LANKA

Vol. 14 No. 5 July 1, 1991 Price Rs. 7.50 Registered at GPO, Sri Lanka, QD/09/NEWS/91

POLLS IN INDIA
MURDER IN MADRAS

— Izeth Hussain
Mervyn de Silva
Jon Swain
Shekhar Gupta
Anirudhya Mitra

1931 and Lanka’s Political Culture

— Jane Russel

Poverty and debt in Pakistan

— Akmal Hussein

IPKF, TIGERS
GLADSTONE

-« 34915




f'_‘R SENF-HCHII\E RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughier and light banter gmaongst these
rural damsels who are busy sarting oul Inbacco
leal in a barn. [t is one of the hundreds of such
barns spread out in the mxl and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobecce qrows as a
lucTative cash crop and the green leaves furn to
gold... to the value of aver Rs, 250 milion or more
annually, for perhaps 143,00 rural fall

Tobacen is the industry that brings eonployment 1o
the secand highest number of people. And these
peaple are the lobacco barn awners, the lebacco
qrowsrs and those who work for tham, on the land
and in the barna.

Fer them, the lobacen leal means meaninglul wark,
a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
enough reason for laughter,

m# Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS

DON'T DICTATE SAYS
LANKA

have been told
by the &ri Lankan govern-
ment that it will not be
dictated to on domestic issues,
Some donor countries had
demanded action against cer-
tain police and military offi-
cers for human righls viola-
tions. The government’s atti-
tude in this respect was
further emphasised by a pre-
sidential speech at a public
ceremaony. President FPrema-
dasa said at the [nsuguration
of the Koggala Free Trade
Zone that providing economic
assistance did not give any-
one the right to determine
Sri Lanka’s political policies.
or to finance disruptive ele-
ments.

“We will not self our souls

Danors

to satisfy our  thunger”, he
safd.

CAUSES DIARRHOEA
Healfth  Minister Aentks

Herath tofd a WHO sponsor-
ed meeting in Colombo that
terrorism too caused diarrhoeal
diseases by forcing people
into  refugee camps., Among
the other causes fisted by the
minister; fgnorance, malnu-
trition, fnsanitary living con-
ditions, insufficient and unsafs
water supplies; also, floods,
famines, drought.

OFFICIAL'S
HOUSE A
BROTHEL

A prison official’s wife ad-
mitted in court! that she ran

a hrothel in her husband's
house in a suburb of Cofombo.
The madam and two other
women were charged and all
pleaded guilty. Among those
rounded up was one deseribed
as a “heauty queen”.

Among the  businessmen
clientefe was a rich prison
inmate, it was alleged.

NO HIKE

FPower and Energy Minister
Chandra Bandara told Parlia-
ment that no price increase
in petrol was intended by
government. Press reports of
a possible price hike, quoting
Petrofeum Corporation sources,
prompted  the statermemnt

TRAVEL CURBS
RELAXED

The Central Bank announc-
ed a [oosening of travel
restrictions. Henceforth you can
travel any number of times
abroad, within your basic
forefgn exchange allowance,

provided you do so on the
natfonal carrier  Aifrlanka.
Earlier  holiday travel was

permitted only once a year,

Business trave! allowances
and allfowances for travel abro-
ad for conferences have also
heen increased. Chairmen and
directors of public companies
going west will now get US
dollars 300 per day (South
Asfa: 200); other employees
will get 200 dollars and 150
dollars respectively.

Briefly. . . .

@ Colombo University's Vice
Chancellor Professor G. L.
Peiris complained to the police
that his life is in dangar. An
Assistant Registrar of the
university too told the palice
that a student unionist had
made the following threat: "'If
the Viee Chancellor persists
in his present course of action
he must remember that he
cannot travel by helicopter; he
must use read transport — and
at_that time we will look into
that situation”, The student
had asked the assistant regi-
strar to convey that message
to tha VC.

Refarring to recent dave-
lopments an official said that
the unjversity council had
unanimously decided to sus-
pend a student for assaulting
another; and also that the VC

had rafused to extend the
appointment of a temporary
lecturer who had allegedly

played a key role in the 1887
hostage crisis,

@ Mr GaminiJayasuriya, Pre-
sident of the Maha Baodhi
Trust said at the opening of
Anagarika Dharamapala Maha-
soya at the Kamburupitiya
Gam Udawa premisas that
the nation saluted Prasident
Premadasa for ridding the
country of vice and immoral
activities. The president had
taken bold and fearless steps,
Mr. Jayasuriya, 8 former minis-
ter said. Mr. Jayasuriva was
apparently referring [to the
recent crack-down on casinos
and jackpot parlours.
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Lessons of Terrorism: A new

Indo-Sri Lanka

Mervyn de Silva

ln an exceptionally eventful fort-
Mnight, the commentator’s first
problem is the difficulty of pic-
king the most significant — the
results of India’s tenth general
election, the aftermath of the
Gandhi assassination, the stunn-
ing suicide-bomber attack on the
1. O. C. hagrs; the newly installed
AIDME administration in Mad-
ras, Chief Minister Jayalalitha's
threat to wipe out the ‘Tiger’
menace, the EEC statement on
the Gladstone affair where the
EEC, an important dopor group,

sajd it found the expulsiom
unacceptable and  the  Sri
Lapka Human rights situation

worrying or the IMF-Warld Ban-
k's new demands for faster struc-
tural adjustment.

While some of these news items,
considered as part of a general
trend merit attention, and indeed
have been discussed in that form
in recent issues of the L. G., one’s
initial reaction is to recognise
a broad Indo-Sri Lankan context,
There are links which seem to
be part of a larger pattern of
interaction and shared signifi-
cance. If this tentative reading
is correct then we may be enter-
ing a new phase in Indo-5ri
Lankan relations that would
require revaluation and a neces-
sary re-designing of that rela-
tionship. Certainly by Sri Lanka,
the much smaller and weaker
State.

The conncctions which one
can spot at a first glance inclu-
de the LTTE and terrorism,
Tamilnadu and Sri Lanka, the
Tamilnadu government’s attitude
to the LTTE as distinct from
its position on Tamil refugees
and the guestion of Tamils in
Sri Lanka's North-East,

There are also some other
areas of common concern. Consi
der the issue of ‘Human Rights’
and the role of the Army,
Almaost the same day that former
Mational Security Minister Mr,

relationship?

Lalith Athulathmudali protested
strongly against a remark of the
Medicin Sans Frontieres spokesman
(he called the government's report
siwhitewash'™ a senior South
Block official in Delhi had thisto
say about a U.S. decision to link
US military training program for
Indizn (IMET) officers to India's
human rights performance,

Calling it an *unwarranted slur’
on the Imdian army, the official
said Indiz need not take lessons
{from anybody on human dignity,
marality, civilised behaviour ete.
It was a brusgque dismissal of
socalled American “‘conditiona-
lity™

Does this mean that India, tho
ugh beseiged on many fronts, is
determined not to take the path
followed by the Soviet Union,
the erstwhile superpower rival
that is. almost Rholding out a
begming bowl, praying for massive
US and EEC assistance? Has
Delhi decided to protect its sov-
ereignty and follow an indepen
dent foreign policy path, the ess-
ence of nonalignment, inspite
of the collapse of the concept
of ponalignment in a new uni-
polar or multipolar world? IF
that is the case, then India will
once more take the initiative
and re-define non-alignment in a
rapidly changing world.

The Opposition has preferred
to regard President Premadasa's
aggressive and persistent “Don’t
dictate to Sri Lanka" posture
as so much bluff and bluster,
Some Opposition critics have
warned of the danger of an
ajd-freeze or a cut-off if offi-
cial policy and posture are not
changed. At least for now,
however, Colombo and Delhi
appear to be on the same wave-
length.

The explosions at the JOC
hqrs and Delhi's International
Airport are the work of well-
organised terrorist groups which
by the selection of sensitive

BACKGROUND

targets are sending a simple
political message : YOU ARE
VULNERABLE, YOUR MOST
TIGHTLY SECURED AND
SENSITIVE BUILDINGS/INS-
TALLATIONS etc etec are NOT
beyond our reach, While it
is ‘inconceivable  that both
operations were carried out by
the same group, it is useful
to recall that earlier this year,
the Indian press, citing official
sources, claimed that the LTTE
had stablished links with ULFA
in Assam. There were elections
in troubled Assam and the
Congress won  most seats.
However therz were no polls
in Punjab where over 20 candi-
dates have been punned down,
It is the Sikh militants who
got to Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi's security staff  and
murdered her. Surely the Delhi
airport outrage was the work
of the Sikh terrorists, who fight
for an independent KHALISTAN
as fiercely as the *Tigers' fight
for EELAM.

Once again, a common threat
should sugeest closer coordina-
tion between Delhi and Col-
ombo. Counter-Terrorism has
been discussed in SAARC but

no agreement was reached,
partly because India pursued
its own line. The unstated

assumption always is that India
is powerful enough to be self-
reliant. Is it? The new Nara-
simgha Rao administration has
some agonmising re-appraisal
awaiting its top policy-makers.
India-Can-Go-It-Alone menta-
lity needs change as much the
‘Gang-up-against-the-Big Bully’
line of thought in neighbouring
capitals,

Meanwhile Ms, Jayalalitha,
who abandoned her polls cam-
paign in face of death threats,
13 evidently crafting a new

{Continned on page &)



NEWS BACKGROUND

The Indian Elections and the Eelam Problem

Izeth Hussain

n the aftermath of the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination and the
recent Indian elections, the
situation looks distinctly favour-
able for Sri Lanka, at least in
the short term. We can surely

expect strong Indian pressure
on the LTTE to cngage in
meaningful negotiations with

the Sri Lanka Government.
The Indian authorities are
convinced that the LTTE are
responsible for the assassination,
and Jayalalitha has been con-
vinced thal she herself has been
on the LTTE hit-list. The logical
consequence of this, irrespective
of the Indian judiciary's even-
tual decision on the assassi-
nation, should be the LTTE's
ejection from India or the in-

carceration of its members
there. At the most a mere
token presence of the LTTE

and no more, in Tamil Nadu
might be understandable. Jaya-
Inlitha's latest statement, at the
time of writing, is clear enough.
The LTTE is to be rounded
up and chucked out,

We cannot, however, be quite
sure of this outcome because
of Tamil Nadu's commitment
to the Sri Lankan Tamils. The

problem  is that ejecting or
totally incapacitating the LTTE
might be seen as tantamount

to abandoning the Sri Lankan
Tamils. It is very doubtful that
the LTTE’s rebellion can con-
tinue for long without acecess
to the Tamil Madu hinterland,
and its military defeat will
probably mean that there will
be no further accomodativeness
an the part of the Sri Lankan

Government. A political settle-
ment of a durable order may
not be possible, For this rea-
son, abandoning the LTTE
might come to be seen as
abandoning the Sri  Lankan
Tamils. We cannot be quite

sure how far the ATADMI will
go in actually punishing the
LTTE.

There is no
strength  of the
commitment

doubting the
Tamil WNadu
up to now. Since

4

1967 the DMK and the ATADME
have alternated in power in
Tamil Nadu, and both parties
have supported the LTTE while
in power, even if they were
against the LTTE while out of
power. When MGR was in
power the LTTE had hostile re-
lations with Karunanidhi, even
to the extent that Prabhakaran
once rejected Karunanidhi's
handsome donation for the
LTTE. But as soon as Karu-
nanidhi returned to power, they
became buddies again. The party
in power in Madras could not
be seen to be antagonistic to
the L'TTE because it had to
take count of the Tamil Nadu
commitment to the Sri Lankan
Tamils.

The commitment has not, how-
ever been a  total one as it
has always stopped well short
of support for separatism. Part
of the reason for this is that
despite all the commonalities
of race, language, and religion
between the Tamils of Tamil
Nadu and of Sri Lanka, they
arc not identical, and canm be
regarded as  distinct  ethnoic
groups in some senses. As these
two groups are not identical,
their interests cannot be iden-
tical at every point.

Furthermore, after the Sino-
Indian border conflict Tamil
Nadu eschewed separatism, The

Tamils were the first in India
to take to separatism, under
the leadership of the charis-

matic Ramaswamy Naicker in pre-
Independence days. But Nehru's
dccomodativeness on  linguistic
state prepared . the way for
Annadurai’s abandonment of
the DMK’s separatist programme
after the border conflict. Today
there may be four or five
small separatist groups in Tamil
Nadu, who are in collaboration
with the Waxalites, but Tamil
Madu has by and large given
up separatism. It eannot very
well support the separatism of
the LTTE.

The Tamil Wadu commitment
has been limited, but unfort-
unately strong enough to have

.authorities

allowed the Tamil militants to
break the law with shocking
impunity. Particularly shocking
was what followed the bomb
outrage at Madras Airport which
killed 29 in 1984. The suspects
who were arrested were sur-
prisingly allowed bail, which of
course they proceeded to jump.
More recently, the massacre of
the EPRLF men seem to have
been taken by the Tamil Nadu
with light-hearted
irresponsibility. A society which
condones lawlessness to  that
extent is getting adrift from its
moral moorings, and a price
has to be paid for that. It was
paid tragically by Rajiv Gandhi,
MNow the alternatives facing the

TN Government appear to be
stark. It has to incapacitate
the LTTE and having nothing

more to do  with it, allowing
the rebellion to collapse, or
pressurizing it into meaningful
pnegotiations.

In Delhi, the future of the
minority Government is pro-
blematic. It can be stable in
the short term because the par-
liamentarian will not be in a

hurry to face the hustings
again. But the horrendous pro-
blems it will have to confront
miay make it upstable, and

furthermore it may have to face
disruptive power struggles from
within the Congress ranks. For
these reasons the Government
could soon have so many pre-
occupations that it may not be
able to concentrate sufficiently,
or act decisively enough, on
the Sri Lankan problem., How-
ever, the motivation to help
solve our problem should be
strong because Rajiv Gandhi
failed so disastrously over it

The new Government may
not insist on the letter of the
Peace Accords. The one—sided

constralnts on our foreign re-
lations make the Sri Lankans
bristle.

A substitute Friendship Treaty,

the draft of which has already
proved to  be problematic, may
not be the best way of sur-



mounting the problem. Instead,
why not a reversion fo the un-
stated premise on which we had
excellent relations with India up
to 1977, which was that Sri
Lanka cannot by itselfl pose any
security threat to India but could
do so only by pgetting iogether
with an external power? A con-
vincing case for this could be
developed, if it is argued fully
and in depth.

A great deal will depend, of
course on the quality of the
Congress leadership. Contrary
to the wusual assumptions, it
might help if the leader is not
a great or redoubtable person-
age, We must remember that
after many years we succeeded
in coming to terms on the
estate Tamils with the unassum-
ing Lal Bahadur Shastri, whom
we must recognize from & Sri
Lankan perspective as one of
the finer sons of India. The
image of Naorasimha Rao seems
to be a reassuring one, more
particularly as he has consider-
able cxpertise in handling
foreign relations.

For the first time India 18
having a Tamil-speaking Dravi-
dian as its leader in Delhi.
Would it be too fanciful to
hope for something like a new
outlook, maybe something quali-
tively different, from the leader-
ship, or will it be more or less
the mix as before? We have
in mind Delhi’s rather unde-
mocratic behaviour towards the
states, and somectimes a heavy-

handedness in dealing with
some neighbours. Today Delhi
has to deploy 400,000 troops
to contain Kashmir, which per-
haps may not have become
necessary if democratic norms
had been observed by Delhi.

Kashmiri nationalism lost steam
after the break-up of Pakistan,

and it became possible for
Delhi to reach accomodation
with Sheik Abdullah in 1975,

But in the next decade the de-
mocratically elected, and popular,
government of Farook Abdullah

was dismissed with a show of
Delhi’s might which caused
outrage all over India. It is

arguable that there has been a
failure in inteprating Kashmir

into the Indian union because
of Delhi's heavy-handedpess. In
the perception of practically
all of India's neighbours as
well, Delhi, has sometimes
tended to be rather Theavy-
handed,

One wonders whether there has
been some kind of historical
conditioning behind all this
According to Romila Thapar's
History of India the wvast
Indo-Gangetic plain lent itself
more easily to large unitary
kingdoms than the southern
peninsula which was cut up into
smaller regions by mountains,
plateaux, and river valleys. Per-
haps India's leaders from the
Hindi belt were carrying the
burden of India's historic great-
ness, and may be a Dravidian
lead er in Delhi might be more
flexible in dealing with 5ri Lan-
ka's problem while being firm
with the Tamil militants.

According to some analysts
the Congress Government could
collapse in about a couple of
years, after which the BIP will
come to power. Its stunning per-
formance in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, the centre of gravity of
Indian polities, is taken as a
pointer to the future. There is
reason to believe that the BIP
may come to support a separate
state of Eelam. We have to avail
of opportunities that may be
coming up to reach a final poli-
tical seitlement over the Eelam
problem.

It may be that the LTTE has
already been under serious pres-
sure from the Indian authori-
ties, and hence the bomb at Flo-
wer Road, which may be follo-
wed by [urther exploits of sui-
cide bombers to destroy the pre-
conditions for a political settle-
ment. The LTTE, which has
appeared to want nothing less
than Eelam, may believe that
they can pgain by protracting
their struggle,

A final political settlement
has to depend partly on  the
accomodativeness of the Sri
Lankan Government, particularly

on the question of devolution
which has to be understood as
not just decentralization. It may
not be impossible to be accomo-
dative because President Pre.
madasa has only recently won
a mini-general election the legi-
timacy of which is not gues-
tioned even by the opposition
parties,

Lessons of. ..

{ Continned from page 3 )

policy on the S5ri Lankan Tamil
issue. She has publicly recog-
nised the de-siabilising effect
that the LTTE presence in Ta-
milnadu has had on social and
political life in Madras, its
environs and on large parts of
the Tamilpadu coast. Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali the former
Mational Security Minister has
said that Rajiv Gandhi may not
have died if Mrs, Indira Gandhi
had accepted the Sri Lankan
proposal for joint patrelling of
the Palk straits. Yes, closer
surveillance of the straits will
make things more dufficult for
gun-running ¢tc, But the pro-
blem has become far more of
4 mepace to Sri Lanka and
Tamilnadu than it was in 1985~
86. Effective security arrange-
ments can be introduced only
if there is the political will to
combat the terrorist menace.

As for Sri Lanka, a com-
monplace observation should
surely be accepted by us now.
If the JOC hqrs and its environs
can be reduced to robble, and
the sceme after the explosion re-
minds one of a small part of a
residential distriet after am air
raid, tightened security is by
itsell no complete answer. How
long can we evade the stark
truth?..... There is no military
gplution; not any more, anyway.

Apart from an attitudinal
change by pcople and opinion-
makers, there must now be a
restructured Indo-Sri  Lankan
relationship.



Was it an LTTE suicide squad?

A. 5. Fernando

he occupants of the vehicle

that is suspected to have
carried the powerful bomb that
exploded at Sir Ernest de Silva
Mawatha, had earlier tried to
gain access into the JOC pre-
mises, according to eye-witnesses,

They are now thought to
have been an LTTE suicide
squad. They had been seen spea-
king to the security goards at
the Sir Ermest de Silva Mawa-
tha entrance at JOC headquar-
ters — nerve centre of the coun-
try's security operations.

The blast
later. It
buildings
vehicles.

occurred minutes
shattered over 20
and several passing
The entire “suicide

squad” and the security guards
at the JOC entrance are thought
to have been killed.

Minister Lalith Athulathmudali,
whom this reporter met at the
scene, said he had been assured
that none of the children at-
tending the three big schools
close by — Thurstan, Royal and
Ladies' — was seriously affected
by the blast,

«] was away in Kalutara and
came rtushing here as soon as
I heard of the explosion”, he
said.

Minister Athulathmudali was
heard tellipg two Fforeign cor-
respondents who had spoken to
him at the scene, that it was
high time the SAARC countries
made a concerted effort to

NEWS BACKGROUND

banish terrorism from their

region for good.

“Some secm to confuse terro-
rism with fighting for human
rights., Now, see, many civili-
ans appear to have been killed
or maimed io this explosion.
Don’t these victims have human
rights? 8o is it correct to
cquate terrorist acts with figh-
ting for human rights?7" he
asked.

Minister John E. Ameratunge,
State Minister A. J. Ranasinghe,
SLFP national organiser Anura

Bandaranaike and Additional
Director General of Essential
Services,  Charitha  Ratwatte,
were among those preseot at
the scene when this reporter
visited it.

Abortive Rajiv Talks: LTTE Motive?

Jon Swain

ri Lankan police believe they

have made a breakthrough in
the hunt for Rajiv Gandhi's
assassins by identifying the
myterious suicide bomber who
killed the former Indian prime
minister and 15 onlookers.

They suspect that the woman,
whose photograph was taken
moments before the explosion,
was on unmarried Tamil mili-
tant in her mid-thirties called
Jayanthi, She was from Sri
Lanka's northern Jaffna pen-
insula. They say Jayanthi was
a hardcore member -of the Li-
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
— the Tamil Tigers — the most
fanatical of Sri Lanka’s mili-
tant groups. Suspicion focused
on the Tigers alter ths attack,
but until now there has been
no evidence.

The Sri Lankans also believe
they have found a motive for
the killing: the fajlure of sec-

ret  talks three months ago
when Gandhi met two Tamil
emissaries. The Tamils were

trying to rcbuild bridges with

)

Gandhi  after
bitterness.

Gandhi died on May 21 in
Tamil MNadu, India’s southern
Tamil state, while campaigning
in parliamentary elections, The
explosion was triggered by a
woman with plastic explosives
strapped to her back.

many years of

Indian police believe the
Tigers are responsible because
of their willingness to use
terrorism in a struggle for an
independent homeland. The
S8ri Lankan evidence was given
last weck to Vijay Karan, chief
of India’s central bureau of in-

vestigation,

In the early 1980s, Gundhi
was seen as u friend of the
Tamils, providing arms and

training for militants in south-
ern India. He was also criti-
cal of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment. But after he became
prime minister, Gandhi signed
an accord with the Sri Lankan
government designed to bring
ptace to the country. While
giving the Tamil minority con-
siderble autonomy, it denied
independence.

The Tigers rejected the agree-
ment and India sent 100,000
troops, who soon became bogged
down in a bloody war. The
Indians were finally forced to
withdraw, leaving a legacy of
hatred.

Early in March this year, twao

Tamil envoys were sent  to
Delhi to give Gandhi a letter
from Velupillai Prabhakaran,

the Tigers’ commander-in-chief.
One emissary was Kasianandan,
the Tigers, main representative
in southern India., The other
was Madesan Satyendra. Both
were from Madras, capital of
Tamil Nadu state, near where
Gandhi was killed.

The Sri Lankan security ser-
vices said Prabhakaran believed
Gandhi would be returned to
power and wanted to restore
relations. But Gandhi insisted
the Tigers renounce extremist
methods and  abide by  the
Indo-Sri Lankan peace accord,
The Sri Lankans believe the
Tigers were so angered they
hatched the murder plot.



Civil Rights Movement’s statement on

Kokadichcholai Massacre
The Civil Rights Movement “CRM, while welcoming the
of Sri Lanka is appalled at swift initial response of the

what has been officially des-
cribed as “the gruesome killing
of a large number of innocent
civilians” in the Kokadichcho-
lai area of the eastern province.

“This appears to have been
the result of the armed forces
going on a retaliatory rampage
after the killing of three of
their number in a lapnd mine
blast. Whereas army sources
are reported to place eivilian
deaths at 52, members of par-
liament of the area report the
death toll at over 150, and also

that a large number of house
have been destroyed. The press
further reports that hundreds
of civilians are fleeing from

their homes in the area,.

government to take the matter
seriously, promise an indepen-
dent inquiry, and order quick
relief to the injured and be-
reaved, stresses the importance
of these measures been imple-
mented quickly and effectively.

“It also stresses the import-
ance of giving humanitarian
organisations such as Medicins
Sans Frontiercs, the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
cross, and the UN high com-
mission for refugees, who have
demonstrated their commitment
to serve the people of our coun-
try at the risk of their own
lives, all facilities and protec-
tion to perform their human-
itarian work effectively.

Education Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali said
he was shocked to read in
the press that the leader of
the MSF (the French saukya-
dana outfit operating in the
northern war zone) in 3ri
Lanka had thought it fit to
say that the report of the
commission appointed to in-
guire into the shooting inci-
dent in which MSF person-
nel were injured was a “whits
wash''. The minister said that
he took strong objection to
the judicial process in Sri
Lanka being condemned in
this mannear.

Could a Sri Lankan go to
another country and call a
Commission of [nguiry report
a “white wash", the minister
gaid.

Mr Dinesh Gunawar-
dena (MEP Colombo District)
said that trade unions had
been banned under the State
of Emergency and workers
rights were being sippressed.
He said that the Emergency

IN PARLIAMENT |

should be lifted except in the
Morth and East, where it was
required.

The MP said that a large
number of youths were being
detained without being char-
ged; they should be brought
to trial or released.

Mr 0. H. M. Ashraff
{SLMC Digamadulla District)
said that hundreds of Muslims |
had been killed in Kattankudy,
Saddam Hussein wvillage in
Eravurm Akkaraipattu, Muttur
and Kinniya. Muslims had be- |
come ‘‘pelitical slaves” as a
result of the Indo Lanka acco-
rd, he said; the 33 per cent
Muslims in the Eastern pro-
vince had been reduced to
17 per cent after the Accord.

Thousands of muslims
ware driven out of Jaffna and
Mannar too, the MP said.
And every day twenty to
twenty five Sinhalese soldiers
were being killed by terrorists,
he said.

fAlsa see page 14)

NEWS BACKGROUND

«CRM futher emphasiscs the
importance of looking into the
upderlying reason and causes
for such events, which have
taken place right from the be-
ginning of the escalation of
violence in our country in the
early 1980s. There is no doubt
that the resort to retaliatory
violence by the forces of the
state, whatever the provocation
from cruel and extremist oppo-
sition violence, whether this be
in the north or the south, only
makes more inexorable the
spiral of violence from which
we must extricate ourselves if
we are to lay the foundations
for a peaceful and democratic
society in which people of all
communities are secure.’,

LETTER
Whither Etymology

Tamil being my native topguc,
I wish to acknowledge that I
goofed in not differentiating
between ‘wither’ and ‘whither’
(LG, May 15). 1 should say that I
also underestimated your pen-
chant for bringing archaic words
back into popular currency. To
satisfy my curiosity, I checked
the unabridesed Oxford English
Dictionary  (Oxford University
Press; 1987, Compact Edition,
volume 2). You have stated in
your ‘note’ to my letter, only
one interpretation of whither;
«To what place?’. In p. 3767;
just above this meaning, it is
also stated, “Now, in all sen-
ses, only archaic or literary™.
The first set of definitions given
for ‘whither’ in the same page
states, *a violent or impetuous
movement, a rush; @ blast or
gust of wind; a guivering move-
ment, a tremble; a rushing or
whizzing sound; fig. an access
or attack of illness”.

I felt comfortable that the
usage, ‘‘an access or attack of
illness” does not differ much
in context of what I have mis-
interpreted for ‘*wither’, in re-
levance to parliamentary de-
mocracy.

Sachi Sri Kantha
Maote by Editor:

Wither Sachi &ri Kantha? Satisfied
Sachi?



ASSASSINATION PROBE

Fitting the Pieces

Shekhar Gupta with Anand
Viswanathan and Kavitha Shety

ever in the history of the
Nsub:untiucnt has manhunt
of such magnitude been launched.
Mearly 200 of India’s best detec-
tives, forensic and explosives
experts have been working 20-
hour days, for weeks, to solve
one of the most complex mur-
der jigsaws in recent decades.

With the claws of the cons-
piracy spread across interna-
tional waters, clues have not
come by easily — the CBJ] even
approached Interpol for help
in the investigation — leading
to widespread speculation in
the media, which either caused
confusion or fouled up progress
through premature leaks. Mud-
dying the waters further, politi-
cians have been flinging wild
accusations and heaping blame
on all kinds of groups — from
Israel's Mossad to the CIA, the
DMEK and the BIP,

Yet behind the commotion,
the Special Investigation Team
set up by the CBI was engaged
in chasing up hundreds of leads
every day. The progress has
been slow. Bul last fortnight,
as vital clues surfaced in Madras,
Colombo and Vavuniya (in nor-
thern Sri Lanka), the needle of
suspicion seemed to point firmly
to Jafina, confirming the handi-
work of the LTTE. The crime
displayed the hallmarks of an
LTTE operation: a suicide squad
and cutouts to wipe out the
trails. The killings of Mahatma
Gandhi and Mrs Gandhi were
comparatively simpler as the
police got at least one cons-
pirator aljve,

INVESTIGATION
Identification by Elimination

Malligai. The stately building
en Greenways Road in  south
Madras is the hub of the man-
hunt, Everything about Case
Mo, 329/91 registered at -*Sri-
perumbulder is unprecedented:
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the manner of killing, the reward
offered and the composition
and quality of the team assembled:

So is the method of igvesti-
Bation, the life-blood of which
are the three telephone lines
that keep buzzing, A dozen CIB
officials man 839067, 839001 and
839227 throughout the day. Each
day brings in about a hundred
calls. Eight hundred kilometres
south of Madras, in Colombo
another half a dozen telephone
linesare manned with the sameal-
acrity. Every new lead. ‘‘even
a fraction of a milimetre” of
evidence, has S, K. Dutta, addi-
tional director of the CBI,
stayiog in Room- 759 at
Samudra hotel, spring into action
despite his broken ankle.

In this game, no quarters are

being given, no holds barred.
At India’s behest, nearly three
dozen men from the People’s

Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE), jailed in the
Maldives for involvement in the

attempted coup, were released
last week, armed and sent to
north-east Sri Lanka to join

40-odd armed EPRLF men to
hunt for clues, Both PLOTE
and EPRLF, once strong Tamil
separatist organisations, have
reason to hate the LTTE, which
all but wiped them out in
fratricidal battles.

The business is boring, not
quite the way crimes are solved
in thrillers. “Since none of us
is Perry Mason, we are aApproa-
ching this the hard way™, says
an investigator. Each call Js
followed up as a potential lead,
By mnightfall, 99 per cent are
routinely eliminated, But there
was  enough substance in  the
investigations for a top official
to cautiously declare: “We may
announce something soon. Keep
your finpers crossed.”

Taj-

“ONE-EYED JACK"
The First Breakthrough

As often happens in complica-
ted crimes, the first real break-
through seems to be coming
from a lead which was initially
ignored as being of no conse-
quence. When the investigators
released the first pictures of the
alleged assassin — the woman
carrying the bomb, flanked by
Latha Kannan and her daughter
Kokila, both Congress workers
— they had deliberately cut out
of the frame the short, stocky,
bespectacled and kurta—pyjama-
clad man sporting a gold chain
and a writing pad. It was only
later, when the investigators
realised he wasn’t a journalist,
that the picture was given
A _closer scrutiny. Enlargements
of small sections of the kurta,
using specialised cameras, sho-
wed a tell-tale bulge, indicating
that he too was wearing some-
thing, presumably another belt-
bomb, on his body,

Soona lowly LTTE functionary,
who was on a routine supply
run to the Tamil Nadu coast,
and picked up near Nagapat-
tinam, identified the fourth man
as a key LTTE operative. He
was known as One-Eyed Jack
as one of his eyes, damaged in
an explosion, had been replaced
with a glass prosthesis.

Immediately there was a puzz
among the Culombo-based anti-
LTTE Tamil circles as well,
Sitharthan, chief of the politi-
cal wing of PLOTE, confirmed
that one of his aides, Bahu,
who had been in the IPKF's
custody in Vavuniva, remembered
seeing a onc-eyed man fitting
the description in the camp-
Babu, however, told INDIA TO.
DAY in Colombo that he had
heard the man had died while
leading an LTTE attack, But



information came in from else-
where as well and the investi-
gators seemed reasonably con-
vinced that the fourth man was
none other than Raghuappa alias
Mathimagan. It is still unclear
which one is the real name
and which one the nom de guerre,
the warrior’s pseudonym. But
he is believed to have had a
hand in the killing of EPRLF’s
K. Padmanabha in Madras and
was thought to be planning to
kill Perumal, the EPRLF chief
currently hiding in the anony-
mity of Dandakaranya forests
in Madhya DPradesh.

But the lead could dry up.
What if the man has reached
Jalfna, taking advantage of the
first 48 hours of confusion?
The coast is less than a six-hour
drive from Sriperumbudur and
the Tigers' speedboats could zip
him to Jaffina and safety in
less thanm two hours. Knowing
that he is one of the very few
survivors able to unravel what
could otherwise prove to be an
cternal mystery, the LTTE will
liguidate him. Such is the CBI's
desperation that K, Karthikeyan,
the inspector general heading
the team, even offered to go to
Jafina himself to pursue the
lead, only to be told by the
Sri Lankan authorities that they
did not wish to be **an accessory
to his murder".

GIRL ON THE BICYCLE
The Key to the Mystery
With only a dismembered head

and three limbs to work on,
the investigators have had a
hard time trying to identify

the woman who combined Ka-
mikaze motivation with a high-
level of training. But this piece
of the puzzle also seems to be
falling into place. Some members
of PLOTE, including a mother
and her dauphter once picked
up by the LTTE claim that
thev were interrogated in YVavu-
niya by the woman fitting the
description of the human bomb,
Other operatives from the EPRLF
and PLOTE have also confirmed
that she was seen in Vavuniya,
riding a Dbicycle, the name
Nalayani emblazoned on its
mudguard. Other names thrown
up in the investigation are Sha-

lini, Shuloo and Thanu which
could all be pseudonyms. She
was believed to be a member
of the LTTE's suicide wing
called Shadow.

Immediately the investigators
were scouring the group photo-
graphs of the LTTE women's
wing, released by the Tigers'
propaganda machinery, as well
as those in possession of the
IPKF. Forensic and explosives
experts picked up hundreds of
the minutest pieces of her de-
nim belt over a week-long wva-
cuum-cleaning of the site and
pieced together almost all of
its fromt, ncluding the white
detonator wire and the electric
wire connecting it to the tog-
gle-type twin switch. The stecl
pellets were apparently bought
from a hardware store — iden-
tified as those wused to grind
paints,

The absence of ear-rings from
the head was no mystery as
these had been removed during
the post-mortem and now
are part of the case property.
The bhindi that is seenm on the
dead woman's forehead but
not in the picture taken mi-
nutes before the blast is ascri-
bed to a different camera an-
gle. Another discovery is that
the bag seen slung on  her
shoulder before the blast, is seen
hapging from Latha Kannan's
body, indicating that she had
given it to her thus suggesting
a degres of familiarity.

Given the confusion imme-
diately after the blast, the CBI
is fortunate that the pieces of
her body are still in fairly
good shape. Imitially they had
been stuffed into a gunny bag
and left in a corner of the
morgue with nothing but a few
chunks of ice thrown over them.
A few more hours' delay and
the body would have rotien
completely, wiping out any
traces of valuable evidence.

At Madras Medical College,
dental surgeons have established
her age to be 25 years. Since
her left hand has been found,
the entire palm has been finger-
printed. But investigators have
not had much luck with the
finger-print . records of Sri

Lankan Tamil militants -pre
pared in 1986 when MGR had

decided to arrest them in a
sWoop,
THE FREE-LANCE
PHOTOGRAFPHER
An expendable cut-out?
Three weeks ago this little,
rundown house in the Madras
suburb of West Saidapet was
just another nondescript dwel-

ling. Few people trod the rocky

incline that let to the hD'usle
from the road. Today, this
house is the focus of world

media attention. Every Saidapet
urchin knows Haribabu’s house,.
In a room on a shelf is a framed
photograph of Haribubu facing
a colour photograph of Rajiv.
Haribubu, 23, who said he'd be
a famous photographer one day,
became famous all right if only
in death The sequence of cight
pictures from his Pentex, bor-
rowed from a photographer called
Ravi Shapkar, who is now being
interrogated by the CBI, givong
the only lead to the assassins
My Babu was innocesnt, some
people have led him into this."
says his mother, Rukmini.

Investigators think she may
be both right and wrong. Hari-
babu, they say, was definitely
mixed up with “LTTE types".
It is possible that he was un-
aware of the intentions of his
LTTE accomplices but the more
acceptable theory mow is that
he was am active accomplice
and perhaps could not get away
in time. It is clear that he
was closely associated with 5.
Bhagyanathan, the  printing
press owner arrested as one of
the alleged conspirators., But
why take pictures that provide
such wital evidence to the SIT?
Whatever the reason, the provi-
dential survival of his camera
was a podscnd for the SIT —
purticularly as the video of the
last moments did not reveal
much.

The SIT socurces say that with
the new discoveries it 1s possible
to make a reasonable reconst-
ruction of the crime. The Kurta-
pyjma-clad man used Haribabu
a5 his cover while the woman
assassin exploited her proximity
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to Latha Kannan and her daugh-
ter —known to local Congressmen
— to break the inner cordon.
If the security cordon had been
maintained as it should have
been, the bomb would never
have got past a metal detector.
The major mystery now is the
LTTE’'S motive, particulary after
reports that it had re-established
links with Rajiv.

KASI ANANDHAN
Peace messenger
or red herring?

In the Sri Lapkan Tamil
cireles Kasi Anandhan was never
taken seriously as a political
figure, A former member of
the TULF and now on the
LTTE'S central committee, he
was famous for what he did
best: writting rabble-rousing
poetry. An cxample is the
expression Italian - Parsi Killing
Force for the IPKF.

It was a bit surprising fora
key member of the family
owning The Hindu group of
newspapers that Anandhan came
forward, seeking help to meet
Indian political leaders, on behalf
of the LTTE to rebuild bridges
with India. Rajiv readily agreed.
I. K. Gujral refused to meet
him. His attempts to approach
the BIP on the pretext that
Hindu temples were being demo-
lished by the Sri Lankan Army
in Jaffna too were discouraged.
He only met Rajiv on March

3. What transpired is contro-

versial.,

The pro-LTTE view is that
Rajiv was sympathetic, conveyed
his “fraternal greetings’® to
Velupillai Pirabhakaran and as-
ked him to continue his struggle,
Since the meeting went off as
well, could the LTTE have
killed him? Ceongress(I) sources
say it is more likely that Rajiv
explained the position taken by
his party in its manifesto, that
the Tamils should be prepared
to live within Sri Lanka but
with great autonomy. Sri Lankan
government sSpokesman  assert
that their deputy high commis
sioner in new Delhi ran into
Rajiv at a function on March
10 and, talking about Ranjan
Wijeratne's assassination, Rajiv
said it had to be the handiwork
of the LTTE “who are a teach-
erous bunch of people”. The
deputy high commissioner shot
off a cable to Fereign Secrctary
Bernard Tilakratne in Colombo
{cable no. 222 of March 10)
recounting the conversation, I
the meeting had indeed gone
so well, would Rajiv have used

such words for the LTTE,
especially while talking to a
Lankan diplomat?

LTTE'S MOTVIES

Eve on the future
Indian  investigators share
the Sri Lankan officals’ wview
that the Anandhan visit was

a red herring. Partly to throw

The Conspiracy

Rajiv off-guard and partly to
secure plausible deniability after
the assassination. If the LTTE
was indeed behind the killing,
the truth may not even be
known to Anandhan himself as
he too may have been used as
a cut-out genuinely believing
that he was on a peace mission
to build bridges, assuming that
Rajiv would be returning to
power after the elections.

Analysts, including Sri Lankan
Tamils, say the LTTE could
have a twin motive. One, that
Prabahakaran had felt humilia-
ted when Rajiv invited him to
Delhi in 1987, and put him
virtually wunder house arrest
until he signed the peace accord’
‘““He has to be taught a lesson."
he is believed to have told an
associate, More pressing than
vengernce, however, could he
the LTTE idecologues’ calculation
that Eelam would not be possi-
ble as long as India stayed
united, Rajiv Gandhi have see-

med to them the only leader
with a trans-Vindhyas appeal,
capable of keeping the south

and the north of India together,
and thus a long-term impedi-
ment to Eelam. His absence
could help them exploit ethnic
sympathies in Tamil Nadu., The
short-term damage—loss of sym-
pathy would then be mare than
offset by the long-term gains
from the assassination, thus
sealing Rajiv's fate.
(INDIA TODAY)

Startling Breakthrough

Anirudhya Mitra

P'ecv:s of the complex jig-
saw began falling into place
with the arrest of §. Bhagya-
nathan, 25, owner of a prin-
ting press called BPL Allrouud
Stationers, Letters, Press and Bin-
ds and his mother Padma, 49, in
Madras.  They were charged
with harbouring the key cons-
pirators, including the  human
bomb, now identified as Shalinj
alias Shalu alias Thanu, mem-
ber of the LTTE suicide squad
Shadow.

10

Detectives say at least nine
accomplices have been identj-
fied: Thanu and the kurta py-
jama-clad man now also known
to have the alias of Siviarasan,
Haribabu, Nalini and Subha,
Bhagyanathan, Padma and two
others,

The breakthrough came when
Ravi Shankar, the freelance
photographer from whom Hari-
babu is said to have borrowed
the camera, revealed to the CRI
that Shudham Photo Agency in

Madras was the hub of LTTE
activity in Madras,

By grilling Shubha Sundaram
the agency proprietor, detectives
were able to reach Bhagyanathan.
It was discovered that the
press owned by Bhagyanathan
wis actually under benami owner-
ship, the real proprietor being
Balasubramaniam alias Baby, a
close aide or Pirabhakaran,
Not surprisingly it was prin-
ting LTTE literature, The de-
tectives also established that:

 Contimned on page 12)



LTTE

Cyanide Warriors

his Tiger got his first taste

of blood at the age of 19, On
July 27, 1973 Velupillai Pirabha-
karap levelled his pgun at A.
Duraiappa, the Tamil mayor of
Jaffna and shot to kill, begin-
ning one of the most remark-
able careers in the internationol
history of guerrilla warfare.
This led to the evolution of a
millitant organisation  whose
10,000 odd armed members swear
loyalty to none else than their
commander, a wisc old veteran
at 37, and prefer to swallow
cyanide rather than be taken
captive,

Born in a fisherman's family
of the backward Karaivarar caste
in Velvettithurai, widely known
as the smugglers’ village in Jaffos
peninsula, Pirabhakaran  was
brought up on a steady dose of
stories about the glory of Tamil
history and so impressed was
he, that later he often compared
himself to the legendary Chola
king, Karikalan, At. 16, he drop-
ped out of school to launch his
Tamil New Tigers (TNT). The
choice of that acronym was. to
prove prophetic as the Tigers
grew to become the most con-
summate explosives experts in
the shadowy world of interna-
tional tcrrorism.

From TNT to RDX has been
a chequered history for the
Tigers. In the quest for supre-
macy that began nearly cight
years ago, Pirabhakaran’s men
have devoured the frontling lea-
dership of all the other major
Tamil guerrila groups to emerge
the unchallenged rulers of the
Jaffna peninsula barring a few
enclaves that still remain under
the Sri Lankan Army.

The Tigers' high motivation
is baffling, since the movement
lacks religious or ideological
content. In fact much of the
initial inspiration for separatism
came from Christian- pastors in
a Hindu majority ethnic group:

On ideology, Tamil groups which
began as leftists, have shown
an amaziogly practical ambi-

dexterity., Former Sri Lankan
defence minister Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, who led a bloody

war against the LTTE, ascribes
it to Pirabhakaran's elfective
articulation of Naangal Tamilar
(We are Tamil) kind of pride.
His personal charisma and mys-
tique has convinced cadres of
the wultimate inevilability of
Eelam.

Pirabhakaran picks his recruits
young, predominantly in the
12-13 range. These children are
already aware of hardship and
the atrocities of Sti Lankan
soldiers. Training completed by
an oath of personal loyalty to
Pirabhakaran and the gift of a
cyanide capsule to the new
guerrilla on his behalf. The
credo of the Pirabhakaran cult
is not death-or-glory. It seems
to be death-and-glory. Less than
three months ago some LTTE
boys rammed a truck loaded
with explosives into the 8ri
Lankan Army camp at Man-
kulam, paving the way to a
total Tiger victory. The first
suicide attack was reported in
1984 when puerrillas in a jeep
loaded with explosives drove
into the Chavakacheri police
station near Jaffna, killing 29.

Pirabhakaran has been publi-
city shy and has rarely opened
up to researchers or journalists.
But supposedly he opted for
the cyanide cult in 1974 when
Sivakumaran, a young Tamil
activist, became the first to
swallow poison rather than be
arrested. Glorification of death
became the LTTE’s credo from
then on, building up today in-
to the cadres’ rather casual
attitude to death — the enemy’s
or their own.

The 3,000-strong women's wing
is equally motivated. Skilled
in close combat, they form a

part of the LTTE’s suicide squad,
the Black Tigers. Adele Bala-
singham, 41, the Australian wife
of LTTE ideclogue Anton, is
the unofficial head of the
women'c wing. She also edits

the official LTTE organ, Foice
of Tigers.

The LTTE works io tight
horizontal compartments with

very few veritical links and thus
little is koown about its struc-
ture and operations. The fact
that almost all its senior lea-
ders including Pirabhakaran hail
from Velvettithurai has led to
the group being branded as a
‘mafia’ set-up by rivals,

Though the LTTE has a cen-
tral committee, Pirabhakaran de-
pends largely on a small group
of close associates [or consul-
tation. Some of these asso-
ciates like <*Baby'' Subramaniam,
who is the rebels’ main emis-
sary in Tamil Nadu, have made
valuable contacts with groups
like the chauvinistic Dravidar
Kazhagam, are hardly known
outside, Dissent i3 silenced
brutally, often with a bullet in
the head. It is said to have
recently killed *“Senkathit’, a
central committee member.

The
from
rackets,

money for arms comes
drug smuggling, havala

extortions and dona-
tions from expatriate Tamils.
The LTTE is even known to
run a henami shipping line with
at least three fair-sized ships.
Arms are often bought in Eu-
rope, through Taiwan or Hong-
Kong-based traders, then ship-
ped to Singapore where bills of
loading and containers are chan-
ged and are then trapsferred to
smaller boats on high seas near
Sri Lanka.

Investigations conducted by
Interpol last year revealed that
80 per cent of the Sri Lankan
pationals sent to jail abroad
for drug-trafficking are reported
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to be  Tamils. The Washing-
ton Post and Bogota’s Spanish
paper El-Tiempo first busted the
Tigers' links with Colombia’s
notorious Medellin Cartell. In
return for helping the cartel by
pushing dope in Europe, the
LTTE’s men were to be trained
at a millitary tactics school in
Antigua, in the Caribbean. The

trainer was none else than a
retired Isracli Army Colonel
Yayir Klein. In By Way of

Deception, Mossad renegade Vie-
tor Ostrovsky has admirted to
the Israelis training both the
Sri Lankan security forces and
the Tigers. According to him,
deadly use of land mines was
taught to the Tigers by the
[sraclis,

In the peniusula the Tigers
collect taxes as any government
would. The also

riise maoney
by running the most elaborate
havala racket. A majority of

the lakhs of Sri Lankan Tamils
spread the world over prefer
to send money through LTTE
contacts. The LTTE keep the
foreign exchange, delivering the
equivalent in rupees back home.
Lately there have also been
complaints of extortion from
expatriate Tamils. Last year the
Danish police unearthed an ex-
tortion campaign in  which
lakhs of dollars were collected
from terrified Tamils by the
LTTE men operating from the
the Danish town of Sturer. But
as a rival group leader admit-
ted prudgingly: “Organisation-
ally, they are clean. No drink-
ing, no smoking no womanising

and no embezziement. You de-
viate, you die.’”
At quite another level, the

cult of the Tigers would never
come into being but for the
insensitivity and atrocities of an
utterly racist Colombo Govern-
ment. For more than a decade
now, Sri Lankan forces have
behaved like a mob. The har-
assment  of the population
peaked this year with the Gov-
crnment’s  imposition of an
economic blokcade of the pen-
insula.  Petroleum products,
batteries, candles, electricity,
medicines — even sanitary “nap-
kin — are not allowed in the
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region in the hope of breaking
the Tamils’ will. Supplies get
in only through a network of
bicycle-borne  smugglers from
the Sinhala mainland and boat-
men from the Indian coast.

Last week, petrol was selling

at Rs 8300 per litre in Jaffna,
To humiliate the Tamils, the
Sri Lankan Air force has rout-
inely rained barrels full of
human {excreta from Chinese-
made Y-12 transport aircraft
over Jaffna. No wonder there
is mo dearth of new recruits to
the ranks of the LTTE perceived
to be the only saviour of the
Tamils.

But now, the LTTE fac=s a
different challenge. Two decades
of strife have forced nearly 40
per cent of all the Tamil popu-
lation in the peninsula to leave,
either for India, or Colombo,
or the West. And LTTE is
running out of manpower. *It's
desperate for the LTTE, TIts like
fish watching water run out of

their pond,” says Colombo- |
based analyst. The Tigers are
trying to thwart the outflow. |

Sometimes by force. Sometimes
simply by putting a Rs 2,000

*“foreign travel tax', But with
little success.
Conventional wisdom would

suggesl that the tipers would
see the inevitability of a settle-
ment and move towards it. But
no, the LTTE is striken with
an internal dynamics
compromise. Each time there
is_ such talk protest are rajsed:
“Did so many thousands of our
Tamils die in vain?"' The LTTE
is an organisation held hostage
to death.

Also to its top leadership's
belief that Eelam, ultimately, is
just a matter of time.

grave answer to a recenl quest-
ion on way the Tigers were
continuning to fizht while it
caused such hardships to fellow

Tamils. He said: “We are not
thinking about fellow Tamils
now. We are thinking of the

next generation.'
(INDIA TODAY )

against |

What |
else would explain Balasingham’s |

Startling . . .
(Continued fram page 10)

* The assassin and Raghu alias
Shivarasan had stayed in Bhag-
yanathan's  Vilivakkam house
for 40 days.

* Two other accomplices, Subha
and Nalini, whose photograph
has now been released, had also
stayed in the same house.
Their names cropped up during
interrogation of other suspects
and Bhagyanathan recognised
them from a picture of the
crowd taken by Haribabo.

* The suspects
Tirupati in a
Bhagyanathan.
* Haribabu's
more than coincidental, The
ten frames in his roll have
obviously been shot to keep a

record of the killing — an LTTE
practice.

* Ravi Shankar's wedding album
showed the presence of Bhagya-
nathan, MNalini and some other
LTTE contacts. He also used
to go to Colombo to stay with
his girlfriend Leels,

About 35 people have been
held by SIT for questioning.
This includes Madhur Nayakam,

had gone to
car  hired by

involvement was

a lawyer and an LTTE sup-
porter from Trichy. Tt is sus-
pected that two persons had

informed him of the success of
the operation and that some-
one  might

come to him for
medical treatment,
Another key discovery was

from the examination of two
unexploded grenades left be-
hind at the site of the killing
of EPRLF chief K. Padmanabha
in Madras. The grenades con-
tained RDX of C4 grade was
presumably from the same lot
as the one used at Sriperum-
budur. Tt pointed to a com-
mon hand — the LTTE.

Investigators say the arrest
of Subha and WNalini and per-
haps even the so-called one-
eved jack is a matter of time.
But the establishment of the
motive and the involvement of
LTTE high command will still
be complicated.



IPKF

Vicious Experience

here is a story the Sri Lankan

Army officers recount often.
A Lankan colonel, in a conversa-
tion with ano IPKF major, cau-
tioned him against the LTTE
expertise with mines and explo-
gives. The major brushed aside
the fears saying the Indian Army
had the experience of Nagaland
and Mizoram. “But the problem
is, each one of the Tamils you
are fighting here has A-levels in
science,” said the Sri Lankan.
Next week, after three Indian
vehicles had been blown up by
the Tigers using improvised ex-
plosive devices, the IPKF sent
for the Lankan colonel for
advice.

No army that suffered 4,000
casualties in 8 low-intensity con-
flict in two vears will ever for-
get the experience. Even today
the lessons of Sri Lanka are
being taught at training Schools,

The Tigers' remarkable exper
tise with explosives was the first
revelation — it was later calcula-
ted that 60 per cent of casual-
ties had been through mines and
explosive boobytraps. The Tigers
had mined approaches to Jaffna
and the network showed tactical
and technological ingenuity.

First of all, the mines mainly
consisted of plastic explosive
stuffed inside plastic jerrycans,
sometimes even hollowed trunks
of coconut-palms. As an [PKF
veteran recalls: “*There was not
a4 shred of metal fo buzz a metal
detector,”™ Yet there was so much
explosive that it sent 13-tonne
turrets of T-72 tapks flying away.

The LTTE had perfected the
technique of manually blasting

the mines. Often they would
wait till half of the convoy
had passed, or till™ the only

armourcd wvehicle in & column

nearby house,

reached the mine, The mine
was then detonated by simply
switching on the power by ao
LTTE operative waiting in =&
The mines were
connected with intricate net-
works of electric wires to houses
sometimes up to a kilometre
away, making it impossible for
the IPKF to either track the
LTTE men or to defuse the
mine before it expoloded. Simil-
arly, horse-shoe-shaped anti-per-
sonnel Claymore mines were
buried in walls of houses along

the probable routes of army
movement, These too were blas-

ted by an LTTE pguerrilla sit-
ting at a safe distance. An
officer of the Gorkha Regiment
remembers secing his colleague,

Major Anil Deepak Gardner,
getting his entire leg blown
away by a Claymore. A senior
officer recalls: «*We tried our
damnedest but there was no
answer to the mines. Finally

we just decided to disconnect
electricity in the entire peninsula.
The casualties went down
immediately™.

But it was impossible to keep
the power off for ever and the
Tigers played a bloody game of
wits with the IPKF. They obser-
ved that befors crossing a
culvert the IPKF columns always
sent out @ squad to look ben-
eath it for mines. Theyv began
to mine the aproaches to the
underside of the culvert. Freg-
uently they scratched out the
milestones to confuse the IPKF
columns not familiar with the
region. A clever trick, it often

lured the squad commander, or
perhaps the only tamil speaker

in the patrol to
the milestone for

walk up to
closer look

only to find a mine blow in
his face. This would leave the
patrol without its officer or

interpreter.

Officers remember how shrewed
the LTTE snipers had in pick-
ing out officers from among the
IPKF columns, an art apparently
taught to them by none other
than Indian Army trainers in
the days of the India~LTTE honey-
moon.  Now, offcers recall,
it was time for them to take pre-
cautions; not wearing rank bad-
ges, sporting slouch hats, carry-
ing heavy back-packs. Yet when
the Tigers could not the spot offi-
cer they picked out the radio-
man always promient because of
the antenna. LTTE strapped sni-
per chairs under the erowns of
tall Tecoconut plam trees and a
single sniper sitting on it could
hold up a whole column for days,
firing one-odd shot every once
in a while to kill a soldier while
the rest searched in wvain for
him or, in sheer anger,
blasted the daylights out of a
nearby village., “We fought the
Nagas and the Mizos and the
Sikhs in the Golden Temple. But
none matched the Tigers in their
viciousness, guile and daring,”
says an infantry veteran. No offi-
cer involved in the first round of
fighting can forget the tragedy
of: Major A. A, Verghess, the
only Tamil speaker in an infan-
try regiment who walked into
a house full of panicky women
to comfort them. An old woman
pulled out a pistol and shot
him. From then on, the Indian
Army learnt never to take women
lightly in north-eastern  Sri
Lanka.
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IN PARLIAMENT

War to win hearts of Tamils lost

Anura Bandaranaike (SLFP-
Gampaha District) winding up the
debate on behalf of the opposi-
tion said the predictions and
expectations of the povernment
had turned out to be a damp
squib.

He said 90 per cent of the
territory particularly in the Norih
was stil] in the hands of the
LTTE. The question being as-
ked was whether the LTTE could
be tamed. The more pessimistic
question was whether we were

losing the war. The LTTE was
one of the brillianily organised
and well armed guerrilla groups.

Mr. Bandaranaike =aid the
“London Observer” had called
the- LTTE *‘one¢ of the maost
efficient killing machines in the
world"

He said the war to win the
hearts and minds of the Tamil
people had been lost.

The government had a habit
of ‘acting in fits and starts. It

Several Tamils

Leader of the Honse Ranil
Wickremasinghe winding up the
debite on the motion to extend
emergency regulations told parlia-

ment that several Tamils had
been arrested in conpection of
with  the assassination State
Minister for Defence; Ranjan

Wijeratne and they were now
under interrogation.

He said that investigations
carried out so far pointed to
LTTE involvement in the killing.
According to a report from SSP
Godfrey Gunasekera of the CBD
Headquarters, a Toyota Hiace
van had been used in the atiack.
Explosives placed inside the vehi-
cle had been activated when
Mr. Wijeratne's car was passing,

He noted that in the assassin-
ation of Rajiv Gandhi the avail-
ability of photographs helped
investigators. A camera used to
photograph  the meeting was
found intact,

The Minister said there was
no politics  involved in  the
removal of Arjuna Ranatunga
from captaincy of the Sri Lanka
cricket team, “The decision to
remove him was not taken by
anybody here. The Minister did
not interfere as tbhere was no
mala fide”. he said.

Referring to the Kokkadicholai
massacre, he said that he also
accompained the Prime Minister
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— Anura
has & bad dream in the night
and acts in the morning,
He said the government had

a record of paying the fines of
police officers punished for viol-
ating human rights and giving
them promotions.

A commission had been appoin-
ted to probe into the Kokkadi-
cholai massacre and it was hoped
that the government will act on
the findings of that report. Since
1977 there had been commissions
and commissions but the reports
were not implemented;

arrested over Ranjan’s killing

to that village and spoke to
army and police officers. The
observations in that regard were
submitted to the : President.
Mr. Jayalath also submitted a
report to the President,

He said that 16 army person-
nel from the Kokkadicholai
camp had been removed to
Batticaloa awaiting investigation.
There were different versions as
to what took place. The villa-
gers spoke to the Prime Minister
during the visit, The number of
deaths was 67. The investigation
wis continuing.

Mr. Wickremasinghe noted
that the government held talks
with the LTTE, but they were
not successful. Was the govern-
ment to be blamed? No stone
was left unturned and a genuine
effort was made to
prablem, The SLFP
to talk to the LTTE.

also tried

He said there hard been some
progress since last year where
the war against the LTTE was
concerned. There were  still
areas particularly in the North
which were still under LTTE

solve the

— Ranil

control. The strategy was being
prepared to rout the LTTE.

He said the APC had its
benefits, It was not a uscless
exercise. Thedialogue was being
kept going.

He added that Mr. Bradman
Weerakoon did not hold talks
in the North. He the Minister
asked what was bad with a
federal solution to the crisis.

Such a proposal had been
forwarded and it was being
examined. What was wrong with
that? This was a crucial time
for Sri Lapka. This was not
the time to engage in communal
politics.

Speaker M. H. Mohamed:

“Parliament can play a more
significant part in finding a
political solution. All the par-
ties are here and all are keen
in finding a solution. We can
make use of Parliament to find
a solution. We must consider
this™,



Gladstone affair and human rights

Foreign Minister Mr. Harold
Herat told Parliament that there
was no link whatever between
the expulsion of former British
High Commissioner David Glads-
tone and his  “self-styled
crusade on human rights™.

The minister made this state-
ment in response to a question
by Mr, H. R. Piyasirl (UNP -
Matara District) whether there
was any connection between the
expulsion and human rights in
relation to a statement made
in the British Commons by
Foreign Office Under—Secretary,
Mark Lennox-Boyd.

Mr, Plyasiri said:

We understand that Mr. Mark
Lennox-Boyd, Under Secretary
of State in the British Foreign
Office has stated in the House
of Commons that the expulsion
of Mr. David Gladstone on 29th
May was motivated by what
was describded as the desire to
stifle criticism on Sri1 Lanka's
unsatisfactory  human rights
record.

The minister has already dealt
with this question in Parliament,

could the minister give more
details.
Mr. Herat

Mr. Lennox-Boyd has referred

to what he describes as Sri
Lanka’s “‘unsatisfactory record”
on human rights. No country
is free of problems. Sri Lanka
is no exception. Nor, unfort-
unately, the United Kingdom
itself. Many of ocur problems
have been ecaused by factors
beyond the control of  the
government. Several democra-
tically elected governments are
battling against the menace of
terrorism. As a democratic and
open society we do not seek to
conceal either our problems or
the constraints we face in dealing
with them.

We have therefore explained
the situation in Sri Lanka at

the United Mations, In fact the
Human Rights Commission has
chosen pot to present a resol-
ution against us,

In recognition of our bona-
fides Sri Lanka has been
nominated to membership of the
UN Sub-commission on Human
Rights from lst January 1992,
We have also permitted the
ICRC to operate in Sri Lanka
and its reports on the situation
in Sri Lanka are submitted to
the government. We have also
several mechanisms such as the
Task Force on Human Righis
which keeps members of the
diplomatic corps in Colombo
informed in detail about all
the actions we are taking in
this [ield.

In fact, even Ammnesty loter-
national has been permitted to
visit Sri Lanka and a team is
currently having discussions not
only with government officials
and ministers, but also with
private organisations and indivi-
duals. This process continues

IN PARLIAMENT

— Herat

and we are quite open and
honest about it,

I therefore think that it is in-
accurate to say that we have
reacted against Mr. Gladstone
because he raised questions of
human rights with the govern-
ment. It is not only Mr. Glad-
stone, but other heads of missions
in Sri Lanka have also been
discussing the human rights
situation with the government,
The government has always given
them a hearing and taken what
measures the governmeni consi-
ders necessary where a justifiable
complaint is made. Therelore,
there is absolutely no link bet-
ween the expulsion of Mr.
Gladstone and his self-styled
crusade on human rights.

May I take this opportunity to
reiterate that throughout this
matler the government has made
every effort to ensure that the
traditonally friendly relations
that have existed over the years
between Sri Lanka and Britain
arc not stained by the repgret-
table personal conduet of an
individual diplomat,

Efmy hold only

Anvruddhe  Ratwatte (SLFP
Mational List) said the peace
talks broke down about an year
back and the country was under
the emergency law. The armed
conflict with the LTTE had
gone on for that period of time,
The media, especially the state-
controlled news media had been
claiming successes at the battle
front but the army had been
able to haold only a small portion

of the north for this length
of time.
Since the state media was

claiming victories in the front
the armed forces had bzen made
to look foolish.

Therefore in fairness to the
bravery of the soldjers, who
were sacrificing their lives the

government should appraise the
public of the factual position in
the front. Mr. Ratwatte said.

part of north
— Anuruddha

The MP said about two
thousand members of the armed
forces and the police had laid
down their lives at the front,
A large number of families of
service personnel who had died
at the front were not paid
compensation. The government
should not allow the families
of those brave people to suffer,
he noted,

He said that Presidential Advi-
sor Bradman Weerakoon had
told the press that there was a
possibility of resuming talks
with the LTTE and the details
of such a move were not be-
fore the Parliament.

‘Mr. Ratwatte, requested the
Minister of State for Defence
to inform the house regarding
talks with the LTTE.
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SRlI LANKA

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
POLITICAL CULTURE 1931-1991

by Dr. .-jana R ussel

he topic of the lecture is
Tthe development of political
culture in Sri Lanka: this is &
topic that I have chosen for a
number of reasons — the main
one being that I am trying to
write a book on the subject
and as [ am not a full time
academic, it goes along by fits
and starts: A lecture such as
thiz provokes a fit of aetivity
and I have in you, a learned
and mainly Sri Lanka audience,
the perfect ping-pong table for
me to try out my googliest
shots, if I may mix my spor-
ting metaphors so horribly.

The concept of political culture
has fascinated me for a number
of wears, ever sioce [ came
across Pye and Verba's book on
“Comparative Political Culture'.
For lapsed liberal-marxists like
mysclf (am  ex-card-carrying
member of the Oxford University
Labor Club), it seemed a way
out of the impasse that polili-
cal analysis had got itself into
in trying to describe the beha-
vior of political groups and
nations according to grand im-
personal theories, which although
stunning in scope and design,
seemed to bear in the end little
relation to life as it is actually
lived by bhuman beings in the
environment provided by our
much-abused, longsuffering, dar-
ling little planet.

1 was reading Trotsky's «Li-
terature and Revolution” yester-
day: it's a remarkable book,
written in 1923 when Trotsky
was still Minister of War in
Soviet Russia, and T can recom-
med it to anyonme who wants
to see what it was that indeed
shook the world in 1917, but I
must agree with the unpnamed
critic of the “*New York World"
who is guoted on the book cover
as observing that *This is a
book of brilliant dialectic over
which ripples a fierce humor,

and through which shines a
generous love for a human race,
none of the members of which
are yet born". Nor ever will be,

But if marxist-leninism or
any other of its sects, Trots-
kyism or Maoism, are now dis-
credited doctrines, liberalism too
secms to have played out its
hand., Tt's ecmply and tired;
Keynes versus self-sacrifice and
idealism: materialism  versus
spiritualism: consumption versus

investment, These arguments
have been discussed endlessly
and with what result?: utter

boredom on behalf of the par-
ticipants in the debate and in
the end, a gentlemen’s agreement
to disagree because finally it all
comes down to a question of
taste.

But the idea of political
culture came like a fresh breeze
into this aridity, for it seemed
to open up new ways of look-
ing at societies that while allo-
wing a unpiversal approach. at
the same time related political
behaviar to the truly human:
to being born, growing up, being
educated, falling in Tove, getting
married, pursuing a4 career, rais-
ing a family, working, growing

old and dying — the six apes
of Shakespeare’s Man., Or to
put it in classical terms: the

concept of political culture ap-
peard to link the macrocosm
with the microcosm in a way
that a medievalist like Leonardo
da Vinei would have understood.

Defining political culture is
not so easy. And there are
probably some of you who would
firmly deny the existence of
such concept but, if you will
bear with me for the next [ifty
—~five minutes, perhaps we can
nail this jelly to the wall long
epough to gain some insight
into the unigue nature of the
polity called Sri Lapka and by

association (and aided perhaps
by prayers) we may be able to
shed some light on present-day
problems.

Political culture is a loose
term: some might even think of

it as down-right hazy, though
in that respect it is no worse
than liberalism. But its loose-

ness leads to a flexibility which
can be liberating. Political thin-
kers are no longer constrained
by the strait jacket of political
and economic institutions that
19th century analysts considered
to be the dominant factors gov-
erning society. Marx, Bagehot,
Action and Lenin all had one
thing in common: & pre-occu-
pation with the formal structures
of state power. Tt was as if
the societies they looked at
reflected the monolithic machi-
nes they saw around them — the
turbines and locomotives that
drove the industrial revolution
had been somehow subsumed
into the Leviathan State that
resembled an engine with levers
and gears. It was just a matter
of finding the correct means of
operating these levers and hey
presto! one had learnt how to
manipulate the state fora given

end. Not that these thinkers
were wrong for their time: most
19th century industrial states,

with their vast pool of a power-
less proletariat, an overfed and
overdressed bourgeousie, illite-
rate peasantries and  decaying
lapdowning classes, must have
seemed as monstrous and inhu-
man as the first traction engines.

But for the 20th century thin-
ker, the mechanical has given
way to the electronic. Sydney
Verba has deseribed political
culture as *‘the spirit of the
polity”. If he'd been less Socra-
tic and omore science-fiction
minded, he might have called
it “the ghost in the machine.”
Mot that Socrates would have
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entertained either concept, pro-

bably. <“Speciosity"” is what I
can hear Socrates exclaim in
my inner ear and  Socrates

is right to utter warnings aga-
inst the beautiful and showy
which may lead us nowhere.
As with a new generation of
wcomputer, one must fread caun-
tiously and carry a Big Manual,
for here we are dealing with
sophisticated and scnsitive res-
ponses within a society akin to
the mechanisms of the human
hrain. At the frontiers of this
novel form of political analysis,
it is easy for the woolly-minded
to fall prey to making the vague,
even bogus, sort of pgeneraliza-
tions that render all serious
discussion spurious,

Between the Scylla of 19th
century  formalism  and  the
Charybdis of 20th century mysti-
fication, it is vital to steer by
the doctrine with most Sri Lan-
kans would instantly recognize
as that of the Middle Path.
This is how I shall try to pro-
ceed: with success, you must be
the judge.

My initial step is to define
political culture in terms I can
understand as “the psyche of
any given sovereign or mpation
—state”, What I mean by this
is that a political culture com-

prises all those characteristics
-institutional, intellectual and
cultural — that correspond  to

the physical, mental and emotio.
nal planes of the human psyche
or consciousness. And it is by
the cluster of characteristics
that any one sovereign or nation-
state is individuated and thereby
differentiated from any other.

T have divided states into the
categories of  sovereign  and
of nation states because there
are sovereign states which ip-
clude or enclose within them
nation-states — for examble Kur-
distan, Eelam, Khalistan, Pales-
tine, Protestant Ireland, the
Baltic Republics, Quebec and
so on — which are not sovereign
states and may never become
sovereign states, but as nation-
states have sufTiciently well-de-
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veloped identities within the
present time-frame to merit dis-
cussion of their political cultures
on their own merits.

_ The characteristics which cons-

titute the “nama-rupa”™ of any
political entity at any piven
time are wvirtually infinite. If I
was to try and list them all,
it would occupy the whole
lecture. But 1 feel I must
attempt some kind of itemiza-
tion in order to give credibitity
to my argument and I would
ask you to bear with me through
it. First of course, there is the
name, and as we shall discover,
this in itself is a moveahle
feast. Then there are the unchan-
geable factors, such as geogra-
phical location, size, climate,
terrain and mineral resources,
In particular, it would be im-
portant fo note whether the state
is an island, big or small, or
a peninsula, landlocked or sub-
continental, as this is a critical
factor in the development of a
political culture. In passing 1
would point out that islands
situated close to continents —
Japan, Cuba, Madagascar, Sri
Lanka, BPBritain —to a lesser
extent, islands adjacent to larger
states — Sicily, Corsica, and Cyp-
rus — have ome vital factor in
common: 4 need to delimit the
influence emanating from the
large neighbor and so protect
or balance the autochthonous
culture on the one hand while
resisting the temptation to create
an impervious, crab=like shell
against all external influence,
such as created by Japan in the
18th century, on the other,

Once the state is firmly pla-
ced on the world map, it is
necessary to look at the culture
proper: the lanpuage, its antece-
dents and development, its lite-
rary or oral traditions: whether
there is more than one language,
or a whole group of languapes,
their roots and interrelations:
Then the religion or religions:
the type... whether monopoly
or atheistic; monastic or other-
wise, exclusive or missionary:
Then the family or tribal system
and its rclation to other lateral
groups like caste or c¢lass and

to hierarchical structures like
educational institutions, both for-
mal and informal, and in the
latter area, we must not over-
look nursery rhymes, fairy stories
and children’s games — the sce-
mingly trivial but symbolic ex-
pression of values that deeply
mark the psyche at an age
when it cannot defend itself.

This leads us to the traditions
of the society: how deeply
embedded is the tradition? Is
there 2 Greater and Lesser Tra-
dition? What are the myths
andf/or history of the political
group? What is its attitude to
the life and death cycle, to
man's place in nature and the
environment, which leads into
the question of diet —is it
vegetarian or cannibalistic or
something in between? What
are the dietary taboos and from
this, what are the sexual or
social taboos? What is the society’s
attitude to hygiene? to time? to
scientific investigation? What is
the mode or modes of dress,
of ornamentation, hairstyle: what
are the differences that mark
the sexes in these areas? Are
there differences? What are the
rates connected with birth, pu-
berty, marriage, 1llness and
death? But to these questions,
which are familiar to students
of anthropelogy, we must relate
those factors more normally
associated with socio-economic
analysts — such as birth and
death rates, population growth,
density and ape structures: the
literacy rate, banking penetra-
tion rate, availability and acces-
sibility of media, transport and
communication networks and then
the mix of the economy proper,
before we embark on a dissec-
tion of the superstructure of
the polity.

However, within this interme-
diate area, T would also include
fields of study that the more
orthodox sociologist might consi-
der the preserves of the market
researcher, sports commentator,
art critic and criminologist.
Whether it is the shadowy areas
where the “white' economy or
formal political process meets
the cxtra-legal, the underworld,



or the identification of sports
stars as role-models or the
advertising campaign as an arbi-
ter of status or social mobility,
there is almost no topic which
does not become prist to  the
political cultural mill.

Finally of course we come to
the relatively safe haven of the
political institution: parliaments
parties and pressure groups are
easily recognizable institutions,
within the constitutional frame-
work, competing for the spoils
of power. But there are besides
the formal, organized groupings,
informal and relatively disor-
ganized groups which must also
be looked at — the fraternities
for example — as well as those
groups, like terrorist organiza-
tions which, while highly
organized, operate outside the
constitutional system. These,
plus the icons of establishement
identity such as national flags,
anthems, holidays, heroes and
public decorations and awards,
all merit consideration in a full
investigation of a political cul-
ture: to reiterate my watchphrase-
‘Tread cautiously and carry a
Big manual’,

But if T had to compress the
definition of political culture
into a nutshell, [ would say
that it is the system of beliefs
that hold a sovereign state
together long enough to enable
a public identity to arise suffi-
cient to give form to the name.

Having arrived at a reasonably
satisfactory definition, the next
guestion is how can onc begin
the investigation, or more truly,
how can one prepare for a
beginning? First, by asking the
kind of questions that might
help develop the more [ruitful
sort of curiosity: for iostance,
why do some nations at ecertain
periods develop with amazing
rapidity and feel driven to
conquer and impose their will
upon other peoples, yet at others
subside into placid stability and
at others become obsessed with
internal pre-occupations or de-
encrate into civil war?

Researching into the rise and
fall of nation-states, empires

and political cultures across the
globe and across time, in the
manner of Toynbee's #Study of
History®, can be instructive in
clarifying one's ideas. But cau-
tion is again required: atiem-
pting to classily nations at a
particular stape of their life
cycle according to some Dar-
winian scale of evolution cdn
lead todangerous generalizations.
Toynbee was a historical genius,
but he made elementary mis—
takes. Heclassified, for example,
both the Theravada Buddhist
and Shi’a Islamic cultures as
fossilized: that is that these cult-
ures were not just dormant but
stone-dead, extinct, incapable of
revival or resurrection in any
form. He was wrong by about
half & century.

Then given such an infinite,
one might say plastic, field of
inquiry, narrowing one's option
becomes essential, 1f one wants
to rerain health and sanity, 1
have set two dates as the limits
of my inguiry: 1931 and 1991.
What I shall try to do is to
take a snapshot of the political
landscape in Sri Lanka in 1931
and compare it to the political
landscape of today. Or to be
more precise as data s often
sketchy, [ shall attempt an ar-
tist's impression’ the thumb-nail
sketchs., and thereby hope to
delineate the more. salient feat-
ures of the landscape, isolating
those that have been continuous
and those that have changed
bevond recognition,

1 choose 193] because it marks
a watershed: an abrupt departure
from the earlier period, Why?
Simply because this was the
year that universal franchise with
a secret ballot was introduced
into Sri Lanka. It was so
introduced partly by way of
experiment, an experiment which
over the next four decades was
to be tried in some form or
other in every newly-emergent
sovereign nation and which has
still to be tried out in several
ex-colonial sovereign states, the
most glaring example of which
has to be South Africa.

However, to begin at the
beginning — with the name. In

1931 the island which lies to
the south-east tip of the sub-
continent of India was univer-
sally known as ‘Ceylon’: ‘British
Ceylon’, presumably to mark it
off from ‘Dutch Ceylon', and
sometimes as ‘The Crown Colony
of Ceylon' or if waxing lyrical,
'‘The Premier Crown Colony of
Ceylon’, (It may be noted that
the last British Crown Colony,
Hong Kong, is about to re-enter
China’s orbit withoot the prin-
ciple of universal franchise ever
having been applied))

The word ‘Ceylon’ is an angli-
cization derived via the portu-
guese ‘Ceilao” from the sanskrit
word ‘Simala’ which is equivalent
to *Sinhala’ or “of the lion
race’’. “The Ceylonese’ states
Chambers 20th Century Dictio-

nary “are the Sinhalese™, and
“‘the Sinhalese’ it defines as
““the most numerous of the

peoples of Ceylon". Intrigued
by this, 1 looked up “Tamils"
and discovered that they are
“members of a people speaking
a Dravidian language, Tamil,
who can be found in south-
east India, north, eastand central
Ceylon”. And in this contra-
diction in 1931 terminology,
whereby on the one hand there
is Ceylon, island of the Sinhalese
and on the other, a Tamil-speak-
ing people who appear to have
spread themselves outward from
south-east India into northern,
eastern and central Ceylon, we
have pinpointed the central
dilemma of 199],

But curiously enough, the name
of the island in 1991 is no
longer Ceylon, but 8ri Lanka,
a change effected by the left-
oriented United Front povern-
ment in 1972, WNeither *Sri’ nor
‘Lanka rate a mention in
Chambers so I appealed for help
to a Sinhala lexicographer and

was told that ‘Lanka’ comes
from a longer sanskrit word
meaning ‘resplendent” and *Sri

Lanka' therelore can be roughly
translated as ‘beautiful land’.
‘Lanka® was the traditional name
by which the island was known
in myths and epics of the sub-
continent: Lanka is5 the home

19



of King Ravana, the anti-hero

of the Ramayana,

A change has therefore beepn
effected and it is a change
which places the island more
firmly within the ambit of the
sub-continent and seeks to emph-
asize the relation of the island’s
people to their cultural and
racial roots in India. It would
superticially scem to suggest
that a more accommodative
attitude by the Sinhalese has been
brovght to bear with regard to
peoples who have retained a
strong affiliation with **Mother
India,” like the Jaffna or up-
country Tamils. But not so:
rather the reverse appears to
have occured (I use the word
tappears’ advisedly) and the rea-
son is the change in the power
balance from 1931 to today.

In 1931, British Ceylon was
protected against any unwarran-
ted interference from British India
by the Colonial Office in Lon-
don, Ceylon was virtually co-
cooned by the Colonial Office
for over & ceptury: hence its
‘Premier Crown Colony' tag, and
the C. O. mandarins being the
most conservative of British
bureaucrats, it might have stayed
in that unreal world for several
decades more had it not been
for the formation of the first
Labor Party government (a mino-
rity government made possible
by the back-bench support of
the Liberals) in 1927 and the
appointment of the redoubtable
Sydney Webb, later Lord Pass-
field and the nearest thing to
a Trotsky ever produced by the
British political system, as Minis-
ter in charge of Colonies. It
was a serendipitous coincidence
that Webb should arrive at the
C. 0. just as the good burghers
of Ceylon {and [ mean by that
the class, not the communal
group), the 4% of the population
who were enfranchised according
to the very restrictive educational
and property qualifications then
in- force, had sent off one of
their many memorials, more
pious hopes than anything else,
requesting an inch or two more
of Home Rule. Webb's reply,
a Constitutional Commigsion
under Lord Donoughmore, arri-
ved in 1928 and in 1929 recom-
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mended universal franchise as
the solution to the island’s
pelitical ills and in 1931 it
was implemented,

It 15 difficult to say who was
more shocked — Ceylon’s 4% or
the Colonial Office. And I may
add that the colonial adminis-
trations inm France and the
Netherlands almost howled in
disbelief when it was announced.
“Mob rule based on a bi-sexual
electorate”, yelled the gutter
press in London: “*Unprecedent
non  pareil’’, murmured the
Echo de paris, shaking its head
wonderingly. But it marked the
beginning of the end for ‘British’

Ceylc_m, and because of the
relative success of the secret
ballot and wuniverssl franchise

prineciple, it paved the way for
the end of all British (and other
European) imperial possessions
and protectorates. Thus British
Ceylon and British India re-
emerged as soveregin states in
1947 and it became immediately
cbyvious to the discriminating
that the power balance between
India and Ceylon had swung
entirely in India’s direction.

The disenfranchisement of the
Indian or Up-conutry Tamils
and the subsequent creation of
half a million stateless persons
in 1949 was a knee-jerk reac-
tion by the Ceylon Parliament
to this radical change in the
power balance. The fact that
India had its own problems on
its notthern borders with Pakis-
tap and China and the rise of
the Mon-Aligned movement with
its Article concerning the mutual
non-interference  of sovereign
states, enabled India and Cey-
lon to arrive at a relatively
stable relationship, characterized
by a #“Loku Aiya and Podi malli®
attitude. And so it might have
remained had not the rise of
Tamil onpationalism in Tamil
MNad in South India and the
Jaffoa peninsula in northern
Sri Lanka de-stabilized the
stinations,

S0 we have today, in 1991,
a scenario where Sri Lanka,
while voluntarily and overtly
acknowledging in its very name

its inalienable Indian connec-

tion, has had that conpection
rammed forcibly down its
throat by the Indo-Lanka

Peace Accord of 1987 and the
subsequent two year sojourn of
a goodly portion of the Indian
Army on its soil.

However, the change of name
does denote @ more accommoda-
tive attitude where the Up-coun-
try Tamils, known Fformerly as
the Indian Tamils, are concer-
ned. They have been re-admit-
ted to citizenship and voting
rights, (those that remain that
is after the large-scale repatria-
tion programs of the sixties and
and seventies) after a lapse of
four decades. That this problem
which seemed virtually intracta-
ble in the 1950°s should have
relatively amicably resolved by
1990 speaks powerfully for the
cssentially plastic nature of the
Sri Lankan political culture, The
fact that the headlines are full
of battles between the Tigers
and the Sri Lankan armed for-
ces should not blind us to the
quiet, ongoing processes that are
making people’s daily lives in
other areas more acceptable.

Having dealt at length with
MName and touched on foreigno
policy in the rush, to use a Sin-
glism, I shall get on to Form.
And I shall start with popula-
tion.

As with most other islands
close to continents or large coun-
tries and directly on shipping
(ie. wind) routes, Sri Lanka has
a heterogeneous population. In
1931, it was just over five milli-
on. Im 1991, it is over sixteen
million, In 1871, it was two and
& half million, With the bene-
fit of some elementary mathe-
matics, one can see that in the
six decades from 1871 to 193],
the population doubled. Partly
this is explained by the lowering
of the death rate consequent on
the artificially stimulated eco-
nomy but mainly it was due to
the significant drop in infant
and pregnant-mother mortality
rates and, last but most import-
anly, to the influx into central
Ceylon of hundreds of thousands



of Indian Tamils to work on
the British estates.

In 1931 there were 700,000
Indian Tamils in Ceylon 100,000
more than the Ceylon Tamils,
(the name by which the com-
munity who had been settled in
northern and eastern Sri Lanka
for centuries, if not millennia,
were called by the British and
themselves to distinguish their
community from the newcomers).
In 1931 Indian Tamils made up
almost 13% of the total popu-
lation; today it is about 6%
Here we have isolated the pro-
foundest change in the popula-
tion mix in the last sixty years
and it's a change as dramatic
as that which the British brought
about by its whole-sale trans-
portation of alien Tamil peo-
ples into the Sinhalese high-
lands over the preceding six
decades, Perhaps some balance
has now been struck and this
long-running sore on the body
politic of Sri Lanka will heal
itself. It should be noted, how-
ever, that if the people of the
provinces of Uva, Sabaragamuwa
and the Central Province some-
times betray a shell-shocked psly
chosis, it is due in no smal-
way to the myopic greed of the
British planting community and
its collaborators in the colonial
administration who considered
the re-location of whole popula-
tion perfectly acceptable in pur-
suit of the quick guinea.

However, even with the for-
ced or voluntary repatriation of
over half the Up-country Tamil
community, there has still been
a trebling of the population base
since 1931, Whereas there was
approximately one acre of agri-
cultural land per adult at the
turn of the century, there is now
about a quarter of an acre. It
now becomes obvious why colo-
nization schemes should have
become such an issue in the
politics of Ceylon (and SriLan-
ka) from 1931 onwards. For it
was not just the Sinhalese lea-
ders who dreamed of tanks and
vast irrigation schemes in 1931;
the Jaffnz Tamils too were sket-
ching out colonization programs
in the Wanni for their surplus
populations. The pressure on

land was certain to bring about
a clash of intercsts between these
two communities unless some
early accommodation could be
reached regarding the commu-
nal distribution of Crown lands.

In 1991 we must report that
no accommodation was reached
and colonization by the Sinha-
lese in certain parts of the
Eastern and MNorth-Central Pro-
vinees remains one of the bloodi-
est  issues on the Sri Lankan
political agenda. It is a pity
that s0 many innocent farming
families have had to have been
massacred to underline the point

that this issue remains fatally
outstanding,
The other most significant

indicator of chasge in the po-
pulation from 1931 to 1991 is
the baby and youth *“bulge’.

In 1931 the population of
Ceylon was, relatively—speaking,

naturally staggered; i.e. gently
pyramidal. Today, there is a
prominent bulge in the 135-33

age group, followed by a lesser
bulge in the lower group. The
present population structure re-
sembles St. Exupery’s python
who has eaten a top hat — un-
comfortable to look at and to
live with.

Mot that this phenomenon is
unique to Sri Lanka nor to
this period in world history.
On the contrary, I would argue
that Britain in the mid-19th
century, Italy in the period
after the 1st world war, Ger-
many from the late 19th century
and Russain cities in the last
two deeades of Imperial Russia
would show populations with
a higher than normal propor-
tion of young people. Such a
population structure is unba-
lanced, prone to instability and
the adoption of messianic creeds.
The young are by nature puri-
tanical and extremist. They
look for panaceas,..an enod fo
all their ills now! They despise
syncretism and characterize
compromise as shobby double-
dealing. There is much in what
they say and a strong dash of
youthful idealism is neccessary
to leaven the dull, conservative
consensus that the middle-aged

and the late middle-aged would

like to have us cease tampe-
ring with, but it is nececssary
to balance youthful miranda

and the dreams of utopia with
the credenda of a rational work-
aday reality,

Matching the wupmatcheable
aspirations of wyoung Sri Lan-
kans (and [ am here reminded
of the title of a report pre-
pared by a notable group of
academics led by Professor
Dudley Seers which was con-
sidered an influential document
when I first arrived to study
in Sri Lanka in 1973) is and
has been the most urgent pro-
blem facing decision-makers
since the early sixties, when the
bulge first began to make it-
self known. Whether the ap-
proach is right or left-oriented,
the most important fact from
the decision-makers’ point of
view is that solutions should
be provided with all possible
speed, and speed (as the saying
goes) ‘is of the dewvil’. Marry
in haste, repent at leisurc: take
decisions in haste and you'll
need all the luck on your side
if they're to be the right ones!
Decision-makers feel more and

more oppressed by circums-
tances Dbeyond their control
and they respond by clamping

down on all forms of dissent
or criticism, be it comstructive
or destructive, just to give them-
selves the luxury of breathing
space.

We can report in 1991 that
the State of Emergency that
was first imposed in Ceylon
for a few days in the run-up
to the 1947 election by D. S.
Senanayake has been in almost
continuous operation since the
late sixties, under governments
of every different possible hue
and his being debated again
in Parliament this evening. But
to end this particular phase of

the discussion on a happier
note, Iet me say that by the
vear 2025, all being well, the

bulge should have ironed itself
out. And there we must allow
future generations to draw their
awn conclusions.

fA B, C.I &, Lecture)
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ELECTIONS — 7997 (Part 1)

(Democrat)
TABLE I
Total Votes Received by Each Political Party at the
Local Government Elections of May, 11, 1991
District LU.N.E. 5.L.E.P. LSSP SLMP SLMC SLPF MEP NSSP SLCFP BNP CWC Ind.l Ind. T Imd.IIT
Colombo 348534 157954 —_ 26324 10873 — 50844 13356 — — — 113222 — —
Gampaha 322120 275880 1182 19128 3748 — — 2253 — — —_— 19153 — —
Kalutara 189681 162582 7089 13044 3T50 0 — 3108 T55 == — —_ 21406 2674 —
Kandy 263992 161320 1172 Q9T 12226 — 738 1435 — 1606 — G755 G4 —
Matale 94746 44820 - 7126 4309 — T 1970 — - =i 10274 — -
Kurunegala 289580 209892 — 23577 6509 — 1615 45319 — 0155 — o744 = LT
Mowara Eliva | 71586 59329 —_ 0i3 1065 — — 1650 — 4581 59294 24174 BOT 06
Galle 195004 153565 —_ 22168 1853 — 2387 4485 — —_ — 13658 —-- —
Matara 137720 101520 == 2758 200 — 1134 — o912 — e 16357 — —
Hambantota 23070 BET07 - 1836 L = 3352 s — — —_ 4803 — -
Putttalam 122101 74578 s = 5278 — = 2539 — — — 14248 — —
Anuradhapura 137470  E9503 — aeeT 12 — 553 660 — 4343 — 39— ==
Polonnaruwa 61273 49295 — 2323 319 — — — - - — 1081 — =
Badulla 174322 83478 — 4025 1644 — 379 2493 — 2201 - 4802 BRI —
Moneragaln 685871 47076 — 258 = — — = — = = = IQ4TE = B
Ratnapura 170823 137632 5568 4830 - _— 15 12998 12029 — - 5398 - —_—
Kegalle 171142 93382 28363 2119 3944 1551 — 523 — —_ — 11623 — —
TABLE 2
Total Registered Voters, Total Polled,
Total Valid Votes and Total Rejected Votes

Totnl polled asn~ Total Rejected us a
District Total Repistered Total Polled Total Valid Total Rejected % of total reg % of total palled
Colombao 1,177887 TEGTOT 130147 56560 66.8 7.2
Gampaha 960266 694321 643204 1057 733 7.4
Kalutara G0l 755 444624 404997 39627 7B.9 8.9
Kandy GE1910 SOS076 459814 49262 T4.7 a7
Matale 236143 183250 163245 20005 77.6 10,9
Kurunegala 23270 610812 544611 56201 742 9.2
Muwara Eliya 336820 255081 215415 Jonos T5.7 14.4
Galle 599524 442379 403542 33837 73.8 8.8
Matara 467337 321133 290601 30532 68,7 9.5
Hambantota 308224 214138 192369 21789 69.3 10.2
Puttalam 341856 242865 223531 19334 T71.0 E.O
Anuradhapura 360811 273910 2498438 240062 75.9 5.8
Polonnaruwa 177708 129939 114492 14437 716 11.2
Badulla 397322 313350 274220 39130 8.9 12.5
Moneragala 172407 135735 115352 16383 157 12.1
Ratnapura 505054 393105 349893 43212 T1.8 11.0
Fegalle 469214 344514 312649 31865 73.4 8.2

(To be Continued)
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PAKISTAN (2)
The GCrisis of

Akmal Hussein

n the context of development,
government in Pakistan are up
against a crisis that has four
features:

i} Economic growth has been
associated with poverty, and in
some argas growing  poverty.
Almost 40 percent of the people
are unable to consume 2100
calories a day per person. There
has been impressive GNP growth
(5.5 percent annual growth rate
during the Avyub period. 6,5
percent during the Zia regims,
and just over 5 percent during
the brief tenure of the Benazir
Bhutto government). Yet, after
43 vyears, a substantial propor-
tion of the population remains
deprived of even the minimum
conditions of human existence
As much as 64 psrcent of the
population does not have access
over pipad dinking water. (The
percentage without ‘safe’drinkrng
water is probably larger since
piped drinking water frequently
carries bacteria). The housing
situation is so bad that B1 per-
cent of the housing units have
on average 1.7 rooms which are
inhabited by on averags 7 per-

sons. Finally, the literacy rate
of 28 percent is amongst the
lowest in the world. The stan-

dards of those few who maks
it to college are spiralling down
at a dizzying pace.

The overall consequence of
these featuras is a growing pres-
sure on a fragile democratic
polity. A significant section of
the population perceives that
there is nothing in this growth
process for them, which is a
factor in the resurgence of sub-
national groups. Consequently,
a new conflict may be emerging
between centralized state stru-
ctures and a polarized polity,
which is associated with a hei-
ghtened level of violence in so-
ciaty.

Development

ii) The second element in
the crisis is the rapld urbaniz-
ation rate. In Pakistan, it is
estimated that at current trands
the urban population will doubls
over the next decade, and what
iz worse, it is likely to be con-
centrated in large cities. Given
the prohibitive cost of providing
basic services in large cities,
and the financial squeeze on
government, a growing proport-
ion of the wrban population
would be deprived of even mini-
mum civic services. Thus, the
parcentage of urban population
living in unserviced localities
{called Katchi Abadis) is expect-
ed to increase fram 25 percent
today to 65 percent by the end
of this century.”” The level of
social stress and associated vio-
lence may become difficult for
any future government to handle.
Thus, policies for slowing down
the urbanizarion rate, and incre-
ased investments in basic servi-
ces is an imperative of sustain-
able development.

iii} The third element of the
existing development process is
rising debt. With existing levels
of indebtedness, and government
expenditure on unproductive pur-
poses, an attempt to substanti-
ally accelerate G N P growth
could land Pakistan into an in-
tolerable debt servicing burden.
Latin America can be quoted as
an example of what can happen
when high growth rates ars
attempted with high levels of
debt. For example, the total debt
in just four Latin American
countries { Argentina, Brazil,
Mexico and Venezuela) was un-
til recently over LSS 282 billion.
Their debt constitutes two thirds
of the outstanding loans of Banks
to all developing countries. When
debt servicing burdens in Latin
America rose, the creditors pla-
ced a sagueeze which slowed
down GNP growth to a point

whare real per capital income
actually dsclined in some cases.

In Fakistan, the situation to-
day is not as acute asin Latin
America. Yet, debt servicing as
a percentage of foreign exch-
ange earning is already 25 per
cent. An alarmed IMF has placed
a credit squeeze which is al-
ready slowing down tha GNP
growth rate in Pakistan,

ivl The fourth feature of the
development crisis is the rapid
erosion of the natural resource
base : The depletion of forests.
desertification resulting from soil
erosion and salinity, the rising
toxicity levels of rivers due to
untreated disposal of industrial
effluents, and also rising levels
of air pollution are not only
making present life hazardous,
but limiting the possibility of
getting out of the poverty trap
in the future.

Failure to devisa a strategy that
could come to grips with this
development crisis has been an
important factor in social pola-
rization and the resultant diffi-
culty in strengthening democratic
institutions, particularly a demo-
cratic culture. Tha deepening
of this economic and social crisis
presents a challenge of gover-
nance to the thres centres of
power that purport to govern :
The civilian political elite (throu-
gh parliament and its executiva
authority), the bureaucracy and
the military. One of the factors
that may well determine the rala-
tive power that each of these
protaganists is able to wield may
depend on the effectiveness with
which it can provide solutions
to this crisis. In the ensuing
Section 11, we will examing how
the balance of power within the
state structure has shifted from
the bureaucracy towards the
military.
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Il. THE CHANGING INTER-
NAL BALANCE IN THE
STRUCTURE OF STATE
POWER

The changing relationship bat-
ween the millitary and bureau-
cracy, the two vital elements of
the state apparatus in Pakistan,
can be understood in the context
of three analytically distinct but
interactive  processes, (Thesa
processes were conditioned by
the dynamics of Pakistan's se-
curity environment and its foreign
policy priorities, particularly the
nature of its relationship with
the United States).

iy Changes in the Internal
sociology of the military and bure-
aucracy associated with changes
in the social origins of officers
in these two institutions res-
pectively,

iiy Changes in the professio-
nal quality of officers and the
internal cohesion of the instituti-
ons.

iii) The balance of power bet-
ween the state apparatus on the
one hand, and the institutions
in civil society such as parlia-
ment, political parties, media and
various fora of public expraes-
sion, on the other.

In this Section, we will ex-
amine how these three proces-
ses influenced the dynamics with-
in and between the bureaucracy
and the military respectively.

COver tha |last three decades the
social origing of both the bure-
aucracy and the army have shif-
ted from the landed elite to a
wider base in the urban middle
strata and the burgeoning class

of rural capitalist farmers. Th-
latter cless did include scions
of some of the former feudal
landlords who had transformed
themselves into capitalist farm-
ers following the “Green Revolu-
tion” in the late 1960's, when
the HYV made owner cultivation
with hired labour an economi-
cally attractive wventurse. How-
ever, these capitalist farmers also
included many rich peasant fami-
liss who were able to move up
the social scale by reinvesting
the increased profits that became
available from farming. While
tha change in social origins of
officers in both these institutions
has beesn in the same direction
(a broadening of the social base).
changes in the level of profes-
sional competence and indeed
the internal institutional cohesion
have moved in opposing directions
with raspect to the bureaucracy
and military respectively.
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We are a different kind of Guardian to you.

There are a multitude of Guardians during your lifetime.

L ] Théy who guard the freedom of speech & expression.

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind.

@ They who guard the democratic freedom to which
each of us is entitled as citizens.

Each of us is a Guardian to others who look to us for their

dependency in day to day life.

But the difference is our Guardianship rests on our deep concern
for your future. We are trusted Guardians of your hard-earned
money, guiding you on how to spend and how to save for you

and your dependents tomorrow.

So Reach out Today
For your Life-Long Guardian

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different kind of Guardian for you.
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