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L'_!._! ' ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

Thers is leughter and ight banter amongat those
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tabacen
leat in & barm. It is one of the hundreds of such
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry
irrermediate 2one where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurtering, tobacco grows as a
leerative cash crop and the graen leaves turn ta
gold... to the value of over Rs. 250 milion or more
annually, for perhaps 143,00 neral falk

Toebaceo is the indusiry that brings employment o
the second highest number of people. And these
people are the tobacco barn gwners, the Iohacoo
growvers and those who work for thern, on the land
and in the harns,

Faor them, the tobacco leal means meaningful work,
a comiortable life and a secure future. A good
enotgh reason for laughter.

& Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS
T0 BE DEPORTED
Three Tigers who sta bbed
three Tamil expatriates in
Switzerland are to be de-
ported by the Swiss autho-
rities. They stabbed their
countrymen, it is alleged,

for not making contribu-
tions to the LTTE. -

IN TAMIL
Mr Lalith Athufathmudali,
the FEducation minister,

replied in Tamil to oral
questions asked in Parlia-
ment by Jaffna District
TULF MP Kandiah Nava rat
nam. Mr Athulathmudal i
was given a round of
applause by his feffow MPs.
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Briefly. . . .

JOURNALIST
REJECT

@ Journalists have rejacted
the government’s Media Com-
mission bill. At a meeting
of the Sri Lanka Working
Journalists Association it was
unanimously decided to re-
ject the bill, and to convey
the decision to President
Premadasa. -

If the government should
proceed to  implement the
bill notwithstanding the pro-
tests of journalists, it was
decided to launch a camp-
aign in collaboration with
political parties and trade
unions and other mass or-

| ganisations.

Mr H. L D. Mahindapala
{editor of the Sunday Ob-
server) presided at the Work-
ing Journalists Association
meeating.

A POSER TO THE
LTTE

@ The influential Madras
H ndu said in a Colombo data-
lined report that President
Premadasa's call to the LTTE
to face an election and prove

that they were the sole re-
presentatives of the Tamil
people reflected Mr. Prema-

dasa current thinking towards
a fresh peace process. But
the idea would in all pro-
bability be repugnant to the
Tigers who hold all other
Tamils groups in contempt,
the Hindu said.

The LTTE has always main-
tained that any talks on the
Morth and East, besides being
unconditional, must be solely
between them and the
governmeant,

Meanwhile, the LTTE has

fayrned its own cabinet of
ministers for Tamil Eelam in
Jaffna, the Hindu reported.

The LTTE's deputy leader and
top military commander Go-
palaswamy Mahendrarajah has
been given the portfolio of
Cabinet Affairs and Defence;
Anton Balasingham has been
given External Affairs and

Yoparatnam Yogi has been
named Minister of Finance
and Internal Affairs. Tiger

Supremo Prabhakaran’s posi-
ion in this was not clear,
the Hindu said.

MILITARY POLICEMEN
ARRESTED

@ Seven military policeman
in Anuradhapura, including a
captain and two lieutenants,
were arrested by a military
police squad from Colombo
for allegedly helping a busi-
nessman to smuggle banned
goods to Jaffna. Tha busi-
nessman, a Sinhaless, was
also taken into custody.

Meanwhile, following da-
tections made by the military
police, & brigadier based at
Anuradhapura is under inves-
tigation on allegations of
bribery in connection with
the issue of permits for Jaffna
bound contraband.

IN PARLIAMENT

@ During the debate on the
extension of the Emergency
Mir.Ranil Wickremasinghe, Lea-
der of the House, said that
the . SLFP had lost every
election since 1977 and Mrs
Bandaranaike had the audacity
to say that the people wanted
her to stay as party leader.
He said that Anura Bandara-
naike was more popular than
Mrs Bandaranaike.

Mrs Sirimavo Bandara-
naike, Leader of the Opposi-
tion, said that the Defence
Minister, the State Minister
for Defence and the Govern-
ment should be held respon-
sible for the situation in tha
Morth and East. Who gave
lorry loads of arms to  the
LTTE, she asked. The Oppo-
sition Leader said that the
Government was not honest
in trying to solve the conflict.
The conflict was like the
begaar’'s sore for the govern-
ment; for thirtean years no
solution had been found.

Mrs Bandaranaike said
that the government had dalj-
vered the peace loving people
of Jaffna to the LTTE.
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Sri Lanka: Towards a multi-ethnic demoratic society?
Report of a fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka by Neville Jayaweera

What are the roots of the confict in Sri Lanka? How has the ethnic issue influenced the
evolution of the conflict? What hopes are there for the emergence of a multi-ethnic
democratic society and how can the international community assist the process of peace?

These are some of the questions which this report attempts to answer. Commis-
sioned by PRIO, sponsored by the Norwegian government, Diakonisches Werk-EKD and
NOVIB and written by Neville Jayaweera, development consultant and fomer senior
Civil Servant in Sri Larka, it will be of interest to international donor agencies, foreign
ministries, researchers and all those working in development in Sri Lanka.

It contains a review of the history and causes of the conflict and examines the role
of political parties, ethnic and religious groups,. the military, vigilante and guerrilla
groups and non-governmental organisations in the conflict and in the pursuit of
peace. |t also looks at the impact of President Premadasa’s presidency and contains a
lengthy interview in which he not only explains his past and present policies but
outlines his understanding of multi-ethnicity and his vision for the future of Sri Lanka.

The report makes recommendations for achieving peace and multi-ethnicity which
are already being considered by the government.

ISBN 82-7288-148-9

Published by the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo, (PRIO), Fuglehauggatal1,
0260 Oslo 2, Norway.
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ELEPHANT PASS:

Strategic and Symbolic

Mervyn de Silva

he Elephant Pass garrison,

with some B00 Simhala sol-
diers and at least 20 officexs
h as been under szige for almost
a month. Two nearby camps were
taken by the ‘Tigers’ beflore
the seige commenced, The LTTE
sUpremo, according to the most
reliable sources, has thrown into

this battle some 3,000 teenage
recruits, young ‘braves' that
needed to be blooded, Some

newspapers place the LTTE ca-
sualties at well over 1600, with
the Army losing nearly 400 men,
wilb more than double that
number wounded. Certainly, it
is the kind of battle that the
newspaper reader and the mass
mind can more easily pgrasp,
Exchanges in the ten year guer-
rilla war left more fuzzy images,
except for massacres of civilians.

This seems a more a set—piece
confrontation. There is the
Elephant Pass garrison, a known,
solid object, surrounded by ma-
rauding rebels, who will certainly
massacre the men inside if the
beleagured fort falls. Even the
idiom borrowed from Saddam
Hussein (‘the mother of all
battles') helps not only to ro-
manticise a war that has re-
mained a messy, brutal, confused
and seemingly incomprehensible,
but to make it comfortingly
neat and tidy. Only the soldier
in the jungle, advancing some-
times only 4-500 yards a day,
knows the difference — lost
as he often is, in thick jungle
and scrub, and pelting rain, and
gripped by the Sinhala soldier’s
greatest fear, the Iurking menace
of the LTTE's deadliest weapon,
the land-mine. That of course
is what accounts for the pace
of advance, some days no more
than 300 yuards.

Phase 2 opened last week as
OPERATION BALAVEGAYA it-
self approaches its first month.

This is a politico-military
conflict and its meaning therefore
can mever be fully measured in
either military or political terms
Nor must we forget the faet oftim-
ing and the external factor. The
assasination of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi,
co-author of the Indo-Lanka
Peace Accord and the man most
likely to become Prime Minister
of Indiz, emphasised the impor-
tance of that dimension, particu-
larly when the Indian authorities
accused the LTTE, started to
arrest LTTE activists, rounded
up sympathisers, and made a
serious effort to send back the
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees,

The seige was a messapge that
Colombo must not deceive itself
by thinking that this was the
ideal moment to pressure the
LTTE militarily. As a military
commander, Prabhakaran ins-
tinctively turns to his gun just
when he starts to suspect that
his enemy has spotted a “'window
of opportunity’. He doesn't like
to re-act. He acts; he pre-empts
his enemy’s move. He is ready
to make enormous sacrifices just
to retain the initiative, “Elephant
Pass"' 15 a classic demonstration,
of this commonplace. But the
choice of target says something
more, The significance of Ele-
phant Pass is both symbolic and
strategic.

Thomas Abraham, the extreme-
ly well-informed HINDIU corres-
pondent reported recently that
Prabhakaran has appointed a
Cabinet of ministers evidently
for the provisional government
of EELAM. Much earlier we
had reports that the LTTE leader
had made his first public speech
after September 1987 when he
explained to his cadres why he
had decided to reject the *Accord’

and resume fighting... this
time against the IPKF. In the
latest speech, we are told, he

BACKGROUHD

summed the current situation,
military, political, in the fater-
math of the Gandhi assasination,

and assured his followers that
the FEelam struggle was on
course, and “‘liberation’ was

no idle dream,

Elephant Pass commands a
causeway which is the only land
link between the Jaffna Penin-
sula, the LTTE's *liberated
zone', and the (Sinhala-domin-
ated, more or less government-
controlled) mainland. If the
heavily fortified garrison falls,
all access will be by sea or ajr,
Sri Lanka has a small navy, and
& smaller air foree. The
defence budget has reached its
outer limits in the view of our
aid-givers and, more crucially,
the IMF. When the IMF pled-
ged a 500 million dollar Exten-
ded Structural Adjustment Faci-
lity (ESAF) for three years, it
was noted that the inflation
rate has declined, and the budget
deficit has dropped from 10%
of GDP to 9%, and that the
cxchange control system was be-
ing dismantled. But = senior
Sri Lankan official observed that
“defence spending had upset
our plans” which contemplated
even better economic perfor-
mance,

But Mrs. Bandaranaike, and
the Opposition in general have
been protesting that the Armed
Forces are not receiving all the
funds npeeded. If the garrison
falls, all land links to the Jaffna
peninsula, the Tamil heartland,
will be cut off. The physical
division of the island will be
more of a reality. The physi-
cal scparation in that event could
be more than symbolic. The
“liberated zone' would be for all
practical purposes, “Eclam”,

{Continued on page 4)



No Power Struggle — Mrs. B

Lasantha Wickramatunge

Opposition leader Sirima Ran-
daranaike, in an exclusive inter-
view with The Sunday Times
denied reporis that the SLFF was
in the throes of a power struggle.

She said there was no attempt
by anyone to keep her som Anu-
ra Bandaranalke out of the party
presidency,

Excerpts from the interview:

Q: There is a great deal of
speculation that a power strug-
gle is on in the SLFP. How
serlous is the situation?

A: There is no power struggle
in the SLFP Certain sections
of the media are carrying out
a relentless campaign against
the SLFP, particularly against
me,

In this context, I would like
to refer to “The Sunday Times'
special report of Jume 14, 1991
under the heading **Bomb blasts
and Intelligence bluffs’. It
refers to happenings at the
SLFP Central Committee meet-
nig of July 8. I must say the
references of the Central Com-
mittee meeting. in the report
are half-truths. Tt is from such
references that the impression
is created that there is & power
struggle in the party,

The appointment of five new
members to the Central Com-
mittee was a legitimate exercise,
The president of the party has
the power to appoint 11 mem-
bers to the Central Committee.
There were five vacancies in
the CC caused by deaths of
members and resignations.

Appointments to the CC are
entirely the president’s right.
It was said 1 had not consul-
ted the CC before making the
appointments. Whoever said that
d_m:s not know the party cosn-
titution,

Q: Would that mean you will
be retiring from Politics?

A: No I have no such inten-
tion. Firstly I do not want to
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let down the people who have
been with us, Our people do
not want me to, 1 shall re-
main in the party. The wish of
the people is that I should be
the leader of the party. Anura
has also agreed. That is the
understanding,

Q: Is there also an understand-
ing to moke Anuruddha Ratwatte
the General Secretary of the party?

A: No such decision has been
arrived at,

(3: It is also said that there is
a plan to keep Anura out of the
party presidency to bring Chand-
rikn Kumaranatunge in. What
is the posltion?

A: T said
attempt

earlier, there is no
to kcep Anura out,

But if Chandrika wants to join
the party with her group, I don’t
see how we can oppose it.

Even Anura has said Chandrika
is welcome to join the SLFP.
I do not think he has changed
his views on jt. Chandrika
herself has said she has no in-
tention of vying for leadership.
She has said even if she is to
join the SLFP, it is only to
strengthen the anti-UNP forces.

The so-called rift between

Anura and Chandrika is

= also
non-existent. It iz the govern-
ment that is spreading such

stories,

It is the wish of the people
that everyone should get together.
1 hape all anti-UNP parties
too would join the SLFP to

fight the government.

(): Itis said yon are now thin-
king in terms of the B-C pact
for a settlement of the ethnic
issue?

A: I believe that the B-C
pact and the DPA manifesto
can form the basis for a settle-
ment. FEven the Tamil parties
I have had discussions with have
expressed the same views,

The government still has no
concrete solution to the problem,

NEWS BACKGROUND

Even the All-party Conference
after two years has failed to come
up with anything. The APC is not
even meeting now.

Minister Ranil Wickremasinghs
keeps blaming us for not giving
a solution to the problem. The
solution m ust be given by the
government,

Elephant Pass.,.
(Continued fram page 3)

The manner in which *50
ships of all kinds iuvcluding,
fast attack craft, command ships,
landing craft, passenger craftand
supply ships" (Dinesh Watawana
Sunday Times) have pathered at
Trinco harbour is also more than
symbolic. It is a sign of what
could become the political geo-
graphy of Sri Lanka, with Colom-
bo' s sovereignty over Jaffna only
nomimal. Day-to-day sadminis-
tration will gradually become an
LTTE responsibility. True the
LTTE does [unction as a skel-
etal administrative service, cer-
tainly tin revenue-collection.
But the fall of the garrison will
land to a situation that will
be regarded by political histo-
rians as a turning point,

On the other hand, if the
Sinhala soldiers are rescued, and
the garrison saved, the beating
that the LTTE got militarily,
may justify Major-General Koh-
bekaduwe’s prediction of *the
beginning of the end” of the
LTTE.

Such military reverses for the
LTTE will coincide with the
greatly improved Indo-Sri Lanp-
ka relations, dramatised by the
visit to Delhi of Foreign Min-
ister Harold Herat, the first
South Asian minister to meet
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao,
And that in turn follows SAARC
discussions on countering terror-
ism, and the crackdewn on the
LTTE in Tamilnadu.



ADB US § 50 m. loan

NEWS BACKGROUND

Private sector, 4 banks, NDB-DFCC to benefit

rivate  sector industrial
P:nterprises here as well as
four private sector commercial
banks and the the WNDB and
DFCC will benefit from the
USE.50 million loan the Asian
Development  Bank lending
Sri Lanka on soft loan terms
for its third development financ-
ing projects here,

An ADB news release issued
in Manila indicated that the
money will come from the bank’s
concessional Asian Development
Fund carrying a service charge
of 1% per year and repayble in
40 years, including 10year grace
period,

Under the loan terms, the Sri-
Lanka government will re-lend
the funds to six selected partici-

pating credit institutions (PCIS)
— the NDB, DFCC, Commercial
Bank, Hatton National Bank.
Sampath Bank and Seylan Bank,

The PCIS will on-lend them
for medium and large scale pri-
vate sector industrial projects.

The project is aimed at enhan-
cing private sector activity in
Sri Lanka's economy, assisting
export diversification, creating
employment, and adding greater
value to industrial products. An
estimated USS.60 million of
additional fixed investment is
expected to be generated as a
result of the project, and some
8,000 new jobs are likely to be
created.

The project is also designed

.to assist the

government ip
implementing  industrial and
financial policies, encourage a
greater participation by commer-
cial banks inlong-term financing,
and improve the institutional
framework of the capital markets
through the training of practi-
tioners and professionals in the
securities business,

Additionally, ADB is making
a US53.240,000 grant to assist
the training and research prog-
ram of the Securities and Exch-
dnge commission,

These funds will be used for
broker training, investor educa-
tion and library facilities with
consulants to implement the
technical assistance engaged by
the ADB,

VASA OPTICIANS

207, 2nd Cross Street,
Colombo - 11.

Telephone: 421631




In Parliament

Lalith on LTTE, SAARC

Education and Higher Education
Minister Lalith  Athulathmudali:

For eight long years we have
been debating the emergency
regularly and this must be the
longest debate in the history of
our parliament. Since emergency
covers a whole area sometimes
the debate gets disconnected.
I want to say something about
the universities. All schools of
thought are there in the univer-

gities. There was a time when
you like a person you called
him a progressive and when

you don't like a person you
called him a reactionery. In
universities it is natural to have
differnt points of view. What
we must guard against is one
group trying to impose its will
and suppress another school of
thought.

There should be the spirit of
tolerance in the universities,
Since the last emergency debate
the importance has now shifted
to the LTTE. We must under-

stand first what the LTTE  is
about. As far as we know
they are for a separate state.

LTTE is very clear about that,
They appear to believe they
can acheive this by violence.
And they also believe when they
achieve that no other Tamil group
would have any role to play.
All other issues are determined

by that, Seyeral opposition
speakers have said limit the
emergency to the mnorth and

east. They won't say that, if
they understood the LTTE.

I do not understand the logic
of those who say the emergency
should de removed [rom certain
areas of the country. I can un-
derstand if they say that certain
clauses in the regulations should
be removed. In fact, government
op its own have been revising the
emergency regulations. I under-
stand the LTTE will not talk of a
political solution with them.
But you know, at the same time,
that at the end it isa political
solution that will evolve. We
must have the determination to
meet the LTTE on their “own
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ground. They are supposed to
have said that they are planning
for 30 years. That means we
must be determined to fight the
terrorists.  to the bitter end.
But that is, of course, not [igh-
ting against the rights of the
minorities; While we must be
determined to fight separatist
violence, we must also be deter-
mined to, uphold the rights of
the minorities.

For one thing, I am sure
that the Elephant Pass garrison
will be relieved. We must also
realise that the key to the

political solution is the east,
and the key to the military
solution is the mnorth, While

paying tribute to our forces in
the north, I wish to mention
that a passing military man,
who is now retired, told me
“That our officers are above
the average; they are fierce
fighters. But it is mnecessary
that we must now take the
initiative inte our hands. We
have scored many victories in
the past. It is necessary to
concentrate in the major area

I am told that about 30 per
cent of people of Jaffna have,

left the area and gone to various
other places including Colombo.
Today terrorisim is an interna-
tional thing. [In the 19th century

it was restricted by national
boundaries. It is good the
SAARC conference is coming
in November. We must take
the opportunity fo get the
SAARC countries together to
fight terrorism. We have now

recognised that a joint effort
with other countries is necessary
because terrorism is operating
internationally. After  Rajiv
Gandhi's death, India seems to
be taking new steps not taken
earlier, I think if Iodia had
taken these steps earlier, Mr,
Rajiv Gandhi would have been
living today, and also several
Tamil leaders who were killed.
The Tamil Nadu government is
setting up 18 police camps in

the southern eoast, We must
now make use of the new
mood in India. The , Select

Committee that has been propo-
sed is welcome, Once we have
met the threat of violence, then
we shall have to give our
attention to the political aspect.
Various changes are- taking
place in the world. The Soviet
Union has applied to become
a member of the World Bank
when you here hayve blamed us
for joining it.

An Information Centre on the Social Sciences

ocial Scientists in Sri Lanka
have for a long time [elt
the need for a centralised infor-
mation base inthe Social Sciences.
Besides the local community of

socjal scientists several Sri
Lankan and foreign scholars
coma here to obtain data on

the socio-economic development
of Sri Lanka. Information on
Janasaviya, Human Resource
Development, Labour Migration,
Foreign Direct Investment, Rural
Development, Eavironment, Reg-
ional Cooperation, Privatisation,
Impact of the Gulf Crisis, and
such like is sought by many
social seience researchers and
scholars. They waste much time
and resources trying to locate
information, and compile data
unaware of research that is already
available,

Several institutions in the coun-

try realised that there is a genuin®
need to improve and strengthen
the library services and informa-
tions available to the community
of social scientists. They jointly
formulated proposals for improy-
ing the infrastructure for social
science information and library
services,

[nstitutions such as CENWOR
(Centre for women's Research),
ICES (International Centre for
Ethnic Studies), S5SA (Social
Scientists’ Association) and the
Marga Institute have their own
special collections of books and
documents, but with the expo-
nential growth of recorded infor-
mation and growing inter—dis-
ciplinary relationships between
subjects, no specialised collection
can cover the mass of informa-
tion available at present and
envisaged in the future. Coopera-

{Continued on Page &)



India‘s

bleeding wound’’

“Aghanising” the Kashmir conflict

Mushahid Hussain

Just as  Afghanistan became
the Soyiet Union’s *“blecding
wound® exacting a political,
military and psychological price
that Moscow was ultimately un-
willing to pay, similarly Occu-
pied Kashmir too has been trans-
formed into India’s <“blecding
wound®. But the Kashmir con-
flict is also being “‘Afghanised”
in more than just the fact of

it- being India’s “bleeding
wound®’, The conflict among
Kashmiri liberation groups is

surfacing, the RAW seems to be
engaged in terrorism similar to
the manner that KHAD was as
is testified by the Rawalpindi
blast on May 8, and increasin-
gly, international observers inclu-
ding those in the United States
are identifying Kashmir as a
“regional conflict'’. Im fact, the
Solarz subcommittee in the US
Congress has threatened further
slashing of the already suspen-
ded American aid to Pakistan
should Pakistan, in the wview of
the subcommitiee, be “involved
in abetting terrorism in Kashmir™,
i. e, , supporting the Kashmiri
freedom fighters.

Two recent siztements by In-
dian leaders —one a private
comment by the Prime Minister
and the other a public prono-
uncement by the leader of the
opposition — are also instructive
in providing & perspective “on
how badly the situation in Indian
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) has
deteriorated. While Rajiv Gandhi
publicly conceded that the Indian
military *has gone berserk® in
suppressing the freedom move-
ment of the Kashmiris, the first
such statement by a major
Indian politician, Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar made some
comments on Kashmir to the
visiting Pakistani Foreign Secre-
tary Shehryar Khan which are
quite revealing. Chandra Shekhar
told Khan +I don't have an
emotional problem about Kash-
mir as Nehru had, T am quite
a realistic politician and I

would like to see a solution
(in Kashmir) based on the reali-
ties of the situation®,

What are some of the ceali-
tics of the situation in IOK
that Chandra Shekhar alluded
to during his meeting with the
Pakistani Foreign  Secretary.
Some of these “realities’’ present
a frightening profile of a land
whose three million inhabitants
are waging a heroic struggle
against overwhelming odds:

* Troops have replaced tourists
10 an area that used to pride
itself ona $ 300 million tourism
industry and these troops nom-
bering 300,000 include virtually
all segments of the Indian se-
curity machine including the
regular Army, Border Security
Force and the Central Reserve
Police;

* Curfews and the crackle -of
Kalashnikovs are today the hall-
mark of Kashmir, whose placi-
dity and peace had once earned
for it the title of “*Switzerland
of Asia’; .

* Within an 18 month period,
a widespread, indigenous and
spontaneous popular movement
for liberation has today been
transformed into a guerilla in-
surgency that is fargetting the
Indian security machine with
increasingly sophisticated mili-
tary equipment: the brutal kill-
ing by the Indian army of §1
freedom fighters on May 6
testifies to this escalation;

* For the first time since 1947,
Kashmir (plus East Punjab and
Assam) have been excluded in
the schedule of general elections
in India on account of distur-
bed conditions:

* Twice in the last 18 months,
India has sought and received
Pakistani assistance in getting
daughters of two prominent pro-
Indian Kashmiri Muslims relea-
sed from the captivity of the
freedom fighters,

Given this context, it is no
accident that Indian politicians
of all shades of opinion rang-

| THE REGION |

ing from Rajiv Gandhi to
Chandra Shekhar are concerned
over a crisis whose solution,
within the Indian Union, is no
longer in sight. Recent events
in the Kashmir valley are poin-
ters to a ‘‘long hot summer”.
On March 31, two Swedish
engineers were kidnapped by
the Muslim Janbaz Force, the
first such abduction of foreig-

ners by one of the several
groups that are currently enga-
ged in armed struggle. The

Muslim Janbaz Force had made
it clear that they will not rel-
ease the Swedish engineers unfil
“Amnesty  International, the
United Nations and other inter-
national bodies send their obser-
vers to the wyalley to see the
cruel acts of the Indian occu-
pation forces”, On April 23,
the Editor of a leading Urdu
daily of Srinagar *“:Al-— Safa®,
Mohammad Shabaan, was killed
by unidentified assailants. And
the day after his killing, there
was a complete general strike
to protest the first such incident
against a journalist since the
uprising began in Occupied
Kashmir in earnest around De-
cember - 1988,

Compounding the Indian prob-
lem is a security mnightmare
that defines the Kashmir insur-
gency as an incrﬁaﬁing}}r Is!ﬂ-
mic Movement and views its
close proximity to East Punjab
as creating a “security ope-
ning’’ in India’s jugular in
the northwest via-a—vis Pakistan
and China. For instance, one
of the promineat groups in
10K, the Jammu Kashmir Stu-
dent Likeration Front (JESLF),
who were responsible for the
kidnapping of MNaheed Imtiaz,
has renamed itself as *‘Ikhwa-
oul Muslimeen (Muslim brother-
hood). The Islamic component
of the Kashmiri struggle is
also evident from the linkage
of the Kashmiri freedom figh-
ters with the Afghan Mujahi-
deen and reccotly after the
liberation of Khost, visiting
jourpalists saw at least 3500
Kashmiri Youth fighting with
the Afghan Mujahideen. The
JKSLF's parent party, Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKL
F) traditionally espoused a secu-
lar line secking an indepen-
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dent Kashmir. And it is per-
haps no accident that the
Chief Executives of the nejgh-
bouring states of Occupied Kash-
mir and East Punjab are persons
with high level security experi-
cence. The Governor of 0K
is Girish Saxena, a former
head of RAW, India's premier
foreign intelligence agency, and
the Governor of East Punjab
is the former Chief of Army
Staff, General O. P. Malhotara.
Incidentally, these are the only
two non-Hindu majority states
in India and both these regi-
ons have been wvital in any
military engagement that India
has had with Pakistan in the
past. -

Most  informed
including  the military  and
non-—official analysts, see the
struggle in Kashmir as being
central to the future of the
balance of power in South Asia.
Ironically 20 years after India
had managed to tilt that bala-
nee in its favour following the
creation of Bangladesh, Pakis-
tan is very clear that it will
not play into India’s hand since
“India seeks to “Pakistanjse”
the problem hy presenting an
indigenously-generated upsurge
as externally-fomented violence.
It is precisely for this reason

Pakistanis,

that Pakistan has chosen to
continue, business-as-usual, on
bilateral relations with India

(two accords were signed only
last month on such military
issues as prior information of
movement of troops during mili-
tary exercises and air viola-
tions)
Additionally, both the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister,
in separate statements, called
for a, political solution to the
Kashmir question, In an April
28 chat with journalists, Presi-
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan under-
lined the need for an ahsence
of military conflict between
Pakistan and India on Kash-
mir adding, “it is not appro-
priate to explain what efforts
Pakistan is making to defuse
the situation (in Kashmir™). In
8 recent interview with “India
Today™, released to the press
on May 4, Prime Minister Mawaz
Sharif called for a <‘realistic
approach™ on Kashmir so that

B

a “solution is found which is
honourable for both countries',
He added that Kashmir is
such a serious matter that <jf
we don’t resolve it, Kashmir
will squeeze all the blood out
of us". The Army’s decision
to sign accords on military-
related issues with India at a
time when the uprising in
Kashmir is escalating is also
a pointer to this basically
business-as—usual approach in
bilateral relations with India,
notwithstanding the uprising in
Kashmir.

For Pakistani policy makers,
there were two options on an

approach towards  Kashmir,
There was the ¢Bangladesh
route”,  which  the Indians

secured through a quick cae-

sarian operation midwifed by
an Indian Army, which was
superior in numbers and wea-
pons. The other approach,
which Pakistan has apparently
adopted in regards Kashmir, is
the ““Afghan model”, essential-
ly a protracted war, which
has made Kashmir inte &
bleeding wound for India, rai-
sing the political, military and
phychological costs of its occu-
pation.

An Information. , .
(Cantinned from poge 6)

tion and sharing of resources
it was realised, is a vital neces-
sity in Sri Lanka today, where
the resources for library deve-
lopment are severely limited.

To optimise the use of the
limited resources available by
efficient coordnation of activi-
ties, INNESS (Ioformation Net-
work in Social Sciences) was
established enabling the colla-
borating libraries to share their
resources. The network would
serve the community of social
scientists and facilitate the flow
of information, It would reduce
to a minimum the present
waste/loss of information and
also the duplication of research
by local and foreign personnel
who work unaware of the availa-
bility of prior related documen-

tation, Marga Institute is the
co-ordinating ceatre for this
network.

INNESS is being directed by
a policy board comprising repre-
sentatives of the cooperating
institutions, on all important
matters relating to collaborative
activities and the services to
be oprovided. The Centre for
Regional Development Studies
(CRDS) which has set up its own
documentation cum referral base
has joined the network as) its
fifth member.

The network also cooperates
in making available information
on bibliographical data relating
to grey literaturefunclassified
documents, A scheme of inter

~library cooperation exists where
documents are lent on a library-
to-library basis and there is
also a flow of information on
on-going projects.

The infrastructure for the
smooth [unctioning of INNESS
is being provided by the Marga
Institute. Tts library building
at 61, Isipathana Mawatha,
Colombo 5 is being expanded
and from August this vyear
library facilities will be available
on a wider basis to researchers
outside the Marga Institute itself.
The library which will be opened
Monday through- Saturday for
extended hours in the evenings,
will soon be fully automated.

At present The DEVINSA
(Development Information Net-
work in South Asja) data base
which holds over 12,000 records
with abstracts provides informa-

tign on current develﬂpmegt
aclivities and socio-economic
research in  six South Asian
countries, namely Bangladesh,

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, This data are
published in monthly bibliogra-
phies of 250 records with
abstracts. They are supplemented
by annual cumulative indices.

The first INNESS Newsletter
which is just out gives the
social scientist information on
studies in progress, workshops
and seminars, A centralised
data base on ‘Impact of Violence
on the Child’ has been set up
to collect available information
on the subject.



Ethnic Conflict (2)

SPOILS SYSTEM

Izeth Hussain

hat was the compulsion

behind the relentless wreck-
age of the administration by
successive  governments  after
19567 The familiar explanation
iz that the sight of supplicants
crowding the gate, and the power
to reward the chosen ones in-
flated the egos of politicians,
whose idea of enjoying power
was to abuse power, This ex-
planation is not really convin-
cing, Some, perhaps many, of
the politicians; including the
powerfull omes, who it must
be presumed were not entirely
devoid of concern about the
future, must have wviewed the
spoils system as self-destructive
for Sri Lanka.

Some other, more powerful
compulsion was at work, which
had nothing to do with inflated
political egos. The nature of
the compulsion should become
clear if we ask who really were
the major beneficiaties of the
spoils system. The politician in
power had to reward his elec-
torate to the full extent of his
capacity to secure re-election,
and that involved among other
things appointments, transfers,
and promotions in the state
sector. The Ministers, more parti-
cularly the ones controlling huge
corporations, had to reward not
just their electorates but others
as well. Most of the politicians
were Sinhalese, the electorates
were predominantly Sinhalese,
nad the spoils went mostly to the
Sinhalese, so that the Sinhalese
who constituted 74% of the po-
pulation came to have 85% of
the jobs in the state sector,
and of course much more in
the armed forces. Many of the
politicians were probably not
communalist at all, and were
quite prepared to be fair-min-
ded to Tamils and Muslims,
but they were operating within
parameters which “ineluctably
favoured the Sinhalese. We see

here a Hegelian process in
which a purpose was being re-
lized without its being made
fully conscious. The purpose
was the Sinhalese ascent to
dominance in the administra-
tion, which would npot have
been so expeditious if recruit-
ment had been strictly on the
basis of competitive examina-
tions and promotions strictly
on seniority and merit, as would
be required by the principles
of liberal democracy. It had
therefore to be jettisoned for
majoritarian democracy in the
state sector.

The Hegelian process can be
scen fo have been in operation
in the sector of education as
well, The details on this sub-
ject are being taken from C. R.
de Silva's judiciously balanced
article The Tmpact of Nationa-
lism on Education: The Schaols
Take-over (1961) and the Uni-
versity Admission Crisis (inclu-
ded in Collective Identities,
Nationalism and Protest in
Modern Sri Lanka —ed. Michael

Roberts, 1979).  Pointing out
that the Sinhalese Buddhists
were an  educationally under-

privileged group in the early
twentieth century, de Silva ob-
served that it was a situation
that could not last after uni-

versal suffrapge in 1931. This
conneets with our earlier ob-
servation  that the MNational

Congress leaders came round to
accepting  universal suffrage
because they realized itz advan-
tages for the majority.

The challenge to the domi-

nace of the Chiistiam mission
school system began around
1880, pgathered strenpth  after

1231, intensified after 1951, and
culminatated in the schools
take-over of 1961.  Although
the mumber of Christian schools
had been declining, while the
number of Buddhist schools was
increasing, the formesr had con-

tinued to enjoy disproportiona-
tely high grants from the Gov-
ernment. In the 1939 Budget,
75.2% of the funds went to
Christian  schools, while the
Buddhist ones received only
19.3%.. In 1959, the 735 state-
aided Christiam schools received
a grant of Rs 28 million or
Rs 118 per pupily while 1257
Buddhist schools received Rs 20
million or Rs 64 per pupil.
Furthermore, the bulk of the
English medium schools, the
nurseries for the later ascent
to _elite - positions, wers in
Christian hands. Obviously, no
majority in the world can re-
concile itself to being educa-
tionally under-privileged. The
schools take-over of 1961 was
inevitable.

But there remaincd the prob-
lem of the Tamils bhaving ad-
vantages in the education

sec-
tor; the consequence of the
excellent schools system estab-

lished by American missiona-
ries in predominantly Tamil
areas., The answer was found
in the schemes of standardiza-
tion introduced after 1973. The
Sinhalese have convinced them-
selves, by and large, that
standardization was meant only
for positive discrimination on
behalf of students from educa-
tionally under—privileged areas,
a strategy which had no ethnic
dimension to it whatever. The
competitiveness of the Tamil
students may have been reduced,
but so was that of Sinhalese
students from educationally pri-
vileged areas. However, just as
in the case of the spoils system
in the - state sector, the major
beneficiaries of standardization
have been the Sinhalese, not
the minorities.

Besides, it would not be un-
charitable to suspeet an ethnic
motivation behind standardiza-
tion if we remember what hap-
pened prior to its introduction.
Under the 1970 Government,
the charpe that Tamil exami-
ners had been favouring Tamil
students was not proven, There
followed the measure decreeing
lower qualifying marks for
Sinhalese, higher for Tamil me-
dium students, in science subs
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jects, while in the arts subjects
the reguirements were reversed.
The measure was too blatantly
discriminatory because, at that
time, science graduates could
get the more lucrative jobs.
Hence, it is not uncharitable
to suppose, the resort to
standardization which was offi-
cially meant to bencfit all un-
der—privileped students, irrespeec-
tive of ethnic considerations,
but which actually benefitted
the Sinhalecse more than others.
A process appears to have been
in operation in which the real
motivations were not quite
clear to the beneficiaries them-
selves. It fits into the paradigm
of the majority seeking the
dominant position to which it
belicyes it is entitled.

In the usual discourse on the
Sri Lankan cconomy, the ex-
pansion of the state sector
after 1936 is seen only in terms
of socialism. This .is a simpli-
fication, though there is no
doubting S. W. R, D. Bandara-
naike's commitment to socia-
liam of the Scandinavian varie-
ty. But what he actually insti-
tuted might be called **Afro-
Asian socjalism’, of sort insti-
tutcd among others by Nehru

in India, Nasser in FEgypt,
Sockarno in  Indonesia, Sekou
Toure in Guinea, and Nyerere

in Tanzania. In Latin America,
Peron of Argeniina seems to
have bezen of the same ilk.

The dynamic behind Afro-
Asian socialism was the aspi-
ration to upward mobility of
the lower middle-class. It was
incvitable that in several Afro-
Asian countries the dominant
elite ~under the colopial mas-
ters, consisting of feudal groups
and the westernized bourgeoisie,
had to come under challenge after
decolonization from the nume-
rically more prcponderant lower
middle-class, who could claim
to be closer to the people and
therefore more nationalist. The
crucially important point about
the lower-middle oclass is that
it lacked the higher educatio-
nal and technical qualifications,
or the business skills together
with the requisite capital, to
ascend to elite levels. It could
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do so only through the state
sector.  Where the Afro-Asian
lower middle-class took power,
through army coups as in Egypt,
Syria, or Iragq, or had to be
accomodated as in India or Sri
Lanka, it was inevitablethat there
had to be an elephantiasis of
the state sector.

We are generalizing here, and
have of course to ‘allow for
significant local variations. In
Sri Lanka Afro-Asian socialism
had to have a particular con-
figuration because the country
was pecuoliar in having an un-
der-privileged majority at the
time of independence. The Sri
Lankan state sector had there-
fore to accomodate not the lower
middle-class as a whole but
more specifically the Sinhalese
lower middle-class. The 1956
revolution was led by the Kotte
aristocracy of the Bandarnaike's
and the Obeyesskere's together
with the Kandyan aristocracy
of the Ratwattes, supported by
the triumvirate of monks, school
teachers and ayorveda physi-
cians, who functioned as the

spearhead of a  specifically
Sinhalese lower middle-class.
That was why Bandaranajke's
socialism turned out to be a

peculiar hybrid, socialism com-
bined with what should be
anathema for any socialist, eth-
nic chauvinism. It was socia-
lism mainly for the benefit of
the ethnic majority. Here sure-
ly Hegel's paradigm applies, as
we had a great leader who
thought in all sincerity that he

wids promoting Scandinavian
socialism, whercas in fact he
had instituted ethno-socialism

for the benefit of the Sinhalese
majority.

It is not really difficult to ex-
plain the dopped persistance of
the Sri Lankan variety of Afro-
Asian socialism from 1936 to
1977, and even-thereafter in fact,
though its disastrous failure had
become all too apparent long
before 1977. A state sector that
had become wvast, parasitic, and
destructive, entailing a colossal
haemorrhage of the nation’s re-
sources, had to be preserved all
the same because it served the
purpose of the economic ascent

of the Sinhalese, The Sri Lankan
version of socialism reached its
apogee under the 1970 Govern-
ment, under which discrimination
against minorities is also regar-
ded as having reached its apo-

gee. The contradiction is  only
an apparcnt one,
Contrary to what is usually

believed, ethno-socialism conti-
nued under the 1977 Government,
It came to power with a com-
mitment to a liberalized econ-
omy, and obviously had no illu-
sions whatever about socialism.
But under the 1978 Constitution
Sri Lanka was declared to be
a *“‘democratic socialist Repub-
lic.” The leader, who had his
own notion of what socialism
is supposed to mean, equated it

simply with the state seclor.
Despite the liberalization Sri
Lanka still had a wvast state

sector, therefore it was socialist.
At the same time, official poli-
cy was in favour of privatiza-
tion, which was not however
carried out to anythiog like the
extent that was possible, as
shown by the “peoplisation’™ now
taking place. The colossal hacm-
orrhage of resources continued,
and that provoked something
that is so bizarre that it pro-
bably has no parallel anywhere
else in the world, The Finance
Minister of the time took to
fulminating in his Budget spee-
ches, year aflter year, about the
criminal squandering of resour-
ces through the state sector,
Bizarre, because it was a member
of the Government, a Cahinet
Minister at that, and not a
member of the Opposition, who
was fulminating against what
was being done by his own
Government, fulminating inef-
fectually beecause no corrective
action was beipg taken, and no
one imagined for a moment
either that any corrective action
would be taken. What it showed
was that there was something
virtually sacrosanct about the
state sector, under the 1977 Gov-
ernment as much as under the
previous governments since 1976,
It was sacrosanct because the
economic ascent of the Sinha-
lese required ethnosocialism and
a monster state scctor,



However, to argue that the
1977 Government was also an
enthusiastic practitioner of eth-
no-socjalism iz not to deny
that its economic strategies are
significantly different from what
had prevailed since 1956, The
slogans of the liberalized eco-
nomy, the open economy, the
outward looking economy, and
free enterprise, all certainly ref-
lected a shift from the command
gconomy. Business competition
increased, and that seemed to
have aggravated our ethnic prob-
lems, Under the earlier com-
mand economy - Sinhalese busi-
ness interests were seen by the
minorities as favoured, but once
the grip of the state on the
economy slackened minority bu-
siness competitiveness could have
increased, The Tamils seemed
to be coming into business in
rather a big way, and certainly
as never before. Did that provide
one of the motivations for the
1983 pogram? It will be remem-
bered that in the initial stages,
voung auxiliaries meticulously
targeted Tamil business premises
for burning, before the whole
enterprise got completely out of
hand. It will be remembered
also that there followed the
letter—-campaign against Muslim
businessmen, assuring them that
it would be their furn next.
The economic dimensions of the
1983 pogram was explored 1n
an interesting paper by the late
Dr. Newton Gunasinghe. The
case might be unproven, but the
commonsense of the matter is
that a command economy could
certainly promote the purposes
behind majoritarian democracy,
in this case the economic as-
cent of the Sinhalese, far better
than the liberalized economy
required by liberal democracy.

In this article, we haye not
tried to explore the totality of
our ethnic problems, going into
the rights and wrongs and all
the complexities that are obvi-
ously involved. The purpose has
been only to establish a connee-
tion between the break down of
liberal demoecracy and our ethnic
problems. The argument is that
Sri Lanka was rather peculiar
in having an under privileged
majority at the time-of indepen-

dence, which led ineluctably,
and it must be said quite under-
standably, to a momentuom for
the quick ascent of the under
privileged majority to a position
of dominance, & momenium
which could have been obstructed
by liberal democracy and facili-
tated by majoritarian democracy.

The argument, however, raises
a further problem. The Sinha-
lese surely established a domi-
pant position before 1977, after
which the Tlegitimate interests
of the minorities could surely
have been accomodated without
much difficulty. Why, then, did
the Tamil problem worsen im-
measurably, and why in addition
did we come to have a Muslim
problem with Muslim represen-
tatives becoming vociferous about
discrimination against Muslims?
The shortecomings of the 1977
Government, the intransigence
and murderousness of the LTTE,
Indian meddlesomeness, are all
factors to be taken into account.
But, in our view, the core-prob-
lem has been a lack of accomo-
nativeness among the Sinhalese,
Practically everyone today recog-
nizes that the Tamil problem
would have been solved long ago
had the Bandaranaike-Chelva-
nayagam Pact been implemented,
or a decade later the Dudley-
Chelvanayagam Paet. At least
this seems to be recognized in
theory. In fact, a fierce resis-
tance to any kind of meaning-
ful devolution, or even any fur-
ther decentralization, seems to
be continuing, at least at elite
levels. If we are to isclate the
Sinhalese factor in the ethnic
imbroglio, ignoring the other
factors, it would appear that
the core-problem is a hierarchi-
cal obsession, the expression of
a persisting caste—mentality pro-
jected against the minorities,
while the caste-system itself is
being eroded through a process
of the Sinhalese coming together.
But this is too complex a prob-
lem to be explored here,

The hypothesis of a caste-men-
tality is mot meant to suggest
that the Sinhalese can never be
accomodative and therefore our
ethnic problems can never be
solved. A people or a society

does not have an unchanging
essepce  or cultural constants
that can never vary, otherwise
there can never be radical change,
whereas most societies have
shown both continuity and radi-
cal change. The paradigm of
«§inhala Buddhist chauvinism',
which has distorted our thinking
and influepced foreign scholars
who have sought to enlighten
us on our cthnic problems, secms
to assume some sort of unchan-
ging essence among the Sinhalese
Buddhists. So-called *Sinhala
Buddhist chauvinism® should be
understood, not as an unchan-
ging essence, but in ferms of
the socioeconomic processes out-
lined in this article, which allow
for the possibility of change.

We require a “paradigm shift"’
on our ethnic problems, by waich
is meant new norms and per-
ceptions about them. This might
be advanced by a more precisc
understanding of them, as well
as by the logic of the situation
which dictates that we solve
our ethnic problems or perish.
Perhaps it may not be over-san-
guine to hope that the shift- may

be occurring. Professor Mick
Moore of Sussex University
observed  (Sunday  Observer,

(28/ 10/ 1990y *“The other signi-
ficant change is that for the
first time, in quite a long time,
there is a ruling group in Sri
Lanka which is not communal
in the very broad sense of that
term. "“He went oo to observe
that it has had a very signifi-
cant effect on the attitudes of
the ethnic minorities towards
the government.

The paradigm shift has to
be in the direction of liberal
democracy if our ethnic prob-
lems are to be solved, as that
requires respect for the rights
and legitimate interests of our
minority ethnic groups, as well
as respect for the rights of
individuals no matter to what
group they may belong. The
Government has to move in that
direction and none other, even
if it does not become fully
liberal democratic.

(Continued on page IZ)



NORTH-EAST (2)

Muslim as Distinct Group

Bertram Bastiampillai

areover, in the recent past,
the Liberation Tigers saw
in .the Muslims, a group not

merely indifferent but hostile to °

them and their activities, They
alleged that some of them had ben
informers, and as even actively
colluding with the security forces
of the state. Here the conclusion
about Muslims as informers is
neither convincingly logical nor
quite rational and adequate. The
number who moved out of the
North and East in the more
recent weeks had so much to
complain of conditions and prac-
tices under Tiger management.
Any of these counld very well
have been informers too. Then
there still could be in the
Morth East some supporters as
well as rankers of groups which
have been repressed and not
tolerated by the Tigers today,
a few of those groups are
actively opposing the Tigers in
conjunction with the security
forces and their ranks from the
North and East could have
supplied intelligence information
to the state, pathered over there
from supporters,

In the East however, evidently
some of the Muslims seem to
have shown themseles to be
hostile to the Tigers and acted
in collaboration with the state
security forces. This conduct
iz understandable when it is
realized that the Muslims claim
to be distinctive and demand
the right to chart their own
destiny, But with little love
between Muslims and Tigers the
East has becn bloodiest plagued
by attacks and reprisals,

Yet, in spite of such a gory and
Faractured scene in the East and
an equally distressing position in
the North when Muslims feel
unsafe to live, if there is to be
peace, a settlement that s
to be peace, a scttlement that
15 reaspnable gnd just and, above
all, palatable to the Muslims
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has to be reached whoever may
emerge as those in charge of
the North-East. It is a miscalcua-
tion to assume that the Muslim
community could be dislodged
from the North-East. It is also
imperative to acknowledge and
recognise in & manner that
would inspire confidence among
them the Muslims have a separate
identity, Tamil speaking though
they be,

To settle the fundamental
Sinhala-Tamil conflict ultimately
a federal union or some such
similar set-up with substantial
devolution of power and re Sponsi-
bility could be the solution. In
regard to the very large Muslim
population distributed over the
North and East a regional unit
or provincial wnit within any
larger constitutional framework
should be & means to provide
recognition of all rights and dues
of the Muslims. Constitution-
ally as suggested by Prof, Suriya-
kumaran, a cantonal systam, one
for each Muslim zone without
exception, with precisely demar-
cated power and prerogatives
with, in addition, a restriction
on the Provincial Council in such
matters can be conceived, As he
states there could also be two
special sessional committees of
the Provincial Council or any
other such wunit, one each for
the North and East, to screen
or to prepare legislation on such
matters., In the process there
could be provision to the Muslims

in FEast to enjoy a 35%
representation  that would not
been possible in an  overall

unit. Moreover, a basic arrange-
ment for Muslim security should
be devised apart from the
constitutional provision  for
them; a strict application of
ethnic ratios locally in cantonal
type areas in  recruitment
and in the composition of law
and order enforcing machinery
can be a means,

Security of communities, both
Tamils and Muslims, have been
endangered by colonisation. Local
population ratios were not respec-
ted and should be respected if
a peace sttlement is desired.
Moreover, it is essential to consi-
der the grant of redress in cases
of more recent inroads, especi-
ally since 1983, into Etl:mm
proportions in the colonisad
areas. But in respect of the
Muslims, their right to be in
areas where they had been for
years should be inviolable, and
voluntary settlement of anyone
any where should be accomodated;
what is undesirable and needs
abandonment is any settlement
programme used by the govern-
ment to change ethnic spatial
relations in order to maintain
control over minorities or a
minority. There should be a
distinction between homeland
and immigrant ethnic groups,
sponsored by the state when
settlement is arranged.

For communal reconciliation
and durable peace a settlement
negotiated between the Muslims
and the Tamils in the North
and East through their represen-
tatives is vital. For peace and
harmony to be there an environ-
ment of understanding between
the Tamils and Muslims needs
to be created. In this process,
relisious and educational leaders

and those involved in social
services and community work
can - play a positive role inm

building bridges of understand-
ing and creating confidence
Aamong communities.

There should be no feeling in
gither community that they are a
threatened or besieged group and
of one as hostile to the other,
Only through the cultivation of
one another could better under-
standing be built. And such
perceptions could be engendered
in schools through teachers and



in society through community
leaders. The present idea of the
adversasinl relationship among
Muslims and Tamils should be
jettisoned. This is best achieved
by the government or its forces
ceasing to createtensions between
Muslims and Tamils by their
conduct or leadersnip. The use
of Muslims or Tamils to pick
up intelligence by the government
needs to be halted.

It is uesless and irrelevat
now to harp on phases of the
Tamil-Muslim encounter and
blame ones another for extre-
mism or duplieity. Nor is it
worth while to argue on and
on about absolute and relative
rights and concluding that bloody
confllict was inevitable,

A more positive wholesome
attitude of Trectifying wrong
and doing right should be taken
by Tamil and Muslim leader-
ship, Tamils and Muslims need
not live im a state of perma-
nent belligerency; they had co-
existed cordially for years, The

Tamils should mnot view the
Muslims as a suspect group
because of their nexus with

the Sinhalese and they should
not be viewed as a political
or security problem. They ought
to be made to feel and think
as a part of the Tamil speak-
ing peoples by being treated as
equals ipm every sense. An at-
mosphere of understanding and

respect for one another has
to be built.

The Muslims, even though
Tamil-speaking, need in any

settlement a more positive and
constitutional recogaition as a
discrete proup with rights; those
should be no condescension to-
wards them. - Tamils should
act to remove Muslim feelings
of injustice, and the Tamils
should not see themselves alone
as the legitimate group in the
Morth and East, There ought
to be ‘nol exclusive approach
considering : any Muslim orga-
nisation ‘as| subversive to Tamil
interests and meriting elimina-
tion. At the same time, Mus-
lims should 7steer "clear of in-
fections intolerant fundamenta-
lism, for fundamental attitudes

allow no room for compromise,
understanding of others, and
accomodation of them.

Furthermore, the military and
the media have to treat the
Tamils as Sri Lankan — the
reportage of communal violence
in  the MNorth-East must be
fairer and cven-handed and
losses perpetrated on the Sinha-
lese and the Muslims by Tamils
should not alone be reported,

What befalls the Tamils too at
Muslim hands needs to be in-
formed. Alse, the military has
to consider that oot only Mus-
lims- but even Tamils need
protection and security and noi
punishment alone.

On the other hand, any sense
of fear and insccurity among
Muslims or Tamils needs fto
be dispelled by positive measures
of confidenec building by the
government such as stoppage
of settlements in the Morth and
East apd arbitrary arrest and
search of Tamils. The Muslims
in the North and East should
not be apprehensive that they
will not be equals to the Tamils,
eny attempt to coerce the
Muslims to accept the dictates
of the Tamils should be aban-
doped forthwith., They should
be encouraged to remain within
the fold of the Tamil-speaking
peoples under any new political
framework devised for the island.

There ought to prevail a benign
cocxistence within a unit, federal,
or provincial or regional, that
provides for separate, uninterrup-
ted ethnic and cultural develop-
ment of the two groups of Tamils
and Muslims. This should
satisfy the basic need of the
Muslims to live along with their
owd peoples. It would contribute
at the same time to decrease
intercommunal  anxieties and
tensjons. The Muslims as well
as the Timils need to have no
fear of discriminatory policies
in resource allocations by the
Sinhalese nor by one another.

Much of the functions of the
national government need to be
developed in good measure to
the MNorth-East unit and be
excrcisable both by the Tamils

and Mupslims within their res<
pective areas. For a ‘seitle-
ment, with these elements that
have been outlined being a part
of it, to be forged there should
be Muslims — Tamil discussions
and negotiations., They ought
to be allowed to agree on a
specific settlement with very
little interference by the Sinhalese
dominated governments, [t may
well be & long process that
would involve concrete steps io
dissipate distrust and build the
gonviction where peace could
be perceived as mutually bene-
ficial., Patience is needed indeed.

It is essential to foster ongo-
ing, even if sporadic, peace
negotiations, and the leadership
of the Tamils and Muslims in
the Morth and East should engage
in them. But ab initic Muslims
claims for autonomous manage-
ment of their areas and affairs
and for freedom and equality
in the M™orth-East should be
acknowledged by the Tamils
and the government, Immediately,
the Muslims should be restored
to their homes in the North,
and their hardships because of
the Sinhalese — Tamil conflict
pught to be alleviated; tension
minimised; and co-existence of
the two communities in the
Norih-East actively fostered.

Obstactes will be not there
in devising logical and objec-
tive solutions but more in coping
with the present perceptions
of the two communities. Ewven
more formidable will be to get
the Tamil Tigers who are pre-
scntly operative always in the
Morth and on and off in the East,
to make any moves and to
inspire confidence in the Muslims.
It is difficult to say who could
bell the cat. But it is in the
interest of both parties to seek
a way out. Then there is hope
of solution or else the price
to pay is too much for both
communities.

A minimum base for solving
differences is the proposal of
a system that safeguards cultural
and communal autonomy of
both minorities, preservation of

(Confinued on Page 19)
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Part 2

FIVE-STAR DEMOCRAT

Piyal Gamage

vite a number of events

during JR's regime provide
us with indicators of exactly
what he thought of “a com-
pletely independent judiciary™.
To begin with, JR ‘“reconstitu-
ted the Supreme court leaving
out 12 serving judges, four of
them ©being demoled to the
appeal  court and ‘the other
eight being left out altogether.
This unigue event in the long
history of our Supreme court
was scarcely calculated to encou-
rape senior judges to be “com-
pletely independent™.

When a special presidential
commission (SPC) was appoin-
ted by JR to inguire into
alleged abuse of power during
Mrs Bandaranaike’s regime, she
challenged the legality of the
SPC before the appeal court.
On 9 November 1978 the appeal
court held that the SPC had
no jurisdiction to inguire into,
or report or make recommen-
dations in relation to Mrs Ban-
daranaike’s administration bet-
ween 1370 and 1977 since that
was a period prior to the
enactment of the SPC  law.
JR’s response was the Special
Presidential Commissions of In-
quiry (Special Provisions) Act
No.4 of 1978 which was rushed
through parliament and which
declared that the judgment of
the court of appeal was null
and void and gave retrospective
effect to the offences alleged
against Mrs Bandaranaike.

On a writ application made
by Felix Bandaranaike, the
Supreme court found one of
the members of the SPC, KCE
de Alwis, “conduct unbecoming
of a judicial officer” and held
that he had become “unahble
to act and that he was disen-
titled to hold office and func-
tion a5 a member of the SPC
inquiry”. The impugned judge
petitioned JR alleging that the

judges who had found against
him were biassed and were hos-
tile to JIR’s povernment. TR
did not toss the petition into
the waste paper basket. Instead,
a select committee of parlia-
ment was appointed to inquire
into de Alwis’s allegation, Mrs
Bandaranaike exploded in anger:
“He (JR) has already exercised
his power over the legislaturc
by removing, during their terms
of office, members who had
been elected to parliament at a
general election. He now pro-
poses to demonstrate his power
adver the judiciary by subjecting
two senior judges of our highest
court to the huomiliation of
haviog fto defend themselyes
against the vituperation of a man
who ended his judicial career
in disgrace.” (The Island 9
March 19283). The select com-
mittee found the accused judges
not guilty of the allegations
made against them by de Alwis.

Early in 1983, two citizens,
in two separate cases, submitied
petitions to the Supreme courst
under Article 126 of the Consti«
tution. In one Deremitipola
Ratnasara Thero complained that
a policeman had illegally con-
fiscated 20,000 copies of a
pamphlet printed by him and
in the other case Mrs Vivienne
Goonewardena complained that
when she went to the Kollu-
pitiya police station to inguire
after a man who had been
arrested, she had been kicked
and placed under arrest. 1In
the first case the court awarded
damages in Rs 20,000 to be
paid to the complainant by the
police officer concerned and in
the other the state was ordered
to _pay Rs 2,500 in damages to
the complainant. JR ordered
that the damages and costs in
both cases should be paid from
state funds and ordered that both
policemen be immediately pro-
moted.

Paul Sieghart, chairman of
the exccutive committes of
Justice (the British section of
the ICI) interviewed JR on these
matters and later reported:
“(The president) conceded that
the promotions and -cosis out
of public funds were his deci-
5i0ns, at a time when he found
the Supreme court a hindrance
tc some of his policies. The
conclusion is inescapable that
he was deliberately sceking to
teach the judges a lesson, in
order to make them more plias
ble to the executive’s wishes,
If that is so, these were gross-
ly improper acts; but for the
immunity from all suits the
president enjoys under Ariticle
35(1) of the Constitution, they
might well have been eriminal

offences under Article 116(2).”
Three days after the judg-
ment in the Vivienne Goone-

wardena case, unruly mobs came
in  state_owned wvehicles and
invaded the houses of two of
the judges who had heard this
case' and also a house the
third judge had till recently
occupied. They shouted threats
and obscenities at the judges.
Later a person who gave his
name as Kalu Lucky called at
the Dajly MNews and claimed it
was he who organised the demon-
stration, adding it was a demo-
cratic right to express one's
views. The police (who worked
directly wunder JR) took no
notice. JR himself told Sieg-
hart that *the right of peace-
ful protest was available to
the people of Sri Lanka.”

In  September 1983,
some  misunderstanding

aver
about

. the taking of oaths by the jud-

ges of the Supreme court and
the Appeal court, they were all
treated as having wvacated their
posts! The court houses were
all locked and barred and
guards placed outside them to
prevent  access to them. Sub-
sequently all judges were given
fresh letters of appoinment
commencing 15 September 1983,
After inquiry into the 13th
amendment to the Constitution
one judge wrote a judgment
which displeased JR, He pub-
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licly denounced the
calling him “‘unreliable".

These are just some instances
fnot all) in which JR gave
clear indications of just how
much he favoured “a judiciary
which is completely indepen-
dent™.

¢sFregdom of expression both verbal
and written; the right to sddress
meetings.’”

Way back in 1972 when IR
was leader of the opposition,
the United Front government
introduced the Press Council
bill. The bill was challenged
in the constitutional court by
JR, His lawyers urged: “Clause
16(1) absclutely prohibits publi-
cation in a newspaper of the

whole or part of the procee-
dings of a cabinet meeting,
Clause 16(2) prohibits publica-

tion in a mnewspaper all docu-
ments passing between minis-
ters and the secretary to the
cabinet and the publication of
the whole or part of any

judge,

cabinet decision unless appro-
ved for publication by the
secretary to the cahinet. This
provision constitutes a flagrant
violation of the freedom of
speech and expression, Douglas
J. said in the Pentagon Papers
case: ‘Secrecy in government is
fundementally  anti-democratic
perpetuating bureaucratic errors.
Open discussion and debate on
public issues are vital to our
national health. On public issues

there should be open and
robust debate, ‘The essential
aspect of freedom of speech

involves the right of free criti-

cism of the bureaucracy and
the government.'

The bill was passed into
law as the Sri Lanka Press
Council Law No.5 of 1073,
When the Dbill was taken

up in parliament the UNP
led by JR staged a wallk-out,
But JR did not really believe
this — he

any of was only
playing politics, When he
became head of the govern-

ment he certainly did not repeal
the Press Council law. Instead,

he nominated his own Council

and to head it appointed a
frusted kinsman, Whatcver he
may have said while in the

opposition JR was mnot about
to deprive himself of a handy
weapon to silence criticism.
Almost the first official act of
JR as prime minister (ten days
after he was sworn in) was to
take over the pro-SLEP times
group of newspapers osing the
Business Acquistion Act (whidh
he had promised to repeal).

Yery soon aftér ‘that came
the Parliament (Powers and
Privileges) bill which was enac-
ted in great haste as a malter
that was ‘“‘urgent in the national
interest” and became law om
February 1 1978, Tt was under
this law that two editors of
the Ceylon Observer were fined
because their paper had carried
a picture of Peter Fonda and
Jill 8t. George in a boat, with
an incorrect caption. This event
led in turn to Mr S Nadesan
being charged under the same
act when he published a eriti-

(Continued on page 22)
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Part 2

Indochina Revisited

Rajiva Wijesingha

f course the levity with

which the Khmer Rouge
had treated religion had pro-
vided them with both excuse
and encouragement. The same
thing, I was to find, has hap-
pened too at  Angkor Wat,
where time and time again 1
came across statues where the
head had been crudely hacked
off. Some of the marks were
quite recent, and the plunde-
ring was still going on, we
gathered, the international mar-
ket for antiques being a lucra-
tive attraction that could not
be easily resisted once the prac-
tice had commenced. The
Khmer Rouge may not origi-
nally have engaged in the prac-
tice themselves, but they had
begun the process of destroying

the buildings wilfully, using
them for target practice on
occasion; the Vietnamese sol-

diers, without any allegiance at
all to the cultural heritage of
the ‘area, had gone further;
now the dealers, their appe-
tites whetted, were easily able
to find agents of all sorts who
had no diffieulty, given the
size of the complex and the
density of the jungle surroun-
ding it, in eluding often enough
the few young soldiers who
tried hopelessly in  isolated
groups of two or three to guard
the entire site.

What the Khmer Rouge had
destroyed in the palace complex
at Phnom Penh was the Iron
Palace, built by the French in
honour of Louis Mapoleon, one
of those structures of steel
girders and glass plates that
sprang up all over the world
during that period, Incongru-
ously sited in the midst of ele-
gant temples with curved roofs,
it still had a bizarre charm
in its despoiled condition, the
glass broken, the iron all rusty
and in places twisted. It was
understandable that no attempt
had been made to repair it,

The writer is President of the Lﬂ;cm.f Party

surrounding it had all been
though the beautiful buildings
restored to near enough to their
first splendour.

That must have been a cons-
cious decision. Elsewhere one
was aware of the paucity of
resources, given the other poten-
tially impressive temple that
were in a sad state of disrepair.
Religion was no longer discou-
raged, and there were a fair
number of monks and acolyfes
in all the temples, most of them
young (given the decimation of
the older generation that had
taken place under Pol PFPot),
many hearteningly excited when
they heard I was from Sri
Lanka; the sentimentality about
Theravada Buddhism that I had
noted before in Vietnam and
Thailand is apparent here too;
and indeed heightened because
of what are perceived as affi-
nities of colour and culture,
as oppposed to the more recogni-
sable Mongoloid influences that
have pervaded other countries
in the region. Enthusiasm
within the monasteries was not
however matched by prosperity,
which provided a marked con-
trast with Vietnam, and parti-
cularly with Laos, where perhaps
becanse they have been able to
build up steadily over the years
with no concerted disruption,
religious orders have been able
to restore a great many temples
with remarkable success.

The most noticeable instance
of penury in Phnom Penh was
the Musecum. The building it-
self is striking, and the collec-
tion within quite magnificient.
The characterization of the
Khmers as the Greeks of South
East Asia became quite under-
standable when one saw the
sustained development of their
art over mnearly a millenium;
and the comparison was stren-
gthened when one noted that
the culture received a tremen-
dous impetus in about the 8th

century, with input from Indo-
nesia that seems to have inter-
mingled productively with main-
land influences — just as the
cultural eminence of the Greeks
owed much to their contact
with the Persian cmpire, and
its impact on open-minded ex-
ploratory energies. Most vividly
underlining the similarity there
still stands out in my mind a
9th century Harihara in bronze,
as stunning in its stylized im-
pact as the charioteer at Delphi.

That, and many other splen-
dours, are housed in long halls
with elaborate roofs, built
around a charming  central
courtyard, A few attendants sit
about desultorily in pairs In
the courtyard. By and large,
one has the Museum to one
self — except for the bats, who
flit about between the roof and
the ceiling, squeaking inces-
santly. For some time I won-
dered what the noise was; after
1 identified it, the statues some
how seemed more appealing,
the Museum more memorable,
in its tarnished grandeur.

If the Museum was a Seren-
dipitous discovery, Angkor Wat
of course was something long
awaited and dreamed of, and
the main inspiration indeed for
my trip. It proved eantirely
satisfying., The main temple
itself seems to me surely one
of the three or four most mag-
nificient structures in the world,

In =addition therse were all
the other monuments I had not
really known about separately,

most notably the Great City,
Angkor Thom, with its wvast
royal compound, and the

Bayong Temple, 54 four headed
towers thrusting upward to the
sky, all bearing the features
of King Jayavarman VII, which
were repeated again at the five
elaborate pates into the city,
each of them led up to by a
double line of statues, in grea-
ter or lesser states of disrepair,
representing men and gods dra-
wing on the serpent ropes that
churned up the mythical sea
of milk.

The tour was not cheap, but
it included everything; flights
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to and from the little town of
Seam Reap; two mnights with
full board at the Grand Hotel
there (excellent service, and ex-
cellent food, contrary to Tan’s
warnings, once we had settled
on the Cambodian menu, and
charming enough for one not
to mind too much the fact
the power supply was cut off
soon after dinner, leaving one
to sweltering heat and the
nightlong threat of mosquitoes);
transport two or even three
times a day to and from the
ruins, which meant journeys of
up to thirty miles, depending
upon which temples we were
exploring; and a very thorough
guide service, for a group of
just three of us. Qur group
was particularly lueky to have
the only relatively old pguide
still in service, Mr. Huy (he
had spent the Pol Pot period
hiding in the mountains with
his family). He was immen-
sely knowledgeable, and his en-
thusiasm for his subject and
his anxiety to convey as much
of it as was possible survived
even my falling into a pit when
I tried to explore the dark
recess behind one of the statues
at the very top of Angkor Wat.

Fortunately an  iron  ladder
checked my fall, and though
there was lots of hlood and
my limbs were sore for days
afterwards, the wounds: were
superficial; Mr. Huy obli-
gingly clambered all the way
down the ladder in search of
my spectacles and, though he

muttered indignantly at me for
a quarter of an hour after-
wards, he evidently desided that
we cculd be stretched to the
utmost. We were up before
dawn the next day so that we
could be taken climbing on the
roof of one of the outer pavi-
lions to have a view of the
towers of Angkor Wat against
the rising sun. Later that day,
at the temple of Preah Khan,
built by Jayavarman as a tomb
for his father, he led us aver
fallen masonry and through
dark tunncls, tapping =all the
way with his stick to frighten
off snakes, to see the most
exquisite carving of a Deva-
dasi. At Ta Prohm, the .tomb

of Jayavarman's mother, where
practically every structure has
been wrenched apart by massive
trees shooting roots and bran-
ches and truoks through the
stones, he took wus climbing
along the far from level roofs
(notwithstanding that the Swiss
in our group had vertigo), de-
claring repeatedly in great pglee
as he hauled himself up to yet
another height, 'Easy for me,
difficult far you."! He was
usually correct,

It was altogether a breath-
taking experience. What was
especially evocative for me was
the revelation of how Buddhism
and Hinduism had blended so
well to create a positive cul-
tural identity. I suppose some-
thing similar can be discerned
in Polonnaruwa, or in the tem-
pels of the Gampola period,
but by and large the dominant

philosophy here of the more
recent period (and this goes
back to the time of the Kan-

dyan kings too) has been one
of disjunction rather than syn-
thesis, of emphasizing the dif-
ferences between Buddhism and
Hinduism (and indeed between
them and everything else) rather
than identifying the much more
pertinent similarities. The Khmer
culture on the other hand
enthusiastically blended both to-
gether. Angkor Wat predomi-
nantly Hindu, Angkor Thom
Buddhist, but elements of both
intermingled at both sites in a
joyous fusion. That perhaps
explains the compulsive sense
of life that the buildings con-
vey after so many centuries,
not only in the magnificient
bas-reliefs that abound in both,
of secular and religious scenes,
mythological, but also in the
varied statvary and the archi-
tecture.

It is the Indians now whoe
are most heavily involved in
restoration work., The French
had done a great deal in the
colonial period, and are keen
to get involved again, but there
are limits to what they can do.
France after all has no formal
diplomatic relations as yet with
Phnom Penh, India on the

other hand, as the only country .
outside the Socialist Bloc to
recognize the Hun Sen govern-

ment, can move more frecly
despite its more limited re-
sources. Though one heard

complaints about what they are
doing and in particular about
the indiscriminate use of
cement, to my of course to-
tally untutored eve what had
been achieved seemed perfectly
acceptable, Certainly it weould
be folly to wait longer, in the
hope that something better
would ultimately come along.
With little expertise in the
country  itself, with Khmer
Rouge forces pot too far away
in the jungle (some paths lea-
ding away from the more dijs-
tant tuins are forbidden, since
it was pot too lomg ago that
the Khmer Rouge were laying
landmines on them), with only
adolescent soldiers to pguard
them against all sorts of de-
predations, the more work that
is done on the sites mow, and
the sooner the place is opened
up to more tourists and a res-
ponsive  infrastructure  deve-
loped, the better for one of the

great inheritances of the world.
On the last day Mr. Huy
took us to two 9th century

temples in the little village that
had been his birthplace, twenty
miles away, and thep even fur-
ther, to Tonle Sap, the great
lake of sweet waters, It was a
centre for inland fishing, and
we went out in a boat through
hundreds of houses on stills,
to a somewhat larger hut in-
habited by a dozen or "more
adults, in additiop to ‘their
children, where they cured fish
as well as rearing them in large
pens staked out in the water,
Having had a wvery full pro-
gramme over the previous two
days, we had not gone out at
all into the town of Seam
Reap, so this was our only
opportunity of seeing something
of the life of the area. It was
of course a very special sort
of life. Our Swiss companion,
who had spent a long time in
Indochina in the course of his
life, was of the view that most
of the fisher folk must be



Visetnamese, since they seemed
fairer in colour and in any
case fishing was not really a
Khmer occupation. Mr. Huy
indeed had already told us
that there was a section of
the settlement that was a Viet-
namese colony. Perhaps the
charitable view was that they

were introducing an occupation |

that could prove productive for
the country.

Anyway, whether recent or
not, the life style was remar-
kably organized. Little boats
chugged aslong, or were paddled
around, selling bread and vege-
tables, while =&
general stores for dry goods
and commodities had been set
up in the stilt houses. There
was also a bar, where people
were drinking, and what Mr.
Huy pointed out to us, closed

at the time in the bright
morning sunshine, as a video
parlour; and also a couple of
police  stations  interspersed |
amongst the other huts, like

them on stilts. In one, we saw a

shining array of heavy old
guns lying in a back room
with the door open. The lake

was massive,
long way to the west, and the
Khmer Rouge still presented a

threat to some parts of ity
shoreline. Where we  were
however, in the midst of bust- |

ling but peacefully ordered
activity, it was hard to imagine
that there was still a struggle
going on, and being encouraged,
in the country at large.

1t was my birthday that day,

and in the evening, back in
Phonom Penh, I celebrated by
going out to dinner with a

student I had met the day
before leaving for Seam Reap.
It would be more  accurate

perhaps to say that he had |
picked me up, having stopped
me in the street as a likely

stranger on whom to practice
his English, and offered to
take me arcund the city on
the back of his motorbike.

His name was
said, because ‘I come
Monday, so my mother

on a
call

(Continued on page 24)
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and ethnic heritage of the two
peoples, and safeguarding of
their political rights. To this
end some supgestions have been
made earlier and action should
be initiated in regard to them.

It is unhealthy to allow the
conflicting parties to maintain
their subjective perceptions of
the reality and to remain entren-
ched intheirunyielding positions.
This will only baffle a solution
of the ecommunal conflict. Com-
promise is essential and attitu-
dinal change is imperative to a
solution and both parties should
gubscribe here.  Initially, the
gradual
but this should mnot deter
a commencement of it.

There are two different cultural
and social backgrounds of the
two different communal groups
and a high level of cohesiveness
among both groups. Added to
these, the conflicting political
aspirations among the Tamils
and Muslims vis-a-vis the Sin-
halese dominated government
will mo doubt be hurdles to
overcome in any final settle-
ment of the Tamil-Muslim
conflict. But liberal humanistic
conviction obliges one to create
accomodative arrangements such
as power-sharing, participation
and other devices which could
reconcile the conflicting impera-
tives of the Tamils and Muslims
with the stances of Sinhalese
majority. All citizens, irrespec-
tive of race or crecd, need 1o
be allowed to enjoy equal rights
and the different communities
be able to control their internal
affairs as in a federal polity
or unijon of regions with of
course a special structure to
cater to the Muslim aspirations
within the Tamil federal unit
or region. Power—sharing will
contribute towards peace among
communities in a plural polity.

Muslims need to be given a

sure sense of security in their
territorial bases and perhaps
one could draw upon the ex-

perience of Finland in dealing
with the islanders of Aland to
whom assurances of autonomy

and self management have been
constitutionally and in practice

guaranteed. lo regard to mixed
settlements of Muslims and
Tamils, Muslims may be able

to draw upon past experience
when the Holy Prophet assured
in Medina to Jews and healthens
alike all equal rights of citizen-
ship without discrimination
Tolerance and understaning bet-
ween the two communities which
have a hoary record of co-exist-
ence need to be brought back again

as an individual like Eastern
Ibrahim asserts; to him the
enemy i3 state colonisation,

which drives Muslims and Tamils
to compete for what is left
behind.

The L.T.T.E.has in a statement,
reproduced in a recent issue of
the Tamil MNation, spoken of a
secular set-up and tolerance
under their dispensation. They
have promised to the Muslims
their due rights, and privileges
and made clear that they shall
not suffer discrimination. In
fact, they have argued that it
was left to the Tamils to voice
the injustices that had befallen
the Muslims in places like Galle
and Puttalam in the recent past,
and that there is greater danger
to the Muslims in the East from
trends like the Sinhalese coloni-
sation plan than from  the
Tigers. They hark back to an
entente in the late eighties in
Tamilnady with Muslim represen-
tatives and that the Muslim
leadership in the South which
is unableto lock after their own
kind there will not able to do
hardly anything for the Muslims
of the East. The L.T.T.E. sees
hopes for the Muslims with the
Tamils and not in a separation
between the two communities. Is
this mere thetoric or will the
Tigers translate all of it into
reality. Once burnt, the Mus-
lims will be twice shy — this is
certainly clear now.

But the East is today redder
still with so many Tamils falling
victims to Sinhalese vwindictive
military wrath in the aftermath
of a fatal mine blast when two
soldiers died. This has com-
pounded an already complicated
scenario.

19



Correspondence

Lyn Ludowyk

I thank the Lanke Guardian
and Mr, Vittachi (LG Vol. 14
no. 4 15 June 1991) for the
opportunity to make some brief
extension to the argument carri-
ed in my review of Lyn Ludo-
wyk’s memoir. (Those Long
Afternoons: childhoed in  colonial
Ceylon). There are however some
preliminary misunderstandings on
which I beg leave to comment.

In the circumstances in which
the review was wrilten, it was
important for me to make clear
that I was expressing my view
of a class or category of people
to which T myself belonged. 1
certainly did not purport to
speak for a whole class. If Mr.
Vittachi or anyone else dis-
agrees with what 1 wrote T am
most interested in hearing his
or her views.

It i1s quite true that in our
awn various ways, Lyn, Doric
and I were related to the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party, but any-
one who knew Lyn would not
suppose  that his wvision of
socialism was constrained by
either the ideology or the later
history of that party. Mr Vitta-
chi's comments on '"this are
therefore quite irrelevent,

I have no antipathy to ‘know-
ing English’, nor in my relat-
ionship with Doric as his student
and for a short time as his
colleague was there any indi-
cation that he would have even
understood such a comment.
The only grounds on which 1T
can imagine an antipathy to
Enowing anmything at all is as
a defence against sheer emo-
tional horror,

The main argument I would
like to present here has two
aspects — first the failure of
the English-speaking class in
Sri Lanka to fulfil the obli-
gations inherent in its implicit
claim to elite status, and the
other, the deprivation that all
of us must suffer, to varying
extents, through separation from
a language community,
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Throughout the nineteenth and
the early decades of this cen-
tury the English-speaking and
English-educated were a highly
privileged group which>consider-
ed itself and was treated as an

elite in whose hands lay the
future of the country, There
were highly significant move-

ments which attempted to esta-
blish Sinhalese—Buddhist and
Hindu-Tamil rights to control
of the national polity and culture

and these had legislative and
political success since at least
the mid-1940s. Nevertheless,

control of the English language
has reiaained a major instru-
ment in the control of power.
My argument is that since its
orgins in the nineteenth cen-
tury members of our English-
speaking class, group, category,
or whatever, have claimed the
benefits of privileged status but
bave not, generally fulfilled the
obligations inherent in the
position we occupied. It may
be said that many individuals
have, but many have not. My
opinion, and it is my opinion
alone, is that a significant
portion of this category have
been overwhelmingly concerned
with their own personal interests
and have not even been aware
of any obligation to the majo-
rity of the population as re-
compense for the bestowal of
this colonial benefit. This; I
think, is vulgarity, though there
may be other forms of it as
well.

The above 1s a personal,
political, view and I am sure
many would
The argument on the other side
of the coin seems much more
self-cvident and has to do with
the environment by which all

of us who are part of this
group, class or category are
constrained, Mr Vittachi de-

monstrates the constraints most
clearly when he sugsests that
‘purely Lankan locutions' would
be ctincomprehensible elsewhere
in the world” and should there.
fore be restricted omne wiay or
another. The suggestion seems
to be that any writing  for a

contest it

wider audience must look for
standards set in some outside
centre from which all standards
emanate, This is an appalling
culture cringe and it is sad to
think that anyone would choose
to live within such self-erected
fences of Latin grammar or any
other kinds of barbed wire,

Looking back on my years
as a student of Lyn and Dorig,
in the ‘lanpnage’ part of the
course, one of the things they
conveyed to students was the
ereative history of the English
language and, now, I see, by
implication the creativity in the
use of all langnage. This creati-
vity can never be the sole preroga-
tive of an elite, and the major
disadvantage from which all of
us, speakers of Ceylon English,
have suffered, is severance from
a linguistic hinterland., If we
were to abandon ‘purely Lankan
locutions’ where would Sri
Lankans writing in English go
to nourish the creativity of the
language they use? Though there
is nothing specially Lankan in
the sentence I cited from Lyn
and that Mr Vittachi quoted
from my review, it is indeed
sad if he does not understand
it.

With reference to Mr Vittachi’s

P.5., it is not for me to per-
mit or to forbid vulgarity.
Whatever determines our be-

haviour, sociological or otherwise,
for most of us there are times
when the decision can only be
individual.

Gehan Wijeyewardene

EC and not EEC

This is in refercnce to an
article tittled ‘Lesson of Terror-
ism. A new Indo-Sri Lanka
relationship?” on page 3 of
Lanka Guardian of July 1,799,

The European Economic Com-
munity is now referred to as
European Community (EC). But
the article states everywhere
EEC, 1 think this is wrong,



It is regrettable, this mistake
bhas occored in an article written
by Lanka’s leading foreign affairs
commentator and journalist.

Sivakumaran Vipulanande
Wattala
Note: De Silva erred. Habits die hard - B,

Separatism
Izeth Hussain in L G _GI.DE.EFD.
stated that *the Tamil Nadu
and Sri Lankan Tamils cons-

titute two distinct ethnic groups”
(p. 19, last para). In the LG
01,07.91, he states that they cun
be regarded as distinct groups
“in some senses’’ (p. 4 para 3),
How come, this gqualification?

Mr Marasimha Rao is from
Andhra Pradesh and is Telugu
speaking. It is now accepted
that the terms ‘ARYAN' and
‘DRAVIDIAN' are misused. To
say the PM of India is a
Tamil-speaking Dravidian, is a
misnomer.

It is smart to say that the
Tamils were the first to take
to separatism, But it was the
Muslims who realised it first.

Historical conditioning  is
certainly behind the high-
handedness - and undemocratic
behaviour of every nation, state,
peaple, language and religion.
Each nation work on the pre-
mise that their country, people,
language, religion, etc. are God’s
creation. How far this is im-
plemented, depends on numeri-
cal strength and or military
prowess. It should be for our
good, if our thinking is ration-
alised. Otherwise, we should
concede Israel’s behaviour too.
It should be accepted that reli-
gions — not created by God —
are to a pgreat extent responsi-
ble not for propagating peace
and accord, but, for fomenting
dissension and discord.

However, Izeth Hussain's essays
are enlightening in some ways.

M P de Silva
Caolombo 6.

The etymology of
‘Ceylon’

Dr. Jane Russel points out
that the Portuguese ‘Ceilan’
(which gave rise to the word,
‘Ceylon") was derived from Sans-
krit word, ‘Simala’, which is
cquivalent to *Sinhala’ (LG July
1}. This interpretation relies
more on myth than on the
marine history of Indian Ocean.
Medieval China controlled the
Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf
due to- the vision of naval
commander Cheng-Ho in  the

“15th century, before the advent

of Portuguese mnaval power.
Cheng-Ho commended a fleet
of 62 ships and 28 000 men —
bigger than most European navies
of his time. Cheng-Ho is also
oo stranger to Lanka. He first
visited the island in 1405 and
according to K. M. de Silva,
“five years later he led another

expedition which seized the
Sinhalese king, his gueen and
some of the mnotables of the

kingdom and took them prisoner
to China" (4 History of Sri
Lanka, 1981, pp. 86-87).

This being the case the Por-
tuguese word, ‘Ceilao” (or its
English variant ‘Ceylon’) is being
attributed as a derivation of the
Chinese alse have left their
mark on many other place names
which were in their sphere of
control in the 15th century, such
as Cochin (*Ko-chih'), Mogadi-
shu (“Mo-ku-ta—shu’) and Jidda
(**8hih-ta'), These details are
presented in the book, “Way of
Sea and Abuse of the Oceans”
(1988), authored by Richard
Green, the managing director
of a British shipping company.
Green also states—-that though
Chinese navigators were the first
to put magnetic compass into
practice in marine navigation
around A.D. 270, their contri-
butions to ocean exploration
have been overlooked by the
Occidental historians who wrote
history glorifying the discoveries
of medieval European explorers
like Vasco da Gama.

An able historian like Jane
Russel also should recognize
that when Portuguese first came
into contact with the Kotte
kingdom in 1505 (almost a

century after the visit of Cheng-
Ho to the island), they could
not have encountered Sanskrit-
speaking ethnics. Furthermore
T also have not come Across
any references to Portuguese
adventurers in medicval India
and Ceylon showing great inm-
clination to study- a dead
language.

Sachi Sri Hantha

(Osaka BioScience Institute
Japan

The Sovereign People

° Qur constitution is based on
the conccpt of the soversignty
of the people. What this
means is that the three arms
of government — the executive,
the legislature and the judi-
ciary all funpction under powers
entrusied to them by the sovereign
people.

So it was with considerable
surprise that T read that Mo J. R,
Jayewardena (in a lecture deli-
vered at the Y .M.C.A) speaking
of the need for a referendum
to amend certain provisions of
the constitution, said: “[ think
no democratic nation  in  the
world (he presumably meant
‘no other') has this unigue
power given to the people by
115 legislature.”” It is unfortu-
nate that Mr. Jayewardena
thinks the powers of the soye-
reign people are in the gift of
elected politicians  transiently

in office.
The sovereign pecople have
reserved certain  powers to

themselves which they do not
wish the legislature to exercise
without their express permission
given at a referendum. This is
not a gift to the people by the
legislature.

Mary Baldsing
Malabe.

Gandhi Assassination

I apropos your coverage of
the Gandhi assassination (LG
July 1),

(1) In your News background,
you quote Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali as stating
that, Rajiv Gandhi may not
have died if Mrs. Tndira Gan-
dhi had accepted the Sri Lan-
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(2)

(3)
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kan proposal for joint patrol-
ling of the Palk Straits®. I
wonder why minister Athu-
lathmudali’s memory  has
failed to see that Rajiv
Gandhi was given a second
lease of life on July 1987,
only because the naval
rating who swung the gun
at Gandhi in Colombo
missed his target,

The India Today report which
you republished, calls poet
Kasi Anpandan, the LTTE
emissary to Rajiv  Gandhi
in Delhi, an insignificant
political figure among Sri

Lankan Tamil circles. Bet-
ween 1972 and 1976, Kasi
Anandan was a political
prisoner under the Banda-
ranaike repime. He was one
of the three political pri-
soners  (other two  were
Maavai Senathirajah  and
Vannaj Ananthan) who
symbolised the change in
the traditional Tamil poli-
tical Jeadership. He ‘tried
to infuse this change by
attempting to oust the

veteran FP stalwart of the
Eastern Province. C. Raja-
durai in the 1977 general
election. This did create a
headache for the TULF old
guard and Kasi Anpandan
paid the price for losing
in that general election. No
body loves a loser. But to
say that “he was never
taken seriously as a poli-
tical figure”, in my opinion,
i5 fawed.

What confidence one can
have in the opinion of Con-
gress (1) sources, regarding
the Rajiv Gandhi-Kasi Anan-
dan meeeting of March 5th?
Isn't these same sources which
denied such a meeting in the
first instance? Since now it
has been acknowledged that
such a meeting did take
place in Rajiv Gandhi's pri-
vate residence, how about
asking Sonia Gandhi about
whut transpired  between
Rajiv and Kasi Apandan?
Has the LG able to receive

a copy of this purported
- cable” no 2227 If so, will
you opublish it in Ful for

the record?

Jon Swain’s republished re-
port which states  that
Nadesan Satyendra also met
Rajiv Gandhi on March 5th
has been exposed as in-
correct and the TLondon
Sunday Times did print a
correction and an apology.
Will LG also do the same.

Sachi Sri Kantha

Osaka Bio-Scicnce Institutc
Japan

We did not spot the The Sunday
Times correction. We regret the
error,

()

Press Release

“Our Organisations were form-
ed within the frame work of De-
mocracy and Laws of this
country and we have heen
continuously insisting on racial
upity.

We are [ully aware
fact that the wvested
jealous over the
rapid growth

of the
interests
Organisation’s
within a short
period, are trying to damage
our image. For an example,
our President Chandrasekaran
was taken in to custody in
May last year and was released
unconditionally after six days,
over the protest made by the
public and political parties.
At the time, the samc ele-
ments made several efforts
directly and indirectly to ridicule
and undermine us., We regret
to note that our political and
trade union opponents are once
again using the same methods
to poison the minds of our
members and sympathisers,

We  strongly believe that
neither our Leaders nor the Or-
ganisation had any connection
with any of the terrorist groups.
We have vehemently condemned
all terrorist, activities in this
country,

We have proved our genuine
desire to safeguard the rights
and interests of the people by
the just struggles, dialogues etc,,
within the frame work of De.
mocracy.

UP COUNTRY PEOPLES' FRONT
Sarath Athukorale R. M. Selliah
Vice President  Adwifnistrarive. Secretary

SPOILS...
(Continued fram Page 1I)

It is appropriate to conclude
by referring to an observation
in John Stvart Mill's great essay
on Coleridge. He noted that the
Conscrvatives of the time were
men of property and redoubta-
bly powerful. They could be
changed ‘“not by the impractica-
ble method of converting them
from Conservatives into Libe-
rals, but by their being led to
adopt one liberal opinmion after
another, as a part of Conser-
vatism itself”

Five-Star . ..,
(Cantined from page 18)

cal comment on what had
taken place. Mr H L de Silva,
appearing for Mr Nadesan, sub-
mitted, inter alia: *“*Members
of parliament have freedom of
speech. They do mot have
freedom from criticism. Immu-
nity from criticism is not part
of the doctrine of parliamentary
privilege.” Mr Nadesan was
acquitted — but it had been a
traumatic experience for serious-
minded citizens concerned for
the inteprity of their rulers,

On 22 July 1982 JR's govern-

ment completed five years in
office. On this same day a
public meeting was held at

the All Ceylon Buddhist Cong-
ress. Hall. Professor Sarach-
chandra began a lecture enti-
tled “The decline of Lankan
culture in recent years'. The
speaker started off with a
reference to the government's
open economic policy when a
gang of thugs in the audi-
ence rushed to the platform and
beat up the speaker and several
others on the rostrum inclu-
ding some Buddihist monks. A

person called Piyasena Jaya-
weera, described as an  assis-
tant to Mr Mathew made a

statement to the press that he
accepied responsibility for trying
to stop Mr Sarachchandra from
attacking government policy.
The poelice (under JR) took no
action,

And there you have a port-
rait of our five-star democrat.



A New World Order?

Kalinga Seneviratne

bout a ‘week after the

bombing of Iraq had stopped,
ABC Radio news said one mor-
ning that the National Farmers
Federation wants Australia to
start trading with Iragq imme-
diately, “‘because we can sell
them millions of dollars worth
of not only wheat, but also
wool, sheep, barley and sugar.”
Finally the media has found
out that Irag iz populated by
not only Saddam Hussein and
his one million Army, but by
people living there, who eat and
drink as we do. Hopefully next
time they will not refer to dams,
pipelines, milk powder factories

and power plants as “‘military
assets')
So when we talk about =a

New World Order, are we really
talking about a new order or
about the mastering of the pro-
pagation of hypocristy? As the
JS-Iraq conflict dragged on
and the war began, what became
clear to me was how the Wes-
tern media overtly became the
propaganda tool of the US war
machine.

I was reminded of what the
Pakistani Jourpnalist Altaf Gau-
-har wrote about the Western
media in 1984, at the height
of their campaign against UNES-
CO's idea of & New World
Communication and Information
Order. Altaf said,

“The Power of the media attains
awesome heights when it acts
in unison, particularly in defense
of some perceived threat to its

own interest. A campaign s
unleashed and a mighty roar
goes up, drowning every note

of dissent., Prejudice turns into
judgement and suspicion into
conviction, while facts and evi-
dence are swept aside by the
volubility of the media. When

Edited version of a ralk given by
Kalinga Seneviratne al a seminar on
“The Gulf War and Community Rela-
rions™, held at the University of Tech-
nology in Syduey, Australiz. He is a
Media Researcher at the Uni of Tech
i Spdney and the IPS newsagency's
Australian correspondent,

the US announced its withdrawal
from UNESCO, it was the signal
for the western media to revive
its old war against the so—called
new world communication and
information order. All plugs
were pulled out, UNESCO was
portrayed as a hot bed of in-
ternational intrigue where most
Third, World conspiracies were
hatched and its Director General
Mahtar M'Bow as the main
culprit™,

If you replace UNESCO with

Iraq and Mahtar M'Bow with
Saddam Hussein. I think that
quote describe precisely the

behaviour of the western media
since the TS apnounced its
troops deployment in Saudi Ara-
bia.

Since declaring war on Irag
George Bush has frequently used
the term “‘creating a New World
Osrder’” but never defined it,
The western media of course
has intepreted it, among others
as getting rid of the weapons
of mass destruction from Third
World dictators or despots-as
they prefer to put it. First of
course is Saddam Hussein.

This is under the assumption
that the West particularly the
Americans and British can hold
onto any amount of these wea-
pons of mass destruction. But
the media is either ignorant or
ignore the fact that it was
precisely these two  countries
that have first used and cont-
inue to use these weapons of
mass destruction,

Ironically the Britsh first used
gas shells to bomb Iraq in the
1920"s, whan tribesmen of the
Euphrates rose in rebellion aga-
inst Brititst military rule. We of
course know that the Americans
were the first and the only country
to use atomie weapons they also
used MNapalm defolients and other
methods of chemical ‘warfare
in Vietnam.

While much was told about
the Iragi potential for using
weapons of mass destruction
which never happened the mas-

.3

sive US and allied aerial bom-
bardment of Irag using {fuel
air bombs cluster bombs, nap-
alm, B-52 carpet bombing even-
against withdrawing troops, were
not seen as methods ' of mass
destruction.

When Saddam Hussein an-
nounced his intention to  with-
draw from WKuwait just before
the ground offensive began the
Americans refused to a cease-
fire to let this happen. During
the two davs this issue ‘was
debated, no Western Journalist
had the commonsense to ask a
Pentagon spokesperson how the
hell can they withdraw if you
are going to bomb them from
the air. The Journalists prob-
aly thought the Americans and
the British are civitized people
-how can they do such a thing

Throughout the conflict and
upto now these double stan-
nards are apparent everywhere
i the media. Naji Al Hadithi
the [Editor-In-Chief of the
Baghdad Observer told an Indian

-Jouranalist just before the out-

break of war that “The problem
with the Americans is that they
have dealt for too long with
the illiterate theives of the
desert, Bedouins, pirates and
rotten shieks. They don't know
how to deal with Arabs who
are not idiots, They can't un-
derstand us',

So rather than talk and try
to upderstand people, the TS
manipulated the United Nations
system — whose job it is to
avoid wars and arrange a
ceasefire, if war breaks out, Ins-
ead the UN was used to wage
war and when the war started,
to reject negotiations or a cease
fire.

The US also bribed, heavily
debted Egypt into joining the
alliance and almost certainly
promised Syria modern wea-
pons. There were also various
other bribes paid to UN secu-
rity council members to get
their votes for the war resolu-
tions. All these were done in
the process of creating a new
order supposedly based on
justice, peace and morality!

Meanwhile, the most ferocious
military attack was launched on
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Iraq, slaughtering many thou-
sands of civilians and destroying
the country’s infrastructure. The
deliberate allied hitech killing
of civilians was coyered up and
said to be unintended, collateral
damage’.

Finally one of the most bar-
daric massacres in the history
of civilization — bombing of a
retreating army — was hailed as
the “great 100-hour victory of
the allies' So what we should
be asking is whether this so-
called new world order is a
drawback to the barbarism of
the 18th and 19th centuries
European armies particularly
that of Britain and France went
around the  world  massac-
ring native people and grabbing
their natural resources.to service
the industries of the West.

Watching the propress of
science and technology, a guar-
ter of a century ago, the great
American  Dr  Wartin Luther
King said thatt “we have guided
missiles and misguided men.”
T think what we are witnessing
is the results of this era.

The Gulf War has created
sorrow, anger and immense ré-
sent not only among the Arabsand
Moslems, but in most parts of
the Third World. What they see
is. an American attempt to use
thuggery to reverse the United
States's decline as an cconomic
power. The fact that the US
had to go cap in hand fto
Germany and Japan, the defeated
enemies of the second world
war and to Saudi Arabia one
of the world’s most autocratic
regimes to help fund the war
is an indieation that the much
trumpeted American might may
well be more an imagination
of the western journalist then
the reality.

Recently, I have started writ-
ing to an inoternational mnews-
agency as their Australian corres-
pondent. Everytime 1 write a
story on the Australian economy

it is obvious to me that we
are @ Third World economy
and our place in the New

World Order the TUS wants to
establish can mnot possibly be
on the side of the US. As
Richard Farmer said in ‘the
‘Australian’ recently, “our allies

in the Gulff are our enemies on
the farm®™. =
But why doesn't our media

reflect that reality? I think the
cartoon which appeared in the
Sydney Morning Herald expla-
ins it wvery well — this was a re-
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production of a front page
picture of the desert massacre
{(which appeared a few days
earlier.) In fact when I saw the
cartoon, rathet than Dbeing
angry I felt very sad about it.

During the Gulf War the term
‘eradle of civilization® was fre-
guently used mockingly to des-
cribe Baghdad—a city which is
without doubt an archeological
treasure, I wonder how many
of you are aware that it was
Al-Khwarizmi a mathemalician
from the Baghdad Academy who
developed the system of Alge-
braic formulations in the Oth
century which laid the found-
ation to the science of bal-
listics and the development of
maodern missiles which ironically
almost destroyed Baghdad 11
centuries later. Another impor-
tant contribution Baghdad made

to western civilization was the
introduction of Einstitutional
university education.

1 think that when we falk
of cultural bias in the media
it is unfair to pick on parti-
cular individual Journ alists or
Producers. We need to look
more closely at the education

system which to my knowledge
denies the historical achivements
of the non-European civiliz-
ations and ignores the brutality
and babarism of Eurcpean co-
lenialism of countries hike Aust-
tralia and other lands. Also
this education denies the exis-
tence and richness of vibrant
cultures especially those enri-
ched by non-Christian religions
in Asia and the Middle-East.

Many of us who come from
these regions find that when
we want to practice our bro-
fessions here the problems be-
come acufe not when we are
trying to establish ourselves
but when we have proved our-
selves and are seen to be highly
capable and  knowledgeable.
This 15 very - common in  arcas

like the media, literature and
education,
In conclusion let me recall

an incident which happenned
45 wyedars ago. When a British
Journalist asked Mahatma Gan-
dhi at the height of India‘s
independence struggle, “what do
you think of western civilization"
he simply said =ity a good idea”,

The notion of participatory
democracy, freedom of the indi-
vidual, access to knowledge
without hindrance, freedom of
worship and so forth are great
ideas. MNobody would disugree

with that. But what the Gulf
War and the media coverage of
it has shown us, is, as the
Mahatma said 45 years ago, 1is
a good idea but yet to berea-
lised. .

Unless western  cvilization
and particularly the Anglo-Celtic
socicties learn to acknowledge,
understand and respect other
people, I'm afraid we _arc
going to have more conflicts
and bloodshed.

Indochina .. ..
(Continued from page [9)

me Lundy.” He had neither
mother nor [ather now, for
both had been killed in the
time of Pol Pot. So had four
brothers and sisters. He lived
now with his grandmother, 2
frail old lady whom he took
me to mest, in a TroOm and
part of a verandah on the top
-of o three storey house, Earlier,
as we tiravelled through the
city, he had shown me a fairly
prosperous district with elegant

houses set in small but plea-
sant gardens, where he said
his family had lived ‘in the

time of Lon Mol. But I no longer
remember,) He was just twen-
ty one.

lrThm: came to me then the
hopeless sense of loss T ha:i
felt on reading ‘Dr. Zhivago',
many years ago, not so much
at the story itself but at the
description in the beginning of
the wholesale change in parti-
cular life styles that revolution
of ten ecntails, Doubtless the
phenomen has occurred often
enough, but it is always poig-
nant when it is brought to ongs
notice (and that indeed 1is rare
enough, so infrequently does
one teally move out of ones
own limited sphere of experi-
ence), and the more s0 when
it is accompanied by the loss
of individuals so that no col-
lective memory Temains as &
link. In Lundy's case, even if
he himself was not very clear
about what had been lost, the
image of his grandmother brin-
ging him up alone over the last
fifteen years, seceing him go off
as a soldier to the Thai border
to battle Pol Pot’s troops (there
had been some fatal skirmishes,
he said, and once they had let
him pass when they might have
killed him, because their quar-
rel they claimed was with the
Vietnamese), and then having
him rteturn without any clear
future ahead of him, struck me
as profoundly sad.

(To be continued)



-~ Dlack Knight

lts your move



‘We are a different kind of Guardian to you.

There are a multitude of Guardians during your lifetime.

e The{r who guard the freedom of speech & expression.

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind.

® They who guard the democratic freedom to which
each of us is entitled as citizens.

Each of us is a Guardian to others who look to us for their

dependency in day to day life.

But the difference is our Guardianship rests on our deep concerft
for your future. We are trusted Guardians of your hard-earned
money, guiding you on how to spend and how to save for you

and your dependents tomorrow.

So Rezch out Today
For your Life-Long Guardian

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different kind of Guardian for you.
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