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% ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter znd light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting aut tobaceo
leaf in & barn. It = ane of the hundreds of such
barns spread out in the mad and upcountry
mtermediate zone where the arable land rermains
fallow during the off season.

Here, wath careful nurturing, tobacco graws as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves lumn to
gold,,, to the value of over Rs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk,

Tabaceso s the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people. And these
people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
growers and those who work for them, an the land
ard in the barns.

For them, the tobacen leal means meaningful worls,
a comfortable e and a secure fulure. A good
encugh reason for laughter.

" CeylonTobacco Co. Lid.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS

BOYCOTT

Opposition members. SLFP,
MEP and USA, boycotted
the ceremonial opening
of the Third Session of
the Second Parliament by
President Premadasa on
April 19. Other Opposition
members, SLMC, TULF and
EDF attended. The boy-
cott was to protest soaring
living costs and rapression,
and other issues. Gov-
ernment spokesman  said
these reasons were nothing
new, and too frivolous for
such an extreme step as
a boycott of parliament.

TO BE ARMED

After two lots of Sinhala
peasants were hacked to
death by ‘Tigers', seventeen
in Athimale and twenty two
in Maligawila, both in the
Moneragala district, the
authorities announced that
inhabitants of horder villa-
ges in the Ampara and
Moneragala districts will
be armed.

EXTERNAL FORCES?

“External powers”" co-
uld be. working with the
LTTE to destabilise Sri Lan-
ka, President Premadasa
told an election rally in
Divulapitiva. There were
afso others who did not
like wounds to heal, so
that they could display the
sore and bag vofes.

But the UNP, he said,
couwld not be defeated, after

1877.

Brreﬂy s

. Presidant Pramadasa told
a rally at Aranayake that
the Opposition was resorting
to boycotts and withdrawals
becauss it had no alternative
to the Government to offer,
Thay waeare in such & sorry
stata that they were too
ashamed even to participate
in festivities organised (by the
government) in connection
with the Sinhala and Hindu
MNow Year,

The peopla of this country
still  remembered the dark
SLFP era of gqueues and shorta-
ges, the prasident said; an
era of progress and prospe-
rity had been ushered in by
the UNP.

@ Opposition Leader Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike told a
rally at Kuliyapitiva that

the forthcoming local govern-
ment elections should bz an
opportunity to damage the
UNP's support base. [t was
time for the suffering masses
to protest against the obstinacy
and undemocratic policies of
the Gavernment.

The press was muzz led, and
those who dared resist were
abducted and seen no maore,
the Opposition Lesder said,

@® A special GCE (Advanced
Leval) examination began in
the Morthern and Eastern
provinces on April 22. This
was in place of the normal
examination held in the rest
of the island in August last
year, which could not be held
in the Marth and East becausa
of the warring in those pro-
vinces., The examination aut-
horities were hopseful that
the government security forces
and the LTTE would avoid
confrontations in areas where
the students were sitting this
special examination. It will
go on till May 18 at 144
centres, seven of which are
in the Jaffna peninsula.

{Cantinuad on Page 2)

LETTER
INSPIRING

Wa of all communities and
religions must be thankful to
Minfsler Festus Parera on his
illuminating inspiring, Avurudda
message,

He with |ucidity and clarity
lauds the wvalues embedded
in the traditions of the ‘Sin-
hala® and ‘Hindu New Year,.

He traces the migration of
the ancient Aryans to Europe
Africe and Asia. ‘Sri Lankans'
he states ‘are descendants of
the great Aryans known to
be great thinkers, philusnphem
and true sportsmen.’ He ex-
horts that we be proudly
inspired by the noble quali-
ties in our blood stream.

Let us, now at least, fnrgat
the minor ethnic, sacial, cul-

tural and economic problems
we face.
Let us not forget that we
are Aryans.
LN Sn Lankan
LANEA
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Briefly . . .

(Continwed from Paga 1)

@ 'Swiftly sliding rupee
pushes "“drug prices up’ was
how the Sunday Times headli-
ned its feature on esca-
lating drug prices. The cost
of living is hatrowing enough;
the cost of ailing is worse.
And only a few can afford
the cost of dying.

A pharmacist’s  bill  these
days could bring on a cardiac
arrest. Some patients buy
only a part of the pills pre-
scribed,  believing  wvaguely
that at least a part of their
illness would be cured.

Most drugs are imported.
In 1979 a US dollar stood
at less than 16 rupees. Today
it is wvalued at over Rs 40;
and it is climbing. In 1989
the government controlled
drug importers’ profits at 160

per cent of c. i f.value. But
little has been done to con-
trol the price at the retail
outlet.

Another cause Lhat helps
the murderous escalation of
drug prices is the unregulated
availability of a wvarierty of
brand names, which confuses
the patient often compelling
him to pay many times mors
than he needs to. For in-
stance; “A cancer-fighting
drug named Tamixifel is sold
under two brand names. The
drug branded MNolveodex is
priced at Rs 18.40 a capsule
while the other, Tamofel is
only Rs 5.258" (F. D. C. Wije-

singhe, former chief econo-
mist of the Fair Trading

Commission quoted in the
Sunday Times). Anotherexam-
ple: Volmax, a European brand
name, sells at Rs B6.35 per
4 mag tablet; the same drug

made in Sri  Lanka, named
Salbutamol, is available at 10
cents per 2 mg tablet.

Many years ago a previous
government attempted to do
away with brand names, 1o
make available the genaric
drug at very little cost. Big
names in the medical profes-
sion howled; the internatio-
nal pharmaceuticals  lobby
beat the war drums,

Something else is also
happening now. Multinational
drug manufacturers are expor-
ting dangarous products ban-
ned in their home couniries
to the Third World. “They
manipulate rules and falsify
‘scientific studies’. They buy
testimonials and seek local
allies who compromise in
favour of their products or
technologies”, a Mexican study
has revealed.

VASA OPTICIANS

207, 2nd Cross Street,
Colombo - 11.

Telephone : 421631




Indian Polls and

Sri Lanka
Mervyn de Silva

wa elections, the ‘nation-

wide parliamentary polls in
India and a mini-general election
in Sri Lanka, and the respective
results will probably provide a
broad framework not only for
Indo-Sri Lanka relations in the
foresesabls future but for Co-
lombo's policy on the LTTE-led
Tamil insurgency, today’'s main
challenge to State, regime and
society, after the JVP revaolt was
crushed, If the Indian result is
indecisive, thers may be once
more a period of dangerous
drift. . . dangerous, that is ,to
Sri Lanka.

However, the Tamilnadu voter
is more likely to be more clear-
headed in deciding between the
AlIDMK-Cangress alliance and the
DMK-Mational Front coalition. A
weak Centre in Delhi, busy
forming uneasy alliances in order
to have a stahle Lok Sabha
majority or counting the days
to call for fresh polls, will have
to be far more receptive to
prassures from Madras than say,
a new Rajiv Gandhi administra-
tion with a secure majority.

The fact that the local elections
this month exclude the war-torn
MNorth and East does not really
make the outcome less impor-
tant to President Premadasa and
the UNP. On the contrary, the
result  would be a much clearer
test of what counts most — Sin-
hala opinion. Both the President
and the Opposition Leader Mrs.
Bandaranaike know that. True,
economic issues have been raised,
especially by the SLFP with an
eye on the rural poor. Mrs.
Bandaranaike has also focused
on democracy and human rights.
But the cutting edge of the
SLFP propaganda has been the
Tamil gquestion, specifically the
way the war is being waged in
the Morth and East, and lately
the LTTE's murderous attacks on
Sinhala villages, plainly a cold-

bloodedly - calculated
move. Mrs. Bandaranaike's attack
is aimed at the Government's
apparent lack of concern in the
way the ‘war’ is going. More
money and time are spent by
the Government on other mat-
ters, including ‘tamashas’ accuses
the Opposition Leader. In short,
she demands that the war effort
should be Colombo's topmost
priority. It is an essentially
militarist or pro-military solution
approach with the Sinhala electo-
rate in mind. And why not!
The north and easl won't vote.

President Premadasa on the
ogther hand continues to argue
the case for a *“political settle-
mant” blaming the LTTE squarely
for taking up arms when high-
level negotiations were being
conducted in Colombo through-
out 1990. However, his offer
of negotiations this time round
is NOT unconditional. Having
being cleverly deceived the first

time round to invite the wrath
of hardline Sinhala opinion,
fiarce attacks from the SLFP,

and disappointment of the Ma-
tional Security Establishment, he
is not taking any chances the
sacond time. He simpiy cannot
afford that.

There is a poorly concealed
time-table implicit in the Presi-
dent’'s current approach. The
army has been given what it
has always pressed for — more
men, more sophisticated weapons,
and a systematic program of
improving the contribution of
the Air Force and the Navy
to the war effort. All this is
part of the conscious re-struc-
turing and modernisation under-
taken by Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne,
in response to the Insistent
demands of the High Command.

The Army has not satisfied
the high expectations of an over—
gager and simple-minded Sinhala
middle class which believed the

tacticel

BACKGROUND

war could be wonin ona moenth,
if not in one week! But the
Army has made things far
mora difficult for the LTTE,
preciesly because the High
Command in Colombo, under
Lt. General Hamilton Wanasingha,
and the Northern Commander,
Major-General Denzil Kobbeka-
duws, have lowered their sights.
and mapped out a far more
realistic strategy, putting profes-
sionalism before public relations.
In the north, the ‘Tigers’ have
the run of the peninsula, the
‘Eelam’ heartland, but they cannot
claim total “libaration’. The
carefully located and defensible
camps or fixed positions, with
a cluster of supportive camps,
plus access from the sea and
total command of the skias,
constitute what can be described
as a ‘strategy of denial’ in an
unconventional war. “*Eelam”’
has not been “liberated”’, despite
the fact that the LTTE has full
command of the land area, mo-
bility, and complete commarnd
of a rudimentary administrative
system, including the issue of
visas, impasing taxes, and police
functions.

LTTE RESPONSE

With these power and adminis-
trative responsibilities have come
problems. Given its authori-
tarian regimen, the LTTE has
employed day-to-day practices
which have made life exceed-
ingly uncomfortable and oppres-
sive to the Tamil middie-class,
particularly  the intelligentsia.,
Rapid cadre recruitment has
lowered the standard of its
‘army’ and ‘police’. These changes
largely account for the highly
critical “Human Rights™ report
recently issusd by the Univer-
sity Teachers' group. This report
has made quite an impact on
international opinion too, most
crucially, the foreign NGO's and
same governments, especially in
Europe and the Commonwealth.
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The LTTE has relied on a
dual response: (a) a new camp-
aign overseas 1o project the
image of a responsible spokes-
man of an oppressed minority
always ready totalk and negotiate
if “a reasonable offer was forth-
coming. The “sole spokesman’
role however is underlined.

(k) It has launched attacks in
the East, deep in Sinhala areas.
The attacks are not only savage
but indiscriminate. Both help to
unsettle the government, in-

flame Sinhala opinion. It also
sharpens the UNP-SLFP (i. e.
Sinhala) conflict, all the more

easily because there is an alec-
tion campaign on.

But that is not the anly elec-
tion the LTTE has in mind. Its
principal cencern is the Indian
election — both the nation-wide
and the Tamilnadu. The LTTE
would of course prafer a DME-
Mational Front victory in Madras
and & non-Congress govern-
ment in Dalhi. But it realises
that NO government in Delhi
can ignore Tamil opinion. And
Tamilnadu is not merely a large
state, it is the most important in
the south. ALL ruling parties in
India have their main power—
base in the north,

The MGR mantle is now Jaya-
lalitha’s — the mistress of the
charismatic MGR not Janaki's,
the widow. When the (AIDMK)
MGR vote was divided in 1989
between the two ladies. the DMK
under Karunanidhi won 151 seats
in the state though collecting
only 34% of the total poll. Now
Janaki is out of the picture and
Jayalalitha has had her way in
negotiating terms with Gandhi's
Congress on Lok Sabha Seat shar-
ing for this month's elections, But
who will win the battle for the
Tamilnadu state assembly?

INDIAN VIEWS

The Congress manifesto defi-
ned Indian interests in Sri Lanka
thus: (i) securing the rights of
the Tamils (b) Indian national
security interests and (c) safe-
guarding Sri Lanka's territarial
integrity. -

A
=

Mr. Gandhi has a score to
settle  with the LTTE, which
humiliated IPKF, cockad a snogk
at the regional ‘superpower’ and
spurned the Gandhi-Jayawar-
dena ‘Accord’ and clobbered the
India-backed Tamil groups, parti-
cularly Padmanabha's EPRLF to
which Mr. Gandhi had = special
respect. Al the same time, Dalhi's
leverage would be much less if
there ware no full-blown Tamil
insurgency, and that ‘war’ is the
LTTE's. Delhi cannot ignore the
LTTE. Besides, India cannot play
negotiating role without recog-
nising the LTTE when the LTTE
is the sole “army" fighting the
Sri Lankan state. Appreciating all
that the LTTE has already insis-
ted on what is a pre-condition

. it is the sole spokesman
of the Tamil people. India will
not accept that.

After despatching Major-Gene-
ral Cecil Waidyaratne, the toug-
hest of the generals to the poli-
tically sensitive East, President
Premadasa has once more arg-
ued that the conflict requires a
negotiated political settlement.
This may imply that the Presi-
dent, having given the army B
months more to win the war
or at least contain the LTTE, is
preparing the public for a situation
where he can say | told vou
that this conflict requires a nego-
tiated settlement. So isn’t it bet-
ter for me, your elected Prasi-
dent, to talk to the (Sri Lankan)
Tamil ‘Tigers' than a foreign
government which has its own
interests in our country, its small
neighbour?".

On his way to Delhi, Sri
Lanka's new High Commissioner
Mr. Meville Kanakaratne, told the
Madras press that India had a
“role” to play. But what is that
role? It remains ill-defined. As
far the Indian High Commiszio-
ner, Mr. N. N. Jha, Delhj is
clear on one particular “role".

“lI don’t think “he said” the
LTTE or anybodyelse can define
this role for us.... The LTTE
should make wp its mind. Mr.
Jha also questioned the LTTE's
claim as ‘sole representative’”,

It should contest elsctions and
prove its popularity to the world.
It is also inconsistent to argue
that it is the most popular Ta-
mil group and then deny other
groups the right to contest.

The local selections will de-
monstrate  to the President what
kind of mandate he will he given
in the event of negotiations
with the Tamils, LTTE and others,
If the Opposition does wall, he
would be mare sensitive to
hardline Sinhala opinion, and
the gap between the government
and the LTTE, already quite large,
may become unbridgeable.

“The change in mood iz palpabls. |
Gone for the most part, is the stala |
rhetaric of national® seli-reliance*

; and “foreign dependence  that

spewed from past socialist regimes,

The Lanks Guardian and the Ecoma-

mic. Review, leftist journals lang

favoured by prominant Marxists, ‘

now run approving pieces on  the
‘‘opean  economy.'”

{Rameash Venkataraman — S5ri
Lanka beyond tha politics of raca
ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL) .
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Human Rights

SRI LANKA : STARK PARADOX
-U. S.

For Sri Lanka In fiscal year 1892, the Administration is reques-
ting 19.3 million dollars In Development Assistance, 21.6 million
dollars in P, L. 4B0, and 200,000 doilars in International Military
Education and Training funds,

Sri Lanka embodies one of South Asia's starkest paradoxss. On
the oneé hand, it takes pride In & strong, democratic tradition and
dynamic cconomic policies which brought a five parcent gnnuaj
growth rate for 1890, At the same time, Sri Lanka has sufforod
two brutal insurgencies. Although the 'JVWP, which has a brut
record, was crushed by early 1990, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam continue to wage & bloody saparatist war against the govern-
ment. Deputy Defence Ministar Ranjan Wijeratne, who was assas-
sinated on March 3, was the latest victim of Sei Lanka's tragic
cycle of violence. We have consistently urged dialegue, net
bloodshed, as the means to resolve Sri Lanka's ethnic diffe.
rences. While the ceasefire in early January did net last, we
ara encouraged that the Govermnment left the door open to
future talks.

We are also troubled by the humun rights abuses committed by
all parties to the conflict, including government forces. The Govern-
ment's establishment of & human rights task force waes a  welcome
development. We commend its efforts to maintain communal harmony
and to promote military discipline while fighting a vialent insurgency.
Plainly, democratically—elected government has the right to protect
itself from those who would overthrow it by force. Yet thoss char-
ged with enforcing the lsw — including the Sri Lankan military and
police — have a spzclal obligation to obey it. On human rights mat-
ters, the Government of Sri Lanka's primary responsibility is 1o vigo-
rously investigate all extrajudicial killings and disappearances credibly
linked to security forces and bring thoss responsible to justice,
Beyond that, there must be greater effort to investigata officials
linked to serious abuszes, Discipline in the security forces must be
strengthened. We have underscored this peint on many occasions,
including at the donor Consultative Group meating in Paris on Oecto.
ber 25, Other delegations, including the European Community, ex-
pressed similar concerns in their statements.

| would like to conclude, Mr. Chairman, by noting again our
encouragement by the improved climate for democratic  institutions
in several South (Asian nations. U. S. assistance programs, supported
by the Congress, have made a real contribution to this develapmant,
But working for greater desmocratic government and widened oppor-
tunities for free enterprise in South Asia, as anywhere also, is a
means to an end: an improved life for the people of the region. We
will continue our diplomatic efforts in South Asia on behalf of
non-prolifaration, increased security, and improved human rights. We
alzo must continue our programs fo help build the political, ecaona-
mic, #nd social foundations reguired for South Asian  nations to
adequately address themsslves the tremendous problems they face.

*
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Strengthening Human Rights Realization at the
Grassroots in South Asia through Regional Co-operation

South Asian Human Rights Programme
of Action

The Participants at the Workshop on “'Streng-
thening Human Rights Realization at Grassroots
In South Asia through Regional Co-operation”
held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 17-19 Mareh
18981 passed several resolutions and mada seva-
ral recommendations for the realization of human
rights at grassroots in the countries of the region.

Representatives from several human rights
organizations in SAARC countries, India, Bangla-
desh Pakistan and Sri Lanka as well as repra-
sentatives of several regional networks in Asia
attended the meeting. Due to flight problems
representatives from MNepal and Bhuian could not
participate in it

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Hecommendations were made regarding four areas,
They are:

SRILANKA, 19 Ms. Manel Tiranagama, President,

and Development Colombo-B, SRI LANKA, 27 Mr.

(1) Human Rights research, education, dissemi-
nation, promotion and training;

{2) Monitoring, fact finding and reparting:

(3) Human Rights groups working in exception-
ally difficult circumstances:

{4) Action campaigns.

The participants decided that the recommen-
dations should be followed by concrete action
programmes. To give effect to these recommen-
dations the following action programmes waere
created, these we hope will give strangth to
human rights NGDOs warking in the region and
will effectively campaign against specific issuas
in the ragion.

Action Programme - 1

Human Rights Education & Promotion

(i) To develop a framework of regional training
Rrogramme for human rights activists:
{Continued on page 7)

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1 Mr. Joseph Gathia, Co-ordinator, Centre of Cancemrn for Child Labour, New D=alhi, INDIA, 2 Mr.
Lawrence, Surendra, Centre for Research in New International, Madras, INDIA, 3 Mr Mohamed Fazlul Hug,
Secretary, Madaripur Legal Aid Association, Madaripur
chte Shekha, Jessora, BANGLADESH, 5 Mr. Akram M. Chowdhury, Bangladesh Human Rights Commission,
Dhaka 1000, BANGLADESH, & Mr. Benadict D*Rozario, Asst. Director, CARITAS Davelopment Institute
| Dhaka, BANGLADESH, 7 Ms. Rosaline Costa, Commission for Justice and Peace, Dhaka, BANGLADESH,
8 Ms. Zsbunnessa Rahman, Vice Presidant, Bangladesh National Womean Lawyers Association, Dhaka, BAN-
GLADESH, 8 Mr. D. J. Ravindran, Internationzl Commissian of Jurists, Ganeva, SWITZERLAND, 10 Mr.
Rafig Bafi Munshey, Advocate, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Karachchi, PAKISTAN. 11 Mr
Sabihuddin Abmead, Vice Chairman, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Karachchi, PAKISTAN, 12 Mr.
M. Abdul Sabur, Coordinator, Asian Cultural Forum on Development (ACFOD) Bangkok, THAILAND, 13 Dr.
Clarance J. Dias, President, International Centre for Law in Development, MNow York, U. 5. A. 14 M.
James Tan, Coordinatar, Hotline Asia, Kowloon, HONG KONG, 15 Mr. Wong Kai Shing, Programme Officer,
Asian Human Rights Commission, Kowloon, HONG KONG, 16 Mr. J. B, Joyaratnam, President, Regioni!
Council on Human Rights in Asia, SINGAFDORE, 17 Mr. Zia Ahmed Awan, Lawyers for Human
Legal Aid, Karachchi, PAKISTAN. 18 Prof, Savitri Goonesekera, Open University af Sri Lanka,

BANGLADESH, 4 Ms, Angela Gomes, Director, Ban-

Rights &
Nugegoda,

Rural Women's Qrganizations Network, Galle, SRILANKA,
20 Ms. Tamara Wimalasooriya, Human Rights Commission, Colombo-7, SRI LANKA, 21 M.

Tiranagama, Lawvyers for Human Rights & Developmant, Calomho-B.  SRI LANKA, 22 Ms. Lakmalj Cabral,
Lawyors for Human Rights & Devslopment, Colombo-g. SRI LAMKA, 23 Mr. Prins Rajasooriya,
for Human Rights and Dovelapment, Colombo-8, SRI
Human Righis and Development, Colombo-8, SH| LANKA, 25 Ms. Pathma MNagandran,
Rights and Developmeant, Calombo-8. SRI LANKA, 2§ Mr. K. H. Amarasena,

Kalyananda

Lawyars

LANKA, 24 Mr. Upali Fonnamparuma, Lawyers for

Lawyers for Human
Lawyers for Human Rights

Wilson Fernando, Lawyers for Human Rights and Deva-
lopment Celombo-8, SRl LANKA, 28 Mr. A, Jauffer Hassan, Lawyers for Human

Colombo-8, SRl LANKA, 29 Ms. Monica Ruwanpathirana, Participatory  Institute
atives, Colombo-8, SRI LANKA, 30 Mr. Upali Magedera
goda, SRl LANKA, 31 Mr. 5. Balakrishnan, Ceylon Social Institute, Kandy, SRI LANKA, 32 Ms D. A,
Mandari, Centre for Womean's Development, Wanchawala,
for Womsan's Development, Wanchawela, SRl LANKA,
Lanka Peasants Congress. Nuwara Eliya, SRI LANKA, 35 mr. W, Gamini Yap2, Rogional
sant Development Frogramme, Kumburegama, SRI LANKA,

Rights and Development,

for Development Altern.
Gamage, National Development Foundation, Muge-

SRl LANKA, 33 Ms. Kamala Senaviratne, Cantre

a4 Mr. D, W, Appuhamy, Ganeral Sacratary, Al

Coordinator, Pea-




{ii} To organize at least one regional training
programme within a year;

(iii) To organize a training programme on fact
finding, documentation, reporting and skill
development;

{iv) To organize parallel meetings to make repre-
sentations during international events and
SAARC meetings;

{v) To set up a means of communication — a8
newsletter or news-sheet for sharing of infor-
mation and experiencas at regional level;

(iv) To prepare a resources directory of organi-
zations and institutions involved in human
rights work at national and regional levels.

Action Programme - 2

Special Task Forces
Four categories of problems were identified
with demand priority and early action to deal
with them. They are :

(i) Trafficking of women and children

{ii) Multinational Corporations and Human Rights
violations

(iii} Deforastation
(iv) Drugs and Aids,

It was decided to set up four Task Forces
to tackle these issues Each of these “Task Force”
would comprise at least one Human Rights
Organization from each of South Asian counitries
already working on such issues. Individual parti-
pants and NGOs different countries were identi-
fied to constitute such Task Forces.

The "Task Forces” would exchange informa-
tion and meet periodically to enhance closer
cooperation in dealing with such problem.
The groups should formulate target actions and
strategies aimed at solving the specific problems.

Action Programme - 3
Expert Groups

It was also decided to organize an Expert
Group 1o help human rights organizations work-
ing under exceptionally difficult circumstances,
States under emergency and martial law and
situations of ethnic conflict were considered as
examples of exceptionally difficult circumstances,
For the moment Expert Group would attend to
particular areas, namely :

(i) To address the issue of disappearances and

help human rights organizations to deal
with the issue.
{ii) To constitute or supplement fact-finding,

monitoring and reporting groups at regional
level,
Action Programme - 4
Common Action

Some common action campaigns were also
preposed in relation to:

(i) Burma issue (This was spelt out as an issue
calling for immediate action campaign)

(ii) F'rqnjntiun of democratization and accoun-
tability of governments of the countries in
the region

(iii) Solidarity and support to the human rights
organizations and people’s movements.

Action Programme - 5

Action Campaigns to Promote Regicnal
Co-operation

{i) To organize seminars to identify regiona
and common issues and plan out action
programmes to promote regional cooperation
and solidarity;

(ii) Education and exchange of information an
on regional or inter-country issues;

(ili) Calling together national NGOs capable of
organizing programmes in their countries to
promote regional solidarity and cooperation.

MODALITIES

.. Tha participants also decided on the moda-
lities for the implementation of action programmes.

Caritas Training Institute of Bangladesh volun-
teered to undertake the implementation of regi-
onal training programmes. The Lawyers for Human
Rights and Development (LHRD) in Sri Lanka
was assigned the task of communications.

Four Task Forces comprising at least oneg
Human Rights Organization from each SAARC
country already working on such issues wera
constituted for dealing with each of the four
issues.

Asian Cultural Forum on Development (ACFOD)
undertook to organize Expert Groups. The overall
general co-ordination of all action programmes
was entrusted to the Lawyers for Human Rights
and Development (LHRD) in Sri Lanka for a
period of two years.

LHRD is saddled with a heavy responsi-
bility. In the next two vyears LHRD will
have to see that all possible and practical steps
are taken for the implementation of the above
decisions. Jointly with the other South Asian
participants LHRD is committed to give effectto
these action programmes.

LHRD seeks the support of all South Asian
Human Rights NGOs and FPeople’'s Movements,
Regional Human Rights Networks, UN bodies and
other concerned organizations in translating this
commitment of ours to a meaningful contribution
for the realization of human rights and justice
in our societies.

STATEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS

We are individuals and organizations from
Asian region, Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh involved ard working for the pro-
motion of Human Rights and Social Justice. We
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mat in Colombo, Sri Lanka from March 17-19
for ‘Strengthening Human Rights Realization at
the Grassroots in South Asia through Regional
Co-operation”. We resolved at the end of our
delibsrations to share this statsment with people
and NGOs working for the realization of human
rights and achieving social justice in our socie-
ties.

We received reports of human rights situa-
tions of the different countries in the region
and examined the kind of problems and diffi-
culties created by both state and non-state
groups using terror and violence, ta thwart the
realization of human rights.

We are appalled by the increasing violation
of human rights, economic, political, social and
cultural, the growing intensity of these viola-
tions and rising number of categories of victims
and viclations. We also noted with deep con-
cern that despite the heroic efforts by people
and NGOs to resist these violations and their
unceasing work for realization of human rights
at the grassroot level, these violations continue
unabated and increase in ferocity. We lament
the fact that these wvaliant efforts to realisas
the human rights of our people is met with
drotesque repression and moreover this is being
achieved through the manupulation of law and
ever growing number of repressive legislations.
These acts also frustrate the efforts of the
sympathetic members of the judiciary and bureau-
cracy who try hard to stem the increasing tide
of human rights viclations and the correspon-
ding slide of our societies into &8 morass of
violence and destruction,

We discussed some priority actions that
needs to be undertaken and strengthened at

the Mational and South Asian laval to improve
the human rights climate in our societies.
These actions that address certain priority issues
are not only important in themselves but that
we feel, will certainly improve the human rights
situation.

Through our deliberations, the actions we
propose and this statement that we share we
express our profound admiration and apprecia-
tion of the people, the organizations and indi-
viduals fighting at great odds to protect and
promote the human rights. We extend our soli-
darity to those struggling for the realization of
human rights and achievement of social justice,
We pledge our commitment to these struggles.
With this pledge of ours, we also seek your
suppart in a spirit of growing unity and wor-
king togetehr to enable us to translate this
commitment of ours to a meaningful contribution
for the realization of the struggles for human
rights and justice in our societies.

We express our grave concern over the grim
situation emanating from blantant violations of
human rights such as the large scale “disap-
pearances” of citizens from the Southern part
of Sri Lanka, the genocide and displacement
caused by the armed ethnic conflict in the
Morth-East province of Sri Lanka, the communal
tension in India and the defiance of all human
rights norms by State-Agencies in Punjab and
Kashmir, the terrorization of people caused by
the Government and other armed groups in the
Sindh Province in Pakistan, the trafficking of
women from Bangladesh, the drug menace
throughout the region and the bombing of civi-
lians in lrag and the plight of women and
childran arising therefrom.
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INDIAN POLLS

Uncertainties cloud poll horizon

G. Krishnan in Delhi

Sume 521 million voters will
cast their ballots this month
in what many people consider
one of the most lacklustre elec-
tion in recent times, barely 16
months after they elected 523
candidates to the ninth Lok
Sabha.

The 1989 elections raised a
lot of hopes with Mr. V. P. Singh
being projected as an alternative
to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
and the opposition closing ranks
to form a common anti-Conaress
(I} front. The issues too were
explosive — Bofors and Ramjanm-
abhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute.

But this time most vOters
seem to be lukewarm about the
elections, mainly because of thair
disenchantment with politicians
of every hue, who have proved
incapable of holding a govern-
ment together for five years.

Mare worrisome is a fear of
large-scale violence, especially
in the large northern States and
Punjab and Assam, where the
Union Government has decided
to hold simuitaneous polls to the
Assembly and Lok Sabha.

Atthis writing the Election Com-

mission had not announced the
poll dates for these States, pro-
bably on the Government's re-
commendation. The Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner has said that
special security measuras must
be taken to ensure free and
fair elections in these States.
It is possible that the Govern-
ment may leave the final deci-
sion to the new Lok Sabha
which has to be constituted
before June B.

The last elections were signi-
ficant in that the Congress (1)
was rojected though it polled
39 23 per cent of total votes
and in that it saw the reemer-
gence of a distinct North-South
divida.

At the national level, the
Congress (1) managed to get

only 194 seats despite winning
more than two-thirds of the
votes. Tha Janata Dal, on the
other hand, got 142 seats
though it secured only 17.73
per cent of the total votes. In
fact the Congress (1) Opposition
together polled about 1 per cent
less votes than the Congress (1)
but won 76 seats more.

The Congress (I) fared wery
well in the South in the Novem-
ber 1989 poll by winning 102
of the total 132 seats. The near
total wvictory of Congress (1}
candidates from Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh in  particular
sesemed to indicate that the
electorate  had  rejected  that
Janata / Janata Dal and the
Telugu Desam regimes which
had failed to make good their
promises. The rift between Mr.
Ramakrishna Hegde and Mr.
H. D. Deve Gowda in Karnataka
resulted in  their fighting for
the same votes, thus helping
the Congress (I) emerge victo-
rious.

The last elections saw tha
Opposition realising that it had
to sink its differences and come
together if it was to defeat the
Congress (1). The result was the
Mational Front, comprising the
Janata Dal (which itself was
born of a merger between the
Jan Maorcha and the Lok Dal-
Ajit Singh)., the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam, the Telugu
Desam, the Congress (S) and
the Asom Gana Parishad. This
combing fought the Congress (I)
head on with the support of
the left parties and the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Thers were also
seat adjustment agreements in
most constituencies to  ensure
straight contests So that the
non-Congress () vote would not
be divided.

The Congress (I)'s campaign
high-lighted contradictions in the
Opposition — combine which, it
gaid, was opportunistic and lack-
ad any clear policy. The Nation-

al Front and its allies, on the
other hand, lambasted the ruling
party for its alleged involvement
in the Bofors scandal and for
its effort to tarnish Mr. V. P,
Singh's image invoking the S5t
Kitts affair. It also exploited
the Government's inept handling
of the sensitive Ayodhya issue.

This time, the issues sesm s
numerous as the parties con-
testing the elections.

The Janata Dal-led MNational
Front is banking on its promise
of resarvations for the back-
ward classes to bring home the
votes of the underprivileged,
who constitute a sizeable section
of the electorate.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
which supported the V. P. Singh

Government from outside. has
decided to go it alone. |t feels
the agitation to build a Ram

temple on the disputed site at
Avadhya has won it the support
of large sections among the
Hindus and believes that it will
be able to cut into the Con-
gress (I)'s vote-banks in a big

way. The Vishwa Hindu Paris-
had rally in Delhi early this
month, it hopes, has lent addi-
tional momentum fto its cam-
paign.

The Congress (l1})'s main plank
is a simple slogan — stability.
It feels that the people, fed up
with the inability of both the
Janata Dal Governments to stay
united for at least one term,
will vote it back to power.

However, poll experts are aof
the opinion that it is too early
for prediction. A clearer indi-
cation of the electorate’s mood
will emerge only about a fort-
night before the poll, they say.

Yat, politicians believe that
the urban wvoter is by and large
likely to vote for the Congress (|)
or the BIP while rural wvoter
will favour sither the Janata
Dal or the Congress (l), In
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assence, they fesl, the Con-
gress (1) and the BJP will cut
into one another's vote banks.

But such simple arithmetic
does not always hold good, if
past elections are any indication.
The first-past-the-post  system
has sometimes helped and soma-

times confounded all political
parties.
For instance, in 1984, the

Congress (1) bagged 415 seats
securing 48.12 per cant of the
total wvotes. In the next elsc-

tion, it won only 1894 seats
though it polled 39.33 per cent
of the wvotes. Mr. Kanshi Ram's
Bahujan Samaj Party polled 1.95
per cent of the votes and
secured thrae seats. But ths
Communist Party of India, which
gathered only 2.67 per cent of
the wvotes. won 11 seats,

In Tamil Madu, the All-India
Anna DMK won 11 seats with
1.5 per cent of the wvotes, but
the DMK's tally was nil though
it polled 2.25 per cent of the
volas.

There is also much discussion
about the impact the 120 re-
served constituencies could have
on the poll outcome. There is
no data on how different com-
munities have wvoted in past
elections but reports indicate
that the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes are now
not as much on the side of the
Congress (I} as earlier. The
party's share of winners {rom
reserved constituencies has stead-
ly come down over the vears
with the people turning to alter-
natives like the left or regional
parties.

The BJP
several reserved constituencies
in 1989, winning by narrow
margins over parties such as
the Jharkhad Mukthi Morcha and
the BJB. However, these parties
are said to be have consider-
ably consolidated their support
base in the last year and a half.

This could partly be because
the Scheduled Castes and Tribes,
most of whom continue to bae
below the poverty level, have
for years been targets of violence
during election time and there-
fore tend to prefer parties who

they see as their defenders.
Poll wviclence has been a
major worry of not only the
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too did well in’

political parties, but also the
Election Commission. In the 1988
Assembly polls in Tripura more
than 100 people were massacr-
ed by the Tribal National Volun-
teers. And during the 1989
elections, peaceful polling was
an excaption rather than the rule.

There were 20 deaths and a
repoll had to be aordered in as
many as 500 booths in Andhra
Pradesh. But the most shock-
ing instance of booth-capturing
and rigging was in  Amethi in
Uttar Pradesh from where Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi contested against
Mr. Rajmohan Gandhi

In. Harayana, Chief Minister
Om  Prakash Chautala was
blamed for unprecedented vio-
lence in the Mehana constituency,
where armed gangs moved from
booth to booth and stamped bal-
lot papers, while the police kept
observers and opponents away.

And Bihar, of course con-
tinved to have its customary
large share of election violence.
The Election Commission had to
order a repoll in about 1,000
boths in 132 constituencies.
The Bihar Government has now
requested the Centra to des-
patch 200 companies of
military personnel and 60,000
rifles to the State befare the
elections. State officials  say
that they will not be able to
handle law and order problems
on their own during the elecions.

Initial reports suggest that.the
number of “sensitive'’ booths in
Bihar could be as high as 40
per cent this time against 25
per cent during the last elec-
tion. Former
of Police Rajeshwar Lal belisves
that hoodlums in the State
possess about a million firearms.
In an electorate of 526 million,
that is one weapon for about
avery 52 wvolers,

The PatnaCaollectorate recsives
between 20 and 30 applications
avery day for arms licences.
But barely a fourth of the arms
in the State are licensed. The
police estimate that there are
about 600 gun factories in the

Sgate, all of them unlicensed.
Pistols sell for about Rs. 200
each, doubled barrelled guns

for Rs. 2,000 and crude bombs
f_ar_ Rs. 6 kilogram. And poli-
ticians in the State estimate that

para-

Inspector-Ganeral

each candidate must spend at
least Rs. 75,000 for hiring lum-
pen elements to do ths dirty
work for them.

A new phenomenon, politi-
cians say, has been the crea-

tion of caste senas or body
guards. Most of these groups
have their own arms-making

units. In addition there are about
100,000 “arms contractars” who

supply weapons and criminal
gangs for a price.
But guns alone do not win

elections. Money too matters.
Politicians say they have to
spend between Rs, 10 lakh and
Rs. 25 lakh in each parlia-
mentary constituency.

About a third of this is spant
on paying off local ganglords;
providing gifts to the voters —
saraes, dhotis, and towels being
perennial favourites — hiring vol-
unteers” to paint slogans and man
party offices, and printing pos-

ters, banners and leaflets. Even
though the statutory limit on
campaign expenses is Rs. 1.6

lakh per candidate, in practice,
everybody spends much more.

The Government too spends a
huge amount to conduct the
elections. According to  the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Mr. T. N. Seshan, the Government
spant Rs. 110 crore last time on
ballot papers and boxes, inde-
lible ink and transport for the
field staff etc. This does not
include the expenditure on secu-
rity and the law and order
machinery. This year, the Com-
mission reckons that the slact-
ions will cost the Government
about Rs. 130 crore. Contrast
this with the Rs. 1045 crore
spent on holding the first
general elections in 1952,

Deputy Prime Minister Dev
Lai estimates that the total cost
to the nation could be around
Rs. 12,000 crore this time, an
increase of Rs. 2,000 crore over
the figure cited for ths 1989
elections.

Apart from the wusual poll-
related violence, politicians fear
large-scale  communal  clashes
this time. The number of ob-
servars in  “sensitive’”  consti-
tuencies was 10 in 1984, This
increased ten-fold in 1989 and
is expected to be considerably
maore this time.



Cong(l) defines foreign policy aims

K. K. Katyal
66 sn't it significant — this re-
ference to . the nuclear
policy in the Conagress(l) mani-
festo?'’ commented a senior dip-
lomat a day after the party presi-
dent, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, released
the document. Three othar dip-
lomats, participants in the ani-
mated discussion on the coming
poll at a cocktail party, nodded
approval.

They had in mind a sentence
under the sub-head “atomic
energy”, which said. *"In case
Pakistan persists in the develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. India
will be constrained to review
her policy to meet the threat'.
One of them had already done
a bit of research — *“the Con-
gress(l) manifesto last time did
not go that far”.

Manifestos, it is clear, are
taken seriously by others even

when the reaction within the
country borders on  cynicizm.
The stand taken by different

parties, especially those percei-
ved as future rulers, is scanned
carefully and attempts are made
to find hidden meanings in va-
gue formulations. Special atten-
tion is paid to foreign policy.
This Is dealt with at length in
the Congress(l) manifesto while
other parties have been content
with scantry treatment of this
subject, important though it is
doubtlessly. But as in the past,
foreign affairs are unlikely to
be a major issue in the cam-
paign.
Opportunity and challenge
Some of the points made by
the Congress(l) are valid, others
smack of partisan polemical ap-
proach. Yes, this is a critical
juncture  in warld  history
and for the non-aligned move-
ment and the dramatic change
in the superpower relationship
is not merely a major oppor-
tunity, but also a major chal-
lenge. “It is for us to ensure
that the ending of the Cold
War does not mean domination
by any one power centre. Itis
for us to ensure that the emer=

gence of new economic powers
such as Germany and Japan
works for the betterment of the
people- and not only for the

enrichment of the rich"”. Mast
of this iz axiomatic but the rub
comaes  when the manifesto

touches specifics.

What type of self-image is
projected by the Congress{l) in
the field of foreign policy? Pro-
ceeding from the premise that
India lost its relevance in the
last 15 months it promises a
new assertiveness in global
affairs if it comes to power.
Translated in simple language,
it means an active role for
ir. Rajiv Gandhi — which he
relished during his tenure as
Prime Minister. After the change
of Government last year, Mr.
Gandhi found the situation con-
genial for personal initiatives.
His moves took wvaried forms.
He wrote ta the Prime Minister
Mr. Chandra Shekhar, on how
to handle the problems and
situations thrown up by the
Gulf imbroglio, He nudged the
Government into trying to acti-
vate the non-alignment move-
ment. He undertook a trip abroad
— to the Soviet Union and some
West Asian countries in  the
belief that his acquaintance with
world leaders could help to de-
fuse the crisis,

His aides — including former
foreinn office mandarins — had
grandiose ideas for projecting

the boss on the centre—stage of
global diplomacy. |f they had
had their way, he elong with
others like the former West Ger-
man Chancellor, Mr. Willy Brandit
would have shuttled from one
world capital to another as part
of an “Eminent Persons Group''.
Mr, Gandhi firmly believes that
the Gulf war could have been
gverted had he been at the helm
in India. He is certain he could
have convinced the lragi Presi-
dent, Mr, Saddam Hussein, in-
to giving up the suicidal course
to which he was being led as
part of well-planned conspi-
racies.

The manifesto does not reflect
the tiit against the U.S. evi-
dent from Mr. Gandhi's ulter-
ances on the Gulf and related
issues ar from his campaign
against the refuelling of U. 5.
military planes at the time of
the fighting in the Gulf. Its
various formulations are certainly
not in tune with what some
among the party rank and file,
in their over-enthusiasm, ascri-
bed to him. Didn't the placards
carried by some party members
at the time of Mr. Ganhi's de-
parture for the ‘' peace’; trip
sbroad proclaim — duniya mein
hain do hi nam — Rajiv Gandhi
aur Saddam (only two names
matter in the waorld — Rajiv
Gandhi and Saddam Hussein).

“We will enlarge”, says the
manifesto, “'the area of mutual
understanding and cooperation
with the U.S. and achieve a
futher improvement inrelatians”.
This may be a routine statement
but the fact remains that Indo-
U.S. ties acquired a new dimen-
sion in wvarious fields, inciuding
defence, during Mr. Ganpdhi's
years in office. He built upon
the foundations laid by his
mother.

A party. in office tends to
moderate the extremism adopted
by it while in the Opposition.
The Congress(l} may not be
an exception — assuming that it
is lucky at the hustings. This
much is evident from its agenda
for action in external affairs.

Extreme Caution
At times, the caution is carried

to the extreme limit. Take the
case of neighbourhood diplo-
macy. Our neighbours, Nepal,

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh (Pakistan
falls in a different category for
ane reason and Bhutan and the
iMaldives in another) are keen
to know the deal they will get
fram Mew Delhi in case the
Congress(l) returns to powaer.
Will it continue the line taken
by the National Front Govern-
ment which did not undergo a
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material change at the hands of
its successor or switch back to
its old approach? The manifesto
does not provide the answer —
it merely says. “The Congress
will pursue the objective of frien-
dly relations with our neighbours
and other Asian countries, based
on well-accepted principles, in-
cluding soversignty, territorial
integrity and non-intererence in
internal affairs.

MORE SPECIFIC ON
SRI LANKA

What it says of Sri Lanka
is slightly more specific —
reiteration of the commit-
ment to the India-Sri Lanka
Agreement of July 1987 as
the basis for the settlement
of outstanding issues rela-
ting to the Tamil population
of the island and to ‘‘con-
tinue its endeavour to find

solutions to problems in a
manner that will secure the
rights of the Sri Lankan
Tamils safeguard our npa-
ticnal security interests and
ensure territorial integrity
of Sri Lanka'".

Some of the statements on
the performance of the National
Front Government are open to
question. Witness this one:
"Owing to neglect by the Na-
tional Front Government and its
successor’’, the time-tested fri-
endship with the Sowviet Union
has stagnated in the last 15
manths. Only recently, Mr. Gan-
dhi met the Soviet President,
Mr. Mikhail Gobachev, and
would certainly have been brief-
ed on the problems, economic
and political faced by the latter,
What happened in the Soviet
Union lately is no secrst even
otherwise. Stagnation — if that
is the right word — is  the put-
coms of the momentous change

in the Soviet Union and not
of the lack of eflorts on In-
dia’s part. [f India’s econo-

mic and defence relations with
Moscow have been affected the
reasons are to be found in the
domestic problems of the Soviet
Union. Last year's wvisit to the
Sovist Union of Mr. V. P. Singh
was a success given the new
constraints in bilateral dealings.
At the political level the two
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sides have maintained contact
and shown appreciation of each
other's situation and compulsions.

Relations with China

The manifasto blames the Na-
tional Front Government leadar-
ship far failure to establish "'the
personal rapport with the Chinesa
leadership required to take faor-
ward the breakthrough achieved
by the Congress Government in
our relations with China.” True
the scheduled visit of Mr. | K.
Gural External Affairs Minister,
in the MNational Front set-up,
did not materialise owing to
political uncertainties, but other-
wise there was no slackening
in bilateral relations what with
the Chinese Foreign and the
Deputy Prime Minister visiting
India, the Joint Group on boun-
dary setting up a military me-
chasim to ensure against ten-
sion along the barder and Mr.
V. C. Shukla finally making to
Beijing during his  brief stint
with the Foreign Office as a
member of the Chandra She-
khar Government.

It is only towards the end
of the chapter that a note of
moderation is struck — on spe-
cific foreign policy issues, the
Congress will segk to evolve a
common approach soe that, to
the maximum extent possible,
India speaks in one voice”,

Less importance by NF

Surprisingly, the Mational
Front document dismisses farsign
policy in 33 lines — sharp caon-
trast to the detailed enunciation
last time. If it is a deliberate
downgrading of external affairs,
it will only confirm its critics
charge of neglect of this all
important field. The party men-
tions with soma pride its Gavern-
ment's success in  normalising
relations with the neighbours,

except Pakistan (while promi-
sing to take, if it comes to
power, two steps forward f

Pakistan takes one), its resolve
to “maintain its traditional fri-
endly relations with the Soviet
Union™ and to “imprave its
fruitful relations with the U. 5.,
the countries of the Common-
wealth, Europe and Japan”.

At the instance of the CPI
(M), the Front included a re-
forence to China in its revised
draft — “'the Mational Fraont
Government has succeeded in
improving Sino-Indian relations.
The Mational Front believes that
these two big neighbours must
pursue a course of friendship
and cooperation”. Then there
are promises to strengthen fri-
endship with South Asian and
Arab countries and lran. The
Janata Dal(S) has confined it-
self to a few inanities.

CPI{M)’'s word of caution

The CPI{M) too has been fru-
gal in its foreign policy refer-
ences. It reaffirms its priority
for better ties with neighbours
and China. But what stands
out are the words of caution
against the “*U. 5. blackmail”. The
following words vividly portray its
concern “in its drive for global

domination, U.S. imperialism,
has been constantly striving to
draw India into its orbit. Tao-
wards this end it has been

using wvarious methods such as
the pressure of our external
borrowings and economic diffi-
culties, aiding and abetting se-
cessionist movements and attem-
pting political subversion.

“The Chandra Shekhar Govern-
ment succumbed to such U, S.
pressures and allowed the re-
fualling of U.S5. military planes,

Experience shows that those
countries which have become
subservient to the U.5. have

virtually lost their independence
and citizens democratic rights.
India has been able to face
such pressures because its peo-
ple firmly stood for world peace
and anti-imperialist nonaligned
foreign policy,

“This foreign policy has to
be protected from succumbing
to U.5. blackmail. It should be
strengthenad in the new world
situation, when after the Gulf
War, the U.5. is attempting to
create its own new world order.
India as a major Third World
and nonaligned country must
take the lead to champion the
interests of the Third Warld in
the political economic and dip-
lomatic sphere.”



India — Crisis In The System

By James Clad

WASHINGTON
ndia, the planet’s second
most populous nation, has
sturmbled into the most serious

crisis in its 45 years since inde-
pendence from Britain, The slide
toward chaos has occurred largely
unnoticed by the West, preoccu-
pied by months of fastpaced
events in the Persian Gulf and
central Europe. Yet the upheaval
in India is every bit as pro-
found as the Soviet Union's
disintegration, and seems certain
to alter the future course of
events in the country in unset-
thing ways.

The gathering political and
gconomic crisis is composed of
a comparatively sudden, simul-
taneous avalanche of troubles:
caste unrest, religious rioting,
rising inflation, an economic
slump, incipient government
bankruptcy and tenacious re-
gional revolts. In the past, the
system dealt with successive
crises. Mow, the crisiz is the
system itself,

The subtitle of V. S. Maipaul's
recent book on India, “A Million
Mutinies Now,” could not be
more apt: The collapse an March
7 of India's third government
in 16 months simply caps a wave
of disarray. Another election
promises only further paralysis
in which no one party wins a
majority.

Yat elections and parliamen-
tary instability only hint at In-
dia's torn fabric, Topping the
list are rebellions, convulsing
the Punjab and Kashmir. During
recent visits to these states |
found evidence of abuses by
security forces too numerous to
doubt: in Kashmir, especially,
the degree of alienation between
the 4 million Kashmiris and the
several hundred security forces
positioned in the beautiful valley
is profound.

| detected no shred of com-
mon ground between the po-
pulace and what has become
an occupying force: Yet the
retention of Kashmir, India's
only Muslim majority state, re-

mains an article of faith fmal'
Indian parties and politicians:
Kashmir sustains India's now
vulnerable view of itself as a
secular, democratic  country,
something different from &and
better than Pakistan, the reli-
giously defined part of British
India that went its separate way
in 1947. Mothing unites Indians
more than the detasrmination to
“hold” Kashmir; nothing unites
Kashmiris more than a desire
to be rid of India, a tragic im-
passe that results mostly, but
not entirgly, from India’s mani-
pulation of Kashmir politics
during the last three decades.

When | interviewed former
Prime Minister V. P. Singh, he
compared himself to Abraham
Lincaln without a trace of self-
consciousness. He too would
defend his Unian.

In the Punjab, a different logic

vields the same grim result.
Espacially in the districts near
Amritsar, site of the Golden

Temple, an original demand for
a separate state for the majority
Sikhs has now become a fratri-
cidal rebellion in which Sikhs
belonging to a score Or more
groups butcher sach other.

Predominantly Sikh policemen
create new groups to fight the
older groups. As Kashmir, the
Punjab and another revolt in the
north-east state of Assam vividly
show, abuses by security forces
are not the prerogative of Arab
dictatorships alone. The Sikhs'
most likely electoral leader, a
former police commander named
5. 5. Mann, showed me his
toenail-less feet, @ result — he
said — of interrogation by former
comrades.

Former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi told me of these wor-
sening revelts, “India always

gets through its troubles.” His
remark reflects a type of dynastic
calm borne of the fact that
Gandhi's grandfather, Jawaharlal
Mehru, and mother, Indra Gandhi,
ran the Congress Party, and
the country, for decades. Much
of India’'s harvest of troubles
results from Rajlv Gandhi's era,

from 1984-89, which came after
his mother's assassination in
MWovember 1984,

The Congress Party long ago
lost its prestige as the winner
of Indian independence. lts last
internal party elections occurred
two decades ago. Indra Gandhi
transformed the Congress into
a party of chamchas, Hindi for
“yeg-man.” Her son continued
her habit of arbitrarily dismissing
elected officials. This had dismal

consequences in Kashmir and
the Punjab evident to all, but
the habit continues: Recently,

Mew Delhi dismissed state gov-
grnments of Assam and Tamil
Madu, resulting in direct rule.
The last faction to try its hand
at governing the country, until
tarch 7. was a tiny grouping
of just 54 of the 524 MPs in
India's rowdy parliament. Led
by political maverick Chandra
Shekhar, it gave up after only
four months, One reason She-
khar abandoned the effort was
bitter cantroversy owver his deci-

sion to allow U. 5. and allied
transport planes to stop and
refuel in India on their way to

the Persian Gulf.

Under pressure from Rajiv Gan-
dhi (who had quistly allowed
periodic U. S. Air force over-
flights during his term), She-
khar rescinded the permission
in February. Shekhar had little
choice: His premiership rested
entirely an Gandhi's whim, be
cause the defeated Congress
party still has the largast tally
of legislators.

The steady breakdown of natio-
nal cohesion is strikingly re-

flected in the political parties'
campaign plans in the next
glections. The bigger faction
of the splintered Janata Dal
party will contest the election
using blatant appeals to caste
identity. Shekhar’'s group will

promise socialism.

The Bharativa Janata Party,
or BJP, India’s Hindu revivalists,
want to revive “Hindu-ness,” a
glorious time before the Mus-
lim and Christian invaders, but
the prospect frightens the coun-
try's 110 million Muslims (after
Indonesia, India is the most
populous Muslim nation).

(Continued on Page 23)
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Introducing Disorder Worldwide

Varindra Tarzie Vittachi

eorge Bush likes to formu-

late his thoughts in the form
of catchlines which his speech-
writers and image-makers have
assured him would grab the
hearts and minds of Middle
America, in the same way that
Ronald Reagan's masterful inan-
ities did. During his election
campaign he kept talking about
“A  Thousand Points of Light"
to persuade people to believe
that voluntary groups, with the
light of charity in their hearts,
should take over the burden of
looking after the poor and old
and homeless, so that the
government’'s public assistance
programmes could be reduced,
if not eliminated. The phrase
didn't fly far. The President's
devotees have established a group
which call itself the *“"Points of
Light Foundation™ but there isn't
much energy or money thara,

Ever sinca the Soviets went
out of the Cold War business,

Bush has been trying out an-
other catch phrase: A New
World Order (WNWO). Ho hum.

Many leaders of nations have
announced wvarious sorts of Mew
Orders  on assuming office
President Suharto of [ndonssia
promised an Order Baru, a New
Ordar, when he took over from
President Sukarno in the mid-
sixties; President Marcos pro-
mised a MNew Society when he
declared Martial Law in  Philip-
pines; Rajiv Gandhi, flush from
his popular election victory in
1984, promised a Modern India,
frem of public corruption, free
from rampant poverty — all this
to be achieved through resort
to the miracles of modern tech-
nology and management. Fami-
liar stuff.

That sort of political nostrum
should not evoke our irascibility,
but our risibility. |t deserves
no more than a sceptical snicker,
just as the *“Thousand Points
of Light'" did. But Bush's New
Warld Order is something else.
It is of a very different order
of magnitude, its ramifications
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and implications are intricate
and, despite its sound of
benign concern for humanity as
a whole, it is ominous rather
than auspicious. Its scope is
global, not national, as Kennady's
MNew Frontier and Lynod John-
son’s Great Society were. It's
very allbness and the absence

of any explanation of what it
entails, hides many likely Im-
plications which could be

dangerous for the whole world.

What could it mean? Any
approach  to  answering  that
question must take into account
the basic fact that it refers to
a new American “order” as
parceived by George Bush, For
45 vyears the two Superpowers
carried on as  though the
warld was composed of them-
selves, and the rest of us.
Feople like Pandit Nehru who
promoted a Non-Aligned Move-
ment tried to point out that
they represented most of the
people of this world, and that
the two superpowers were get-
ting in the way of the rest of
the world, But power is deaf
in one ear and superpower s
deaf in both. So neither heard
this message, and wasted the
Earth's treasure in an arms race
which endangered the entire
planet, diverling to it the mate-
rial and human resources which
could have resolved many of
the dire problems that humanity
confronts,

Mow that the Cold War is
over, bar the barking of the
hyper-conservative columnists
who still want to see  Mikhail

Gorbachev as a dictator rather
than as a liberator, does the
Mew Order offered by George
Bush propose joint action by
the global community to invest
in a alobal programme of alle-
viating poverty and its wretched
fall-out of disease and illiteracy
rather than enaaging in military
spending in  increasingly ex-
pensive and deadly weaponry?

It is important to recognise
that the coexistence of two
suparpowers  restrained each
other from careening off into
global adventures which may
have endangered everyone. This
balance has now been upsst
and new power alignments are
being forged and a new world
map of friends and enemies is
being charted. With the warin
the Gulf ending in an American
victory, it will not be the end
of the old world order of guns
and international power politics,
but the beginning of a new
world disorder, in  which the
United States will continue to
have the whip hand, but with-
out the restraining influence of
an equally powerful opponent.

® & M

FIFTEEM vyears ago the nations
of the South proposed a MNew
World Order intended to bridge
the yawning gap between the
rich and the poor worlds by in-
stituting fairer international trad-
ing practices and increasing the
order of magnitude of inter-
national assistance for rapid
developmant of the South. A
few Western countries, notably
the Dutch and the Scandinavians,
supported this case strongly.
But then came the Lost Decade
of Reaganism and Thatcherism
which pooh-poohad the New
Economic Order and put in its
place new reactionary ideas such
as “structural adjustment’ which
simply meant that the govern-
ments of the poor world should
remova all measures such as
free education, free health ser-
vicas and other programmes for
most vulnerable people and throw
their sconomic process, unham-
pered by any “socialist” device,
into the rough and tumble of
the bazaar. The result of those
policies is that absolute poverty
has increased and the gap bet-
ween the rich and poor within
countries as well as across the
equator has widened immeasur-
ably.

{Continued on page I16)



AFTER THE WAR

“New World Order”

Sumanasiri Liyanage

hen we confront new situ-

ations, our first attempt
to understand them invelves the
deployment of old categories.
The new emerging structures
are usually looked at in terms
of old decaying structures, It
takes some time for us to grasp
that we have been living in a
transitional phase in which every
thing undergoes change and
transformation. And as Marx
reminded us that in a phase of
rapid transformation, ‘(a) 11 fixed,
fast-frozen relations, with their
faith of ancient and wvenerable
prejudices and opinions, are
swept away, all new formed
ones become antiquated before
they can ossify. All that is so-
lid melts into air, all that is
haly is profaned.’ The emer-
ging structures and  situations
invariably produce new ideas
and theoretical framework. How-
ever, wea all, atleast to a cer-
tain  extent, are conservative.
As Keynes once remarked, ‘the
difficulty lies, nat in new ideas,
but in escaping from the old
ones.’

There are certain similarties
between the Gulf conflict and
the other post world war 2
conflicts. Like the events in
Korean peninsula in  the early
1950s, the theatre of war was
confined to a wvery limited geo-
graphical terrain — lrag, Kuwait
and some parts of Saudi Arabia.
But the forces actually engaged
in direct fighting have come
from a large number of countries.
There are non-military partici-
pants in the conflict; Japan
and West Germany as financiers
of the war; The USSR and China
giving their consent for the at-
tack; countries like Sri Lanka
offering logistic support to the
allled forces. Thus, the analogy

Dr. Liyanage is a Senfor [Lecturer
at Peradeniya University. The article
is based on a paper presenled fo
the Ceyfon Studies Seminar.

with the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts are clearly marked.
However, the Gulf conflict dif-
fers from the earlier conflicts
because it does not assume a
clash between the USA and the
USSH. The significance of the
event has bean that the war
broke out in a gualitatively dif-
ferent international context. The
Gulf war can be considered as
a microcosm in  which all the
essential features of the pre-
sent international situation are
reflected and represented.

This note focuses on the
passible  developments  which
could take place in the after-
math of the Gulf war. In part1,
| shall examine the character
of the international system as
it has evolved after the end of
the cold war and to look at its
possible future scenarios. The
second part of the essay will
logk at the possible Middle
Eastern developments. | admit
that my conclusions would es-
sentially be tentative.

e

1. Post-War Developmants
The international situation
which emerged afiter the second
world war was charcterized by
the continous presence of cold
war tension between two super
powers, This tension was parti-
cularly high immediately after
the second world war and bet-
ween 1979 and 1985. Fred
Halliday has identified four broad
explanations of why tha two
super-powers have entered into
continous confrontations.

For one school, associated
with canventional ‘realist’ and
strategic thinking, East-West
rivalry is but another wversion
of traditional great power con-
flict, to be explained by
balance of power and other
considerations. |deology is
seen a5 anly an expression
of this strategic interaction,
and differences in  internal

composition of thess socie-
ties as an analytic irrelevance.
A second school, comman

amongst liberal writers, locates
the conflict at the level of
policy mistakes, missed op-

partunities and misperceptions
on both sides: in this view,
the conflict is avoidable —
better communication in the
period after 1945 ar in the
late 1970s could have avoi-
ded both Cold War 1 and
Cold War 2. A third school
argues that what appear fto
be international rivalries are
the product of factors within
these societies, i.e. of poli-
tical and economic factors
that push the states in ques-
tion to compete with each
other, many analyses of Cold
Was 2, in particular, stressed
tha extent to which political
factors within the USA and
USSR, and the control dyna-
mic of the arms race itself,
caused this more recent con-
frontation to mature. The ap-
pearance of interbloc or inter-
systemic conflict masked a
homology, with both sides
using and benefiting from the
contest within their own do-

main of domination. (New
Left Review, 180, p. 7.)
The fourth school to which

Halliday claims that he belongs
emphasizes tha intar-systemic
character of the conflict and
envisions the cold war as a
necessary outcome of ‘the rivalry
of two differant social, econo-
mie and political systems’. What-
ever the causes which gave rise
to cold war tension and its
constant presence throughout the
post-world War 2 period, most
commentators now agree that
the late 1980s marked the end
of the cald war between East
and West.

Tha international order chara-
cterized by bipolarity and the
constant conflict between two
super-powers, is over. So let
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me identify the recent trends
in the International field in order
to see what kind of international
order is emerging.

(1) The economic decline of
the US: By the 1970s. Japan
and West Germany had emer-
ged as Bconomic SUpEr powers
and challenged the US econo-
mic leadership. After the second
world war, the US, asthe sole
global economic power, accoun-
ted for 44% of world trade.
This proportion was reduced to
20% in the late 1970s and is
expectad to decline further in
the 1990s. American industry
has lostits competitive edge in
the 1970s and the American
balance of trade has recorded a
huge deficil as imports excee-
ded exports. The US has be-
come the highest indebted na-
tion in the world with accu-
mulated debt amounting to about
% 1000 million. Thus, the world
was becoming economically tri-

polar with power distributed
among the US, the EEC and
Japan.

(2) The changes in USSR

domestic and foreign poli-

cies: Gorberchevian perestroika
(restructuring) and glassnost
(openness) triggered revolutio-

nary changes not only in the
USSR but also in the Eastern
Eurape. The foreign policy for-
mulated by Sherevendze has
been a complete break from
the policies of the USSR in the
previous period and emphasized

the point that the USSR had
no intention of intenvening in
international affairs in support

of undemocratic regimes in its
own bloc or in the third world.
| believe that it is not accurate
to interpret these changes in
Soviet foreign policy as a with-
drawal (either permanant or
temporary} from world affairs.
| sse it as conscious policy
change.

(3) The process of demo-
cratization: Charles Jencks has
identified & ‘long term trend
towards democratization and its
acceleration’. -
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He notes;

According to surveys, the
number of democracies and
quasidemocracies  has  more

than doubled since 1346 —
from 47 to 108 of some 167
nations — and maore than fifth

of the waorld population —
USSR, Eastern Europe and
parts of Africa is trying to

become democratic. We  intu-
tively recognize that 1989 was
a good vyear for democracy
because change was so visi-
ble. (Charles Jencks, Maxism
Today, 1981, p. (18).

The process of democratization
in Eastern Europe has contri-
buted significantly for the peo-
ple in advancoed capitalist coun-
tries to re-think about incomple-
teness of the democratic struc-
tures in their own countries.

{(4) The wealkening of the
nation state: The post-world
war 2 period has marked the
proliferation of multinational an-
terprises,intergovernmeantal oraga-
nizations, economic blocs and
international MNGO0s. These orga-
nizations and institutions have
assumed some of the functions
initially performed by the nation
states. David Hald shows that
inter-governmental organizations
have grown from 123 in 1951
to 365 in 1984 and international
MG0Os have multiplied over the
same period from 832 to 4615,
These organizations ‘check, dam-
pen and tie down the nation in
a web of commitments” (Charles
Jancks, Marxism Today. 1991,
p. (17).

(59 The noew confidence in
the role of the UN: After
the Sovist withdrawal from
Afganistan, the role of UN in
solving conflicts through nego-
tiatlons have been stresed, The
near unanimity in the UN dsci-
sion making process has immen-
sely contributed to generata new
confidence in its ability in the
mediation of conflicts.

Mext: NWO and its Structure.

Introducing. . . .
(Cominued from poge 14)

Is that the sort of international
reality which the New Waorld Order
of Bush wants to addrass itself to?
He has shown absolutely no
indication that he is even re-
motely concernad with abject
poverty evaen within his country,
lgave alane the restof the world.
He would leave all such mis-
gricordia stuff to his points of
light. Does his Maw Order con-
cern itself with rejecting war as
a means of solving human
disputes? The disarmament pro-
cess initiated by Gorbachev gava
promisa of the new millennium
being able to beat swaords into
Ploughshares. Psopls hoped, for
a while, that the United Nations
would be allowed by the big
power to play its essential
peacekeeping role. Instead, what
has happenad is that the United
States has found ita convenient
instrument to legitimise its own
foreign policy as it did in Kores
43 years ago, so that American
generals can pursue American
policy under the United Nations
flag. A peacs-keeping organi-
sation going to war is an irony
bordering en the lunatic.

Bush's Mew World Order needs
a new enemy. Saddam has
already served the purpose of
arousing the latent jingoism in

the United States. |t was sasy
to present him as the new
bogeyman. But when the present

unpleasantness in the sands of
Arabia is over, who will turn
out to be the new ensmy? |
would not ba surprised if Bush
and his buddies are already
dusting off an old script and
rehearsing & new production in
which a united and larger Ger-
many and a powerfully resurrec-
ted Japan return to play the
role of villains.

It is all very frightening and
very disheartening to people
like me who had begun to
believe that a new world order
guided by values appropriate to
the new millennium to which
we are heading was already
waiting in the wings for new
players to enact its humane
message. Alas, Bush's New
World Order is not likely to be
what we hoped for.

( Conrtesy: Malnstream)



UNDERSTANDING J. R.

Piyal Gamage

f all public figures in this

or any other country J. R
is, in several ways, surely unigua
In this article | wish to exa-
mine one particular facet of his
unigueness, namealy, the near-in-
comprehensibility of his public
utterances. This was most re-
cently illustrated by his tele-
phone message to the press in
which he contradicted a rumour
that he was dead. Having said
that he was very much alive
he went on to add; *“‘Cowards
die many times before thair
death.”* MNow, if this quotation
from Julius Caesar can have any
relevance at all it can only
mean that J. R. was saying
that he was a coward — which s
unthinkable. On the other hand
it has no other possible m=zan-
ing in the context. It is not pos-
sible ta imagine that J. R. was
misquoted because he said the
gsame thing both to the Daily
Mews and to the Island.  Actual-
ly, the fesling that he has been
wrongly reported js the stan-
dard response of many when-
aver a statement of J, R's is
reported in the media. Take
the famous “Nirvana' interview.
Having said that he was deter-
mined to “achieve Nirvana in
this birth itself” (thereby imp-
lying that there are other births)

he goes on to say “l don't
believe in rebirth.” Again that
suspicion —is he being mis-

quoted? Buddhist exegetists de-
fine nirvana as the caessation of
rebirth when one’s karmic des-
tiny has worked itself out. |s
then J. R. saying that death
automatically results in the

achievement of nirvana? Do then |

all living beings achieve nirvana
after death? This cannot be
right but it seems to be what
he is saying. Later in the in-
terview J. R. says he has '‘gif-
ted the house in which he was
living to the government and
that he no longer owned an
inch of land.” Immediately af-
ter this he contradicts himself:
| dont have land because |
didn't earn for myself. This

house belonged to my wife and
she decided to give it to the
government.'” [t is all very con-
fusing. Was he misquoted?
The Lanka Guardian of July
1 1990 reports an interviaw with
J. R. in which he is asked to
justify his calling for India's
help to deal with the L.T.T. E.
J. R. cites ths casa of Britain
seeking U. 5. help to fight Hitler
and India (in 1962) seeking U. 5.
help to fight China. Then tha
guestion is asked: Thoss waore
foreign foes. The threat here
was intarnal, domastic. J. R.
replies: “This was an equally
daadly foe seeking to dastroy
the sam= ireedoms and imoose
a fascist dictatorship.” So far
so good. But then J. R. pro-
ceeds: "The elected govern-
ment must safeguard its posi-
tion, its powar. That is the essencs
of politics —to  acquire power
demacratically, to ratain it and
if lost. to regain it. It was
wisest to retain (sic) with the
help of the dsavil if necessary
rathar than to lose and then
sesk to regain it.” Here J. R.
is saying that he sought Indian
help (the devil?) to safeguard,
not the country, but “the elec-
ted government, its power.”” He
calls this the “essence of poli-
tics'. Suraly this is the wveriest
tomfoolery? Wheare in the world

has one heard of an electad
government inviting the inter-
vantion of foreign troops to

help it to remain in office? Was
he misreported?

Shortly befare the last presi-
dential election J. R. was re-
ported to have said that it was
necessary to ensure a U. N, P.
victory using “violent or non-vio-
lent means'. Since thousands
of people were present on the
nccasion and heard him it is
not possible to think he was
misquoted. But soon after, J. R.
was guest of honour at the
French Embassy celebrations of
the bicentenary of the French
Revolution and in his address
was reported to have depraca-
ted the use of violenca in the
French Revolution and to have

claimed he was totally opposed
to violence in any form. Was
ha misreported?

Sometima prior to that, J. A.
wrote a letter to the Sunday
Times in which he stated that
it was not possible for a head
of state to practisa Ahimsa.
Within weeks of this communi-
cation, J. R. addressed ths
Commonwealth heads of State
in London and was reported to
have exhorted them to practiss
Ahimsa in the exercise of their
duties. Was he misreported?

Tha Daily Mews of 4 March
1982 carried a guotation from
J. R: “About B to 10 vyears
ago the U. N. P. was faced
with the conseguences of tha
nationalisation policias of a sel
of people who thought that
socialism was good”. Whila this
comment was no doubt in aec-
cord with the economic policies
J. B. followed, one remembers
that it was J. R. who named this
country *‘The Democratic Socia-
{ist Republic of Sri Lanka™. Again
that suspicion of misguotation.

Let us now look at J. R's
famous statement justifying his
decision to extend the life of
parliament by six years: “I had
Information on 21 October 1982
{i.e. the day after the presi-
dential slection) that the group
of the S.L.F.P. which led the
presidential election campaign
and were in a majority in the
executive committee had deci-
ded to assassinate me and a
few other ministars, Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike, the chisfs of the
armed services and others, and
to imprison Mrs, Bandaranaike,
In other words, on the strength
af thair wvictory (my italics),
establish a military governmant,
tearing up constitutional proce-
dures, as they announced at
their election mestings.” That,
says J. R. was what the bad-
dies had planned to do had
they won tha presidential slec-
tion, which they had not. J.R.
then goes on to say: “I had
to decide whethar to allow this
to happen (Query: Allow what
to happen?) or to ask the
people whether, in addition to
my being allowad to govern the
country with a dsmaocratic par-
liament ensuring peace and pro-

(Continued on page 18)
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IS RESEARCH A RACKET?

Some Arguments Concerning the Payment of High Wages to

Arguments for

1. It is impossible to get high
guality researchers unless
you pay well.

2. International organizations
pay minimum of USS 1000
(Rs 40,000) for a -20-30
page paperand above Rs 1000
perday plus food and drink for
field research. 5o wae just
have to keep abreast of the
Joneses of research,

3. Foreign researchers are paid
very high wages. Why should
local researchers settle for
less?

4, Research is difficult and
much midnight oil has to be
burnt.

5. Research is expensive: you
need paper, some books,
photocopies, and electronic
typewriter and a word pro-
cessor is now an absolute
necessity.

Arguments against

1. A wage for researchers —
especially researchers in the

Third World social sciences
ar researchers in the area of
people-oriented  subjects —
far above national income per

capita averages is unjusti-
fiable,
2. |f researchers work to eli-

minate poverty, the gap bat-
ween their wages and the
wages of the people they
work for isto be kept as small
as reasonably possible. Credi-
bility is at stake. Credibility
is at stake when the resear-
cher sets out each morning
by taxi from a S-star hotel
in the City for research in
a8 poor village or an estate
line or an urban slum.

3. High wages far researchers
is a part of a racket run
by prestigious organizations
of western capitalist society,
The racket must be exposad
and resisted. Resesarch has
become & high wage in-
dustry for the elite,

4. Payment to fareign resear-
chers and their local henche

Researchers, Local & Foreign

persons must be exposed;
they must be shown up to
be the mercenaries of re-
search and their radicalism
must be ridiculed.

8. Doesa researcher work har-
der then a honest bank clerk
or a municipal minor emp-
loyes?

6. Thers is no objective justi-
fication for wage differen-
tials between mental and
manual work.

7. Transnational research organi-
zations pay local researchers
well (though much less than
they pay foreigners) in order
ultimately to buy, tame and
de-radicalize local resear-
chers, despite the radical
jargon sometimes used in
research. The presence of
local researchers also helps
them to answar the chargs
of academie colonialism.

Paul Caspersz

Understanding ., , .
{ Continued from page 17)

gress or to permit a set of
political hooligans to enter par-
liement in large numbers and
while wrecking democratic proce-
dures to strengthen themsalves
to form their Maxalite govern-
ment at the next general elec-
tion." Syntactically that's all
wrong. It is not even a propar
sentence. Nor proper logic. J. R.
is saying he wished to extend
the life of parliament to prevent
the Naxalites from doing what
they had already been effecti-
vely prevented from doing by
J. R. winning the election] Was
he misguoted?

Let us go back in time. In
June 1881 the Daily News re-
ported a speech J. R. made at
the headquarters of the Sucharita
Movement: “If any action (pre-
sumably he means any impro-
per action) of my ministers or
a member of the government's
parliamentary party is bropght
to my attention, | will inguire
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first before | accept the allega-
tion. Any denial or explanation
I will accept forthwith.” Was
he misreported? J. R. went on
to say that this was in accor-

dance with the principle of
British justice that "one is pre-
sumed innocent until found
guilty',

With this kind of appreach

the law's delays can be eradi-
cated overnight. All accused
persons in the magistrates’ courts
and the high courts who plead
not guilty to the charges made
against them will be acquittad
forthwith  without trial on the
principle that they are presumed
innocent! Was J. R. misquoted?
We now come to the famous
speech J. R. made when par-
liament fined two editors of the
Ceylon Observer in  connection
with an incorrect caption to a
photograph which appeared in
that paper. He said, inter alia:
“We do not know what ecrime
the two suspects have cammit-
ted because we did not go in-
to the details of it and merits

of the defence... The reasons
why we have decided to im-
pose a fine are that, firstly, we
want to give a donation to the
Deaf and Blind School: second-
Iy, we want to show that this
bill is now law with teeth in
it and, in future, anybody who
comes before this house may
not escape with a fine: thirdly,
the Associated Mewspapers of
Ceylon, of which | am a share-
holder, is not an indigent orga-
nisation. It has enough money
to pay the fines of these two

aditors.””’

J. R, was prime minister of
Sri Lanka when he spoke those

words. Was he misquoted?
Mo, it is all there in Hansard.

Well, there you have him —
J. R. the Incomprehensible:

As  Aldous Huxley put it in
The Second Philosopher’s Song:
Wo bow the head and do not
understand,



PEACE — A GENERAL APPEAL

he crisis in Sri Lanka which

now faces the Tamils, and
ultimately all the people of this
country with an uncertain fu-
ture is one that appears to defy
definition. The Tamils have lar-
gely lost their spiritual and in-
tellectual bearings and their
physical existence hangs in the
balance. The manner in which
the Muslims are being uproo-
ted, rebbed and driven out en
masse from the Marth, and the
attitudes towards’ them that
are being promoted, puts the
dominant Tamil ideology in a
very disreputable company. In
losing any sensitivity to what
it means to be a minority, they
have forgotten their own his-
tory. The muslims who were
making steady gains as a com-
munity have suffered setbacks
as the result of the brutal in-
talerance of the Tigers and the
manoeuvrings of the govern-
ment. They are now being in-
ducted into a culture of violence
while sober and reflective Mus-
lim woices are being pushed
aside. Apart from the Sinhalese
peasants being killed in border
areas, the devastating potential
for the Sinhalese contained in
the general degeneration of the
political culture is seen in the
cantinuing phenomenon of bur-
ning carpses in the South,

It is evident that those who

wish for peace on this island
ara at a loss to identify the
problem, leave alone find a
solution. A recent press re-

lease by the Canadian Foreign
Secretary Jaa Clark illustrates
the paoint. In a ‘balanced’ state-
ment expressing concern over
human rights violations in this
country, Mr Ciark called oan
both sides to go for negotia-
tions as the most appropriate
means of resolving the dispute
and ensuring the safety of civi-
lians in the MNorth and East.
Similar sentiments had been re-
flacted in a recent statament
by the British Prima Minister
and in a call made by the
Indian High Commissionar.

On the other hand when spea-
king privately, there is general
agreement that everyone fesls a
sense of loss. Most peaple feel

instinctively that a negotiated
settlement is & wvery remate
prospect, Since the outbreak of

war, the natural, if unspoken,
thrust of the government's mili-
tary and administrative machi-
nery has been to speed upthe
obiliteration of historic Tamil
associations and presence In
the Eastern province. |ts callous-
ness has brought death to over

GO00 Tamil civilians —not  in
combat but in massacres and
bombings.

We commencea the seria-
lisation of the report by
the University Teachers
| for Human Rights. (Jaffna)
|

The Tigers on the other hand,
by their brutal massacres of
hundreds of policemen taken pri-
soner, and of 700 or so Muslim
civilians helped the process of
dehumanisation by destroying
the possibillty of human com-
munication and understanding.

Events over tha last four months
have left us with two main
obstacles to a negotiated settle-
ment. One is the government's
attempt to deny Tamil claims in
the East by bringing about a
fait accompli through decima-
tion and displacement of the
Tamil poulation. Although in-
fluential sections of the govern-
ment and the press have sup-
ported such moves, the result
will never be acceptable to Tamil
opinion or help to build con-
fidence among them,

The other is the character of
the LTTE, the natural articula-
lation of which not just helped
to precipitate the war, but cal-
culatedly left the Tamils at the
mercy of enraged Sri Lankan
forces whose nature was well
known, without the will or the
capacity lo protect them. More

importantly negotiations  would
mean talk of constitutional ar-
rangements, elections, settled
conditions and some airing of
dissenting opinion. Such would
mean questioning the legacy of
the Tigers — a legacy marked
by the tragic demise of hun-
dreds and thousands of young
with a feeling and dedication
towards the well being of Tamils,
TWA conscripts, ordinary civi-
lians and intellectuals, Any hint
of openness would make the
Tigers immediately nervous, and
not without reason. Between
the months of January and June
this year, there was a precipi-
tous decline in the purely emo-

tional feeling that is called
support for the Tigers. Like in
October 1287, this considera-

tion must have weighed heavily
in the outbreak of hostilities.

We have to examine the
peculiar  phenomenon referred
to and how the governmentl's
attitudes have its strength, dura-
bility -and according to LTTE
sympathisers who leave the con-
cerns of the people out of their
emotions, a necassity. It is
important to understand this
phenomenen because in see-
king a solution we have to go
beyond feelings that ssem
very reasonable at a subjec-
tive human level, beyond eth-
nic considerations and see
the process as a national ma-
laise threatening all of us —
not just in this country, but
the fall out from the success
of this phenomenon wil in-
fluence movements In the
Indian sub-continent as well.

We spoke of feelings that
appear reasonable at a subjec-
tive human level, because in
the present state of political
culture, many ordinary Sinha-
lese, soldiers and officers feel
that the government was vary
reasonable with the LTTE and
that gestures of trust and rest-
raint were rudely and obscenity
spurned. The government had
provided the Tigers during the
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14 months of the LTTE-Prema-
dasa honeymoon, with military.
material and diplomatic help to
replace the Indian army and its
allies as the dominant power
in the Morth-East. The Sri Lan-
kan army had also observed un-
accustomed restraint during se-
veral provocations by the Tigers
in the months leading up to
June. The other side was not
talked about. It is hard to main-
tain that in helping the Tigers
the government was helping the
Tamils. During the honeymoon
the governmet had actually con-
nived with the Tigers, directly
and indirectly, in the killing of
hundreds of Tamils including
TNA conscripts, individuals and
refugees with dissident associa-
tions. Further, the Morth-East
was brought under regime with
an apparatus of repression that
was unprecedented. Mot know-
ing this side, but only the
government’'s much publicised
generosity to the Tigers which
it identified with the Tamils,
anger zgainst Tamils came natu-
rally with the massacre of
policemen. To those who saw
things this way, the punish-
ment of Tamils through bomb-
ing and atrocities seemed justi-
fied.

We spoke of this phenome-
non as a common malalse be-
cause of its self reinforcing
character and its ability to look
larger than life in the general
drift of subcontinental politics.
Whether, it is the grisvances of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka or of
the Sikhs, Kashmiris's or Assa-
mese in India, governments have
lacked the capacity to take a
principled and rational outlook,
and instead tend to react with
repression combined with a lack
of clarity. The ensuing process
of alienation gives credibility
and strength to extremist vio-
lence and totalitarian forms of
organisation,

In Sri Lanka the results ob-
tasined by the LTTE and JVP
have convinced many people
exasperated with the govern-
ment, to believe that only their
methods woark. Tamil [leaders
and parliamentarians had talked
about discrimination and federa-
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lism and had protested peace-
fully for decades only to earn
contempt, ridicule and arganised
violence. Peasant organisations
and trade unions in the South
who protested against ths im-
poverishment and the decline
in the quality of life resulting
from economic policies of the
government heavily linked to
the dictates of Western capital
and giving multinationnals direct
control  over large tracts of
agricultural land, met with the
viclence of goon squades and

large scale dismissals. The gov-
ernment  appeared  immovable.
This was in 1980. Less than

a decade later, the government
desperately invited the JVP for
negotiations after it demonstra-
ted its capacity to kill, paralyse
the nation and strike terror in
the wvery corridors of power
The LTTE after it responded to
a similar invitation was fated in
the manner of visiting royalty,
in sharp contrast to the abject
fate meted out by the govern-
ment to its Sinhalese and Tamil
detractors of a milder sort. The
government’s capitulation to what
it had earlier termed criminal
groups was even hailed as fine
statemanship by tirad intellec-
tuals, only too ready to gloss
over the lack of it in the past.
The end result was to pour
scorn over the values of mode-
ration, reason and decency,
which were now consigned to
homilies over state television.

The High Cost of Anarchy

In habitually abandoning inte-
rests of the people for transient

tactical political advantage, a
heavy price has been paid in
terms of the dignity of the

nation and consequently of the
people.

The country is paying heavily
for what lies beind those senti-
ments coming with less sublety
from senior ministers and not
repudiated by the President or
other cabinet colleagues. The
Amnesty [nternational has been
called a terrorist organisation
and there is little sensitivity to
the process of the law which
determines the character of the
state,

The Independent Surrender
Commission was set up by the
President to facilitate the sur-
render of those having real ar
suspected JVP links without the
fear of meeting the scandalous
fate of many other youths.
This  worked well for a time
and the commission’s work was
wound up by the President in
August. It has subsequently
become well known that a
significant number of those vho
had surrendered has been killed
after they were released — some-

thing that may not have hap-
pened to them if the commis-
sion had not existed at  all.

Answering questions in patlia-
ment, the Minister of Defence
has maintained that these per-

sons were killed not by the
forces, but by villagers angry
with the JWP.

In early Mavembar ‘the Island”
reported the appearance of about

30 headless bodies in  Thiruk-
kavil and Akkaraipattu — wall
known fact in that locality. A

Defence Ministry statement publi-
shed In the Sunday Observer
of 4th Movember described the
claim as mischievous, following
an ‘inquiry’. Leading citizens of
the area were quoted having
denied the appearance of the
bodies. The plight of these citizens
who try to keep life going in
an isolated area full of refugses,
in an atmosphere of terror, is
not hard to imagine.

These are two among a host
of instances showing that the
workings of civil society have
ceased to oxist in a large cate-
gory of instances. A generation
is growing up without knowing
that there used to be such things
such as post mortems, magist-
rate’s inquires and accountability
before the law.

In this raspect the government
has utterly degraded itself, As
a liberation group the Tigers
have not shown themselves in
any way superior to the govern-
ment. The Tigers to have the last
ward by simply denying every thing
They deny the killings of Mus-
lims and the regular disappear-
ances and ill-treatment of so



called traitors that mark their
rule. Humanity in this coun-
try has been devalued and
what increased the sense of
loss is the state’s incapa-
city to assume responsible
role.

But the state is itself a pro-
moter of our wvalus system, and
all secullar and religious institu-
tions must share the responsi-
bility for this hopeless state of
affairs. The parliamentary oppo-
sition too shows no signs of
trying to understand thes serio-
usness of the whole issue.
The cause of human rights in
this country has been made wea-
ker by the Oppaosition using it
s means to embariass the
government rather than address
the issus in depth, Even from
soma of the more intelligent
and articulate QOpposition MP's
their contribution to the debate
an the Tamil crisis stops mainly
at opposing the MNorth-East mer-
ger. The main issue of trying
to restore a sense of confi-
dence to the Tamil minority
who have suffered from
years of state violence is har-
diy addressed. The govern-
ment, whatever its matives, can
give legitimaie reasons for sesk-
ing a solution outside parlia-
ment, effectively devaluing the
latter as the institution presiding
over the nation's destiny. It is
high time that in the interests
of democracy the Opposition
showed a greater sense of res-
ponsibility.

The thinking of the Sinhalese
intelligentsia as reflected in the
media has shown a general sense
of complacency in the face of
a vary dangerous situation fac-
ing the country. Many are advo-
cating going back to square oneg
as if the Indian intervention did
not happen. The growing disen-
chantment in the South itself
is lost sight of. Economic con-
ditions continue to warsen. Itis a
sarious reflection on the state of the
Sinhalese people if thousands of
youth join the army, not through
patriotism but through hopeless-
ness and fatalism. What sort
of a country is it where youth
have to think along, tha lines
that it is better to join the army

and be pensionad off wilh loss
life or limb, than to be physi-
cally wholesome and unemplo-
yed?

What if after all this repression
and frustration, there is a mass
swing of Tamil opinion towards
a lobby calling for an annexa-
tion of the MNorth-East to the
Indian federation? Tao be ignorant
or complacent of the many dan-
garous directions which the situ-
tion could drift is a mark of
decadance.

The destructive course of Tamil
politics cannot be defeated mili-
tarily. A changs can come about
only by creating spaca for a new
independent Tamil politics that
has digested the lessons of the
past, to emarge. Though tem-
pararily eclipsed in the Marth.
pluralism in the Soulh is not
entirely dead. The government
may yet find in its interests to
adopt tactically a radically new
approach to the Tamil problem,
because of repeated tragedies as
well as the shesr dictates of
its survival, and o sustain its
present economic policies.

This is best done not by dis-
cussing issues such as Federa-
lism and the North — East merger
at the out set, but by taking
responsibility for restoring confi-
dence amongst Tamils. This also
means taking responsibility for
all the young Tamils, boys and
girls, who are faced with a stark
choice between a weall founded
fear of the Sri Lankan army
and the Tigers who will usa them
as tools in their power game.
An impartial inquiry into all civi-
lian deaths during this war,
particularly into the role of the
state forces, is an  absolutely
necessary part  of such confi-
dence building. Without such,
accompanied by preventive mea-
sures, the dominant Tamil poli-
tics  will reinforce its  claims,
steadily destroying the commu-
nity. The state will go on kill-
ing with no tangible restraing
confused about its objectives
and denying the ualy things that
evervone else knows about, until
the nation itself drowns in blood.

Responsibility also means try-
ving to understand why the
Tamils were alienated, why they
were mortally afraid of state

aided Sinhalese colonisation and
how the state machinery silen-
tly and decisively worked to thair
detriment. It is no good dod-
ging the issue by saying that
the law operates equally, when
in fact the power to act and
to decide is in the hands of
Sinhalese stesped in chauvinist
gsentiment. The Tamil militant
phenomenon was itself a chau-
vinistic reaction to this power-
lessnass. Without trying to under-
stand and do away with the
cause, there is no solution.
01. The Role of International
Organizations & Expartriates

Some Practical lssues
1.1 Rationale for an
International Initiative

In recent times some doubts
as well as vital guestions have
been raised about the practical
viability of human rights. When,
within the last two years, per-
sons with strong liberal convic-

tions fell within the attlentions
of the JVE's terror, they were
pushed into thinking that

the state's counter terror was at
laast a transient necessity. The
LTTE's arratic behaviour came
at a time when the state’s for-
ces has tasted blood and the
liberal establishment was tired
and wrapped in doubt. On top
of this, human rights organisa-

tion have been castigated as
villains and even terrorists by
official circles, in a show of
bravado.

Those of us believing in hum-
an rights hold, on the basis of
historical experience, that its
values are fundamental and can-
not be overridden by tactical
considerations without destroy-
ing everything we hold dear.
When South Asian governments,
far instance cast rhetorical
aspersions on human rights orga-
nisations, is it simply satisfac-
tory to dismiss this as a reac-
tion of someonz culpable? To
be effective, we need to go
daeper into this phenomsnon and
understand the state of mind of
those wvoicing such unjust senti-
ments. We also need to under-
stand the socio-historic context
in  which all rationality is
thrown to the winds and state
powers indulge in frenzied
callousness.

{Continved on Fage 23)
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IRRIGATION

Developing the N. W. P.

H.P. T. Samarasekera, D. T, Wecrasekera and S. N. de S. Seneviratne

Ap adequate supply of water
Is essential for successful

crop production.  The dry zone,
where our ancient civilization
flourished, received rain  for
only about  three months

of the year — from the north-
east monsoon. Nevertheless, in
those older times, this dry zone
was gradually coversd with an
elaborate system of tanks and can-
als to conserve water, plentifully
received during the brief rains,
meking it awvailable throughout
the year for continued aaricul-
tural activity, and the day zone
became the home of the rich
and cultured civilization of an-
cient Sri Lanka.

Many of the ancient tanks fell

into ruin. Some have now been
renovated, yet many of these
are no longer able to irrigate

the extensive areas they once
did. Their full restoration can
make an important contribution
to increased agricultural pro-
duction and economic desvelop-
ment. The Nalanda Oya reser-
voir is ane such, which can be
restored to provide much needed

water far the MNorth Westamn
Frovince.
Malanda Oya is situated tg

the north-west of Matale. Soma
half a dozen streams flow into
it— Ambokka Ganga, Akuramboda
Oya, Alakola Qya, Demada Ovya,
Polwatta Ove and Devilla Oya.
Of these, the Ambokka Ganga
originating from the 4300 foot
Ambokka mountain, 10 miles
north—west of Matale town and
capturing rain in all seasons, js
the principal tributary.

Malanda Oya was recognised
as a stream of great potential
over 1600 years ago and it was
impounded by King Dhatu Sena
in 450 A.D. At that time, the
ancient irrigation engineers con-
ceived an ingenious multipurpose
trans-basin  diversion project.
The MNalanda Oya was dammed
at the narrowest point in the
rock gorge above Demadaoya
village, the original dam being
460 feet in length, 125 feetin
height, and impounding 91,000
acre-feet of water. Thesa waters
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were then diverted both north-
wards to feed the Kala Wewa
complex, the Anuradhapura city
tanks and the Aruvi Aru and
weastwards through a sluice at
Millewana village to supply ta-
day’'s Morth Western Province
by diversion inio the Deduru
Oya and Mee Oya basins ext-
ending as far as Tabbowa Wewa
in the Puttalam District whera
today some of the finest soils
in the country are not cultivated
for lack of adequate water.
This  magnificient  irrigation
works fell into decline and decay.
The Malanda Oya reservoir was
restored in 1952 but regrettably
not to its original dimensions.
With a depth of 70 feet the
restared reservoir held back only
12,400 acre feet of water, 2
mere cne-seventh of the capacity
of the ancient reservoir. Much
of the flow goes over ‘the spill-
way and is lost far irrigation

purposes. The reduced capacity
does not permit diversion of
water into the North Western

Province at all.

Data relating to the reservoir
may be summarised as follows:
Catchment area
at dam site
Annual water

— 30,720 acres

yvield at dam — 59,336 =acre
feat

Mean flow rate

at dam — 81} cubic fe-
et per second

Length of

ariginal dam  — 460 feat

Height of

orginal dam — 125 feet

Full supply

level of original

dam — 1263 feet

Capacity of

original reservoir — 91,000
acre feet

Length of

present dam — 402 feet

Height of

presant dam — 102 faat

Full supply

level of present

dam — 1220 feet

Capacity of

present reservoir — 12,400

acre feet

The restored dam sprung a
leak and all efforts w0 seal it
have failed. Less than half the
reservoir can now be filled and
possibie diversions cannot be
effected.

Considering the present state
of the dam, the great potential
of the Nalanda Oya now largely
lost, and the dire need for ir-
rigation water for the Marth
Western Province, an effort to
harness the full potential of the
Malanda Oya deserves high pri-

ority. A large part of the
Morth Waestern Province, inclu-
ding the Puttalam District and

a major portion of the Chilaw
and Krunegala Districts which
lie in the dry zone, does not
receive rain from the south-west
monsoon. Hence water storage
is essentiel to tide owver the
long period of drought, Yet,
this Province has the largest
number of tanks and channels
for water distribution while the
Kurunegala District has  the
largest acreage of paddy in the
island. Soils of the Narth Wast-
ern Province are in general of
very good quality. |15 one great
deficiency is the inadequacy of
water, especially when the mon-
soons fail. The kings of old
made good this deficiency over

1500 years ago by diverting
some of the waters from the
Malanda Ova into this region.

Most of the Malanda Oya flow
was impounded in a reservoir
and then conveved northwards
into the Kala Wewa complex
and the Anuradhapura city tanks
whilz the balance was trans-
ferred across the wataershed at
Millawana village into the Deduru
Ova catchment of the Morth
Western Province from where a
further diversion took water into

the Mee Oya basin and the
Puttalam area. Unfortunately,
the diversion into the Narth

Western Province ceased as this
irrigation  works fell into da-
eay. The restoration in the
garly 1950s regrettably did not
raise -the dam to its former full
supply level of 1263 feet but
fell 43 feet short of it and



theraby denied the North West-
ern Province of waters from the
Malanda Oya because the level
of the restored reservoir did
not reach up to the Millawana
sluice for diversion. With the
completion of the Mahawsli
Diversion FProject and its water
supplying the Kala Wewa comp-
lex and Anuradhapura which
were formerly supplied from the
Malanda Oya resarvoir, practi-
cally all the water from this
reservoir can now be utilised
far diversion into the North
Waestern Province.

Two options may be explored

in diverting waters from the
MNalanda Oya into ths North
Western Province, either the

construction of a new dam or
by resorting to hydraulic rams,
an old technology of great refe-
vance to Sri Lanka at the pre-
sant time.

In the first alternative, the
existing defective dam could be
replaced by a new double-
curvature concrete arched struc-
ture, 552 feet in length and
125 faet in height. Such a dam
will make available 764 cusecs
for  diversion into the MNorth
Western Province, allowing &
cusecs for diversion into the
Dewahuwa reservoir which also
is in dire need of suppleman-
tary irrigation water. Apart from
water for irrigation  purposes,
hydro-power can also be genera-
ted. The 450 foot drop from
the Malanda Oya reservoir into
the Marth Westarn Province could
be offscted either by a channel
or by a siphon system at Mille-
wana village. An installation
for power generation could gene-
rate about 1% megawatts of firm
power. The watar conserved in
the reservoir could irrigate about
7500 acres in the Deduru Oya
and Mee Oya basins. It is
though that a double- curvatura
arched dam will secure a saving
of about 15% of construction
materials while a further saving
of about 5% can be effected
by salvaging stesl and rubble
from the old dam which is to
be demolished. An enlarged
rasarvoir as proposed to  fully
utilise the potential &f the Na-
landa Owya will submerge 23
villages and the main road and

compensataory maasures will have
ta be worked out with respsct
to these aspeacls.

The second option, employing
hydraulic rams, commends itself
as a low cost technology ideally
suited for a Third World country
like Sri Lanka. The hydraulic
ram is a device by means of
which the snergy of a quantity
of water with a small head is
used to elevale a proportionate
guantity to a higher level. The
water impounded in the small
Malanda Ova reservoir restored
in 1952 could serve as the
supply for a series of hydraulic
rams which could elevate water
to the full supply level of the
original dam, 1263 feet, 43 feet
higher than that of the existing
dam. The required head is availa-
ble, so is a continuous flow of
water essential for successful
operation. A 3i-mile  long
pipeline of adequats capacity
will be needed for westward
conveyance of water from the
Malanda Oya resarvoir intoc the
Deduru Oya catchment in  the
Morth Western Province. Once
water in the pipeline overtops
the ridge and reaches the 1125
foot elevation along the Morth
Waestern Province slope, gravity
flow will take over and no
pumping will be required. Hydrau-
lic rams, though lsss efficient
than normal pumps, consume no
power at all, being self-actuating.
faintenance costs are extremsly
low, replacement of parts being
virtually limited to some washers
annually, Suitable hydraulic rams
could be designed and turned
out by local engineering  firms
which would conserve foreign
exchange. Once the capital costs
of the scheme are covered,
maintenance costs will be neagli-
gible.  Hydraulic rams wers
used in the island earlier in the
century but with theintroduction
of diesal engines, with rela-
tively low operational costs in
former times, they fell from
favour. Howsaver, thare are some
hydraulic rams in use taday,
including one at Bibile in quite
trauble-free operation after 20
years!

The overall benefits from the
diversion scheme, both in terms
of irrigation water and hydro-

power generation are attractive.

It is suggestsd that the feasi-
bility of the project and its
cost be worked out by com-

petent parsonnal and dacisions
made taking into account long
term benefits and the advantages
of increasing self-reliance and
the prospects of gainful occu-
pational opportunities, not always
readily gquantified.

& word of caution is in order,
The decision making process
regarding the proposal to divert
waters from the Malanda Oya
to the Naorth \Western Province
and the options discussed will
be influenced by political con-
siderations and technical advics
on the feasibility of the venturs,
And here, a plea must be made

for an objective assessment
of the facts, an honest evalua-
tion of the feasibility of the

options by competent technical
parsonnel, and a public debate
on the dacisions arrived at so
that what is ewventually embar-
ked upon will have been guidad
by all available partinent opi-
nian concerned with the issues
involved. Many crimes have
been committed in Sri Lanka in
the name of development,
opportunities missed and grave
errors made because ‘other views'
were not given adeguate con-
gideration — in the launching of
the Gal Oya Project, in the imple-
mentation of the Mahaweli Diver-
sion Schema, in the abortion of
the national capability to producs
nitrogenous fertilizer using local
raw materials and in the devasta-
tion of potato cultivation by the
distribution of seed potatoss in-
fected with potato-cyst namatode
against the considered advice of
specialist officers, to mention just
a few examples. It requires only
one or afew ‘powerfull’ indivi-
duals, be they politicians, policy,
makers, bureaucrats, technocrats,
enginears or others motivated by
various unworthy considerations to
obstruct, mislead and even sabot-
age the most advisabla course,
in this instance, to the detri-
ment of the MNorth Weastern Pro-
vince who could greatly benefit
from the waters of the Malanda
Oya. Let there not bs one
more treacherous blow dealt
to the nation’s interests, this
time at Malanda.

23



THE BENEFITS OF OUR
DEPOSIT SCHEMES

ARE AS CLEAR
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Virginia Woolf:

by Reggie Siriwardena

The English novelist Virginia Woolf,
whose 50th denth nanniversary fell in
March this vear, was the wife of
Legnard Woolf, British civil servant
and auwthor of “The Village in the
Jungle'’, She herself was never in
Ceylon; Leonard Wooll fell in love
wilh her when he was on home leave
in England, and resigned from the |
Civil Scrvice when his leave ran out
while he was still uncertain whether
she wonld maerry him, This article |
is based on a presentation made at a |
British Council commemortion of the |
death anniversary.

f we are to look at literary

reputations |lke shares on the
stock market, there is no doubt
that Virginia Woolf's has boomed
during the last two decades.
Every scrap of paper she left
behind has been edited and
published — all her letters and
diaries and every fragment of
creative ar critical writing. There
has been a continuing spate of
memoirs and critical studies,
and now comes the announce-
ment of a definitive collected

edition of the novels by the
Hogarth Fress.
| can’'t help connecting this

cult of her, and indeed of the
whole Bloomsbury group, with
the English nostalgia for the
era between the two wars —
the vyears when Britannia ruled
the wayes and Bloomsbury ruled
British intellectual life, But what
the literary critic has to ask is
whether her work actually me-
rits all this fuss.

| admit to having been fasci-
nated by her novels in my youth,
but when | look back on them
now, what | find is a great
personal intensity, but within a
narrow range of  experience.
They seem to me the product
of an isolated self locked away
in a room of its own. In the
most  extreme . example, “The
Waves', what we have are a
few centres of subjectivity —
we can hardly call them psople
— quivering in a social void.
But even in the novels which
attempt to captura fuller human
ralationships, there is a damag-
ing limitation of valyes. What
is thera in thes heroines she

A fresh look

adores, and holds up for ado-
ration by the reader — what is
there in Mrs. Dalloway or Mrs.
Ramsay except a refined emao-
tional sensitivity that holds so
much of life at arm’s length?

Virginia Woolf has, of course,
an undeniable place in literary
history — in the emergence of
what was then the new novel
in the period around the First
World War. Her enterprise was
ta develop a prose and a novel
from that would enable the ex-
ploration of interior conscious-
ness beyond the confines of the
traditional realist novel. In her
lesser way, she was moving in
the same direction that Joycae
and Proust were taking at the
same time. But in comparison
with the prodigious and original
genius of Joyce, hers was a
minor talent. Joyce is a conti-
nuing presence in the Interna-
tinnal novel, from Gabriel Garcia
Margquez to Salman  Rushdie,
while the taste for Virginia Woolf
seems to ma an English and
anglophile affair.

Virginia Woolf's own reactions
to Joyce offer a test case. In
1916 she wrote an essay titled
'Modern  Fiction' in which she
expressed her dissatisfaction with
the established novelists of the
day — Walls, Bennett and Gals-
warthy. "ls life like this?" she
asked, contemplating their work,
and went an:

“Look within, and life, it seems,
is wery far from being ’like
this’. Examine for & moment an
ordinary mind on an ordinary
day., The mind receives a my-
riad impressions — trivial, fantas-
tic, evanescant, or engraved with
the sharpness of steel. From
all sides they come, an inces-
sant shower of innumerable at-
oms. .. Life is not a series of
big-lamps, symmetrically arranged;
lifa iz a luminous halo, a semi-
transparent envelope surrounding
us from the beginning of con-
sciousness o tha end. .. Letus
record the atoms as they fall,
lat us trace the pattarn, how-
ever disconnected and incoher-
ent in appearance, which each
sight or incident scores upon
the consciousness.”

Virginia Woolf then pointed
to Joyce's work — to tha "Fort-
rait of the Artist” which had
been published as a whaolr, and
to the early chapters of "Ulys-
ges”’, which were then being
serializsed in “The Little Review''
She conjectured that a reader of
these works would have "hazard-
ed some theory of this natura
as to Mr. Joyce's intention’.

It is evident that Virginia
VWoolf was discerning enough to
ses one part of what was radi-
cally new in- Joyce's writing,
and this must have been helped
by the affinity she shared with
this aspect of it. Mevertheless,
the representation of the flui-
dity of mental processes which
she picked out for praise in
Joyea's work is not, in my
viaw, the most important thing
in it — particularly in "Ulysses™,
| would put the emphasis rather
on the creative wvitality of lang-
uage, the comic vigour and the
ability to respond richly and
joyously to life's diversities,

In the same aessay Virginia
Woolf went on to say that
where Wells, Bennett and Gals-
warthy were “materialists’’, Joyce
was "‘spiritual’’, and by this she
meant that he was concerned
with the inner mental life and
not with the external reality
which occupied the older nova-
lists. The dichotomy she tried
to imply between the "innar”
and tha “outer’” realities is con-
sistant with her way of repre-
senting life in her own novels.
There indeed the interior lifs
of the characters is often sever-
ed from their surroundings —
physical or moral — and the outar
world appears an alien intrusion
on the autonomy of the charac-
ter's consciousnass. But sha was
wrong to project this dichoto-
my on to Joyce — cartainly as
far as “"Ulyssas” was concer-
ed. While the interior monolo-
guss of Stephen or Bloom of
Mally are the medium through
which we engage with the

world  of “Ulysses”, Dublin in
all its multifariousness is fully
present in the wark, not only

in its physical reality but also
in the rich wvariety of its spaech.
To the sensitive character in
Virginia Woolf everyday life of-
ten seams alien or repelling,
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but while the aesthete Stephen
may share something of this
fastidious distaste, that isn't the
response of Bloom ar Maolly,
and the weight of the book
falls "on the final “ves rather
than on Stephen's “no”. Joyce's
spirit is that which is summed
up in the pun in “Finnegans
Wake"”, “joyicity" — a pun which
brings together himself, the co-
mic sense of life and Dublin.

When the manuscript of "Ul-
ysses'" was complete, Joyce's
patran, Harriet Shaw \Weaver,
brought it to Virginia and Leo-
nard Woolf to ask whether they
would publish it as owners of
the Hogarth Press. Reminiscing
about this episode after Joyece's

death, Virginia Woolf recalled
in her diary, "The indecent
peges looked so incongruous;

she was spinsterly, buttened up.
And the pages reeled with in-
decency. | put it in the drawer
of the inliad cabinet.' An ear-
lier portion of the diary records
her first reactions to the book
after it hed been published —
not, of course, by the Hogarth
Press but by a Paris publisher:

“And Tom, great Tom, thinks
this on a par with “War and
Peace”, (Note: "Tom' was T.S.
Eliot. — R.5.) An illiterate, undear-
bred book it seems to me: the
book of a self-taught warking
man, and we all know how
distressing they are, how ego-
tistic, insistent, raw, striking,
and ultimately nauseating, When
one can have the cooked flesh,
why have the raw?" | am not
sure what is more glaring in
that judgment — the social snob-
bery (misplaced, for Joyce wasn't
“a self-taught working man'
he was better educated than
Virginia Woolf) or the prudery,
which ‘suggests that the cele-
brated sexual emancipation of
Bloomsbury had its boundaries.

There is another comparison
I want to make for the purpose
of placing Virginia Woolf, and
that is with the great women
novelists in English of the nine-
teenth century. | will appreach
this comparisan through some
discussion of Virginia Woolf's
book on women and fiction —
“A Boom of One’s Own'.

Let me acknowledge that "A
Room of One's Own' was in

26

its own time a landmark in the
history of literary feminism. To
have said in 1929 what she
did about the barriers faced by
the gitted woman was an im-
portant contribution. And vyet,
it seems to me that the way
in which she argued the case
is another revelation of her cir-
cumscribed experience.

There is an interesting con-
tradiction in “A Room of One's
Own". On the one hand Virgi-

nia Woolf says that what a
woman needs in order to bea
writer is 500 pounds a year
and a room of her own. She
herself had these things — if
not quite 500 pounds, 400 (as
| learn from Leonard Woolf's
autobiography) — and she cer-
tainly had the privacy she want-
ed as well as the security and
support offered by the most
devoted of husbands. But while
she rightly stresses a woman's
need for economic independence,
the ideal she imagines is that
of a genteel and leisured life
very far removed from what has
been possible for the great
majority of women down to the
present day.

To gquote: A private income
to release me from the daily
arind; and the privacy and peace
of a study to work in"' — her
narm was that of the modest
affluence and cultivated comfort
of Bloomsbury. When | read these
lines of hers, | think of the
Bronte sisters walking two hours
every night round their cramped
parlour at Haworth, “like restless
wild animals', talking about their
projected novels; | think of Geo-
rge Eliot, sitting down to write
her first stories in the single
room she shared with George
Lewes after a lunch of plain
bread and butter — and | wonder
what they would have thought
of Virginia Woolf's desiderata.
Would “Wuthering Heights'" and
“Middlemarch” have besn grea-
ter novels if their creators had
enjoyed Virginia Woolf's gantility?
Or, rather, wasn't it part of the
very condition of their genius
that they should have shared
with many lesser women the
problems of physical and emotio-
nal hunger, of congested living
in small households and cramped
loedgings, of collision with the

barriers of class and male super”
iority? There is behind their
writing a whole world of work
and want and aspiration and
struggle that is guite beyond
Virginia Woolf.

But pot merely would Virginia
Woaolf have been out of her
depth in such an expetience;
she even reacts with disappro-
val to any sign in the woman
writer of struggling, through her
art, against the very circumstan-
ces that she herself claims to
be against. Talking of Charlotta
Bronte, she says:

“One might say.. . that the
woman who wrole those pages

had more genius in her than
Jane Austen; but if one reads
them over and marks that jerk

in her, that indignation, one sees
that she will never get her
genius  expressed whole  and
entire. Her books will be defor-
med amd twisted, She will write
in a8 rage where she should
write calmly. She will writa
foolishly where she should write
wisely. She will write of herself
where she should write of her
characters. She is at war with
her lot. How could she halp

but die vyoung, cramped and
thwarted?"
What that recalls 0o me is

Matthew Arnold's dismissal of
Charlotte Bronte's “Willette'"
when he said that her mind
contained “nothing but hunger,
rebellion and rage”. That was
a characteristic piece of Victorian
male complacency, but how in-
congruously a similar sentiment
comes from a woman writer who
claims to be concerned with the
creative independence of her sexl

This is a pointer to Virginia
Wooli's notion of what art s,
It is wvery clearly articulated in
a passage of her diary, written
after she has been reading Al-
dous Huxley's edition of D.H.
Lawrence's letters:

“And why does Aldous say
he was an ‘artist’? Art is being
rid of all preaching: things in
themselves: the sentence in itself
beautiful:  multitudinous seas:
daffodils that come before the
swallow dares: whereas Law-
rence would only say what pro-
ved something.”

| hald no brief for

(Continved on page 37)
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SOUTH ASIA VIOLENCE (2)

Challenging old categories

J. Uyangoda
{Continsad from 15/3/31)

Let me guickly comment on
some of these studiss, tho-
ugh not necessarity according
to the order that the chapters
are arranged. Dipash Chakrabarty
writes on communal riots and
labor in colonial Bengal in the
1880s {chapter six), There
were frequent riots betwaean,
Hindu and Muslim jude mill
warkers, and the riots took a
communal form. The central
problem Chakrabarty poses con-
cerns the ‘communalist’ constru-
ction by urban warkers of thair
own life situation, paradoxically
in a context of socio-economic
transformation which underliad
capital-labor contradiction. Chak-
rabarty looks at how commu-
nity-specific cultures grew in
city centers and among working
class communities crowded in
shrinking urban space. There was
ne cultural room for a kind of
waorking class group behaviour of
the colonized ‘other.’

This colonized ‘other” in the
colonialist discourse, as Panday
points

out, was  ultimately
@  history of the colonial
state, the spring of law-and-

arder’, ‘civility’ and controlled
behaviour. The crowds and crowd
behaviour ware utterly problema-
tic to the norms of colonial civi-
lity and public behaviour. The
official response to this puzzle-
ment found its juridical expres-
sion in codes of public beha-
viour, in wvarious laws, rules and
regulations. Hules to control
noice, for instance were condi-
fied by British officials in Cevylon
in the Police Ordinance no. 16
of 1865. The consequent stan-
daridization of group behaviour
and the cultural tension gene-
rated by it is the subject matter
of Michael Roberts” chapter enti-
tled “'Moice as Cultural Struy-
gle: Tom-Tom Beating, the Bri-
tish and Communal Disturbances
in Sri Lanka, 1800s-1930s."
Roberts' interpretation of Bud-
dhist - Muslim and Buddhist -
Catholic riots in colonial Ceylon

is a remarkably interesting one.
To state briefly, Roberts argues
that it is the arbitrary intervention
of the colonial state in regu-
ting and controlling drumming
and music &t religious ceremo-
nies that led to tension bztween
Buddhists and catholics, and
Buddhists and Muslims. To regu-
late the time and place of drum-
ming and of playing religious
music was also an intrusion into
the sacred space. Roberts also
points out that the application
of these regulatory rules did not
have a uniformity. This created
more tension among religious
groups. He also suggests that
until the British introduced codes
of notice control in public placa,
religious tension over ritual naice
control in public placaes, raligious
tension over ritual noice was
perhaps non-axistent in SriLanka.

This genre of historical inquiry
is indeed illuminating and refre-
shing, although it has cartain
unstated agenda of blaming colo-
nialism for many, or even almaost
all, ills in contemporary South
Asian socistiss. The new radi-
calism in interpretative history
is fascinating in its deep con-
cern with intarrogating the recei-
ved histary of libaral, nationalist
as traditional Marxist streams.
However, to represant the beagin-
nings of colonial rule as cansti-
tuting the greatest destructive
ruptura  in these socisties can
sometimes end up in reversing
the discourse; that is, in ceating
the 'colanialist other” as opposad
to ‘pre-colonial and indigenous
salf.

This, then takes us to Ashis
Mandis' chapter on ‘Politics of
Secularism and the Recovery of
Religious Tolerance.” MNandi is
an interrogator of categories,
particularly the ones we use in
our discourses concerning pro-
dress. As many of his writings
illustrate, he also presents an
outline of an interpretive para-
digm grounded in a project of
of recovering our indigenous-

BOOKS

ness. In this chapter, he exami-
nes the category of secularism,
so prominent in modern  politi-
cal debates in South Asja. He
notes the emergence of a noew
meaning of secularism in India,
particualy among political alites.
It i= & meaning that deniss the
existence of religions and mino-
rities. According to Nandi, secu-
larism mean, at least in |ndia
until recantly, two different thin-
gs: secular progress in economic
and material tarms and equal
rapect for all religions. The naw
sacularism is linked with the
imperatives of the modarn state.
Mandi identifies a small-group of
de-ethnicized, middle-class polj-
ticians, bureaucrats and intella-
cutuals as purvevers of thiz state-
centric sacularism,

This is a usefull critque of
the modern South Asin state.
it points to the increasing into-
lerance by the state of asser-
tive ethnic and religious com-
munities. Perhaps it is also a
crucial dynamic in state-soc-
eity  relation today.  Naadi
thinks that this trend can be
countered by a serious venturs
"lo explare the philosophy, sym-
bolism and the theology of
tolerance”™ (p. 86) of wvarious
faiths in South Asian socisties.
He considers Mahathma Gandhi
as having pearsonified

religious
tolerance that is outside the
boundaries of secularism. And

this tolerance "'squaraly locates
itself in traditions, oulside the
ideological grid of modernity””
(B.. 91).

Of course, interpreting
itions is no easy task and as
the current experience in  5Sri
Lanka, and of India too, illus-
trates, traditions could be in-
terpreted  to legitimize extreme
forms of religious, ethnic and
cultural intolerance. This s
precisely where Nandi’'s proje-
ct of interpreting traditions
might posa serious problems,
Our Indian oountarparts of co-
urse have a Mahathma to in-
voka and we Sri Lankans have not
yet produced a Sinhala-Budd-
hist, Gandhi. In this island,
the critique of modernity comes

trad-

primarily  from ethno-cultural
exclusivists in  Sinhalese soci-
ety who, wielding the ‘tradi-

27



tion’, deny equality to ethnic,
religious and cultural minori-
ties. They militantly oppose

the state, precisely becasue the
state is still unwilling to - to-
tally execute their homogeni-
zing projects. To counterpose
modernity with tradition in a
framework of Cartesian duality
and then to look for indige-
nous systems of knowledge
without a comprehensive and
thoroughgoing critigue of what
is viewed as native may have
its own pitfalls. Such- an ent-
arprise reguires a critically de-
mocratic referent. It alse needs
categories and concepts that
are not grounded in a8 neo-nati-
vist dichotomy of the West and
the rest of us.

There are four chapters on
conlemprory  ethnic  riots  and
tensoin in India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka and another three
on survivars of ethnlc riots,
These six chapters add con-
siderable wvalue to this volume.
Akmal Hussain's essay on the
Karachi riots of 1986 (chapter
sgven) is more a commentary

on politics that provided the
backdrop to the event than a
recording of the origins and

the spread of it. It has a cer-
tain coventionality in the sense
that it Ilooks at riots from
the wider perspective of state-
civil society conflict. Fareeda
Shaheed in chapter eight pre-
sents a penetrating analysis of
Pathan-Mahajir conflicts in Pa-
kistan. An important point she
makes is the social construc-
tion of enmity among religious
communities. Viclence could
usually be intensified by soci-
al and economic conditions,
vet the roots of the problem
defies analysis based on socio-
economic factors. The crucial
guestion is how is it that
communities are maobilized in
religious progroms. The ex-
planation of this problem Js
indeed central to our under-
standing of ethnic and religicus
riots. Shabeed, notes how ad-
herents of one religion would
put those outside it as being
‘beyond the pale.’ This “redu-
ces the ‘humanity’ of thée ‘infi-
dels,” making it easier to per-
petrate violence against them”
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{p. 195). Certainly, the exter-
mination of heretics (MITHYA-
DRUSTIN) has not been alien
to the Buddhist ‘tradition’ if
Sri Lanka either, if one gose
by the accounts in Fali and
Sinhala chronicles. Violent ac-
tion usually combines with the
dehumanization of the adver-
gary, and organized religions
have categories to do exactly
that. As Shaheed points out,
these categories and symbols
are easily manipulable. People
are mobilized in violence for
singulary secular needs of poli-
tical control, economic power
and domination.

The three chapters on sur-
vivors of violence constitute the
most significant component of this
anthology. Once ethnic riots carr-
ied news headlines and pricked the
conscience of a few concerned,
the forgotten become the sur-
vivors whose harrowing ex-
periences in the hands of mobs

and even agenis of law and
order would dissolve into un-
MEMQry. Three researchers-

Amrit Sirinivasan, Valli Kanapathi-
pillai and Veena Das—have pro-
duced three excellent chapters
on the experience of survivors,
Sirinivasan’'s material in chapter
twelve are from the survivars
of the “Delhi carnage” (p. 308)
following Indira Gandhi's assass-
ination in October 1984. Kana-
pathipillai (in chapter thirteen)
analyses the accounts of Tamil
survivors after the ethnic riots
in Colombo in  Summer 1983.
The accounts of the survivors
ot the riots in Delhi after the
assassination of Indira Gandhi
is the subject matter of Veena
Dasa's chapter fourteen.
Survival after ethnic riots is
no easy business. It presents a
complicated set of new probles
to the victims who have not
perished. Riols displace and break
up networks of sclidarity that
are available under non-violent
circumstances. Depending on the
nature of the neighborhood —
slums or upper class — the sup-
port available for victims to sur-
vive can wvary. In long-drawn
processes of conflict, and in inst-
ances where the victims belong
to minority groups, the location
and space for survival becomes

extremely shrinked. Then comes
the offical process of institution-
alizing the precarious act of
survival, Bureaucratization of rel-
ief, accomodation and relocation
etc., coptinues  bringing  about
yat another pattern of victmiza-
tion; Or rather a process of re-
victimization. Thesea are some of
disturbing insights that thess
three researchers provide in their
Couragoous essays.

There are a few more chap-
ters that need at least Geief
mention. Sudir Karkar's essay on
some unconscious aspects of
ethnic violence in India looks
the psychology of violence.
Upendra Baxi in  chapter nine
provides a detailed and a rather
comprehensive discussion on the
reservation  crisis in Gugarat.
And Sunil Bastian presents in
chapter eleven an analysis of
political economy of the July
1983 riots in 5ri Lanka.

MIRRORS OF VIOLENCE is
undoubtably a significant con-
tribution to enriching our deci-
dely inadequate understanding of
ethnic violence in South Asia,

Conciousness that E. P, Tho-
mpson  describes in his  work
THE MAKING OF THE EMNG-
LISH WORKING CLASS. The-
se  were essentially  migrant
labor groups from the country-
side who were subjected to tight
labor control. Their work regui-
red very little skills and train-
ing, and their day-to-day secu-
lar culture was largely condi-
tioned by squalid living stand-
ards. Their socialization was
confined to interacations with
their own ethno-religious com-
munities. Ethno-cultural separa-
tion, segmentation, rivalry and
hostility was than integral to
the wvery process in which the
working class formation occur-
red. What strongly comes out
in Chakrbarty’s account is the
horizontal fragmentation, rather
than vertical integration, of indu-
strial working classes in  their
making.

Chakrabarty's essay may than
be juxtaposed with Gyanendra
Bandey’'s chapter on colonial
construction of ‘communalism’
in Banaras, Pandey argues that
communalism, so far as the term
was deployed in relation to



social  confliet  in in colo-
nial India, was a descriptive
category invented by British

officials and commentators. Pan-
dey indeed de-constructs the
colonialist reading of ninsteenth
century Indian history through
an examination of official and
other British writings on riots.
He identifies a specific com-
munalist narrative that perhaps
ruled the entire body of colonia-
list writings on group conflicts
in Indian society. In this narra-
tive, group conflicts were const-
ructed as communal riots, parti-
cipated by agitated and unruly
crowds. Any group clash would
subsaquently find its readily avai-
labla meaning in colonialist texts:
‘communal’ riots between Hindus
and Muslims. How did this mas-
ter narrative become a strategic
code in the colonial discourse
and what were its principal
features? Pandey devotes the
main body of his text to exa-
mine thesa two issues.
Pandey's essay is a fine pisce
of de-constructionist historio-
graphy. In the British official
accounts on a ‘riot” between
two Hindu and Muslim groups
occured in Banaras in 1809, he
finds a host of categories that
informed subsequent British wri-
tings on group riots. The crowds
in 1809 riots were ‘religious
fanatics’ : they were ‘excited
crowds’ and the clashes were
violent." And the riots were crea-
ted, according to thase initial
accounts, by two fundamentally
antagonistic groups of Hindus
and Muslims. Here was a produc-
tion of a particular reading by
British officials who were per-
plexed by crowd behaviour in a
subjugated society. Rival crowds
engaged in violence WErE
thus idenitified by them solely
and exclusively in association
with religious and ethnic signs
and not with social characteri-
stics. In this particular mode of
narrative gazing of crowd beha-
vior, events could easily be fittad
into what Pandey calls a ‘simple
diachrony' — Hindu and Muslim.
Consequently, description of vio-

lence through ethnic and reli-
gious categories became the
means of narrative .production

and re-production of the native

character. And it froze the com-
plexity of political cenflict into
ethnicity and religion. ‘Riots’
‘disturbances’ and agitation’ were
deprived of their economic, social
and class roots, Thus constructed
and statically represented were
the imposed characteristics and
norms.

India — Crisis. . .
{Continued from page 13)

The BJP also calls for equip-
ping India's armed forces with
nuclear weapons. |t wants an
absolute ban on cow slaughter
and supports moves by a Hindu
missionary group to demolish
mosques built over Hindu sacred
sites. The country's two com-
munist parties, which command
56 MPs, will offer a Marxist
program, proof if any is needed
that India remains impervious to
outside trends.

Meanwhile, India's once-prai-
sed economic liberalization pro-
gram has stopped dead in its
tracks. Both the trade account
and government budget are in
chronic deficit, and with the
sconomy sliding into recession,
prominent politicians seek to fan
rural jealousies over faster eco.
nomic growth in cities.

While the fracturing of national
politics proceeds, so does the
unraveling of civic peace. Riols
between dominant Hindus and
the big Muslim minority have
ravaged communal harmony in
recant months. Indian observers
say the unrest is the waorst
since the 1947 Partition which
split British India in two. Even
in the safer south, Sri Lanka's
Tamil rebels behave as if they

own large chunks of India’s
Tamil Madu state, whera they
find refuge from Sri Lanka's
civil war.

Many longstanding social is-
sugs have resurfaced with new
bitterness, such as ethnic quar-
reling over retention of the
English language: and the vexed
issue of caste, fanned by con-
troversial plans last year for an
affirmative action program giv-

ing many government jobs to
“backward castes,”” a category
distinct from caste ‘“‘untoucha-

blee.”

The weather is about the
only thing going right for India.
The last three monsoons have
brought plentiful rain and record
harvests. Some areas of the
sconomy, including the small
but growing export orientad sector,
ramain resilient.

Another plus is that India
remains wedded to perhaps the
best legacy of British rule —
the ballot box. Although poli-

tics have become deeply cri-
minalized in some Indian states,
governmants changs in Delhi

and in its states through eloct-
ions, not (as in Pakistan) through
avert or disguised military coups.
Whean observing elections | have
seen both a mixture of text-
book civics and ballot-box hijack-
ing reminiscent of the Philip-
pines. Still, it beats periodic
shows of bayonets in the cap-
ital city.

india has overcome many chal-
lengas in its short, post-inde-
pendence history, including a
1862 war with China, linguis-
tically based separatism in the
1960s, a dictatorial period of
Indira Gandhi's ‘“‘emergency”
rule ended by ballet in 1877
and, not least, the abatement
of drought and famine.

Peace — A General. . .
(Continued from page 21)
Many studies have found a
strong link between the rise of
the Sinnalese chauvinist ideology
in natianal politics and Sri Lank’s
weak, dependent economy impo-
sing constraints on a ruling class
limited in its outlook. The gro-
wth of Tamil narrow nationa-
lism in the Morth and the rise
of the JVP in the South, both
of which becamea interlocked with
the stats in a spiral of terror
and counter-terror, are instances
of the growing authoritarianism
of the system forcing everyone
with a grievance into dasperate
actions. It is important to under-
stand the weakness and insecu-
rity of the ruling class which
found in populist chauvinism
against minorities, a refuge fram
its incapacity to mest the aspira-
tions of the masses who werae
now better educated. When the
limits were reached in attempts
to satisfy the majority.
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BOOK REVIEW

Not Even Shadows

Rajiva Wijesingha

eviewing in 1285 Anne Rana-
Rs,i_ngh_e's last major collection
of. poetry, 'Against Eternity and
Darkness’, | wrote in remarking
of the importance. of memory in
her writing that its counterpart,
‘what might be termed desire.
the consideration of further as-

pects of life, does not play a
particularly large part’. The pre-
sent book, which adds thres
poems to expand an earlier

loosely bound offset collection
that appeared under the sama
name, suggests that statement
needs to be modified. Of the
poems in this collection a good
many seem to deal clearly with

desire as described above, the
yvearning for further experience
that goes beyond what has

been ‘recorded and appraciated’,
to cite my last assessment again.
Such poems are often personal
in tone, not infrequently cela-
brating romantic associations.
At the same time, even such
poems almost invariably convey
a saense of loss, Where in hear
earlier work the affirmation of

what had been was always
forceful, even when her theme
was its destruction here what

comes across more forcefully is
the szense of deprivation. That
characteristic prevades too the
manifestations here of what she
had also dealt with often earlier,
the theme of social or rather
racial loss, the reiteration of the
impact of the Holocaust. Though
there are moments in  which
she celebrates her jewish heri-
tage, as she has done before,
here. -the mood that comes
across  most strongly, for  ins-
tance. in poems like 'Rebekha’,
despite her becoming ‘the maother
of thousands and millions’, is
one of hollowness, the ‘gna-
wing wind from the desert’, the
‘carcasses of dead things’.

At the same time, paradoxi
cally it might seem given the
negative nature of such impres-
sions, underlying all this there
seems to be what one had not
previously noticed a layer of
sentimentality. Before there had
been celebration, refracted thro-
ugh harsh almost clinical analy-
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sis, that conveved forcefully the
actuality of experience. Now fee-
ling seems occasionally to decline
even into -mawkishness, as in
the almost undergraduate des-
cription of an airport —

We are all wrapped in  zero
gravity

and neither ayes nor bodies
touch.

This does not of course mean
that there are no felicities such
as one was used to, and as
one would have expected from
so accomplished a  writer, no

poem entirely misses its mark;
but thera is a sense in which
it appears that the same high

standards as obtained before
are no longer absolute.

In effact, for the first time
since her very early collections,
we find Anne Ranasinghe be-
coming prosaic at times. Intere-
stingly enough, the one poem
writlen in the sixties that app-
ears here makes clear the dis-
tinction between statements in
verseé and the poetry that in-
formed the compendious collec-
tion ‘Against Eternity and Dark-
ness, selected at what might
be termed the height, not of
her power, for much of that is
still present, but of discernment.
That sense of judgment would
not have permitted the dull
rhetoric of lines such as —

You will have to carve
MWew landmarks as you hew
your way
Through stone and rock and
shifting sand
With your own pick and axe.
MNo salves
To spare your sweat, no pirth
prerogative
To ease your pain. You are so
small dear child,
And will be all
the great plain.
Similarly, in a poem begun it
seems in 1845 but finished only
forty years later, we have what
appears to be prose divided in-
to lines.
Meanwhile  the inn-keeper
had rolled big barrels of beer
and home-brewed cider into
the willage square

alone of

and he dispensed this to -all
who came. Then the band
struck up —

three fiddles, one drum and a
jengly old piano —

and everyone began to dance.
under that promising spring
sky, 5 e

the whole village turned out
to dance: old men with snowy
beards ST -

were  partnering the prettiest
maldens in courtly waltzes

where the adjectives are re-
miniscant of the younger Kamala
Wijeratne doing her best to
compel a sentimental reaction

from her reader. This does not
mean that sort of prosaic tone
cannat be uwsed wvery success-
fully, as in 'You ask me why
| write poams’ (whers ane is
haunted by Richard de Zoysa's
beautifully matter of fact rea-
ding at the German Cultural
Institute, which brought out the
full wvalue of a carefully thought
out combination of woards) —
Raraly, when everything
concurs, | find the moment
that calibrates the edge of
joy and longing
and so | make a poem and
them am surprised
that what | write is hardly
what | pondered
yet somehow states a
| did not
Maore often

truth
know 1 know.
that one would have
expected however, judgment
here is less than acute.

This is particularily true in the
case of what might be termed
the heritage poems, whore for
once it seems as though the
poet is labouring a point in
which shea iz no longer deeply
interested —

We who still uphold the
traditions and inheritance

Twenty-five centuries of not
only the love

But understanding of you and
an indomitable will

Mot to deny you during the
ages of our persecution,
and to a lesser extent, but still
noticeably, in some of the per-
sonnel poems, where the fea-
ling is doubtless real, but comes
across occasionally as over strai-

ned —
My longing suffuses
night and day

each



And the parched earth thirsts

for rain. The bush

In my garden is fragrant with

white gardenia blossoms—

For whom will they bloom

when | have gone away?

In such wverses, and there are
not a few of them, one wan-
ders what has happened to the
principle Anne Ranasinghe used
to uphold so well, that poetry
must communicate to the general
reader too, not rest satisfied
with sounds that evoke a private
Universe.

Fortunately, that principle has
not been forgotten in general.
In this collection too there are
some remarkable poems, and
enough to in the personal cale-

gory to make clear that the
post has survived heighte-
ned emotion. The bheautifully

crafted poems, 'A kind of death’
and ‘Seli-fulfilling’, with the
latter of which the collection
appropriately ends, indicate the
powarful impact of a talentthat
has decided to give priority to

art. Even more remarkably, and
significantly, there is ‘Land
scapas’, where she takes @
theme that had figured in the
last section of the arguably
self-indulgent "Trilogy’, and

transforms it with the introduc-
tion of material that communi-
cates the social realities and
the general emotions of a par-

ticular period with enormous
farce —
And the voices that cried

out in agony
Are borne

Dispersed by the awful wind
Through the long grasses and
full-leafed trees
To the pitilass sky's infinity
And nothing
mourn

remains but to

And nothing remains
But to mourn

The elegaic tone here is dis-
ciplined, and of obvious gene-
ral significance. Such directness
is not always essential: the in-
tensely personal poem with which
the collection opens, 'On finding
the grave of my grandparents in
Germany’, also gets, a deal
across to any reader, but what
such poems have in common, it

seems to me, is the imporlance
attached to the enalytical qua
lity imposed, the recolleciion in
tranquiility that takes precedence |
over the assertion of emotion.

And that is why perhaps the |
most powerful poems in  the
selection are the lyrics, where
the poet evinces what seems a
deliberate decision in the light
of her preoccupations elsewhere |
to give precedence to artistry.
The soaring images of the poem
on Chagall, the powerful evo-
cativeness of ‘Autumn Berries’,
indicate a strong appreciation
of the world around ene—through
which one then discerns, in the
first & sudden sense of the
sadder realities of life in the
second a telling personal alie-
gory that communicates univer-
sally. This last feature comas
across forcefully too in "Atteriya’
to my mind possibly the best
poem in tha caollection, with its
extraordinarily skilful movemant
fram Iyric description to a per-
sonal tone of reflection, the
objectivity of this reinforced as
it seems by the introduction of
the name of the sage who is
gquaoted. This succeeds in making |

all the more keenly falt thal
personal element in the l|ast
lines, that thus comes across

as a telling general principle. It
is that quality, the capacity to |
draw a reader in and convey
an understanding and an appra-
ciation of universal reality, that
had been Anne Ranasinghe's
forte as a poet, and which it

is heartening to see still sur-
viving —

The scent flows from the |
arched canopy, wave after
wave

flooding memory, awakening
desire. | raise my hand to
touch .

the tracery of leaves, and
a cshower of Dblossoms

rains upon me:

the ground is covered as with
SNOW;

and | remember the words of
Asclepiades

that the joys of thes love
goddess are to be found only
among the living

and that we shall all lis as no
maore that dust and bone
in the place of the dead.

Yirginia . ..
{Continued from page Z27)

art, nor do | wish to deny that
Lawrence was sometimes guilty
of preaching. But it is hardly
a satisfactory alternative to hoid
up an ideal of pure asstheticism
— "the sentenca in itself beauti-
ful’ — and it is a very impoveri-
shing response to Shakespears
to suppose that that is what
Macbeth's “multitudinous seas"”
was there for. To read such a pas-
sage isto be reminded that Virginia
Woolf belonged to the circle of

Roger Fry and Clive Bell and
Lytton Strachey for whom art
was an elegant luxury. The

ethos of Bloomsbury is very well
summed up in four lines of a
poem by one of its children,
Julian Bell —the son of Clive
Bell and Virginia's sister, Vanessa.
This is how Julian Bell, who
wasn't  unsympathstic to  his
Bloomsbury elders. saw them:
“People intent
Ta fellow mind’ feeling and sense
Where they might lead, and
for the world, content
To let it run along its
toppling course.”

That Virginia Woolf's concep-
tion of art is of a realm of
cultivated sensibility held against
the disorder of the outer world
is confirmed by the quality of
her writing. For all its fine
style, its exguisite handling of
phrase and rhythm and cadence,
it is a prose of artifice,
and therefore, so bloodless and
ultimately to me so boring.
Even in Charlotte Bronte, with
all her sentimentality, there is
a more genuine and a broader
life: and when it comes to her
greater sister and to George
Eliot, thera is no question for
me that they are incomparably
superior to Virginia Woolf., Mrs.
Woolf couldn’t have created tha
passion of Catherine Earnshaw
beating against the cages of
class and family, or the moral
drama of the shallow Hetty
Sarrel discovering unknown ds-
pths in herself with herinfanti-
cide, or Maggie Tulliver's struggle
to assert herself in a society
that has no use for an intelligent
woman, or Gwendolen Harlath's
compromises under the prassures
of economic adversity, To do
that she would have had to go
bevond that room of her own.
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There are a multitude of Guardians during your lifetime.

@® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression.

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind.
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