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'_m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter arad light banter amongst these
rural damsels wha are busy sorting out 1obacca
Teaf in 2 barn. It is one of the hundreds of such

barns spread out n the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
falleay during the offl season.

Here, with careful nurturing, iobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn to
gold . 1o the value of over Rs. 250 milon or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural faolk.

Tobacco is the industry that brings emphoyment to
{le second highest number of people. And these
pecple are the tobacco barn owness, the obacco
grawers and those wiho wark for them, on the land
and in the barns.

For them, the tebacco leaf means meaningful work,
a comfortable life and & secure future. A good
envugh reason for laughter.

® CeylonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and canng
for our land and her people.




Briefly . . .

Unit Trust for
Janasaviya

Janasaviya recipisnts ware
given Rs 1000 to Rs 5000
units by the Ceybank Unijt
Trust in & new scheme laun-
ched on March 25, Recipients
were selected fram 30 areas
whero the Janasaviya poverty
alleviation program operates.

The distribution of units
Was “a means to take the
share owning demaocracy to
the grass roots leval', a
Ceybank Unit Trust spokes-
sman said. The Csybank Unit
Trust is managed by Unit
Trust Management Company
Limited which is a joint ven-
ture between the Bank of
Ceylon, Carson Cumberbatch,
Merchant Bank of Sri Lanka,
Unit Trust of India and War-
dley Investment Servicas (Hong
kong) Limited.

Reason for delay

The Elections Commissioner's
report on the 1989 General
Election was delayed becayss
election petitions and local
government elections interve -
ned, Commissioner Chandra-
nanda de Silva said in a
press release. The report was
aut only this month, and
there was public criticism
about the delay.

India protests
Sri Lankan High Commis-

sioner (Ambassador) Naville
Kanakaratne was summonad
to the Foreign Office in

Delhi to be told that India
was “concerned” about can-
tinuing incidents invalving
Indian fishermen, thair boats
and the Sri Lanka Mawvy,

Loan delayed

Slow implemantation of IMF
conditions, especially priva-
tisation of state ventures, was
likely to delay the releass of
the second tranche of an IMF
lean, sources in Colomba said,
The first instalmant of 75
million dollars from a 450
million dollar loan agreement
was givan last October.

Whole country an EPZ

President Premadasa told a
meeting of thes Export Deve-
lopment Council of Minis-
ters that the whole of Sri
Lanka would soon be an ex-
poart promotion zone. Export
promotion would no longer
be limited to any geographi-
cal area. Any enterprise set
up anywhers with 70 per cant
or maors of its produztina fo
export would enjoy the pri-
vileges of an EPZ, he said.
The emphasis would be on
agricultural exports, the Presi-
dent said.

BoC loses Rs 406 m.

The Bank of Ceylon has
written off Rs 406 millian

as bad debts after lending
without adequtate security,
the Auditor General has re-

vealed in a report to parlia-
ment. Some borrowers did
nat pay back even a single
instalment; these related to
eight loans amounting to Rs
65.5 million.

The report said that Rs 288.3
million dus from 44 persons
had been given without any
or adequate security. Loans
amounting to Rs 697,878,524
given to 17 clients had been
granted against weak securi-
ties. No action had been
taken on the possibla reco-

very of Rs 229.6 million by

the sale of assats. the raport
said,

Tigers grab tank

weapon

The LTTE captured a power-
ful anti-tank weapon from
the army during operations
in the North-East at Walioya,
Twenty six soldiers were killad
and sixty were wounded: two
tanks were also capturad.

Drought kills
75 per cent of crop

Officials estimated that 75
per cent of the Yala paddy
crop would be ruined by the
on going drought, the severest
in recent times. Abgut 3002
minor tanks have dried up.

Tea plantations are also
facing a severs threat, about
45,000 acres could be doomed,
officials said.
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The Earth Summit
and Lanka: A Plea

Ravi Prasad Herath

M&n. in his journey upon
this planet -earth, had cne
friend for all times. That is the
environment. But today dus to
his own folly that friend — the
environmeant stands devastated
by man’'s own actions.

In ordar to meet man’s basic

needs this process has been
carried out without rhyme or
reason. Thus during the last
decade, environmeantal data en-

demic to each have

been vandalized.

country

To avert this dastruction or
at least to stall the speed of
the process, delegates of 115
countries are due to meet in
Brazil in a few months, to reach
a historic accord on  environ-
ment.

The conference in Brazil would
pose the delegates serious prob-

lems. Two of the major areas
to be tackled would bes to
identify the harmful elements

to  environmental development
emanating from the developed
countries and to plan a life-
style for the nations of the
Third World in consonance with
their traditions and cultures.

Realization, though late, has
come about that the model
plans of action introduced to

Asian countries by the nations
of the First World, have caused
a serious depletion of environ-
mental resources to serve tha
commercial  interests of the
industrial nations of the West.
Teak forests of Burma and In-
dia’s cedar and sal trees have
been decimated to serve ths
needs of the rich nations. In-
donesia has ravaged 1 million
of hectares annually.

How has this unfortunate si-
tuation affected Sri Lanka? How
responsible have the, surveys
been in this regard? The situ-

ation is a challange which needs
an honest answoer,

Sri Lanka has se:urad‘ its
place in the list of poor nations

as one other country that has
carried out the directions and
instructions received from the

West faithfully,

Today our awareness of the
socio-political forces is keen
and more acute than previously.
In this context the recent trends
in these spheres indicate that
a more realistic and & more
national oriented policy towards
the reconciliation of the con-
flicting interests becomes essen-
tial.

Let us for the time being
defer questioning how long this
planet earth would exist. Instead
if we peep in to the composi-
tion of the animal Ekingdom
upon earth, it could be reveal-
ing, according to the statistics
of the scientists. According to
them the earth is inhabited by
30 million species of animals
of which a mere 1.4 million
has been identified. The majo-

rity of them are resident in
the tropical countries,
One result of the modern

developmental process has been
the destruction of animal life
on earth at a speed of more
than 10,000 times than it took
for man’s evolution. Mathema-
tically the quantum of animal
life destroyed is 20,000, Further
examination reveals that as 189
of the world's animal kingdom
is found in the tropical farests,
it would take only as short
a period as 30 years to
decimate the entire animal
spacies if the presently
available data remains static.

Sri Lanka is a signatory to
the accord on the protaction

of the earth. Thus it is a na-
tional responsibility. Hence
wherever we are it devolves

this
the pro-

on us as citizens of
country to help fulfil

visions of the Accord.

Even 30 vears after indepen-
dence it is regretably noted
that & comprehensive forest
resources conservation plan has
not bsen undertaken with the
same intensity of commilment
that it deserves.

A short period though it is,
when compared with the world’s
life span we cannot forget that
the land space we occupy is
comparatively small and that
the plant life on that small
space has diminished without
any notice. Within a period of
256 vears the forest cover of
the island has been cleared of
30,000 acres for cultivation of
BCONOMIC Crops.

In the circumstances, Sri
Lankans have to endesvour to
save nearly 3000 varieties of
wild flowers, 450 types of reed
(bamboo reed) and about 170
spacies of orchids, which speak
for the wvery ancient history of
this island home of ours.

During the past 10 vyears a
group of young people truly
interested in the conservation
effort have besn able to gather
a large qguantum of data and
vital clues relating to the is-
land’s environmental resources.
The members of this eco-group
are school children who have
pooled the money they receive
for travel as well as pocket-
expenses and have set up a
fund to meet the expenses of
their activity.' These young en-
thusiasts have so far been abla
to collect 3000 photographs
and slides, and over 1500
varieties of animal species and
wild flowers complete with all
their detailed information. Coor-

(Continued on page &)



PREMADASA
Pro and Con

Stava Coll

wo Years ago, the night be-

longed to the death squads.
Jittery teenage soldiers manned
checkpoints around the capital,
searching cars for revoluticnaries.
Jeeps filled with pro-government
enforcers patrolled back roads,
plucking suspected ultraleftists
from their residences. At dawn,
smoldering corpses appeared on
highways, beaches and river
banks.

Mow the night belongs to the
young, the hip, the promiscu-
ous. Downtown dance clubs
teern with European tourists and
the Sri Lankan jet set. Youth-
ful gay prostitutes called “beach
boys” comb the coastline for
clients under the eye of a police
force whose officials worry about
how to regulate the flesh trade
without offending tourists hold-
ing hard currency.

The transformation of the sec-
urity forces from brutal coun-
terrevolutionaries into easy-going
vice cops reflects a broad change
in the Sri Lankan south, where
a civil war that took tens of
thousands of lives from 1988 to
1980 has vyielded suddenly to
calm and to ecaonomic growth.
The stock market is rising, hotsls
are packed and businessmen arae
talking again about making theair
island nation Asia's next varsion
of Singapore, the insular repub-
lic to the east viewed as a
symbol of prosperity.

The architect of the still ten-
tative poace is President Rana-
singhe Premadasa, a political
alchemist who reportedly hires
sorcarers and astrologers to bat-
tle his parliamentary opponents,
styles himself as an heir to an-
cient Buddhist kings and courts
international bankers to invest
in his accelerating program of
capitalist revision.

Opinion about Mr. Premadasa,
who was elected in December
1988, is sharply divided between
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among Sri Lankans and Wastern
nations that are pumping hund-
reds of millions of dollars into
government coffers annually.
Some say the price of his peace
in the south has been too high,
purchased at what critics des-
cribe &s a steep cost in human-
rights zbuses, including the usze
of the death squads. Others see
him as a timely, if quirky, savior.

Both camps wonder what sort
of future he will bring to a
country of 18 million that has
known little but bloodshed and
athnic hatred for nine years,

Critics say that Mr. Premadasa
i5 an egocentric authoritarian whao
holds democracy in disdain and
was responsible for tens of
thousands of extrajudicial killings
while crushing the island's left-
ist uprising. They see him as
brutal and prejudiced as he
wages Sri Lanka’s remaining war,
in the far north, where his
athnic Sinhalese army is fight-
ing a separatist Tamil guerrilla
force.

In a recent, unsuccessful im-
peachment motion, sight membars
of Mr. Premadasa’s United Ma-
tional Party accused him of baing
mentally infirm, proclaiming false
miracles, wasting state funds on
a gold thrane, collaborating with
enemies of the state and being
“ignorant and selflsh.” They
said that during the leadership
fight, he hired sorcerers from
sauthern India to cast evil spells
on opponents.

Mr. Premadasa communicates
through state news media, which
devote themselves to chranicling
his speechss and public apps-
arances. Hs seems not to worry
about his image overseas. Since
becaming president, he has never
left the island, reportedly on
the advice of astrologers who
predict he will dig if he goes
abroad,

Bradman Weerakoon, the pre-
sident’s admiring biographer, lists
among Mr. Premadasa’s form-
ative influencas the ancient Bud-
dhist warrior-kings of the Sri
Lankan Middle Ages as wall as
Margaret Thatcher., Britain's for-
mer prime  minister.

Supporters say that while he
may have his idiesyneracies, Mr.
Fremadasa is a genuine demo-
cratic populist and understands
the political psychology of the
island’s Sinhalese majority, whosa
shifting attitudes and deep-seated
prejudices have shaped inde-
pendent Sri Lanka's history.

These Sri Lankans say  Mr.
Premadasa’s acumen saved the
country from a brutal Cambodi-
an-style revalution led by the
People's Liberation Front begin-
ning in 1988.

The United States and other
Wastern governments stood by
mMr. Premadasa during his cam-
paign to crush the Front |n
fact, the Bush administration is
proposing 3 10 million in cred-
its for military equipment. Now
Washington wants him to clean
up his rights record, and soms
say he has taken steps 1o do
so. Reported disappearances of
voung Sri Lankans are declin-
ing, and Mr. Premadasa has
agresd to carry out mast recom-
mendations by the human-rights
group Amnesty [ntarnational.

Much of the ambivalence to-
ward the president appesars to
reflact an assessment that the
evils he has confronted on the
island wsare greater than ths
evila he may represent. "'l think
he was what Sri Lanka needed,”
said a ‘Western diplomat whao
has followed and workad with
Mr. Premadasa for several years.
*| “still detest him. But he may
have been the right man at tha
right time."”

— Washington Post Service



CORRESPONDENCE

Why mourn Soviet

disappearance?

¢ one, including American
Prasidant George Bush,
would have imagined that the

United Soviet Socialist Republic
(USSR) would be no more by
the end of year 1991. The com-
plete disintegration that occured
in the former Soviet Union stun-
ned the whole werld,

Even the opponents and rivals
of the Soviet Union would have
not wished the dissppearance of
this Country from the Waorld Map.
Instead they would have prefer-
red a weaker, subservient Soviat
Union which could be turned
into their market,

When considering the magni-
tude of this event, mourners are
faw, nationally and internationally.
Often their contributions are loa-
ded with selfcontradictory logic
and arguments as to why it
happened in the Soviet Union
the way it happaned.

Trotsky’s Views

Many, including the Trotskytes
of various hues, try to say that
it is bacause of Stalinism that
Socialism failed in Soviet Unian,
and Soviet Union came to this
dismal end.

They argue that if the Soviet
Communist Party would have
listened to the warnings of Leon
Trotsky regarding bureaucracy
etc. they could have avaeidad
the Stalinist blunders and hor-
rors.

But they stop with that.
These brand of Trotskytes don't
talk about Trotsky's theory of
permanent revolution or about
his attitude towards the psasan-
try anymore.

They should bs reminded of
a recent aphorism quoted in a
5ri Lanka English Magazins.
"Stalin was the greatest Trotsky-
ta ever born®, This statement
is not complimentry to Tratsky,

Another kind of leftist inter-
preters put the blame ‘on Gor-

bachev's weakness far the avents
that led to the disintegration
of the Soviet Union. For them
Boris Yaltsin is tha villain.

They forget that one Gorbachev,
or ane Yeltsin cannot make or
mar histary,

They put forward the view
of the reforms initiated by Mikita
Khrushev were continuad withaut
interruption  and  interference
sSocialist Soviet Union could have
been saved. For them, Gorbachsv
is an innocent but faithful dis-
ciple of Khrushev, and was the
last Russian Communist who
attemptod to save the Sgviet
Union from its demise.

It is quite puzzling as to why
all these Marxist, Trotskyte and
leftist interpreters, commentators
end ‘mourners’ forgst the ideola-
gical controversy that raged in
the (Communist) world during
tha sixtiss of this century,

Ideologicial Controversy

This controversy or the ideolg-
gical debate or the great pole-
mics as it was called then star-
ted after the 20th Congress of
the Communist Party of tha
Soviet Union in which Khrushev
came out with his peaceful co-
existence theory and attacks an
Stalin.

Later, led by Mao Tse-Tung,
the Chairman of the Chiness
Communist Party an ideclogical
offensive was launched on a
warld scale against the positions
taken by the Soviet Communist
Party,

Not only the question of the
correct evaluation of the life
and works of Stalin was dis-
cussed in the course of this
debate, but myriad problems
concerning the international
Communist Movement wars also
discussed,

In this struggle betwean the
‘genuine’ marxist-leninists |ad
by Chinese Communist Party
Chairman Mao Tse-Tung and
the revisionists led by the Saviet

Communist Party the marxist-
Leninists concluded that Soviet
Union was no more a8 Socialist
Country and the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union was no
more a8 Communist Party, it was
ravisionist

party, a capitalist
party.
Socijal Imperialism
The ance Socialist Soviat

Union thereby bacama @ capita-

list country. In other words,
with the might it had, Soviet
Union became an imperialist

country like the United States
of America,

In tha sixties and seventiss of
the 20th century the two super—
powers United States of America
and Soviet Union contended for
world supremacy.

The marxist - leninists used
the term “Social-lmparialism®
for Soviet Union. At times thay
even said that social-imperialism
i.e. Soviet Union is g maora
dangerous enemy to the peopla
of the world than the old United
States’ imperialism.

The fact that the post-Stalin
Soviet Union developed into an

imperialist country is effectivaly
proved by jig foraign policy
actions.

It not in terms of imperialism
how can one explain its inva-
sions of countries such as
Czechoslovakia, Poland as  wel|
as Afghanistan?

If noat in terms of imperialism
how ean one explain its ‘'master’
attitude towards the (socialist)
East European countriss and
Mangolia and its exploitation of
these countries?

If not in terms of imperialism
how can ane explain the Braz-
nev docirine of specialisation
for countries of the “gocialist
block' which in fact means that
these countrias should be for
ever dependant on Soviat Union
for everything?

In this context, should the
progressive mankind mourn the
death of Soviet Union?

They should feel glad that
ane imperialism with socialist
label is dead and the confusion

it created to thair detriment is
no more.

Y. Sinnathamby
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CORRESPONDENCE

Coconut and Heart diseases

on expatriate cardlac surgeon
Or. Tony Don Michael, the head
of tha American team of heart
surgecns had told a press con-
ference in Colombo that the
varteries of patients in Sri Lanka
were narrower and cases Were
more complicated than in the
States”. (Sri Lanka News). He
had also told “peopls to avoid
heart dissase was 1o avoid smo-
king, avoid coconul oil, eat more
fish. Check chaolesterol level
and avoid heavy meals at night™.

In U.S.A, and Canada people
will not touch coconut oil or
biscuits or other food products
containing coconut oil-  They
will not touch coconut oil even
with a ten feetl pole. They have
developed such aversicn to coco-
nut ail.

It is high time Sri Lanka
ehould find & substitute oil es-

pecially for thoss who have
cholestaral problems. Export of
olive oil will bring in much

wented foreign exchangs. In
California olive growing 15 &
multi million dollar industry sup-

porting several thousands of
smell and large scale growers
and their families and giving

amployment lo several thousands
of people. Inspite of the large
scale production of olives in
California, olive oil is expensive
and they have to import olive
oil from other countries because
af the large scale consumption.
In the Supermarket a bottle of 32
FL. OZ (946 MI) Extra Virgin Dlive
oil (No Cholesterol) cost U.5.59.29
(Rs390.18). People are health
conscious and thera are peo-
ple who have the money 10
buy olive oil at this high price.
Olives are also good to make
pickles, swest preserves, salads
etc. The poonac is fed to animals.

Oil producing varisties of olive
plants can be imported from
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, -Turkey,
Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco
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China etc. These countries are
closer to home and air freight
will not cost much. Perhaps Air
Lanka will transport them free
of charge.

Pakistan had introduced olive
trees over 20 years ago. India
may have done that 1o0. Sri
Lankan Government should im-
port the oil producing varieties
of olive plants and sell them
at a subsidized price to farmers,
planters etc. who are interested
to plant them. Olive plants can
be planted between tea bushes
and coconut trees, in marginal
lands where other trees or Crops
will find it difficult to grow.
Olive trees contribute to soil con-
servation. Olive trees will grow
yery well in the Dry Zone {(Vanni)
areas. On 11th September 1381
| visited a B0 acre olive plan-
tation in the desert (maximum
10-inches of rain per year) of

Southern California. This olive
plantation is making lots of
money.

Do not wait for researches

to be done by the Agricultural

Department (Research & Horti-
culture Division, Kandy) which
did not even acknowledge my
letter dated 20th March 1891
on the subject of Date Paims
and Olive trees, polpala, gotu
kola, karapincha and jasmine.
Their research will take several
years of delay, waste of tima
and money and narrowing of
more human arteries. Use com-
mon sense as your guide. Im-
port the olive plants and plant
them and then take it from thers.
Resgareh findings can be obla-
ined from other countries, F.A.O.
gtc. Sri Lankan Government's
help, support and encouragement
are very important. Wish al|
the best for tha olive growers
in SrilLanka. Your readers could
write to me for more informa-
tion etc. P.S: Please publish
my address too so that any one
interested could write to me.

V. T. Saravanapavan

P, 0. Box 1131, Medicine Hat,
Alberte, Canada TlA 7H3

The Earth. ...
{Continued from page 3)

dinating with 24 groups district
based, over 90 forested areas
have been visited during the
last decade or so to gather
true and real evidence of the
islands eco-system — on which
effart nearly Rs, 800,000 had
to be expended.

This heritage of Lanka, if
presentad at the world environ-
mental conference to be held
in the first half of this year,
is sure to give us the satisfac-
tien of having been partners
in an endeavour to put on
display the magnificient and
proud history that this country
pOS5E558S,

The membership of this group

consists mainly of girls from
the rural areas of Lanka. Tha
raw material {or this environ-

mental conservation card project

is the flower offerings removed
fram the templa altar. True
they earn a pittance from this
activity.

While the tendency of the
natural law is to allow the
wretched of the earth to remain
marginalized, their labour s
utilized to sustain national nzeds
and aspirations. We have gras-
pad the truth of thes moment.
Yet the entire membership is
an unemployed workforce, num-
bering nearly 16,000 girls and
boys of Sri Lanka's rural back-
waoods, clamouring for the sons
of the soil. wherevar they may
be to help exhibit this com-
pleted task before the nation
states of the world.

If this werge to happsn, wa
really would be helping the
magnificient beauty of our wild-
life to be unravaeled besfore the
syes of the world,



ENVIRONMENT (2)

JVP & LTTE

V. 1. 8. Jeyapalan

wo major armed conflicts

have taken place in the
south in_this century other
than the anti tamil communal
riots. The first such conflict
was the JVP insurrection in
1971. The period of active
canflict lasted in some places
for a few weeks after April ‘5,
1971. During this period insure
rectionists attacked 92 police
stations and established control
over 35 polica areas. They also
took and held the famous Sing-
haraja forest in the wet zonae
and Ritigala strict natural reserve
in the dry zone. Because of
tha direct confrontation in some
jungle areas aerial bombard-
ments also took place as a
part of the anti insurgent ac-
tivitias of the security forces,

This all lasted only for a
fow weeks. JVP was not reg-
rouped to change its insurrec-
tion strategy and start a guaril-
la war. The first insurgency of
JYP had not much impact on
the environment other than that
they made some jungle areas
as the centre of conflicts. In
some places armed forces bom-
bed the jungles.

In the second insurgency of
JVP/DJV the active period of
conflicts which started with the
reimposement of state of emer-
gency on June 20, 1989, las-
ted several months up to the
beginning of 1990. But wvery
few direct armed confrontations
with the security forces wers
reported, including a few am-
bushes and land mine operations.

The major part of the dirty
war was carried out by killing
individuals, political opponents,
security personnel and their
family members. JVP/DJP may
be expected to get some sup-
port among security forces on
the anti Indian line. This never
happened partly because of the

{The quthor a Sri Lankap Tamil acti-
vist now works in OSLO)

JVPR/DIY killings of the families
of the security personnel and
the active anti Indian approach
of the country's new president
Premadasa and the partial with-

drawal of the Indian Peacs
Keeping Force (IPKF).
The Govarnment started a

dirty war type of counter insur-
gency activities without facing
any noticeable guerilla offensive
from JVF/DJY. They have mili-
tarily but not politically cantai-
ned JVP/DJV activities by the
beginning of 1990.

Informatian reports  including
a MORAD sponsored environ-
mental study of Hambantota

district adited by Michael Mc-
Call noted the awareness of the
JYP cadres on matters of anvi-
ronmeantal eoncern.  “Iln environ-
mental matters the JVP was
probably more significant (as
well as having enormous in-
fluence in  rural Hambantota)
because it took up several im-
portant ecological issues, inclu-
ding timber cutting and straying
cattle and sand removal, although
its enforcement methods were
quite savege.” (Environmental
study of Hambantota district.)

JYP's concern about land uvse
pattern in the upcountry tea
areas is also noteworthy. They
are not in favour of tea
plantations which daminate the
hill country. They forcibly oc-
cupied some of the lands ba-
longing to plantations and they
also burned down several tea
areas. Foreign agricultural com-
panies involved in bigscale farm-
ing in Moneragala and Maha-
wali argas also became the
possible targets of JVP.

JYP's concern for the environ-
ment can be understood.  All
over the world most insurgents
and guerilla movements have
the natural instinct of preserving
the junale bases of their clan-
destine activities. Stopping log-
ging and similar activities also

means a way of stopping out-
ward information flow from their
areas. Jogether with this they
also developed a concern about
tha longstanding problems of
the rural poor and forest farmer
population. This also includes
some relevant readings.

JVP and DJV utilized anti Tamil
and anti Indian sentiments of
the Sinhalese masses as the
centre of their struggle in or-
der to convert it to 8 broader
liberation struggle (against the
presence of Indian forces and
the Tamil militants) as a short
way to social hegsmony. But
the baszic concern of the JVP
on social and regional inequali-
ties highlighted in the 1971
insurraction alsa remained as a
part of their politics in a little
way.

The terror and dirty war used
by JVP/DJY and by the secu-
rity forces to annihilate each
other and to create an environ-

ment of intimidation to maks
the population obedient also
have an impact on the anviron-

ment. JVP/DJY started it with
large scale killings of political
opponents, security forces and
their family members including
children. The Government ans-
weared with counter killings of
youths with suspected background
or in suspected areas in a
mass way.

Sinhalese geography has been
sown with the charred bodies
of the youths. Bodizss of the
murdered youths weare thrown
in the water bodies and rivers
on which maost of the surround-
ing wvillages depend for their
day to day utilization of water.
Bodies weare thrown in the sea,
At least some people known to
me stopped eating fish for
some time. People were horri-
fied by the ocurrences, Break-
down of normal life end ruls
of law affected every avenue
of socio economic life of the
people.



The areas of the conflicts
in early 1971 and late 1980°s
are the most degraded part of
the Sinhalese geography. A map
of degradation of the enviran-

ment in Sinhaless areas will
coincide with the map of the
above insurgencies. The Iland
degraded by the century old

practices of slazh and burn and
other forms of land extensive
agricultural  practices coupled
with extensive cattla grazing,
overlapped by destroyad jungle
and destabilized beaches are
the areas of the socially pena-
lized rural poor. They have
not besn abducted and murde-
red and dumped into the sea,
They still exist as the hotbad
of the next insurgency, No
military strategy can destroy it,
In fact the then Government
startad mechanized logging of
Sinharaja (the largest rain forest
of Sri Lanka which was the
base of the 1971 JVP insurrec-
tion) after the insurrection. This
was  abandoned in 1971 after
mounting protests of scientists
and NGO's,

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSE-
QUENCES OF COMMUNAL
POLITICS AND ETHNIC
CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA

Communalism and
environment

Sri Lankan ethnic conflicts ara
basically a8 manifestation of ethnic
competition for land resources and
power. The parliamentary aad non-
violent agitation of the tamils for

regional autonomy cemmenced
in 1945, From the beginning
the environment of the north

and east provinces became the

important victim of the ethnic
conflicts.

Tamils have a geographic
camlgufw_ in the north and
&ast provinces. They consider

this region as their traditional
home land. The then Singaless
government, led by D.S. Sena-
nayake wanted to counter Tamil
agitation for federalism by des-
troying the basis of federalism —
the _geographic contiguity of
Tamils. He promoted the theory
and practise of state aided co-
lonization in the north and east
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provinces as an answear to the
federal demand. Hs also balie-
ved that those who control
Trincomale control Sri Lanka.

This was the theoretical back-
ground of state sponsored Sin-
hala colonization in Tamil domina-
ted areas. The natural jungls
that existed as a buffer between
the Sinhaless dominated south
west and the Tamil dominated
north east provinces became the
first casualty. Tamils also star-
ted counter colonization and
ad hoc settlements in the narth
and east provinces in the name
of defending the mother land.
Such settlemants of the Tamils

was not much successful in
the east. But in the north Ta-
mil national movements ware

able to push the poor landless

section of the population of
Jaffpa peninsula to the Vanni
district. .

In the history of environmen-

tal degradation of Sri  Lanka
the 1950's and -60's was a
very important period because

of the intensification of competi-
tion to establish Sinhalese and
Tamil settlements in the north
east provinces.

State aided Sinhalese coloni-
zation completaly changed the
ethnic character of the sastern
pravinca.

Changing sthnic ratio in the
region of Batticaloa and Ampa-
rai district (old Batticaloa dis-
trict):

project and Tamil villagers ware
involved in thasa first eammu-
nal riots.

Fight for the environment and
land  resources by the Tamil
farmers of eastern province, and
the fight of the Jaffna Tamil
middle class far the professional,
commercial and other economic
avenues and opportuninites and
for power sharing coincided
with, and motivated the growth
of, broader Tamil nationalism.
40 vyears of struggle for equa-
lity and devolution of power an
regional grounds consolidated
the unity of the Tamils.

In the early periods Tamils
and Tamil speaking Muslims
found a8 common cause against
the Sinhalese colonization in
the eastern province. Then the
Government started to manipu-
late the Muslim leardership of
the east with the help of the
southern Muslim leadership and
succassfully created a rift. This
mada the division of the old
Batticaloa district in 1961 pos-
sible. The old Batticaloa district
was divided to create Amparal
district in order to carve the
hinterlands, jungles and the Mus-
lim dominated southarn part of
the district away from Tamil
dominated areas. This complica-
ted the situation and intensi-
fied the conflicts by reducing
the carrying capacity of the
Tamil and Musglim dominated
coastal areas of tha sast. This
was the beginning of the Tamil

Ethnic group 1901
Sinhaless 522
Tamils 5513
Muslims 37.33

1953 1963 1981
1146 1685  21.81
47.98 4636  43.44
38.80 3524  33.45

Similar changes have taken place in Trincomale district too.

The old Batticaloa and Trin-
comales district (present Batti-
caloa and Amparai district) was
devastated by the indiscriminato
destruction of ths environment
by ad hoc settlements of Sinha-
lese. This created the first com-
munal violence at a local leval
in the old Batticaloa district in
mid 1956. Sinhalese labourers
and would be settlears of the
Gal Ovya irrigation settlement

Muslim clashes in the east as
the result of the cut throat
competition between Tamils and
Muslims for the left-out resour-
ces in the degraded eastern coas-
tal strip. This has given a new
dimension to the ethnic problams.

The ethnic situation becams
tense dus to these developmants
and the continuous refusal of
the Sinhalese govaernment of
any sort of devolution of pawar.



Since 1977 local and nation-
wide communal riots with the
involvement of the Sinhalese
security forces became frequent.
All the Sinhalese versus Tamil
communal riots ended up with
mass displacement of Sri Lanka
and Indian Tamils. This was
followed by voluntary encroach-
ments, extensive clearance of
jungle and vegetation in crown
lands. This was carried out by
individuals and MNGO's 1o start
ad hoc refugee re-settiements.
In many places in Vanni district
poor sections of the refugess
who have nothing other than
their labour, started falling and
selling fire wood whenever they
found no other work. This cau-
sed further destruction of the
environment.

SOME MILITARY ASPECTS
OF THE ENVIRONMENT OF
THE NORTH AND EAST
PROVINCES

Among the 8 districts of the
north and east provinces, Jafina
—apart from a brisf period
during the IPKF presence — has
functioned as the main base
area of the Tamil militants.
During the IPKF prasence the
Vanni jungle becams the main
base area of the LTTE. Tamil
militant movemenls nevar esta-
blished similar liberated zones
like less administeread areas In
the eastern province, even though
they have established their strong
presence in the less urban and
the jungle clad paripheries of
tha east.

The entira north east provin-
ces are situated in the dry zona,
More than 80% of the Sri
Lankan jungles are also in the
dry zone areas. Almost all of
this dry zone jungle overlaps
the ethnic borders and nearly
half of it lies within Tamil do-
minated areas. This has enahled

the Tamil militants to utilize
the jungle in the Tamil areas
and successfully extend their

activities in most of the dry
zone jungles in Sinhalese areas.
These jungles also extend very
close to the sea outlets 1o
Tamil Madu.

The eastern province is a
very narrow coastal strip with
8 concentration of entire Tamil

and Muslim populations closa
to the coast and tha Sinhalese
colonizations in some areas in
the western peripheries. Sand-
wiched betwesn Sinhalese areas
and the sea, the eastern province

created several challenges to
the Tamil militants. These praob-
lems were also intensified by

the environmentally degraded
nature of the Batticaloa district
and by the diversity of the etn-
nic geography.,

The few geographic advanta-
ges Tamil militants have is
the less developed and perip-
heral nature of the adjourning
Sinhalese areas, peripheral jung-
les and the hindrance of the
free movements from urbanized
coastal areas to the interior
caused by the numerous lagoons,
water bodies and river systems
and streams.

The military geography of Jaffna
peninsula is very peculiar.  Jaffna
peninsula has no jungle cover.
But the geography is extensi-
vely diversified with vast urban-
ized tracts of red soil areas,
jungle like clustars of concrete
buildings with dense homestead
agro forestry, palmyrah groves
together with open wvalleys with
paddy fields and depressions,
ending up with lagoons, exten-
slve sand dunes and coastal

strips. Closa proximity of the
Jaffna beaches to Tamil MNadu
with many mechanized fishing
boats and skilled sailors alza

adds to the strategic nature of
the peninsula. Jaffna peninsula
also has densely populated areas
with a wider middls class to
support and finance the athnic
war. This is the bass of tha
prolonged Sri Lanka ethnic con-
flict.

LTTE'S NEW APROACH

CHANGING ENVIRONMEN-
TAL APPROACH OF THE
TAMIL MILITANT MOVE-
MENTS — 1983-1987

Since the beginning in the
1920's, environmental conscious-
ness was absent from populist
politics of Sinhalese and Tamil
nationalist elements. Most of
them believed land sattlemsants
in the jungle areas was a
wonderful medicine to cure all

the social and sconomical ail-
ments of the population. Tamil
militants also wrongly inheritad
some of thes ideas.

In the early 1980's almost al|
the Tamil militant leadarship
invited Indian Tamils of planta-
tion areas to settle in the north
and east provinces as & way fo
sclve their problems of statelsss-

ness, landlessness and ethnic
discrimination. With farsighted-
ness Indian  Tamil leadership

refused to accept this call,

In the late 1970's and
1980's individual Tamil rebals
started to organize themselves
into militant movements, Most
of the cadras of the militant
groups in the beginning cams
from Jaffna peninsula. They
came in contact with jungle
areas in the late 1970's, They
have established farms and small
camps, mainly for tha purposa
of training and absconding.
They came to jungles without
the familiarity and knowledge
of ecological factorsinvolved.
Many of them at that time had
not developed the awarenass of
how to make sustainable use of
jungle resources to achisve their
goal.

Alter the 1983 riots millitant
mavements emerged as a farce
in the north and east provinces
They also started 1o collect
taxes from illicit timber fellars
85 a8 means of ralsing funds
for their activities. Later

early

some
of them got involved diractly
in timber business. Thig was
the time when the flow and

circulation of money in Jaffna
district increased by the 1970's
boom in cash crop agriculture
and the 1980's boom of remit-
tances sent by people who had
migrated to the developed west.
This skyrocketed the demand for
and the price of timber as buil-
ding material and raw material
for furniture in the Jaffna pen-
insula,

In the early 1980’s discussions
about the abuses of the jungle
environment of Vanni district
started mainly among soms Jaffna
univarsity students. Most of them
wera sympathizers of various
militiant movements. Their awara-
ness about environmental pra-
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blems was partly created by
their university background.

Orientation COUrses lpga:hg:-r
with  the main studiss in
botany and geography at 'tha
University of Jaffna provides
lectures on enuirunmantal_ pro-
blems. Literaturs on the activitias
of the green movemenis in tha
west were also available in tha
university library, These circum-
stances also helped some stu-
dents to realize the gravity of
the problems. This awarenss also
influenced advanced cadr:_as of
gome militant movemants in the

mid 1980°s Some of those
studants also later became the
intelligentia  of warious moOVe-
ments.

Some militant movemeants re-
sponded to this with the qnfur-
cement of heavy fines on timber
transport, while some utherr m_ill—
tant movements were still in-
volved in logging, transportmg
and marketing of timber in a
big way.

In the beginning a few pam-
phlets including a pamqhiat re-
leased by EROS expressing con-
cern about the environmental
ghuses, appeared. Later in 1986
LTTE started a poster campaign
about protection of jungles and
treas.

Rut most of these develop-
ments took place in the com-
paratively rich north where mi-
litant movemenis have various
other avenuss of raising funds.
This did not affect the poor
eastern front for a wvery long
time. Stress on eastern province
environment and jungle, which
was devastated by state aided
Sinhala colonizations, freguent
droughts, flooding and by two
major cyclones in 1964 and
1978, was heavy during this
time.

In the early second half ::Jf
the 1980°s, by physical elimin-
tion of TELO in 1986 and the
effectiva enforcement of banning
of other militant groups (with
EROS as the only exception) in
1887, LTTE gained maonopoly
over thse land and resources
including strategic coastal areas
and jungles in most parts of
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the northern province. In the
east also they established partial
cantrol.

It is interesting to nots that
one of the reasons given by
LTTE to justify the brutal elimina-
tion of TELO cadres was environ-
mental. They aecused them of
destroying the environment and
Tamil Eelam (in the north and
gast provinces) by logging and
marketing of timber from the
Vanni jungle.

During the mid 1980's LTTE
started to grow Into a full-
fledged guerilla movement. Their
jungle use also qualitatively and
quantitatively increased. LTTE
developed guerilla bases in the
eastern province. But until tha
devalopment of conflicts with
the |ndian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) started in October 1987,
Jaffna peninsula continued to ba
the centre of civil and military
activities of tha LTTE.

W[th the increase of the
guerilla activities based in the

jungles, the militants became
more and more possessive of
the jungle. They had to stop

others from freely entering the
jungle to fell timber or collect
firewood in order to prevent
leakages of information.

This is the initial response of
the guerillas to the environment.
Later they started to understand
the vulnsrability of the environ-

ment and the necessity of
protecting it. This was the
case of the LTTE northern

division also. They started to
respond to the nature and jungle
environment in the mid 1980's.
By arresting timber smugglers
and confiscating motor vehicles
used by them, they started to
crack down on the network of
illicit timber fallers.

~ The presence of militants in the
jungle has serious consequences
for the wildlife. During the sum-
mar militants live close to water
holes which are basic for the
survival of wildlife. Part of the
grazing ground of the wildlife is
also taken by militants far their
activities. Above all militants also
partially depend on the wildlifg
for food and animal protein. Soma

of the wildlife militants used
to eat are endangered species.

Some trees and plants such
as aricanul, coconut and banana
are traditionally used wholly or
partly for street and house de-
coration purposes., This habit of
home gardens has been follo-
wad by the militants an thsa
coast. Deaths and viclories ars
celebrated with extensive street
decarations. Sometimes it extends
throughout the north and east pro-
vinces. There is also a growing
concern about this custom of green
decorations,

With the IPKF take-over of
Jaffna town, LTTE was forcad
to withdraw it's headquarters to
the Vanni jungles. For nearly
2 Years thay were forced to live
in jungle. This gave them gro-
wing familiarity with the jungle
gnviranment.

During the brief peace befors
the outbreak of Eelam war |,
LTTE had taken some steps to
protect the environment. Their
woman's front declared mangrao-
va forest areas of the Jafina
lagoon as protected bird sanc-
tuary. LTTE also controllad over
falling of trees in the homaes-
tead gardens and other agrofore-
stry. According to a news item
that appeared in The Island on
Juns 11, 1930, they have totally
banned felling of palmyrah had

margosa treas in the northern
islands, They have first imple-
mented condition on felling of

tregs in homestead gardens and
agroforestry * by forcing peopls
to plant double tha number of
trees befors applying for a par-

mit to fall tress. Then thay
have imposed a total ban in
some areas like islands whers

the environmental degradation is
vary high.

The IPKF/LTTE wars, the ex-
ception of the very early period,
mainly took place in  Vanni,
Trincomale, Batticaloa and Ampa-
rai district. [IPKF also used car-
pst bombing and systematic sh-
elling in the centres of the dense
forests. In some places jungle
areas were burned. In this per-
iod only LTTE mastered the jungle.
Later when they came to an
agreement with the Sri Lankap



 government, they were also allo-
“wed to use the Sinhalese side
~of the dry zone jungle to stage
war and  destabilize IPKF and
their supporters such as EPRLF
and TNA, the paramilitary col-
lactively formed by the anti LTTE
fractions of Tamil militant move-
ments.

This period the war extended
from the Tamil side to the Sin-
halesa side of the dry zone
jungles. The main battles bet-
ween TNA and LTTE took place
in the depths of Yala National
Parlk. This time LTTE also con-
solidated in Wilpatty Mational
Park in the north western pro-
vince. During this time they
also developed to control and
extended their activities in most

parts of the dry zone jungls,
evén in  Sinhalese dominated
areas. This extended the Eelam
war 1l 1o the entire dry zons

jungle areas of Sri Lanka.

Environmental concern of the
Tamil militants and the Sinhalese
security forces, seems to be
limited by ethnic boundaries.
Mews about environmental abu-
ses by Tamil militants in Yala
Mational Park appeared in news
media in the last week of May,
1890, The news appeared in the
Island on May 23, 1990, which
described it as follows: “'The
elephant found dead as it posed
a danger to illicit fellers of trees
for timbers... around 200 cart
loads of timber has been tran-
sported regularly.. . bulldozers hava
been used in logging operation,
According to the press ‘“‘large
herds of deer, sambhur and wild
buffaloes were dwindling. These
could have been slaughterad by
armed youths. "

The communal approach to
neture and environment is a ser-
ious defect in the approach of
the Tamil militants and then Sri
Lanka security personnel.

Pressure of the Tamil militant
activities on the environment of
the coastal region is very high
since the mid 1980's, With the
only exception of the Puttalam
lagoon, most of the rich, unin-
habited mangrove areas of Sri
Lanka are in the lagoon rich
coastal area of the north and east

provinces. After deslruction took
place through the century old
human activities, the richness of
coastal environment, such as
beaches, sanddunes and mangro-
ves exist without much desta-
bilization only in remole areas
lacking easy access.

When sea-based Tamil militant
activities increased they natur-
ally selected these remole coasls
for their clandestine sea based
activities., This extension of in-
tensive human activities caused
problems to the richest part of
the coastal environment. In the
name of anti guerilla activities
security forces also devastated
this area with shalling and aerial
bombing.

Similar development also took
place in the interior land of the
north and east provinces. These
provinces have a rich part of the
dry zone jungles of Sri Lanka.
Both guerilla activities of Tamil
militants and anti guerilla acti-
vitias of the security forces have
increased since the mid 1980's.
During the IFKF presence the
LTTE main body withdrew to the
jungle and both LTTE and IPKF's
war efforts  intensified in the
jungle.

The main part of the Eelam
war |l also took place in the
dry zone jungle, both inside and
outside tha north east provinces.
The notable development is in-
creasing control and war acti-
vities of the Tamil militants in
the dry zone jungles of adjoin-
ing Sinhalese areas.

According to the 96th annual
report for 1282 by Wildlife and
nature protection society, presen-
ted an May 18, "Willpattu National
Parls remains closed for the third
year now, and Yala Bolocks il
and |V remain inaccessible. Only
Yala Block | continuss to pro-
vide facilities for visitation and
observation.”

Willpattu Bungalow had no
occupation as the park was
closed and remains inaccessible
to visitors, Although the Pala-
tupana (%ala) bungalow had
remained accessible till May 1983,
the situation had deteriorated in
June and July last year. Baoth
these two national parks affec.

ted by the Eelam war Il wer®
mostly situated outside the north
and east provincas.

Other serious enviranmental
problems caused by the con-
fiict are the outcoms of the hos-
tilities between LTTE and Mus-
lim extremists and home guards
collaborating with security forces.
Muslim and Tamil civilians be-
came the targets. Thess con-
flicts caused much of the Mus-
lim and Tamil displacements in
the northern province. Eastern
displacement causad high stress
on the coastal environment
tost of the northern  Muslims
forced by the Tamil militants to
vacate their traditional villages are
displaced to the areas around
Puttalam lagoon, the one in the

area which is supporting Ilhﬂ
richest coastal environment, 1in-
cluding the largest mangrave

forest in Sri Lanka.
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DEBT

Making 3rd World Impotent

Sisira Wijesinghe
0SLO

peaking at the 90th Nobal

peaca  prize annivarsary
symposium here. Dr. Georgs,
associate director of the Ams-
terdam institute, said that IMF
and World Bank initiated debt
and structural adjustment pro-
grammes in the developing world
have deprived Third Warld nations
of most state functions, except
the maintenance of public order.

These programmes, she added,
have led to a net transfer of

capital from South to WNorth,
instead of a reduction of the
dabt. In fact, the overall debt
burden increased and caused

environmental destruction, un-
employment, drug traffic and in-
creased emigration to creditar
nations.

‘As long as banks which have
indirectly benefited from billions
in tax payers’ money are not
affected, they will still continue
10 receive huge intersst pay-
ments from Third World debtors,”
she said.

‘Indeed the attention of many
analysts is only drawn to Third
World debt in so far as it might
affect the global financial stab-
ility. The proof is that Latin
Amearican leaders no longer now
even gather to demand a re-

duction of their debt burden,
which was once an  snnual
rhetorical ritual in those coun-
tries’,

Meanwhile, the banks them-
solves have been ‘wildy over-
compensated’for their ill-advisad
lending, she argued. Since the
mid-1980s the banks have
avoided paying $ 40 billion to
$ 80 billion in taxss by creat-
ing ‘reserves’ for expected losses
on their outstanding credits to
less developed countriss.

¥ Sisira Wifesinghe Is & corres-
pondent far the Inter Press Sar-
vice with whose permission this
article fs reprinted.

As a result of the Third World debt
crisis, the World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund are the most
powerful political agencies in the world,

and are

not accountable to anyone,

according to Dr. Susan George of the

Metherlands-based
tute,

Transnational

Insti-

But 'during a nine-year period
(1981-1830) debt service re-
cejived by these banks amount-
ed to well over § 700 billion,’
George added.

The 'most powerful monetary
giants" have pressed many
Third World nations to devalue
their currencies when they ran
into debt problems, and to ex-
port raw materials regardless of
plummeting world market prices.

The public sector bureau-
cracies were reduced, thousands
of civil servants rendered jobless,
creating unemployment in  the

private sector as well, while
social budgets for health, edu-
cation, housing and transport

were slashed.

The United MNations Children's
Fund (UMICEF) has pointed out
that half a million children die
each year as a direct result of
tha debt crisis, she said.

Debtor nations ‘pay back their
debt in ruined livelihoods and
lost lives while the ealites are
sheltered abroad in dollars
marks or francs. Those with
foreign - bank accounts auto-
matically become rich at home,,
said George.

Indsbted Third World govern-
ments devote 25-60% of thair
axport revenues to debt service
and are simultansously directed
to devalue their currency. ‘The
only traditional function (the
banks) allow the local govern-
ment to remain in charge of

its maintaining internal social
control and public order.’
‘Over the past decads, both

IMF and thse World Bank have
assumed dramatically expanded
roles, especially in the policy
and decision making process of
the recipient as a result of the
debt crisis.’

‘Some Third Warld govern-
ments after learning which sids
their bread is buttersd on have
almost stopped trying to obtain
more. We now live in a world
where the IMF and the World
Bank, acting as surrogates for
the major creditors, have be-
come the planet’s most power-
ful political agencies,’ she em-
phasised,

Solving the debt crisis means
a vital step to making the
daily lives of millions of pot-
ential migrants worth staying at
home for, she said.

‘Usually in warfare, one has
the choice betwesan fighting and
surrender. But in this war, no
white flags can bs flown ba-

cause the option to surrender
does not exist.

But if the north I:G!'II]I'II._:IBS
for another decade, allowing

debt to wage undeclarad war
on the planet, in the vyear
2000, the 18-year-olds will
have known nothing but poverty,

(Continved on page 20)
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IVIF AND 3rd WORLD

Panaceas and public opinion

Sham Lal

ven as it strives hard to
Esull the image of & market-
oriented Indian economy abroad,

the government has 1o strain
every nsrve to sustain its own

image at home. It wanls 1o
convince the foreign investor
that it has the will to make

the new policy stick —this is
what the Prime Minister means
when he says tims and again
that there is to be no going
back on it — and take such fol-
low-up action as may he neces-
sary to make it work. At the
same time it is anxious to &s-
sure the public of its determina-
tion to keep in check the twin
dangers of inflation and unem-
ployment which often accompany
a transition to a fres economy.

It is idle to pretend that the
two jobs can be done with
eqgual facility. The question
whether the new policy marks
a sharp break with the past or
anly a8 new stage In an evolu-
tionary process, as MNarasimha
Rao will have it, is a mere
guibbling about words. The
real problem for the government
is. that the measures neecded
to win the confidence of the
foreign investor and the deci-
sions required to allay the fears
of the pubiic are at times dif-
ficult to reconcile.

The tensions resulting from
the contradictory pressures on
policy-making show themselves
in many ways — in murmuors of
dizszsent in the ruling party, in
the government’s extreme caution
in handling such explosive is-
sues as food subsidies and exit
policy and in the alacrity with
which it takes one step back-
ward after it has taken two
steps forward and finds that
the ground under its feet has
grown slippery.

A policy of half-measures and
uneasy compromises is nalurally
distasteful to those who are
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wholly opposed to the new
course or feal that it is not
being pursued energetically

enough. They have one decis-
ive advantage over the.govern-
ment since they are obliged
neither to choose between hard
optiens nor to mobilise sufficient
support, both inside and outside
the legislature, and thus sscure
the necessary democratic sanc-
tion for what they do. That is
why they can indulge in tha
intellectual luxury of &an all-or
-nothing approach.

This is not 1o argue that the
government is on the right track
or that it somehow manages to
strike the right balanca whenevar
its thinking is subjected to con-
trary pulls.

It is more to emphasise what
is all 1oo obvious: that the
new paolicy cannot be carried
out in the absence of a national
CONSEnsus,

rences of opinion on its pro-
priety, there is no doubt that
it can be easily thrown off

course by the obstructionist tac-
tics of any well-organised group.
Any increase in political tur-
bulence in the present situation
can indeed wreck ‘any policy
designed to pull the economy
out of the morass in which it
is stuck today.

What has saved the situation
so far is precisely the fact that
the overall reaction to the new
course has been preity subdued.

To some extent this is perhaps
the result of the low profile
cultivated by Marasimha Rao and
Manmohan Singh both of whom
make it a poinl not to provoke
or antagonise those who differ
from them. But partly it is also
due to a growing realisation in
the country that there is no
painiess way of mastering a
crisis created by too heavy a
debt burden and too unmana-
geable budegetary and balance

Whatever the diffe-

of payments deficits and that,
whatever the risks involved in
the new course, political insta-
bility can only add to these.
Among other factors, the new
scenario in Russia and Eastern
Europe and world-wide scram-
bie for foreign capital have had
a sobering impact on the public
mood.

This does not mean that tha
political truce which has pre-
valled so far can be taken for
granted. The hardsip suffered by
millions of poor and lower middle
class families because of the
steep increase in the costs of

living and the fear of lay-oifs
which haunts workers in obso-
lescent plants are a standing

invitation to opposition parties
to cash in on the growing re-
sarvoir of popular discontent.

The old ideological hang-ups
and the painful business of
having to shed old jllusions
meaka it particulary hard for the
Left groups fto reject this invi-
tation. That is why they are
so anxious to register their pro-
test against the new policy,

Whether they will go so far
as to create widespread indus-
trial unrest s still far from
certain since  they know that
this can only add to the
gravity of the economic crisis
and to their own difficulties in
West Bengal. Even so, the gov-
ernent cannct take any chances.
It will have to do what it can
to avoid a showdown for noth-
ing can derail the new policy
more effectively than industrial
strife, The change now under
way indeed demands something
mora than the skill needed to
drum up majarity support in any
division in Parliamant. [t calls
for a national consensus.

This does not mean a prior
agreement between the parties
an all controversial issues. All
it requires, in Mehru's days

{Continued on poge 20)



Pakistani Perspective

The new global scenario
General (retd) Khalid Mahmud Arif

he loss of one superpower has

been the gain of the other. Des-
pite the many imperfections of tha
communist order, a bipolar world
had an in-built element of check
on hoth the superpowers. There
was a ray of hope for all man-
kind that the political and mili-
tary excesses committed any
where on the globe will be
criticised and condemned if not
checked and prevented. The
Soviet collapse has removed
that safety wvalve. The United
Statas in now in a position fo
influegnce the warld affairs through
political pressure, coercive in-
timidation and selective morality

Far nearly half a century
communism and capitalism had
developed an adversary relation-
ship betwean them. Communism
has now ceasad to pose a threat
to the West. China, weak and
vulnerable, is involved in her
internal affairs and has neaver
exparted her philosophy to other
countries. Tiny pockets elsewhare
— Cuba, Albania ete., — may sur-
render to democracy soon. With
communism out of the way the
Western attention has been focu-
sed on the Islamic countries.
An upsurge of religion anywhera
is viewed with suspicion in the
West. Such countries are subjact
to political pressure and black-
mail from the US led developed
states directly and through ths
international financial institutions
which thay caontrol.

During the period 1979-1988,
the United States had little option
but to operate through Pakistan
to provide assistance to the
Afahan freedom fighters. The
.S, strategic objective was to
evict the Soviet forces from
Afghanistan. That aim achievad
she started to distance herself
from the internal conflict of that
country. For the Mujahideen the
exit of the Soviet forces wasonly a
partof the struggle. Their country

remains in turmoil. For Pakistan,
8 destabilised Afghanistan ra-
mains a source of anxiety. Thrae
million Afghan refugees remain
in Pakistan causing considerabla
burden on her meagre financial
resources. An early Afghan set-
tlement is important for regional
stability.

Those who feel that
India would be prepared
to dismantle her nuclear
establishment live in a
world of their own. [t
would be suicidal for
Pakistan to do so unila-
terally. The propasal of
a nuclear-free South Asia
has been overtaken by
time. There is need to
discussa nuclear-weapon
safe South Asia preposal
now.

The lraq war was avoidable,
General Schwarzkopf has publicly
admitted that it was fought to
strengthen |srael. The two mem-
ber Commission of Inquiry for
the International War Crimes
set up by Ramsay Clark has
observed that “the Bush adminis-
tration systematicaily manipulated
controlled and distorted the
media and the Prass covorags
of the Gulf war and did not
allow the correct picture to reach
the people. It has accused
Bush and his administration for
committing the “biggest war
crimes of the century’*. These
included the inhuman mass burial
of the Iragi wounded soldiers

against all norms of civil ba-
haviour.

The Gulf war
decline in the status of the
United Mations Organisation.
The UN Security Council became

witnessed a

8 glorified debating socioty will=
ing to surrender its authority
to a mighty hijacker. The collap-
sing Soviet Union aceepted the
Americen dictates, Just one veto
vate might have averted that
war, Hersin lies a danger for the
peace in the future. Ifonecoun-
try becomes the judge, tha jury
and the aibiter, any international
order based on fsuch a logic
many lead to a [new disorder.

The international equilibrium
has. changed Previously, to
contain the former Soviet Union,
America wished to befriend
China. The Soviet collapse has
now put the American heat
on China, at least temporarily.
China is too large a country to
be ignored for too long. She
is ideally located to influence
events in the world in general
and in the CIS, Japan, India
and South-East Asia in particular.

The Sovist collapse was a
blow to the Indian foreign policy.
Much to the delight of Was-
hington, India and U.S.A ars
busy developing a multi-direc-
tional relationship which was ns-
ver so closa ever since India gai-
nad independenca. These relations
are being expanded in the poli-
tical, economic and military
fislds, Politically, the U.S. Indian
honeymoon is projecting India
as a regional power and buil-
ding her up asa counterwsight
to China. To keep exploiting
the American sensitivity [ndia
may delay the settlement of her
border dispute with China.

As a guid pro gquo India no

longer criticises the American
military presence either in the
Gulf region. In the economic
field America has healped India
in securing loans warth S8 °
billian from the interpational

monatary agencias to overcome
her financial difficulties.  Tha
collaboration in the military fiseld
includes training facilitizs, sals
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of hardware to India, joint
planning, mutual surveillance
of target arsas and sharing of
intelligence covering areas lying
between the sensitive Persian
Gulf region in the west and no
less sensitive China in the east.
America has also provided to
India dual-purpose high technao-
lngy computers to be used in
her weapon-oriented nuclear and
missile programmes. A flurry of
top-level high and low visibil-
ity wvisits berween the military
brass of the two countriss has
set the parameters of  their
military cooperation.

The devsloping Indo-U.S. con-
nection has further emboldened
India to browhbeat her neighbours.
Her interfrence in Sindh, Pakis-
tan, continuas unabated. She
accuses Pakistan of providing
help to the disputed gtate of
Kashmir who have risen in re-
volt against the denial of their
fundamental rights to decide
their future. A state-sponsored
tarrorism has baen let |loose on
them by India in which people
are killed, women are rapad
houses are demalished and the
international human rights agen-
cies are denied entry in the
state to investigate the atrocities
committed by the administration,

Kashmir and Punjab are the
self-inflicted injuries which are
hurting, India. She wants to
axternalise her internal problems
by falsely implicating a foreign
hand. Hindu fundamentalism is
on the on rise in India. This is
evident from the composition of
her perliament. India is also
facing a danger of disintegration
from within.  Sikkim, Assam.
Tamil Nadu and Punjab are symp-
toms of such a process. In her
own interest India should learn a
lesson from the disinteration of
the erswhile Soviet Unian. Her
naighbours wish her well in
maintaining her unity in their
own interest. They would like
to have a stable and friendly
India in the subcontinent to
enable this ragion to fight its
COmmon enemy — poverty,

China waould come under in-
creasing American pressure on
one pretext or the other. The
reasons could be human ‘rights
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violations, the issue of copy-
rights and patents or the ex-
port of some technologies which
do not find favour with the
United States of America. For
India, the era of Hindi-Chini
Bhai Bhai is dead and closed.
She has now joined the Ameri-
can bandwagon to encircle her

Asian rival. The other links in
this chain -are Japan, South
Korea, Burma and Tibet. Remem-

ber the MNobel Prize award to
the distinguished Burmese lady
and the recent meeting of the
Dalai Lama with the British Prime
Ministar? India, Burma and Ti-
bet can be used as a base to
create trouble in China.

India had =2 strong bilatara re-
lationship with lrag. The Gulf war
had as much isolated India from
the Arab countries in the Gulf
region as she was earlier isola-
ted during the decede long Afg-
han struggle against the farmer
Soviet Union. The new develop-
ing U.S5. connection may be
used by India to penstrate the
oil-rich Gulf countries to further
her long-term strategic goals in
the region.

The people of Algeria have
been denied their right to chooss
a government for themselves
through the process of free
ballet. The prospect of a rightist
government coming to power
was not acceptable to the powers
which call the political tune in
that African country. Surprising-
Iy, the Western countries have
not reacted sharply about thae
demise of democracy in Algaria,

The reason 5 not difficult to
assess. Selsctivea morality is at
work,

The U.S5. lran relations re-

main unsatisfactoty. The U. 5.
military presence in the Gulf is
a source of concern for lran.
For the duration of the Ameri-
can presence in the Gulf region
Iran‘s raelations with America are
unlikely to undergo a significant
change.

The collapse of Yugoslavia
has put to test the effectiveness
of the European unity. It also
highlights the usefulness of the
effective internal leadership. That

country is differant from what

it was undser Tito.

Such are the obtaining reali-
ties. Politically, America has
emerged as the only pre-eminent
power, at least for the present.
Economically, despite the strains
on the American economy, &
tri-polar world has coms to the
fore with U. 5. sharing the ho-
nours with Germany and Japan.

The two economic giants
Germany and Japan are knock-
ing at the U.N, door for perma-
nent seats in the Security Council.
Japan has recently passed a law
parmitting her for the first time
since 1945 to send her military
forces abroad as a part of the
U.N. peace force.

Germany and Japan had finan-
cially supported the U.5. led
military operations against lIrag.
These two countries will play
Increasingly important roles in

the world affairs, even when
they are not military powers
vet,

In the prevailing geo-strategic
scenario Pakistan’'s foreign policy
has come under stress. The
world events have moved faster
than her anticipation. Beset with
internal political difficulties, the
external developments have been
relegated to the back burnar,
During tha gqulf war, a pap exis-
ted between the government
response and the public expec-
tations aroused by wvested inte-
rests. The government launched
a damage control operation a
little too late. The war placed
Pakistan in an unhappy situation.
She sent military forces to Saudi
Arabia and was yet callad a
reluctant partner in combat, a
fealing which continues to linger
in the Gulf region.

Pakistan-U.S. relations are at
a low ebb. It is not uncomman
for the two countries to differ
with each other but therg is no
naed for them to be hostile or
acrimonious. Prudence demands
that the issues under dispute
be discussed quietly and com-
prehensively through diplomatic
channels and not in the Press.
Motwithstanding Pakistan's cur-



rent economic difficulties, tha
stoppage of the Amarican aid
Is not the end of the world,
The United States has played
this game before and Pakistan
Is used to facing such a pres-
sure. Such a jolt is not without
a silver lining. It gives a much
needed reminder that all fareign
aid has strings attached to it
and there is no substitute to
standing on one's own feet.

Pakistan’s response to Ameri-
ca should be mature and digni-
fied. If America wishes to
discontinue with the aid lat her
do so. |t would be wrong to
compromise principles for the
sake of expediency. Pakistan
respects the laws of other coun-
tries. The Pressler Amendment
impinges on the sovereignty of
Pakistan and, therefors, she has
every right to condamn it. Would
America like any country to legis-
late a one country law directed
against her?

America claims that India and
Pakistan are de facto nuclear
powears. Thesa two countries,
therefore, deserve equal treat-
ment. MNuclear prolifaration in
South “Asia has become a fact
of life. Those who feel that
India would be prapared to dis-
mantle her nuclear establishment,
vast and expanding as it is, live
in a8 world of their own. It
would be suicidal for Pakistan
to do so unilaterally. The pre-
vailing realities indicate that the
proposal of a nuclear-fres South
Asia has been overtaken by time.
There is a need now to discuss
a proposal of creating a nuclear-
weapon safe South Asia. This
would be a pragmatic approach
to prevent nuclear blackmail in
the subcontinent.

Any technology eonce spread
cannaot be erased. Human bra-
ins cannot be wiped clean. |If
the nuclear have states ara ge-
nuinely interested in a non-
proliferation regime they should
set the pace and implement their
own obligations under Article 6
of the NPT to prove their bona-
fides, Then alone would they be
justified to plead the cause of
nuclear non-proliferation.

Foreign policy begins at homa.
There is no substitute for inter-
nal cohesion and unity. Politi-

cal differances are a part of a
democratic process. These oug-
ht to be resolved through ds-
mocratic means. There is no
place for gutter politics in a
democratic order, And, regretful-
Iy therais plenty of it in Pakistan.
The Government-opposition rela-
tion have nose-dived. [|f dema-
cracy is to flourish both will
have to mend their ways. Tha
government is expected to show
tolerance towards the opposition

public mandate rule for a pra-
scribed term and that its own
place is to occupy the opposi-
tion benchas for that period.
Political battles should ba fou-
ght politically in the parlisment
or legally in the courts of law.

They should not be taken to
the strasts. What the opposi-
tion did in the parliament an

December 19, 1991 did not en-
hance the cause of democracy.

Its undignified beshaviour was a
shame. Let us rise
and do something better. We
can do it.

and act fairly towards ons and
all. matter of

The opposition ought to learn
that the gavernmeant enjoys the

The Guv’nor takes a holiday
— no exchange problem

The Guv'nor purrs, his car purrs

At the crossing, waiting for the train >

Deep in his cushions, he sees the Tea Maids

Curl colour from the misty glades

Then descend with their pluck. ‘
|

What are they to him, not nymphs
MNor sirens even though thay sing
Tripping bare fast in silvar anklets
Past the running spring?

Mo, just fifty kilos of leaves and a bud

That with luck, may be, will be _
With firing & fragrance |
(Value added) ten kilos of tea |

The Guv'nor thinks (even on lholiday)
Fifty kilos for just fifty chinks

Isn't 2 bad factor input

What's then the snag?

The cost of P says the WEB

Is twice the Frea MP,

i State management they say’'s the drag

So you need a Private Eye.
(The Guvnor's glass to his own glass eys

Reveals no inflation & whats more

He reports 5 percent growth!

But poverty? That he =ays is only sloth)
High managemesnt overheads?

Change the pillow for the ache in the head
The World Bank saith.

The Guv'nor dozes, zeeing dollars fall

From the leaf baskets, and the train clatters
(Ha, that train needs World Bank attention)

The Mymphs chatter by, as the car horns call
He decides there'll be travellers cheguas for all.

U. Karunatilake

past
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MEDIA

De-Colonising News

Martin Khor Kok Peng

ow we perceive the world's
Hevents and trends to &
large extent determines our
responses. Much of the news
that is read worldwide comes
from a few agencies or maga-
zines controlled by the West.
As a result, there is 2 dominance
of Wast-centric analysis that
often distorts reality, especially
where the Third World s
concerned.

For instance, the 1980s have
been portrayed in the western
media a5 a decade of boom
for the “‘world economy’. Yet
the ecaonomies in most of the
Third World were declining due
to the debt crisis and falling
commodity prices. The Uruguay
Round is overwhelming por-
trayed as a hbattle over farm
subsidies. Yet for the Third
World the real issue was the
Wesl's attempt to pry open
Third Warld markets for weastern
service companies and  for
foreign investars by expanding
the powers of GATT into new
areas, The Panama invasion or
the Gulf War are portrayed by
the American media as a good
versus evil fight, but from a
Third World perspective it may
be perceived as a demonstration

that the Waest is prepared to
use brutal force to get the
Third World to ‘tos its ling’

and to ensure continued domi-
nance over world resources.

For the past five vyears; a
group of Third World journalists
and citizens’ associations have
been trying to break the West's
media by making available news
reports and analyses from the
South, and circulating them in
both the South and the MNarth.

The Third World Network falt
that it was not enough to
complain about western, media

contral, so it started a simple
news exchange system by invi-
ting journalists and thinkers
{mainly from the Third Warld)
to contribute to a Third World
Metwork Features Service. Today
the service provides four features
weekly, is published in English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese,
Hindi and Bengali and distribu-
ted to about a thousand news-
papers, magazines and citizens’
groups around the world. Thay

appear regularly in countrias
like India, Tanzania, Jamaica,
Uruguay, Kenya and lran and

arg alzo occasjonally picked up
by established western newspa-
pers such as the [(nternational
Herald Tribune and the Guardian
{London) and World Press Re-
view.

The features are  written
mainly by Third World writers,
development activists and envi-
ronmentalists, and they bring
the activities and perspectives
of Third World citizens, asso-
ciations and thinkers to the
world public. The features have
for instance given prominence
to the grassroots battles in
many Third World countries to
savae the environment from nor-
thern financed development pro-
jects. They have provided in-
depth analysis of economic
affairs such as the debt crisis,
increasing poverty and the
Uruguay Round negotiations,
from a Third World perspective.
Equally important, they have
highlighted the grassroots ini-
tiatives aof Third World commu-
nities and groups in promoting
appropriate technology, organic
farming, innovative credit systems
for the poor, alternative and
indigenous health systems and
cooperative housing.

Recently, the Third World
Network began publishing two
magazines, available in either

English or Spanish, the monthly
Third World Resurgence and the
fortnightly Third World Econo-
mics. Both aim to be a forum
through which southern pers-
pectives can bs promoted and
thus gein a fairer representation
in the international market place
of ideas, as well as provide
a guide to citizens’ associations
both in the South and North
as to what Third World groups,
communities and intellectuals
are doing and thinking.

Third World Resurgence aims
to provide Third Waorld analysis
on a wide range of issues in-
cluding the environment, health
and basic needs, international
affairs, economics and culture.
Its inaugural issue in September
1990 focused on “Seeing Green
Through Third World Eyes" and
carried articles hy .Jose Lut-
zenberger (Latin America’s well-
known ecologist, now Brazil's
Environment Minister) on da-
forestation and sudden ecologi-
cal collapse; an analysis by
Indian environmentalist Vandana
Shiva on aglobal warming and
MNorth-South relations; by Malay-
gsian  activist Mohamed |Idris
warning of how the political
and commercial elite were co-
apting the green label to par-

petuata  their destruction of
nature; and reports of  how
communities in the Third

World are defending both the
environment and their basic
rights. Subsequent issues of

Resurgence have highlighted how
the Uruguay Round is threate-
ning the sovereignty of Third
Waorld countries: why the East-
West rapproachment has dange-
rous implications for the Third
World: how the Gulf Crisis is
perceived so differently when
geen from the South -as con-
trasted with the MNorth; the
impact of 800 years of coloni-
sation as we approach the

18



quincentenary of Colombus' lan-
ding in the Americas; and the
plight of the world's indigenous
paople.

Third World Economics on tha
othetr hand aims to fill a long
felt need for alternative, Third
World oriented news analyses
on economic events and affairs
both at the international and
national levels. Much of the
dominant coverage of such critical
trends as the dabt crisis, the
commadity price decline, the
growing power of transnational
companies, the widening rich-
poor gap, the moves towards
privatisations and deregulation,
are all MNorth oriented and esta-
blishment oriented. The fortnight-
ly provides speedy but indepth
analysis of current affairs in
Maorth-South economic relations.
Its early issues have focused
especially on providing a blow-
by-blow week-by-week analysis
of the Uruguay Round talks in
Geneva and Brussels. The maga-
zine gave a detailed account of
how the GATT talks broke down
in Brussels and the implications
for the Third World. The maga-
zine also covers a wide range
of Maorth-South issues (invest-
ment, transnational corporation
practices, debt and finance, tech-
nology and intellectual proparty
rights, trade and commodity
prices) as well as the national
dimension of development (pove-
rty, rural development, social in-
aqualities, basic needs problems,
and alternative development stra-
tegies). Third World Economics
is meant for development groups,

research institutes and econo-
mists.
For the specialist, the Third

World Metwork publishes the
SUNS (South-Narth Development
Monitor), a daily bullatin on
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South-Morth issues produced in
Geneva by vateran Indian journ-
alist and analyst Chakravarthi
Raghavan. The SUANS had been
founded in 1980 and published
until 1989 by IEDA. It is wid-
ely read and respectad by Third
World economic diplomats con-
ducting negotiations in UNCTAD,

GATT and other fora, and is a
valuable resource for policy

makers and economic researchers.

(Third World Network, 87 Can-
tonment ARoad, 710250 Penang
Malaysia, Fax: 804-368106; Spa-
nish editions: Roberto Bissio,
fnstituto del Tercer Mundo, Miguel
del Corro 7461, Montevideo
17200, Uruguay; SUNS: Chakra-
varthi Raghavan, Palais des
Mations, Room C-504, 1271
Gensva 70, Switzerfand)

Making. . .
{Continued from page 13)

austerity and total social dis-
integration.
‘Islamic  Jihads and Shining

Paths are only ths beginning,’
she said in reference to armed
rebel groups active in the
Middle East and in Peru.

The answer is not in
couraging the elites to -fallow
in Morth’s reckless path to
growth while the poor try to
survive a few more days by
cutting down a few maore trees.
Debt causes poverty and povarty
is & luxury we can no longer
afford,” she concluded,

an-

— Third World Network
Features/IPS

Panaceas and. ..

(Continued from page I 4}

is an approach to - prolems
which seeks to reduce the area
of disagreement. In effect this
amounts to keeping the opposi-
tion to a particular policy within
bounds where it cannot be marg-
inalised. This ought not to ba
too difficult today when, what-
ever their public rhetoric, most
parties can see how sevaraly
limited are the options bafore
the country.

The two main reasons far the
increasing debility of the political
system are the prodigeous in-
crease in the demands beaing
made on it and the tendency of
organised groups to seek red-
ress of their grievances outside
the limits imposed by it. The
problem is by no means pecu-
liar to this country though its
size and diversity make it look
altogether more forbidding here.
In view of the increasing strain
on the political system, the only
way in which the parties can halp
it to perform better, I3, ag
Claus Offe, the well-known Ger-
man social thinker, has cogently

argued, for them to find new-
ways of cooperating through
informal discussions  “‘shielded

from publicity.”

What is decisive, ha rightly con
tends, is “‘whether the organi-
sed interests affected by state
policy are prepared to renounce
the obstructional potential {which)
they possess in  great measure
aven as the interdependencies
resulting from a given policy
bacome more and more extensive
The turn of events in this eoun-
try seems to have put this very
question at the top of the
national agenda,



MEDIA

The Indian Debate

Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar

The recent agitation by soms journalists’ unions over
the running of the NMavbharat Times has focussed attention
on threeissues touching press freedom — the relationship bet-
ween newspaper owners and editors, the extent. to which
politicians should get involved in press matters, and the
right to translate copy. The Sunday Times of India asked
prominent journalists, owners, lawyers and politicians their
views on these three matters, getting away from the
specifics of the Navbharat Times dispute to'the broader issues.

Maost owners refused to be
interviswed, and this biases
our survey against them, but they
have only themselves to blame.

Most senior journalists upheld
the right of proprietars to lay
down the editorial paolicy and
make major changes. Cho Rama-
swamy was particularly forth-
right in saying that a proprie-
tor could not be expected to

take financial risks merely to
promote tha opinion of his edi-
taor. Girilal Jain felt that tha
importance attached to the edi-
tor's supremacy was a particu-
larly Indian concern arising out
of socialist ideas. However, thers
were differing opinions on the
fnght of proprietors to interfere
in day-to-day matters. Many felt
It was wrong, would lowar
lournalistic standards, and affact
tha people’s right to know.

India has more than 20,000
journals, most of them small and
edited by the owners. Even in
blgua_r journals, owners are pro-
gressively becoming editors. So
the owner-editor controversy is
actually limited to a small (but
Impartant) section of the press.
The freedom of expression means
that anybody is free to start and
to edit a journal. in larger ones.
awners typically hire staff. Can
they be deprived of control be-
cause they hire editors instead
of doing the job themselves?
This would probably be uncon-
stitutional and a departure from
international democratic norms.

Freedom to start a journal
extends to sectional interests |ike

political parties, trade organisa-
tions and members of a parti-
cular religion or region. Mo-
body suggests that the aditor
of a political party’s journal
should be independent of the
ownar. MNor would anyone ex-
pect this of a journal run by any
sectional interast. Why, then is
editorial independsnce often de-
manded for the big newspapars,

The reason for this goes well
beyond free expression for ow-
ners. There are other issues like
the right of the people to know,
and the importance of high stan-
dards in the press. People nesd
at least some jourpals whers
pressures from advertisers, poli-
ticians, business interasts and
sactarian interests are minimal.

However, it is hardly possible
to legislate independence for
editors in a few elite journals
of sectional interests to be con-
tralled by owners. As Christo-
pher Thomas of The Times says
high standards are best dealt
with at the ethical and profes-
sional levels. In the long ruin
proprietarial interferonce dimin -
shes quality and will cause a
drop in credibility and circulation.

If owners are deprived of
editarial contral, Thomas says.
many will lose interest in star-
ting new journals. diminishing
the number of papers and jobs
for journalists. This will warsen
rather than improve the freedom
of expression. )

Another likely cutcoma would
be for owners to appoint family
members or- supine yes-men as

editors. So the outcome would
be a fall in the number of editor-
ships available for professional
journalists. Some people, like
M. V. Kamath, fesl that even
knowledgeble owners are notin
same class as professional edi-
tors. Experience suggests other-
wise., Owner-editors like Aroon
Purie of [ndia Today and Ashok
Advani of Business India, with
no previous experience of jour-

nalism, have beaten their pro-
fessional rivals hollow. Thare
area far more cases of owners

succeeding than failing,

Khushwant Singh says that
editors are generally subject to
much more pressure in  India
than abroad. | mysself have
baan and editor twice, and can
testify that some proprietors
apply pressure to satisfy their
political, business and personal
interests. In many mofussil to-
wns | have visited owners (and
alas journalists are regarded as
rackateers. One way to promote
excellence unhampered by pre-
ssures would be to have jour-
nals owned by journalists. like
te Monde in France and The
Independent in Britiain. A pos-
sible source of funds could be
venture capital funds designed
ta finance high-risk investmeants —
thezse are just coming up in
India. | suspect the biggeast prob-
lemn will be not funding but the
willingness of top journalists to
forsake hiagh salaries for the risk
of a business wventure,

Mext, the issue of the press
versus politicians. To what ex-
tent should journalists try and
get politicians to support them
in their internal struggles against
owners? Most people intervie-
wed by us including politicians,
felt it was undesirable. The
exception was |awyer Rajesy
Dhawan, whao felt that press
freedom included the freedom of
journalists from control by owners,
Most also felt it was wrong
for Journalists to get- housing

21



and other perks from the govern-
ment, as this would erode their
independence.

Paoliticians are usually happy
to support agitations by journ-

alists, In some cases, this is
for legitimate reasons, but in
many cases they want to
ingratiate themselves with jour-
nalists, hoping 1o get a
good press in return. Most
journalists in small towns are

compromised by their association
with particular politicians, and
it is worrying to see that cancer
spread to large, national dailies
oo,

It is tempting for unions to
use political connections to raise

their living standards and win
the industrial disputes. But do
the journalists of these unions

really believe that, given the right
to interfers, politicians will stop
at just trade union issues? No,

they will inevitably want to start
intervening in editorial matters
too, and that will represent a
deadly danger to press freedom.
Most respondents upheld Parlia-
ment's rights to indict journals
far breach of privilege, but felt
this power should be used judi-
ciously. Ram Jethmalani empha.
sised the need for Parliament
to codify its privilepes instead
of leaving them open-ended,
covering everything.

Journalists can  legitimately
ask the government to intervene
if owners violate labour laws.
The worst violations take placa
in the thousands of smaller
provincial journals, According to
a recent article in Sunday Maif,
journalists in smaller Hindi news-
papers are hired only as casual
workers, sometimes purely on
oral contract. The irony is that
public attention usually focusses

on large papers that are the
highest paymasters and have
strong unions that thwart labour
law wiolations.

Finally, the issue of transiating
English articles into other lan-
guage. Most people inerviewed
agreed that it would be wrong
to place any legal constraints
on this. But V.P. Vaidik of Bha-
sha, the Hindi news agency,
voiced the wview of many in
saying that translations must

not be the staple of any
journal. Some alse argued
that it would impede the

growth of vernacular nevwspa-
pers. However, translations
cut the cost of publishing,
and are vital to keep alive
struggling papers,

In the long rung, | am certain
translations will be defeated by
original writing in Indian lan-
guages.
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Agricultural Extension — the
link in Janasaviya

Ranjit Mulleriyawa

Janasaviyﬂ is tha maost ambi-
lious poverty alleviation pro-
gramme yet to be launched in
this country. It is in essencs
a participatory approach to rural
development targsted at the poo-
rest and most underprivileged
sectors of the population. Jana-
saviya operates on the premise
that the combined delivery of
consumption benefits (amounting
to Rs 1,458 perfamily per month},
capital and technical assistance
for investment and income gener-
ation to poor households will
gnable them to break out from
the constraints that poverly
creates.

An  objective analysis of the-
Janasaviya programme’s perfor-
mance during t he first two year-
would seem to indicate that re-
sults achieved have fallen short of
expectations in  many areas,
Inadequacy and ineffectiveness
of the technical assistance com-
porent appears to have been
major factors stifling programme
performance.

Major constraints

Agriculture is the primary occu-
pation of most Janasaviya bane-
ficiaries living in rural areas.
Increasing agricultural production
is therefore essential for any
meaningful improvement in socio-
economic status and gquality of
the rural poor. The biggest con-
straint to increasing agricultural
production in the peasant sector
is the absence of an effec-

tive agricultural extension
service, Our village level ag-
ricultural extension service has

The Author is an agronomist holding
a Masters® degree in agriculture. He
alse poisesses over 25 years' experi-
ence in agrickitore and raral develop-
ment in South and South East Asia,
Mo mere technocrar, he has been a
small farmer  himsell  cultivating a
two hectare plot of land in the dry
zone for ten years and experiernced
the realities- of life at grass roor
fevell
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never been very strong. How-
ever, it has now been rendered
totally ineffective following the
recent absorption of Krushikarma
Viyapiha Sevakas (village level
extension workers) into  the
‘Grama Niladhari' cadre. The
Grama Miladhari is now called
upon to play two conflicting
roles — axtension and control.
Human nature being what it is,
exercising  control  functions
aften take precedence over ex-
tension! Result? The peasant
farmer has virtually no one to
advise him on agricultural mat-
tars.

Thanks  to .Janasaviya, credit
is now freely available to the
poar in areas where Janasaviya
is operational. Unfortunately,
many of these people are una-
ble to effectively utilise this
credit for income generating ac-
tivities because there is no ex-

tension support, Let's lake a
few cases in point — Ridimali-
yedda AGA division in Badulla

district has only two Agricultu-
ral Instruciors to service 6,200
farmer families spread owver an
area of 370 Sg. Kilometers |
Mikawerativa also has two Agric.
Instructars called upon to serve
9000 farmers (4,800 of whom
are Janasaviya beneficiarias).
These are clearly impossible tasks.

Farmer Extensionists

If Janasaviya is to bear fruit
and achieve its laudabls objec-
tives, it is esszential that imme-
diate steps be taken to fill the
void in agricultural extension
at village level. A logical solu-
tion to bridging this extension
gap would seem to be the
training and deployment of far-
mer extensionists (similar to
barefoot Doctors) to  service
small, activity centred groups
of farmers (Functional groups).
The objective in such a commu-
nity based extension service Is
not to train agricultural expearts,
but to provide farmer represen-

missing

tatives with adeqguate basic
knowledge and skille needed
to improve their present farming
systems. Tha goal in such an
approach, is not to davelop
the peoplas’ agriculture, but to
teach them a process by
which they can develop their
own agriculture,

Janasaviya beneficiaries
to be the most marginalized,
poorest  and least  articulate
segment of our rural population.
If their needs are to be ade-
quately met, they require ssr-
vices which are easily acecessi-
ble. A community-based extens-
ion service involving trained
Farmer Extensionists ensures sasy
access o extension.

tend

Training Farmer
Extensionists

Tradition al class room oriented,
lecture type training. will not
do for this type of individual.
They would respond best to
participatory approaches to train-
ing with heavy emphasis on on-
farm demonstrations and on-farm
adaptive research. Such training
is best conducted within their
respective communities and it
will take at least two cropping
seasons to turn out a competent
farmer extensionist, Cost of
such training will be no more
than Rs 15-16 per Janasaviya
family per month over a two
year period. This is barely one
per cent of the monthly dole
received by each Janasaviya
family at present. Should thers
be any reluctance to even ex-
periment with the above pro-
posal, it would do well to recall
the following:

“Progress in human affairs,
whether in science, or his-
tory, or in society, has
come largely from the bold
readiness of human beings
not to accept pieccemeal
solutions to  the way
things are done, but ta
offer fundamental challen-
ges in the name of re-
son to the accepted way
of doing things........”
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Loans for Janasaviya Receipients

Loans for self-employment
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Loans for NYSM Members

Loans for fishermen

all aimed at the re-generation of the

majority of the nation who were

hitherto neglected
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