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TRENDS

MONITORE FOR MINI
ELECTION

An  international team of
ohservers was in Sri Llanka
to monitar the local govern-
ment elections on May 77,
India, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh were among the countrias
represented.

A group of eight was pre-
sent earlier when nominations
were being handed In. They
were from SAARC countries.

The team present during the

pre-glection  campaign and
on election day distributed
themsefves in the districts

where the polls were being
held., There was no elfection
in the Northern and Eastern
provinces, because of the war
with the LTTE.

INFLATION DOWN

fnflation has cfimbed down
from 21 per cent to 14 per
cent now. said the Central
Bank in a press release. The
21 per cent inflation rate was
given in the Central Bank's
Annual Report for 1950

But it /s 14 per cent now,
the Governor of the Cenfral
Bank said. *'The Cantral Bank
has taken effective action ito
bring inflation under control
Forecasts made so far by the
Central Bank would indicate
that the rate of inflation will
decline further in the coming
months™, the staternent said.

COMMISSION FOR
TRANSPORT

There will be a WNational
Transport Commission set up
under parliamentary statute. [t
will reserve bus transport for
the private sector, the govern-
ment announced. The Bill will
discourage provinecial councils
and other elected bodies from
entering the passenger bus
business;: “'there js no need
for provincial councis to run
bus services”, a government
spokesman told the press.

Briefly. . . .

@ The Central Bank's Annual
Report for 1330 estimated
the GNP to have increased
by 6.6 per cent, which the
report described as ‘formida-
ble’, cautioning however that
‘certain disquieting  trends
emerged which if allowed to
continue  unparrested  would
jeopardise growth and econo-
mic performance in the future’.

Among the disguieting
trends was the  persistant
inflationary pressure, descri-

bed by the report as one of
the *“‘most worrisome develop-

ments''. The rate of inflation
for 1990 was given as 21
per cent.

“The economy should

not be allowed to gst overhea-
ted but it should not be
choked off either’”, the report
said. It suggested the judi-
cious use of monetary policy
so as to generate the reguired
degree of maonetary stability
while also maintaining ade-
quate production incentives,

@& An LTTE suicide squad
rammed a Mavy surveillance
command ship with a boat
packed with explosives, off
the Jaffna peninsula, Five
sailors were killed and about
twenty were injured: the

ship was badly damaged. The

LTTE cadres in the boat were
blown to bits, Maval officials
said,

The Maval wessel, the

SLNS ‘Abitha’ is a 3000 ton
merchant ship which had been
converted to a surveillance
command ship The attack
was at 2 a. m. on May 4.
It was the secand such LTTE
attempt to destroy a Navy ship.

@ Ralph Buultjens is expec-
ted to give evidence in the
Colombe High Court in the
case in which former minister
Gamini Dissanayake s charged,
with others, with conspi-
ring to abduct him. Professor
Buultjens was on his way to
deliver a Felix Dias Bandara-
naike mamaorial lecture when
he is alleged to have been
abducted in 1983,

Altogether 23  witnesses
are expected to give evidence.
All the accused, including
tha former minister, are at
present on bail,

As we go to press the In- |
ternational Observer team |
from SAARC and C'wealth
countries has exprassed satis-
| foction at the conduct of
| the local polls, and commend-
ed women for their keen |
| participation.
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The

“riti\hl”
beats “split”” SLFP and

UNP

exhausted Left

Mervyn de Silva

he U. M. P. remains the best
organised parly in the coun-

try, whereas the SLFP-led
Opposition  remains  riven by
personal and ideological con-

flicts, and ravaged by cliguism
and petty intrigue. All that the
Opposition can boast is a single
nationally respected and inter-
nationally known personality,
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike.

The rightwing U.N.P. once
the party of the Senanayakes,
made a successful, if not en-
tirely smooth, transition from the
Senanayakes to Jayawardena and
Premadasa. While SLFP remains
dominated by WMrs. Bandaranaike
a hitter feud between Anura
Bandaranaike MP, and his sister
Chandrika who leads the B.M.P.
has sapped the energies of the
SLFP. The present plight of the
Opposiiion is wrapped in a sad
irony. The ideological outlook
of the SLFP's revered founder,
Mr. 5.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, had
two noteworthy features —a
concern for the under-privileged

and a commitment to improve
the condition of the socially
disadvantaged strata together

with a lively responsiveness to

international  trends and new
ideas.

The SLFP and its assorled
“Left” partners and associates

have allowed Mr. Premadasato
run away with Bandaranaikist
welfarism and populism, while
they themselves cling on to an
enervated Leftism, discredited
at home and abandaned
abroad. The SLFP has the
mass vote. Mrs. Bandaranaike
makes the vital decisibns ulti-

mately. But the debate within
the broader opposition is domi-
nated by Marxist-leftist ogroup-
uscules. All these basic pro-
blems surfaced sharply in the
run-up to the local polls. The
furious quarrels that followed —
and these were by no means
confined to the SLFP-Left leader-
ship — demaralised the anti-UNP
voter. As the SLFP's massive
May Day procession proved, the
anti-UNP wvoter was psycholo-
gically ready to take on the
traditional enemy at the local
polls, the first major confront-
ation since the Presidential and
Parliamentary elections which
wera held in the climate of fear,
(the JVP assasins) chasos and
State repression.

May day proved that the C.P.
was right to stay at home: The
LSSP and BMNP, daring to take
to the streets minus the SLFP,
presented a sorry spectacle.

Mow the Municipal, urban and
pradeshaya sabha polls have
only underlined the obvious. It's
simply not enough to fight to-
gether as “‘Independents’ in one
place, and SLFP in most other
places. The spectacle of divi-
sion simply (and predictably)
demoralises the committed sup-

porter. And let’s not forget, the
Sri Lankan wvoter is one of the
most street-smart political ani-
mals in the waorld,

Regard the scene. Two years
in office: a JVP insurrection

ruthlassly crushed in the Sinhala
south, an unfinished war in the
north claiming more lives, Sin-
hala and Tamil, military and
civilian, each passing month;

BACKGROUND

inflation at 20% last year (14%
rnow, it is claimed officially)
and unemployment, especially
Sinhala youth  unemployment,
rising steadily; donors warning
of aid cuts unless the regime's
human rights record is not visib-
ly improved; the UNFP torn by
top-level conflicts; a former
Cabinet minister with a strong
glectaral base in the upcouniry
Kandyvan areas, indicted before
the High Court; the party’s chief
executive and government tough
guy assasinated in broad day-
light in the city.

“Both police and representa-
tivas of opposition political par-
ties conceded that vyesterday's

local government election  was
relatively peaceful and fair”
reportad the independent SUN-
DAY ISLAND.

“Qpposition  leader, Sirima
Bandaranaika said last night
that she was not happy with

the conduct of vyesterday's ele-
ction in certain areas, but con-
ceded that it was better than
in recent vears'' reported the
independent SUNDAY TIMES.

The polls were in fact marred
by many, many incidents but
no responsible party leader no
independent observer (the foreign
monitoring team’™ has yet to
releasa its repart) has levelled
the charge of widespread rig-
ging... a charge heard quite
often in the past 13 years, and
on and off at by-elections in
the 1970-77 period.

Of 237 local bodies, tha UNP
has taken 193, winning 9 out
af 10 municipal councils. [t
lost Ratnapura which was under
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SLFP control anyway. The UNP

won 28 Urban councils while
the S5LFP woan 5. Of the 194
pradeshaya sabhas, the UNP

won 156. The 30%, turnout was
maore good by Sri Lankan slan-
dards and the UNP's 54% was

higher than President JR's at
the 1982 Presidental contest
against the SLFP's Mr. Hector
Kobbekaduwe.

In Colombo, the UNP (118,
795 wvotes) captured 30 seats,
the SLFP (72.319) won 17

seats, the SLMP (3 ssats) SLMC
(2} and NSSP (1).

The turnoutin the city was 68%..

Before the paolls, independent
analysts concentrated on the
following gquestions:

1) How much support has the
UNP Iost after 2 years in
office? The assumption was
basic — governments start lo-
sing votes from DAY 1 since
the expectations ara so high
that performance always fall
shart of pre-election hopes,

2) What impact has inflation
made on the lower-middle

class and the poor, particu-
larly in the urban/semi-urban
areas?

3) Has unemployment, especially
youth unemployment regarded
as the main factor in the
resurgance of the JVP, eroded
UMP's support-hase? Will this
be reflected in tha pattern of

voting in the southern pro-
vince?

4) Will the repression of the
JVP swing wvotes from UNP

to SLFP-led front?

5 Will Sinhala-Buddhist opinion
indignant over the Govern-
ment's inept campaign against
the LTTE reduce the UNP's
traditional wate?

) Will the Muslim vote in all
Sinhala areas go with the two
established parties or indentify
itself  with the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress?

7) Has President Premadasa’s
re-structuring of the UNP, the
established conservalive party,
caused serious fissures in the

NEWS BACKGROUND

class-caste bloc that sustained
the “old" UNP?

At this  writing  (13th) it is
not possible to take up such
matters. But on first impressions,
it strikes me that Mr. Prema-
dasa has installed a new power—
structureg in the party, a new
decision-making centre  other
than the old SRl KOTHA coterie.
It is also clear that tha South.
despite the tough repression,
is not as pro-JVP as Colombo
“experts’ believed. Plainly, more

have suffered at the JVP's
hands than in the army’s coun-
ter-attack. Sinhala-Buddhist
opinion  {anti-Tamil and mili-
tarist) has made no serious
dent in the UNP traditional

Sinhala-Buddhist support.

If victory is the ultimate test
of success, it seems to me
that it is now the GSLFP-led
oppasition’s turn for re-thinking
and re-structuring.

President Permadasa will now
feal more confident in facing the
opposition, the LTTE, the Human
Rights critics and the new In-
dian government.

Presidé_nF; statement

UNP leader, President Ranasinghe Premadasa in a statemenl
issued at the conclusion of the Local Government elections
held on Saturday, said the UNP had never been proud and
boastful in victory and ‘‘on this occasion too, we accept
victory with humility and with dedication to service.”

The following is the text of
the President's statement.

Once again our people have

axercised  their sovereigntly
through the ballot, Democracy
has triumphed. Reaction has

been defeated. This resounding
victory of the ballot is of special
significance to all of us. It
reaffirms the dedication of our
people to the democratic way
of life. It has demonstrated that
those whao aspire to gain power
through undemocratic means are
not welcome.

| congratulate the winners for
their well deserved victory. |
thank our party membership, our
supporters and our well-dvishers
throughout  the country for
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contributing  to this  massive
victary,
The large majority of our

people have reaffirmed their trust
and confidence in the New vision
and the Mew Deal of the United
Mational Party. On behalf of tha
party and myself, | thank each
and every one of them. Letms
also thank the Commissioner of
Elections and his staff, all the
government officials and the
gsecurity services and police
personnal  who waorked  with
dedication to ensure a peaceful,
free and fair election.

Qur wvoters have convincingly
rejected political slements who
are masguerading as democrats.
Our vaters have clearly identified
political organs that have been

engaging in divisive politics by
day and disruptive activities by

night. The wvoters have accepted
practical action and rejected
empty criticism.

The activities of the local
authorities touch the lives of
our peopla most closely. Electors

are naturally wary in the choice
of thair wvary representatives.
They have accepted the United
Mational Party as ths means to
imprave the guality to their lives.

Wea shall expedite decentrali-
sation of powers and functions
together with resources brought
to the doorsteps of the people.
The newly elected local autho-
rities will be entrusted with this
impartant role. We will accelarate
all our development afforts. We
are determined to eliminate
poverty through Janasaviya. We
are harnessing all resources at
our command for the common
good.

The people have placed their
trust and confidence in us to

renew and revitalise the unity



of all sactions of our montherland.
A nation divided is a nation
weakenad., The message to all
dissidents and factions is loud
and clear. The message is that
national issues must be sattled
by national consensus. We must
rasolve our problems through
consultation rather than Confro-
ntation.

The outcome of this general

election to local authorities brings |

home elearly another
establishes the claim of the
United Mational Party that in an
election free of wviolence by

point. |t |

disruptive forces the voterturnout |

is large., When the voter turnout
is large, the triumph of the
United Mational Party is beyond
doubt,

Last year alone ov r 2.5 million
citizens obtained paid-up
membership  of our party.
Undoubtedly, their friends and
relatives too contributed to our
victory. Qur party branches,
youth leagues, wonien’s organi-
sations and trade unions were
responsible in mobilising support
for our candidates. The ministers,
members of parliament, chief
ministers and provincial council
membars and other organisers of
our party gave leadership in this
effort. | express my gratitude to
all of them.

We have never been proud and
boastful in victory. On this
occasion too, we accept viclory
with humility and with dedication
to service, The divisions of
elactions are over. Those who
cantested us must be treated as
friends, not as enemies. They
are partners in the democratic
process. Let us setan example,

like in the last presidential and |

parliamentary elections, by avoi-
ding post-election bitterness.

Victors must protect the
vanquished, Let us forget forgive
and go forth together. We wel-
come and we appreciate cans-
tructive  criticism. Yet, our
democratic attitude must not be
mistaken for weakness.
welcome 1o join in  progress.
Impeding progress is a national
crime.

all are |

May the blessings ::'f' the Triple |

Gem be upon you.

Statements

NEWS BACKGROUND

THE GLADSTONE AFFAIR

{all reports from the Daily MNews)

11th May 1991

The Secratary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Dear Sir,

| place the undernoted facts
before you for investigation and
approprigte action to bes taken
against the abovenamed.

It has been brought to my
notice by Mr. H., R, Pivasiri, MP
for Matara District and Chief
Organiser for the United Mational
Party in the Dickwella division,
that the British High Commis-
sianer has made a complaint at
the Dickwella police station to-
day {(11th May 1991). This
statement was made by him
during the progress of the pol-
ling in Dickwella at the Ilocal
government elections,

In his statement to the police,
MMr. Gladstone has alleged that
he had received information to
the effect that voters attached
to a polling station in Dickwella
wera being collected together
by UMNP supporters, that the ink
marks on their fingers which
indicate their having voted were
washed off, and that this was

dong lo enable them to wvota
again.
Upon receiving  informaiton

that such a complaint had been
mada, Mr. H. R. Piyasiri, MP
had recorded a statement with
the Dickwella police denying
the allegation made against
UMNP supporters by Mr. Glad-
stone, and stating that Mr.
Gladstone was acting malafids,

As your foreign office will be
aware, on 7th February 1280,
Mr. H. R. Piyasiri, MP, acting
in his right &as a Member of
Parliament made a statement in
parliament alleging certain im-
proprieties  in  Mr. Gladstone's
conduct and associations in Sri

Lanka. This statement had recai-
ved publicity in the press at
the time.

Mr. Gladstona’s statement
does nor disclose why he was
in Dickwella on polling day.
Mor does he claim that he has
parsonally seen any incrimina-
ting fact,

It appears clear that the high
commissioner in making his afore-
said complaint to the Dickwella
police, has acted maliciously.
He has undoubtedly chosen
Dickwella as the venue for his
falsa complaint in order to bring
disrepuie to Mr. Piyasiri and
Upited Mational Party.

You wlli also appreciate that
it is highly irregular and impro-
per for a diplomat to invaolve
himself in any manner what-
so ever in elections in the co-
untry where he is posted. Mr.
Gledstone is not a8 member of
the International Observer Group,
as you are aware.

In my capacity as General
Secretary of the UNP, | lodge
this protest and reqguest the
Foreign Ministry to institute an
investigation and cause appro-
priate action to be taken against
the High Commissioner.

A photocopy of the relavant
column of the Hansard of 7th
February 1980 is annexed. |
shall forward certified copies of
the statements made to the

Dickwella police shortly.
Yours faithfully
(B. Sirizena Coaray)

General Secretary
Copies to:

R. K. Chandrananda de Silfva
Esqr. Commissioner of Elections,
Cofombo.

fnspector
Colambo.

General of Police,



Complaint of
British High
Commissioner

British Commissioner has come
to make a complaint with ARO
Mr. Ananda. MName - Gladstone,
British High Commissioner, tell-
ing like this: It was brought
to my attention that water
was being collected waiting at
Polling Booth Mo. 19 by UNP
supporters. | went there Polling
Station and found that there was
a crowd outside the Polling
Station and UNP wvan parked.
Mo, was 60 Sri 1325. There is
the allegation that the ink app-
lied on finger being erased of
voters, again. That is enough.
Sgd. Gladstone. The signature
of British High Commissioner.

The mentionad statement | am
51 Mahesh wrcte carrectly. No
complaints. This complaint  we
informed to our ASP Sgd. SI
Mahesh. Informed to every mobile
Sgd. 8! Mahesh. ...

Statement of
Mr. H. R, Piyasiri

| arrived here on receipt of
information that ths British High
Commissioner—H, E. David Glads-
tone—had made a complaint re
election activity in Dikwella
Al this stage Mr. H. B. Piyasiri,
the District Member of Parli-
ment for Matara arrives and
wishes to make a statement. |
now proceed to record the same.

1400Hrs. Handunetti Ranulu
Pivasiri, 47 vyrs., Member ot
Parliament for Matara Districf
states:

Today at about 123071300 Hrs.,
when | was in my residence |
came to know that the British
High Commissioner H. E. David
Gladstone had made a statement
at the Dikwella Palice pertain-

ing to election activities in
Dikwella arega. | was inférmed
of this by my clerk Mr. 5.
Wijesena.

Last yearin parliament, | expo-
sed the British High Commis-
sioner H. E. David Gladstona for
alleged invoivement in drug
trafficking and keeping company
with personalities such as Manik
Sandrasagara who had escaped
from Britain, whilst on bail for
drug offences. As far as | am

aware, H. E. David Gladstons
is not a member of the team
af observers who have arrived

in Sri Lanka as a member of
the election monitoring commit-
tee. The British High Commis-
sioner, by this act had grossly
viglated the code of condut
and interefered into the internal
affairs of Sri Lanka.

| feel that this statement has
been mads by the British High
Commissioner over the exposure
| made in parliament.

Read over, Admitted correct Sgd.
H. R. Piyasiri Sad M. Gomes S5P/
Matara 1420 Hrs.

1423 Hrs. At this stage Mr.
H. R. Pivasiri wishes to add fur-
ther to his statemnt and states
thus; The allegations made aga-
inst the UNP is tatally false. Sgd.
H. R. Piyasiri. Sgd. M. Gomes
SS5P/Matara.

| certify that the foregoing
extracts are true and accurats
and that the original is in my
custody. SI Mahesh Kumarasin-
ghe, OIC Police, Dikwella,

Mr. Piyasiri’s
Original Charge

Excerpt from Mr. Piyasiri’s
original charge in the House.

(As reported in Hansard)

MWr, Speaker, | would like to raise
the following gquestion with the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Minister of State for Defence.

During the course of last year,
membears on both sides of the
House brought to the attention
of the government the increasing
use in drug tzking and the pad-
dling of drugs. The governmant
has also taken many measuraes
to combat the menace of drug

NEWS BACKGROUND

usa, This includes  media
publicity against the dangerous
drugs, rehabilitation of drug addi-
cts and effective measures by
the law enforcement authorities
against drug pedlars and drug
LUSETS.

This campaign is now faced
with difficulties due to the pat-
ronage extended by some diplo-
mats to those engaged in the
drug trade. | think this matter
is sufficiently serious to warrant
the attention of the government
and of this Houss.

This patronage is being exten-
ded at the highest level of diplo-
matic community in Sri Lanka.
Hiz Excellency Gladstone, the
High Commissioner far the UK
in Sri Lanka, is giving patronage
to drug pedlars and the those
who promaote the use of dan-
gerous drugs. Among those whao
promote the use of dangerous
drugs. Among those with whom
the High Commissioner keeps
company are Mr. Manik Sandara-
sagara and Mr. Asoka Ratwatta.

( Mr. Lakshman Jayakody )
Does the hon., member take
full responsibility for what he

has stated.

(Mr. H. R. Piyasiri) Yes Other-
wise, | would not have read it.
| take full responsibility.

(An hon. Member) Why are
you worried? - (fnterruption).

(Mir. Speaker) Order, pleassl
Please carry on. | cannot help
it. (Interruption).

(The Hon., Ranil Wickrema-
singhe) Thers is an Adjourn-
ment Question. He is on his feet,
Let him finish. After that the
Hon. member can say what they
want. - (lnterruption) .

(Mr. Speaker) QOrder please|

(Mr. H. R. Piyasiri) | take full
responsibility for what | say.

Mr. Sandarasagara was arres-
ted on 18.6.81 in the UK with
two British nationals for posses-
sion of 163 kilograms and 80g
grams of herebal cannabis apg

(All reports from the state-owned DAILY NEWS)
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200 grms of cannabis resin. He
was charged in court and gran-
ted bail in May, 1982. He jum-
ped bail and left the UK illegally,
On 6.3.82, he was arrested by |
the Police Marcotic Burgau. The |
UK authorities reguested the |
extradition of Mr. Sandarasagara. |
However, extradition proceedings
were not initiated due to lack |
of material. |

Asoka Ratwatta was arrestedl

by the Auvstralian authorities on
8.4.81 for possession of
was sentenced to four vyears
hard labour in St. James Court
of Petty Session on 21.6.82
with a minimum term of 12
menths, commencing from 23.6.82
and subsequently deported to
Sri Lanka on 23.6.83.

{Mr. Speaker) | do not mind
your reading it. But what is
your question please?

Messrs. Manik Sandarasagara
and Asoka Ratwatia are frequ-
ent wvisitors to  \Westminster
House. They are also invited to
functions hosted by the high
commissioner to  which cabinet
ministers are also invited. This
has caused much discomfort to
the people attending these func-
tions. Some of these drug users

were present  in Westminster
House at a function attended
by the former President J. R.
Jayawardene.

Recently, a party including
the UK High Commissigner tra-
velled to Kandy to film the
Lankathilaka Viharaya. Thers
were complaints of drug use
by some of members of the
party during the filming. But
investigations have not
made because it involves
High Commissioner for the UK,

The policy of both the United
Kingdom and Government of Sri
Lanka is to combat
menace. Therefore, will the
minister speak to the High Com-
missioner for the UK and request
him to refrain from associating
with drug pedlars and drug
usars?

been |
the |

the drug |

5.5 |
kilograms of hashish. This person |
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McNamara calls for aid to be
linked to cuts in arms spending

By Stephen Fiedler jn Washington

Aid to developing countries
should ba made conditional on
the their reducing military spend-

ing, Mr Robert McNamara, for-
mer head of the World Bank,
said.

In & wide-ranging speech on
the Cold War on military spen-
ding, Mr McMamara strongly
urged the linking of financial
assistance 1o movement “‘toward
optimal levels of military expen-
ditures”’. These optimal levels
should take into account any
external threat being faced by a
cauntry.

When decisions concerning
allocations of foreign aid were
made, special consideration sho-
uld be given to countries spen-
ding less than 2 per cent of
their gross national product in
the security sector’.

Speaking ata World Bank an-
nual conference on development
economics in Washington, he
said that the huge savings thus
made could be used to address
prassing economic and social
neads.

“I am conscious that applica-
tion of such conditionality will
be difficult and contentious,”
said Mr McMamara, a former
US defence secretary. “Mever
theless, it is, | believe, an
essential part of the solution to
the waste represented by exces-
sive military spending in poor
countries.”

Military spending in the Third
Warld  totalled $170bn a year,
4.3 per cent of aggregate Qross
national product. [If that wers
to be reduced by half over the
next decade, it would free up
savings equivalent to half cur-
renl Third World spending on
health and education and more
than twice the amount of develop-
ment assistance received from
industrialised countries and multi-
lateral financial institutions, he

said. By comparison, the US
spent 6 per cent of GNP on the
military, This proportion could
be reduced by half within six to
gight years, at =@ saving of
150bn a year in 1983 dollars,
Mr. McMNamara said.

Between 1978, and 1988, the
Third Waorld imported $371bn
of arms, three-quartars of the
arms traded internationally.
Mr McNamara linked reduction
of demand for arms in the Third
World to a system of collective
security — guarantees by the Uni-
ted Nations Security Council and
regional organisations of terri-
torial integrity.

Governments producing arms
should also sharply reduce the
availability of finance for arms
He noted that some countries
spent a lot on security for intar-
nal rather than external reasons.
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Instability in Sri Lanka

P. Saravanamuttu

ha outbreak of fighting in

June 1990 in the north-east
of Sri-Lanka, between the govern-
ment security forces and the prin-
cipal Tamil guerrilla group, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE or Tigers), highlights the
intractability of the island’s
nation - and state - building trauma
There have been threats of seces-
sion and revolution, as well as
external intervention by the pre-
dominant regional power, India.
The separatist war waged since
1983 by the minority Tamils
against the majarity Sinhalese-
dominated government has been
preceded and accompanised by

internal upheavals within both
communities and two armed
insurgencies by the Sinhalese
nationalist Janatha Vimukti

Peramuna (JVP) to capture power
(1971, 1987-9). In addition, there
has been an Indo-Sri Lankan
Accord and the installation of
an Indian Peace keeping Force
(IPKF) to contain extremism and
to define the middle ground
between the unacceptable and
the unattainable. However, no
national consensus within  Sri
Lanka has been achieved. The
article will investigate the back-
ground to Sri Lankan insecurity
and the prospects for national
reconciliation.

Ethnic tension :
the parliamentary phase

Tensions between the Sinha-
lese and Tamils regarding their
respective positions in an inde-
pendent Sri Lanka can be traced
to 1931, when the island was
granted universal adult suffrage.
The enduring Tamil fear since
has been that their positions of
relative advantage in the bure-
aucracy (gained through educa-
tional attainments and colonial
policy), would be irretrievably
jeopardized by majority Sinhaless

Or. P, Saravanamuttu is a Lecturer
in International Refations, Depari-
ment of FPaolitics, University of
Southampton.

rule. The Sinhalese, in turn, have
been eager to redress this im-
balance to reflect their majority
status and claim of cultural and
religious exclusiveness to  Sri
Lanka, in contrast with Tamil
links to south India.

In the prelude to Sri Lankan
independence in 1948, Tamil
anxieties were expressed in their
demands for parlismentary cons-
tituencies to be drawn up on
a communal basis. Even though
this was not granted, population
distribution ensured that the
first past the post’ Westminster-
stvle electoral system would lead
to political polarization  2.ong
ethnic lines, with the majaority
Sinhalese parties predominating
in the south and their minority
Tamil counterparts in the narth.
Tamil fears of marginalization at
the centre were sustained by the
certainty of Sinhalese preponde-
rance in government.

Tamil leaders, neverthaless,
committed  themselves to the
parliamentary process after inde-
pendence. This strategy exch-
anged support and participation
in government  for  measures
safeguarding minority interests,
and attested to the strengh of
the inter-communal elite consen-
sus on parliamentary democracy
and the constitutionalist ethos
aof the island’s independence
movement. But political accom-
modalion, although subscribed
to in principle, was not fully
reflacted in practice by govern-
ment policy. Despite setbacks,
however, this consensus survived
until it was finally eroded in
the 1970s.

The acceptance of political
accommodation and parliamen-
tary democracy as the frame-
work  for  managing societal
tensions was undermined by
intra-elite competition with ex-
ploited ethnic populism for par-
tisan advantage. Explicit identi-
fication with ethnic populism
has come to he regarded as
crucial to electoral success, thus
legitimizing the older and divisive

bases of identity as the ulti-
mate sources of political power,
and exposing the inability of
the elite consensus ta fuse them
into a durable national identity.
Herein lies the significance of
the 1956 election, which was
won in the south by thecantre-
left coalition of Sinhalese papu-
list forces headed by S, W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, founder of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP),
and in the Tamil north by the
Federal Party (FP) favouring the
constitutional arrangement bet-
ween the two  communities
implicit in its title.

Once in governmeut, in 1956
Bandaranaike fulfilled his election
pledge to make Sinhala the
official language striking at the
heart of Tamil fears regarding
education and employment.
More damaging, his inahility to
control  the Sinhalese Buddhist
coalition that had propelled him
to power forced him  further
positions inimical to ethnic har-
maony. Consequently, his efforts
in 1957 to ameliorate the impact
of this language policy on the
Tamils, with special provisions
far the use of their language
and the devolution of power to
regional councils in a pact
with FP leader Chelvanayagam,
were obstructed by the innate
chauvinism of the Sinhalese
constituency and the palitical
apportunism of  the United
Mational Party (UMP) opposition.

Violent Sinhalese-Tamil riots
ensued in 1956 and 1958, the
first of their kind in indepen-

dent Sri Lanka, and were only
exceeded in their intensity by
the carnage of 1833,

Throughout the next decade
the ensuing deterioration in
ethnic relations was tempered
by the enduring vitality of the
parliamentary consensus. The
Tamil leadership continued the
practice of parliamentary accom-
modation, even though the first
government of Bandaranaike's
widow, Mrs. Sirrmavo Bandara-
naike (1860-64), vigorously im-
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plemented the official language
policy and reneged on promises
to reintroduce the devolution
proposals envisaged in tha
Bandaranaike — Chelvanayagam

Pact, With assurances of this
score contained in a pact with
the UNP, ths FP joined the

UMP-dominated national govern-
ment in 1965. While legislation
for the wuse of Tamil was
passed, that relating to the de-
volution of power was not and
the EP withdrew from the govern-
ment in mid-1869.

Therefore, seen from the pers-
pective of nation and state-
building, the 1956 election was
a milestone in Sri Lankan politics.
In the south, the triumph of
athnic identity amounted to the
capture of the state by the
majority community for the pur-
pose of political consolidation
and control of economic  power
through nationalization; in the
north, it represented the begin-
nigs of a serious challenge to
the unitary status of that state.

Secession and insurgency:
the pattern of political
violence

The pattern of political activity
initiated in the 1970s signalled
the collapse of the parliamen-
tary consensus and institutiona-
lized the recourse 1o violence
in the resolution of political
conflict.

Disenchantment  with  elite
{eadership among both Sinhalese
and Tam!l vouth coalesced into
the conviction that their grie-
vances copuld only be met
through armed insurgency against
the political centre. In the south,
the basis for grievance has been
the call for greater access 1o
socioeconamic and palitical bene-
fits. QOriginally exemplified by
the ultraleftist 1971 JVP insur-
gency of mainly educated rural
youth, it re-emerged in the ox-
treme nationalist JVP reincar-
nation of 1887 following the
external interventlon by India.
In tha north, youth dissent has
been founded on frustration
with the failure of political
accommodation to prevent dis-
crimination most notably the
United Front (UF) government’s
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alterations in university admis-
sion criteria. By the mid 1970s,
the accruing bitterness had
spawned a piethora of guerrilla
groups, the most famous of which
is still the LTTE.

Established political parties,
in turn, have deepened this
alienation by seeking to extend
and consolidate their monopoly
of state power at the expensa
of the parliamentary framewaork,
thus reinforcing the trend to-
wards violent opposition. Both
the left-wing UF government of
Mrs. Bandaranaike (1970-77) and
its right-wing SuUCcesssofr, the
UNP regime of J. R. Jayawardene
(1977-89), were guilty of this,
Both were swept into power
with unprecedented legislative
majarities which they used for
partisan advantage, and Dboth
changed the constitution — the
first (1972) making Sri Lanka a
republic in which the primacy
of the majority language and
religion, Sinhala and Buddhism,
was assured and the second
(1978), replacing the palitical
system with a Gaullist-style
executive presidency. Most omi-
nously, the UNP introduced the
dubious precedent in December
1982 of a referandum to post-
pone elections  for 11 years,
thereby compounding the un-
representative character of the
legislature and sealing it off from
radical opinian.

The common stand in the
gstablishment’s response to what
in the JVP case was a threat
to the character of the stata
and in the case of Tamil mili-
tancy a threat to its territorial
compositton, was its attempt 1o
delegitimize both challenges by
defining them as essentially
tarrorist in nature. In the south,
however, given an armed insur-
gency from within its own eth-
nic constiteency, the govern-
ment's senss of danger was
mare acute and conseguant-
ly its response mMoOrG politi-
cal. Sinhalese-dominated govern-
ments, regardless of ideological
orientation, defended the politi-
cal establishment with brutal
determination  while simulta-
neously moving to placate the
radical elements within their

athnic. group. This ‘carrot-and-
stick’ approach was adopted
towards the JVP by Mrs Bandara-
naike in 1971 and by Jayawar-
dene s UNP successor President
R. Pramadasa in 1989. Aler-
natively, when confronted with
Tamil secession the response
was uncompromising and mili-
taristic: the search for political
solutions was necessitated only
by military stalemate and impen-
ding bankruptcy in the Jaya-
wardeng ara.

The response of the
leadership was

Tamil
conditioned by

the need to preserve political
credibility in the new era of
militancy. Interpreting the chau-

vinistic bias of its proceedings
as the effective abandonment of
minority rights by the UF govern-
ment, the FP walked outof the
Constituent Assembly in 1371
and closed ranks with other
Tamil parties to form the Tamil
United Front (TUF) a year later,
In 1976 they adopted the Vad-
dukoddai resolution calling for
a separate state of Tamil Eslam
to be established, through armed
struggle if necessary, thus trans-
forming themselves into the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF).

However, when the TULF won
a popular mandate for the sepa-
ratist platform at the 1877
general election, it returned to
the MNational Assembly as the
single largest party in opposi-
tion, and its leader, A. Amirtha-
lingam, accepted the official
title of Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Newertheless, the limited
hope generated by this and the
Jayawerdens regime’s pramise
of an all-party conference to
address  Tamil grievances soon
evaporated; that forum was not
convened and a district deve-
lopment council scheme was
rejectad as indequate by the
TULF, In addition, the excesses
of an indisciplined army em-
powared with a draconian Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, com-
bined with inflammatory rheto-
ric fram within the cabinet, en-
sured that the vicious cycle of
ambush, atrocity and invective
destroyed any prospect of gthnic
recanciliation.



This was irrevocably confirmed
in July 1983. The mismanaged

funeral arrangements of Sri
Lankan soldiers killed in an
LTTE ambush served as the

catalyst for the most savage out-
burst of anti-Tamil violence and
all-out war., Thousands wera
massacred or made homeless;
many of the survivors fled to
refugee camps, the north, to
India or abroad. Extensive da-
mage was dona to  property,
with the worst atrocities being
committed in the capital, Colom-
bo. Most damning were the re-
ported acguiescence and parti-
cipation of sections of the se-
curity forces in the terror, and
allegations that elements within
the ruling party were behind its
instigation.

The government belatedly res-
ponded by effectively blaming
the wvictims, In a move openly
designed to placate Sinhalese
chauvinism it passed the Sixth
Amendment 1o the Constitution
which effectively outlawed advo-
cacy of secession and, to coun-
ter adverse international publi-
city, blamed ultra-leftist groups
for the slaughter as part of a
determinad conspiracy to des-
troy democracy in Sri Lanka.
The JVP, whom Jayawardens had
legitimized and whose leadsr R.
Wijeweera had unsuccessfully
contested him for the presiden-
ey in 1982, were proscribed

along with other radical laft-
wing parties. The cumulative
impact of these measures was

to conclude the parliamentary
phase to nation-building with
the exclusion of the Tamil and
anti-establishment Sinhalese par-
tigs. This alsa  enabled the
government to cultivate an image
of itself as the embattled cham-
pion of the demaocratic political
astablishment against the forces
of extremism and terror.

Ethnic war: the external
dimension

As full-scale ethnic war ensued,
the external dimensions of the
conflict were highlighted. Given
its domestic Tamil Nadu cons-

tituency and the influx of refu-
gees from Sri Lanka, India of-
fered to mediate. However,
when the determination of the
Sri Lankan government to com-
promise even its policy of non-
alignment in pursuit of a mili-
tary solution became apparent,
Indira Gandhi adopted a subtle
two-pronged strategy. While pre-
senting  itself as an impartial
mediator, India also offered sanc-
tuary to the Tamil guerrillas in
order to sustain  the military
stalemate indefinitely and to im-
press upon Jayawardene the
imperative of a palitical solution.
This also forcefully reminded Sri
Lanka of India’s overarching
strategic priority — denial of the
subcontinent to interference by
external powers.

Jayawardene's plans to use
the West to counter Indian leve-
rage on behalf of the Tamils
fell apart because of the West's
reluctance to compremise rela-
tions with New Delhi over a
conflict which it deemed to be
of marginal significance. Neverthe-
less, numerous countries facili-
tated indirect assistance to the
Sri Lankan government in the
purchase of weaponry and coun-
ter-terrorist expertise.  The latter
was channelled through an lsraeli
interests section located in the
Us embassy in Colombo and
through private sources, notably
the Channel lslands registered
arganization Keeni Meeni Servi-
ces. Equally galling to India
was military assistance and train-
ing provided by Pakistan.

The elaborate Indo-5Sri Lankan
charade of pseudo-deterrence
and counter-manoeuvre only tem-
porarily obscured the hard stra-
tegic realities of the conflict
Mezither the Sri Lankan govern-
ment nor the Tamil guerrillas
could achieve a military solution
on their own and, given the
geopolitical and ethnic dimen-
sions to the conflict, whatever
objectives they pursued impin-
ged upon |Indian security con-
cerns. Furthermore, in tarms of
a political solution this also
meant that the most Mew Delhi
would contemplate on behalf of

the Sri Lankan Tamils was the
approximation of Eelam through
provincial autonomy rather than
its attainment through secession.
Accordingly, Indian mediation
attempts focused on convinging
the belligerents to agres to a
package that would encapsulate
the minimum interests of all
concerned — recognition of legi-
timate Tamil grievances while
maintaining the unitary status
of Sri Lanka.

Although hostilities persisted,
by late 1986 there weare signs
that the Jayawardens govern-
ment would accept provineial
autonomy in principle, but not
the Tamil claim that the narth
and eastern provinces (with sig-
nificant Sinhalese and Muslim
minorities), constituted their tra-
ditional homeland. Unable to
break the impasse, the Sri Lan-
kan government ordered the
Army into a fresh offensive in
May 1987. By the end of the
it was ready to commence lhe
battle for Jaffna, the northarn
stronghold of the LTTE. Mind-
ful of the enormous civilian
casualties this would incur as
well as the domestic political
repercussions, underlined by then
Tamil Madu Chief Ministar M. G.
Ramachandran’s donation of
UsSS% 3.2 million in humanitarian
assistance to the Tigers, the
Rajiv Gandhi government dra-
matically embarked upon direct
involvement; first by sea and,
when that was thwarted by the
Sri Lankan Mawy, a much publi-
cized air-drop on 4 June. This
was largely designed to demons-
trate Indian power—prcjection in
the region and to remind the
Srl Lankan government of MNew
Delhi's determination to obstruct
a military solution. By 29 July,
Colombo had absorbed this basic
lesson in regional geopolitics
and, apprehensive too of the
severe economic toll of the war,
agreed to the Indo-Sri Lankan
Accord.

Next: Accord and After
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The Left Side of the Wheel

Mineka

asinos are a much discussed
Ctapic today, at the market
place, at clubs and sariously
debated in Parliament. Are casino
operations justifiablein Sri Lanka?
Two areas that nsed careful
sxamination, are the moral aspect
and the material benefits that
would accrue to the country.

Most of us frown on gamb-

ting. It is an avocation of thle
loafer, the idler. It is evil, it
leads to crime, it is dysfunc-

tional, it undermines disciplined
work habits, Thess arguments
are based on cultural, ethical
and religious sentiments,

Haowaver conventional opinion on
gambling in the casino is not so
demoralizing. It's new, it's plush;
good for tourism, Flay boys
and popular film stars have hit
head-lines playing the Wheel in
Maonte Carlo, which was synon-
ymous with casinos in the past,
pefore Las Vegas lights illumi-
ned the desert sky. To some
casinos reflect rich gentlemen
in black tie and pretty ladies in

jewels and evening dress! [t is
considered a pastime of the
Occident — Weasternization and
sophisticated. Hence is it per-
missible?

it is not Wasternisation any
mote, nar super-sophistication.

Casinos have sprung up in Asia
— Magau, Malaysia, Nepal and
recently in great number in Sri
Lanka: within a distance of two
miles from the Fort one can
count ten casinos. It is no longer
the playground for the rich and
the few. It is patronized in
numbers. The attire is of little
consequance but the green backs
collectively are. It is nothing
tut hardeore, unaduletrated gam-
bling in opulent and plush
surroundings — and in Sri Lanka,
unrestricted and uncontrolled by
Governmeant authorities, virtually
allowing tax-free earnings to
the operators.
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Though the pastime is Wastarn
in origin most countries in the
West da not permit the opera-
tion of casinos on moral grounds,
And those that do, with a few
exceptions, have rigid controls.
What is astounding is that
neither the maralists nor the
religionists, have objscted to
the emergences of casinos in our
country — and ironically when
a ‘“Dharmista’’ socisty was
proclaimed

In this permissive epoch when
modern  thought supports  ex-
posure in favour of curtailment

for the developing mind, @
liberal view can be justified.
Mevertheless can  our society

steeped in prayer and medita-
tion, participating in pinkamas and
poojas, invoking religious bles-
sings and advocating  maoral
conduct, vindicale this stand-
point, except for patent and
tangible benefits to the country.
|s there revenue gengration 0
the government, or is it a sti-
mulus to the tourist industry
that earns foreign exchange, of
does casino operation creats
massive employment opportuni-
ties?

In every operation there s
ageneration of some employment.
This iz not exceptional. Indirect

employment is also nhegligible.
However employment is not
restricted to locals only. The

recent raids amply demonstrated
the illegal employment of fore-
igners, specially pretty ladies.

The tourists from the Waest
come (o Sri Lanka for its beauti-
ful beaches and tropical sun,
and a handful patronize casinos
by the way. In truth. it could
be a deterrent to tourism. Most
casinos are located in  tourist
hatels: and if the two coeval
professions coexist side by sida,
death leaps and aids scare may
drive them away. However, therg
is an increase of tourists from
the Far East arriving on special

junket tours —a lump sum s
paid overseas to an agent of
the casino operator and its

equivalent is given at the casino.
The winnings too are paid
abroad. So another Central Bank
exists, transacting foreign ex-
change at special rates outside
our country.

We then come to the most
important question. 15 this a
rupee and foreign revenue gens-
rating source to the Governmenl.
Examples are numerous of coun-
tries and cities that have per-
mitted casino operation for the
specific  purpose ol economic
growth. A third world country
like ours should have done so
only with the dual aim of filling
the country’s coffors and bols-
tering our foreign exchange
earnings. Las \egas was @
barren desert that could not
support plant life, lst alone a
community, until the casinos
srupted. Freepaort, in the Baha-
mas has a similar history. Atlantic
city is more recent and becama
casino country to alleviale poverty
and generate employment and
in Western Australia to enhance
governmeant revenus.

The intake of most casinos
in the world is rigidly control-
led by the government who has
its officers or banks to monitor
the encashments and count the
sealed boxes. A wvery large
percent of those takings are
revenue to the government and
fram the balance, legislation
ensures that a reasonable percent

goes back to the public by
way of prizes and jack pot
bonanzas. Million dollar  jack

pot winners are common in the

States. In Sri Lanka there are
no financial controls and the
casino owners and not the

players hit a tax free jack pot

daily. And who are these
operators?  Almost all of them
are foreigners —a  wandering

tribe and some with a past.
They have no loyalty or patrio-
tism to the country, and to
infer that foreign exchange
abuses are rampant is not imagi-
native. When official channels
are blocked, the black trade
{ Continued on page 28)



Special to the L. G.

UN AND GULF WAR

Ramses Amer

Preface

In the light of the war of
destruction against lrag launched
by the United States and a
number of other states in the
name of the United MNations, it
iz of relevance to make a compa-

rative analysis of the United
Mations resction in the lrag-
Kuwait case and in afew other
cases of foreign military inter-
vention,
The cases

The seven cases that | have

chosan from the period 1878 to
1990 are the following :

—  Mietnam's intervention In
Kampuchea in late 1978
which led to the downfall
of the existing government
and the establishment of a
new ong in January 1878,

— Tanzania's intervention in
Uganda which begun in late
1978/ early 1979 also led 1o
the overthrow of the existing
government in April 1979 and

to the creation of a8 new
governmant,

— In September 1975, France
intervened  in the then
Central African Empire. The

Emperor Bokassa was over-
thrown and a new govern-
ment was established.

— |In December 19739, the
Soviet Unpion intervened in
Afghanistan, the existing
government was overthrown
and a new government was
established.

— In October 1983, the United
States intervened in Grenada,
the existing government Was
averthrown and a new
government was established.

— In December 1989, the United
States intervened in Panama,
the existing government was
overthrown and a new govern-
ment was established.

The author is a Swedish research
student at Uppsala University.

— In August 1990, Irag inter-
vened in Kuwait, the existing
governmeant was averthrown
and a new government was
established. Later, in August,
the two states were brought
together in a “'comprehensive
and starnal merger .

The United Nations reaction

The United Nations has reacted
to five of the seven cases above.
The only two cases which have
not resulted in any reaction by
the United Nations are Uganda
and the Central African Empire.

In the case of Kampuchea, the
United Mations Security Council
decided to consider the inter-
vention twice, in January 1379
and then in February and March
19789. The draft resolution failed
to be adopted on both occasions
due to a veto by the Soviet
Union. Apart from the Soviet
Union only Czechoslovakia voted
against the draft while the other
13 members of the Security
Council wvoted in favour. The
General Assembly of the United
Mations has been dealing with
issues related to the Kampuchean
conflict since 1879. For four
years, 1979 to 1982, the question
of HKampuchean representation
was subject to vote, and an all
four occasions, the Genaeral
Assembly decided to allow
Democratic Kampuchea, the over-
thrown government, to continue
to represent the state of Kam-
puchea at the United Mations.

The second Kampuchea issue
at the United Mations has been
the msgenda item entitled: *“The
situation in Kampuchea' which
was subject to vote from 18789
to 1889, and the General Assambly
adopted a resolution critical of
Vietnam's intervention in Kam-
puchea (although Vietnam was
not mentioned by name in the
resalutions) by & growing majority
over these years. In September
1890, the Security Council unani-
mously adopted resolution BE8
dealing with the Kampuchean
conflict. In October 1990, at
the 45th session of the General

Assembly, a resolution on @ the
Situation in Kampuchea was
unanimously adopted for the
first time.

In the case of Afghanistan, the
United Mations Security Council
decided to consider the inter-
vention once, in January 1230.
The draft resolution failed 1o be
adopted due to a wveto by the
Soviet Union. Apart from the
Soviet Union onily the German
Democratic Republic voted
against the draft while the other
13 members of the Security
Council voted in favour. In this
situation the majority decided to
convene an emergency special
session of the General Azsembly,
which was held in January 1980.
At this emergency special session
as well as at the ordinary sessions
of the General Assambly up to

1987, a resolution critical of the
Soviet Union’s intervention in
Afghanistan wWas adopted

(aithough the Soviet Union was
not mentionad by name in the
resolution). In 1988 and 1989,
the resclution on the agenda
item: “The situation in Afghanistan
and its implications for inter-
national peace and security' was
adopted without a vote, Thenew
government of Afghanistan was
allowed to represent the stale
of Afghanistan at the United
Mations.

In the case of Grenada, the
United Mations Security Council
decided to consider the inter-
vention once, in October 18983,
The draft resolution failed to be
adopted due to a veto by the
United States. Apart from the
United States no other state
voted against the draft but 11
members of the Security Council
voted in favour and Togo, the
United Kingdom and Zaire abs-

tained in the wvote. The issue
was then taken over by the
General Assembly, which dealt

with it under the agenda item:
“The situation in Grenada'., A
draft resolution critical of the
Upited States intervention in
Grenada was adopted by the
General Assembly (although the
United States was not mentioned
by name in the resolution). This
was the only vyear when the
General Assembly dealt with the
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agenda item: “The situation in
Grenada''. The new governmant
of Grenada was allowed 1o
represent the state of Grenada
at the United Nations.

In the case of Panama, the
United Mations Security Council
decided to consider the inter-
vention in December 1989, The
draft resolution failed to be
adopted due to a triple veto by
France, the Unpited Kingdom and
the United States, Canada also
voted against the draft and
Finland abstained in the wote
while the other 10 members of
the Security Council voted in
favour. The issus was then taken
over by the General Assembly,
with a draft resolution critical
af the United States intervention
in Panama adopted by the General
Assambly (the United States was
directly raferred to by name).
The new government of Panama
was allowed to represent the
state of Panama during the work
of the General Assembly, and
it voted against the resalution
criticizing the United States’
intervention in Panama.

In the case of Kuwait the
United Mations Security Council
decided to consider the inter-
vention and subseqguent events
related to it at several meestings
since August 1990, The Security
Council adopted twelve resolu-
tions between August and Novems-
ber 1980, The most important
of these resolutions are the
fallowing: The first resolutions
{660) was adopted on 2 August,
with 14 wvotes in favour and one
state which did not take parl in
the vote, Yemean. HResolution 660
was a reaction to the inter-
vention. The second resolution
(661) was adopted on 6 August,
1990 by 13 wvotes in favour and
two staies which abstained,
Cuba and Yemen. Resolution 661
decided to implement economic
sanctions against lraq.  The third
resolution (B62) was adopted on
9 August, by 15 votes in favour

(consensus). Resolution 662
declared that the “comprehensive
and eternal merger® betwesn

Irag and Kuwait was illegal. The
fifth resolution (B65) was adop-
ted on 25 August, by 13 votes
in favour and two states which
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abstained, Cuba and Yemen,
Resolution 665 gave the right
to the member states of the
United Mations to use military
force if needed to uphold the
economic sanctions against lrag
and Kuwait. The ninth resolution
(670) was adopted on 25 Sep-
tember; by 14 wvotes in favour
and one state which abstained,
Cuba. Resclution 670 banned
all air cargo traffic. except for
food in humanitarian ecircums-
tances, to lrag and Kuwait, The
twelfth resolution (G78), the war
resolution, was adopted on 29
MNovember, by 12 votes in favour,
two votes against -—— Cuba and

Yemen — and with China abs-
taining in the vots, Resclution
678 included the following

operative paragraph two:

“Authorizes Member States coops-
rating  with the Government of
Kuwait. uniess lrag befors January

15, 19581 fully Implemants, .., the
faregoing resolutions to use all
necessary  means to  uphoid and

implemant Security Council Resolu-
tion 660 (1990) and all subseguent
relavant rasolutions and to restore
international peace and sacurity in
the area;'’

Comparing the United
MNations reactions

The only two cases which have
resulted in the same reaction
from the United MNations are those
which have not been subject to
any United MNations decision.
The other five cases differ to a
higher or lesser degree from
sach other.

The United Nations
towards the Vietnamese inter-
vention in Kampuchsa is the
mast extensive in tarms of the
reaction as wall as in the unique
decision to continue to recognize
the overthrown government.

The new aavernments  in
Afghanistan, the Central African
Republic, Grenada, Panama and
Uganda have all been recognized
by the United MNetions. In the
case of the Cantral African
Republic and Upanda, this hap-
pened without any opposition at
all. In the case of Afghanistan
and Grenada, there were only
limited verbal protests. The case
aof Panama is very surprising’
particulariy when compared 1o
Granada, since the new dovern-

reaction

ment of Fanama was so swiftly
granted the right to represent
the state of Panama at the
United Mations in 1988. The
new government of Grenada had
to wait at least until after the
issue of intervention had been
subject to a decision by the
General Assembly in 1983,

Another intaresting aspect of
the case of Panama is the “weak’*
majority voting in favour of the
resolution condemning the United
States’ intervantion in the Genaral
Assembly. Only 75 states voted
in favour compared with 108 in
the case of Grenada, 104 in the
first vote in the case of Atgha-
nistan and 91 in the first vots
in the ©case of Kampuchea,
Seventy-five states represent less
than half of the 158 member
states of the United Nations.

The reaction in the case of
Panama both in the Security
Council, with four negative votas
including three permanent mem-
hers, and in the General Assembly
with less than 50% of the mem-
ber states voting in favour of
the resolution would indicate that
the international community (in
particular the Western world) has
become more prong (o dccept
foreign military intervention in
the internal affairs of other states.

This is -contrasted by the
United Mations reaction in the
case of Kuwait. That reaction
would indicate a very Sstrong
rejection and condemnation of
foreign military intervention in
the internal affairs of other states.
In fact the reaction has been so
strong as to generate a decision
by the Security Council to go
lo war,

France, the United Kingdam
and the United States vetoad the
attempt to condemn the United
States intervention in FPanama,
but they have actively sought
to gather support among the
other members of the Security
Council, first in order 1o condemn
Irag’s intervention in Kuwait and
szcondly, in order to launch a
military action against lrag.

The logical explanation to this
obvious double standard by the
United Mations on two similar

{Cantinued on Pags 20}
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in the 90s
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do feel honoured to be here

today to deliver this address
under your “Distinguished Spea-
ker” series. | am particularly glad
to be able, in this way, to
renew my acguaintance with the
Asian  Development Bank., an
soguaintance that goes back over
a long period of time. | have
sean the Bank evelve owver the
years and | must say that itis
with much prnde that | have
watched it grow to be & major
institution in the arena of inter-
national finance and development,
an institution whose influence
in the region continues to in-
crease,
last

When, some time year,
the title for this lectura was
discussed with Mr Hakchung

Choo | had the privilege of being
the Chairman of The United
Mations General Assembly's — to
give its full title —“Ad Haoc
Committee of Whole on the
Preparation of an International
Development Strategy for Fourth
United Nations Development
Decade. Both Mr Choo and |
felt that my involvement in the
process might give me soms
orientations, some ideas, abaut
the decade of the ‘90s and about
the prospects for world develop-
ment. Well, the work on the
Strategy is now over. There is
today in existence an Intarnational
Davelopment Strategy forthe 90s,
adopted by consensus by the
General Assembly on the 21
December last yvear. The Fourth
United MNations Devalopmant
Decade has already commenced.
It began on the 1st January
1981 and will end on the 31st
December of the year 2000.
What can | say to you today
on the basis of this experience
of preparing the Strategy ? Per-
haps, the first thing | should
say is that last September, when
the final stages of the nagatiations
on the Strategy were in progress,

 (The Author Js Farmer UNCTAD
Secretary-Genaral)

Asian Dovelopment Bank: |
“Distinguished Speakars
Series’” Lecture, Manila.
April 18, 1931.

the crisis in the Gulf had already
broken out. It was not practical
at that time for the Strategy to
do more that refer to that situation
and to underline the need to
keep its possible impact under
review. Since then we have
sean the crisis lead to war — a
war which Wwas brought
to a conclusion within a relatively
short period of time. Some of
the waorst fears linked to uncar-
tainties about the scale and
duration of the war have not
been realised. It is, perhaps,
still pertinent to ask what these
events mean — nat just for the
Strateay itsell but for the prospects
for development over the decade
and indeed for the political and
economic state of the waorld.
There were forehodings about
the disruptive effects of the war
on the economies of the Middle
East and indeed of some countries
of the Asian region The anxie-
ties about what could happen
to oil prices and supplies have
now lessaned. But there are
continuing concerns about the
impact of the crisis on export
earnings, on ramittances from
migrant workers, and on the
impact of the war and of post
war reconstruction on the aid
budgets of donor countries,

It remains to bs
all this will work out. But it
is now apparent that the war
in the Gulf has naot vitiated the
Strategy. The Strategy has stres-
sed the urgency of reactivating
development in the 90s. The
events in the Gulf underline that
urgency. The Strategy has pointed
to the actions needed to achieve
this end. The events in the Gulf
undarscore the relevance of such
actions. A disturbed warld will,
certainly, make the tasks set out
in the Strategy more difficult to

saen  how

achisve. On the other hand, an
upsurge in international coopa-
ration in the altermath of the

war will help thsir attainment.
Thus the broad thrust of the
Strategy remains pertinent. It

is, | believs, still a valid percep-

tion, on the part of the inter-
national community, of what
negds to be done to make the

890s a genuine decade of deve-
lopment.

It is not, however, my intention
today to recapitulate the Strategy.
It is my purpose instead to single
out a few broad themes which
| fael are crucial to the prospects
for world development during
the 90s. Let me start with the
projections that have been made
for the glabal economy of the
80s. These camea from a numhber
of sources including the World
Bank and the United MNations
secretariat and were made availa-
ble to the Ad Hoc Committee
at the early stages of its work.
The projections attempted to depict
tha likely course of events on
the basis that present policies
continue  unchanged. Despite
relatively minor differences, the
broad picture presented by all
these projections was remarkably
similar. Waorld sconomic growth
would bs relatively moderate in
the 80s. Tha industrialised coun-
tries would grow at around 2-3%
a year. Commodity prices in
real  terms would not recover
significantly” from the depresssd
levels reached in the 80s. The
countries of East Asia would
remain on the path of rabid
growth and the countries of
South East Asia would also record
good performances, Growth in
the South Asian region too
would be positive but not specta-
cular in any way. The waorst
scenario cancerns the rest of
the developing world, particularly
Africa and Latin America. The
countries of these two continents
would, according to these pro-
jections, remain,! for the most
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part in the doldrums, weighed
down by the effects of external
indebtedness and Tow levels of
past investment

Mow this picture provided by
the projections will certainly not
make of the 90s a “decade of
development’’. \What it suggests
is that the 90s will not be very
different from the B80s. and the
f0s have already been called
a ‘“lost decade” ! The sams
policies are expeclted to yield
the same results. | must say
that | find this prospect of a
replay of the B0s quite discon-
certing. It is true that there
are hopeful prospects for at least
some parts of the Asian region.
But the prospects are not equally
encouraging for all parts. | find
the projections for the populous
and volatile sub-region of South
Asia quite worrisome, specially
inthe light of current happenings.
But | am speaking now of the
vast majority of developing coun-
tries. | cannot imagine that the
sconomic and social fabric of
these countries could withstand
yet another decade of relative
stagnation without consequences
that will be highly disturbing.
The developing countiies are not
static societies that need only
to be lifted out of paoverty.
There is a strong social dynamic
at work in these countries, a
dynamic that is being driven by
population growth, education, and
the impact of cemmunications
and the media. The poor are
no longer as patient and passive
as they were some decades ago,
today, young populations, whose
aspirations are rudely thwarted,

are easily roused to anger.
Economic growth is itself, of
course, a cause of tensions.

But without growth and without
resources governments have too
little space for manoeuvre. They
will be preoccupled with crisis
management as the very '‘gover-
nability'* of their societies comes
into guestion.

A simple replay of the 80s
could indeed make the new decade
ane of tension and turmaoil rather
than of development for many
developing countries. The inter-
national community must realise
that in the world of today it
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is unlikely that trouble and
turbulence will stay confined to
national boundaries. Interdepen-
dence, as the Strategy document
points out, is more than a matter
of trade and economic linkages
alone. Refugees, migrants, drugs,
terrarism, all these spill over and
reach out just notto neighbours
but to far away countries as well.
The destabilization of Third World
countries because of continued
economic failure can affect the
global paolitical climate of the
80s. The Third World isdifferent
to what it was some decades
ago and upheavals there, polen-
tially maore violent and explosive
than ever beiore, can affect peace,
good order and stability in the
world as a whole,

The developed countries have
thus a stake, a political stake,
in progress in the Third World.
A number of motivations have
so far underpinned development
cooperation between the rich and
the poor countries. These have
included humanitarian concerns,
the cold war ecalculus, even
considaerations of mutual econamic
benefits. But a strong motivation
for the 90s and beyond must
surely be the link between con-
ditions in the Third World and
global stability — political and
=ocial as much as economic. If
the promise of mutual benefits
has proved to be a weak muoti-
vation for international coope-
ration let, at least, the danger
of mutual damage be a spur lO
action. |t has been said that
the end of the cold war has
opened up new vistas for a new
world., |f East and West areto
work together in the area of
Third World  development  the
hasic motivatian must be the
direct and overriding interest they
both have in an orderly world.
This is & stronger rationale for
East West cooperation than provi-
ded by lesser arguments such
as that of improving the efficiency
of aid through closer coordination,

It is, | think, one of the mearits
af the International Developmant
Strategy that it is sensitive 1o
all this. The Strategy recognises
the fragility of the political and
social balance of many develo-
ping countries and makes, there-

fore, an imperative of changing
the picture of the 90s depicted
by the projections. The reacti-
vation of development in the
developing countries is in fact,
the primary goal of the Strategy.
But how is this reactivation to
come about? This brings us to
the realm of policies. What
policies and actions are needed ?
What policies and actions must
change ? In this regard, there
was an active debate in the
Ad Hoc Committee on the reative
importance to be given to the
external economic environment,
gn the one hand, and to the
domestic policies of the develo-
ping countries, on the other.
Mot surprisingly, spokesmen fram
the developing countries tended
to emphasise the former, while
the developed country represen-
1atives were inclined to  stress
the latter. Both aspects, of
course, were seen to be important.
But the issue was one of emphasis.
Each side was apt to be defensive
about its own responsibilities and
inclined to exhort the other to
action. Some formulations resem-
bled a "“shopping list’ of multiple
demands on the developed coun-
tries. Others came close 10
making of the Strategy for the
90s a simple “'do-it-yourself kit'
for the developing countries
themselves !

| feel myself that in the course
of the B0s the balance shifted
ton much towards a stress an
domestic polices and that the
time has come to restore tha
balance. During the 805 the
exiernal economic environment
was less favourable to develop-
ment than, perhaps, in any previ-
ous decade of the post war
period. The early years of the
decade were years of recession
in the industrialised countries
themselves-essentially  brought
about by conscious policies intro-
duced to fight inflation. The
subsequent recovery of these
countries was halting and une-
venly shared, There were persis-
tant imbalances and uncertainties
and wide fluctuations in interest
and exchange rates. Commodity
prices plunged and remained
generally depressed throughout
the 80s. The forces of protec-
tionism were strengthened, aid



budgets came under severe strains,
and the external debt burden
wrought havec on many develo-
ping countries. The advice to

developing countries in  this
setting was that they should
tradjust’”.  Adjustment” became,

in fact, one of the key words
of the decade of the 80s. Thoere
was talk of “adjustment with
growth'’, ""structural adjustment”’,
even ‘‘adjustment with a human
face'.

| must confess that | found
this term “adjustment’” puzzling.
Adjust to what, one has to ask ?
Mot surely to a booming, boun-
cing, world economy ? One would
hardly need to adjust to that!
The real answer must be, on the
contrary, to adjust to hard times,
for hard times had certainly
come. Now, one can  hardly
quarre| with such advice. Deve-
loping countries, when faced
with a sguesze on  resources,
have necessarily to adjust —
they have no other option. [t
is of relevance whether thay
adjust in an orderly or a disorderly
fashion; whether, through sound
policies and good management,
they could avoid compounding
their problems. | consider it
valid, even laudable, to advice
countrias on both the need for
and the method of adjustment,
all the mare so if such counsel
is backed up with adequate
resources and is shorn of dubious
ideological overtones.

But all this is only one side
of the coin. Adjustment on the
part of the developing countries
will not suffice to restore growth
if their efforts are continually
undermined by an unfavourable
external environment, This is
suraly the lessan to be learnt
from the experience of the 80s
where despite adjustment by
practically every developing
country one has still to talk of
the need to reactivate develop-
ment in the 90s. It is some-
thing like a man who has lost
his job. He could benefit from
advice on how to adjust to his
new situation. But he should
know, or be told, that his belt
tightening alone will not get
him back his job! The *lost
decade” of the 80s was, unhappily,

also a decade of muted voices.
One heard much about important
topics, often relating to the
domsstic policies of the devalo-
ping countries, but all too little
about the hard core issues of
money and finance, market access,
and the terms of trade. As
subjects for International dia-
logue, thaese latter had ceased

to be popular and neagotiations
wera either non-existent or
deadlocked.

The time has come, as | said,
to restore the balance. It is
right to insist on sound domestic

policies. But one should not
ignore the fact that there has
been, over each of the decades
of the post war period and

despite some contrary examples,
a close correlation between the
average growth performance of
the developing countries and the
gxternal esconomic environment.
It is, indeed, difficult to see how
the 90s could bscome a decade
of development if the dabt
problem  continues to  stifle
growth, if access to markets
remains restricted, if commodity
prices and the terms of trade
remain depressed, and if the net

flow of resources is in the
wrang direction. These condi-
tions may still provide some

limited space that a few develo-
ping countries could use. But
they could bhardly permit a
oeneral reactivation of develop-
ment in the 90s5. The four
subjects of external dabt, trade,
commodity prices and resource
flows figure prominently in tha
Strategy. There is  sufficient
clarity in the Strategy in respect
of what needs to be done in
these areas. But this is not
matched, in my view, by firm
commitments to take the actions
needed, commilments that go
bevond present approaches. As
| said earlier, it is not my inten-

tion to go over the contents of
the Strategy. But | would like
to express some thoughts on

the four key eclements of the
external economic environment
which | believe will be of decisive
impartance in the 90s,

First, there is the question of
the external debt of the develo-
ping countries, | think it is

generally recognised that tha
reactivation of devslopment in
the 905 will not occur in many
countries unless the debt problem
is overcome., The subject has
had a long exposure to discus-
sion and analysis. The creditor
countries have argued that the
steps already taken, based ona
casg-by-case approach, should
suffice and point 1o  some
encouraging results. On  the
ather hand, there is tha wview
of othars, including the South
Commission, that a more com-
prehensive approach is needed.
| do not propose to join this
debate here except to say that
a solution to the dsbt problem
will depend on how far some
basic requirements are met; a
reduction in the stock of debt
— encompassing all kinds of debt
— commercial debts, governmen-
tal debts, and debts owed to
multilateral institutions; an easing
of the terms of repayment; and
a return to a more stable and
dynamic world economy. What-
ever the means, -however, the
debt problem has to be put
behind us if the 90s are to be
really a decade of development,

Second, there is the question
of external resource flows. A
reactivation of development in
the 90s cannot occur without
a resumption of external resource
flows to the developing coun-
tries. The phenomenon of net
resources flowing in the opposite
direction — from the rich to the
poor countries — is an abarration
that does little credit to the
very concept of international
cooperation for development. As
far as | know, the external
resource transfers needad to reac-
tivate development in the 90s
have not been estimated. But
they will surely be considerable
if growth rates are to be adequale
and there are no miracles on
the trade front. From where
would such resources comes? |
do not see that conditions are
ripe for a massive enlargement
of bilateral aid budgets. On the
contrary, the pointers seem to
be set in the other direction.
The private commercial banks
are not themselves likely to be
major actors in the light of

17



recent experience. Direct private
investment might prove (o be
more promising than befare but
the criteria that determine these
flows do not give equal assurance
to all developing countries. We
are left then with the multilateral
financial institutions as the main
instruments that are capable of
meeting the needs of the 90s.
In my view, the time has indeed

come when these institutions
need to become the principal
actor in channelling long term

resoutces to developing countries.

The post war international
arrangements have been salisfac-
tory on this score. The Bretton
Woods system did not highlight
the issue of long term resource
needs despite the establishment
of the World Bank. The focus
of the system was on stability
and full employment in the indus-
trialised countries and on the
need 1o avoid the trauma of the
pre-war depression. The need
for short term resources to support

payments balances and stable
gxchange rates \Was estimated
in guatitative terms and the

guota system of the International
Monetary Fund was designed
to maich this need. MNo com-
parable exercise was done in
regard to resource needs relative
to long term growth objectives.
Reconstruction from the ravages
of war was the primary, though
not the exclusive, objective of
the World Bank in the initial
stages. 1o the extent that the
World Bank was designed to
provide long term resources for
development i1s contribution was
seen as only a supplement 10

flows from other sources. Direct
private foreign investment and
possibly, for the ex-colonial
countries, bond issues in the
capital markets of the metro-
politan powers wWere probably

regarded as the principal sources.
Official aid and commercial bank
lending for development were
hardly known at the time.

It is true that the picture has
changed considerably oOver the
years. The World Bank and the
regional development banks have
become major sources of capital
for the developing countries.
Official Development Assistance
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has become part of the budgets
of the leading industrialised
countries. During the 70s the
private commercial banks 100
became actors in channelling
long term resgurces while direct
private foreign investment has
also come to play @ part. Yet,
the situation remains unsatis-
factory. There is still no link
hetween what (s needed and
what is available. The develo-
ping countries have still no
assurance that the international
monetary and financial system
will respond to their proven
needs. They are still obliged
to logk, as best they can, 10
friendly donaors and private chan-
nels abroad. | believe that this
gap in the Brettan Woods arrange-
ment nesds to be filled. The
multilateral financial institutions
should mobilise external resa-
urces and channel them to whera
they are needed — &3 indeed
they do today. But the scale
of their aperations must be such
that they play the major role
of matching availabilities to needs.

Over 25 years ago, at UNCTAD
1. an attempt was made to
estimate the total *traee gap’
of the developing countries —
the difference between the value
of imports needed to gitain an
internationally agreed target for
GDP growth and the estimated
earnings irom exports. Strangely,
such an exercise is seldom atlem-

pted today. This Is not, | sus-
pect, because of any scruples
about conceptual or technical

problems. More likely, it is due
to fears that the result could
pe upsetting! The Strategy did
not adopt & target for GDP
growth. It cited sustained growth
rates of 7% or more 4as the
experience of countries that have,
in recent times, undergone suc-
cessful economic and technolo-
gical transfarmation.  Whatever
the growth objective, there is
some merit in estimating how-
ever tentatively, the total require-

ments  of long term resource
flows in the 90s. This will
serve, at least, as a guide to

the magnitude of tha effort that
the World Bank and the regional
development banks
enabled to makes in the course
of the decade.

should be

Thete are, of course, technical
and institutional issuss — and
these may well be complex —
that would need to be resalved.
There is the question of what
reeds to be done to make it
possible for the multilateral
instilutions to raise resources
on a scale far greater than
before. There is the issue of
reconciling rates of interest on
borrowings with the rates char-
ged on loans since concassional
terms would remain appropriais
tor a number of countries. These
is. above all, the question  of
giving the developing countrias
a greater voice in decision mak-
ing within some of the institu-
tions and, related to this, the
all important gquestion of the
axtent and character of ‘“'con-

ditionality". All these, as | said,
are complex issues but they
are not insoluble and should

not serve to frustrate a genuing
political will on the part af the
international community to en-
hance the role of the multila-
teral institutions The latter
objective may well form part
of & wider approach relating
to the reform of the international
monetary and financial sysiém
azs a whole. The means for
for the creation of international
liguidity and for maobilising and
channeling structural payments
surpluses are mallers of rele-
vance to such reform.

The third issue | wish to touch
upon is that of international
rade. A decade of development
will hardly be consistent with
an international trading system
in which developing countries
ancountar barriers to  market
access. The issues here are
well known and | do not pro-
pose to Qo over them. Some
vears back UNCTAD succeeded
in winning acceplance of the
concept of a Generalised Sys-
tem of Trade Preferences far
developing countries. Since then
the GSP has figured in the tariff
regimes of virtually all the indus-
trialised countries — albeit on
an unilateral basis. Over the
years, howeaver, thare has besan
an erosion of the system due
to such factors as the reduction
of preferential margins following
the progressive lowering of MFN



tariff rates, the application of
the concept of graduation and,
most important of all, the proli-
feration of non-tariff parriers
against exports of manufactured
goods from the developing coun-
tries. In the present context
the need for plain and simple
access appears, in fact, to
override the question of preferen-
tial access. Hopes were placed
cn the Uruguay Round as a
means of reversing the protec-
tionist trends of recent years.
But it is still unclear what gains
there would be to the develo-
ping countries through the im-
plementation of the pledge of

“roll back and standstill”. The
traditional issues in the area of
trade negotiations remain, per-

haps, of greater significance to
most developing countries than
the so-called “new issues” such
as trade in services or the
liberalisation of agricultural trade
— relating primarily to trade in
temperate zone products,

One factor of relevance to the
international trading environment
of the 20s is the trend towards
integration among industrialised
countries and the formation of
trading blocs. There has been
talk about both positive and
negative results arising from this
process.  Integration is seen as
giving maore strength to  major
economies and stimulating warld
trade in that way. On the other
hand, there are fears about ex-
clusive trading blocs — “for-
tresses” — that may increasingly
do business with each other and
by-pass the countries of the
Third World. There are also
indications that such groupings
may take on regional dimensions
that reach out to developing
countries as well. The EEC has
a special relationship with the
group of developing countries
tnat were associated with the
Lome Agreement. Special rela-
tionships may also develop with
such countries as those of the
Mediterranean and Eastern Europe.
The President of the United
States has launched the concept
of "“Enterprise America”  which
envisages an eventual free trade
area that will embrace the conli-
nents of MNorth and South Ame-
rica, There is also the concept

a cooperative grouping of the
countries of the Pacific rim —
or of East Asia — centering
around Japan.

These developments pose &
lot of guestions about the future
of the international trading sys-
tem. At ths time of UNCTAD
1. in the sixties, the argument
was that the preferential treat-
ment of developing countries
should be “‘generalised” so as
to avaid patron-client relation-
ships among particular groups
of countries. Present moves are
not in that direction. But one
needs, nevertheless, to ask where
the balance of advantage lies?
The developing countries partici-
pating in such arrangements
have the prospect of favoured
access to the markets, the techno-
logy., and the finance of the
partner countries. On the other
hand, they would not presuma-
bly enjoy most favoured nations
treatment in other groupings.
And what of countries — those
of the South Asian region for
example — that do not easily fit
into a regional grouping which
includes one or more highly
industrialised countrigs? What too
of cooperation among developing
countries? Since the days of
the Havana Charter the goal of
the international community has
evolved in the direction of an
unified, open and non-discrimina
tory trading system, qualified
anly by the preferential treat-
ment of developing countries on
a_generalised basis.  Will this
now give place to soma kind
of “federal system’ made up of
trading blocs and sub-systems
— a8 kind of second best solu-
tions reflecting the weaknesses
and shortcomings of the prin-
cipal actors in world trade? |
can do no more hare than flag
these questions as being of

crucial relevance to the 90s and
beyond.
| want now to touch upon

a fourth point. It is one that
concerns commodity trade. Des-
pite a decline in the share of
non-oil commodities in the ax-
ports of the developing countries
a wvast number of the latter —
perhaps the greater number —
are still crucially dependent on

commodity export earnings for
the bulk of their external ear-
nings. It is difficult to see how
a reactivation of developmeant
during the 90s can become &
reality for these countries if
cammondity markets and prices
continue to stagnate at the
highly depressed levels reached
in the 80s. Yet, the thrust to-
wards international cooperation
to support commaodity markets
has weakened in recent years.
In 1974 at UNCTAD |V in Nai-
robi the Integrated Programme
for Commodities was adopted
without a vote by all govern-
meants. [t provided a framework
for the negotiation of inter-
national commodity agresments
and far the establishment of a
Commen Fund to finance stocking
operations. Today, although bhoth
the Integrated Programme and

the Common Fund exist they
are not used as focal points
of international policy.

It is sometimes said that inter-
national commodily agreemeants
have failed in practice and no
longer serve as models for the
future. | do not consider this as-
sertion to be valid at all, Commao-
dity agresments have sought to
support prices by regulating sup-
plies through export quotas and,
at times, through the purchase
of stocks. Fara number of com-
modities there has been long his-
tory of reasonable success in the
aperation of these agreements. As
far as | can see, there are no
technical factors that have now
emearged to change this picture.
Measures to regulate commodity
prices through international agree-
ments have not failed in practice;
thoy have been abandoned be-
cause of a failure in  political
will, ldeological influences — a
naw emphasis on market farces
and an aversion to “dirigisme"”
an the part of some af the
leading consumer countries —
have been cited in explanatian.
But the whale rationale af intar-
vention in agriculture has its
roots in classical economic analy-
sis  which saw such interven-
tion as a means of improving
the functioning of markets. The
contribution of low commodity
prices to the containment of
inflation in the industrialised
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countries is perhaps a more
pertinent explanation of political
attitudes. But again, such =&
factor cannot endure as a basis
for policy. It's immediate advan-
tages could be outweighed by
an eventual disruption in supplies,
as well as by the conseguences
of negative developments in the
producing countries themselves.

An international commodity
policy must, therefare, form part
of any approach to improve the
external economic  environment
in the 90s. The argument that
technological changes are re-
ducing the world's need for
commaodities is not, in my view,
decisive. Despite technofogical
developments, the wolume of
commodity exports — and hence
the wvolume of consumption —
generally increassed over the B0s.
The low level of prices has
not been due only to a weake-
ning of demand, an important
factor has been the availability
of ample, even increasing, sup-
plies. This phenomenon did not
accompany cyclical - downturns
in prices during earlier periods.
In the 80s, many of the develo-
ping producer countries endea-
voured to protect their earnings
by sustaining or increazing the
volume of exports. One instru-
ment, frequently in use in the
context of adjusiment policies,
was the depreciation of exchange
rates. A fall in price should
normally lead to a conftraction
in supplies through its effects
on high cost producers and on
investment. But exchangs rate
depreciations play an offsetting
role since they do not allow
declining world prices to get
translated into declining domestic
prices. They distort, in this way,

the signals of the world market,
and centribute, when they signi-
ficantly affect total supplies, to
a weakening of the terms of
trade of the commodity produ-
cing countries.

One cannot see how commo-
dity prices could improve in the
80s as long a5 the imbalance
between supply and demand
persists. In the wake of the
weakening of support from the
consumer countries for interna-
tional commoadity agreements
there has been much talk about
othar aspects of the commodity
economy. The processing, marke-
ting, and transportation of com-
modities;  divarsification: and
compeansatory financing have all
been singled out as instruments
for alternative approaches. Many

of these have merit and farm
part of the Integrated Pro-
grammea itself. But their impact

is, for the most part, long term
and they do not relieve the
immediate problem of imbalances
in markets. | do not see any
good reason why the commodity
agreements that are non-opera-
tional today should not be renego-
tigted in the early 90s and new
agreements not be negotiated
as well. Use should bz made
of the First Window of the
Common Fund that is now in
existence. The decisive flactor
is that of political attitudes,
There have recently been sugges-
tions for a new approach towards
stahility in the oil market invol-
ving dialogue and cooperation
between praducers and consu-
mers. |f this makes sense for
oil it should make sense for
other commodities as well. For
the 90s, the allernatives to pro-
ducer-consumear cooparation on

commaoditiss  ars  either the
persistence of depressed prices
throughout the decade or else
initiatives by the producing coun-
tries to undertake supply manage-
ment by themselves.

| have singled out for commeant
four of the principal factors that
will fashion the external economic
environment for development
during the 890s: external debt,
resource flows, the international
trading system and international
commodity policy. Needless 1o
say, another crucial determinant
of the external economic environ-
ment, and one that will have
an impact on these four factors,
is the macro economic policies
pursued by the major industralised
countries themselves. | presumes
that assumptions about the con-
tinuation of present policies in
this area had a dominant influence
on the projections made for the
90s. Yet, as the Strategy itself
recognises, a policy stance in
the Industrialised countries that
favours growth and dynamism
in the world econemy and that
contributes  to  stablity in ex-
change and interest rates s
vital to the reactivation of
development during the decade.
The ground has been wall
traversed and it is not necessary
to elaborate upon these issues
here. What | would wish to
do instead is to turn to the
other set of policy measures
that are central to making a
decade of development of the
90z — the domestic policies and
actions that need to be under-
taken by the developing countries
themselves,

Part 2: Domestic Policies

UN AND GULF WAR. ..
{Continied from Fage 74)
cases is that the world is moving
fast towards a new international
order in whioh there is a sole
global power, the United States,
which is trying to enforce a sort
of “Pax Americana”, in which
the United States can intervene
in the intarnal affairs of other
states while Third World states
without the protection of one
of the permanent members of
the Security Council will “face
a united front of big powers
and many minor powers,
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An enforcement of the new
international order of "'Pax Ameri-
czna” would lead to a situation
in which international law is
applied only when it is suitable
for the United States. The diffe-
rence from earlier times is that
the Soviet Union and China are,
as long as they are not directly
involved, ready to help promots

the United States attempt to
enhance its “global power
ambitions®’.

The inconsistencies in the

United Metions’ reactions to

foreign  military  interventions
raises doubts about the credi-
bility of the United Mations as
an organization for promotiog
peace and understanding among
the nations of the world,

The fact that several member
states of the United Nations were
able to launch a war against
Irag without any control by the
United Mations, but with its
blessing, will have serious
negative consequences for the
future role of the United Nations
in the international system.



Some observations on English translations

from Sinhala

Kamalika Pieris

ranslations from Sinhala into

English probably started as a
dilattante colonial activity, and
tharefore nobody bothered to ask
whether English was indeed thes
most suitable vehicle for bring-
ing Sinhala literatura into the
ambit of world literature. It is
not surprising that Lakshmi de
Silva and Ranjini Obeyesekers
have thought it necessary to dis-
cuss many of the technical pro-
blems that arise in English
translatian. The thought patterns,
sounds and sentence structure
in English are totally antiheti-
cal to those of Sinhala and it
is reasonable to  ask whether
some other international langu-
age would ba more suitable to
translations from Sinhala. How-
ever, apart from the Russian
translations of Martin Wickrema-
singhe and Gunadasa Amara-
sekera, | do not know of trans-
lations in any language other
than English.

People seem to have trans-
lated into English for a wvariety
of reasons. Some have trans-
lated because they had nothing
better to do, others because
they were asked to (ranslate.
One translator simply wished
‘to  promote among Sinhalese
young men who have |ost their
national ideals and forgoiten
their noble traditions, the closer
study of their language, to give
them an idea of their literature.’
{Edmund. P. Wijetunge. Suba-
gitaye, 1930), There was also a
desire to depict the ‘cultural
and social variety of the Asian
scene’ (Selected Asian storfes.
Varuna Publishers, 1873). Others
have translated for the ‘kick of it

as one contemporary translator
put it in a personal communi-
cation.

These translations have been
published both  locally and
abroad. The local segment in-
cludes the occasional  effort

published in humanities journals
and English literary magazines.
It also includes Crest gem of

poetry which shoots us back to
the 13th century. But it is the
translations of Martin Wickrema-
singhe which lead tha fisld,
Some of the Wickremasingha
material will probably find it's way
to libraries abroad through various

purchasing programmes but
the main readership would be
in Sri Lanka. Since most Sri

Lankans would have read thess
in the woriginal anyway, one
wonders whether these trans-
lations have hit their target.
There is no statement of intent
on the part of the translator in
gither Mado! Doova, Lay bare
the roots, or Way of the Lotus,
though thers is a brief analysis
of the original work in thefirst
two mentioned.

The translations issued abroad
ara mare significant, in that they
are specifically intended to in-
troduce Sinhala literature to non-
Sti Lankans through the medium
of international programmes for
the dissemination of Asian cul-
ture. The audience for Sinhala
litarature is thereby enlarged, at
least in theory.

The first of these was An
anthology of Sinhalese literature
up to 7875 (Allen & Unwin, 1970)
prepared for the literature trans-
lations collection of Unssco, at
the suggestion of the Mational
Commission of Ceylon for Unes-
co. It's purpose was to ‘give
an overall picture of a re-
presantative sample of classical
Sinhalese literature a literature
which is of substantial value,
bulk and antiguity, but of which
virtually no translations of an

adequacy are available at pre-
sent.” It was designed to in-
troduce the Sinhalese literatura

of Ceylon to the ordinary readsr
in the Waeast. The introduction
pointed out that much of the
beauty of Sinhala classical
poetry lay in the msatrical pat-
terns, the assonances and the
intricata rhyming systems. Since
it was not sasy to make satis-
factary translations of these,

particularly to translate it in
terms of any form of English
varse, some of it was given In
prose or a postic layout, The
anthology also carried an appen-
dix, unsignad, on the 'mstres of
Sinhala versa.

This anthology was edited by
an European (Reynolds) with a
foreward by a Ceylonese of
European descent (Ludowyk).
The introduction said nothing of
Sinhala literature’s obvious links
with Sanskrit and Pali, nor of
it's place in the broad corpus
of Asian literature, but instead
gave us flesting references 1o
Hardy, Tolstoy and Brecht. (p 10,
17).

Unesco follawad this up with
An anthology of Sinhaless litera-
ture of the Twentieth Cenlury
part of the Unesco collection
of representative works, Sinha-
lase series. (Paul MNorbury Pub-
lications, 1987). This anthology
attempted the stranoge task of
trying to convey the flavour of
trilogies and a long opera by
translating bits of Martin Wick-
kremasinghe and Sarathchandra.
It also contained two of the
most slapdash and cursory in-
troductions to Y¥modern  Sinhala
literature. 1 have ever read.
However the introduction contains
a fairly comprehensive listing of
the nume=rous volumeas of Sinhala

literature in  English translation
which have appearad in the
wesl.  (p xvii) Two items ars

missing from this list: D. M. de

Silva’s translation of FPemato
Jayatf Soko published in tha
Salzburg! “Studies  in  English

Literature (1878) and the special
isgue on Sinhala and Tamil
writing of the 1970's edited by
Ranjini Obayesekera, in Journal
of South Asfan Literature 1987,

The best of the anthologies
dealing with the modermn Sin-
hala literature is, to my view,
An anthology of modern  writ-
fng fram Sri Lanka edited by
Ranjini Obeyesekera and Chitra

21



Fernando. (University of Arizona
Press, 1991) | would recom-
mand this anthology for the
quality of it's translations and
for the quality of the introduc-
tions. This anthology and the
first of the two Unesco volumes
cover the field of Sinhaia lite-
rature very satisfactorily.

In this anthology we find a
clear statement of intent and
some attempt to place Sinhala
literature within the constellia-
tion of major and minor world
literatures. The introduction stat-
gd that the smallness of Sii
Lanka and the fact that Sinhala
is not spoken anywhere elsein
the world made it seam almost
presumptuous to  offer an an-
thology of its material. Howevaer
despite its smallness it possess-
ed some distinction in  belong-
ing to a literary tradition and
language which spanned 2000
years. Literature of Sri  Lanka
was rarely represented in an
thologies of Asian writings be-
cause it was often considerad
an extension of the Indian cut-
turg area. It was nol represent-
ed in anthelogies of Indian
material because it was dis-
tinct and separate from Indian
litarature. Thus a need for a
collection of representative writ-
ings from Sri Lanka had been
felt a long and this collection
was a response to that need.
(p xiii)

One interesting by-product of
anthologies such as thess, 18
the accompanying evaluations of
Siphala literature. The anthology
by Obeyesekera and Fernando
is particularly rich in this res-
pect. They both deal exten
sively with language, a topic
to which the Sinhala eritic
generally pays scant regard.
Obeysekera comments that the
poetic language of the contem-
porary young writers  was an
‘unconscious synthesis of their
everyday world and the world
af their reading and imagination’.
Their worlds were no longer
compartmentalised as they were
for the poets of the fifties and
the result is a living..-growing
language of the broad urban
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and rural middle class to which
the poets belong and for which
they write.” (p 13) Possibly for
the first time, there is some
reference to the westernisation
of these groups. ‘Poets who
write for this large urban rural
middle class no longer run the
risk of being considered decad-
ent or anti-national if they re-
veal western influence in  their
work, being old fashioned and
out of touch if they have
recourse to the classical tradi-
tion. Their poetry has neither
the subconscious defensiveness
of the writers of the fifties nor

the somewhat strident note of
the writers of the first decade
of the century’ (p 13} Elsewhars,
Obeyseksra has pointed out that
the bilingual intelligentsia were
responsible for ‘hammering out
a flexible, viable and with time
richly textured literary prose
capable of expressing changing
intellectual and social world of
their modern experience. |t was
above all a language close to
colloguial speech and thus could
be understood by a wide read-
ing public.” (Obeyesekera 1984
p 81).
(To bz continued)

Correspondence

Whither Parliament?

the LG Jan. 1
only vesterday, al-
most a month after its issue
date in the cover. Tome; your
homily entitled, “Whither Parlia-
ment?’ sounds like an old, broken
record repeated umpteenth time.
Why not face the naked fact
that the parliament is a micro-
cosm of the representative Sri-
Lankan society? \Where there is

| received
issue here

distrust, tension and violence
(inter-ethnic as well as iritra-
pthnic  varieties) among the

population at large, it is reflected
like & mirrar in the parliament.
Are we so0 naive to believe that
when a man with a pus in his
face looks at a clean mirror,
the appearing image will be

without  any  deformity? And
what is the purpose in  main-
taining a ‘cosmetic beauty’ in

the ‘face’ (parliament), while the
whole ‘body’ (country) is in
‘fira'?

The caption of the homily

WWhither Parliament?” itself is
erronaous.  For  something  to
whither, first it should have

flowered. Unlike  the other
British export cricket, the parlia-
mentary system never flowered

in the continents of Asia and

Africa since it could work only
where the population is basic-
ally mono-ethnic and mono-
religious. In countries  with
muliti-ethnic and multi-religious
populations, the parliamentary
systam have long been aborted
in preference to the durbar
systam of ‘kings (and queens)
with a support cast of minis-
ters’, though they pretended to
act within the boundaries of
the parliamentary system. Even
in a predominantly mono-ethnic,
mono-religious  country like
Japan, the parliamentary syslem
has given way to a form of
durbar of the feudal  lords
(shoguns), in which each head
of the five factions of the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party
functions like & contemporary
shogun.

Sachi Sri
Osaka, Japan

Kantha

Mote by Editor

WITHER: make or become dry; decline,

decay

WHITHER: To what place or
(Concise Oxford)

point?



PART 2

Pax Americana and Counter—Force

Sumanasiri Liyanage

he above trends and deve-

lopments have been shaping
the structure of the new world
order (NWO). Needless to say
that it is not possible to state
something conclusive on  this
new structure since it is still in
the process of ‘becoming’ Charles
Jencks, a writer on architec-
ture and post-modernism, has
envisaged the future international
scenario as follows;

What does this strange buil-
ding look like? It goes against
the habitual view of power
structures as overarching hise-
rachies controling everything.
Hierachical power is nat the
only kind of system that works,
and in this case the structure
is the typical post-modern
heterarchy — a logical system
bast exemplified by the game
‘stong, paper and scissors’.
{Marxism Today, 1981)

This is a more democratic order

than the existing system, and
combined ‘both the traditional
hierarchy and an egalitarian
natwork'., How has this struc-

ture functioned during the Gulf
conflict? There is no doubt that
the US had the military power
and strong will to act when
Saddam Hussain invaded fuwait.
However, it had to seek and
get the UN consent in order to
make any military action legti-
mized. Any military intervention
against lrag might not be plau-
gible unless it was backed by
the USSR, China, Egypt and
Svyria, The dominant role of the
UsS has, to a large exlent, con-
cealed the heterarchical nature
of the world order. Some com-
mentators tend to  believe that
world has bacome politically and
militarily unipolar. Noam Chomsky
envisions that it would produce
a more undemocratic world or-
der. He writes;

While economically tripolar,
the “MNew Waorld Order’” has
anly one military power. Any

actor in  world - affairs will
naturally try to shift a con-
frontation to an arena-in which
it can hope to prevall. 1n the
avolving world order, the com-

parative advantage of the
United States lies in military
force, Diplamacy; internatio-

nal law, and the United Mations
have always been regarded as
an annoying  encumbrance,
unless they can be used to
advantage against an ensmy.
With the current configura-
tion of US strengths and weak-
nesses, the temptation to
transfer problems quickly to
the domain of force is likely
to be strong.

In the aftermach of the Gulf

war, it might appear that US
military power and its will to
act would dominate the world

scene in the immediate future.
Bush has already expressed that
his concept of NWO envisions
a system in which the US lsads
and allies follow. “Among the
nations of the world only the
US has both the maralstanding
and the means to back it up,/’
he said. Public opinion polls
have shown that the popularity
rates of Bush and Major increa-
sed in the course of and after-
math of the war. Does this
negale the multipolarity in inter-
national system and its heterachi-
cal power structure? | do not
think sa. The US is invariably
trying to establish its hegemonlic
position in the world balance of

forces or to dictate terms for
other nations. But there are
strong counteracting  tendencies
at waork.

(1) Mo single power can provide
the international leadership nee-
ded today. International problems
are so complex, complicated and
multi-dimensional so that they
demand a collective and copa-
rative leadership. This is reflec-
ted in the fact that international
organizations are designed and
formed in order to deal with

the problems the solutions for
which exceed the capscity of a
single nation. This vision of
collective leadership and inte:r-
national cooperation is particu-
larly evident in Europe. Not
only the Soviet Union, but also
France have  emphasized the
necessity of such a leadership
in handling world affairs. Presi-
dent Francois Mitterand is repor-
ted to have stated that France
is not ready to accept or 1o
unreservedly back the US and
its policies. In relation to the
Gulf conflict, He said,

The US and France do not
have at all the same conce-
ption of an eventual inter-
national conference on the
settlement of the Israeli-Arab
conflict. .. Itis up to the UN
security council to organize
the peace. WMo other authaority
can serve as a substituta.

(Time, February 18, 138971).
The EEC particularly France
appear ready to confront Pax
Americana that would attempt
to dictare terms in international
affairs and crises managment.
In spite of the fact that the
Soviet Union revised its foreign

policy approach after 1285, it
does not mean that 1t is ready
to play the role of a junior
partner to  the LS. Andrai

Kortner puts it in the following
words;

The main goal was achisved,
the Soviet Union joined the
world community in protest
against the aggression, the
flagrant violation of intanatiznal
law, and at the same time it
did not beEcome a junior part-
ner of the US unreservedly
backing all the actions. (Mew
Times).

is clear that the
Amaricana is nat
strong

Therefore it
fear of Pax
well founded in face of
counter forces.
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{2} The US is awara that it
could not alone bear the expen-
diture of a long drawn military

exercise. |t was estimated that
the Gulf conflict cost 51000
million a day. The daily cost
of the Vietnam conflict was
5230 million a day in 1997
dollars. According to one esti-

mate, the replacement value of
all US military hardware would
be 54 trillion. The US wanted
to limit its share of

vwar ex-
penditure to only 20%. Paul
Kenndy, a Yale historian, has
emphasized the fact that the

US stands in danger of repeating
the mistakes of imperial Spain
or Edwardian Great Britain by
making commitments of men,
money and materials in differant

parts of the waorld that are
too massive for its economic
and financial base 1o manage.

The TIME magazine (March 4,
1991) carried 8 special feature
article entitled How Many Wars
Can the WS Fight? This article
has ravealed the limitations of
US military capacity.
During the cold war Pentagan
planners boasted that the US
was prepared to  battle  the
Soviet Union while simulia-
neously waging a smaller
conflict against another, less
formidable foe elsewhere in
the world. Ewven before the
oulbreak of major fighting on
the ground, the Gulf war had
severely strained US military
resources and raised troubling
questions  about  America’'s
ability to fight one wardefen-
ding Western Europe against
Soviet anslaught — much less
1S ({2
The US deployed 75% of active
tactical airplanes, 42% modern
battle tanks and 48% aircraft
carriers in Operation Desert storm
46% of marine corp’s manpower
and 37% of army persannal were
deployed in the Gulf conflict,
They were supported by British,
French, Saudi Arabian military
personnal and hardware.

It is highly unlikely that the
US would increase its future
military expenditure as such a
increase requires a heavy reduction
in non-military expenditure. lts
budget deficit would reach $300
billion this year.
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(3) The presence of a strong
democratic movements in the
advanced capitalist countries have
imposed a restraint an military
expenditure and installation of
nuclear and other high-tech
military hardware. Inearly 1980s,
mora than five million peopls
demonstrated in the capital cities
of Western Europe against the
installation of cruise missiles.
The other important aspect of
the new peace movement is that
it is linked with the Human
Rights Maovement in the East and
the Green movemeant.  Any
modern war will be an aclt of
enviornmantal carnage. It will
also have a devastating effect
on wildlife. The psace move-
ment, Green movement and the
Human Rights Wavement are
addressing the issues which are
linked with not only the future
gxistence of humankind but also
the wvery existence of all living
things an earth.

These counteracting forces act
strongly against any Pax Ameri-
cana design for world domination.
iark Whitaker of the NEWSWEEK
(March 4, 19891) has expressed
his doubt by sayving that ‘Bush’s
dream of a new world order
(dominated by the US) isn‘t
likely to come true anytime soon’.

II

Let me now turn to Middle
Eastern problems. What could
we expect in the aftermath of
the war in Middle-east tha
situation of which is very fragile
and extremely wveolatile. As Fred
Halliday in a wvery interesting
article (Mew Left Review, 184)
has corectly and clearly pointed
out, 'the issues which Saddam
is claiming to confront are real

issues’ which demand definite
and long-term salutions, Any
delay in finding solutions for

those burning issues may ignite
a new middle east conflict.
Halliday identified four main
issues, namely Arab unification,
redistribution of oil wealth, libe-
ration of Palesting and resistence
to the imperialist attempt 1o
control Middle-eastern resources.
| would suggest adding to this
list the democratization and
secularization aof ths Arab polity
and the assurance of social

justice to the ordinary women
and men living in the region.

Most of the critigues of the
Gorbachevian foreign policy mis-
sed these important aspects of
the problem and presented their
arguments completely ignoring
the post cold war world reality.
In the course of the Gulf con-
flict, some commentors hoped
and envisioned the re-emergence
of cold-war conflict. This third
worldist  position  which seems
to have wvery close affinity to
Bolshevism, took a stand against
the war because Saddam did
not have a chance to win it
My anti-war position, which
is pacifist and social democra-
tic, is completely different from
this position as | am against
the war because it is and will
be essentially destructive and

undemaocratic.  This applied 1o
both internal and international
wars. The main weakness of

the Saviet foreign poelicy is not
that it led Soviet Union to sup-
port  the UM resolutions on
Kuwait, but it missed as some
aof its critics did, to raise the
above-mentioned issues in a
rigopurous and effective way in
the midst of the coanflict.

What would be the immediate
outcome of the Gulf conflict?
Two misconceptions have sur-
faced in answering this question.
Taking Suez crisis in late 1950s
as an analogy, Some commen-
tators argued that Saddam Hus-
sain would emearge after the
war paolitically victorious even
though he faced a military de-
feat. Masser's fight with British
and French imperialism in order
to gain control over its teritory
— Suez canal — differad in many
respects from Hussain's invasion
of Kuwait. Masser's notion of
Arab unity, as Halliday has point-
ed out, ‘was linked to the ques-
tion of popular control and of
democracy’. The military defeat
of Saddam Hussain  would
necessarily lead to a defeat of
his political project because his
politico-military project was based
on & ferocious authoritarianism,

The second misconception en-
visages that the allied victory
over lraq would lead to a im-
perialist dominance in the region.



What flows from this argument
is that Saddam’s military defeat
may 8aggravate problems in the
middle east and make the find-
ing of solutions to those prob-
lems more difficult. Here again,
| have my doubts: As | men-
tioned before the war broke aut
in a different international con-
text which is marked by the
non-presence of a single world
power. The US was compelled
to retreat from its initial position
that the Irag-Kuwait caonflict
basically differed trom the Is-
rael-Arab issue and two should
not be linked. It seems that
the Soviet-EEC notien of ths
inter-connection of seemingly
distinct problems of the region
has received worldwide accept-
ance. In the midst of and after
the conflict, there has besn a
general consensus that a per-
manent settlement is required
for the larger problems of the
middle east. Newswesk (Febru-
ary 25, 1991) summed up this
consensus as follows;

The basic
enough.

issues are clear
There will have to

be some sort of formal ar-
rangement to promolg stabi-
lity in the gulf. There will
have to be arms agreements
to forestall blackmail by coun-
triss  possessing nuclear or
other unconventional weapons,
or huge armies. The I|sraeli-
Palstenian wound will have to
healed. And, to deprive fulure
Saddams of an issus, the wide
gap betwesn the haves and
the have-nots of the Arab
warld will have to be narrowed.

The allied wictory has not
strangthened the US, but has in
fact weakened it The wvictory
has clearly revealed that the
US does not have viable polit-
cal programme to Tace the posi-
conflict situation. Tharefare, tha
substance of pre-war French
and Soviet proposals remained
as the only basis far the per-
manent settlement of middle east
problems. Arab masses appear o
have realised that not the authori-

rarian leaders, but the masses
themselves have to come for-
ward to find solution for the

problems confronted by their
sociatias. BEC has reported
(March 8, 1981) that the mas-
ses in Kuwait and in some parts
of lrag are already organizing
themselvas to demand democra-
tic, popularly accountable rule,
Mot the victoryiof Saddam but
his defeat has: contributed the
democratic struggle of the op-
pressed masses. | do not say
that the democratic forces  will
gain political power in the
countries of the middle east in

the immeadiate future, nor do |
state that spontaneous proces-
ses could successfully achieve

peace, democracy and just society.

However, | stronoly believe that
tha forces which are at waork
intarnally  and  internationally

would create a more favourable
condition than that which pre-
vailed in the cold war period,
for the achievamants of thess
gains. As E. P. Thompson has
stressad that ‘there are not only
theories and traditions (but alsa)
practices and even social movea-
ments’ which would decide the
final outcome.

VASA OPTICIANS

207, 2nd Cross Street
Colombo - 11.

Telephone: 421631
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Polls and Peedita Panthiya

Zuhail

lthough the cost of dying

appears to be even more
unbearabia than the cost of living
(the meanest coffin is now a
mere Rs. 10,000) it has never
aspired to be the mother of
political revolutions.

Mor has it had any taker be-
cause the peeditha panthiya of our
politicians have tackled this prob-
lem_ so soundly that | have often
wondered why they failed to
aply the same technology to
solve their hardy perennial — the
rising cost af living, with the
Himalayan heights thrown in for
political colour.

If they would only do so they
may even succeed in sending tha
politician into permanent retire-
ment. If you look around the
country wvou will discover that
by far the largest in number and
with the widest popular backing
are the Maranaadhara Samajayas
death donation societies,

If you say that this shows
people are more concerned about
death then life, you are abso-
lutely right. The older world
from the days of the FPharoahs
and until the industrial revolu-
tion burst on the scene, was
concerned not so much with
gaining immediate ends as with
the final end itsslf.

Hence the pyramids, the men-
hirs and, with us, still the dago-
bas, The energy that has gone
into the building of these amaz-
ing structures is a marvel to the
modern world. But it need not
be so when you consider that
even the kingdom of heaven is
within your grasp if you have
the right bearings and know
where you are going as the
Maranaadhara samajayas have so
successfully shown.

In nearly every village .of the
country and even in towns these
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societies have helped their mem-
bers to realise what must be
one of their felt needs — a good
send off to the next world.

On the other hand this same
concern is not shown by them
when it comes to organising
life and living which appears to
be taken out of their hands by
politicians. The prajathanthra-
vaadays they have been recom-
mended, the wvery word an unin-
telligble construction, has hardly
touched their lives.

Look at the on-going election
campaign to elect representatives
to local bodies it is so centrally
organised that one would think
the elections are for the national
legislature and not for the local
parish pump.

But a people’s organisation like

a death donation society, round
a concept to which there is
immediate response, has rarely

gone bankrupt. Whereas a co-op
which, like the prajathanthra
vaadaya, has been thrust on the
people is more vulnerable to
man’s greed.

There is good news for those
who are trusting to people's
organisations to  deliver the
goods rather than governments.
Some death [donation societies
are trying to balance their in-
terests with living concerns too.
| read recently of a Maranaud-
hara samajaya blossoming into
a kind of building society to
house the living. Now that would
be the right sort of approach
to make to tzke charge of our
cycle of birth and death.

News from a comet

Halley's commet which failed
to present itself in all its pro-
mised glory in 18986 is, accord-
ing to the latest information
from the astronomers somewhere

far away shawing off everything
to the high heavens a three
hundred fold more with no naked
eye to watch the amazing spec-
tacle,

Many earthlings were dis-
appointed when it failed last
time to raveal itself as it near-
ed the earth in its regular 76

yvear cycle of appearance. Some
astronomers  even wondered
whether it was going off track,
and that is one reason why
ESO, the European Southern
Observatory in Chile, has been
keeping a close eye even after
it whizzed passed the earth in
1986,

The astronomers say that the
comet is now well beyond the
orbit of Saturn and is moving
from the inner solar system to
the outer. Its three hundred fold
brightness at the time of loca-.
tion has surprised the astrao-
nomers who are wondefing
whether it has hit something.

When the comet is far from
the sun it is thought to be a
‘mountain-sized ball of various
frozen gases, some dust, and
may be some rock’. When closer
to the sun the dust and the
gas boil off its surface and
help to form a coat of many
thousand kilometres across  its
body.

When this catches the sun-
light the coat and the tail of
the comet acquire its outstan-
ding brilliance, But-the increased
brightness they say may be duse
either to a collision or toa vio-

lent gust of the solar wind
carrying  streams of particles
from the sun across the whole
solar system.

This is the first time astro-
nomers have noted such a flare
up of a comet furthest from
the sun.



Book Review

E. F. C. LUDOWYK. Those Leng Afternoons:
Childhood in Colonial Ceylon. Edited by H. A, |,

Goonetileke with a

“Memoir’’

by Percy Colin

Thome. Colombo: Lake House Bookshop, 13989.
Pp. xix, 96, Rs. 175, paper.

| well remember the first time mentators of the future. Lyn
| met Lyn Ludowyk. In 1950 9ave a very special meaning to

the University of Ceylon inter-
viewed all candidates provi-
sionally accepted for entry; he
was Dean of Arts and chaired
the committee for that Faculty.
He was, on first appearance,
forbidding to the would-be un-
dergraduate — his strong, asym-
metrical face and measured
movements of head and hands.
| remember trying to impress
the committez with a recent
book by Sir Herbert Read | had
recently read, as | do the serio-
usness and kindness with which
he treated those attempts, His
life {and this book is part of
ity is not only important as
that of @ Sri Lanka scholar and
personality. He is representa-
tive of a class, a culture and
an historical phenomenon.

Ludowyk was born in the
southern  Sri Lankan port of
Galle in 1906, received a PhD
from the University of Cam-
bridge in 1936 and w3s ap-
pointed Professor of English in
the Ceylon University College
(later to become the University
of Ceylon) the same vear. He
retired early, in 1956, mainly
because of his wife's health,
and moved to England where he

lived till his death in 1985.
Throughout those last thirty
years he maintained a passio-

nate interest in the counrty of
his birth, its people and the
multitude of friends, students
and colleagues who either con-
tinued to live there, as Goona-
tileke and Colin-Thome, ar ware
scaltered around the waorld., In
contemplating the English-edu-
cated Sri Lankans of the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries,
he his to me among the most
worthy. There would, of course,
be much disagreement on any
list, but | should say that | do
not think our class would be
looked on wvery kindly by com-

mid-twentisth-caentury life in Sri
Lanka, particularly to his stu-
dents.

| would suggest that the fun-

damental characteristic of this
English-spealking class Was
“wulgarity™™. This overrode even

the wvery commendable scholar-
ship associated with this class
through the end of the nine-
teanth century and beyond. This
is, | believe, a matter of some
importance, but needs much
more documentary evidence to
establish than | can summon
now. Mevartholess, a brief quota-
tion from Michael Ondaatje, a
Sri Lankan now making a name
for himself as a novelist from
Canada, may suggest the kind
of situation within which Ludo-
wyk was placed and the “‘mea-
ning"’ that his life and career
has.

So many songs of that pe-
riod had te do with legumas,
fruit and drink. *"Yes, we have
no  bananas’, “l've got a
lovely bunch of coconuts”,
“Mung beans on yvour collar”,
“The Java Jive' .. Dorothy
Clementi-Smith  would sing
the solo verses to “"There is
a tavern in the town™ while
the others would drunkenly
join in on the chorus. Even
the shy Lyn Ludowyk bet-
rayed his studies and came
out there (a plantation favo-
ured for partying) once, tur-
ning out to be a supsrb
mimic, singing both male and
female parts for Italian operas
which the others ha npaver
heard of — so they all thought
at first that he was singing
a Sinhalese baila (Running
in the Famify, Picador, London,
1984, p. 46)

We have 1o wundarstand tha
genesis of this class, partly in
the descendants of Europsans,
mainly the Dutch and those

who worked for them during
their period of colonial rule,
and partly thes natives who trans-
ferred their traditional privileges
inta those of pampered under-
lings of the British regime. The
English language was the neces-
sary instrument of this role,
and later the weapon of con-
tinuing domination. Though be-
nefits wera unequally distributed

there was a sub-culture of
general inhibited hedonism deve-
loping throughout the twen-
tieth century — the  hedonism
consisting of alcohol and  syn-
copated  rhythms, sugaestiva
songs in Ceylon English and

middle-class Sinhala, Hollywood
films, Bulldog Drummond and
the Saint, cricket and rughy,
political activism and sweet,
milky cups of tea.

It is of course ironic that a
popular art form of eighteenth
and nineteenth  century laly
must now be used as repre-
senting high inteliectual Euro-
pean taste in- the particular
contrast we may—discern— in
Ondaatje — but in that too s
a lesson. Our vulgarity was not
really in the forms with which
we indulged ourselves, but that
we had no means to do better
with them. A few vyears ago |
attended a celebration of the
150th anniversary of my old
school which followed a quite
rivetting game of rugby played
between the school team and their
long-time rivals. The celebration
was males only, we drank expan-
sive imported scotch out of plas-
tic cups, listened to a rock band
playing new versions of old tunes
remembered from my childhood
and watched the vyounger ''old
boys™ dance with each other.

Ludowyk's task was to imposae
standards on this social, political
and cultural mass. As Professaor
of English he tried to convey
standards of judgements with
which this middle class could
approach English, European and
world literature. In his creation
of English drama in Ceylon, he
carried this purpase to a much
larger public and in his socialist
vision he probably hoped, bt
never got very far, to convey

these standards to the speig-
political process itself. As ane
of his rost creative students
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wrote, recently,

Reviewing his own waork for
the local theatre in New Ceylon
Writing thirteen years ago,
Ludowyk regretfully admitted
his failure to encourage play-
writing by local dramatists. |
think it wunlikely that such
criticisms and self — criticisms
would ever have  been
mede, had Professor Ludowyk
not retired prematurely  from
Sri Lanka and the university.
His research into island’s cul-
ture and history had already
borne fruit before his departure
in Robert Knox inithe Kandyan
Kingdom (1948). It would
sooner or later have yielded
more in his teachingand the-
atre work in Sri Lanka.

Ferhaps also in the life of the

country at large.

This small, simple book, publis-
hed posthumously by lan Goane-
tileke, creates imagesofatime long
ago, recalls the tones of a familar
voice, but here often using the
idiom of his chidhood. One S5ri
Lankan critic has dismissed ihe
wark as the ramblings of an old
man—vulgarity, it seems, is alive
and well. But it is difficlut for
one who knew him to evaluate
the book objectively. There are
things, so illuminating, which ane
did not know before, but would
perhaps mean little to the casual
reader. One example is the con-
fession of his dreams of cricket
and glory:

The major passion writ large

over this period grew out of

the fantasy that | was already

a fine cricketer. Some of my

friends, undoubtedly, nursed

the same hopeful illusion them-
selves, | persisted longer in my

fantasy, even when all the
evidence was fatally stacked
up against both hopes and

dreams.

The last time | saw Lyn was
with a friend who had naot mat
him before, His comment on lea-
ving was to the effect that "He
is not like a professor at all, he

is just like one of us™. Lyn's
modesty and self-deprecation
allowed him to be both the

guardian of standards and com-
panion to all who sought his
company. Mot only did he dream
of success at cricket, he attai-
ned it at scouting — though one

28

would not know that

account.

Scouting, in spite of its many- |

sidedness, seemed a marginal

by his |
|

activity, a hobby, a little bit
off centre. pleasant enough
while it lasted, with all the |

attractions of a game, but not
really to be compared with
cricket, |t certainly added to
the sum of our pursuits without
enhancing their value.

It is Percy Colin-Thome who

tells that “by 1919 at the age |

of thirteen he was the youngest
King's Scout in the
Empire".
hMore important for its analy-
tical implications, partly some-
thing to which one may respond
having shared the cultural envi-
ronment, but carrying greater
significance, is the passage
below.
| studied Sinhalese up 1o
the fourth standard, but
forgot it as soon  @s  More

British |

attractive prospects were pre- |

sented. There was no com-
parisan between the ill-printed,
poorly  illustrared  Sinhalese
books with their frowsy stories
and the greater excitement of
readers in English which took
the whale waorld as their pro-
vince., So it was with no great
sense of loss that my little
knowledge of Sinhalase faded.
Yet the world which | knew
on my senses, the waorld
which responded to the sights,
sounds. smells and
everyday objects around me
was more readily available 1o

tastes of |

me through colloguial Sinha- |

lese than through English,

Even now | can gauge the
rough texture of words and
phrases which made the world
emotionally concrete. A& greater
part of the range of the na-
tural scens |
named for me
halese...

Here is the mechanism with
which a class creates itself and
severs the links with its own
hinterland., We may analyze such
phenomena in terms of socia-
lization, perceived interest and

knaw then was |
through Sin- |

economic determinism. but here, |

starkly presented, is the event
and its consequences for the
individual.
Gehan Wijeyewardena
Austrafian Natfonal University

The Left Side....
{Continued from page 12}
becomes over active; smuggling ,

over-invoicing of LC,s and
under-invoicing at the other
an_r] are methods used to keap
this market alive.

Casinos are becoming very

famous — exceeding Sri Lankan
hospitality. MNowhere else in
the world are generous servings
of expensive foreign liquor and
cigaraeties, breakfast, buffet lunch
and sumptuous dinner offered

to all their patrons — totally
free, The tribe has been domi-
ciled. Plush houses in Co-
lombo 7., permanent suites at
5 star hotels for change of beds
are perks. They mingle freely

with top politicos and the elite,
and offer handsome donations
to government sponsored move-
ments and cash prizes for sports.

Why have we permitted casino
operations indiscriminately? And
why tax free to a trade whose
moral uprightness is guestiona-
ble, when industries thalt earn
foreign exchange and generate
employment are subject to more
and more increased taxes?

The government of Sri Lanka
has acted very naively to make
a band of foreigners millicnaires
overnight. It has overlooked 1he
impact of moral degradation and
cast aside an opportunity to
amass much needed revenue
and wvaluable foreign exchange.
If casinos are to stay then they
should be located as a group
in a specially designated araa
such as an island in Bolgoda.
The casino island can even-
tually develop into —a fun ex-
travaganza with an abundance
of water sports, different cuisi-
nes, hotels, etc. The land should
be lgased and the ravenue of
all casinos, though managed by
private owners, should be con-
trolled by the government and
sizable percent be fiscal revenue.
A study could be made of the
methods adopted by other coun-
tries to ensure that the govern-
ment is not deprived of the major

earnings, and also to ensure
that the gasmblers too get a
fair deal. This revenue could
fund the Janasaviva programmd
or at least defray the major
costs.
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