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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

& massive Port Expansion Project has transformed
Colombo into & modern Container Handling Port and
Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port”" status
with the following additional facilities to the Industrial
and Commercial Port Users:

® Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Cement.
® Rebagging and Reprocessing facilities

® A Streamlined Bonding Service

Any special requirements could he arranged far on requast

Enquiries:

SRI LLANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Strest, P. 0. Box 595
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Telephone: 25558 Telex; 218056 PORTS CE




RARE INTERVENTION

fn a rare, probably unigue,
intervention in domestic poli-
ties, Army Commander Hamil-
ton  Wanasinghs issued &
statement flatly denying an
accusation made fn Parlia-
ment - by Opposition Leader,
Mrs. Bandaranaike. The SLFP
feadar, had sajd that the
Armed Forces were [raining
a special hit-squad at & Gane-
mulla camp. The target:
Opposition politicians,

In another interesting de-
velopment, the Army Com-
mander and Brigadier Algama
presented to President Prema-
dasa “RAuhuny Handa™”, The
Voice of the South. It docu-
ments, in Sinhala and English,
how the 13th Brigade defe-
ated the JVP and [liberated
the South, to resforse peace
and demacracy,

HIRE AND FIRE

*“/ appaint them. So | can
remove them™ said the Pre-
sident  explaining that he
will deal with errant and
incompetent Cabinet Ministers,
State Ministers and top offi-
cials the way a student s
punished when he mishe-
haves or fails an exam. He
was Speaking at a ceremony

connected with the distribution
‘of frea texthbooks, The one-
year old UNP administration

5 expected to get a Lee
Kuan Yew style  ‘face-lift’
SQ01.
DEATH TOLL
445 fn 30 days. That was

the December death toil, Jus-
tice Minister Vincent Pearera
told the House on the 28th.
74 of these were described
a8 ‘political  killings". Ten
security personnel lost  their
fives, the victims of suspected
subversives,

‘Y’ FOR VilAyY

A minor stir was caused in
political circles by an annourn-
cement of a former Commifites
member of Mr. Vijava Kumara-
tunge’s S.L.M.P., Dr. Ranjith
Senarathe. He said that Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunge., now
in Londan, had formed g new
party called SLMP (V), the V'
standing for the founder of
the SLMP of which she
remains President, The SLMP
WV will apply for recognition
from the four party Left alii-
ance, the USA. The SLmMP
general secretary. Mr. Y. P.
Silva dismissed the report as

{Continued an page 124

“Psychophants’’
(L.G. 15 January: Letters)

When Amaradasa spells ‘sycophants’ as in ‘psycho’

with a 'p’ in front

You must not think it a Trotskyist orthographic ‘stunt’
There's a simple reason for the supererogatory letter:

He doesn't know better.

Leonard Thirunavakarasu

Colombao 4
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A Comment on
Mr. T. S. P. Soysa

Mr. T. 5. P. Soysa writes:
‘Don’t be fooled. Mr. Siriwar-
dena is not all vacuity and
bombast: he does have some-
thing to say.’

| am tempted to add: ‘Don't
be fooled. Mr. Soysa is all
-vacuity and bombast. He has
nothing to say.’

Mr. Siriwardena is a UNPer
of the Premadasa variety. Mr.
Soysa is, obviously, a UNPer
of the JR varisety.

Mr. Soysa claims the media
know nothing about our demao-
cratic system being subverted
and elections aborted. Leaving
aside Mr. Soysa's title to speak
on behalf of the media, he
seems to have forgotten the
strange things that happened
to our democratic system and
our elections during JR's 11—
year . roller-coaster ride. To
jog his memory let us mentian
just a few: the 1981 DDC elec-
tions in Jaffna in which the
officers appointed by the Com-
missioner of Elections were
replaced by men nominated by
a political party, the promotion
of errant cops, the intimidation
of Supreme Court Justices by
thugs, and the 1982 Referen-
dum about which the Commis-
sioner of Elections had some
scathing things to say.

For Mr. Soysa's information
fire does not lick, it burns.
Flames lick, just as do pelitical
sycophants.

_Boyd Almeida

Colombo 4




SMOKE FREE
SOOT FREE
TROUBLE FREE

Timco Clay Cookers &
Timco Wood Charcoal

— the cheapest way to cook

Timco cookers scientifically designed and used
with Timco wood charcoal ensure minimum heat
loss and give an even heat that makes your
cooking and grilling easier and tastier.

Timco Clay Coolters Rs. 25/-
Timco Wood Charcoal (3 kilo & 9 kilo packets):
Rs. 9.90 upwards

Every kitchen needs a Timco.

State Timber Corporation

746, Galle Road, Bambalapitiya.
Tel: b00O515H

MINISTRY OF LANDS & LAND DEVELOPMENT




What’s in a & ?

Mervyn de Silva

here is a tide in the affairs
aof men. ...

Likewise in the affairs of na-
tions, and the communities that
comprise¢ a nation? 1936, 1955,
and 1983 were the high tide of
anti-Tamil sentiment.

Are the passions spent? Is
communalism dying, in the
hearts and minds of the people,
il mot on the rabble-rousing
tongues of the demogogues and
the politicians? May be it 1s
simply that some symbols of
yesterday have lost their evoca-
tive power.

The WEEKEND had a smart
headline , ... «IT"s END OF
THE ROAD FOR SRI".

On Japuary Ist, a bloodless,
neutral ‘dash® ( — ) was intro-
duced to licence platés on
motor vehicles. It meant no
mare “SRI" over which so much
blood had been spilt over 30
years ago in the second major
eruption of widespread com-
munal violence. (The 1956 out-
burst sparked by the FP satya-
graha in Colombo to protest
against the Sinhala Only Bill
was less gruesome).

What's in a letter? In the
heat of wild passions and mu-
tual hostility, life itself. The
explosion cannot be understood

unless it is set in the back-
ground of a slow but sure
build-up of racial tensions,

hatred and fear.

In June 1956, Prime Minister
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike kept his
polls promise as MEP leader
to infroduce the Sinhala Only
Bill. It was passed 1n July.
That same month, the Federal
party passed a resolution in

which it confirmed the party’s
basic aim of sctting up an
“aqutonomous Tamil linguistic
state within a federal union of
Cevlon™.

LTTE STRATEGY |

However, unlike in the
parly days of the battle for
Eelam, the LTTE is now not
interested in proving its fire-
power. Having survived ths
war with the |PKF and proved
its might on the battlefield,

the LTTE is now keen on |
showing its administrative
skills. And in all the areas

from where the TNA has been
driven out, a strange calm
has descended. People in
Batticaloa and Vavuniya now

say that the LTTE has em-
erged as a mora effective
peace-keeping  force than
IPKF.

Yal, the peace is brittle. |
Even as the Sri Lankan |

Government is carrying on
talks with the LTTE, the IPKF
has reportedly been arming
the THNA. The Premadasa |
Government and the LTTE are
keen on burying the Indo-
Sri Lankan accord while the
Indian Government hopes that
the TNA will gain enough
strength to defend itself and
the accord,

If the way the police in
Sri Lanka are behaving is
any indicatian, the TNA stands
little chance of survival.

P. Jayaram in Colombao
{fndia Today)

BACKGROYND

It declared that there was no
other alternative path to “ihe
cultural freedom and  identity
of the Tamil-speaking people®.
The party asked all Tamils to
transact business in Tamil or,
if necessary, English and to
refuse to “learn or speak  Sin-
hala™,

Another, much larger gather-
ing demanded for those areas
in which the Tamils were ina
majority the widest autonomy
and residuary powers consistent
with the wunity and external
security of Ceylon”,

It also demanded ap end to
“colonisation’’ in those arcas
that were *“traditionally Tamil-
speaking™’.

It is in this context that the

introduction of 8", which
would have looked harmiess
otherwise, became an emotional
is5ue, The simple *®Sri', far
more decorative than any letter
in the English alphabet, was
seen A5 yet another majority

Sinhalese imposition.

By January 1957, Tamil MP's
began to alter the license plates
on their cars, substituting a
T;mi! letter for the official
Vi [{H.

The campaign gathered mo-
mentum in  the Tamil areas.
When the CTB sent a new fleet
of buses to the north, Tamils
started to tar the letter Sri.
In retaliation, Tamil pames
were tarred in the south, A
boycott of Tamil shops and a

campaign of harrasment was
launched. Meanwhile strikes
and industrial unrest added fuel

to the communal fire. A north-
bound train ecarrying MP's to



the Federal party’s annual con-
vention was derajled. Passen-
gers were roughed up. In the
south Tamil shops were attack-
ed or set ablaze. A govern-
ment weekened by divisive con-
flicts and trade union agitation
and increasingly nervous as racial
passions swept the South caved
in. An emergeny was declared,
effective day-to-day authority
passing to Governor General, Sir
Oliver Goonetilleka, Four-five
days of mob rule led te the
first long emergency.

“To dwell on the horrors of

those four days in  which
murder, rape, arson and mutj-
liation were

commonplaces
Ludowyk tjs
disbelief",

wrote Prof, Lyn
only to court

Ludowyk was lucky. He left
Ceylon before the decade was
over. Those four days were no
pa2ges from Dante, Anyway, it
15 not the horror, the violence
and the evil so unbearable to
the humane, and sensitive
Ludowyk that is most signifi-
cant in the light of the next
lhreq decades and more. Tt is
ﬂ]EIHTI[JElCt of these events on
politics, on communal relations,
on  political institutions and
the structure of the State.

In the post-war pre—indepen-
dence period, emergency regu-
lations were used to deal with
a GCSU strike. It is the re-
course to “Emergency’ powers
by succeesive, popularly elected
regimes in independent Ceylon—
Sri Lanka that best illustrates
the crisis of the State, and the
diverse ‘threats’ that have justi-
fied its use which illuminate
the crisis of Sri Lankan
society. Extraordinary Law is
the armour of the State —a State
not armed against an external
enemy but its own ‘subjects’.

When the Emergency lasted
an unprecedented 100 days, the

island’s premier daily thought
it fit (and rightly so) to
write a ‘first leader” on this,

then unusual event. The excep-
tion soon became the nordh,
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“8ri"’ has another connected
story to tell. Racial violence
and perceived threats connected
with communal problems rather
than industrial unrest or exter-

nal challenges huave been the
principal reason for emergency
rule. The notable exception
was the JVP revolt of 1971.
The insurgency in the north
was indeed a minji-war but it

too had ethnic roots, though it
did eventually provoke a mili-
tary threat from outside, but
that too of the mildest kind,
the Indian ‘air-drop’ before the
July 1987 Peace Accord.

After the Accord however the
State was confronted by a dual
threat, the two-front war: the
threat to the island’s territorial
integrity posed by the LTTE,
and the challenpe to State
power posed by the IVP revolt.

The latter threat has receded
following the State's fierce,
unrelenting crackdown in the
last quarter of 1989, What
particular form of political
expression  the social forces

which produced the JVP revolt
will now assume remains the
overwhelming question of 1990,

The other, perhaps more
immediate issue, is the mnext
stage of the northern imsur-
gency. The LTTE has become
a political party. Yet it has
not only kept its powder dry

but augmented its
thanks largely to a
on the run.

Right now, the LTTE has
kept.  demonstrating its near—
total military dominanee in the
north-cast, forcing the EPRLF-
led combine to retreat. ..
Retreat where? To the jungles?
Is the jungle a safe sanctuary?
Can its armoury be hidden from
the ‘Tigers' there? Or does the
arms cache discovered on Tamil-

armoury,
TNA-CVF

nadu  soil, the first sign  that
the ENDLF has decided that
oply extermal sanctuary can
pravide a safe rear—base? In
other words, learn a lesson
from the ‘Tigers’ in the first

phase of the Eelam struggle.

What degrec of
that is political
what extent of territory, will
satisfly LTTE aspirations. [Its
operations in the East suggest
that it will hold fast to ‘the
traditional homeland® concept,
north and east, and bargain
for a constitutionally guaranteed
authority as close as possible
to an Indian state. If it is
conceded then, there will be no

autonomy;
pOWEr, oOver

“Eelam'™.
Conceded less, it may well
decide that a modus  vivendi

with an understanding Colombo
regime, is tactically sound., If
not, 8 new war will begin,_ its
consequences unpredictable.

leader

after the IPKF pulls out.

Mr. Karunanidhi, he saijd,
for the Tamils. The IPKF should
out getting the Sri Lankan government's

| devolution fulfilled, he added. Otherwise there
be a holocaust, he warned,

RAJIV'S MOVE

With ani nternal revolt likely to erupt if he
the Congress to another defeat in ths State polls, a
desperate Mr. Gandhi has grabbed an idea of AIDMK
Ms. Jayalalitha with both hands,
an all-Party meeting at the natlonal level or in Madras
to discuss how the Sri Lankan Tamils can be protected

leads

They propose

show that he fesls
not withdraw with-
promise on
would

must




HUMAN RIGHTS

Is Amnesty “Terrorist” ?

Hlimﬂn Rights, groups,
the Bar Associdtion
and wellknown ' international
organisations such as
Amnesty International (it has
special status with the UN) and
the ICRC were caught up in onc
of the most acrimonious public
debates of recent times. Adres-
sing a Colombo Correspondents
Club, Opposition Leader Mrs,
Bandaranaike was reported to
have urged the donors to cut
off aid unless the government’s
Human Rights record improved.
She was promptly branded
‘unpatriotic’ and ‘disloyal’.

Mrs. Bandaranaike denied that
she had called for am aid sque-
eze. “IF it is alright for the
World Bank to wuse pressure
for the withdrawal of subsidies,
why is it wrong for it to wuse
the same pressure for halting
human rights violations... the
conduct of the government indi-
cates that it only listens to
those who give or Tlend it
money” she said ata press con-
ference. “If the match is over
(as Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne had
claimed) why was it necessary
to continue the Emergency and

t“these draconian  laws?”  she
asked.
The furious counter-attack

was led by Mr. Wijeratne, and
Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe.

Amnesty Internationaland
the Bar Association were the
main targets of the government’s

onslaught. Amnesty was deno-
upnced as “a terrorist’” organi-
sation. It was accused of

‘funding® subversives.

Amnesty, in fact, had cir-
culated a letter (the LG received
one) which said that it funded
Bar Associations for legal work
to help *victimsof Human rights
viclations™",

Mr. Wijeratne then made two
points (a) the ICRC had agreed
to a government proposal that
its representatives should first
speak to the “wvictims of the

criminals’® (subversives) before
speaking to ‘the criminals be-
hind bars”, and (b) that A. I.

was ready to accept the same
arrangement, it would be allo-
wed to enter Sri Lanka. The

government, he added was pre-
pared to go  before the UM
Human Rights Commission to
answer all questions.

The Bar Association, in reply,

stated  that the allegations
were  ‘utterly  baseless and
unfounded’., It added:-

“The Association opposes and
condemns terrorism, To provide

NEWS BACKGROUND

legal remedies for alleged vio-
lations of constitutionally gua-
ranteed human rights is not to
support terrorism but on  the
contrary to seek to uphold the
rule of law..':

The Association, it added,
received assistance from  the
governments of Canada and

Australia and from Amnesty for
this purpose. Tt was under no
ohbligation to say how funds are
spent.

§—I—G&—N—A—L—S

(This column, addressed specially to
G
events and fssues worth keeping an eye on when reading
the world news page in your daily paper.)

affairs-minded of the

@ Eight Indian states, with a population of 230 mil-
lion, abeout guarter of the country’s total, go to the
in the last week of this month. NMone of the

polls

states are in the South. Many are in
traditional
gress, which prime Minister V. P. Singh
allies swept at the recent parliamentary polls.
now Congress-controlled. |[f
the Mational Front captures powerin most of them,
Mr. Singh will feel much stronger at
making Mr. Gandhi's political future guite uncertain.

heartland, the

State assemblies are

® Perestroika has failed, and so has MNr.

said former Moscow party chief
most
interview with a Duteh press team.
the leader of a newly
“We are not a party but a
The credibility of a leadership has its
5,6 years of perestroika, this limit has
reached, he added. The people no longer
Meanwhile, Mr.
has appointed a pro-market reformer Prof. Petrakov
as his top economic adviser.

the Soviet leader’s

low living standards.

@ The five permanent members of the
Council have agreed on a “set of guideline
ciples’” for a Cambodian peace

UN-supervised elections and a

UM-assisted interim administratton.

include a ceasefire,

the more foreign

readership.  wifl  highlight

the Hindi
power-base of the Con-
and his
The

the Centre,

Gorbachew
Mr. Baris Yeltsin,
critic, in an
Mr. Yeltsin is
formed Democratic Front.
movement” he said,
limits. After
now been
tolerate
Gorbachev

powerful

LN Security
prin-

settlement.  These

h



‘No Politics’ —

Bar protest

Trade unionists of diverse
political bent reached near
unanimity in condemning A
government decree prohibiting
political activity in work places.
The prohibition was wvariously
described as **draconian’, ‘“un-
necessurily harsh?, “retrograde”,
wi]l] timed'’ and “stopid -and
illogical™,

The decree applies to  cam-
puses as well. Tt seeks to pre-
vent political activity in any

work place or educational in-
stitution and specifically pro-
hibits posters, processions and

rallies. Also, outsiders entering
workplaces or educational in-
stitutions will not be allowed.
A provision that permission for
such activity may he sought
from the head of the workplace
or educational institution has
been interpreted by some as
possibly  leading to discrimina-
tion in application,

A joint trade union  front
meeting has been convened by
the Government Clerical Service
Union to discuss the issue. A
GCSU spokeman said that many
workers were against the acti-
vities of the *Satan Peramunpa’
(an unnamed, shadowy organi-
sation that forced waork stop-
pages) late last year, but had
succumbed through fear. Tra-
ditional trade wnions did not
support the terror tactics of the
Peramuna. But with this gov-
ernment move now, amidst a
rising cost of living, a very
sensitive situation was being
created: “QOur fear is that the
workers may start to volunta-
rily protest”, he said. Another
state sector trade union leader
said that the effectiveness of
these stringent rules would de-
pend on how fairly they were

applied. *It should not be a
case of certain people being
allowed to do their kind of

political activity only™, he said,
and added that activity involy-
ing the day to day rights of
the common man would  conti-
nue, ban or not.
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Unions,

A zpokesman for a pro-gov-
ernment trade unjon said that
draconian measures were initi-
ally necessary to maintain peace,
but the regulations should only
be temporary.,

The opposition SLFP's co-or-
dipator of trade union actjvity,

Dharmasiri  Senanayake asked
why, if the situation was im-
proving as Government paoliti-

cians claimed, the government
was courting disaster with such
draconian measuras? “Naturally
we will strongly resist this",
he said,

Bar Association president and
human rights activist Desmond
Fernando  said, cAssuredly,
these are very retrograde mes-
sures’’. He described the regu-
lations as **illigocal and stupid”,

In an editorial comment The
Island said: *work places were
paralysed by so—called “strikes”

for a greater part of 1989,
These strikes were ‘the result
of a chit being passed by a

puny school boy to a security
guard or the action of so-call-
ed “Satan Peramunas” (war fro-
nts) which were responsible for
the closure of work places.
Emergency regulations were of
no consequence at  that time.
The traditional left oriented
trade unions, quite apart from
having nothing to do with such
strike action, were¢ perhaps un-
der even greater threats than

government politicians themsel- |

ves. Thus, the question has to
be viewed whether the extension
of Emergency regulations to re-
sirict the action of organised,
recognised trade unions with a
proven firack record of their
commitment to the democratic
process, 1s justified,

“With the cost of living spir- i

alling as never before, trade
unions are bound to flex their
muscles and demand conces-
sions. Such action should not
be considered subversive but
sctiled  within the ambit of
labour relations™.

NEWS BACKGROUMND

India must
disengage

ike Gorbachev pulling out of
L Afghanistan, the IPKF, now
an interloper, should go home,
a commentator in the Indian
has

newspaper 1The Independent
sajd. International affairs colum-
nist Ajit Bhattacgarjea urges

India to pull out and admit that
the decision to enter wias wrong,
The fate of 8ri Lanka must be
left to the Sri Lankans, whether
they fight or make peace with
each other, he has said.

The most urgent problem in-
herited by Prime Minijster V. P.
Singh lies abroad, in Sri Lanka.
What had Rajiv Gandhi achieved
by this costly adventure? Only
the ashes of Indian soldiers, savs
Bhattarjea. The exchange of
letters accompanying the Indo-
Lanka agreement, which pledged
that the port of Trincomalee
would not be available to a power
hostile to India, was not such
a big deal, says this columnist,
because: who wants Trincomalec’s
rusted facilities anymore?

Mohan Ram, another writer in
The Independent has expressed simi-
larviews. India’s Sri Lanka policy
has failed and has resulted in
India alienating both the Sinha-
lese as well as the Tamils, says
Mohan Ram, a frequent visitor
to this country, and author of a
book on the confiict,

Contours of the Indian govern-
ment's Sri Lanka policy indicate
that it considers the previous
government’s involvement in Sri
Lanka a folly. The ending of
the invalvement means the ethnic
problem is returned to Sri Lanka;
the future of the ethnic issue
does not lend itself to political
crystal-gazing, says the article.

But, unlike Rajiv Gandhi's
governmen!, the new goxernment
does not regard the LTTE as un-
trustworthy; and, India will do
well not to obstruct the poli-
tical processes among the Sri
Lanka Tamils, says Mohan Ram.



PARLIAMENT

Sirima on Tigers, Democracy

n parliament, during the de-
bate on the opposition’s no-
confidence motion, Mrs Band-
aranaike, the Opposition Leader,
asked the Government whether

it was aware that the LTTE
was conducting military oper-
ations against other Tamil

groups in the North and East,
had it indicated that the Sri
Lankan security forces should
keep out of those areas that
the LTTE gained  control
aof; whether the LTTE in its
negotiations with this Govern-
ment had given any assurance
that it would drop its demand
for an independent state of
Eelam in Sri Lanka? '

Mrs Bandaranaike also asked
the Government what precaut-
ions it had taken to guarantee
the safety and security of the
lives and property of the Sin-
hala, Tamil and Muslim people
in the WNorthern and Eastern
provinces and those living in
the periphery of these areas,
She also asked the Government
whether it was aware that the
LTTE was forcibly oceupying
the homes and property of re-
sidents in the Polonnaruwa
arca,

The Opposition Leader said
that the Government was trying
to keep itself in power by
violent or non-vielent means,
by hook or by crook. Corrup-
tion during 13 years of UNP
rule had been unprecedented,
she said. She also sajd that
various  private militia and
terrorist gangs were torturing
and killing people, many of
these were political killings of
the opponents of the Govern-
ment.

Unemployment had increased
since the present government
took over, and would increase
further with retrenchment; and
the removal of subsidies and
the i™ecease in prices indicated
that the Government had no
consideration for the poor,
Mrs Bandaranaike said.

The Opposition Leader said
that there were almost dajly
complaints of key SLFP Orga-
nisers at  village level Dbeing
arrested or abducted and that
they had good reason to believe
that many of these arrests or
abductions had been instigated
by powerful persons in auth-
ority with governmental con-
pections; it is commonly known

that some of them have their
own private armies for this
purpose’’,

Mrs. Bandaranaike said that
ten-fold the number of subver-
sive suspects bumped  off
“when attempting to  es-

cape’, were being tor-
tured and murdered or taken
away into detention. Aid don-
ors could no longer be bluffed
by the government’s pretence
of innocence because ambas-
sadors of these countrics were
living in our midst and were
horrified by the spectacle of
mutiliated bodies burning on
tyres of floating down rivers,
the Opposition Leader said,

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
(SLFP - Gampaha District) said
that over 35,000 persons had
perished in the violence. Muti-
liated corpses on the rpads
and floating down rivers were
a common sight, and had re-
placed television and cinema.

Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali,
Minister of Food and Aegri-
culture said that the Opposition
had been looking only at parts
of the problem, the tide of
subversion had now turned but
that did not mean that the
problems were over. Democracy
had survived, and it was the
duty of every member of par-
liament to find out il cons-
tituent is taken into custody
whether such a person is in
custody or not, the minister
said,

He said that the presence of
a foreign power in the coun-
try was also a grave problem
the government had to face.

NEWS BACKGROUND
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A hit-list of 300 names of
security services personnel
was found in the home of
the slain JVP military leader
Keerthi Wijebahu at Piliyan-
dala. Government officials
believe that the personnel
on this death list were to
be targeted whenever they
went on home leave. They
also believe that the JVP
military strategist had ac-
cess to certain confidential
information on security af-
fairs, including some opera-
tional directivesissued from
the Joint Operations Com-
mand (JOC).

Among those in deten-
tion camps, suspected of
involvement in subversive
activities, are 45 Buddhist
monks, mostly university
students.

e [ ]

Rabies killed 183 people
since May last year. The
deaths resulted from a
shortage of anti-rabies
vaccine in hospitals and
pharmacies. Only 29 state
hospitals in the country are
supplied with anti-rabies
vaccine, and this too res-
tricted to 80 doses per day.
But the requirement at
Colombo’s Lady Ridgeway
Children’s Hospital, for ins-
tance, is 200 doses daily.
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IPKF in Lanka (3)

Extremism, the menace

J. N. Dixit

he Indian armed forces are

not peolitical but our troops
have created an eovironment
where these warring groups, if
they have any wisdom and vision
about their own destiny can get
together and evolve a cohesive
institutional framework for Tamil
politics for the future. So this is
how I view what the IPKF has
been doing and is doing and this
mind you in the face of adverse
publicity from the Sinhalese Press
and constant needling by the
Western Press and our own in-
trospective, investigative journa-
lism.

I am not jingoistic about the
Indian Armed forces, but I have
had the unigque privilege of fune-
tionally interacting with the
Indian Armed forces in every war
and conflict that we bave been
involved in, cxcept the Kashmir
war. So, I have a preat sense of
chronological continuity when I
make this assessment. [ think,
there is every reason for Indians
to be very proud, and I am not
saying this because T am speaking
to this audience; I have said this
to earlier audiences too, much
more critical audiences.

J.R.. Premadasa

Lastly, the election in Sri Lanka
and what do they augur for us?
Some of it I have already ex-
plained. The revival of democracy
after eleven years, is something
which neutralizes extremist forces
and their capacity to claim that
the existing power siructure is
not in favour of elections, so our
violence is justified. That ration-
ale has been destroyed by these
three elections, When I say this
I do not mean the extremism has
disappeared. Extremism of the
Sinhalese type led by the JVP and
extremism of the Tamil type, led
by the LTTE continues. But if the
trends which we have set in mo-
tion are sustained, 1 will go into
detail, then the process of margi-
nalisation of such extremist for-
ces, Tthink, will be accomplished,
but it is subject to thig being sus-
tained, But what this sustaining

means, and what they sustain —
whut does that mean 7 As far as
the Government of Sri Lanka is
concerned, Mr Premadasa, T think

. should be responsive to the Tamil

demands, We must not, repeat,
‘pot’ indulge in the osmosis, the
ambivalence of President Jaye-
wardene which characterized his
policies towards Tamils between
1977 and right upta 1986: like
offering District Councils and not
giving them monecy; telling the
TULF to become an electoral al-
liance and expelling from Parlia-
ment; discussing the devolution
of power with Prime Minister of
India in June, 1985, and agreeing
to hold Thimpu talks and then
coming up with proposals which
have nothing to do with Tamil
aspirations. That kind of a thing
will land Mr Premadasa back to
square one and would land us
there too. But we will now nego-
tiate from a position of strength
if that happens. But I hope itdoes
not.

Mr Premadasa should, first of
all, actually grant devolution of
power which is already stipulated
in his own laws, fully, unhesitat-
ingly, without letting his bureau-
cracy and politicians to pull back
or interfere in the processes, The
Tamil groups which are in the
power structure instead of stand-
ing aside and making demands,
as pre-conditions, should join
the institutional framework and
work through it to fulfil their as-
pirations. We, Tndia, should con-
tinue to generate political and
diplomatic pressure on the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka to see that
Tamil aspirations are met and
that there is no pulling back. At
the same time we should send
signals to Mr Premadasa that we
will not be destablishing him and
that we will not cndanger his
remaing in power as long as he
iz delivering on his own promises,
and the promises made by his own
party before he came into power.

Another interesting aspect which
we should take into account is
that the Sinhalese voter has voted
for the UUNP and the SLFP both

(This is the last part af the speech piven by the former Indicn High
Commissioner in Colombo to an Tndion Defence Institute. )

moderate middle of the road par-
ties and for the existing democra-
tic institutions as defined in the
Sri Lankan Constitution of 1978,
They have rejected the extremists
whether they are leftist or  Sinha-
lese Buddhist Chauvinists, whether
it is the JVP or some elements of
United Socialists Alliance. Simi-
larly, the fact that nearly 63% of
the Tamil voters voted for Parlia-
mentary and Presidential elec-
tions in which they chose candi-
dates other than those belonging
to the LTTE, is a rejection of the
LTTE’s ““all or nothing™ approach
towards politics. This nuance we
should take note of.

While the Sinhalese have ideo-
logically voted for the middle of
the road moderate democratic
political forces there has been a
radicalization of Tamil politics.
The Tamils have voted for the Left-
of-the-Centre partics; young Tamil
groups by rejecting the tradition-
al TULF, the Old School political
leadership of Tamils, totally
rejecting TULF. So they have
rejected radical extremism as
well as moderate constitutional
forces and they have chosen the
radical youth to man the power
structure who would not lose
sight of Tamils aspirations of a
populist-leftist orientation, This
15 an emerging trend in Sri Lanka
politics, which would affect deve-
lopment.

As far as bilateral relations go,
my assessment is that regardless
of the pre-election rhetoric Presi-
dent Premadasa will not rock the
boat as long as he feels that we
will not insist on things, but at
the same time he will expect us to
ensure that Tamil militancy does
not cross threshold where his
stability is threatened. So, it will
have to be an extremely deliber-
ate exercise in reciprocity, and
if we can maintain that balance,
I think that our relations can
grow slowly, advisably slowly, on
positive lines.

Havipng said that I must under-
line T am predicating all this on

fContinwed on page 12)



TAMIL NADU

DMK Ideology

|zzeth Hussain

of Tamil

he importance ;
influen-

Madu as a factor

Indo-5ri Lankan relations
cannot be doubted. In a talk
given in March 1389 to the
United Service Institute, Delhi,

cing

the former Indian High Commi-
ssioner in Sri Lanka, I ;
Dixit, said in explaining the

reasons for the Indian inter-
vention in Sri Lanka, “We had
to respect the sentiments  of
the 50 million Tamil citizens
of India. They felt that if we
did not rise in support of the

Tamil cause in Sri Lanka, we
are not standing by our own
Tamils: and if that is so, then

in the Tamil psyche, the Tamil
sub-conscious the question
arose: is there any relsvance oOr
validity of our being part of
a larger Indian political iden-
tity, if our deeply felt senti-
ments are not respected 7 So,
it was a compulsion. It was
not a rationalised motivation,
but it was a compulsion which
could pot be avoided by any
elected Government in  this
country. So, that was 2 third
reason.”’
Dixit is
point that the
ment having to take into
qecount Tamil Nadu sentiments
in reacting to developments in
Sri Lanka amounts to no less
than a compulsion. However,
some important qualifications
have to be made if we arc to
reach a proper understanding
of the Tamil Nadu factor in
Indo_Sri Lankan relations. Tt
i5 arguable that as the Tamils
of Sri Lanka and of Tamil
nadu speak thc same language,
share a common cultural sub-
stratum, are predominently
Hindu, they might be regarded

categorical on the
Delhi Govern-

as constituting a single ethnic.
On this argument, it is cven
conceivable that should the
dreams of India's ill-wishes be
fulfilled and anti-Hindi senti-
ment in Tamil Nadu State

could make an irredentist claim

10

and Delhi’s Concerns

to the parts of Sri Lanka that
supposedly  constitute the Bri
Lankan Tamil *homeland™.

But it wouald be far more
plausible to argue that notwith-
standing the commonalities of
Janguage, culture, and religion,
the Tamils of Tamil Madu and
of S&ri Lanka constitute two
distinct ethnic groups. There is
the geographical divide of the
Palk Straits, their histories have
followed different courses for
centuries, and it has to b= ex-

pected  thercfore that = their
sthnic identities will also be
different, For several centuries

before independence, interaction
hetween them does not seem 1o
have been particularly signifi-

cant, except for a period in
the late Nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, It should

not be surprising, as this paper
will try to bring out, that
there has been a notable ambi-
valance on the part of the
Tamil Nadu Tamils towards the
Sri Lankan Tamils more parti-
cularly towards the Sri Lankan
Tamil militants and their aspi-
rations. There certainly is a
Tamil Nadu commitment to the
Sri Lankan Tamils, something
that cannot be ignored by any
Government in Delhi, but that
committment is not total and
stops well short of support for
a separate state of Eelam,
even though Tamil Nadu oppo-
sition parties may make politi-
cal capital out of the Tamil
militants’ extremist claims as
part of the Tamil Nadu power-

game. All this follows from
the fact that <for historical
reasons, there is 1o symbiotic

cultural  kinship  between the
people of Tamil Nadu and the
Sri Lankan Tamils. They are
not Siamese twins.”

We have to note the signifi-
cance of the fact that Dixit
gave the Tamil Nadu factor as
only one of the three reasons
behind Indian intervention in
Sri Lanka. It was a “compul-

sion which could not be avoi-
ded”, in his words, but of
course there were other compul-
sions as well, so that the
Tamil Nadu factor cannot be
regarded as the sole determi-
nant of Indo-Sri Lankan
relations. It has to be noted
also that the relationship bet-
ween Tamil Nadu Governments
and Delhi is more often than
not one of wunderstanding and
Co-operation, not an adver-
sarial relationship. The ecxtent
to which Tamil MNadu by itself
influences Tndo-Sri Lankan rela-
tion has to be questioned.

Some complexities and ambi-
into

guities have to be taken

account in trying to understand
the Tamil Madu factor in
Tndo-Sri Lankan relations.

Diferent aspects of the Tamil
Nadu factor have to be exa-
mined. This paper will situate
the Tamil Nadu factor in  the
cantext of India's relations
with its neighbours, examine
the interaction of Tamil Nadu
and Delhi, the interaction of
Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka,
and Delhi’s priorities in rela-
tion. to -Sri Lanka, “before
drawing what appear to be the
appropriate conclusion.

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS

It should be useful to situate
Sri Lanka’s Tamil problem in
the context of the ecthnic factor
operating in India's relations
with its meighbours. Usually,
though not always, a country’s
relations with its mneighbours
have far more importance than
relations with others. Arguably,
relations between neighbours
have a specific dynamic of
their own if only for the
reason  that  neighbours are
particularly prone to quarrel
with each other. The neigh-
bours of India have for the
most part had unsatisfactory
relations with India, which
should not be regarded as alto-
gether surprising. But a con.
trast is sometimes made with



China which for the most part
has had satisfactory relations
with its neighbours. Actually
this  contrast is somewhut
unfair for several reasons, one
of which is that India’s neigh-
bours tend to interact for more
with India than China’s neigh-
bours with China, in a process

that can lead to misunder-
standing, irritation, and overt
hostilily.

Refugees from Tibet flow into
Himachal Pradesh. Bangladeshis
seek greeper pastures in Assam.
and Chakma rebels flow into
Tripura from the Chittagong
Hills. The Nepali Indian popu-
lation in  Bhutan has been
increasing, and TIndian labour-
ers are going into that country.
When conditions in Nepal are
disturbed, refugees go to
Bhutan or Uttar Pradesh. There
are appreciable nombers of
Indians in Nepal, while ethnic
MNepalis constitute the majority
in Sikkim. The MNepalis in
Darjeeling set up the Gurkba

Wational Liberation Front to
struggle for a state within the
Indian Union. Pakistan sus-

pects the Indian hand behind
the unrest among Sindhis, and
in Baluchistan where there was
a serious separatist rebellion
under Bhutto. India suspects
the Pakistani hand behind the
Sikh problem. India and its
neighbours are iavelved in each
others’ affairs to an extent that
cannot be duplicated anywhere
else in the world. And in one
way or another, the ethnic
factor plays an important role
in the mad kaleidoscope of
India's relations with its neigh-
bours.

It has been said that Tndia's
neighbours tend to interact far
more with neighbouring Indian
states than with Delhi itself.
Sri Lanka interacts with Tamil

Nadu; Bangladesh with West
Bengal, Assam, and Tripura;
Mepal  with  Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar, and West Bengal; Pakis-
tan with Jammuo and Kashmin
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthar,
Consequently Delhi is undn.
pressure from several Indiera
states to sort out matters with
neighbouring countries. And it
has been argued that therefore

there are general constraints on
India’s freedom of mancuevre
in dealing with neighbours, a
sitnation  that did not exist
under MNehru when all the
Indian states were ruled by the
Congress.

From our point of view there
is nothing wunusual in  the

Tamil Madu facter influencing
Indo-Sri Lanka relations, a
situation apparently replicated

411 over North India. But there

is a qualitative difference in
that Tamil Nadu is far more
important in India’s relations

with a npeighbour than is any
other Tndian state. A particular
sensitivity on the part of Delhi
towards Tamil Nadu has to he
expected if only for the reason
that it is the biggest of the
Dravidian states with a popu-
lation of over 50 million. The
first scparatist movement in
India took place in Tamil
MNadu, and restiveness there
over the issue of Hindi has
continued. Sinee 1967 Tamil
Madu has been lost to Con-
gress, the ruling party there
alternating between the D. M.
K. and the A.I. A D. M. K,
and in fact Congress (I) has
lost to regional parties in  all
the Dravidian states, a faect of
some importance in a counlry
where the cultural division bet-
ween Aryan North and Dravi

diam  South  would possibly
have serious political 1mpli-
cations some time In  the
future. It should be quite
understandable that Delhi
thinks it prudent to be respon-
sive to strong Tamil Nadu
sentiments over what takes
place in Sri Lanka.

We must also note the fact
that the Sinhalese are a majo-
rity konown to have a minority
complex over the presumed
identity of the S8ri Lankan
Tamils and 50 million or more
Tamils in Tamil - WNado It

appears that the ethnic Nepalis
of Tndia outnumber the Nepalis
of MNepal, but they after all
are the same people. The
Mepalis in  Bhutan together
with the Indian Nepalis out-
number the Drukpas who are
the majority community in
Bhutan; but the numerical dis-

proportion in that cass is not
so great as that between the
Siphalese and the Tamils of
Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu.
There is also in the case of the
Sinhalese the historic memory
of Tamil invasions from South
India. It is to be expected that
the Sinhalese will have an
extraordipary  sensitivity aver
the Tamil Madu factor in Indo-
Sri Lanka relations. The equ-
ation of Delhi-Tamil Nadu-5ri
Lanka seems to be sui genesis,
and is hardly comparable to
anything  prevailing in  the
Morth of India.

TAMIL NADU - DELHI

The centre of gravity in the
politics of pre-Independence
India was in the North. It is
singnificant  that only one
national-level politician emer-
ged from the Dravidian South,
the Tamil C. Rajagopalachari.
Bul a new Tamil political con-
cipusness had evidently been
growing in the course of the
Thirties, resulting in the forma-
tion of the Dravida Kazhagam
(D. E.) in 1944 wupder the
leadership of E. V. Ramaswamy
Naicker. His disciple C. N.
Annadurai broke away to form
the Dravida Munpetra Kazhagam

(D. M. K) in 1949, and in
the latter half of Seventies
% (. Ramachandran broke

av.-':\y from the D. M. K. to
form the All India Anpa D.
M. K. (A. 1. A. D. M, K}.

As observed earlier those two
parties have alternated in power,
and something must be said
about the socio-cultural factors
which ecould explain their per-
sisting political strength in Ta-
mil Wadu, The D.K., and sub-
sequently its offshoots, were
anti-Brahmin, anti-Sanskrit, &n-
ti-Hindi, and posed a secula-
rist challenge to religious or-
thodoxy. They represented a
caste revolt, though not appar-
ently of the really under—
privileged castes against the do-
minant position of the Brah-
mins, who constituted no more
thap 2% of the Tamils. The
secularism, which might perhaps
be seen as the southern coun-
ter-part of WNchru's secularism
in the north, even lead to a

1§



virtual excision of part of the
Tamil past through an under-
valuation of the Bakhti litera-
ture of the Tamils and an over
emphasis on the secular Sangam
literature of 100 BC to to AD
250, The anti-Hindi position,
which as will be seen later has
turned out to be the most im-
poriant component of D.K.
ideclogy, flowed from pride in
the Tamil langnage and a con-
comitant resentment against the
Aryap north. This is quite un-
derstandable as the Dravidian
contribution to Indian civiliza-
tion has consistently been un-
der-valued both within  India
and outside. As Professor Siva-
thamby once put it in an inter-

view given to a South Indian
periodical, *‘Pages are writlen
on Tagore and WNasrul Islam,

but there is only a passing re-
ference to Bharati.™ Readers
of Raja Rao’s well-known no-
vel The Serpent and the Rape
may remember his curious no-
tion that the further south you
go in Iodia the higher the form
of Hindu spirituality, until the
dcme of spirituality is reached
at the southernmost point of
India. That was evidently =a
Dravidian reaction against the
Aryan exaltation of the Ganges
and the Himalayas,

It appears that the ideolopgy
of the DMK and of its off-
shoots has drawn political stren-
ght from the tap-roots of
Tamil consciousness, and per-
haps it was inevitable that it
should Jead to a separatist mo-
vement in Tamil NWadu. WNehru
handled it very sensibly, most
notably by establishing Tamil
Madu as a linguistic state. Other
important measures  included
the Act for the Prevention of
Imsult to the National Honour
in 1957, after an epidemic of
flag-and constitution — burning
in Tamil Nadu. In 1963 there
was the sixteenth amendment
to the Indian Constitution ban-
ning the advocacy of secession.
However, in the aftermath of
the Sino-Indian border conflict
of 1962 separatism came to be
abandoned in Tamil Nadu. But
the DM K. came to power in
1967, the expression of a con-
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tinuously strong Tamil

politi-
cal identity and consciousness.

It might be supposed that
the formation of the AL A.-
DMK, implied a dilution of
that Tamil consciousness, hbe-
cause “All Todia” Anna D.M K.
suggests that emphasis was be-
ing given to Tamils and Tamil
MNadu as no more than compone-
nts of a wider Indian polity.
Furthermore, both the D M.K.
andthe A.LA.D.M.K. usually got
on the famously with the cen-
tral government in the Delhi,
and it appeared thercfore that
those two parties were not
much different from any other
recional party in India. That
impression was completely  be-
lied by the anti-Hindi furore
in Tamil MNadu in 1986, to
which special importance has
to be given in trying to umn-
derstand Delhi’s sensitivity to

the Tamil Nadu Ffactor. Under
the 1951 Constitution, Hindi
was declared the official lan-
guage, while 14 major Indian
languages were declared *nation-
al languages” along with Hindi.
The Constitution also allowed

a 15-year grace period for the
use of English as a link lan-
guage., On Republic Day of 1963,
Tamil Nadu went up in flames
over the issue of Hindi, and
when the D.M.K. came to po-
wer in 1967 it abolished the tea-
ching of Hindi in state schools.
Again  in  September 1986
Tamil Nadu went up in [lames,
the result of a Central Govern-
ment circular about the observ-
ance of a “Hindi Week™ which
apparently was regarded as
innocuous in other Indian sta-
tes. The first to protest was
the leader of the Congress (I)
in Tamil Wadu, followed guei-
kly by the D M. K., A.TLADMK.

and the Communists. A State
Minister warned that the im-
position of Hindi would lead

to a Sri Lankan-type situation,
meaning that Tamil Nadu would

opt for separation. Rajiv
Gandhi reiterated the assuran-
ces of his mother and WNehru
that Hindi would not be im-

posed on any state,

The agitation died down, but
it provided a reminder to Delhi

that Tamil Nadu was not just
like any other state on the
issue of Hindi. It is under-
standable that Delhi has to res-
pect Tamil MNadu sentiments,
and that includes scnliments
about what takes place in Sri
Lanka.
(A paper presented at the recent
B.C0L.8, Seminar on Indo-85. L. relations
Counrtesy B.C.I.8. und anthor.)

Extremism . ..
{ Continged fram page 9)

certain positive premises. But
we must be prepared for contin-
gencies — JVP pressure on Prema-
dasa, Sinhalese blacklash to the
economic pressure, inflation, in-
capacity of the Tamils to hold
together whatever they have
achieved so far and the rise of

‘Tamil militaney.

So the prospects are of some
uncertainty. But with the safe-
guard now which we did not have
in 1983, of a framework within
which we can implement a cohe-
rent policy with diplomatic and
defence policies where we can
preserve our interests and at the
same time ensure that we are not
accused of breaking up of a nei-
bouring country.

(Speech concloded)

TRENDS

{ Continuwed from page 1)

‘ridiculous’, Dr. Senarathe
said that Chandrika daughter
of SLFP leader Mrs, Bandara-
nafke  wouwld return to  Sri
Lanka fn mid-Febh.

NEW EXODUS

Sri Lanka has Jost 250
doctars in the two-and-half
years the Universities, and
the NCMC, were closed on
gecount of the JVP-sponsored
‘sabotage’ campaign. ldeally,
the island’s health services
should have a cadre of
3.3580. “The basic need is5 a
cadre of 2875" said a senior
official, We now have 2.350.



1989 92

The IMF Scenario

(Excerpts from an official report)

he new Government that came

into power in early 1989 is

conf{tonted with the daunting
task of re-establishing peace,
stabilizing the economy, and
resuming the reform process in-
terrupted in 1988, At the top
of the Government’s economic
agenda is the stabilization of
economy without which structural
reform  cannot proceed. The
Governmnt is aware that a quick
correction  of  macroeconomic
imbalances would bring about
equally guick e¢conomic gains
but considers that too rapid
adjusiments could contribute to

political instability. The Gov-
ernment thus believes that the
stabilization of the economy

should be gradual and that the
program of structural reforms —
the key elements of which are
public expenditure restructuring
and civil service and public
enterprise reforms — envisaged
in the PFP should, Ilikewise,
proceed at a pace consistent
with the country’s  political
situation.

The Government's commit-
ment to a more liberal and open
economy and to the medium-
term structural reforms outlined
in the frst-yvear PFP is not in
in guestion. Tt was reiterated
in the March 1989 budget speech,
when the Government announced
three principles that are to guide
the formulation and implemen-
tation of policies over the medi-
um term. The first is that the
private sector should have pri-
mary responsibility in  genera-
ting growth. The Government on
its part will dtake deliberate
steps and formulate policies to
improve the business environ-
ment in all sectors of the econo-
my and remove impediments to
private sector initiatives where-
ever they exist (paragraph 29).
The secand, a corollary of the
first, is that the rtole of the
public sector should be reduced
and its efficiency increased. This
objective requires policy initi-
atives on a number .of fronts,
the key elements of which are

a reduction of central govern-
ment spending (paragraph 14),
the implementation of the Admi-
nistrative Reform (paragraph 17),
and a restructuring of public
expenditures (paragraph 20) with
a view to eliminating wasteful
programs and improving the
efficiency of remaining programs.
It also requires that the public
enterprise reform process which,
with a few exceptions, had been
restricted to selected Public Manu-
facturing  Enterprises (PMEs)
now he extended to a
much wider range of public eo-
terprises in all sectors of the
economy (paragraphs 24-26). The
third is that the Government
will take primary responsibility
in ensuring that the benefits of
growth are distributed equitably
among the population and in

‘designing programs for that pur-

pose. The ISP is a first attempt
to achieve this objective and the
Government is prepared to re-
view is the design of this pro-
gram das necessary (0o ensure
that it is well targeted and that
the poorest segments of society
are not left out from the growth
process (paragraph 22).

With these principles in mind,
it is evident that the corner-
stone of structural adjustment
must be reform of the public
sector. The key measures include
reducing the size  of  the
public sector and improving its
economic and financial perfor-
mance, At the top of this agenda
are the goals of reducing over-
staffing in the civil service and
restructuring public enterprises.
While both these objectives pose
great challenges, the Govern-
ment attaches the highest priority
to making progress in  these
crucial areas. In addition, the
economy is expected to benefit
from a substantial tax refom in
in 1990, and further liberaliza-
ticn of trade and finance.

Macroeconomic objectives. Because
of the uncertain political situa-
tion, the Government recognizes
that stabilizing the economy
while maintaining some growth

in per capita consumption will
entail semewhat lower levels of

investment over the medinm
term. The key macroeconomic
objectives over the medium

term are; (i) to increase growth
from its currenot 2-3  percent
level to 3-4 percent by 1991-02;
(ii) to reduce inflation from 12
percent at present o/ percent
by 1992; and (iii) to reduce the
current account deficit of the
balance of payments to about 6
percent of GDP by 1992, a level
that would allow a modest re-
covery in the level of foreign
exchange reserves. While these
objectives may appear 1mﬂdest,
they represent @ major 1Mprove-
ment over the country's recent
macroeconomic performance and
seem Ttealistic given the political
constraints under which the pro-
gram is to be implemented.

The Stabilization program

At the heart of the stabili-
zation effort is the reduction
of the fiscal deficit from 135

percent of GPDP in 1988 to 12
1/2 percent of GDP 1in 19849, !D
percent in 1990, 9 percent in
1991, and 8§ percent in 1992, The
burden of the fiscal adjust-
ment will fall on government
expenditures, which are to de-
cline from 34 percent of GDP
in 1988 to 32 percemt in 1990,
30 percent in 1991, and 29 per-
cent in 1992. In 1989, public
expenditures are expected to
remain high at 34 percent of
GDP, because n addition to
subsidies, new expenditures are
required for the mid-day meal,
the JSP, and the expanded NFSP.
Thus, in the short run, incre-
ases in revenues will have a
major role in reducing the
public sector delicit. Govern-
ment revenues, at 19 percent
of GDP in 198§, are expected
to reach 21 percent of GDP in
1989 and to stabilize at that
level through 1992, While the
increase in revenues in 1989 is
due to more nmormal tax col-

lections and to discretionary
measures that, have a once-for—
all effect (e. g, the sale of

foodstocks and taxation of cen-
tral bank profits), new revenue
measures will have to be intro-

{Continued on page 13)
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A Funeral in Trinco

David Housego reports on a ‘Tiger’” ambush

5 the last Indian troops
Aprepare to pull cut of Sri
Lanka over the coming two
months, Tamil Tiger guerrillas
ure set to take control of the
rest of the north and east of
the country,

The Literaon Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), as they are cul-
tcd, already control all  six
districts from which the Indians
have withdrawn, In the seaport
of Trincomalee, which is with
the Jaffna Peninsula the only
place where Indian forces re-
main, the beleaguered Tamil-
dominated administration is
preparing to abandon the town
when the Indians depart.

+We shall go underground”,
says Mr. K. Padmanabha, the
general secretary of the EPRLF
(the Eelam People's Revolut-
iopary Liberation Front), the
main rival to the Tigers which
now heads the north-east pro-
vincial council.

Trincomalee, oane of the
world's great matural harbours
and a base for allied fleets in
the Second World War, remains
much as it was 40 years ago—
a result of government neglect
of the Tamil north, and more
recently of six years of civil
War.

Bearded, wearing dark green
battledress with a picture of
Lenin pinned to his lapel, Mr,
Padmanabha was speaking after
the fumeral of Mr. George
Thambirajah, one of his most
senior colleagues and the foun-
der of the Tamil WNational
Army (TNA), the alliance of
anti-Tiger guerrilla groups that
Indiz has equipped.

Mr. Thamhbiraja was killed by
the Tigers recently in an am-
bush that demonstrated their
ruthlessness in  removing the
leaders of other Tamil factions
opposed to them.

“Tt is an indication of what

is to come” said another
EPRLF official, watching the
emotional ceremony on. the

shores of Dutch Bay. Indian
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officers bearing wreaths stood
a few steps in front of an
escort from the TNA — many
of them boys of 14 or 15 with
automatic weapons,

The killing illustrated the
inability of the Indians to pro-
vide pratection for the
more  moderate Tamil  gro-
ups though they had
earlier made the security of the
Tamils who co-operated  with
the provincial council one of

the main points oo which their
withdrawal would depend,

The Indian peacekeeping force-
820,000 strong at its peak but
now down to 20,000 — arrived
more than two years ago for
what they believed would bea
brief operation to disarm the
Tigers. They will finally leave
by the end of March with see-
mingly none of their objectives
achieved, more than 1,000 sol-
diers killed and with their
involyment having ecarned them
the hostility of both the
Tamils and the Sinhalese po-
pulation,

As a result of an understan-
ding with President Ranasinghe
Premadasa reached Jast year,
the Tigers are now establishing
themselves openly as they seck
to organise an official political
party. Their aim is to force
the other Tamil factions to lay
down their arms — a goal they
are pursuing through selective kil-
lings—prior to the holding of new
provincial elections in the north
and east which they expect to
win with a handsome majority.

According to their spokes-
men, they will then put their
demands to- the Sri Lanka
Government, Posters in  Batti-
caloa, the other main eastern
seaport town that fell to  the
Tigers in_ January, proclaim
that they have not given up
their ultimaie ohjective — mea-

ning a separate Tamil state
and the partition of the island.
It is because of this belief

that the Tigers will eventually
go for a unilateral declaration

ol independence that many think
that a [resh conflict with the
Sri Lankan army is inevitable,
“Everybody anticipates a con-

frontation between the army
and the LTTE,” ‘said one
Muslim politician,

Indian and Sinhalese hopes
that the Tigers were a spent
force because of the hamme-
ring they had received from

the Indian troops were seen to
have no substance from the skill
and speed with which the
Tigers captured Batticaloa —
fondly believed to be a bastion
of ‘the EPRLFE. The Tigers’
authority in the town is now
unquestioned. They collect their
own taxes — which has made
them unpopular — and have told
the Sri Lanka police to remain
in barracks, even forbidding
them traffic duty. “We have
asked the police not to operate,”
says Mr. 5. Karikalan, the lTocal
LTTE commander. “If there is
any problem,  the people can
come to us.

Talks now going on hetween
the Sri Lankan Governmemt,
the Indians, the LTTE and the
other factions focus largely on
who will have responsibility for
the police and security issues
after the Indians withdraw. The
Tigers would like to have full
authority over both police and
internal security on the grounds
that the Sinhalese assure these
for their own people in the
south,

" L =

The 5ri Lapkan Government
resists such demands which
would carry the island a step
further towards partition. They
have a responsibility as well to
the Sinhalese from the eastern
province — many of them now
refugees — who account for a
third of its population and
look to the Sri Lankan army
to return their lands and homes
when the Indians depart,

The second main issue in the
talks is the nature of the adm-
inistration that will fellow an
Indian withdrawal. The more
eptimistic of the Tamils think
that there could be power sha-
ring between the Tigers and the

i Continwed on poge 15)



CORRESPONDENCE

The Muslim Factor

The reference to the power-
ful Tslamic Revolution in Iran
in anp article titled *Muslims Enter
the Fray”, by Mervyn De Silva
which highlights, Mr. M. H. M.
Ashraff’s SLMC is somewhat mis-
leading.

To put the record right kindly
permit me the use of your most
interesting and informative jour-
nal, the Lanka Guardian.

The Islamic Bevolution in Tran
led by the late Imam Khomeini is
in complete accordance with the
enunciations of the Holy Quran.
Devout Muslims the world over
read the Holy Quran and study the
traditions of the Prophet. Hence,
the Islamic Revolution of Imam
Khomeini was bound to influence
the oppressed and deprived
Muslim masses the world over.

The developments in Azerbaijan
are somewhat belated. Afghanis-
tan, Lebanon, Jordan, West Bank,
Gaza, Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria,
Nigeria, Egypt, Kashmir, Pakistan
and even Malavsia and Indonesia
are on the boil and potential
arcas of Islamic upheaval. The
Western mass-media except in
Afghanistan and Lebanon have
played down the Islamic resur-
gence in the other countries for
fear that reports of developments
may aceelerate the Islamic revo-
lution.

This trend of Islamic resur-
gence cannot be halted by any
force., Communism, socialism,
democratic-socialism, capitalism
and all other *“isms" have nat
liberated the oppressed and the
deprived masses,

Asregards M. H. M. Ashraff, he
has used the rising tide of Islamic
resurgence of the oppressed and
deprived Muslims of Sri Lanka,
especially in the eastern province,
to serve his own ends.

Since the signing of the Indo-
Lanka Accord in July 1987, he
claimed that the accord did not
meet the aspirations of the
Muslims, adding that the Muslims
were not consulted,

He, however, contested Provin-
cial Council elections which was
a necessary pre-condition’ of the
Indo-Lanka Accord. Worse still

he conducted his election cam-
paign for the North-East provin-
cial council elections last year
in Kalmunai having received all
logistical  support from the
Indian army.

This despite the fact that the

Indian army was responsible
for the killing of Muslims
in Jaffma, Vavuniya, Mutur,

Kinniya, Ottamawaddai, Valach-
chenai and Batticaloa prior to
the elections.

Fecently it was stated in parlia-
ment that members of the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress had been
inducted to  the illegal Indian
backed Tamil National Army
{TNA).

Saybhan Samat

Copies; 1) Ayvatollah Khomeini
Leader of the Islamic Republic
of [ran

2) Embassy and Cultural Section
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

The LLMF. ..
(Continned from page 15)

duced in the 1990 budget to

maintain  government revenues,

This task has already begun
and a Tax Commission is cur-
reatly reviewing the tax system
to make recommendations for
changes by the end of 1990,
The objectives are to hroaden
the tax base, improve its ela-
sticity, and reduce its regressi-
veness. To achieve short—term
revenue objectives in 1990, the
Commission will make an in-
terim report recommending re-
venue measures to be incorpo-
rated into the 1990 budget. In
particular, the following mea-
sures will be the Tax Commis-
sion: (i) replacing the business
turnover tax by a value added
tax; (ii) broadening the cover-
age of the income tax to in-
clude currently exempt pPErSOns
and institutions; and (iii) chan-
ging the unit of taxation from
individuals to families for in-
COome [ax purposes,

Restraining monetary and cre-
dit growth-primarily through
market-based finapcial instru-
ments — will be essential in sta-
bilizing the economy. During
1989,  the Central Bank has
been mopping up liquidity by
reducing the proportion of out-

standing treasury bills it holds,
and interest rates have heen
allowed to rise considerably.
Over 1[990-92, the growth of
total liquidity will be targeted
at levels consistent with the
growth, inflation, and balance
of payments targets, and intereat
rates will be adjusted accor-
dingly. In addition, the Govern-
ment’s external policies in 1989
will be guided by the need to
strengthen the competitiveness
of Sri Lenka’s exports and to
maintain reserves at adeguate
levels. The Government intends
to pursue a flexible exchange
rate policy over the medium
term,
{To be continued)

A Funeral.. .
i Continved from page 14)

other factions on the grounds
that this is the only way to
prevent  further blood-letting
and to achieve maximum aut.
onomy. But Mr. Padmanabha,
general seeretary of the EPRLF,
believes the Tigers are too in-
tolerant to accept a  compro-
mise. “They want to be the
sole representative of the Tamil
people.” he says. He is thus
preparing to return to the jun-
gles from which the Tigers are
emerging with as many of his
own faction and of other mil-
itant groups that he can muster—
perhaps 1,000-2,000,

He believes that the likely
confrontation between the Tig-
ers and the Sri Lankan Goy-
erament as each tries to dom-
inate the other, and the pro-
blems the Tigers will have in
running the administration will
work to his advantage. With-
out saying as much, he clearly
counts on  continuing military
help from an India reluctant
to see either the Tigers or the
Sri Lanken army establish a
dominant hold,

The chances thus that the
Indian withdrawal and the re-
conciliation between the Tigers
and President Premadasa ecould
usher in a period of peace and
reconstruction in the north still
seem remote. A people weary
of conflict face the prospect
that it will continue, ¥

(T
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Some Thoughts on the Left and the
“Woman Question”” in South Asia

Kumari Jayawardena

he Left in South  Asia,

has been active in mobili-
zing women workers and pea-
sants (as well as women of the
petty-bourgeoisie and bourgeoi-
sie) in many activities. These
range from independence struggle,
tradc union actions, peasant
agitations, student movements,
and housewives’  campaigns
against higher prices, to party
activity at election time. In
India, for example, Communist-
led women played a ecrucial
role in all the historic move-
menis of the twentieth century,
These include nationalist agita-
tion (both wviolent apd non-
violent), the 1951 Telegana
peasant uprising, strikes such as
that of the militant Coimbatore
mill workers in 1946, famine
relief work in Bengal in 1943-
44, antifascist campaigns during
World War IT, and many mili-

tant class actions of recent
years. In fact the tendency
has always been to emphasize

women's equal rights of parti-

cipation in nationalist  and
class struggles. Moreover, poli-
tical leaders have always been
aware of the importance of
women's involvement for the
sucecess of strupples and, of
course, for electoral politics.

However, the
women's

question  of
liberation — as

oppo-
sed to national and workers
liberation — has been  merely

subsumed under *class struggle.”™
This, it has been said will
automatically liberate women
when it succeeds. In this sub-
ordination of women’s specific
interests and liberation to those
of class liberation, left move-
ments in South Asia parallel
all too closely the problematic

assumptions and practical weak-

nesses.  of  many  other left
movements and regimes.

Although it frequently tries
to forge alliances with other

sdemoeratic’ organizations, the
Left has always had problems
with organizations where party
members were not in  control,
Thus autonomous women's
groups, although raising issues
of importance to  socialists,
were regarded as hostile, and
even attempts by women of the
Left to unite across party lipes
were seldom tolerated for wvery
long. In 1947, Sri Lanka women
from the Communist and
Trotskyist parties got together
with other socialist women to
form an autonomous United
Women's Front to campaign
for women's economic and
social rights. Although  the
organization made significant
gains and received a lot of
publicity for its programs to
mobilize working women, within
a year the male leadership of
the two parties had forced the
dissolution of the organization
because of conflict on other
issves Dbetween the parties, In
West Bengal too, although the
Communist Party split in 1964,
women party members of both
communist parties continued io
work 1o a single women's
organization until 1971, when
increasing  problems between
the two parties also resulted
in a# split in  the women's
organization.

In recent years, when many
issues affecting women’s rights
have arisen in  South Asia —
including the extreme cases of
the Hudood Ordipance (1979)

FROM PROMISSORY NOTES: WOMEN IN THE
TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM

ed Sonia Kruks, Rayna Rapp and Marilyn Younag,
Monthly ‘Review Press, NY 1988

in Pakistan (which includes
stoning to death and lashes- for
adultery), and sari (burning
women to death on  their hus-
band’s funeral pyre), or killing
women for bringing inadequate
dowry in [India — the Left has
failed to come, forward to give

leadership to these struggles
that have been taken up by
feminist groups., The relation-

ship today between the Left
and feminists in South Asia
remaing an uneasy one.

A Glance at History

It is interesting to note that
when the “Woman Question”
came up in India from the

nineteenth century onwards, it
was  discussed in  terms of
social evils to be eradicated
by legislation, British bureau-
crats along with Indian social
reformers, nationalists, and
Christian missionaries supported
the  campaigns against s,
child marriage, and the ban on
widow remarriage, and pro-
moted the rights of women to
education, property. and poli-
tical participation. It was pre-
dominantly a campaign of
Indian and Western men whose
aim was to liberate, moder-
nize, “eivilize’” or Christianize
women, as the case may Dbe.
Mevertheless loecal women were
also ‘involved not only as
victims but also as agitators,
activists, and reformers, often
receiving support from Euro-
pean women feminists, theoso-
phists, and socialists residing
in South Asia,

Since the agitation for legal,
franchise, property, or edu-
cation rights for women was
part of a package of demo-
cratic demands, support for
such campaigns came also from
the liberal mpationalists in
Tndin. As the nationalist move-
ment grew, the leaders saw the
advantage of drawing the
masses of women into the



movement and for this purpose

they wurged women to come
out of their homes and into
the streets. Thus liberal ideo-
logy on women’s rights coin-
cided with the need for mass
support. It jis this that acco-

unts for the enlightened stands
Gandhi and Nehru took on
the subordination of women,

The nationalist reformers of
course had to be careful; they
needed to take from the West
to combat the West but in
the process, they wanted to
also  retain  their self-identity
in terms of mnational eulture,
Chatterjee has suggested that
there was a separation of social
space into the home (ghar)
representing ‘‘the inner-spiritual
self, our true identity” and the
world (bahir), representing the
external, the domain of the
materjal.

The European power had challenged
the non-European peoples and, by
virtue of its  superior material
culture, had subjugated them. But
it had failed to colonise the inner,
eazential identity of the East which
lay in its distinctive, and superior,
spiritual culture . .. No enzroach-
ments of the colonizer must be gl-
lowed in that inner sanctum. In
the world, initiation and adaptation
to Western norms was a necessity;
at home, they were taniamount to
annihilation of one's very identity.

Hence, the Westernization of
women had to be very se-
lective — in Bengal the new ‘res-
pectable woman™ could acquire
“the cultural refinements afford-
ed by modern education with-
out jeopardizing her place at
home,"

Of course one may add that
the home represented not only
spiritual but also strong material
interests and ideological domi-
nation, providing the men of
all classes with unpaid labor
and other privileges as well as
unlimited power over the lives
of women. Thus the home was
the primary source of women's
oppression  and  exploitation,
which few males were (or are)
willing to change,

In India, the opponents of
social reform for women were
& mix of orthodox Hindu and
Muslim conservatives who, iro-

nically, included some of the
most  militant opponents of
British colonialism. One such
example was B. Gz, Tilak, lea-
der of the “extreme”™ group
in the Indian National Congress,
When, in 1908, he was tried
for sedition and deported, there

wids 8 major wave of strikes
in the mills of Bombay, in
which many woman workers
participated.  But Tilak, al-

though politically militant, was
socially conservative. He regard-
ed legislation on social issues
affecting women as an unwar-
ranted and objectionable inter-
ference by the colonial state in
local tradition and custom. He
even joined the social reactio-
naries in the campaign against
the Age of Consent Bill of 1891,
which raised the legal age for
female sexual intercourse from
ten to twelve years.

Sri Lanka, ahead of India in
terms of female education and
quality of life in the nineteenth
century, produced no liberal de-
mands for women's rights from
reformist males. The “Wester-
nized” men of the bourgeoisie
were concerned with moderate
constitutional reforms, limited
male franchise, and equal op-
portunity  with FEuropeans in
the professions and government
sErvice. The women of the
class were given a limited edu-
cation with the emphasis on
“accomplishments” and keeping
up with the latest Western fas-
hions, Opposition to these trends
came from the Buddhist and
Hindu revivalists who wurged
women to be chaste and docile,
discarding Western influences,
For example, Anagarika Dhar-
mapala (1869-1933), the most
militant spokesman for Sinhala
Buddhist consciousness, urged
industrialization and scientific
advance but criticized the adop-
tion of Western customs and
fashions by Sinhala women.
“The glory of woman is in her
chastity, in the performance of
household duties and obedience
to her husband,” he insisted,

In South Asia, the Left ig
frequently accused of being too
internationalist and secular and
of being insensitive to  the

strength of feelings based on
national identity and tradition.
Without entering that debate,
I would only point out that
this is not true of the Woman
Question, where one finds a
continuity of traditional values,
permeating all strands of cur-
rent political thinking, includ-
ing frequently, that of the Left

Moreover, many leftists who
were prepared to support the
national liberation of all peo-

ples and to struggle for the
democratic rights of workers and
peasants at home and abroad
were not only unwilling., but
also reacted with great emotion-
al fervor against attempts to
riaise the question of women’s
liberation. The strongest reasons
given for such opposition have
always been linked to arguments
of resistance to foreign domi-
nation and ideological control,

However, incolonial times there
were also some radical male
reformers who spoke out against
women's subordination, but who
tended to be from the more
maverick clements of the poli-
tical spectrum. They were ahle
to make the connection between
caste oppression and women's
oppression  that existed in a
hierarchically organized caste
and class society. For example,
in Maharashtra, Jotirao Phule
(1827-90), of low-caste origin,
led a struggle against Brahmin
hegemony. He opposed child
marriage and polygamy, set up
schools for girls and “untouch-
ables,” and, in opposing  sali,
speculated on whether a man
would become a sara on  his
wife's funeral pyre; he was an
early opponent of sexism ino
language critizing ecxpressions
such .as *all men are equal,”
and in his own writing, chang-
ing this phrase to *each and
every woman and man.” Another
outstanding example is that of
E.V. Ramaswami Naiker (born
in 1879 and known popularly
as “Periyar,” the Great One),
the founder in the 1920s
of the Dravidian movement
against North Indian and
Brahmin domination of the
South. Beinga great iconoclast,

(Continwed on page 15)
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POLITICS

J. V. P. Learning from Vietnam?

5. Leelananda

t is clear that the J¥P in the

post-accord period modelled its
tactics on  the Vietnamese ex-
perience. They identified an ex-
ternal aggressor (India), saw the
UNF government as a puppet
regime of that power (like the
Diem regime in South Vietnam),
claimed that cliques (Jayawar-
depa-Dissanayake-Thondaman) -
(Premadasa-Ranjan  Wijeratne)
were at work within these regi-
mes, brovght in women, students
and monks as a “frontline”
in street battles, emphasised
the ‘patriotic nature of the
opposition, wooed *patriotic in-
tellectuals, attempted to deprive
the ‘*‘puppet regime” of its
revenue and started killing village
level officials of the government
and ruling party. All these were
successfully tried out by the
NLF in the Vietnamese war,

In retrospect howver we sec
that the JVP leadership has fallen
victim to the romantic notion
that the Vietnamese strugele was
a “puerrilla war'. This was a
view promoted by both roman-
tic radicals of the west and
the official Teft. It enhanced
the “good guy wvs bad guy™
image. In reality however the
USSR, Eastern European coun-
tries and Chinn funneled tre-
mendous military and financial
ussistance to North Vietnam and
NLF. The Liberation struggle
could not have continued with-
out such backing. While na
doubt the NLF had great guerrilla
fighters they also had trained
soldiers ready for modern set
piecce battles. The tanks and
soldiers who swept into Saigon
from the Central highlands were
parts of a diciplined military
machine;, not village youth, The
J¥P had no source of strenpgth.
In this they were quite different
from the Tamil guerrillas who
who could find sanctuary, men
and materinl in South India.

1 think it was this ‘fatal gap’
in J¥VP's military situation which
forced its leadership to threaten
armed services personniel with
reprisals, after appeal to them
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to join the JYP army failed.
They needed to win over & part
of the Army. JVP irresulars
had done their job. Now they
oeeded  battlehar-dened  troops
for the final push. Tronically it
was the bruotality of this ulti-
matum that finally swung the
army Tound to an  all out
offensive.

{a)y Though we will discuss this
phenomenon later  under
ideolegy, it should be men-
tioned here that a special
effort was made to organize
the Buddhist clergy as an
important support group for
the JVP, Firstly, this ftted
very well with the Vietnamese
strategy  of winning over
the monks to the Patriotic
Front and converting Budd-

hist monastries into focal -

points of resistance. Justas
the Catholic elite which
dominated Scuth Vietnam
were hated by the Buddhist
monks, the Javawardene re-
gime—particularly after the
accord, earned the univeral
censure  of the Buddhist
clergy. Even Gangaramaya,
the UNP patronized Temple
in the City, became 2 focal
point o anti-Jayawardene
opposition. A Narahenpita
Temple played a role simi-
lar to that of Quon Tri
Pagoda in Saigon. Senior
monks including Maha-
nayakes intimidiated by
young monks into suppor-
ting Patriotic Front. Leading
menks of the UNP and the
left were killed. Pro-JVP
monks took over the manage-
ment of important temples
and monasteries which be-
came centres of propoganda
and refuge for IVP activists,
These monks ran their own
Front organization and pub-
lished a magazine which mir-
rored the IVP wviewponit,

Monk’s Role

5. J. Thambiah in hisstudy
of Buddhism and spirit culis
in Northern Thailand draws
attention to social networks
which link the Buddhist

neophyte of the willage to
the prestigious Metropolitan
Temples of Bangkok (Cam-
bridge Universily Press 1970)
There s no parallel, study
in respect of Sinhala Budd-
hism but some impressionis—
tic data may be considered
here. Recruitment to the
Sangha today appears to bel
mainly from children of the
poorest strata of the peasan-
try. Recruitment from the
aristocracy and higher village
strata are on the decline,
even 1n the Sivam Nikaya
which traditionally catered
to those categories. Peasants
who could not afford to feed
their children, as demons-
trated by Thambiah with
Thai data, tended to offer
them to the Sangha. The
network has alwayvs  been
the best instrument of up-
ward mobility for poor rural
youth. If they had outstan-
ding progna (intellectual abi-
lity) Sila (ascetic practice), or
Samadhi (meditational skills),
they would receive recogni-
tion first within the Sangha
hierarchy and later be identi-
fied as outstanding persona-
lities by the whole of Bud-
dhist society, The spread of
education, to rural areas has
opened new vistas for the
young village monk, On one
hand he can now use the edu-
cational opening to reach
Universities and establish
himself without recourse to
traditional eriteria - of the
Sangha such as subservience
to senior monks, They have
a charisma of their own.
On the other hand they are
introduced to the secular
traditions of the University,
particularly its critical stan-
ce towards the establishment.
They are also intrduced to
an intellectual world which
does not have the moral
certainties of the Dhamma.
Thus the young Buddhist
monk becomes the focus
of a fculture shock® which
prediposes him to radica-
lism. Marxism recreateas a



(b)

world of moral superiority
like his familiar Buddhism.
Indeed, they have, un-
known to the Buddhist esta-
blishment. Cultural Minis-
try, Mahabodhi  Society,
YMBA etc. created a new
radical, Buddhist ideology
of social commitment which
is accepted by a majority of
Sinhala youth. This new
radical ideology emphasizes
the social and egalitarian
functions of Buddhism. (eg.
articles in Finivida Magazine;
Sinhala newspapers).

INDIAN HEGEMONY

The creation of a Patriotic
Front was predicated on the
J¥P's interpretation of the
hegemonic power of India.
Here Wijeweera could claim
to be a political prophet
since this had been one of
his five major themes from
the time of the founding of
the JVP. The reasons for
the JVP attitude in the six-
ties can be linked to the
UUSSR—China controversy,
the cultural revalution in
China and the Sino - Indian
conflict of that time. Recent
visitors to China have been
told that during the early
seventics Chou-en Lai was
under attack by supporters of
the Gang of Four in the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry. On
the agenda of these anti-Chou

extremists was a  critical
stance fowards the SLFP,
particularly the Bandara-

naikes, who weare known to
have the support of the
Chou-en Lai and Chen Yi. 1t
was this “left aberration”
in China which supported the
JVP. Once the leftists were
routed from the Foreign
Ministry, Chou made amends
by sending the famous “who
but the Bandaranaikes can we

support’™ letter in 1971
together with an unprece-
dented offer of a grant

in convertible currency.

In any event this was a
period  when  pro-Chinese
elements were condemning
Indizn hegemonism -related

especially to India's boun-
dary dispute with China.
The Chinese also resented
the even handed attitude of
the USSR on this issue,
which they took to be a
pro-Indian one,

Wijeweera had taken the
Chinese side in this dispute
fashioned his views of Tndjan

expanionism  largely based
Chinese polemics. In  the
1977-83  period the JVP

scems to have soft pedalled
the Tndian issue for two
reasons. First they identi-
fied the UNP as an American
puppet regime hostile to
India and seccond, they had
not at this stage, worked
out their stance regarding the
Eelam movement,

The signing of Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord however pro-
vided an ideal opening for
Wijeweera. For the first
time all his ‘hate figures’'—
India, the West, UNP and
Old Left, had come together
on a highly vulnerable issue.
It also in the eves of the
Sinhala - oriented middle
class and rural vouth tended
to invest a great deal of
credibility no Wijeweera.
After all, he was the only
Sri Lankan politician who
had for over twenty years
predicted such a confluence.

Tronically, the ground for
Wijeweera’s ideological dom-
inance had been prepared by
anti-Indian propaganda car-
riea out by the UNP from
1983, Indian support for
the Tamil guerrilla move-
ment had been used by the
Government to create *u
nation at war"™ psychology,
This was enhanced by further
Indian interventions in the
internal affairs of Sri Lanka,
Wijeweera was the beneficiary
of this propaganda and his
later writings show a leader
pre—occupied with the ques-
tion of a long-term resis-
tance to the Indian Army.

All these characteristies —
anti  Indianism, Patriotic
Frontism, anti-elitism, use

of violence, recruitment af
the clergy etc, were evolved
within a new nativistic ideo-
logy which concides with
rise of the ipfluence of the
middle class Sinhala youth,
In the next issue we will
discuss  the encompassing
role of this Jarika Chintanaya.

Some Thoughts

(Cantinned fram page Iy

challenging Hindy orthodoxy
and excoriating priests, he comn-
demned the worship of gods
and religious ritual and went
even further to denoupce Tamil
social customs and the enslave-
ment of women. He kit out at
the revered classic texts on
women, attacked the sacred laws
that enforced chastity, and ad-
vocated “self -respect marriages™
without clergy or religious -
tual, with rights of divorce and
remarriage. His boldest sugges-
tions included the plea foy
sexual freedom, a pew moral
code for both mep and women,
intercaste marriages, and a wo-
men’'s strike against reproduc-
tion;}i he also called for an

autonomous, strong movement
run only by women, because
in''“his  view, male presence

would be ilike having Brahmins
in the anti-Brahmin Dravidian
movement,

However, while Periyar is
venerated as a founding father
of what became a powerful poli-
tical movement that still domi-
nates Tamil politics, little s
heard of his revolutionary  views
on women. These are regarded
as an aberration and are seldom
referred to.

(To be concluded)



Violence

One is reluctant to enter into
dispute with a person of the
power and position of Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene; but when he in-
sists on making his frequent
jack-in-the-box public appear-
ances to come out with con-
troversial statements, one is
compelled to do so in the in-
terests of accuracy and truth,

At the SavsiripayalAuditorium,
on the occasion of the bicen-
tennial of the French Revolu-
tion, Mr. Jayewardene said quite
unequivocally that he was to-

tally against violence. Yet, it
was this same Mr. Jayewardene
that, during the last presiden-

tial election campaign, speak-
ing at the Sugathadasa Stadium,
said ‘vielent or non-violent me-
thods’ must be used to ensure
the UNP candidate's victory,
This was said in the hearing

of thousands of people and was

reported in the media. Has
he then, in such a short time,
changed his attitude towards
violence?

On that same occasion at the
Savsiripaya Auditorium,  Mr.
Jayawardene said  that ‘the
British came here in 1Bl5 and
our leaders got together and
signed a Convention with the
British to hand over the sowver-
cignty of Sri Lapka to the
British sovereign and there was
no violence." This 15 a travesty
of the truth, The British came
here in 1795 and there was
much violence and bloodshed
prior to the 1815 Convention.
Within a couple of years of
the signing there came the Uva
Rebellion which the British
crushed with great violence
and cruelty. Thousands of

CORRESPONDENCE

mercilessly  slau-
Mr. Jaye-

people were
ghtered, No violence,
wardene?

Mr. Jayawardene said ‘We
have changed our governments on
various occasions by the free
votes of our people, no blood
was shed. ‘Surely Mr. Jaye-
wardene cannot be  serious:
Has he actually forgotten the
on-going violence and killings
during the 1977 general election,
the posi-election violence and
killings in 1977, the violence
and killings during the the
Referendnm ete., ete?

We are hardly in a position
to take a moralistic stand about

the violence and killings
doriug the Frenmch Revolution
which, in any case, happened
200 years #£pgo.
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GERMAN QUESTION:

A Dual Impact

Frank Kurschner-Pelkmann

he dramatic changes in East

Germany within a few
weeks, now called the <“October
Revolution 897, were only possi-
able because both the Govern-
ment and the opposition recog-
nized that only dramatic changes
within a  short period eould
prevent the total collapse of the
country. Especially the fact
that up to 10,000 persons per
day (!) went to West Germany
left no room for long medita-
tions on a change step by step.
And once the process of change
had started it developed its own
dynamics., The fall of party
leader Honecker left no other
leader in an ivory tower. The
Trade union leadership, the re-
gional heads of the administra-
tion, the whole cabinet ... all
had to resign. And still the
population continued to demons-
trate for change—and succeeded.
People had lost trust in the
old  political leadership, On
banners one could read: “After
marching for 40 vyears through
the desert nobody believes what
the old prophets say”. The cour-
age of the population was based
on the insight, that there was
only one other possibility and
that was to level the country.
As it was now possible to take
this step when things would get
worse it was reasonable to try
out first if changes were possi-
ble. More and more sectors of
the society were affected by
fundamental changes and this
gave new hopes and new deter-
mination to the demonstrators.
One success was that the whole
media system changed over night,
The political leaders are sudden-
ly confronted with journalists
who insist on concrete answers
to their questions and who cover
the meetings of the opposition
extensively. It may have been
a mixture of desperation and
hope for change that convinced
the political leadership to open
the border on November 9th
pnd to anmounce that {ree and

beld in
time. The

fair elections will be
one or two  years
population has been so used to
distrust political leaders that
the demonstrations continued to
safeguard the “October Revol-
tion.”” At the same time the
East Germans are enjoving their
new freedom to visit the West,
to meet their relatives and fri-
ends again, and to buy bananas
and pineapples.

The Communist party is aware
of the possibility of losing the
next clections. What the party
can really hope for is to play
a cerlain role within & coalition,
but even that would need deep
changes within the party and a
critical debate on the role of the
party in the last 40 years. The
question is, has German sociali-
sm come toan end? Tt is very
obvious that the East German
type of socialism that has been
practised over the last four dec-
ades has failed. Even if the
present political  leadership
would try to return to the old
system they would soon find
out that this approach must fajl
because of the resistance of the
Soviet Union to assist such a
development, But maybe the end
of the old socialism isa chance
for a new one. At least omne
has to be aware that another
40 years of the old East German
style of socialism  would have
discredited the whole idea of
socialism to a such a degree
that nobody would have been
interested in socialism any more,
But presently a lot of people in
East Germany are struggling for
a new type of socialism: a
socialism  without bureaucracy
but with democracy. It is dif-
ficult to assess how strong these
groups are, but their voice is
heard all over TEast Germany.
On their banners one can read:
“Tmagine that there is socialism
and nobody runs away!” Stefan
Heym, a well known East Ger-
man author and for many vears
a critic of the od government

has an even more ambitious
vision: “IL is now nccessary to
give up old patterns and to
transform the old existing socci-
glism into a mnew socialism
despite all our (negative) cxpe-
rience . . . a German Democratic
Republic where temporary lod-
gings have to be built to provide
shelter for those who are coming
to live inthissocialist society.™

IMPACT ON WEST

The West German establish-
ment 15 not yet afraid that its
citizens might move to East

Germany and say good-bye to
Western capitalism. But in West
Germany the end of the old East
German system opens Some new
political options. The days have
gone when all those who raised
their voice for fundamental
changes were asked to go to
East Germany. The establish-
ment has lost its enemy on the
other side of the border. From
now on it will have to rely
on its own achievements with-
out having the excuse that things
are worse on the other side of
the border. The changes in East
Germany may have serious con-
sequences for the political system
in West Germany. After years
of  ignoring  the respective
demands from the peace groups,
the government has now agreed
to reduce the number of soldiers
and to cut the expenditure for new
weapons, It is simply no lon-
ger possible to convince the
population that billions of Ger-
man mark have to be spent for
new arms when obviously no
enemy is aroupnd. The arms
industry, so far an imporiant
political factor, will have live
with a decline of the market
(unless they succeed in selling
much more arms in other parts
of the world)., Further-more
the dependence of West Germany
on the big brother in Washing-
ton is decreasing as protection
is no longer needed. Since the
end of World War TI the US-
governments have had a tremen-
dous influence on West German
politics, especially in preventing
any socialist developnent. With
the decreasing number of Ame-
rican soldiers in West Germany
this influence will diminish.
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The progressive groups and
parties in West Germany are
presently drritated by the deve-
lopment in East Germany. This
is especially true for the small
communist party. It has had
close links with the Fast Ger-
man communists since its incor-
poratien. Do the fupndamental
changes in East Germany and
the Soviet Union encourage the
West German  communists to
rethink their political concepts?

So far the party is split and
it seems that the old party
establishment tries to prevent
an “October Revolution™ in its
own ranks. The Green Party is
debating the whole East-West
issue in as controversial terms
as it debates all major political
issues and one cannot anticipate
if the party will come up with

a clear strategy. The social
Democratic Party is convinced
that its politics since the six-

tees which was to be open for
dialogue and cooperation with
the East, it was bearing fruit.
But it has been involved in a
dialogue with East Germany's
ruling party slightly too long,
when the wind of change had
already brought up new political
movements.  As  far as West
German politics is concerned, it
is not very likely that the soci-
alist groups within the Social
Democratic  Party  will gain
anything from the development
in the East. The pragmatic
group in the party will eclaim
that this is not the right time
for a socialist approach in West
Germany., They will talk of the
next election and will hope for
coalitions with the liberals. It
was Rosa Luxenburg who recog-
nized that a revolution can only
be successful on the long run
i it is both socialist and de-
mocratic. But does a combina-
tion of the limited success of
East Germaoy with socialism
and of West Germany with de.
mocracy offer a chance for a
truely socialist Germany? TUni-
ted and socialist, that is a
dream of many socialists in
Germany but they are aware of
all the stumbling blocks on such
a road. The neighbouring coun-
tries are nol too eager to be
audience of vet another German
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experiment that could cffect
them in many ways, The Ameri-
can government would see  all
its remaining influence to pre-
vent a united socialist Germany
as they are already concerned
over a natural united Germany.
It is not wery likely that a
socialist united Germany is really
a political option,

MERCEDES STAR
Another

possibility is a  re-
unification under the shining
star of Mercedes.

The more conservatlive groups
in West Germany hope to  in-
corporate  East Germany into
one big market and to gain new
investment possibilities for the
West German companies. But
this appetite for power and

dominance is not too popular

in East Germany. Being proud
of what has been achieved despite
all difficulties, people in East
Germany are not willing to ac-
cept “On Sale' signs on all their
factarics, Furthermore they
are aware of the problems of
the West German society and
arc are not too eager to repeat
all the mistakes of the West,

If the per-capita-income is
the only eriterion for the sue-
cess of a society, than the West
German socicty has been very
successful. But one should not
forget the two million unemp-
loyed people in West Germany,
nor the fact that the number
of West Germans depending on
social welfare las doubled since
1980, that there are thousands
of young drug addicts and the
fact that West Germany has
tremendous ecological problems.
If only half of the population
of this globe would use as much
resources and energy, producing
at the same time as much as gar-
bage and poisoning the water
and the air as the West Germans
human life would no longer be
possible on this globe. The
deep social problems in West
Germany have resulted in the
rise of a right-wink political
party, called the “republicans’,
They won up up to 10% of the
votes in the recent local elec-
tions in Southwest-Germany, an

alarming signal in a country
where right wing radials caused a
catastrophy half century ago.
Furthernore one cannot forget
the role of West Germany in
the exploitation of African, Asian
and Latin American countries.
Few countries gain more from
the cheap raw materials from
Third World couptries, **good”
investment possibilities (duoe to
low salaries, no enviromental
laws cte.), from high interest
rates on loans and from the
trade with regimes like the apar-
theid state in South Africa than

Wrest Germany does,  Should re-
unification mean that more
power is concentrated in one
country?

INTEGRATION TREND

As things are, it is likely that
two German states will cotinue
to exist for the time being
with a tendency towards the in-
tegration of both Germanices
into one state.  MNeither the USA
nor the Soviet Union will enco-
urgge the Germans to come to-
gether again but the close
economic and personal relations
plus the location of West Ber-
lin as an island in East Germany
will lead to more and more
links between both states, Fur-
thermore the per-capita-income
gap between the states will
gither result in more East Ger-
mans moving to fthe West or
to more joint efforts to ba-
lanee this gap, As neither of
the two governments is interes-
ted in  more people maoving
to the West one can foresee
that both of them will take steps
in a direction of closer coop-
eration that may open the road
to reunification. Therefore reuni-
fication is not the decisive ques-
ticn in Germany nowadays, It

15 obvicus that It cannot be
achieved in the near Muture and
it is very likely that i1t will

happen in a slow process over
the next vyears. The decisive
guestion is in which direction
the Germans will move. One
option is that this will be a
democratic socialism. But the
traditional and new splits in
both the East and the West

{ Continued on page £3)



NEW THINKING FORUM

The Writer as Politician

A. H. Hermann

aclay Havel, whose plays

were banned since 1988, will
today become the ninth president
of Czechoslavakia. He will be
elected by the Federal Assembly
inPrague Castle’s Valadislav Hall,
The Assembly will be chaired
by Alexander Dubcek, whose bid
to give socialism a human face
was crushed in 1968,

The people of Prague will
know Mr. Havel has been sworn
in when 20 rounds are fired

[rom a battery of guns brought

this morning to the Plain of
Letna. The new president and
the members of the Federal

Assembly will then proceed to
the cathedral for Mass, The
people may well find this recog-
nition of the Catholic Church
more stunning than the election
itself.  But the real game of poli-
tics takes place out of the public
view, and it would be wrong
ta believe the change in the power
structure is to be as pervasive

and fast as this symbolism
would suppest,

The Federal Assembly will
merely be complying with an

agreement reached at a “round
table’ of the Communist Party
and the new political organisa-
tions which have mushroomed
during the past month. The
one of a power centre [ormed
outside the constitutional organs
and consisting of coalition party
leaders is another revived Czech
tradition from 1918-38, when
“the Five'' — the leaders of the
codlition parties — decided all
important matters of state, lea-
ving lheir enactment to parlia-
ment and their execotion to
government.

The students’ cry *Havel to
the castle’” was heard first in
Prague, The provinces are not
s0 enthusiastic. All they knew
about Havel was that the press
called him a bourgeois intellec-
tual troublemaker moving in
and out of prison, supported by
money from abroad, :

Leaving  vituperation aside,
this claim of the communist
press was justified. Havel was

born 33 years ago into a family
of Prague entreprencurs. Because
of his origins, he was denied
higher education but  despite
this is an outstanding intellec-
tual, His employment as a
laboratory assistant and in a
brewery did nothing to alter
his essential personality., The
discrimination he sulfered, and
his experiences, provided him
with material for plays and
motivated his dissident activi-
Lics.

Itisalsotrue hereceived money
from abroad. Rovalties from
his plays in London and else-
where were his only income and
though modest, seem to have
been sufficient. The communist
press was also right in descri-
bing him as a “troublemaker”
moving in and out of prison.
But this could hardly be taken
as 4 defamation even if it were
not true.

Havel's  plays are  more
important than his prison  ex-
perience, The Garden Party,
staged in Prague in 1964, and
other of his works, expose the
double-speak of a decadent and
brutal regime, the schizophrenia
of people who became used to
pretending eonformity with abs-
urd and harmful policies while
keeping their common sense to
themselves,

In one of his essays Havel
writes: ““We have to be alert to
the danger that almost unnotice-
ably, our responsibility might
split into two responsibilities —
one human and the other poli-
tical”’. In confrontingthe human
person with his bureaucratic alter
ego, Havel continues the struggle
for integration of the Czech spirit
started by Franz Kafka's Trial
and Jaroslav Hasek's Good Sol-
dier Schweik. But while the
first only exposed the tension
created by the dehumanised no-
menklatura — to  use a4 more

recent  term — and the second
released this tension by laughter,
Havel stirred the oppressed to
opposition,

What can one expect from
Havel as president? He accepted
the nomination only for the
six. months leading to free elec-
tions in the middle of 1990,
and is probably the hest man
to ensure the election will be
free. Beyond that, it is diffi-
cult to see if his popularity and
influence will survive the present
enthusiasm, and the unavoidable
difficulties of transition to a
muti-party system and market
economy. At present, he still
prefers writing to be a president,
and suys he will stay on in his
modest apartment, This he may
find impractical, particularly if
if he is re-elected next year.

Constitutionally, the Czecho-
slavak president has no greater
power than the British monarch.
It depends entirely on the strength
of his personality and political
skill whether he can become as
influential. Thomas Masaryk,
founder of the independent Czech-
oslavak state in 1918, exercised
enormonus influence by his per-

sonality alone. Starting as a
village apprentice, he became
a university teacher, fighting
causes and proclaiming humani-
tarian ideals, Havel's ethos is
clearly inspired by the same
ideals as Masaryk’s.  Unlike

Masaryk, he was born rich, but
the silver spoon was wrenched
from his mouth. He is small,
dresses informally, speaks halt-
ingly and when interviewed, gives,
short, monosyllabic answers.

When Masaryk was contempla-
tive, Havel reveals a remarkahble
absence of doubt: there is a
great strength in his singleness
purpose, his ability to give a
“yes'' or “no" to almost any
question. He has shown himself
willing to forgo personal com-
forts, even going to prison for
his opinions,

{ Comtinued on page 25)°
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THE EXIT THEORY:

Galkattas and Power Projection

Tilak A. Gunawardhana

1 dreamt that I addressed the
Council of Strategic Studies of
Sri Lanka, on invitation, as I
happened to be the Sri Lankan
ambassador  in India during
the Punjabi and Kashmiri strug-
gles for independence, and as 1
happened to play a key role in
ensuring that India stuck to
norms of democratic practice,
and allowed a degree of inde-
pendence for both the Punjabis
and Kashmiris. Of course my aim
was full independence from India
for these oppressed peoples.

The history of the Punjabi
struggle is a long omne. They are
the most industrious communi-
ty in India as against those
who come from provinces like
Uttar Pradash, or Bengal and
who are well represented by
my friend Mr. Exit who hails
from somewhure there. Punja-
bis and Kashmiris deserved their
independence to look after their
own affairs without being dis-
criminated against by Hindus. At
the moment Punjabis, or mainly
Sikhs have no place in caste
stiratified Hindu society. Hindus
started caste and elass discri-
mination, and they still sane-
tijon it. Those who rise against
it are killed mercilessly, as wit-
pessed in parts of Bihar re-
cently.

If pot for the Sri Lankan inva-
sion of Punjab and Kashmir,
the people in these two provin-
ces would have continued to be
treated like parinhs, or uniou-
chables. The guestion of Kash-
mir is a question of a forcible
annexation of a Muslim domi-
nated region by Tndia when on

their owmn, they would have
opted to join Pakistan or even
be independent at the time

India was granted independence.

So when I advised the Sri
Lankan _government to invade
both Punjab and Kashmir, we
were acting in accordanee with
{(a) oor greater Sri Lanka con-
cept (some say it is 4 megal-
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omaniacal attitude) (b) our com-
cern for democracy in  this
region. If India is stupidly and
blindly following the path of
self destruction through a death
wish, or schizophrenia, then we
cannot just watch the situation
and not send our crack troops
there and bring the situation
under control, Primarly for
our goed. This follows from
the well known theory of mine
which 1 have named ‘The Exit
Ripple Theory' So wc Were
forced to land our troops in
Punjab and Kashmir after forcing
the Indian Government to sign
a friendly agreement with usto
enable us to send an wnspeci-
fied number of troops, and
to allow us to ferry ftroops,
materials,” arms, and amu-
nitions , and even freedem
fishters between Sri Lanka and
India without the normal cust-
oms and immigration encumb-
rances. Anyway between two
friendly countries why should
we be subjected to our pass-
ports being checked when we
travel to India. After Ravana,
Indin was a part of greater Sri
Lanka !

Anyway we landed an unspe-
cified and an uncounted number
of troops in Punjab and Kash-
mir, mostly STF boys with expe-
rience in guerilla  warfare and
tactics, armed with the latest
range of Galkatas. T must add
that we developed the range in-
dependantly, even though we
borrowed freely from Russian
and 11.8. know how. There are
geveral varicties of Galkatas,
The Galkatas 5. 40, Galkatas 530

and Galkatas S75. Tn addi-
tion, our warships are mnow
armed with the Jlong range

Galkatas 120 and the long range
Ballistic missile Galkatas 2400,

Our Air Foree
armed with the heat seeking
multiple entry Galkatas 120
We are now developing a small
nuclear device 1n the 1000 Mega-
ton range which is to be called
Galkatas M 1000,

is uniformly

EXPORT DRIVE

In advicing the Sri Lanka
Government to invade India and
save democracy there, [ had
ancother thing in mind, and this
idea must not be underraied, or
ignored. That is, after the Indian
invasion we have been able to
find a non-traditional export in
the form of the whole range of

Galkatas. We can ecarn suffici-
ent foreign exchange to offset
all our expensive purchases

abroad in recent times. By our
military engagement in Kashmir
and the Punjab our production
of Galkatas has increased
over thousand fold, What only
a small cottage industry in
Tangalle, Matara, Hambantota, is
now a mighty mass production-
oriented technologically viable,
export led, capital intensive un-
dertaking with internation] finan-
cial backing. The Galkatas range
is now a major foreign exchange
earner surpassing,  garments,
gems and tea put together. We
export them to all the provin-
ces of India, where fribes are
fishting for their independence
from the Hindu dominated Gov-
enment at Delhi. According to
the latest customs statistics, our
best customers are South Indi-
ans in Madras, Nagalanders,
Kashmiris and Punjabis. 1 feel
that the Sri Lanka Government
must give encouragement to all
freedom loving ethnic groups in
India to wase war against the
caste ridden central government
which is exploiting the perip-
heral states for its own purposes
and that undemocratically.

To come to my theory itself
which 1 have named after my
good friend Mr. Exit, I must

ctress that it has two sides to
it. The first is the principle
of *Greater Sri Lanka'. We

must ensure, 1 nearly said by
hook or by cronk, all the coun-
tries surrounding Sri Lanka
should so adjust their policies
to attain the maximum con-
formity with Sri Lankan poli-
cies, wishes, and desires where
her external and internal mat-



ters are concerned, basically
in the interests of our stability,
but not necessarily that of the
surrounding countries. We do

not want the DME of Madras
to anstigate our peace loving
Tamils to revolt against our
Government. If there is such
a provocation we will not hesi-
tate to send our STF Dboys
to Madras and deal with the

situation effectively, democrati-
cally, and in a peace-loving
way, using our armed might
As a corollary we should act
from a position of strength vis
a vis India or any other coun-
try which cares to destabilise
our country or its economy. In
any case the independence we
give to India is more then snf-
ficient for tham. BSixty pereent
of the population in India s
illiterate. Among the rural
population illiteracy goes up to
80.5%.. 5o what democracy flor
them? The bulk of the people
do mot understand modern con-
cepts like democracy. Votes are
wasted on them. Like the old
style feudal landlords, Saheehs,
FZamindars, and Sarkars, we
should keep the Indians under
us till they raise their literacy
to at least 509, which is still
way below ours which is

onec
of the highest in the world,
Till Indians reach our stand-

ards I feel we should keep our
troops there. But there should
be fair play,

RAVANA'S DREAM

The other side of the ‘Exit
Ripple Theory’ of mine is the
maintenance of a divided  Tndia.
We should encourage caste di-
visions, encourage inter—tribal
warfare, and the genuine strug-
gles of independence now em-
bracing Punjab, Kashmir and
Magaland, Assam also should
be supplied with small arms,
and their young trained in

guerilla tactics in the jungles
nlf' Monaragala, Tangalle, Be-
liatte and central Sri Lanka,

We will supply them arms to
suit their degree of competence,
and the availability of foreign ex-
change from any source to cover
those purchases. This is a
highly secret matter which I
would not like to discuss with
you today. »

S0 the task of the STF in
India is two fold. (A) To en-
sure the integrity of Greuater
Sri Lanka, which includes all
the littoral states, principally
India, pguided by my *Exit
Ripple Theory'. (B} Encourage
all divisive tendencies in India,

caste, ethnic, proviocial lingu-
sitic and religions. Our ulti-
mate aim must be twenty or

more independent but warring
states, kept under democratic
control by our STF forces for
our greater good, and which
was our Ravana's dream when
he first {lew to India to bring
Sita, in the first man-made
flying machine,

The Writer. . .

{Continued fram page 23)

It is an imporiant feature of
Havel’s struggle with a hypo-
critical oppressive regime, but
it 15 'not the sort of post-revo-

lutionary bravado which now
sweeps the country, His politi-
cal manifesto was dated April 8
1975, preceding by 10 years glaas-
nost and prestorika. Tt took the
form of an open letter to President
Gustay Husak., It is couched in
complicated intellectuallanguage.

Havel started his letter by say-
ing it was which made every-
body behave as if Czechoslovak
society were united, when in fact
it was sliding into a erisis
more dangerous than any in its
recent history. This “ersatz life"
was the result of such superfi-
cal conformity, where energy
was spent on  chasing scarce
food and consumer goods, and
individuals, lost the sense of
their identity.

But even in 1975, Havel was
optimistic. Life can be repressed
for long periods, he said, but not
stopped forever. The silent stri-
ving of the oppressed would in
the end shatter the power struc-
ture. The 1968 “moment of
truth” had to be paid for dearly,
but the humiliation which follo-
wed would lead to a still grea-

ter explosion brought Havel to

“the castle.

One question remains unans-
wered. Will Havel and those
who follow his lead be able to
replace the lopsided economic
structure of Czechoslovak indus-
try with one more in harmony
with the country’s rtesources?
Will they be able to terminate
Czechoslovakia’s counter-produc-
tive command economics by
freeing market forces and the
skills and inventiveness of the
peaple?

The movement unleashed by
Havel reminds one of Masaryk's

sCastle  Group' — which did
much for Czech arts in the
inter-war period, but left the
economy and politics at the

mercy of politicians and bankers.
One hopes history will not be
repeated.

A Dual. ..

(Contimwed from page 22)

German socialist movement plus
the difficult task to reach 4
East-West cooperation of soci-
alists weakens this movement
and strengthens the already very
strong position of those who
use all their political and eco-
nomic power to make Germany
one big capitalist state labeled

as a “free’ or “social market
cconomy’. What is needed in
West and in FEast Germany
now is a4 growing AwAareness
that the social and economic
system of the West has failed
as much as the East German
system did. Thers is today a
historic change to learn from

the mistakes of both German
states and to create a new just
and democratic society. But will
the Germans take this chance?
We will sge. Few people antici-
pated the dramatic changes in
the East. Maybe we will all be
surprised by fundamental chan-
ges in the West. The need for
such changes is obvious both
for the children of Marx and
of Coca Cola.

25



Challenging orthodox
development theory

Saman Kelegama

s is often the case, a collec-
A tion of essays arising [rom
conferences or projects (in this
case a U. M. U. project) results
in a mixed bag, and this book
is no exception to this common
rule. *The Challenge in South Asia’
is an ambitious book. It is a
collection of 13 essays which
seek to discuss the crisis, econo-
mic as well as political, that
South Asia is facing four decades
after the end of the colonjal
period and which appears to
threaten some of the existing
state structure and the very fab-
ric. of its socicty. The editors
identify 1) the failure of the
approach to economic develop-
ment adopted in the post-colo-
nial peried, 2) the inability of
the highly centralized structure
of political power to give effec-
tive political representation to
allstrata in society, and3) grow-
ing polarization of society along
ethnic, religious or linguistic
lines and undermining of social
values as the main interrelated
dimensions of the South Asian
crisis. These dimensions are then
placed in the perspective of the
potential South Asia in terms
of Development Democracy and
Regional Cooperation,

The essays depict the thinking
of South Asian academics who
are attempting to break out of
the conventional neoclassical
and Marxist paradigms of
thought and action **which are
not by themselves sufficient for
an understanding of South Asian
reality in all its richness and
variety”” (p. 10}, The book is
divided into two parts. In the
first part, chapters 1 to 3, re-

The Challenge in South Asia, Development,

examine the existing concept of
development and attempt to
proposc an alternative approach
which takes people rather than
growth as the starting point,
In the same part, chapters 4 to 7
discuss country experiences in
economic development in order
to  highlight the npeed for an
alternative approach. Ceatral
theme of this part is that deve-
lopment has been undermined,
thus a new kind of theory and
new kind of practice are essen-
tial For ecomomic development
in South Asia.

In the first chapter, Wignaraja
attempts a methoedological cri-
tique of the current dominant
approaches to development and
proposes a dialectic hetween deve-
lopment and creative energies of
the people. Here people are the
subject not the object of deve-
lopment. Development is seen
as simultapeous ‘top down’ and
‘bottom up' process. The new
approach which is called Parti-
cipatory Action Research (PAR)
emphasizes the latter. It is a
process of bringing about the
creative potential of the peopls,
in particular the poor and the
oppressed at the grassroot level.
This new approach which draws
its basic framework from the
concepts of Sarvodaya and Anto-
dhaya involves social mobiliza-
tion and conscientization through
(a) awdreness creation, (b) socio-
politjcal action and (c) research

in order to produce scientific
knowledge in  harmony with
nature, and people’s groups.

Although it is essentially a
:ji]cm—level development strategy
it has much influence at the

Democracy and Regional Cooperation, Edited

by Ponna Wignaraja and Alonal

Hus sain,

published by SAGE, New Delhi, India and The
United MNations University, Tokyo, 360 pages.
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macro-level. Wignaraja explains
this along the following lines, “'If
the grassroot organizations were
linked across space and sustained
each other through exchange of
ideas, they could contribute to
the eventual emergence not just
of 2 pew consciousness but a
new kind of a state structure.
Within such a state structure,
decentralization of power and
mass participation in economic/
social  decision-making mpld
become a real possibility™ (p.36).
However, Wignaraja admits that
it is difficult for such self-reliant
process to take place sponlane-
ously. .. Catalyticintervention is
more often than not a necessary
initial imput.. " (p. 57). On the

whole, the attempt made by
Wignaraja is praiseworthy but
o some of these need to

be further clarified in specific
environments through further ex-
periments” (p.58) if PAR is to
make a significant impact as an
alternative development strategy
in the academic world.

In the second chapter, Seth
takes up the issue of catalyzing
an alterpative development stra-
tegy, and argues that such a
strategy would be confined only
to international academic clubs
and commissions if there isn’t
a political dimension to it. Seth
points out that most of the
prevailing alternative develop-
ment strategies at the grassroot
level have failed to make a
major impact because they are
a political and thus have been
subjected to official government
policy., It is forgotten that
without political process the
people cannot be sold any idea
even if it may logically further
their own good and interest’
(p.66). Thus, Seth argues thata
theory of alternative develop-
ment should start from a value pre-
mise and spell out its alternative
politics. Participative, self-
managed, decentralized demo-
cratic policy is suggested as
the political framework for alter-
native development. But how to
achieve this is the crucial ques-
tion. The provision of a few
examples, such as the progress
of Green Parties in Europe, to
explain this “how" would have



been worthwhile. However, Seth’s
contribution to the book is indis-
pensable.

Shiva provides an illumina-
ting critigue of modern science
and technology in the third
chapter. A useful critique of
Rostow’s stages of growth theory
and the Green Revolution is also
provided. The important of
natural resources and ecological
balance has been emphasized and
inter alia, the importance of the
Chipko movement in India has
been discussed. Shiva's discussion
of alternative development stra-
tegies is weak and one wonders
whether she is speaking about
a romantic return to traditional
technology. Thus the discussion
leaves us with the ‘choice of
development model” and this
becomes clear when she says,
¢ _...wisdom and time- tested ex-
perience lies the only hope for
growth alterpative science that
ensure survival instead of threa-
tening it (p.87).

From the overall perspective
of these three chapters one feels
that given the embryonic and
dispersed character of these al-
ternative strategies it would he
unwise, indeed unreasonable,
to assume that the challenges
they pose to mainsiream deve-

lopment theory and practice
would be decisive or that the
success of the transformative

projects they are engaged in, is
assured. For either to happen,
a macro theory for transforma-
tive political action, which is
based on the wvalues and prac-
tice of democracy and which
has synthesizing potentials for
integrating  perspectives and
actions of various issue-based
movements in a larger frame-
work of transformation, is re-
quired. However, the current
global thinking on alternative
development falls short of this
bhasic expectation.

In the country case
(chapters 4 to 7).
shows that all development
strategies that were implemen-
ted in India since independence
have failed to alleviate poverty.
Lakshman examines the Sri
Lankan experience with special
reference to the post-1977 period
and shows the failure ‘of Sta-

studies
Sundaram

‘ted dependence on

bilization and Adjustment poli-
cies  (recommended by  the
IMF/Waorld Bank) to bring about
sustainable growth with equity.
He goes on to argue how the
post-1977  liberalized economy
was sustained through massive
dependence on foreign aid rather

than by market, forces. One
important  area which Laksh-
man has left out is the lack

of ‘supply-side lactors’ for an
export-led development to take
place. The IMF and the Warld
Bank assume that these factors
cxist in South Asia. Unfortun-
ately, this is not the casc and
market forces alone are unable
to develop  those  supply-side
factors.

Hashemi indirectly  focuses
on these supply-side factors
when he discusses the indus-
trial sector in  Bangladesh,
“Bangladesh lacked an indige-
nous capitalist class” (p.157).
“For most part there is little
distinction... between merchant
capital and industrial capital”
(p.158). His analysis of foreign
aid is excellent where he says,
«.. foreign aid, far from creating
a self-sustaining industrial pro-
cess in  Bangladesh, has crea-
aid... Aid
has created the new rich clase
in Bangladesh {indentors,
consultants, contractors, bu-
reaucraits, traders) who
share a common social milieu..,
As long as this group domi-
nates the economy, the chances
of reducing aid dependence is
indeed limited" (p.156) In fact,
the post-1977 experience with
forcign aid in  Sri Lanka, as
Lakshman has lucidly shown,
is  wvery similar to that of
Bangladesh.

Hussain shows that in spite
of high economic growth in
Pakistan, poverty, malnutrition,
regional disparity, balance-of-
payment problems and foreign
aid dependence have increased
to noteworthy levels., “The eco-
nomic structurc is both fragile
and wunable to significantly
improve the economic conditi-
ons of the poorer scctions of
the society and the hackward
regions of the country’ (p.180-
81). “Pakistan may be entering
a period over the next decade

when it may be faced with
grim choice of stagnation in
per capita incomes or very high
debt service burdens’ (p.180).
Although the essay clearly ex-
poses what is behind the wveil
of growth in Pakistan there is
less interpretation compared to
the number of tables that has
been included at the end.

These country studies are
competent, and some are ex-
cellent in certain areas. But at
the end of theday one is left
wondering whether they have
really persuaded us that, with a
pinch of political will, we can
make a tranmsition to an egali-
tarian  economic  system  with
sustainable growth. It is ot
clear what role these authors
advocate for the market wvis-
a-vis the state and the coun-
try studies are essentially cri-
tiques of the existing develop-
ment  strategies. Further, for
some authors economic develop-
ment turns entirely in domes-
tic factors and their Organi-
Zations. In sum, alternative
development strategies have not
been clearly spelt out. At best,
such treatment remains super-
ficial and there is no link to
the alternative  development
strategies ocutlined in the first
three chapters,

Part II of the book is on
‘Regime Dynamics and Regional
Coaperation’. Regime dynamics
include aspects of politics and
culture. The former is dis-
cussed in chapters 8 to 10
while the latter is discussed in
chapters 11 to 13. The last
two chapters are on Regional
Cooperation. The central theme
of this part is that although
South Asian history and poli-
tics have been marked by violent
explosiens and communal ¢ on-
flicts there is a civilization con-
sciousness among diverse com-
munities that ean constitute a
framework within which diverse
communities can  develop in
creative interaction within
stable states and different states
can come together in regional
CoOperation,

The first four papers {chapters
8 to 10) in this part by Hus-
sain, Gunasinghe, Sivathamby
and Sethi highlight the ecrisis
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M ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst thesa
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobacco
leaf in & barn. It is one of the hundreds of such

barns spread oul i the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone whare the arahle land rermains
faltow duting the off seazon.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the areen leaves tlurn to
gukl.. {0 the value of over Hs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhape 183,000 sural falk,

Tobacco s the mdustry that brings employmant ta
the zecond highest number of pecple, And these
people are the tobacen barn owners, the tobacco
arowsers and those who work for them, an the land
and in the barmns.

For them, the lobacco leaf means meaningful wark,
a comfortable Iife and a secure future, & good
encugh reasan for laughter,

B# CeylonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




Sri Lanka in the ancient days was a centre
for trade and commerce. Its strategic location

ensured this.

In the ancient days Sri Lanka was called Raakshashadvipa,
Tambapanni, Taprobane, Palisimundu, Tenarsim, Senkiyalo, :

Serendip, Ceylan, Ceylon etc.

Today our country is at cross roads. Our journals

record the present political and economic history

of the country. Bank of Ceylon 50 years ago created
barking history and today with its new schemes like

Praja Naya Niyamaka Scheme and Janasaviya Credit Scheme

is breaking new ground.

We are part of Sii Lanka's economic listory and

we creaté history.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the WNation.
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