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ANOTHER UNIT
MOVES SOUTH

Proscription or no Proscription,
Commander-In-Chief R is keep-
Ing his powder dry, Last week-
end, o npew unit of the Com-
binad Services moved out of bar-
racks. [ts destination — the South-
ern Province, where the govern-
ment is ready for a full-scale
battle by fune 9, the day of the
provincial polls,

President [R hos been planning
kis polls like a military com-
poign. Once it was clear that
the East was not peaceful enough
to hold the North-and-East elec-

“tion required by the Inde-5rl Lanka

Accord, he decided to haove
elections in the seven predomi-
nantly Sinhalese provinces. But
the VP stepped wp lts  own
armed attocks on UNP stalwarts,
district organisers and poientiol
candididates (UNP and USA). In
the light of these spectacular
VP iserikes’, the armed forces
would have had to be spread
out over seven provinces, and
spread out thin.

The C-in-C picked four of
the less disturbed areas to
defend, and to test also the

JVP's capacity for deployment, its
territorial reach, manpower and
its arsenal.

From both a security
politlcal  point  of  view, the
provincial polls, despite a rela-
tively poor turnout, represented a
psychological victory. Then he deci-
ded to have the Western Province,
dnd the South, the VP bastion,
on different doys.  In short, he
has picked both the place and time
for the big battle. The JV¥P
replied with Its daring raid
(for the second time) on the
SLAAF base, a superb operation,
not only in terms of dromatl-
cally -enhanced firepower but of
the newly acquired communications
equipment, communications by the
way being one of the secrets
of the LTTE's success,

So, another wnit moves South.

and o

PROVINCIAL
POWERS
How much power does g

Provincial Councial need? it all

depends on  how  honestly a
Central pgovernment wishes the
exercise fn devolution and decen-
tralisation to work,

Last week, 37 functions were
passed on to the four P.C.'s now
going through the preliminary
ceremanles of getting down to
busingss. The powers Include all
irrigation works, other than inter—
provincial tanks ond conals, roads
and ferries, except trunk routes,
all cultivated lond other than
state plontations, all hospitals,
save Teaching Hospitals and special
—purpose medical [nstutions. In the
revenue—collecting  areas, perhaps
the most interesting is the trons-
fer of the power to issue |icences
for mator vehicles, taverns and
toddy tapping.

SIRIMA ON THE
STOMP

A few days before the UNP
Working Committee wos told by
an experts, group that President
JR could contest the next elections
and serve a  third term, Mrs.
Bendaranalke opened her campaign
ot Katugampole., Earlier she haod
welcomed the UNP |eader os a
rival.  Prime Minister Premadasa
or National Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali ‘would be harder
to beat'" she odded,

(Continued on page 4)
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I0th Anniversary lssue

I, az one who has collected
each

single  f[ssue since lts
inceptioan, and as one who
has nccasiona!l}a contribuced

to Its columns, take pride iIn
saluting the Lonke Guardian on
the [0ch anpiversary of its
publication. It had weathered
many storms of political, social
and econamic changes that
swept accross the country during
the first decade of 15 existence.
It had remained steadfascly
layal to the accepred principles
of reporting and commenting,
While being fiercely critical, it
was fearlessly objective. The
Lonke Guardion remains the
guardian of principles of justice
and the watch-dog of national
interests, | wish it many years
of service to the people and
the country.

E. M. G. Edirisinghe

Welipenna
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UNP-JVP

‘““Peace Accord”

or

Lalith-Gamini
Prestige Battle ?

Mervyn de Silva
t‘Even if their signatures are

not authentle, | fael a
start has been made to bring
about  peace’ sajd  Natlonal

Securlty Minlster Lalith Athulath-
mudall at a meeting in his Mrc,
Lavinia constituency on VWednes-
day evening (ll{5) when it was
already clear that the GREAT UNP
—JVP PEACE ACCORD BALLOON
had burst. On the strest walls
not far from where he spoke,
the posters that had come up
the day before, with a pleasing
colour. photo of the Minister,
carried thelr own message.

The slogans were jnteresting.
They all hailed the Harbinger of
Peace, the Saviour of the Mation,
Srl Lanka's Great Heope!

The I¥YP ‘Accord” brouhaha had
had very much to do with issues
that had litctle relevance to the
JWP ltself. It had a2 direct bear-
ing on the current UNP leader-
ship and succession struggle, and
was closely, If not too overtly.
connected to the foreign suppor-
ters of the twe maln contenders
— Mr. Lalith Achulathmudalli and
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake. For all
his Mahavell connections with the
west (US, FRG, U.K., Sweden
etc) Mr. Dissanayake's key role
as the iniciator, and later nego-
tlator, of the Indla-Sri Lanka
Peace Accord has more or less
made him Delhi's man, although
that |s certalnly not how he weuld
liked to be identified.

Indeed, his Identity earlier was
just the opposite, In the pre_'83
period, he was the Sinhala-
Buddhist activist in the Czbinet,

second only in militancy to Indus-
tries Minister Cyril Mathew. But
Mathew was never a candldate
for UNP leadership and the
Presidency. Gaminl, directly invol-
ved in land, land settlement and
“colonies'’, personally associated
with the Mzha Sangha, and zome
younger clerical agitators, and
openly at war, 25 head of the
party’'s plantations Union, with
fellow Cablnet Minister, Mr. 5,
Thondaman, was the favourite of
the western embassies and of
course lsrael, Just as much as he
was the main target, along with
Mr. Mathew, of Indian (and Tamil)
attacks,

In.  the pre-Peace Accard
period and more so after It
the Lands Minister gradually be-
came President JR's  trusted
‘special envoy' to India and the
main  communjcation-channel of
‘secret diplomacy’, his confidental
consultations and transactions with
Prime Minister Gandhl. Though
‘Mahaveli’ still keeps him in the
(western) denor erbit, the much
bigger stakes of the Presidential
‘Power Game', make him Indo-
Soviet bloc's 'best bet’, with Cuba
a minor but colourful member
of the cheer-sgquad,

Mr. Dissanzyeke's personal-poli-
tical background is Kandy, semi-
rural Sinhala middle—class, and
“'SLFP=ish', with the Law college
opening a door to professional
and even more strikingly, peliti-
cal (UNP) advancement. Interes-
tingly, his main rival, Mr. Athu-
lathmudali has similar beginnings,
but more low-country —and 5LFP-

Ish teo, with 5.W.R.D. showing
the path to wider (international)
horizons wia a scholarship te
Oxford.

Mr. Athulathmudall's educational
and  post-graduate  background
establishes intimate connections
with Britain, US, lsrael and
Singapore. In the present phase
of post-Accord politics, thls
background Is by no means
irrelevant considering hls post of
Mational Security Minister. On
the level of official policy, the
US, UK and the donor communicy
support the Accord as a pre-
conditlen for Sri Lankan scability —
unfertunate, regrectable bur an
unavoidable choice for Colombo
given the unalterable character-
Istics of the conflicc. Yet Indian
help and cooperation, and the
accompanying Indian influence on
Srl Lanka should not lead to
Indian domlnance or as the Chinese
who share this view, would put
it "‘hegemonism''. The Pakistanls
not only subscribe to this view

but can hardly help containing
their anger and bltcerness over
the way they were ‘used’ and

then edged out.

lapan, the rays of the Rising
Sun, advancing steadily over
South Asia (India notably), plays
lts own game — quite cleverly
but not always as cleverly as
some diplomats imagine,

J.R.’s Double-Track

President J R has to contend
with two major conflicts the
yet unresolved conflict in the
Meorth-East, meaning the LTTE,
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and the JVP challenge which
the government has not been
able to crush or effectively
blunt, The first area of con-
flict is already Mr. Dissanayake's
operational terrain. President
J R wants Mr, Dissanayake to
persuada  the Indian policy-
makers that they must *daliver®
{not necessarily physically)
Prabhakaran to fulfil their part
of the bargain and enable the
President to face more confid-
ently his own direct challenger,
Mrs. Bandaranaike.

This challenger evidently |Is
planning to maximise Sinhala
support, much of which [s already
hers, and augment the SLFP forces
with the pro-lYP militants. Her-
son, Anura, has gone to the
extent of offering the IVP three
portfolios. If the IVP youth vote
goes SLFP, the advantage gained
by the U, M.P. through the
U. 5. A. siphoning off anti-UNP
votes, would be negatived. It
was time to pre-empt this SLFP
move and perhaps neutralise the
JVP. Who better than the other
young contender, Mr. Athulath-
mudali for this exercise? Not
only does he have a big personal

stake in such an exercise, its
political rewards would be
immense. He would be, after

all, bringing the Sinhala youth
rebels bacl in to the democra-
tic mainstream, thus healing
the deep, painful wound in the
Sinhala psyche,

Woarning Anura

The press neglected to report
seme highly significant remarks of
Mr. Athulathmudall ac his press
conference. He sneered at Mr.
Anura Bandaranaitke's offer of
three portfollos. He went futher.
The *'3 portfolios’’ he predicted
would become the topic of poli-
tical debare in the weeks ahead,
In short, he would deal with
Anura,soon !

Hedismissed the Indo-5ri Lankan
Peace Accord as an accord that
was ‘‘not meant to be Imple-
mented"’, thus casting serfous
doubts on Indian bona fides, He
wished he was ‘‘allowed'’ to
negotiate with the LTTE (as he
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had offered to do after Vadama-
archi) In the way he had success-
fully negotiated now with the
VP!
The ‘''Hail Lalith'® posters
were on the walls when Mr,
Dissanayake returned home. A
pure coincldence, doubtless, but

JR. for 3rd term

President IR can seelk a third
term and contest the presidential
electjon that has toe be held
before Feb, 4, a six-member UNP
Commictee has ruled. Five mem-
bers have roported to the URNP
Working Committee that Arcicles
31 (2) and 160 will have to be
amended by a two-thirds majerity.
Mr. Paul Perera held the view
that no amendment was requirad.
The relevant Articles are;

Article 31 (2) states : No person
who has been twice elected to
the office of President by the
pzople shall be qualified thereafier
to be elected to such office by
the people,

Article [60 provides : that ;-
“A person holding the office of

| TRENDS. ..
{(Continued from poge 1)

i Her main campaign arguments
are (a) the unparalleled chaos and
violence In the country ofter o
decade of UNP rule (b) the pre-
sence of forelgn (Indlan) troops
in the Morth and East and (c)
the economic burdens cast on the
people, and the misery of the
poor of all communities.

EXILES RETURN

| The TULF leaders wha went into
| exile after the anti=Tamil riots
of fuly 1983 end the &th amend-
ment to the constitution rushed
through Parliament In August have
announced their return to Sri Lanka.
The TULF MP's refused to toke
an odath renouncing separatism,
the gist of the &th omendment.
They made Modras thelr  head-
guarters though farmer Oppesition
Leader, A. Amirtholingam, the
party's Seeretary—general  travel-

NEWS BACKGROUND

so highly meaningful. Some
uncharitable person or person
have thrown mud on those posters
and scribled rude and crude
remarks from Colombe 7 to
Mount Lavinia, which Mr. Athulath-

mudali offered as a venue for
the first public meeting of the
J. M. P!

President immediately before rhe
commencement of the Constitution
shall be the first President under
the Constitution and shall be
deemed for all purposes to have
been elected as the President of
the Republic.

The Committes consulted a
wellknawm President's Counsel an
the constitutional issues before It
submitted |ts repore, On the ques-
tion aof 2 referendum, the com-
mictes submitred that the rele-
vant Arcicles are not entrenched
clauses requiring a reference to
the people before

If there was any doubt It is
now clear that President IR will
be the UMNP candidate ac the
next elections.

led widely publicising the plight
of the Tamil community.

The long self-imposed exlls
however not only ollowed the
LTTE to easily slip Into the

vacant leadership role but began
to erode Tamil public sympathy
for the old parliamentary veterans.
Several TULF  ex-MP's  were
brutally killed by LTTE hit-squads,
while the LTTE's propaganda unit
in Madras trained jts guns on
Amirthalingan ond Co. and on
their alleged ‘high-life.’

Their return of course foresha-
dows a Delhi deal with the LTTE.
Several rounds of talks between
LTTE representative and mid-level
Indian officials have ended in
Maodras, The main sticking points
are the composition of the pre-
pells ‘council’ (in short, how many

seats for the LTTE) and the
medalities  connected  with  the
surrender of guns. What shore

will  the returning elders get?



ECONOMIC SCENE

1988: Prospects not pleasing

The balance of payments position, the debt-service
ratio and the time-table for repayment of debts, especially
borrowings from banks at high interest rates, will be
one of the first duties of the Sri Lankan President who
will take office on Feb. 4. This would be true whether
the newly elected President is UNP or SLFP, now that
the SLFP has clearly repudiated its old economic policy,
especially on the role of private enterprise, import and
price controls and distribution.

How do things stand? The following excerpts from
the recently issued Central Bank report present a broad

outline of the answer:

The current account deficit
GDP ratio which is a basic Indl-
cator of the degree of weakness
of a country's balance of payment
declined frem 6.6 per cent in
1984 to 5.2 per «cent in 987,
The current account deficit exclu-
ding official transfers dropped to
SDR 405 millien In |987 frem
SDR 516 milllen in the previous
year and as a ratlo of GDP It
declined to 7.9 per cent from
9.6 per cent over the two years,
However, the overall balance
continued to be in deficit and
and the short-fall in 1987 was
SDR 72 million. This was the
third consecutive year when the
overall balance was in deficit
necessitaing drawing on external
reserves, underlining the contin-
uing weakness of the country’s
balance of payments position.

The cumulative drop in nec
external assets, due to continuing
deficits, in the overall balance
during the last thres years sipho-
ned off nearly 90 per cent of the
net gain in reserves during the

tea boom in  [1983-84. Alchough
a deficit in the overall balance
was antfcipated n 1987, the

eventual deficit turpned out to be
much larger due to the poor
performance of traditional exports
decline In tourlst earnings and a
substantial shertfall in forelgn aid
disbursements. Although exports
in SDR terms increased by 45

per cent, the level of export
earnings fell short of Its five
year (1983 — 1987) average of

SDR 1,164 millian,

Export earnings _which had
declined by nearly 30 per cent
between 1984 and 986, recovered
slightly recording a 4.5 per cent
increase in 1987. While the prices
of tea, rubber and other agricul-
tural products increased marginally,
the price of coconut exports rase
substantially by 57.0 per cent. The
overall export price Index increased

by 3.9 per cent in SDR terms.
Export  volumes of all major
agricultural  products declined

during the year with tea, rubber
and the three major coconut pro-
ducts declining by 3.2 per cent,
3.7 per cent and 51.3 per cent,
respectively. Export earnings from
minar agricultural products decrea-
ed by 4.5 per cent due to a drop
in export volumes., Induscrial
exports recorded a 9.2 per cent
growth almost entirely due to an
expansion In garments exporcs,
Export earnings from ready made
garments and  textilas increased
by 16.3 per cent in 1987 and
continued te be the largest gross
foreign exchange earper as in the
previcus year. Earnings from gem
exports [ncreased by 66.0 per
cent which is partly the outcome
of the new agreement signed with
Thailand te regularize the gem
trade,

'NEWS BACKGROUND

Import payments declined by
4.3 per cent in 1987 mainly due
te a 5.B per cent reductlion In
consumer goods, 7.3 per cent
declined in volume terms by 51.0
per cent, |5.5 per cent and 20.0
per cent, respectively. In contrast,
the import volumes of sugar and
crude ofl rose by [6.8 per cent
and 8.5 per cent, respectively.
While the Impert price of rice
and crude oil |ncreased by 7.4
per -cent and V.| per cent, res-
pectively the price of wheat grain
decreased by 7.5 per cent in |987-

The overall price movement in
International markets was margl-
nally favourable to Sri Lanka in
1987, with export prices increasing
by 0.3 per cent and import prices
decreasing by 2.7 per cent in SDR
terms. Accordingly, the terms of
trade recorded a marginal impro-
vement In [1987. This followed
two successive years of adverse
terms of trade when it deterio-
rated by 19.8 per cent and 5.0
per cent, respectively.

The net outflow of foreign
exchange on account aof services
Increased from Rs. 3.617 million
{(SDR 109 million) In 1986 to Rs,
4,257 millien (SDR 14 milllon)
in 1987. The deterioration in the
services account was entirely due
to a sharp decline in ctourisc
earnings. As against this, there
were several favourable develop-
ments in the services account.
The port, transportation and in-
surance category which had been
in deficit in the previous two
years produced a surplus of SDR
8 millien in 1987 due to increased
receipts from the port and a
reduction in charter fees and
forelgn paymenis for fuel by Air
Lanka. In addiclen, the deficits In
Investment income, government
expenditure and  miscellanoous
categories declined in [987,



INTEREST PAYMENT

Interasc and other service charg
ges on foreign loans Including
thase on IMF credits amounted to
Rs. 5,929 million (SDR 156 million)

in 1987, as compared with Rs.
5,248 million (SDR 159 miilion)
in the previous year. The re-

ductlon in interest rates In inter-
national markets and the appre-
ciation of the SDR were the
major reasons for this decline in
interest  payments reflected in
SDR terms. Interest payments
accounted for 38.0 per cent of
the total service payments and
continued to exert heavy pressure
on the balance of payments.
Interest receipts consisting largely
investment goods and a substantial
reduction In defence related Im-
perts. Among the major imporcs

rice, wheat graln and fertillzer

of returns on portfelio Investments
of the Central Bank amounted
to Rs., 2,041 million (SDR 53
millien), as compared with Rs.
1,878 million (SDR 58 million)
in the previous year. The decline
in SDR terms was attributable
largely to a reduction in the
level of such investments. In
1987, foreign evchange outflow
In the form of repatriation of
profits and dividends was lower
than in the previous year,

The most disappointing deve-
lopment in the services account
was the large drop in receipts
from tourism, Net forelgn exchan-
ge earnings on account of travel
became zero in 1987, In an
uncertain climate, the inflaw af

tourist traffic declined by 204
per cent In 1987 and recelpts
from tourism dropped from
Rs. 2,326 millien (SDR 71 million) in
1986 to Rs. |,B13 millien (SDR
48 million) In 1987, recording a
decrease of 32.0 per cent In SDR
terms,

In 1987, foreign exchange inflow
on account of private remittances
showed a marginal decrease |in
SDR terms but recorded an In-
crease of 16.0 per cent in rupee
terms. The gross inflow of pri-
vate remittances amounted to Rs.
10,255 millien (SDR 268 million)
as compared with Rs, 8,873 mil-
lion (SDR 269 milllon) in 1986.
Official transfers, consisting of
project and commadity aid
decreased from SDR 153 million
in 986 to SDR 120 in 1987,
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THE REGION |

Gandhi’s moves on the ‘Southern front’

t Is not for nothing that the

A.l, C. C. chose Kamarajnagar,
Madras for 1ts Mational Convention,
held late last maonch. Tamilnadu
has been under Presidential rule
since the death of MGR, the state's
charismatic Chief Minister, close
Rajiv ally and the key political
underwriter of the Indo-Srl Lanka
Peace Accord. In answer to
persistent Opposition questions in
Parllament, the government hinted
that polls will be held in June.

When pressmen put the question

to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at’

the end of the AICC sessions, Mr.
Gandhi was reported to have
turned to Governor P.C. Alexander
and said, "“You should seel the

answer from Dr.  Alexander".
Later when journalist did so, Dr,
Alexander one of India's veteran
clvil servants, smiled as he replied
“You should not have let off the
Prime Miniscer. . . you know wvery
well that the declsion will be
taken by the Electlons Commls-
sioner™.

The Conference resolutjon duly
hailed the Indo-5ri Lanka Accord
but the political line of the
Congress was clearly drawn by
the chairman of the reception
commitcee, the party boss of the
state, Mr. G. K. Moopanar., "'Region-
alism' he sajd was che nation's
principal foe. While the Congress
was precccupied with the task of

Cong (1) chances bleak

Y. M. Badola
MADRAS

frer three days of what the

Congress () believed was a
“massive show of people's love
for party,’’ the general reaction
of the comman man here has been
that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is ne nearer
to capturing power in Tamil Nadu
than he was one year ago.

The recently—concluded AICC(])
session at Marimalai Magar will
not only be remembered for lts
utter mismanagement, but also
for the fact thact a big party,
claiming to be the “only saviour
of the people, betrayed an utter
lack of grasp of the ground realities
and a total disregard for the
sensitivities of the people It wanes
to lure back into lrs fold.

It is common knowledge that
Tamil Madu was chosen as the
venue of the session with an eye
on the impending Assembly elec-
tlon. But if before the session
the general belief was that Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi would give an indica-
tion of the dates, of the poll, it
became clear at the epd that he
had developed cold feet. Indications
now are that desplite the Govern-

ment's assurance earller this menth
in  Parliament that Tamil MNadu
would go to the polls by lune
end, the State may continue to
remain under President's Rule for
quite some time now.

This became clearer on the lastc
day of the session when Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi in his concluding remarks
suddenly chase to attack the
“populist policies” of the late
M. G. Ramachandran, The Immed]|-
ate reaction in both the AIADMKs
was one of anger and dismay. If
Mrs, Janaki Ramachandran chose
to issue a public statement criciel-
sing Mr. Gandhi's remarks, the
Jayalalitha camp was quick to point
out that the Congress{l) was
maost likely trying to woo DMK
lzader Karunanidhi now.

A senior [eader of the Jayalalitha
faction told this correspondent
angrily: “'If giving mid=day" meals
to poor children and distribution
of saris to poor women |s populist,
then what do you call the loan
melas so shamelessly organised by
the Congress? And, referring to
the accusations cthat the MGR
regime has been corrupt, the same
leader reported: “‘Lec Rajlv look
back to what his mother said,

nation-bullding, it had ignored the
insidious encroachment made by
regional forces. We have lost
batrles in Kerala, Tamilnadu,
Andra Pradesh and Karnataka.
Yet the Caongrass will never be
vanquished"’,

Sinca Tamilnadu and Dravidian
natlonalism posed a major challenge
to the Ceongress in the first post—
Independence phass, the "anti-
Dravidian stance'' was noted as
significant by a news analyst of the
Deccan  Herald, published In the
neighbouring srate of Karnataka,
Here |5 an excerpt from his report
on what the Congress is up to,
and another extract from a joint
report by four Indlan Teday corres-
pondents covering the South,

Afcer all, she used to say that cor-
ruption was a global phenomenon™,

ANTI-REGIONALISM: ° The
tone for taking an anti-Dravidian
stance was set by Mr., Moopanar
when in his welcome address he
assured Mr. Gandhi that the supre-
macy of the Dravida parties In
in Tamil Madu was '‘only a passing
phase'”, adding that the '‘clouds
which seem to darken the South-
ern sky will soon disappear".
Therefore, more cthan anywhere
else in India, he said, '‘lcisin the
South that the Congress must
launch a mighty enslaught on the
forces of regionalism.'

And how could this be done?
Most young men and women had
strayed Into these regional parcies,
Mr. Moopanar said *'because they
find the doors of the Congress
are myseteriously closed to them',
The door must be thrown open to
bring them to the mainstream
because '‘more than any other
part of Indla, it is the South which
is alive to the grave dangers of
regionalism."’

lt would, therefore, appear
almost certain that Mr. Gandhi,
after jnitial hesitation, has agreed
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with Mr. Moopanar's percaption.
But the most important question
is: Can the Congress (1) go it
alone in Tamil Nadu? After losing
power in the State, the Congress
has never fought elections here
without joining the bandwagon of
either the DMK or the AI-ADMK,
The only exception was 1977 which
was a disaster for the parey.

It Is here thact the suspicion
among the AI-ADMK Leadership
about the Congress making up with
Mr. Karunanidhi assumes signifi-
cance. Some senjor Congress(|)
leaders did not rule out che
possibility of Mr. Gandhi deciding
to hand over the State to the DMK
with the proviso that Mr. Karuna-
nidhi will not stake his elaim to
the Lok Sabha seats. Bur, then,
these Congress (1) leaders were
also quick to point out that “this
is only an idea’ and that no serious
exercises had been conducted In chis
regard so far,

(Deccan Herald)

‘INDIA TODAY’
reports:-

The battle plans have been
finalised and the generals
allotted their commands. J. Venga-
la Rae in Andhra Pradesh Janardhan
Pocjary In Karnataka; G, K, Moopa-
nar in Tamil MNadu. MNow, all
that remains Is for the foot
soldiers to be whipped inte shape
before the siege of the south is
launched In earnest.

In preparing the ground for that
ultimate — and amblitious — objec-
tive, the Congress (1) commander—
in-chief Rajiv Gandhi has followed
the classic manoals of war, The
campalgns already launched againse
the most fermidable rival coman-
ders, N. T. Rama Rao, Ramakrishna
Hegde, are designed to keep them
off balance, dilute their personal
Image and sow the seeds of disunity
within the ranks.

And like any good general, Rajiv
has worked out the basic elements
of his battle strategy within a
given time frame and with clear—
cut instructions to his generals in
the fleld. These include:

]

> Rake up corruption charges
against the chief ministers,

= Organlse railles inthe districes
which will be addressed by Central
leaders.

B Try to create divisions within
the local ruling parcies.
> Use the governor's
extensively to kesp the
ministers an a tight leash,
> Use Central funds freely 1o

promote the party's interests in
the south.

[ Deploy the official media —
especially Doordarshan — to the
Party's advantage.

The baslc Idiea behind all this
to keep the chief ministers confined
to their state capitals so that they
are unable to link up effectivaly
with opposition forces in other
states. That fits In with another
aspect of the plan; Rajiv will visic
at least one southern statz each
month.

office
chief

If there Is one state In which
the Congress (1) serlously enter-
tains hopes of comming to power
soon, it is Tamil MNadu, where
it has been out of the ruler's
cthair for over two decades. With
former AICC (1) general secretary
G. K. Moopanar now at the helm
of affalrs In Tamil Nadu, the
party's hopes of success are on
the rise.

Moopanar's resounding success
at a public meeting In Tiruchi
last  fortnight has whetted the
ambitions of his partymen down
the line, Madras Daoordarshan
played up the public response
to Moopanar, whao isbelng projected
as the next chief minister,

The party leadership hopes to
not only come back to power,
but also do it alone — without
riding plggyback on the Jayalalitha
faction of the AIADMK. Says a
TNCC (1) office-bearer: “‘Our
party bosses are convinced that
the Congress (I) can go it alone
and yet emerge with a convincing
victary In the polls."

The party is consclously creating
the impression — via Governor
P. C. Alexander — that the Centre
can provide a good administracian,
Alexander set the tone soon after
taking over: | am (dentifying the
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weaknesses In clvic planning and
will Improve performance after
assessing the problems.” Hemade
some grand promises too: relating
to  providing drinking water,
street - [ighting, and a health
campalgn. Said he: *'l am motivat-
ing the civil service for higher
levels of performance. | wantto
make people believe that this s
not a bureaucratic rule.'

Under President's Rule, the
state Government has announced
a 50 per cent increase In the
stipends znd scholarships for stud.
ents of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. The governor
Is also ensuring that each family
gets |12 kg of ration rice a menth,
Lasc fortnight, the police under-
tock a surprise inspection of fajr
price shops across the state and
detected 49 of them short—chang-
Ing customers. The Centre has
also Increased the monthly allot-
ment of rice to Tamil Nadu from
50,000 to 80,000 tonnes.

That the governor is well aware
of Congress (1) Interests Is appar-
ent. Soon after Moopanar arrived
In Madras to take over as president
of the parcty's state unit, he
handed over 2 detailed memoran-
dum to Alexander, He urged 2
relaxation in action against farmers
for non-payment of land revenue
and  elecericity arrears. The
governor promptly complied.

But DMK President M. Karu-
nanidhl s critlcal of what he
sees as a hand in glove opera-

tion. He points out for instance,
that the ~Centre has since long
stalled appeals from Madras ask-
Ing for a tribunal to setcle the
Cauvery waters dispute, “‘Now
when Mew Delhi'sagent. Governor
Alexander, has made the request
for the cribunal, the Centre has
acceded. Theseareall Congress (I)
rehearsals for the Assembly elec-

tions," he says,
Apart from Moopanar, Union
Minister of State for Home, P,

Chidambaram, has also been spend-
Ing his weekends In Tamil MNadu
to help out in party work.
Says he optimistically: “We will
ultimately come to power |In
Tamil Nadu."" For the first time
after  years. Congressmen are
beginning to believe In that with
some conviction.
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Benazir on Indo—Pak issues, democracy,

and Afghan accord

YWASHINGTON,

Pcndlng lssues between [ndia
and Pakistan' over the nuclear
question and lslamabad’s supporc
to Sikh extremists, among other
things, should be resclved through
bilateral  talks, the Pakistan
People’'s Party leader, Ms. Benazir
Bhutte, has said.

““‘I am concerned that after
the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan, the cension
between India and Pakistan should
not increase,'’ she sald addressing
a news conference at the Carnegle
Endowment for Internacional Peace
Centre,

Two new elements have been
added to the "'traditional question®”
of lammu and Kashmir in che
last 10 years, Ms. Benazir said.
These concerned an Indian appreh-
ension that Pakistanj was ajding
the Sikh terrorists and a Pakiscani
apprehension that India continued
to take territory in the Siachen
Glacier area. *I think 1t is
very Iimportant to reduce these
tenslons,” Ms. Benazir =aid,

Expressing the hope that the
reports of Islamabad assisting the

Afghan pact should

MEW DELHI, May 4.

Indla and Afghanistan today ex-
pressed confidence that the
Geneva accord would help bring
peace and stabilizy to South Asia
and free the region from outside
intarference,

At a banguet held in honour
of wisiting  Afghan  President
Majibullah, President R. Venkatara-
man hoped that this "historic”
development  would remeve the
excuse for induction of sophisti-
cated weapons Into the reglon,
particularly the supply of lethal
weapons to Pakistan, which could
be used agzinst India.

Mr. Venkataraman assured his
Afghan guest that India was pre-
pared to stand shoulder-to-
shoulder “‘with our brothers in

Sikhs should not be true, she said
the image of Pakistan In India
is however ‘‘harming’' to her
country. On the nuclear Issue,
she agreed with a questjoner
that even if Pakistan unilaterally
signed the nuclear Mon-prolifer-
ation Treaty (MNPT), as insisted
upon by the Woest, suspicions
would not go away. The best
course js for both India and
Pakistan to resolve the (ssue
through diplomacy.

The purpose of her visit is
to impress upon VWashingron that
it should not allow U, S. |nter-
ests |n Pakistan and Its concern
for restoring democracy in that
country to wane after the with-
drawal of Soviet troops from
Afghanistan. ""Many in Pakistan
fear that afrter the Sovier with-
drawal the democratic process
initiated in Pakistan could well
ke aborted.'

Another purpose Is to remind
the U, 5. that the Opposition
parties in Pakiszan did not take
part in the [985 elections. In

the recent elections to the |ocal
bodies  “‘we found (that the)
end arms flow:

Afghanistan to help them in every
passible manner within our modast
means'' in the task of rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction,

India, Mr. Venkataraman said,
hed been deeply affected by the

developments In  Afghanistan [n
the last several years.

He said it was for the Afghan
peaple themselvas to determine
their destiny, free from all foreign
intervention. He supported Dr,
Majibullah's offer to the rebels
to form a broad-based coalition
Gaovernment.

He sajd a strong, stable and
non-aligned Afghanistan could only

emerge if the Geneva accord
was properly Implemented and
the process of national unity

inhersnt  fraud, and weightage
towards the ruling regime were
of such a pature that it was
impossible for the Opposition to
score a victory.' As ‘much s
40 per cent of the Opposltlon
nominations were rejected, with
the result they contested only
in 60 per cent of the seats.

Asked about the policical
scznario in Pakistan “‘after Gen.
Zia stepped down from office’
in 1989, Ms Benazir said in the
first place, Gen. Zia has not said
that he would step down, [f he
remained in office after 1989, it
would meke the transition to
“full democracy'” more difficult.

She also held out the possi-
bility of a political wvaccum in
Afghanistan afrer the Soviet with-
drawal. Local commanders, could
take the situation in their own
hands and there could be a civil
war or possibilities of a fragment-
atlon, It Is in everyone's inter-
est not to let this happen. All
parties should cooperate with the
U. N, Representative, Mr. Diego
Cordovez, in reaching an agree-
ment on forming a coalition
government In Afghanistan.

RY

and consolidation carried out by
the Afghan people.

Mr. Venkararaman was confident
that the Afghans would show
the requisite maturity, courage
and political wisdom to bring
about a genulne consensus with-
In the councry.

Calling India and the Sowviet
Unien “true friends' of Afghan-
istan, Dr. HNajibullah said his

Government was ready, without
pre-condition, to call upon all
Opposition, whether [n Pakjstan

or in any other. part of the
world, '"'to attend the forch-
coming nation-wide “Jirgah,” an

assembly of distinguished citzens,
to be convened to decide the
the future Governmental set up
in the country.

(Continued on page [3)



SRI LANKA AND ISRAELI CONNECTION

Why Rabin was silent on Sri Lanka

Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi
y 1983, a full-scale guerrilla

war had broken outr. The
Sri  Lankan government asked
Britain and the United States

for help; however, they did not
want to be directly Invelved in
an ethnic conflice.  ¥YWhen the Sri
Lankan asked the United States
for counterinsurgency advisers,
it refused again, but turued the

matter over to the lsraell
government,
Israel was che only councry

that did not hesitate. The decision
was made by David Kimche, direc-
tor-general of the Foreign Minis-
tory and former Mossad deputy
chief. An Associated Press corres-
pondent reported that Maclonal
Security Minister Lalith Athulach-
mudall sald that the Sri Laznkan

army was being tralned by SHA-
BAK advisers In counter Insur-
gency activities.  Athulathmudali
also - sald, “Our men say
that they never had such good
training, Every state s entitled
to the best it can get.” As of

August 1984, there were reported-
ly up to six domestic Intelligence
experts from lsrael working with

the ECVEFRMENE to dcvﬂ'lap
a Mew intelligence networlk
agalnst the Tamils Douglas
Liyanage, secretary of the 35rl

Lanka State Ministry — who had
been accused In 1961 of leading

an abortive military coup, had
barely escaped conviction, and
had langulshed in paolitical oblivion
until 1979, when he jolned the
government — visited  Israel in
August 1984, publicly lauded
relations with Israel, and met
with Kimche. Liyanage's visit
and his statements caused up-
roar |In 5r] Lankz, and on. his

return to Colombe he was forced
to resign.

(The cuthor, on lsraeli scholor worked
on o gront by the American Middle
East Researcher Center ot Columbia Univ.
This is- an excerpt from his new book
**The lsraeli Connection'’).
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{Haifa Univ.)

The conflicc with the Tamils
has led the Sri Lankan government
to purchase armaments from the
the United States, Israsl, South
Africa, Britain, ltaly, Pakistan,
and China, Six patrol boats were
ordered from lsrael to control
the sea batween [ndla
and 5rl Lanka., The question
of a deal between lsrael and Sri
Lanka for the sale of these boats
was raised in the Knesset by
Matityahu Peled, who on May 27,
1985, asked whether reports about
the deal were true, and whether
lsraell inscruccors would be sent
to 5rl Lanka, Defence Minister
Yitzhak Rabin refused to answer
the question, stating that it

lanes

would be harmful to state
security.
In return for les help, lsrael

was allowed to open an Interests
section in the American embassy
In Colombo in the summer of
1984 — tha first time the United
States had acced in such a capa-
eity for Israel. The officlal announce-
ment In Colombo mentloned an
lsragli-interests section not eonly
In the U.S, embassy, but under
“American auspices.'” The lsrasl|-
interests section was headed by

David Matnai, a specialist on
Asian zffairs who was idencified
b}.r British sources as a Mossad
agent. On June 28, |984, a bomb
was detonated near his room in
a Colombo hotel, killlng one
woman. The renewed contacts
between lIsrael and Sri Lanka also
brought about expressions of

opposition from Moslem groups,
as well as from the left-wing
Freedom Party, headed by Anura
Bandaranayaike, son of the |eader
who had broken off relations
with Israel In August  [970.

The case of Sri Lanka is one
example of lsraeli invelvemean: in
the Third World thar was Instj-
gated by the United States.
Without the United States, Israel
would never have gotten invelved
with aiding the Sri Lankan govern-
ment in Its struggle against the

Tamil minority. The operation
was run by cthe Mossad, while
the actual men In the field were

on loan from the SHABAK. An
Israeli journalist provides us wich
the only public justification for
this involvement: the Tamil insur-
gency 1s the result of Marxist
incitement, and therefore It s
clear that Israel should cppose It.

Lebanon of South Asia

The matter af lsracli aid to the
Sri Lanka government's suppression
of the Tamils was raised in  the
Knesset by Matityahu Peled on
October 23, [984. Prime Minister
Shimon Peres answared the parlia-
mentary question on January 22,
1985, denylng any lsraell Involve-
ment. In the fall of 1985, there
was a secret meeting  between
5ri Lankan president Junius Jaye-
wardane and Prime  Minister
Shimon Peres, during a visit by
the latter to Paris. After Peres
told of the meeting during a
Knesset debate, the Sri Lankan
government declded to suspend
further official contacts. In any
event, this renewal of contacts
with an  Asian  country  was
not a complete success. The
help recelved by the Sri Lankan
government has not enabled e
to subdue the Insurgents. If any-

thing, It seems that since |srael
became Involved in [984, thingg
have became bloodier and less

hopeful, Sri Lanka has now earned
the frightening nickname of thz
“Lebanon of South Asia, '’



SRI LANKA AND ISRAELI CONNECTION

Trouble—shooter Woalters paves
the way for Mossad

Jane Hunter

In lts approach te Indla and
Sri Lanka. lsrael 1s tripping
over its own feec. The Israelj

government gives every appearance
of wanting normal relations with
India. but a particularly nasty
spy incident and Tel Aviv's sup-
port of the Sri Lanka government's
vicious war against Tamil sepa-
ratists would seem to rule out
that prospect.

Maoreover, the branch of the
Israeli government that markets
counterinsurgency consulting will

surel}r not want to use the 5rj°®

Lanka experience in its promo-
tional material. Stories of the
four Sri Lankas — a navy lleute-
nant, two soldiers and a police
commandoe — who went to |srael
to be fitced with artificial  limbs
makes good reading for the home
audience, but since Israeli advisers

began helping the 5rl Lanka
military in mid 1984, their client’s
fortunes have gone from bad
Lo worse.

1983 RIOTS

The conflict In the island natlon
which lies off Scuchern India and
was formerly known as Ceylon,
was kindled by a 1983 pogrom
conducted by the Sinhalese majo-
rity against the Tamil minericy.
Originally from India, the Tamils,
who comprise (8% of the popu-
lation of |5 milliocn are mostcly
Hindu, but among them are also
Christlans, The 1983 artrack on
Tamil  clvilians was ser off
by an attack by Tamil guerrillas
on the predominantly Sinhalese
army.

In 1984, after attempts by the
Tamil United Liberation Front,
a moderate political formation
willing to accept a compromise
shorc of the independent nation
In the north and east ecalled
Tamil Eelam envisloned by the
separatists, to negotiate partial
autonomy with the gevernment

broke down the
enmity blazed into

langstanding
elvll  war,

The government of President
J. B, Jayewardene went running
to Washington, Londen, and Bonn,
for help, Mot wanting to anger
India — 50 millien Tamils live In
the southern Indjan state of Tamil
Madu and have been a source of
unofficial suppert for the Tamils
— the Reagan Administration dic-
lined — as did Britain and West
Germany — to give direct ald.
But it did smoocth the way for
Israel to render assistance,

In May 1984 the US allowed
Israel to establish an [nterest
section under the aegis of the
LIS Embassy in the capltal city
Colombo, lsrael opened an office
near the embassy and .sent a
senior diplomet, David Matndi,
to head it. It would scon be
reported that Matnal was an
agent of Mossad, and that he
coordinated the training program
lsrael provided Sri Lanka, The
report took on added credence
when Matnal was transferred after
only four months.

GEMERAL WALTERS
Along with che Bricish MI5,

Israel’s Mossad zecrec service had
trained the intelligence officers
of Jayewardene's predecessor,

Although it |s often difficule
to determine whether lsrael be-
comes embroiled in someone else's
war far Its own meotlves or on
behalf of che US, In this instance
[srael’s presence was quite clearly
as a US proxy. The arrival in
December 1984 of Gen. Yernon
Walters In 5ri Lanka underscored
the contipuing WS interest in the
situation there. Walcers, a former
ClA officer and President Reagan's
favorice “trocbleshoster™  uncil
he became US ambassador to the
UM in 1985, met with President
Jeyewardens and security minister
Lalith Athulachmudall.

The Jerusalem Post sald |t was
the first time that |[srael had
carried out diplomatic functions
from a US embassy, that lsrael
normally works out of a2 European
embassy In those countries which
do not recognize [t. Sri Lanka
broke relations with lsrael in [970.

The Israelis, as is their practise,
never admitted anything about
the military side of their activi-
ties. In announcing the partial
restoration of diplomatic ties the
Israeli government radjo said that
“lsrael is alding 5ri Lanka In the
agricultural area, amaong others."’
The radio noted a report in
the Indian paper The Daily Sun
saying that Srl Lanka had sought
the help of lsraeli Incelligence
services in fighting the Tamils.

A Srl Lanka official visiting
lsrael asserted that it was mainly
because lsrael was alding lts

counterinsurgency efforts that his
government had restored limiced
diplomaric ties,

MOSS5AD AND SHIMBETH

It has never been clear how
many lsraell agencies were invol-
ved and exactly what the lsraelis
were assigned to do In Sri Lanka.
In addition ta Maossad, the mencion
has been made of lsrael's internal
security service Shin Bet. In
August 1984 Sri Lanka's sscurity
minister Athulathmudali sald Shin
Bet was glving training In intel-
ligence gathering, handling explo-
sives and commando operation,

Colombe confirmed that it was
Israel's |nternal security service
that was Invelved in Srl Lanka

and that two Israelis had trained
the police In intelligence gathe-
ring.

Speaking in Copenhagen in lune
[984 Sri Lanka's foreign minlster
A. C. 5. Hameed said that Mossad
would train a special counterin-
surgency corps. In July President
layewardene said that Israell
antiterrorist expertise would be
used to assist his security forces
in operations against extremists

I



from the minority Tamil commu-
nity. The next day Israeli radjo
reported that layewardene inten-

ded to ask '‘lsraeli experts to
collect intelligence Informatien
on the Tamil terrorists’. Jaye-
wardene, the radio said, also

“confirmed having commissioned
mercenaries from Great Britain."
Pakistani help to the government
has also been reported.

This spring there was a reporc
that Indla had protested the use
of “forlelgn pilots'" In helicopter
gunship attacks on Tamil beses,
Security minjster Athulathmudali
sald that about [0 lsraeli agents
had trained 100 Sri Lankans over
a pericd of two months. Athu-
lachmudali said, *“‘They come In
batches and give a course, They
do not go out of the elassroom.”

Several thousand refugees from
shelling by the Sri Lankan navy
have fled to a camp en the nor-
thern coast, as the Governmen:
continues its operation, staged
with the help of Israell secret
service advisers, to clean up the
bases of Tamil militants reported
The Guardian, The British paper
went on to note that Mossad
consultants had been training Sri
Lanka's security forces since May
and that the Tamil radio statien
had asserted that the military
was blocking wounded Tamils from
access <o medical trearment,

Ties to lIsrael Criticized

In addition to
from the small Muslim minority
in Srl Lanka, There have been
well modulated expressions of
disappointment with Colombo from
abroad. The Arab League vowed
to work for the reversal of Sri
Lanka's decision, PLO chairman
Yasir Arafat dropped the (sland
from the itinerary of an Asian
tour he made In the summer of
1984, 2 move sald to signify dis-
approval of Sri Lanka's links with
lsrael.

stiff  protests

But when Ceylonese waorkers
in the Gulf States — about 100,000
by one estimate — began o
worry that they would ba the
object of retallatery moves, off|-
.cials In Bahraln and Saudl Arabla
denied there would be expulsions
or other restrictions imposed on
the expatriates.
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On July 9, 1985 the Jerusalem
Post quoted sources in 5ri Lanka
to the effect that, with Canada
and Saudj Arabia putting a giant
river diversion program on hold
due to Saud| objections to the
Israell presence, Sri Lanka might
be preparing to turn its back on
Israel. Israeli training having been
received, went the reasoning,
according to this account, the
purpose for renewing limited ties
with Israel had been served. That
report appears to have been |In
error.

A ban on trade with Isracl
that had been in effect since the
diplomatic rupture In 1970 was
lifted chat same month and in
August 1985 Colombo announced
the resumption of commercial tles.
Israel has begun to buy coconut
and regularly takes 59, of Sri
Lanka's tea, the country's princl-
pal export.

Last Oectober

lsrazli  prime
minister Shimon Peres had 2
secret meeting In  Paris  with

President Jayewardene, who asked
that Israell agricultural aid — three
development advisers were sent
to Sri Lanka upon the opening
of the Israeli Interest section
and Ceylonese students have visited
an lsraell kibbutz — be continued,
but refused Peres request for
full diplomatic tias,

Patrol Boats from Israel

Last summer as the government
began acquiring more sophisticated
weapons —gunboats, helicopters,
armored personnel carrlers and
rifles came from China, Belgium,
Britain, Pakistan, South Arica,
and the US —lsrael sold Celombo
six patrol boats. But the army
acquiring this hardware was as a
New York Times headline expres-
sed it, “Increasingly undlsciplined.'
Amnesty International has decu--
mented numercus cases of torture,

The war has become bloodier,
Whereas two years ago there
were scactered bands of guerril.
las and intermittent massacres of
civilians by the army, now there
is a full blown civil war, the
daily death toll mounting as the
government bombs civilian areas
and carrles out mass evacutations
of Tamils, 20,000 In one instance.

And the government seems to
be losing. The Tamils now control
about a third of the country.
The predominantly Tamil Jaffna
peninsula In the north and a
good part of the eastern edge
of the Island are iiberamd‘mnes.

where government forces are
limited to occasional forays. Tamil
forces, operating in at least a

dozen separate organlzations, have
also developed a support structure
In India's Tamil Nadu stace. Sr|
Lanka’s econamy Is devascated,

Pakistan's Role

Sri Lanka might be getting
what jts securicy minister has
termed “‘the world’s best consul-
tants to help eliminate terrorism
in this country, but it Is doubt-
ful that Israel has profited greatly
especially In Its relations wich
India, the dominant govenment
in the region and a giant on the
International scene. Those appear
to have deteriorated markedly.

The downslide began from around
zero, where relations had been
since India expelled the lsraell
consul from Bombay, the Jlewish
state's only diplomatic represen-
tation in the councry; that occurred
during the Israell invasion of
Lebanon In 1982, when the consul
charged India with subservience
to Arab governments,

India has been rtrying to act
as mediator between the Tamil
arganizaticns and the government

of Sri lanka, Prime minlscer
Rajiv. Gandhi 1Is supporting a
negotiated autenomy for the

Tamils that stops short of parti-
tlon. But he has been appalled
at the “'mass Killings'' of Tamlls
by the Sri Lanka military, Gandhi
recently told the Indian parliament
that Israel and Pakistan were
working "hand-In-hand" to help

the government in Srl Lanka.
remarking that “'politics make
strange bedfellows,

Indla’s foreign minister said

that India did noc favor the sta-
tioning of UN peacekeeping forces
between the warrlng partles
because of oppositlon to the
presence in Sri Lanka of foreign
elements including Pakistan or
Israel.



Set in the late 40’s by India’s
first prime minister Jawaharlal
MNehru — he regarded the new
state of lsrael as a reincarnation
of the British Imperial presence
— India's policy has been to hold
Israel at arm’s length, while exten-
ding warm support te the Pales-
tinian cause: Indla’s =mall lewish
population attests It is treated
with similar warmth.

Even though lsrael responded
to Mehru's urgent request for
mortars when Indla was fighting
China and Pakistan, after a begrud-
ging de jure recogaition In 1930,
Nehru never zllowed lsrael more
than the consulate In Bombay, a
policy continued by his daughter
Indira Gandhi, and following her
assassination In 1984, his grandson,
the present prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

Last summer Rajiv Gandhi told
Le Monde that India would only
recognize |srael when ‘lsrael
changed her attitude on a number
of subjects."

Spy for lsrael Arrested

In February Ram Swarcop, 2
prominent member of a rightist
political party, was arrested on
charges having spied for the US,
West Germany, lsrael, and Tal-
wan since 1954, Two cabinet
ministers and numerous leading
politicians and [ournalists were
linked to Swaroops's activities,
which in addition to passing
highly sensitive mititary and
political sscrets, included agle-
ating for recognition of lsrael,
conducting  anti-Saviet propa-
ganda with American funds, and
acting as Taiwans’ unofficial am-
bassador, Swaroop was also
head of the local branch of
WACL, the ulera-right World
Anti-Communist League,

In 1978 he arranged a secret
visit for lIsraeli defense minlster
Moshe Dayan with Moraji Desal,
who had briefly replaced Indira
Gandhi as India's Prime minister,
Desai's son was ona of those
linked to Swarcop's spy ring.

The former lsraeli consul in
Bombay told the ferusalem Past
that Swaroop had Indeed set up
meetings with Indian peliticians
for visiting Israelis and that hs
had been paid for hils servicas

by the piece, rather than enga-
ged an a retalner. Declaring the
charges “fabrications,” the lsraeli
foreign ministry said Israel had
no intention of helping Swaroop.

Defending Swaroop, however,
is Israel’s blggest booster in India,

atcorney Ram Jethmalani, He was
the prosecuting attorney  who
won a conviction for electoral
malfeasance against the late Prime
minister Indira Gandhi and her
deceased son Sanjay in 1975,

Jethmalani apparently has taken
over for Swaroop's first attorney
P, N. Lekhl, who was barred by
the govenment from appearing
for Swarcop, after he was Impli-
cated |n the case, Lekhi had
defended Satwant Singh, one of
the Sikh militants charged with
the murder of Indira Gandhi.

Ties to Sikh Militants

There have been persistent
reports, |Impossible to confirm,
that lIsrael alse has connections
to some Sikh militants. Recently
the Mexican government arrested
29 |Indians, “‘presumably linked
to the assassination of Indira
Gandhi,"" According to Agence
France-Presse. The agency said
It had been told by Jose Jime-
nez, an Immigration efficiai, that
when apprehended in Oaxaca the

29 had been on thelr way to
the US to seek asylum, They
had entered Mexico through
Panama and Guatemala, Jimenez

sald Both of the Ilatter are
countries where Israel has strong
connectlons with the national
military [Inscizutions.

“|srael knows Indla is In a
tight spot with the Sikhs," sald
a journalist familiar with South
Asian affairs,”" and {s simply using
the Sikhs as leverage." Several
other analysts of Indian affairs
did not find the notion farfetch-
ed cthat |lsrael would enjoy
the sight of the worlds largest
democracy losing its footing, even
If only momentarily, India's
participation in the nonaligned
movement has greatly enhanced
the status of the grouping of
|01  nations, which has been
stead-fast champion of the Pales.
tinfan cause.

[lseaeli Foralgn Affairs, — May [986)

Afghan pact...
{Continued from poge 9)

He expressed confidence that
the war—stricken pcople of Afghan-
istan would support his constru-
tive initiative.

Earlier In the afterncon, Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi =and Dr,
Majibullah began the first round
of their discussions on the newiy-
emerging situation of Afghaniscan
following the Geneva accord.

While delegations of the. two
countries held separate meetings
the two leaders were closetted
for more than 150 minutes with-
out aldes, Mo official word was
avallable on the aexact nature of
the talks but they are under-
stood to have centred around
the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan beglnning on
May 15 and the overall security
environment of the region.

PAK STANCE

Before going Into discussions
with Dr. Majibullah, Mr, Gandhl
is understood to have deen briefed

by ~ Forelgn Secretary K, P. 5.
Menon on hls talks In Pakistan
from where he returned earlier

in the day.

Mr. Gandhl and Dr. Majibullah
are scheduled to hold  anether
round of ralks tomeorrow or the
day after.

It Is learnt that the two leaders
reviewed |n detail the possible
Pakistan! stance in the wake of
the accoard and the Sovier with-
drawal, besides the dangers posed
to the region by the acquisition
of sophisticated US arms by the
military regime in Islamabad.

Although  Foreign  Secretary
Menon had told newsmen onarrival
here from Pakistan that his talks had
gone''very well" in Islamabad, there
was considerable dismay here from
Pakistan's assertson that Indla’
Invitatian to Dr. Majibullah was
“unfortunate.” Forelgn office sour
ces, however, refused te react
to this statement.

Both Afghanistan and India ap-
peared determined to make a
success of the Geneva accord and
pledged support for each other for
solving pressing regional problems.
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Israel uses toxic gas

Wienna (Reuter)

l:raell soldiers have used naw
and highly toxic gases against
demonstratars in Gaza and the
WestL Bank, a United Nacions
doctor who returned from the
the region recently sald.

DOr John Hiddlestone, director
of hzalth of the United Mations
Relisf and Works Agency, said
at least two Palestinjan youths
had died after being sprayed, and
in two camps he was told that
60 women had miscarriages after
being affected by gas.

He sald Israeli troops were
using the new gases In addition
to normal tear gas rto quell
palestinian rlots In Gaza and the
West Bank. One kind of gas
caused severe abdominal pain and
another immobllized its  victims
by weakening muscles when inhaled.

In one incident he alleged that
two young men were beaten and
an aerosol was sprayed into the
room. ‘‘The room was then shut
and after an hour or so two
bodies were removed.''

He sald samples of the spray,
which formed a reddish powder
on the walls, had been sent to
the International Red Cross for
analysis. “‘We have not yet had
the results of that analysls but
It looked as though these were
some very toxic nerve gas,”' he
added.

Dr Hiddlestone zlse described
injuries he said were a result of
beatings of Palestinians by lsraeli
soldjers using batons made of
iron covered with plastic,

“They hit the cheekbones,
causing the eye to come out,"
he said. “There was such a degree
of accuracy that they must have
had training for this particular
blow."

In Tel Aviv, military officlals
acknowledged that people with

health complications could be
harmed by the tear gas, but
strongly denled |t would be harm-
ful under normal circumstancas.

But an officlal saild: *‘l believe
that a cremendous amount of
tear gas, for someone with a
heart problem, might have a
poor effecc.”

OFf the baten accusations, he
sald: “'Metal rods wrapped in
plastic are not standard practice.”

Gaza's Shifa hospital sald yester-
day that a 70-year-old palestinian
woman from a refugee camp died
after inhaling tear gas the previ-
ous day,

Relief agency sources said that
3,252 Palestinians had been injured
in clashes with lIsraell security
forces since last December.

World Court ruling
on PLO mission

THE HAGUE

The World Court ruled against
the United States' atcempt to uni-
laterally shut down the Palestine
Liberation Organisacion's mission
in MNew York.

The ruling implicitly condemned
the WS meve to close the PLO
mission to the United Nations by
supporting the UN position that
the dispute must be submitted to
independent arbitration.

“The court unanimously is of
the oplnton that the Unjted Stazes
of Amerlca as a party to the
Headquarters Agreement of June 26
1974 §s under an obligation. ..
to enter inte arbltration of the
dispute between the United Srates
of America and the United Natians,
sald the ruling by the 15 judges
of the court, the judicial arm of
the United Mations.

FOREIGN
NEWS

The tear gas

canister
Donald E. Wagner

n 9 February 1988, | visited
Dzhaisha refugee eamp near
Bethlehem in the Israsli-occupied
West Bank, A nine-year-old boy,
who had narrowly escaped being
kidnapped by militant  lIsraell
settlers near his home the
previous day, brought me a used
tear gas canister which had been
shot inte Dahalsha during) the
weekeand.,
| was then taken to the home
of a young mother of 24 who
was seven months pregnant uncil
9 February 198B. A tear gas
canister was shot Into her homs
during the dinner hour. The next
day she |ost her baby. We walked
up to the house to pay a con-
dolence visit and her sister said:
*She 15 not here. She had to
go to the hospital this morning
for an operation.' [
The tear gas canister was a

silver  cylinder, approximacely
one and a hall inches In width
and six inches in length. As

| examined it, 2 fine black powder
fell from the three holes at ics
base. | could feel the powder
affect my eyes and sting a cut on
my face.

Written on the canister was
the following text: *Mk, 11,560
CS5' In bold letters. Immediately
below was written '|150-yard long
Range Projectile’, followed by the
emblem of Federal Laboratories
(a knight In armour clutching a
spear). Below the emblem, in
smaller letters were the follow-
ing instructions: 'To ba used by
trained personnel only. WARNING:
May start fires. Must not be
fired directly at persons as
death or Injury may resulc. For
outdoor use only. FEDERAL
LABORATORIES, INC. Saltzburg,
Fennsylvania 15681, USA. “‘The
concluding  line on the canister
was equally Instructive: ‘Made
in the USA 123456789 MFG 1988."
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The Killing of Abu Jihad

pril — three days befare the
Arnid.

Three Labour Ministers in the
national unicy coalicion with the
Likud Party expressed reserva-
tions from the starr. They were
Shimon Peres, the Labour Party
leader, Forelgn Minister- Ezer
VWeizman, the formar RAF trained
alrforce commander who iz now
ane aof lsrael’s foremest doves,
and Yitzhak Mavon, the Education
Minister., Two other Labour mems-
bers of the 10-man inner—cabinet
supported the raid, They were
Yitzhak Rabin, the Defence Minjs-
ter, and Halm Bar—Lev, the Police
Minister. Both of them have served
as chiefs—of-scaff,

Critics of - the plan are under-
stood to have pointed out the
damage done to lIsrael's [mage
abroad after assassination teams
were unleashed against Palest|nian
targets in Europe following the
September 1972 massacre of ||
kidnapped Isracli atheletes at the
Municn Olympics. Under the code-
name, VwWrath of God, these teams
bombed and shot their way across
Europe, killing one man in Paris
with a bomb that was activated
by calling him on the telephone.
But In July 1973 the WOG teams
came to griel [n Norway, a good
friend of lsrael's, when four of
them were picked up ar Oslo
airport after they had murdered

a Moroccan disc jockey in the
small town of Lillehammer. They
all escaped with short prison

sentences but [t marked the end
of the WOG teams.

Israel’'s declsion to return to
a policy of selective assassinations,
especially if they invelve the kind
of hutzpah the world applauded
at Entebbe, s seen as an attempt
to restore the deterrent effect
of the Israel military.

The four-menth Palestlnian dpri-
ting in the oeccupled territories
has fostered notions of Israel|
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ERIC SILVER in Jerusalem,
and MIKE THEODOULOU in Nicosia

vulnerapility. This began before
the uprising when the Palestinians
suddenly became the milizary
athletes on the world stage when
a lone hang-glider pilot penet-
rated nerthern lsrael and killed
six soldiers,

Generals and politiclans have
taken every opportunity to remind
the Arabs that the army's main
job is to defend the borders and
fight an enemy more lethal than
teenaged boys armed with cata-
pults and molotov  cockrajls,
Whenever a terror squad s
Intercepted the soldiers are lavi-
shly pralsed for their professio-
nalism and dedication. Two gene-
rals believed to have been Invol-
ved in planning the Abu Jlhad
assassinatlon  took  pare ag
young officers In the lsraeli raid
on Beirut on [0 April 1973 in
which three PLO leaders and
at least one innocent Lebanese
women were killed, They are
Majer General Ehud Barak, lsrael's
most decorated soldier who is
now Deputy Chief of Staff, and
Major General Amnon Shahak,
now chief of military intelligence.

Dressed in drag

A third officer who took part
In the 1973 raid, Shmuel Pross.
burger, said this weekend: 'From
what | read In the newspapers
the raid in Tunisia was very
simllar to the operation in Beirut,
The fact that cars were found
by the beach having apparently
brought the commandes to and
from thelr target is similar to
what happened there.’

Three Mossad agents travelling
on false Lebanese passports flew
inte Tunisia and hired the two
transit buses and the car used
in the raid. These were later
found zbandoned on a secluded
beach where an Israeli missile
boat Is thought to have ferried
ashore between 30 and 40 com-
mandos in rubber dinghles. These

men belonged to a unit called
Sayarer  Matkal, which mezans
‘reconnajsance party of the General
Staff.

Out to sea was an [sraeli
Boeing 707 packed with electronle
counter-measures  which  were
capable of blocking all telephane
calls and radic messages from Abu

Jihad's willa, The aircrafc was
on  Flight Path Blue 21, the
normal commercial route berwean
Sicily and  Tunis, which comes
under ltalian flight control, The

actual hit squad seems te have
consisted of nine people. The
veteran Pressburger, who is run-
ning for Mayor of lerusalem on
on the right-wing Likud ricket,
was intrigued by reports from
Tunls that a

WOman was seen
among the killers just as there
had been after the Beirut rajid.

Last week he revealed in ap
Interview with a local weekly
paper that on that occaslon the
waman was none other chan his

comrade, Ehud Barzk, who had
dressed in drag while making
a final reconnaissance. In  Tunis

the commandos, using what appe-
ars to have been silenced sub-
machine guns, shot his two
Falestinian bodyguards and a
messenger who regularly stayed
overnight before procesding to
the first floor. Here Abu Jihad
(the name literally means Father
Holy War) emerged from his
study and stepped into Palestinian
legend with a pistal In his hand,
He is sald te have been hit
almost 100 times from the Israelis’
automatie weapons,

His wife Intissar, mother of
five, then appeared wicth their
teenaged daughter. Intissar saw
her husband lying in a pool of
bloed and, thinking her last
mament had come as well, turned
her face to the wall to await
the executioner's bullet. Instead,

(Continued on page 22)



SPECIAL TO THE L. G.

Iran-Contragate: What You’ll Never
See in the Establishment Media

Dcouglas Allen

Many Citizens In the United
States believe that we get the
best politicians that money can

buy. But is it really possibla
that the dollar has become zo
devalued? Seme commentataors

attack voter apathy, but loak-
ing at the televised hearings of
the Iran-Contra Congressional
Committee In 1987 made one
realize that such apathy at least
partially reflects good common
sense.

What follews are four major
lessens of lran-Contragate, les-
sons that will never be seen In
the establishment media, the sole
of Information on Iran—

sources
Contragate for at [least 90
percent of the U.5. public. We

shall focus on the Coptras, since
the committee was not willing
to defend the Reagan Administra-
tlon's sale of arms to Iran.
Mevertheless, at least our second,
third, and fourth lessons apply
as well to Iran az to the Con-
tras,

The Biased Composition
of the Committee

Much of our disappointment
can be related to the extremely
conservative nature of the com-
mittee, The Republicans, as one
would expect, loaded the commit-
tee with rightwing Ideoclogues,
who used the hearings to protect
President Reagan, lobby for the
Contras, and attack the hearings
themselves.

Perhaps most revezling on the
Republican side is the record of
the two Republican committee
members most attacked by the
rightwing for betraying Reagan
and being too eritical of the
administration’s lran-Contra poli-
cies. The media even described
Sepator Warren Rudman of New

Douglas Allen is a Professor of Philesophy

at the University of Maine in' Orono,

Maine, U.5.A. He Iz en the Editorial

Board of the Bulletin of Concerned

Asian Schelars.

and Senator Willlam
Cohen of Maine as the “"moderate’”
and mora “liberal'" Republicans.
When It comes to his wvoting
record on aid to the Contras,
the milicary budget, and a large
number of other milicary and
farelgn policy Issues, Rudman has
a liberal score of 02%; he voted
with the Reagan administration
1008, of the time. Cohen is not
quite so predictable: he voted
conservative only B5% of the
time, including ajd to the Contras.
So much for the myth of mederate

Hampshire

Republicans,
The Democrats, probably to
guard chemselves against  the

predictable rightwing charge thac
they are unpatriotic, l.e. “soft
on commuiism,;'" loaded the
commitcee with many conserva-
tive Democrats, such as Munn,
Heflin and Boren, Mone of the
forceful leading critles of U.S.
policy toward MNicaragua were on
the committes.

Perhaps most revealing on the
Cemocratic side was the highlight
of the hearings for many crities
of Reagan's Iran-Contra policles:
the dramatic and *‘courageous”
speech given by Senator George
Mitchell of Maine when he lec-
tured Oliver Morth, What did
Mitchell say? The facc cthat |
may disagree with you on the
lssue of ald to the Contras does
not mean that | love my country
less or love my God less than
you do. Mitchell reassured us
that he was not arguing that
his positlon was more adequate
than Merth's he was simply
expressing a different poinc of
view. The fact that one even
neaded to make such a case for
minimal rtolerance and agalnst
fanaticism, and that such a defense
was praised as remarkable, says
much  about cthe dangerously
biased nature of the hearings.

The blased compositlon of the
Iran-Contra Commictee |5 clear
from the flgures: while two-thirds
tao three-fourths of the U.S,
public opposes aid to the Contras,

two-thirds (17 of 26} of the
committee members have suppor-
ted Contra aid.

Lesson |:
MecCarthyism Is Alive and Sick
Throughout the hearings, one
observed the legacy of McCar-
thyism rearing its ugly and dan-
gerous head; blind, falsely-patri-
otic  anti-Communism, zlarming
and dominant, often bordered on
what In ather societles we would
label fascism,

One (llustration will suffice;
three months of endless rightwing
speaches and hundreds of refer-
ences to the Contras as ‘'‘our
Micaraguan freedom  fighters.”
This was a perfect illustration of
the Big Lie. One of the saddest
moments in the hearings occurred
when Senator Daniel Inouye, an
opponent of ald te the Contras,
became o defensive that he
blurted out that he opposed ald
to “our fresdom fighters,” As
one critic observed, the liberals
Just sac there like warts on a
pickle.

Mo commictee member dared
to chalienge the months of lob-
bying for “our Micaraguan free-
dom fighters'’, Mo member spoke
of tgur Micaraguan puppets,"
even though the Contras are
largely a U. S.-created and main-
tained councer-revolutionary force,
Mo member spoke of ‘tour
Micaraguan terrorists,”’ even though
the Contras direct most of their
military effort ctoward terrori-
zing the civilian population. No
member spoke of ‘*our Micaraguan
fasejzes," even though the over-
whelming majority of the Centra
military leaders were Part of
Somoza's fascistle National Guard.
Mo member spoke of “our Nleara
guan baby-killers,” even though
4204 of Micaraguans  killed
by the Contrast have been
children. Mo member spoke of
“our Micaraguan  rapists and
torturers,”” even though wides-
pread rape and torture by the
Contras have been documented
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by International humanitarian,

organizacions.

To speak of our Micaraguan
puppets, terrorists, faseists, baby-
killers, rapists and torturers
would, of course, be tantamount
to political  suicide. Through
the continuing polsonous legacy
of McCarthyism, such fabricated
anti-communist “freedom fighters',
became the dominant theme of
the hearings.

Lesson 2:
An Exercise in Damage
Cantrol

The Iran-Contragate hearings
were basically an exarcise in
damage control, more of an

avoldance than a serious attempt
at getting at the truth. As
with the Vietnam War and
VWatergate, the unsuccessful U.S.
pelicies, In  this case directed
toward Micaragua, had led to
disastrous consequences  which
threatened to bring about a
histerical and structural change of
power. Similarfy, unsuccessful U.S,
policies toward lIran, from Vas-
hington's support of the Shah
through the disasters of the
Carter administration to Reagan's
failures In recent years, had
threatened to bring about signi-
ficant changes of power In the
Persian Gulf and the Middle East.
The Tower Commission and the
Iran-Contra” committee were un-
usual but necessary devices for
limiting the damage of Iran-Cont-
ragate and preserving the status
quo,

Perhaps most basically, no com-
mittee member raised key ques-
tions about L. 5. policies that are
essentlally anti-democracic in that
they align themselves with the
vested interests of the wealthy
landlords, large capitalists, are
repressive  military of Central
America and agalnst the seif-de-
terminatlon and empowerment of
the workers. Such anti-demeo-
cratic policies, of course, require
massive military and economic
intervention in order to preserve
the Imperial status quo. (These
points, defining Washington's poll-
cies toward Central America, are
also essential in understanding
the history of U.S. policies- to-
ward lran.)
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Lesson 3:
An Imperialist/interventionist
Agenda

Members of the |ran-Concra
Committee simply have a very
different agenda from millions of
us concerned with the policles
of Contragate. This of course,
was always clear with the right-
wing ldeclogues, but the liberal
minaricy also did not raise basic
questions central to Contragate.
They limited their industry to
such concerns as whether some
individuals proficed from the arms
sales to lran and the diversion
of the Contras,

Committes

members did not
ralse questions about U.S. his-
tory, which includes more than

ten major U.5. military invasions
of Nicaragua since 1850, Members
never rajsed questions about the
record of U.5. corporate greed
and dominatlon of the peoples
of Central America. never rals-
ed basic questions about U.5.
pelicles  thar  have necessitated
and continue to necessitate mill-
tary and ecaonomic |nterventlon
in Central America,

Members never even raised
basic questions about the legi-
timacy of DIA and other covert
operations. (Covert operations
were assumed by all members
to be legitimate, aven though a
few critics ralsed a few ques-
tions about whether a specific
covert operation might be exces-
sive or even |llegal.) Mo one
even took seriously the embar-
rassing questions about the con-
tras and drug crafficking.

In short, the third  [esson s
that all Iran-Concragate commit-
tee members, implicicly or ex-

plicitly, assumed interventionist
and imperialist policies. No one
challenged them.
Lessan 4
The Fundamental Basis of
L5, Policies

The fourth and maler lesson
of Contragate, never mentioned

at the hearings, does not concern
either a few overzealous fanatics

or a few money—secking indivi-
duals, but rather what all the
revelations, and especially the

unasked questions and suppressed
Iinformation, say about U.S. policy
toward Central America (and

Iran), about the U.5.'s fude-
mental economic, political, and
cultural values, and about military-
industrial structures of power.

Ar the end of Werld War I,
all of the eother major count-
ries were greatly weakened mili-
tarily and economically.  The
Uniced States alone was greatly
strengthened. Economically, poli-
tically, and militarily, the L.S.
was number one; jts closest com-
petitor was distant second, The
U.5., as the world's number one
power, incrnasing!}r perceived its
self-interest  as maitaining the
status quo. U.S, policies become
increasingly counterrevolutionary’
since revolution threatened the
status quo.

At the same time, the period
was one of rising national Iibe-
ratjon movements, struggles of
the former colonles in Africa,
Asia, and Latin America for natio-
nal independence and self-deter-
mination. This movement was,
and continues to be, world his-
torical development: the greatest
movement toward demecracy in

the sense of economle, political,
and cultural empowerment and
seli-decermination. These two

forces — counterrevolution and
revelution, domination and self-
determination — are on a coellition
course, For us, the fundamental
question of the Iran-contra
affair is the basic question: Which
side are you on?

On the one side are those
responslble for lran-Contragate
and those on the cmmittee who
accept and perpetuate U5, jnter-
ventienism, who invoke anti-com-
munism to silence their critics,
and who, when necessary, exer-
cise devices of damage control
to minimize their losses,

On the other side are chose
of us who do not regard the
peasants and workers of Central
America as our enemies, who do
not regard the religions liberation
communities as our enemjes, and
who do not regard those strug-
gling for a new economic, poli-
tical, soclal, cultural, and moral
order — in which they can relate
to us as equals — as our enemlies,
They are our sisters end brothers.
Their struggle, and thelr coming
freedom |s our freedom.



JHARKHAND’S ROOTS

Tribal Identities in Indian History

Arvind N. Das (Assistant Editor, Times of India)

(Exclusive to Lanka Guardian)

he inability of Indian state to

cope with tribal movements
like the resurgent Jharkhand
agitation Is histerical. Indeed, the
problem of the relationship bet-
ween the tribals and so-called
mainstream population ls civilisa-
tlonal in spite of the fact that
the development of lndian elvili-
sation and culture |s a saga of
the Intercwining of the tribal and
non-cribal scrands. Although Indian
hiscory has not witnessed the
mass extermination or brutal
subjugation of indigenous peoples
as happened in America or Aust-

ralla, despite the integral role
of the tribal's manpower and
natural resources In  the Indian

economy and In the evolution of
the material and moral culture
of India. the tribals have always
been considered alien, 'the other’,
exotic and marginal. The response

of the state to them has been
conditionad by this.

At thea best of times, the
hegemonistic subjugation of the
tribal has always carrled the

implicit threat of coercion. Thus
even after Priyadarshi Ashok, the
Mauryan emperor, had renounced
war and taken te dhammao vijoy
(conquest through righteousness),
his edict addressed to the atavikas,
the forest—-dwellers, forefathers
of today's Jharkhandls, grimly
reminded them, ‘‘Forget not that
the Beloved of the Gods. in
addition ta belng righteous, Is
also powerful’'. The rulers of
today, especially In benighted
Bihar, certainly do not have that
sophistication of expression. Thelr
response to the tribal's movement
is one of shecr coerclon In the
form of the functioning of the
unthinking machinery of state
power,

Qutside the state
also, there |5 no clarity about
the content of the lharkhand.
movement. in spite of Its profes-

apparatus

sed commitment to decentralisa-
tion, rights of minorities and its
oft-repeated assertion thar ade-
quate  royalties from patural
mineral resources should accrue
to areas of ctheir location, the
CPl (M) sees the lharkhand
movement as yet another mani-
festation of separatism  which
needs to be combatted. On the
other side of the ideoclogical
divide, the BIP sees sinister designs
of Christian milssionaries and god-
less extremists Instigating what
it patronising callas simple banvasis

(forest—dwellers).  Such liberal
opinion as at all concerns ltself
with the |Issue finds an easy
explanation for It In the pat

formulation of assertion of ethnic
identities.

All these shades are coloured
by the picture of the tribal as
an unchanglng savage, noble or
otherwise, and do not recognise
the political economy of the
movement. The simplified concep-

- tlon of ‘tribe’, fostered by colonlal

anthropology and unchallengingly
adopted by the uncritical unincelli-
gentsia leads to simple and inade-
quate response to an Immensely
complex phenomenon,

To begin at the beginning, It
Is particularly Impertant In any
discussion of 'tribes’ to note that
‘tribe’ need not bes related to
‘race’. A fallacy has often been
repeatad by ethnographers and
anthropologists a-historically or
with the help of pseudo-history
in assuming in their use of ‘tribe’
for certain communties a supposed-
ly common ancestry and specific
characterstics, Such presumption
has facilicated political, cultural,
and ecoromie deminatien of such
communlcles. It Is alse not merely
accidental that only in the heydeys
of coleniallsm, did  colonial

administrators, who where the
proto-anthropologists, label sec-
tions of the subject people as

raclally defined tribes. Before that
‘outsiders’ who came into contace
with such communities — generally
referred to them as ‘people’,
'‘kingdoms', ‘dwellers of cerrain
regions,” etc.

Indeed, In the Indian historical
tradition, there [s no equlvalent
of the value-loaded term ‘tribe’.
The nearest concept |s thart of
the Sanskric jangh which denotes
the agglomeration of Individuals
with a definlte territorial, kinship
and cultural pattern. Prior to the
colonial annexation of parts of
India Inhabited by such, groups,
most of the presently designated
‘tribes’ were elther uncenscious
of their ethno-tribal identitles or
called themselves '‘people’™ vis-
a-vls others. The Issue of juxta-
posed ldentity was very Important
in the demarcation of self-identicy
as the latter was neither concep-
tually autonomous nor, in practi-
cal existence, particularly distingul-
shable,

It was only when the perpetra-
tors of colonialism, who conceived
of themselves as racially distinct
and superior, faced formidable
cpposition from ‘*forest-dwellers,
‘primitive groups' etc., as compared
to the relatively simpler subju-
gatlon of the ‘mainstream’ popu-
lacion, many of rthese ‘peoples’
were termed ‘tribas’ and actribuced
raclal characteristics which were
borrewed from the colonial
experlence in America, Australia
and Africa. They were simplistically
distinguished from Hindus and
Muslims on the assumption that
they were animlsts whereas others

were not, On the economic scale
they were placed as being
‘backward’ food-gatherers or shif-
ting culeivators. On  cultural
criterla, obviously artificlal and
alien, they were described as
being ‘primitive’. On Juridical

grounds, since they waeare difficult
to subject, many of them ware
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classified as belng ‘criminal’. And,
in tune with the different phases
of colonial administration, they
were elther brutually suppressed
or subjected to special regulations
which at best amounted to
paternalistic despotism.

Through the systematic fragmen-
tatlon of the non-racial and
composite culture  of India a
situation was created where mast
such 'peoples’ have come to be
known teday by names they did
not recognise themselves. Thus,
while several widely dispersed
masses of pecple were brought
under a blanket nomenclature, a
number of cognate groups of
pecple were arbitrarily divided
Into several communities, in the
1931 Census attempt was made
by the colonial administration to
list the “primitive tribes", Shortly
thereafter, the Government of
India Act of 1935 redesignated
them zs “‘backward tribes'. After
independence, special provisions
for the administration of these
pecples were made under which
they were listed In separate
schedules of the Censtitution,
thus creating the term “‘scheduled
tribes".

In shert, ‘tribe’ jn India Is
esentially a politico-administrative
category. The eminent sociologist
Ramakrishna Mukherjee has asked
“Should the juridical category of
scheduled tribes, which may grind
a political axes, be ocur guide to

impose invidious distinction of
‘tribals’ and others In Indian
saciety?” However, through the
ad hoc, unscientific, stereotyped

classification geared to administra-
tive ends, a political categorisation
of society has been reified into
becaming social reality.

A critical analysis requlres fresh
thinking on stereotypes and tired
old images of ethnic identity and
makes it Mecessary to examine
two important aspects: (1) the
distinction, if at 2!l possible, of
tribe from other social aggregates
like peasantry, caste, class, etc.,
and (2) the contempeorary self-
perception of the concerned peo-
ple. Histarically this exercise is
extremely difficult because the
entire course of Indian history
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shows tribal elements being fused
in general society. The idea that
tribal soclety was isolated and
insulated is patently false. Indeed
some anthrepelogists have even
concluded that iz was only the
coloniallsm that the “isolated™
and the “‘primitive’” was born.

What can certalnly be said that
colonialism changed the context
and level of tribal-non-tribal social
Interaction. In the present con-
text a VYery |mpertant aspect is
that many of the tribes are settled
cultivators, Internally stratified
and practically indistinguishable
from other peasant groups. Cri-
tical anthropelegy has thus had

to discard some myths about
tribes and come to terms with
the faet that the ideal sceial

aggregate of tribe is merely con-
ceptual znd, if it existed, it did
so only In the undefined past
and that what exist today are
tribes in transition.

This realisation of tribes in
transitjon as peasants does away
with the perspective of timeless,
unchanging, undifferentiated cong-
lomerates eking out subslstence
in struggle not with other men
but with the elemental forces of
pature. In contrast to the idyllic
tribal sterectype depicted annually
on the Republlc Day tableaux,
tribes are internally differenciated
not only by a ritual hierarchy
bur alse a secular, politles-eca-
nomic hierarchy based on the
devolution of economic and social
pawer. And, change among the
tribes, as among other people,
has to be analysed through the
framework of class.

A creative application of class
analysls to change in tribal socie-
tles has to relate to the jssue of how
external forces articulate them-
selves within the tribal sccio-cul-
tural organisation, lronically how-
ever, a widely accepted theory
on the ardleculation of the exter-

nal and Internal facters in the
dynamics: of tribal societies s
in fact based on the curious

paradox of dis-articulation through
physical displacement of tribal
groups from their original habitat
by non-tribals.

The dis-articulation theorists
base themselves on the assumption
that trlbes were pushed back
Into Inhozpitable terrains by waves
of Aryan Invaders. Mot only does
such ethnelogy ignore that in many
respects the Aryans themselves,
such as they were, seen to have
been constituted of what would
appear to be tribal formations
but also, given the stage of pro-
duction, the sparsicy of popula-

tlon and large-scale avallability
of fertile lands in that period,
it was neither rnecessary nor

possible to carry out displacement
of aboriginal populatien,

The answer to cthe displacement
theorists lies in the stages of
production of varicus social groups,
The agriculeurises and traders
Inhabited the river banks of Wes-
tern lindia and coastal outposts,
the pastoral people spread out
in due course aleng the lush
river valleys pastwards and the
hunters and gatherers lived in
the uplands which were suited
to thelr appropriation of sub-
sistence withour the necessity of
clearing dense forests, a task
which would in any case have
been Impossible without the use
of fron.

These separate modes of exis-
tence were of course arciculated

with each' other. There werae
not only commercial, political
and  cultural contaccs but each
ane alse  took over aspects of
the very production activities
from the other. The post-colo.-
nial adm'rnIstrator—anthrapnlog]st

K-Suresh Singh has pointed out
that the names of a number of
agricultural implements mentioned
in vedic literature, like [onpala
ar hala (plough), Kuddola (spade),
arc. are of Mundari tribal erymo-
logical  origin. It Is also’ an
immense significance  that the
sources of the mast vital element

in preduction for the last two
thousand five hundred years —
iron — are largely lacated In

precisely those areas which are
the tribal hearcland, the region
which was called Jharkand by
Akbar's chroniclers.

NEXT: Ethnicity and
Regionalism.



The peasant —

S. Pathiravitana

Thaugh rice was (and still is)
politics In Sri Lanka, zgriculture

has enjoyed no such eminence In
the thinking of the country’s politl-
cal lefc.

What it has preferred to tell
us Is about is agri-business. Under
British colonialism and in the salad
days of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party, It was the Planters’ Raj
the young radicals tried to take
on. And In our, what are known
as nzo-colonial days, there are
some fringe leftist partles snapping
and biting at the multi-natjonals
who are planning to gobble down
the country's agriculture in Latin-
Amerlcan style,

And in Latin-American style
there are a few cassocks leading
the fight. The absence of the
orthodox Marxist left In chis scrug-
gle 15 seriking. |s it because agri-
business is another of those areas
where both the  democratic
plutocratsand the orthodoxMatxists
hall each other lilke lost brothers?
For, after all, peasant agriculture,
where a lone man treads after a
lonelier plough singing snatches
of encouragement to his buffaloes
or horse, now there's a waste of
time for you.

Think of the output af a single
two-wheealer, belching black smake
into the blue sky, and the Increased
yield which will help the poor
yoke| to have more of radios, TVs,
artificial textiles and a lot of
other bric-a-brac, Lenin too drea-
med of It in that way and equated
socialism with electricity,

Bur we, even without enjoying
all the megawares promised have,
in the last eleven years despite
our tea, rubber and coconut fetch-
ing unsteady prices, had a tremen-

Mr. Pathiravitana s o senior journalist and
& former Editor of the Ceylon Daily WNews

nobody’s cause

dous increase in material goods.
Has this inany way increased the
content of our happinenessi Or
has the tinsel and glitcer of our
'supermarket’ Increased the desire
of cur people to work harder to
get the goedies of lifal

If the mere increase of material
goods and money (by pay hikes
ecc) Is baund to Increase human
happiness, then surely the decade
that has gone by will remain truly
memarable, But will it? How
do those who have gone through
it, those who have recejved the
goodies and those who had them
only on the trickle, feel about
this. historic era? The simple
answer to that is nobedy now
believes this is the promised
Dharmishca era,

VWhen the political agltator gets
on to the subject of poverty and
promises to eradicate it you know
he is talking nonsense. Aristotle
said that poverty breeds revolu-
tion and crime. It is understan-
dable why the political agitator
holding the relgns of power is
anxious to eliminate |t, while
the agitator out of power is inclined
to agitate, If not for ecrime at
feast for revolution,

To escape the wiles of bath
let us see what the thinkers have
to say about poverty. Let's begin
with Plato who says that "poverty
consists not in the decrease of
one's possessions, but In the in-
crease of ane's greed'’ which leads
us to the thought that the warld’s
poor are really the rich who are
sowing the seeds of poverty every-
where by their style of life.

But no politjical agitator, not
evan the decent ones [ike Indira
Gandhl who had eradication of
poverty on her program, would
have been bold enough to offer
a decrease of possessions as the

way to eradicate povarty. Onsz
man In our tims did In fact make
lt his way of life. But there are
no serious takers now, though
hordes followed him then, among
the political agitators of his coun-
try to listen to Mahatma Gandhl.

At least one Gandhian econo-
mist of that time raised a quas-
tien which is of relevance today
when people in the West and
East are both concerned about
Alrernate Seyles of Living. Bharatan
Kumarappa wrote : "'the question
of whether an abundance of goods
is necessary for human well-being
is never so much as ralsed, "

Paverty was only to be men-
tioned in passing. The maln thing
that | needed to say was that
the Sri Lankan peasant is In danger
of extinction, The billions that
the World Bank and the IMF on
one side and the Anglo-Saxons the
MNordies and the Teutons on the
other are pouring inte the Maha-
well may enable the peasant to
buy his lictle radic or TV or that
cheap gew-gaw from Taiwan, but
they will all be responsible for
destroying his. contentment and
happiness and freedom when he is
reduced to the status of a wage
slave working for a multi-national

producing a monotonous variety
of banana or orange.
With him will die over 2500

years of agricultural practice which
astonished  observers from the
VWest. Here is one such pre-in-
dustrial revolution observation
made by that practical minded,
utilitarlan Robert Knox, who was
a prisoner in this country for 19
years |n the |7ch century. Refering
to the Sri Lankan plough Knox says:

| said before It was a crooked
piece of Wood, itis but little

bigger than a Man's Arm, ene
end whereof Is to hold by, and
the other to root up the
Ground . . .
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These Ploughs are proper for
this Country, because they are
lighter, and so may be the more
easier for turning, the Fields being
short, so that they could nat
turn with longer, and if heavier
they would sink and be unruly
in the mud. These Ploughs bury
net the grass as ours do, and
there is no need they should.
For their endeavour isonly to
root up the Ground, and so they
overflow with Warer, and this
rots the Grass,

These practices are observed
even today, except that in the
Mahawell in the drier season there
Is 2 restriction In the use of tank
water for paddy cultivation because
the farmer |s discouraged from ‘rot-
ting the grass' (inexpensive weed
control ) with ‘overflow of water’
(2gro-scientists a call this wasceful
use of water), Desplite the billions
of rupees of faith built into
the { Mahaweli there jsn'c enough
water to crop the rice the way
farmers want,

Knox alse notes -

They never use any dung, but
their manner of plewing - and
soaking of their Ground serves
Instead thereof,

Se flooding of the paddy feld
for weed control (natural ‘weedi-
cide) Is also the farmer's method
of adding (non-chemical) ferciliser,
effecting savings In foreign exchange
if such things were In operation
then,

A joyous side to the agriculeural

life is alsa noted by Knox whao
writes :

When they Till their Grounds,
or Reap their Corn, they do it by
whole Towns generally, all hel-
ping each other for  Attoms,
as they call it; that is that
they may help them as much,
or as many days again In their
Fields, which accordingly they
will do... Every man during the
reaping of his corn, finds all the
rest with Victuals. The womens
werk |s to gather up the Corn
after the Reapers, and carry it
all together,

Robert Knox was a practising
Christian who was only too -awara
he was living among ‘heathens’
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and ‘idal worshippers’ to get too
close to them, However accurate
his observations were in deplcting
overt action, he hadn't the gift
of Insight Into the life of the
the people he was living ameng.
It could be said of him that he
had the experience but missed the
meaning.

A profounder observation,enhanc-
Ing and! enriching Knox's remarks
and applicable to a great many
Aslan countriss which are predo-
minently rural, comes two centuries
fater at the helght of Victorian
imperialism and the ctriumph of
the Industrial revolution, from a
a great lover of Indjan culture,
Sir George Birdwood,

Birdwoed was born in Indla and
grew up in Mahratta and had such
a close intimacy with Indian life
at different levels and was in a
better position than Robert Knox,
who was a prisoner of his Puritan|sm
as well, to appreciate the meaning
and value of life revolving round
Asian agricultyre,

Writing on the Mahratta Plough
in his collection of essays published
under the Sanskrit citle SVA' Sir
George Birdwood says :

The Indlan plough is, In short
part and parcel of a fixed, crystal-
lised way of life, wherein it is
the primitive and primary inte-
grant molecule, regulating the rela-
tions, and determining the dimen-
slens, and the ultimate characrer
of the entire and indissoluble
economle, social, and religious
system  built upon it

In that life all are but co-ordi-
nate parts of one undivided and
Indivisible whaole, wherein the
provision and respect due to
every individual are enforced,
under the highest religious sanc-
tions, and every office and cal-
ling perpetuated from father to
son by those cardinal obligations
of caste on which the whole
hierarchy of Hindulsm hinges.

In Sri Lanka over 70 per cent
of the population is still rural.
Life still revolves round this
‘primitive’ tool as it has dene
throeughout the centuries. The
Tank and Dagoba concept, sym-
bols of peasant culture, was pue

aut as aslogan by the agitators
on the pelitical right of this
country. But they have dropped
It once In power. -

Instead of strengthening the
peasant at grassroot level the
agitators are now encouraging
him to believe that well-being
rests on an abundance of mate-
rial goods. This is now creating
far—reaching sccial, cultural and
ecenomic complication. The cor-
ruptien and moral confusion
prevailing in the country today
Is due largely to the loss of
faith in Insititutions which people
held in great esteem and sanc-
tity until recently,

The Killing. ..
(Continued from page [6)

she heard one of the hooded
gunmen say to her daughter in
Hebrew-accented  Arabic: ‘Ga
tend to your mother.'
In Israel the death
lihad was hailed as a
victery by the

of Abu
famous
majority of its
citizens and even some liberals
were muted in their criticiem,
It Is good for our egos but
doesn't deal with the serious
problems facing our country’,
wrote the columnist, Yoel Marcus,
in Hoaretz. Prime Minisiter Yitz-
hale Shamir still insists that the
first he heard of the raid was
when he switched on his radio.
But the winks are getting broader.
‘Let us hope thar our enemjes
will reallse and understand that
Israzl knows how to wage war
and that all these who hurt us
will be hurt manifold’.

For the moment, men Ilike
Ezer Weizman, the Spitifire pilot
wha became the architect of
the overwhelming Israell air victory
In the [367 war, remain volces
In the wilderness, As 2 member
of the cabiner he must stick to
the fiction that lsrael was not
involved In the killing. All he can

say st ‘If | had to make the
decision | would have said no.
The assassination didn't concri-

bute to the fight against terror-
ism or to the peace process.’

Our correspondent in  Jerusalem
wos subject to lsraeli military cen-
sorship.

— London Observer



Few other countries can claim 2
that capital invested over :
15 centuries ago in extensive
irrigation programmes is
still contributing to their life.

/ ...and Srilanka is linking modern technology
“+ | tothese age old assets through the Mahaweli
Diversion Complex which will assuredly lift us

£ | into a better life,

CIC channels a wida range of expertise into Sri
Lanka’s agriculture and industry. From Paddy
Field to Factory Floor from Plantation to
Cottage Weaver.
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Modern expertise means
improved quality
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Part 1II

Nikolai Bukharin : Centenary Reassessment

Reggie Siriwardena

The conclusion cannac, | think,
be avoided that collectivisation
in 1929 and the early ‘thirties
was premature, since the Soviet
economy could not yet afford
the agricultural machines and other

facilities that would have made
possible a willing  move-
ment towards collective farms,
In [930 there was an  official
estimate that 1,500,000 tractors

were needed to ensure full cal-
lectivisation; actually, in 1929 the
output was only 3,000; and in
1932 |t was still only 50,000.

The question must be raised
therefore whether it would not
have been wiser te ler small-
scale peasant farming co-exist for
some time with socialist industry
until the Soviet economy had the
sinews which would have made

possible a more painless advance.

This does not mean that private

farming need necessarily have
stagnated in the intervening period,
Because of the low level of techno-
logy of peasant cultivation, |t should
have been possible to make consi-
derable increases in productivity
by the supply of simple Imple-
ments (even produced on 2 craft
emphasis on heavy Industry). It
should also have been possible,
given the political will, to prepare
the peasantry for future develop-
ment of collectives by promoting
Intermediate forms such as co-ope-
ratives,

Like many conclusions about past
history, this assessment must remain
indeterminate. Meanwhile, it 1s
interesting to look at the measured
judgment of Mikhail Garbachev on
this question, delivered in his 70ch
aniversary speech last Movember,
and cast in the restralned language
appropriate to a ceremonial occasion
He defended collectivisation as a
transiormation of fundamental im-
portance', but sald ;

A rigid cencralisation and com-
mand system was impossible in
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tackling the problems of refash-
loning rural |ife,

There was an underestimatlon
of the fact that the peasantry
as a class had changed radically
in the yearstince the revolution.
The principal figure now was
the middle peasant, If in
general the artitude te the vast
mass of the peasantry ... had
been politically more judicious,
if there had been a consistent
line te proemete the alljance
with the middle peasantry aga-
inst the kulak ... then there
waould not have been all those
excesses that occurred in carry-
ing out collectivisation . .. This
maost impartant and very complex
social process, in which a great
dezl depended on loeal conditions
was directed by fundamentally
administrative methods. A con-
viction had arisen that all prob.
lems could be solved at a stroke,
overnight. Flagrant vioclations
of the principles of collectivisa-
tion occcurred everywhere.

This Is not indentical with
Bukharin's view in 1929, but |t goes
a long way towards recognising
the substantial character of his

objections to the ‘revolution from
abave' |

However, it s not only in
this respect that Bukharin remains
a volce that speaks to the present,
He fought againsc the over-centra-
lizaticn of the economy: he
advocated the autonomy of the
individual state enterprise: he
favoured competition batween
different enterprises as a means
of protecting quality: he asserted
that ‘the consumer was not for
the econemy but the economy
for the consumer: znd he endea-
voured to distinguish the market
mechanism from its specific form
under capitalism, maintaining that
the market could be a useful
tool of a socialist economy. In
all these respects his ideas

find a strong echo In  the
reforms  taking place In the
Soviet Union today. It s not
too much to say that in many
ways Gorbachev has Inhericed
the legacy of Bukharin,

There's a fipal reflection |

want to offer. In George Orwell's
1984 his hero, Winston Smich,
has a job which involves elimi-
nating from old newspapers facts
which have become politically
inconvenient, ‘This process of
continous,  alteration,"  wrote
Orwell, ‘'was applied not only
to newspapers, but to books,
pericdicals, pamphlets, posters,
leaflets, films, sound-tracks, car-
toons  photographs — to  every
kind of literature or documen-
tatlon which might concelvably
hold any political or ideclogical
significance.” Everybody knows
that Orwell’'s ‘memory haole’ In
1984 was an extension of the
real practice of Stalinist Russla,
You will remember the editions
of the Great Soviet Encyclopoedia
in which articles about former
leaders used te disappear when
they became non-persons: you
will recall the photographs of the
Revolution retcuched so a3z to
eliminate Trotsky. Yes, people did
disappear down the memory hole
in - Stalin's Soviet Union as In
QOrwell's antl-utlepia. But Orwell’s
pessimistic fantasy was too myaple,
too. much at the mercy of a
single-track Ideological wislon,
it's now four years later than
1984, and the processes of the
destruction of memary are being
reversed.  After half a century
of slander succeeded by silence,
Bukharin, and others like him,
walk again. That's why | have
placed at the centre of my play
an old lady of 76 who has kept
alive in memory, through twenty
years in the prisen camps,
through another thirty years of
loneliness, the wards of a leccer.
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOUV AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

iy

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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