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New Dettol Soap...

the best way to stay nice,clean
and healthy.

Mow your search Tor an idesl famity hygiene soap is over, New
Dettol soap gives you all yau want with its gentle,mildly medi-
cated action,

Try Dettol soap today and you'll swear by it tomorrow and
pueryday. Because it keeps the skin clean, fresh and tingling
with that "well-scrubbed fealing |

Dettol soap

-there’s nothing fresher.




ASEAN and NA Conference

n what was described 25 a

‘working holiday’ of four days,
Prime Minister Lee Kuzn  Yew,.
frash from cone of his customary.
winner—takes-all election victories,-
had only Foreign Minister Dhana-
balan In his entourage. 5ri Lankan
leaders, Mr. Lee probably guessed,
had a full dose of Singaporean
economics from Dr. Goh, the city
state's miracle medicine-man.

Dr. Goh came, diagnosed our
llls, wrote out his preseription and

Went away, promising te return.
On inflatien, uneconomic projects
and  the ailing export sector, he

had recommended strong medicine.

On economic strategy, the UNP
has certainly leaned Singapora-wards.
What of foreign policy!

Emboldened by jts success ac the
UM on the Kampuchean [ssue, ASEAN
has worked overtime to alter the
‘consensus’ that was reached in Ha-
vana by the nonaligned. The Kam-
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puchean seat, it was agresd, would
remain vacant uncil the next fore-
lgn  ministers’ meeting in 98],
(The meeting was held last week
In Drelhi).

The ASEAN campaign on behalf
of Pol Pot (and against Vietnam)
was led by Singapore and its first
shots  were fired by Mr. Lee him
seif at the Commonwealth meeting
held also in Delhi last Seprember,
Its International propaganda  drive
Is master-minded by Deputy Prime
Minister (former Forelgn Miniscer)
5. Rajaratnam who actually  used
his once distinguised Journalistic
pen to write a fatuous and flatu-
lent polemic on behalf of one of
the maost successful genocidal mani-
acs in history, PFol Pot

Behind the ASEAN campaign which
is also anti-Vietnam and anti-Soviet
is the W.S. and China.

Since  Singapere s a city-state
which respectable nonaligned leaders
and elites regard with the =same
mixed feelings they reserved for
Mayor Daley’s Chicago (it was also
very efficiently run) it does not
carry much clout, Indenesia does.
And President Suharto was busy in
Dacember pushing the ASEAM line
in Pakistan and India. The Malay
sian Prime Minister was also sche-
duled to visit Sri Lanka before
the Delhl mesting. Dr, Goh did a
trip to the Maldives from Colombe.

ASEAMN and the lslamic confer-
ence in Saudi Arabia form the wes-
tern *pincer’ moves on the Delhl
nonaligned meeting.

Fresident JR's Inde-centrism (a
certled conviction that a firm fri-
endship  with Indiz must be the
carnerstene of 5 Lanka's foreign
policy} has proved to date, a counter-
vailing force to the heavy ASEAN
lobby of the Sri Kotha *Young Turks’,
the business communicy with fore-
ign collaborators, z2nd some pro-
UNP academics and F. O. ‘experts’.

The Indian Finance Minister, Mr.
Venkataraman, said that Indo-Sri
Lankan relations were “at their best™,
He was the first Indian Minister
to visit this country after the UNP
tock office.
ene of Mrs. Gandhi's chief foreign
policy adviders, was alse here to

Mr. Eric Gansalves,=

clear up any differences between
the two neighbours on such con-

troversial  matters as  Kampuchea
and Afghanistan. Both are members
of the 36 member Coordinating

Bureau where ‘consensus’ rather than
formal vote—taking is the recogni-
sed mode of decision-making.

So far, 5r1 Lanka has played accord-
ing to the rules of the NAM.

1981 : A difficul¢c
year — Ronnie

he |&th Conference of the

Governors of Central Banks in
South East Asia (SEACEN) was held
in Colombe, Sri Lanka from January
l4—16&, 1981, |t was ztrended by -
Governors and officials from the
Central Banks of Burma, Indonasia,
Malaysia, Mepal, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Thailand 2nd the Monetary
Aucharity of Singapore.

Also present were an  Executive
Cirector of the Incernationzl Mane-
tary Fund (IMF) and the Director
of the SEACEM Rezearch and Train
ing Centre, 2nd their supporting
staff.

The Gowverncrs and officals were
welcomed by the Governor of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, who was
elected the Chairman of the Can-
ference.

The Conference was  officially
opened by Ronniz de Mel, Minister
of Finance and Planning of Sri Lanka.
In his address, the Minister referred
to the difficulc period shead, parii-
cularly in 198l, due to expected
slow growth in developed countries,
decline in the rate of ald flows,
higher costs of capital imports,
growing Inflaticnary tendencies and
protectionism In the developed coun.
tries.

The Governors of the Central
Banks  also dizgcussed the worsening
inflatignaty” sieuacion” and "its possi-
ble impact on the 5. E. Asian coun-
tries.



News, views and TNC

dominance

iilhzve never attended an interna-

tionzl conference where the
reporting by the western media
was not slanted". This charge

would have been far less astounding
if It had come from any media
personality who was not as well-
known to the world press as
Mr. Esmond Wickremasinghe, the
first Aslan Chalrman of the Interna-
ticnal Press  Instituce, a wvericable
bastion of western publishers and
editers. He was speaking at the
BMICH on the proposed  Compu-
terised Data Bank for the MNon-
aligned countrles, a prcjact which
President Jayawardene had approved
already, he said.  The seminar
discussed “current problems of the
nenaligned movement’.

At another seminar, exclusively
devoted to the MNew Information
Order, a panel of distinguished

DeatH_of a don — and the
Mafia

academic

unerals have a habit of becaming
Fmaments of heightened consci-
cusness and pelitical rallying points.
So it was with Somapala, the
worker, who died on the 'Day of
Mational Protest” in |une. Whatever
the officlal wverslons, his fellow
workers belleved that he was a
casualty of the ‘goon squads’ and
his funeral, as the L.G. reported,
was ""one of angriest” ever held
in  Colombo.  With the funeral
procession marking 2 new point of
working class =nd T. U. solidarity,
Oppesitien politicians, including some
not known for their sympathies for
the trade unions, rushed to Kanattg
to deliver funeral orations.
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speakers invited by the Marga
Instituce  and  the ‘World  View
Foundation {Chairman, Foreign
Minister A. C. 5. Hameed) Mr.

Meville Jayaweera, former Chairman,
SLBEC, branded the insidious impact
of the multinational news agencies
and dominance of the
communlcations system the “‘dead-
llest form of colonialism".

wWestern

In the discussion on the State
of the Mediz in Sri Lanka, partici-
pants heard of the “near-complete
dominance of news and views an
international events and issues in
the local newspapers, radio and
TY by the transnational agencies".
Only in the pages of Tribune
and Lanka Guardian, it was zaid,

could the Sri Lankan reader find
analyses and commentaries which
reflected Third World and non-

aligned perspectives.

Dr, H. A, de S,
sudden death and

Gunasekera's
funerzl had a

similer psychological impact on his|

own, if smaller, community of

academlies which new regard him as|

the tragic victim of an zcademie
—bureaucratic Mafia. After serving
the University for over 30 years,
and helping educite a  whole
generation of Sinhala-speaking stu-
dents, Dr. Gunasekera {the first
“first” In  Economies from  the
Ceylon University) took the exacting
job of Permanent Secretary, Plan-
ning. For reasons of health, he
chose to teach in Colombo. The
order to return to Peradeniya which
has 8 Ph D’s in Ecanomics (Colombo

Plea for strikers

everal well known personalities

have addressed a letter to Mr.
Ranil Wickremasinghe the Minister
of Education employment and youth
affairs, urging him to reconsider at
an early date his decision regarding
the re—cmployment of striking tea-
chers. Bearing the signatures of Sir
Senerat Gunawardene, H. A, |. Goon-
etileke, Carlo Fonseka, Prins Guna-
sekera, Paul Caspersz, and Reggie
Sirlwardena, the letter reads as
follows:

“With the opening of the new
schoo| year, we are distressed to
note the faer that those teachers
who participated In the strike of
July 1980 have not been re-emp-

layed, thereby ereating severe
difficulties for students and doing
damage to the entire educational

system. This is in spite of the fact
that public servants whe participated
in the strike in ather Ministries and
departments have since been re-
empleyed unconditionally, in some
cases even receiving back wages.
Meanwhile, thousands of teachers
and their families have continued
o suffer as  a result of thelr
being deprived of their means of
livelihood, and in at least one case
it hazs been reperted that a teacher
has been driven to commit suicide
because of his desperate situation,
Taking into consideration the plight
of the striking teachers on the one
hand, and the situation of innocent
students who start on a new year
without an adequate and exp erienced
teaching staff on the other, we
earnestly appeal to you to recon-
sider your decision regarding the
re-employment of striking teachers
at an early date”

had only one}) would have come

as 2 rude shock.

Dr. Sarachchandra, who felt the
cold winds of Establishment disfavour
after he signed a petition on the
issue of Mrs. B.'s clvic rights, spoke
on behalf of the university at his

friend's funeral. He spoke with
feeling. This speech s still the
subject of concerned  discussion

among students and teachers on all
OUr Campuses.



Seminar Report

Tarig on racism in Britain

ritain has to be situaced con-
Bc’e_pt_uall}f - within Western
European capitallsm if one Is te
grasp the phenomenon  of British
racism. Maore specifically. racism in
Britain can be- Gnderstood only in
the context of the crisis of British
capitalism and’ of Western European
capitalism in general. This was the
view expressad by Tariq Ali speaking
on ‘The Economic Crisis and
Racism in Britain® at Colomba's
CiBIR auditarium. "His lecture was
organised by the Movement for
Inter Racial Justice and Equa-
lity (MIRJE).

Tarig All made hls reputation
in  the Theady- days of/-Student
Power' In the late [960's. A former

president of the Oxford Unian
and the son of one of Pakistani's
best known progresiive journalists,
Mazar Ali, Tarig was in the fore-
front of the anti Vietnam War
protest movement of |9568' 6% in
Britain. A founding member and
leading personality of the Trotskyist
IMG (International Marxist Group)
Tarig Ali maintains close links with
Professor, Ernest Mandel's Unified
Secretariat of the 4th International
The auther of several beocks on
the South Asian region, he is a
guiding spirit  behind *Socialist
Challenge' which is regarded as
the best produced Marxist news-
aper in Britzin, Tarigq also writes
or the left oriented  ‘Mew States-
man' and the liberal ‘Guardian®,
He spent two weeks in  Sri Lanka
late last month and addressed the
Political Science Association at
Peradeniya Campus on the subject

of Class Struggles in Europe
1975 - 1980".

At his Colombo lecture, Tarig
All sald  that  Britain  had  been

differenc from YWestern Europe in
that immigrant labour had enjoyed
certain rights in Britain. Mow the
attempt- ‘wag :being .made to bring
Britain in  line with ‘Western
Europe in respect <of  immigration.
Racist movements were gaining
ground in  Eurepe as 2 direct
consequence of the ecemomic crisis,
-Currently there were 10-12 million

people unemployed in W. Europe
and the ruling classes needed
scapegoats to explain away this
situation as well as to divide the
labour movement. Heonee, anti
black racism.

It was a widely prevalent myth
that Blacks In- Britain  occupled
marginal jobs which the whites
considered too  menial, such  as
manning the London  Transport
Board. The fact is that Blacks are
centrzlly  inserred inta British
industry, and the car industry, not
to mention the Mational Health
Service, would grind to a halt
without the participation of Blazk
labour, In the context of economic
crisis, when redundancy is inevitable,
Blacks are the first to be laid off.
The function of racism Iz to
justify thils capitalist requirement.

In a now famous pre-election
comment, Mrs. Thatcher said that
Britain was in danger of being

‘swamped' by non whites. This s
the same slogan that is usad by
the Mational Fronti. e., the Faseists.
The Immigration laws are now
extremely tight and openly racise,
and as the economic erlsis con-
tinues ta mount, thare'll be suppart
for a ‘repatriation with compen-
sation’ selution as presently practised
in France. The British police are
now as brutal as their Eurgpean
and  American counterparts. |In
Southall for instance they went
into action with cries of vkill the
wogs', and made  activists  crawl
on their knees through a pauntler,
while blows were rained on their
heads with truncheons. The highups
in the Police Force answer eriti-
cisms by saying that Blacks should
stay at home and keep our of
trouble, thereby implying that any
Black who 13 out of doors after
working hours is asking for “trouble”
and deserves any that hefshe gets.
In short, the Blacks are expsctad

to go to work in the factories,
come home and then stay home.
In peint of fact what is taking

place is that the Fascists (National
Front) and the Police are stepping
up coercion of the Black commu-

_FOREIGN
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nity with a view to forcing the
latters acceptance of “repatriation
with compensation”,

The Blacks are fighting back,
hewever, This is taking place in a
spontanecus fashion, as the vialent
upsurge in Bristol {one year after
Southall) revealed. An alliance in
actien Is being spontaneously farged

between Blacks and  Asians, with
the poor whites |[oining in  on
occasion, Aslans used to conslder

themselves superior to the West
Indians  since their skin was a2
shade lighter, but now the ranks
have begun to close and  the
Asians  have begun to consider
themselves ‘Blacks' as well.

Despite the eforts of some
organisations  dominated by the
older genzration which attempt to
act as ‘dampers’, the realization is
growing that Racism can be defeated
only by fighting back, and it s
only when the Blacks fight that
white attitudes towards them change.
As long as the Blacks are quies-
cent, then the white atcitude s
one of contempt. “Here to stay
here to fight!" s the slogan of
the Black youth today. The Blacks
are in Britain today bacause the
British wera in the countries of
Africa and Asia for two centuries,

The question of raclsm was never
taken up seriously by the tradi.
tional organisations of the warking
class, charged Tarig All, who said
that even the left organisations
within the Labour Party didn't cake
up the race issue until recently.
The overwhelming bulk of 2nti racist
activiy since 1960 was carried out
by groups outside the structure
of the traditional political Or.
ganisations. For instance it was the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) and
the International Marxist Group
(IMG) that were the main motive
forces behind the Anti Mazi League
(ANL). The utilization of popular
Rack musicians such as Tom Rabinson
toattract working class youth audien-
ces, was one of the main factors for
the success of the ANL, Thareforethe
ANL could not be understoad apart
from 'Reck againsc Racism'. How-



ever the AML could not make the

transition from a bread anti fascist
front into an anti-racist movement,
Mow there were attempts being made
to regroup the components of the
AML into precisely such a movement.

A Stravegy for Black Resistance
and Liberation’ has yer to be
developed’ admitted Tariq. Discus-
sion were going en in journals such
as Race and Class and the [Astitute
of Race Relations headed by Sri
Lankan A. Sivanandan (who alio edits
‘Race and Class") is acting as 2
powerhouse of ideas in this regard.
The Campaign Against Racism  and
Fascism (CARF) and the Campaign
Against Racism In the Media (CARM)
alse need e be mentioned.

A strategy for Black resistance,
cannot mimic the Black Power move-
ment of the LS. Indeed, sucha
strategy must necessarily be a
a warking class strategy, since
90% of the Black community
in Britain are workers. Black
have, therefore, to be liberated
both in their workplaces as
well as in their communities.
The Black cannot be asked to
hold en until the Socialist
Revolution comes along to solve
their problems. Rather, Black
Cauvcuses must be formed in
the workplaces for the purpose
of organising measures of self.
defence against racist attacks.
There are presently 3 millien un-
Emplc:-}red in Britain and as the
economic cCrisis worsens r.hings are
going to get rougher for the Blacks
who are going to have to get ready
for 2@ long struggle. A positive
feature of recent times however,
I5 that trade union demonstrations
now contain a large contingent af
Black people, Including women,

Replying to a question en lreland,
Tarig zaid that the recent 'Dirty
Protest” in the 'H Block® of the
Maze prison had evoked a massive
wave of sympathy and that the
mzss mobilization  which took place
around the H Block protests often
involved the populace of whaole
towns. These mass maobilizations
were bigger in scale then anything
since 1969. This phenomenaon had
led Bernadette Devlin to have a
dizlogue with the Provisional IRA
and tell that while they should
hold on to their guns, the -gtress
should be on building up the mass

4

moyement. Any armed actions that
are undertaken should not be ones
that would be deleterious to the
organisation of the mass movement,
lt 15 when the news of this impar-
tant dialogue reached the Protestant
extremists that Bernadette and her
husband were shot.

Making a reference to Sri Lanka
Tarig said that he was struck by
the progressive role played by the
Christian clergy. This was evident
in the stand of the church on the
question of the strikers as well as
the activities of priests like Paul
Caspersz on the issue of racial
discrimination. Latin America sets a
fine example in this regard. Por-
traics of Lenin and Jesus Christ are
a familiar sight in today's Nicaragua,
said Tariq in conclusion,

D. Jayatilleka who chaired che
meeting said that the Lankan Laft
was as Anglophile as the ruling
elite. This was a negative feature,
but that evening they had “turned
bad intoc geod”, to use & Maoist
phrase, and learned much from
Tarig's experiences in fighting racism
in Britzin. The linkages between
econemic crisls and racism, as well
as between racism and fascism, were
relevant to Sri Lanka. So too was
the link between race and class,
that is to say, the Interconnections
between the struggle for racial
equality and workers emancipation
I.e. socialism. A facile Integrationism
had to be avoided and the specifi-
city of the racial question needed
to be grasped. In this context the
slogan of organizing self defence
2gainst racist actacks was particularly
relevent in the Hill country pianca-
ticn areas,

| Poem
After the inevitable

rebirth
there is only loneliness |
) g8 necessary pain
as guiel as g deep lake
whose waiers frem the eternal
spring
| trace a srraight path
through the maze of
Centuries of volonial dreams.
by
K. Kgositsile.
| (Conrtesy:Sechaba)
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Briefly

IN EL SALVADOR “more people
have died....during the past year
cooclargely as a resule of govern-
ment-condoned  Rightwing  ‘death
squad’ killings. than in . all the
other natlens of Latin Amerlea".

This observation which 2appears
In a report -of the Council of
Hemispheric Affairs, an Independent
US group representing academic,
labour, political and religious inte-
rests, s quoted in an editorial of
the Christian Science Monitor.
The Councll puts the death tall
in 1980 at over 10,000.

While neither the Right nor the
Left are described as *homogeneous
groups’, the opinion of former US
Ambassador  Murat  Williams s
cited. According te Mr. Williams
“the heterogeneous Left has the
support of more than B0%, of the
population, with the Centre. less of
what remains than the Right™.

The American casualties in these
ruthless  killings by the ‘death
squads’ offer an illuminating glimpse
into  the political nature of the
violence and the conflict of interests,
The three nuns were working with
a Christian Secial Welfare organisa-
tion, while the two American men
were engaged In a land redistri-
‘butien program.

@ The Old Line

INSFITE OF the blistering blasts
of the Chinese press, Professor
Ray Clines on to his Taiwan theory
and the Hsinhua sharp-shooters are

at it again. Cline of course isno
ordinary teacher and that's why
the Chinese keep the heat on.

The former Deputy Director (Ops)
of 'the CIA, Ray Cline is now a
professor at Georgetown Centre
for Studies, which looks suspiciously
like the recruiting ground for
Reagan foreign policy advisers.
(Roger Fontaine is tipped to be
an adviser on Latin Ameriea).

In an interview with the NYK
Times, Cline sajd: “| have long
supported the concept of dealing
with the twe Chinese gevernments
en a de facto basis.”

" Tragic Toll

Describing this Posture as “Cline
....without the mask of a well
~wisher of Sine-American relations
+« .. this scholar-turned-palitician has

become so overbearing and pre-
judiced that he sounds as if an
old-line Imperialist has been re-

suscicated to lecture the pressnt-
day public.”

@ Sacred Cows

MO RESPECTERS of persons,
Washington's columnists and cartoo-
nists are getting to work en all
the (new) President’s men. But
first the President himself, and his
lavish inauguration ceremonies in
the best Hollywood style and taste.
complete of course with Frank
Sinatra and the Mafia,

The promise to control inflation

probably brought him more than
any other issue, Reagan said he
would so by slashing government
spending.  The welfare programs?

Mr. Jerry Wurf, President of
American  Federation of  State
County and Municipal Employees
protested: "It would be a disgrace
if the Reagan administration tried
to launch its anti-inflation program
by cutting federal spending on
social  programs  as  such  food
stamps, welfare, health care and
unemployment compentation at the
same time it hands out tax breaks

to corporations, ol companies and
the wealthy”,

¥here and what to cut— that's
the dilemma. Just as in Sri Lanka,
certain welfare benefits have been
‘sacred  cows' of the political
system, One cartconist saw Cow-
boy Reagan appealing to Jimmy
Carter for advice 2s the latter
returned to the ranch.  Which
cows were sacred and which could
be slaughtered? “You just hafra
ask ‘em, Ron!"

Marxists,
Christians

ver since his visit to Salvador

Allende's Chile, Fidel Castro
has spoken out in favour of cooper-
ation between progressive Catholic
movements and Marxists. In Jamaica
in December 1974 Fidel articulated
the Idea of "an alliance, not tacri-
cal burt strategic, between Christians
and Marxist—Leninists.”"  Returning
to Cuba from a visit to Liberated
Micaragua in  August 1980, Fidel
restated this slogan and extended
it to the extent of calling for
‘unity’ between Marxists and Chrls.
tians. This formula of strategic
alliance and unity beotween these
tWO sectors, was an explosive one
which would undermine the basis
of imperialism In  Latin  America,
said Fidel on that cceaslon. (Earlier,
in a Time magazine Interview In
December 1979, Fidel, commenting
on the [ranian revolution and the
role of Khomeini, spoke of the
possibility of an alliance berween
Islam and Marxism as well as of
the correctness of a poliey of
support for Khomeini).

Most recently, Fidel's main report
to the Ind Cengress of the Cuban
CP, while stating that ‘“only the
first Christians, in the time of
imperial and pagan Rome are com-
parable to Communists",
to say that;

Went on

“In o Latin - America, the active
participation of the Christian forces
which go beyond the conservative-
at times reactionary — stands of the
Christian Democratic parties in the
region and actively join the struggle
for social liberation, democracy and
social change of our peoples, becomes
increasingly important. The fact that
leftists are joined in the shoulder
to shoulder battle by Christian
revolutionaries, including occasionally
Catholic priests and high ranking
clergy, Is a notable aspect of the
great historic changes that are taking
place In our countries.”



El Salvador : Two
concepts of war

Arqueles Morales

anama  City  Januvary 221 —

whereas leaders of El Salvader's
ruling JUNTA clim to have
‘smashed subversion’, leaders aof
the opposition Farzbunde  Marti
Liberation Front (FMLN) say that
thelr January.offensive has 'achieved
its aims’.

Experts consider that now that
the “evidence of what has happenad
‘during the 12 days of the offensive
‘can be seen mora clearly, the
‘the ~contradications in t]je clalms
‘of “the two  sides are due 1o
different concepts of the kind of
war being fought in the country.

An FMLM spokesman also blamed
some. of the confusion on news
reports spoke  of the  Guerrilla
‘campaign “as the ‘final offensive’,
tather than the term they really
used, the ‘general offensive’. _The
two sides see what has  happend
over the past two weeks with
differing criteria: whilstthe govern-
ment Interprets  the fact that it
has' prevented” the Guerrilla from
‘taking over  the ‘major towns as
a ‘strategie victory’. The FMLN
claim this is net the case at all

- They say that their attack on
the towns was aimed at pinning
the government forces down and
denying them mobllity, and to
convert the whele of the country
into a fighting zone. They peint
out that until their January offen-
sive” the regular army was able to
mave more or less freely through-
cut the country, except for a few
‘areas in the Morth where govern-
ment control has wirtwally broken
down altogether,

MNow they say that the army is
restricted to the capital and the
larger towns in the interior, and
that they themselves control most
of -the countryside. :

have  visited
in such ~ strategic
Vineente on the

Foreign  visitors
Guerrilla camps
places a5 San

6

Exelusive to Lanka Guardian ]
| from INTERPRESS  (Third |
| Warldy News dgency. i

slopes of the Volcane Chin-Chonte-
peque and in the Guazapa Hills
in the MNorth.

The Guerrillas  have - also  cut
several Important routes, and accar-
ding to eyewithess reports. from a
number of peasants, the army
‘doesn't dare o go  inta' several
regions already in the hands of the
oppasition -farces.

It also seems that although most
Guerrilla . troops  have now- pulled
back to thelr bases, groups of
them make sorties everyday to
attack barracks, police stations and
government offices.  Thus denying
their enemy freedom of action.

The -FMLM :insist thac the fD;Jf‘
objectives they set themselves at
the "beginning of the offensive have

been achisved. They also regard
it as wvery important that their
treops have now been  ‘blooded’

in -positional” gombat
warfare. which thay
te one FMLM  military ~ leader, as
marking a ‘decisive step in the
pragressien from Guerrilla to that
af. & Revelutionary. army’,

The FMLMN z2lse say that the
offensive gave them the chance to
try out thelr new weaponry, which
included new arrivals such as  the
RPG anti-tank rocket launchers.
In their view they have rtested and

and in -siege
see  according

strengthened their zonal Guerrilla
groups, and have been able 1o
establish insurrectional defence com-

mittees (CDI} which fram now on
provide the basis for resistance
and defence in the fighting areas.

The army takes the opposite
view, The Minister of Defence
Colonel Guillerme Garcia recently
sajd that 'if the enemy launches
an offensive and is crushed, then
one hag waon the war',

(Cantinwed on poge 8)

HUNAS FALLS- HOTEL
ELKADUWA

“WHERE EVERY
PROSPECT
PLEASES . ...

RESERVATIONS
PHOME: 318%4
121, SIR JAMES PEIRIS MAWATHA,.
COLOMBO 1,




Central American earthquake
threatens Reagan

he capital cities of the repub-

lics of Central America are
surrounded, for the most part, by
huge wvolcanoes. Some are smoking
and have halfl the crust torn away
to reveal 2 red hot internal lake
of fire. Others are  quiescent,
silhouettes on  the skyline. Eric
Walf, the great anthropological
investizgator of Central America,
called his book on the area, Sons
of the Shaking Earth.

Today the selsmic activity Is
mostly pelitical. The encire isthmus
is absorbing the reverberatiens of
the great Sandinista  upheaval in
Micaragua in July 1979 that swept
away Somoza. In almost  every
country new forces are emerging.
Simply by existing, without having
to lift a finger in support of the
struggles elsewhere, the Nicaraguan
revolution has  changed the awmos-
phere — Just  as  the collapse of
Partuguese  rule  In Angela and
Mozambique gave hope to the
blacks of Soweto and Zimbabwe.

All over Central America cthe
old battles betwesn peasants and
landlords, between guerrilias, bandits
and regular  soldiers, are being
joined again. The ancient alliance
between Church and State has
been broken. Even the old ruling
class is at odds with itself. The
local armed forees, corrupt and
divided, turn increasingly to the
most barbaric forms of repression
to sustain their crumbling position.
The grisly wark of the officially-
inspired death  squads continues
unabated and unchecked. Priests
and nuns, journalists and acade-
mics, trade unionists and politicians—
no one s entirely safe. But the
great bulk of the assassinations take
place in the countryside, invalving
anonymals  peasants — a largely
unreported and unsung struggle.

Yet the great mass ofthe people,
denied a voice for decades, are
now finding new leaders and fresh
ways of expressing their-grievances,
Honduras is still qulescent, but In

El Salvador, units of the recently-
united Farabunde Martl Libaration
Front are trying to spark off a coun-
try—wide insurrectionary  struggle.
In Guatemala the Ejercito
Guerrillere de  los Prabres — the
Guerrilla Army of the Poor — has
embarked on the same project.

And all this is taking place Just
down the road from California and
Texas, in the vulnerable backyard

of the United States. If historical
precedent is znything to go bz,
the area will provide the back-

drop to the first great crisis of
the Reagan presidency. For when

advocare sterner methods
rasslon.

On the left there is 2 new
mood of optimism. After years
of political opportunism and heraic
failure, there is a feeling that change
is now possible.  People are
sharpening their pens and dusting
down their old handbooks on
guerrilla war, The Sandinistas have
2 slogan, posted on the hoardings
arpund Managua, El amanecer dejo

of rep-

de ser wunatentacion. [t means,
roughly translated “the dawn of
the revelution is no  longer a

dream".

Central America could provide the new

President’s first crisis, writes Richard Gott

has the United States allowed red
volcanoes to erupt in  its sphere
of influence without trying to
suffocate them! Guatemala in 1954,
Cuba In [96], Ssnto Dominge in

1965, Chile in 1973,  Againsc this
record, how much longer will
Micaragua be allowed to  survive!
And can  Reagan's  America  stand

idly by while EI
Guatemala explode?

Salvador and

E! Salvador is the latest flash-
point in the growing crisis, a
foreseen and  inevitable develop-
ment. You don't have to be a
Pentagon peneral to have predicted
the toppline of the Central American
dominaes. The late General Anastasio
Somoza maintained zn Intricate weave
of relationships, both enonomic and
military, with all the countries of
the isthmus. Without their Micarz-
guan godfather, with his  easy
access to the advice and expertise
of the American military in  the
Canal Znne, the purposeful march
of the Central American dictators
has been faltering. Cenfronted with
a new and changing situation, even
the officers in their armies are
divided as to what to do and how
ta mest the challenge. Some, a
minarity, demand refoerm. Others

Fer thes Americans —for the
State Department, the Pentagon,
the press and the business eomu-
nity — Central  Ameriea  has for
long remained a conundrum. For
more than a gquarter of a‘century,
ever since the CIA  helped over-
throw the |eft-wing government in
Guatemala of Jacobo Arbenz In
1954, it was terra |ncognita. State
Cepartment  policy towards  the
area was conspicuous by its absence.
Propaganda in  favour of the
reformist slogans of the Alliance
for Progress in the Sixcies fell on
deaf ears.

Oligarchic and military governments
were put together and patched
up by the Pentagen and American
business interests on a purely
pragmatic basis. General Somoza
was a model for the area, The
American press dutifully reported
coups and earthquakes but other-
wise took no interest

Mow all that  has
Reporters from the Mew York
Times and the ‘Washingten Post
travel up and down the isthmus.
Think tanks in Washingtan feed
Central America into their compu-
ters. Ambassadors on special miss-
lon and  assistant  secretaries of

changed.
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state jet into the capital cities for
emergency consultations. Meanwhile,
businessmen and military  advisers
wring their hands.

The Republicans tend to blame
Carter for handing MNicaragua to
the Sandinistas on a plate —though
that was never the State Depart-
ment's aim, and the guerrillas had
to fight for what they eventually
waon, Old Southerners argue, more
convincingly, that the man who
began the destabilisation of Central
America was Henry Kissinger —
“the faceless wonder in  striped
pants” as they used to call him—
who embarked on the process of
ugiving  away” the Canal Zoene,
Meore important  than  either was
the earthquake of Christmas 1972
which destroyed the city of Managua
and eventually, In the aftermath
of intensified corruption and misrule,
helped to destroy Somoza himself.

Whatever the origins of the
crisis which has now spread from
Micaragua to the rest of Central

America, it is one peculiarly of
the Americans' own making, and
one for which they alone bear

responsibility. Unlike other trouble
spots in the world —che Middle
East, Africa, South-East Asia, Europe
itself — Central America |s an area
where the Europeans have few
incerests in play. The United States
is alone with its backyard, without
allies. The fact that Britain owns
Belize 2nd once held the Atlantic
coast of Nicaragua is largely
irrelevant,

Mare significant are the recom-
mendations of venszuela and Mexico,
now maore than ever important
as the suppliers of America's oll,

They are both firm
of the Sandinista government and
would deprecate  any  American
move to overthrow it. But they
nzed the American  market  at
least as much a5 America neads
themn, and in the past they have
never been powerful arbiters af
hemispheric  policies. And their
attitude towards the unfolding crisis
in El Szlvador, which demands the
mest immediate attention, is pro-
foundly ambiguous.

supporters

In their campaign rhetorie, the
Reagan Republicans convinced.them-
selves, misguidedly, that what was

going on in Central Amerfca was
Moscow-inspired. “Must we.” said
Reagan. “Let Micaragua. El Salvador
all become additionz| *Cubas’, new
outposts for Saviet combar brigades?
Will the next push of the Moscow-
Havana axis be norchward to
Guatemala and thence to  Mexico,
and scuth  toe Costa Rica and
Panama?"*

Secing the world in such simple
terms, the campaign rhetoric went
on to demand simple solutions. »If
we are confronted with the cholce”
said Jeane Kirkpatrick, now selected
to be Reagan's ambassador at the
Lnired Mations, “betwsaen offering
assistance to a moderately repressive
autecratle gavernment which s also
friendly toe the United States, and
permicting it to be overrun by a
Cuban-trained, Cuban-armed, Cuban-
sponsored  insurgency, we would
assist the maderate autocracy.”

This was perhaps meant as nothing
mara than the reiteration of an
old Republican tradition. But In
the Eighties the United States waould
be har‘d—pr‘ﬁssed to find “a mode-
rately repressive autocrac.”

Both in  El Salvader and in
Guatemala the old  canservative
interasts that the United States
has backed for deecades are now
fighting with every weapan they
ean find. There is no “moderacion™
in their policies. Thouzands of
people have been assassinated in
both countries as the dying erder
sruggles to survive.

So in practice the new United
States  administration  (which, In
General Htig, has a Secretary of
State typically unversed in  the
detall of Central America) will be
forced eithar to follew che Carter
line {with a different rhetoric), or
te embark on a programme of

military  intervention, howaover
disguised. If it cannot patch up
governments in El Salvador and

Guatemala that try to find political
outlets for the explosions from
below, as Carter's ambassaders have
tried to do it will have to back
up the dictators with more than
wards and money. That is certainly
what the campaign rhetoric has lad
those dictators o expsct. And It
is exactly what Samoza's son asked
for —and was denjed —in  the
weeks before the Sandinsta victory,

Would It not  be possible,
Tachito Somoza asked the American
ambaszadar in Managua, to send in
several hundred American  military
advisers, officers familiar  with
Micaragua, to move inte the MNational
Guard 2zt command level and stiffen
maorale!

That is the kind of request that
President Reagan's ambassadors in

San Salvador and Guatemal City
will shortly be recelving. It is a
question to which Che Guevara

always hoped the Americans would
answer yes. “Lictle by litele,” he
wrote, “the obsolete weapons which
are sufficient for the repression of
small armad bands will be exchanged
for modern armaments, and the
Uniced  5tates  military
will  be  substituted by United
States soldiers, until 2t a  given
moment they will be forced to
draft Increasingly greater numbers
D.F FEE’LI!BF' troaps Lo ansurs the
relative stability of a  government
whose national  puppet  army s
disintegrating before the attacks of
the guerrillas. It is the road of
Vietnam; it the road that will be
followed in eur America..” It is
the road that successive American
administrations for the past 15
years have tried to avoid.

advisers'

(The Guardian, London)

El Salvador...

{Continued from page &)

This seems a simplistic [udgement
of a very complicated sicuation, and
there is good avidence to belleve
that the army was surprised at
the number of new weapoans which
the Guerrillas had available in the

fighting.

Perhaps they should alse bear in
mind that oen June 27, 197% when
the Sandinista troops pulled out
of Managua the capital of Nicaragua,
zfter more than 20 days of fighting,
Anastaslo Somoza beasted that the
subversive offensive has been crushed
at the gates of the capizal'.



SHOULD SRI LANKA GO

NUCLEAR?

E. Carlo Fernando
{Hydro-power Consultant, Ceylan
Efectricity Boord)

Nuc[ear Power generation is not
a matcer for a few individuals
to push threugh in Sri Lanka. | con-
sider the following fourteen basic
questions should be answered in
the first instance, for the public
to knpow what we are heading for,
The points raised in these gques-
tions should be of concern to a
power industry, responsible for
power generation in 5ri Lanka. Apart
frem those, there are many aspects

which  have to be dezlt with
concerning other disciplines.
Q.1 An energy shortage over

hydro capability will starc in 987
and develop to 1000 to 1500 MW
by the year 2000. System demand
in 1987 will be about 700 MWV
and by the year 2000 it will be
between 1700 and 2200 MW,

What is the capacity of the
Muclear plant recommended to meet
this requirement!

Q.2 In the U5 A a country
with no lack of nuclear technology
it takes a minimum 12 years to
get a nuclear power plant through.

So can Srl Lanka with na experi-
ence In nuclear technology puta
nuclear power plant on stream by
1992 as recommended to the Cabi-
net?

Q.3 s not the safety of anuclear
plant a relative matter — depending
on the degree of technological deve-
lopment and maintenance standards
in a country!

Muclear is said to be safe, pro-
vided thac all che stipulated stan-
dards and precautions are taken,
What is the estimated gap In years
between the advanced countries
like the U. K., U.S5 A., Germany
and a poor country like S5riLanka
in this respect! 3

The answer to this question Is
quite evident If we just consider
Sri Lanka's performance in  the
following —

& train services which naver run
on time;

& hardly any manufactured arti-
cle is upto interpationzl stan-
dards;

@ to get a telephone call one
has to wait for hours;

@ practically every day
is a power failure;

there

@ All the automatic econtrols
of boilers and turbines ac Kelani-
tissa Power Station have besn out
of erder five years after commiss-
foning. It is to be noted here that
nuclear plants have fully automatic
contrals.

@ It is rare if 2 devated Sr
Lankan professional can be found
who will be prepared to werk in
a remote place where a nuclear
power plant could be sited. The
alternative is to have the nuclear
plant in Colombo. Sa it isa matcer
for the citizens of Colombo to say
whether they wish to have it in
their backyard or not.

Q.4 Where s the power plant
to be sited?

Q.5 What are the arrangements
to dispose of nuclear wasce mate-
rial.

Q. 6 Australia has large uranium
resources, but she has ruled out
nuclear pawer in this century. The
reason given is that she does not
want to depend en foreign techno-
logy. Do we plan to depend on
foreign technology and if soto
what extent!

Q.7 Energy policy makers in
India advocate 2 go slow approach
in nuclear power. Why should we
go fast?

Q.8 In Hong Keng with a fairly
large power system the largest
operating units in the colony are
the 200 MW cets and even If there
were an interconnection  between
the two networks the combined
srstem capacity would not support
the currently available nuclear sys-
tems at an econamic level. A study
made by the Internacionzal Atomie
Energy Agency in 1975 revealed
that even a modest programme of
two 600 MW unitz in the mid
1980°s would cost more than double
the 5 HK 2 billion estimated for
fossil fired plants of equivalent
capacity — Comments?

Q.9 5ri Lanka's Installed capa-
city 15 almost at the bortom of
the list of international power sys-
tems. Can she with 300 MW com-
pare herself with giant power sys-
tems In  advanced countries, as in
the UK, USA and s0 on, with
systems of over 50,000 MW range?

Q. 10 What is the capacity of
the smallest power system to which
nuclear power has been added on
a commercial scale? Taiwan's power
system was 4000 MW  when the
first nuclear plant was added.

Q. |l Fram where can wea get
nuclear fuel without aligning our-
selves with power blocks. Recantly
India had to face the crisis of
having her uranium supplies cut off.
Thiz matter was dealt with at the
highest level in the US Congress,

Q. 12 Thorium Js available in
beach sands in certain parts of S5ri
Lanka. As a by-product frem the
Mineral Sands factory at Pulmoddai
about [0 T of thorium could ba
had per year. Supplies here are
said to last 20 years. Have we got
the capacity to open similar fact.
ories at other preducts ilmenice,
rutile, zircon?



Maoreover the therium eycle Is
an advancad fuel eyele and it is
only academic at present. It s
expected to be introduced commer-
cizlly anly by the turn of the century.
The use of thorium is based an
fast breeder technology. Itiscer-
tain that this technology will not
be available to Sri Lanks as it
leads to the production of plute-
nlum used in the manufacture of
bombs.

Q. 13 According to the conclusions
reached at the world Energy Con-
ference 1978 on the World Energy
Resources 1985-2020:—

@ beyond 1980, known resour-
ces are believed capable of suppor-

ting a maximum level of annual
production  approaching 110,000
tonnes uranium, achievable by 1990,

® from 1990 the production
rates from known resources will
decline.

@& some 300,000 tonnes of ura-
nium per annum gap between pro-
duction from known resources and
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uranium  demand
pated intreduction of commercial
breeders in the late  [1990's, will
develop between 1990 and 2020

following  antici-

@ this deficit will have to be
met by development of new sour-
ces.

@ the task of providing the
world  with  uranium at the rate
required, even wunder the rather

optimistic demand assumptions based

on introduction of commercial bree-
ders, is trily immense,
Can a poor country like Sri

Lanka basze her future power deve-
lopment plans on such uncertain
nuclear supplies and nuclear techne-
logy!

Q. 14 It s elaimed thar nuclear
is thesafest source of energy, even
safer than hydro and that radiation
hazards posed by the small leak
in the Three Mile [sland Flant in
Pennsylvania, U, 5. A. has been exag-
gerated. If these statements are
correct why is this plant now one
year after the accident, still kepe
closed!

Met-Edison Pewer Company esti-
mates it will take at least three
years (Federal authorities put the
figure close to five) te re-open
the plant. How is that such wvital
data has been hidden when nuclear
energy for power gengration was
proposed to the Government?

If the world's meost  technologi-
cally developed country U, 5 A
has to take so many years to re-
open this plant  which suffered a
small leak, on what grounds can
Srl Lapka with ne nuclear experi-
ence whatsover be qualified to do
betcer than the L 5 Al

A respensible  power industry
cannot face the consequences, if a
600 MWW nuclear plant has to be
kept shut, may be permanently, if
a similar accident were to .ocour
here. Just conszider the ecnomic
damage this nation has suffered In
recent maonths due to Just 50 MW
power cuts.

Mext: The cost factor
by ). Diandas

INVITE US TO
CATER FOR
YOUR PARTY

S

to
60
or
more

PAGODA

Catering is our speciality,
We cater for any
function large or small:

weddings, engagements,
cocktails, luncheons,
dinners.

PAGODA

RESTAURANT too
is available for your party.
Phone: 23086, 29236

=

PAGODA

105, Chatham Strest,
Colombo |.

Cyril Rodrigo Restaurant




Another view

Anagarika and Arunachalam

B, Sriskanthadas

ommenting on the series of
Carticles on ANMAGARIKA
DHARMAPALA which appearad in
LAMEA GUARDIAMN one finds that
while some are dispassionate others
have been tendentious in  their
approach. Anyhow | do  propess
to confine myself in these colums
to the analysis of certain perfunc-
tory comparisons and  unmarxist
overtones in Mihal Perera’s article.
Milhal Perera who sees hair split-
ting differences berween a catalogue
of characters who lived during the
latcer part of last and early part
of this century throws a common
halo araund ANAGARIKA DHARMA-
PALA and POMNMAMBALAM ARU-
MACHALAM by calling them
those” who strove to create a cruly
national liberation struggle.... .. H

Though both cthese men belonged
to a particular period of our poli-
tical hlstor‘y, It should ba noted,
that the outlock adopted by them
tae the then prevailing  problems
differed a great deal. Arunachalam
has been in his Earl}r days an admirer
of the British Liberal Parcy and
their leader Gladstone who was the
architect of the second REFORM
BILL, which was intended to give
votes [o working-class houssholders,

And it is said that he staunchly
supported the Labour Party in later
years, During his undergraduate
days in  Cambridge, Arunzchalam

became a close friend of the socla-
list writer and poet Edward Car-
penter who introduced this young
man from the orient to socialist
liberal thought and cthe trade unian
mavement. This moulding at an
early age helped Arunachalam to
look at problems in a perspective
which was diametrically opposed to
that of his contemporaries including
his conservative brother Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan,

The following sentences used in
his address show what was in his
mind and In what direction he was
moving. "“The inherent evils of a
Crown Celany administration remain,
We are deprived of all power and

responsibilicy, our powers and capa-
cities are dwarfed of inferiority,
and we can never rise to the full
height to which our manhood is
capable of rising. We have hypno-
tised ourselves to thinking that we
are weak and inferior.... ''We
are expleited by European nations,
and now also by Japan and America.
We have become their milch-cow.
Much of our wealth goss abroad. What
is left imparts an air of prosperity
to the professional and commercial
classes. The real makers of the
country’s wealth—peasant and labo-
urer—are steeped In poverty......

"We ask to be In our country
what other self-respecting peaople
are In theirs-self-governing, strang,
respected at home and abroad; and
we ask for the grant at once of
2 definite measure of progressive
advance towards that goal. Ceylon
is no pauper begging towards that
goal.  She is climing her herl-
tage Ly " (The Life and Times
of D. R. Wijewardena by H. A, ).
Hulugalle p. 66-67).

Arunachalm espoused the cause
of those oppressed amongst whom
he lived though they didn'c belong
to his faith or communicy. He
trusted the ordinary people and
wias quite aware of the manner and
fortitude with which the Sinhalase,
Tamils and Muslims defied the
foreign invaders. Hz too, was not
unaware of the fact the Sinhzlese
it was only the well to do who
were obsequious and betrayed the
entire cause for a mess of pottage.
As police magiscrate in Kalutara in
1880, he openly encauraged the
Buddhists, Let us see what he has
to say on all these—Under British
rule there has been a tandency
towards Christianity on the part of
well-to—da  Sinhalese who think it
is 2 ‘respectable religion'., .. being
the religion of their masters....
Since my arrival here | have done
as much as | can te support....
Buddhism and the people zre pleased
to have an official in my position
doing so. We shall soon  succeed

in knecking all idea of respectabi-
lity as attaching to Christianity out
of (their) heads. [Letter to Edward
Carpenter, Carpenter Collection,
Shaffield City Library, MS5. 271 No.
28). -lt is also apparent frem the
above document that Arunachalam
identified British rulers as the main
enemy of the people of cur country
and felt the need not to createa
division In the anti-imperialist camp
—rthat js among the Buddhists, Hindus,
Muslims and Catholies. He was
aware, just as any reasonable person,
of political acumen, that all these
people had antagenistic contradictions
with the rulers as epposed to the
friendly contradictions among them-
selves,

In contrast to  this  Anagarika
Dharmapala failed In identifying the
main enemy of the peaple. He was

caste  conscious  to  the core.
Prof. Ralph Pieris commented on
this. “He justified the caste system.

He writes of a 'spy' In Calcutca,
one Bodhipala, 'a Sinhalese Cacholic
of the fisher caste’. It s likely
that his animus against the Sinhalese
was directed against the activities
of the Karava Christians, who laun-
ched a campaign against him bringing
to the attention of the Governor
allegedly seditious articles In  his

journal  SINHALA BAUDDHAYA,
especially in the issue of 30 May
1914, (LAMKA GUARDIAN VYol
3. Me. 1) He let loose a barrage
of arrack against the Catholics
without realising that a sizable

section of them had contradictions
with the British rulers and that
their living conditions wWere
appalling. According to Anagarika
“Roman Catholic nuns are excellent
matchmakers. These npuns are not
virgins.” (The Feudenberg Trans-
lation citad by Prof. Ralph Peiris.
LANKA GUARDIAN Yol. 3. Ne. [ 1)
The Sinhala Bauddhaya which didn't
see  any difference between the

rulers and the indigenous nen-
buddhist  population referred to
Tamils, Moars and Europeans as

tinfidels of degraded race” (Rise
of the Labour Movement in Ceylon



by Dr. Kumari Jayawardena. p. 170).
The paper was so venomous in
its attacks on the Muslims during
the height of 1915 riots that the
Government had to take a decision
to ban this. In a letter to the
Secretary of State for the colenies,
on 1915 riots he says *The
Muhammedans, an alien people, whe
in the carly part of the [%th
century were commen traders, by
Shylockian methods became pros-
perous like the Jaws.. .. What the
German Is te the Britisher that
the Muhammedan fs to the Sinha-
lese.” {Return te Rightecusness
p. 540-41)

Mihal Ferera wants us to treat
all these deep seated reactionary
views of Anagarika as mere 'short
comings’ and  ‘understand in  the
light of historical conditions, while
conveniently ignoring certain  signi-
ficant  political and social develop-
ments. Anagarika (1864-1933) lived
at a time where organised working
class agitation in Europe created
ri]J:pIes which lzpped the shores
of our country. The printers strike
of 1893; The laundry workers
strike of 1896; The carters strike
of 1906; The railway workers
strike of [912; The general strike
of 1923 are afew examples. Also,
it should be noted, that this was
the period in which the Great
October Revolution of 1917 took
place. In this milieu Anagarika's
speeches writings hurling aspersions
at the non-Buddhist local popula-
tion would have only helped to
retard the progress of the orga-
nised working class. This, too,
facilitated the rulers to put inte
operation their divide and rule
policy rather effectively.

Nihal Perera in his endeavour
to teach Gunadasa Amarasekers,
the difference between a Marxist
and 2 Patriot throws himself into
a2 labyrinth.. He cites what Mao
Tse-Tung has said about Dr. Sun
Yat Sen, in a different context to
give Anagarika the wveneer of a
patriotic  leader.  MNihal  Perera
wouldn't have been in sueh a
dilemma if he had ever read what
Mao Tse-Tung has said in unequi-
vocal languzge on  patriotism -
“There s the ‘patriotism’ of the
Japanese aggressors and of Hitler,

-

(Centinwed on poge (4)
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Interview with Lionel Bopage — (2)

e e i g,

e e oo . i

JVP on the LSSP, CP

O: You are on record as having
repeatedly addressed the young
elements at the base of the CPSU
and wrged ithem 1o change rheir
leadership  and make a  self-
criticism. I this was done, vou
pledged  that  the JVP  would
willingly enter into united actions
with the CPSL. Owi g to a variety
of factars, internal and external, a
self-criticism was made, a leadership
change effected, and a re—orientation
of the general line took place-
concerning the SLFP, the national
bourgesisie etc.  But  far  from
responding  favourably you have
continued to  ariack the CPSL
(excepr for a brief interregnum).
Why do you refuse to enter united
actions with this party? At an
earlier period you had expressed
your willingness to enter into united
actions with those sections of the
left which had not participated in
and had condemned the repression
of April 1971. Al a press conference
given immediately after vour release
you even expressed willingness 1o
enter  into  united actions  in
defence of democratic rights, with
the Devil's  grandmother.  Why
have you abandoned these positions?

A: You are right when you say
that we urged the young elements
at the base of the CPSL to change
their leadership and make self—
criticism concerning the betrayals
entered upon by it plus its extremely
class-collaboratienist policy.  Alse,
we declared there that it was only
after these requirements were met
that we should consider whether
any united action with the CP
could be possible.

It is true that a leadership change
vas effected and some self-criticism
was made, but this was all for
the purpese of deluding the mem-
bership of the CP and, on the
whole, blindfolding the working
masses of the country. The re-
orientation of the general line of
the CP must however, be tested
in practice. When the said ‘re-
orientation’ of the CPis scrutinised
with care, itis not too difficult to
percieve that it is deliberatlely done

to take the masses for a ride
We know that there had been
several instances where the CP
was on the brink of repudiating
the so-called re-orientation,
[Maybe the CP found it difficult
to resist the appetising memories
of the old intimacy, and almost
rushed to plant a couple of kisses
on the cheeks of Its ex-love, SLFP).
Thelr virtual state of being class-
collaboraticnist,  their  unalterad
policy of following Moscow blindly,
and their unceasing sectarian activities
to undermine the organisation of
the JVP made it Impassible for
us to enter into united action of
any kind with them. Those sections
which did not take part in and
had condgmned the repression of
April "7 8 especially the CMU—
too have developed close relations
with the SLFP and become class
—collaborationist. We endeavourad
our best to convince them that
they have raken the wrong end of
the stick but they were reluctant
to deviate from their course. We
very much appreciate their upright-
ness in the face of the massive
repression but it's a pity that now
they are against that uprightness 2

lot more than they were for it
in 1971,

We, however, still maintain that
we are willing to enter inte united
action provided that our allies-to
—be are truly socialist. If there is
a party oragroup ready to work
genuinly for building soclalism  in
5ri Lanka —regardless whether the
devil's grandmother tas belongs to

ite—we would love to be in irs
company.
& Ie rgFz, the ‘Niyamuwa

carried a g part  series onm  the
LSSP, entitled ‘The last Journey
of the LSSF'. Initis stated thai
the LESP leaders embraced or
propagated socialist ideals solely
to ouwiflank the traditional political
leadership and gain  popularity
among the working class. The
"Rathu Lanka' in its April 1978
irsue went on to say that the old
left actions were ‘not accidents or
mistakes, but conscious and deli-

Lionel Bopage is Actg.
Gen. Sec. of the [VP. |

berate  betrayals’. Is it your
contention  that the LSSP has
never made a positive contribution
at any stage in its g5 year
fistory?  Futhermore is it  not
ironic that your party has now
adopted many theoretical positions
that the LSSP articulated in its
anti-Stalinist heydey? Then again,
why have you  refrained  from
comntenting critically on the LESP'y
Trotskyist past?

A: The LSSP, as 2 politial formatian,
has been striving throughout to
secure the class rights and intereses
of the petty-bourgecisie of Srj
Lanka. This can be proved by analy-
sing its doings in the last 45 years,
both theoretical and practical. Byt
as a consequence of the organisation
of the working class which the
LSSP did solely for the purpose of
attaining its class aims, there had
been, so to speak, numerous b
—praducts. Amaong thase gains, whicg
were totally accidental, was the
struggle to disperse Marxst ideology,
Yetc their deliberate attempt  was
not ta equip the masses with
Marxist—Leninisc ldeology bur 1o
Inject a concatenation of petty-
bourgeois thoughts inte their brain
cells.

We are of the firm opinion that
the 45-year old LSSP has never
made 8 positive contribution to tha
Socialist Revolution, whereas owing
to the doings of the petty-bourgeois

groups such as the LSSP, CP, MEP
etc. the working class had been

able to acquire some sporadic
benefits which were not less than
incidental.  And we did analyse

Trotkyism in the LSSP :some time
ago. There we asserted with preci-
sion that we have major and
fundemental differences with Trots.
kiysm.

O: While you ardently support
national liberation  struggles  the
world over, from Puerto Rico to
East Timor and from western
Sahara to  Neamibia, You are
vehemently opposed to the slogun
af an indepndent, secular, socialist
Tamil Ealam and you also reject
armed struggle to  achieve this
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goal.  Furthermore vou have taken
up a position which equares, and
denownces equally, Sinhala chauvi-
wisin and Tamil nationalism therehy
ignoring the fundamental Leninist
distinction  between the bhourgeois
nationalism of and oppressed nation
which  has a democratic  and
progressive content. Owing to this
you have been denounced and have

dentounced i turn,  the militani
Tamil youth organizations  who
should have been your natural
allfes, Is your internationalism
only for expart?

A: We have always made the
distinction between the bourgeois
naticnalism of the oppressor and
the oppressed. Hence if someone
says that we have denounced,

Sinhalza Chauvinism and Tamil natio-
alism equally or equated them, he
is badly mistaken. We have proclaimed
enough that Tamil naticnalism s
bourgeeis nationalism induced by
Sinhala Chauvinism. Thus we have
truly recagnised the democratic and
progressive content of the struggle
of the Tamil-speaking people.

We do recognize the Iindisputable
right of the Tamil speaking people
to self-determination, le, to separa-
tion, and continue to agitate so as
to make these rights recognised by
all. Can anybody say that this is
not the genuine Marxist-Leninist
position concerning the matter in
question! We are, however,
opposed to the slogan of an
independent, secular, “socialist™
Tamil Ealam since it runs
counter to the socialist social
revolution which is our supreme
aim. Therefore in principle we do
not agree on the contents of this
slogan but this, by no means, means
that we do not recognize their
right to seperation. In case the
Tamil-speaking people  arrive at
the decision to be seperate, they
have the right to choose the sort
of struggle they should adopt. As
far as we are concerned, never have
we supgestad them either to accept
or to reject a particular form of
struggle.

It is indeed true that we volced
gur disagreement when terrorist
tactics were in progress, for we
believe that any form of gerrorism
would drive the masses away from
the revolutionary movement. Altho-
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ugh there soveral  militant
organizations of Tamil youth
glaim to have teached” Marxist-
Leninist positiens  regarding
Mational Question, we  reliably

understand that they have not.

are

Prior te concluslon, | wish to
mention that our internationallsm
Is nothing other than FPreletarian

internationalism which . ls based on

genuine  Marxlsm-Leninism.

Letters

UNP and
Balogh—ney

The more | read 'Chintaka’ the
more | am reminded of Thomas
Balogh’s observations on the Oxbridge
type of education which "“Placed a
premium on dialectic skill racher
than knowledge of the world™
The reasons why 'The enly true
alternative to the UNP have remained
where they are, are plain to see
Will these incellectuals never
educate themselves!

re—

Gangoda G. Punchirala

Anagarika . ..
{Continued from poge [2)

and there is  our patriotism.
Communists must resolutely oppose
the ‘patriotism’ of the Japanese
aggressors and of Hitler” (Selected
Readings from the Waorks of Mao
Tse-Tung. p. 113} It would seem
that Dr. Kumarl Jayawardena was
also prompted by a similar out
look when she gave Anagarika the
label of a ©Buddhist Mationalist"
while making the following obser-
vations about Arunachalam — “Buc
Arunachzlam was more than cultured
and liberal minded: he was radical
in bath his palitics and his approach
to labour. In many of his public
specches on  political and  social
issues, he had to restrain his views
in order to accomodate the maore
eonservative  opinions  of  other
Ceylonese political leaders,” (The
Rise of the Labour Movement In
Ceylon, by Dr. Kumari Jayawar-
dena, p.204)

that-
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Trotskyism, Vama and the NSSP

Shanta de Alwis

hintaka has replied to my article

on the “N3SP znd popular
frontism™ using the standard Stall-
nist techniques of slander,  vilifiga-
tion, distortion and falsification: |
will ignore the personal attacks
and concentrate an the political
guestions he has raised,

Trotskyism

Let me first take up the points
zhout Trotskyism In zeneral. Essen-
tially he makes twe points: One
is that "all wvictorious revolutions
hitherto, have seen fit without
exception, to incarcerate  and/or
liquidate Trotskyises precisely be-
cause of the infernal nuisance they
make of themselves by their inces-
sant nagging...."

This point cannot be answered
fully without a detailed explanation
of the concept of defarmed work-
ers states and the Marxist theory
of colenial revolutions.

Since the main subject of contro-
versy, the historical record of the
MSSP, must be dealc with in same
detail | will content myself here
with the following briel remarks:

If the Trotskyises were merely
an “infernal nuisance" why was it
necessary to destroy them physically?
The reason js that all these reve-
lutions, due to wvarious causes which
I have net the space to elborate
on here, spawned forth parasicic
exploitative bureauvcracies which can-
not wolerate any kind of dissent.
Least of all can they talerate
Trotskyism which  advocates the
overthrow of these bureaucracies
and the establishment of workers'
power. Even if Trotsgyists are
numerically insignificant, the bureau-
cracies realize the potential power
of their deas. If for example the
Polish Stalinists had not liquidated
the Folish Trotskyists, the Polish
workers would not have stopped
half way, thus leaving the way open
fof the bureaucrzcy to reassert
itsell in time and remove even the
limited concession wrung out of
them, as happened in 1956, 1970.
and 1977, Instead, the workers

On Junoary 31st, the Socizl Scien-
e Associntion’'s Current  Affairs
Study Cirele sponsored a dlscussion
on the S5, L. I, P.

In their cirenfar o participants,
the 5.5 A, weote: “The articles on
Sinhata Popolism by Viekremabahu
Karunoratoe which  were recently
published in the Lanka Giordime
hove gpenernted o great deal of con-
troversy and debate reparding the
mature and character of the Sri Lanka
trecdom Pargy''.

The article in the L. G. by Dr
Vickremabahu Karunaratae, whao led
the discussion ol the 5. 5. A, ful-
lowed o contribition te this journal
by another leading member of the

| M. 5. 80P, Prol. Shanta de Alwis,
on the N. 8 5. P. and Popular

| Fromtism. A reply fo this by Chin-
fubzd was  pohlished in subscguent
issues, Im view af the current inte-
rest in this amd related issues, we
wow publish u rejoinder to Chintalka
by Shanta de Alwis

would have moved on to overthrow
the buresaucracy and establish work-
ers’ power. This would have enor-
meous repurcussions all ever Eastern
Europe and the USSR, as all the
bureaucracies in these countries are
extremely unstable, for they are
unable today to resclve the crisis
of bureaucratic planning.

The second point he makes is
about the antipathy of various
revolutionaries to Trotskyism.

Mame Dropping

Mow If name dropping is a mea-
sure of theoretical liceracy then
Chintaka deserves the equivalent of
a Nobel Prize and I'm guilty of
of making in Chintaka's words, a
“ludicrous exhibition of himself flaun-
ting his thearetical illiteracy” and
should be duly punished by being
deprived of the right to make use
of the Lanka Guardian as a plat-
form. However | believe the editor
of this journal has a mare mature
appraisal of such matters. Asfor
the people he mentions, excepting
Gramsei, none of the others ean
be considered 2 Marxist revolu-
tionary,

Che Guevara was a romantic he-
roic figure, a revc[utlnnar}r in some

geod sense. However, he cannot be
considered a Marxist. Marxism holds
that the working class is the only
revolutionary class in this era, and
Che Guevara certainly did net base
himself on the working class. His
tragic attempts to reproduce  the
'‘Cuban Model’ in other South Ame-

rican  countries like Bolivia, show
the essentially petit  bourgeois
romantic nature of his thinking.

His hostility to Trotskyism is hardly
surprising.

Practically all Third World re-
velutionaries have had similar con-
ceptions. This is 2 consequence of
the petit bourgeois nature of these
socleties. The domination of Stali-
nism which is a petit bourgeels
daviation fram Marxism, ever the
lsft movements of thase eountries,
is hardly surprising. The consequence
has been that in spite of enor-
maously favourable objactive condi-
tions, revalutions in the Third world
have been relatively few and even
in those cases, they have taken
place in a disterced fashion.

As for the various authors he
mentions, |am net unaware of their
hostile attitude ta Trowskyism, |n
fact that is exactly what | would
expect from them. Let us take a
few examples,

Explicit Stalinist

Althusser was once an explieit
Stalinist. Today he has broken away
from the ideclogy of the parasitic
counter-ravolutionary  bursaucracies
of the workers' states and not
having besn z2ble to come to a
Marxist position, finds himself in a
theoretical and pelitical wilderness.
Debray is today a leading adviser
to the French refermist laader Fran-
cols  Mitterand.  Furthermare, he
propounds 2 reactionary thesis of
French Messiznism! Emmanual pro-
duced a weighty tome to “prove”
that workers of the Imperialisc
countries explait the workers and
peasants of the Third World. It is
clearly not possible far me to give
a detajled analysis of the theoretical
positions ef all these people, but
| should emphasize that many of
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them have clearly reactionary posi-
tions and the others have thoroughly
confused anes.

The only excsption is Gramsci.
However Gramsci's writings, inspite
of many profound insights, are
perhaps as a result of the difficult
conditions under which he was
writing, full of ambiguities and
paradoxes. Indeed it should be no-
ted that Euro Communists {especially
the ltalian ones) trace their political
ancestry  to  Gramscl’s  conception
of the “war of positien” which
he contrasted with the “war of
mansuyre”. The latter {revoluticnary
offensive — valid for the East not
for the West) he wrongly attributed
to Trotsky. The irony of this was
that It was Trotsky who (togsther
with Lenin) criticised the ultra Lef-
tism of the lwalian Party (led by
Gramscl} In 1921-22 and advocated
the United Frant (war of position).

The point is that Gramsci was
writing during the so called “third
perlod” phase of the Comintern,
when it had rejected the UF tactic,
His criticism of the Stalinist Comin-
rern and  Trotsky's eriticisms  of
that time are practically identical.

MN55P and Yama

Let me now deal with the main
issue; the question of the attitude
of Wama Samasamajaya and the
MNSSP to coalicion  politics. In my
original article | pointed out that
the MNSSP from its origins as the
Vama Tendency within the L3SP,
was distinguished by Its consistent
oppesition to the popular frontist
policies of the leadership. Chintaka
seeks to dispute this claim. In the
process he has completely distorted
the history of the MESP.

Let me first deal with his factual
errars both minor and major.

{a) Kumar David has not left the
MSSF as Chintaka claims.

(b) Oswin Fernando had absolutely
nothing to do with the notorious
“Hansa Regiment”, {see Lanka Guar-
dion 15 Movember [1980) Reggle
Mendis however, who flirted with
us for 2 few moenths, found a2 more
confessional place to expiate his
guilt regarding that eplsode, In the
JVE!

() As an example of the “fact”
that Vama had “no clear conceptual
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grasp of the SLFP and consequently
did not articulzate a clear position
on the questicn of relations with
that party” Chintaka gquotes the
Yfamous Second Resolution of the
LSSP conference in July 1972", The
fact Is however that 'the famous
Sacond Resolution™ at the conference
of Movember (there wasn't ene in
July) 1972 was not a2 Vama rese-
lution.

Yama Position

The Wama positien on the second
Resolution is  clearly stated in 2
letter to the General Secretary of
the LSSP dated Feb 20 1973

“From the beginning it was clear
that there were differences between
us { I.e. between the Second Re-
solution tendency and Vama). We
thought that the Second Resolution
ought to be based on a fundamental
critique of principles and we strongly
opposed any concessions to petit
bourgeois radicalism. When we made
z draflt of the resolution it was
rejected on the grounds that it was
too abstract and thearetical,

“A splic was inevitable but we
agreed to give critical suppert to
to their attempt and to publish
aur position in an internal document.

This letter together with the two
documents ““Whither Bound" and
“An  Intraduction  to Philosophy™
which put forth the Vama pesitions
(circulated inside the party In 1973)
are published in "An Important
question within the party.”

(d) “Then again nobody heard
very much of or from, ‘Vame’
during the 108 day Bank strike...."

A5 a matter of fact "Wama' took

a very clear stand in defence of
Trade Unlon  rights during  the
Strike. In an article on the bank
Strike  (‘Marxwadaya') Sept-Oct

|72} it pointed cut that “every
trade unionist must fighe for the
defence of TU rights. This implies
that in this peried when the demo-
cratic rights of the working class
are being threatened, the slogans
that the struggle be launched with-
in every TU in defence of this
fundamental right becomes a crucial
one”

As a consequence of our stand
on the Bank strike the Party
bureavcracy threatened to suppress
the magazine.

ﬂe}ThE April 6th 1977 press
release which Chintaka refers to is
not a Yama Statement. |t was lssued
by the group which was expelled
(or left the party) with Vasudeva
Manayzkkara, It In corporated many
cantrist currents a5 well as Wama
members. Wama hegemony was es-
tablishad enly at the December
1977 Conference,

Theoretical position

Vama's basic thzoretical pesitions
are contained in  the documents
collected  together in the bocklet
“An important guestion within the
party’’ (Feb |, 1974) and the maga-
zine Marxism especiaily the article
“Socialism and  Starisation'. Later
en the thoretical (middle paga)
articles in ¥ama Samasamajayo
elaborated on these positions.

The fact that the fundamental
critigue of the ccalition (yes from
|964 enwards) strategy of the
LSSP leadership and a clear analysis
of the SLFP was present from its
inception may be verifield fram the
documents of 197273 centained in

“An Important question,...",

The decument “Whither Bound"
is In fage the draft that Yama
prepared as a second resolution for
the 1972 conference, and was rejec-
ted by the leaders of the 'f'amous
resolution”  tendency. The Yama
documents Is an znalysis of the rise
of populism during the 350's and
'60s, Furthermore, It critically an-
alyses the LSSP's relationship to the
populist movement,

Let me tzke a few quotations.
“Although during the Bandaranaike
era the working class thought its
scruggles  and  the  rural  masses
through its influence {on the maove-
ment)  won  certain concessions,
fundamentally its content was the
consolidation of a2 new bourgeois
{mudalali) class” (An Important ques-
tion...." p.12)

"We may identify it ( I, e the
SLFP) as a populist mevement which
bases itsell on the asplracions of
the struggling middle class in order
to make the changes in the social
framework nacessary for 2 devel-
oping bourgeoisie. While the UnP
exists to defend the existing capitalist
framework the SLFP arcse in order
to widen the capitalist frame-
work by cutting off certain “reac-



tionary' capitalist sectlons if neces-
sary.” (“An important question,..."
p. 14 - my emphasis).

These are just a few highlights
of the analysis of the SLFP contained
in the azbove document, but even
they make it abundantly clear that
YVama had not only an extremely
clear understanding of the capitalist
class character of the SLFP but also
of its specific role in contradictinction
to that of the UNP. That Is precisely
the point | made in my previous
article.

Chintaka writes 'One had to wait
untill lace 1975-76 to hear from
the Vama group, a clear denunciation
of the 1964 betrayal.” Let me quote
again from the same 1972 document.

“The SLFP was unable (by 1961-
62) to carry on with its inflationary
welfarist palicies. The working class
which had been politically quiescent
began to move Into political class
struggles, The 1961 General Strike
is the mass example of this. Howaver
cur party (the LSSP) which had been
accustomed to  evaluate  political
trends only through the parliamentary
process did not believe that it was
possible te go forward, taking the
country as 2 whole In the above
fashion. Our leadership argued that
the rural masses were definicely
bound to SLFP polities and they
questioned how  strike struggles
would help to bring about the
separation of these masses from
the SLEP, and unite them with the
warking class. Their conceptoin is
is roughly as follows:

"“While the SLFP has been pushed
towards taking anti-imperialist dema-
cratic measures It has also won the
confidence of the masses. In the
face of today's crisis It will move
further left. Taking them forward
iz our responsibility. While according
to Trotsky's theory as these tasks
are being accomplished the werking
class acquires leadership, to tht
extent that the working.class be-
comes zctive the government’s for-

ward movement will alse take place.
Truly a warkers’ and peasancs'
government similar to Lenin's concep-
tion would be formed and this
process will lead to the waorking
class becoming the principal motive
force.

Howaver the true situation was
that by 1962 in the face of the
crisis the SLFP had to move right-
wards and the masses bagan to move
away from the 5LFP and look for
new paths. The support obtainad
by the WUnited Left Front made
this axtremely clear. It was
especially clear that the warking
class had entered the path of class
struggle. As a result of this and
the 1962 right wing threar, the
SLFP badly needed to protect luself
through a comgpromise with the
working class. The Lefrward switch
of 1964 must be understood in this
way. The SLFP arose because of
the needs of a developing bourgeoisia
in a period of boom. When the
boom was over and the SLFP was
on the verge of falling again into
third place its fall was broken by
our (i.e. the L35P) support.” (“An
important guestlon™ p. [4).

"Because of the strong boom in
in capitalism in the [950's and '60s:
it seemed as If capitalism was free
from crisls.  While in this period
the way was cleared for wvarious
reforms, these very reforms were
actually necessary for capital invest-
ment to take place. As a resulcof this
“new'" situation, bourgeois Ideoligies
began to seep in to the workers
mavement, and same formerly reve-
luticnary intelleccuals were led even
to abandon the thesis “canfidence
it the warking class, the path of
zocialism is the proletarian revo-
lution." Undoubtedly our leadership
was caught up in this empiricist
current”  (ibid p 19} "To split
or not to splic?

"The question which arises in the
minds of every comrade whao reads
the above critiqgue of principles in
whether we  should split or not
split from the coalition. But isn't
it mest likely te be dangerious to
break away is the question they
ask in the end? If we cn split
under favourable circumstances we
should work towards that goal.
Verily, the question arises in the
way. The quastion today is not

whether to splie. It is whether
we are going to use the cozlition
and parliament in order to create
a favourable situation for us under
which we can split the very nzar
future, or whether in we are going

to continue to attamot to  work
through the coalition. There can
be no debate abour this. To have

confidence In warking within  the
coalition is  the path of defear
Organising to take an indepandent
road rapidly is the path of victory."
(Ibid p. 18)

The popular front in Chile was
far more "Left Wing" than the
Sri Lankan one. It was dominated
by the working casss  parties with
only a small bourgesis component,
However even with regard to that
front Yama pointed out in October
1972 nearly one year before the
coup d'etar; “chat front will be a
forerunner to the victory of imperia-

lism." ({ibid p. 21).

My apologies to the reader for
quoting at such length from Vama
documents, but the unique and
complicated nature of the history
of the tendency and the distortions
made by Chintaka made that absolutely
necessary in order to put the records
straight.

(To be continued)
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THE WAY TO THE FUTURE

Dr, B, de Silya

o s will be realised, and as s
Anuw ‘becoming  apparent, large
sections of the people have begun
to be not mersly uneasy but to
positively resent the adverse Impact
on their daily lives of the conse-
quences of Government's above
summarised  pelicies. Government
itself . is~ not unaware of this
resentment. How has It met the
situation! Characteristically, by 2
hardening of its law and order
policies. - Charscteristically alsa, It
turned first upen the working class
organisations whose activities were
anyhow seen as an cbhstacle to the
free functioning of the ecconomy
the Government was spansoring.

Calvin

Mo other section of the masses
has moved against this Government
during three and-a-hall years of
LUMNPE rule in the manner that the
working class has moved But the
Government, not unconseious of the
possible reaction of the masses to
the blows it has been striking, has
engaged Iiwself systematically in the
same period  strengthening  its
repressive  apparatus and arming
itsell with wvarious repressive laws.

The aim of the legislation referred
to, stch  as  anti-terrorist  faws,
which cast 2 wider net than s
generally realized, may be defined
as that of passing in the ordinary
law much of the repressive powers
which previously were tzken by
Government only during  declarad
emergencies. It is the steady
strengthening of the repressive
apparatus of the state against

possible public disorder that
is more striking. The police
and armed forces have been

doubled in these three-and-a-
half years; they have been
armed with deadlier modern
WEApONS znd trained in
their use, not against any
foreign foe but against the
mass of the civilian population
of their own country. The feared
upsurge of the masses in des-
peration against their sharply
deteriorating condition is what
is being prepared against by
the dispersal of armed centres
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of specially armed and trained
police, as also military units,
throughout the country in
preparation for instant action
anywhere against any sign of
mass action. Despite beld words
from the President, this Govern-
ment fears the masses they are
oppressing.

On  this day of our forty-fifth
anniversary what is necessary to
realise first of all is that this UNP
Government has moved into a critl-
cal phase despite the cruel display
of Its vaunted strength, for instance
during the July upsurge of the
working class. The crisis  derives,
not frem the actions of the masses,
but froam the unanticipated diffi-
cultics the Goavernment has run into
In respecc of the financing of its
boasted development policies. It s
not merely that the vaunted open
and free economy 15 in  distress,
calling for some revision of palicies.
The true source of the crisis Is
that the Government's finances are
in a state of near-collapse. The
cause?! The runpaway inflation which
is, In the main, its own creatcion,
that is to say, the consequences
mastly of its own policies,

The announced central aim  of
the WUMP Government has bean
the achievement of a rate of
development which  will overtake
and dissolve the mass unemploy-
ment which has becoma a perma-
nent feature of 5ri Lanka. Hence,
for instance, the accempred high
acceleration of the Mahaveli scheme.
High development connotes  high
investment; and the investments
contemplated were colossal in terms
of the Sri Lanka economy. - The
required finance simply could naot
be generated by 5ri Lanka's under-
developed economy. This had to
be found from abroad. The prin-
cipal agencies which could arrange
the finance were the International
Manetary Fund and the World
Bank; that is to say, the major
collective lending agencies, set up
in the interests of world capitalism
and dominated in their own finan-
cing and  policy-making by the

the Gavernments of the advanced
capitalist countries, principally USA.

Banks are not philanthropic

institutions though bankers often
spezk in philanthropic  terms. 5o,
in fact, does aur local  village

money-lender zlso. Big banks |=nding
big meney for investment not enly
assess projects and  scrucinise esti-
rmates with care, but also  ensure
that the borrower's policies accord
with the lender's concepts of the
needs of protection of the Lender's

investment. This has in fact been
the source and cause of the poli-
cies  follewed by  the UNP
Government. These policies were

an essential part of the terms on
which the money was lent to the
UNP Government.

The runaway inflatien of the last
three years has sent the originally
approved estimate hay—wire. Costs
have escalated  three—and-a-half
times in the course of the three-

and-a-half years of UMNP  rule.
And .our last state is worse than
the first; for, if the escilated

costs of inputs canmot be met, the
original  Investment  itself  stands
Imperilled to the point of becoming
fruitless. A partially builc  dam
which has to be abandoned were
for better not bulle ac all It Is
like pouring money down 2 sink.

That is the correct situation of
the UMF Government. It is unable
to ralse the money necessary Lo
finance the escalated costs by a
lsng chalk. The economics of the
Ald  countries  are  in serious
recession and, In econsequence, they
are  not ready to contemplate
increase of their Aid beyond the
amounts originally promised. They
demand of the UNP Government
both  that It turns further the
screw of deprivation of the masses
(e.g. the recent increases in bus and
rail fares) in order to protect the
investments already made and that
it slows down development, by
abandoning planned works or post-
poning them for better times.

The political consequences of the
course of action demanded by the
IMF and the World Bank ecan of



course be disastrous to the masses
also, The consequent slowing down

of the functioning of the total
economy can be calculated In money
terms but cannot even be measured

in human_ terms. lt will affect every
section of the people and reduce
the masses to pentry and misery.

This is the prospect for the
UNP Government and the masses
under its rule unless the |MF and
the World Bank relent and the
Ald countries cough up the necessary
cash, or other aid Is found from
other suggested sources (e.g. from
private foreign capital through bank
consortia or from the OPEC  count-
ries which a Hamesd-Led delegation
is soon to visit), This is what
makes a deal over Trincomalee
with the USA a possibility even
if it has not already been
entered upon. A desperate UNP
Government will not hesitate to
resort to desparate remedies, That
is what makes the domestic prospects
portentous. A failure of Ald can
only result in the UMNP Govern-
ment resorting to Incensified rep-
ression  to stamp down on the
restless masses. So that whatever
remains of democracy will be the
first victim. It is a grim prospect
unless the masses intervene in time

te Impose their own  Socialist
solution,
And there's the rub. The orga-

nised working class has Just suffercd
a major defeat in strike struggle
agalnst the Government. The mass
of the victimised in thar struggle
is so large that recovery in the
short run is not easy. It will
require sustained intense effort,

At the same time, if the financial
erisis of the UNP  Government
deepens and spreads, as it must
in that event, to the general
economy, sections of the masses
are bound to rise in protest and
to resist the Gavernment. The task
for the parties in Opposition to
the present Government is urgently
to prepare the masses for such
protest and resistance, organizing
them and educating them to a
realisation of the situation and of
the necessary courses of action.

Why do | say: “It is for the
Opposition parties”! For two main
reasons. MNo oppesitien. paolitical

party can cope with the task by

itself going it alone. A  broad
coalitien of parties is necassary
to cope with the task. The
second maln  reason s that the
masses too nead to unite breadly
Lo generate the strength necessary
for successful confrontation of the
Government’s repressive apparatus.
This process too requires a broad
coalition of the partics in  which
the various sectlons of the masses
place thelr trust. Thus, the urgent
need of the day is a hbroad
united front of the politieal
parties which can work together
to  prepare the masses to
demonstrate in protest against
the Govermment’z &ver-sprea-
ding attacks on their living
standards and on their demo-
cratic rights. The nucleus of
such a front already exists in
the Five Party arrangements
for joint agitation and action
on agreed mass issues. Thae
required broad front of political
parties opposed to the UNP
Government can well develop
out of the joint activities of
the Five Parties, if those
activities are carried out syste-
matically and in close relation
to the developing political and
economic situation,

Developing this ant-UNP  front,
however, is enly part of the respon-
sibility that rests on the party's
shoulders right now. The wider
and no less urgent task of bringing
the masses to the concrete pro-
gramme of measures our Party
has worked out for the solution
of especially the problems of
inflation and  mass  unemployment
has to be simultaneously performed
by us. The performance of that
task will have the added value of
providing the masses in action with
the necessary perspective along
which  to  advance.  The pers-
pective of course is the perspective
of the Sacialist transformation of
society in Sri Lanka—a transfor-
matian which  can  neither be
Initiated ~ nor  carried  through
successfully without the participa-
tlon of the masses at every stage
of the process. That concept is
basic to our philosophy and our
pelities.

A word about this programme,

any. exposition of which. s . not

intended to be =z part of this
address. For an  zuthoritative and
lucid exposition of that programme,
| refer you to Comrade Leslie
Goonewardene's publication entitled
“The Way Ahead” and the resc-
lution of the 1978 Conference of
the LS5P on the “Road to Socia-

lism in Sri Lanka"™. What 1 wish
to do here is to stress the
concreteness  of  the  programme;

that is to say that the programme
spezks of what concrete steps will
have to be taken by the masses
in power to pger themselves on
the road to 2 socialist society and
to advance alang that read. It s
the duty of cveryone in the Party
and lts  ancillary  organisations to
study closely and master in detail
this programme which we must
actively  take, individually  and
collectively, to other people, other
parties, other groups and to the
massess,

- -Before | finish, | would like to
make an earnest appeal to our
membership. We are observing
our forty-fifth anniversary in a

changed and changing world and
country, as | pointed out at the
outset of thls address. As | have
pointed out in the second srage
of my address, all of Importance
that we have achieved over the
Eears of our existence as a party
as been put in issue all over
again and brought under ever—
maunting attack In the last three
years, which are years of rule of
a revamped and reorganized UNP,
using the more modern instru-
ments of politics and political
activity with which the masses
of Sri Lanka are not familiar.
This  virulently  reactionary and
solidly anti-Left Government eame
inta being with our Party, like
the Left generally, pushed right
back into  the background of
politics by the pgreatest electoral
defeat that we have suffered in
our history.” That defeat threw us
inte a critical phase of our own
history  which now coincides  will
a critical phase In the life of the
UMP Government and the move-
ment of the masses,

The required effort o ift
ourselves out of this critical phase
of the party’s development ean
best succeed through our throwing

== (Continuad -on- page- 24)
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The Forming of Content (2)

Content has many dimensions

Sagara

een in the broadest historical
perspective, art that has per-
maneft meaning and value did not

arise 2lways in  periods of great
histari<2l change or of heightencd
cocial turbulence nor, necessarily,
deriye from an ideclogical stand-

point which we would consider
progressive. Some of the grea:est
works of imagination were created
in the service of slave dynasties
and feudal kings and lords and was
based of the oppression and exploic
tation of the working masses, cele-
brating and enriching the life of
the ruling classes and upholding
and entrenching idealogy. MNor  were
these creations limited to a period
when these dominant classes were
in a historically creative or rave-
lutionary phase, but 2lso appear
in periods of stability and achie-
vement as well as in perlods of
disintegration. This is equally true
of modern times. Much of the
great literature, theatre and pain-
ting of the |9th and 20th century
were produced in 2 bourgeois ar
petit-bourgeois miliey, If not dire-
ctly in the service of the bour-
geolsie, at a time when the capl-
talist werld order and the civili-
zatlon of the bourgecisle is in a
state of acute crisis, Thus, the
fears and confusions of the frac-
tured warld of the bourgeoisie,
the social, cultural and psychologi-

cal chaos that has been created
under its leadership, the precari-
ousness of the individual predica-
ment, the dehumanisation and dist-
ress of the masses are all inten-

sely reflected in the artistic crea-
tlons of modern times.

Marxist criticism makes a camplex
appraisal of all this froem both an
artistic and historical  viewpalint.
It views the art of class and pre-
class societles as part of man's
long and continuous record of cul-
tural achievement and draws on
uses this great body of arcistic
experience to  enrich the artand
literature of struggle and, in soci-
eties where that is possible, of
soclallst  construction.  In assessing

the art of the past it pays special
attention to the genius of artists
and craftmen, who rarely belonged
to the dominant classes and sees
that all artistic creations were, in
the final analysis, drawn from vthe
congealed blood and sweat of the
working people of all time™. It
analyses the origins and  structura-
tion of a work of arcand exami-
nes how its significance and social
function has often changed from
age to age and audience to audi-
ence, |t attempts, in other werds,
to achieve the broadest and deep-
est assessment of it

But that is not all. The 19th
and 20th century also  sees the
beginnings of the struggle of oppre-
ssed classes and peoples on a2 warld-
wide scale and their attempe, for
the first time in history, to create
societies of & new type (or types)
with socialist aspirations.  This has
had its reverberations in the sphere
of art and culture in general, That
these primary attempts at an art
which supersedes or at least which
attempts to go beyond the arrof
earlier or existing social formations
are cruder and less ‘finished’ or
less successful than, let us say, the
highly developed art and literature
of the bourgesisie, does not aute-
matically render them less valuable.
Marxist criticism has a special res-
ponsibility towards them; a speei-
fic interest In ctheir development,
an appraisal of the positive and
negative aspects of their achieve.
ment and a highly sensitive aware-
ness of the historical conditions in
which they have emerged and the
historic rale they have to play.
Eipecially in countries like ours,
where the achievements of art pro-
duced in a bourgeois or petithour-
geois milleu are not substantial,
pngI'ESSi‘-"E art and “tEl'E'ELirE — L &,
an zrt 'of struggle, criticism and
aspiration — plays an important, If
not a dominant, role in the forma-

tion of modern culture and ways
of thought and feeling. To con-
fuse the nature of this achieve-
ment and the conditions in which

| Literary criticism
|

it arises with that of the well-
developed traditions of capitalist
sacieties is a basic error, while to
ignore the dialectic which exists
between feudal, popular or tradi-
tional and bourgeois art, on the
one hand, and the emerging art of
the oppressed classes and peoples
is also a mistake,

Proeeeding in  this manner, we
begin to see that the meaning of
content has se many dimensions
to it and that it also pervades
the very concept of form itself,
that is to say, the form and style
of a work eof art is itself imbued
with the historical and social con-
text of the period associated with
Its formation and development. The
fact that we can identify the dis-
tinctive forms and styles of a period
or a culture is the clearest mani-
festation of this, Just as the phe-
nomenan that the faorms creaced
by one age or culture may be re-
used or re-interpreted (or for that
matter may arise quite indepen-
dently) in entirely different contexts
and perhaps with very different
signification, reinforces the idea of
the primacy of content over form.
While the efectiveness of a work
of art and its power and witality
derive frem the interdependence
of form and content, Marxist cri-
ticism compels us to see that the
very form and content itself and
the meaning and functien of thac
work relate to much wider para-

metars, both internal and exter-
nal ta the work itself,
Reggie Siriwardena's song from

Shelley s indeed a useful test to
which he himself should turn his
cricical powers and knowledge of
European literature and  society.
He makes 2 fair point In quating
that poem and drawing our atten-
tion to the freshness and power
of Shelley's language and imagery,

but | think it necessary that he
should go further. The present
writer knows lictle about Shelle
or the specific context in whicr!'

his wark was written and received,
(Cantinued on page 24)
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Review

‘Netra’ : Countering racism

ust as the inequities of the
J international Economic Order are
replicated  within  the national
economies of most ‘Third World"

countries, the imbalances and asym-
metries of the global information
order are mirrored in the domes
stic information systems  of our
societies. This is why radicals have
always linked the struggle for a
new International economlic  arder
with the struggle for new domestic
economic order. This is also why
the call for new internationzl in-
formation is being identified by the
maore enlightened elements in the
‘Third Woarld" with the call for a
new domestic information order.

In the absence of such a dimen-
sion the slogan of a NI O merely
translates itself into an effort by
the governing elites of the "Third
World' te close off their countries’
information system from news flows
which have a eritical character.

Under representation and mis-
representation have bean identi-
fied as the characteristic defects
of the Western dominated global
information system. These features
of under representation and misra-
presentation are also characteristics
of the domestic information systems,
specially as regards certain social
strata, natienzl  minorities  and
dissident political currents. This Is
no surprise, since the classes thac
own and control the means of
material production also own and
control the means of mental pro-
duction, which is why the deminant
ideas in any society during a parti-
cular period are the jdeas of Its
dominant class. It is only recently
hewever that progressive clements
in our ceuntry have begun to pay
serfous attention to the ideclogical
state apparatus (ISA), that Is to say
the apparatuses through which the
idealogical dominance of certain
social groups is ensured and the
subordination of other broader
social layers is maintained.

Since the dominant social groups
are numerically much smaller than
the dominated layers, it is necessary

to promote divisions and exacerbate
existing splits within the ranks of
the working masses, This Is parti-
cularly so during a period of deep
structural crisis in soclety, Polaris-
ing the masses along ethnic and
re%igiuus lines is one of the cbviaus
methads of preventing, or breaking
Up, a unity along socioeconomlc

(i. e. class} lines which would have
immense negative consequences for
the ruling elite. This is why the
propogation  of chauvinism, both
overt and covert, is countenced [f
not actively festered by the govern-
ing authorities. It is not that the
personnel who manned the country's
mass media are engaged in some
dark conspiracy together with the
ruling elite to keep the populace
divided along racial lines, but rather
that these personnel themselves
have been socialised into the domin-
ant values of our society and con-
tinue to diseminate these selfsame
class biased and echnocantric values
and outlocks in their daily Journa-
listic practice. The proprietors of
the private newspaper groups, and
in the case of the state owned
media, the ‘commissars' who run
them however push this chauvinistic
line with a far greater degree of
class consciousness and anti-people
sentiment  than do the Journalists
themselves. The net resulc is that
the readers are subtly suffused
with chauvinistic sentiment almost
en a day to day basis and the
dominant  divisive ideology s
reproduced continually.

This is why radicals have called
for “counter  informatien” or
alternative systems of information.
In Britain for instance there exists

the Campzign Against Racism in
the Media (CARM). In Sri Lanka
a similar erganisation, the Council

for Communal Harmony through

the Mediz was set up after the
seminar  In - July 1979 by a core
group of 25 people. The function
of this organisation was being to
be the promotion of healthy
intercommunal  relations and  the
exposure of undesirable communal
manifestations In the media. To

this end the council organised a
seminar on “The Film as 2 Madium
of Cross-Cultural Communication,’
and has initiated two research
studies, one, on the reporting by
the press of Sansoni Commission's
proceedings and the other on schoal
textbooks and communal relations.
The results of these two research
studies will be published when they
are completed in the course of
the year. The Council has alse
begun a regular monitoring of the
media In respect of material which
affects communal relations,

The products of this menitering
is contained In a 4 page newsletter
entitled MNetra which is issued In
Sinhala, Tamil and English. The first
of these newsletters containing
material derived from monitoring
the media In the period mid Sep-
tember to mid December [980 has
just been  published by Reggie
Siriwardena.  In an Introductary
comment the CCHM requests readers
to draw its attention to any items
in the press, the radio, film or
television in this country which may
affect communal relations of good
or ill and which seemed worthy
of comment in the news letter.
The CCHM would also be glad to
receive the names and addresses
of those Interested in reading the
newsletter. Those in sympathy with
the work of the CCHM could
write to Mr. Reggle Siriwardena,
CCHMP. 0. Box 601, Colombe. - D.J,
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Content has...
(Continued from poge 20)

but | recall that Shelley was some-
thing of a social revolutionary and
a follower of Gedwin and other
Utoplan socialists.  What little poe-
try of his that | have at hand
while writing this, seams deeply
imbued with the conditions of the
time-social, political, epistemologi-
cal and or course literary. It is not
Shelley's craft (smanship) — certainly
a vital aspect of the poetry
— which determines the poem but
the coincidence we rm‘ght say of
his personal and social being. Cri-
tical appraisal of the poem which
limits itself to its message and
sentiments and an  analysls of its
poetic structure, i.e. the way In
which it warks, is a wvalid, butan
inadequate _basis for contributing
towards a general theory of art
and criticism.

If Marxist criticism Is to fulfil
Its creative social functions it has

to go beyond a polemic that dwe-

lls- on its -mistakes or inadequacies,

or the limitations of one particu-
lar school or tendency and strive
towards 2 clearer grasp of its the-
oretical basis as well as the vige-

rous application of that theoretl-
cal approach to current develop-
ments. Theory in this sense can

no way be held to mean knowing
“Marx's Capital by heart"!

It would not be wnfair to say,
| think, that Samudran®s arcicles
have shown that he haz 2 clearer
view of these responsibilities than
mast of his cricics.

{Concluded)

The way to...
(Continwed from poge 1%)

ourselves callectively and individually
inte the task of organising the
masses in  the defence of = chejr
interests against this UMP Govern-
ment with a view ultimately to
confronting that Government and
prevailing over It If we fall
ourselves under this test, challenge
and opportunity, we shall be failing
in our duty in a bigger cause, the
cause of the masses in the struggle

for s=ocialism at 2 most difficult

junceure.
Whatever be our weakness at
any given. period, history shows

that the LS5F has unfailingly risen
to the occasion. | am confident |t
will be the same on this occasion
too when we  find ourselves at
perhaps the most difficult juncture
in our history facing whally new
tasks. Let us get to our tasks,
collectively  and individually, with
confidence in our own and the
people’s  futurs, We have the
correct line, we have the correct
programme.  With correct attivitﬁ
among the masses and zlong wit
the masses, we can win the battles
shead and help open the road to
the socialist future. Let us prepare
ourselves also as we prepare the
masses and thus become partici-
pants in the victory of the masses
over the UNP Government. That
is the next stage of political
development in our country and
also the next stage in the deve-
lopment of the Party itself. We
have a role to play and we shall
play il {Concluded)

ARISTONS TOURS
Me. 5, Gower Streer,
COLOMBO 5.

Cables: 'TURMNTIDE'

Phone : 8843 4,

FOR WELL OVER A HALF A CENTURY
ARISTONS nave suiLT up
GLOBAL REPUTATION IN THE FIELD OF EXPORTS AS WELL AS IMPORTS

ARISTONS HAVE OPENED QUT NEW VISTAS IN NON-TRADITIONAL
EXPORTS IN AN ENDEAVOUR TO CONTRIBUTING FOR NATIONAL GROWTH

HEAD OFFICE

ARISTONS LTD.

5 Gower Streat,
Colombo 5,

82102, Bl03&

EXPORT DEPARTMENT
140, Front Street,
COLOMBO 1.

Telex: 21302 RUWANI

14



=
e

i
i 2;!‘;_
1

o

et o.m'-s&xj,:_ ;
e

g 2]

ey

s vittues oxtollod qu
‘ametent ﬂndign.. Sages. .

PLANTING
MATERIAL

(Both seed and potted plants)

NOW AVAILABLE AT

“ <« THE NURSERY
Water Resources Board

TORRINGTON SQUARE
COLOMBO 7.



+...and enjoy a taste of Paradise along the way”

/f' : We now offer more than 60 flights weekly between-

/] Sri Lankaand the world. Our network stretches to Zurich, Rome,
T ! Frankfurt, Paris and London in the west; Dubai, and Bahrain,

i in the Middle East; Karachi, Bombay, Madras, Trivandrum,
Male, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore. And wherever you fly

with us, in Tristar,707 or 737 comfort, you'll be served in the warm

and gentle style you'd expect from the airline %

of the country that travellers throughout history
have thought of as Paradise. AJRLANKA
A taste of Paradise

- Call your Travel Ageni on Air Lanka
Pty



	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (4).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp
	1 (21).bmp
	1 (22).bmp
	1 (23).bmp
	1 (24).bmp
	1 (25).bmp
	1 (26).bmp
	1 (27).bmp
	1 (28).bmp

