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ﬂm ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter arsd light banter amorgst these
rural damsels wha are busy sorting out 1obacca
lisaf in 2 barn. It is one of the hundreds of such

barns spread out mthe mid and upcountry
intermadiate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the ofl season.

Here, with coreful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn to
gold . 1o the value of over Rs. 230 milion or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural faolk.

Tobacco is the industry that brings employment to
{he second highest number of people. And these
pecple are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
grawers and those who wark for them, on the land
and in the harns.

For them, the tabacco leaf means meaningful warls,
a comfortable life and & secure future. A good
enuugh reason for laughter.

®¢ CeylonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS

JVP TO
INTERNATIONALISE?

A letter from Somawan-
sa Amerasinghe, current fe-
der of the JVP, and other
documents found on a Sri-
Lankan picked up by the
French police in Paris have
revealed that the JVP plans
to internationalise theircau-
se and also infiltrate poli-
tical parties, the Daily News
reported,

According to the docu-
ments the JVP had already
infiltrated some parties and
other orgainsations in Sri
Lanka, the report said. Two
Sri Lankans were picked up
by the French police, one
Gamini Vasantha Vander-
koon and his brother (un-
named) "‘under suspicious
clireumstances”; the two
men "are apparently mem-
bers of the JVP**, the Daily
News said.

TULF BACKS THONDA

The TULF has unanimo-
usly decided to back mi-
nister S. Thondaman's pro-
posal fora federal form of
government as a solution
to the ethnic issue. the
Sunday Times quoting a
TULF polit bureat member,
said. The TULF had been

advocating a federal set up |

for a long time, the mem-
ber P. Joseph said.

CHILD ABUSE: NEW
LAWS

[The Social Services mi-
nistry plans to  introduce
new Jlaws to prevent chil-
dren under 18 entering tou-
rist hotels unaccompanied
“ by parents or guardians.
The Children's Ordinance
is to be revised to cope
with the widespread drug
addiction and prostitution
involving children.

Briefly . . .

Great bank crash!

After Prime Minister and
Finance Minister D. B. Wije-
tunga said in parliament that
the two state banks were
“insolvent” the government
rushed in with a statement,
the next day, urging the
people not to panic. The
Bank of Ceylon and the Peo-
ple’'s Bank would continue
to be owned by the govern-
ment and, “further, the full
support. of the government
for the operations of the two
banks, past and present, will
be guaranteed by the govern-
ment”, a Finance Ministry
statement said.

Earlier, President Premadasa
had said publicly that “big
people” had been given loans
totalling six billion rupees
and not recovered. The Prime

Minister's statement in par-
liament following the presi-
dent’'s disclosures led to a
five point drop in the stock
market index.

Assuring depositors  that

there was no need to panic
the government announced a
re-capitalising and re-strue-
turing program for the two
state banks,

"We can bring the banks
around”, Cahinet spokesman
Ranil Wickremasinghe told a
press briefing.

China Bay blast:
incompetence 7

Experts investigating the
January 21 China Bay air-
force base explosion believe
that mishandling of explosives
by untrained airmen caused

the blow-up that killed 22
and injured a hundred. Ac-
cording to these experts or-
dinary airmen untrained in
the handling of sxplosives
had been filling aireraft
bombs when the blast oc-

curred. The damage has been
estimated at Rs 300 million.

“Significant’’ return

Mannar's first batch of re-
turnees from a refuge camp in
South India arrived at the
Talaimannar pier on Febru-
ary 23. MNavy Commander
Clancy Fernande an hand to
welcome them said that this
more than other batches that
had arrived in Trincomaleo
earlier was more significant.
Mannar, the Admiral said,
was almost 100 per cent
Tamil whereas Trinco was
half and half and therefore
more stablo.

The BOO fisherfolk who re-
turned to Mannar are the
first of 2300 natives of Man-
nar who have agresd to re-
turn from Mandavan refugee
camp. Of 118,000 refugeass
registered in  India about
30,000 have said they wish
to return.
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UNP under stress:

Opposition in disarray

Mervyn de Silva

fter the impeachment plot

failed, there was a period
of confusion. And then slowly
but surely the government found
itself under attack from many
quarters, and these oppositional
forces, consciously or not, ap-
peared to advance according to
some coordinated plan. Mo more.
The issues remain but the as-
sorted anti-Premadasa groups
have fallen by the way or have
lost heart. Or worst of all, work
at cross—-purposes.

So, division rather than unity,
confusion rather than coherence,
characterise the national politi-
cal process. The DUNF stood
for Democracy, with a Big ‘D’,
deliberately playing to the ex-
ternal “"Good Governance Human
Rights” community, with the
Paris Aid Group moeeting as the
D-Day. The DUNF duo had the
"One-Man Show"™ as the targat,
with Democracy &5 the issus.
In selecting this single slogan,
the DUMNF was extremely inter-
nationalist in its orientation. Ths
strong global current will sweeap
away “‘the Dictator” and carry
DUNF to an early election and
polls victory.

The SLFP, the officlal opposi-
tion, shedding its traditional
Sinhala-Buddhist dress, had also
seized the ‘human rights’ armour,
partly because a radical pres-
sure-group led chiefly by An-
uradda Ratwatte and Chandrika
Kumaranatunge, had becomas tha
ssecandant coterie in an increa-
singly disunited and confused
SLFP. As long as Mrs. Banda-
ranaike was not just the recog-
nised but active lsader of tha
party, the SLFP had a person-
ality which could not be matched
by the UNP dissidents (neithsr
Gamini nor Lalith, to be precise)
nor by any other personality on
the political scene.

The DUNF was trapped in its
own logic. The main cause of

the nation's ills was not even
President Premadasa; it was the
Presidency. But a change from
the presidential to the parlia-
mentary needed a constitutional
amendment that had to be pas-
sed by a two-thirds majority.
The SLFP was sympathetic to
the advocates of caonstitutional
change. , . .but after a Presiden-
tial election. And such an elec-
tion would be contesed by Mrs.
Bandaranaike. If the UNP dis-
sidents put foward their own
candidate, Mr. Premadasa would
win. If the 'Dissidents’ did not
contest, Mr. Premadasa or Mrs.
B. would win after that the
DUNF would lose all leverages.

The nsxt turn of events wasn't
anticipated by any of the major
contenders.  Mr. Gamini Jaya-
suriya, exploiting to the maximum
the Thondaman proposals. form-
ed the SINHALA DEFEMCE LEA-
GUE (SAS)., to mobilise Sinhala
opinion, on a non-party basis.
This totally disoriented the two
official opposition movements —
the S.L.F.P. and the D.U.N.F. The
S.A.5. sot the paca —a deva-
lopment, which these two parties
had to recognise and respect.
WE ARE ALL SINHALAS NOW.

The trouble with the S, A, 5.
though was that it was nat just
issue-oriented (its source of str-
ength) but event—targeted j.e. the
Thondaman visit to Jaffna for
talks with the LTTE supremao,
Velupillai Prabhakaran. The mo-
ment Thondaman, undsr unex-
prectedly furious fire, abandonead
his trip (not his formula) the
5. A. S. lost a clear target. Since
then Mr, Jayasuriva has been
struggling hard to whip up Sin-
hala passions over "new’ threats
but the Sinhala public spares
only a weary yawn for such
nightmarish scenarios like the
plantations of the central high-
lands becoming part of the
Marth-East “EELAM®, if the tea

estates are privatised or the
management “‘commercialised’’,
The Thondaman bogey has qui-
etly dropped dead. Only if
“Thonda announces anathar trip

lo Jaffga, will the seary scen-
ario enjoy a re-run,
Without “‘Thonda’, the Indian

Tamil spectrs, the S. A. S. isin
aimless search of enemies.

But the HELA URUMAYA, the
Sinhala wftras who formed an
SLFP caucus or ‘ginger group’,
have in the meantime run away
with Gamini Jayasuriya's plat-
form. The key men are Tilak
Karunaratne, ambitious, sophisti-
cated, rich and guite young, Dr.
Meville Fermando, Mr. Jinadasa
Myathapala (ex-UMP) and S. L.
Gunasekera (lawyer-ideologue).
Though the UNP has played “'the
Sinhala-Buddhist card” for poli-
tical-electoral purposes, the SLFP
is identified by the average Sin-
hala voter as the more authen-

tic advocate of Sinhala-Bud-
dhist interests. For this rea-
san, the HELA URUMAYA can

finish what Gamini Jayasuriya
started but it has to wait a
while. Besides, its futura will
be decided also by the intar-
nal politics of the SLFP i.e.
leadership. Does Mrs. B. retain
the leadership? | should think
so0. But how does she contri-
bute to the SLFP cause by
mounting a spirited challenge
to the Presidency when she is
by no means fit enough to
address island-wide rallies. Will
she gradually transfer power
to Anura, now the National
Organiser, and acting Leader
of the Opposition? What then

of Chandrika who is regarded
by the party leader as the
most qualified contender for
leadership?

The DUNF has a BO vyear
old Prasident, tha much respec-

(Continued on page §)



PRABHAKARAN

Ready for settlement with UN auspices

(Interview with Franklin Raviraj)

t first the Tigers chief soun-
ded annoyed and said: “Ths
LTTE feals like shooting you for
your newspaper's disruptive and
misleading reporting of the ethnic
question®.
| said; “Go ahead and shoot
me if | am responsible’.

Then he smiled and said:
“You are also responsible for
what goes in your newspaps.

as their representative. Tell your
Editors and Management tha
we are angry with their attitude

“Mot"only Thondaman, anyone
who wants peace can come
from the South and are welcoma,
We are not terrorists or racist-
war mongers. We don’t consi-
der the Sinhaless people as our
enemies oOr even as our oppo-
nents. We recognise the sepa-
rate existence of the Sinhala
nation. We respact the ssparate
culture of the Sinhalese. We
don’t desire to intefere in any
way with the national life of
the Sinhalese people or their
freedom.

“Economic strangulation is the
last resort of a weak enemy.
By starving our people it is an
attempt to weaken their resis-
tance and detarmination to fight.
Our people have an inexhausti-
ble thirst for liberation and will
not yield to the pangs of hunger.

We have opened the doors
for peace. Some countries thought
we are drunk by war. So we
told them will the Sinhala
government put forward a rea-
sonable set of proposals to the

Tamil people who have been
cheated for generations with
many pacts, accords and agree-
ments.

Even after the sacrifice of
over 40,000 lives and millions

worth in property we find that
some opportunistic Sinhala politi-
cians and Buddhist clergy op-
posa a political solution with-
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out putting
of their own.

“They don't have an alterna-
tive solution”.

forward proposals

““Sri Lankan military analysts
think in the same terms as In-
dia did, that we speak from a
position weakness and that thay
can crush us through military
force. We warn that unless a
political settlement is reached
under United Mations auspices
any large scale invasion of tha

Jeffna peninsula will, only |ead

us to close the doors 1o peace.
This would maotivate us torwards
permanent separation, &8s our
main objective in the past was
Tamil Eelam:

“If wa are given no other
option by the Sinhala military
they will be forced to learn
the facts of history which we
earlier taught the fourth largest
army in the world. Our deter-
mination is unshakabla™.

— Isfand

Gorbys

Wasn't his idea really,

A ftraitor (too,

Back to the leprous ardar,

May be scholars blame

Ona Up manship got him down,

Each puny clown

| Since Kruscher tried his hand

| Vying with the Titans, May be of all
Kruscher had it tough to make the breach
Others straggled through. A motley Compsgny
Of traitars to their past and each to each

It was a tried technigque
Brashnor he painted old and out of date.
With stagnancy he coined his media fate.
Mixed Spaca Programs with Star Wars,
He foxed with MNixon's fate in Vietnam
And finished him with the tears he shad
(On ajbridge [Alexander crossed) for their young dead
In @ common European way he did him in

Until he too was next done in by Yeltsin.

| He ponders new, as schalars will ona day |
When they are wiser (He is of course just sad,

He couldn't make it), What made him betray

Their sweet World and the hard hands that madea it
Their Fathers hands and thair Mothers tears and milk
| The Steppe, the bounteous harvests and the woods
The fiery forges and the shining steel

That held a Mow World securs until they sold it

Will turn to those stern Fathers who made them tams
Racgressors to & class that always betrayed
Revolutions they talked of and othors made.

lament

Afganistan

U. Karunatilake




Tears rather than tea for Sri Lanka

As violence engulfs Sri Lanka, one Australian
woman is fighting for her beliefs.
Stephen Levitt reports

dele Balasingham, wearing a
black shirt, cradles her
Chinese-made automatic  rifle.
“This is my home now | must

defend it,”" she says of the
city of Jaffna in the north
of war-torn Sri Lanka. Her

Australian accent is clipped by
vears spent abroad,

Balasingham is an Australian-
born legend in the making; =

heroic and potentially tragic
legend. Born Adele Wilby in
Warragul, Victoria, she trained

as a triple—certificate nurse in
Melbourmne and Perth before her
sense of adventure took her
out into the world in 1972,
Mow, she is on a journey of
conscience which has taken
her from humanitarian nurse 1o
gun-toting guerilla.

She took her first step along
the road to liberation fighter
{or terrorist) in England in 1975.
While she was studying at the
South Bank Paolytechnic Collegs,
she married her social science
tutor, Anton Balasingham — a
Tamil and spokesman for the
Tamil Tiger (or LTTE—Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam), the
guerilla group locked in a
vicious civil war of secession
from the Sinhalese-dominated
Sri Lankan government.

The Tamils, descendants of
southern Indians, are fighting
for a separate state in the north
and east of Sti Lanka. Their
opponents, the Sinhalese, make
up most of the island’'s 16
million population. Massacres
on both sides and hard-fought
battles have been the hallmark
of Sri Lanka's conflicts in recent
months, the government push
against the Tigers has taken
on a new intensity.

Locating the Balasinghams in
the war zone was a challenge.

The Sri Lankan armed forcas
and 70,000 Indian soldiers had
failed to find them, but it turn-
ed out to be ralatively simple.

The Sri Lankan military sup-
plied me with a thres-day
permit to visit Jaffna, the
istand’'s northern-most city and
the headguarters of the Tamil
Tigers. The most dangerous
part of the trip was crossing
the 3km-stretch of no-man's
land in north-central Sri Lanka
that separates the government
checkpoint fram tne first Tigers'
checkpoint. In the north, ths
shattared, deserted farm build-
ings and the gaping holes left
in the road by mines are in
egarie contrast to the tourist
paradise of southern Sr Lanka.

| travelled by night to avoid

the government helicopters
which strafe rebels-held road
during the day. My journey
ended when a battle-scarred
farry, weighed down to the
waterline with people, crossed
a wide neck of tidal water

and deposited me on the out-
skirts of the blacked-out city
of Jaffna, where nothing moves
without the Tigers® knowledgs.

Anton was as | expected: a
thoughtful-looking, middle-aged
academic, bespectacled and with
a goates beard. Adele exuded
a shy wvitality, her short brown
hair and gangling, boyish frame
making her appear younger than
her 41 years. They would not
stand out in a crowd — except
Adele carries her rifle as soms
waemen carry a handbag and
both carry capsules of potassium
cyanide (the trade-mark of the

Tigers) as insurance against
captura.
The Tiger — infamous  for

their fanaticism — have  bean
implicated in the assassination

of the Indian prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi in May. They
have also been implicated in
the car-bomb death of Ranjan
Wijeratne, the former Sri Lankan

deputy minister of defence.

Anton denies Tiger involve-
ment in the Gandhi assassinat-
ion, "although what is one life
when so may have been lost?”
The deputy minister “was &
bona fide military target’”. Their
conviction in thelr cause s
absolule.

Adele and Anton showed up
at my hotel in a battered white

van, accompanied by their dog
and some young fighters. Ex-
cept for the guns, we could

have been a family off on a
picnic. Instead, we headed for
a guerilla training camp on the
outskirts of town. Jaffna rolled
by like a painting from the
Apocalypse. Buildings tiltad at
crazy angles, roofs balanced
precariously on stesl girders
bent like ribbons by the heat
of the incendiary bombs. Houses,
shops, churches and libraries
lay shattered, their brickwork
bullet riddled and blasted.

“After the Indians left last
yvear, the war started again,”
Adele says. “The Tigers ra-

took the city and much of the

north and east of the island.
The Sri Lankan Air Force re-
taliated by bombing Jaffna,

targeting civilians to promote
terrar in the Tamil community
far supporting the Tigers. Two-
thirds of the city was reduced
to rubble."”

Among the broken bones of
the city, life goes on. Schoal-
girls in whita tunics bicycle to
class like flock of chattering
doves. There is a noticeabla
absence of boys and vyoung
men. They have either fled to
the refugee camps in the south,
been killed or are fighting with

the Tigers. Vehicles are also
sparse. It is as though the
city has been blown into
another century: no  electric

power, petrol nearly impossible
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BLOODSTAINED TEARDRCP

Sri Lanka a teardrop-shap-

ed island about the size
of Tasmania, iz separated
from the southern tip of

India by 40 km of water.

British colonisers introduced
plantations, particularly tea and

rubber, and imported Tamil
coolies from southern India
to work on them in -pre-

ference to the native Sinha-
lese.

Sri Lanka (then know as
Ceylon) gained independence
from Britain in 1941 and, in
1956, a left-wing nationalist
party, the MEP came to
power under the leadership
of Seclomon Bandaranaike.

The MEP made Sihaless
the official language and
Buddhism the state religion.

The Tamils, who were mostly
Hindu, remained a disenfranch-
ised minority and their re-
sentment at the government
araw.

The Tamil problem was
contained by emergency laws

Tamils ambushed an army
patrol near Jaffna. The at-
tack sparked a wave of anti-
Tamil viglence throughout tha
island as the Sinhalese took
revenge, killing and looting
for days.

The Liberation Tigers of
Eelam, financed and organis-
ed from India, established it-
self soon afterwards as the
strongest rebel group took
over the Jaffna peninsula in
the ensuing civil war.

In an attempt to broker a
peace agreement between the
Sri Lankan government and
Tigers, the Indian government
sent the Indian Peace-Keeping
Force (IPKF) to Sri Lanka in
1887 and a ceasefire was
nagotiated.

This laft
government force free to
hunt down the JVP, an
ultra-leit Sinhalese nationalist
mavement which had sprung
up in the south. Diplomats
believe up to 50,000 JYP

the Sri Lankan

In the north, the relation-
ship between tha [PKF and
the Tigers deteriorated. The
Tigers declared war on ths
Indians after the suicide of
12 of their cadres being hald
by the IPKF. [t took 15,000
Indian troops to take Jaffna
from 2500 defending Tigers.

After the Indians withdraw {
in 1990, leaving 1200 dead,
the civil war began again
with the ambush of a Sri
Lankan Army patrol in Jaffna.
The Tigers retook the city,
which was then almost all
reduced to rubble by the Sri

Lankan Air Force bombing
raids.
A  major sethack for the

Tigers came when they were
implicated in the assassination
of Indian prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi in May. That has
lost them waluable Indian |
support and reports that the

Tigers ara making up the |
funding shortfall by trading {
in narcotics have begun to

concern international agencies.

until, in 1983, a group of suppaorrers were killed.
to find, limited food stocks child. I'm afraid she's finding
at highly inflated prices. Posters it hard to cops. When vyou're

and murals of slain fighters are
everywhere.

When we arrive, the camp
iz preparing for an attack. A
monument to dead fighters
daminates its centre. The Tigers

have suffered military setbacks
lately and photographs of slain
comrades paper the wooden
- hut which serves as the camp's
haadguarters.

Adele points to a large paint-
ing of a handsome young man
dressed in the Tigers' striped
camouflage. He nurses a child
on his shoulders.

“"He was a commander and
he died in a recent bhattle”
she says. “His wife is also a
fighter — a commander. She has
just given birth to his second
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cutnumbered; as we are, you
have to have a victory-or-death
mentality. These pecople are
highly motivated. Yesterday, |
was with a girl who lost her
leg while attacking the gowvern-
ment stronghold  at  Elephant
Pass. She's learning how to
work on a wooden leg so she
can get back into the fight."

The Balasinghams are shy
when it comes to talking about
themselves Anton looks on as
Adele speaks of the early days
of their relationship. We wera
two human beings who, on the
surface, seemed to be different

when we looked at the cultures
wa came from,” she says.
“But looking deeper into our

souls, we found we had similar
sensibilities, feelings, approaches

and outlook... We were open
to the needs of the waorld,
together.”

up the thread:
the post-Vistnam
early '70s was a place for
liberation aroups., When we
were 8 young couple, we spent
g lot of time with exiled re-
volutionaries, attending mest-
ings and protest marches. We
supported the African National
Congress and the Palestinians.
Slowiy, we found we had de-
veloped a mental attitude fo
use our knowledge for oppress-
ed people. Because I'm a Tamil,
we became involved with the
problems in Sri Lanka. This was
an adventure we saw we could
share together.

Anton  picks
“London in

Adele expresses her sympathy
with the Tamil people. “"Whap
your work with people, you



build trust and with the trust
comes responsibility. Because |
“feel so strongly for these people,
| came to terms with armed
struggle early in 1978 after the
anti-Tamil ricts In Sri  Lanka.
At that stage, we had begun
to wvisit India regularly whera
we trained in Tiger-run military
camps in Tamil MNadu,

“Then in the July of 1983,
after a massacre of Tamils in
Sri Lanka by rioting Sinhalese
{sparked by an attack on a Sri

Lankan Army patrol in Jaffna
by the Tigers), the Ileader of
the Tigers, Phrabkaran, asked

us to become full-time cadres
and we moved to Jaffna.  Here,
we're involved in the political
training of the fighters, among
others things.

“The more emotionally invelved
| become with the peopls, the

more empathy | feel for their
oppression, First it was the
Sinhaless, then it was the
Indians."

to broker a
between the

In an attempt
peace adreemant

Tigers and the Sri Lankan
gdovernment, the Indian govern-
ment under Gandhi sent a

peace-keeping force to Sri Lanka
in 1987. For a while the
ceasefire held. But relations
between the Indian Army and
the Tigers soon deteriorated.
The Tigers declared war on the
Indian troops which, rathar
bloodied, withdrew in 1990,

Adele recalls thoss dangerous
times which cemented her re-
solve: “When the war broke
out between the Tigers and the
Indians, the Indians fired inta
a crowded marketplace. All the
casualties came to the hospital
where | was staying. Dozens
of civilians came in with in-
juries from motar fire as well
as bullets from the Indian hali-
copters. There were rows of
injured peopla.

“As | worked, | became awars
of a noise like a tap dripping
and | look down to see it was
the sound of people bleeding
to death. | remember all the
young people torn apart, old
people coming in with no legs,

bodies cut in half, peopls
bleeding to death, brain in-
juries. . . it was & massacre. |
was furious, | thought, how
dare they come here and do
this to innocent people?”
Anton explains the argument

from the Tamil point of view:
When genocide is forced upon

you, if you don't fight back
vou will be wiped out. Adels
and | had a liberal Waestern

educatoin and, although we are
spiritually opposed to violence,

we can justify 1t morally to
defend freedom and our exis-
tence.”

Adele continues: “The Indian
Army  singled out the ares
where it knew the leaders
were. It came to know wa

were in the area and saturated it
with soldiers looking for us.
Everyone was asked, ‘Have vou
sgen a white lady in the area?’
But the people all supported
Us: no one gave us away. |
used to travel around covered
from head to foot

“We would lie low during
the day. Then, at night, we
would move from house 1o
house. Sometimes, wa wauld
not have & house to stay in,
More often than not, we would
sleep in the paddy fislds. Ws

often went without food far
days.
“Several times we escaped

death by sheer luck. Ope night
our house was surrounded by
the army and we climbed tha
fence and hid in a field. We
lay there, holding our braath,
8s the torches of the searchers
swept by wus. | don't know
Qpé.n.r they missed wus but thay
1.

”Dn‘ gnother occasion wea
werg in a house which had
been surrounded. | was lying

under & blanket because we
had been sleeping in -a fiald
and had just come in. We
could hear the soldiers outside
the window, searching, | put
the blankst over my head and

told Anton: ‘Tell me when
they come.” | was expacting
them to enter and shoot us
dead,

“Fortunately, the village people
- who are intelligent and
strong supporters — yelled ta
the army captain that they had
sesn us running down the path.
The soldiers left and we ran
into a rice field to hide. It
was raining and we had to lie
in the water with rats and
snakes. Later, the army re-
turned and surrounded the area.
We took a risk and left the
field before dawn becausse we
knew the helicopter would spot
us in the light. We madse it
back to the house and wara
just drifting off to slaep whean
the people started calling, It's
the army.’

“The village women covered
me in clothing and then called
us into an alley. They had
staged themselves every 5O
metres or so and called us on
when the way was clear. In
that way, we escaped the three
circles of soldiers who had
surrounded the area.”

The Balasinghams
death by a whisker several
times as they slipped through
military nets. Then Adele asked
for a gun and cyanide. Asshe
preaches sacrifice to others, she
cannot be sparlng on  hersslf:
“We can’t think about oursalves:
we only think about what we
can do for the people. When
death comes, we'te prepared
for it. In a revolutionary situ-
uation, you have to think Ilike
that; otherwise you will always

escapad

be worrying, panicking and
mentally unstable, The stresses
we've  been through hava

brought us closer togesther. You
can't erase those bonds.”

The future for Adele and Anton
can only be described as bleak.
Even if Adele finds her way
back to Australia, she runs the
the risk of facing charges under
the Foreign Incursions (and
Recruitment) Act 1978, which
prohibits  Australian citizens
being involved in the hostile
activities of other nations. She
has not communicated with her
family in nearly two vyears, a
deliberate cutting off from the
things she has loved most —
in preparation, parhaps, for the
ultimate sacrifice.



The Media and Development

Rajiva Wijesinha

ecently, uncharacteristically
Rus it appeared, the Japa-
nese Ambassador found himself
at the centre of a controversy
for suggesting that our- Media
is not as free as it could be.
It was notable that, polite and
accommodating as the Japanesa
are, he did not in effect with-
draw from that position, despite
the storm that the more aggres-

sive elements in the media
sought to rouse.

His position is particularly
pertinent, given that occasional-
ly the c¢claim is heard that
freedom of expression is a
Woestern luxury that countries

like ours, trying desperately to
emerge from under-development.
can afford. Human Rights, it
is claimed, ara subordinate to
economic rights, and people
must put up with all sorts of
oppression in the interests of
the master plan that the State
is implementing.

Though never really tenable,
such an argument may have
seemed just about coherent in
the days that State Socialism
held sway as the dominant
ideology of the Third World.
Mow, . when the ill eaffects of
paternalistic forms of govern-
ment and centralized controls
have become patent, the argu-
ment is an absurdity. Iln any
case, the Asian experience it-
self has for decades made clear
the opposite. While China for
instance goes through regular
periods of self-stultification, Ja-
pan developed apace precisely
because, with a free economy,
it twinned freedom of informa-
tion too.

It was therefore in order to
assist, not criticize, that the
Japanese Ambassador suggested
the need for change, if all the
tools at are at our disposal
ara to be productively used for
development. Japan has after
all financad Rupavahini for ever
a decade now, and during that
period has had to see its cov-
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erage of public events grow
steadily more absurd., We do
not need foreign diplomats to
characterize it as & one-man
show. Even mare significantly,
it is @ one-man show that takss
in no one— not its subject,
who is aware that he is ths
victim rather than the hero of
those who put such material
togethaer, not the administrators,
who claim that their hands are
tied, certainly not the wviewers,
whose response is apparent
from the fact that the claims
on behalf of the State have
progressively got maore shrill.

As with most horrors in this
country, the principle of total
subordination of the national
media (and indeed the nation)
to: the powars of state
(which became identified indi-
seriminately with an individual)
began with President Jayawar-
dene. It was he who decresd
that whatever he did was news,
regardiess of what it was, Un-
fortunately — and this is the
one opbvious area in  which
things are wery much worse
than they were before — the
same principle has been applied
avan more rigidly under Presi-
dent Premadasa. Many reasons
have been adduced for this,
ranging from the greater sense
of insecurity Mr. Premadasa
suffers from (which has been
exacerbated hy the recent in-

fighting in his party) to the
singular parsenality of Infor-
mation, “‘Supremo’’ who haolds
a record perhaps for hav-
ing mada a joka of every
post he has occupied while
rising in the regard of his
superiors.

Whatever be the particular
reasons, the general principles
behind state abuse of the media
are clear enough. In a context
in which appointments ara mada
not on objectively assessable
criteria, but on what is termed
loyalty alons, those whao are
appointed to make media policy

(which has alone continued to
be unashamedly subjects to that
principle) have nothing to com-
mend them but their capacity
to publicly sing the praises of
their leader. The wider interasts
of the nation — and indeed of

that leader himsself — ara Eqst
sight of in comparison with
their desire to win and retain

favour. The result is mora and
more sycophantic coverage, and
greater and greater denigration
of anything assumed to bhe
hostile — for it is always easler
to win attention by negative
sggression  than by pr_aduclwa
analysis. No attempt is made
in the process to enshrina ob-
jectivity and the public interest
as primary motivation,

This is the sadder in that
the present socio-political dis-
pensation cries out for openness.
As noted befors, in a context
in which ewverything was cen-
trally controlled, it was under-
standable that criticism had to
be muted, becauss to criticize
would have besn to challenge
a monolithic ruling ethos. Now
however that the management
of many things, and in parti-
cular the economy, has been
and iz being developed, aqd:
that competition is an essant_la_ui
part of the prescription, criti-
cism becomes essential. With-
out open discussion and analysis,
the background against which,
decisions can be taken is in-
complete, and hence contributes
to less efficiency. When instead;
the media is treated primarily
as a vehicle for reinforcing the
public image of state personnal,
an opportunity is wasted. Mars
alarmingly, it contributes to the
gssumption that no  criticism
can be made of anything that
might remotely embarrass any-
one connected with the esta-

blishment. Proceedings the Presi-
dent would probably condemn
are- wosefully indulged, on the
assumption that he might have
sanctioned them.



There were
away with

those who got
murder or with
millions (or both) under the
last regime, for this reason,
and with the media still sha-
ckled the same latitude seems
to be available now. Thus,
while rumours proliferate, and
confidence is correspondingly
reduced, corruption and ineffi-
ciency too can flourish.

This perhaps is what the
Japanese Ambassador was try-
ing to tell us. The tremendous
economic and social successes
his country has experienced, it
cannot be sufficiently stressed,

have to do not only with its
encouragement of  ftee entar-
prise, but also with its liberal

democratic political system, and
the freedom its media enjoys.
It presents in this respect a
healthy contrast to China, where
the drawbacks of an open eco-
nomic system without greater
freedoms are increasingly appa-
rent: the paossibilities for exploi-
tation while individuals make a
quick buck, the restrictions on
initiative and unorthodox talents,
the inefficiency of communica-
tions and information systems,
The contrast with those coun-
tries in the Third World where
contral of the media has gone
hand in hand with increasing
social and economic disarray,
without even the excuse of an
idealistic if impractical ideology,
is even more startling.

One of the saddest aspects
indeed of our situation over
the last decade has besn tha
increasing inadequacy of the

media an compared with other
countries we once shone against.

Time was when Sri Lankan
newspapermen took over vital
managerial positions elsewhare

in Asia. Mow, while individuals
who still excel might find jobs,
a cursory glance at newspapars
elsewhere indicates the dege-
neration that has set in herae.
To take the English language
press, with regard to  which
comparisons are easy to make,
our papers have to a great ex-
tent lost sight of the principles
that news should be - about
facts that have been investiga-
ted and assessed, and comment

should be balanced and con-
structive; whereas in  Thailand
for example, which was not
even a country where English
was a common second language,
the writing in the expanding
English language press is as-
sured and elegant, the substance
critical, creative and alive. That
is a country under military con-

trol. In India, despite political
uncertainties, the newspapers
have been in the forefront of
keeping free democratic tradi-
tions alive, and their role in
keeping the powers of thse
state under review has proved
vital. The electronic media of

course Is npot In the same
league; for a state-controlled

entity however it is certainly
much less ham-fisted than our
own.

What can be done to improve
matters? The manner in which
the government first amended
out of all recegnition and then
abandoned the Madia Commis-
sion Bill the All Party Confe-
rence had suggested indicates
some insincerity about wishing
to divest itself of partisan con-
trols. Yet, even if the abortive
impeachment motion rattled the
President, and drove him mara
thoroughly into the hands of
yvas-men, it is only a matter
of time before he realizes such
a bunkar mentality can only bs
salf-destructive. If his regime
is not to be excoriated, as his
pradecessor’'s now is, once it
has come to a conclusion, re-
form Jis essential; and, if only
to keep the instruments through
when he must work on thaeir
toes, reform of the media.

The proposed private channels
are clearly a step in the right
direction. So too one hopes
are the plans to set up a UNP

press, which might indicate an

awareness that the state-con-
trolled press must be concerned
with the interests of the nation,
not of the particular political
party in government, Legislation
to set up publicly accountabla
bodies is long overdue: in par-
ticular Rupavahini and the SLBC
must be freed to compete pra-
ductively, both in terms of
producing high gquality docu-

mentary material and analysis,
as also in bringing aliva tha
developmental process through
participation rather than prea-
ching, They, and what might
be termed the press that be-
longs to the public, have a
vital role to play if the opening
up that is happening in other
areas is to be adequatsly mo-

nitored. In such a context, to
keep the media fettered rather
than opening it up too, is
both illogical and potentially
disastrous.

UNP under. . .

(Continued from page 3)

ted lawyer, Mr. A. C. Goone-
ratng, and has now made Lalith
Athulathmudali and Gamini Dis-
sanayake “‘senior Vica-Prasideants"”
of the party. (It already has 7
Vice-Presidents). The mave re-
veals, rather than conceals, the

strains and stresses...... again,
like so much of party politics
in Sri Lanka, personal rather
than ideological-political.

In such a national situation,
the kind of above-party coor-

dination of oppositional forces,
we witnessed during the im-

peachment crisis has collapsed,

The presidency is under attack.
but it is issus-oriented (Banks,

Tea Estates, Air Lanka, etc)
rather than a well-planned
caoncerted attack. It hurts the

Presidency but the damags is
‘acceptable’, not serious or las-
ting. What these issus oriented
“crises’’  expose
weakness in the decision-ma-
king set wup. There is not
enough professional - technical
back-up or not sufficiently close
coordination.

is & structural



HUMAN RIGHTS (U.S. REPORT)
Political and Extrajudicial Killings

Pnlitical killing by the Gov-
ernment’s  security  forces,
the LTTE and other militant
groups, and vigilantes continued
on & reduced but still large
- seale, According to government
statistics, the press, and non-
governmental observers, there
wera roughly 710 noncombatant
deaths caused by both govern-
ment and antigovernment forces
in 1991, compared to 2,600
for 1990. Of the 710, mare
than 650 occured in the war-

torn northeast and bordering
areas. Moare than 90 of the
deaths in the northeast were

attributable to deliberate attacks
by government forces, most in
retaliation for LTTE attacks,
and 182 1o deliberate attacks
by the LTTE, usually on Sin-
halese and Muslim villagers.
Roughly 380 of the fatalities
in the northeast were apparen-
tly accidental deaths due to
military action. In the south
{i.e., all of the country except
for the northeast province and
bordering areas also affected
by the separatist war), an es-
timated 55 civilians were killed
in politicg|l violence. Twa LTTE
car bombings in Colombo ac-
counted for 37 of these civilian
deaths (as well as 17 deaths
of security force personnel).
The two bombings were direc-
ted against military targets (the
State Defence Minister and the
military’'s headquarrers) and wera
carried out in busy residential
and commercial areas of the
city. In the south there wers
also at least three instances of
vigilante-style killings, charac-
terized by mutilated or burned
bodies left in public areas. Six
burned and bullet-ridden bodies
were found in May and ano-
ther in September. These bodies
were not identified, and res-
ponsibility was not established.
In a third incident, three JVP
suspects released from an army
camp in October were* taken
from their homes a weesk |ater,
and their burnt bodies waears
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found the next day. A police
officer arrested in the case was
subsequently reinstated in his
job. The investigation is conti-
nuing, according to police offi-
cials.

In the past, when such killings
were far more common, strong
circumstantial evidence and the
opinion of a wide range of
observers, including some mem-
bers of the security forces
themselves, linked individual se-
curity force members to soms
vigilante groups. It is Ilikely
that vigilantes operated with
the knowledge and acquiescancs
of government officials. In 1991
government sources claim these
extrajudicial  killings in  the
south were freguently due to
the private settling of scorss,
especially against JVP members
and supporters, rather than
continued  officially condoned
vigilante group actions. Charges
have bsen brought against se-
curity force members in at least
two vigilante cases, and legal
proceedings initiated in eight
other human rights-ralated mur-
der cases. These cases date
from 1988 to 1981. Only one
of the cases had been resolved

by the end of 1991 (sea Sec-
tion lLe.), owing partly to
killings and intimidation of

witnesses and partly to a large
backlog in the judicial system
and the fact that such cases
are not given spacial priority.
Those responsible for killing
and intimidating witnesses in
such cases are almost never
brought to justice.

There were no now develop-

ments during 1991 in the
murder case of human rights
activist Richard de Zoysa. In

August 1990, the Attorney Ga-
neral cited insufficient evidence
to indict the police officers
implicated in the case; thare
is no evidence of vigorous in-
vestigation since then. In Feb-
ruary an opposition patliamen-
tary motion to create an

independent commission to in-
vestigate the de Zoysa casa
was defeated. In August a JVP
suspect leading police to an
arms cache in the south repor-
tedly escaped from a police
vehicle and his body was later
found uwndar a bridge. Thare
were no o arrests in tha case.
Four policemen who allegediy
beat to death a suspect in
custody in Juns were chargaed
with murder and remainad in
custody at year's end.

In tha east, there were at
least two wvigilante-style killings
of civillans in April. In one
incident, the headless body
was left in a public area with

a poster claiming that the
“Black Cobras"” had killed the
person for helping the LTTE.

The prepondsrance of evidence
indicates that security force
personnal, or people closely
gllied with the security forces
and probably working with their
knowledge, were responsible,
Credible s=ources claim that
Muslim Home Guards ware
responsible for some killings
of civilians in 1991, such as
the attack on a bus in the
sast in which six weare killed
in February. Other ohservers
claim that a Muslim mob, seak-
ing revenge for an LTTE attack
on  Muslims, was responsibls.
A limited number of deaths in
the northeast in 1991 weare at-
tributable to similar viclence
between ethnic groups, often
sparked by LTTE attacks on
civilians. See Section lg. for
a discussion of deaths resulting
from internal conflict.

Disappearance

Dissappearances of both Tamils
and Sinhalese, usually young
men, continued in 1981 on a
very large scale, though raduced
from levels over the past 5
years, during which time it is
eatimated that as many as
10,000 persons  disappearad.

{Continued on page 13)



Privatisation

The Kandyans and the Plantations

Ariya Abeysinghe

he Kandyans evoke today the

liveliast intersst as a area
of study politically, sconomically
and sociologically. The Kanda
Uda-Rata or the five countries
on the hill instils 8 sense of
pride in Sinhalese who live in
the hill eountry because thatis
their homeland. The Portuguese
shortened the Sinhala name to
Candea, using the name for
both the Kingdom and its Capi-
tal, Senkadagala nuwara. The
Dutch and the British followed
the same practice. Among the
Sinhalese, the Kingdom continued

to be called Kanda Uda Pas
Rata or Udarata, and in the
eighteenth century the capital

was referred to as Mahanuwara,
the great city, a name which
it still bears. The Sinhaless
people originating and living in
the hill country are Kandyan
Sinhalesa.!

The last independent kingship
of the Sinhalese to survive in
the Island, Kandy finds its ori-
ging almost in the beginnings
of Sinhalese civilization, in a
tradition which links it to the
hydraulic civilization, of Anura-
dhapura and Palonnaruwa pari-
ods. From its rise to prominance
in the sixtesth century to its
final destruction in the nine-
teenth, the Kandyan Kingdom
was forced to withstand a sus-
tained period of aggression from
European invaders, Portuguese,
Dutch and the British. Its power
of survival and, indeed, of growth
and adaptation are a mark of
the strength and dynanism of
its indigenous people and insti-
tutions. Its subsequent fate, fol-
lowing the dethronament of its
monarchy in 1815, is avery-
where evident in contemporary
Sri Lanka. Its art, architecturs,
dance and drama, folk tales and
festivals and in many other fields,
the traditions which derive from
Kandyans are alive and vigor-
ous. Robert Knox, Rev., James

Cordiner, John Davy, John Pybus,
Hugh Boyd, Robert Andrews,
General Hay MacDowell record
life in the Kingdom and of its
people.

After the annsxation of the
Kandyan provinces by the British
in 1815, a Board of Commis-
sioners were appointed at Kandy.
The pative organs of adminis-
tration were preserved but thay
were lo exercise authority undar
the superintendence of the Board.
The British ware the heirs to
the Kandyan administrative and
social structure and maintainad
it until 1834, merely superim-
posing a residency.

The British rule brought with
it a remarkable transformation of
Sri Lankan economy in the mid-
dle of the 19th century. Ths
key feature was the introaduc-
tion of coffee as a plantation
crop in the mid-1830's. That
move resulted in the destruction
of the self sustained Kandyan
ecanomy  and dislodging of the
Kandyans in their own home-
land. The introduction of teain
1830's and rubber 1870's brought
in indentured Indian labour as
it was done in Fiji by the Bri-
tish when they established cot-
ton and sugar plantations. The
indigenous Kandyans were con-
ered and Immigrant indentured
labour found work in road, rail-
way, constructton and in estates.
Waste lands Ordinance Temple
Lands Ordinance and the Grains
ware used to plunder their cus-
tomary lands in the concept of
Crown Lands became firmly est-
ablished about 800,000 acres
of Viharagama and Devalagama
lands were confiscated by the
British.®  Since, “ths national
consciousness of the Kandyans
was the most formidable problem
that confrentad the British in
Ceylon in the three decades fol-
lowing the cession of the Kandy-
an Kingdom™,® the British rulers
formulated the colonial policy

which finally received legal re-
cognition through the Crown
Lands Encroachment Ordinance

of 1840. The terms of sala
of Crown Lands increased,
From 1835 to 1838 the aver-

age annual sale of Crown Land
was 6412 acres, in 1840 alone,
78,635 acres were sold. The
Kandyans rebelled in 1842 and
1848 against this# J.R. Jaye-
wardene speaking in the Parlia-

ment on 10. 08. 1943 summar-
ised it as:
“The governmant of the day

aimed with the Land Ordinance
of 1840, adapted the role of
the highway robbsr and took
away, chiefly from the Kandy-
an peasants, the land they
loved so much. .. today whan
we a a2 the mountain ranges
covered with plantations, we
feel that thay stand as an
immovable monument, not only
to the enterprise of the Bri-
tish planter, but also to the
dumb sufferings of the people
whose homesteads they once
were, ...

The harsh enforcement of the
commutation systems (the fixed
annual land tax) in the 1880's,
led to social distress and even
led to the deaths of poor Kandy-
an Sinhalese by starvation as
reported by he Maearsieur — It
glso led to the sals of some
9.1% of the lots and 5.3% of
the lands listed for the Island
as a whola.®

Available historical data sug-
gests that between 1833 — 1930
some two and half millian acres
of Crown Lands were sold to pri-
vate individuals. The impact of this
large scale transfer of Crown
Lands to private parties,® was
particularly evident in certain
Districts such as Kegalle and
Muwara-Eliva. In ths Kegalle
District with B36.6 sq. km. only
2430 ha. wara availabla for vil-
lage expansion by 1943 where
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2= the land needs was 2833 ha.
of Crown Lands. By 1848, the
highest percentage of landless
agricultural families were reported
from Nuwara-Eliya (41.8%), Ma-
tals  (38.3%) and Ratnapura
(32.2%).8 The Kandyan Peasantry
Commission (1951) reported that
in Kotmale for example 2723
out of 7504 peasant families
(or 36%) were completely land-
less.® In the villages surrounded
by plantations, joint ownership
patterns such as tathumaru be-
came entrenched due to pres-
sure of population on availabls land
and whilst conceding that plan-
tation agriculture developed on
the tera-firma of colonial land
policy having its own inherent
merits, yet its many conseqguen-
ces were socially. politically ad-
verse to the Kandyan people.!®
it was John Davy who com-
mented’! that —

“'tha histary of British rule In
Sri Lanka after the 1818 re-
bellion cannot be related with-
out shame., None of the mem-
bars of the leading families
in the Kandyan country have
survived. Small-pox and pri-
yations have dastroyed those
spared by the gun and the
sword. The descendents of
the lower social classes be-
came apathetic and lethargic™.

This is why some British Gov-
ernors like Sir Henry Ward even
under quilt feeling wrote as far
back as 1856.

“It is only by extending to
native interests, the same at-
tention and encouragament that
we pay to those of our coun-
trymen that we shall everre-
alize the benefits that ought
to be derived from British
fule 12

The plights of the Kandyans
were voiced in the Mational State
Assembly by Messrs. R. Prama-
dasa, M. P., Sunderalingam,'?
M. P, A C. M. Kaleal, M. P.,
C. A. L. Marikkar,'+ M. P., and
Dinesh Gunawardene® It was
then Minister of Agriculture and
Lands  Hon. Hector Kobbeka-
duwalt who wvoiced that;

“Let us examine, Mr. Speaker,
the social impact of thesa
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plantation raj in this country.
To the peasant the presence
of the white sahib in his
neighbourhood was an earth-
guake in his life. It was an
era of living horrors and buried
hopes. The estates in the
heart of the village became
bits of many England. Secured
with gates and fences, armed
with guns and bullets and
with basss and whips, the
whitea sahib became a king
and acted on the maxim that
the king can do no wrong.
He denied access to the
villager, and anyone who
trespassed was inflicted the
most brutal punishment. Gov-
ernment servants were at his
beck and call and they
trembled in his prosence.”

So after nearly 140 years land
reform law vested in the Sri
Lanka government the Kandyan
homeland and they were givaen
to the Sri Lanka State Flanta-
tions Corporation and the J. E.
D.B. to manage, in spite of a
Plan for Management formula-
ted by late Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva,’7 as the Minister of Plan-
tation Industries using the then
existing Ageney House and Man-
sgement to have a state owned
but privately managed plantation
sectar. Due to high overheads
and partly management ineffici-
encies of state plantations man-
agemsent organizations.

A number of local companies
foreign corporale  management
agencies is reported to have
submitted pre-qualification ap-
plications for management of
22 new plantation companies to
be established wunder the new
plantation re-structuring?® policy
of the government. Pra-qualifi-
cations have been called for
449 estates currently managed
by the JEDB and SLSFC. The
total cultivation acreage of thase
estates is about 300,000 hect-
ares, These sstates are to be
divided and vested with 22 gov-
ernment owned companies and
the management of these com-
panies are to be handed over
to the private sector. Several
Indian, British, Malaysian and
Hongkong companies are bidding
for these estates. 10% of the

ownership of these companies
ars to be given to workers free
of charge, The a&ctual cusio-
mary owners of the land in their
own homeland — tha Kandyan
peasantry has no stake in these
companies. Others who gained
citizenship the other day will
benefit from their lands. Altho-
ugh it is cleimed that an in-
vestment of HRs. 6460 Million
{from 1878-1989) was made in
plantations, not much benefits
was reaped because of misma-
nagement and state intervention
machinery. Marginal decrease
in production in estatss have
occurred despite seperate State
Ministers for crops like coco-
nut. JEDB and SLSPC have
massive debts and owes state
Banks over Rs. 5.5 Million. Mone
of these investments have benefit-
ted Kandyans in whose homeland
lies those plantations. Tha high
incidence of landlessness in the
Kandyan areas has not been re-
solved even under the Land
Task Force.'® The Kandyans
have not only lost their lands,
their distinct social grouping is
no - longer eontinued in census
gnumerations and in the regis-
tration of hbirths.2° Now, aven
the chances they had to expand
their villages and get land which
belonged to their traditional
homeland is prevented by the
proposed plantation privatization
schemes. Mo politician whoe claim
ta be a Kandyan Sinhaleze re-
presenting Kandyan areas fight-
ing for the Kandyan Sinhaless

cause spoke about the poor
up-country peasantry, whereas
Tamils are fighting for their

homeland against Sinhalese. All
parties including Sinhalese are
trying to find a solution to
Tamil issue forgetting that the
poor Sinhalese peasantry who
account for a majority base for
power in the country have been
treated unjustifiably historically
and economically.

The Kandyan villagers should
also get a minimum of 309 of
shares in the proposed com-
panies free of charge like the
way of 10% is to be given to
workers in plantations. [f not,
not so long, a radical move-
ment might erupt in the plan-



tation areas and creals a new
situation in the late nighties.
All uneconomic estates should
be alienated amongst workers
and Sinhaia villagers with in-
vestors owning bought leaf/
later factories. Mew crops and
outgrower models could be in-
troduced using private firms to
develop such lands. Owver the
next decade the plantations mo-
del will have to radically change
to meet the aspirations of the
people who live arocund them;
if ignaored, adverse repercussions
would be sesn. Therefare, it
is time that the plight of Kandy-
ans are seriously examined and
issues solved without much de-
lay.

{The views expressed are per-

sonal of the asuthor of the

paper)
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Political. . .
{Continuwed from paga 70)

Although exact numbers ars
not known, knowledgeable sour-
ces estimate that 114 persons
disappeared in the south (18 in the
last § months) and approxima-
tely 785 in the northeast (90
in the last 5 months), although
one knowledgeable source he-
lisves there may have beesn as
many as 1,000 disappearances
in ona of three eastern districts
alone. Disappearances in the
south were attributed to s=ecu-
rity forces, vigilantes who may
be tied to security forces, and
insurgent elements, but the
degreoe  of responsibility for
gach group was not clear. In
the northeast, government forces
were judged responsible for the
majority of 785 disappearances
in 1991. An- additional 300
persons believed captured by
the LTTE in 1991 also remained
unaccounted for. Thare were
reports of the LTTE abducting
persons in the northeast and
holding them for ransom. In a
faw cases, families havs testi-
fied that JVP detainees known
to have been released never
raturned home, presumably hbe-

cause they were killed by un-
known persons or forces after
their release.

In the east, thare was a
notable improvemeant in the abi-
lity of humanitarian organisations
to wvisit detainees. By Dacem-
ber, the army had begun to
implement in some cases the
Amnesty International recom-
mendation for rapid notification
of family members when arrest)
are made, according to nons
governmental organization (MGO-
sources. In the north, guidse-
lines established between NGO's
and the military have almost
eliminated disappearances of
detainees from camps for dis-
placed persons thare.

As of October, 5ri Lankan
attorneys had brought 20 law-
suits (far fewer than in 1990),
asking the Government to
produce missing persons. Gov-
ernment authorities are required
to respond within :_:iayrs to such
suits  in normal  circumstances
but the Prevention of Terrorism
Act (PTA) permits a 12-month

delay. The Government conti-
nues to claim that false names
niven to conceal identity and

the possible departure from the
country of many detainees com-
plicate the process of accounting
for disappeared persons.

In January the President ap-
pointed a commission to inguire
into allegations of abductions

and disappearances occuring
gfter January 11, 1881, the
identity of those responsible,

and the whereabouts of the
missing people. The commission

was also empowered to report
on legal measures to be taken

against perpetrators and to as-
5855 current law relating to the
problem and remedial measures
necassary to deter future inci-
dents. According to govarnment
sources, as of October the
commission had 195 cases
before it, and in the course of
its work had located 26 poarsons
whom family members had re-
ported missing.

{Annual Stare Depr Report)
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New World Order

MNarasimha Rao*

he Summit Meeting of the
Security Council which |
attended two days ago enabled

leaders from all parts of the
world to take siock of the
breath-taking changes that are

taking place in the world around
us. While we may have had
differing perceptions zbout thess
changes and different ideas an
what the new structure of in-
ternational relations should be,
we were united in our convic-
tion that the challenges we face
require much closer international
cooperation than has been the
case so far. We also agreed
that the United WMations will
have to play an enhanced role in
the maintenance of international
peace and security, which is
another way of saying that
there must be greater interna-
tional cooperation.

The theme of this plenary
meeting is 'Global Cooperation
and Mega Competition”. | unders-
tand this to mean that in the
world  today there is greater
economic competition but also
the need for greater cooperation
amongst nations.

In answer to the relevant is-
sues raised by Prof. Klaus
Schwab, | will try and structure
my presentation to firstly look
at the evolving international
situation in both its positive
and negative aspects and then
try and project to you how
India sees its own role in this
changing scenario. | will also
deal with the economic reform
procass that India is currently
engaged in and also consider
the outlook for the future.

(1) International Situation:

There are both negative and
positive aspects to these changes:

On the positive side:

(a) The acute threat of a nu-
clear holocaust as a result of
mounting confrontation between
two rival military alliances has
receded.

’ fPr_:'Ee_.Hﬁmr Raots sprech ar 1he
World Eeonomic Fornm, Davaes)
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{b) End of the Cold War has
changed the situation wherein
regional issues are no longer
overlaid by compulsions of East-
West rivalry.

fe} The massive upsurge of
popular will across the globe
has brought democracy and rep-
resentative governments to  the
vast majority of peoples of the
world. Democracy has thus at-
tained compulsive and &slmost
universal validity. Looking back
over the decades, one can note
that this has happended after a
long time.

{d) A new and hijstoric oppor-
tunity is now available to na-
tions of the world to bring about
a new structure of international
relation, in & free and unin-
hibited atmosphere. They can
now usher in a structure which
is equitable, democratic and res-
ponsive to the needs of huma-
nity as they are actually found
on the ground. There is now
gn opportunily to put into place
a genuine system of collective
security based on a more aclive
role of the United MNations.

On the negative side:

(a) Despite the end of the Cold
War and of the confrontation
between rival military alliances,
nuclear weapons and other wea-
pons of mass destruction still
remain in substantial numbers.
There fs an attempt to perpe-
tuate these arsenals in the han-
ds of a few countries who jus-

tify this on the basis of the
need for '“policing”. The con-
cept of policing Is not quita

failsafe and may becoms counter-
productive in the long run.
Besides, one must guard against
East-\West confrontation being
transformead into a new typs of
Morth-South confrontation.

(b) The break-up of the arstwhila
Soviet Union has led to the
resurgence of nationalistic and
sub-nationalistic trends in seve-
ral parts of the world, This
has happend mostly in areas

A

where the safety valve of de-
mocracy was not so far available.
This would perhaps indicate one
aspect of the efficacy of Demo-
cracy in diffusing tensions ari-
sing out of plurality, What the
world has scrupulously avolded
is the temptation lo encourage
tendencies that can lead to chaos
and cenfusion, political instabi-
lity and economic crisis.

{c) There is a danger of a new
ideoclogical orthodoxy replacing
the old, imposing on our minds
and prescribing rigid  pre-deater-
mined models for wvastly diffe-
rent situations. We accept the
need for a much wider role for
the “market” principle; and there
should be a congenial environ-
ment for entrepreneurship; and
there should be fewer controls
on economic activity. Never-
theless, for countries whera
poverty and destitution are per-
vasive, the state cannot absolve
itself of the responsibility to
involve itself in economic desi-
sion making. It has to &accept
the responsibility to ensura a
minimal degree of social wel-
fare to its people. There are
also cultural differences among
nations. In our socisty, for ex-
ample, an individual is impor-
tant, but at the same time
there is a strong sense of
community intarast as weall, In
India, the cohsasion of the fa-
mily, the community and the
village s an important valua.
This is often regarded as cha-
racteristic of a backward kind
of country, but this is not
really so. The condilions are
so different. It is, therefore,
necaessary to allow nsations and
sacieties to determine their own
specific socio-political and sco-
nomic system even while asser-
ting the universal wvalues of
democracy and humanism and
acknowledging the greater =f-
ficiency of the market principle
in most farms of economic
activity.

(d) We are concerned that the
now wave of democracy that



has triumphed in many paris of
the world and the lessening of
international tensions, will not
be sustzined if sufficient atten-
tion is not paid to development,
Authoritarianism feeds on econo-
mic discontent; the foot soldiers
of fascism are drawn from the
ranks of the desperate and dis-
possessed. The democratic spirit
is an universal value and aspi-
ration, but strong and enduring
political institutions are required
to nurture and sustain this spirit.

Economic crisis and social ten-
sion cannot provided the envi-
ronment needed for such insti-

tution building. Development,
therefore, becomes a precoddi-
tion for sustaining democracy.
It is in our own interest as
democracies to keep development
at the wvery centre of interna-
tional concern and cooperation.
It is not safe to assume that
development will automatically
follow democracy. This combi-
nation has to be consciously
warked for and brought, about.

How does India view these
changes in the world and what
does it see as its own role in
a changing inlernational situa-
tion?

India is a self-confident demo-
cracy. The Indian mind is de-
mocratically oriented through and
through, It has a combination
of individualism and collective
wisdom in action, which has
been demonstrated for thousands
of years Whether it was a
monardh or an Emperor at the
top, the Indian society did not
allow its democracy and har-
mony down the centuries. So-
cial life was anoymous, at the
same time autonomous. That
has given wus the assurance
manifested in our repesated de-
menstration of an  ability 1o
gbsorb shocks and crisis and
emerge with our polical institu-
ticns and commitment to demo-
cracy ever stronger. Qurs is an
evolving and dynamic society.
Conflict and tensions are inevi-
table in process of social and

economic  development.  They
are also the prime movers of -
change and adaptation. What

is important is that our damoc-
ratic institutions have been able

to contain such confliets and
provide the means for their ra-

solution through the political
process.
India is also an oconomic

success stary which is not paer-
haps generally realised. In the
forty years of plannad develop-
ment, India has been able to
develop its agriculture to the
extent that it is not only self-
sufficient in food for its fast
growing population, but has a
modest surplus in most years.
When you consider that India
has a population of 840 million
people, that is no mean achiave-
ment, although highbrow econo-
mists may not acknowledge it
and in any event, success does
not attract as -much  attention
as failure. Planned development
has also brought into existence
a highly diversified industrial
sactor. The country now has
an impressive corps of highly
skilled and experienced scienti-
fic and technical manpowaear,
soma of whom are doing a
fine job for many of the com-
panias represented here. Today
the Indian economy has attai-
ned a degree of maturity and
sophistication, which naturally
makes it ready, willing and
even eager to accept the chal-
lenge of the international mar-
ket place.

The economic reform process
in India must be seen against
this background. The economic
liberalization process is the lo-
gical continuation of the stra-

tegy of developmeant adopted
by India. Itis a process neces-
sary lo take India to a new
and higher level of growth.
The decisions we took ‘were
well considered. The process

will continue and is irraversible
precisely bscause of the back-
ground | have explained. [t is
an evolution, The people of
India have accepted these chan-
ges as necessary and the resulis
of the Parliamentary by-elections
in November last year, removed
all doubts on that scors,

An India which is a success-
ful democracy as well as a
truly dynamic and outward look-

ing ‘economy can play a signi-
ficant role in this new and
changing world order. With its
vast and growing market India
can become a powerful engine
for the growth of the Asian as
well as the aglobal economy.
This is of great significance at
a time when growth in severao
developed economics appears te
be deceleration and access to
their markets is becoming morl
difficult. An economically dyna-
mic and politically stable India,
by itself, is an important mes-
sage to the contemiporary world.

What do | foresee as the
challenges ahead for India and
there are many. | have deep
faith in the wisdom of aur
pzople and their passionate at-

tachment to the unity of India
as weall as to democracy. The

Indian polity does face challenges
from terrorism, religious funda-
mentalism and separatist ten-
dencies. Howeyer, these chal-
lenges have not overwhelmed
the country and our political
institutions have demonstratad
sufficient flexibility and capacity
for innovation to meet thesa
challenges.

The economic reform program-
me will continue and in fact
should accelerate, In the short

run, of course, there will be
constraints on account of an
inadequate  infrastructurs, the

continuing high rate of growth
of population and slow prograss
in sradication of poverty, illite-
racy and dissase. The Govern-
ment will undoubtedly shift its
focus from direct economic

activity to removing these major

constraints on our growth. Wa
are confident of success bscause

Inida is politically stable, has
rich resources and managarial
and entreprencurial skills com-
parable to the best in the world.
| believe that your partnership
with' India in its march towards
development would ba mutually
rewarding.
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Part (3)

Buddhaputra and Bhumiputra?

Sarath Amunugama

Mew commercial banks, hotels
for tourists, newspaper adver-
tisements and TV commercials
depict @8 new economic orien-
tation. The Consumerism that
hes been established goes
beyond mesting day to day
needs and tries to enslave
the mind... Due to this strategy
the cities will prosper while
villages suffer. This new men-
tality being entrenched in our
society is foreign to us. Short
cuts, profit motive, entrepréns=
eurship, selfishness, cunning
and instant gratification are
its characteristics.15

Many of the monks who wera
later to form the MSV attempted
to protest against this growing
consumerism.  The government
broke up many of these meet-
tings.

With the spread ethnic violence
monks were drawn more force-
fully into the arena of political
agitation. From the beginning they
were reckoned by governmeant
as actors in the drama. Para-
thasarathy, foreign policy advisor
to Indira Gandhi, was requested
to discuss his proposals for
ethnic peace with senior monks.
‘They are my Parathasarathy's
said Jayewardena, thareby legiti-
mizing the monks’ role as
advisors on the ethnic issue.
Monks were in the forefront of
demonstrations against Indian
intarvention, aften in collusion
with government authorities,

However, once they perceived
the Jayewardene government as
‘unreliable’, they began to follow
a more independent course, par-
ticulary by establishing the
MSV. Whila both the UNP and
SLFP were prepared to use the
monks, it was tha JVP — the
Sinhala based revolutionary party
that raised their social role to
new intensity. In the case of
JVP  there was no ambiguity

15 Vinfvda 18, November 1988, p. 25.

regarding the monks’ role. Un-
like senior monks recognized the
need for both seli-realization and
the discharging of social res-
ponsibilities, JVP monks place
a premium on their political role.
The JVP sangha argnaization was
the first grouping of monks to
participate in a May day
parade. About a thousand young
monks clad in their distinctive
saffron red robes walked under
the banner of the Socialist
Bhikku Front. Recognizing their
special role monks were positi-
oned in the parade immediately
behind the JVP top leadership.
Later monks participated en mass
in all JVP sponsored demonstra-
tions.

After the signing of the Accord
and the launching of the JVP
insurrection the slogan ‘Mother-
land above all® became the battle
cry. University students adopted
‘Motherland first, degree second’

as their battle cry and began
to boycott classes. Saconday
school children amended the

slogan to ‘Maotherland first, school
second’. While young monks
presented their version: Mother-
land first Pirivena second’.

The 13980s then see the rapid
politicization of Sinhala sangha.
What started as a tricle in the
18405 had now become a flood.
A1l Sinhala-based political parties
have establised support argani-
zations among the sangha. They
compete for monks® favours by of-
fering material benefits — official
residences, Mercedes Banz cars,
trips abroad, state appointments
and construction of temples.
Pirivenas and universities becamsa

recruitment  centres of monks
for different political parties,
Tha ethnic conflict provided

an opportunity for the monks
to openly engage in social
and political  activity since
it was presented as a problem
of national concern. Army doubts
regarding their proper role had

to be suppressed in a time of
crisis. This approach was taken
to its logical extreme, as wa
shall see later in this essay, by
the JVP which began to view
the monk as another foolt soldiaer
in the revolutionary struggle,

Monks Against ‘Catholic
Action’ .

Another source of insacurity
for modern monk is the growth
of rival religions. The SLFP is
usually identified as a defender
of Buddhism against the intrus-
ions of other religions. It checked
‘Catholic action™ in ths 1950s,
took over denominational schools
evicted catholic nursing nuns,
provided Buddhist preachers mora
time over national radio and
secured employment in the higher
echelons  of the administration
and armed services for more
Buddhists. [t also singled out
Buddhism for special status in
its 1972 constitution.

The UMP, on the other hand,
drawing more support from min-
orities, including a Roman Catho-
lic block vota, is more suspect.
The dragging out of the ethnic
war led to the suspicion that
the government was unwilling
te go all out militarily against the
Tamil guerrillas. Thase fears wera
compounded when publicity was
given in Sinhala media to the
invalvement of the Catholic
Church which provided shelter
to the guerrillas, operating in

Catholic-dominated areas like
Mannar. The trial of a Tamil
priest  Father Singaraiya and

othar priests accused of aiding
the guerrillas, the the statements
of Rev. Deogupillai, Bishap of
Jaffna and the numbser of
Cotholics among the guerrllas
were closely monitored by Bud-
dhist monks.'®

International conspirators have
urged the Catholic Church
to enter remote villages of

16 Vinivide 18, MNovember 1988, p. 11
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the wvery poor. A dangerous
lepard has donned the whits
cassock to convert impoveris-
hed Buddhist villages to
Cathalicism. This is only first
step on the road to Eelam.
Those lay Buddhists who used
to visit the temple to attend
to nesds of monks have now
fallen before the church and
make the sign of the cross.?

Unlike the 1950s when Budd-
hist leaders complained of the
influence of 'Catholic action’ in
the higher strata of government,
the present threat is perceived
from young Cathaolic priests who
are adherents of ‘Libsration The-
ology’. They live with the poor
and in the pursuit of their
congregational tasks become a
direct rival of the socially orient-
ed monk. What amounts to a case
study of such an encounter is
found in a article by Tiranagama
Ratnasara, a well known Budd-
hist monk. Ratnasara describes
his experiences with a ‘liberated
Catholic priest in the Angunu-
koawlewa village In the deep
south. The priest lives in a poar
man’'s house and rides a bicycle.
He teaches in the village school
‘where when he arrives the
children welcowe him with joy’
He brings clothes, milk foods,
medicine, and chicken coops to
the village. Once a week a
meeting of Christian vouth are

held.'® When a Buddhist tem-
ple is built the ‘father is the
first to offer flowers. The

article ends on a pessimisic note.

Today, with Angunukolawewa
as its headquarters about
twenty villages in the area are
being ‘developed’ by Cathalics.

This is a ‘religious hunt’ for
poor rual people. Can all
this lead to peace in the
country?

On the Use of Violence

Though Buddhist doctrine pre-
scribes  afimsa and Buddhist
social practice bears its  in-
fluence we ses nmerous instances
of dilemmas created by this

17 Vinivida 18, Novembar 1988, p. 12.
18 Vinivids 18, Novembsr 1988, p. 26.
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teaching. The tension between
the needs of the Buddhist soci-
eties.’ The classic instance Is
the dilemma of Dutugemunu.2?

The decision of Tamil youth
to take to wiolence in their
struggle for a separale state, the
induction of Indjan troops to the
Island, and the decison of the
JYP to use ‘revolutionary vie-
lence’ created dilemmes of vary-
ing dearee — for Sinhala monks.
Let us examine their responses
in each of these instances. In
the case of the Sri Lankan, in
effect Sinhala, army killing Tamil
guerrillas the majority of monks
supported it without serious re-
servation. (Thera were excep-
tions — (a) those who lived on
the border lands between Sin-
hala and Tamil areas organized
as the Saama Bkishu Padanama,
(b} those who supported the
Marxist oriented parties and (c)
those associated with the Sarvo-
daya movement. But they were
small both in number and in
influence.) Unlike the monk from
Pulingurata who, according to
Mahawamsa sttempted to salve
the conscience of Dutugemunu by
refusing to grant *human’ status to
the slain Damilas, Sinhala, monks
attempted to resolve the dilemma
by making a distinction between
nonviolent Tamil people and viol-
ent Tamil rebels. The Tamil
argument that the Sinhalese are
‘racist’ is turned against them
by highlighting the racial basis
of Eelam. As Peter Schalk, analy-
sing the MSVY manifests puts it,
‘Militancy is evident not anly
inthe language (murdering Eelam-
ism) and in its aogressive sus-
picion (conspiracies), but above
all in the text consciously turns
the argument of being racist
against the "conspirators’® who
are credited wanting to divide
the country on a racial basis’.

This approach is given a
Buddhist perspective in the Vinf-
vida which contrasts racism en-
gendered by colonialism  with
the experience of Asoka.

18 5.J. Tembiah, Worfd Congueror and
World Asnouncer, London, Cam-
bridge University Prass, 1976, p. 47.

20 Gananath Obsvesckoro, Meditations
on Consclence, Colombo, Social
Scientisis Association, 18988,

History has cursed us with
calonialism which changed our
historic path. Today ourpeopla
are paying for this diversion
in blood and rbullets. Those
who fight for barren earth
are nothing but savages. Arhat
Mahinda's father, the King
Asoka chose Dharma Vijaya
because he reaiized the futility
of fighting for land. It being
so, we are compelled to
characterize those who do not
live together but quibble about
historic homelands and thersby
break up their motherland, as
well as those who euUcourage
them, as savages.?!

The epithet ‘savage’ (mlecca)
resonates with anti-Buddhist con-
notations in the Pali chronicles.

For tha monks there were im-
mediate reasons for such a
usage. They had special reason

to fear Tamil attacks. Tamil
guerrilas appear to have singled
monks out for punishment. Tha
temple at Magadipa was attacked
and Buddhist monks out far pun-
ishment. The temple at Nagadipa
whas attacked and Buddhist monks
were evicted. Others fled from
temples in the North and East,
Even those in the border areas
were in danger. Tamil guerrillas
injured and killed over a hundred
worshippers at the Sacred Bo
tree in Anuradhapura, An attack
on the Templs of the Tooth was
anticipated. A busload of monks.
returning from a pilgrimage, were
brutally murdered at Arantalawa,
leading to @& joint appeal to
government by the Mahahana-
yakes seeking military protection
for the sangha. Maduluwave
Sobhita writes of the insecurities
of the sangha,.

Taday, the Buddhist monk is
gssailed from every side. In
the Morth and East Tamil ter-
rorists have flattenad Buddhist
temples. A few days ago ter-
rorists attacked the Trikona-
madu forest hermitage, killed
the monk there and offered
his flesh as alms to the Bud-
dha. The massacre of Bhikkus
at Asantaflawa is unprecedan-
ted in histary... The heart of
Sinhala Buddism is the Sacred

91 Vinlvida 14, June 1988 p. 1



Bo tree. The massacre at this
site, hallowed for ' thousands
of years, is an attack on all
Buddhists. The sacred sits
which is usually bathed in
incense and water was bathed
in blood,22

The characterization of Tamil
rebels as ‘mieccas’ helped the
monks to extend their patronage
to the armed services, Military
commanders, after assuming offi-
ce, worshipped at the Temple
of the Tooth and met the Maha-
nayakes of Asgiriya and Malvat-
ta to obtain their blessings. Bo-
dhi Pujas were held in leading
temples to seek the blessing
of gods in ensuring the safety
and success of military parson-
nel. Monks officiated at military
function and the central army
cantonment at Panagoda saw
the erection of an impressive
‘chaitya’ (pagoda).

Though the induction of Indian
troops (IPKF) helped Sinhalesa
troops first by enforcing a cease-
fire, and later taking over the
fight with the Tamil guerillas,
Buddhist monks were reluctant
to recognize this development
as they strongly opposed the
Indo-Lanka Accord. Also the
terror tactics of the JVP preven-
ted any favourable, or even ob-
jective, assessment of the Indian
contribution. Thus the focus was
placed on the misdemeanours
of the Indians and their alleged
continuing links with the gueril-
las. Maduluwewa Sobhita takes
such an approach:

Ten months ago Indian troops
wera inducted here saying pea-
ce would come in  sevenly-
two hours. We kuow that the
Sinhalese of Trincomalee stayed
on in their lands even amidst
great difficulties and threats
from terrorists. The |PKF came
to disarm the Tamil terrorists.
But in addition te gifting fifty
lakhs of rupees (to the Tamil
administration) the joined han-
ds with the Tigers and have
now began to exterminate the
remaining Sinhalese and their
monks in places like Trinco-
malea, 23

29 Vinivida 13 May 1988, p. 15
23 Vinivida 13, May 1988 p. 15

The vialence which was unlea-
shed in the South by the JVP
security forces and wvigilants
groups on the other hand, crea-
ted major problems for the San-
gha. While the monks could
find a broad consensus in their
views regarding Tamil separatists
and the IPKF, tha extension of
violence to the South was trau-
matic.

We can examine the dilemma
in terms of (a) the monks and
the JVP, (b) the monks and
the UMP regime, (c) differences
in perception of wviolence in the
Sangha hierarchy and (d)} ths
monks and the vigilantes or 'deth
squads .

The Monks and the JVP

The JVP is a revolutionary
party which draws its mamber-
ship from rural Sinhala youth.
It has launched armed attacks
on the state twice (1971 and
1987-89) without success. Obeye-
sakara's observations regarding
the social composition of the
JVP in 1871 still holds good.

In the first place the move-
ment is unequivocally a revolt
of the youth of the country,
and those who actively parti-
cipated in it were predomi-
nantly males... the statistical
infarmation alsa reveals that
the overwhelming majority of
suspected insurgents were Sin-
hala Buddhists,

He concludes that one simply
has to view the insurgency as
a Sinhala Buddhist movement
spearheaded by the youth of the
country.

Of all the Sri Lankan politi-
cal parties, it was the JVP that
set out deliberately to mobilize
the monks as a vital support
group. This decision reflected
the party's emphasis on youth,
as opposed to the working class,
as the motor of the Sri Lan-
kan revolution. They looked
upon universties as centres of
recruitment. For a wvariety of
reasons, young Buddhist monks
had come to constitute a signi-
ficant proportion of the univer-
sity population. The egalitarian,

'‘Sinhala buddhist® - ideclogy of
the JVP appealed to the young
monks. Referring to the 1971
insurgency, A.C. Alles states
that Buddhist temples were usad
for concealmsnt of arms and
ammunition, as hiding places for
membears of the movement, and
as outposts of the JVYP. Mem-
bers ware posted to abandoned
Buddhist temples to do propa-
ganda work among villagers.
The decision to launch an attack
on the government forces in
1971 was taken in a Bhikku hos-
tal of a university.

Though the maonks did play
an important role in 1971, it
was in the late 1980s that thay
became crucial to the JVP. The
JVP was proscibed by the govern-
ment following the anti-Tamil
riols of 1983. While the top
leadership went ‘underground’
they maintained their strength
through  ‘front” organizations.
Three key ‘fronts” of the JVP
wera (a) university and senior
college students, (b) Buddhist
monks and (c) women. Each of
these ‘fronts; had its distinctive
constitution, officea bearers, bud-
get and publications.

Organization-wise the JVP had

three dapartmants. (a) Zonal
arganizations — the country was
divided in to five =zones, [.e.

(1) Western and Sabaragamuwa;
(2) Central; (3) Rajarata; (4) Uva
and Eastern; (5) South.  Each
of these 'zones’ were subdivi-
ded into districts and subdistricts.
Central committae members were
in charge of each district, whila
each zone had two high level
party leaders =as political and
military secrataries respectively,-
{b) Nationa/ Committees an edu-
cation, finance, military organiza
tion and propaganda, (c) front
organizations, i.e.the three_men-
tioned earlier as well as “fronts’
far workers and youth.

If we take the monks otgani-
zation for detailed scrutiny we
find that each of tha territorial
divisions — zone, district and sub-
district, had a branch of the
JVP Bhikku organization. Thus
it could be called the most com-
prehansive ‘nonformal’ Sangha
grouping outside the traditional
Sangha hisrarchy, based on N/-
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kaya. The JVP organization was
radical in that it cross cut MVi-
kaya differences by establishing
itself as a Tri-Nikayika (3 sect)
organization throughout the coun-
try. Monks from all sects were
free to join.

The importance attached by
the JVP to its monks organiza-
tion can be gauged by the fact
that it was placed in charge of
a top leader D. M. Ananda (alias
Disanayake Mudiyanselage Nanda-
sena), generally reckoned to be
the MNo.3 in the JVP hierarchy,
after the leader Rohana Wije-
weera and Genral secretary Upa-
thissa Gamanayake. The follow-
ing description of Ananda’s career
highlights the various strands of
of support which gave the JVP
its strength.

A native of Woariyapola, 35
yvears of age. He graduated
in Arts from the University of
kKelaniya in 1280. He was a
Buddhist monk when he en-
tered the University, but gave
up robes in his final year.
The lzader of the Socialist Stu-
dents Union at Kelaniya Uni-
versity and the Secretary of
the inter University Students
Federation. [He] was the or-
ganizer of the countrywide
protest against the proposed
white paper on education in
1881. Till the proscription of
tha party he was the presi-
dent of the Socialist Studants
Union of the JVP. Hisimpor-
tance increased tremendously
in the years following the pros-
cription and while functionally
the most important man in the
organization, he was in the
eves of his party comrades,
MNo.3 in the organization.?#

While the monks were deployed
far JVP propaganda, they were
particularly useful in agitation
an special issues which tendered
to give the party 2 good image
among the youth. Monks were
in the forefront of agitation ag-
ainst the White Paper on Educa-
tion, the privatization of the
Medical Callege, Pirivena reform
and the Indo-Lanka accord. They
also participated in student agi-

24 C, A. Chandraprema. Profiles  of
leaders’, in fsiand, 6 February 1980.
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tation for higher
University
higher

payments to
scholarship holders,
salaries for university
teachers and other employees
and for the holding of early
general elsctions. Menks wers
also used as couriars and many
temples and university Bhikku
hostels ware used as safe-hou-
595,25

However, JVP monks were con-
fronted with a major dilemma
when their party decided on thae
path of ‘revoultionary violence'.
There is some ambiguity created
deliberately by tha JVP regar-
ding the use of violence, par-
ticulariy the assassination of
political opponents and govern-
ment officials. Wijeweera, ths
JVP leader, took up the posi-
tion that the JVP did not en-
gage in violence. Thatwas the
the Deshspremi Japatha Viya-
paraya (DJV) which he said was

not the armed division of the
JVP, You ask what the conec-
tion between the DJV and JVP
is? As far as we are aware
the DJV is mass peoples
organlzation. There are mems-
bers of the JYP, as wall as
non-members in it. We helieve
that some members of the
UMP the SLFP and other groups,

who are against the [Indian
invading armies, who ara
against the f{fifth columnists

of the Indians, who are aga-
inst the Tamil Eelam terrorists,
who are against |ndia swallo-
wing Sri Lanka, who oppose
the merger of the Morth and
East, who are against the
second Kandyan convention of
Rajiv Gandhi and Jayewardene.
who are against the provincial
councils and wheo do not
want Sri Lanka to be anothear
Sikkim, area also in the DJV.28

In reality the DJY carried out
decisions of the political sec-
tions of the party taken at tha
appropriate national, zonal, divi-
sional or sub-divisional level.
This was known to the lzaders
aof JVP Sangha orgenization,

25 AC Alles Insurgency 7877, Colombo,
Colomba Apothecaries Ltd., 1976,
p. 97

26 Sri Lanks Sundsy Times, 13 No-
vember 1988,

though it is quite likely that
the general membership accep-
ted the official party view. The
JVP's commitment to the DJV,
however, was never in doubt,

How did the monks react?
Hare we must also add another
dimension to this question. While
the DJV/JVP did carry out as-
sassinations of its opponents,
it claimed that it was only reac-
ting to state violence.

When the public protested
peacefully against the Jaye-
wardene-Gandhi pact of bet-
rayal, 142 people wera shot.
It is in this situation that tha
DJY was born on & solid found-
ation. It cancelled the monopo-
Iy thatMlr. Jayewardens and the
Indian fifth columnists held on
the use of violence.?7

It is correct that UNP ‘workers’
attacked the MSY during the
signing of the Indo-Lanka Ac-
cord leading the JVP/DJV to-
wards counter violence. Yet
many of the organizations in
the M3V began to rethink their
positions once the JVP began
to dominata the anti-Accord
opposition and, more significant-
ly, began using widespread terror
and wviolence. The major politi-
cal organizations — SLFP, MVP
and tha Sinhala Bala Mandalaya-
distanced themselves from the
MSV. So did its chief monks,
particularly the Mahanayake of
Asgiriya, Palipane Chandananda.
About this time the elactions
for President were announced.
The SLFP candidate WMrs. Ban-

daranaike, issued her manifesto.
With the support of ethnic
minorities  in mind, the SLFP

pledged to establish two provin-
cial councilz in the East — one
for the Tamils and another for
the Muslims. This  raised a
storm of protest. The SLFP
which opposed the creation of
even a single provincial council
in the East, whaen they were
in the MSV, were now going
even beyond the Accord by ag-
reeing to create two provincial
councils. Gamini Iriyagolle, Pre-
sident of the Theosophical Society
and a live wirs of the MSV,
openly repudiated the SLFP and

27 Wijeweera, Sii Lanks Sundsy Times,
13 Movember, 19B8.



threw his waight behind tha
UNP Cyril Mathew another MSV
hero, went further. ‘A special
hell’, he said, ‘should be in-
vented for Mrs. Bandaranaike

and the SLFP for the betrayal
of Sinhala Buddhists’.

The withdrawal of the senior
monks from the SMV left the
JVP monks in a quandary. They
could not repudiate the vialence
of the JVP/DJVY. On the other
hand, their senior monks did
not come to their rescue. In
this situation the JVP monks
reacted to the impasse in seva-
ral ways:

() allowed the JVP to as-
sassinate  senior monks
who were supportars of

the UNP or Left Parties.

(b) pressured senior monks in
their temples, regicnal orga-
nizations and Karaka Sab-
hawa's to desist from sup-
porting the UNP or SLFP,

(c) criticized senior monks who
did not support the JVP.

(dy organized a national and in-
ternational campaign against
attacks on JVP monks.

The assassination of senior
menks including Pohaddaramulle
Pemaloka (patron, S, KP), Tham-
bugala Sumanasiri, Vellatota
Pannadassi and Kotikawstte Sad-
dhatissa and many leading
priests of regional aress, have
been attributed ta the DJV/JVP.
These monks had broken the
rule imposed by the JVP/DJV
that they should not lend sup-
port to parties which were in
favour of the Accord. The WVin/-
vida attempts to resolve this
dilemma by suggesting to its
readers that the JVP was not
involved in these killings and
drawing attention to state kill-

inge of young monks. This
response becams necessary as
senior maonks including those

in the 'non-violent’ sections of
the MSY, openly condemned
Pemalaka® murdar,

The assassination of Pemaloka

Thero appears to be another
step in a political conspiracy.
We have received informatian
that this was not a killing car-

ried out by the Deshapremies;
(DJV). On reading the state-
ment of & certain group of
monks, published in the Divayina
of 23rd December, woe came to
the conclusion that there is a
coterie of monks in this country
who are unaware of the arrest,
torture, disrabing killing of
{(young) monks.?&

Though not visible te laymen,
JVP monks were also exerting
pressure on senior monks from

both within and outside their
traditional organization. JVP
monks organized several satya-

grafkas was arranged near the
Temple of the Tooth, a show
of strength which was designed
to impress the sangha establish-
ment of Asgiriva and Malwatta.
Soon after this demonstration
the highest decision making
bodies (Karaska Sabha) of these
two establishments passed resolu-
tions condemning the Accord
and seeking protection far the
manks who had been taken in-
to custody by armed services.

When tha‘ JVP escalated their
terrar tactics, leading Buddhist
monks ware characterized as

‘traitors’ and sent ‘death threats’
As a result some left the is-
land and others drastically cur-
tailed their religious and social
activities.

Whila pressure was being
put on chief monks through
Sangha Sabhas, a public cam-
paian criticizing them for ‘inac-
tion" was also launched. Bud-
dhist reformers from the tima
of Anagarika Dharmapala have
been critical of ‘the sloth and
lack of commitment’ of the
Sangha leadership. Later on,
reformist monks, who were sym-
pathizers of socialist parties,
criticized their chiefs for sup-
porting the UNP in exchangs
for wordly benefits. This criti-
cal wvocabulary (‘lazy, spittoon-
filling monks') was resurrected
by pro-JVP monks to criticize
their elders,

Critique of the Sangha
Leadership

In an essay in Vinivida, a
young monk Kumbalagemuwe

28 VYinivida 20, January-February
1989. p. 7

Dhammananda presents a criti-
que of Sangha elders.2? He beg-
ins by broadly classifying these
elders:

In modern Sri Lanka out of
about 30000 Bhikkus, over a
thousand are Nayakss. Such
nayakas have been appointed
at provincial, district and sub-
district level. In each district
there are chief. deputy, chief
adfikarana (adjudicator of ec-
clesiastical law), deputy adhikara,
ete, for each of the sects.

He then describes the fune-
tions of thess MNayakas, which
he claims are incorporated in
in their sannas or letters of ap-
pointment. These functions are:

The protection and enhance-

ment of the Auddha Sasana.en-

suring the safety of the sangha,
resolution of conflict among
monks in order to safeguard
sangha unity, ensuring the wel-
fare of the Buddhist laity and
giving leadership to the Sri
Lankan nation.

However, says the writer,

these leaders have delibera-
tely shirked their duty and
have tragically allowed inter-
national conspiratorial forces
to drag down the country,
race and the Buddha sasana.

Contrasting present sloth with
the glorious heritags of a Bhik-
ku, he says that in the past
monks like Kudapola and \Wali-
wita Sangaraja placed " the mother-
land first" because ‘without a
sovaereign territory’, language,
religion and culture cannot flou-
rish. How then did the Naya-
kas lose sight of their mission?
According to the writer, British
colonialists  were  responsible
because they converted sangha
or commonly owned property to
private ownership of the chief
manks, thereby making them
selfish and ‘this’ waorldly’, Thus
the monk lost sight of his ‘pa-
triotic tasks’ and becames & sea-
ker after money and property,
The monk who was previously
engaged in the yuga mefiwara
(historic task) of protecting the
race and sasana now ‘began to
waste his time in the law

28 Vinfwida 18, MNovamber 1988, p.3
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courts, litigating with teacher,
fellow monk, and lay supporter
in order to gain wealth, pro-
perty and position’. This decline
had many consequences Politi-
cians have used maonks for their
own ends. The Catholic Church
has conducted a sublle cam-
paign to encourage Eelamism,
discredit monks and convert
Buddhists to their religion. This
iz dus to the weakness of
Sangha leadership fragmented
on party, sect, casle, and pars-
hava (groups within a Nikaya)
lines. Learned monks, who ab-
tain doctorates, perfer to go
abroad to spread the message
ta foreigners while their own
countrymen suffer.

The writer then comes to his
immediate concern —

When the young monk (Podi
Hamuduruwa) who entered
the university together with
the village Dayaka’s (lay suppor-
ter} son begins to fight the
anti-Buddhist aggression of in-
ternational censpirators and agi-
tales against cut backs in fres
education killing of unarmed
people and the massacre of
students, they are assaulted,
tortured and imprisoned. Many
others are killed and burned.
But some Mahanpayakes know
naothing of this.

MNext comes a broadside at the
Mayakas:

Chief priests have no times
for thess problems. But they
have time to invite a Minis-
ter to declare open the new
temple. Tharana, pull down
the 18 cubit Buddha statue
and build (in its place} a
88 cubit Buddha statue, lay
a marbla floor in the bath-
room and trade in the car
for a new model Datsun.

The writer contrasts these sel-
fish concerns with the commit-
ment of young monks and con-
cluded by inviting the seniors to
relinquish their positions if.they
cannot fulfiltheir responsibilities.

22

Monks and Armed
Opponents

When the armed services and
vigilante groups launched an
offensive against ths JVP, young
monks faced extreme danger.
Unlike their party leaders who
had gone underground, monks
who had spearheaded public agi-
tation were easy targets, At this
staga many of the senior mon-
ks, who had barne the brunt of
radical attacks, like the one quo-
ted earlier, were not willing to

come to their rescue., By this
time Mahanayakas' ‘bete noir’
J. R. Jayewardene was out of

power and his successor Presi-
dent R. Premadasa, was quite
acceptable to them.

The Vinivida is indignant about
chief monks who were quoted
as saying: ‘young monks were
more dangerous than the North-
ern Tamil Terrorists’.32  Accor-
ding to this journal hundreds of
monks were being tortured and
killed by their armed opponents
JVF monks responded to this cri-
sis in several ways. Some sur-
rendered, or criticized the JVP
for misleading them and became
supporters of the government.
Their statements were given wide
publicity in the media. Somes
others gave up robes or fled to
other countries. [t is likely that
core supporters gave up robes
and joined the JVP guerrillas who
had retreated to jungle camps.
There were many reports of the
disappearance of monks, sigh-
tings of laymen with shaven
heads and tha discovery of dis-
carded robes in public places.

The poetry and short stories pub-

lished in journals like Vinfvidas Rav-
aya Vivarana and the largest circu-
lation Sinhala newspaper Divay-
ina depict the dilemmas of yvou-
ng monks who find their ‘hoyl
cause’ defeated by violence. In
all cases they remain silent on
JVP vioclence and seek to focus
attenfion on the victimization of
innocents.

I.” a short story entitled A
EBrief Tale we meet a young monk,

30 Vinivida 18, November 1988 p. 4

Mahinda. He is his chiaf monk's
favourite. Mahinda gets on very
well with the village youths who,
despite their difficulties, help the
monks to repair the temple and
string up coloured lights for
Foson. When the villagers
fail to contribute to temple
charity, the cheif monk loses
his temper. Mahinda pacifies
him by explaining that their con-
gregation is poor; yet they ne-
var fail to send- food for the
manks.

One day, the peace of the
village temple is shattered, Ma-
hinda’s father, a village carpen-
ter, his eyes full of tears, con-
veys a fateful message

You tell me father that Malli
(younger brother) was absolu-
tely innocent.’

“You know that he is inno-
cent. He and his friends had
fired the brick kiln and wera
chatting on the Lake Bund
when the armed men camse.
They put hot coals into his
mouth and threatened to kill
him if he did not give infor-

mation. | have looked every-
whers for him. He’'s not to
be found.

The father falls at WMahinda's
feet in worship and goes look-
ing for his other son. Mahinda
standing wvery still ‘like a rock
statue’ sees in his mind's eye
has younger brother who had
unselfishly taken over the bur-
dens of helping his parents.
Witheut the brother's generosity
he could not have become a
monk. Mahinda's reverie is bro-
ken by his friend Gunapala who
comes with bad news.

I' rowed your father across the
river. Mear the rubber estate
there wers a lot of people
looking at a body which had
washed up. Your father took
one look at it and started
wailing. |t was Piyadasa Malli.



‘Encugh Gunapala. | cannot
cry like my father. | had a
hunch it would come to this.
Do me a favour, pleass look
after my father.'

The following morning Mahi-
nda was gone. His robes were
left behind. The chief priest
said ‘Mahinda is a8 good person.
He may have given up his robss.
But he had gone to do good.”®

The ending leaves the clear
impression that Mahinda has joi-
ned the guerrillas. In a poem
which has the same theme, ths
ending is more explicit. The
monk sheds his robes, takes a
T-66 submachine gun (the T-56
came to symbolize JVP military
strength) and disappears into thes
night.

Conclusions

Most writings about the Sri
Lankan crisis tend to describe
the Sinhala Sangha as a mono-
lithic organization having ‘clear
cut' views on ethnic and poli-
tical issues. In reality it is not
so. At the formal level thare are
the sangha's institutional struc-
tures far the making of prono-
uncements, Itis rara that they
make pronouncements on public
issues. Informally, monks par-
ticipate in a wvariety of organi-
zations with their own agendas
for action. Charismatic leaders
of the Sangha waork to build
coalitions of these aorganisations
s0 that a common position can
be articulated. They do not often
succead. Mor does the success
of | such coalition building de-
pend entirely on the sangha. The
strength and commitment of lay
groups become crucial.

Second, we see that the no-
tion of Sinhalese ‘custodianship’
of Buddhism is so strong that
monks are willing to rationalize
the use of violence against the
‘'other’, even though it contra-

31 Vinivide 24, July 1988, p.22.

venes the basic tenets of Bud-
dhism. The arguments and stra-
tegies adepted to resolve this
dilemma favoured the domain of
realpolitik. In this they wers
directly in line with the sangha
we encounter in the Pali chro-
nicles who link the fortunes of
the Buddhist Church with the
Sinhala state. Despite more than
a century of "Protestant Buddhi-
sm’ its intellectual owverlay was
stripped as soon as the modarn
Sinhala ‘natien’ faced areal crisis.

Third, changes in Bhikku adu-
cation, particularly in tha Piri-
venas and universities and ehan-
ging patterns of recruitment to
the Sangha (not analysed in
this essay) are creating 8 new
strata of radical socially com-
mitted monks. they, howaver,
still operate within the traditi-
onal ‘Sinhala-Buddhist’ axis. It
was this strata which formed
an impaortant support group for
the JWP. Their membership and
influence is likely to increass

Faurth, though the use of vio-
lence against the Tamiis, the
UMNP and the Left was rationa-
lized by the radical monks in
terms of the needs of modern
‘realpolitik’ , they attempted to
draw on classic Buddhist tex-
tual concepts of the inviolabi-
lity of the monks (anantachari-
papakarma) and an interpretations
of social intervention (Bahujana-
hitaya) when they in turn wera
the subjects of state violenca,

Fifth, the commitment to so-
cial revolution is so strong
among radical monks that they
are willing not only to condone
the ‘use of violence by the JVP
but alsa in many cases shed
their robes and take up the gun.
This phenomenon which has been
noticeable in several contem-
porary Buddhist socisties juxta-
poses the radical monks persona,
Buddhist ‘selflessness’ and new
Buddhist interpratations of social
intervention.

Sixth, we see the attempts
of Sinhala monks to undarstand
social reality in terms of Bud-
dhist symbolism. When dealing

with secular notions like athni-
city, democracy, revolution and
violence, monks attempted to
relate them to their culturally
prescribed  world of symbols.
They go back to the examples
of the monks — Wariyapola, Kuda-

hapola, etc., who confronted
state power. Communism is un-
derstood in terms of the Bud-

dha's prescription of communal
living (absence of private pro-

perty, sharing of alms, etec.)
for the sangha. This leads to
the continuous ‘oversimplifica-

tion” of complex contemporary
issues.

Finally, is contrast to tha
conventional wview of Sinhala
monks as a confident, assartive
power group within the national
polity we find that they per-
caive themselves as a deprived,
alizsnated group inadequately re-
cognized by both political authori-
ties and the Buddhist public.
They believe that they arae
‘used” by politicians and unless
better organized., would be out-
maneuvered by ‘foreign conspira-
torial forces® including Eelamists
and Roman Catholics.

The intrusion of monks into
the arana of revolutionary poli-
tics has resulted in a loss of
their charisma. Monks are arres-
ted, stripped of their robes, pu-
blicly humiliated and even killed
by armed Sinhala Buddhists.
This change in perception has
been noted by the monks them-
selves.

When demonstrating monks ara
teargassed and assaulted they
gra forced to run for cover
with their robes tucked up.
VWhen they run about the streets
like laymen, will the public
exhibit religious davotion? Will
not their Hhakti be destroyed?32

This dwindling of social es-
team of and for Buddhist mon-
ks may have long term impli-
cations for recruitment, education
influence, and the religious
vocation of the Sinhala Sangha.

32 Viniviga 24, July 1988, P17
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