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AN EVER INCREASING GALAXY OF
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STUDENT UNREST

Students fn Colombo and
glsewhere demonstrated against
terror gangs. detention and
deaths of students. Major trouble
spots outside Colombo were
Kandy., Badulla, Bandarawela,
Matalz, Kegalle, Anuradhapura,
Mastara and Hambantots.

In Kandy, one student was
killed and seven were injured
when police opened fire.

In Colombo, police used tear
gas to break up demonstrations
on Havelock Road.

On June 8, inter-university
student wnions held a mass
meeting at the Nugegoda market
square, a place much used
for palitical meetings in recent
times, to agitate for {according
to THE ISLAND) “freedom, the
right to exist and other demo-
cratic rights.” The gathering
wWas massive and young.

WHEN THE IPKF GOES

Five thousand more soldiers
are to be added to the 32,000
naw in the SriLanka Army in
preparation for the pufll out of
the 45.000-man Indian Peace
Keeping Force from the North-
East Province. Qutfitting these
new brigades will cost 2,000
mitlion rupees, Army Comman-
der General Hamilton Wana-
singhe told the WEEKEND.

The beefing up will start im-
mediately, the Generaf said.

BEGGING TO BE

BANMED
Begging is to be banned, it
was announced fast  week.

Beggars are to be rehabilitated,

State Minister far Social Welfare
Samantha Karunaratne was quo-
ted. The bhan will be imposed
in Colombo and major towns to
begin with. The beginning was
scheduled for this week.

There are 50.000 beggars
inthe country. according to a
ministry  survey, and 70,000
are in the city.

FOR UNCOVERING
PORN SCANDAL?

A poficeman who uncovered
a porn racket in Park Road has
been transferred Twith imme-
diate  effect”, Police investi-
gators have found, & news
report said, thata mother and
daughter, two sisters, and a
woman who came with her
fhusband for film interviews had
heen stripped, photographed
and raped.

Offences were committed even
against adult escorts of girls
who came far “interviews” for
sefection as “film stars”, the
report, quoting  polfice investi-
galors, said,
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1983 anti Tamil riots

On the MNational question
and Marxism appearing in
the L. G, of May 1st. Dayan
Jayatilake states that by the
1985 A’ pura massacre, the
LTTE transformed the Stata
vs Tamil people contradic-
tion inte a State plus Sin-
hala people wvs the Tamil
people one. Well, what about
the anti-Tamil riots of 19837

was it only the State that
was engaged in the pog-
rom? | might as well state,

what was a Siate wvs Tamil
guerilla contradiction was
transformed inta a State plus
Sinhala people vs Tamil gu-
erillas plus Tamil people soon
after the killing in Jaffna of
13 soldiers in July 1983.

R. Jeyarajah
Jafina

Error

| wish to point out a
factual error in Kumari Jaye-
wardene’'s  excellent  article,
“Feminism and the Left in

South Asia.”

She cites Ali  Shariati's
book “Marxism and Other
Western Fallacies™. In fact

this boock was never written
by Shariati, It was actually
published by Savak without
his authorisation and consis-
ted of selective excorpts
from notes made by Ali Sha-
riati as a student al Masshad
University.

| enclose a wxerox of the
relevant pages from Ervand
Abrahamian’s book “'The Ira-
nian Mejahidin', Tauris, 1989,

M. Ram
Cambridge, M A
Mass, U5 A
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IPKF PULLOUT

Collision course or
pressure move ?

Mervyn de Silva

President Premadasa’s pra-
emptory ‘quit notice” to the
IPKF with its two-month deadline
has placed Sri Lanka on a diplo-
matic confrontation course with
India where Mr, Gandhi's Congress
preparing for an uncertain polls
battle has jts own time-table. Mot
surprisingly, Delhi has spoken of
‘logistical problems’, meaning that
it is prepared for a phased pull-
out, the phase and timing mutu-
ally negotiated

In April Mr, Gandhi had told
the annual Army top brass con-
ference he was planning to with-
draw the “bulk’” of troops soon.
Bringingtheboysback home would
have been a vote-winner where-
as pulling them out on the "guit
order’ of the Sri Lankan President
would have been understood by
the Indian electorate as a slap in
the face of ‘the regional super-
power’, the flattering title recently

awarded by a western press,
seized by a warm, lingering
fascination for the Raj ! Super-

powers, regional or global, are
not expected to bow to the dic-
tates of small neighbours.

India is a bustling democracy,
with a strong Opposition and a
virile press. That makes a diffe-
rence  as  many an  American
President discovered during the
Vietnam war.

And the increasingly self-con-
fident Mr. V. P. Singh, and his
Mational Front, issued a strongly
worded statement accusing Gan-
dhi of bringing dishonour to the
Indian army and 1o the country by
his "“costly misadventure” which
in the view of the four-party
alliance was now a "total failure’.

Mr. Gandhi has another cause
for anxiety. Sri Lanka is now a
‘dead issue’ in Tamilnadu, the
large south Indian state where a
cocky Congress ‘1" got a thorough
drubbing from the DMK of Mr.

Karunanidhi. Karunanidhi, not
MGR, is the authentic spokesman
of Tamil interests, The name of
his party — actually a movement
originally — speaks for itself. |If
the |PKF's withdrawal from north
-and-east by the second half of
this year coincides with the begin-
ning of the election campaign in
India, and there's a bloodbath in
the north (say, the LTTE goes for
the EPRLF combine) Gandhi will
be held responsible by the Dra-
vidian south, And that is wvitally
important for him since the once
impregnable ‘Hindi Belt” has been
successfully stormed by Mr. V. P,
Singh.

AMERICAN PREDICAMENT

So we have a Gandhian predi-
cament that is peculiarly American
rather than Brezhnevite Soviet
vis-a-vis Afghanistan, another
fashionable analogy. The Soviet
analogy is applicable, if at all, in
relation only to Indira Gandhi's
motives for interventionist prepa-
rations. For Brezhnev, the threat
of US intervention after the |ranian
Revolution, and the possible fall-
aut of Islamic fundamentalism on
the USS5R's Central Asian Moslem
Republics. For Mrs. Gandhi, there
was cresping US intervention in
Sri Lanka during JR's first term —
Trinca mainly, VOA, etc. And of
course, the fear of militant Tamil
separatism spilling over to the true
‘traditional homeland’, Tamilnadu,
the birthplace of the once
secessionist DME,

Mo. Rajiv's plight is more than
American — superpower pride,
and electoral considerations, the
politics of re-election.

For President Premadasa, newly
elected, it is the politics of survi-
val. The JVP-DJV has moved to
the final phase of jts stunningly
successful campaign of terror,
digruption, and de-stabilisation —

the anti-India phase, the holy war
against the ‘main enemy’, and its
“puppets’”, As usual, it was the
cartoonist who said it best, In the
SUNDAY TIMES, Premadasa was
seen scrawling “INDIAN GO
HOME" in huge black letters on a
street wall. In the corner, study-
ing the man who was trying to
steal his most appealing slogan,
was the JVP Leader, Mr. Rohana
Wijeweera, wrapped in thought,

Ordinarily, Gandhi may have
excused President Premardasa's
somewhat unorthodox diplomatic
style — the quit order was issued
at a temple ceremaony — but now
he has to weigh the matter most
carefully. His own prime minis-
terial office is at stake. The elec-
tion is likely to be very closely
contested, though the victors may
prove a motley lot, a coalition
which may collapse quickly,

MATIOMAL CONSENSUS

The growing national consensus
supportive of Mr. Premadasa’s
announcement presented problams
not only for Gandhi but for the
JVFP and its allies. There was
little doubt that the President was
seeking to undermine the JYP's
most effective propagandist-agi-
tational campaign. He was trying
to steal the JVYP-DJV's “desha-
premi’” clothes, It is NOT as
revolutionaries orsocial refarmers
that the JVP iz now appealing to
the widest section of the Sii
Lankan electorate. It is as 'pat-
riots” who must unite in the
common strugale to free the
country of a foreign army —
incidentally an army bigger than
our own. That is the “liberation”
that the JVP-DJV is now talking

abnyt.‘ Andlin that struggle, any
patriotic Sri Lankan, including
capitalists, UMNP'ers, Sinhalese,

Tamil or Muslim, has the right to
join. Thus the mass appeal of the
‘anti-India’ campaign.



President Premadasa could not
let that campaign grow, The other
political imperative concerns the
LTTE. The first round ended.
Contact was made, mutual confi-
dence slowly built. Oneimportant
fact emerged. The LTTE would

advance to substantive issues if |

the growing trust was reinforced
by symbolic gesture — say, a call
forthe IPKF's withdrawal,

So Fresident Premadasa’s 'quit
notice'’ was both an anti-JVE/DJV
tactical move as well as ademons-
tration, a symbolic gesture. He
chose the temple.proper forum for
the demonstrative reassertion
of his Presidential authority, the
authority of the leader of 8 nation
that was still sovereign. In short,
he was once again replying to the
JVF's popular slogan of “puppet
President.”

By this gesture Mr. Premadasa
was also underlining the legitima-
cy of the Presidency.{The legality
of his election is being challenged
in the Supreme Court by Mrs.Ban-
daranaike, but legitimacy is some-
thing else, and often more impar-
tant). Mrs. Bandaranaike was the
first to support the President's
unilateral move — a large step
towards bipartisan consensus.
Soon, other Opposition parties
joined the ranks of the widening
consensual bloc.

The JVP-DJY however is not
impressed. The speeches at the
Mugegoda rally confirmed that
much, They will back up their
anti-India slogans with action.

What sort of action, they have
made plain in Rohana Wijeweera's
statement, translation of which
was published in the LG's last
issug, and published, | note, in
the (Madras)HINDU.  How effec-
tive will this campaign prove?

Will the targets be exclusively
Indian ? If so, what will be
Delhi's response. The campaign
will reach its climax on June 14,
the JVP anniversary, as we go to
press. (See Boycott campaign)
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BOYCOTT ‘INDIAN’

(A SUN Commentary)

Acall to boycott Indian goods
accompanied by banning
among other things the im-
porting and screening of In-
dian films is the themes of the
campaign expected to reach a
climax an Junes 14,

The posters that have sprung
up throughout Colombo and
aother areas of the country also
refer to the ‘Distinguished
citizenship offered to the [n-
dians (Sammana Puravasikam).
Although ‘it is not clear who
these 'Citizens’ are it may wvery
well be aimed at the Tamil
people of Indian origin who
wera stripped of their citizen-
ship in the late 1940s and
restored their citizenship and
voting rights by recent |aws.

The
pers

Indian government
to be
about the

. ap-
deeply concerned
possible  harm  to
the Indians by living in Sri
Lanka. The Foreign Minister
and the Minister of State faor
Defence Ranjan Wijeratne has
assured full protection to the
Indian  people living in the
country and to Indian establish-
ments.

But what
is that the

must be realised
resources of the
government are already exten-
ded to the maximum. The Sri
Lankan forces are expected
to protect the Sinhala villagers
living in the East; they have
to protect the key installations
and maintain law and order
in the South; and provide secu-
rity for the thousands of poli-

ticians and  officials under
threat.

SECURITY

Could the government pro-
vide security to all these and

add to it the Indian establish-
ments and the Indian people
living in Sri Lanka,

Foreign  Minister

Wijeratne
told Parliament that

the gov-

ernment would recruit five bat-
talions to fill a vacuum onca
the IPKF leaves. But that alone
waould take a few months.

One does not know what the
definition of Indian establish-
ments are. s it the big firms
and hotels that are owned by
Indian companies? or does it
also mean the small time Pet-
tah businessman selling cloths
and textiles? and the food
stores  selling thosai, wvadai,
chapathi and swest meats? if
it is all those then it is a
very wide definition.

And the government
bly knows that it can't meet
a threat of that propoertion,
and provide guard to each and

proba-

everyone of these esiablish-
ments.

Despite its promises to pro-
vide security to Indian esta-
blishments, last Thursday a
lone youth entered the State
Bank of India building and
started shouting anti  Indian
slogans. That in the very heart

of Fort, just a few vyards away
from the Presidents House,

Tragedy may face the coun-
try should any group attack
and harass these |Indians and
the shops and establishments.

Ronnie charged

The Attorney-General has filed
action in the High Court of
Colombo, against former Finance

Minister Ronnie de Meal for
crimipal breach of trust. The
sum involved is 2.3 million
rupees. Mr. de Mel, it is al-

leged, has put to personal use
foreign exchange granted to him
for overseas travel. Four docu-
ments have been listed as pro-
ductions, and the AG has filed
a list of witnesses that includes
top officials of the Ministries
of Finance and Foreign Afiairs,



Indian fears over boycott

COLOMBDO

ith a week to go before the

Janatha Vimukti Peramuna’s
{JVP) call ta boycott Indian goods
takes effect, there's a great deal
of nervousness among business-
men and traders who deal in
Indian goods, as well as among
people of Indian origin set-
tled here. who ara worried
about the prospect of violence
breaking out.

The: JVYP has ¢alled en all
“patriats” to stop buving Indian
goods,  withdraw  their money
from Indian banks and cease
all economic dealings with India
irom June 14. Large, hand-
written posters, the JVP's favou-
rite . methad of comunication,
have sprung up throughout the

city declaring a war against
Indian imperialism. Wealthy
Indian businessmen, who had

been granted distinguished citi-
zenship' have been asked to
leave the country by June 14,
or be regarded as “'conspirators
against the fatherland” and be
treated. as such by the DIV,
the JYP= armed wing.

“What precautions can we take?
asked one prominent businessman

of Indian origin. “if the threat
was only for a short time we
could go away and then come
back. But now we have to
stand and face this'. The busi-
nessman feared that factories

belonging to people of Indian
origin: might be attacked or face
labour problems”,

Govt. quiet: A noticeahle
feature of the current agitation
is the Government’'s low key
response.  In earlier instances
when the JYP has made threats'
the Government has issued appeals
to the public to Iignore them.
This time, there has been nothing
from the Government sida, Simi-
larly, the police normally strip
off JVP posters, or tar them,
but in this case, the posters
are undisturbed,

Other than local businessmen,
high profile Indian establishments
are the most vulnerable targsts

for the JVP's agitation. The
three Indian banks that have
branches in Colombo, and Indian
Airlines are obvious symbols of
India’s economic presence in
Sri Lankas, and they have all
been asked to take extra pre-
cautions.

The JVP's campaign has al-
ready begun to have efiect, as
importers of Indian goods have
stopped opening letters of cradit,
for fresh credit, and there are
reparts that banks are alse un-
willing at present to open letters
of credit for importers.

Economically, India is only
tenth on the list of Sri Lanka's
trade partners, and imports by

India made up only 4.1 per
eent of Sri Lanka's total exports
in 1988. Sri Lanka imported
Sri Lankan Rs, 289.3 crores worth
of goods from. India, out of a
total import bill of Rs. 7032
crores. The major items of import
were vehicles (the majority of
buses- on ‘the roads are from
India, and Indian autorickshaws
find a growing markat), phat-
maceuticals, and essential com-
modities like onions and chillies.
Forly to B0 per cent of the
onions sold come from India,
as does a sizeable proportion
of the chillies and dried fish.

Political implications: An
economic boycott of Indian goods

NEWS BACKGROUND

is likely to hurt Sri Lanka more
than India, since Sri Lanka is
not a major market for India,
but India is a cheap source of

imparts for Sri Lapnka. Bul the
JVP's agitation has important
political implications far both
India and =ri Lanka.

As far ‘as India is concerned,
the JVP campaign will once

again bring to the surface the
lztent suspicions and distrust of
India and whip up a wave of
public opinion against the pre-
sence of the |PKF. Significantly
there are people, who are gene-
rally supportive of India and
the Indian presence,’ who now
feel threatened by the JVP, and
that a departure of the IPKF is
the only way to difusa tha
danger they face.

Az far as the Sr  Lankan
Government is concerned tha
JVYP has made it clear that its
real target is the Premadasa
Administration, and the anti-Indian
agitation could well snowball
into an anti-Government agita-
tion. The Government at present
seems content to allow anti-
Indian fesling to swell up, since
it complements the President's
demand for an IPKF withdrawal.
But if it is allowed to continue,
it might grow to such proportions
that the stability of the Govern-
ment is threatened.

{Hi )

Kaleel warns Muslims
Dr. M. C. M. [{qleel said the IPKF, is fraught with danger
recent demonstrations staged in  to peace and harmaony,

Colombo by the Muslims showed
the resentment of the Muslims
against the illtreatment of their
brethren in the Eastern province.
The attacks on innocent people
and seiting fire to their houses
and property cannot be con-
doned by anyone.

But, to continue the proteste
week after week by the Muslims
especially. after the decision of
the President to send back the

“Mischiei makers can make
use of these prolests to create
disturbances which might lead
to ethnic conflicts, All Muslims
sh::_uld therefore  desist  from
acting in a way that can lead

to communal disturbances”, he
sajd.

Dr. Kaleel was addressing the
representatives  of several na-
tional Muslim organisations at
Dematagoda,



Pullout, boycott: [Indian perspectives
‘Timeframe not realistic’

K. K. Katyal
NEW DELHI

ndia has firmly told Sri Lanka
that the withdrawal of the
Indian Peace-keeping Forca
(IPKF) from the island will not
be possible by the end of July
in view of the realities on the
ground. At the same time it has
reiterated  its resclve to  pull
out the bulk of the forces at
the earliest possible stage.

The Sri Lankan Foreign Se-
cretaty, Mr. Bernard Tilakaratne
special envoy of the President,
Mr. R. Premadasa, called on
the Prime Minister Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi, to caonvey his
Government's latest  thinking
on the IPKF's role. Mr. Tilaka-
ratne gave Mr. Gandhi a mes-
sage from Mr. Premadasa —
obviously dealing with this very
subject.

There was no official word
on what transpired during Mr.
Tilakaratne's call on the Prime
Minister but going by the trend
of the former's discussions at
other levels, since his arrival
here on Saturday night, the
Indian stand — that the July 29
deadline  mentioned by Mr.
Permadasa in his recent public
speech was not realistic — was

conveyed to him once again.
Blood-bath feared: After
Mr. Premadasa’s unilateral

pronouncement, calling for the
|IFKF's withdrawal by July 28,
the second anniversary of the
Indo-5ri Lanka Agreement, New
Delhi had been at pains to stress
threa points. One, India had
already made public itz com-
mitment to pull out the IPKF.
Two, the withdrawal had to be
effected in such a manner as
10 presarve the gains that had
been achieved. Implied in it was
the fear that a premature pull-
out of the type suggested by
Mr. Premadasa could lead to

6

a blood-bath in the Morth-East-
ern Province of Sri Lanka. in
view of the LTTE's fierce anti-
pathy to the other Tamil groups
Three, the newly-instalied EFRLF-
led government in this province
needed time to consolidate its
position, so as to be able to
meet the challenges to law and
order, with the help of a Tamil
police force.

The main argument from the
Sri Lankan side rested on Mr.
Premadasa’s domestic compul-
sions — the call for the speedy
withdrawal was intended to
counter the problems posed by
the JVP's insurgency in the
Sinhala-dominated southern parts
of the country.

Later Mr. Tilakaratne met the

Extarnal  Affairs Minister, Mr.
P. V. Narasimha Rao.
Mew envoy: It was also

the day for the presentation of
credentials by the now Sri
Lankan High Commissioner, Dr.
F. S. C. P. Kalpage — the suc-
cessor of Mr. Tilakaratne — to
the President, Mr. B. Venkata-
raman. Mormally such oceasions
are marked by formal expres-
sions of friendship and cordiality.
But what the President and the
new envoy said was  sig-
nificant even though there was
no specific reference to the
latest development.

“It is but a truism
said the President,
happenings in each country
affect the other. We have a
stake in your prosperity and
you in ours. Similarly, we have
a stake in vyour securily and
in ours. Both India and Sri
Lanka have tried to steer and
shape their policies towards
ezch other in the light of this
logic. The Indo-Sri Lanka Ag-
reement is a clear statement of
mutual trust. The implementation

ta say’”,
“that the

NEWS BACKGROUND

of the agreament is an ende-
avour to which both our coun-
tries  are committed. |t is a
momeantous task to which we
need to continue to bring great
dedication, understanding, pati-
ence and statesmanship™.

Dr. Kalpage spoke of his firm

belief that *'a lasting solution
to the problems that exist in
our society could be reached
through non-violent means —
through ceonsultation, compro-
mise and consensus. We are
confident that we have the
goodwill and support of the

government and peo.le of India
in this crucial endeavour”. This
was a reference to the Sl
Lanka Government’s talks with
the LTTE as was evident from
the High Commissioner's remark
that “our people are seeking
to arrive at a consensus.

(Hindu)

Blast near Indian
High Commission

A bomb explosion rocked the
USAID building adjoining the
Indian High Commission and
police fired in the air and tear-
gassed Muslim demonstrators
demanding withdrawal of the
IPKF from Muslim areas in the
edstern province.

Meanwhile, roenewed extremist
violence left 17 persons dead
across the island, Sri Lankan
security officials said.

Eyewitnessess said unidenti-
fied men who hurled the bomb
frem a passing vehicle had
meant it for the Indian High
Commission but missed the
target. Mo casualty was reported.



NEWS BACKGROUND

Ball now in Colombo’s court
(Reports from Thomas Abraham in Colombo)

India and Sri Lanka have agreed
that “consultations will continue
so that conditions will be created
as envisaged in the Indo-5ri Lanka
Agreement to facilitate an IPKF
withdrawal following the visit to
Mew Delhi of the Sri Lankan
Foreign Secretary Mr. Bernard
Tilakaratne.

pir. Tilakaratne, delivered a
message from the President, Mr.
B. Premadasa, requesting the
withdrawal of the I[ndian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) by the end
of July. Without saying 50 in s0
many words, the Indian Govern-
ment has indicated that the time
table indicated by Mr. Prema-
dasa was not on, and the presence
of Indian troops was linked to the
implemantation of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement. A statement
issued by the Indian High Com-
mission says that “on the question
of withdrawal India has repea-
tedly reiterated its desire to with-
draw the |PKF at an early date”,

In Delhi, the Sri Lanka Foreign
Secretary met besides the Prime

Minister, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha
Rao, and officials of the external

Affairs Ministry.

India‘’s response to Mr. Prema-
dasa’s sudden appeal was expoc-
ted, and the question now is
how the Sri Lankan Government
is going to presen! this to the
public. Just as Mr. Premadasa
did not make an outright demand
that Indian troops should be with-
drawn, but only requested the
Indian Prime Minister to make
every effort to do so, the Indian
response has not been couched
in terms of an outright rejection,
but in terms of further consulta-
lions to create conditions for an
garly withdrawal.

Domestic compulsion

The call for withdrawal, which
wias made because of the various
domestic compulsions that the
Sri Lankan President is facing,
was potentially dangerous for

presence of the IPKF has become
a domestic liability, and will g&-
nerate antagonisms that could
eventually threaten his stability.

both sides. India had no inten-
tion of leaving until the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agresment was implemen-
ted to its satisfaction. But Indian
farces are in Sri Lanka at the
request of the President, and to
remain in defiance of the Sri
Lankan Government's request to
leave would have been extremely
difficult and would have raised an
outery within Sri Lanka, India and
internationally.

The Indian position s that for
the IPKF to leave, the Provincial
Government nof the Neorth and
East has to be strengthened, and
more powers have to be develved
on it in order to make Tamil self-
Goverment a reality.

But, this still leaves the gues-
tion of how the LTTE is to be
disarmed and brought into demo-
cratic politics. The LTTE's con-
ditions for peace are broadly
withdrawal of the IPKF, and a
dissolution of the Provincial Gov-
ernment, India will not agree to
to this, at least not until the LTTE
lay down their arms.

Similarly, Mr. Premadasa risked
the embarassment of having India
refuse his request outright, which
would have proved the JVP'scon-
tention that the President had no
control over the Indian forces and
that the Sr Lankan Government
was a puppet in Indian hands.
This in turn would have provided
added impetus to the JVP's agi-
tation to push the |PKF out,

The LTTE has also demanded
the withdrawal of the IPKF as the
first step to any peace settlement,
and Mr. Premadasa’s demand
could also have been in response
to this compulsion.

Mr. Premadasa is thus ina bind,
and has the difficult task of find-
ing a solution acceptable to the
various parties involved in Sri
Lanka's ethnic conflict. But what
has once again been mads appa-
rent, is that any solution will have
to be a result of cooperation and
consultation between the Indian
and Sri Lankan Governments in
the spirit of the Indo-5ri Lankan
Agresment.

The ball is now once again in
the Sri Lankan court, and one has
to wait to see what Mr. Prema-
dasa’s next maove will be. The

Fresident feels strongly that the (Hindu 8/6)

Police station raid

An armed gang clad in Army
uniform held the police officers
on duty at the Tissamaharama
Police Station and removed a large
quantity of arms and drove off
in a police jeap stationed out-
side the police station, police
sajd.

According to police about ten
ta fifteen youths in army uni-
forms had come in a' Pajero
jeep and told the police cons-
table on duty at the main gates
of the police station that thasy

is then said to have opened the
gate and allowed the men to
entar the station.

Sources said the gang had
then held the Reserve Police
Officer and a few othars on
duty at the point of a gun and
locked them up in the cell apnd
removed SLRs, shortguns, rifles
and automatic weapons from
the police station.

Later they had entered the
police barracks and threatening
the policemen off duty removed
had arrested soma JVPers pas- their arms too, and sped off in
ting posters and wanted the a police jeep stationed outside
suspects held in custody in the the Police station. About 47
police  cell. The constable weapons had been robbed.



IPKF PULLOUT

Sirima welcomes, but blames UNP too

he leader of the Sri Lanka

Freedom Farty, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, welcomed the deci-
sicn by the President to call for
the withdrawal of the Indian
Peace-Keeping Force by the end
of July.

The statement said: We have
always taken the view that inter-
nal problems of Sri Lanka should
ke solved internally.

Even at the timz the IPKF
was brought into Sr Lanka in
July 1987, we vehemently oppo-
ged it and continued to do so.

However the then UNP govern-
ment under the leadership of
President Jayewardene chose to
ignore our demand for the with-
drawal of the [PKF. At that time
Mr. R. Premadasa who was
Frime Minister, also did not deem
it necessary to call for the with-
drawal of the IPKF, publicly.

MNone other than the present
President Mr. Premadasa took it |
upon himself, both in parliament

and out-stde, to attack India,
thereby seriously straining the |
good relations Sri Lanka had |

built with India during my tenure
of office. In factthe anti-India |
tirade by the UNP was started |
prior to the 1977 general election. |

The end result was the des- |
tabilisation of Sri Lanks and the
government being forced to be a
party to an agreement which not
only sacrificed our unity but also
our independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

It iz now six months since
fr. Premadasa assumed the office
of Executive President.

We are happy and welcome
the President’'s decision even at
this late stage to call for the
withdrawal.

C.P: Ensure Tamils
safety

Ii"'l"i‘u:: Communist Party of
Sri Lanka welcomes the
decision of the Government of
Sri Lanka to request the Indian
Government to recall the Indian
Feace Keeping Force (IPKF).
The [PKF was invited to Sri
Lanka by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment on the insistence of the
Tamil militant organisations, in-
cluding the LTTE to disarm the
Tamil militants and to keep peace
in the North and the East,
Whatever the motives be, the
presence of a foreign army on
our soil constitutes a threat to
the sovereignty of our country.
That is why the CPSL has always
stated that the |PKF should com-
plete itz assignment and leave
our shores as early as it could.
In seeking the withdrawal of
the IPKF the SriLankan govern-
ment should also satisfy the deep-
felt security concerns of the
people of the North and ths East
and ensura that it would not
pose a threat to the unity and
territarial integrity of our country.
Steps must also be taken to
prevent any escalation of terrorist
violence and for the returmn to
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normaley
East.
Effective  devolution of all
powers to which Provincial Coun-
cils are entitled to under the
constitution to the democratically
elected administration of the
Morthern and Eastern Provinces is
another urgent measure that is
required of the government.

in the Morth and the |

Professionals back move

The Organisation of Profess-
ional Associations of Sri Lanka
(OPA) has welcomed the call
by President Premadasa for the
withdrawal of the |PKF.

“The clarion call for the with-
drawa! of the IPKF by the end
of July this year, made by
President, R. Premadasa is most
timely and welcomed with relief
by the Organisation of Profes-
sional Associations of Sri Lanka.

The OPA in November 1988,

having carefully studied the |
Mational crisis, called upon the
government to pave the way |
for the withdrawal of the IPKF

This was one of the four pro- |
posals of the OPA to the govern- |
ment te case the tense situation |
and lay the  groundwork far
peace and stability in the coun- i
try.

NEWS BACKGROUND

The worst flood in
forty years

here was no day of national

mouning for 300 dead in the
waorst flood in 40 years. There
was however a day of national
maourning declared by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka for the death
of a spiritual leader in another
country, the Ayatcllah Ruhollah
Khomeini of Iran, which was
right and proper,

The threa hundred dead were
not in Colombo, but in remote
villages, where the poor liva,
Disasters, natural and otherwise,

are not uncommon where the
poar live. Poverty, it would
seem, attracts disaster. Thosa
dead in the floods and land-

slides were mostly the poorerst
of the poor. This was the worst
in forty vyears, but there have
been floods and landslides in
these places almost every year.

The accumulated eifect of tha
relentless rape of forests contri-
buted to this disastrous flood
this year. After sach major flood
there is always talk of flood
protection measures, but nothing
aets done; there is never any
money for such schemes. Be-

sides, these disasters do not
occur  in the cities where the
rulers live.

In Colombo, Foreign Minister
Ranjan Wijeratne called in the
heads of foreign missions and
told them that 300 persons had
lost their lives up to then and
250,000 people had been dis-
placed by floods and earthslips
in the Ratnapura, Kegalle, Kalu-
tara, Colombo, Galle and Gam-
paha districts. He solicited as-
sistance from their countries in
the form of food, medical sup-
plies and other forms of relief.

Several ambassadors said that
they were already in communi-
cation with their governments.



IPKF PULLOUT
TAMIL VIEWS

EPRLF, ENDLF oppose move

he Eelam People's Revolu

tionary Liberation Front and
the Eelam MNational Democratic
Liberation Front have protestad
against the “unilateral declara-
tion” of the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment that the IPKF should pull

out of the island before the
end of July, and said ‘this
would not bind us in  any
manner’.

In a joint statement here today,

tha EPRLF and EMNDLF said:
“Wa will not agres to the
pull-out of the IPKF until we
feel that we are capable of
protecting our people on our
own, with our own law and

order system and police set-up,
under the power and control
of the Provincial Government’.

“We feel it is our duty to
tell the Sri Lankan Gowvernment
that this kind of appreach on
its part would only lead to tha
division of the country”, the
statement said. The doubts ex-
pressed by 1the EPRLF and
EMDLF during the signing of
the Indo-3ri Lankan Agresment
that the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment would not be sincere in
implementing the Agreement
had come true. Even the Go-
vaernment of India, which was
one of the signatories to the
Agreement, had not been con-
sulted before Colombo took this
decision, it said.

Powers not fully devolved

Though six months had passad
since the formation of the elec-
ted PFrovincial Government in
the North-East, the powers had
not been fully devolved to it
as agreed upon. Colombo was
using delaying tactics and
attempting to sabotage the effec-
tive functioning of the Govern-
ment. “Unless and wuntil the
powers are fully devolved ta
the Provincial Government, and
proper arrangements are made
under the direct control of the
Provincial Government for en-

suring
Tamil

the protection of the
peaple, the IPKF should
not pull out”. the statement
said. This was also the desire
of the Tamils.

The joint statement was sig-
ned by the EPRLF's sscretary-
general, Mr. K. Padmanabha and
the ENDLF's general Sacretary,
Mr. Gnanasekaran.

LTTE supports

he political Committee of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE} in a
issued from its headquarters on

June &5 branded all those who
wanted the Indian oecupation
army to stay in the island as

traitors to the cause of the Tamil
speaking people. "No self-res-

statement |

pecting person, whether he is a |

Tamil, Muslim or Sinhalese will
permit a foreign army to continue
to occupy this country,’” the
statement declared.

“The Indian Prime Minister
has repeatedly stated that the
Indian army was sent to Sy
Lanka purely on a peace-keeping
mission at the request of
Government of Sri Lanka and
that the army would be with-
drawn if Sri Lanka makes such
a request. And now Sri Lanka
government has made the request
calling for the total withdrawal
of the Indian troops. Therefors,
India has no option other than
withdrawing its troops. But
strangely ‘enough the Indian
government seems tao be wvery
reluctant to pull out its troops.
We wish to know an what
grounds India wants to keep
the army on our soil when the
entire people of this island —
the Tamils, Muslims and the
Sinhalese — want the Indian
army to be totally withdrawn®
the LTTE's political committee
declared.

the |

NEWS BACKGROUND

EROS wants
timeframe

he Eelam revolutionary or-

ganisation (EROS) haos said
that a timeframe foran “imme-
diate” wirhdrawal of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force from Sri
Lanka can be fixed through dis-
cussions among the Government
of India, the Sri Lankan gqovern-
ment and the representatives of
the Tamil groups.

In -a statement recently
EROS: said, "We don't have any
contradictory opinion that the
IPKF should pull eut of our areas,
But the time fixed for the pull-
out of the IPKF should depend
on the security of the Tamil
speaking people. It is through
discussions among the Govern-
ment of India, the Sri Lankan
Government and the representa-
tives of the Tamil groups that
a time-frame should be fixed for
the immediate withdrawal of the
IPKF."

The IPKF and the statements
in the Sri Lankan media for the
withdrawal of the IPKF obscured
the real problems of the Tamils
and aimed at deriving political
advantages, the EROS said.

The arrests and the killing of
innocent civilians and the des-
truction of their property should
be immediately stopped. Hence,
it was necessary that the farcas
interested in the welfare of the
Tamil-speaking people should
reach a joint solution based an
the politico-military situation in
the MNorth and the East of the
island, it said.

The mistakes by Colombo in
handling the ethpic situation lad

to the arrival of the IPKF on
the island.



LTTE TALKS

LTTE the gainer

Thomas Abraham

he first stage of talks bet-

ween the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam has ended after
a little over three weeks, with
no firm date fixed for the next
round of negotiations.

This recently concluded round
— which began formally on May
3 when the Sri Lankan Air Force
helicopter flew Mr. Yogi and
hiz associates in from Vavuniya
— has been very much to the
LTTE's advantage. Without hav-
ing to lay down weapons or
accept any other preconditions
such &8s accepting the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement, the Tigers
were given a forum in which
to publicise their demand for
the removal of Indian Forces
from the MNorthern and Eastern
ptovinces, and present the IPKF
as the "‘root cause’” of the pro-
blems of the peopla of the
Morth and East.

Tigers detail ‘excesses’

According to Sri Lankan sour-
ces, the LTTE did most of the
talking, while the Sri Lankan
side confined itself to listening
and taking notes. The LTTE
tabled a number of documents
detailing what it described as
human rights abuses by the
IPKF and by the Eelam People's
Revolutionary Liberation Front
{EFPRLF) led Provincial Govern-
ment in support of its demand
for a withdrawal of the IPKF
and a dissolution of the
provincial government. The other
issue discussed during the thres-
wesk-long session was Sinha-
lese colonisation of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces. The LTTE
once again produced @ mass of
documentation and figures in
support of its contention that
the ethnic composition of the
Eastern Province had shefted in
favour of the Sinhalese due to
years of State sponsored coloni-
sation.

Thus far, the LTTE has been
elaborating on its perceplion of
the situation in the Morth and
East and the problems faced by
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the people of the region. It
has argued that a withdrawal of
the IPKF is an essential precon-
dition for any eventual peace
settlement. But no substantial
discussions on the contours of
an eventual peace settlement
have taken place, and this is
believed to have been reserved
for the next round of talks.

Balance shifts

The most significant develop-
ment in the current round of
negotiations is the shift in the
balance of relations between
the four parties involved in the
Morth and East — Sri Lanka, In=-
dia, the LTTE and the EPRLF
and other militant groups allied
with India. A month age, the
LTTE, with its |eaders holed up
in the jungle, appeared to be
on the defensive and under
pressure, while Indian and the
EPRLF Government appeared to
be in control. India could with
some justification state that it
had achieved what it set out
10 do in implementing the accord.
A Tamil Government was in
place in the MNorth-East, threa

NEWS BACKGROUND

sets of elections had been held
despite threats from the LTTE,
power was gradually being hand-
ed over to the North-East Govern-
ment, and the LTTE had been
confined to the jungles.

But once the talks began, both
the EPRLF Government and the
Indian Government were pushed
on the defensive. The LTTE's
charges against the IPKF wers
repraduced in the communigues
issued after each negotiating
session, and the Indian High
Commission was forced formally:
to respond to these charges.
The LTTE also went on soms
kind of "military offensive” aga-
inst the |PKF in order to prove
that it was not negotiating from
a position of weakness.

The tigers also launched a suc-
cessful attack against the People’s
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (FLOT), which once again
acted as a morale booster for
its cadre.

The future of the EPRBLF
Government also began to come
into guestion following the LTTE's
demands for fresh elections.
The EPBLF has responded by
threatening to take to arms again
if the Provincial Government is
dismissed without justification.

(Continued on page 27)

Massive patriots’ rally

A crowd estimated at 30,000
thronged ths MNugegoda matket
square last friday to listen
to speakers at a mass political
rally.

Thousands of university stu-
dents, bhikkus and trade union

activists were prominent among

the large gathering, while un-
armed policemen skirted the
perimeter of the market square.

Speaker after speaker lambasted
the Governmenl for its policies.
They maintained a virulent attack
and condemned the Government
on what they termed as ‘‘atro-
cities against the people’. Many

speakers decided to remain
anonymous.
Among the known speakers

were former SLFP parlimenta-
rian 5. D. Bandaranayake and
the General Secretary of the

Eksath Lanka Janatha Party
(ELJP) Gamini Wijeysekera. Seve-

ral student leaders and trade
unionists  also  addressed the
gathering.

Organisers and other activists
maintained tight security during
the meeting frisking persons at
random while entering the market
snuare. Press Photographers
were restricted to taking a shot
or two from preplanned loca-
tions.

Mo close-up shots of the spea-
kers were allowed: organisers,
however, later apologised on
these restrictions saying it was
unavoidable under the prevailing
circumstances.

The meeting commenced at
2.00 pm and proceeded beyond
7.00 pm.



Janasaviya — A Structural Approach (1)

Sunil Bastian

Why poverty alleviation?

It is important that in under-
standing a poverty alleviation
programme questions should be
asked beyond the fremework of
the programme per se. In other
words it is possible to ask a
basic question of ‘why poverty
alleviation now?’, or why should
a national level programme for
povearty alleviation emerge at this
paint of time? What are the
circumstances and conditions
which had made this possible?

These questions could be
answered in several ways using
different perspectives. Some of
the answers are from a moral or
@ humanitarian perspective —
suffering of a large section of
our population from poverty is
not a condition that a society can
morally aceept, and therefore the
need for a poverty alleviation
programme. The second answer
is given from an economic point
of view. Poor pecples have to
be economically uplifted in order
to bring them into the econo-
mic main stream, so that they
could be productive citizens,
This argument is found in the
Janasaviya (JSP) programme as
it has been presented. Finally,
there is a third argument from
a class perspective which keeps
the interests of the ruling sections
in focus. The focus of analysis
here is on reasons that drive
the ruling classes to begin a
poverty alleviation programme
now. Moral and economic ar-
guments for a poverty alleviation

programme  had been there all
along. But what is crucial is its
emerggnce  precisely  at  this

moment of time.

Keeping within this last pers-
pective, we would argue that
the prevailing situation of social
unrest is the most important
reason for the emergence of this
programme. The poverty allevi-
ation programme is a product of
the social unrest prevailing in
the society now. It is dictated

primarily by the need for stability

in the system. When the libe-
ralised economic policies were
introduced in 1977, social and

political stability were key words,
This was mentioned as a sine
que non for economic growth
in general and to attract foreign
investment in particular. The
performence of the economy
during the last eleven years bears
this out. 1t is very easy to divide
the performance of the economy
during this period into two parts.
Tha first period was 1977 to
1883 and the second after 1983,
The aggravation of the ethnic
conflict since 1983 began to
have an affect on the economy
in many ways. The social ins-
tability that the f{framers of the
liberalised  economic policies
feared came primarily from ethnic
tensions rather than from social
tensions as expected by some
of them. This expectation was
found in the analysis of those
in the left as well. Since the
middle of 1987 the unrest and
violence has spread to the
southern part of the country as
well. There are many reasons
to helieve that it was this ins-
tability of the country that
produced the platform of poverty
alleviation during the Presidantial
election of 1988. Mr, Premadasa,
the candidate of the UNP, was
politically alert enough ™ coms
forward with this proposal. The
proposal  was concrete  enough
for it to be & good elaction
platform. It was amazing to see
how the candidate of the party
which to a some axtent was
responsible  for the prevailing
poverty situation, making this
his main election siogan, while
the main opposition candidate
responding to it in the language
of World Bank/IMF monetarists
whom they have ecriticised all
glong. Thus Janasaviya was ong
of the political responses of Mr,
Premadasa to the prevailing situ-
ation of social unrest.

Having stated the importance of
looking at the proposed poverty

alleviation programme from 4
parspective of the need for social
stability, it is also necessary 1o
differentiate this approach from
conspiracy theories and a moral
analysis of capitalism which it
could degenerate into. The need
for social stability is a require-
ment of any social system,
whether capitalist or otherwise,
The important question 1o askis

whether the structural dynamics
of the system itself will allow
it to succeed. |n other words,

if one dismisses these policies
as some sort of an ‘election
gundu’ of the rulers which they
will never Implament, we would
miss  the main peoint in the
analysis. This latter perspective
which concentrates on ‘good’ and
‘bad’ intentions of the rulers takes
us away from understanding the
structural dynamics of capitalism
better and responding to it poli-
tically. Therefore, as far as this
thinking goes, itis not possible
to expect the representatives of
this system to Iimplement a
‘genuine’ poverty alleviation pro-
gramme. Ewven if they implemeant
it, it should be a part of a
conspiracy of the rulers to be
something ‘evil." Very often capi-
talism is analysed as some sort
of an 'evil’ or a 'demon’, thatis
responsible for social injustice
and the conditions of the poor.
It is not that capitalism is not
responsible for them. Howeaver
it produces it not because of
any intrinsic negative qualities
of it which could be understood
in moral terms, but becauss of
its structural characteristics. |t
is these structural chracteristics
of capitalism that have to be
undarstood without depending on
a ‘moral’ analysis of capitalism.

This ‘moral’ approach influen-

ced maost critical writings on
Sri Lanka since the implemen-
tation of liberalised economic

policies Therefore many ended
up with populist cliches rather
than serious analysis, The gues-
tion here is not so much the

intentions of capitalism, if it
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is possible to understand capi-
talism in such anthromorphic
terms. But so much the dynamics
of its structures and relations.
In other words what we have to
see is how much the structures
of capitalism itself will allow a
poverty alleviation programme to
succeed in the present context.
This is different from saying that
the ruling class has no intention
of perception of the ruling classss
it is guite possible that they have
to implement this programme in
their own interest. But the ques-
tion is how much the nature of
relationships in scciaty will allow
it to succeed, even if the inten-
tions are genuine. This of course
is not to deny the capacity of
capitalism to raise the living
standards  of the poor even in
developing societies, Its abilities
in this regard can be demons-
trated with ample empirical evi-
dence. But the issue is to
analyse this capacity concretely
within the conditions of Sii
Lanka.

Understanding ‘Poverty’

Before we go on to discuss the
poverty alleviation programme
per se and how it emerges ina
society like Sri Lanka it is impor-
tant first to understand what we
mean by ‘poverty’. What is un-
derstood by planners and govern-
ments under this term is various
dimensions of standards of Living.
Whether we look at nutrition,
education, health or housing,
these are different dimensions of
living standards of the population.
These can be measured using
various indicators and they cons-
titute ‘statistical  facts’ of
‘poverty’ used very often by most
planners. There are many metho-
d‘nlugiual problems in determina-
tion of these, But in order to
get an idea of the dimensions
of the problem, these figures
are useful with certain limitations,

Of these different dimensions
of poverty, nutrition has become
the one that is most widely
used to determine the so called
‘poverty line." This is maostly
because it is possible to deter-
ming a certain minimum level in
this dimension so as to arrive
at a ‘cut off point’, This is the
minimum level of nutrition neces-
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sary to carry out the basic
metabolic functions of a human
body. That section of the popu-
lation who do not get this
minimum are considered to be
below tha ‘poverty line’. The
other dimensions are such that
it is not easy to determine such
minimum levels. Because of thesa
methodological problems, nutri-
tion has become some sort of a
standard measure used to measure
‘poverty” and thereby has acqu-
ired a normative wvalue as an
indicator of development. In
other words nutrition standarcds
are equated with the term "poverty’,
antd if a county takes care of
nutritional problem it is as if it
is overcoming the problem of
‘poverty’. This is very common
in development literature. We
must be careful of the ideclogical
trap associated with this subs-
titution,

‘Poverty is much more than
just nutrition or any other dimen-
sion of living standards. it is,

(a) A set of conditions, rela-
lationships  or structures that
maintain certain groups of the
population in a particular position
within the society:

(b) for those
‘poverty line’, these conditions,
relationships or structures are
reproduced, so that their posi-
tion within the society is also
reproduced:

below the

The groups that are below the
‘poverty line' are tharefore cha-

racterised by these structures,
conditions or relationships that
produce and reproduce  their

position in society. Of course
these positions in turn are charac-
terised by wvarious dimensions-
low standards of living, fewer
chances for mobility, lesser capa-
city for making decisions about
their own lives and most of all,
lacking power in society. However
these are symptoms of a dyna-
mism found within social proces-
ses. Most of the attempts al
arriving at minimum levels of
living standards are concerned
with symptoms of poverty, rather
than the process that creates it
in the first place. Most of the
conventional approaches towards

poverty alleviatian is based on
this more ‘static’ nation of
‘poverty’. They do not attempt
to address the dynamic sgocial
processes that create and recre-
ate it.

The structural processes which
create and recreate poverty can
operate at various levels. Some
of them could be more funda-
mental than the others. Therefore
their breaking down can also
take place at various levels and
in wvarious spheres of society.
It is a much more complex
process than one that can be
taken care of by a single svent
like a ‘revolution.” A ‘revolution
will certainly create possibilities
of reordering some of the more

basic structural elements. But it
does not mean that it automa-
tically takes care of all struc-

tural relationships that confine
sections of the population in
different ways. This reduction-
ist interpretation of ‘revolution-
which hopes that all ‘retrogres-
sive structurers’ of sociely will
be altered in ‘one big bang’ is
based on a reduction of all the
problems of society into one or
two so called ‘fundamental’ rela-
tionships. The one that is iden-
tified most often is "the relations
of production. ‘It is not that
this is not an important aspect
which determines conditions in
society. However it might not
automatiocally take care of all
the structures and relationships
responsible  for ‘poverty’ in the
wider meaning of the tarm. This
desire to look for a ‘fundamen-
tal cause’ for social problems is
similar to the search for an
‘absolute truth’, It has led to a
fundamentalism of a left variety,
If one can reduce the problems
faced by the society 1o an
‘absolute tauth® (relation of pro-
duction), then one only needs
to take care of it, in order to
take care of all the other problems
as well ... However human socie-
ties ara much more complex than
that. It is extremely difficult to
reduce the problems of society
to oneé or two such ‘fundamental
causes’. Such an approach can
lead to a simplistic notion of
society. But the bigger danger
is it will lead to a type of politics
similar to that seen in othear



fundamentalist currents, including
religious fundamentalism.

On the other hand a more
pluralist approach can be adopted
towards the structural analysis of
society. In such a view it is
accepted that structural relation-
ships can have various levels.
The reordering of them can also
go  on at wvarious levels.
changing various demensions of
the society. Perhaps it is even
difficult to laok at these chanages
in @ unilinear fashion — society
going through stages of deve-
lopment, the stage following being
more ‘progressive’ than the-one
preceding it. It is well known for
example that the capitalist pro-
cess of development does change
structural element in society. The
breaking down of feudal rela-
tionships in the history of so
many societies is one classical
example. This is of course an
example. of a more basic social
relationship. It could happen at

other levels as waell., Qur task
should be to look at the changes
taking place more concretely in
order to understand them and to
find the necessary responses to it,

In this article we will be ana-
lysing the poverty afleviation
programme  of the government
within a pluralist approach to-
wards structural analysis. In other
words we will be asking whether
the programme as it is envisaged
now acddresses the social proces-
ses  that create and recreate
‘poverly’ in the Sri Lankan society
at one level or the other.

The poverty alleviation pro-
gramme of the government is
ona that is taking place within
dominant capitalist“relationships.
It doss notin any way gquestion
these, nor are there any attempts
to change them. Mo amount of
populist jargon will alter it
However the social crisis faced by
the society is forcing the system
to address the issue of 'poverty’

in a gqualitatively different way,
from the past. Therefore it is
alse not a going back to the
situation prevailing befora 1577.
The welfare package implemen-
ted during that period served
capitalism then. The same approach
is no longer valid for the prob-
lems faced by the society now.
So it is not a case of 'Premadass
going back to a pre-Jayewardena
ideology’. What is needed is a
more concrete  analysis of the
programme, keeping in mind ths
dynamics of the social system:
in general. A more pluralist
appinach towards structural
change accepts the possibility
of certain changes of structures
that are responsible for povarty
within capitalism. This could
happen at different levels. Our
task is to see whether this s
possible through the J5P as it
is envisaged now.
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Premadasa and the post-colonial State

Laksiri Jayasuriya

Earfier this

month Radio Australia’s
PROGRAM featured Ghina, Japan, and Sri Lanka.

ASIA-PACIFIC
This pro-

gram is conducted by the ABC's top interviewer Peter Mares. -

Mares interviewed Prof. Laksiri Jayasuriya, of the Univ.
of Western Australia, and Mervyn de Silva, editor of the
L.G. The following are excerpts from the interview with

Prof. Jayasuriya:

MARES: Since Mr Premadasa’s
victory in last December’'s presi-
dential elections, many analysts
have been surprised by the re-
solute manner in which he has
tackled Sri Lanka's problems.
Professor Laksiri Jayasuriya, of
the University of Western Austra-
lia, is eritical of the social and
political philosophy of Mr Pre-
madasa, and his United Mational
Party. However, he believes by
employing & mixture of coercion
and consensus, Mr Premadasa
may have some chance of restor-
ing stability to Sri Lankan poli-
tics., Professor Jayasuriya sees
Mr Premadasa as a populist lea-
der whose election was symbolic
of a8 new alignment of class
forces in the country.

DLJ: The old guard of the
United MNational Party, the com-
prador elite, the English, edu-
cated, westernised, middle classes
who were in the seats of poli-
tical power for a long time,
especially during the UNP re-
gime, have certainly now begun
to occupy a less important posi-
tion. MNow, the emergence of
President Premadasa sees this
new alignment of class forces,
represented by the new rural
middle class combined with the
commercial classes, the profes-
sions, and the bureaucracy; and
it should be borne in mind that
if you look at the electoral votes
of Premadasa in the general
election, he really has ridden
home to power on a very sub-
stantial minority vote. These are
nat just the minority votes of
the Indian Tamil wote in the
Estates, the Moslem wvote, the
Catholic  wvote, but also wvery
significantly the minority caste
vote of the Sinhalese. In other
words, the upper .caste vote

which dominated the UNP, no
longer was the basis for Pre-
madasa’s victory — he was able

to capitalise on the lower caste
vote among the Sinhalese major-
ity; and therefore he begins to
represent  this new realignment
of class forces which suggests
that the shift of the power base
away from the comprador elite
and a weakening of the domi-
nance of the metropolitan centre,
the Colombo syndrome, the urban
bias, which really has been ons
of the draw-backs of much
of the earlier political regimes.

PM: Apart from this shift in
the class and caste represen-
tation of the government, are
we also seeing a confirmation
of the change from what was
a Westminister Parliamentary
system to a very much more a
Fresidential system with real
power vested in the Executive,
rather than the Parliament?

DiJ; Indeed. | just want to
elaborate on that. It is begin-
ning to see the emergence of
a new post-colonial state in Sri
Lanka which shows the emer-
genca of centralised state power;
it is a slrong Executive power.
The powers of the President
are vast and extensive and Pre-
sident Premadasa has made it
abundently clear that he will
not be constrained by the re-
mnants of the Wesiminister poli-
tical system such as cabinet
government, and parliamentary
government. Indeed, | think that
the role model for President
Premadasa is Lee Kuan Yew;
it is well known that he has
always admired the Singaporean
style of government and he has
certainly wanted to establish the
kind of state control, authori-
tarian structure in Sri Lanka.

“its  public

Hiz political creda is very
vividly ‘expressed in ones of his
earlier speeches after assuming
office when he said that he was
really interested in unity and
discipline. Discipline was a
very key feature of much of his
political speeches and certainly
unity too is a central slogan
in much his recent speeches
and he seems to be working
towards a model of conssnsual
politics and an accommodation
of wvarious interests groups. This,
| think, is significant in under-
standing the kind of nagotiations
he is trying to establish not
only with the Tamil minority
groups but also with the rebel,
the Sinhalese groups in the
South. 1 think it is the new
elite, both of the Tamil and the
Sinhalese, who really would have
to be accommodated and Presi-
dent Premadasa may be thes
catalyst who can bring about
the accommodation of this new
political elite. In this sense, it
is significant that this is more
likely to occur in a Presidential
style of government with central-
ised state authority, than through
the bargaining process of politi-
cal accommodation in the Parlia-
mentary system.

In this context, it is extremely -
significant that cne of the most
interesting features of the Sri
Lankan political scens cover the
last few yeoars has been the
emergence of power and influence
of the military. Sr Lanka never
used to spend much an the
armed forces or the military but
now it apends roughly 15% of
expenditure on the
armed forces and the military
establishment and the "militarisa-

tion" of the country is an ex-
tremely significant force; so it
is the coalition of the State

and the military forces which may
augur well for the future of the
political stability of the country,
P lsn't there though a real
concern  that the militarisation
of Sri Lanka, the build up of
military forces, as an organ of

(Continued on page 18}
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India’s interests, LTTE and the local Left

Dayan Jayatilleke

ven India’s interests would

have been better served had
it allowed the Sri Lankan army
to march on Jalina, supplied the
LTTE w0 hold it off (and the
others to ward off the LTTE!),
allowed the belligerents 1o cut
each other down to size and
then gone for a tripartite rather
than bilateral accord, thus avoi-
ding the major flaw of tha settle-
ment eventually arrived at. Indian
policy however, was to permit
the overall weakening of the
LTTE while it stiffened it to a
degree that it could launch coun-
ter strikes on the Sri Lankan
army (e.g. Nelliaddy). [t wasa
policy of tactical stiffening but
strategic weakening. The whole
exercise was designed to make
the LTTE agree to a December
19th type negotiated solution,
but much more importantly, to
enhance the LTTE's (and the
Tamils') dependence on India.

However, as we know, the
post-Vadamarachchi Indian deter-
rent worked and Colombo back-
tracked. The flaws (perhaps fatal)
of the Accord that ensued were
the following:

1. The timing was prompted
primarily by the |domestic
political considerations of a
Prime Minister — Rajiv Gandhi.
Will |[he be ire-elected for &
second team.

2, It was mediated by some-
one — M. G. Ramachandran
— who could hardly function
physically, let alone grasp the
intricacies of the subject.

3. It was imposed on and there-
fore unsigned by the Tamil
militants, most importantly V.
Prabakharan.

4. It was imposed even more
harshly on the Sinhalese, by
an unpopular President — J.
R. Jayewardena — who was
re-elected in [1982 "chiefly
because he violated the rules
of intra-elite competition by
depriving his main political
opponent of her civic Tights.
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5. It was ratified by a Parlia-
ment perceived asillegitimate,
due to the coercive and
fraudulent Refsrendum  of
1982; with an Emergency,
curfew and Press censorship
in force and Indian frigates
anchored off Colombo and
Gallel

All this resulted in the UNP
having the worst of both worlds —
unvanquished Tamil guerrillas
and an unplacated Sinhala cons-
tituency whose expectation of a
decisive knockout hlow and the
planting of the Lion flag in Jaifna
was frustrated, and whose anger
rises with further guerrilia strikes.

Looked at in this way, the
lesson of the Accord and its
aftermath is perhaps that the

strugale of opposites should not

be suppressed and should be
allowed to go the limit. The
dialectic should be permitted to
work itself out relentlessly to.its
canclusion.

State terrorism

Flashback time: In December
of 1986, a .Jaffna university
student called Vijitharan disap-
peared. He allegedly ‘ragged’
Kittu's girlfrend, a medical student.
One still does not know what
happened ta him, The EPHLF
protested against this, Thay went
on demonstrations, the univer-
sity  student community joined
them, and that i5 what led to
the attack on the EPBLF in Jaffna.
when there are disappearances
under a bourgeois regime like the
Sri Lanka Government one can
at least write to Amnesty Inter-
national | There is some shrad
of accountability. The state
has, some rationality (albeit bour-
geois), some procedures, norms,
and restraint by law (however
unjust, like the PTA). 1t s
imperative that this be bornein
mind when comparing the JVP's
Folpotist exterminism with state
terrorism. A wild, demenled,
s a force
that is farmore difficult to com-

hat thap is the State. Also to
be borne in mind is that libe-
ration forces are supposed to set
higher standards of behaviour,
because the morality is supposed
to be qualitatively higher than of
the oppressed.

In 1987 there was an attack
on Kittu., It is common know-
ledge that the attack on Kitlu
was by the faction which was
opposed to Kittu within t]le LTTE.
Earlier. Mahattaya was in charge
of Jaffna. He was senior in the
movement to Kittu and he was
trying to get back to Vavuniya
and then some of Mahatiaya’s
men killed some of Kittu's men.
These things are well knownin
Jaffna; The EPRLF men taken
into custody by the "liberation
fighters” were executed. This
reminds one of the Waelikade
massacre of 52 prisoners. There
were B0 EPRLF activists In two
rooms and after the attack on
Kittu, Aruna, one of the LTTE
officers killed almost all of them
with an M-16. So, 60 people
were killed in cold b!uud._l
would like to gquote once again
from the article written by us
which appearad in the EPRLF's
“Eelam Spokesman’ of 18985
in which the grim prognostica-
tion was made:

“Historical experiences as di-
verse as the setting up of
Israel in 1848 and Pol Pot's
Kampuchea teach us all that
not every armed struggle for
national liberation culminates
in’ the setting up of people’s
democratic or socialist state.
If tendencies of the sort mani-
fested in Kokilai, MNaiaru and
Anuradhapura are not checked
we honestly doubt that a heal-
thy socialist Eglam would result
from the struggle. Rather,
internecine warfare (of the sort
currently raging in Lebanon and
in Zimbabwe bstween ZAPU
and ZANU) would probably
result, together with border
clashes with Sri Lanka, be it
capitalist or socialist (e. o.
USSR-China, China-Vietnam,



Vietnam-Kampuchea), We
therefore honestly fear for the
very lives of those belonging
to the genuinely Marxist-
Leninst ranks of the Eelam
national llberation movement."”

Both tha Sinhala and Tamil
left had become marginalised.
There was total deadlock. Such
situation of deadlock, is a situ-
ation where neither the Tamil
nor the Sinhala Left could give
rise to forces that could break
through chauvinism. Chauvinism
is= a2 mass phenomenon. Chau-
vinism is not only what the
bourgsoisie uwses to manipulate
and divide people — it is that too.
But particularly in areas where
the classes are in formation, and
there are myriad links between
the working class and the rural
petite bourgenisie, chauvinism is
particularly vicious. It exists
among the intelligentsia and even
factions of the Left,

The Sinhala Left, parliamentary
as well as extra-parliamentary,
supported ths Accord, We did
not do so because we were in
least happy about the intrusion
or induction of an external force
into the internal politics of Sri
Lanka. In fact as far back as
1984, in a talk delivered atthe
Centre for Society & Religion in
Colombo and later published in
its journal ‘Logos’, in the Lanka
Guardian magazine, as well as
in &8 book entitled Sy Lanka's
Ethnic Conflict: Myths, Realities
and Prospects”, produced by the
Committee for Rational Deve-
lopment (CRD) and published
in 1984 by Mavrang, Delhi. |
had eplicitly predicted that if
the Sinhala and Tamil opposi-
tions could not break through
this log-jam then it is the neigh-
bouring country that would
propel some kind of settlement
and may even back up the Sri
Lanka repressive forces with the
physical presence of their own
coercive apparatus |

" Why don't the Forces just

go in, seal off the peninsula

and zap them? The fact that
the Tamil issue hasbeen inter-
nationalised on the one hand
because of the Tamil diaspora
and the ethnic and human rights
nature of the conflicts (it is nat
an overtly ideological conflict),

and on the other hand has also
been internationalised in India's
internal politics, means that the
regime cannot adopt scorched
earth tactics. It cannot adopt
strategic hamiets’”, napalam
bombing and other sorts of
quasi-genocidal methods that
many regimes adopt. The SLFP
did adopt such methods to a2 deg-
ree in 1971. Someone can, of
course, try. But then thereper-
cussions in Tamil Nadu will be
such that Delhi will be forced to
take extreme action'. (Pg. 238)
“..In other words could we
have an authoritarian regime,
but one which is rational? One
which will effect some kind of
devolution and after that go
and Lkill off whoever is opposing

it {Fg. 239)
. then | ean imagine a
condominium of the United

States and India which would
support the individul or sect-
ors who put that into oper-
ation. But | have serious prob-
lems in thinking that would
work.” (Pg. 240)

* So it does not seem pos-
sible that a recomposition of
the power bloc will be abla to
come Up with asolution unless it
is an externally propelled recom-
position of the power bloc.

In other words if thers is no
local actor, no endogenous
force capable of refashioning
the power bloc in such =a
manner as to resalve this
ethnic  conflict, and if the
ethnic conflict escalates to
such a pitch that it is into-
lerable to our great and frien-
dly neighbour then it is
possible that our great and
friendly neighbour might take
a somewhat more active hand
in the proceedings. In such
an event one could envisage
this externally propelled or
induced recomposition of the
power block. To put it in
much plainer fashion kind of
national censensus achieved
by eracking a couple of heads
together. A roundtable con-
ference kind of constellation
of forces and Annexure “C”
implemented.  Implementation
needs a degree of coercion
and if the local state appara-
tus is incapable of providing

thht coerclon. perhaps the
element of cosrcion brought
to bear will be external, Sa
that is one scenario that |
would want us to bear in
mind very clearly.” {Pg.240/41)
*  Then one of two things
are possible — either an  e8x-
ternally propelled solution or
a8 challenge to the system
itself. Even an externally
propelled solution is not likely
to be long lasting — Lebanon
is a case In point.” (Pg. 241)
India’s interventionary and hege-
monistic role was not inevitable,
but rather, was brought about
primarily due to the faults of —

1. the UNP regime which re-
fused to dialogue honestly
with the Tamil militants, and

2. the SLFP (and the Left),
whose record and rhetoric
rendered them a non-option
as far as the Tamils werae
concermed, forcing the latter
to ask for Indian guaran-
tees and underwriting.

Thus the erosion of our na-

tional sovereignty, the invol-
ment of an alien power, was
primarily dues to the Sinhala

bourgeois and petite bourgeois
parties’ approach and attitude
to tha Tamil national question.

The attempt of some of us

dubbed ultra-Left, adventurist
and unpatriotic, was precisely
to forestall such an outcome,

because we knew that such.a

thing is both undesirable and
unviable — as was proved in
Lebancn. But our  country's

tragedy was that the endogenous
forces within the Sinhala and
Tamil national formations wera
not capable of breaking this
historical deadlock. Like the
Iran - lrag war, it had a sul-
focating effect on class and
democratic popular struggles on

both sides. It was chauvinism
and xenophobia in command.
So such a war had to stop.

We are not pacifists, but peace
was imperaative for the resump-
tion of the class and demaoc-
ratic struggles. There had to be
peace for the appeal of hard-
line chauvinism on both sides
to be muted. So, we had to
critically support that which
we would have otherwise
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opposed. This was because
the balance of forces had evol-
ved in such a away that there
warg no internal forces — Sin-
hala left. Tamil Marxist or
peace constituency — capable
of stopping either the Sinhala
military or the LTTE.

We never thought that the
Accord would make for a perma-
nent solution to the Tamil national
guestion. We were just looking
for an interim seitlement i. e,
8 respite, hopsaiully long term.

In making decisions Marxists
always remember what the “key
link* in the chain of politico-

historical development in any
given periocd. The “key link”
in Sri Lankan politics at that

time was the critical support of
the settiement and the battle
for the hearts and minds of the
Siphala  people — the battle to
give peace, deep and popular
roots; to popularise and defend
devolution. That was the cutting
edge in the fight against chau-
vinism which is the main
form of opportunism within the
left and the main danger within
the anti-systemic ranks, espe-
cially among the youth and
students, It is in accordance
with 1this, that we positioned
ourselves with Vijaya Kumara-
tunga and the rest of the left,
Meedless to add, when the con-
juncture changes, the key link

ane of structural reforms with-
in the capitalist Sri Lankan
state, is preferable to such an
outcome, just as it is preferable
to JVYP rule in the rest of the
Island. Hence the progressive
content of the slogan for peace.

too, becomes a different one.
Peace is a powerful senti-
ment, a sentiment that has to
be respected. It is a sentiment
which, if politically deployed
proparly can have & revolu-
tionary cutting edge as well —

which is Wh‘pf the =logans of In the situation of an inl:l'E_HS'
the Bolshevits in 1917 were ingly reactionary war, which
the “land; peace; bread”, The Wwas blacking the class and
war far Tamil Eelam =tarted Pﬂpu[ar democratic struggles on

both sides,
for social

then peace is a must
progress. And in a

out as a national liberation war
albeit not one of the classic

sort which takes place in a practical sense, peace is a very
colonial or semi-colonial con- Powerful phenomenon. It has a
text. This was a national libe- powerful magnetic effect. The
ration struggle taking place Tamil people  experienced a

peaceful economic life for a few

within a politically independent, '
B ) b weeks after the Accord.

post-colonial State in the so-

called Third World. With the While | am sure there is
attacks on civilians, quantity significant sympathy and sup-
transformed itself into qua- port for the LTTE in Jaffnz
lity and it wound up half way  remember that the IPKF does
between a national liberation npot represent the traditional
war, which is & progressive fgp of Tamil people. The tradi-
phenomena, and a reactionary tional foes are the Sinhalese —
war — one betwean two reac- gspacially, the Sinhalese armed

tionary forces. The progres-
sive aspect and potential of
the Eelam struggle as wa
knew it, had been exhaus-
ted; had reached an end.
The counter - revolutionary as-
pect of the LTTE was becoming
{had become ?) its primary as-
pect. One could not and cannot
be oblivious to the Polpotist
type of state the LTTE will set
up. A democratic solution, i. e.

forces. In an armed struggie,
when you mobilise the pzople
it is a problem ween the iden-
tity of the enemy keeps chang-
ing. | expect a shrinkage of the
LTTE's support bhase — because
the Indians are not the tradi-
tional foe, and in fact are re-
garded as blood brothers or
close relations.

(To be continued)

Premadasa and. ..
(Continued fraom page 15)

state power because in the past,
it has been a lack of discipline
on the part of the Sri Lankan
military — seme of the atrocities
committed that hawve really been
seen to send the circle of violence
in the country into a spiral.

OLY: Yes, that
certainly remains to be seen
whether the political authority
will be exercised over the mili-
tary and the political control
will prevail over the military.
Mow, this is, | think, the un-
certain  part of the future. At
the moment, one can't see any
‘'voung Turks’ emerging. Of
course it is a possibility that
one must not exclude that if
there is a complete bresk<down
of the political authority of the
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is true; but it

State, then thers is always the of accommodating Sri Lanka to

very real threat of the military a recognition of the fact that
taking control. The conventional Sri Lanka belongs to the Indian
systems of rule of law as we sub continent in terms of its

political influgnce. Now, it is
very clear that whatever happens,
the question of geo-politics is

understood in terms of a parlia-
mentary system of governmeant,
have now to be renegotiated

and reinterpreted and reunder- going to occupy a centre stage
stood in the context of a Pre- in Sri Lankan politics fqr the
sidential style of government. foresesable future. This is the

monro doctrine of Rajiv Gandhi,
that Sri Lanka belongs to the
Indian sphere of influgncs, and
this has been accapted by all
within the structures and cons- _ the Eastern powsars. Consequen-
traints of a Presidential system tly, Premadasa has really to
and not within a Parliamentary fight on two fronts really — one
system. But you must also re- to gain acceptance of the geo-
member in this context that the political realitiess and then to
back-drop to all this is the ac- work towards establishing some
ceptance of the geo-political kind of pm]i‘tical‘accmd between
realities; and ironically, Mr Pre- the competing interests groups
madasa has come to accept this in S5ri Lanka, both the sthnic
more than anybody else in terms  and the Sri Lankan youth,

President Premadasa seems cer-
tainly committed to preserve the
rule of law and maintain law
and order but this is certainly
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AFTER THE BUDGET

Prime Ministers Gandhi and Benazir Bhutto
presented their budgets last month. On the
political scene, post-budget two leading ana-
lysts, Indian and Pakistani comment.

RAJIV'S NEW ELECTION SLOGAN

Turning bad into worse

Nikhil Chakravartty

he budget session of Par-

liament has ended with a
bang, reaching its dramatic climax
on the very last day.

It was typical of the Rajiv
Gandhi establishment that along
with the tub-thumping demago-
guery that accompanied the in-
troduction of the constitutional
amendment meant to usher in
Panchayat Raj came the Govern-
ment's reluctance to present the
repaort of the Controller and
Auditor-General, who has re-
portedly passed strictures on
the Government for the Bofars

deal. By sheer force of its ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha — a
majority secured in abnormal

circumstances — the government
unashamedly held back the CAG
report as it knew that this would
have exposed once again its
involvement in the kickback scan-
dal. In other waords, the image
of the messiah delivering Pan-
chayat Raj had to be despe-
rately saved from being disgraced
by one more exposure te do
with the Bofors scandal.

MISCONDUCT

And to crown it all, the Prime
Minister exposed his ill-temper
when he repeatedly called an
MP a liar — & blatant parlia-
mentary -offence unworthy of
one holding the office of the
leader of Lok Sabha and conduct
unthinkable under any of his pre-
decessors in office, including his
mother and grandfather. Mo other
Speaker would have permitted
such misconduct. But Mr. Balram

Jakhar, already bent under the
weight of the fodder scandal,
failed pathetically to pull up

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. In the bargain

the standing of Parliament itself
was brought several notches
down.

However much Mr. Gandhi and
his cronies may shout, the
Panchayat Raj Bill is patently
an election gimmick and it is
acknowledged as such by friends
and critics alike of theCongress(l).
The high-pitched ecampaign over
it is expected to give a boost
to the Congress(l)’s sagging
morale so that its poll campaign
can begin with a catchy slogan
and a no-holds-barred offensive
can be mounted against the
gplpnsitic:n, particularly the Janata

al,

EXPECTATICN

A senior Minister of fairly long
standing confided to this writer:
"So long we were on the,de-
fensive, feebly trying ta ward
off ‘the Opposition charge of
corruption. MNow, we can go an
the offensive with at least a
tangible promise to the woter.”

Realists within the Congress(l)
do not expect their party to
make much headway with the
new slogan of Panchayat Raj in
States where the Opposition
parties have a strong well-knit
base — in Tamil Madu under ths
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,West
Bengal and Kerala under left
frants, Andhra Pradesh under the
Telugu Desam and Karnataka and
Haryana under the Janata Dal
— because the bluff of Panchayat
Raj will not work here as these
parties already have an organi-
salion at the grass-roots level.
It is only in the Hindi heartland
that the Congress (I) hopes to
make headway with the new
slogan of Panchayat Raj as it

thinks that the Janata Dal docs
not have a well-knit party orga-
nisation in these places and
therefore will not be able to
counter its campaign.

Apart frem the Opposition on-
slaught, Ir. Gandhi is concerned
with the problem of shifting
loyalties within his party. With
the new slogan of Panchayat
Rz], Congress(l} strategists ex-

pect thar their regional bosses
will have no eoption but to
support the new line as they
might find it wvery difficult to

stay away from the campaign for
grass-roots democracy. The cal-
culation is that brisk propaganda
for Panchayat Raj will force the
recalcitrant provincial bosses to
fall in line with the Centre.
In short, this slogan of Panchayat
Raj is meant not only to help in
the poll campaign against the
Opposition but also to reinforce
Mr. Gandhi's personal standing
vis-a-vis the provincial bosses
and to avert their going over
to the Oppcsition — a prospect
which cannot be dismissed.

BEASELESS

The claim that this new Bill
on Panchayat Raj will eliminate
power-brokers at the village level
is totally unwarranted., Given the
present balance of forces in tho
cauntryside, particularly in the
Gangetic basin, there is no
question that most of the pan-
chayats in this region will be
caplured by the powerful landed
gentry - cum - moneylender - cum-
qun - toting - anti-social elements.
What happened during the recent
municipal elections in Uttar Pra-
desh — where local goondas with
guns al some places chased away
all the prospective candidates and
got themselves elected unopposed
— is bound to be repeated on a
large scale all over the country.

It will no longer be hooth-
capturing but the turning of
many panchayats into pockst

boroughs of local toughs. In an
overwhelming number of cases,
such persons are the musclemen
of the Congress(l). So, instead
of eliminating power-brokers,
Mr. Gandhi’s new measure will

{(Continved an page 21)
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BENAZIR'S BUDGET AND AFGHANISTAN

Testing time ahead

M. B. Naqvi in Karachi

wo significant events impend
and political forces in Pakistan
are manoeuvring themselves into
positions to support Ms. Eenazir
Bhutlto's Government suitably or
attack it with maximum effect,

The budget presented before Ms.
Bhutto embarked on a tour of the
United States to meet President
George Bush. Both these coming
avents are seen as make-or-
break ones for Ms. Bhutto's
leadership and will affect the
length of her tenure in office.

The Opposition is nursing high
hopes that the budget's severity
will provide it with an opportunity
to launch a broadside against
the Government. The deficit has
now reached crisis proportions.
The latest known figure is for
1987-88. The figures for the
year closing June 30 will be
known only when the budget
for 1988-90 is presented. In
1887-88, the deficit had climbed
to 8.5 percent of the gross
domestic product (GDP), which
is regarded by the International
Monetary Fund as very high
and requiring structural adjust-
ments. According to the best
estimates available, the current
year's deficit may be lower, but
still way above 7 per cent,
perhaps even close to 8 per cent,
The balance of payments has
been chronically in the red so
that it forced the Governmeant
early last year to go to the
IMF for not only normal facilities
and stand-by credit but also
for a % 843-million loan under
the structural adjustmant facility
(SAF) over three years.

IMF CREDIT

Pakistan's financial troubles
are a long somewhat sordid story,
The IMF was unhappy with the
profligacy of the Zia regime
and was dragging its feet over
giving Pakistan additional facili-
ties. Negotiations that started
in early 1988 dragged on and on.
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But when Gen Zia-ul-Hag died in
an air crash in August last year
it sat up. It began to watch
the steps of the carataker govern-
ment and chosa to clinch the
deal on the wvery eve of the
election — just one day before
the polling on November 15 |ast
year, That, in theory committed
the next elected government to
all the conditionalities that go
with SAF credits — over which
riots have broken out in country
after country that has taken such
loans.

The Pakistan People's Party
Government, when it took over
two weeks after the polls, was
faced with a fait accompli: it
it could either accept the condi-
tionalities in toto or reject out-
right. But in the latter case it
would have had to find subs-
tantial foreign money to carry
on because it assumed power
when monetary reserves Were
sufficient for only about a week's
imports. The crisis in balance
of payments was thus very pain-
fully immediate.

NEW PACHKAGE

The PPP Government had, in
fact, indicated its acceptance of
the IMF advice package a week
before it took over and this
was one of the more or lass
clearly and widely known condi-

tions on which President lshag
Khan agreed to swear in Ms.
Bhutto as Prime Minister. Having

accepted the IMF terms in toto,
she indicated that they needed

some rensgotiating.  The [IMF
happily  complied and even
offered additional funds. It said

that Pakistan gqualified not only
for SAF credit but also for what
iz called the enhanced structural
adjustment facility (ESAF}. The
additional conditionalities were
only marginally more stringent;
indeed it was pointed out that
tsken together, they became some-
what easier because of the longer
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time-frame for carrving out the
more stringent adjustment. The
advantage to the Benazir Govern-
ment, the |IMF and its Pakistani
enthusiasts pointed out, was
that in the initial year the inci-
dence of total conditionalities
would be lighter.

The Government has swallowed
the bait, although the ESAF
deal has not yet been signed,
gsealed and delivered. But the
IMF “‘concessions’’ have been
publicised: Pakistan was to bring
down its budget deficit in the
current year to 5.6 per cent of
the GDP and enhance revenue
through higher user changes by
a given percentage. The relaxa-
tion allowed in the deficit is
6 to 6.5 per cent. The effect
for this and even the coming
(1989-90) vyear of the relaxed
percentages on most of the
targets being insisted upon by
the IME would be somewhat
less severs. But the cost is
going to be very considerable:
in subsequent years the imposts
will have to be much heavier
and more stringent targets will
have 1o be fulfilled, apart from
a steep rise in debt servicing
liabilities. Experts think that
lzslamabad will face a far worse
crisis in 1991-92 and afterwards,
though |MF experts argue that
if the adjustments suggested by
it are implemented in full, the
cauntry will be in clover.

But all Pakistanis and some
IMF experts know wvery waell
that given the rigidities of the
country’s economy, none of the
expacted benefits from adjust-
ments can realistically be expec-
ted while the cost element —
in the shape of almost continuous
devaluation of tha rupee and

galloping inflation — will make
life wery hard for the Benazir
Government. In fact. the Oppo-

sition alliance, the Islami Jam-
hoori lttehad, is already planning
a countrywide agitation against



the new taxes now being expec-
ted as a resulf of the commit-
mants made to the [MF.

Tha QOpposition is also appre-
hensive of the June 6 meeling
betwesen Ms. Bhutlo and US
President Bush. US support for
fs. Bhutto was at first not
thought to be total though it
is now known that the US
administration prefers an elected
civilian government that agrees
to support its stance, Ms, Bhutto
has so far given the US no
cause for complaint, Despite
Americans on  spot, especially
those who deal with Afghanistan
matters, preferring tha [JI, it is
common knowledge that Ms.
Bhutto's rating with the US
administration and the Westemn
public is high enough to prevent
the [IJI from entertaining too
many hopes of a US-supported
change. However, the fear now
is that things have become far
mora complicated than even in
Movember, especially because of
developments in Afghanistan.

US SHIFT

Old certainties about firm US
support for the Mujahideen causeg,
as commonly understood by the

Pakistani elite, have faded. MNo-
body knows where the Bush
administration stands on the

question of a political settle-
ment of the problem. It has
so far apparently supported the
interim government's stance of
not talking to or accepting the
participation of the people's
Democratic Party of Afghanistan
in any solution. But after the
failure of the Jalalabad offensive,
Washington has been sending
out mixed signals. Mo one now
takes it for granted that the US
will indefinitely continue to refuse
to talk to the Soviets until the
Mujahidean are able to " seize
and hold sizable part of the
country, Since it has become
wholly uncertain whether the
Mujahideen can win and retain
any major Afghan city and
operate from there, US stoad-
fastness too cannot be taken
for granted.

It is now known that conti-
nuing the Zia policy on ‘Afghan-

istan was one of main conditions
on which Ms. Bhutto was
allowed to assume office. But
it was also a major- embarrass-
ment to her represented a climb-
down that made her vulnerabla
vis-a-vis her natural supporters.
Her own inclinations and the
FPP's earlier stand on the issue
were wholly against Gen. Zia's
preference for a military solution.
Her acceptance of this policy
was reluctant and she is now
seen as  discrestely  trying
to distance herself from the
embarassments that have resulted
from the Jalabad fiasco.

MISTRUST

The likes of Gen. Fazle Hag
who, as Governor of the MNorth-
West Frontier pravince for many
vears under Gen. Zia, was inti-
mately associated with the Inter-
Services Intelligence’s Afghan
schemes, do not trust Ms, Bhutto
and the PPP, as is the case
with the 1JI. Thus it is difficult
to say what may be cooking
in the White House on June 5,

But Pakistan is under tremen-
dous pressure  from domestic
public  epinion and from the
Soviets and the Kabul regime
to agrec to a political setile-
ment that accommodates the
FDP in some fashion. This makes
total nonsense of all the objec-
tives Gen. Zia had set for himself,
His legates are still hankering
for an outright Mujshideen
victory and destruction of the
POPA regime that will give
Pakistan an Afghan regime that
is beholden to it and will listen
to it. The US, when this was
only a dream, affected to support

Pakistan and the Mujahideen.
But now it looks like the US
will do what suits its national
interests.

This has made |J] backwoods-
men paranoic The only targets they
have to wvent their spleen and
frustration on are the PPP and
Ms. Bhutto for they fear the
US may stab them in the back
with the active help of Ms.
Bhutto. Hence their consterna-
tion and the attacks the Benazir
Govarnment will face in the
coming maonths.

LTTE...

{ Continued frem page 10)
Ground regained

To sum up the situation after
the first round of talks, the
LTTE has managed to regain
some of the ground it lost by
boycotting the Provincial Coun-
cil and PFarliamentary eleclions,
while the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment — besieged by an insur-
gency in the south and separa-
tism in the Morth — has gained
some political mileage by hold-
ing out the prospects of peace
at least on one front. But the

next round is likely to be the
difficult one. Then the outlines
of an agreement which will
satisfy Sri Lanka, the LTTE, India
and the other militant groups
will need to be worked cout,
{Hindu, 30(3)

Turning bad. ..

{Continued from page 18]
virtually hand over the power
of attorney to  local power-
brokers, thereby making a mocke-
ry of grassroots democracy.
AMDMALY

The Congress () propaganda
pitch iz raised so high that any
criticism of the Bill is promptly
distorted and such critics are
denounced as opponents of the
concepts of the Panchayat Raj.
And in this game, Doordarshan
seems to be one step ahead:
it has wirtually ceased to care for
the facts of any case and has
unashamedly reduced itself to
Rajiv-darshan.

An extraordinary anomaly is
being foisted on the power struc-
ture by this panchayat measure,
Centre-State relations have not
been thrashed out even after the
submission of the Sarkaria Com-
mission report, Instead of first
settling this issue, Mr. Gandhi
has pushed this new Bill to create
misunderstanding between State
governments and panchayats. This
amounts to accentuating the ex-
isting tensionin the present set-up.

In the coming months all these
issues will come up as the nation
is bound to furiously discuss the
new measure being pushed thro-
ugh by the Prime Minister him-
self, But who can stop Mr. Gandhi
from rushing in where wise people
fear to tread ?
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Shifting loyalties, changing equations

5. Murari

MADRAS

ith elections to the ™ Lok

Sabba fast approaching, a
realignment of political forces
has begun in Tamil Madu.

The in—fighting in the Tami
Madu Congress (1) Committee,
which came to the fore follo-
wing the replacement of G. K,
Moopanar by Mr. Vazhapadi
K. Ramamurthi as President last
April, has intensified with the
Moopanar group refusing to
reconcle jtseslf to the leader-
shipi change and the high com-
mand firmly ruling out any
reversal of the decision. As a
result, this group is getting
increasingly isolated though it
ztill remains the dominant faction,

The entire TNCC({1)' Executive

under Mr. Moopanar resigned
last Fi_alar_l_r;.lﬂ,,nr owning  moral
responsibility  for the party's

defeat in the Assembly elections.
put the high command was
in no hurry to change the
leadership,
the change, it called Mr. Moo-
panar to New Delhi and in-
formed him, though it did not
consult him, about it.

The Moopanar group never
expected that the choice would
fall on  Mr. Ramamurthi, who
had advocated an alliance with
the Jayalalitha faction of the
All-india Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam in the Assem-
bly elections. Congress(1) Pre-

sident - Rajiv. Gandhi had not
only accepted the Moopanar
line that the party should go
it slone but also taken the

unusual step of projecting him
s the party’s candidate for
chief ministershiip. With the
elections having proved him right,
Mr. Ramamurthi lost no time
in holding Mr. Moopanar  and
Union Ministers: P. Chidamba-
ram and M. Arupachalam res-
ponsible  for the fiasco and
calling for a leadsrship change.
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Before announcing.,

He was backed] by a feliow
trade unionist and party MP,
Mr. P. Rangarajan Kumaraman-
galam, who lost the election,
besides State-level leaders like
youth wing chief K. Thangabalu.

When Mr. Moopanar was
elected as the leader of the
26-member legislature party des-
ite  the. brewing revolt, it
became evident that he would
be relieved of the TNCC(1)
presidentship before long on the
ground that one man can hold
only one post. Mr. Moopanar,
who is cut out enly for party
management, was never at ease
in the Assembly. On top of it
he was expected to work shoul-
der to shoulder with the Oppositi-
on leader, Ms. Jayalalitha, a pros-
pect he relished even less. After
the March 25 incidents in the
Assembly, he could not prevent
his party maoving closer to the
AlADME.

With the Lok Sabha elections
hardly a few months away, the
Congress(1) high command wan-

ted to build on the under-
standing reached  with tha
AlADME to pave the way for
a formal alliance. In these cir-

cumstances, Mr. Moopanar had
to give way to a pro-Jayaialitha
leader and the mantle fell on
Mr. Ramamurthi.

UMHAPPINESS

One | factor which weighed
with the Congress{1) in de-
ciding on an alliance with the
AIADMI was the latter's con-
vincing wvictary in the two As-
sembly constituencies to which
eiectibns were held after the
merger of the Janaki and Jaya-
lalitha factions. But the merger,
instead of making the AlADME
more cohesive. has only crzated
new power equalions in the
party. As a condition for mer-
ger, Janaki group leaders lika
Mr. S. Raghavanandam, Mr. 8.
Madhavan and Mr. 5. Muthu-
swamy have been given posts

they had held in the undivided
party at the time of Mr. M. G,
Ramachandran’s death. As a
result, old Javyalalitha loyalists
fike Mr. 5. Thirunavukkarasu
and Mr. K.I£,5. 5.R. Ramachan-
dran feel let down. Mr. Thiru-
navukkarasu has lost the post
of Treasurer to Mr. Madhavan
and Mr. Ramachandran has baen
replaced by Mr. Muthuswamy
as Propaganda Secretary.

The sudden entry of Mr. K.
Kalimuthu,% a 2 vitriolic critic _of
Ms. Jayalalitha, into the AIADMK
has added to the discomliture
of leaders who had even called
an Chief Minister M. Karuna-
nidhi with a letter of support
from B0 followers. But he was
immediately after evicted from
the Government gquarters which
he continued to occupy even
after losing the elections. In
pigue, Mr. Kalimuthu sought
refuge in the Poes Garden resi-
dence of Ms. Jayalalitha who
made him & General Secretary.

Even as these davelopmants
weare taking place, Mr. Thiru-
navukkarasu and Mr. Moopanar
had a long meeting at Tiru-
chirapalli giving rise to prema-
ture speculation that they were
planning to float a new party.
The two down-to-earth poli-
ticians are, however, unlikely
to take any such risks.

But the aold guard of the
AlADME are certainly at the
crossroads. Ditched by Mrs,

Janaki Ramachandran and former
Ministers  like Mr. Kalimuthu
and Mr. N. MNalluswamy, the
one time strongman of the
undivided AIADME, Mr. R, M.
Veerappan is now knocking at
the doars of the DMK, Mr. V. R.
Medunchezhiyan, the No. 2 in
the MGHR Cabinet, also at one
time toyed with the idea of
going back to the DMK. But
prominant DMK leaders like Mr.
K. Anbazhagan, Mr. K. Mano-
haran and Mr. Karunanidhi's



nephew and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, Mr. "Murasoli” Maran, are
against their admission.

VACILLATION

With the pelitical situation in
a state of flux, it is not clear
what the Congress(1) hopes to
gain by wooing Ms. Jayalalitha
who is yet to mature into a
politician despite mass backing.
The pro-Jayalalitha lobby in
MNew Delhi feels that she will
gladly give the Congress(1)
a lion's shara of the 39 Lok
Sabha seats in Tamil Madu now
that she has burnt her fingers

in the Assembly elections. But
Ms. Jayalalitha's recent pro-
nouncements indicate that she

is keeping her oplions open.

When ' her party MP Mr. P,
Kulandaivelu demanded the dis-
missal of the Bommai Govern-
ment in Karnataka, she promptly
disowned him. She has had a
meeting with Janatha leader
Subramaniam Swamy. She is
now in Bangalore, ostensibly
for treatment of her arthritis,
but a meeting between her and
Mr, Hedge is not unlikely. If
any further proof is nesded
that Ms. Jayalalitha is prevari-
cating, it is the comment of
her deputy, Mr. 5. 0. Somasun-
daram, that the AIADME is not
giving unqualified and total sup-
port to the Panchayat Raj Bill,

If Ms. Jayalalitha is playing
hard to get, Mr. Karunanidhi is
certainly going out of his way
to woo the Centre, and in-
directly the Congress(1), despite
his party being a member of
the MNational Front. He has
softened his stand on Sri Lanka
s0 much in the last three
months as to say that the issue
“has gone out of our hands’,

Mr. Karunanidhi was also
muted in his criticism of the
Bommai Government's dismissal,
in fact, the DMK dissociated
itself from a memorandum sub-
mitted to the Governor by the
State uwnits of the Janata Party
and the Janata Dal, protesting
anainst the dismissal. And for
the recent Chief Minister’ con-

ference on Panchayat Raj, Mr.
Karunanidhi deputed Revenuo
Minister K. Manoharan who has
the right contacts in Delhl.

But now that an alliance bet-
ween the Congress(1) and the
AlADME looks inevitable despite
M=, Jayalalitha's vacillation, Mr.
Karunanidhi has resumed attack-
ing the Centre, starting with
the Panchayat Raj issue. He has
also been making other moves
to meet the emerging challenge
from the two parties. Recently,
he allowed Mr. Manoharan 1o
invite Mr, Moopanar to join
the DMEK. Simultaneously, he
arranged for a meeting between
Tamizhaga Munnetra Munnani
leader Sivaji Ganesan and Janata

Dal General Secretary George
Fernandes, It is now being
said that Mr. Ganesan  will

merge his TMM with the Janata
Dal and take owvar as the State
unit President. Though the Dal
is an ally of the DMK, the
move has met with stiff resis-
tance from seniors in the party
like Mr. Era Sezhiyan and Mr
G. Kalivaradhan.

Mr. Karunanidhi, whose DMK
garnered only 35 per cent of
the wvota in the Assembly elec-
tions, is afraid that his Govern-
ment may be dismissed if tho
party fares badly in the Lok
Sabha elections. Hence his
anxiety to be on the right side
of the fence.

india may attack Pak, says Pentagon

WASHINGTOM

Pentagon working group
envisages the possibility that
India may attack Pakistan and
the US may not be able to do
much about it, and China may

again attack |ndia In a border
dispute.
India, it says, while focusing

on the future security environ-
ment of the globe, may seek
to destroy Pakistan's nuclear
installations or undertake other
military action in responze to
Pakistani provocation.

In the new environment, it
warns, the US “tilt” of the kind
seen in the Indo-Pakistan war
of 1971 would be ineffective.

The names of the working group
members are largely unfamiliar
to the public but it reported to
a commission that included ex-
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
and ex-Mational Sscurity Adviser
Brzezinski.

Moting that Chinese and Indian
military capital stocks are “pro-
jected to increase quite rapidly’’,
the working group said the Indian
military was always numerically
formidable, numbering as it does
over 1.25 million men.

New technologies

The Indian Ammy had also
acquired a large range of new
technologies (inciuding a nuclear
submarine from the Soviet Union),
first line aircraft, aircraft carriers,
and the wherewithal for long-
range projection, it said.

India’s intervention in Sri Lanka
bespeaks a willingness to use
large force in hattle to secure
its own interesis, the working
group said.

Moreover India has, and con-
tinues to develop, a solid military-
industrial base of its own, which
can manufacture not only tanks
but also the ingredients for a
serious space programme.

“Al the wvery least. we expect
India to play an increasingly

assertive  role  in  the Indian
Ocean, its foreign policy drawing
strength from the military means
available to it", the waorking
group said.

"Mations that greatly increase
their military power may be-
come less reluctant to apply
military pressure directly against
neighbours in longstanding bor-
der or other disputes.
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Part II

Kapferer’'s Demonology of Political conflict

R. S. Perinbanayagam

In this ceremony the demon
— the personification of avil —
is presented in the form of

various “Indian-categorigs™ —
Punjabis, Brahmins, Tamils;
vialayalees. Many Sinhalese of-

ten become possessed by these
foreign  demons and in the
exorcism ceremony, they are for-
ced to leave the noble Sinha-
lese and he or she recovers
fram his dosa.

In the political arena, Kapferer
argues, the metaphors invelved
in the myth and the ritual ars
re—enacted with greater genera-
lity and feracity. Tha Tamils
who are Hindus and the Indians
becoma the demons who have
possessad the Sinhalese Budd-
hists and are harassing them in
many  ways. These “demons
pbject to Sinhalese domination
of the state, Buddhist domina-
tion of the state, Buddhist do-
mination of the society and the
Sinhalese-Buddhist damination of
the culture. These various domi-
naticns, manifested in a number
of political actions, are deemed
to be: proper, natural and car-
rect and  within the terms of
Sinhalese/Buddhist  cosmology
and as such any resistance and
denial could only be demonic.
Hence, when these denials and
resistance-movements reach a
certain pitch, the Sinhalese go
into an exorcist frenzy which
leads into orgiastic rituals of
violence against the demons i.e
the Tamils.

Kapferer’s argument has anp
internal coherence and a sweaa-
ping narrative logic to it It
has the strong aesthetic appeal
of such narratives and dogs have
the merit of addressing some
of the puzzling issues of Sinha-
lase violence. One of these is
the extremities to which normal
Sinhalese could go in their
actions against the Tamils. The
emotionality, hysteria and the
extraordinary ruthlessness of the
violence — particularly in the
1983 episode, has elicited com-
ments from a number of cbsar-

24

vers, Secondly, the
port for
Sinhalese

tacit sup-
the wvialence given by
leaders, intellectuals
and other middle-class types
during the violence, and the
justifications provided -afterwards
was upusual. Thirdly, the vic-
tims wera always "typss” rather
than identified individuals —
“Tamils'" as an archetype 3o
that even Sinhalized Tamilz who
only happencd to have Tamil
names, wer2  victimized., Tha
violance against the Tamils was
what may bz termed “Repra-
sanlative Actions” — the murde-
red Tamils were seen as mere
representatives of a group. Ewven
an educated and respected man-
darin in the development studies
community in Colombe could,
for example tell a B. B. C. inter-
viewer, that the Sinhalese were
enraged because no Tamil lea-
der condemned the murder of
the Sinhalese soldiers. The impli-
cation is that since the leaders
did not condemn the killing, all
Tamils became fair game.

The motivation for these acts
gnd the fundamental emotiona-
lity and madness of the attitudesg
that gengerated them . Kapferer
argues lies in the congruence
between current political conflicts
and the ones represented in
myth and ritual. The murderaus
rampage was an exorcist ritual,
an orgy of expiation of the
primordial ewvil. This enahbles
Kapferer to give a privileged
status to  certain  myths and
rituals and give them, if nat
"causative power” (p. 122) at
least a decisive influence. Das-
pite Kapferer's claim that ha
does not seek to give myths
“causative power” the impres-
sion that is ereated is that not
only are these myths singularly
significant, but that insofar as
these myths, ancient and histori-
cally sedimented as they are,
will remain forever and continue
to woark at great depih and
within the wvery vitals of the
person. Further, insofar as Sinha-
lese persons act “through  the
logic of the myth and rite, the

religion of nationalism can even
reconstitute the meaning of onto-
logies in daily life; forcing a
consistency upon them, and ex-
panding the contextual relevance
of ontology” (p. 19) — the vio-
lence will continue forever. That
these old myths themselves are
resuscitated and used by one
class or another and in a defi-
nite periodicity is being igno-
red here. Yet he has the evi-
dence within the covers of his
own book. Elara the counter
symbeol to Dutu Gemunu in the
very texts in which they are
mada into national symbols, un-
dergoes 8 number of metamaorp-
hosis. In the Mahavamsa Elara
is a “righteous king" but in the
Pujavaliva he becomes an un-
rightecus ruler who destroyed
monastaries. In the Rafavalivg
he becomes even worse and is
compared to the hordes of mara.
It is necessary lo explain these
variations and such an attemnt
will also reveal whether other
factors contributed to these chan-
ges. It may also contribute to
an explanation of why the pri-
moerdial myths of Vijaya and
Duttu Gemunu acquired '@ new

urgency in the late fifties and
whether other factors entered
into it.

The Politics of Demons

Kapferer, in common with many
anthropologists, makes demons,
gods and heroes and the theo-
riezs and narratives about them,
the first premise and economics
and politics, the consequences
and results of such demonolo-
gical ldealogy. This is in my
view, a mistake, It reverses
the process by which a his-
torical society is construc-
ted and manages itsalf. Poli-
tics and economics is the first
premise. how 1o manage the
social relationa of people and
the production systems in such
a way that they maximize arder
and sufficiency. Gods, demons
and heroes, the narratives that

£

{Continued on page 25)



C. L. A. on Indo-Pak nuclear plans

he Central Intelligence Ag-

ency says FPakistan is “en-
gaged in developing a nuclear
capability” while India had begun
research that could be used to
make thermo-nuclear weapons,

India was seeking to separato
and purify an isotops
“lithium-6"" an “indication of
interest”in thermo-nuclear devices
ClA Director William. Weabster
claimed before a Congressional
panal recantly.

“Clearly Pakistan is engaged
in developing a nuclear capabi-
lity,” the CIA chief is quoted
in published press reports as
having told the Senate govern-
ment affairs committee in Wash-
ington.

Mr. Webster's remarks on tha
Pakistani uuclear programme
about three weeks before Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto visits Washington is seen
as effort by the Bush adminis-
tration to underscore its concern
about it.

WARNINGS IGNORED
According to Congressman Step-
hen Solarz, the implication of
Mr. Webster’s testimony is that
Pakistan has not responded to
Washington's warnings that if it
did not re-direct its nuclear pro-
gramme, the US President would
be unable to provide necessary
certification to Congress for ap-
proval of military and econo-
mic aid to it.

Under US law, the President
‘must certify to Congress an-
nually that Pakistan does not
possass a nuclear explosive device

to enable it to get American
aid. President Regan had told
Congress last November that

while Pakistan had not built a
bomb, he was “extremely troubl-
ed” by the prospect of a nuclear
arms race in the sub-continent.

Mr. Solarz said he had heard
from a senior American official
that Pakistan was responding
to Washington's warnings, but

called

the “implication of this testimony
is that they have not responded”
he added.

pir. Webster told the Cong-
ressional panel, “what creates
problems for the United States
is whether that (Pakistan’s nu-
clear) capability has reached a
point  that it implicates the

various amendments that apply
to other assistance and relief
faor Pakistan.'

The ClA chief's testimony
prompted committee  Chairman
Senator John Gelenn to say
that Pakistan's nuclear activity

was already sufficient to prompt
a cut-off in aid, but that the
US had overlocked the wviola-
tions because it had other in-
terests in Pakistan such as sup-
port for Afghan rebels.

“We do not seem to be
willing to do anything about
this. We are not willing to put
teeth into it. The law is wvery
clear on what should be done,
and yel we always make somea

excuse and overlook it some-
how.” he added.
MISSILE RACE The ClA

also expressed
“growing missile race’ between
India and Pakistan.

Ambassador Ronald F. Leh-
man, Director, US Arms Caontral
and Disarmament Agency, noted
that India and Pakistan had
been seeking ‘‘some nuclear
weapons capacity and  ballistic
missiles.”

US Undersecretary of State
for Security Assistance, Science
and Technology, Reginald Bar-
tholomew  testified  that the
immedite problem before the
Bush  administration was to
persutade both India and Pakis-
tan to observe restrafnt in their
nuclear activities so that tech-
nical developments did not
overtake the chances for dip-
lomatic progress.

caoncern about —

FOREIGN.

The elections in Pakistan [ast
year and the resolution of the
Afghan conflict might open new
opportunities for better relations
bBetween India and Pakistan, in-
cluding the beginning of a serious
dialogue on ways 1o reduce
tensions, he said.

The State Department oificial
described as a ‘''step forward”
the Indo-Pakistan agreement to
abstain from atlacks on each
other's nuclear facilities and
said, “We hope it will pave
the way for further measures
to remove the threat of a nuclear
war.””

The: ClA chief noted that
“both countries have, within tha
past 15 months, announced

successful test launches of the
indigenously developed, short-
ranga ballistic missiles.” |India
had also announced it was
preparing to launch an _in-
digenously-produced medium-
range missile.

Kapferer's. . .

(Continved fram page 24)

contain them and the rites by
which they are realized are the
means by which the maximiza-
tion of order and sufficiency
are achieved. Hence, demons
do not cavse political and social
conflict even as “ontologies'
rather exising political and econo-
mic contradiclions are expresszed
through the available metaphors
of gods, demons and heroes.
The demons that Kapferer identi-
fies and the “legends of the
people’’ that a Sri Lankan chauvi-
nist elite .had sought to make
the “myth of the state' are ex-
pressions of a conflict that lies
elsewhere.
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China

Fighting the founders

Strobe Talbott

Marxist states ara given to
calling themselves “people’s
republics.” The largest
sents 1.1 billion men, women
and children, nearly a fifth of
humanity. The Chinese are sup-
posed to read the People’s Daily,
emtrust their security to the
People's Liberation Armmy and
obey laws passed by thz Natio-
nal People’'s Congress, which
convenes in the Great Hall of
the People, situated, as it hap-
pens, on Tiananmen Square.

But something quite extraor-
dinary’ is happening. The peo-
ple who live under Communism
are rising up and asserting them-
selves against the party. In
China they have done so in
defiance of their rulers. In the
Soviet Union they are doing so
with the hsip of their leader.
While his Chinese counterparts
weara intriguing against one an-
other last week, Mikhail Garba-
chev officiated at the opening
of a new government body cal-
led the Congress of People’s
Deputies. For once the nama
was not entirely @ mockery of
the political reality,

For these two events to be
occurring at the same time was
remarkable but not coincidental.
The interaction betwesn what
has been happening in Beijing
and Moscow may |ead future
historians to look back on May
1989 as the most momenious
month  in the second half of
the 20th century, Forces of
epochal transformation are bub-
bling wp from below in China,
while they are being marshaled
from above in the Soviet Union.
But in both cases these chan-
ges are driven by a recognitian
that Communism has failed its
subjects, the people, and that
the only solution is far-reaching
reform of the entire system.
In China it is the demonstratars in
Tiananmen Square who personify
that realization. In the Soviet
Union it is Gorbachev himself.

repre-
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Mo less an authority than
Karl Marx asserted that the politi-
cal order of a country derives
from the economic relations
among its citizens [(although
Adam Smith had figured out tha
same thing in the previous cen-
tury). The leaders of the Rus-
sian and Chinese revolutions
imposed on the people a totali-
tarian form of the social com-
pact: You give up your freedom,
and we'll make sura you live
decently. Bread was one of the
most common words on  the
banners that the workers carried
through the streets of Petrograd
in 1917, and the promise of
food was an important theme
in the propaganda of the Com-
munists as they swept to vic-
tary in China in 1849. The
police state would also be a
welfare state. For 71 years in
the Soviet Union and for 40
years in China, the state has
failed to deliver on its end of the
bargain, It has provided plenty
of police but not much welfare.

L] L

At first, the leader ' of the
Great Counterrevolution  was
Deng Xiaoping. He dismantled
the vastly inefficient system of
communes. Farms were turned
over to families. The resulis
were almost immediate — and
impressive. Grain output increa-
sed 44% over eight years. Soviet
economists looked to China with
envy and emulation. Kulaks —
rich peasants — came back into
fashion.

Deng clinched his reputation
as a witly aphorism dismissing
the value of ideclogy: “lt doesn't
matter whether a cat is black
or white as long as it catches
mice.,” Catching mice meant
putting food on the tabla —
meeting the material needs of
the people. The color of the
cat meant the degree to which
the economy relies on private
incentive and market forces rather
than subsidies and quotas — Adam
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Smith's recommended meclhani—
sms rather than Karl Marx's

But while Deng subordinated
ideology to the goal of “moder-
nization,” he did not downgrade
the role or diffuse the power
of the Communist Party. Quite
the contrary; he has remained
an absolutist in defense of the
institution that Marx and Engels
aptly called the “dictatorship of
the proletariat.’” Farmers could
work their own plots and pro-
iit from the sale of their pro-
duece at market, but under Deng,
the People’s Daily remained very
much an organ of instruction
rather than information, to say
nothing of debate. The doors
of the Great Hall of the People
were shut, figuratively and of-
ten literally as well, to the
peaple themselves. Deng thought
that China could have a closed
Communist Party that would
preside over an open economy.

He was wrong., [n all Com-
munist societies, the principal
purpose of the party — and the
only thing it does well — has
always bheen the presarvation
and enforcement of its own
power. But that naked truth
has traditionally been disguised
with Marxist economics and ideo-
logy. To the extent that he de-
Communized the economy and
discredited ideology, Deng dimi-
nished the party’s claim to legiti-
maszy. He left the party all the
more vulnerable to the flood
of discontent that has so stun-
ned the world in recent days.
An improvement in living stan-
dards is not enough to meet
the needs of the people. As
a student banner in Tiananmen
Sqguare put it, WE LOVE RICE,
BUT WE LOVE DEMOCRACY
MORE.

Deng also made himself vulne-
rable to the supreme, and pro-
bably final, irony of his roller-
coaster career, He carefully,
patiently, skillfully set the scene
for Gorbachey to visit China
two weeks ago. The Soviet
leader was coming on Deng’s
terms to end the 30-year schism
between the Communist giants.
Yet not only was this diploma-
tic triumph overshadowed by
the more spectacular events in



Tiananmen Square, but the de-
monstrators there carried ban-
ners in Russian demanding GLAS-
MOST and saying IM THE SOVIET
UNION THEY HAVE GORBA-

CHEY. IN CHINA, WE HAVE
WHOM?
Gorbachey has not always

been a champion of the kind of
people power on display in
Tiananmen Square. Early in his
tenure as General Secretary, his
understanding of democracy was
closer to Deng’'s concept of
limited managerial and entrepre-
neurial  liberalization, However,
the Soviet |leader grew to rea-
lize that as long as the Com-
munist Party maintains its grip
on all aspects of society, signi-
ficant reform is nearly impossi-
ble, The party is too conserva-
tive, too resistant to change.
L L3

In 8 word used by a number
of his own advisers, Gorbachev

was “‘radicalized”” by the ex-
perience of trying to improve
the system. The result, two
months ago, was a genuine
choice for voters in the elec-
tion to the new Congress of
People's Deputies. MNumerous
standard-bearers of the old

order were defeated, including
some who ran unopposed (they
gathered too few wvotes to qua-

lify for election). A preminent
Soviet historian, Leonid Batkin,
asserts that “the Communist
Party lost 8s an institution. Com-
munists won not because they
were Communists but despite
being Communists.” Tha insur-
gents suffered a setback in last
week's election of a new parlia-
ment, or Supreme Soviet, but
Gorbachev still intends that body,
over time, to servo &5 a coun-
terwaight to the party. He is
pulling off an amazing, perhaps
unprecedented, feat in the history
of statesmanship: he is simultane
ously the leader of the apposition.

Garbachev also has the satis-
faction of knowing that he has
re—gstablished the pre-eminence
of the top man in the Kremlin
as the leader of waorld Com-
munism — but with a twist. He
is now the |eader of the Com-
munist reformation. It is as
though Martin Luther had retur-
ned in triumph to Rome to be
installed as Pope,

Deng Xiaoping's predecessor
Mao Zedong split with Gorba-
chev's predecessar Nikita Khrush-
chev partly on the grounds that
Khrushchev was a "revisionist.”
Gorbachev has gone a long way
toward healing the rift, but not
by returning to orthodoxy. He
has carried revisionism to a level

CHINA

Li asks for probe

hinese Premier Li Peng had

asked for a probe into whe-
ther any foreign power, in particu
larthe United States, had played &
part in China's current pro-demo-
cracy student movement, the
South China Moraning Post re-
ported today.

In a front-page report on what
it said was a transcript circu-
lated to party members at a
meeting last week of “'the Com-
munist Party hierarchy,” the
English-language daily guoted
fr. Li as saying the student
movement was “‘the result of
the inculcation of Western ideas
about democracy and freedom.”

“ls there any (foreign) back-
ground behind the student move-
ment,” the Post quoted Mr. Li
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unimagined by either Mao or
Khrushchey, and as a result his
picture and slogans are on the
posters of Chinese demonstra-
tors.

The tumult in China can be
used by both sides in the da-
bate taking place in the Soviet
Union. Reformers can draw the
lesson that perestroita must be
accompanied by glasnost and
demokratizatsiya or Ssooner  or
later the people will take to
the streets. The conservatives
can argue that glasnost and
demokratizatsiya unleash anarchy
and are a threat to the powers
that be, notably including the
General Secretary of the party,

Cespite its current troubles,
China has an immense advan-
tage over the Soviet Uhion, and

it gives Chinese reformers an
immensa advantage over their
Soviet counterparts, There really
is @ Chinese people; 947% belong
to one ethnic group, Han Chi-

" nese. By contrast, Russians make

up only 51% of the population
of the U.5.5.R.; they are one
of more than 100 ethnic groups.
Those non-Russian nationalities
— in the Caucasus, in Central
Asia, along the Baltic, in the
Ukraine — are already straining
at the ties that bind them to
Moscow,

into US role in student agitation

as asking. We have to further
investigate this,

“For example, we know that
the US is not happy over the
visit of Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev to China.

“ls there an American back-
ground behind the student move-
ment,”” he said, according to
the Post.

Mr. Li acknowledged that “"the
deep-seated reason behind the
social turmoil is a split within
the party, the Post said. “'Thers
are black hands within the party.”

The conservative Premier also
attacked his archrival, the Com-
munist Party's reformist chief
Zhao Zivang, who has dropped
out of sight since Mr. Li decided

on May 19 to call troops into
Beijing to quell the unrest.

Many Mistakes

“Comrade Ziyang has done a
lot of work (for reform in China),
but he has also made many
mistakes,” the daily quoted him
as saying. “"We must ascertein
who represents reform —is it
comrade (Deng) Xiaoping or
comrade Ziyang?.”'

He was echoed by another
participant at the meeting, for-
mer President Li Xiannian, who
said according to the Post:
“Conventional wisdem has it
that Zhao Ziyang is the leader
of the party’s reformist faction,
In reality, however, it is com-
rade Xiaoping.”
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President Yang Shangkun, who
was at Mr. Li's side when a
military intervention was called
10 days ago, also was strongly
critical of Mr. Zhao, said the
report,

Mr. Yang said Mr. Zhao had
approved a number of decisions
taken by the leadership, then
went back on them, threatening
to resign.

“1 told him (Mr. Zhao): 'How
can you resign? How can you
justify your resignation to the
people? How can you stop help-
ing and protecting comrade Xizo-

ping?"* | asked him to respect
the view of the majority,” Mr.
Yang said.

The Communist Party chief's
unexpected pre-dawn visit to
hungarstriking students on Tia-
nanmen Sguare on May 19 was,
in fact, “a subtle way (of reve-
aling to the students) that con-
tradictions exist within the party,”
Mr. Yang said.

The entire hierarchy of the
party agreed that Mr. Zhao "had
gone out of [ine,” Mr. Yang
said, and they “agreed to impose
martial law™ in Beijing.

Hasty Step

He acknowledaed that the pro-
clamation of martial law had
been “somewhat hasty,” but said
“serious things had happened”
and there were leaks of “state
secrets” from party and Govern-
mant bodies.

He cited four think-tanks that
had issued a statement on the
eve of the proclamation of mar-
tial law, mentioning divisions bet-
weaen conservatives and refor-
mists within the party and warn-
ing against the dangers of mili-
tary action.

Nelson Mandela, the fatherfigure of the courageous African resistance to aparthelid,

‘ MANDELA WINS GADDAFI PRIZE
|

the most barbaric form of institutionalised (white)
singular honour of receiving the newly established Gaddafi Award for
Agency reports said that the Award was announced by the Consultative Committee of.
The Committee consists of eminent
inviced to
Mrs, Sirimavo Bandaranaike,

“The Great

There are still

Green Charter of Human Rights'",
internationally known personalities.
Committee was Sri Lanka's Opposition Leader,
however unable to be present at the ceremonies last week in Libya.

i The choice of Melsen Mandela at this

Onz of those

the African Mational Congress in South Africa itself,

In that struggle for human freedom and African
like a titan — Nelson Mandela who has
| jail. Such is his moral and physical courage,
| 75 birthday he refused to allow his wife and
| permission’” of the Botha
fellow prisoners do not have as a right” he said,

, The Gaddafi Award is based on “The Great
: announced by Moammar Gaddafi Al Gaddadi, the Libyan Leader in Tripoli on I5 Sept.
| I988. The Charter itself is an effort to adapt the traditional concepts of ‘fundamen-
tal human rights" as enunciated in the Unlversal Declaration of the UN, to a new

out

“special

spent

regime. “l cannot

era which Gaddafi calls the ‘era of the masses".

“The problem of contemporary man results from the fact that he is

traditional,

particular tims was singularly fitting
many roadblocks to the full achievement of MNamibian Independence
thwarted for decades by the combined efforts of the apartheid state and its principal
patron, the United States. However now that Namibian independence is on the agenda is
largely the result of the valiant struggle of the MNamibian people under the leadership
of SWAFPFO, and the even braver battle waged since the beginning of this

independence,
more than quarter century in
and devotion to his people that on his
family to visit
enjoy a

Green Charter of

racism, has been selected for the,

Human Rights, 'l

jein the Consultative

who was

century by

one man stands

him In jail on the
privilege that my

Human Rights"

living a

if not archaic era, where societizs are governsd according to a classic theory

of government; a theory which acknowledges the existence of governors and governed,

of masters and slaves, of bosses and wage-earners, wh
one thing only: to regain possession of their resources, to exercise their rights on this
wealth, to use it for the purpose of fulfilling their needs, and to consolidate their
freedom without being dependent on the favours of any benefactor, middleman or

represntative whatsoever"

ile the masters are yearning for
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