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m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter ard light banter amongst these Tebacco is the industry that brings employment to
rural damsels wha are busy sorting out 1obacca the secand highest number of people. And these

leat in a barn. It is one of the hundreds of such people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
barns spread oot n the mid and upcountry grawers and thuse who wark for them, on the land
intermediate zore where the arable land remains and in the harns.
fallow during the off seasar. For them, the tabacco leal means meaningful waork,
Here, with careful nurfuring, 1ohacco grows as a a comlortable life and & secure future. A good
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves tumn to encugh reasan for laughter.

goid. . 1o the value of over Rs. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 roral faolk.

B Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




Briefly . . .

Opposition too
at SAARC

members of the
parliamentary opposition too
were prasent at the opening
of the one day SAARC summit
in Colombo on December 21.
Amaong them were senior SLFP-
ers  Maithripala Senanayaks,
Stanley Tillekeratne and Man.
gala Moonesinghe.

Several

Three topics

Three topics were discussed
when Prasident Premadasa and
Indian Prime Minister MNara-
simha Rac met for fifteen minu-
tes after lunch on SAARC
Summit day in Colombo. They
discussed economic co-opera-
tion, Sri Lanka Tamil refugeas
n India and tha island of
Katchativu.

China approves

A Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement expressed apprecia-
tion of SAARC's efforts to pro-
mote regional co-operation and
peace. China hoped that all
South Asian countries would
live in harmeny on the basis
of peaceful co-existence the
statement said.

Talk, says
the President
At the post SAARC briefing
pressmen asked President

Premadasa if he had a message
for LTTE. The President said

"My message to them is to
stop this unnecessary war and
come to the negotiating tabla"
In answer to further ques-
tions the president said that
the Tigers could lay down arms
or even declare their willing-
ness to lay down arms to
enter the negotiation process,

His own, says
Thondaman
The controversial peace
package proposed by Rural
Industries Minister and CWC
boss 5. Thondaman was “my

own”, the would-be negotia-

tor said at a seminar in

o talk to the LTTE after
the Hindu Thaipongal holiday
(mid January). He was al-
ready in communication with
deputy Tiger leader Mahattaya
and would be meeting Tiger
supramo Prabhakaran, he said.

Three hats

Dissident UNPer Gamini
Dissanayske who was sacked
from the party and theraby
lost his parliamentary seat
told a Sunday Times inter-
viewer that Mr Thondaman,
the Rural Industries Minister
who has offered to negotiate
with the LTTE, was an ex-

Telephana: 435975

. ini aj %
Kandy. The minister  said cellent negotiator.
that the government had
g‘:’: cpposetdd Ei”s t[;;]mpusals “He has been doing that
u re Sstu n 21m. 5 .
L ying all his life and getting the
Mr Thondaman said that best for himself and his
he planned to visit Jaffna community. That is all right.
—
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On this occasion howsver
| think he is wearing
three hats. One represents
thea LTTE, the other the
President and the third him-
self", ex-minister Dissanayake
said,

They want peace
A Civil Rights Movement
representative  who  visited
Jaffna has been given an
assurance by LTTE ideclogue
Anton Balasingham that Mr.
Thondaman will not be taken
hostage when he goes on
his peace mission to Jaffna.
Rev. Soma Perera who is a
leader of CRM is also an
evangelist, and he visited
Jaffna on a peace mission
himself. It was heart-breaking
to see the suffering of the
ordinary people of Jaffna;
they wanted peace, Rev.
Perera said on his return.

HR groups unhappy

Human Rights activists in
Sri Lanka were not happy
with a SAARC declaration
that economic rights were as
important as human rights, a
Reuter report said,

One campaigner, Meslan
Tiruchelvam said: It was wveary
disappointing. Instead of
taking a positive stand the
leaders took a defensive po-
sition”,

The first?

Rotary International Presi-
dent Rajendra K. Saboo said
in Colombo that Sri Lanka
might be the first country
in the waorld to eradicate
polio. By 1889 Sri Lanka
had already immunised 88
per cent of its children. Ro-
tary International was wark-
ing towards making the world

polio free by the year 2005,
Rotary's world president said.

Deserves assistance

In his Emperor's Birthday
message (December 23) the
Japaness Ambassador in Sri
Lanka Mr Isamu WNitta said
that, wherever possible, Japan
had strived to fulfil Sri
Lanka's exact need. “We
have always noticed that
you richly deserve our assis-
tance and aid. It is thera-
fore nol only the expectation
but also the aim of such
assistance that you will in-
itiate yourself into action to
bacome a self-reliant and self
sufficient country in the days
to come. Perhaps you could
become a model for the deve-
loping countries to look up
to and adapt their develop-
ment programs’’, the amhas-
sador said.

LETTER
UDUPPIDY

1 read with interest the letter
of Sachi Sri Kantha responding
to my comments made on his
previous letter on the D. B. 5.
Jeyaraj’s article ‘*who was Siva-
rajan?

First T wish to opoinl out
Uduppiddy village 15 only a
small part of a larger Uduppiddy
constituency. So getting votes there
alone would not be suffice for
Mr. Dharmaratnam to save his
deposit.  Apart from that 1977
general election was declared by
the TULF as a referendum for
a separate Tamil state and the
people took it seriously. Mr.
Rasalingham himself could win
the election not because he drew
popular support in the Udpppid-

2

dy =lectorate but because he
contested on a TULF ticket.
Elections cannot he the one
and only yardstick to measure
one's popular support.  Where as
in a democracy people vote for
a political party and not for
individuals. Moreover my ohserva-
tion that Dharmaratnam was
ssdrawing sizeable support in his
native Uduppiddy village” was
based on the [act that Mr. R, R,
Dharmaratnam headed the Udup-
piddy wvillage council for almost
two decades.

Sachi says the political and
social environment in Uduppiddy
of 1970 was completely different
rom the one in 199]. While
agreeing with him one cannot
deny that political enthusiasm
was present among young boys

even during earlier elections.
can vividly remember how my
friends and I as 10 wyear old
boys roamed the streets with
Federal party flags during the
1965 general election.

The trouble with Sachi

that he fails to grasp the essence
of the articles while locking for

silly statistical mistakes. In poli-
tics Sachi’s <great Knowledge™

should accommodate many other
things to make evaluations cor.
rectly. Sachi need not call the
editor to his support because
one's comments are not accep-

ted on the grounds that they
are in print.
P. Kiropananthan

Karanavai Morth,
Valvettiturai




SAARG

India changing its course

Mervyn de Silva

AARC need no
regarded

langer be
: as a ready invita-
tion to sarcasm. There was of
course such _a danger just last
month when an unusually high
absenteeism, nearly thirty (30)
percent, forced the other sum-
miteers to selfdestruct. The
expedition had to be abandoned
at  bhase camp two (2), the
ministerial level, when King
Jigme Wangchuk felt it wiser to
stay at home after (unidentified)
security adwvisers warned that his
Himaldyvan Kingdom faced a
serious threat,

Invoking the SAARC charter
and its rigid rule of “unanimity®’
and the physical presence of all
heads of state (or government)
Indian Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao  cancelled his wisit at the
very last moment. The aborted
summit, mocking as it did the
very spirit of regional coope-
ration, exposed  the not-so
hidden rivalries between member—
states, the petty wvanities and
byzantine intrigues of the ruling
political establishments of South
Asia, and the poorly concealed
distrust that typifies their col-
lective behaviour. And yet this
is a group that represents a
billion people, the proud heirs
to a splendid heritage. Justly or
unjustly, India, the pre-eminent
member by every  accepted
measure, stood in the dock.

A sense of collective guilt
and shame has worked wonders,
From the moment the young
king of Bhutan apologised to
his fellow heads of state, the
mood changed. By any standard,
the sixth summit was far more
of a success than its organisers
had expected. And that, I
believe, cannot be wholly ex-
plained in terms of the fiasco
in Movember. The South Asian
leaders, and probably their sup-
portive clites, have felt the

sobering shock of global change,
and the tempestuous effects of
its impact on the region. They
have woken up. They just had to.

That breath—taking ‘sea chan-
ges’ are sweeping the post—war
international system is a com-
monplace. Things move at such
electrifying speed that it takes
all the running you can do to
keep in the samic place-Alice’s
problem in “Through rhe looking
glass”., The problem of under-
standing, let alone re-adjusting,
to. a crumbling ‘‘old order™
which has yet to vield a subs-
titute clearer and a little more
stable, is the policy planner’s
overwhelming problem,

This near-universal challenge
is all the more exacting for
South Asian regimes, particularly
the smaller states, for reasons
that should be plain enough.
The Indo-Pakistani  hostility,
with Kashmir as the rczion's
generic  conflict, soon locked
the whole region into extra-
regional  and  global  conflicts
involving the US, the USSR
and China. The nature of their
relationships, and the changing
patterns of both conflict and
contention as well as collusion
and cooperation, had their own
impact on South Asia. The
smaller and weaker nations, their
life needlessly complicated, had
to survive in a uniquely oppres-
sive environment,

While the new situation seems
far less hostile, the problem
for the policy-maker has by no
means  eased. How to respond
to the new realities? Except an
those issues which directly af-
fected the national interest of
a particular member-state, the
countries which belonged to
N.A M. enjoyed the comflart
of conforming to group beha-
viour patterns. With the break-
down of bipolarity, N. A M.
now awaits the painful task of

“friendship

- BACKGROUND

Perestrofka. Each member is on
his own. Former Indian Defence
Minister Mr. K. C. Pant in an
interview with India Today pre-
senled the problem particularly
well. “*The old coordinates are
suddenly gone and we Seem to
be groping for direction. We
secm to be reacting rather than
taking the initiative'.

The woting pattern in  the
recent UM debate on repealing
the 1975 resolution on “*Zionism™
is a striking illustration. While
India wvoted TFor the US-spon-
sored resolution, little Sri Lanka
was one of the few nan-Islamic
states that wvoted with Cuba,
MNorth Korea and Vietnam,
Editorials  and - political colum-
nists in the state-run press
dppeared to enjoy the irony.

In his weekly column, the
editor of the independent Sunday
Island took pains to remind
his readers that Imdia was so
angry over Sri Lanka’s close
tiecs with the US, and the
decision to open an ‘Israeli
interests section” in  Colombo
that both matters were included
in the *Tndo-Sri Lanka peace
accord™”,

While Delhi imposed its will
on Sri Lanka in the name of
and nponalignment
vis—a-vis the use of Trincomalee
harbour as well, India the
columnist observed would soon
upgrade diplomatic ties with
Istael. Delhi would also extend
growing Indo-US defence coope-
ration to joint naval exercises
in the Indian Ocean. India had
however persuaded Colombo to
introduce the *‘Indian Qcean
peace  zone” resolution at the
UN. Such exercises in regional
hegemonism and coercive diplo-
macy, and the pursuit of Indian
self-interest  through oreanisa-
tions dedicated to  regional
cooperation should cease.



The Soviet Union was the
main pillar of Indian foreign
policy in terms of strategic
interest. In terms of influence,

political and diplomatie, global
and regional, the other principal

pillar  was NONALIGNMENT.
The Sowviet Union has dissap-
peared and Raussin has taken
1ts place;, along with a loose
commonwealth of 11 states,
many of them WMoslem.

What the collapse of the

USSR means to India became
abundantly clear when Moscow
for the [first time changed its
stance on Kashmir., For lndia,
Kashmir is a litmus test of
stale-to-state relations with any
country, most cerlainly the
major powers and the neighbours.
As for NAM, the collapse of
bipolarily, has placed a big
guestion before the movement.

Things may be a hit clearer
after the Djakarta summit this
year,

To  compensate for these

negative changes and unceriain-
ties, India has found the US
loosening its ties with Pakistan.
American concern was sharply
focussed on  Afghanistan since
Brezhunev's time. The communist
seizure of power in Kabul al-
lowed Washington 1o engage
in a VYietnam-Afghanistan tit-
for-tat, the US pouring money
and arms to anti-Kabul Afghan
guerrilla  groups, all stationed
and operating out of forward-
bases on
border -or in Afghanistan itself.
Pakistan was vitally important
to the US. No more. Washing-

ton has gently shifted its pro- |
Pakistani position on Kashmir. |

Kashmir, a critical issue In
Indo-Pak relations is even more
important now. The insurgeney
remains a major challenge to
Indian security interests at a
time when the Punjab crisis has
seriously worsened, and Assam
is a major security challenze too.
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the Afghan-Pakistan |

Indian View

Hint of political

gamesmanship

P. 5. Suryanarayana

S'uhllﬁ overtones of an  es-
sentially one-sided political
gamesmanship marked the one-
day “business-like’” summit of
the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
The hast, the President
of  Sri Lanka, M., R. Pre-
madasa, was happy that the sum-
mit was a “resounding success.
‘But no decision was taken that
would change the face of SAARC
in the short run. Yet, the sum-
mit itself was not marred by
any security-related incident,
This is of course, an index of

success in the present circum-
stances.

There were two major  is-
sues  before  the summit. OF

these, the question of streamlin-
ing the organisation’s ways of
conducting its diplomatic busi-
ness has been merely referred to
the Foreign Secretaries who will
hold a special session Ffor this
purpose. The issue of regional
cooperation in the spheres of
trade, manufacture and services
was given no new thrust. The
summit leaders merely stated
that they were “‘pleased to note
the establishment of the com-
mittee for economic cooperation
as an important outcome of the
regional study™ already made in
this connectiomn.

In event, opolitics assumed
greater  significance. 1t was
generally expected, as soon asa
decision was taken to hold the
summit on December 21, thal
last month’s postponement drama
would be treated as a closed if
not a forgotten, chapter. But
the Pakistan Prime Minister Mr.
Nawaz Sharif, did not let bygo-
nes he bygones, though the offi-
cials from his country did not
rake up the issue during the
preparatory discussions that took

place on the eve of the sum-

mit.

On the other hand, accor-
ding to diplomatic sources in
the Indian camp, there was, in
fact, no room even for specula-
tion about a setback to the
SAARC movement after the Prime
Minister, Mr. P. ¥V, Marasimha Rao,
had already put the record
straight weeks beflore the summit,
When the Maldives Foreign Mini-
ster Mr. Fathullah Jameel, called
on Mr. Rao in Delhi in a bid to
set a'new date for the summit, the
Indian leader explained the cir-
cumstances of New Delhi’s ac-
tion that led to the postpone-
ment, in the first place, Mr.
Rao removed lingering doubts, if
any, about India's continuing
commitment to SAARC.

¢No legalistic interpretation’: The
sources said Mr. Rao had told

Mr. Jameel that India’s action
was not Ihased on 4 marrow
legalistic  interpretation of the

SAARC charter which laid down
a litmus test of unanimity for
decision-making at all leyels.
He also stressed how important
it was for the SAARC leaders
to meet in a relaxed political
atmosphere.

After all, SAARC is yet to
find 1ts political moorings as
an established organisation for
regional cooperation, Mr. Rao
is understood to have told Mr.
Jameel. Therefore;, the absence
of a head of State or Gavern-
ment (in this case, Bhutan)
would not be conducive to the
process of developing personal
rapport at the highest level,
Such rapport alone would help
place SAARC on a sound footing.

The SAARC could not be
placed in the same political
league as the European Com-



munity. The absence of a head
of State or Government at an
EC summit would not have the
same adverese impact as in South
Asia, the sources said. Accord-
ing to them, Mr. Jamee] appar-
ently conveyed Mr. Rao’s point
of view to the other SAARC
leaders, thereby enabling the
Maldives President Mr. Abdul
Gayoom, the then chairman of
SAARC, to set a new date for
the Colombo summit,

Mr. Sharif’s assertive observa-
tion that <we need to avoid...
disruptive  (summit) postpone-
ments  in  (the) future”  has,
therefore, led to diplomatic spe-
culation here that the Pakistan
Prime Minister has not given
up political gamesmanship on
the SAARC stage.

When the summit was post-
poned last month, Mr, Sharif,
in  particular, had played a
political game of «solidarity”,
trying to reach out to Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and the Mal-
dives in the process. Though
he did not openly accuse India
of rocking SAARC boat, he left

no one in doubt om that occa-
sion that he was seeking, in a
subtle way, to isolate India.

His latest reference to a <«dis-
ruptive postponement’ was appi-
rently a move to keep lndia in
focus as the power to watch in
the SAARC forum. Pakistani
diplomatic sources argued, in
informal conversation, that the
remark was unexceptionable,
only because India, while ohject-
Ing to a summit without the
Bhutanese monarch, had not
taken into account the sensibili-
ties of a small country like Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, they said,
would have taken the same
stand even if g countiy other
than India had acted the way
it did.

This is not the first time
that Mr. Sharif has queered the
political pitch at the summit—
level. At the previous
in Male, he had called for a
collective pact to declare South
Asia  a nuclear-arms—free Zone,
after the officials from his coun-
try had eschewed the nuclear

meeting,

issue in the summit_eve delibera-
tions,

‘Wider implications': On this
occasion too, Mr. Sharf has
renewed the call for a similar
pact. But his preference for
either a regional or anm interna.
tional or even a bilateral pact
has wider palitical implications,
In fact, according to diplomatic
observers, his reference 1o a
“bilateral commitment’ on the
nuclear question is another sign
of his political game to keep
India in focus,

Mr. Sharifs references to
“self-determination’ in the con-
text of the political changes on
the world stage today, and his
asserlion that Pakistan wishes
o ‘“secek honourahle solution™
to bilateral disputes through
“mutual accommodation™ also
fall in the came cialegory,

On his part, Mr. Marasimha
Rao (who, according to some
Indian diplomats, is in a posi-
tion to play the role of an
elder statesman of the region)

— Hindu
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Media Debate

we reproduce extracts T
constitutional court of  Sri

publish extracts
H. W. Jayawardena,
National Party and

Q. C.

if so required.
|

Towards a freer press

in order to promote L.G.
from submissions presented to tha
Lanka on the Praess Council
8ill presented by the S.L. E. P. Government
from the submissions forwarded by Mr. |
on behalf of
an extract from the submission of
S Nadesan Q. C. on behalf of the Civil Rights Movement,

We invite readers to participate in

campaign for freer press

in 1973 we

the United

this debate by

submitting their views on the state of the press in Sri
Lanka today and what they would recommend as neces-
gary reforms. |

Kindly nots that the term vpress'’’ includes Radio |
and T. V.

Ideally, contributions ghould be about 750-1000 |
words. The name:‘and address of the writer should be
given. The article could be published under Pen-name |

Freedom of speech requires courage

Extracts from submissions of
H. W. Jayewardane OC on behalf
of the United Nuational Party.

13 It is in the freedom of
the recipient that public api-
njon has its birth. The Press
provides the data by which such
opinions find their fullest expres-
sion. Therefore, it 1s man’s
right as the recipient of informa-
tion to look to as many SOUTCES
of information as he likes:
and it is equally the duty of
the Press which provides the
information to seek it from as
fmany SOuUrces as possible.

1f, however, the sources af
information hecome concentrated
in one, or restricted to a few
‘hodies, then the formation of
ideas is limited. It is in such
circumstances only proper that
‘the sources of information availa-
ble to the public should be
enlarged rather than restricted;
therefore there can be no justi-
fication for interference with the
freedom of the Press. :

6

1.4 Freedom of speech requires
courage. If a person who gives
information is timid or is reluc-
tant to give facts then the for-
mation of public opinion is
restricted. The placing of any
restrictions on the communica-
tion of data and opinion as
hitherto communicated to the
public is a matter which merits
the closest attention of any
tribunal.

1.5 It is submitted that in a sys-
tem of government based on
universal suffrage both the issuer
and recipient of information
express themselves through the
ballot.
is always a  tendency omn the
part of those in power whao
wish to maintain their position
of power, to control the publi-
cation of data and opinion,
because it might ultimately affect
their tenure.

Therefore, it 15 not uncommon
to see those in power hedging
themselves in with restrictions
on the publication of data

In such a system .there.

which would be the basis for
the formation of public opinion.

4,17 Clause 16 (1) absolutely
prohibits publication in a mews-
paper of the whole or part of
the proceedings of a Cabinet
meeting. Clause 16 (2) prohi-
bits the publication in a news-
paper all documents passing
between Ministers and the Sec-
retary to the Cabinet and the
publication of the whole or
part of the Cabinet decision,
unless approved for publication
by the Secretary of the Cabinet.
This provision constitutes a flag-
rant violation of the freedom
of speech and expression of
Clauses 18 (1) (g) as it directly
prohibits publication. Douglas
1. stated in the Pentagon Papers.
case “Secrecy in Government is
fundamentally  anti-democracy,
perpetualing bureaucratic errors.
Open debate and discussion of
public issues are wvital to our
national health. On public
questions there should be open
and robust debate.’”” The essen.
tial aspect of freedom of speech
involves the right of free criti-
cism of the bureaucracy and the
Government.

6.3 It is thus that the involve-
ment of the press in the dis-
cussion of Cabinet matters is
but an essential part of the
demoecratic structure in a free
society. Any attempt therefore
to remove from discussion such
matters is fundamentally opposed
to the freedom of speech and
discussion in a democracy.

264 A Prime Minister who
wishes to test public reaction
to a Ministerial proposal must
be free to utilise the Press by
communicating any proposal be-
fore the Government to the
public so that the public may
express their view.

A Prime Minister can even
gauge public reaction to a
Minister and his popularity or
ptherwise by using the Press to
communicate any proposal of
the Uviinister with which the
Prime Minister may not agree,
These communications have al-

ways been done secretly and it



is for this reason that even
in Sri Lanka recpresentatives of
the Press have been closely asso-
ciated with Prime Ministers and
Ministers,

6.5 By far the most important
feature of the privilege enjoyed
and practised by Cabinet Minis-
ters is the right to alert the

nation. if any Minister brings
forward a proposal which would

in effect bring the democratic
process 1o an  end. Any
proposal, lor instance, vesting

extraodinary powers in the Ex-
ecutive or the Armed Forces or
depriving Members of the Tudi-
ciary or of the Opposition of

their liberty must be hrought to
public attention before it is too
late, Any Cabinet Minister who
disagrees with any such propo-
sal should be free to wutilise the
Press to safeguard the Nation, the
Constitution and Democracy be-
fore a Cabinet proposal is accepted
and put into immediate effect.

Where news is not free, views

cannot be free

Extract from submissions of

S. Nadesan QC on behalf of the
Civil Rights Movement
Cabinet Proceedings and Decisions
49. It is convenient here to con-
sider Clause 16 (1) and (2) to-
gether. These prohibit the pub-
lication. of the proceedings of
the Cabinet, the contents of
Cabinet documents, or a decision
of the Cabinet, unless it has
been approved for publication
by the Secretary to the Cabinet.
30. It is submitted that this
blanket prohibition cannot pos-
sibly be justified under any of
the permissible restrictions. For
the prohibition is against pub-
lication of any proceedings,
document or decision whether
or not it is one the publication
of which would be detrimental
to the interests of mnational se-
curity, national economy, public
order ete.
31. The functions of modern
Government are relevant here,
There was a time when the State was
concerned only with safeguarding
public order and national secy-
rity. Today things are different.
The State deals with a host of
social and economic problems.
32. The Tunction of the Cabinet
is not merely to make decisions
regarding legislation, which will
later be placed hefore the Nati-
onal Assembly, but also to take
numerous executive decisions. It
ranges from making appointments
te the public service and deci-
ding on the criteria on which
students will be admitted to Uni-
versities, 1o entering into con-
tracts for purchase of goods from
abroad. These are all matters
in which the public has a vital
interest. a

J3. The conflict of interest bet-
ween members of the Cabinet
and the public can here very
casily arise. 'The Cabinet may
well consider that the release of
certain information might make
them unpopular in’ the country,
and they might therefore refrain
from releasing it. There may for
instance be a financial scandal
in a State Corporation which
the Cabinet decides to hush up.
But the public has a right to
such informatian, which is es-
sential if is to adequately judge
the performance of the Govern-
ment it has elected to power.
34. What is involved here is not
the privilege of Newspapers or
journalists. but the right of the
people to remain fully and freely
informed of the activities and
decisions of the Government which
they have elected to power.
Where news is not free, views
cannot be free.

35. The provision that the ip-
formation may be published with
the Government approval is no
safeguard. Apart from the fact
that it denies the people’s right
of choice, it must be remem-
bered how easily any Government
can  become corrupted by the
Power to censor,

56. It should also be noted that
the Bill does not prohibit the dis-
closure of Cabinet proceedings and
decisions. It merely prohibits
their publication in a newspaper.
57. This will not prevent the
leaks themselves. It will only
limit the number of people who
get to know of them. Indeed
the Government itself might pro-
ceed blissfully unaware that its
plans have become known. It
is often through the press that

the Government learns of g
breakdown in its own security and
is alerted to take remedial action.
38. Influential people, important
pressure groups or business in-
terests, do not depend on the
newspapers to learn of Cabinet
decisions and discussions that
threaten their interests. They
have their own channels of in-
formation, and their own met-
hods of quietly and unobtrusi-
vely setting about exerting counter
pressure, Such leakages of in-
formation will in no way be
abated by the Press Council hill,
39. But if a Cabinet decides
on & measure that will hurt the
common man, then he can
come to know of this only
through the Press. The new Bill
will close the common man’s
channel of information and he
will not be able to starl voicing
his views and bringing whatever
pressure he can on the Govern-
ment such as rtesolutions in his
trade union or village council,
petitions, lobbying his MP etc.
60. The Press is the source of
information of the man who
does not have influential friends
or political connection. Tt is the
source of information of the
great mass of citizens whose
voice has a right to be heard
at all times and not just at
such time that the Government
finds convenient.

61. Leakages to influential groups
are likely to become more, not
less, frequent after the Bill.
Once the fear of disclosure in
the Press is removed, persons
having access to Cabinet secrets
will tend to be more careless or
more indiscreet than at present.
Thus the circle of those “in the
know”, the influential pressure
groups and hangers—on of those
in high places, grow larger, while
the people as a whole will be kept
in the dark.



“SHRI” is a

H. L. Seneviratne

pparently two reasons prompt

the proposal to use =Shri’’
rather than *Sri". First, it is
alleged that <Shii’’ represents
carrectly the Sinhala and *Sri”
does not. This- is a mistaken
idea. When the script of a given
alphabet is used to represent
sounds of a different languasze,
the result is never accurate. In
faet «8ri™ is phonologically
closer than <Shri”’ to what we
represent. by the Sinhala =§”
Professor Mendis Rohanadhira is

right and Gunapala Senadheera
wrong,

The second argument is the
superstition that a four letier
word is auspicious and a three
letter wiord is not. This is so
stupid: that it deserves no; yefu-
tation except to suy that the
fault is not in our stars but our-
selves. We might recall here that
about three decades ago the
national anthem was changed from
Ananda Samarakoon's original
«Namo Mamo Matha' to: 4 8ri
Tanka Matha'' on the same
argument. The reader can decide
for Thersell” or himself as to
whether the presentis more aus-
picious than 30 years ago.

¢+ Shri** has an established nsage
in Hindi, which is the most accep-
ted in English, In this usage
Shri- means  “Mr, Thus, *5hn
Lanka! wonld be «Mr.. Lanka®
This is to confound the counircy
with its heavyweight champion.

This whole controversy can be
the occasion for --some sober
reflection, Trivial though it is,
it could lead to someihing good,
provided we act with a modicum
of sanity. We would be doing
so if we squarely face the flact
that to rename “Ceylon™ as 38l
Lanka® was a mmistake which it
is not too late to correct. Many
countries have mnames that are
used locally while they are known
internationally by a different

_Tii':z wriler is ;;r;fe;.v::r of Anﬂ:ra ology
of the University of Virginfa, U7, 8. A.

4 letter word!

name. For example the Japanese
call their country ** Nippon ™ and
the Germans Deutschland™ and
Indians ¢Bharat”. Internation-
ally these are known as Japan,
Germany and India respectively.

The name < Sri Lanka™ was
coined by the SLFP in a typically
partisan and arrogant attempt to
name the country after their
parly, which is the reverse of
the patriotic practice of naming
a political party aflter the country.
The LSSP, to their credit, did
this when they called their party
Lanka Sama Samaja Parly.
Because the triue name of our
Country 15 *‘Lanka’ and not *Sri

Lanka'”. Although the term *Sei
Lanka'® oceurs in  the procla
mations of tyrants, the people

always called the country <‘Lanka™
in Sinhala and eIllangai’” in
Tamil, Usage like <lankesvara™
slankambara’ show that
even in the pompus idiom of
tyraony, “Lanka™ rather than
ssfpl - Laska™ gquite com-
monly wsed. Im the true voca-
bulary of the land, namely the
everyday speech of the people,
the name of the country has
always been “Lanka' and never
«8ri Lanka™. The SLFP called
their government *“‘the people's
Government'” but treated with
contermpt the pecple’s usages, as
it did their aspirations, for exam-
ple <Sinphala Only” for the
people’s children, but English
and French for their children,
The invention +8ri Lanka™ as the
couniry’s name by the SLFP is
in keeping with their rcactionary
policies, chauvinism and exag.
gerated sense of sell-importance.

andl

Wils

“Ceylon™
short and

and “Lanka™
simple,

are
which is

both convenient and pleasing
Either of these two forms can
equally well serve as a sensible
name for the country. “Ceylon®
could be the country's inter-
national name while ¢Lanka’™
the indigenous, like Japan and
Nippon. But il this is not accepl-
able, **Lanka™ iz a fine name
for both national and interna-
tional wusase. When we use
«Lanka”” we can dispense with
the controversy about the aus-
piciausness or otherwise of four
letter words.

Let us remind ourselves that
«8ri"" was introduced to number
plates of vehicles by the reaction-
ary and fendal SLFP government.
Now we have numeral number
plates. In the process of change
to *+Sri'’ plates, innocent people
were killed and foundations laid
for the polarisation of communi-
ties who lived in harmony for
centuries; All for a lousy letter.
If anything more insane ¢an be
imagined, it is the present hare-
brained attempt to introduce
another letter to the English
rendering of Sri, so that auspi-
ciousness is inaugurated in the
form of a four letier word.

Controversies like the SrifShri
onedetract from the real problems
of the country which, if it is
news to dnyone, are economic
such as poverty, unemployment
and health, and socio-political
such as corrruption in high,
middle and low places. They are
welcome phenomena for politi-
cians. who have failed to solve
these problems, but want to re-
main in power. But it is time
to bring some sanity to this
land before it is enfeebled beyond
salvage.



Global Crisis (1)

The Challenge

Birty Gajameragedara
(University of Peradeniya)

he world constitutes an or-

ganic  whole. The social
formation in the modern histo-
rical epoch, that is. the
development of human history
in its social, economic, political
and cultural aspects from the
sixteenth century onwards, has
involved mankind in a single
world system. The different parts
of the world system are inter—
related to each other by rela-
tionships of conflict and co-
operation on the one hand,
and domination to subordination
on the other. Humankind is
involved in a common destiny
by historical necessity,

In the world today, the major
patterns of interaction — socio—
economic, politico-strategic and
communications — are globalised.
Yet the problem of inter-state
relations continues to dominate
the study of international rela-
tions and foreign policy. This
approach is valid to the extent
that the nation-state remains
the basic unit of human orga-
nisation and the chi=f decision-
making unit in the world. But
the tendency to regard the world
45 a juxtoposition of natien—
states is analytically misleading
and conceptually sterile, It leads
to a dead end at best: to
catastrophe at worst. The grea-
test danger in the world today
is the possibility of the dege-
neration of the end of the Cold
War into a nationalist rivalry
reminiscent of the 1930s.

The theoretical definition of
the relationship between the
nation-state and the global
system is a task vet to be ac-
complished. The conceptual de-
molition of the autonomy of
the nation-state and the victory
of the global perspective is
the basic pre-requisite for the
Judicious handling of the current
crisis, In the contemporary era,
the inter—state interaction itself
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is globalised. The nation-state
and its ideologues themselves
are caught up in a network of
globalised relationships, The glo-
bal system impinges upon us
dlmost daily. In the final ana-
lysis, the global setup determines

our social being. The global
circumstances have demolished
the geo-political frontiers of

the world: the world is drifting;
explosive charge of the current
crisis pulls the world towards
the orbit. The crisis of the
world today is most profoundly
manifested in the arena of theory.
There is no readily available
theory to grapple with the current
crisis, The leaders of the global
proletariat have blundered. The
world bourgeoisie remain paro-
chial in spite of their techno-
logical sophistication. Capitalism
has become a world mode of
production. Yet the bourgeoisie
want to remain a4 prisener of
the mation state.

The changing world balance
of forces, wviz., the politico-
strategic configuration, ~ produe-
tion and exchange relationships,
class struggle and class alliances,
and the role of communication
and ideology, all at the global
level, takes command of the
ultimate destiny of mankind,
The world balance of forces
determines the unity of the glo-
bal system while at tne same-
time being the central dynamic
of its change. The great powers.
however great they may be,
are subject to and conditional
upon the changing world balance
of forces.

Foreign policy can no longer
be considered as mere applica-
tion of military strategy and
diplomacy so as to achieve exter-
nal objectives of any pgiven
couniry. The art of conducting
foreign policy concerns relating
any given couniry to the chang-
ing world balance. Any given

country cannot be brought in
line with the changing world
balance without its internal po-
licy also brought in line with
changing global configurations.
This is the most crucial area of
the study of international rela-
tions and foreign policy. In
the current world context, the
internal and external policies of
any given ecouniry from the two

aspects of a single globalised
relationship.  Relating internal
policy to the changing world

balance can be regarded as the
ceniral dynamic of transforming
the current world set up into a
global society.

* *
As far as the rapidity of
change is concerned, this is

the most revolutionary era of
human history. Henry Kissinger
observed:

The twenticth century has known
little repose. Since the turn of the
century, internatiomal crises have
been increasing in both frequency
and severity. The conlemporary
unrest, although less apocalyptic
than the two world wars which
spawned it, is even more profoundly
revolutionary in nature,

The essence of a  revolution §s
that il appears to contemporaries
as a series of more or less ynre-

lated upheavals, The temptation
is great to ireat each issue as an
immediate and isolated problem

which once surmounted will permit
the fundamental stability of the
international order to reassert jt-
self.  But the crises which form
the headlines of the day are symp-
toms of deep seated structural pro-
blems. The international system
which produced stability for & cen-
tury collapsed under the impact of
two world wars. The age of super
powers which temporarily replaced
it, is mearing to its end,” The cyr-
rent international environment is
in turmoil because its  essential
elements are all in flux simultane-
ously.

Global revolution is no lon-
ger a theoretical propasition.
It is on the agenda of actuality
without a proper theoretical
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proposition. The current discus-
sion of the global change, how-
ever, centres on multipolarity,
that is, the transformation of
the bipolar bloc conflict into a
a world balance rested upon the
two super powers, Japan, Europe
and China. This characterisation
of the global change which fails
to define a place for the Third
World, misses the central issue
relating  toe the international
conflict in the contemporary
era, namely, the definition of
order in a global society. Kis-
singer tries to get at the heart
of the problem thus:

(the) political multipolarity does
not necessarily puarantee stability.
Rigidity is diminished but so is
manageability.  Mationalism may
succeed in curbing the pre-eminence
of the super powers; it remains
to be seen whether it can  supply
an intégrating concepl MOre SUCCESS-
fully in this century than in the
last. Few countries have the in-
terest and only the soper powers
have the resources to become in-
formed about global issues.....
Equilibrium is difficult to achieve
among stales widely divergent in
values, goals, expectations and pre-
yvious experience,

The greatest need of the contem-
portry international system is an
agreed concept of order. In its
absence, the awesome available
power is unrestrained by any con-
sensus as to legitimacy; ideclogy
and nationalism, in their own ways,
decpen international schisms. Many
of the elements of stability which
characterised the international sys-
tem in the nineteenth century
cannot be recreated in the modern
age. The stable technology, mulii-
plicity of major powers, limited
domestic claims and frontiers which
permitted adjustments are gons
for ever. A new concept of inter-
national order is essential; with-
out it stability will prove elusive.

Yet Kissinger refuses to  break
away from the conventional
problems:
Our deepest challenge will be fo
evoke the creativity of a pluralist
world, to base order on political
multipolarity even though overwhel-
ming military strength will remain
with the super powers.
Kissinger identifies  problems
theoretically to reject it in appli-
cation. 'The social conflict is
globalised. The world is in
a revolutionary transformation.
The proposition that a stable
world order can be established
of the basis of an equilibrium
on power between the nation-
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states is not a tenable one.
On the contrary, the establish-
ment of a durable world order
presupposes  the transcendence
of the inter-state conflict. In
the context of the 1982-1983
Euro-missile ecrisis, which repre-
sented the climax of the con-
flict between the two opposing
social systems, we made the
following observation:

The crisis of the world loday is
most profoundly manifested in the
military-strategic relationship  bet-
ween the East and the West. The
world with its five billion people
iz rested wupom @& razor's edge,
transcending natiomal anlagonism
and class contradiction.

The clue to the creation of con-
ditions necessary for peace and o
stable world order lies in the trans-
cendence of the conflict between
the two opposing social systems,
The clue in  turn, to this trans-
cendepce lies in the problem of
striking the right balance between
fresdom and equality. This cons-

titutes the central challenge con-
fronting mankind, The judicious
handling eof this challenge will

certainly usher in  the establish-
ment of a global order free f{rom
the danger of war and freedom
with prosperity for all.

The world does not
only a geo-political
It is only so partly. That pro-
blem relates to the inter—state
conflict. The problems of the
world are largely socio-econo-
mic. They relate to capital
accumulation on a world scale
and the different social forma-
tions in one and the same gla-

present
problem,

bal system. But, in the final
analysis, the world is a philo-
sophical problem. This raises

the question of a conceptual de-
finition of order in a global
society. The solution of the
crisis in the world today neces-
sitates victory of democracy on
a plobal scale. That victory in
iurn, mnecessitates striking the
right balance between freedom
and eqguality. Geography, in
itself, is insignificant; men in
relation to each other define
the meaning of geography. To-
day men are related to each
other in a global sense.

The United States of America
and the Soviet Union, in com-
bination, continue to be the
centre of gravity in the world.
America is the greatest experi-

ment in the world capitalist
order. Russia 1is the greatest
experiment in the socialist re-

volution. The im{pact of the way
in which Mikhail Gorbachev has
approached the sweeping reforms
in the Soviet Union has already
proved to be decisive. The un-
derstanding of the mnature of
his reforms, therefore, is signi-
ficant, The Oxford historian
Michael Howard wrote:

There seems good reason to Suppose
what we are witnessing in the
Soviet Union are events no less
fundamental and far reaching than
those which occured in France in
1789, We are secing a genuine re-
yolution. . .

Another historian, William X,
McNeil of the University of
Chicago neatly observed :

Human affairs never stand still
for long. Innumerable small, every=
day and almest unnoticed changes
have & way of undermining patterns
of behaviour and belief uontil a
gingle individual’s actions or a
single public event may suddenly
trigger rapid and far-reaching al-
terations in the public life of
millions or, in our day, hundreds
of millions of people. The Oath
of the Tennis Court was such an
event in 178%; Lenin was such n
triggerman in 1917; and now, 200
years after the French Revolution,
Mikhail Gorbachey has initiated
changes that may well turn out to
be comparably important,  even
though they have not yet provoked
much revolutionary violence.

Given the epoch-making sig-
nificance of the October revo-
lution, and given the depth
and the multi-faceted dimensions
of the Soviet reforms, their
revolutionary character is unde-
niable. The problem relates to
their socio-historical charateri-
sation® Three leading western
statesmen say :

the Soviet Union's stake in
it (the reform programme) is enor-
mous since it is fundamentally an
effort to sustain super power stafes
into the 2ist century and achieve
& level of cconomic development
at least not too distant from those
of the Unitzd States, the European
Community and Japan. It s now
obvious that the road to.success
will be long and very difficult
The absolute preregquisite 15 4 ra-
dical transformation of the Soviet
System that will bring the U.58.R.
closer to Western concepts of mar-
ket eccomomics and  democratic
institutions, That is the definition
of perestroika which the prescnt
guthors support.
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India’s role in the changing world

T. N. Kaul

ln the euphoria created by
events during the past year
— the USSR and Eastern Europe,
Germany, the <end of the Cold
War™ the success of democracy’’
and human rights and the failure
of dogmatic socialism — one is
apt to jump to hasty conclusi-
ons, ignoring the long—term per-
spectives. Hence the need to
take a realistic and pragmatic
view of these changes and their
effect on the rest of the world,
especially the countries of the
developing world such as India,
China, South, South-East and
West Asia, the Pacific, Africa
and North, Central and South-
ern America. Even in the short
range certain trends are emerg-
ing that create possibilities of
conflicts in some of these regi-
ans,

The Soviet Union scems to
be swinging from one end of
pendulum to the other. Undou-
btedly Stalinist socialirsm and its
methods made a mess of Soviet
economy and polity and could
not have kept pace with the
growing scientfic and technolo-
gical developments and the in-
herent human urge for equaliry,
respect for individual liberty,
freedom of faith and expression,
and for ethnic and cultural iden-
tities. Howerver, some of the
somersaults. that the Soviet po-
liecies seem to he taking both
in national and international re-
lations bode ill both for the
USSR and the developing world

Afghan changes

The withdrawal of Soviet tro-
ops from Afghanistan was neces.

sary and a step in the right
direction. But the agreement,
Just anpnounced between  the

Mujahideen and the Soviet Gov-
ernment 5 a dangerous move,
that can boomerang against the
union itself, lead to its further
break-up take the world back

The writer was a former Indian Foreign
Secretary

to the medieval doctrine of re-
ligion as the basis of statehood.
It could create ethnic upheavals
and religious wars in pats of
Asia. Africa and the rest of the
world were different religions
and cultures have lived together
for centuries.

The wave of Islamic fundamen-
talism - would lead to the re-
Ligious fanaticism of Christian
(Orthodox, Catholic and Pro-
testant denominations), Hindu
and Buddhist chauvinism, Sikh
separatism and even encourage
a split in the TIsamic world
based on sectarianism of the
Shia, Suni, Wahebi, Ahmediva
and other hues and shades. Tt
could not only lead to the se-
cession of the Sowviet Central
Asian Republics but produce a
sirong reaction in RSFSR. Ge,
orgia, Armenia, Moldavia, Ukra.
ine and other Republics of the
Soviet Union. What is maore,
it could produce a dogmatic-
religious wave that would en-
danger the unity and integrity
of China (Sinkiang, Tibet, Inner
Mongolia), India (Kashmir and
Punjab), the Mongolian People's
Republic, Austratia (the abo-
rigininals) Fiji and South Paci-
fic, Indonena, Myanmar, Malay-
sia, Sri Lanka and Pakistan
itself, This could lead to stren-
gthening separatist and secess-
onist movements based on lan-
guage, race andfor religion in
France, Belium (Waloons), Great
Britain (Ulster), Canada (Quebec),
the U. 5. (Puerto Rico and the
“Red” Indians). It could lead
to racial and Treligious wars in
West  Asia (Israel and Arabs),
Alrica (Nigria and South Arica)
and even spread to Central and
Southern America.

This may seem a far-fetched
scenario to those who are in-
clined to take a short term,
narrow and sellish view of their
self-interest at present, but it
I5 & growing irend that cannot
be ignored or bypassed in the
long run. The history of the

past 45 \}(Eﬂl‘i (Lebanon, Congo,
Korea, Vietnam, Iran-Iraq war,
the Gulf war, Grenada. Micara-
gua, Panama, Cuba, Chile, the
Indian sub-continent) shaws that
the cold war between the two
superpowers had its fall-out in
the Third World which was the
battleground of wars by proxy
between the two power blocs,

Detente

And now, when the two super
power blocs seem to have en-
tered a period of detente and
of the cold war, the danger of
increasing rivalries and cold war,
or cven hot wars, betweens
the developing countries loom-
even larger. As the former Pre-

sident of Tanzania, Mr Julius
Nyerere said at the CHOGM
conference a few years ago

“when elephants fight, the grass
underncath gets trampled, but
even when they make love, the
grass gets trodden™ or words to
that effect.

The USSR is in a difficult
situation — politically, economi-
cally and ethnically. To get
over its present difficulties, it
seems to be adopting policies
that could endanger not omly
its own future but that of the
rest of the world, especially
the developing countries. Its
recent shift on the Pakistani
proposal to create a so-called
“nuclear free zone” in South
Asia is a small but significant
shift. Instead of giving priority
to nuclear disarmament by the
nuclear—weapon powers, it has
jumped on to the bandwagon
of the Western world, It is
like putting the cart before the
horse. The dire mneed of the
world today is to ban the pro-
duction, testing and use of mu-
weapons, and [reezing the exisiing
unclear stockpils with a view to
destroying them by 2000 a. d
(as Mr. Gorbachey had proposed
in the UN General Assembly in
1988).

(Continwed on page 24)
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Political Commentary

Outlook on Indo—Pak Relations

Inder Malhotra

[ the 20th anniversary of the

1971 war between this country
and Pakistan brings back memo-
rics of the lightning liberation
of Bangladesh, it is also a
reminder that mercifully the
two meighbours have managed
to avoid yet another war for full
two decades or for much lon-
ger than they were able to do
s0 in the preceding years.

To call this interlude the
longest period of peace in the
subcontinent would be to put
things a shade too strongly.
For, during it, India—Pakistan
relations have been plagued by
alarums and excursions all too
often and by tensions bordering
on brinkmanship at least twice.
Maore shockingly, Pakistan has
been aiding and abelting terro-
rism and secession in Punjab
for more than a decade and in
Kashmir for over two years.
Its mefarious activities in Kash-
mir, - conducted - brazenly and
blatantly, add wup to nothing
short of a proxy war. For its
part Pakistan blames India for
promoting separatism in Sind.

Even so, the two sides have
succeeded in  preventing the
situation from degenerating into
an all-out clash of arms. Arm-
ageddon has been avoided. But
the gquestion is: For how long?

The sensible answer to this
painful poser must be that war
has to be shunned. Period. Three
and half wars in the past solved
no problem and another one
in the future would solve none.
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To put the matter bluntly, if
the Pakistani army was In 2
position to do in Kashmir what
the Indian armed forces so did,
splendidly, in what was then
East Pakistan, they would have
done it by now, provided the
world opinion was so overwhel-
mingly in its favour now as
this opinion was on India’s
side in 1971, In reverse, if the
Kashmir issue could not be
clinched at the end of a war
which has led to India’s swift
and complete victory, can it be
solved at the conclusion of a
war the result of which 15 un-
likely to be as clear—cut? Wis-
dom therefore lies in abjuring
all acts that can stoke the fires
of war and indeed even the talk
of war. But, also, this is easier
said than done.

To claim that no one in India
wants war would, of course, be
absord. Some of us have indeed
convinced themselves that the
continuing arming of Kashmiri
militants and secessionists by
Pakistan leaves this country no
option but to go to war The
BIP's demand for bombing the
training camps and hideouts of
Kashmiri terrorists in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(POK) amounts to the same
thing. But when all is said
and done, the fact remains that
the war cries on the other side
are shriller. :

As the Economist (November
23) has reported, most Pakistanis
talk of ¢when the next war
with India starts’”, few of them

say “if'", And the writer in
the London journal goes on to
add that a wvery large number
of Pakistanis assume that in
the event of a new war with
India, the Pakistani armed forces
would have <strategic depth”
or a *fall-back area’, provided
by Pakistan's Muslim neighbours,
in which its forces can **retreat,
regroup and retaliate™.

«The concept,” says the Eco-
nomist, “strains belief. But 1t
is believed; and mnot just by
Muslim fundamentalists but by
some western sybarites from
Pakistan’s wealthy elite, by seri-
pus civil servants, even by gene-
rals’.

Another perceptive  observer
of the South Asian scene, a
non-Indian who was in Pakistan
recently, came back with the
sume ominous impression about
the dominant Pakistani thinking.
He stated that there were thought-
ful Pakistanis who realised that
there was no longer any chance
of wresting Kashmir from India,
that a drift towards war would
be to try and find a mutually
satisfactory solution of the Kash-
mir problem through an India-
Pakistan dialogue. But, he added,
this was clearly a minority view.
A conspicuous majority in ruling
establishment seems to think
that in relation to Kashmir,
Pakistan is on the *right course’
and that there should be no
change in the present policy
which is bound to ¢bear fruit”
of some sortifatjjsomez stage.

Such a state of affairs would



have been worrisome at any
time. What makes it alarming
is that the war fever is catching
on at a time when Pakistani
polity is in disarray to an extent
that no one.scems to known is
in charge.

From all accounts, the most
powerful man in Pakistan today
15 President Ghulam 1shag Khan,
He is & hawk who frequently
talks about <completing the
agenda of partition™ regardless
of the consequences of such an
enterprisc. However, he is not
the master of all he surveys.
He has 1o share power with the
army which remains the final
arbiter of Pakistan’s fate, Within
the army, however, there are
different woices. So much so
that = the infamous ISI — the
Inter-Services Intelligence — has
once again become a law unto
itself. Of late, it has come to
light that in Kashmir, parallel
operations have been launched
by the 15T and the army’s direc-
torate—general of military intel-
higence (DGMI). The two are
not working at cross—purposes.
But the fact that they are wor-
king separately is significant.

If utterances of some of the
retired generals are any indica-
tion, the Pakistani decision
makers on Kashmir seem smug in
their belief that the ‘‘overstret-
ched™ Indian army cannot mount

an attack on Pakistan and the
Pakistani army can therefore
persist in 1iis provocative activi-
ties with impunity, They also
feel, rightly, that the inter-
national situation is a deterrent
to another outright India-Pakis-
tan war.

This, however, overlooks other
powerful  elements in  world
opinion which ought to be pon-
dered by the rash individuals in
the Pakistani ruling establishment.
For onc thing, the earlier inter-
national silence on  Pakistani
help to terrorism, indeed narco-
terrorism, is yielding place to
stern  criticism.  The .8 1s
threatening to place Pakistan
on the +Libyan list®® or the
catalopue ol countries to be
condemned for exporting terro-
rism. What the British minister
of state for foreign affairs has
said on this subject in the
House of Commons speaks for
itself.

Pakistani attempts to inter-
nationalise the Kashmir Issue
and to invoke the TU.N. resolu-

tions thanf which nothing is
more irrelevant today have also
failed to produce the desired
result. All major countries sup-
port a settlemeni wunder the
Shimla Agreement. America’s
dispute with Pakistan over the
nuclear issue is far more serious
than its differences with India

on the same subject.

The U.8. under—secretary of
state, Mr Reginald Bortholomew,
has informed WNew Delhi of
China’s ‘*categorical commitment™
to the U.S. that Chinese M-9 and
M-11 missiles would not be
supplied to Pakistan.

There is some criticism of
India on the score of alleged
violations of human rights in
Kashmir. But on the wider
human rights issue Pakistan has
no leg stand on. Judged by the
U.N. scale of “human freedom’’,
Pakistan ranks 79th —- just afier
Vietnam — in a list of 88 coun-
tries!

All these are favourable
tors which Tndian diplomacy
must build upon. But that by
itselfl would not be enough, It
would be irresponsible on our
part not to realise that Pakistan
is able to act the way-it is
doing because it perceives a
“window of opportunity”  in
Kashmir. The situation {is the
valley isinot an dismal as it
was alyear ago, But it is far

fac-

from being good enough. The
“window™ the Pakistanis are
exploiting  will not shut until

the Indian state establishes over
the Kashmir situation much grea-
ter contral than is the case at
present,
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Hindu ‘march for unity’
fresh ethnic clashes?

David Housego

NEW DELHI

Hind‘u_ militants recently
launched a 14,000 km march
across  India  that both the
government and most political
parties fear could trigger off
fresh Hindu-Moslem riots.

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, the
president of the Hindu Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BIP), set out
from Kanyakumari, the southern-
mrasr. tip of India, at the head
of a

| large following on a
highly publicised journey that
will reach its climax  with

the raising of the national flag
In Srinagar, the capital of
Kashmir, on January 11.

Many believe that militants

from the Moslem separatist
movements in  Kashmir will
prevent his entry to Srinagar
or that the governmnt could

be forced to arrest him well
before then to avoid violence,

Dr. Joshi calls his journey an
ekta yatra — a march for unity.
He says that its aim is fo
champion national unity against
the ‘“biggest threat' now facing
the country — “terrorism and
secession”™,

Prime Minister Narasimha Rao’s

Congress administration believes
that the march will inflame
tensions between Hindus and
Moslems and make the handling
of separatist movements in
Kashmir, Punjab and Assam
more difficult,

Dr. Joshi, one of the hard
line leaders within the BIP, set
out - on a  truck decorated
as a Kashmiri house boat, His
journey will take him through
many of the states where there
have been communal and ethnic
clashes including Andhra Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Uttar
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and MKashmir — where he will
arrive in the capital on Repu-
blic Day.

When the BIP's parliamentary
party leader, Mr. L, K.Advani,
launched a similar campaign last
year to support the building of
a Hindn temple in Ayodyha
it provoked widespread violence
between Hinduz and Moslems,
There have been almost 400

reported communal riots since
then.
Mr. Rao called a special all

party meeting in an effort to
get the BIP call off the march.

The BIP, already the dominant
party in north India sees the
march as a central element in
its campaign to challenge the
Congress as the major national
party. By eqguating national
unity with Hindu culture, it is

cxploiting  the anti — Moslem
sentiments of many Hindus and
their fears of the country
disintegrating under  pressure

from separatists,

The BJP also hopes the march
will exacerbate splits within
Congress, which 13 divided over
how to respond to the BIP's
Hindu nationalism and how to
handle the issues of Kashmir and
the Punjab.

The danger for the BIP is
that its aggressive campaign
could alienate middle-of-the

road opinion that is frightened
by the BIF's excesses, Dr. Joshi,
for instance, implicitly condones
the ruthlessness of the security
forces in Kashmir which has
led to numerous charges of
human rights abuses azainst them.

“My weapons are defined by
the weapons of my encmies”
he says, justifying the methods
of the security forces by the
violence they face,

Throughout the march, BIP
will be pressing for the removal
of the constitutional article that
gives Kashmir special status,
“India is a one and indivisibel
whole, No part of the territory
can be permitted to secede’.
says Dr Joshi.

He adds that once the govern-
ment's  authority  has  been
enforced in  Kashmir, then
separatist militancy will ‘evap-
orate',
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Barber’s Paradigm and Personality:
D. S. Senanayake

A. ]. Wilson
University of New Brunswick

ames David Barber wrote
Jin his The Presidential Cha-
racter: Predicting Performance in
the White House (2nd edition,
1977) that prediction of the be-
haviour of a President (2nd his
paradigm can be applied to
prime ministers) is possible if
we have access to the subject's
character as developed in child-
hood, his worldview as formed
in adolescence and his style as
it emerged in early adulthood.
Stephen E. Ambrose, a distin-
guished revisionist Nixon historian
in Nixon: The Edupeation of a
Politician, 1913-1962 (1987}, with-
out referring to Barber, confirms
the latter’s view that a projec-
tion of personality can be pro-
filed if we have knowledge of a
future president’s early years.
Barber's vicews are accepted by
the American establishment. In
recent times, he was 1equested
to apply his paradigmatic for-
mula to produce a portrait [of
Jimmy Carter.

That the paradigm can be used
in predicting prime ministerial
performance was illustated by J.
H. Grainger in his Character
and Style in English Politics
(1969). Grainger had, in a dis-
tant way, anticipated Barber but
was mnever anywhere near- the
sophisticated paradigm. He st-
ressed character and style in the
evolution of the Office of the
Prime Minister but his was pri-
marily a study 1n history.

Barber developed his paradigm
in four layers; (1) the President’s
personality shapes his behavior (2)
Presidential  personality is a
package in which his character,
worldview and style are compo-
nents of his psycho-dynamism
(3) Presidential personality inter-
acts with the power situation
he is confronted with and ¢sthe
climate of expectations'® that
prevails during his term.in office;

this climate of expectation is
discerned by (a) reassurance am-
ong the people that thinks will
be all right and that the Presi-
dent will take care of his people
(b) a sense of progress and ac-
tion especially sthat the Presi-
desident ought to do something
to direct the nation’s course —
or at least be in there pitching
for his people and (c) the feel-
ing that there is legitimacy in
the office he has been elected
to, that ¢the President should
be a master politician” yet he
must alse be considered to be
above politics and (4) “ithe best

way to predict a President's
character, worldview, and style
is to sec how they were pul

together in the first place .. in
his early life".

Barber stated that there is an
¢prientation’ in childhood *‘to-
wards experience’’. Once es-
tablished, that experience of ex-
perience lasts “‘despite much
subsequent contradiction™. In
adolescence, the focus of atten-
tion shifts toward the future'.
These themes concluded Barber,
“come together strongly in early
adulthood when the person moyes
from coniemplation to respon-
sible action and adopts a style™.

Barher's definiticns of character,
worldview and style are relevant
to an understanding of his
paradigm. Character is ‘‘the way
in which the President orients
himself towards life”'. Worldview
comprises the President’s ‘pri-
mary, politically relevant beliefs,
particularly his conception ol
social causality, human nature,
and the central moral conflicts
of the time”, Style is the Presi-
dent’s ‘thabitual way of perfor-
ming his three political roles
which are speechmaking. personal

relations and homework™. Nomne
of these, stated Barber, can
be discerned wholly in a per-

sonality, adding, i1 is g matter
of tendencies’. Traits are to
hf’ found in all of us “but in
different amounts and different
combinations®’.

Barber classifled his types into
four categories:

(i) the active—positive where
“‘there i5s a congruence, a con-
consistency, between much ac-
tivity and the enjoyment of it,
indicating relatively high self-
esteem and relative success in
relating to the environment: he
is readily adaptable™

(ii) the active-negative = juxta-
poses c“‘relatively intense effort
and relatively low emotional re-
ward for that effort’”; such types
are entrenched in their opinions
and take criticism personally

(iii) the passive-positive who is
“receptive, compliant, other-dir-
ected” ‘“whose life is a search
for affection as a reward for
being agreeable and cooperative
rather than personally assertive’

(iv) the passive-negative has ¢a
character-rooted orientation to-
ward doing dutiful service in
order to compensate for low
self—esteem based on a sense of
uselessness'”,

Barber’s view was that the four

types will react differently to
situations omnce they obtain
office. Thus:

active-positives want most to
achieve results (5. W. R. D, Ban-
daranaike, J. R. Jayewardene, R,
Premadasa). Aective negatives
aimto get and Keep power (D. 5.
Senanayake, Mrs. Sirimave Ban-
daranike, Sir John Kotelawala).
Passive positives are after love
(Dudley Senanavake). Passive
negatives em phasise their civic
virtue (Dudley Senanayake).

{Continued on page 22§
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Plantations (5)

The estate people within the nation

Paul Caspersz

oes socio-cconomic integra-
Dtion always and necessarily
outlaw politicized ethnicity? Or
is political organization along
ethnic lines aninevitable develop-
ment of representative democracy?
Divergent answers to these gues-
tions may be canvassed. - Concep-
tually of course it is possible
to envisage politicized ethnicity
in coexistence wilh soclo-econo-
mic integration of diverse ethnic
groups in a single nation-siate.
In practice, politicized ethnicity
would zeem  gravely to imperil
sacio-economic integration.

Politicized Ethnicity

Yet when the option for re-
presentative government is taken
in an ethnically plural society,
the different ethnic groups of-
ten claim, and obtain, scparate
political recognition. When the
{irst Legislative Council was es-
tablished in Sri Lanka in. 1833,
Governor Robert Wilmot Horton
had the task of nominating six

unofficials  of which one-half
could be natives. The Governor
nominated one Sinhalese, one

Tamil and one Burgher. In
1889, Governor Arthur Gordon
added one Kandyan BSinhalese
and one Moor, When the prin-
ciple of election was accepted,
in the Legislative Council of
1910, four members were to be
elected: two Europeans, one
sseducated Ceylonegse”. Tk is to
the credit of the Ceylon National
Congress that at its inception
it eschewed division along ethnic
lines, But it did not take more
than a few months for ethnic
fissures to appear in the Cong-
ress and in the early 19205 the
Congress divided along ethnic
lines. The Danoughmore Com-
missioners set their face against
communal tepresentation which,
in a famous phrase, they called
«a canker in the body politic”,
but finally the Donoughmore
Constitution allowed the. Gover-

nor to nominate no less then
eight persons to represenl umnre-
presented interests in a Council
of only 58 members and the
three Officers of State, That
the Soulbury Constitution intro-
duced Section 29 to protect the
minorities from political swamp-
ing by the majority is well
known. From 1833 therefore to
the present day there has there-
fore been a steady politicization
of ethnicity which even the most
enlightened and unbiased politi-
cal thinkers and practitioners
have found impossible to avoid.
The politicization of ethnicity
is perhaps the necessary price
of representative democracy in a
pluri—ethnic society.

Should the Estate Tamils also
opt for the politicization of
their sub-identity in the natipn-
state? In a  little-noticed (per-
haps totally unnoticed) short
piccs* Jagath Senaratnc has ar-

against politicization

.
e

gued
of Estate ethnic identity:

Commandineg a Iarpe agerezale nom-
ber of wotes, the community (that
is, the BEstate Tamils) as a whole
will be a new and siznificant poli-
tical force to contend with: it will
influence themationnl political ‘space’;
affecting electoral  representation,
political alljancss wnd possibly may
even influence  popular political
ideologics. .. In the context of
competition for scarce  politfcal
resources, the impligations of this
greater profile are ominous. ...

My argument is that... the gors
ditions {or endemic ethnic conflict
in the hill cogatry will be marginel-
Iy lessened if the- Estate Tamils
secl political expression  throogh
the mainstream parties; that it is
precisely  this  morginal  advantope
that could cnable the containment
and management of this particular
ethnic conflict. ..

...My arpument is that for a
workable 'ethnic compact’ Lo emerge
between the contending groups in
the hill couontry, it is necessary

* Jagath Scnaratne, “after Citizen-
ship to the Estate Tamils”, Poice
of the Vofceless, Wo, 25, June 1986,

that the Estate Tamils shed their
ethnic group-spesific mode of poli-
tica] representation. . .

Moss all this imply that the Estate
Tamils must lose their *ethaic iden-
tity'? On the contrary, what
would like to suggest is that reli
gious, linguistic and cultueal factors
MINUS l?u: ‘Ethnic Party” compoient
be combined to form this ‘ethnic
identity’.

Jagath Senaratne is in effect
advising in the context of his
plea for an ‘ethnic compact’
against the wisdom of the politi-
ecal wing of the Ceylon Workers,
Congress. The Congress iook its
origins from the Ceylon Indian
Congeess, formed more than fif-
ty years ago in May 1939 and
the Ceylon Indian Comngress La-
bour Union which was formed
in May of the following year.
In 1950 at the Tenith Anmnual
Congress of the Ceylon Tndian
Congress held in  Matale it
changed its name to the Ceylon
Waorkers® Congress. Mi 8. Thonda-
man. was elested President. The
political wing of the Congress
was re-activaced in the mid 703
and in 1977 was recopnized 4s
an independent political party
by the Comimnissioner for Elections.

Yet the politicization of the
Congress is not a deyelopment
of the 19705 but merely the
continuation of the politicization
of the plantation workers which
bepan with the seiiing up of the
Ceylon Indian Congress in 1239,
The CIC fielded seven candidaies
at the 1947 elections: six of them
won their seats. Among the win-
ners was S, Thondaman who, as
President of the Ceylon TIndian
Congress, won the Nuwara Eliya
seat. The denial of citizenship
and voting rights to the plan-
tation workers in 1948 and 1949
forced the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress — which succeeded b il the
Ceylon Indian Congress Lab»ur
Union — to concentrale on trade
unjon activities in the 505 and
60s but it never completely abdi-
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cated its political tasks. Finally,
Mr. .S. Thondaman and Mr. S.
Scllasamy were nominated by
the Ceylon Workers’ Congress
(Political Wing) for the General
Election of July 1977. Mr.
Thondaman was elected 3rd mem-
ber for Nuwara Eliya while Mr.
oellasamy came fourth in  the
3-member seat of Colombo
Central. Writing in the first
half of 1986, Jagath Senaratne
holds up to the Estate Tamils
the example of the Muslims.
It Is precizely to facilitate develop-
ment of multiethnic  parties that I
supgested that the Fstate Tamils
conduct themselves in the ‘national®
political arena in 2 manner analo.
gous to that which the Muslims have
adopted to the present day.,
Unforiunate Jagath Senaratne!
Since he wrote the Muslims have
taken what seems like unretrace.
able steps towards politicization
of their separate ethnicity. The
estate  Tamils may therefore
answer Jagath Senaratne that it
15 not they who have to follow
the Muslims but the Muslims who
are now following them. What
indeed seems to be the pattern
of the future is not the mulii-
ethnicity of the main political
pariies but the separate politici-
zation of separate ethnic ETOups.

. The way to avoid the latter
15 10 ensure the former, Tagath
Senaratne sees this:

Whatever arguments io the contrary,

all the mainstream palitical parties

from the entire political spectrum

shﬂuldlrtaiizc that it is in their long.

lerm interest to woo the Estate

Tamils inte their party constituencies,

The mainstream political parties
which could theoretically accept
to be multi-ethnic are the United
Mational Party, the S5 Lanka
Freedom Party and the parties
of the Marxist left. The reality,
hawevcr, 15 that all these parties,
including, most tragically, the
traditional Marxist parties since
1963, have capitulated to majority
ethnic pressures which today have
been canonized by the ethnic
quota system. To work or inte-
gration through political integra-
tion of many ethnic groups in
multi-ethnic parties that in theory
claim to be inter-ethnie and only
secondariy by the minority ethnic
groups themselves; the task of the
leaders will he rendered  less
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arduous to the extent that they
are able to convince their follow-
ers of the bonafides of the lead.
ers  of the former. Meanwhile,
and in order to make that task
casier, the avenues of social and
economic integration have to be
explored.

Socio-Economic
Inter-relationships

The integration of the Estate
Tamil community into national
society has assumed special im-
portance hecause of four inter—
commected factors: the Consti-
tutional Independence of 1948,
Repatriation Agreements of 1964
and 1974, the nationalization
of the estates in 1972 and
1975, and the Citizenship Acts
of 1986 and 19838, As long as
Sri Lanka was a Crown Colony
and the estates were private pro-
perty, the British were able to
to maintain the basically enclave
nature of plantation sotiety. This
does not mean that there was no
interaction between estate and
village but the interaction was
never puided by the imperative
of integration, Independence in
1948 saw the birth of this im-
perative.

Yet the immediate response of
the constitutionally independent
Government was by way of refu-
sal to see it and the consequent
attempt to exclude the Estate
Tamils from national socicty. The
attempt crystallized in the Citizen-
ship Acts of 1948 and 1949.%

* The Indian Government accepted
the 1964 estimale of the Sri Lankan
Government that there were 975,000
stateless persons in  the country,
By the Repatrialion Agreement of
1964, TIndia agreed to grant its
citizenship to 325,000 and Sri Lan-
ka its own to 300,000, and to
postpone  the decision about the
residence of 150,000. This decision
wis taken by the Agreement of
1974, Indiz and Sri Lanka would
each pramt citizenship to 75,000,
Of the 600,000 thus earmarked for
India, only 506000 had applied
for Indian citizenship by 31 Octo-
ber 1981, on which date India
closed the list of applicants, Sri
Lanka in 1986 agreed to grant its
citizenship to the remaining 94,000,
thus  increasing jts  quots from
375,000 to 469,000, Both Govern-
ments would also grant citizenship
to the natural increatse of those
who came under thejr guotas as
decided upon by the Agreements
of 1964, 1974 and 1086,

The nationalization of the
estates by the laws of 1972 and
1975 heightened the imperative
of the integration of the Estate
Tamils into the socio-economic
and administrative structures of
the country. The bulk of the
Estate Tamils were mno longer
to be the employees of farsign
or lacal private plantation pro-
prietors but were now the direct
employees of the State. It was
therefore necessary to grant Sri
Lankan citizenship to those en-
titled to it under the Apree-
ments and to ensure that India
would grant its citizenship to
those entitled under the same
Agreements. Yet there was delay,
due to a number of complex
circumstances,

Citizenship Act No 39 of 1988

was the most recent attempt
to finally and definitively end
the problem of the stateless.

It stipulated that anyome who
did not come within the 506,000
plus the natural increase was
ipso facto a citizen of Sri Lan-
ka. That is the legal situation,
but does not seem to have so
far had plain sailing into actual
and effective implementation.
At the time of writing imple-
mentation, to say the least, is
not being aided by the flecing
of refugees in the North and
East to South India,

Integration of the Estate
Tamils into national society has
to be pursued both internally,
or within the estates, and exter-

nally, or between the estate
and the rest of the natianal
cconomy.  Within  the estates,

programmes are being launched-
1o overcome the secular dis-
advantage of the Estate popu,
lation in education, housing,
ownership of land, employment
and mobility of employment,
health, income. These have to
be pursued with determination
but also with prudence so as
not to heighten the suspicions
and jealousies of the neigh-
bouring village communities.

If all the published figures so
far testify te the greater relative
disadvantage of the estate in
relation to the rural and urban
sectors, it must also be horne



in mind that conditions in some

villages and in some urban
slums are worse than on some
estates. The estates were not

part of an enclosure movement
as in Southern England, though
much wasteland was transformed
into plantations. The Enclosute
Movement in England directly
dispossessed the peasant and
pamperized them but only until
they got jobs in industry. The
plantations in Sri Lanka indire-
ctly had the same effects, but
the elfects persisted. The en-
closure movement in England
probably caused more suffering
that the plantations did to the
Sinhala peasantry. But there
were [ar fewer compensatory
effects in Sri Lanka than in
England. Here there was no
industry ‘to absorb peasant la-
bour, especially when popula-
tion increased, There was no
development of capitalist agri-
culture. There was little dep-
loyment of profits for the deve-
lopment of the country.

When both estate workers and

local peasants suffered, it is
much less important to decide
who is more or less disadvan-

taped than to take resolute steps
to end the admitted disadvan-
tage of both. The problems of
the peasantry are only the
obverse side of the problems of
the plantation workers. In the
ultimate analysis the problems
of both estate workers and vil-
lage peasants are the same:
marginalization by the groups
holding power; low and preca-
rious imcomes; lack of outlets
for initiative and self-reliant
development; lack of opportunity
for either the exiensive or In-
tensive growth of all that cons-
titutes culture; subservience to
the city, chiefly the capital city,
Colombao.

G. V. 8. de Silva in his Some
Heretical Thouwghis on  Economic
Development  unequivocally chal-
lenged the country to reverse
the exploitative relationship bet-
~ween village and city and make
it a relationship that would fa-
vour the former. Only in that
way, be argued, could the ener-
gies of the majority who re-
side in the village be released

creatively for the tasks of natio-
nal development. In his view
there could be no genuine Gam
Udawa until the existing rela-
tionship was reversed. Similarly,
de Silva’s argument can and
should be extended to the rela-
tionship  between  the estate
sector and the urban  economy.
At present it is the estate which
by the taxes and duties it pays
subsidizes the city, The city is
4 parasite feeding on the estate.
If this subsidy is substantially
reduced, if not altogether re-
moved, estate wages can be
signilicantly increased, starting
a4 multiplier process than can
spread from estate to  village
and from DBboth to the entire
country,

_Historically, until very recent
times, next to nothing has been
done in a conscious manner to
creatively integrate the estate

with the village.
scious manner, however, when-
ever the village existed in the
vicinity of the estate, therc has
often been mutually beneficial
contact between estate and wvil-
lage, Left to themselves, with-
out the interference of self—
interested trouble-makers, estate
worker and villager have been
quick to see in each other an
ally and a complementary lorce,
i‘md by no means a natural
oe.

In an uncon-

It is clear that no social change
of any magnitude, certainly no
humanisiic social change. can
take place in the country until
estate workers and villagers unite
with each other in the planta-
tion areas, and then with wor-
kers and peasants elsewhere in
the country. That unity by its
own dynamics will promote the
unity of the whole nation.

| Cosmetik fur das Kapitalism

i This philosopher, Etmesociologist

Awaking  from n dream

Was as illusory

He broke

We leave him

(He dreamt he was a butterfly)

Genus. Trotskyptera flitting on a beam
Of rare light from a distant Galaxy.
Alas, in spite, of being Dopplerized ’ |
To the Red end of the spectrum, being
Enlighiened that Race, creature compulsive '

As his antagonism to the Caterpillar

Through Spacelime and awoke

fa this last decade to a realization

He said, of his Impotence

| Against the potency of flaring Nationalisms
In an era which he described j

As one of Addvanced Capitalisms

Smoking his hookah on a Steck Market Toadstool
Mushrooming after HighTech rain and Recession,
But he still wonders whether

He is a Caterpillar dreaming he is a Butterfly
Or Vicesversa, in a Slump

Which the computer says is a Hump.

U. Karunatilake o
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Part 2)

Goviya’s Looking Glass

Manik Sandrasagara

MEMORY

We have survived as clans be-
causé we can remember whal
we were, Now, we can read all
the signs around us by remiem-
bering the past. Nothing is new.
*5uba Sha Yasa', Milinda Pra-
shna’®, ‘Ummapga Jataka'.... our
folk stories — all this makes us
wise. Nobody really [ools us... we
Just pretend to be stupid, This is
very safe in a society ruled by
a dominant mentality, The boy
who thinks, usually ends up omn
tyres.

INSECURITY

Fear and Parancia results from
feeling threatened. An ant called
the ‘Binkunda' teaches us this
important lesson. It dances when
threatened. We therefore respect
the right of every living being
to seek happiness. Our culture
does not make us compete; we
co—operate instead for common
ends, The water, the land, the
air...the elements we don’t own.
We therefore collectively plan all
activity that affects one another.
The onlyfgoal we aspire to is
balance — this brings the rain
in time. When this balance is
lost,
our darker side manifests. The
Deva-asuna war is in our thou-
ghis and our actions externalises
this war. Fear and Paranoia is
a disease that affects all those
who hold on to anything. Ina
culture where nothing is owned,
there is nothing to lear.

Fools have now arisen who re-
act to the illusions arcound them.
The demons and fears are in
their own minds. Their urge to
destroy themselves with their in-
security makes them take others
with them. A shared wision of
desire. The desire to rtule, to
dominate, to control, to make a
lasting impression, to create His-
tory. .

we become de-natured and |

BIG TANKS

Kola—amunu—oya rmuns from
Mathagane Pattini Devale to
Karawita (sea). There were several
cpamas’ and  ‘wewas® along this
Oya. This was at a time when
Gamanis tuled our :gamas’. Tt
was Pandukabhaya who first de-
stroyed the tank system by buil-
ding the mighty Pandawewa. Big
tanks require a bureaucracy, Were
bip tanks went the Kingdom’s
power extended. In the small
tank country our villape was our
world and the spirit that dwelt
in our Devale was both our God
and King,

Kingship, as an institution be-

came a process whereby Kings
expand their control through
water. Finally, with democracy,

Trrigation and Roads came to the
village and we lost control aver
everything, Very often the road
went right through our tank.

RAJAKARTYA

Sti Lanka's agrarian culture
was not based on the Feudal
patterns that existed in Europe.
This interpretation was given to
us by our foreign tralped his-
tarians, sociologists and politi-
cians. Our culture was based on
Rajakariya not feudalism. To un-
derstand how this warked, one
must first know what is ‘yuthu-
kama® — duty. This was our coin-
tribution in keeping the balance.
Our duty was not to a man —
but to principle, Tt was princi-
ple that ruled not individuals.

In keeping nature’s balance,
we knew what our responsibili-
ties were. These responsibilities
we consider a sacred duty. This
duty was looked upon as a service
to the community. There was no
bureaucracy to order anyone —
everybody  colléctively
to Pupections they were best su-
ited for. Agriculture was the
best example — where all parti-

attended -

clated together for the common-
good. This was common-sense,
Social Scientists cannot under-
stand this -Mahasammata’ (com-
mion consensus). They ecall it
feudal based on the European
experience that they have been
taught.

CASTE

The book-trained rarely un-
derstand caste. For ceniuries,
eople have lived certain lifesty-
F{:s. This is genetic information
or **Buddha Bhoga', People are
best doing what they like and
understand, Every village had a
distinct cultural pattern inside it.
No two villages are alike. In
my mother’s sparamparawa’ there
is a *Denapideni’ custom, coming

they say from Kuveni. In my
father’s ‘paramparawa’, there is
something else. But my father

and mother have the same ‘ge’
name, are from the same caste
and come from adjoining villages
As much as a treeis indigenous.
to its environment, pcople are
also indigenous to different en-
vironments. Village names arose
from ‘Rasa’ — taste: and, *Guna’
— quality My village is Thimbiri-
yawewd, named after 2 Thimbiri
Tree and 4 Wewa. This tree can
live in and out of water. Tt is also
a tasty wild fruit around which
children gather. Similarly, every
caste had its own secrets In
maintaining the quality or *guna’ of
the trible. It is this know ledge
that made them distinct. This
sguna dharma’ ruled each group.
Although this ‘dharma’ is now
considered old fashioned primo-
rdial urges don't change. They
surface  in other ways.

VILLAGE RELIGION

The sun was our God King —
called <‘Syoryadivyarajah’; The
Moon was our God King —
called ‘Chandradivyarajah’ the
Earth was our Virgin Mother
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called ‘Polo mahikanthava'. This
was our religion. When the Sun
and Moon united, we called it
‘Palaviya’... the night when there
is no moon. We learned that
out of darkpness life begins in
order to die. Life contained in-
finite possibilities with the cycle
repeating itself endlessly with no
beginning and neo end. This 1%
‘Samsara’. The life cycle was
understood by all with the Sun
and the Moon as our teachers.
Because there was nothing to
worry, all were happy. It was
into such a society that the city
introduced Roads, Education,
Churches, Business and Politics.
Soon our simple *Gama Pola’
(Villlage Fairy had to compete
with a *Mahapola® (Great Fair)
and then with a <Jathika Pola’
(Mational Fair). WNaturally, our

*Gama Pola® lost out in this
game,

POVERTY

Who defines poverty? Con-

tentment can be found in a mud
hut and misery in the palace,
The Ffamily is the first unit,
This is where our culture begins.
For centuries we protecied our
children. Now those who came
from broken homes, who had
sgen nothing but  discontent,
came to us a5 our saviours...
these agents of change were the
real ‘Lerrorists in . our midst’. Po-
verty follows roads and new settle-
ments. In traditional villages we
consider ourselves rich, in [act
we call the city ‘Geri Wala’® —
the pit in which cattle are slaugh-
tered, In the willage we revere
our cattle as our teachers. It was
they who taught us about clay
and mud. Every village lost its
identity and individuality with
its unique cultural pattern and
became part of a nation when
trade, commerce and money be-
came the new Gods, Fertilizer,
insecticide, tractors, miracle se-
eds; all this was a part of what
the city called ‘Rural Develop-
ment’. A speed oriented urban
mentality fast replaced our tan-
quil way of life. The simplicity
of needs was replaced by unen-
ding acquisition and desire... what
then is poverly? .

22

KINGSHIP

We only knew what Kingship
was. The individual associated
with Kingship was of no conse-
quence. The stability and good-
ness of a regime was determ-
ined by the rain coming in season
bringing prosperity and peace.
When  there is  conflict, di-
vision and drought, the people
believed that the King was at
fault. A rebellion followed since
the King was unacceptable, and
anarchy was the result, In order
to survive, the King looks to-
wards a4 division in the public
mind and he tries to benefit
from it. These attempts arc re-
corded in history by scribes who

live off the system. If the
scribe is partial to the King,
he becomes a hero and if he

opposes the King, he is sent to
jail. It is the same story always.
We come to know of Kings only
when they are mass murderers.
Ashoka is the best example of
this syndrome,

DHARMA WAR

~In 1988 a poster appeared
im  Kataragama. It said that
every secret will be revealed.

This is what’s happening now.
‘Hora® (deceit), ‘Boru’ (lies) and
Maavan® (illusion) will all be ex-
posed, We are in the middle of
‘Dharma” War'. Everybody and
everything is under scrutiny. MNo-
body is exempt. This is the
best era for 5ri Lanka — a golden
era in fact, when people every-
where begin to understand how
change comes by itsell with the
season. Till city people see the
hand of nature in all what's
happening around them, they
will attribute blame to various
people, How can we blame in-
dividugnls? It is conditions, the
system and ‘irthu’ (season) for
all this to happen. Everything
that happens, happens right.

HISTORY

All written history is a story

of conflict and War. Conflict
appears in all cultures in bet-
ween long peiiods of peace.

Peace is hardly recorded in his-
tory.

It is always a story of Wars,
of Kings and of the building
of monuments. This is what is
taught to our children — conflict.
Even today what we read in the
mauss media is the story of con-

[ict where slander is the main
weapon,  Sustainability of cult-
urcs— is  based on  praciice,

not on words. Without practice,
theory is useless. Culture is for-
gotten and conflict emphasised
and this nurtured and cultivated
in the cily. Unable to understand
the truth we are being further
taken into further chaos and
division by #both karayas™.

Barber’s ...
(Continwed from page I3)

And he added :“the problem is
to understand — and to state un-
derstandably — what in the per-
sonal past foreshadows the future
behaviour of a president”, and
in our case, what in their per-
sonal past explained the behaviour
of a prime minister.

The four categories that Barber
classified do not exist in water
tight seclusion. There is always
an overlap. But when we make
our assessment, the incumbent
will be assessed in the round
for to do otherwise will amount
to writing a complete biography.
And for the purpose of our an-
alysis, we are interested in those
dominant traits which led the
officeholder to act as he did.

D. S, Senanayake (1947-52), the
first prime minister arrived at
his position by accident, the
death of a brother (F. R.). D.5.
however had had a long ap-
prenticeship. The question we
need to ask is whether D. 8’s
early life and later experience
had any influence on his career
as Prime MWlinister.

The evidence of D. 8's career
up to the early nineteen thisties
indicates that he was not the
emerging choice though he bezan
laying the groundwork after
1931, the year of the inaugura-
tion of the Donoughmore Con-
stitution, to make himself the
incvitable senior statesman whom
the British colonial authorities
could rely on as a safe bet.



Kosambi: Using Marxism Creatively

Pranava K. Chaudhary

he late Prof Damodar Dhar-

mananda Kosambi was a
distinguished thinker and writer
who made outstanding contribu-
tions in various fields, In parti-
cular, he extended and enriched
the concepts of scientific meth-
odology by applying it to the
problems of archaeology, history
and culture, making original and
farreaching contributions in these
disciplines.

One of the most eminent his-
torians of India, Prof R. 8. Shar-
ma, who was a close associate
ol Prof Kosambi, spoke about
the mulitifaceted aspects of
Prof Kosambi's contribution 1o
the social sciences, particularly
history:

Q. How  would
ess Kosambi o oas &
historian?

You  a55-
Marxist

A, Although Kosambi adop-
ted the Marxist approch
to history, he did not accept
the conclusions of Marx himself,
not to speak of the views of
the official Marxisis in the Sov-
iet Union. Though, the Soviet
Indologists spoke of the slave
mode of production in ancient
India, Kosambi did not accept
this thesis. He, however, caut-
iously considered the Harappan
civilisation close to a slave type
of society.

Again Kosambi totally rejected
Marx's application of the con-
cept of Asiatic mode of produc-

tion to Indian society and
strongly  criticised  Wittfogel's
theory of Oriental despotism,

Kosambi did not adopt Marx’s
“modes of production’ or their

sequence fn foto. He held  that
in India there could be several
modes of production at any
given time. In short, Kosamhbi
tried to use Marx's method and
approach for a creative Marxist
explanatory model. This is now
being realised by the Soviet
Marxists themselves,

Q. Could you state some of
the significant wviews of ¥o-
sambi on early Indian society?

A Kosambi forcefully pointed
out the weak appratus of vio-
lence it ancient Indian society.
In his view pcople were subor-
dinated more ideologically, than
militarily,  Similarly, Kosambi
did not look upon the caste
as a ritualistic mechanism based
on purily and pollution. He
considered caste as fossilised
class, and as a mechanism of
social control. However, his
view on caste still remains to
be worked out. Kosambi looked
upon a part of the pre-Muslim
age and the period of the Sul
tans and Mughals as feudal. His
idea of feudalism from above
and  fewdalism from below  has
been thought +to he highly
original by Prof A. L. Basham.
The first indicates powerful kings
levying tributes on subordinates or
tributary princes, and the second
signifies the development of a
class of landowners between the
peasants and the state in  the
villages, The debate on Indian
feudalism is  still  ontinuinge,

0 What’s Kosambi's relevace

to present day religious controv-
ersies?

A. What Kosambi wrote in 1956
regarding the reconstruction of

traditional history has great rele-
vance to the controversy that is
raging about the historicity of
Ayodhya. Till the 19505 histori-
ans mainly relied on the genealo-
gical tables given in the Puranas;

But Kosambi rejected the rig-
marole of history based only on
Puranic lists and accounts,

In reconstructing the history of
ancient times Kosambi went a
step ahead of DrH. C. Raychaud-
hari, who considered events and
personalities to be historical only
if they found mention in both
the Puranic and Vedie traditions,
Kosambi, on the other hand,
judged their historicity in rela-
tion to the history of human
settlement, which was linked with
natural resource use and in clear-
ing the dense jungles in the rainy
alluvial soils of the Ganga and
the black cotton soil area of the
Deccan. It is evident that unless
settlements were founded in the
middle Gangetic plains states and
the empires could not have been
formed on any scale. In this
context he underlined the signifi-
cance of the role of iron tools.

(Prof Sharma also pointed out
that going by Kosambi’s method
and approach it can be deduced,
Ayodhya could not have been
settled in any scale wuntil the 8th
century BC, and that this is
also attested archaeologically.)

Q. What kind of influence has
been exercised by Kosambi after
his death?

A, Koisambdi made the first
serious attempt to apply the theory

(Contingzd pn page 24)
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India’s . . .

{ Continued from page 11)
Creating  nuclear—free  zomes
may produce the illusion that
nuclaer proliferation will be halted,
but we know what is happening

in Pakistan, TIsracl and South
Africa to name only a few
countries. India, in spite of

having exploded a nuclaer device
in 1974, unilaterally declared
it would use nuclear technology
exclusively [or peaceful purposes.
Having proved its nuclear capar
bility, India deliberately refrai-
ned from carrying oui any more
nuclear explosions, in order to
help the movement towards nu-

clear disarmament. Instead of
appreciating this and following
India’s example., the nuclear

'WEEIPDE '[Jl]'l."u"CFE are now Cconcen-
trating on the NPT which im-
poscs controls and  safeguards
on the non-nucledr weapon power
even for peaceful uses, but not
on the nuclear weapon powers.
What meaning do nuclear-free
zones have as long as the nu-
clear weapon powers, especially
the US, the USSR, China, UK
and France have their nuclear
arsenals? This is not *fequal”
security but tunequal and ingui-
tous insecurity” for the mnon-
nuclear—weapon pPowers.

Some Indian experts say India
should sign the NPT as a *‘nu-
clear power — but this is self-
delusion. By being accepted as
a “nuclear” power, Indian pride
may be satisfied but its security
will not be safeguarded.

Some other experts plead that
since China and France are will-
ing to sign the NPT, India has
no reason to refrain from doing
so, But what does it really
mean? By signing the NPT
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France and China will merely
agree not to transfer their nu-
clear technology to non ouclear
weapon powers and not reduce
or eliminate their own nuclear
arsenals, Both the NPT and
“nuclear—{ree zones™ are mere
gimmicks to delude the non-—
nuclear—weapon  States.  They
will only delay the realisation
of nuclear disarmament which
must have the first priority. If
that happens there will be no
need for NPT .or nuclear=free
zones for the whole world would
then be free of danger of a
nuclear holocaust.

It is not the USSR alone
that is propagating these dan.
gerous  trends and  doctrines-
Perhaps 1t is wunder pressure

from its new found f{riends to
jump on to. their bandwagon,
But, even the U, 8 and the

other countries of the Western
world are playing apnd encour-
aging this dangerous game and

pressuring the non-nuclear—wea-
pon States to follow suit, Tt

is a shortsighted policy that will

not succeed (in the long run
and may eventually lead to
greater and not less nuclear

proliferation. Those who do
not have the nuclear capability
may sign on the dotted lines,
but those who do will be reluc-
tant to do so. What the 1. 8.,
the USSR and the other Wes-
tern nations need to stress and
concentrate on at this juncture
is to:

f2) reduce the number of
arsenals of all the nuclear—weapon
powers (including China, France
and the UK.) by af least 50 per
cent immediately.

(b) agree immediately to ban
the testing, production and use
of existing nuclear weapons and

those that are in the process
of testing and development.

{c) agree to destroy all nuclear
by 2000 a, d. under international
safeguards and control machinery
in which the non—nuclear weapon
powers  must  be represented
namely the Geneva Disarmament
Committee,

India has played a positive,
construciive and leading role in
the field of nuclear disarmament
in the past. Nehru was the
first world statesman to plead
for this in 1954, It would be
sad if, because of its present
economic and other diffculties,
India gave wup its time-tested
policy  in this field and weakened
its stand. It would not only
jeopardise its own security but
that of the whole world. It is
hoped Indiza will not follow ihe

example of the USSR or other

countries in this matter.
— Hindu

Kosambi . . .

(Continued from page 23)
of mode of production to the
study of social, economic and
other processes in ancient Indian
history. :

The ideas and insights genera-
ted by him are still being pur-
sued by a host of researchers not
only in India but also in other
countries.  Although, historians
working in universities did not
take Kosambi seriously in his
lifetime, it is a measure =f his
intellectual [ impact that three
comemoration volumes were issued
within ten years of his death.
There is no doubt that the pio-
neering and perceptive contribu-
tion of Kosambi to early In-
dian history has stood the test
of time and continues to inspire
historians. :
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