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OIL TO COST MORE ?

Following the developmenis
in the Middle East, the Ceylon
Petrofeum  Corporation  will
have to take a closer look
at fts petroleum tariffs if it
is to remain viable, & CPC
official said. Existing stocks
will fast a few months,

"We will never go dry, but
prices may increase”, a spokes-
man safd.

AID PLEDGED

After briefing leaders in
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia
and Brunei on the internal
situation in Sri Lanka, Foreign
Minister Harold Herat said
that they had pledged aid to
Sri Lanks.

These [feaders had been
convinced of the anti-demo-
cratic aims of the LTTE and
had  expressed satisfaction
about  government policies,
the Minister said.

PLACES FOR

REFUGEES
Tamil Nadu will provide
higher education opportunities
for Sri Lankan refugees. The
TN government has instructed
educational institutions to set
aside 20 places in the MEBS
course and 40 in polytechnic

‘and engineering courses.

SLFP STANDS BY

DEVOLUTION
The SLFP stood by s
commitment to  devolution
pledged in the five-party

Democratic People’s Alliance
before the 1988 presidential
efection. Mr. Anura Bandara-
naike told a public meeting
after he returned with the
parlfamentary defegation which
visited fndia.
Indiz was not
incentives to Srf Lankan
refugees arriving in [India,
cantrary to statements in the
press, an Indian High Commis-
sion release in Colombo sajid.
Humanitarian assistance was
being provided to refugess
immediately on arrival and
during their stay in India, as
had been done in the past.
This couwld no way be termed
incentives, the release said.

providing

P.R.1.O. REPORT

We regrer thar we cannof  publish
another instalment of the PRIO report
presented by Mr. Neville Javaweera
fo o teminar fn O8LO on the Sri
Lankan situation and atrended- by a
large mumber of Sei Lankans,  wany
invited by PRIC, rogether with aco-
demics,  Norwegian officials, represen-
tatives from NGO's cic.

After we hoad published  three  ex-
fensive excerpls, on July I, July 13,
and  Awg. 1, and hed planned o
“eontfoue’ dofne 1o, as readers wonld
fave noted, we received o telegram
Sfrom a “STEINER"™ of FRIQ *siron-
giy** abjecting te our use of the
report.

In the past, we fave puablished
ERIO repores, particularly these con-
cerning Srf Lanka.  Suech  marerial
has been pasted 1o us, We have pre-
simted vhat  this  material  has  been
mailed fo wx by, or on the insteue-
tipns af  Dr. Kwwar  Rupasingha,
PRIO Divector and the very active
orgnaizer of consulttaions on Sri Lanka.
dppreciating fis more than acodemic
fmrerest e SPl Lankan  seciety  and
politics, we have published much of
the marterial. No complaints, no pro-
rests, mo telezrams have reached s,
Ko we wander why Me/Ms Steinar
should send nr a telegram six
weeks after our  fnitfel  instalment
from the PRIO report, when we were
planning to give our readers the con-
clucling  chaprers of  thizs  selfsame
report! [ ft foaks a marter tmore for
fnvestigarive fowrnalism than 'research™

— Ed,

aVEF

BRIEFLY

@ 5ri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress  Leader W, H, M. Ash-
roff made a public appeal to
the nation’s Muslims to re-
main calm and not resort to
any form of wviolence over
the spate of killings in the
Eastern Province.

Mr Ashroff said that he
was also appealing to *all
those Muslims who support
the povernment to make it
move promptly and meaning-

fully in the wutterly urgent
need for immediate and
adequate security to protect

Muslims lives and homes which
were mercilessly ravaged by
the Tigers™.

@ CPresident Premadasa as-
sured a delegation of Muslim
parliamentarians, Muslim par-
ty leaders and heads of
Muslim national organisations
thut the government would
ensure adequate security mea-
sures for Muslim villages with
immediate effect.

@ Mr Ranjan Wijeratne,
State Minister for Defence
told newsmen that he was

not  interested any more in
a demilitarized zone around
the Jaffna Fort and the hos-
pital as the LTTE was con-
tinuing to kill civilians.

Although the government
had not dropped the idea he
was oot willing to discuss a
demilitarized zone, the min-
ister said.

(Continued on page 24)
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VIOLENCE :

A Fragmentation Bomb

Mervyn de Silva

he East is red, The East

is 429 Tamil, 33% Muslim,
25% Sinhalese. While the North
may be the Tamil heartland,
the “traditional homeland” or
“Eelam™ concept has always
had a mueh wider territorial
embrace — the North-East in
short, And this despite Ampara
which is predominaatly Sinhala.
But then the proponents of “Eel-
am’ would argue that it was
“Amparai”® before it became
Ampara, to be immediately and
fiercely challenged by another
school of historians who will
prove the contrary, that Ampara
was originally Sinhala,

The issue is not homeland
but land, and the land that was
a rice bowl, and has once more
become the preen [ields of the
east, thanks to high-cost irriga-
tion projects, largely finapced
by foreign donors, directly or
through the massive World Bank
sponsored Mahaveli scheme, So,
people and land,

And lapguage. There is no
logical basis for a North-East
merger today than the linguis-

tic link between the Tamils and
the Muslims — the Muslims be-
ing Tamil-speakers, (Many Mus-
lims also speak Sinhala but it
i5 NOT their main mode of
communication as Sinhala, in-
disputably is for the Muslim
in the seven Sinhala—dominated
provinces,

Muslim support was indispen-
sable, and the fact of cultural
convergence (Tamil) was the
main plank of a credible, viable
case for a “north-east region”,
enjoying maximum autonomy
within a united, sovereign Sri
Lanka. But as the Tamil move-
ment was gradually transformed
from ¢federalism” to *“Eelam-
ism', and from parliamentary

politics to extra—parliamentary
activism, and such activism, con-
fronted by the State's coercive
apparatus, was steadily conver-
ted to armed struggle, the East-
ern province Muslim was “‘cought
in the crossfire”, metaphorical-
ly and then literally., Life it-
self was at stake; not just eco-
nomic interest, electoral influ-
ence or culiural identity.

If the +‘East’ was the- issue,
the East also became the main
battleground.

Simple arithmetic (a third of
the province) has already made
the Muslim, the smallest group
nationwide, conscious of his stre-
ngth AND weakness. The stren-
gth lay in the numbers game
of parlidmentary or provincial
polls. Or the simplest numbers
game of all, after the Indo-Sri
Lanka Peace Accord, a referen-
dum in the East after one year
to decide the fate of the tem-
porarily merged MNorth-East,
Does the Muslim use his unigue
position as the decisive, balan-
cing factor to.extract political
concessions (i.e. sharing of pow-
er and perks) and, if so, from
whom. The Tamils or the Sin-
halese? Who will give the bet-
ter deal? Perhaps the Sinhal-
ese, Lhe smallest of the three
communities and thus likely to
offer more, with the additional
advantage of exercising power
at the Centre, Colombo.

MUSLIM MOBILISATION

In any case, whatever the
tactical choice, the Muslims have
to be united in order tospeak

with one voice, and negotiate
from a position of strength,
Muslim mobilisation meant the

assertion of a distinetive iden-
tity; an identity that made the
Tamil-speaking Muslim a ‘sep-
arate’ community. There was

NEWS
BACKGROUND

one obvious agent of mobilisa-
tion — religion; Islam the dyna-
mic force in this ‘age of iden-
tity', certainly from the Iranian
Revolution of 1979 i.e. the 807s.

Tamil parliamentarism had its
last dying gasp with the DDC
polls, the Presidential election
fa large wote for the SLFP's
Hector Kobbekaduwe) the Re-
ferendum and the July 1983 anti-
Tamil riots in the South, more
organised than  spontancous,
Eelam militancy takes over from
Tamil Parliamentarism as the
TULF leaders, including the
Leader of the Opposition, go
into exile, politically and phy-
sically,

The East, the main battle-
field, gets redder. The East is
militarised, with all the counter-
insurgency ‘expertise’ concentra-
ted in the East— pew State
militia such as the 8. T.F. as-
sisted by international expertise.
In the run-up to the ‘Accord’
and the TPKF, (1983-87) the fol-
lowing trends bscome incresa-
singly evident and assertive: the
re—shaping of the Muslim iden-
tity with Islam as the instru-
ment, the advent of new poli-
tical and politico-military for-
mations, the JIHAD, the Muos-
lim Congress, more East-based
than national, the spread of
weapons, and intensified mili-
tarisation, and a more complex,
confusing pattern of alignments,
more shadowy than recognisable,

Enter the IPKF, Iits sheer
weight begins to tell in the
MNorth, and the *Tigers' flee in-
to the jungles, with the IPKF
transforming itsell from peace-
keeper to army of occupation.
Inm a more complex East how-
ever, the IPKF itself has to
adjust jtsell to a different poli-
tical-military challenge. The In-
dians quickly spot the relative
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autonomy of the Muslim factor
—a Muslim Brigadier becomes
the TPKF’s operational head in
the East,

MASSACRES

What then is the background
to the pgruesome massacres com-
mitted by the *Tigers' in the
East, North-East, North Central?

(1) The IPKF, starting with
6,000, went up to 60,000, backed
up by weaponry that we can-
not possibly buy. So the IPKF
could pursue a ‘saturation stra-
tegy’’, a military option not
available to the SL Army. Divert
und disperse is the LTTE stra-
tegy — divert attention, disperse
the SL Army, especially in
the, present army build-up for
a combined assault on Jaffna.
A concentrated effort would not
be possible if the Army’s man-
power has to be dispersed over
a wider area.

() No civilian is any long-
el immune — civilians for civi-
lians. Sinhalese, Tamils, Mus-
lims,

(3) Cause panic, provoke in-
cidents that would increase poli-
tical

pressure on  the govern-
ment.

(4) Create tensions between
Sinhalese and Muslims, Mus-
lims and Tamils. Controlling
mob  violence would mean a

dispersion and dissipation of
army-government resources.

(5) Intelligence is a more vital
need in low-intensity econflict
than in conventional warfare,

The Muslims speak Tamil, and |

thus can pick up “intelligence’”
better than the Sinhalese.

(6) Imcrease the refugee flow
to incite opinion in Tamilnadu,
forcing Tamilnadu to put pres-
sure on Delhi,

(7) Civilian casualties would
also invite international atten-
tion and therefore diplomatic

pressure from gquarters that are

now, basically, sympathetic to
Colombo  than in the pre-1987
“I.R." period.

{8) Use the hbeseiged Fort,

with its 250 army-police, host-
ages, as a political-diplomatic
lever,

What do we witness — armed
violence, militarisation, com-
munity as vietim, all civilians
as targets — fragmentation.

4

TAMIL STRATEGY:
Making “Eelam” viable ?

Amita Shastri

reviously, the greatest weak-
Pncss in the Tamil argument
for o separate state had been its
lack of a viable econpomic base.
The Morth and East were “perip-
heral” or **backward” compared
to  the “forward" southwest
of the island. This shortfall
seems to have been overcome
by the early 1970s. The rural
areas ol the north and particu-
larly the east had emerped as
important paddy producing re-
gions. The smallholders in the
Jaffna region had emergsed as
important producers of chillies
and onions. Indeed, the locus
of development in agriculture
had shifted to the Dry Zone,
and by the beginning of the
19705 Trincomalee was recog-
nized as holding the key to the
next stage of indostrialization,
which would be export based.

As the leading and most pub-
lic proponent of the separate
state of Eelam at the time, the
secretary-general of the TULF,
A, Amirthalingam, argued in an
interview with the author in
1981, the Tamil areas had paddy,
fish, and — given suitable poli-
cles — various subsidiary crops
for consumption and for trade.
He asserted that the traditional
lack of modern industry in the
north and east was no longer
an insuperahle hurdle to modern
statehood. Tt could be overcome
by developing an industrial pro-
cessing zome at Trincomalee,
which would offer avenues for
investment to local capital de-
rived from agriculture and exis-
ting business and trade. The
Tamils were already Thighly
skilled and well entrenched in
business and trade, and their
talents and ecapital would be
available and able to develop
in the new state, Their highly
skilled and educated vouth

(The author fs  Associate Professor of
Political Science, San  Francisco  Stale
Univ.)

would find lucrative employment
not only in managing the new
industries but also in adminis-
tering the new state. Foreign
capital, foreign technology, and
expatriate capital from the subs-
tantial Sri Lankan Tamil dias-
pora in- the advanced industrial
countries would help to setup
not oniy the industries in the
processing zone but also the
advanced infrastructure like tele-
communications and airports
that were required to rtun a
modern state, Most important,
the new government would be
free to mobilize revenue and
dircet expenditure for the bene-
fit of the loecal region and its
population, Equally important,
it would be free tonegotiate
with and procure funding from
foreign sources as an indepen-
dent state,

Thus, derived from material
conditions, the concept of Eelam
had developed until it seemed
economically viable to its pro-
ponents. The scope of support
for the establishment of Eelam,
however, varied within the re-
gion, and the Batticaloa district
in the EP, which had the lar-
gest  concentration of Tamils
and had seen the least expen-
diture of government funds,
formed strongholds of support
for the separatist cause. Its
most adamant and vehement
supporters, symbolized by the
militants, were drawn from Jaff-
na lower-middle-class youths,
who had the least to lose in
economic and politicl terms in
a struggle for the proposed state.
They also advocated a more
“socialist”  equalilarian  model
for the new state (LTTE 1983
and 1984). Backing them with
some  ambivalence were the
Tamil upper and middle classes
in the north and east: lawyers
landlords, businessmen, and pro-
fessionals who backed the TULF.
they had to be pushed by the
radical-youth wing to demand



a separatc state and consistenly
sought to effect a compromisc
sort of separation — in  effect.
they sought to usc the threat as
bargaining lever with the central
government., Despite their def-
fercnces, however, they conti-
nued to speak publicly for and
be identified with the separa-
tist demand and did not disown
their association with the mili-
tants. A significant segment of
the Tamil lower classes, **mino-
rity” castes, and estate Tamils
in the NP also supported Eelam
in 1977. As in all nationalist
movements, popular’ discourse
and rhetoric welded the various
groups by emphasizing the dis-
crimination they experienced as
Tamils and the “honor™ that
would be theirs in a separate
state of their own,

To a nonpartisan but know-
ledgeable observer, the concep-
tion of Eelam involved various
economic and polirical problems,
and it is not being propagated
or justified here. The lack of
a clear geographical boundary
between the proposed states
would make the establishment
and defense of an international
boundry a contentious issue,
Another problem was the loca-
tion of the river heads and
reservoirs required to supply the
irrigation needs of the proposed
state: they would lie outside
the central highlands. The in-
termixture of ethnic populations
posed another formidable prob-
lem. A quarter of the Sri Lan-
kan Tamil population lived in
Sinhalesec areas, and the EP had
a significant population of Sin-
halese and Muslims, The estate
Tamils were concentrated in the
central highlands and in Colo-
mbo. The migration and ex-
change of populations between
the two states, once Eelam was
formed, would carry a heavy
price tag in the extant environ-
ment of ethnic hostility and
violence. Whether the minority
populations that chose to remain
in each
tain justice wus another open
question. Muslims in in the
EP were sympathetic to the de-
mand lor greater regional auto-

of the states could at--

nomy but not sanguine about
acquiring it under the hegemo-
ny of Tamils, despite the latter’s
assuracces. Above all, as events
have proved, the success of
efforts to translate Eelam from
ideology to reality would depend
on a different and wider set of
factors: the relative strenpgths of
the propomenis of the concept
and their opponent (the Sinha-
lese—dominated povernment at
Colombao); regional geopolitics;

and the larger play of power
in the international arena.
The Tamils have hed strong
support from the neighbouring
Indian state of Tamil MNaduo and
from the government of India
for their attempts to achieve
greater justice and autonomy
for the Tamils in- Sri’ Lanka.

However, belonging te the in-
ternational community and sen-
sitive to fissiparous movements
within its own borders, India
has canpsistently stopped short
of support for aseparate state.
Under the Indo-Sri Lanka
accord in 1987, India attempted
to implement just such a policy
and posed a mortal threat to
the most militant of the sepa-
ratist groups (the LTTE) in the
process.

What necds to  be noted,
however, is that the concept of
Eclam was intimately rooted in
both the development and the
discrimination experienced by
the region and its population.
The development of the region
demonstrated to  Tamils its
potential for economic growth
and opportunity. ‘The manner
in which that development was
being effected, through the
instrumentalities of the unitary
state and majority rule consali-
dated in ethnic terms, made
them acutely aware that they
would not be share holders in
this development but would be

its casualties. Although their
declining stake in the system
explains their alienation from

it and their acceptance of the
separatist option, the region’s
perceived potential for develop-
ment provided a strong, intense
motivation to siruggle for the
goal of a separate state.

The otherwise inexplicable
insistence of Tamils on a uni-
fication of the NP and EP in
any scheme becomes understand-
able once the topography, ire-
nds, and productive potential
of these regions are understood,
intertwined as they have been
until now with the concentra-
tion of power in the unitary
center. From the Tumil point
of view (as articulated prima-
rily by middle-class Jaffna
Tamils), much of the EP would
have to be administered jointly
with the NP if any regionali-
zation of power and status were
to be economically wviable and
safe from tampering by the
Sinhalese majority. Such a
unit would assure a viable cco-
nomic space for the continua-
tion of Tamil language and
culture and be significant eno-
ugh to influence the govern-
ment at Colombo. Conseguently,
proposals that offered a devo-
lution of authority to the
Tamils in the NP but left its
long-term relationship with the
EP undecided, as the Indo-Sri
Lanka accord did, fell short in
the view of core Tamil milita-
nts. Any lasting settlement on
the issue will have to 1ake
this view into account.

To return to theoretical mat-
ters, although the region itself
remained agricultural and *“back-
ward'' in relation to the more
industrialized, economically ac-
tive, and *forward' southwest,
the characteristics and dynamics
governing this <“backwardness”
were no lopger the same. It
was suffused with a quickening
pace of change and develop-
ment. The situation provided
the potential for this region to
become a *“*forward” one — in
which members of the «for-
wardelite of Jaffna could find
avenues for employment and
mobility commensurate to their
potential and aspirations. This
demonstrated potential for a
“backward™ region to becomea
“forward” one if freed from
unfavorable asymmetries in the
instituted structure of power
formed a critical element imn
the process of positive counter-
identity formation in the seces-
sionist movement.



Conversations with J.R. [3]

D.S., the greatest;
N.M. the ablest

[J.R. talking to the Editor of the L.G.]

De Silva:

Sir, you just mentioned 'D.5.,
and | noted that your tone chan-
ged slightly. . . what wasit? A
remotenass, detachment, awe. . !

J4.R: Respect. . . Utmost respect,
Q. But you knew hlm as a young
man. ..may be as a Minister but
still quite a young man, and he
was the Grand Old Man, wasn't

he 1

A. Sir Baron was the Grand Old
Man to us.,.D. 5 Sepanayake
was our Leader...no guestion
about that, ., , but he was also my
friend’s father. . .

Q. Friend's,,.?

A. Dudley's father. . that’s how
I regarded him, though T was, as
you say, picked as a Minister.

@. How would you rate him,
now. ..! | mean not about poli-
cies or political issues but as a
politician, a political leader a
national figure. . . ?

A, There's no doubt in my mind
on that, . .He is No. 1, the grea-
test leader, we had. . . & towering
personality, and not merely be-
cause of his extraordinary phy-
sigue. . .

Q. Then what? What special
quality made hlm a man of such
stature In your eyes ?

A. Unerring instinct, . .what is
the problem he would ask, and
once you explained, he may ask a
few more questions, and then the
decision’ will be made. .. the
answer will be given. Simple, and
strajght. . .

G, Even in the matter of
Finance. . .you were. . .

£

A. Yes, as Minister of Finance,
John Exter, who was Governer of
the Central Bank went to see the
Old Man before we went to
London, . .It was to be my first
meeting with Stafford Cripps. . .
as a Minister, it was also my
first visit to London to discuss a
matter of special importance to
this country, as an independent
country . .. We were to discuss
our Sterling Assets, their future,
and the Dollar Pool. Britain had
kept our earnings in their banks
and used to treat them as theirs. .
I mean use both the pounds and
the dollars ., . .

Q. And so?

A. Sowewentto DS for ins-
tructions. And he asked one
question . .. To whom does the
moncy belong 7 We replied that
it belongs to us. And he said
*Then get it back™, . .

@. That wasall?

A. No.. .we had to explain to
him, that Britain may say ‘no’ or
ask for time or some other ar-

rangement. When we explained
all that, he really shocked us by
saying *“Then leave the Com-
monwealth'. . .

As it happened, there was no
serious difficulty in getting con-
tral of our Sterling and Dollar
reserves. .

But D.5. impressed J.R. on
another, and far more exciting
issue, J.R. and Dudley who had
an anti-imperialist, anti-British
streak in them, decided that they
should establish some links with
the Japanese.

There was a Japanese consul in
Colombo,

J.R. and Dudley saw the Japa-
nese Consul secretly and started
discussions on Japanese policy in
Asia, and most of all a victorious
Japan’s attitude to British colo-
nies. After the second clandes-
time mecting, where the Japanese
consul was even more cordial,
Dudley rang I.R. and to cut a
long story short, informed JR , . .

“Trouble . .. the old man wants
to see us. . "
And so he did,

D.5. knew all about it, and
there was no need for the two
‘anti-British’conspirators to deny
the secret pow-wows. Dudley
and JR offered their explanations
and justified their talks, arguing
that it was better to make con-
tact with the “winning side’” in
order to advance the cause of
Ceylonese independence,

“Don’t be damn fools" said
D.S. for the second time.”” Japan
will never win the war ... the
Americans will soon enter the
war on Britain's side. The Ame-
ricans will crush Japan, , .

Both young men then lamented
the inevitable postponement of
Ceylon’s date with destiny, and
dawn of independence.

“Nonsense' s=aid D.S. “Can’t
you see what's poing on in India
... Britain  will have to grant
India independence, , they can't
hold it any more. . .Once India
is granted freedom, there is no
reason to keep Ceylon, . "

&. So “Kaley Jolw, for all his
lack of formal education and his
rough, rustic manners, was gifted
with a remarkable lucidity of
mind that helped him grasp the



essentials, what is now called the
nittygritty. And that's what
made him such an extraordinary
leader in your view ?

A, Yes, but something more.
Not only was he able to grasp, as
you say, the fundamental, the
basic and then make up his mind,
He was totally calm, never exci-
ted when faced with a problem.
You must realise that a leader
must not only examine the prob-
lem, analyse the sitwation, and
grasp the essentials, but he must
also aet. And he must act with
absolute calm and composure,
if he is to be a true leader, giving
confidence and courage to others.
D.5. could do that. Clear, straight,
ready to face the conseguences,

Q. So what happened !

A. We did what D. 5. asked
us to do... We discussed it
with BSir Stafford Cripps. He
realised that we had made up
our minds, He raised no objec-
We had our way. Sad
to say, next day Sir Stafford
had to go to Switzerlund . ..
and there he died , . .

tions.

€. You mean, the shock...

A. MNo, no, nothing to do with
us or our discussions! !

Q. 5o that was the end of your
Japanese connections ., . until
your speech in San Francisco . . .

A. Yes. .. The Japanese consul
had told wus, Dudley and me,
that if Japan enters the war. . .
to contact him in Kabul.. . he
had been posted as Deputy
Ambassador to Afghanistan. . .

Q. One thing puzzles me. . .
I mean about Dudley and you. . .
I would have thought that your
education, your social back-
ground, your values, the books
you read, the cricket that
you enjoyed so much would
make you utterly pro-British. ..

A. Boith of us, Dudiey and I,
had the highest regard, the war-
mest feelings for the finest in
English culture, the British politi-

cal system etc but
anti-imperialist. I was totally
immersed, . . in my reading. ..
in the Indian nationalist move-
ment. .. all the great leaders,
all what they had written ...
their speeches. . .

We WeIc

Q. But what did you actually
do... | mean to promote your
anti-British cause, ..?

A. Why, I told you, we cons-
pired with the Japanese until
D.S. told us not to be bloody
fools. ..

Q. What =zbout the others,
besides Dudley and you. .. what
about 5. W.R.D. who finally
ermerged as the spokesman of
nonallgnment, anti-imperialist,
and so an.

A. Like everybody else who held
these  anti-British  imperialist
views, we did not help the
“War Effort” ... in fact we
opposed it. .. collecting money
and so on. S.W.R.D. also asked
the local bodies not to contribute
to the fund. .. then Sir Geoffrey
returned. He was furious, especi-
ally about local bodies getting
instructions not to contribute,
We then learnt that Sir Solomon
had to pacify Sir Geoffrey before

he took any action apajnst
SWRD.

. You are supgesting that
SWRD was weak, contrasting
him with your hero, D.5. ..

A, Nothing to contrast. .. that

was obvious
now,

then, 1t is obvious

@, But 5. W.R.D. himself was
a hero to millions, as the ar-
chitect of the 1956 revolu-
tion” . . . My generation remem-
bers him in that way, his name
indisselubly linked to '56, a
turning peint in our history.

A. He was a brilliant orator. . .
superb debater. . . well read in
the classics but he couldn’t make
up his mind, take firm deecisions
or act decisively... a weak
man... ..

&. You haven't mentioned Sir
John. ..

A. Not made for politics. ..
warm-hearted man. . . outspoken
man. .. too outspoken... said
anything thatcame to his mind, . .

@. Some said anything that
came to his mouth .. .

A, May be .. but I should not
talk too much. .. you see there
was 4 family feud that had causad
bitterness. . . my father’s family
had dome somcthing to his
father. . . T would rather not talk
about it... the story is well
known. .. A murder case.

&. And Dudley?

A. We were like brothers. . .
more than friends. . . then some
evil-minded people, for their
own ends, poisoned his mind ag-
ainst me, . .lamhappy we became
friends again the year before he

died. . . there was a group that
created trouble, . . over the pre-
miership... all I can say now
as I told bhim when we bhecame
friends, I shall always regard
him as a brother, . .

Q. Of the Left leaders, who
was the ablest. .. ?

A. | knew them all. .. N. M,

Colvin, Pieter, Bernard. . . Philip
not so well, .. Colvin was my
close friend... I knew MN. M.
from University College days. . .

&. YWho was the ablest...?

A, N.M... suchaceoe]head, . .
But he couldn't convince me
about Marxism, and I couldn’t
convince him either, the diffe-
rence between Marxism and Bud-
dhism, that was the issue I kept
taking up.

I could’mt convince him on
dictatorship, on democracy but
now the Soviet Union is proving
that my way was right. ..

De Silva: Ah, Sinatra-ism ...
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My infarmation  concerning
the stremgth of the Sri Lankan
armed forees and the police
comes  from  interviews and
private sources, except for sta-
tistics on the size of the Spe-
cfal Task Force, which are
not made public. In a con-
densed and simplified format,
the services can be placed in
the following perspective.

— Bruce Mathews
Army

The army has 2000 perma-
nent forece officers and 32 000
permanent other ranks, with
450 wvolunteer officers and
11 000 other ranks also cur-
rently in service. The infan-
try comprises by far the
bipgest element. Al jts core
are five infantry line regi-
ments. These are the Sri
Lanka Light Infantry (com-
monly referred to as the
Ceylon Light Infantry), the
Sinha Regiment, the Gemunu
Watch, the Gujabahu Regi-
ment and the Vijayabahu
Regiment. Each regiment has
three regular battalions and
two volunteer battalions, at
830 men per battalion (except
for the Sinha Regiment,
which has three wvolunteer
battalions). There is as well
the Commando Regiment of
450 soldiers (trained in tasks
such as hostage situations)
and a Special Forces Regi-
ment (350 troops trained for
special raids and patrols,
not to be confused with the
Special Task Force, which
operates under police autho-
rity). Three other units (the
Mational Auxiliary Force,
the Rifle Corps and the
Volunteer Regiment) provide
supplementary troops. A Pio-
neer Corps of two volunteer
battalions provides labour for
construction, The standard
infantry weapon is the 7.62
mm' Chinese T 36 rifle. A
few units have the 5.56 mm
FN carbine. Each battalion
also has a support company

providing mortar and medi-
um-calibre machine gun fire-

© power,

The artillery is comprised
of three regular units (the
4th, 5th, and 7th Regiments)
and one volupteer unit (the
6th Regiment). Each has
four batteries, and 800 men.
The standard arms are B3mm
field guns and 76 mm howit-
zers (Yugoslavian), 4.2 inch
mortars and some vintage 25
pounder field guns.

The armour component is
made up of two reconnaiss-
ance regiments (the Ist and
Jrd), with 700 men in each.
Various types of armoured
personnel carriers are in ser-
vice, like the Saladim, Fer-
ret and Buffalo.

The engineers comprise
three 800 man units (st
Field Regiment, 1st Plant

Regiment and the 1st Volun-
teer Regiment), There is also
one Eleetrical Mechanical
Regiment of 1500 men.

The service corps has two
regular units (lst and 3rd
Regiments) and one volun-
teer unit (the 2nd) of 850
men each.

The signals corps is com-
prised of two regular regi-
ments (Ist and 2nd) and one
volunteer regiment (1st Volun-
teer), Each wunit has E0D
men.

The ordnance corps is
comprised of about 2000 men
(operating at  the depot
rather then the regimental
level). A medical corps of
1000 regular and 700 volun-
teer personpel (this includes
about 30 regular and 30
volunteer physicians) staff
several forces hospitals,

There is as well a Natio-
nal Armed Reserve, which
trains personnel for the regu-
lnr and volunteer forces of
the army, as well as for the
Home Guards (which is un-
der the supervision of the
police).  Since 1983, some

20 000 troops have gone thro-
ugh this unit.

The army is further orga-
nized into two divisions (one
north and one south of
bMatale), each with four bri-
gades. The latter are also
in fixed peographical Iloca-
tions (for example, the 14th
Brigade is always at Anura-
dhapura).

Navy

The navy has 350 regular
officers  and 5600 regular
other ranks, with 30 volun-
teer officers and 400 volun-
teer other ranks in service,
Its principal vessels are thres
surveillance command ships
(converted container wvessels
with 60 crew each): six Chi-
nese punboats, with a 25 mm
cannon capable of off-shore
support for land-based opera-
tions, and crews of 235 each;
15 Tsraeli ‘patrol attack’ craft
with a 20 mm cannon and
crews of 10 16 patrol ves-
sels with a 20 mm ecannon
and crews of six; two 40-
metre locally built slow
patrol vessels, capable of
sustained voyages with crews
of 40; two landing craft

(LCMs). Only about one
quarter of the navy is at
sea. The service has an

increasingly heavy  security
responsibility on land.
Air force

The air force has 583 regu-
lar officers (60 of whom are
pilots) and 7900 regular other
ranks, with 130 volunteer offi-
cers and 1000 volunteer other
ranks, It consists of four
wings (Mo 1 Training Wing,
Anuradhapura; No 2 Trans-
port Wing, -Ratmalana, No 3
and No 4 Helicopter Wings,

kKatunayake) and 12 bases.
Its principal aircraft are
nine SIAI Marchetti SF 260

TPs (which can be used as
fighter—bombers); 14 Bell 412
or 212 helicopters (capable
of modest ‘gunship’ capacity);

(Continued on next page)




two Y& (Chinese) transports
(large, long-range carriers);
six Y12 transports (Smaller,
limited range planes); and
three AYRO HS 748s (medi-
um ftransport planes with
limited range). The air force
sees itself as entirely a trans.
port and coastal patrol com-
mand. It is not equipped
to have a combat Trole.
Like the mavy, the air force
is. also involved in land-
based security operations.

Police

There are 2700 regular ga-
zetted police officers  and

23 100 regular police other
ranks, with BOD0 reserve
constables in service, These
operate  out of approxim-
ately 330 police stations.
Also under police jurisdic-
tion are the Special Task
Force (STF), Home Guards
and the Citizens Volunteer
Force (CVF). The STF is a
paramilitary outfit well

known (or notorious, depen-
ding on one's point of view)
for its effective role in the
Eastern province prior to the
Indo-Lankan Accord. It may
number about 2000 all ranks.
Second, the Home Guards

are an able auxillary force,
armed only with shotguns,
and recruited for local secu-
rity needs, They have a
good record of bravery and
diligence. Their  present
strength is 6000, down from
12000 before the Accord.
There are plans to use them
extensively in the troubled
plantation sector. Third, the
CVF is recruiting only -in
the Eastern province, and
aims for a strength of 1500.

As with the other “volun-
teer’ sections of the forces,
so too the reserve police,

Home Guards and CVF re-
ceive mo pensions, even after
years of service. The only
advantage of volunteer or
reserve  status is that one
can refuse to take a dan-
gerous or unwanted posting.

Finally, it should be noted
that methods of collecting
and disseminating intellig-
ence information have mode-
stly improved since the intro-
duction of a WNational Intel-
ligence Bureau in December
1984. The NIB stands as a
separate entity to the police
and armed forees. Its infor-
mation 15 forwarded inde-
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pendently ta the Joint Opera-
tions Command (comprised
of the Prime Minister, the
Ministers of Defence and
Foreign Affairs and the heads
of services). The JOC in
turn conveys information to
a separate Security Council
appointed by the President,
As such, the Security Coun-
cil has the potentizl to be
a top-level ‘think-tank’, rea-
ching out to a wide range
of specialists, Tt could also
include such important figures
for the well-being of the
country as the parliamentary
leader of the opposition.
This situation does not pre-
vail, however, and the Secu-
rity Council appears to
remain dominated by the
political  personalities and
aims of the governing party
alone. Currently, President
Ranasinghc Premadasa has
kept the defence portfolio
for himself, and the Defence
Secretary is Foreign Affairs
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne,
The Ministry of National
Security, so critical in period
prior to the 1987 Accord,
has now been disbanded.
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(ROUND TABLE)
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IPKF in the quagmire

{An [ndian Defsnce Review comment)

or quite some time now the
Fwarld has been fed with
stories, in the main emanating
from the USA, arguing the case
for seeing India as an ‘ascen-
dant’ power in the region. Others,
such as the smaller peripheral
eountries of South Asia, inclu-
ding the TIndia-baiters in the
West, have preferred the word
‘bully’. But in either case is
implicit a recognition that India
is becoming a dominant factor
to be reckoned with in South
Asia, The latest pronounce-
ment in this respect is that from
Ambassador-designate to India,
Mr William Clark, who told the
Foreign Relations Committee in
Washington on 1 November 1989
that ‘India has emerged as an
economic, political and military
force’ and ‘how we deal with
one another from this point for-
ward will have a major impact
upon not only our bilateral re-
lations but on the alignment or
world powers’. On 1ihe same
day, Senator Edward Kennedy
answering a question immedi-
ately after a meeting with In-
dia’s Ambassador, Dr Karan
Singh, on Capitol Hill, acknow-
ledged that despite the fact that
the US itself was gradually war-
ming towards the Soviet Union,
some clements, both within Con-
gress and without, continued to

look askance at India for its
alleged tilt towards Moscow,
Those who indicted India on

that score were viewing the sit-
uation from the perspective of
a different age. They continued
to see things of a period that
was no Jonger there, Senator
Kennedy said. ‘Unfortunately,
some of them take isolated in-
cidents and distort them,” the
Senator pointed ont. It was his
firm belief that India was to-
day not what it was some years
ago. India was now willing,
poised and able to play a con-
structive and legitimate role in
the region. An increasing num-
ber of people in America were
becoming aware of the true state
of affairs.

There is reason to believe
that the Indian intervention in
Sri Lanka was unofficially en-
couraged and endorsed by the
major powers including the USA.
Yet the moral of the Sri Lan-
kan impasse 15 that dominance
in a region carries with it an
obligation to hone up whatever
skills New Delhi has in poli-
tical interpretation. It is obvi-
ous that New Delhi in the eup-
horia of the Rajiv-Jayawardene
Accord had got the Sri Lankan
situation hopelessly wrong.

If India is indeed dominant
in the region it will be all the
better for cultivating an ability
to read political situations in
its neighbouring countries with
greater skill. Inm the main, of-
ficial foreign opinion has chosen
to remain discreet on the Sri
Lankan issuc. But the unspoken
message is clear. Given that
military intervention was neces-

sary the political programme
that followed it was deeply
flawed. Emissaries, seemingly

picked from a hat, flew to and

from between Colombo and
Delhi. Neither Sinhalese opin-
ion mor Tamil feelings were
taken into account in India's

cialculations, with the implica-
tion that if Jayawardene agreed
to anything, all the others’ op-
inions were beneath notice.

In contrast the LTTE and, in
particular its principal theore-
tician and negotiator Dr Bala-
singham, conducted themselves
with diplomatic aplomb, deter-
mination, flexibility and a fine
sense of opporiunism, which
together commands respect, and
from which our foreign service
pundits could pick up a point
or two on how these things
should be done. For, despite the
Indian insistence on the LTTE
giving up its arms and the IPKF’s
subsequent efforts to force it
into submission, LTTE policy
has never deviated from a pati-
ent bid to seek the understand-
ing and cooperation of the In-
dian Government, As Dr Bala-

singham has -said, ‘We haven't
closed the doors with the Gov-
ernment of India. We need In-
dia and the Indian masses.” And
yet it is apparent that the LTTE
will only negotiate from a posi-
tion of strength, whether politi-
cal or military — political in
that it intends to govern the
MNorth-eastern Provinece, and mil-
itary in that it will not hear
of its armed cadres laving down
their weapons.

India should see this as an
invitation to withdraw militarily
and to cooperate on the poli-
tical front on a totally new
basis — on a clean slate, as it
were — created

@ first by the TPKF withdrawal.

@ sccond by a cease-fire among
all the Tamil groups,

® third by deploying a police
force consisting of Tamils,
and

@ fourth by the dissolution of
the Morth-east Provincial Co-

uncil and the holding of
fresh elections.
These proposals politely ayoid

saying but clearly imply that
the 1987 Accord is now better
buried, and there is no future

for India or anyone else in the
Sri Lankan context in pretend-
ing that the EPRLF is not a
creature of India’s making.

A capacity to extricate itself
from political error is surely
the hallmark of any ‘dominant’
power. There are the examples
of the withdrawal of the US
from Vietnam and more recently
the Soviet withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. But as yet there is
little inclination in MNew Delhi
to arrive at the right conclusions
from its Sri Lankan experience,
Despite pressure {rom the JVP
the Sri Lankan Government has
gone further along the road of
estimating the LTTE at its pro-
per worth than the Indian Gov-
ernment. Such in fact is the
flexible diplomacy, the resilience
of the LTTE leadership, that it
is even prepared for a dialogue
with the EPRLE. Thus there is
a basis, however nebulous, for
a genuine accord provided India
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switches from a military to a
political role based on & correct
reading of Sri Lankan realities.

Meanwhile the so-called peace
committee sponsored by the Sri
Lankan Government 'pending an
expected Indian withdrawal, con-
sisting of 28 parties, most of
them armed, inclusive of the
LTTE, cannot be expected to
usher in an era of peace. At
best it can act as a forum for
an exchange of views and posi-
tions on the vexatious problem
of devolution of power to the
Sri Lapkan Tamils. If India
persists in  propping up the
EPRLF and continues -attempts
to arm it and stalls withdrawal
until Tamil security is achieved
to its own satisfaction it will
sink further into the Sri Lanp-
kan quagmire than it has al-
ready, It may be more than
# bit galling to eat humble pie
in accepting Dr Balasingham’s
formula as the one way of
escaping the guagmire, but that
is the reality, the boattom line,
a5 far as India is concerncd.
It does not help for our foreign
service pundits to keep on harp-
ing about the 1987 Accord being
‘very much in foree’. Tt breath-
ed its last quité some time ago’
but Mew Delhi has yet to sum-
mon up the political courage
to accept this as afait accompli
(Sunday Mail, 22 October 989

Recent Developments

A new dimension to the ethnic
problem in -the WNorth-eastern
Province of Sri Lanka is the
emergence of the Tamil Nation-
al Army (TNA). A cadre of an
estimated 3000 Tamil youths
trained in the use of small arms
and support weapons, the TNA
is acting as a de faclo security
force to prop up the Provincial
Government of Vardaraja Peru-
mal, the EPRLF supremo. There
have, in this coniext, been ac-
cusations by Colombo that these
illegal and extra—constitutional
cadres have been trained and
armed with the full knowledge
and assistance of New Delhi.
Foreign Minister and Minister
of Btate Tor Defence, Ranjan
Wijeratne, accused the IPKF of
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conniving in training and equip-
ping an illegal army in the
MNorth-east, posing a threat to
the unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of Sri Lanka. No doubt
this cadre is intended to combat
the LTTE, in view of the lat-
ter's determination to wrest con-
trol of the North-eastern Pro-
vince, once the IPKF pulls out
by early 1990.

As has been feared, the with-
drawal of the IPKF (at the time
of writing, the IPKF has been
withdrawn from three districts)
has begun to create an explo-
sive sitwation in the WNorih-
eastern Province. There have
been clashes between rival Tamil
groups and also between the
TNA and the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces. In the race to fill the
vacuum created by the IPKF's
withdrawal, they seem bent on
exterminating each other. To
an extent, this is advantageous
to the JVP who in the Central
and Southern regions of Sri
Lanka have been combating the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces suc-
cessfully,

The scenario that appears to
be unfolding has the potentizl
of pushing the country into a
regular civil war. A full-scale
confrontation between the LTTE
and EPRLF cadres, at this
moment, seems likely, with the
Sri Lankan Army covertly join-
ing hands with the LTTE. The
casualties which the Sri Lankan
Army has already suffered dur-
ing a short period are an in-
dication of their inability, ex-
cept probably by the excessive
use of forece, to conptrol the
complex situation. An excessive
use of force resulting in geno-
cide of Tamils, they fear, will
slow down or even put a stop
to IPKF withdrawal,

The fact however is that the
EPRLF Government has survi-
ved all these months on Indian
support. Onee the support is
withdrawn, Mr Vardaraja Peru-
mal’s Government is more than

likely to collapse. Colombo’s
apprehension  that New Delhi
has had a hand in the train-

ing and equipping of TNA cad-
res, Turther :nmp\icaltﬁ the issue,

Whatever the military potential
of the EPRLF cadres, it is doubt-
ful whether they can take on
the LTTE in a prolonged frati-
cidal war. Besides, one must
remember that the Premadasa
Government 15 more inclined to
reach an agreement with the
LTTE than the EPRLF. In such
a scenario the chances of the
EPRLF and its allies scoring
a lasting victory in the present
confrontation are slim.  The
future much depends on the
steps which the Premadasa Gov-
ernment intends to take — they
are not inclined to allow the
EPRLF to fortify itself. The
question of siriking a deal with
the LTTE based solely on the
convergence of present interests
is also debatable,

COMMENT

One of the key proclamations
of the National Front in its
election manifesto was that the
IPKF would be withdrawn from
Sri Lanka — whether by end
December 1989 or early 1990 is
a matter of logistics — but pull
out it musi. For too long has
the Indian Army been fighting,
what could be termed a proxy
war, in Sri Lanka, Despite many

handicaps involving interpreta-
tions of the minimum use of
force, human rights etc., the

Indian soldier, and particularly
the infantryman, has done the
country proud., Large numbers
of them have laid down their
lives and many have been woun-
ded and a proportion of these
handicapped for life. Many of
them did not understand ‘our
cause and why we fight in Sri
Lanka'. But fight they did.
The IPKF operations brought a
measure of peace to the strife-
torn MNorth-eastern Province and
produced a climate where elec-
tions could be held. Tt wasas
a result of this that the EPRLF
Government of Vardaraja Peru-
mal was ipstalled. The rema-
ining part of the agreement bet-
ween the two Governments has
had to ride rough weather, as
a result of Premadasa replacing
Jayawardene in the seat of pow-
er in Colombo. Whether the

(Continued on page 1)
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SITUATION IN THE MALDIVES

A period of big changes

A. V. Varghese [ately in the Maldives

On the evening of June 21,
a day prior to the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. V. P. Sin-
gh's visit to the Maldives at the
behest of President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom, TV Maldives
beamed a long clip of Mr. Ra-
jiv Gandhi on the campaign trail
in Bihar.

The Maldivians have a sofl
corner for Mr. Gandhi who sent
Indian soldiers to the rescue of
Mr. Gayoom in the face of the
coup attempt by Tamil merce-
pnaries in November 1988. Twenty
months later, political realities
at home have compelled Mr,
Gayoom to call Mr. Singh over
for a fresh display of solidar-
ity.

BENEFICIAL

The exercise has been mutually
beneficial, in different ways.
India rests assured that this
small State within its sphere
of influence respects its clout.
Mr. Gayoom could show his
people that he enjoys big broth-
er's wunstinted support. How-
ever, he gave the game away
when, unasked for, he informed
the Indian Prime Minister about
the political reforms he wishes
to implement. Thereby hangs
a tale.

Anybody in the capital eity
of Male will tell you that the
Maldives has entered a *period
of transition’ from a control-
led, comservative, theocentric sa-
ciety 1o a modern, democratic
state since the MNovember 1988
coup attempt. Maldivian intel-
lectuals believe that it will also
be a “period of turmoil’ before
the foundations of a democra-
tic Maldivian State are [irmly
laid,

Mr. Gayoom, who has ruled
the Republic since 1979, is aware
that his decisions will play a
key role in determiining the

future of the counfry. He also
knows that the possibilities
ahead are limited — the Maldiv-
es can become an even more
rigidly—controlled TIslamic fund-
amentalist State, a dictatorship
or a democratic State.

Mr. Gayoom's dilemma relates
to the choice he has to make.
He hopes that the people will
help him make the right choice.
But that would imply his gran.
ting the people the right to
openly criticise the present form
and methodology of Government,
Mr. Gayoom has taken hesitant
steps in this direction. Among
the members of the Majlis (the
Parliament) and in the recently
formed Presidential Consultative
Council he has initiated a fierce
debate on the pros and cons of
the fundamental right to free-
dom of speech and expression.

The Maldivian Constitution
oives the people the right to
freedom of speech. But that
freedom is revoked by the Pen-
al Code. Article 38 of the Pen-
al Code pguarantees critics of
the system who *by spoken or
written words or signs arouse
anti-Government feelings™ a
stiff sentence of exile on one
of the outermost islands in the
1,200-island archipelago-nation.
Mr. Gayoom, once an exile un-
der Article 28, is facing pres-
sure to abolish it and thus to
prove his commitment to the
concepts of freedom of speech
and an open society.

But Mr. Gayoom's recent back-
tracking on promises to grant
this fundamental right has stren-
gthened the ranks of an amor-
phous underground opposition
in a Republic where ‘“party
polities’ is a bad word. There
is no ruling or opposition party
here, Only informal coteries
and a personalised politics built
upon a network of family ties.

The President thus is the head
of one such coterie representing
the interests of the Endherimagu
and Kolige families. There can
be no opposition party so long
as Article 38 remains in force
even though Mr. Gayoom has

gone on record as saying that
he is not opposcd to party
politics.

Mr. Gayoom has also suggest-
ed that the right of freedom of
speech must result in press free-
dom and recently he gave the
green signal for a free press.
But he was not happy with the
consequences of that decision.

BANNED

In Jannuary 1990, a group of
dissidents floated a bimonthly
called the Sangu (the Conchshell),
In the islands, the conch is used
to sound an alarm and to rally
the islanders. The Sanmgu, in its
role as the woice of the unseen
opposition, did exactly that. Tt
published a series of exposes
of the misdeeds of the Presid-
ent’s brother-in-law (wife’s bro-
ther), the powerful Minister of
Defence, Trade and Industries
and Director of the monopoly
State Trading Organisation (3TO),
Mr. llyas Ibrahim.

Even as the sixth issue of the
Sangu  was poised to hit the
stands, the Government banned
it charging its editer and staff
with “encouraging certain ele-
ments to take the law into
their own hands and to engage
in unlawful acts which might
endanger public places and pro-
perty and result in civilian
harm™'.

MAJLIS POLLS

At the time of the Sangu's
closure, its key editorial assis-
tant, Mr, Mohammed, Nasheel,
was in Sri Lanka. There he
pgave an interview to a Lankan
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paper and wrote a hardhitting
“article in The Island criticising
the Government’s action. On
his return to Male, his passport
was impounded and he was ar-
rested and held without being
charged for cight days, for
interrogation by the National
Security. Service (NSS). He is
now fighting a case foisted by
the Government which takes him
to task for alleging in his arti-
cle that the November 1989 polls
to the Majlis were rigged. His
case may yel become a cause
celehyre.

The Sangu also had the last
laugh at Mr. Gayoom who, stung
by the criticism that his broth-
er—in-law was an embezzler, or-
dered an audit probe into the
affairs of the STO. The probe
revealed that huge sums had
indeed been siphoned off by a
top 8TO official close to Mr.
Tbrahim. Mr. Ibrahim was then
requested fto attened a sitting
of the probe panel. Mr. Gay-
com also asked him to resign
as Trade Minister. Mr. Ibrahim
immediately caught a chartered
Air Maldives flight out of the
country. He is understood to
be in Geneva now where he
has personal fortune deposited.

Mr. Gayoom whose popularity
had soared after the Novembher
1988 coup attempt, is now sus-
pected by the Maldivian public
of having arranged Mr. Ibrahim's
safe getaway, He has not both-
ered to dispel the doubts of
the people ecither. 8o far, no
investigation has been ordered
into the getaway episode or
Mr. Thrahim’s assets, most of
which he is understood to have
liguidated before his escape on
May 31 this year. With his
getaway the spotlight is now be-

ing focussed on the Fisheries
Minister, Mr. Abbas Ibrahim,
brother of Mr. Ilyas lbrahim,

also accused of corruption and
nepotism.

With the Sangu banned, anoth-
er magazine called the Hukkuru
(Friday) has taken up the cud-
gels on behalf of the amorp-
hous opposition.  Scon  after
Mr. Ibhrahim fled, Mr. Gayoom
reshuffled his Cabinet portfolios
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among his Ministers in a face-
saving exercise. In a recent
issue, the Hukkuru has lashed
out at the President’'s “confus-
ing, contradictory and hypoeri-
tical” press policy and his at-
templs at hoodwinking  the
people by reshuffling portfolios
instead of replacing his Minis-
ters who are wnder a cloud,
Opposition sources think that
the next journalist to face the
big stick will be the Hukkury's
outspoken Ahmed Wahid Alj
The two other newspapers in the
Dhivehi language — Haveeru and
Anfathis — are Government sub-
sidised and owned by Mr, Ab-
bas Tbrahim and the Minister
for  Presidential  Affairs, Mr.
Mohammed Zahir Hussain res-
pectively,

Corruption, moral and mone-
tary, and widespread nepotism,
have been the bane of Maldi-
vian politics and the peaceful,
hospitable islanders are most

THE REGION

agitated about it. The first
President of the Maldives, Mr,
Mohammed Amin, was beaten
to death by the islanders for
his debauchery and tryrannical
methods. The first President of
the Second Republic, Mr. Ibra-
him Nasser, left the country
before the izlanders could mete
out justice to him.

LOSING THRUST

Mr. Gayoom, elderly, respect-
ed and stil popular with the
islanders, is slowly losing their
confidence though with his
toleration of corruption and
nepotism and the increasing use
of the MNSS to harass his poli-
tical adversaries, The situation
is such that barring a coup by
an ambitious rival — Mr. Tlyas
Tbrahim is mentioned in this
context — the growing opposition
movement will see to Mr. Ga-
yoom's removal or reform with-
in the next two years.

THE MALDIVES SITUATION — II

Opposition movement
dominated by youth

A. V. Varghese

Thc driving force behind the
growing opposition move-
ment in the Maldives is the
youth. And this is not surpris-
ing given the startling fact that
60 per cent of the mation's po-
pulation comprises yvouth below
24 years of age. Walk into any
Government office and young,
fresh, bright faces greet the in-
quirer.

The youth are neatly dressed
in western clothes, fashion con-
scious, efficient, courteous and
addicted to Coca—Cola and Hindi
films.

Indead the fledgling opposi-
tion movement in the Maldjves
has a leadership whose average
age is around 30 years. Maost
of the youth have been educat-
ed overseas — in the TUnited
Kingdom, the USA, Sri Lanka,

Karachi, India and even Mos.
cow. Their exposure to the
western  democraciess and  the
scientific mode of learning has
fired them with ideals perhaps
incompatible with traditional
Maldivian eculture and Tslamie
values,

The amorphous opposition is
largely made up of these edu-
cated youth who fear that the
nation may become progressively
fundamentalist and incapable of
keeping pace with the develop-
ments in the modern West.

Aware of the ambitions of this
new, now generation, Mr. Gay-
oom has been filling key Gav-
ernment posts with its repres-
entatives. Eighty per cent of
the members on the President’s
Consultative Council are youth,
It is an open forum. Mr. Ga-



voom's difficulty lies in convin-
cing the impetuous youth that
change can only be gradual and
not sudden. What the idealistic,
impatient youth fo the island
need is political maturity.

Mr. Gayoom has to act fast
if he wants toremain the coun-
try’s leader for another decade.
For the first time in Maldivian
history, an opposition candidate
defeated the powerful Ilyas Thra-
him in his home borough of
Male in the Majlis elections
last November. The giant-killer
was the 37-year—old Dr. Wah-
eed, a charismatic new genera-
tion leader with a Ph.D acquir-
ed from Stanford University.
Dr. Waheed ran a full-fledged
political campaign against his
opponent successfully. Soon after
the polls though, six of his
campaigners were arraigned un-
der Article 38 and exiled.

In the close-knit community
of islanders, the role and actions
of the MNational Security Ser-
vice, the police—cum-military or-
ganisation handling internal ze-
curity and defence, are being
monitored with some apprehen-
sion. There have been reports
of police harassment, torture
and brutality towards suspected
dissidents, the exteat of which
is being probed by a represen-
tative of the United Nations
Commission of Human Rights.

COMPULSORY DRATT

There are many youngsters
who are also unhappy with the
system of compulsory draft by
which the cream of the youth
are dragged into a life of armed
drudgery. Naturally, there are
dissidents in the NS5 who are
awaiting reform.

According to opposition sour-
ces, there are at least 16 mem-
bers in the 4B8-member Majlis
who are pro-reform. In the 13-
member Cabinet there are at
least four Ministers who back
the ‘reformists”. The opposi-
tion is biding its time, willing
to give Mr. Gayoom a chance
to bring in constitutional re-
forms. They are seeking a sep-
aration of powers between the

I, police and the judiciary, for

instance. The results of their
campaign &re slow in coming,
but are coming in. Mr. Gay-
oom recently abolished the po-
lice courts where one was con-
victed out of hand.

The opposition is also push-
ing for a clear demarcation of
powers and responsibilities of
the President and his Ministers.
They also want the Constitution
redrafted to provide fora mod-
ern democratic legal and poli-
tical structure, The administra-
tive rules are also sought to be
reframed so that merit and not
family connections determine
promotions to high positions,

The nucleus of the dissident
force in the Majlis consists of
Mr, Mohammed Latif {the most

outspoken  MP), Mr. Thrahim
Sharif (MP from the Ilargest
atoll of Addu), Dr, Waheed,

Mr. Thrahim Didi and Mr. Adam
Abdul Rahman. The opposition
sees a4 potential presidential
candidate for the future in the
present  Attorney-General, Mr.
Ahmed Zaki.

The opposition politicians are
unhappy with the present Con-
stitution which does not allow
them to move a no-confidence
motion against the President.
Nor can the Majlis be conven-
ed except by the Speaker who
seeks permission from the Pre-
sident. “The sysiem is built to
help the President and his fri-
ends fo evade issues™ says Mr.
Mohammed MNasheel, For inst-
ance, there were attempts to
get the Majlis convened after
the coup attempt and more re-
cently after Mr. Ibrahim's get-
away. All in vain.

The dissidents hope that the
President means what he says
when he told Prime Minister
V. P. Singh about his intentions
to decentralise power. They alsa
hope that the Majlis will become
the body to which persons in
authority will be aceountableas
the true representatives of the
people,

Even as the opposition con-
centrates on raising public awar-
eness about such issues, its lea-
ders insist that the Maldives
cannot become a pluralistic so-

ciety in the true sense of the
word. Though there is a clam-
our for freedom of speech, there
i3 no democrat on the islands
seeking o fundamental right to
freedom of religion.

A BLEND

The opposition leaders are
convinced that Islam contains
adequute concepts for the ushe-
ring in of an Islamic demoe-
ratic stale. Their attemptl is to
hold back the rising tide of
Islamic fundamentalism and to
graft principles of western de-
mocracy onto an oligarchic, theo-
centric structure.

India, it seems, has a role to
play in bringing this experiment
to fruition. *If India i3 truly
interested in the Maldivian
people as opposed to Mr. Ga-
yoom and the interests he rep-
resents, it must exert pressure
on the Maldivian Government
to make constitutional changes
within a set of time and ask
it to introduce immediate reform
measures like the abolition of
Article 38" say extremist oppsi-
tion members like Mr. Moham-
med MNasheel.

Another top opposition leader,
unwilling to be identified, said;
“Apother Government in the
Maldives would be more friendly
to India than the onpe led by
Mr. Gayoom who is basically
more pro-Arab than a [tiend of
India. After all, it was SAARC
that brought him closer to India

— and (also) the timely help
rendered at  the time of the
coup."”

The opposition leaders are

concerned that the movement for
democratic changes must coin-
cide with action on secveral
fronts. It is widely accepted
that the Republic has made good
headway under Mr. Gayoom in
the sectars of primary education
and health. But much remains
to be done in terms of higher
cducation and broad-speetrum
health services.

There is also a great shortage
of housing and the fish-
ermen, who constitute 40 per

(Continued on page 15)
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K. Pathmanaba: Political Philosophy

and Praxis
Dayan ]ayatilleka

omrade Pathmanaba was

first of all a revolutionary.
He was a revolutionary, a Marx-
ist-Leninist, & national libera-
tionist and a humanitarian
socialist. 1f we were to forget
his characteristics we would
then also forget his contribu-

tion. Pathmanaba was not just
another leader of the Tamil
Natiopal movement cut down

by the LTTE. He was more,
and this we should always re-
member.

Comrade Pathmanaba's poli-
tical career goes back to the
first years of the decade of the
1970's. He participated in the
activities of rising Tamil student
and youth fronts, in protest
against racist policies implimen-
ted by the United Front Gov-
ernment of the day. It is this
Government, consisting of so
called progressives and left par-
ties, that reinforced the foun-
dation of the Tamil Eelam
demand, the cornerstone of which
was laid by Bandaranaike policy-
of Siohala only in 19356
Comrade Pathmapaba participa-
ted in the ecarly 70's in the cam-
paigns of agitation launched
ngainst media wise and district
wise standardisation and the dis-
criminatory 1972 Constitution,

His specific contribution to
the Tamil Mationalist Movement
and the Progressive Movement
of Sri Lanka asa whole, begins
however, in the mid 70's. He
was one of the founders of the
very first socinlist oriented or-

ganisation within the Tamil
Matiopal Liberation Movement.
This was tha Fela Viduthalaij
Ivakkam or Eela Liberation

Organisation founded in 197475,
This organisation was formed
as a result of the attempts by
Pathmanaba and others to give

Asst. Secretary and Member, fﬂ!f:g'cuf
Hurean, Sri Lanke Mofafara Party
(SLAMP).
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the Tamil Nationalist Movement
a mass base. He was one of
that group of youth militants
who were the first to break
with the bourgecis and Parlia-
mentary policies of the Tamil
United Front. I think we must
stress this fact, since both Velu-
pillai Prabakran and Uma Ma-
heswaran remained within the
political and jdeological ambit
of bourgecis TULF polities,
until much later in the struggle.

Pathmanaba and others attem-
ted to take the message of Tamil
MNational Liberation into the
counirysids and among the wor-
king people. In doing 50 they
encountered a fundamental prob-
lern. What would the struggle
for Tamil Eelam bring to the
workers and peasants, particu-
larly peasantry and those suffe-
ring from caste oppression? It
15 in answer to this question
that the political philosophy of
Pathmanaba took a sharp turn
to the Teft. This is why the
Eela Viduthalai Iyakkam was
formed as a socialist oriented
organisation dedicated to the
cause of Tamil National Libe-
ration,

Pathmanaba believed to the
unity of theory and practice and
as such the ELO resorted to the
tactic of armed cxpropriations.
He participated personally in

the Puloly bank operation,
which was one the first such
in the history of the Tamil
resisiance. In the immediate

aftermath of that armed expro-
priation, Pathmanabz who was
on the run, was sheltered, pro-
tected and assisted by the peo-
ple of the area. This deepened
his love for and respect for the
so called common or ordinary
people. He realised that the
people could be a great source
of protection and even of wis-
dom for the WNational Libera-
tion struggle. His pro people or-
ientation deepened qualitatively
as a result of this experience.

The Eela Vidutihalai Iykkam
did not survive the repression
unleashed as a result of the
Puloly bank operation. As the
organisation disintegrated, Com-
rade Pathmanaba left the coun-
try and went to England. He
agreed, due to the pressure of his
family, to recommence his stud-
ies and registered as a student
of Accountancy while in London.

But from the very first day
he reached England he was a
manifestly restless young man.
His thoughts were entirely devo-
ted to the task of petting back
to his native land as scon as

possible. When in London, all
his free time, social contacts
and his personal interactions

were devoted to the attempt
to win over friends and acqua-
intances to the cause of the
national Liberation struggle. Tt

was while in London that he
joined and in fact helped to
form the General Union of

Ecelam students — GUES and the
EROS. He was in the first
batch of Tamil militant acti-
vists to receive training from
the Palestinian Liberation Orga-
nisation in Lebanon. His expe-
riences and those of his Pales-
tinian people and strong bond
of solidarity with the Palestini-
nian struggle. Almost a decade
later, when he was the head
of a fairly strong Liberation

Organisation himself, he did
his wvery best to pgive moral
material and political support

to the Palestinian fighters. Tt
was during his spell with the
Palestinians that Comrade Path-
manaba also developed a strong.
sense of solidarity with the Erit-
rean liberation struggle.

Comrade Patmanaba made his
journey back in 1978. Before
returning to Sri Lanka he spent
sometime in India  laying a
firm foundation for the subse-
quent activities of his organisa-
tion. His pelitical work in
India had been with smugglers



and social bandits and also with
the most hard core Tamil Nadu
nationalists. Pathmanaba how-
ever, established a firm links
with the Marxist Leninist revo-
lutiopary elements in Southern
India. He learnt much from
them himself but his choice of

allies 1s further testimony to
his ideological and political
clarity and his socialist revo-

lutionary commitment.

Having set up a GUES com-
mittee in Madras under Comra-
de Suresh, he returped to Sri
Lanka, working polititically not

only in Jaffna but also in the -

hill country. Comrade Pathma-
naba made serious and exten-
sive efforts to recruit Tamil
youth from the Plantations and
those from the Colombo schools
for the cause of Tamil National
Liberation. In doing so he broke
with the narrowly limited, Jaffna
centric outlook of other Tamil
National Liberation  fighters.
Pathmanaba also made a very
serious attempt to establish con-
tacts with Sinhaia revolution-
aries. He met many such and
tried to convince them of the
need to support the cause of
Tamil self determination. He
was not successiul in most cases,
However, what is important is that
he had departed completely from
any kind of narrow Tamil nation-
alism or chauvinism.

From these earliest days in
1978, when we first met in Pe-
radeniya, he was very clear that

the Tamil WNational Liberation
struggle was the first step and
stage of an overall socialist

revolution throughout Sri Lanka,
The Tamil struggle itself would
make the transition from its
national democratic stage and
culminate in the setting up of
a4 socialist Tamil Eelam. Of
these two propositions Pathma-

naba was wvery convinced and
these ideas were ones which he
had arrived at independently.
His attempt to link up with
Sinhala revolutionaries was in
consequence of this strategic
vision of his.

In 1981 he broke with the

EROS on the question of the lack
of democratic centralism. While
that was the issue on which the

rupture took place, the found-
ing of the EPRLF permitted
Comrade Pathmanaba to opera-
tionalise his own distinctive
conception of the National Libe-
ration struggle, He attempted to
give the struggle both a socia-
list political education as well

as a base in a network of mass
organisations. This is why he
was insistent oo the need to

set up an array of popular or-
ganisations such as the Rural
Workers and Peasants Front, the
the Eelam Womens Liberation
Froat, the Fisheries Workers
Front and the Plantation Prole-
tarian Front. These mass orga-
nisations he later attempted to
group in a single popular bloc
called the Eelam People Libera-
tion Front. This was in 1983,

He wasvery clear that the armed
organisation should be based
on and draw from the mass
organisations and be under the
politeal leadership of the party.
Hence his adherence to Mao's
trind of the party, the Army
aod the United Front. But it
was not degmatic Maoism, as
his idea of the separate mass
organisations subsequently gro-
uped in a popular bloc demons-
trates. I believe that he had
evolved his own synthesis of the
idea of the PFLP of Dr. George
Habash, of the Eritreans and of
the Indian Marxist Leninist or-
ganisations. As a Marxist, he
had great respeet and love for
Stalin, Mao, the Vietnamese and

particularly for the Che and
Fidel.
Certainly 1t is obvious that

he was not able to fullfill all
his goals in this regard. It is
obvious that this organisational
structure did not function in the
way that it was meant to and
should have. This was due to
two- sets of reasons. One set
of reason consists of avoidable
subjective mistakes and organi-
zational errors. The other set of
reasons are those due to the
trap of history and pgeography.

Comrade Pathmanaba, like all
of us, inherited Thistorically
determined conditions and cir-
cumstances, He was attempting to
build a socialist national libe-
ration organisafion within an

ethnic and social formation that
was characterised by conserva-

tism and ossified social struc-
tures. His attempt to fight
against caste domination and

class exploitation, together with
his insistence on the need for
Women's emancipation within
the National Liberation struggle,
earned the EPRLF the enormous
hostility of entrenched, privi-
leged social strata within the
Tamil nation. The result of
this was the narrowing of the
gconomic resource  hase of
EPELF.

When in the aftermath of July
1983 the militant movement
sought refuge in South India
and made their base there, the
EPRLF was distinguished by its
refusal to compromise on  its
idzological convictions. All the
other groups benefitted from the
largesse of the Tamil Madu state
goverpment and of the most
nationalistic, even chauvinistic,
political and bourgeois elements
in Tamil Nadu. Comrade Path-
manaba’s steadfast refusal to
attack Sinhala civilian targets
in Colombo or elsewhere did
not endear him to bourgeois
Tamil nationalists in India or
the West, who were bank rolling
the the terrorist operations
which were undertaken by some
other proups despite their ver-
bal commitment to the princi-
ples of Marxism.

The Indiam Central Govern-
ment, for its part, did not take
kindly to the EPRLE’s efforts
to establish relations with prog-
ressive national  democratic
states, throughout the Third
World — such as Syria and Libya.
Thus the EPRLF was unable to
strengthen  itseif by soliciting
support by those who would have
been its matural allies, The or-
thodox Marxist parties of India,
wary as they were of the Tamil
demand for self determination,
did not support EPRLF as
strongly as they probably should
have in the mid 80's,

The cumulative consequence
of all this was that the EPRLF
was militarily far weaker than
the more nationalistic, or might
I say chauvinistic Tamil Eelam

groups. This of course led cer.
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tain Sinhalese revolutionaries
and Marxists to seek aliances
with the larger, more prospe-
rous Tamil Eelam groups, those
with a higher profile, at least
propagandistically. At that time,
particularly with the Damoclean
Sword of the Prevntion of Ter-
rorism Act hanging over their
heads, most Sinhala leftists and
radicals chose not to ally them-
selves with the EPRLF and were
even contempiuous of this organi-
sation, The bandwagon effect
started much later, when the
going was easy and the gravy-
train was rolling.

The weaknesses of the EPRLF
however were, as I said, sourced
largely in its correct adherence
to fundamental principles of
Marxism and Leninism  and
revolutionary  internationalism,
There were weaknesses which
were due to avoidable errors
and I might say that some of
these were perhaps located in
Comrade Pathmanaba's awn
style of leadership. Frustrating

though these were to some of
us at that time, in retrospect
1 firmly believe that it :is far

better that Comrade Pathmana-
ba had those characteristics than
the opposite ones. [ think he
himself was aware of this, name-
ly,. that it was beiter toerr on
the side of demoeratism even to
the point of liberaism, than to
to err in the opposite dircetion.

I feel that th= belatedness
of * the EPRLF's attempt to
develop a powerful military

apparatus was also due to Com-
rade Pathmanaba's own philo-
sophical conviction that what
was most important was a mass
struggle, mass organisations and
a correet politieal orientation.
It would have been very easy
for him, trained in Lebanon by
the Palestinians, to have plunged
into the ‘prestige’ race of laun-
ching military attacks on Sinhala
targets. But I belieye he res-
trained himself and consciously
refrained from sucuming to a
militaristic deviation. Perhaps
he foresaw in some way the
brutalisation that was to set in,
in the Tamil Liberation struggle.
Whatever the reasop, T would
say that history has  vindicated
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Pathmanaba’s refusal to take
easy path of militarism at the
expense of politics and mass

organisation.

When the LTTE launched its
attack on Anuradhapura in 1983
and then again on the TELQO in
May 1986 Pathmanaba and the
EPRLF took a very clear posi-

tion. On both these occasions.
Pathmanaba went apgainst the
tide. He extended full support

and solidarity to the TELO and
his was the only group to have
a hartal in protest at the killing
of the TELO cadres by the Ti-
gers. By doing so Pathmanaba
incurred the undying hatred of
Prabhakaran and ihe tigers. He
would not have been unmindful
of this. DBut nonctheless he
adhered to principles. He did
the right thing in the face of
injustice.

The LTTE's weakening of all
other Tamil organisations left
these organisations with little
choice but to be dependent in-
creasingly and I might even
say almost totally, on India.
The EPRLF was no exception.
Towards the end of his life, the
last two years, Comrade Path-
manaba found himself in an un-
happy and unfamiliar position,
far away from the path he had
envisioned, the path in which
his- main Indian ‘allies would
be the Marxist Leninist revolu-
tionaries of that country.

I would say that Comrade
Pathmanaba’s preatness resides
not only in his positive achi-

evements but most dertainly in
the wrong ihings he consciously
desisted from doing, The EPR-
LF under his leadership did not
engage in the killing of Sinhala
civilians, It did not engage in
killing of its own militants, It
refused to engage in drug smugg-
ling as a source of revenue.
On this last issue, the other-
wise so gentle MNabha was very
firm.

He upheld the idea of the
death sentence for any members
of the EPRLF who engaged in
drug trafficking. He used to say
that ¢all that we do, all our
struggles are based on love for
human beings and the ideals

of humanism, Drug trafficking
results in the destruction of the
lives of great many human beings
in other countries. This makes
nonsense of the ideals to which
we are committed.” This indi-
cates very clearly the humanism
that infused the socialist revo-
lutionary commitment of Com-
rade Pathmanaba. His refusal
to permit internal killings, at
the time when other pseudo
sociaiist organisations in  the
Tamil Eelam Movement were
maintaining torture chambers
and death camps, attests to his
fidelity for the cause of demoe-
racy, while his refusal to enter-
tain the idea of killing Sinhala
cvilians iz testimony to his
internationalism.

The fact that Comrade Path-
manaba was himself deeply in-
volved in the attempt to cons-
truct a  joint  revolutionary
project of Sinhalese and Tamils
and did not sub-contract this
task to this or that glib ideo-
logue as did other Tamil libe-
ration organisations is further
proof o©of his deep personal
commitment to the goal of what
he called the ‘*total revolution’
in Sri Lanka. It is not only
physically  that  Pathmanaba
stood bead and shoulders above
other leaders of the Tamil Libe-
ration Movement but also in his
interpatiopalism and humanism.
The evelution of the world Com-
munist and Revolutionary Move-
ment has indicated Pathmana-
ba's own ideclogical formation
and synthesis, Pathmanaba stood
for, helieved in and acted with
a demeocratic, humane socialism,
which is an ideal the world
Marxist Movement has now en-
dorsed as its goal.

In his humanism Pathmanaba
was like Vijaya Kumaranatunga,
who was himself profoundly
anti-racist internationalist and
totally committed to the idea
of a democratic socialism.

Viewing comrade Pathmanaba
in historical perspective is no
easy task sinece there are a great
many personal memories and
experiences that we have shared
in our odyssey., But that is a
much longer story for a dilferent
time. I will say that Comrade



Pathmanaba was certainly one
of the outstanding Marxists
produced by the Tamil nation
of this country — the others
being Comrades Vaidyalingam,
Kandiah and Shanmuganatha-
san — the last whom Comrade

Pathmanaba greatly respected.
But I could say that none of
these other Marxists had  the

upportunity or perhaps the capa-
city and motivation to unite
theory with armed revolutionary

practice. In that sense it would
not be inaccurate to say that
Comrade Pathmanaba was the

greatest Marxist-Leninist revolu-
tionary leader produced by the
Tamil community. I would
even go further. If [ am asked
who was the greatest revolution-
ary  Marxist-Leninist leader
that we have produced in Sri
Lanka, I cannot think of anyone
but Pathmanaba,

The detailed analytical assess-
ment of Comrade Pathmanaba
is a task for another forum. But
let me say that understanding
Pathmanaba brings us face to
face with a great many prob-
lems of revolutionary strategy and
theory of political philosophy
and practice — be it the rela-
tionship between the political
and the military, the party and
the united front, the maximum
and the minimum programme,
internationalism and nationalj-
sm, socialism and humanism,
relations with  bourgeois state,
and the crisis of the World Com-
munist Movement, Pathmanaba’s
practice and thinking invol-
ved all of that and much
more. Understanding Pathmanaba
would shed great light on the
history of Tamil liberation
struggles, the nature of the Tamil
social formation, the history of
the Sri Lankan revolutionary
process, the political processes
of South Asia and the trajec-
tories of the revolutionary move-
ments of this complex  violent
part of the waorld and the world
as a whole.

Pathmanaba has left behind
his organisation which has proved
its remarkable rcsitiuqce when-
ever it was attacked by the

fascist LTTE. He has left his
organisation behind in the hands
of his close comrade-in—arms
Comrade Suresh Premachandran,
But above all Pathmanaba has
left us with his example. He was
never a talker and a writer. But
what he stood for, he acted out and
acted upon, Therefore we have
to gather together, systematize
and share our reminiscences of
Pathmanaba., And above all we

have to follow his example.
The Tigers may have killed
Comrade Pathmanaba. But as

Vijaya Kumaranatunge said at
the fuenral of Nandana Mara-
singhe, “they may kill the libe-
rationist, but they cannot kill
the liberation struggle. For the
liberation struggle is eternal.”
Someday when the peoples revo-
lutionary forces of the Sinhala,
the Tamil and the Muslim com-
munities wage their combined
struggle against reaction and
imperialism, the world will know
this — for surely at some decisive
stage and determinant of Vijaya
and Pathmanaba!

Pathmanaba's moral and ethi-
cal stature does not diminish
but grows with each passing day
as we reflect on the civilization-
al crisis of our country and
our revolutionary movements. I

will conclude  this, having
searched for a slogan which
may synthescize Pathmanaba's

ideas, his theory and practice,
our own historic, existential
encounter and indubitable future

reencounter. And that slogan is
this — SOCIALIST REVOLU-
TION OR DEATH! (]
Opposition. . .

{Contiried from page 13)

cent of the population, have
special problems. The Maldivian
attolls are also threatened by
rising sea-levels. The widening
economic gap between the capital,
Male, and the other izlands has
also to be bridged.

Such problems apart, the Mal-
divians are set on making a
mark in the community of na-
tions as a progressive, self-suffi-
cient society. They believe that
democratic Islam will help them
to achieve this status. They seck
Indian sympathy and assistance.
But Indian hegemony is totally
unacceptable,

The Maldivian people and the
growing opposition are seeking
fresh assurances from the Indi-
an  Government that equality
will be the basis of a bilate-
ral relationship — whether or
not Mr., Gavoom remains in
power. In short the Maldivians
desire genuine nom-interference
by their country’s big neighbour
in its internal affairs even as
they set about creating their
own political history. Mr. V. P.
Singh of course, reiterated that
this is the cormerstone of Indi-
an policy towards its smaller
neighbours. The Maldivian op-
position hopes it will remain
s0 if and when Mr. Gayoom is
toppled “by the people.”

IPKF in. ..

( Contfimed from page 12)

Rajiv Gandhi-Jayawardene Ac-
cord has relevance at this point
of time in view of the' new
Government in New Delhi is
for both countries to decide.
But what should be made quite
clear in unambipuons terms is that
India connot and will not stand
by and simply watch if any scale
of genocide of the Tamils of Sri
Laoka is attempted by the Sri
Lankan Armed Forces; and second-
ly, that India cannot but react
to any attempts by extra-terri-
torial powers to gain a military
foothold in Sri Lanka, inimical
to India’s interests.

— Indian  Defenice Review
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SRI LANKA

Economic Liberalization versus
Political Pluralism

Mick Moore (Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex)

1. Introduction

s there a positive symbiosis

between the liberal economy
and the liberal polity? From
the time the question became
meaningful, mainstream Western
social theory and doctrine has
tended to give a positive answer.
It has gemerally been possible
convincingly to argue an intrin-
gic causal connection between
the dispersal of economic (and
thus political) power inherent
in the competitive market eco-
nomy and the pluralism which
is central to all definitions of
the liberal polity. At a ‘broad-
brush® level the historical evi-
dence is supportive. There 15 a
strong empirical association bet-
ween liberal democracy and
{successful) capitalist market sys-
tems. While there are a number
of quite plausible arguments
indicating some potential deep
and long-term causal connections
between capitalism/the market
economy and political unfreedom,
the balance of long term histo-
rical evidence appears to support
orthodoxy.

However, the short term may
not simply be the long term
writ small. And in the contem-
porary world our attention s
directed less to episodes in the
‘natural’ expansion of the market
economy than to a category of
processes which may usefully
be viewed as somewhat distine-
tive: economic liberalization, where
this implies a very conscious
and urgent attempl by the stale
to bring about a rapid expan-
sion of the private over the
public economy, of market over
non-market resource allocation,
and of competitive over hierar-
chically-determined economic de-
cisions.

Contemporary evidence on the
political correlates of economic
liberalization appears ambiguous,
In some hitherto statist-cum-
authoritarian  regimes, "notably
socialist China and the Soviet
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Unpion and capitalist Taiwan,
recent moves towards economic
and political liberalism have
been closely connected both in
time and in the perceptions of
hoth proponents and opponents
of reform. Some mildly contra-
dictary evidence comes from
Britain since 1979 under the
Prime Ministership of Margaret
Thatcher., Here relatively radical
economic liberalization has been
associated with political centra-
lization along several dimen-
sions. The most disturbing in-
dications of the possibility of
perverse political correlates of
economic liberalization  huve,
however, come from the perip-
heral capitalist countries, above
all from the Southern Cone of
Latin America in the 19605 and
1970s. In Argentina, Brazil and
Chile in particular, a new sel
of economic policies, liberal
at least to the extent that they
involved a major opening of
protected import-substituting eco-
nomies to foreign trade and
investment, appeared to go hand-
in-hand with military govern-
ment; with overt, organized and
intellectually-elaborated projects
to depoliticize  scciety and
institutionalize military-cum-
technocratic rule; and with orga-
nized terror conducted by state
agencies against their own eiti-
zenry. It was the regimes of
this period which put such phra-
ses as ‘death squads’ and “The
Disappeared Ones’ into the
common vocabulary; generated
films like Missing; declared 1iberal
democracy to be subversive; and
killed, tortured and exiled thou-
sands of political activists, trades
unionists, intellectuals, students
and journalists, as well as more
arbitrarily-chosen suspects,

The notion that there was some
structural linkage between (a)
these grotesque political regimes
and (b) attempts to renew capiti-
list growth on the basis of a
more liberal economic regime,
received formal theoretical ela-

boration above all in the work
of Guillermo  ©O'Donnell on
‘bureaucratic - nuthoritarianism.’
From a functiopalist stance
O'Donnell argued an intrinsic
connection between authoritarian,
repressive, exclusionary regimes
and a particular stage of capi-
talist development: one invol-
ving the ‘deepening’ of the
capital goods stock and the
opening up to foreign trade and
investment. Leaving aside the
fundamental objections held by
many scholars to any variant
of Tunctionalist socjal theory,
a number of doubts arise about
the empirical . validity of the
O'Donnell thesis. It is to the
great credit of Latin American
studies that the thesis was soon

tested in a consistent and scho-
larly fashion, It was found
sadly wanting, It is part of

Latin America's continuing tra-
gedy that, despite a period of
widespread democratization in
the early 1980s, state terrorism
recurs in patterns which bear
no evident relation to govern-
ments’ economic policies.

Since the rejection of the
O'Donnell thesis we have lacked
a credible theory which hypo-
thesizes clear structural linkages
between authoritarian regimes
and attempts to introduce more
ecopomic liberalism into rela-
tively backward ecapitalist coun-
tries. Yet suspicions that there
are such linkages remain wide-
spread.

Despite the rejection of the
O'Dannell thesis, other scholars
have convincingly argued that
there were clear causal linkages
between the processes of poli-
tical authoritarianism and the
economic liberalism to which
the thesis related. Characteristi-
cally substituting an empirical,
behavioural and contingent app-
roach for O'Donnell's emphasis
on deep structure, societal func-
tion and historical necessity,
A. O. Hirschman has traced
savage authoritarianism and faith
in market discipline to the
deep frustrations of Latin Ameri-

ca’s bourgeois and military
strata after long periods of
populist mobilization of the

lower classes, entrenched trade
upion power, political instability,



economic stagnation, arbitrary
economic policy, restrictions on
international economic transac-
tions, hyperinflation, corruption,
and damning radieal intellectual
critiques of class rule. Looking
at six large Latin American
states, Sheahan has demonstrated
a4 positive correlation in the
19605 between the degree of
political  repression and the
extent of shift towards market-
oriented economic policies.

Other, less impressive evidence
[rom other parts of the Third
World is sometimes used to
fuel general suspicions of the
political implications of libera-
lized economic policies: the
alleged  connection  between
authoritarian regimes and suc-
cessful, capitalist free-market
economic policies in  Taiwan
and South Korea, and the public
disorder and conpsequent politi-
cal repression that often seems
to follow from the acceptance
by Third World governmennts
of the liberally-oriented econo-
mic policies associated  with
major stabilization and structural
adjustment loans from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and
the World Bank. It is in fact
the prevalence of such involun-
tary economic liberalizations in
the Third World since the early
1980s which currently provides
the main motive and reference
point for the articulation of
dissident doctrines about the
perverse  relationship between
economic liberalization and the
type of political regime.

In 1977 Sri Lanka elected a

new povernment which began
to initiate a process of econo-
mic liberalization. At that point

Sri Lanka had been invested
with an image of a country
which had failed to live up to
its economic growth potential,
but had nevertheless an enviable
record of mass welfare provision
and was one of the few genuine
liberal democracies in the Third
World. The proponents of eco-
nemic liberalization (naturally)
argued that the copsequent more
rapid material progress would
help preserve these social and
political achievements in the
face of increasing threats arising
from poor economic performance,

History tells a different story.
There was soon created a mew
political system involving a high
degree of centralization of power
around an Executive President.
The government began to repress
democratic opposition  parties
in a harsh and extra-legal
fashion. The life of the existing
Parliament was cxtended for a
further full six-year term in 1982

through a referendum marred
by lorce and [fraud, The Sin-
halese-Tamil ethnic conflict,

which had long been simmering,
burst into open warfare after
major civilian violence against
Tamils in July 1983. Resort to
violenee for political and cri-
minal purposes became wide-
spread, By late 1987 the state
system  itself had begun to
disintegrate in  an alarming
fashion: control of the Tamil
north and east of the country
was divided between an Indian
military ‘peacekeeping’ force and
the remnants of the main Tamil
separatist guoerilla army; in the
south the radical Sinhalese JVP
youth movement was in open
armed conflict with -state agen-
cies and the cadres of the
ruling party, and was attempt-
ing to establish some kind of
territorial control. The govern-
ment was deeply unpopular and
sustained in power in part by
the force of a much-expanded
{but still unreliable) military-
cum-political intellipence appa-
ratus and by the arming of its
own cadres. A multidimensional
proces of ‘political decay' had
set im.

A casual acquaintance with
the outlines of Sri. Lanka's
recent history seems adequate

to establish at least a prima
facie case that this is yet another
cxample of the politically corro-
sive consequences of economic
liberalization, Quite predictably,
variants of that case are argued
by Sri Lankans opposed to the
present povernment. The pur-
pose of this paper is to test
those arpuments, or at least
those aspects of them which
are testable. For after major
civilian attacks on the Sri Lanka
Tamil minority in July 1933
the various dimensions of poli-
tical decay became intimately

conclusion

interrelated in wvicious circles.
The Tamil separatist guerillas
obtained masses of recruits, more
financial, logistic and moral
support from their own commu-
nity and agencies of the Govern-
ment of India. The Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka spent much
more on defence, armed civilian
supporters of the ruling party,
and nurtured new military units
which had so0 much licence to
‘deal with' the Tamils that they
rapidly became brutalized. Time
and the popular Sinhalese na-
tiopalist reaction against the
government’'s acquiescence to the

Indian ‘invasion’ of the north
and the east in August 1987
led to the uwse of the armed

forces against the government's
Sinhalese opponents. After July
1983 the (geo-} political-cum-
military situation took on a
violent dynamic of its own which
far outweighed any possible
capsal linkages with economic
liberalization,

The focus of this paper is
therefore on the period between
the election of the new govern-
ment (and the first measures
of economic liberalization) in
mid-1977, and mid-1983. More
specifically, we shall be looking
for evidence of any causal lin-
kage hetween cconomic liberali-
zation and (a) the centraliza-
tion of state power; (b) the
repression of democratic oppo-
sition; and (¢) the sharpening
of Sinhalese-Tamil ethnic ten-
sions.

The main conclusion is that
there appears to have been rela-
tively little causal connection—
and even less connection of a
systemic Or generic  pature—
between economic liberalization
and any of these three dimen-
sions of ‘political decay’. This
15, however, limited
and modified by dilemmas as
to how we are to understand
the content of the term ‘econo-

mic liberalization’. As a pro-
cess of privatization, marketi-
zation, and creation of com-

petition between economic enter-
prises, liberalization seems exo-

nerated. But in Sri Lankan
conditions — conditions  fairly
typical of many developing

countrics — the process described
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4s  ‘ccomomic  liberalization’
actually involved a large net
increase in the foreign aid
inflow and a corresponding
expansion in the sizeand salience
of the public sector. There are
some reasons for suspecting that
this set of processes played
some causal role in encouraging
and sustaining authoritarianism.
The corollary of these conclu-
sions, not argued here in detail
for lack of space, is that the
main causes of political decay
lie within the Sri Lankan poli-
tical system itself, and are not

to be found within the sphere
of economy,
II. The Sri Lankan
Background
Sri Lanka has been to poor
Asia as Costa Rica has been

to Latin America, Each has been
almost a maodel of political
pluralism; democratic electoral
competition; tiny military estab.
lishments; effective public ad-
ministration; relstive socic-eco-
nomic equality; major welfare
expenditures on health, educa-
tion and food subsidies: low
rates of mortality and illite-
racy; and relatively egalitarian
and non-coercive patterns  of
social relations. Both could once
have been seen as staging posts
on the road to a social demao-
cratic utopia.

In 1981 Sri Lanka celebrated
a half century of universal suf-
frage. In each of the six gen-
cral elections between 1956 and
1977 governmental power shifted
between two major poljtical par-
ties, each with a relatively dis-
tinct ~electoral and policy pro-
file, at least in the socio-eco-
nomic dimension. The United
Mational Party (UNP) has fairly
closely resembled a maoderately
conservative Western Europe par-
ty, having its main base among
the more wealthy and generally
favouring private enterprise, al-
beit in a pragmatic fashion. The
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFF),
more oriented to the poor and
those of low status, more stat-
ist in economic policy, and less
pro-Western in foreign affairs,
can credibly be described as
centre-left.  For most of {15 ex-
istence it has been in electoral
or governmental alliance with
one or more of a socoession
of smaller, parliamentary Marx-
Ist parties.

An  important societal pillar
of the Sri Lankan poelity has
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been the indigenous elite which
grew up in the colonial period
around commercial and capital-
ist cnterprise, the white collar
professions, and the early and
thorough indigenization of the
state  bureaucracy. Socialized
around attendance at a few Bri-
tish-model public schools in
Colombo and residence in Co-
lombo’s Cinnamon Gardens arca,
this elite developed a coherence
and consciousness which partly
transcended particularistic caste,
ethnic and regional identities.
With roots in most ethnic, caste,
regional and religious groups,
the elite developed on the basis
of individual or family parti-
cipation in a wide range of
occupations: commerce, capital-
ist enterprise (especially planta-
tion ownership), urban landlord-
ship, the professions, public ser-
vice and electoral politics. This
was not a ‘national’ bourgeoisie’
in the sense in which this term
is normally used —i.e. a con-
scious and active opponent of
imperialism/metropolitan capi-
tal. It was, however, a single,
national elite marked by relative
coherence, self-consciousness,
and capacity for coordinated,
self-interested action. It con-
tinues to occupy almost all
significant positions of politi-
cal leadership, '

A major material pillar of
Sri Lanka's social democratic
consensus has been the heavy

taxation of the large (but re-

latively) shrinking plantation
sector  to finance the welfare
state. An important component

of welfareism — i.e. routine, in-
stitutionalized  distribution of
material resources to the mass
of the . population — has been
the expansion of the small fa-
mily farming sector through the
continual alienation of small
plots of Crown land to the
landless and more expensively,
through  the establishment of
irrigation colonies for small
farmers. Most beneficiaries have
been of the majority Sinhalese
communily., These colonies have
gradually  filled the hitherto
sparsely populated areas of the
Dry Zone which formerly separ-
ated the Sinhala-speaking arcas
of the southwest of the Island
from the Tamil-speaking areas

along the northern and eastern
coasls,
Large welfare commitments

and the well-established practice

of absorbing the surplus cutput
of the higher education system
by expanding the public bure-
aucracy left little scope for
major expenditures on military
hardware. Military expenditure
has been delightfully minuscule
and the armed forces small and
mainly ceremonial. TFor two de-
cades after the last British hases
were closed at the end of the
19505 there was a tacit but ef-
fective consensus that the in-
terpational powers would keep
their hands off Sri Lanka and
that India had a special role
as umpire and guardian.

This apparent idyll was not
unmarred. Indeed, it was only
the newly-arrived tourist who
viewed Sri Lanka in anything
like idyllic terms. There were
plans for at least two military
coups in the 1960s. In 1971 a
pourly—coordinated armed upris-
ing of rural Sinhalese youths
under a Marxist — Leninist ban-
ner came strikingly near success
in many areas, Thousands were
slaughtered as troops, acting in
the name of a government con-
trolled by an SLFP-Marxist co.
alition, re-established control.
That pgovernment ruled under
Emergency legislation for most

of its seven-year period of
office, and stayed so lopmg in
power only by using a new

constitution as a pretext for
extending the life of the exist-
ing Parliament. Frictions bet-
ween ethnic communities, espe-

cially between Sinhalese and
Tamils, had pradually exacer-
bated over decades. The most

pitiable wvictims were the Indian
Tamils who mostly manned the
tea estates. Disenfranchised im-
mediately after Independence
and trapped in a stugnant and
heavily-taxed sector of the eco-
nomy, they could do little to
protest at or escape their serf-
dom. The Sri Lanka Tamils,
at Tndependence well-established
in commerce, public service and
the professions, had gradually
been edged out of their niches
as the state was largely Sinha-
lizhed and the economy partly
socialized. Their elected repre-
sentatives have been powerless
in an electoral system which has
successively given Parliamentary
majorities to one of two major
Sinhalese-dominated parties. In
the early 19705 a handful of Sri
Lanka Tamil youth began to
organize armed resistance,
 Continzed on page 24)
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Rehabilitating Trotsky:

Achin VYanaik

t has been five years since

Mr Gorbachov came to power.
Every major Bolshevik leader
who was wrongfully accused and
sentenced in the infamous pur-
ges and Moscow Trials of the
1930s has now been fully re-
habilitated by the court of his-
tory itself bar one — Leon Da-
vidowich Trotsky! This shame-
ful lacuna does grave damage
to  the integrity of Mr Gorba-

chov's commiiment to pglasnost
and the restoration of truth.
It was, after all, the Soviet

president himself who said very
correctly that if truth cannot
be restored to the understanding
of the past then there can be
no coming to honest terms with
the present and therefore no
movement to a truthful future,

Yet five years on, that simple
decrec of official rehabilitation
of the single most important
and greatest of Stalin’s foes,
indeed the man whom all his-
torical evidence now confirms
beyond doubt was percejved by
Lenin himself to be his natural
successor, is still missing. The
incongruity and dishonesty of
this failure is all the sharper
because the fundamental crime
with which Stalin charged all
those leaders who have now
been rehabilitated was of Trot.
skyism or of abetting Trotsky
to overthrow the Soviet regime,
through criminal methods, If
they have now been exonerated
how on earth is it possible to
refuse to do the same to the
very person in whose name they
were wrongfully incarcerated and
sentenced?

But,” say:|Mr Gorbachov’s sup-
porters both domestic and for-
eign, Trotsky will eventually be
officially rchabilitated. This is
almost certainly correct. But
this will not do, nor should
this likelihood be allowed to
assuage the consciences of those
who have hitched their hopes
to the wagon of the Gorbachov
reformers. They must not be al-

lowed to divert attention away
from what is the crucial ques-
tion — why this unjustifiable de-

lay? Why when every other
major Bolshevik leader includ-
ing Bukharin has been rehabi-
litated in the name of reject-

ing the terrible Stalinist legacy,
the single greatest, most cour-
agepus, most consistent and in-
deed the First major leader to
launch the political strugple aga-
inst Stalin has not?

It is in attempting to under-
stand -this ‘riddle’ that we can
come closer to understanding
the limitations of Gorbachovism

Trotsky

and the current reform move-
ment in the USSR, To all those
who claim in the name of so-
cialism to have finally come to
terms with the horror of Stalinism
and who express their new found
determination to fight against
its past, contemporary and future
manifestations, there is a prob-
lem. Trotsky and Trotskyism
got there [first! After decades
spent in attack on the two for
opposing Stalin and Stalinism
as the essential embodiment of
Socialism (give or take a mis-
take or two) how does one come
to terms with Trotsky or Trot-
skyism now that one has to re-
pudiate Stalinism? Surely an
honest re-evaluation of Stalin

Why this unjustifiable delay ?

requires a corresponding and
equally honest re-evaluation of
Trotsky? And the very first step
in this must be his immediate
and unqualified rehabilitation,
What holds true for Bukharin
must hold true for Trotsky?
So why the delay?

One explanation of this is
obvious, The rehabilitation of
Bukharin and others, for ex-
ample, can be used to endorse
Mr Gorbachov's preseat turn
especially in the field of eco-
nomic policy. Trotsky cannot
be so used. While he support-
ed Lenin's NEP policy, he saw
it, as Lenin did, as an unavoid-
able compromise forced uponm
the USSR by weakness, not as
8 long-term perspective on how
to move towards a more social-
ist economy. Sccondly, Trotsky
and Trotskyism were not simply
a devastating critique of Stalin
but of Stalinism which was seen
as reflecting the interests of a
whole bureaucratic layer, That
is to say, Trotsky's was a eri-
tique of Stalinism from the left,
of mot just Stalin but of bure-
aucratic elitism and bureaucra-
tic rule as well as of capitalist
class rule. As such it has no-
thing to offer, except indict-
ment, of the present economic
perspectives of the Gorbachov
reformers, let alone the conser-
vatives within the bureaucracy.

Furthermore, in its political
perspectives, the principal legatee
of Trotskyism, the Fourth Inter-
national, has always endorsed
& democratic socialism whose
revolutionary emphasis on more
direct forms of democratic man-
date, control and representation
are well in advance of the
pluralisms of liberal democracy,
let alone the reform perspectives
of Mr Gorbachov and supporters.

Fourthly, the intransigent in-
ternationalism of this current
stands as a living reproof of
those aspects of Mr Gorbachov's
foreign policy (especially in the
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third world) where he has bo
jectively abandoned efforts to-
obstruct the expansion of wes -
ern  imperialism in the name
of peaceful coexistence and sys-
temic collaboration,

Fifthly, Trotsky and Trotsky-
ism lay powerful claim to be
the principal inheritor of the
Leninist tradition. It is one
thing for Mr Gorbachov to ac-
cept that Leninism and Stalin-
ism are incompatible but how
can Trotskyism as heir to Len-
inism be accepted without un-
dermining Gorbachovism’s own
legitimacy as the rightful legatee
of the Oclober Revolution? Only
at a time when Soviet reform-
ers are prepared to repudiate
the validity of the October Re-
volution itself, i, e. repudiate Le-
ninism in word as well as deed
(as some are demanding) might
they concede the [lundamental
continuity of Trotskyism with
Leninism,

What then can be expected
in the mnear future? At some
time probably within the next

five years. Trotsky as an in-
dividual, his historical role and
carcer will be officially rehabi-
litated. HMis stature as principal
opponent of Stalin, will be con-

firmed, This much cannot be
avoided. His writings should be-
come more f{reely available.

But, alongside this, there will
also be an ‘unofficial’ message,
For so long, Trotsky and Trot-
skyism were considered by the
CPSU to be essentially synony-
mous and both were considered
fundamentally objectionable.
Now in an ironic twist, 4 sep-

aration will be made hetween
the two. Trotsky the individual
might be conceded epormous

stature, but Trotskyism will be
presented as (a) deviating from
Leninism (b) the obverse side
in many, if not all, respects
of Stalinism, and therefore some-
thing to be shunned in the re-
form wing's current project of
establishing a ‘new, more hum-
ane socialism’. Tn “its own way
even such an outcome will re-
present a remarkable tribute to
the legacy of the *Old Man’,
to the power of his thoughts and
ideas and to the dismay these
still arouse to the powerful
everywhere.
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- midday meal

BRIEFLY. ..
{Continuved from poge 1)

@ Io Parliument, state min-
ister  for defence Ranjan
Wijeratne pledged that *the
LTTE criminals responsible
for the cold blooded murder
of innocent people in the
Eastern  Province would be
destroyed.

“They are criminals and

do not deserve to live, We
shall destroy them”, he said,
The Minister was replying a
matter of urgent public im-
portance raised by Opposi-
tion Leader Sirima Bandara-
paike and Muslim Congress
leader M. H. M. Ashroff.
@ Two former MPs of the
Eelavar Democratic  Front
(EDF), a close ally of the
LTTE were reported to have
left for Jaffna for ‘urgent
consultations” with their lea-
der Velupillai Balakumar to
determine the political future
of their party, amist reports
that EDF activists were pre-
paring to flee the country.
@ The Budget deficit this
vear was expected to rise to
Bs 33,198 million from the
earlier 51,000 million, Dr
Wimal Wickremasinghe, Min-
ister of Environment and
State Minister for Policy
Planning and Implementation
told parliament. The increase
was due to the unexpected
rise in government expendi-
ture due to the war, the school
and the pay-
ment of compensation to
SLTB employees, the minister
said.

@ An amendment to the
Appropriation Bill to incre-
ase the borrowing limit for

1990 by Rs 11,000 million
was presented in parliament,
The increase is from Rs 42,198
million 1o Rs 53,198 million.

@ O5ri Lankans working in
Kuwait were safe, Sri Lanka's
Ambassador L. Sheriffdeen
said in a telex to the Foreign
Ministry., There were 80,000
to 85,000 Sri Lankan working
in Kuwait at the time of
the Iraqi invasion.

@ Central Bank Governor
Neville Karunatilleke is  in-
creasingly worried about the
educational breadth of today's

academics. He said so at
school prize giving. ‘‘The
spectrum and quality of know-
ledge isn’t there any more’,
he said.

Economic. . .
(Continued from page £2)

There eon be little doubt that
a disappointing national econo-
mic performance helped struc-
ture and exacerbate petterns of
political disaffection, Because
of very rapid population growth
and, worse, almost continuous
deterioration in the terms of
trade, the economy had to run
hard simply to stay still, A
continuous growth of pational
production was in these circums-
tances no mean achievement.
But the rate of econmic growth
was low in rclation to other
parts of Asia to what many
people saw to be the inherent
growth potential of the economy,
and to the obligation to finance
major public welfare commit-
ments in the face of the drying
up the milch cow — the planta-
tion export surplus.

From the end of the 1950s
the economy was almost conti-
nuously hamstrung by inability
to fipance an adequate level of
imports. The currency and im-
port controls which this necessi-
tated formed the springboards
from which successive povern-
ments, especially those led by
the SLFP, launched restrictive,
redistributive, and statist imiti-
ative in economic policy. This,
alone with the increasing poli-
ticization of public life general-
ly, pave rise to considerable
frustration, especially among
wealthier and more Westernired
groups, The overseas ‘brain
drain’ of professional expertise
did not stop at the non-Sinha-
lese minorities. At the same
time, there was a steady expan-
sion of the queue of young
people seeking the white—collar
jobs to which they believed
their educational certificates en-
titled them. If Sri Lanka was
still in many respects @ model,
it was not, in terms of econo-
mic policy, material living stan-
dards and certain ‘bourgeois
conceptions of political and ad-
ministrative rectitude, guite the
model it had been in the 1940s.

NEXT: Economic Liberalization



Sﬁ ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter armongst thesa
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobacco
leaf in & barn. It is one of the hundreds of such

barns spread out i the mid and upcountyy
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
faltow during the off season.

Hera, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves lurn to
gukl... to the value of over Hs. 250 million or more
annually, for perfape 143,000 rural falk,

Tobacon is the mdustry that brings employmant o
the zecond hishest number of pecple, And these
pecple are the tobacen barn owners, the tobacco
arowers and those who work for them, an the land
and in the harms,

For them, the lobacco leaf means meaningful wark,
a comfortable life and a secure future, & good
encugh reason for laughter,

B# CeylonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our lund and her people.




PRAJA NAYA NIYAMAKA SCHEME

Bank of Ceylon has pioneered in the Praja Naya Niyamaka

Scheme linking the formal sector with the informal sector.

A Praja Naya Niyamaka

® He lends money (provides credit) to the members of

his community using Bank finance.
® H: works round the clo:k.

@ He is well known in his community and lends with or

without colateral as decided by him.
@® He decides on the repayment period.

@® Finance is easily obtainable from him and repayments

ar2 made on mutually agreed terms.

Bank of Ceylon Praja Naya Niyamaka Scheme

is a step in the right direction.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation.
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