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TRENDS

NO COVER FOR RIOT

Insurance for damage suf-
fered from riot and civil com-
motion will not be underwrit-
ten by the government in fu-
ture. Assurance for such cover
by the stale has been with-
drawr. Instructions have been
issued to all insurance com-
panies not to insure any per-
son1 or property against riot
or terrorism. A government
fund wnderwriting such in-
surance wilf no flonger be
avaifable.

Since war broke out in the
North and East on June 11
hundreds of reguests for in-
surance cover have been made
from those areas, but they
will not be accomodated be-
cause of the withdrawal of
the fund and also because in-
vestigations into cfaims can-
not be made in those areas
in a war situation, according
to official gources. The sus-
pension of cover however ap-
plies to other areas as well

COMMON ENEMY

State Minister for Defence
Ranjan Wiferatne has appealed
to  all communities in the
Eastern Province not to  play
into the hands of terrorists
by attacking each other, "f
appeal to members of all com-
munijties pot to attack one
another but to|back govern-
ment’s effart to! deal with the
common enemy, the LTTE",

he said. Beim B0 BN

INOLONGER =
PRIVILEGED

The exclusive right given to
nationals of Thafland under
a  hilateral agreement fo ex-
port geudas from Sri Lanka
has been allowed to fapse.
Hersafter the State Gem Cor-
poration will issue licences to
any fareigner, at its sole dis-
cretion, to buy and export
rough geudas from Sri Lanka.
A minimum of USS 710,000
wilf have to be jemijtted to
this country to gqualify for re-
gistration as an exporter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pseudonyms are NOT banned
from our correspondence colum-
ns. A letter to ba considered
for publication in the first ins-
tance must however have the full
name of the writer and his/her
postal address. This is common
editorial practice which is also
helpful in tha avent of lagal
action.

— Editor

LETTERS

The Greatest and the
Ablest

The caption *DS the greatest,
MM the ablest’ (Conversations
with JR 3 LG 15 August) could
give the impression that though
DS was fgreater’ than NM,
NM was *abler’ than DS, How-
ever, s the text makes clear,
what JR said was that NM was
the ‘ablest’ of the left leaders,
four of whom (besides NM
himself} are named: Colvin,
Pieter, Bernard and Philip.

I think few would agree that
MM was abler than Philip who

towered over the rest of the
left leaders. As for being
‘abler” than Colvin, Pieter and
Bernard (even if JR's assess-
ment is sound, which [ doubt)
is that such a big deal as all
that ?
Boyd Almeida

Colombo 4,

Ablest Lefi Leader ?

JR's assessment (LG 15 Aug-
ust) was wide off the mark.
The ablest left leaders werc
A E Goonesinghe, Philip, Har-
bouor Pivadasa and Bala Tam-
poe. ™M was accurately des-
cribed by Bala as *a mediocrity
who got lucky'. Colvin was
guick-witted but guite out of
touch with political and macro |
-economic realities. A dog-
matist who stretched or chop-
ped the facts to fit his procrus-
tean bed of obsolete theory.
Picter a flounder (a European
flatfish) out of capitalist water
floundering on  proletarian
sands. Leslie a decent human
being, guite gormless. What
can one say of Bernard ? Tenth
runner-up in the beauty con-
test ?

Piyal Gamage
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BRIEFLY. . .

@ The media in India has
been happy with President
Premadasa’s Independence
Day message to Indian Pre-
sident Venkataraman.,  The
mainstream press  displayed
it prominently. One publica-
tion said that it was cha-
racterised by unosual warmth.
Another sajd that it was
politically  meaningful and
in sharp confrast to the
“political polemies that mar-
red Indo-8ri Lanka relations
at this time last year'™
This paper (The JIndign E£x-
press said that the message
was an index of the recent
improvement in relations be-
tween the two countries.

The Hindu called the
message vousually warm.

@ Former [Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi told
the visiting Sri Lankan par-
liamentary delegation that
there was an 1llegal arms
market in India supplying
the: LTTE, the Khalistanis
in Punjab and the Kashmir
militants. Disclosing this a
member of the delegation,
Mr Dinesh  Gupawardena,
said that Mr Gandhi had
categorically stated that Indi-
an soil should not be used to
wage war io Sti Lanka,

@ Peace committees are be-
ing organised in  Eastern
Province villages inhabited
by Muslims and Tamils. In
the Kalmuni area the police
have made arrangements for
the Muslims to attend night
prayer meetings in three mos-
ques, under heavy security.
Earlier night prayers were
held at all sixteen mosques
in the locality.

STOP VIOLENCE

@ Indian Prime Minister
V. P. Singh, meeting journa-
lists at lunech, ecalled on the
LTTE to give up violence
and enter  the democratic

framework, He said that
India could join interpatio-
nal agencies to support Té-
fugee camps in Sri Lanka;
there was no progress over
India’s proposals to set up
camps here by itself, ‘he-
cause the LTTE was wpot
agrecable and India had no
leverage with that group.

NO MILITARY
SOLUTION

& Opposition Leader Siri-
mave Bandaranaike told a
five party protest rally at
Ratmalana that the North-
East problem could be sol-
ved only politically; never
militarily. The SLFP was
engaged in discussions with
Tamil groups towards this
end, she said.

The opposition leader
accused the government of
pampering the LTTE while
they, the Tigers, were going
ahead with an arms buoild-
up,

She said that Premadasa
Government should accept
the blame fully for the cri-
515 in the North and the
East; the government failed
to fill the wvacuum after the
[PKF withdrawal and allowed
the LTTE to gain the upper
hand,

MP's TAXED

& Ministers, MPs and gov-
ernment servants whose sala-
ries are pow tax free are to
be taxed, like anybody clse,
an Jsland report said, quoting
informed sources. The report
said that a tax commission
had recommended a lowering
of income tax and the elimi-
nation of wealth tax.

Another possible change
in the tax structure was
likely to be the dropping
of the Turnover Tax, 1o be
replaced by a Value Added
Tax (VAT) as in most deve-
loped countries,

CORRECTIONS

The fo]lnwing corrections are neces-
sary in the artlcle entirled K. Padma-
the Political Philosophy  and
Praxis® by Dayan Jayatilleka which
appeared in the
‘Lanka Guardian'.

naba:

last fssue of the

The last sentence in the concluding
parg of the third column on page 16
should have read as follows:

“HMis political work in India is also
noteworthy, becavse until that time
the connections betweenTamil fighters
and India had been with smugglers
and social bandits and also with the
most hard core Tamil Nadu nation-
aljsts,*

Para 2, third column, pagel8 should
read “‘The evolution of the world
Communist and Revolutionary Move-
ment has  vindicated Padmanaba's
own ideologica]l Tormatlion and syn-
thesis.*

The first para of the first column of
page 19 should read “I will say that
Comrade Padmanaba was certainly
ane of the outstanding Marxists pro-
duced by the Tamil nation of this
country — the others being Comradas
Vaidyalingam, Kandiah and Sapnmu-
gathasan — the last, Comrade Pad-
manaba greatly respected.”

The concluding sentence of the
penultimate para of the article should
raad as follows;

“Someday when the peoples revolu-
tionary forces of the Sinhala, the
Tamil and the Muslim communities
wape their combined strugele against
reaction and imperialism, the world
will know this — for surely at some
decisive stage and determinant mo-
ment of the struggle, they will unfyrl
the. twin banners of Vijaya and
Padmanaba®,




JAFFNA FORT:
Symbol and Reality

Mervyn de Silva

affna’s 300 year old Duich

fort under seige since June 10,
and the 220 palicemen and sol-
diers free to return to home
and family if the Army’s oper-
dtion is successful. The Sunday
ISLAND columnist TARAKI, the
best informed of columnists on
the Jaffna situation, argued that
the Jaffna Fort is a “‘symbaol’.
Of course, it is, But not symbol
only.

If it was only a symbol the
LTTE leadership would haveused
itsolelyasan argument to streng-
then their case before the people
— the Sri Lapka Lion Flag is
no different from the Dutch
flag or the Union Jack, the
flag of not just sovereignty but

SUpremacy. And so, in reverse,
the subjugation of the Tamil
minority., Such was the Tiger

propagandist thesis and emotion-
ally powerful case,

The thesis didn't end there.
It was used with deadly effect
not merely to rally the Tamil
people but to persuade the Sri
Lankan government why the
army should move out. In the
course of the LTTE-government
talks, 8 LTTE spokesman said
“alripht, if there must be a
symbol of  sovereignty and
Colomhbo’s authority, why not
make it the G. A’'s office, as

before, i.e. the civilian admi-
nistcation™.

But behind the symbol was
the reality. The 200-250 men

in the beseiged fort — some have
died there, some were rescued
in a daring operation-— pave
the government every right to
mount military actions, includ-
ing aerial attacks on the heavily
fortified LTTE bunkers. And
the planes or the helicopters that
came attracted LTTE fire. One
helicopter was in fact lost in
such an operation. And so,
what would ordinarily be seen
as a strictly military confron-

tation, bound only by the rules
of war, had a political-diplo-
matic aspect too., As long as
the Fort was under LTTE seige
and the service personnel inside
were virtnal hostages, nobody
could object to rescue opera-
tions. Not even India. (In faet,
any government with greater
military musele  would have
launched a well-planned com-
bined assault to rescue the host-
ages. The Indian Army would
certainly have done so).

The LTTE had a chance to
make a diplomatic deal. To
make the Fort a ‘neutral terri-
tory", the idea of placing the

Fort under TCRC control. The
LTTE muffed it by demanding
too much — to make the whole
area (the town)a de-militarised
zone; in short, forcing the Sri
Lankan armed services to pull
out from all their fortified posi-
tions. That was rejected of
course,

And then there is the Army.
We are at war. Call it uncon-
ventional war or protracted war
or counter-insurgency but war
nonetheless, with the Armed
Forces of the State mobilised
to the full to physically crush
or destroy a well-armed separa-
tist group that plans to divide
the country and establish another
State, Imevitably, military think-
ing, and military options, make
an increasingly stronger impact
on the decision-making process,
And why not? It is the army
that makes the supreme sacri-
fice, And casualty figures have
been quite high.

In these circumstances, an
important consideration in any
event, becomes the paramount
issue — the morale of the men.
That becomes the vital, all per-
vasive consideration of the Army
High Command.

Il the Fort is taken, the war
will move to a different phase,

hold
while the
*Tigers’, like all guerrillas will

The army  will well-de-

fended  positions

melt away, The LTTE will
subject the army to contipuous
hacpssment. And one wonders
whether civil administtation
can really be restored. - All this
on the assumption that the
Army will not be content with
merely replacing the 2307 thast-

ages” with a fresh  battalion
both ‘inside the Fort and on
patrol in the environs. In
short, Jaffna city cannot be
brought to  the level of nor-
malcy now prevailing in the
East. .. and even there the
LTTE has retained a  high
degree of mobility.

INDIA FACTOR

The Indian-Tamilonadu fictor
now re-emerges in that com-
plex equation 'which we saw
written  out: in the 1983-87

peériod. Each week, there his been
a distinct chanee in tope and
then substance in official decla-
rations in Delhi. The most recent
(27/8) shows a: distinct harden-

ing of the Tndian line.. Once
again the threat of an ‘exodus
i1s the justification not merely

for expressions of ‘concern’ but
bluat *appeals” for an **imme-
dinte end to hostilities’. In
the same statement, the Indian
Prime Minister Mr. V. P. Singh
said:

“We are deeply concerned with
the sharp escalation’ of the
conflict, , . indiseriminate attacks
on heavily populated areas' .. .
“ag a result the flow of refugees
from the island to Tamilnadu
will ‘place o heayy burden’’” on
India.

The final message was the
old familiar, The Lankan gov-
ernment must take “urgent steps’’,
with  an “immediate  ces-
sation of hostilities and a re-
turn to negotiations. A durable

3



solution to the ethmic conflict

cannot be found by military
means or violence'.
Prime Minister V.P. Singh

who recently survived a major
crisis in his motley coalition
is under presure from within
and without, from Chief Mini-
ster Rarunanidhi whose
is an important partner of the
ruling National Front, and from

the Opposition Congress of
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi,

Addressing District and State
presidents of the party’s Youth

Counecil, the General Secretary
of Mr. Gandhi’'s Congress ac-
cused the National Froat gov-

ernment of providing the coun-

try with *the weakest Centre
in India’s modern history. ..
“This government” he added

was composed of “two ideolo-
gically opposed parties’”. TUn-
der Rajiv's leadership, India
had opened a dialogue with
China, and the S8 Lankan
situation had greatly improved.

MADRAS NEXUS

In his reply during a debate
on a resolution introduced by
him, the Tamilnadu Chief Mini-
ster said: +Since a “neutral
guarantor’” was required to re-
move the apprehensions the gov-
ernment of India should come
forward to play such a role”,

The reselution said the “House
requested the Government of
India to find a political solu-

tion to this problem helping
the Tamils tc get a peaceful
life and create a climate faci-

litating the return of the refu-
gees to their motherland peace-
fully and without fear™

The resolution said hundreds
of Tamils were dying every day
due to attacks by the Sri Lan-

NEWS BACKGROUND

' GULF CRISIS: Massive multiple blows

DMK |

An oil price hike, remittances
from expatriate workers in the
Middle-east (mostly housemaids)
lost, tea shipments to Irag block-
cd, the job market in Kuwait and
the region crippled, the ranks of
the unemployed swelled, and gar-
ment exports to the US probably
slashed. Freight rates for west-
bound cargo have gone up. Never
in Sri Lanka's modern history has
the Island's economy received so
many blows at same time. Mean-
while military spending rises
steadily as the Army launches a
massive operation to relieve the
Jaffna Fort and rescue over 200
scryvicemen who have been virtu-
ally held hostage by the LTTE for
nearly 80 days.

With petrel costing more, all
transport fares have been raised,
and most consumer items cost
more,

Irag was the biggest buyer of
our tea, second only to Egypt.

Irag buys our low and mid-grown
teas, so popular in West Asia but
not in western markets,

Expalriate remittances came
second to tea as a dollar earner.,
In Kuwait alone, we had about
100,000workers, Remittances from
West Asja represented forty per-
cent of this income. Sri Lanka
has a huge budget deficit which
is largely met by loreign aid and
loans.

Unemployment has been 2
major socio-economic cause of
unrest, particularly youth revolt,

Though revenue from garment
exports has been often over-stated,
the actual dollar income is none-
theless considerable. Apart from
that, the garment factories, many
in the FTZ, have made a signifi-
cant contribution to employment
-generation, of young women
mainly. 8ri Lanka is probably
the one of the worst-affected
Third World pnations,

kan Army. Besides thousands
of Tamils affected by aerial
bombing had come to Tamil-
nadu as refugees after losing |
all their property the paper
said.

Mr. Karunanidhi said about

80,000 Tamil refugees had rea-
ched Tamilpadu in the wake
of the aerial offensive by the
Sri Lankan government and this
constituted an indirect aggres-
sion the paper said,

4

Seminar on Guif Crisis

The Policy Planning Ministry's
Dr. Lloyd Fernando, Tea Trade
Association Chairman Michael
de Zoysa, the Petroleum Corpo.
ration’s top executive P. L. Guna-
singha, the Labour Ministry Sec-
cretary Justin Dias, the Shipping
Agencies (Pvt) P. Dissanaike the
Sri Lanks Shipper’s Council’s
chairman W. T. Ellawela, the
Insurance Corporation’s - Marine
Insurance, Manager Roy Bala-
suriya, the Commercial Bank’s
Manager, Edgar Gunatunga parti-
cipated in a seminar on the im-
plications of the Gulf Crisis or-
ganised by the Ceylon Chamber
of Commerce. The following is
a summary of the views presented,

Dr. Fernando said that there
were no simple answers to the
complex problems facing the
country. For example, while the
government intends to continue
its policy of privatisation, public
scclor organisations provided a
stabilising effect in times of re-
cession,

The crisis would give a severe
beating to Air Lanka with an es-
timated loss of approximately
Rs. 400 million in forejgn cx-
change if operations to Kuwait
were not resumed for the rest of
the year,

If the situation developed to a
point where airlines would have
to overfly the Middle East, more
lopg range aircrafts would have
to. be deployed and a drop in
tourist traffic, particularly from
Eurcope was expected hecause
Furopeans might not want to
overfly a potential war zone
and with the cost of livingin-
creasing because of the fuel
hikes more Europeans would he
reducing their holiday air travel.

Air Lanka and other airlines
would have to raise fares due
to the hike in fuel costs. Air-
Lanka has already raised its
rates on discounting tickets,

Colombo Tea Traders' Associ-
ation Chairman, Michael de



Zoysa referred to  the crucial
importance of Iragi purchases
In  maintaining price level at

the Colombo auctions. Currently,
Sri Lanka's exports to Irag
amounted to about 15 per cent
of total exports. Kuwait, alth-
ough a smaller market, was an
important one, particularly for
value added teas,

Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
Deputy Commercial Manager,
P. L. Gunasinghe said that alth-
ough Iraq was not a major
source of crude oil for Sri Lan-
ka, the price of oil in the world
market had increased as a re-
sult of the Gulf crisis. He
emphasised the volatility of the
oil market in the past few weeks,
with prices changing from day
to day,

Labour Ministry Secretary,
Justin Dias speaking on emi-
grants’ remittances said that

about 500,000 Sri Lankan work-
ers were employed in the Mid-
dle East, of which 110,000 were
in Kuwait,

Remittances from emigrants
had been about Rs, 13 billion
in 1989 and had been projected
to reach Rs. 16 billion in 1990.
He felt that although emigrants’
remittances were usually ranked
third after tea and garments, if
nett foreign exchange earnings

were taken intoe account, em-
migrants’ remittances were the
leading source of foreign ex-
change.

He ualso mentioned that prob-
lems would be created in Sri
Lanka if there was a large

scale return of Sri Lankan work-
ers from the Middle East.

Ceylon Shipping Agencies (Pvt.)
Ltd. Marketing Manager, Para-
krama Dissanayake said that
shipping services to Iragq were
continving. He added that due
to the Gulf crisis, fuel oil had
inereased from US 70 dollars
to US 160 per metric tonne, as
a result of which there would

be increases in bunker adjust-
ment factors (BAF). He also
mentioned that an “increase in

war risks premium would entail
an additional cost of US 150,000

dollars per call for a US 20
million dollar ship.

Sri Lanka Shippers’ Council
chairman W. T. Ellawala said
that consequent to the rise in
bunker prices and changes in
relative exchange rates, Confer-
ences had -imposed increases in
bunker surcharges and currency
adjustment factors,

Roy Balasuriva informed the
members of recent increases in
war risks premia on marine in-
surance policies.

Edgar Gunatunga explained
the mechanisms by which trans-
fers of money are made in in-
terpational trade, Remitiances
from Iraq would therefore have
to be channelled through finan-
cial centres and banks in Sri
Lenka would have to take note
of the current attitudes of fin-
ancial centres to cash drafts
drawn by Iraq. He also referred
to the possible recessionary ef-

NEWS BACKGROUND

fects of the current crisis on
the American economy.

(5 0)

IMF LOAN

Sri Lanka has asked for urgent
IMF help under the Contigency
Compensatory Financing Facility
(CCFF). An enhanced oil hijll
will worsen the balance of pay-
ments by about 20 million dol-
lars. Oil imports last year was
260 million dollars. If oil jm-
ports are not reduced, Sri Lanka
may have to pay between 350-370
million dollars. The government
Is also negotiating with a com-
mercial bank in Colombo for
credit facilities to help the USSR
Tea Purchasing Board. The USSR
kept out of the auclions for the
past 3 weeks complaining that
interest rates  on  short-term
credit was too high.

CONDEMN

Six opposition

BOMBING

parties in a statement yesterday ex-

pressed alarm over the killings and disappearances of

innocent civilians In
disturbed that aerial
tion of the
innocent
perties.

lives

The six parties and
are — Sri

naike; Sri Lanka

and damage to civilian houses and pro- i

signatorles
Lanka Freedom Party: Mrs. Sirlmavo Bandara.
Muslim Congress:

the country and said they were
bombing carried out on the direc-
Government has caused

the loss of so many

to the statement

M. H. M. Ashraff:

Mahajana Eksath Peramuna: Dinesh Gunawardena, Lanka

Samasamaja Party:

Athauda Senaviratne;

Mava Sama

Samaja Party: Vasudeva Manayakkara and Tamil United '
Liberation Front: Marni Senathiraja. '

They said in the statem
bed at two statements mad

Defence in Parliament in t
debates that (l) For the

ent that they were pertur-
e by the State Minister for
he course of two Emergency
safety of the innocent civilians

they should evacuate and go on a mass exodus to Vavu-

niya where he would give

“facilities" and

(2) The alter-

native for the civilian Tamils is ta destroy tha LTTE.

"“We wish to remind the

minate killings

Government that indiscri-

of this sort as a means to an end is

an inhuman actlon against the people of our own country
and unfair by our armed forces who are compelled to

follow orders,” the parties said.

“We demand that the killings of civilians by indis-

- eriminate aerial bombing be halted forthwith.' they said.




SRI LANKA

A Commonwealth [nitiative ?

Minister
endorsed

Federal Op-
Commonwealth

ustralian Foreign

Gareth  Evans
proposals by the
position for a

role in ending Sri Lanka’s
seven-year-old civil war.

He raised the opposition
suggestion in  talks with Sri

Lankan government leaders, and
said later he planned to pursue
prospects of o “‘mediation
in the bloody ethnic confliet
when he returned to Australia,
Senator Evans, on a two-day
vizgit to Sri Lanka, declined to
elaborate, beyond saying he had
“some ideas which I want to
discuss with colleagues when I
get hack to Australia™.
Opposition  foreign  affairs
spokesman Senator Robert Hill
has called for a high-level
Commonwealth working party
to seek a ceasefire in the con-
flict between the majority Sip-

The Commonwealth team
would also seek to sponsor
peace talks between the povern-
ment and Tamil guerillas, who
have renewed their attacks in
recent weeks.

Senator Evans had talks with
President Roanasinghe Prema-
dasa. Foreign Minister Harold
Herat and Trade Minister  Ab-
dul Mansoor.

He said they discussed the
future course of the conflict,
which claimed an estimated
30,000 lives last year, and the
prospects for Senator Hill's plan,

““All 1 can say at this stage
is that those exchanges were.
I think, guite productive.”

He said he and the Sri Lan-

kan ministers had agreed not
to elaborate further on their
discussions.

He added: “I will make the

general point that a good idea

NEWS BACKGROUND

Senator Hill or anywhere else
if they can contribute helpfully

to the resolution of a very
difficult and wvery sensitive
issue."”’

There has been  heightened
tension in Sri Lanka after re-

cent attacks blamed on guerilla
members of the Liberation
Tigers.

In the past six days Tigers
have been blamed for the kill-
ing of more than 200 Muslims.

Since June 11, when the
Tigers broke a ceasefire, up to
2500 people have been killed.
including more than 600 Sri’
Lankan police who were dis-
armed shot, and buried in mass
graves.

Senator Evans has condemned
the killings of Muslims as a
“callous and calculated bid to
intimidate Sri Laoka's Muslim
community”’

halese and minority Tamils who {5 a good idea wherever it Senator Evans did not meet
are sceking an independent comes ~ from and I certainly ®BY Taml} representatives  dur-
state in the north-east of the start with no inhibitions at all 108 his visit.

island. about picking up ideas from (West Australian)

JAYAWEERA REPORT decisipn was taken to include

the discussions and comnients

5 arising at the conference in the

Kumar Complaints final version of the published

_ ; ; : ; report, which is due out later

Further to our telegram of The report, as you may be It would have been

3l July and yours of 4 August
regarding the PRIO report on
MNeville Jayaweera's fact-finding
mission to Sri Lanka. 1 should
like to explain the objection
to the publication of that report,

Firstly, the intefest of the
‘Guardian’ in the report is
greatly appreciated, and [ regret
that due to my absence on leave
in July, you were not informed
sooner of the objections to your
publication of extracts. However,
I am wvery grateful for your
prompt response once you had
received an indication that there
were objections, It i3 also
uccepted that the extracts were
published in pgood faith and we
do not accuse vou of any mali-
cious intent.

fi

aware, was commissioned by
PRIO from WNeville last year.
On receipt of the manuscript,
we felt it to contain certain
insights and recommendations
which should be brought to the
attention of all parties in the
conflict as soon as possible, It
was therefore decided to invite,
within a period of less than
two months from receipt of the
MS, several key persopns to a
briefing conference here in Oslo
where Neville could have the
opportunity  to  present his
findings. This, as you know,
took place on 11 June,

However, PRIO also wished
to include in the final wversion
of the report as wide a spectrum
of views as possible and so the

this year.
unreasonable to expect the con-
ference participants to comment
on the report if they did not
have access to a copy and soa
draft version of the report was
prepared which included only
some of Meville's amendments
and was virtually unedited other-
wise. This was distributed to
the participants on 9-11 June,

It is this report which has
somehow come into your posses-
sion and from which you have
subsequently seen fit to publish
extracts in the *Guardian’. The
principle PRIO objections to
this are:

l. That the report, as it stands,
is incomplete and, as yet, un-
published. This fact was not



acknowledged by the ‘Guar-

dian’.
2. The extracts were published
without any prior consulta-

tion with PRIO. This might,
under other circumstances,
be acceptable, although not
particularly courteous. How-
ever, copyright issues apart,
in the prevailing climate of
conflict in Sri Lanka, some
of the material could, with-
out proper balance from the

comments made at the con-
ference being iocluded, be
misconstrued.

3. PRIO seceks, primarily, to

foster peace. It is therefore
of some importance that all
parties in  the confiict are
given the opportunity to
present  their case. 1f  the
‘Guardian’ publishes, as it
has, extracts from an incomp-
lete report, those parties with
an opposing view are denied
the right of reply, as it were,
By any token, this is un-
desirable.

4, The passages reproduced in
the +*Guardian® have since
undergone several amend-
ments and additions which
alter the emphasis of some
of the original passages. [t
15 therefore regrettable that
the original version should
have been published without
these changes,

5. The decision of the *Guardijan’
to publish extracts of the
report has given rise to con-
siderable consternation on
the part of many of the
participants at the conference
and has caused them to be
reluctant to contribute their
comments to the final publi-
cation. It has also caused
PRIO some
with the donors for the pro-
ject who have registered their

unequivocal objections with
us. The argument is that
publication of part of the
report, und the manper in
which this was done, have
preempted any impact the

report may have had.

On the whole, therefore, vour
action has put PRIO in a some-
what delicate position, PRIO

embarrassment’

must be seen to be acting as
impartially as possible, We hope
that the [inal report will be
impartial and balanced. How-
ever, vou must appreciate that
the exiracts published by the
‘Guardian’, out of context, do
not help that perception. I would
therefore ask that, when you
receive a copy of the final report,
as I shall ensure you do, you
publish some of the comments
which present  an alternative
view to that of the already
published extracts, and that you
acknowledge that the latter were
taken from the draft report. This
action would be much appre-
ciated.

I would also be grateful if
you would grant PRIO the right
of reply on the matter, cither
by printing this letter or by
offering some space for us to
make our caze in a later issue,
Should you have any other
suggestions as to how the “‘Guar-
dian" can attempt to reetify
the situation, 1 should be happy
to learn of them.

With all good wishes and
thanks for your cooperation so
far, T remain,

vours sincerely
Kumar Rupesinghe
ECCO Director

Copy : Sverre Lodgaard, PRIO Director
Meville Javaweern,

NOTE BY EDITOR

A letter by Dr. Kumar Rupa-
singhe dated 14/8 and received
on 20/8 is published in FULL
al the earliest opportunity (1/9).

We are glad that the LG's
interest 1s “*greatly appreciated”’,
and that Dr. K. is “grateful”
for our “prompt response’” to
the PRIO telegram (L.G. 15/8)
although the LG itself  was
greatly incommoded. We had
to suspend publication of mate.-
rial already sent to the printer
and announced in its previous
issue, Since Dr. K. accepts our
“good faith™, his remark ‘we
do not accuse you of malicious
intent” is superfluous and per-
haps in poor taste, MNonetheless
we accept his assurance in the
same spirit in which it is offered.

Dr. K. says that on the receipt
of Mr. Jayaweera's report
“‘commissioned”’ by PRIO, he
“felt it to contain certain in-
sights and recommendations
which should be brought to the
dallention of all parties to the
conflict a5 soon as possible”.
That was also our response when
that report, like similar docu-
ments (International Alert,
Amupesty etc) reach us in  the
same manner. We felt some
of its ‘insights’ deserve o be
brought to the attention of our
readers. Sad to say, its reco-
mendations” could not be pre-
sented to our readers, in view
of PRIO’s telegraphic interven-

tion.

The LG is not a daily paper
of 40 or 50 pages, only a fort-

nightly journal of 24 pages.
We can carry only excerpts,
which is what we did in the

case of Eduardo Marino’s in-
sightful report on  “Political
Eillings in Southern Sri Lanka'
(I.A) Just for the record, edi-
tors edit. It's their job.

When we read a frontpage
newsitem in a leading local
daily that the report, commis-
sioned by PRIO, had been pre-

sented  to a distinguished
gathering in OSLO of both
eminent NGO representatives

and Sri Lankans — a conference
sponsored by PRIO—we regarded
the: document as public. The
guestion of “‘prior consultation™
with PRIO did not arise. Copy-
right is a matter best left to
lawyers, and the judicial opro-
CERS.

We are saddened by the news

that the LG excerpts caused
‘‘considerable consternation’.
To whom? Mr. Jayaweera? To

the participants? Sri Lankan or
foreign, or both? That such a
small circulation “little maga-
zine”’ should have such an elec-
trifying effect is truly amazing.
We wonder why it caused such

“considerable consternation'.
Anyway such- speculation is
idle since we have now sus-

pended publication of further

extiacts.

(Continwed on page 11)
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 1990

Thousands of people .
custody or were victims of extrajudicial
in the south

tions carried on
security forces and
to be associated with

*death squads’'
them,

died in
exacu-
Lankan
baliaved
government

“disappeared’’,
by Sri
The

failed to clarify the fate of 800 people who “‘disap-
peared’® in previous years, Thousands were detained
without trial under emergency regulations and there
were widespread allegations of torture., The Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) reportedly carried out
extrajudicial executions in the northeast and nume-

rous reports alleged torture of prisoners by

IPKF

personnel and Tamil groups allied to them.

n January President Ranasingha

Premadasa’s interim povern-
ment lifted the state of emergency
which had been in force since
May 1983 and released 1,519
pecople who had been detained
without charge under emergency
regulations. These regulations,
including Regulation 55FF per-
mitting police to dispose without
postmortem or inquest, were rein-
troduced in June amid widespread
violent strike action and unrest
instigated by the armed opposi-
tion group Jamatha  Fimulohi
Peramuna (JYP), People's Libera-
tion Front.

Parliamentary elections held
in February were boycotted by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in the northeast.
The IVP, which threatened ta kill
participants, boycotted elections
in the south, The ruling United
National Party (UNP) was retur-
ned to power after a campaign
marked by political violence.
Fourteen opposition candidates
and several hundred other peaple,
including members of the UNP,
were killed. Most of the attacks
in the south were attributed to
the JVP and in the northeast to
the LTTE. Rivalries between par-
ties contesting the elections may
also  have resulted in some
killings.

The JVP and the
Deshapremi  Janatha Fiyaparaya,
Patriotic People’s Movement,
continued a campaign of viol-
ence and intimidation and were
widely believed responsible for
thousands of murders. The victims
included people perceived as
“traiters” to the groups, priso-
ners, security forces personnel

associated

and their familics, members of
the ruling UNP, senior public
officials, broadcasters and left-
wing opposition activists, inclu-
ding some  Buddhist monks.
Members of the two groups rein-
forced their calls to strike and
todemonstratedgainst the govern-
ment by threatening to murder
those who refused to participate.
They also destroyed government
offices, post offices, tea planta-
tions and other state property.

Rohana Wijeweera, the JVP
leader, and his deputy, Upatissa
Gamanayake, were reportedly,
killed in November in disputed
circumstances. The government
said that after Rohana Wije-
weera’s arrest he had taken secu-
rily forces personnel to the JVP
headquarters in. Colombo and
had been killed there in a shoot-
out. Officials said Upatissa
Gamanayake was shot dead soon
afterwards while attempting to
escape from custody, In addition,
several other JVP leaders were
reportedly killed.

The LTTE was also considersd
responsible for political murders,
At least 38 peaple died in April
in a bomb explosion attributed to
the LTTE. Other victims includ.-
ed about 100 Sinhalese villagers
killed in the first four months of
the year, a Tamil parliamentary
candidate, the Government Agent
of Jaffna, and two leaders of the
Tamil United Liberation Front.

In April President Premadasa
offered an amnesty to Tamil
militants and the JVP. The JVP
did not respond but in June the
LTTE announced a cessation of
hostilities against the Sri Lankan
Government. However, fighting

continued between the LTTE and
the TPKF together with allied
Tamil groups.

The Indian Government agreed
in Scptember to withdraw the
IPKF by the end of the year,
provided that arrangements had

been made for the safety of
the Tamil community in the
northeast.  Apparently in anti-

cipation of the withdrawal, the
Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) and
its allies ebducted and detained
thousands of youpg men and
some women for training in a
new Indian-backed defence for-
ce, Indian troops withdrew
from Amparai District in Octo-
ber and the unofficial Tamil
MNational Army (TNA), believed
to  have incorporated those
abducted and trained, appeared
in its place, By the end of
the year an estimated 25,000
Indian troops remained in
Jaffna and Trincomalee dis-
tricts. As the Indian troops
withdrew, heavy fightiug was
reported between the LTTE and
the TNA, and between the LTTE
and the armed Tamil groups
allied with the Indian forces.

In October the government
invited the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRQ)
to Sri Lanka to trace missing
people, wisit places of deten-
tion and inform the parties to
the conflict about the rules of
war,

In the south extrajudicial
executions were carried out by
uniformed members of the secu-
rity forces and by +*death
squads” belicved to be associa-
ted with them. Many hundreds
of people were killed, appar-
ently because they were suspec-
ted of supporting or sympathi-
zing with the JVP, but it was
impossible to  establish  true
total. The identity of many
victims was not known beea-
use bodies were mutilated bey-
ond recognition, burned in heaps
on tyres or thrown in rivers.
Some bodies were dumped long
distances from the scene of
execution. The relatives of
missing people were often too
frightened to pursus inguiries,
However, some people witnes-
sed their relatives being taken
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into. custody and later identi-
fied bodies, Some victims had
been taken by uniformed police
or army officers: others had
been abducted by unknown
armed men in civilian clothes,
some of them travelling in
unmarked vehicles.  Security
force spokespersons said many
victims were JVP sympathizers
or collaborators. Other people
killed were from villages beli-
eved to be collectively sympa-
thetic to the JVP.

In a new development, res-
ponsibility for many retaliatory
killings following attacks by
the IVP was claimed in the
name of “vigilante” or para-
military groups. The pgovern-
ment claimed these groups
operated independently  and
without official sanction. How-
gver, the security forces were
widely believed to have been
directly involved or to have
acquiesced in these killings.
Witnesses said some  victims
had been in security forces
custody shortly before they were
killed,

Reports of extrajudicial executi-
ans attributed to security and pa-
ramilitary forces increased signi-
ficantly after emergency regula-
tions were reintroduced in June.
These regulations permitted
security forces to dispose of
bodies without postmortem or
inquest. Reports of exlra-legal
killings increased again from
August, when the IVP announ-
ced it would kill the families
of personnel who did not
resign from the security forces.
Posters, some signed in the
name of the Sri Lanka Army,
then appeaed in public places
bearing threats that 10 or more
relatives of IVP members
would be killed for each kill-

ing of a security force mem-
ber's relative:

Hundreds of demonstrators,
many of them coerced into

demonstrating by the JVP, were
shot dead by security forces.
In July hundreds of people,
under pressure from the IVP,
defied curfew vegulations and
demonstrated against the Indiap
military presénce in Sri Lanka.
About 150 peaceful demonst-
rators were reportedly shot
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dead by police at several loca-
tions in the south. Hundreds
more deaths are believed to
have remained unrecorded.

Lawyers pursuing human rights
cases were among those who
were apparenatly catrajudicially
executed. Charitha Lankapura
and Kanchana Abhayapala had
filed hundreds of habeas corpus
applications with the courts on
behalf of <disappeared’ priso-
ners and others arrested in the
south. The former was kllled by
unknown armed men in July
and the latter in August. At least
20 other lawyers were reportedly
threatened with death in attem-
pts to prevent them [rom working
on such cases, Several people
who complained of or witnessed
human rights violations by the
security forces were also reporte-
dly killed.

By July over 400 habeas corpus
petitions had been filed on be-
half of people who had alleg-
adly “disappeared” or been ille-
gally arrested in the south. Very
few petitions were filed after
Charitha Lankapura's death be-
cause lawyers feared reprisals
for taking on such cases,

Information was received dur-
ing the year about over 2,000
sdijsappearances’’ after arrests
by security forces in the south.
Most victims were young men,
many from socially depressed
areas, but included some Bud-
dhist monks and students. Some
people who reportedly “disap-
peared’” were later released after
being held in unacknowledged
detention by the authorities.
Other “disappeared” people were
believed to have been killed,
and the fate of many remained
unknown,

The authorities arbitrarily ar-
rested thousands of people on
the basis of anonymous depun-
ciations and suspected links
with the IVP. Some detainees
were released after short periods.
Others were detained under the
Prevention of Terrorism  Act
(PTA), which permits up to 18

-months' detention without charge

or trial, or under the emergency
regulations (reintroduced in June)
which permit indefinite detention
without charge or trial. Detai-
nees were commonly held ip-

communicado. Many reportedly
were tortured and died in cus-
tody. Relatives of suspects were
also held as “hostages’ in the
ahsence of the wanted person.
Many of the relatives were ap-
parently beaten in custody and
some were killed, The brother
of an army deserter was repaort-
edly arrested in Kandy district
in place of his brother in July.
Mext day his body was [lound
in a nearby reservoir.

The trial of three police of-
ficers accused of murdering Wije-
dasa Liyvanarachchi in September
1988 (see Ammnesty International
Report 1989) were released on
bail in January. The suspects
included the Chief Minister's

son and several law enforce-
ment officers, Their trial had
not started by the end of the

year,

In April the Supreme Court
awarded damages to several tor-
ture victims and people who
had heen illegally detained. A
lawyer received death threals
after her client was awarded
record damages for torture. A
few days after a victim of wrong-
Ful detention was awarded da-
mages, he was reportedly ab-
ducted and “disappeared”.

Several trials for violent poli-
tical offences in the South be-
gan during the year. Five people
were charged under the PTA
and emergency regulations for
a grenade attack on the parlia-
ment building in Auvgust 1987
(see dmnesty [nternatfonal Report
1988y and for other offences,

Their trial which began in
August, had not been comple-
ted by the end of the year.

Four people suspected of mur-
dering the UNP Chairman in
December 1987 (see Amnesty In-
rernational Report 1988) were pult
on trial in May. One of the
defendants was shot dead in
hospital by unidentified armed
men in September — he had been
admitted after suffering heart
trouble in jail. He said he had
been tortured during interroga-
tion,

In the northeast hundreds of
people were arrested by the
IPKF and scresned for links
with the LTTE. Members of
the EPRLF and allied Tamijy



groups aided the IPKF in iden-
tifying sospects. Relatives of
LTTE suspects were also re-
portedly detained, The Indian
authorities did not disclose
whether these detainecs were
held under Sri Lankan or Indian
legislation. There were no re-
ports that detainees had been
charged or tried. In August the
Indian authorities reportedly said
5,489 oprisoners were in IPKF
custody. Members of the EPRLF
and other Tamil pgroups also
regularly arrested and detained
LTTE suspects, according to re-
ports, but no information was
available on how many were
detained.

Both the IPKF and groups
allied with them reportedly
tortured prisoners. Indian troops
regularly beat prisoners and
subjected them to electric shocks.,
Dozens of prisoners were repor-
tedly killed in custody. There
were dozens of cases in which
arrests by the TPKF or EPRLF
were witnessed and after the
authorities said the detainces
had been released, their bodies
were found with  punshot
woudns.

Several reprisal attacks by the
IPKF after ambushes by the
LTTE were reported, Up to 46
people were extrajudicially exe-
cuted at Valvettiturai in August
after the LTTE had ambushed
an IPKF patrol there and killed
six Indian soldiers, Among the
reporied victims was a one-year
-old child,

Many extrajudicial executions
in the northeast were reportedly
committed by the EPRLF and
their allies, acting with the
backing or acquiescence of the
IPEF. The EPRLF was allegedly
responsible for scores of extra-
Judicial executions.  Ahilan
Thiruchelvam, the son of the
editor of a Jaffna-based news-
paper, was detained in May
by armed men seeking his lather.
The son’s body was found soon
after with gunshot wounds.

Information was  received
during the year that at least
two of six Tamil asylumseekers
who were forcibly returned to
Sri Lanka from the United
Kingdom in February 1988 had
been tortured afrer their return.

One of the vietims was repor-
tedly tortured by the IPKF in
Jaffna, and the other by police
in Colombo,

In January Amnesty Interna-
tional welcomed the lifting of
the state of emergency and the
release of prisoners detained
under emergency regulations.
It urged the goveroment to
repeal  indemnity  legislation
passed in December 1988 (see
Anmesty International Report [989),
The arganization proposed a visit
to Sri Lanka by an Amnesty
International delegation to dis-
cuss human rights issues with
the authorities,

Throughout the year Amnesty
International urged the govern-
ment to adopt effective safe-
guards to protect detainees from
torture, death in custody and
“disappearance’, Tt recommen-
ded that the PTA and the re-
introduced emergency regulations
be amended to protect human
rights. The organization ex-
pressed particular concern about
ineredased reports of extrajudicial
executions attributed to  the
security forces and to ‘death
squads" apparently working with
them. It urged the government
to withdraw Emergency Regula-
tion 55FF, to imstitute an inde-
pendent commission of inguiry
into extrajudicial executions and
to clarify the fate of the *dis-
appeared". Ammnesty Interna-
tional also requested effective
protection for people who had
received death threats.

The povernment responded in
July that Amnesty International’s
proposed visit should be “‘post-
poned for the time being”. In
August the Minister of Foreign
Affairs informed Amnesty Inter-
national that the =Sri Lanka
Government has not repeat has
not given orders to execute any-
body”, and that ‘*subversives’
had been killed by the security
forces during exchanges of fire
in combat,

Amnesty International urged the
Indian Government to investi-
gate reports of torture, deaths
in eustody and extrajudicial
executions committed by the
IPKF and allied Tamil groups
in the nportheast. The organi-

zation also called for safeguards
to prevent- suech human rights
violations, It appealed to the
Maortheastern Provinecial Council
to halt the abduction and forcible
detention of “recruits”™ to in
irregular secruity force and to
release people held for training
against their will. The council
responded to Amnesty  Inter-
pational that the recruitment
was voluntary.

In May Amnesty International
published a report, Sri Lanka:
Continuing Human  Rights  Viola-
tions, which detailed its concerns

in both southern and northe
eastern Sri Lanka. In Decem-
ber it published S Lanka:

Reports of Extrajudicial Executions.

Kumar.. .

(Continued form page 7)

Dr. K. says that the passages
already published have seen
sgeveral amendments. How
were we to know? Or that the
report was “incomplete’? No-
body informed us. On the first
PRICQ response in  this regard,

we acted instantly, a token of
our respect and regard for PRIO.

“Proper balance’ ‘talternate
views™ etc, are quite plainly
problems for Dr. K., as Director,
organiser, editor or as indivi-
dual.

As a Sri Lankan, Dr. K., who
seems to be puzzled (upset?) by

the way in which this report
“somehow” came into  [our)
possession, will be relieved to

hear that it came somehow via

the not always super-efficien
General Post office.
It is precisely because we

have appreciated PRIO's efforts
to help resolve the Sri Lankan
conflict that we have always
given a prominent place to
PRIO  reports.... although one
such report, a hibliography,
earned the L. G. a rude remark
from a Sri Lankan Ambassador,
who [ am glad to add is now

a suitably  chastened L.G.
reader,
As am expert in conflict-

respolution we are certain Dr.
K. will solve his problems.
Somehow.
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J.V.P. : Politics of the Underground

Bruce Matthews
Introduction

Reccnﬂy in Sri Lanka the
activities of the Sinhalese
political parly and terror orga-
nization, the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (People’s Liberation
Front) and its three satellites,
have become an equal if not
more pressing challenge to the
destiny of the countiry than the
unresolved issues of ecthnic dis-
cord between the majority Sin-
halese and the minority Ceylon
Tamils. The party was outlawed
in 1983 (blamed for the infamous
race riots of that year). Despite
the fact that this proscription
has been lifted in the interim,
the J¥E has remained Jlargely
clandestine and quiescent, only
to emerge suddenly and unex-
pectedly in [988 as a strong,
committed force. It is a testi-
mony to their remarkable revival
that for five weeks prior to the
presidential election of 19 Decem-
ber 1988, it was uncertain whether
the JVP might not actually capture
state power. They did not succeed,
but at the very least, the JVP
set the political agenda for the
island  during the tumuoltuous
months surrounding the - presiden-
tial election and, as importantly,
the parliamentary (15 Febroary
1989) elections. They are still
as serious a threat to the sta-
bility of the state as were the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam prier to the Indo-Lankan
Accord of 1987. Frankly said,
the JVP continue to have the
potential to paralyse government
economic initiatives and social
policies, either by force of
arms or by manipulating poli-
tical discontent and rancorous
opposition parties to their ad-
vantage. Mo one knows for
sure how large the JVP is because
its size fluctuates according to
its needs. Its nucleus may
consist of only a few hundred
men and women. Inspired and
well-trained, they are superbly
organized by its founder and

{ This article appeared in ROUNDTARLE
(1880 the Jowrnal of the Royal Tnstitise
af Commenwealth A ffairs, Londonr).
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leader Rohana Wijeweera. They
are a cunping and merciless
terror group committed to a
doctrine unmodified since they
first set down their Che Guevarist
revolutionary programme two
decades ago. Anarchic rather
than classically Marxist, nihilis-
tic and as violently anti-Indian
as they are anti-government,
they appeal to a broad spectrum
of young Sinhalese who provide
an endless stream of initiates,
These devotees generally serve
the IVP in ‘cells’, and perform
random acis of terror, unknowing
of the chain of command or
of the membership at larpe.

This paper seeks to unalyse
this sitvation from three per-
spectives. TFirst, it reviews those
recent events in Sri Lanka that
have made it possible for the
JVP to return to a position of
influence after years of low
visibility. Second, the paper
describes the present JVP ideo-
logy and constituency. Third,
it replies to the question of
how serious a threat the JVP
is to society and state, and
what strategies are involved in
an attempt to check or defeat
that.

PEACE ACCORD

The JVP was sucecessful in
repaining the offensive at the
time of the signing of the July
1987 Indo-Lankan Accord. They
and others interpreted the Accord
as a affront to ‘nationalism’ and
to ‘patriotism'. The Accord pro-
vided an unexpectedly opportune
recovery of strength for the JVP.
Using it as a symbol of Sinha-
lese humiliation the JYP recog-
nised ils capacity fto mobilise
ethnic fears prejudices and dark
jealousies. These are the forces
in the past that had been har-
nessed and moulded by the JVP
and other Sinhala chauvinist gro-
ups to see their purposes. The
Accord was indeed timely for
an organization that was all

the while waiting for the
appropriate catalyst to thrust
it back into mainstream of

political life,

In addition, the exhausted
state of the United MNational
Party's ‘Long Parliament’, and
the impending chaos of an
election year, fell to the JVP's

advantage, The UNP did not
have a record with regard to
elections. Iis referendum 10

1982 (instead of a parliament-
ary election? was a warning
enough to create suspicion in
the public mind about UNP
intentions for the presidential
and parliamentary elections of

19 88— 89, It was widely rumou-
red that President J R. Jaya-
wardene would attempt once

again to run for office, or to
find an excuse for not holding
the elections at all. Thus the
months of uncertainty leading
up to the presidential polls in

December were an ideal con-
text for the IVP.
Bohana Wijeweera, still in

his mid-forties, cleverly mano-
euvred his party to have full
advantage of anti-government
sentiment and of the vacuum
created by the lack of a strong
political alternative to the UNP,
This was accomplished in seve-
ral ways. For example, JVP
hartals and disruptions to public
life as symbols of protest were
potent challengers to government
authority. So widespread and
paralysing was the hartal of 10
November 1988, for instance,
that it is questionable whether
the government had lost control
of the situation altogether. In
the long run, these incidents
were costly to the IVP because
it was alleged that they were
the consequence of public sub-
mission to terrorism, and not
a genuine response to JVP ideo-
logy. In the short run, how-
ever, such actions lowered public
morale, exasperated and confused
the government, and caused out-
breaks of panic that closed down
the economic, educational and
administrative infrastructure of
the whole country. They proved
fertile conditions for a politi-
cal convulsion, not a success-
ful series or elections.

(To be continued)



Kuwait: diary of an occupation

VICTOR MALLET flew into Kuwait just as lraqi
tanks were rolling across the border to invade

the oil-rich Gulf

emirate.

For 11 days in

Kuwait City, during most of which communi-
cations to the outside world were shut down,
he was the only British journalist watching the

rape of a country.
account

Thursday Auvgust 2

Imq invades Kuowait before
dawn, taking the population
completely by surprise despite
the eollapse of negotiations bet-
ween the two countries in Jed-
dah the day before. People are
still eommuting to work in the

cily centre hours after Iragi
forces had crossed the border
and  taken the capital. T am
among thousands of civilians
caught in the fighting and Tam
kept under guard out in the
open by Iragi soldiers before

being released. At first it seems
that Kuwaiti troops have only
fought back in the city centre,
particularly at the royal palaces
of the ousted Al-Sabah family,
but the burned-out tanks and
armoured cars I saw later in
Jahra area o the west show
that there were battles outside
the capital as well.

Kuwaitis are shocked and can
hardly believe that their country
has been overrun. Some of
them assume that President Sad-
dam Hussein of Irag is simply
making a show of force to ex-
tort money from Kuwait. Thou-
sands of foreign workers from
the Arab world, Asia and the
West are aflso caught unawares
and trapped in Kuwait. *It's
chaos,” said one British diplo-
mat during the morning T[ight-

ing. “We don’t know what's
happening. We're alarmingly
near to it here. The embassy

is mear the Emir's palace.”

Later in the day a radio broad-
cast on an unfamilliar wave-
length claims that the free pro-
visional government has over-

Here is his eye-witness

t!jruwn Sheikh Jaher, the Emir,
and invited in the Iragis. No
one believes it, and suspicions
are later confirmed by Iraqg's
annexation of Kuwait. Mean-
while the Kuwaiti television air-
waves are still in the hands of
the old regime, and the televi-
sion broadeasts an appeal for
resistance by Sheikh Saad, the
Crown Prince. “They have come
to kill the sons of Kuwait and
its women," he says. **Our pat-
riotic army is repelling the ag-
gression. Kuwaitis should stand
behind them.” In fact the army
has all but fled and the tels-
vision is apparently broadcast-
ing from a seeret loeation, al-
though isolated pockets of re-
sistanee will continue 1o trouble
the Iragis for several days to
come.

Senijor members of the ruling
family have escaped to Saudi
Arahii,

Friday August 3

Iragi troops consolidate their
hold on the country but resis-
tance continues and there is
further fighting both at the
Emir's Dasman Palace and at
the military barracks near Shu-
waikh. MNear the conference cen-
tre for the Gull Co-operation
Council we see three shot-up
Iraqi pickups which have evi-
dently just been ambushed. Four
corpses lie by the roadside.
The Iraquisappearto have chosen
the Sheraton Hotel as their
headquarters and they position

tanks along the seafront next
to Arabian Gulf Street. Resi-
dential areas are largely left
alone.

Baghdad Radic announces that
the, new government, declaring
the Al-Sabah to be corrupt, has
confiscated all their wealth, but
there is still no indicalion as
to who is in the néw leader-
ship. They later turn out to
be TIragis. Rumours that for-
mer Kuwaiti opposition figures
such as Dr Ahmed Khatib might
be involved are vigorously de-
nied. Resistance in the bar-
racks seems to have heen crushed
by the evening. Throughout
Kuwait the number of dead and
injured is estimated at about
800, although there are no ac-
curate figures available.

Some  shops, including the
Sultan Centre supermarket, are
open by the afternoon and only
milk and bread are in short
supply. Queues form at petrol
stations and mwezzin call the
faithful to Friday prayers from
the mosque minarets. Kuwaitis
are still stunned by the Iragi
attack. “They cannot just do
this, even if they oppose the
Kuwaiti Government," says one
civil servant, **A country has
its dignity.”” Like many Kuwai-
tis, he says that people want
to run away to Saudi  Arabia
if they can. International tele-
communications are cut in the
evening, although telex lines to
Saudi Arabia function intermit-
tently until Saturday. Local tele-
phone lines have worked thro-
ugh-out the crisis although, after
a few days, numbers beginning
with the digits 24 — including
several ministries and the Brit-
ish and US embassies — stopped
working.

Satorday August 4

The fiasco of the Iragi-imposed
government becomes more pro-
nounced. Kuwaitis scoff at the
fuct that thejr supposed new
leaders have not shown their
faces and that the announcers
of the new Iragi—controlled TV
station speak in Iragi accents
and do not know how to wear
the ghutra — the traditional Ku-
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waill headdress, Even Kuwaitis
with grievances agajnst the royal
family are now completely ali-
enated by Irag’s crude propa-

ganda. ©T think this is non-
sense,’’ one Kuwaiti newspaper
publisher. *I have absolutely

no idea what's going on. There
are lots of rumours”

The first reports of looting
— latter to be confirmed — sur-
face in Kuwait. Residents say
the gold souk has been rans-
acked, athough it is mot clear
who did jt. Civilians mount a
resistapce campaign in the Kei-
fan district of the capital. The
Trugis mednwhile have opened
prison gates, apparently taking
away a group of Kuwaiti Shia
Moslems convicted of bombing
western embassies.

A  handful of Britons also
freed approach their embassy
for passports. For the first time
there 15 8n. eye-witness report
of westerners being driven away
in buses by the Iragis. Fren-
zied shoppers continue to empty
the shelves of the Sultan Cen-
tre. Tinned foeds — except for
quails’ egps — are running out,
but cherries from the US and
cabbages from Holland are still
available. T am astonished when
the cashier accepts my credit
eard and gives me tickets for
a luck draw. Such is the un-
reality of war. The prize for
draw, a car, was later stolen.

In the afternpon a helicopter
cireles: around the Holiday Inn
Hotel when puests with nothing
to do and nowhere to go sun-
bathe by the pool. Even after
the fighting began the hotel's
telex machine cheerfully and
automatically answers back to
desperate callers: “Welcome to
a new age of elegance.”

Sunday August 5

Resistance conptinues. [ had
some colleagues have to stop
our car and dive for cover as
gunfire is exchanged across the
main road., From where we lie
in the dust it seems that resis-
tance forces are attacKinga pas-
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sing Iragi convoy. Such ambu-
shes seem to be common. Just
beyond the shooting an Iragi
soldier flags us down and asks

over—optimistically Tor whisky.

Civilian resistance also bepins
to grow and in one part of the
town 150 women demonstrate
against the occupation. Kuwaitis
see [raqi civilians moving into
Kuwait following Baghdad®s an-
nouncement that 100,000 people
in southern Iraq have volunte-
ered for a popular army. They
suy Iraqis are knocking on doors
and asking for dishdashas, the
traditional mule rohe worn 1o
the Gulf. Anti-Irag praffiti is
now widespread. Kuwaiti flags
and pictures of Sheiks Jaber and
Saad arc plastered over road
signs and hung from bridges.
The Holiday Inn, however, deci-
des that diseretion is the better
part of valour and finally takes
down the pictures of the two
sheikhs in the lobby.

Tanks are seen entering Kei-
fan to crush the resistance there.
From Rumathiya a resistance
member calls me and says: *It’s
still going on. One of my cousins
is injured. We've received a
message from the Emir saying
that he is getting ready to come
back with tanks and helicopters
to help us. I have Lo go now.
There is shooting outside.”” Two
Kuwaiti Air Force aircraft which
escaped during the invasion are
said to have bombed an airfield
or a police station in the Jehra
area although details are un-
clear, One of the many wild
rumours circulating has it that
aircraft bombed Baghdad and
injured Saddam.

Monday Aungust 6

Shortly after midnight we see
a televised appeal to the nation
from Sheikh Jaber on satelite
television but he reads from his
notes and does not look charis-
matic. Coneern among loreign-
ers about their fate increases
following veiled threats from the
Iragis. Halfway through break-
fast 1 and other hotel guests
are ordered to our rooms by

the management amid fears we
will be rounded up and taken
to Baghdad, as others have been.

Confusion rteigns.. The crews
of British and Morocean pas-
senger aircraft trapped in Kuwait
are told to take the planes to
Baghdad empty. But they never
take off. Embassies — sometimes
without telephones — are strug-
gling to find out how many of
their citizens are in the country
during the summer holidays.
The system of district wardens
used by some embassies seems
to be chaotic. *We are feeding
ourselves mostly with frumours,”
says one Soviet diplomat dealing
with an -estimated 1,000 nation-
als, “We must be tosether now.”
Some embassies are having prob-
lems with their short-wave trans-
mitters which they use to keep
in contact with their capitals.
Ragged Iraqi civilians are said
to be moving into some resi-
dential areas but not all accounts
can be confirmed. The Iragi
authorities urge people to goto
work. Mo one scems fo take
any mnotice but essential services
are still functioning. A 7 pm
to 7am curfew has been declar-
ed but many Kuwaitis ignore
it.

Tuesday August 7

Refugees continue to head for
the border with Saudi Arabia
but it is closed. We encounter
a washing machine which has
fallen off a wvehicle in the mid-
dle lane of the highway to al-
Salmy in the west. We are
turned back by an Iragiroad-

block.
More looting is reported in
the city centre uand there are

reports that ration cards are
being issued in some areas. The
days are becoming guieter but
resistance fighters continue to
snipe at the Tragis by night,
Soldiers at roadblocks arefriend-
ly, even to PBritish citizens, after
the British Government has dec-
lared support for the US and
Saudi Arabja in their confron-
tation with Saddam. At least
one reported rape is confirmed
by diplomats.



A resistance leaflet appears cal-
ling Saddam *The Hitler of the
Gulf."" There is feverish specual-
tion among hotel puests about
the future, and the moodis not
helped by opinion polls on US
statellite television suggesting
that the US should take military
action against Irag.

Wednesday Auguost 8

During the night Kuwaitis have
assembled on rooftops and shou-
ted defiance at the Tragis toge-
ther with cries of #God is Great!”
They are encourapged by the be-
lief that their demonstration
will be seen by American spy
satellites. Resistance members
have ctarted to remove street
signs to confuse the occupying
forces.

I meet n resistance leader, a
younger member of the Al Sabah
family, who says: *We have a
political and military undercover
structure now, We are in con-
tact with our leadership outside.”
He says the Iraqi soldiers have
been fed lies about a supposed
Israeli attack on Kuwait which
they have come to beat back.
The 30-year-old resistance lead-
er, part of an amateurish but
courageous network of opponents
of Saddam, says: “*My place is
in Kuwait. Saddam Hussein will
leave whether by force or volun-
tarily. It may be today, tomor-
row or in a month’s time, but
he will leave. There is noman,
child or woman who will help
him."

The resistance is urging people
not to report to work and to
ignore the Tragi-controlled me-
dia, “We are not taking too
many prisoners,”’ says the re-
sistance leader T meet.

Thursday August 9

The Iragis force shopkeepers
to accept that one TIragi dinar
offered by a soldier is equiva-
lent to one Kuwaiti dinar, al-
though before the invasion one
Kuwaiti dinar was worth 10
Iraqi dinars on the free market.

The Iragis are buying everything
from cans of Pepsi 10 tea cups
to take home to Traq. Saoldiers
are seen handing out melons
and bottles of cooking gas o
hundreds of poorer residents of
the city.

The Iragi army is beginning
to dig in to defensive positions
in Kuwait. The soldiers are fil-
ling sandbags or sitting under
beach umbrellas and makeshift
shelters in the heat of the day
at their seaside bivouaes. Most
of Kuwait's Egyptian population
has come down firmly on the
side of the west and the for-
mer Kuwaiti regime, but Pales-
tinians are divided. Many of
them resented the arrogance of
Euwaitis and  their refusal to
grant citizenship to Palestinidns
who had lived in the country
all their lives. Palestiniansalso
see Spddam as a strong leader
who stands up for their rights
against lsrael and the rest of
the world,

In the Mishrif area 300 mid-
dle-class women stage a further
demonstration against the oc-
cupation. A car bomb is said
to have exploded during the day,
apparently driven by a man on
a sujcide mission whose female
relative was killed by Iragi gun-
fire during o previous protest

Friday August 10

Iraq has ordered embassies to
move to Baghdad., further rais-
ing fears among foreigners about
their protection. Embassies have
been given different dates by
which they must leave, some
on August 14, others on the
24th. Travellers see large mis-
siles — possibly Scud-Bs or up-
graded Scuds — on the road to
the south. Some residents have
also seen face masks and mo-
bile ecquipment which appesars
to be for decontamination after
a chemical attack.

Foreigners are increasingly af-
raid of the possibility of che-
mical war although the immedi-
ate horizon is clouded by the
possibility that they may be

used as hostages by Saddam.
The Iragis tried to publish =
newspaper at the old premises
of Al-Qabas, but I have not
seen a copy, Lhey are also try-
ing to reopen the banks and to
get the administration working
agaip but it scems that anly a
few expatriates hoping for their
end of services: bonuses have
shown up for work.

Conditions among the poorer
communities of foreigners wor-
cen. Hundreds of Filipinos with
little monsy to buy food are
living in insanitary conditions
at the Filipino embassy.

Saturday Augnst 11

Wamen demonstrate again out-
side the Rumasiya Mosque. Four
resistance fighters are said to
have been killed in an attack
upon Iragi positions. Iragis
soldiers are becoming  increas-
ingly nmervous and no longer sit
relaxed by the roadside or in
their vehicles.

Sunday August 12

A Briton is reported to have
been shot while trying to escape
over the Saudi border. There
are increasing reports of deser-
tions and mutiny among the
Iragi troops although at least
some of it is likely to be wish-
ful thinking.

Most Iragi tanks and heavy
equipment has now lelt the city
centre and seems to be concen-
trated at Jahra which gives easy
access in all dircctions. A dip-
lomat sees a group of Iragi
civilians being bussed in for a

pro-Iragi demonstration which
will later be shown on Tragi
television. The city is looking

increasingly shabby, even if the
damage from the fighting is not
extensive. Damuged vehicles and
garbage litler the once immacu-
late strects.

Monday August 13

1 escape with friends but many
foreigners remain against their
will,
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Kuwait dithered as iraq prepared to pounce

Victor Mallet

he Kuwait Government was

fully aware of a military
threat from Trag two weeks
before the attack on August 2,
but its ministers apparently
failed to anticipate a full-scale
invasion or take the necessary
military precautions,

Notes taken by a participant
in a crucial cabinet meeting
on July 18 — and scen by the
Financial Times — give a fasci-
nating insight into Kuwait's con-
fusion about Iraqi motives and
intentions,

They show that Kuwait bad
recently refused [ragi demands
for up to S$10bn (£5.26bn) in
qid, had offered a paltry $500m
nver three wears instead, and
had turned down Iraqi demands
that  billions of dollars of
Kuwaiti loans during the Gulf
War be written off.

The cabinet met on July I8
to formulate & response to 'an
Iraqi memorandum which had
demanded compensation for
§2.4bn of oil ‘stolen” from the
Rumaila oil field on the Kuwait-
Irag border,

Iraq had suddenly intensified
pressure on its neighbour earlier
that week, prompting King Fahd,
the Saudi leader, to offer media-
tion between Kuwait and Iraq.
Washington  had meanwhile
offered the first guarded indica-
tions that it would support its
Gulf allies against possible Tragi
aggression.

Many assumed that Irag was
simply stepping up pressure on
Kuwait to ensure that the Opec
meeting, which ended in Geneva
on July 27, raised the reference
price for oil and enforced pro-
duction quotas previously flonted
by Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates.

The first speaker recorded in
the notes is Sheikh Al Khalifa
al-Sabah, the hard-working and
energetic Finance Minister and
former Ofl Minister. He supgges-
ted that TIrag was trying to
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salvage its economy and blame
the Gulf states for Iragi econo-
mic failures, “‘Irag’s tome will
not change, even after Geneva,
Irag is going to continue esca-
lating the level of confrontation,”
he predicted,

He proposed that a solution
should be sought through the
Gulf Co-OperationCouncil, which
embraces Kuwait, the TJAE,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain, but excludes Iraq.

Mr. Badr al-Yacoub, the Minis-
ter of State for the National
Assembly, intervened to say that
[rag’s objective was to extort
money.

Sheikh Salem al-Sabath, the
interior Minister, then asked
whether other Arab states had
supporied Iragi claims against
Kuwait. He was the fiest to
supgest that Irag may have
profited from the political turm-
oil in Kuwait which preceded
the elections to the interim
national assembly on June 10,
(Kuwait pro-democracy activists
had Dbeen demonstrating for
restoration of the parliament
suspended by Sheikh Jaber al-
Ahmad al-Sabah, the Emir, in
1986, but the Emir, had only
approved the interim assembly,)

Sheikh MNawaf al-Sabah, the

Defence © Minister, spoke next
to deny the Traqi accusations
that Kuwait had wiolated the

countries' disputed common bor-
der. It was Iraq, not Kuwait,
he said, which had pushed its
military installations and farm
land across the frontier,

Mr. Abdul-Rahman al-Awadi,
the Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs, returned to the view
that Irag was
extort money, *“We must keep
cool,”" he said, But he added
*sthe Iragis are going too far”
and that Kuwait would need to
move very quickly to find a
political solution to the crisis,
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah,
the Foreign Minister who had
been accused by Irag of being

attempting to

a US agent af the war of words
between the countries escalated,
said the issuc was an economic
one. MNevertheless, the cabinet
notes make clear that he recog-
nised the military danger.

“There is a possibility of
Iragi aggression,” he says, adding
that the border issue was ex-
plosive. *“*We have to start in-
tensive diplomatic contacts with
GCC countries,”

Sheikh Sabah suggested asking
Abdullah Bishara, the head of

the GCC, to contact “*our hro-
thers in the GCC" and also
proposes  sounding out Egypt

and Jordan. He correctly pre-
dicted that Libya and Algerin
might lean towards Iraq.

But Mr. Dhari  al-Othman,
Minister of Justice, was equally
concerncd that Irag, freed from
conflict with Iran by the 1988
cease-fire, would try to by pass
Arab mediation in its claims
against Kuwait.

“The Iraqi memorandum is
just the beginning. God knows
how far they will go,” he said.
He rightly concluded that the
oil price issue rajsed by Iraqg
is a pretext for something else,
Iraq and Kuwait were like a
woll and the lamb, he said.

Mz, Habib Hayat,
cations Minister,
reference to &
French company showing that
Iraq was planning to establish
some sort of base on the border,
Mr. Abdul-Wahab al-Fawzan,
Health Minister, urged guick
action by Kuwait in response
to the crisis.

Mr. Fahd al-Hisawy, Minister
of State for Municipal Affairs,
echoed the view of other minis-
ters that Iraq may act before
it talks and that Kuwait must
be prepared for a military threat,
“This is just the beginniog,™
he said.

Communi-
then made
map from a

Mr. Salman al-Mutawa, Minis-
ter of Planning, was one of the



few ministers at the meeting
who appeared to have misjudged
the gravity of the situation. He
said the Iragi memorandum was
weak and easily answered.

But Seikh Saad al-Abdullah
al-Sabah, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister who fled to Saudi
Arabia, took the floor and raised
the prospect of an attack, “The
Tragis could take military mea-
sures,’” he said, but he” predic-
ted a limited operation to seize
land in the border areas of
Ritga and Qasr. He urged the
Ministries of Defence and the
Interior to be on the alert.

Kuwait did procced after the
meeting to cancel military leave
and raised the state of alertness

of -its, in the end, ineffectual
forces.
Sheikh Saad then launched

into an analysis of the history
of the border issue since 1963.
Trag, he said, was demanding
Bubivan Island, which lies off

Kuwait's northern shore, and
access to it by a bridge or
causeway. Baghdad was also

claiming that the smaller War-
bah Island was Iragi territory.

Irag, it scems, wanted to lease
land (presumably Bubiyan) for
its naval forces, but this would
have to be agreed by the GCC.
The possibility of Kuwait elec-
tricity supplies to lraq and the
provision of port facilities was
also raised.

At this
discussed

point, the cabinet
Iraq's war debts to
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia,
(Little information about the
loans has been released, although
they have been estimated at
about $35bn.) The notes are
not clear about the distinction
between cash loans and the
proceeds of oil sales from the
Kuwait-Saudi neutral zones, but
they show that Kuwait gave aid
of at least S§13.5bn to Iraq,
including three tranches of $2bn
each. Saudi Arabia is said to
have given $9bn (but this may
be its cash contribution only.)

At this point, one of the
participants said that Kuwait
should keep the loans on its
books, in spite of Traq’s insis-
tence that they be written off.
Responding to the Iragi allega-
tions that Kuwait had stolen
oil [rom the Rumaila field, one

cabinet member said that Kuwait
had been producing 30,000 barrels
a day from the field, compared
to Trag's 400,000 b/d,

Sheikh Sabah then called for
an urgent session of the National
Assembly, for a GCC meeting
in Kuwait, for moves fo get
the Arab League to intervene,
and for preparation of the
Kuwaiti memorandum, which
appeared om July 19.

This week, Sheikh Sabah said
in an interview in the al-Mussa-
war magazine in Egypt, that
Traq's war debt to Kuwait lay
between Sldbn and S15bn. He
also said Kuwait had finally
agreed at the August 1 media-
tion talks in Jeddah to write
off the debt and lease Warhah
Island to Irag as an oil outlet
for the Rumaila field.

“Jrag asked us to drop the
debt and we did not objeet,”
he said. *Iraq asked for Bubi-
yan Island. We agreed to give
them Warbah Islapd instead.”

The day after
these concessions Iragi forces
swept across the border and
hegan the conquest of Kuwait.

Kuwait made
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On Throwing Stones from Glass Houses

S. Pathiravitana

I missed the urbanity and
customary spit and polish in
Regaie  Siriwardene’s review
(LG May 1) of James Manor’s
The Expedient Utopian: Bandara-
naike and Ceylon. In fact, there
wads more spit than polish, hence,
this intervention. Had he ref-
rained from offering his personal
experience, more of this in a
while, a5 one more witness to
what Manor is saying, this note
may not have been necessary.
There is enough stuff in Manor's

book to both damn or praise
Bandaranaike, if that is the
purpose. But, that, as Manor

makes it perfectly clear, is not
his purpose.

“My purpose is neither to
debunk nor to deify — there has
been quite enough of both,”
says Manor tersely. (p.9). A pity
Mr, Siriwardene missed this.
Though Manor shows Bandara-
naike, ns he says with  warts
and all, his point is that he
is & complex man, and comp-
lex people, as fighters for human
rights should know, cannot be
summed up easily in a single
sentence, something that Manor
himself tends to forget,

As far as Manor is concerned
Bandaranaike is yet another
leader “of that generation of
Asian and African politicians
who guided their nations through
the transition from imperial
rule to independence,”” among
whom, to recall at random, were
Mehru, Masser, Nkrumah and
Nyerere.

“They all,” Manor says, “ten-
ded to indulge in deprees of
hypocrisy, naivete and egotism.”
And he does not take them to
task for that either because he
-say s"_.. this was understandable.
It was less the result of vena-
lity on their part than a logi-
cal outgrowth of the culture of
anti-colonial politics on which
they hadj battened for so long.

(The writer, a leading journalist, was
Editar of the DAILY NEWS)-
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It would, therefore, be unfair
to judge them too harshly for
these failings — though failings
they remain,” (pp. 4 & 5). I hope
Mr. Siriwardene is listening.

And now to come to Mr. Siri-
wardene’s own ‘personal ex-
periences’, 1 don’t want to
deprive him of the version of
Bandaranaike he holds, after
all, each of us has his or her
notion of the man and his
deeds, for haven't all of us
scen Rashomon? So, he should
not be too displeased if I reject
his part first-hand and par-
third—hand ‘personal experient
ces’, not because they are tosh,
but because they are as they
say in the halls of justice,
weak evidence,

Anyway, let us take what he
says he saw in the House of
Representatives — Banda telling
off Robert. It could very well
have taken place, except that
what took place is capable of
different interpretations — since
some of us have the habit of
seeing what we want to see
and others hearing what they
want to hear,

Robert, not being the best of
orators in English, could indeed
have infuriated SWRD, the elo-
quent orator in English that he
was, and would have heen told

off to use a more familiar
language.
At this point, Mr. Bandara-

naike is reported to have said,
“Why dont't you speak a lang-
uage Yyou understand? Speak
Sinhalese.” Mr. Siriwardene who,
as they say, was closc to the
scene of the murder, says, “His

tones (sic) left no doubt that
this was a language for the
lower orders.” Now, that is

pure Siriwardene,

As additional proof of what
be is saying, Mr. 8, says those
remarks were removed from
Hansard. If that is so, then it
speaks for the good scnse of

SWERD, the pgentleman that he
was, whose fault as Manor goes
to pgreat lengths to depict was
trying lo appeise too many
people who, in my opinion,
were misconstruing what he said
and did.

Proof of what T am saying
about how in these instances
observers are influenced by their
observations could be judged
from what James Manor is
saying about the veracity of
another  Lankan journalist —
Kalasuri Tarzie Vittachi.

Vittachi, who is looked upon
as somewhat of an expert on
Sinhala-Tamil relations after
his Emergency ‘58, appears to
be disclosing his weakness for
exaggeration; exaggeration is, of
course, a form of Adlgnkara
admired in the Indian theory
of aesthetics.

For the section of the Ethnic
troubles in Bandaranaike’s time
Manor has dipped considerably
into Emergency 58 and has
discovered that, in many areas,
the statements in the book are
unsupported by evidence. Let
Manor do the speaking:

Bandaranaike stands accused
of several misdeeds in the
fortnight after the declaration
of the state of emergency. It
is time that these claims were
redssessed. Robert Kearpey
writes that after the declara-

tion, ‘Bandaranaike wirtually
abdicated to the Gaovernor-
General to deal with®  the
crisis. [Essentially the same

peint is made in a sarcastic,
polemical manner by Tarzie
Vittachi and, with far greater
care, by A Jevaratnam Wilson.
Vittachi suggests that the out-
break of rioting left Bandara-
naike paralysed and frightened,
that he turned the country
over to the Governor-General
for the duration of the troubles
and retired to the Orient Club
to play billiards.



...Much of this is unfair
to Bandaranaike., Witnesses
who saw him receive the first
reports that serious violence
had spread beyond the two
original flashpoints have said
that he was deeply shaken
for a moment, but he quickly
recovered his composure and
never lost it thereafter. Vitta-
chi’s implication that he was
incapacitated by the news is
false (pp. 295 -294.)

Vittachi’s claim that the
Governor-General and others
deliberately exaggerated dis-
ruptions in Tamil areas at
this time (Vittachi’s Emergency
{*58 pp. 72-73) finds no support
in numerous interviews with
journalists, military comman-
ders and politicians of various
linguistic and party back-
grounds. (Footnote 88 p. 291)

On the next night (the 23rd),
near Eravur, another train was
derailed, resulting in three
deaths, The train was then
attacked and most of the
injurcd were Sinhalese. Tarzie
Vittachi implies without sup-
porting evidence that this
attack was of a piece with
the previous incident and that
it was the work of Sinhalese.
But given the Tamil predomi-
nance in this area, and the
violent doings of the Tamils
which welled up there at this
time, it seems far more likely
that it was the work of
Tamils reacting to the news
of the wviolence at Polon.
naruwia (p. 288).

Tarzie Vittachi’s claim in
Emergency ‘58 (London, 1938)
that provisions for the reasona-
ble use of Tamil were left
out of the Sinhala WVersion
of Bandaranaike's election
Manifesto is false. See Maha-
jana Eksath Peramuna, Praka-
shanayva (Colombo, 1956), p.2.
Footnote 79 p. 233)

That should be enough to

lists wear like a badge of their
tribhe into *Facts are free, comment
is sacred’.

It has been customary on the
part of most ol these witnesses
to lay all the blame for the
country’s cthnic troubles at the
feet of SWRD. Is there nobody
else guilty? Manor is also in-
clined to think that SWRD's
cepaivete’”, his attempts to “*mani-
pulate parochial sentiments”,
his “kid pgloves’ response to
dangerous provocation, contri-
buted quite a bit to the debacle.

But, he has also this to say
about the others who indirectly
ajded and abetted him in that
process, among whom are our
dear old friends the Marxists,
both Trotskyists and Stalinists
who do not come out quite
clean:

And yet to pillory Bandara-
najke alone is to mislead.
The leaders of every (Manor's
emphasis) major party — with
the possible exception of the
Federalists — made substantial
contributions to this mournful
episode, The well-nigh moro-
nic mishandling of Sinhalese
grievances by Sir John Kote-
lawala and his colleagues in
the old UMP government had
bequeathed to Bandaranaike
an alarming sitvation. Once
in opposition, UNP leaders
ran a scurrilous campaign in
their Sinhalese newspaper and
elsewhere in order to woo
the bigots from Bandira-
naike’s camp. Responsibility
is also shared by the leaders
of ‘the two left opposition
parties: the Communists and
N.M. Perera’s version of the
LSSP., They scrupulously ref-
rained  from communalist
actions but, in April and
May 1958, they had cynically
staged strikes while communal
tensions ran high. They called
the men out without consul-
ting them, suppressed many

show how people, even journa-
lists, at the best of times hear
what they want to hear and
see what they- want to sce, a
phenomenon in view of which
we may have to reverse the
famous apothegm which journa-

of the workers' grievances,
despite the fact that the strike
caused severe distress among
strikers who feared dismissal;
and then called the strikes
off without consulting the
men and without gaining any

significant concessions. This
produced  bitter frustration
among the strikers which in
many cases found an outlet
when the rioting began. (pp.
204-295)

Reading James Manor may
not help to remove the monu-
mental prejudices help by a
greater part of the English edu-
cated elite in this country aga-
inst Bandaranaike, but at least
it may help the percipient read-
er to realise that Bandaranaike
had only been dragged into a
problem which had already been
created for him not by some
ignorant yakkos talking the
vernacular, but by well-manner-
ed, highly placed, cultivated
gentlemen whose language of
intercourse, whatever community
they came from, was English,
The same English that is being
touted today by Minister Athu-
lathmudali and others as a pan-
acea for our ethnic troubles.
How simple, if it could be done
like that.

What the learned and polished
gentlemen who entered politics
before Bandaranaike, the James
Pierieses, the Ponnambalam Ra-
manathans (Manor does not
delve that far too closely) were
unable to agree among them-
selves, despite their great pro-
ficiency in the English language,
was about conceding a Tamil
request to carve out a separate
seat (separation was in the air
even then) for the Tamils in
the Western Pravinee,

Mo doubt minority communi-
ties everywhere tend to show
the chip on their shoulder. But
unlike the rest of the minori-
ties in this happy Island, the
Tamil leaders are also troubled
by certain notions they have
about themselves, For instance,
Jaffna is the land where the
purest Tamil is spoken. It is
superior to the Tamil spoken
in Batticaloa or Trinco. [t is
even superior to the Tamil spok-
en in the original home where
it has come to be adulterated?,
it is claimed. And as for the
Tamils in Jaffpa, they are the
creme de la creme of Tamils
everywhere,

(Continned on page 27)
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Some policy conflicts

Mick Moore
111.

Economic Liberaliza-
tion

The SLFP-Marxist United
Front coalition which governed
Sri Lanka between 1970 and
1977 initially exhibited greater
ideological coherence and sense
of purpose than any previous
such alliance. Tt also dominated
Parliament more completcly and
was forcefully reminded that
there was a constitbency for
thorough radicalism by the 1971
Insurgency. Its policies took
Sri Lanka considerably further
than it had previously ventured
towards a state-controlled eco-
nomy and a quasi-autarkic
sconomic strategy. As a result
of nationalizations, the exten-
sion of economic controls and
the expansion of the public
corporate sector, the state came
to dominate infernational trade
and payments, the transport,
plantation, financial and indu-
strial manulacturing sectors, and
to play a major role in dome-
stic trade. At all levels oppor-
tunities for commercial profit
were scen to depend on pood
political connections., This was
not a happy time for most
owners of ecapital, especially
the more cstablished formal
sector enterprises. Bad weather
and serious reverses 1n the
terms of trade in 1973-75 ad-
ded to the gloom. Foreign capi-
tal was moving out wherever
possible and neither the major
aid donors nor the internatio-
nal finanacial institutions were
enamoured of the Non-Aligned’
foreign policies or the ‘socia-
list' economic policies of Mrs
Bandaranaike’s government. *Qu-
eues', ‘shortages’ and ‘controls’
were ready made themes for the
UNP's campaign in the general
election of July 1977. The UNP
took over eighty percent of the
Parliamentary seats, reducing
the SLFP toc a handful of MPs
and excluding the Marxists
entirely for the first time since
the introduction of universal
suffrage.

The programme of cconomic
liberalization initiated in 1977
has more than undone
the shift towards economic sta-
tism effected by the previous
government, The programme is
comparable in scope to that
introduced in the UK since
1979 by successive Thatcher
povernments, albzit with signi-
ficant differences in emphasis.
In Sri Lanka as in the UK,
the programme developed over
time, becoming more extensive
and radical than its proponents
initially envisaged. Tadeed, it
is unlikely that in 1977 any
senior figure in the UNP had
any clear conception of the
range and scope of liberaliza-
tion measures that were (o
cmerge from the party's com-
mitment to put an end to con-

trols, queues and shortages.
For the UNP was not, and

still is not, ideclogically com-
mitted to the free market and
private enterprise in anything
like the way that Margaret
Thatcher’s governments have
been so committed. Not only
was the party adapted to opera-
ting a political system organi-
zed around the distribution of
state patronage to masses of
cadres and wvoters, but the very
circumstances of the 1977 elec-
tion victory had intensified the
pressures to extend such patro-
nage. For, in the four years
since he had become leader in
1973, 1. R. Jayawardena had reor-
ganized the party into a more
populist, centralized and pro-
fessional machine. At the local
level there had been some dis-
placement of the ‘natural’ cadres
— the loeal ‘notables’ — by
younger men, sometimes unem-
ployed and of relatively low
social status, who expected
immediate rewards from an
election victory.

Unless it were to jeopardize
its party machine in the elec-

torates, the UNP could not
have ignored the patronage
demands in faveur of sound

economic policy, the disciplines

of the market and the supe-
riority of private enterprise.
And cprivate enterprise’ was
not in practice strongly com-
mitted to economic liberalism.
Private businessmen  certainly
wanted a reversion to much

freer access to foreign exchange
in order to meet consumer de-
mand — their own as well as
that of the ‘market’ more
generally — and to replace much
obsolete capital equipment.  But
the private sector had other-
wise grown up in symbiosis
with a large state sector and
a relatively interventionist state,
and did not generally demand
any radical chapnge in those
arrangements.

The UNP government did not,
however, face any hard choice
beiween liberalizing the econo-
my or meeting demands for
political patronage. For the
rapid and massive inflow of
foreign aid and the consequent
expansion of the absolute and
relative size of the public sec-
tor (sec below) provided abun-
dant patronage resources. True
that, at least after an im-
mediate post-election splash,
public sector employment was
expanded to a far lesser extent
than the historical norm might
have justified. However, the
massive aid-financed increases
in public investment generated
many new government contracts,
especially in the construction
sector, And a major public
housing programme, while of
far less help to the underno-
urished than the food subsidies
for which it was in a political
sense a partial substitute, did
arguably have the merit of
being more targetable on party
supporters. The withdrawal of
food subsidy entitlements from
half the population has also
opened up mnew opportunities
for this kind of targeting. The
large array of public corpora-
tions engaged in manufacturing
and the provision of economic
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services has in some cases been
exposed to greater market com-
petition. Yet there had been
scarcely any oprivatization in
the narrow semse of the term,
1. e. direct transfer of assets
from public to private owner-
ship. Further, the subsidization
of the publie sector has become
one of the major de facto ob-
jectives of fiscal and tariff
policy.

An explanation of this appa-
rent paradox — an expansion of
the public sector in the course
of ‘liberalizing’ the economy —
could take one deeply into
economic doctrine. For present
purposes it is adequate to point
out a duality or dichotomy in
the doctrine of economic
liberalization which, in the
Sri Lankan case at least, has
assumed the status of a con-
tradiction. The benefits of
liberalization are normally anti-
cipated to flow through two
main channels:  through priva-
tization" (i.e. the expansion/
liberation of private initiative
and enterprisc); and through
‘competive price determination’
(i. e. through the more efficient
resource allocation which results
from reducing the degree of
political regulation of the terms
of economic trapsactions, and
thus permtting competitively-
determined prices to guide eco-
nomic decisions). Within the
conceptual apparatus of peo.
classical economics these two
channels are virtually the oppo-
site sides of the same coin:
the private and the price-regu-
lated economy are seem to
reduce to the same set of
phenomena in practice. That
may or may not be ftrue in
the long term. In the short
term of Sri Lanka's experience

in the decade after 1977 this
was not the case. Considerable
‘privatization’, in the broad

sense of that term, took place
in the context of a large net
inflow of new foreign aid res-
ources which were provided on
concessionary terms and chan-
nelled almost entirely through
the public sector. A large vo-
lume of resources were alloca-
ted to the public sector -thro-
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These resources
partly in explicit support of
economic liberalization. They
ended up creating what are from
the point of neo-classical eco-
nomic doctrine a whole new
set of econemic distortions
favouring the Sri Lankan public
sector.  These succeeded the
pro-public sector distortions of
the previous, statist economic
regime, The nature of the
foreign support for Sri Lanka’s
economic liberalization is thus
an important component of our
sloTYy.

mechanisms,
were  provided

IV. Liberalization’s Foreign
Friends

There is no doubt that the
imitial steps in economic libe-
ralization — reductions in con-
trols and expansion of business
cpportunities — were responses
to electoral pressures and to
the general oricntation of the
UNP to business and middle-
class interests. The early mea-
sures were truly popular, and
the basic concept of a liberali-
zation programme largely reflec-
ted forces - internal to  Sri
Lanka. What is problematic;
in terms of previous Sri Lan-
kan history, is (a) why the
UNP was able to avoid the
reimposition of economic con-
trols the moment economic
weather turned foul; and (b)
why the liberalization program-
me became entrenched and in-
truded into areas where dome-
stic political opinion was either
agnostic or hostile. The an-
swers to both gquestions lie in
the major role in foreign aid
in supporting Sri Lanka’s new

economic policy and, more
specifically, in the way in
which the pgovernment of Sri
Lanka and the major interna-

tional aid and financial institu-
tions — notably the World Bank
but also the International
Monetary Fund and major bila-
teral anid donors — became lock-
ed into an embrace around the
liberalization strategy.

In the early 1980s Sri Lanka
became, on a per capita basis,

one of the most heavily aided
nations in the world,

The UNP government which
took power in July 1977 was

faced with an urgent economic
problem. If the pre-election
spending spree of the previous
government were not to lead
to rocketing inflation, financing
had to be found for a quick
increase in imports. There was
at the same time a major op-
portunity to obtein the hard
currency mneeded, and more.
For the bilateral and multila-
teral aid and finance institutions
looked very favourably on this
new government which (a) was
already committed to the lan-
guage of economic deregulation:
(b) offered a pood prospect of
making an exemplary transition
from apparently — unsuccessful
statist economic policies to suc-
cessful, free market policies;
(c) was very conveniently demo-
cratic and scored well in human
rights and welfare terms; (d)
was explicitly pro-Western; (e}
had nevertheless inherited from
its predecessor & powerful posi-
tion in the then-active Non-
Aligned Movement; and (f) roled
over a country so small and
poor that a major increase in
assistance could be painlessly
absorbed within declining glo-
bal aid budgets.

Here indeed was a deal wait:
img to be made. But it was
implicitly a package deal, and
one which had wisibly to be
in place rather quickly. Con-
tinued support from the World
Bank and the IMF would im-
plicitly be contingent upon the
enthusiasm for Sri Lanka in
international  business circles
and in the foreign and trade
ministries of the industrialized
countries. But foreign capital
would look at Sri Lanka again
only if the new government
could reverse the country’s
reputation for political radica-
lism and electoral imstability.
Hence a whole series of urgent
policy measures to create a
new business image, despite
doubts about the advisability of
individual components on nor-
mal evaluation ecriteria. The



physical infrastructure for an
export processing rone was con-
structed at great cosi; one of
the major ‘achievements' was
to hand over a large propor-
tion of 8ri Tanka's national
textile import quotas in the in-
dustrial countries to ‘quota-hop-
ping’ entrepreurs from East and
Southeast Asia. Liberal invest-
ment allowances were used to
increase the cxcess supply of
hotel facilities. Domestic bank
credit was. made available at
extremely cheap rates — nega-
tive rates at one point.

There was little time or sco-
pe for the policy makers to
appraise individual parts of the
package. One element led to
another. The establishment of
branches of American banks
seemed likely to increase the
attractions of 8ri Lanka for
other foreign investors. Ameri-
can banks meant yet greater
demand for modern  uwrban
infrastructure, and, despite con-
siderable Sri Lankan civil en-
gineering capacity, only foreign
engincering and  construction
companies were in a position
to complete major projects
quickly.

East Asian ‘guotahoppers’,
American banks, British civil
engineers and Filipino construc-
tion firms have come and, in
s0me case, gone. What has
failed to materialize is any
major new manufacluring capa-
city, foreign or domestically-
owned, Correspondingly, the
new economic policy has had
little impact on what is argu-
ably Sri Lapka's major eccono-
mic problem: the lack of ade-
guate mew sources of foreign
exchange earnings to replace
the declining plantation sector,
There iz a major irony here.
For under the new cconomic
policy additional public expen-
diture, especially investment,
has been pumped into virtually
every sector of the economy
except mapufacturing industry.
This was reserved for private

initiative, but that fajled to
emerpge. In the absence of
major new sources of foreign
exchange ecarnings, the econo-
my has become structurally
dependent on continuous net
foreign aid inflows. Despite a
very respectable rate of GNP
growth in the period 1973-1983,
the liberal economic strategy —
and, in effect, the continued
rule of the UNP — became de-
pendent on the support of
foreign friends, notably the
World Bank, which plays a key
rele in marshalling aid com-
mitments,

The relationship
ence between the pgovernment
of 8ri Lanka and its foreign
friends was, however, mutual,
For the Ilatter, especially the
international financial organi-
zations, and even more especi-

of depend-

ally the World Bank, became
heavily committed to the sur-
vival of at least a liberal eco-

nomic regime — and in practice
to the survival of the present
government. Their stake is
political and ideological. Any
major collapse of Sri Lanka’s
polity or any substantial rever-
sal of the liberal economic
policy would to an important
degree undermine the global
credibility of the economic sta-
bilization, adjustment and libe-
ralization programmes long ad-
vogiated and currently widely
supported by the global finan-
cial institutions. Conditions for
major economic transformation
have been relatively favorable
in Sri Lanka compared to most
of the developing world. Above
all, the basic physical, institu-
tional and administrative infra-
structure has continued to funec-
tion fairly well throughout. If
Washington’s ceconomic adjust-
ment formulae cannot work in
Sri Lanka, many critics would
ask, can one expect them to
work anywhere.

The relationship between the

government of Sri Lanka and
its foreign friends has been
more complex than simplistic

notions of aid dependence would
imply. It is all the more com-
plex because of different posi-
tions taken by different agents
within-each ‘side’. Thus, the
Sri Lankan Ministry of Finance
and Planning has sometimes
appeared as much as interme-
diary between Washington and
its own goveroment as 4an
integral part of that government.
It has been a willing conduit for
pressures from Washington to
pursue the liberalization program-
me in asystematic fashion,
while at the same time resisting,
for example, major and rapid
privatization of publicly-owned
corporations. Quite major eco-
nomic policy initiatives moun-
ted from Washington have been
successfully blocked. At the
same time, the World Bank has
been enticed into playing a
very active role in marshalling
bilateral aid for major public
sector investment projects which
not only seem to co-exist very
uneasily with the principles of
economic liberalization, but are
even dubjous viability on con-
ventional investment criteria,
The tensions and contradictions
belween (a) the principles of
economic liberalization and (b)
the practice of liberalization
under the wumbrella of major
foreign aid inflows into the
public sector, have become evi-
dent not only within Sri Lanka.
They have also surfaced within
the World Bank itself, which
has been both an important
bearer ol the doctrine of libe-
ralization and & major de facto
supporter of the expansion of
the Sri Lankan public sector.
Thus far the Imperatives of
public. sector banking practice
seem to have the edge over
liberal doctrine. Major foreign
aid programmes originally justi-
fied as means of encouraging

the government of Sri Lanka
to introduce economic liberali-
zation seem in practice, and

through guite familiar and un-
derstandable institutional

pro-
cesses, to have developed a
different de¢ facto ratiopale —

supporting the government per se.

NEXT: Economics and Political
Decay,
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Gorbechevism : Some Thoughts

Patrick Jayasuriya

ooking to the West is Gor-
Lbachev‘s policy. This has
been a Russian tendency even
as far back as the time of
Peter the Great, Modernization
and technological advance vis
a vis the West has been a pro-

blem for Russja,
A sense of inferiority has
marked the Russians in their

modern history consequent on
a technological lag —a step
behind in the process of urba-
nization. Hence ulso an immi-
tative tendency as well descri-
bed by Tolstoy in his novels —
the women unahle to converse
without the French phrase in
a sentence. This may have
been demonstrated in  Rajssa
Gorbachev's fashion contest
with MNancy Reagan  which
Western correspondents  judged
she lost by several lenpths. So

too beauty contests, fashion
shows and even sex parlours
which were once considered

signs of bourgeois degeneration.

It may be said that the USSR -

lost a chess pame= with a US
defence gambit culminating in
SDI (check!) It was obviously
a pgreater disadvantage to a
later developing industrial na-
tion to spend so much on a
weapons race, Also the USSR
did not have the benefit of
tapping the resources of eco-
nomically subject Third World
countries in financing such a
race. This exertion on the arms
race with the USA diverted the
USSR's resources from consu-
mer goods to arms and the
matter of cosumer pgoods was
the key reason for public dis.
satisfaction in the USSR. The
USA with a greater surplus
was at an economic advantage
in this game. It was like
starting with a few extra picces
in a game of chess. The multj-
billion dollar space race was
also strategically favorable to
the USA in the economic chess
game with the USSR,

What happened was
sequence also of the

i, con-
lack of

24

socialist  economic cooperaion
between the (USSR and the
other socialist countries ¢speci-
ally China, A USSR-China
economic ' and  technological
relationship might have saved
the economic debacle.

Another point that one must
note is the psychological and
ideological aspect. Gorbachey
does not have the stature of a
Lenin — the heroism and the
socidlist  idealism. He iz a
technocrat, a middling mind.
His innovative ideas are basic-
ally nothing but those of Peter

the Great, in the eighteenth
century. Gaorbachev has a “no
win' mind.

The consequences of Gorba-
chevism for the freedom and
development of the Third World
has to be watched. Omminous
signs may be the Russian attack
on  North Korea’s traditional
tuna fishing areas and the
mass release of Russian Jewish
immigrants to colonize the Gazg
strip and the West Bank,

Contrary to optimistic expec-
tations, the removal of com-
munism from Russia, if such
would happen, would not dis-
solve the antagonism between
the USA and that country.
Rather, it might take a more
devious and vicious form — per-
haps racial, Witness the blat
ant racist undertones of the
campaign against former econo-
mic ally, Japan, by the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Unjon
(ILGU) of America as well as
the Detroit auto workers unjons.

The power of the US dollar
to buy us is formidable, US
peoliticians like Truman, Fisen-
hower, Nixon, Reagan and
Kissinger were paid a million
dollars and over for their
memoirs, How much has Gor.
bachev been paid for the publi-
cation rights of his book
Perestroika jn the West? Perhaps
Raissa Gorbachev can now afford
to shop in the Paris fashion

salons and offer better competi-
tion to Nancy Reagan,

Bush, ex-CIA man, says that
ideologies to improve human
nature are out of favour. Mayhe
we should accept greed as a
powerful energetic factor in
human nature that is essential
at the current human davelop-
mental stage for utilizing in
the productive process, Maybe
man’'s cooperative instinct is not
so developed as his acquisitive
instinct. Maybe for that we will
have to wait for the twenty-
sccond century, if we survive as a
species in thecoming free-for-all.

The matter of the re-unifica-
tion of the two Garmanies to
which Gorbachev has now given
assent, has implicdtions for a
number of countries. It will
cause a further lowering of the
role and significance of Britain
in European politics with the
rise of a strong, united and
armed Germany. The problem
of boundaries between Germany
and some Eastern European
countries established by the
victorious allies at the end of
World War Two might be revived
adding to the crop of interna-
tional tensions, The ability of
Israel to bully Germany with
the past to extract “‘compen-
sutions™ might be reduced but
might also create other prob-
lems for Tsrael. All this would
reduce the pre-eminent position
the USA reached after the
damage caused to European
countries by the World War,
But more important would be
its political and military effect
on the USSR which would now

be more vulnerable apd of
reduced international stature,
It remains to be seen whether

British Historian A.J.P. Taylor's
thesis that a divided Germany
is necessary for European peace
was correct. At least the previous
status quo gave Europe peace
for forty-five years, one of the
longest periods when the warlike
Western Man has been at peace
in his territories,



CORRESPONDENGE
Ethnic Groups

It is evident from his letters
in the L.G. of May Ist and
July 1Ist that Sachi Sri Kantha
can read. It is equally evident
that he cannot understand what
he reads. As if this is not
enough of a handicap for some-
one who obviously has u taste
for polemics, he has the addi-
tional handicap of habitually
reading what is not there in the
text.

[o his July 1st letter he sta-
tes that in rebutting his criti-
gism I had brought to my de-
fence the names of Rothschild,
Suriyanarayana, and Sivatham-
by, on whose scholarship I had
inferred that the Tamils of
Tamil Nadu and of Sri Lanka
are two distinct ethnic groups.
I nowhere stated that I had
come to my conclusion just on
the basis of their scholarship.
Sri Kantha has therefore read
what is mot there in my text.
In support of my conclusion 1

referred in fact to the exten-
sive  literature on  cthoicity
which has been accumulating

since the early ‘seventies, about
which T wrote a whole para-
graph in my letter of May [5th,
Sri Kantha had evidently read
that paragraph, Equally evid-
ently he failed to wunderstand
it

In his July 1st letter Sri Kan-
tha pontificates on ethnoiecity,

basing his arguments on the
findings of biomedical scien-
tists, In my May 15th letter

T had already provided material
to show that racial identity
does not dispose of the pro-
blem of what constitutes an
ethnic group, in which connec-
tion I pointed to the ethnic
distinctiveness of the Spanish,
Germans, French, and Arabs in
different countries. In fact, it
is not just a case of ethnic
distinctiveness but sometimes of
murderous hatred between eth-
nic groups who share a racial
identity, as shown by"the com-

munal conflicts that are ende-
mic in India. Bengali Hindus
and Muslims regard themselves
as virtually identical in terms
of race as the infusion of Mo-

gul blood in Bengali Muslims
was minimal. Yet they cert-
ainly have regarded themselves

as constituting distinct  ethnic
groups, and what is more they
were responsible for
the worst internccine massacres
in pre-Partition India. IF Sri-
Kantha can understand what he
reads, he has to ackonowledge
that biomedical criteria cannot
suffice by themselves to define
an ethnic group.

The biomedical authorities he
cites may use the term ‘‘cthnic
group” for their limited scien-
tific purposes. But no one today
writing of ethnic problems ina
political context will be so je-
jeune as to try to dispose of
the problem of what constitutes
an ethnic group in purely bio-
medical terms. No one, that
is, who really knows what -he
is talking about. The two quo-
tations Sri Kantha himself pro-
vided in his May st letter de-
monstrate my point, In the
first it was stated that ethnic
groups are *“‘distinguished by
commaon cultural and frequently
racial characteristics.” The term
“frequently’” means that ethnic
groups cannot be defined al-
ways and only in terms of
racial characteristics. Likewise
hiz second quotation referred
both to “physical and cultural™
characteristics. He provided
those quotations in what he
thought was a friumphant refu-
tation of my argument. What
they do refute is his simplistic
notion that ethnic groups can
be defined in purely biomedi-
cal terms. Sri Kantha can
transcribe guotations. He cannot
understand them.

It might be supposed that Sri
Kantha merely exhibits the
fairly commonplace phenome-

some of

non of slovenly reading habits,
compounded by confusions aris-
ing out of his obvious unfami-
linrity with the problem of eth-
nicity. But his rigmarole about
M.G.R. and Janaki also shows
a startling inability to under-
stand simple declarative sen-
tences, and a persistent habit
of reading what is not there
in the text. In his May lIst
letter he quoted me as having
written (March 1st L.G.) that
M.G.R. and the Tamil Madu
Government had raised no pro-
test over the IPKF —LTTE
fighting, after which he guoted
my references to Karunanidhi's
protest demonstrations in Febru-
ary and March 1988. He there-
after went on to write *“Since
he died on December 24, 1987,
M.G.R. should have arisen from
the grave to counter Karunani-
dhi's demonstrational politick-
ing.” The point that I made
was that M.G.R. and the Tamil
Nadu Government did not pro-
test over the fighting, which
should have been possible as
the fighting erupted in October
1957 while M.G.R. died only
in December. I wrote absolu-
tely nothing whatever to sug-
gest in any way that M.G.R
ar the Tamil MNadu Govérnment
should have countered Karuna-
nidhi’s demonstrations in Febru-
ary 1988. This again demons-
trates Sri Kantha's ability to
read what is not there in the
text, His presumption was that
I was unaware of the fact that
M.G.R. was dead by Februoary
1988, But just two paragraphs
later in my paper (Murch 1st
L.G.} 1 referred to Janaki as
being a widow in January 1988.
Sri Kantha must have read it,
but he failed to understand that
simple declarative sentence.

In his July lst letter he writes
that though Janaki functioned
as Tamil Nadu Chiefl Minister,
was any astute Tamil Nadu
watcher (but hardly Izeth Hus-
sain!) would state, she was just

23



@ puppet of one faction of
M.G.R.s party. “I had not
stated in my paper either that
Janaki was a puppet or mot a
puppet as il was no part of
my purpose to make an assess-
ment of her political ability.
Again Sri Kantha has read
what is not there in my text.
He concluded 8o, 4t is ridi-
culous again for Hussain  to
compare the actions of M.G.R.'s
widow
had made no such comparison
anywhere, neither in  my last
letter. Yet once more Sri Kantha
has read what is nowhere in
my text. As for the asfuteness he
ascribes to himsell and others in
assessing Jandaki as a puppet, 1
MUusl EXPress surprise as it was
surely obvious to everyone right
through the length and breadth of
India, &#s well as to every
Tamil Nadu watcher outside,
that Janaki was infinitely less
than a political lightweight and
could easily have functioned as
a puppet. His assumption of
astuteness in grasping so obvious
B point suggests  that apart
ftom knowing nothing about the
problem of ethnicity, he knows

next to° nothing about the
politics of Tamil Nadu,

True, T did not deal with
Sri Kantha's deductions from
the Salamat Ali quotation.
Must T really waste my time,

and L.G. space, exploding every
bit of nonsense T encounter?

Furthermore, I thought I had
done enough to dissuade Sri
Kantha from again exhibiting

the results of his curious rea-
ding habits. The point at issue
is. whether or not M.G.R. and
the Tamil Nadu Government
raised a protest over the IPEF-
LTTE fighting. They did not,
and the LTTE was disappoin-
ted. That does not mean M. G.R,
broke links with the LTTE, or
turned hostile towards jt, and
certainly speed-boats could have
plyed every night as stated by
Salamat Ali. The fact remains
that, as I wrote, there was no
protest, and no amount of
quotations- about speed-hoats is
going to change that fact. T
have yet once more to point
to Sri Kantha's genius for rea-
ding what is not there in the

i6

tortbat of MLG.R:Y T

text. He preceded the Salamat
Al quotation (L.G. of May Ist)

CORRESPONDENCE

than
There is a

fact as-mot much more
abusive expletives.

with this: «Contrary to what problem of communication in
has been written by Hussain, dealing with Sri Kantha us he can-
M.G.R. was in close contact not understand the .plain mean-
with LTTE cadre, wuntil he ings of plain words. T will there-
died.” T wrote absolutely noth-  fore use the language to which he
ing about M.G.R." being in isaccustomed, and advise him to
contact or not in contact with  stop making himself look ridi-
LTTE cadre. culous by polemizing on mat-
In Sri Kantha’s rather 1limi- ters about which he is ignorant.
ted polemical lexicon two words  Should he wish to engage in
figure prominently, one of further polemics, I suggest that
which is vridiculous” and the he first take some reading
other “jgnorant™, They are lessons.
made to function as substitutes §
for réasen and argument, in Izeth Hussain
" - i ] 0 1
Tﬁﬂ ﬂﬂlﬂf' ﬂfﬂky in 1973, reached the top in

When I read ex—President Ju-
nius Richard Jayewardene’s pre-
tentious pontilication on power
that, *it was wisest to retain
{power) with the help of the
devil, if mecessary, 1ather than
to lose and then seek to regain
it (L. G., July 1% T could anly
think of another scheming poli-
tician, who shared the same name
Richard and the same sentiments
about power — the one and only
Richard WNixon. Both did their
best to eling onto power by
many devious means, though ex-
pressing  vocal  support  for
democracy,

In fact, Jayewardene’s politi-
cal career shows much resemb:
lance to that of Nixon: Both
made their entry into the poli-
tical arena in the 19405 as ex-
ponents of right-wing ideology
and in early 1950s reached their
first peak of their respective
careers — MNixon as the Vice Pre-
sident and JRI as the finance
minister of the first UNP gov-
ernment. Then in 1956 (JRI)
and in 1960 (Nizon), lost the
spower” which .they morte or
less worshipped. Even in 1938,
Eisenhower seriously thought of
dropping Nixon from the Repub-
lican Party ticket, though ulti-
mately bhe kept him. In 1963,
JRJ repained the power, albeit
as second in command, Nixon
reached his political pinnacle
in 1968, won a landslide wic-
tory in 1972 and resigned in
disprace in 1974, Meanwhile,
JRI consolidated his power
after Dudley Senanayake's death

1977, won a re-election in 1982

and made his exit much hum-
bler in 1988,

While the first terms of Nixon
and JRY (Mixon, 1968-72; IRJ,
1977-82) were quite constructive,
their second terms after re-elee-
tion (Wixon, 1973-74: IRJ, 1983_
88) turned out to be disastrous
to their respective countries,

Whatever expertise both
claimed on military strategy,
they  lacked active combat
experience. They were both
“arm-chair Commander—in-Chi-
efs"", MNixon’s ncmesjs was
Yietoam, and a commander

named Giap, Though he ouis-
marted many Tamil politicians
(Sentheralingam, Ponnambalam,
Chelvanayakam, Amirthalingam)
On the parliamentary battle-
ground by his ‘‘isolate, weaken
and destroy” tactics, Jayewar-
dene met his match - in  the
shape of a tough, wily guerrilla
(or in his terminology, ‘terro-
risl’) Prabhakaran.

Finally, for all his extensive
reading on the tactics of power
and wisdom, 1 guess I.R, Jave-
wardene has opot read what
Einstein  wrote: oThe at-
tempt to combine wisdom and
power has only rarely been
successful and then only for a
short while”. If expressed in
Einstein’s scientific format, it
reads as, the concentrajion of
power is inversely proportional
to the accumulation of wisdom.

Sachi Sri Kantha

Medical Collepe of
Philadelphia, USA.
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Dates

At present millions and mil-
lions of Rupees are spent every
year to import dates to Sii
Lanka.

The Juffna peninsula und other
arcas of MNorth-East Province
and also the Puttalam and Ham-
bantota districts are ideal places
to grow Date Palm trees (Phoe-
nix Dactylifera) which thrive in
hot, dry climates. “Date palms
tolerate a fairly high salt con-
centration in the soil, apparently
largely because of their abijlity
to exclude the salt”, Perhaps
the islands of Delft and Each-

chativu could be turned into
Date groves. Date. palm will
grow in any place where the

Palmyrah tree will grow.

Date palm produces food,
sugar, toddy, sweet toddy, arrack,
animal feed, fuel, shade, build-
ing materials ete. and will give
life to the people. Unprocessed
ripe fruit is wvery tasty 1o eat,
The leaves can be used to make
baskets, mats and various handi-
crafts, The date palm will give
very good returns on the invest-
ments made and they can he
grown on small or big planta-
tion scales and they can sup-
port families and create employ-
ment like the way the date palm
acreages support families in the
Coachella Valley area in South-
ern Culifornja. There is very
good money in dates.

The city of Indio in Southern
California is often called the
date capital of the nation and
the WMNational Date Festival is
held there every year in mid-
February. My wife and I made
it a point and attended this
festival in February 1988 and
we have learnt something use-
ful that Sri Lanka can use.
Since February 1988 1 always
feel that we must introduce date
palm trees in the dry zome are-
as of Sri Lapka to improve the
economiec conditions of the people
there.

There are about 12 commer-
cial varieties of date palms which
are grown. The most popalar
varieties grown in Califernia are
Deglet Noor and Medjool which

are noted for their size, [lav-
our, sugar content, market de-
mand ete. and has a good ex-
port market, There are about
32 amber coloured Deglet Noor
dates in a pound and about 14
Medjool dates in a pound., The
varieties of date palm  trees
grown in California were impor-
ted 90 years ago from Iraq, Al-
geria, Moroceo ete.

It takes several yearsto grow
date palm trees from seeds and
they will not know whether the
plant is female or male or the
variety until they flower and
bear fruits, Hence for planting
purposes they use the suckers
{off-shoots) that sprout near the
base of the parent trees. Fe-
male trees produce female suck-
ers and Male trees produce male
suckers. In other words the OFF
SHOOTS .are true to Parent
Palm.

The date palm trees begin to
flower and bear fruits about 4
years after planting. Female
trees produce female flowers
which develop into fruits and
male trees produce male flow-
ers which produce pollen,

In California they plant 48
Female trees and 1 Male tree
to an acre im rows about 30
feet apart. The pollination is
done by hand or with blower
dusters in order to get the maxi-
mum number of date fruits.
They use extension ladders or
mechanized cherry pickers to
climb the trees to pollinate the
flowers, to place plastic bags
above the ripening fruits to pre-
vent damage from rain, to place
netting or porous cloth over the

fruit clusters to protect the
fruits from insccts and birds
etc. To save money, time and

labour each tree is attached with
a ladder on a permanent basis,

In the dry zone the date palm
trees can be grown without ir-
rigation like the Palmyra palm
or the coconut trees once the
trees set their roots and reach
the underground water level.

In California they get about
200 to 300 pounds of date fruits
from each tree. A pound is
sold for U. 8 %200 (Rs. 80.00)
or more, Date palm trees can
bear fruits for about 100 vears

and can grow up to 100 feet
tall and can be interplanted
with cash crops like ground
nuts, banana, papaya, oranges,
lime etc.

Sri Lanka will have to  get
the date palm suckers (off-shoots)
from Saudi Arabia, Oman, Iraq,
Kuwait, . India, Pakislan ctc.
Every Sri Lankan working in
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait
ete. ecan help Sri Lanka and
themselves when they return
home once or twice a year on
holiday. At that time they can
casily bring as many date palm
plants with them by getting a
permit from the Director Agri-
culture in Sri Lanka.

Stri Lankan Government should
and must play a big part by
commetcially importing date
palm tree suckers and distribu-
ting them for planting. Another
tree that can be introduced in
the dry zope ean be Olive trees
to produce oil, pickels, animal
feed etc. Olive Qil is cxpensive
and can be exported. Olive oil
is monosaturated and doctors
say it is free from cholesterol,

V. T. Saravanapavan
P. O Box 2079,
Victorville,
California 92393,
. 5. A,

On Throwing. ..
ff'.’u.ur{'um'{.l' Sfrom  page 19}

The purity of race and langu-
age are very dangerous concerns
as, ‘indeed, we have seen how
it has led to fascism in pre-war
Germany and now to its rise
in the North and East of Sri
Lanka,

It is a great pity that there
are so many people ready, wil-
ling and able to identify *Sin-
hala chauvinism® as a factor
leading to the political dishar-
mony in the country, but fail
to recognise ‘Tamil chauvinism’
even when it spits out from the
barrel of an AK 47,

The international lobby of the
LTTE is so successful that thro-
ughont James Manor's book the
phrase ‘Sinhala chauvinism® is
liberally sprinkled, as for Tamil
chauvinism, it is almost every-
where invisible. Surely, doesn’t
it take two to make a quarrel?
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BOOK REVIEW

Participatory Development and Poverty Alleviation

“Women, Poverty and Resources”’
by Ponna Wignaraja

overty alleviation initially

became a matter as major
concern in the seventies. A large
number of alternative develop-
ment approaches were explored
and promoted but with the ma-
jor exceptions of Primary Health
Care and Basic Services, most
were isolated experiments. Even
these were overshadowed in de-
velopment theory and practice
by issues of sltructural adjust-
ments in the 1980s. A rising
concern amongst an increasing
number of development econo-
mists with the effects of adjust-
ment policies on the peor, bro-
ught again to the fore the prohb-
lem of alleviation of poverty.

Ponna Wignaraja was onc of
the five members of the South
Asiagn team that in the early
19705 produced the pioneer study,
truly ground breaking at that
time, titled “Towards a Theory
of Rurdal Development™, The
methodology they identified has
informed much of the innov-
ative experimentis in powverty al-
leviation, Since then, working
with United Nations, in his
writings, as editor of “Develop-
ment’® and also as Secretary
General of the Society for In-
ternational Development, he has
continued to pursue the same
conceptual path and to refine
the methodology of participatory
development.

In 1987, UNICEF and IFAD
asked Ponpna Wignaraja to re-
view his experiences on these
issues in a number of countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin Am-
erica. The result is this book,
The starting point of Wigna-
raja’s analysis is that “‘the poor
are left out because the conce-
ptual framework and the insti-
tutional framework within which
the problem is looked at is in-
adequate.”” In this book, he spe-
cifically addresses the issue of
alleviation of women’s poverty,
a new dimension which was not
highlighted nor developed in the
earlier writings of the team.

The issues of gender and
equity point to the double bur-
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dén women have to bear: that
of being poor and beinga woman.
For Ponna Wignaraja, the solu-
tions to women's poverty can
only come from actions by
women's groups and by their
better organization, Individuals
cannot address the problem of
their powerlessness; this can
only be done through collective

action. The organization of
women around issues of com-
mon concern is &  prerequisite

for effective and sustainable eco-
nomic and social development.
Ponna Wignaraja further states
that provision of eredit in the
absence of this organization is not
developmental, but further erades
self-respect, dignity and collective
action and leads to depletion of
even the resources and assets
already available to poor women.”

A corollary is that the pro-
vision of credit alone has little
impact on the economic status
of poor women. A holistic
approach incorporating awareness
creation and group organization,
struggle for the fair implemen-
tation of wvarious legislations
in their support in marketing,
availability of various materials,
skill training, legal aid, health
and child care, maternity and
social security, and pgetting out
of debl are some of the key
elements that need to go hand
in hand with the availability
of credit.

To make this happen, political
space has to be found and the
programmes themselves will help
to further widen that space.
Where the process does not take
place spontaneously, sensitized
animators cano help fo catalyze
the process.

These are some of the elements
that Ponna Wignaraja considers
crucial to enable poor women

to move out of poverty into

sustainable development.
MNumerous case studies have

been  published on income

generating activities for women.
These are usually small projects
which are never extended nation-

wide becapse they are not in-
corporated into the mainstream
of economic development. Other
studies have highlighted the
failures of targeted credit pro-
grammes for the poor and poor
WOMmen through conventional
government or credit institu-
tions. A number of case studies
have been published on the
better known successful pro-
grammes with credit components
for women, such as, the Grameen
Bank or the BRAC, some occa-
sionally written by those who
conceived the projects. There
are fewer publications available
analyzing the conceptual issues

underlying the access of poor
women to  credit, and the
possibilities of organization,

awareness creation and  credit
and asset creation together, to
strengthen their capacity to
survive, to improve their econo-
mic and social conditions and
that of their children, to go to
scale and ito sustain this pro-
cess over time,

Ponna Wignaraja's book be-
longs to the latter category.
The conditions for the sustai-
ning of such programmes in a
variety of socio-economic and
cultural settings is an especially
important theme.

The experience of providing
micro-loans is not new to
UNICEF. The process of deve-
loping and extending such sys-
tems and sustaining them within
the community-level constraints
and within the constraints and
pressures of national and inter-
national bureauncracies (inclu-
ding their financial rules and
regulations) is of great interest
to UNICEF.

We hope this book will help
to stimulate reflection and dis-
cussion and lead to a renewed
analysis of the problems and
opportunities faced in improving
the desigen of projects and
cvaluation of programmes for
and with poor women.

Richard Jolly
{(Deputy Execative  Director, Programmes
UMICEF « New York)
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There are a multitude of Guardians during your lifetime.
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