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M ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

Thera is laughtar and light banter amongsi these Tobacco is the industry that brings employment to
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco the second highest number of people, And these
leaf in a barn. [t is ome of the hundreds of such people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco

barns spread out in the mid and upcountny grawers and those who wark for them, on the land

interrmediate zone where the arable land remains and in the barns.
fallw duning the off season. For them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful worl,
Here, with careful nuriuning, tobacco grows as a a comfortable life and a secure future. & good
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn 1o enough reason for laughter.

gold... to the value of over Rs. 250 millicn or more
annually, f=r perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

B Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.

e,

e
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Briefly . . .

To probe massacres

President Premadasa ' has
appointed a three man com-
mittee headed by former
Appeal Court Judge D.G.
Jayalath to investigets the
mass killings of Muslim vill-
agers at Alanchipotana and
the reprisal killing of Tamils
at Muthugala and Karapola.
A total of 130 people died
in these hamlets.

The LTTE is suspected
have begun the killings. The
committee whose other two
members are Major Ganeral
Balaratnaraja of the army and
SSP Abdul Majeed of the
Police will also look into a
possible lapse on the part of
those providing security for
the villages.

1o

Islandwide Opposition
meetings

Following the Government's
refusal to permit parliament-
ary debates on ex-DIG Udu-
gampola’s revelations and the
report of the Elections Com-
missioner, the joint Opposi-
tion has decidad to hold is-
landwide protest meetings.
The first meeting will be at
Kandy on May 29.

People support UNP

policies — President

President Premadasa told
UMP delegates at their con-

farence in Galle that the
people would continue to
support the policies of the

party even if all the leaders
left the UNP and joined the
Opposition,

The President sald that
there was an ara when top-
rankers used their influence
to allow smuggling, money
laundering, pilferage etc. These
slements could not engage
in these rackets after his
government came into power
and that was the reason
for their desperate attempis
to oust him from power, he
said.

Make it operative,
says Thonda
Tourism Minister and CWC
boss Saumyamoorthy Thonda-

man wants the government
to make the legislation which

has made Tamil also an
official language, operative.
He said so at the Tamil
Sahitya Festival '92 which

was inaugurated by President
Premadasa.

“Tamil speaking ministers
and MPs can set the example
by helping the Tamil people
to conduct their business
with the Governmentin Tamil',
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India has not asked

India has not made a for-
mal request for the extradi-
tion of LTTE leader Velupil-

lai Prabhakarnn and his intel-
ligence chief Pottuamman,
Foreign Secretary Barnard

Tillekeratne told a press con-
ference. The two Tiger lea-
ders are wanted for the mur-
der of former Indian Prime
Ministar Rajiv Gandhi.

Drug crisis
Government hospitals are
actualy short of drugs. At
least 40 essential drugs are
not available. They have not

| been available for more than

one year, according o @&

leading physician (who was
not named) in a Sunday

Times report. The nen-avail-
able drugs including life-
saving injections and anti-
biotics, the doctor said. Poor
patients were badly affected
because they were now forced
to buy highly expensive drugs
In the market outside.

Selected for
rehabilitation

About 120 detainees in the
island have been selected for

an advanced rehabilitation
program. After the program
they will be released an
official said. About 1800
more await rehabilitation.
LTTE Ban

Replying a question raised

| in the Rajya Sabha by Dr

Subramanian Swamy, Home
Minister Chavan said that
he had been misguoted. A
decision to ban the LTTE,
or not to ban it, would be
made by the Cabinet soon,
he said. Tamil Madu Chief

Minister Jayalalitha described
this apparent lack of convic-
tion on the part of the
central government as ‘‘des-
tressing.”
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HOW TO TRAP
THE TIGER?

Mervyn de Silva

fter the massacres at Weli-

kande with well over 100
Muslim and Tamil dead, the war
in the north and east has ssat-
tled down to its usual pace
— ten to twenty deaths a week,
more “terrorists’ than soldiers
but little relief in numbers or
ethnic identity to the rest of
the island. Indian and Tamil-
nadu politics have caught the
eye of the newspaper reader in
Sri Lanka all because the LTTE
is once more a major issue in
India. To ban or not to. ban.

Chief Minister Jayalalitha who
has every reason to fear the
LTTE and its machinations in
fMadras, insists that the Central
government must proscribe the
‘Tigers' on the evidence that
was accepted by the Tamilnadu
court that heard the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, and ordered
Prabhakaran and Pottu Amman,
his intelligence chief, to sur-
render to court,

If India bans the ‘Tigers’, ma-
ral and diplomatic pressure on
Sri Lanka, a SAARC member,
to do so too may be quite
strong, especially if other SAARC,
COMMOMNWEALTH ordonor coun-
triess join in that campaign of
pressure. So why then does the
Centre ignore the mounting pres-
sure from Tamilnadu. Mr. Chavan
told the press that a final ans-
wer will be given after the mat-
ter is discussed with Prime Minis-
ter MNarasimha Rao. The date
mentioned in the Indian press
was May 21.

Educated guesswork strongly
suggests that the Indian govern-
ment is unlikely to proscribe the
LTTE. Onereason given to western
diplomats in Delhi is that such
@ slep may get the government

«ugh. Yet, it

entangled in court proceedings
that would do the Congress
party no good. There are enp-
ugh learned lawyers in India to
challenge the proscription order.
After all, the LTTE is NOT a
registered party. Even in Sri
Lanka, the LTTE stood proscri-
bed for 2 years or less, under J.R.

The other question is extradi-
tion, Will the Indian government
relying on the evidence presen-
ted at the trial, request Prabha-
karan’s  extradition? Whatever
for? How does ane extradite

a man whom some 60,000
Indian troops, including elite
comandos. failed to catch ?

Bradman Weerakoon, Presidential
Adviser on International Relatio-
ns stated in a recent 0.P.A.
lecture “the real problem is
catching the fellow'. Fair eno-
doesn't preclude
the Indian government from ban-
ning LTTE and/or requesting the
extradition of Prabhakaran, under
Commonwealth agreements.

A decision not to take any
such steps may be influenced
by tactical thinking at the highest
levels in Delhi. Only Prasident

he long VESAK holiday delayed this

issus of the LG, |t helped us 1o
include this brief comment on thas
Indian ban. As Bradman Weerakoan

azked how to catch the chap? Dalhi
can invoke Commonwealth agreament
but the physical act of arrest |s an-
ather matter, Send our army to Jaffna?
Ask for |Indian help? Iz that what
Delhl really wants besides placating
Chicf Ministar Jayalalitha, now run-
ning scarad? Assallad on itz economic
poficies by Right, Left and Centre,
1t1he minority Congress could not ignore
Br,

Premadasa (and Colombo) would
then have achannel of comu-
nication to Prabhakaran, and
nobody can bes blind enough
not to recognise that Prabhakaran
remains a major player in the
game. The other groups, nearly
all pro-Indian or under direct
Delhi influence, openly or not
-0 openly, don't count for any-
thing in the guerrilla game.
They have spokesmen in Colombao
and can be deployed at the right
time either in the House or in
any dialogue on a settlement.
Although Delhi can count on
Sinhala parties, political person-
alities, organisations, NGO's,
sections of the media and opi-
nion-making groups and indivi-
duals its hand is strategically
weak — it has no trumps. Blood-
thirsty and tough and intrans-
sigent, the LTTE is the ‘ace’ in
the pack.

As one of
of a crack

the commanders
Indian countsr-ter-

rorist unit which fought in the
IPKF's “Eelam War” observed,
President Premadasa has the

advantage because he reads the
mind of the ‘Tiger’ hest.

New Development

¥et, the LTTE ban may be just what
the DMK's Karunanidhi wanted. As
our spacialist writer on Tamil move-
ments D. P. Sivaram observes he was
MARAVAN MADAL. the spokesmen of

Tamil militancy and militarism, tha
twin of Tamil sscessionism. Whila
Delhi's decision may prove a mistake,
the Iimmediata effect is mounting
Sinhala pressure on President Prema-
dasa, which could be what Delhi had
in mind,



SOUTHERN FRONT

The forces the opposition
has mobilised and fielded, lack
coardination. In fﬂ(‘.t, some of
the main anti-Premadasa units
are in disarray. Or have |ost
spirit. There are several skirmi-
shes going on, and on so many
fronts, (students, marches, demos,

protest campaigns of assorted
kinds, etc) but each skirmish
soon peters out. The worst

blow for the anti-Premadasa
campaign was the poor show the
D. U. N. F. put up on May Day.
Dinesh Gunawardene, simply on
his own, came second to the
SLFP. Even the old war-horses
of the LSSP and CP, despite
the collapse of the Soviet Union
and anti-Left trends the world
over, gave the old faithful a
demonstration which lifted their
hearts somewhat. Tha DUNF
duo didn't have a happy
May Day.

And as days passed, the SLFP
projected to their steadfast sup-
parters — and to the world at

large— an image of chronic
disarder.

Whatever Mrs. Bandaranaike,
the party leader, has in mind

in the way of internal raform
and re-structuring of the heirar-

chy, Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
has not left anybody in doubt
that he accepts only Mrs. Bandara-
naike's leadership, until such
time he himself takes what is
lsgitimately his — 5. W. R. D.
legacy to his only son.

A news report which appsa-
red first in the ISLAND was
cleverly picked up by the DAILY
MEWS.

“The leader of the SLFP
will be the common candi-
date of the opposition at a
presidential election.

If Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
naike steps down from the
party presidency, | will con-
test the post. The SLFP
can no longer gain votes
by trying to create a ‘Methi-
niya’ cult, said SLFP national
organiser Anura Bandaranailke
MP, in Kurunegala recently.

He was addressing a party
seminar at the Kurunegala town
hall. The SLFP could not win
the confidence of the masses
because of its inability to rea-
lise its aspirations. The party

has lost nine alections sinca
1977 because it was not in
tune with the people’s hopes

and aspirations’” he said.
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HUMAN RIGHTS DEBATE

Judging Freedom

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar

The
dom

UN Development Programme’s Human Free-
Index has been soundly denounced by the Third

World, and nations that have received low marks have

drafted a

resolution in the UNDP governing council

to prohibit further work on a new index for next
year without a clear mandate.

n 1980, the United Nations
Development Programme {UM-
DP) introduced the concepl of
human development. In this
year's report, Human Develop-
ment Report 1991, it has attemp-
ted to refine that concept. It
says clearly, ‘Men, women and
children must be the centre of
attention — with  development
woven around panpla: not people
around development.

Using human development as
its yardstick, the UNMDP report
has produced some very useful
data on public expenditure on
human development in both the
Morth and the South. It makes
telling points abnut‘budgetary
allocations for education, health
care and sanitation compared to
money spent on the purchasse
of military hardware in @ numbaer
of countries.

While there are these positive
alements in the report, 11s major
flaw is the attempt to introduce
= Human Fresedom Index. The
index, designed by Charles Hu-
mana, contains ‘40 distinpt cri-
teria for judging freedom'.

Most of the criteria used such
== the right to peacefully as-
sociate and assemble, the right
to practise any religion, inde-
pendent courts, independent radio
&nd television networks, freedom
from unlawful detention, free-
com from torture or coercion
=-d so on would be acceptable

Dr. Chandra Muzaffar is a Malaysfan

pelitical scientist and president of the

social organizarion Aliramn.

to most people. Howaver, 'homo-
sexuality between consenting
adults’, which certain sections
of contemporary Western society
would regard as an important
parsonal right, would be rejected
outright as & measura of human
freedom in many parts of the
world.

But it is not the inclusion of
homosexuality which is the real
problem with the UNDP's Human
Freedom Index. It is its exclu-
sion of certain crucial freedoms
which weakens its authority. It
has ignored the freedom from
hunger, the freedom from dise-
ase, the freedom from illiteracy
and other such freedoms.

It would have been all right
to exclude these freadoms if the
Index was a straightforward poli-
tical freedom index. But it is
not. The report boldly assarts
that, ‘Humana's index is thus
more than a political freedom
index, more than a human rights

index. It is a human freedom
index.’
How can a human freedom

index ignore freedoms — such as
the freedom from hunger — which
are fundamental to the wvery
survival of the human being?
Shouldn't such freedems be given
much more weight than, say,
right to travel abroad, which is
one of the 40 indicators used
in the report?

If freedom from hunger was
ona of the indicators wouldn't
China, which is placed 84 out
of 8B countries, rank much high-
er in the Index? How would

one meaasure the stupendous
achievement of fresing one bil-
lion human beings from hunger?

There is an even more serious
shortecoming in  the UNDP's
Human Freedom Index. It ap-
pears that it has given wvery lit-
tle weight to the freedom of a
people, the freedom of a nation.
It is this freadom which millions
and millions of people in Asia
and Africa struggled for during
the long decades of colonial
oppression,

If the Index attached some
importance to this concept of
collective freedom, it would not
have placed Hong Kong, a Bri-
tish colony, in the 26th slot,
well ahead of 62 independent
nation-states, including countries
like Brazil (No. 35), Bolivia
(Mo. 36), Thailand (No. 41), In-
dia (Mo. 42), Egypt (MNo. 49) and
Malaysia (Mo.55). That the
people of Hong Kong enjoy a
number of personal liberties does

not in any way alter the facl
that the state is still not free.
One can argue that if the

freedom, the independence of
g8 whole nation, of an entiras
state, was given the significance
it deserve some attempt would
have heen made to measure the
political freedom, the economic
independencs, the cultural auto-
nomy of nation-states in the
post-colonial era. How much
real political freedom do most
states today enjoy in the in-
ternational arena?

Far the freedom that a state
enjoys in the international arena
has a direct bearing upon the
individual citizen's ability to
shape the political future of his
society. There iz no point in
advocating ‘more participatory’
development if the options avail-
able to a people to develop ara
severaly limited by an interna-
tional system dominated by a
few powerful actors.



total neglect of
the collective freedom of a
people and its relationship to
individual human liberties is most
apparent in its evaluation of
Israel. lsrael, in spite of its
brutal, barbaric suppression of
the legitimate aspirations of tha
Palestinian people for freadom
and justice, is ranked 34, above
a number of other countrias
with less tarnished records.

Israel’s denial of the rights of
the Palestinians is a striking ex-
ample of the link between col-
lective freedom and individual
liberties which the Index does
not seem to be awara of. For
Israel’s suppression of the col-
lective struggle of the Pales-
tinians for freedom takes the
form of the violation of indi-
vidual rights such as the right
of free speech, of assembly, of
association.

The individual Palestinian has
no freedom from torture or co-
arcion, from unlawful detention,
from arbitary seizure of personal
property — all indicators of the
level of human freedom in so-
ciety used by the Index. Worse
still, the individual Palestinian,
especially if he is a freedom-
fighter, lives in constant fear
of deportation, of ‘disappear-
ance’, of death,

It looks as if the UMNDP's
Human Freedom Index gave maxi-
mum weightage to Israel’s ob-
sarvance of human rights and
political liberties vis-a-vis its
own Jewish population and
ignored or downplayed its gross
violation of the basic freedoms
of the Palestinians, as indivi-
duals and as a community.

When we reflect upon all
these flaws in the Human Free-
dom Index, it suddenly dawns
upon wus that it contains stark
biases.

First, it has a Wastern cul-
tural bias as evinced by its in-
clusion of a practice such as
'homosexuality between consen-
ting adults’ which does not have
universal acceptability. Indeed,
in many non-Western societies,
strong religious and cultural
traditions would deny any legi-
timacy to such a practice.

The index's

&

Second, it is biased towards
political and civil libarties even
though it elaims to be ‘more
than a political freedom index'.
By implication, it is biased aga-
inst economic and social rights
such as the right to food, shel-
ter, employment, education and
health.

This bias towards political and
civil liberties is, in fact, char-
acteristic of most Westarn human
rights groups. [t has something
to do with the genesis of post
—18th century human rights strug-
gles in Europe which were rooted
in attempts by an emerging mid-
dle class to establish its poli-
tical and civil rights vis-a-vis
the Stste,

In the non-Wastern world, on
the other hand, particularly the
impoverished nations of the
South, it is not possible to even
conceive of human freadom
without emphasising the import-
ance of freeing the human being
from the clutches of hunger and
disease. This doas not mean —
it must be stressed — that paoli-
tical and civil rights are any
less important in the South.
What our situation demands is
a truly holistic conception of

human rights and responsibili-
ties.

Third, the UNDP's Human
Freedom Index is also biased

towards individual freedoms and
personal rights. Here again, the
influence of the Western histori-
cal experience is only too avi-
dent. It was the renaissance
and the revolt against the over-
powering influence of the medi-
eval church in Europe from the
16th century onwards which
gave birth to the idea of indi-
vidual conscience and individual
rights. Dafending individual rights
and personal freedoms against
the structures of religion and
community thus became a ear-
dinal concern of the European
intelligentsia.

In Asia and Africa, the great
historical challenge confronting
the intelligentsia was not freeing
the individual from the domin-
ance of church and state but
liberating whole communities,

entire  socisties from Westarn
colonial rule. As a result, the
collective freedom of people as-
sumed a significance in these
continents which has no paral-
lel in the history of Europe. It
has remained a vital component
of human freedom partly because
of the continuing dominance of
Western civilisatibn. The Human
Freedom Index shows very little
appreciation of these widaly
divergent historical realities.

Apart from these three gbvi-
ous bfases which indicate a
Western-centric  approach to
human freedom, the UNDP index
dppears to be slanted towards
certain states — states  which,
ideologically and politically, are
known to be close to domin-
ant Woestern interests. It must
be emphasised that this is not
true in every instance. In fact,
there are a number of cases
which do not support this as-
sertion. MNonetheless, thare are
also many examples in the coun-
try ranking of the Human Free-
dom Index that seem to suggest
a certain slant. We shall provide
just one example.

Singapore is ranked 46 and
placed among the medium free-
dom-ranking countries. Malaysia
is ranked 55 and placed among
the low freedom-ranking coun-
tries. For both countries, 1985
data on human rights were used.
In all the other cases too, human
rights information from 1985
constituted the basis of analysis.

Even if we confined ourselves
to the 40 indicators in the In-
dex, there is no way Singa-
pore can be given a highar
ranking than Malaysia.

In 1985, there was less con-
trol over newspapers and radio
and television in Malaysia com-
pared to Singapore. The courts
in Malaysia were less subser-
vient to the Executive. Tha poli-
tical opposition in Malaysia was
stronder, more vocal and more
affectiva.

In contrast, Singapore in 1985
had an incredibly weak opposi-
tion which was subjectsed to
constant harassment, Indeed,



the opposition was
amasculated that
impotent,

so totally
it was almost

Trade unions in Malaysia en-
joyed some autonomy and were
openly critical of government
policies, |In Singapore, the trade
union movement is an appen-
dage, of thes State.

In 1985, there was much mors
scope for peaceful association
in Malaysia reflected in the
variety of public interest soci-
sties, many of which espoused
causes that brought them into
conflict with the government.
In Singapare, on the other hand,
therea were hardly any autono-
mous public interest societies
which dared to differ from the
national leadership. [t was per-
haps only in matters such as
the personal right to civil mar-
riage or the personal right to
practise any religion that Sin-

gapora in 1985 was "freer’ than
Malaysia.

If by the standards set by the
Human Freedom Index, Malaysia
was much freer than Singapore,
then why is the latter given a
higher ranking than the former?
Is it because Singapore for a
long while now has been ad-
vocating positions in  regional
and international politics which
make it a close ally of the
United States?

Malaysia, on the other hand,
has at times tried to pursug an
independent line in international
affairs and has even irritated the
United States on a number of
occasions since the beginning
of the 1980s. In other words,
is Malaysia where it is in the
UNDP's Human Freedom Index
because it has earnsd the ire
of the world's most powerful
nation?

The biases and slants in the
Index provoke us to ask whe-
ther it is worthwhile to con-
tinue with the Human Freedom
Index. It is pertinent to raise
this question since the UNDP
report itself recognises that mea-
suring freedom is still ata very
preliminary stage. The report is
aware of the inadequacies of
the Index.

Instead of constructing an in-
dex, it may be more useful to
draw up analytical profiles of
human freedom in each country.
These profiles should be pre-
pared by individuals or groups
with a profound knowledge of
human freedom In their respec-
tive societies. Country profiles
produced in this manner will
provide wus with deep insights
into the relationship between
human freedom and human de-
velopment. Such insights will
not emerge from an index on
human freedom.
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THE REGION

INDIA,

SOUTH ASIA AND THE THIRD WORLD

The Cabots talk only to God

Asholt Mitra

mran Khan was not of course
indulging in some rhetoric,
It was however pleasing rhetorie,
Pakistan's, victory in the World
Cup, he suggested, is as much
India’s and Sri Lanka's too: it
turned the tables on the former
imperialists and colonialists from
whose the subjugated Asians had
once learnt the craft and grace
of cricket.

Imran could in fact have gone
a bit further. Pakistan's triumph,
he could have maintained, has
an even wider significance: it is
an assertion of the supariority of
the Third World over haughty
Wasterners at least in one major
area of sporting activity.

Be united

Perhaps without his quite being
aware of it, Imran has made an
important point. Whetherin sports
or other spheres, the Third World
nations, even in the present
seemingly adverse circumstances,
are In a position to create a
solidarity front. If only they
agree to act as cheerleaders for
each other and stick together to
meet the challenges of the times,
the rest of the world would have
to sit up and take notice. The
Third World is not to be scoffed
at: the scope as wall as the
scale of the success its consti-
tuents are capable of achieving
are indsed mind-boggling.

In case they have some intra-
mural problems, should they not,
therefors, sort thesa out amongst
themselves? A concordat stuck by
them, based on mutual trust and
repect, is the best guarantes of
protection for the Third World
countries against depredations at-
tempted by neo-colonialists strut-
ting about as cocks of the road,
now that the once great Soviet
Union has disappeared from the
global landscaps.

8

In the light of tha sentimanis
expressaed by Imran, the manner
our Goverments has be=zn pro-
ceeding to cope with the twin
issue of signing the Muclear
Mon-Proliferation  Treaty and
endorsing the proposal to trans-
form South Asia into a nuclear-
free zone is particularly jarring.
It is evidently beneath our
dignity to join the conferepce
suggested by Pakistan, Russia,
China and the United States, to
go over the problems as we
perceive them. Nor are we agras-
gble to thrash outdiscussions with
Pakistan.

Third Waorld solidarity, in other
words is not our particular cup
of tea; the notion that poor,
underdeveloped countries like us
should sit together ta resolva
their internal difficulties is bosh

and nonsense; we ara nol go-
ing to fall into that trap. Our
Government, however, is not

unreasaonable. QOur officers and
Ministers will not condescand to
join the proposed five—nation
meaet, thay will not talk to ths

Pakistanis, but they are mare
than keen ro discuss the un-
derlying problems, bilaterally, with
the United States administration,

It is an astounding turn-around
of policy principle on tha part
of a Govarnment which, till the
othar day, had thes pretensions
of leading the poorer nations of
the world on the forums of the
United MNations and elsswhers.
Wa do not talk to the riff-raff.
We ars however dying to talk
to the boss nation, ths USA.
Should the latter convince us
that signing thse NPT would
ensure for us more advantages
than disadvantages, we would
racansidar our decision.

Let thers bea no misunder-
standing. We are the world's
most populous democracy, we
gare not going to append our

signature to & piece of paper
meraly because Russia, China
and America, after soliciting tha
viows of both Pakistan and us

hand down a fatwa. But it is
diffarent if it is a guestion of
discussing with the Americans

alone, we defer only to them,
none else are deserving of that
privilegs.

Our attitude is perhaps influ-
encad by the ambition nurturad
by rmandarins in the South Block
to supplant Pakistan as the
greater favourite of world’s most
powerful nation. John Foster
Dulles tried in the 1950's and
failed to make us a vassal State.
He did not get a hearing in our
country; in his perambulations
across and around Asia, he dared
not touch our shores,

We are adifferent breed now;
our Government has acquired a
brand new mind-sat. Wae object
to talk to our neighbours on our
neighbourly problems; we objsct
to talk to Russia and China too.
Wa hava graduated to the pin-
nacla of hoity-toity behaviour,
the Lodges used to talk only
to the Cabots, and the Cabots
talked only to God. Ws too are
preparad to talk only to the
almighy United Statea.

Dependent

Ara we not playing oursslves
into an impossible corner? Wa
have so drastically overhauled
our economic policies that our
dapandence on the United Statas
administration and the intarna-
tional financial institutions con-
trolled by it is complete. The
Americans are now in a position
to twist our arms in  whatever
way they Ilike; as an econo-
mically dependent territory, our
govarnment has little choice but
to give in to the United States
on all substantive matters. Via-
a-is the US administration, our



current role is that of & suppli-
cant: it will hardly be a one-to
-one exchange between equals
at the negotiating table.

The odds against the bilaterel
talks with the Amsaricans resul-
ting in any positive gains to
us are therefore great: we might
sk for some assurances and
guarantees, to which their res-
ponse is likely to be vague and
ambivalent. For the sake of
politeness, thay might grant us
an audience, but on the central
issuss they are bound to be
unyielding; the Indian Govern-
inent must sign the NPT; if it
has some doubts on which it
needs some clarifications, why,
the appropriate forum for that is
the proposed five-nation confer-
ence, India should rush to par
ticipate in it

Ridiculous

Will not our position look a
thousand times more ridiculous
if we consent 1o the provisions
of the Mon-Proliferation Treaty
and also agree to attend the
conference originally proposed
by Pakistan because the Ameri-
cans ordered us to do sof Is
not the line Imran Khan has
suggested, in the context of
cricket, more protective of our
dignity and self-respect, quite
apart from the grand prospect
it offars of cementing Third
World solidarity?

Had we joined the conference
of our own wvolition, we could
have operated from a position
of some strength. Wa could
have told the Pakistanis in the
plainest terms about our suspi-
cions and reservations concerning
their nuclear programmes. We
could have insisted on the ac-
ceptance of mutual rights of
inspection of all sites and labo-
ratories where, according to us
experiments of a dubious nature
wera going on. We could also
underline the need for foolproof
international guarantees — mora
desirably, Third World guaran-
tzes — so that no hitches arose
after the covenant to convert
South Asia into a nuclear-fres
zone had been formally signed.

Instead, were we to join the
conference subseguent to our
baeing pressurised by the Ameri-
cans to do so, our stature would
be conciderably diminished, and
not just in the eyes of other
participants. Loguacious speec-
hes full of moral fervour would
then cut no ice; we would ba
treated just as any run-of-the-
mill Uncle Toem is supposed to
be treated.

That we continue to spurn
the overtuers of Pakistan and
other neighbours and thus deny
ourselves the opportunity of being
at the receiving end of their
grateful appreciations is conce-
ivably on account of two reasons.
First, in bilateral discussions
with the Americans, our Govern-
ment perhaps hopes to link our
concurrence to tha provisions
of the MNon-Proliferation Treaty
and to the proposal for a nuc-
lear-free zone in South Asia
with some assurances in regard
to Kashmir and Punjab.

Once again, such a stance
would only betray our ensnare-
ment in the neo-colonial trap.
Till as long as overwhelming
section of the people in Kash-
mir continue to reject the rulers
in Mew Delhl, and the Sikh
community, by and large, conti-
nues to fesl alienated from the
national mainstream, even the
suprame might of the Americans
would be of little avail to re-
verse the situation. And once re-
porig leak out that, in our an-
®iety to ratain control in thess
iwo border States, we have
directly sought American inter-
vention, or at least sought an
assurance from the Americans
that Pakistan would not be per-
mited either to abet the despera-
does in Punjab or assist the
mass upsurge in  Kashmir, the
reality would in fact be rendered
even more adverse for India.

We can also hardly ignore
the other ingredient in the Indi-
an reluctance to go non-nuclear,
namely, existence of & strong
nuclear lobby within the portals
of power. [t consists not just
of Swadeshi Colonsl Blimps,

dafence contractors, ovarseas
armaments manufacturers and

exporters of fissionable materfel,
but also of the clagque of so-

called atomic scientists and tech-
nologists trying desperately to
develop an indigenous missile
delivery system.

It would be more truthful teo
describe many of these indivi-
duals 8s once-upon-a-time scian-
tists who have long ceased 1o
be so. They have transformed
themselvas into atomic-and-deli-
very-system politicians. Day in
and day out, they attempt to
frighten the daylights out of the
Government by painting a picture
of gloomiest doom that awaits
the nation in case the thousands
and thousands of crores of rupees
currently spent on defence rese-
arch, defence contracts and de-
fence imports wera curtailed.

Obsession

To them, the narrow orbit
over which they preside is what
matters nothing else does, not
the nation’s overall economic
capability, nor the hostility we
have invited for ourselves from
our South Asian neighbours by
our boorish and irrational beha-
viours on the issue of declaring
South Asia a nuclear-free zone.

Few amongst them apprecia-
ta — or are willing to appreciate
— the simple fact that their ob-
gession to have priarity for a self-
reliant defence networlonly ens-
ures the country's moving further
and further away from economic
and political self-reliance. Nor
are they able to comprehend
the point of view that, were we to
succead in hastening the paca of
economic and political salf-relia-
nce, self-reliance in defence
would emarge as a natural by-
product,



Looking beyond war

There is only one way India and Pakistan can resolve

their mutual distrust

tions.

of each other’s nuclear ambi-
They should open their nuclear facilities to each

other’s inspection, says ARVIND KALA.

he recent escalating tension

between India and Pakistan
reminds me of 8 comment about
patriotism that Bertrand Russell
made 60 wvyears ago. Russell
wrote that patriotism distorts
our perception of reality. “The
armed forces of ona’s own na-
tion exist — so each nation as-
serts — to prevent aggression by
other nations,” he said. “But
the armed forces of other nations
exist to promote aggression. |If
you say anything against the
armad forces of your own country,
you are a traitor, wishing to
see your fatherland ground un-
der the heel of a brutal con-
queror. |f, on the other hand,
you defend a potential enemy
State for thinking armed forces
necessary to its safaty, vou
malign your own country.”

Russell’s words come to mind
when we sese India's resentment
at the Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter declaring in Washington
that his country has the capa-
bility of making a bomb. Wa
think if Pakistan does, India
is the only country it may use
the bomb against. But lst us
look at the issue from Pakistan's
view. India exploded & nuclear
device as far back as 1974,
and as all international nuclear
Gxperis agres, we can make a
bomb too. So Pakistan is frigh-
tened of India’s nuclear capa-
bility too. India has always
proclaimed that is nuclear research
is for peaceful purposes. That
is exactly what Pakistan says
about its own nuclear program-
me. The trouble is that neither
country believes ths other.

There is only one way India
and Pakistan can resolve their
mutual distrust of each other's
nuclear ambitions. They should
_open their nuclear facilities to
sach other's inspection. If they
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cannot agree on the modalities,
they can request an impartial
body like the U.N. to do this.
Pakistan has suggestsd this
several times but India has not
responded. The end of the
cold war is sesing the U. S.
European nations, and countries
of the erstwhile Soviet Union
cutting down on troops and
weapons. The least India and
Pakistan can do. is to take
steps to overcomse their distrust
of the other's nuclear intentions.

Let us not forget that our
two nations fHave resolved dis-
putes in the past. Take the

Indus Water Treaty, for example.
It was signed by Jawaharlal
Nehru and Ayub Khan in Sep-
tember 1960. The Indus water
dispute was one of the most
complicated river water dizputes
in the world. Yet after eight
years of negotiations. India and
Pakistan did sign an accord
that both have stuck to.

Our dispute over the Rann of
Kutch was resolved by a three-
man arbitration commission in
Geneva. This happened in 1958.
Both India and Pakistan submit-
ted their claims, and the com-
mission awarded 300 square
miles, or 10 per cent of the
Rann of Kutch, to Pakistan.
Both governments had agread
in advanca that the commission's
decision would be binding.

There js a clear lesson in
this: I India and Pakistan
have resolved disputes in the
past, why cannot they do so
in the present and future?

Unfortunately, tha burden of
recent history weighs down the
foreign offices of the two coun-
tries. During Indira Gandhi's
second term as Prime Minister
Zia-ul-Haq had suggested a no-
war pact, but she turpned it
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down. The reason was that as
far back as 1968, she had
suggested a no war pact to
Pakistan, but Ayub Khan had
turned it down.

A no-war pact would be

forward step, however, bscauss
it would signal that the two
countries reject force as a way
to solve their disputes. The
signal would filter down to
both Indian and Pakistan troops
on the border and calm itchy
fingers resting on triggers.

Let us take a macro-view of
the dispute over Kashmir. He=
duced to essentials, it is =a
mere boundary disputs, and tar-
ritorial disputes are comman all
over the world. China has a
border dispute with the Soviet
Union. Japan claims that the
Soviat Union occupied four of
its islands in the last days of
the Second World War. In Af-
rica, there ara boundary dispu-
tes between Ethiopia and Soma-
lia, Somalia and Kenya, Moroc-
co and Algeria, Ghana and
Togoland, Sudan and Egypt.

There are boundary disputes
between Argentina and Uruguay
in Latin America and bsatween
Guyana and Venszusla. Thare
is a boundary disputs batwean
us and China. If countries go
1o war over every boundary
dispute, the warld would go upin
flames. That is why it is im-
perative that India and Pakistan
sign a no-war pact,

Let us not forget that both

India and Pakistan accept tha
status. quo on Kashmir., We
claim that Pakistan is illegally

occupying 30,200 square kilo-
metres of our territory — Azad
Kashmir, that is. Similarly, Pakis-
tan says our occupation of our
part of Kashmir is illegal. But
this is only for the record. Ac-
tually, both sides accept the
stalus que, and the status quo
suits us more. Beacause |ndia
has three-fourths of Kashmir.
and Pakistan has one-fourth,
And it is our part of Kashmir
which is a scenic paradise.

(Continned on page 24)



Indian self-reliance
buckles under U.S.

Mohammed Hassan

fter a brief flirtation with the

Mehru governmentin the1360s
there has been a silent stand-off
between India end the WUnited
States. Gradually, the Soviet Union
became the principal supplier of
arms to India. It also became one
of India's most important trading
partners via the oil shipments paid
for by a rupes escrow account
used to purchase Indian goods for
export to the Soviet Union.

The US always showed disple-
asure at this situation. Massiva
loans from the [DA(the soft loan
affiliate of the World Bank) were
substantially reduced and India
was made to borrow on the Inter
national market at commercial
rates of interast. The 'Green Rev-
oclution” which was funded prim-
arily by IDA funding had now to
be sustained by expensive borro-
wing, as mounting fertiliser, sead
and pesticide import costs were
incurred to maintain yields.

In addition, India’s burgeoning
nuclear programme also came
under US criticism, This further
reduced the country’s access to
aid and other concessionary flows
from tha US. The financial time-
bomb thus set ticking was bound
to explode sooner or later.

As  |long as India continued
to protect its internal market
and control its foreign exchange
borrowings, the situation was
manageable. But with the advent
of Rajiv Gandhi's ‘liberalisation’
measures, the flood of imported
consumer goods into the market
swamped the economy. The for-
gign debt burden multiplied
manyfold. The political paralysis
which followed Rajiv's defeat at
the elections by V P Singh's

Mohammed Hassan s an  economist
and fournaliss based in Lendon.

India’s near bankruptcy has opened the
way for the New World Order cham-

pions to move in for the kill.

In the

process the country’s whole post-inde-
pendence global stance and vision has

been subverted.

Janta Dal-led coalition was com-
pounded by Chandrashekar's lama
duck government which followed
when the Hindu fundamentalist
Bharativa Janta party (BJP) bro-
ught down the coalition.

As a result, on the eve of tha
glection which saw the tragic
murder of Rajiv Gandhi, the coun-
try was effectively bankrupt,
Indeed during Chandrashekar’s
time as prime Minister, the scens
had already been set for the
shapa of things to come. The
Iraqgi invasion of Kuwait had cry-
stallised the flaw in India's shaky
relationship with the Soviet Union.
An increasingly hardup Soviet
Union was unable to support
the rupeefoil exchange schemse.
Lataly, the Soviet Union was ship-
ping Iragi oil to India as payment
for massive Soviet arms supplies
to Irag. Indeed, with the halt in
lraqi oil shipments, this cosy
arrangement could not work any
more.

The International Monetary Fund
{IMF) / Warld Bank boys had
already started to make frequent
trips to New Delhi. Chandrasekar,
in a departure from precedent,
allowed U5 B-52 bombers to
refusl in India en route to the
Persian Gulf. While Rajiv Gandhi
as leader of Congress(l), seized
upon this as a publicity issue,
subsequent events were to show
that the deal with the US was
already struck, Chandrashekar
was merely opening the bidding.

Earlier, Rajiv Gandhi had already
upgraded relations with Israel,
and the lsraeli Consulate in
Bombay was functioning more
or less like an Embassy.

After the elections, the Cong-
ress (1} government of P V Maras-
hima Rao moved with lightning
speed to fail into the lap of
the IMF/World Bank duo, agree-
ing to a humiliating set of condi-
tions ta keep the economy
afloat and service the USSG0
billion foreign debt. Further, ‘liber-
alisation' of the economy on the
pattern of Rajiv Gandhi was set
to increase the need for foreign
currency borrowing even further.
Manmohan Singh, India’s Finance
Minister, became the ideal partner
for the IMF and the World Bank
to deal with.

The economic price 1o pay for
this salvage operation will be-
come evident in years to come,
but the political price is alrea-
dy becoming glaringly obvious.
India's stance as a champion of
the Third World in the on-going
Uruguary Round of trade nego-
tiations has become much more
foeble. India's formidable exper-
tise in complex General Agree-
ment on Tarifis and Traae (GATT)
negotiations has been hc[ned
in and fundamental objections
to multinational hegemony of
global resources, watered da_wn.
As a result the USTR (United
States Trade Representative)
has shelved proposals to Instil-
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ute retaliatory measures against
Indian imports intc the US under
the latter’s notorious Super 301
clause.

The next target was India’s
foreign policy. Hints were drop-
ped by the US that the country
should normalise relations with
Israel. As a start, president Bush
‘persuaded’ Prime Minister Rao
to vote for the UM resolution
setting aside 1the earlier UN
resolution equating zionism with
racism. Then, India was ‘preva-
iled” upon to estallish diplom-

atic links with |Israel, This was
mere  window dressing, Se-
veral months priar to that
Israeli agents posing as
tourists had been captured
by Kashmiri fresdom fighters.
The ‘rewards’ were tangible.

The US stopped calling for India
to respect UN resglutions an
Kashmir. The US and UK began
to. make excuses for the brutal
behaviour of Indian forces in
Kashmir.

As the Guardian reported aon
6 January 1982 after a visit
by the British Home Secretary,
‘Most of the Delhj newspapers
have approvingly quoted WNr
Baker's condemnation of terrorism,
and his apparant endorsement
of Indian police and army tactics
in the bloodsoaked states af Pun-
jab and Kashmir, where at least
6,000 people were killed last year
alone by separatist extremists
and the security forces,

‘In fact, according to the best
available official sources, not a
single member of any branch of
security forces has been punished
for any offence comitted in the
ugly anti-terrorist campaigns in
Punjab or Kashmir. A handful
of soldiers and police have been
suspended or transferred, but
innumerable official inquiries have
never resulted in any court action.

While pressure began to mount
on Pskistan over its nuclear
plans resulting a cut-off of US
aid, the Indian programme was
more or less exonerated. After
a January 18992 visit by Senator
Larry Prassler, who is the author
of the amendment barring US aid
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to Pakistan because of evidence
of a nuclear Weapons programme,
to India he said that he did not
think that the country had g
nuclear weapons programme!

This at the time when the
Norwegians have obtained con.
clusive svidence that India was
the recipient of a diverted 12.5-
tonne shipment of heavy water
to Romania in 1985, Heavy
water, or deuterium oxide, is
used to produce plutonium which
in turn is wsed in nuclear waa-
pons &@nd atom bombs.

For official US purposes, how-
ever, India now has no nuclear
Weapons programmeal

India, on its part, has now
lost interest in the non-aligned
movement, and started ta vots
with the US on issues like the
demand to extradite the two
Libyans alleged to have carried
out the Lockerbie bombing.

The sudden collapse of the Sovist
Union and India's exposed posi-
tion has enabled these U-turns
to be presented as vital to the
country's  long-term  interasts,
This has also helped.dsflact any
serious criticism inside the coun-
try. The only protest has come
from the large Muslim minarity
and this primarily on re-esta-
blishment of diplomatic ralations
with lsrael.

The US, having cowed down a
desperate  Congress () gover-
ment, has an even more sinister
agenda. While the BJP President
M Manohar Joshi was leading
his Akta Yatra {(Unity March)
across the country to  divart
attention from his party's inabi-
lity to deal with the Avodhaya
Mosque/Mandir issue, the senior
BJP parliamentarian, L K Advani,
was touring the US.

As India Today reported, (LK
Advani's) 10 day American yatra
could have been the envy of
any blue chip Washington lobb-
vist. For there he was, this
high flying doyen of the Indian
right wing, hobnobbing with
State Department officials like
Assistant Secretary of State T
Schaffer, palavering with board
members of the powerful, con.

servative Heritage Foundation,
rubbing shoulders with top laad-
ers of the American Jewish com-
munity, attending banquets in
Chicago, Boston Rouge, and Los
Angeles, and holding forth on
the party’s ideology at a packed
meeting at the ‘Washington
Press Cilub....

‘During his American peregrina-
tions, Advani played down ths
Avodhya issue while aulogising
secularism in which all religions
would flourish. But hera was
the bite that left the BJP's inds-
lible teethmark on the American:
it was Advani's massage—mostly
directly delivered—that his party,
which has now emerged as a
formidable force in India, is ona
with which the United Statas can
do business. It has a history of
anti-communism, being soft on
Israel, worshipping private enter-
prise, opposing Nehruvian socj
alism and staunchly resisting
fundamentalist Islamic groupings.
This was a welcome diversion
to American ears inured to baing
lectured by visiting Indian statas-
men on the moral superiority
of socialist Third Worldiem, and
especially during a time when
images of a new Islamic bloc,
armad with a nuks, are exerci-
sing the minds of policy plan-
ners in Washington.'

Developments in India itself lead
o an aven maore worrying sce-
nario for Muslims. There is talk
of a Conaress(l)/BJP alliance
to preserve the upper caste Hindu
hegemony of the country’s power
structure. Indeed, the RSS5 — a
key mass movement instrumantal
in mobilising the Hindu vote for
the BJP — has a&lready begun
to gravitate away from the BJP
and towards Congress (). If this
happens, India’s minorities would
be effectively disenfranchised.

A heavily indebted Hindu fund-
amentalist India in tow of the
U5 could wreak havoc on the
region in the New World Order.
The fact that the Indian polity
would also suffer a mortal blow
in the process needs to be gras-
ped rapidly by Indians if catas-
trophe is to be avoided.

— Third World Network Fearures



L. G. CAMPAIGN

FOR A FREER PRESS

Freedom and responsibility

The future of press

Louis Blom-Cooper

‘We recommend the esta-
blishment of a new and
independent agency to ap-
praise and report annually
upon the performance of the
press... such a body (should)
be independent of govern-
ment and of the press.’

Hutching Commission Freedom
of the Fress (US, T1947)

Britain has a long tradition
of press freedom, accompanied
by an egually long-standing un-
willingness to protect this free-
dom in the form of a con-
stitutionally guarantesd  right.
Within the past several vyears
the problems associated with
the rather nebulous right in
relations to limitations on tha
freadom, and with its continu-
ing witality, have been high-
lighted. With the dscline, dis-
craditing and then disbandment
of the Fress Council, followed
immadlately by the inauguration
of the Press Complaints Com-
mission a year ago, one central
question is posed; what does a
responsible soclety, which pro-
claims freadom of expression,
as "endorsed by Article 10 of
the European Convention oan
Human Rights, desira by way
of a press control mechenism?
Valuable lessons may be derivaed
from & consideration of the
long history of the British Fress
Council and the wvery brief
record of tha Press Complaints
Commisslon. The lessons, in
turn, inform my dual proposals

Loujs Bfoom-Cooper, a8 Queen's
Counse! since 7970, has had a
lang association with the media.
He was the fegal correspondent
fo The Guardian and The
Observer from 71958-71864, and
hss written a regular column
on legal affajrs in The Financial
Times since 7962, [In 1989 he
bscame chairman of tie FPress
Council in the last two years of
its existance.

regulation in Britain

for a statutory Commission on
Press Freedom and Responsi-

bility and a legislatively ra-
cognised tort of invasion of
privacy.

Press Council

On 21 July 1953 the General
Council of tha Press — later,
simply, tha Prass Caunecil —
met for the first time in London,

sponsored by the newspaper
industry. lts purpose was 1o
‘safeguard the freedom of the
press; to encourage the growth,
of the sense of public res-
ponsibility and public service
amongst all engaged in the

profession...; and to further the
efficiency of the profession and
the well-being of those who
practise it.' The Press Council
was not mandated by, nor in any
way answerable to, the govern-
ment. In a country thar had
no written guarantee of press
fresdom it was a pre-emptive
and prophylactic measura. (It
had taksn tha newspapar in-
dustry four years to respond to
the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Press
(Ross Commission) and even
than it was induced by thraats
of legislation.)

The consensus that led to the
formation aof the prass Council
racognised that the press should
neithar be subjected to state
control nor left to wunregulated
frae-market forces. Early wide-
spread endorsement of the Press
Council indicated confidence
that it had struck the appro-
priate balance. Its twin functions
of safaguarding freedom of the
press and of addressing com-
plaints raised against the prass
wera long viewed as consonant;
indeed, the latter role, which
became a separate and distinct
object of the Press Council
constitution in 1963, was viewed
only as a corollary of the faor-
mer.

While the underlying purpose
of the Press Council — preser-
vation of the press freadom —
remainad constant ovar the years,
the focus of its attention, and
its primary work-load, shifted
in the 1970s to the complaints
adjudication process. And, as
its work-load, emphasis and
scope changed, so did its public
profile and the public perception
of it. Both ths public and ths
press became increasingly dis:
gnchanted with the Council,
the former vlewing it as in-
effactive, dilatory and subject
to institutional largessa, the later
treating it with growing distes-
pect for its supposedly ill-
informad  judgements and its
pronouncements on  ganeral
igsues of journslistic sthics.

When, 37 years after its in-
ception, the Calcutt Committea
on Privacy and Related Matters
(see [ndex 7/1990 p 2) recom-
mended the disbandment of the
Press Council, few could hava
been taken completely by sur-
prise. Its continuation dapended
on its responsibility, and that
bacame increasingly doubiful
throughout the 19805, What did
surprise some, howsever, was the
Calcutt Commities’s discomfort
with the long-standing combin-

ation of functions carried out
by Council safeguarding press
freedom, while also operating

as a complaints body. Whereas
previous Royal Commissions on
the Press had implied that they
found these to be complemeant-
ary functions, the Calcutt Com-
mittea disagresd, obsarving what
it characterised as an ‘inherant
conflict between its roles as a
defander of, and lobbyist for,
prass freedom and as an im-
partial adjudicator in disputes.’

The Press Council’s focus on
its complaints function during
the '70s and early ‘80s, accom-
paniad by its comparative in-
ability to function pro-actively
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in relation to questionable press
practices, accentuated by greater
commercial competitivaness in
the newspaper industry, and
exacerbated by the degeneration

in the respect which its ad-
judications commanded, had
offended both the press and
the public. Tha public con-

sidered the Press Council to be
a8 partisan creature of the news-
paper industry, largely incapable
of rendering an objeclive opin-
ion — and  issuing opinions
without authority when fit did.

On the other hand, the
newspapers were faced with a
growing  unsystematised and
undigested body of precedent
on various issues, as more and
more adjudications were made
by the Council. Only in early
1990 did the Council finally
bow to its critics’ repeated calls
for a code of practice, perhaps
finally admitting that discerning
principles from the adjudications

was often a matter of oguess-
work, since its cursory pro-
nouncements  frequently lent
themselves te mare than one
interpretation, Many  editors

pushed their

luck won various

ethical issues when the principle -

was ambiguous or arguable.
The press had come to count
on the exclusively re-active role
of the Press

! Council in rss-
ponding to complaints, while
ignoring its pro-active role of

Initiation of more general in-
vestigations, and its role as
guardian of press freedom.
Occasionally disregarding their
obligation to publish critical
adjudications involving them and,

when publishing these, often
obscuring them in some little-
read corner of the publication,

many editors circumvented the
effectiveness of the Council’s
only sanction: public censure.

Over the vyears, the Press
Council had sometimes * bsen
responsive 1o suggestions made
by the various Royal Commiss-
ions on the Press: providing for
an independsnt chair-person and
public members in 1963, sen-
sitising itself to privacy issues
in 1976; and issuing declarat-
ions of principle on  such
matters as cheque-book journal-
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ism and the duties of finapcial
journalists. However, a number
of long-standing issues —in-
cluding the 1977 Royal Com-
mission’s dasire that the Press
Council should frame a cods
of practice — ramained long un-
addressed Lord McGregor (chair—
man of the 1977 Royal Com-
mission and now chairman of
the Press Complaints Commiss-
ian) said in a House of Lords
debate in July 1983 that during
most of its 30 years the Press
Council's response has ‘contained
more than a touch of petulance,
salf-righteousness and arrogance’.

In the later 1980s the Press
Council seemed, belatedly, to
become maore responsive  to
government and public criticisms,
The incoming chairman imme-
diately initiated a Committes to
review the use and function of
the Press Council: it reported
in December 1989. |t also at-
tempted to reform its procedures
and regain credibility by initiat-
ing special investigations on
media handling of various issues
— the Strangsways Prison Riot
of April 1880, Press at the
Prison Gate, the Hillsbarough
Stadium tragedy of 1889, the
Lockerbie air disaster, and
publication of photos of victims
of the Clapham rail ecrazh. It
also began to issus more detail-
ed and, for the first time in
1989, reasoned adjudications,
and it streamlined and expedit-
aed its procedures for dealing
with inaccuracy complaints. On

13 March 1980, ths Press
Council even adopted a cods
of practice, indicating that it
would keep the code under

constant review with an eye to
amending it from time to time,
However, when the Calcutt
Caommission issued its reportin
Juna 1890, it muttered the old
refrain, “too little, too late.” A

fresh start —a last opportunity
— was called for.

The Calcutt Report blasted
the Press Council on several

specific counts, Calcutt opined
that the Council-was little known,
had not taken sufficient steps
to promote itself and ‘had not
encouraged utilisation of its
conciliation and adjudication

procedures by aggrieved parties.
Further, when complaints weara
accepted, and the prolonged
and tedious process of adjudi-
cation was begun, complainants
were often put off by cumber-
some and dilatory procedures,
sometimes dropping their com-
plaints before a decision was
reachcd. The Calcutt Committea
also criticised the absence of
firm principles to be used in
deciding cases, reiterating pre-
vipus calls for a cohsrent body
of case-law. More specifically,
Calcutt noted the lack of a
separate invasion of privacy
category into which appropriate
complaints might fall, and under
which principles they could be
analysed. Calcutt concurred with
the third Royal Commission on
the Press, which in 1977 had
suggested that the Council re-
consider its practice of de-
manding in writing a compiain-

ant's waiver to legal action
before it would pursus a
complaint. The industry had

ohstinately resisted any attempt
to do away with the waiver
although it relented when the
Press Complaints Commission
came on the scene. The Press
Council's  review had recom-
mended the retention of the
waiver, against thres dissidents

{including the chairman). The
issue of principle, but of little
practical significance, made

newspapaer proprietors (and some
editors) more than a little
irritated with the chairman and
his two lay member colleagues

Finally, the Calcutt Report
focused on the deficiency aof
effactive sanctions availabla to
the Council, characterising its
powers as only those to ‘en-
couraga, exhort of censure. At
the sams time, Calcutt paradoxi-
cally applauded much of the
movemeant for reform, in  parti-
cular is regardad as innovative
and imaginative ths idea of a
help-line to head off invasions
of privacy. an idea that finds
no echo in the work of tha
Press Complaints Commission.

What tha Caleutt Committes
saw as lacking in the Praess
Council, it sought to incorporate
in the specifications for the



replacement body it proposed:
the Press Complaints Commission.
That organisation has now baen

operating for a full year. It has
seen sufficient activity, and
generated an adeguate numbar

of adjudications, so thatpatterns.
practices and principles ars
discernible, and one may fairly
draw certain conclusions about
both its efficiency and its com-
petence, even if it is too early
yet to judge fits efficacy and
impact on the standards of
journalist and the behaviour of
newspapers.

Press Complaints

Commission
Withir} threa months of the
publication of Calcutt Reaport,

the newspaper industry, in a
seli-protective  mood and by
commendable swift action, not
unlike that which had hastenoed
the establishment of the Pross
Council almost 40 years sarlier,
decided to found a Press Com-
plaints Commission from tha
beginning of 1291. To finance
the Commission, a Press Stand-
ards Board of Finance was put
in place -to raise the appropriate
levy upon newspapers and
periodicals. Further, a committes
-of editors produced a code of
practice which the Commission
was charged to interpret, apply
and uphold, adding cryptically
the requirement of compliance
with the ‘spirit’ as wall as the
letter of the code — a piece of

grim gibber nonsense, to use
Jeremy  Bentham's favourite,
phrase for desecribing learned
gibberish, The editors watered

down the code proposad by the
Csleutt Committes, rendering to
its articles a high degree of
ed_imrial discretion. The Com-
mission’s composition did  not
follow Calcutt’s recommendation
2s to the method of appoint-
ment, although in principie it
did include independent lay
o=ople who could not plausibly
D2 accused of deference to the
press, alongside a majority  of
grestigious national, regional and
periodical editors. |t took oaver
the staff of the Press Council,
cespite Calcutt's broad hint that
thers should be a clean sweep

of the Council's directorats.
Ken Morgan continued to serve
as director. although hs an-
nounced on 1 January 1992
that he was standing down. His
post will not be filled; he re-
mains as a consultant.

In  mid-1982 — just a few
months from now — the success
or failure of the Press Com-
plaints Commission is dus to ba
reviewad by government. |If
the Commission is deemed not
to have made sufficient pro-
aress  toward effective salf-
regulation of the industiry, tha
threat of statutory intervention
will loom large on the horizan,
the more so if there is a
Labour govarnment after the
next election.

The criteria which will be
used to evaluate the PCC's
efficacy are unclear, but thay
will almost certainly  include
assassments of the public per-
ception of the Commission, tha
promptness with  which com-
plaints are handlsd and ad-
judications issued, and ths ras-
pect which has been accorded
to those adjudications by news-
papars and periodicals. They
should also includa the extant
to which tha Commission has
consistently interpreted the in-
dustry’'s own code of practice
and further clarified the ethical
principles to which editors and
journalists should adhera.

The future of the Prass Com-
plaints Commission does not
look particularly promising and
is by no means assured. Al-
though the Commisson appears

to ba handling the significant
number of complaints fairly
promptly, what it has gained

in speed it has arguably last
in thoroughness of investigation
and consideration. lts cursaory

opinions, short on factual and
legal analysis leave much to be
desired in the light of the

critical need to educate editors
regarding precisely what practices
are, and what practices are
not, journalistically acceptable.

Looking at the PCC's com-
plaints procedure in maora
detail, one readily observes a

sharp contrast between it and the
multi-part, fact-finding process
of the old Press Council. The
PCC complaints officer compiles
a ralatively brisf dossier on any
given case. That dossier ap-
parently includes as a matter
of course summaries of the
complaint, ths press response
to the complaint, statements of
appropriate witnessas, the com-
plainant’s and the newspapar's
responses 1o each other's state-
ments, copies of the offending
article and finally the com-
plaints  officer’s recommandead
adjudication. Summaries of state-
ments are given, rather than
camplete  texts of complaints
and responses. The lack of
attention to datails and com-
prehensive assessment of the
complaints and responses con-
tributes to the likelihood that
a8 mistake will ba made in de-
ciding an individual case. Mara
troublesome still are the actual

published adjudications. Short
on facts, rules and analysis
applying the lattar to the

former, these frequently cryptic
pronouncaments fail to inform
either the press aor the public.
The adjudication, like those of
Prass Council, are intelligible
enough to complainant and res-
pandent newspaper, but for any
outsider the pithy few para-
graphs, unrelated to  earlier
decisions, reveal no discernibla
davelopmant of a case law for
jourpnalism.

It isironic that Lord McGregar,
chairman of the 1977 Royal
Commission, has said that its
function 'needs to be about
persuasion,” because the press
releases of adjudications seldom
serve to persuade either the
press or the public that a sound
decision has been reached an
consideration of ithe complaint
at issus. Lord McGregor has
also commented that he ‘wants(s)
no arguments about adjudicat-
ions in public’ but that he is
quite prepared to discuss them
in private. During the yaar he
appears to have retreated some-
what from his private stance.)
His comments were most likely
motivated by a desire to avoid
the intense media criticism that,
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doubtless, contributed to the
Press Council’s eventual fall
from grace. The downside to
such tight-lipped handling of
complaints and their censored
and cursory adjudication is lack
of public enlightenment regard-
ing the finer points related to
various free speech and press
issues: and perhaps more im-
portant as a practical matter
now — while the pressis under
close scrutiny and great pressura
to achieve effective self-regula-
tion — the public may remain
unconvinced of the soundness
of the PCC's decisions, and
conclude that its process and
jurisprudence are as flawed as
they came to consider the Press
Council’s to be scrutiny of the
initial year of operation of the
Press Complaints Commission
seams to provide little encourage-
ment that progress has been
made or that many of 1the
problems associated with the
ald Press Council has been
alleviated. Specifically, the Press

Complaints Commission looks,
and eacts, like the newspaper
industry’'s protector that may

occasionally bark at its creator's
mizdemeanors, and one may
fairly conclude that we are back
to square one, with our initial
guery: what is that optimum
press control mechanism or-
ganisation for a8 society such

as Britain’s which has long
valued and protected press
freedom and which remains

committed to the principles set
forth in Article 107

The diminished reputation
suffered by the Press Council
in the later ‘705 and most of

the ‘BOs resulted not - only
in the -eventual fermation of
the Caleutt Commission, but
also in parliamentary activity

which stood to curtail the rights
of the British press. In the
1889-90 session alone, two
private members’ bllls seeking
to address the most contentious
issues — protection of privacy
and right of reply — made itto
report stage in the House of
Commons' committees. No pre-
vious bill — of which there had
been many since 1965 — had
got as far as a second reading.
This legislative activity high-
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lighted two media issuss which
had provoked tha greatest public
concern and distress over media
behaviour.

Inaccuracy/right of reply

The issue of right of reply
was brought to the public's
attention by a private member’'s
bill introduced by Tony Worth-
ington MP. The bill's main
provision was that a statutory
right of reply to damaging
factual inaccuracies should
appear in the next possible
edition of the paper or periodi-
cal, with similar prominence to
the offering article,

The debate has been confused
by the wvarious interpretations of
the tarm. In some quarters it
has been suggested that a right
of reply should be available to
counter biased or unbalanced
reporting so that individuals, or
aven groups, whose actions are
criticised, should be entitled to
sat out their point of view. A
mare limited and sensible inter-
pretation restricts the right to
the correction of factual inaccu-
racies, which is what the hill
provided.

Yet aven here there are pro-
blems in definition. While cer-
tain facts may be demonstrably
gither true or false, the choice
in a newspaper report is seldom
so stark, Fact may merge into
analysis or comment; facts may
be true in themselves, but pre-
sented in 2 misleading way, or

the complaint may relate not
ta the facts in the story but
to those which have been

ommitted. There is also room for
argument over how serious an
inaccuracy must be in order to
justify a right of correction.
There would be little purposs
in providing a detailed machinery
for corrections of trivial mis-
takes when these did not alter
the thrust of otherwise accurate
reparts.

In addition to the definitional
problems, there is an argument
of principle against providing
any right of reply. Any reguire-
ment upon the press to publish
any matter at the instance of
another party restricts its free-

dom and open the door to
abuse. A statutory right of reply
could be invoked to compel an
editor to publish material that
he did not believe to be trus,
or even knew to be false, and
the impression might be given
that the editor accepted that
the original story had been
incorrect. This could lead to
readers being mislead into
believing that the complainant
had besn given a clean bill of
health, though the editor con-
sidered this unjustified. By con-
trast, in defamation actions.
even if a caze against a news-
papaer is proved, the court can-
not force an editor to acknow-
ledge his error in print.

For these reasons, 1877
Royal Commission on the Fress
recommended against creating a
mechanism for ensuring a rlght
of reply. Ilts stated grounds
were that ‘the press should not
be subjected to a special regime

of law’, and that .it should
'neither have special privileges
nor labour under special dis-

advantages compared with the
ordinary citizan," MNevertheless,
it emphasised that newspapers
should voluntarily provide space
to those whom they had critic-
ised inaccurately, and recom-
mended that the Press Council
should actively invelve itself in
obtaining publication as soon
as possible. The reply should
take the form of counter-state-
ments on behalf of those who

had been criticised unfairly on

inaccurate information, using
equal  prominence and s&pace,
and limiting an editora’ right

of refusal to legal grounds such
as contempt of court or de-
famation.

Tha process of adjudication
under the Press Council was,

however, far too dilatory. lIssues
were often dead by the time
they were resolved, and its
‘fast-track’ procedurs, introduced
in the early 1880s, was too
little raelied upon.

{Continued on page 18}



TAMIL MILITARISM (2)

Tamil Military Castes

D. P. Sivaram

hus, towards the latter part

of the 19th century, there
ware large, disgruntled groups
with a military past in the Ben-
gal, Bombay and Madras Presi-
dancies. They felt that the vast
field of opportunities opened by
the expanding Indian army was
being unfairly denied to them.
This grievance was further exa-
caerbated by views of the British
military lsadership which rele-
gated them to a non-martial
status as races that wera not fit
to bear arms; in whom fighting
gualities had declined.

The reaction of these groups
was marked by a compulsion

to emphasise the martial cred-
entials of their cultures. Oppo-
sition to British rule  which

emerged among classes affected
by the shift in recruitment to-
wards the ‘'martial races’ of Morth

western India took shapa into
an ideology that asserted a
national spirit which exalted

military virtues and ideals as tha
cure for the ails of Indian soci-
aly under the British yoke. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak who emerged
as a sookesman for the disfran-
chised military groups becama
the ideologue of this nationalist
Indian militarism. Stephen Cohen
has attempted to define Indian
militarism in terms of Indian
attitudes towards the British-
Indian military structure and
racruitment.

"'There area two fundamentally
different sets of Indian attitudes
towards the British-Indian mili-
tary structure, both of which
may legitimately be labelled In-
dian militarism: modern militarism
and traditional militarism. Mo-
dern militarism. . . . emerged in
Bengal and western India and
spread to other regions. Modern
militarism stressed the value of
the military as a national univer-
=al solvent; as an expression of
the national will and demanded
equalitarian recruitment. “*Tradi-

tional militarism’ resulted from
regional traditions and the re-
cruiting practices of the British.
it was confined to those castes
and classes which exercised the
use of arms as matter of birth
and right and was unevanly
distributed throughout fodia .. .4

At the turn of the century
there were two groups in the
Tamil region which had a deci-
dedly militarist and anti-British
out look.

(a) tha adherents of modern
Indian militarism — the ter-
rorists — and their sympat-
hizers.

(b) the disfranchised traditional
military castes.

The dispersion of modern In-
dian militarism's basic tenet —
that the revival of India’s ‘heroic
age’ and its warlike traditions
and valuss was necassary for
national emancipation — invested
the heroic past and martial cul-
ture of tha disfranchized tradi-
tional Tamil military castes with

a nationalist significance and
cogence. Modern Tamil mili-
tarism — the political idea
that  military virtues and
ideals '‘rooted in Tamil mar-

tial traditions’ is essential for
national resurgence and emanci-
pation — was enunciated at this
specific eonjuncture in the school
of Tamil renaissance established
by Pandithurai Thevar — a noble
belonging to the sethupathy clan
of the dominant traditional Tamil
military caste — the Maravar.

Tamil militarism then, is the
effect of inter related modern
and traditional components: the
faormaer as nationalist renaissance
ideology, the latter as casta
culture.

Traditional Tamil militarism in
the Tamil region as elsewhera
in India was confined to a group
of castes which considered "the
use of arms as matter of birth
and right”. The maravar were,

according to the Madras Presi-
dency census report for 1831
“s fiarce and turbulent race
famous for their military prowess"’
and were “chiefly found in
Madura and Tinnevely where
they occupy the tracts bordering
in the coast from Cape Como-
rin to the northern limits of
the Ramnad Zemindari.'''® The
Dutch found them to be fhe
traditional soldier caste of Jaffna
and availed themselves of their
caste services as such'®  (one
of the earliest instances of a
colonial power making use of
a specific military casta in
South Asia.)

Cohen notes two categories
of traditional Indian military
castes with different grievancas
at the turn of the 18th century.

{a) “members of classes which
were no longer recruited or
recruited in small numbers

“"those classes which cons-
tituted the army but sought
gven greater status as com-
missioned officers.”17

(b)

The Maravar and their grie-
vances, however belong to @
third category. They ware a
people whom the British attempt-
ed to totally demilitarize by
depriving them of their tradit-

ional status in Tamil socisty
through social, economic and
penal measures. This was in

direct contrast to the social and
economic privileging of such
castes and classes in the north
during the same period. They were
not only disfranchised but were
turned into and classified as a
delinquent mass — the subject
of a deciplinary and penal
discourse — relegated to  the
fringes of the new social pact
which was beaing established in
the Tamil South of the Madras
Presidency. The obliteration of
their traditions and memaory
was considered essential to com.
plete the process of demilitariz-
ation and pacification of the
Tamil region. The martial races
Theory of recruitment and the
subsequent martialization of the
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north further erased their martial
legacy and that of tha Tamil
south from the military ethno-
graphy of the subcontinent.

David Washbrook argues that
“the subvention and protection
of the nporth Indian dominant

caste  communities, and  the
martialization of their culture,
were but two of the many

ways in which south Asia paid
the price of liberal Britain's
prosperity and progress”.18

On the other hand the strategy
of emasculating and destroying
the hegemony of Tamil military

caste communities and the de-
martialization of Tamil culture
were two impertant ways in

which the Tamil south paid the
price of |ndia’s development as
a nation.

The legacy of these strategies
in the norith and south of tha
sub-continent, embodied in the
structure of the modern Indian
army, is central to ths emar-
gence of modern Tamil mili-
tarism.

The gains of this demartializ-
ation were consolidated by
favouring and encouraging non-
military castes in Tamil sociaety
which *contrasted favourably
with the Maravar”.1?

The more important of these
were the Vellalas, Madars and Adi
Dravidas. The culture and values
of “the peace loving” (Madras
census 1871) Vellalas who had
“no other calling than the cultiva-
tion of the soil” eminently
suited the aims of demartiali-
zation and suppression of the
traditional military castes. In
this the British were following
local precedents which had been
basad on the principle that
the best way to ensure control
and security was to “"have nona
there but cultivators' 21 Thus,
under active British patronage
the Vellala caste established its

dominance, and its culture became -

representative  and
in Tamil society. The MNadars
and Adi Dravidas were con-
sidered amenable 1o convarsion.
A large section of them
had become Anglicans. The
recruitment base of the Indian

hegemanic
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army in the Madras Presidency
was constituted strongly in favour
of these groups. The Dravidian
idealgy emerged as the cultural
and academic basis for their pro-
British politics, led by the newly
arisen Vellala elite. The nascent
Dravidian movement was clearly
underpinned by the concerns of
British administrators and Angli-
can  missionaries 22 in  con-
solidating the social, economic
and religious gains of demartializ-
ation. This is why.the early Dravi-
dian school of Tamil studies and
historigraphy had a strong pali-
tical compulsion to reject, ignore
or play down the dominant role
of the traditional military castes

in Tamil history and culturs,
and to assert that Tamil civili-
zation was Vellala civilization.

(Maraimalai Atikal, was the chiaf
proponent of this view). Thus
in the early decades of the
twantieth century we find two
contending narratives #3 of
Tamil national identity — the ideo-
logy and caste culture of the
anti-British  and  “turbulent™
military castes and the ideology
and caste culture of the pro=
British and “*peace loving™ Vellala
elite—claiming authentic readings
of the Tamilian past and pre-

sent. The one claiming that the
“purs Tamils” wera Vellalas.
The other claiming that all

Tamils wera Maravar and that
the Tamil nation was disting-
uished by its ancient martial
heritage. Heow then did Tamil
militarism which originally was
related to a political and social
milieu that was opposed 1o the
Dravidian mowvement become its
dominant featura in the fifties
and sixties to the level of
strongly impacting on the Tamil
nationalist movement in Sri-
Lanka's north and east?

It was related politically to
changes that took place in the
Dravidian movement and the
changes that took place in
Maravar — Indian national Con-
gress relations after the 30's.

In the Dravidian ‘movement
the change was connected
mainly with —

{a) the rejection of the pro-
Eritish elitist leadership of
the Justice Party in 1944,

(b} tha radical change in the
attitude towards British rule
and imperialism in 1947-48
which gave rise to sharp
differences within the mova-
mant

Relations between the Indian
Mational Congress and the
Maravar- began to deteriorate
when the moderate Brahmin
leadarship of the Madras Pre-
sidency Congess preferred not to
oppose the harsh measures of
the British against the Tamil
military castes. The contradi-
ction becams sharp when Pasum-
pon Muthuramalinga Thevar the
powerful and influential Marava
leader, joined the Indian National
Army under Subash Chandra
Bose and began organizing the
Foward Bloc against the Con-
gress in the Tamil region.24 The
antagonism climaxed in a violent

caste conflict in 1957. The
congress govarnment arrested
Muthuramlinga Thevar in con-

nection with the riot. The D.M.K.
which had wvery little influence
in the southern districts of
Tamil Madu at that time mada a
strategic intervantion at this
juncture in  Maravar affairs,
M. Karunanidhi, the only D.M.K.
candidate to be electad in the
southern parts at that time, was
chiefly responsible for co-opting
the Maravar into the D.M.K.; and
for making the culture of the
Tamil military castes a dominant
and essential componant of
Tamilian national identity,

For many years, until he ‘ba-_-
came chief minister, Karunanidhi

wrote under the pen-name
Maravan, (His weekly letter to
party cedres was known as

Maravan Madal 25 — the Mara-

van's epistle) Tamil militarism
thus became integral to the
Dravidian movement. The Seces-

sionist militancy of the D.M.K. in
the fifties and early sixlies was
dominated by the vocabulary of
Tamil militarism. This was thea
nadir of the Dravidian movement's
impact on Sri Lankan Tamils.
D.M K. branches were organized
in many parts of the north east
and the hill country. It was
during this period that a young
student named Kathamuthu Siva-
nandan from Amirthakazhi, a



small village near the Batticaloa
town who was studying in
Tamil Nadu took part in the
militant agitations of the D.M.K.;
Karunanidhi described him as
“the appropriate weapon for
Tamil upheaval.”” 25 The student
who was later known as Kasi
Anandan wrote far a fortnightly
called Dhee Mu Ka (D.M.K.) 27
when he came back to Sri Lanka.
In it appeared his poem ‘The
Maravar Clan (Marakkulam) 22

“The Tamil army is a Maravar
Army...

the enraged Tamils are a Tiger
Army (Pulippadai)...”

These lines of the poem are
now part of the history and
myths of the Tamil Tigers’
genesis.
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Mountain chalats.
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Aryan types of courss,

Ha didn't Verboten, even men
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The virus was only stirring then.
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King Cole, good Aryan soul,
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Is not for pocket battleships,
Such supersonic glamour isn't all
That necessary. Just scatter unemployment Eastwards

Then

introduce the daole.

Das Kapitalism uber all, i
Translates Free Market Theory into Lebenshraum,
Banking legions blitzkreig eastwards

(Steel horsemen from the Ruhr

Reversing the Atillan migrations)

okays the vyachts,
twWo.

tanks & fighters

U. Karunatilake

'|
:
&
!
]
}
!
{
:
E
E
!
i
}
{
t
|
{
!
[ The hunting lodge, a castle or
i
i

24, The Forward Bloc was found by
Subash. T am grateful to Subash
Chandra Bose Thevar — chief Sub-
editor of the *‘Virakesari" — a Mara~-
var himself — for drawing my at-
tention to this phase of Maravar
history and for the valuable com-
ments and material on the subject,
when I begun this study in 1990,
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Mote: T am greatly indebted to Prof,

K. Sivathamby for his valuable
comments on Tamil History and
Culture and for drawing my
attention two wyears ago fo the
role of the southern districts of
Tamil Madu in Tamil Renais-
sance.

(To be continued)

Freedom ....
(Cantinwed from page 15)

The Press Complaints Com-
mission has speeded up the
process of adjudication by deal-
ing with everything on paper
and getting rid of the process
of claim, defence and reply.
Article | of its code of practice
is not entirely satisfactory; it
says newspapers ‘should take
care not to publish Inaccurate,
misleading or distorted matarial’.
VWhat it has gsined in speed,
it has lost in thoroughness. Its
brief, uninformative adjudications
give editors little guidance on
how they should act in future,
similar cases. | would prefer
a much more direct obligation:
‘It is the duty of newspapsars
not to publish inaccurate state-
ments, or statements designed
or tending to mislead, and 1o
correct promptly and with due
prominence significant inaccura-
cies or misleading statements,
and to make an appropriate
apology.” But there is no place
in the regulation of a free press
for any statutory right to an
undefined space to correct even
a strictly-factual inaccuracy.

{Td be continued)
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Satyajit Ray

Last interview to the world

| wish to be remembered as
= bridge betwsen Bengal and
the rest of the world” and as
a npioneer,* Satyajit Ray had
s2id in an interview.

| worked in Begal which was
ot known as a film-making
c=nter at all before that. So |
was, in a way, a sort of pioneer
=nd that's how | would like to
ba remembered. As one who
put Bangal on the world film
map. Without my bsing aware
of it have done quite a few
important things and in a way
created a bridge between Ben-
gal and the rest of the world.
That's how | wish to be rem-
smbered.”

The film director, who died
on April 23 had spoken in his
iast full talevision interview fo
Evewitness, HTV's national video-
magazine.

Films must last

| have a fairly impressive
body of work and | have won
guite a number of prizes. And
| hope my films don‘t date very

much. | have been watching,
some of the earlier films on
television. Fortunataly, | have

found that they haven’t dated
1o that extent. | would like my
films to last,” Mr. Ray told ac-
wress Sharmila Tagore, the Eye-
witness' prasenter.

Asked if he could identify a
thame or message that characte-
rises his work, Mr. Ray said,
Mot one message or a theme
because | have been making
films for 30 years, learning.
maturing or getting ideas, getting
more aware of my surroundings
| am interested in  what's
mappening around me.

Speaking for the first time in
#Z=1ail about his last film, which
= was not able to finish, Mr.
Hay said it would be about a
goctor. “Thematically, perhaps,
one could say it deals with
two extraordinary situations. The

British film director,

cinema.

tions &s he
he had had.

Dascribing him

in 1991
“‘Pathar Panchali’
waork., — PTI & UNI

and

Among the gTants

Sir Richard Attenborough, des-
cribed Mr. Ray as one of the very faw geniuses of world

Sir Richard, who had acted
ke khailari,” said that when the history of movies was
written he would unguestionably be among the giants.

The MNew York Times devoted almost an entire page to
Satyajit Ray describing him as a “cinematic poet™.

The obituary save highlights of his struggle and tribula-
followed his dream and the taste of success

as ‘'the versatile and prolific”
film-maker, the paper gave a list of two dozen of his
films starting with Pather Panchali in 1955 to “‘Agantuk"
and published two photographs, a
tha other

in Mr. Ray's “Shatrani

Indian

still from
showing Mr. | Ray at

tremendous advance in medical
knowledge and the treatment of
diseases which is beyond the
raach of ardinary people. Again
the contradiction that medicine’
as it advances, prolongs human
life and the aim is to cut down
population. How do you recon-
cile the two? So this is the
theme of the story.”

Plan to make Mahabharat

Asked if there was any film
that he wanted to maks but
had not, Mr. Ray said he once
seriously, considered making the

Mahabharat. “'Not the entire
Mahabharat, but a segment of
it. | was thinking particularly
of the dice-game. | think that

alone could have made a film.
It is so dramatic, so interesting."”

Mr. Ray said that at the time
he was young and ambitious
and wanted an international cast,
but could not afford the enor-
mous budgset the project would
have entailed. “I1 thought of
Mifuna playing Duryoodhan,
Cherkasov playing Yudhishthir,
and that sort of thing, but it
never happened because | reali-
ged Mahabharat is known to

every Indian. Every Indian knows
who Arjun is, who Bheem Iis,
but a foreign audience will get
completely lost in the relation-
ships, unless you make a nine-
hour play, like Peter Brooks
has done, which, of course,
was not possible in my case.”

He said language had restrai-
ned him from making non-Ben-
gali films. |If he had made a
non-Bengali film he would have
had to write the screenplay in

English and then raly on &
translator, as happened with
Shatranj ke khilari. *I think

dialogue of a film is so im-
portant, maybe there isnt too
much of it but what little there
is has to be absolutely right
Right for the situation. right
for the character, right for the
moment and if | were to de-
pend on a translator | could
never be sure of that”

Mr. Ray said he had made
his films with “a wvery special
kind of ideal audience in mind,
| think there is a pretty large
number of people who now ap-
preciate or who would care for
serious cinema.”
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Books

JR’s MEN & MEMORIES

Piyal Gamage

his is not an autobiography,

It is a congeries of historj-
cal eventsin which J. R. figured
which he would like to lsave
on record for posterity, omitting
the many not-so-savoury epi-
sodes in his political career which
he would prefer peopls to for-
get.

Predictably,  prominence is

given to the San Francisco Peacs

Conference — beyond doubt the
high-water mark in J. R.’s care-
er. Numerous guotes from press
reports are reproduced in the
book: "A darkly handsome dip-
lomat™ (San Francisco Examiner),
“with a razor-like tongue™ (Time),
“a clear Cambridge accent’
(Newsweek), “esloquent, melan-
choly and strong with the lilt
of an Oxford accent” {MNew
York Times) and much mare
such stuff. The author would
have done well to spare us these
shy-making quotes.

Americans and Britons who
remembered the atrocities com-
mitted by the Japaness military
50 recently (physical torture,
forced labour on starvation dist,
teenage qirls enslaved as sex-
ual partners for the troops etc.)

were in no mood to be for-
giving. If these peoples’ mood
was matched by that of their

rulers J. R's pious exhortation
to them to follow the COmpas-
sionate Buddha's preaching would
have been a damp squib. But,
to the contrary, Truman and
John Foster Dulles were on a
different tack altogether. They
were out to flummox Russia
which was determined to come
down heavily on Japan. And
so J. R's “Hatred ceases not by
hatred” was very much the stuff
that suited the U.S. leaders.

It has been J.R’s life-long
habit to advise others to follow
Ahimsa in their daily lives. As
recently as about a year ago
when someone accused him of
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not having practised Ahimsa when

8 was president. J. R, wrote
to the Sunday Times explaining
that it was not feasible for a
head of government to praciise
Ahimsa in the performance of
his duties. A few wesks later,
addressing a gathering of Com-
monwealth heads of government
in London J. R. called upon them
o practise Ahimsa in the per-
formance of their duties! (This
was reported in the local press
and caused much amusement).
So it was very much in char-
acter for J. R. to preach that
Japan should be forgiven her
sins and it cost him nothing to
do so. Serendipitously for him
this was the wvery stuff that
Truman and Dulles needad to
counter Russia. And so, thae
San Francisco Examiner said of
J.R. that “he 1tore Russia's
wrecking crew to pieces.”

J. R. writes: *'The Sinhala Only
Act was passed with much fan-
fare and the canker of commu-
nalism began to eat into the
body politic of Ceylon.”” Coming
from J.R. this is indeed bitter.
He omits to mention that the
growth of this canker was larg-
ely due to his ewn activities,
culminating in the march to
Kandy (which ended at Imbul-
godal) to tear up the B. C. Pact.
“The time has come’” said
J.R. “for the whole Sinha-
lese race which has existed
for 2500 years jealously safe-
guarding their fanguage and
religion to fight without giv-
ing cdquarter to safeguard
their birthright.”* (See Ceylon
Daily News, 13 June 1957). It

is not in J.R's mouth to talk
of “the canker of communa-
lism*

J. R. claims that it was hjs
success in keeping the U. N. P.

together and reviving it after
the 1956 defeat that ensured
that “Democracy lives in Sri

Lanka today”l This is of course

Fe

a perfect non-sequitur — and
caming from a man who, more
than any other single person,
grievously damaged democracy
in our country it is hard to
swallow. A few instances of
J. R's  assaults on Democracy:
1. The sacking of 8 Supreme
Court Judges and the demotion
of 4 more. 2. The Jaffna D. D. C.
election in which 1860 presiding
officers appointed by ths Com-
missioner of Elections were sack-
ed and replaced by nominees
of the ruling party. 3. The
sacking of 40,000 public sar-
vants for striking on a wage
demand necessitated by J.R's
inflationary economic policies.
4. The insulting of sitting Sup-
reme Court judges and the pro-

maotions given to law-breaking
police officers faulted by the
Supreme Court. 5. The abuse

of the referendum machinery to
postpone parliamentary elections
by six years in a rowdy poll
in which intimidation, thuggery

and impersonation were rife.
elc., etc.
Referring to the referendum

machinery to extend the |ife of
parliament J. R. writes: | think
no democratic nation in  the
world (he obviously means ‘no
other democratic nation’. but
let it passl) has this unigue
power given to the people by
its legislature.  (Clearly this
great democrat believes that it
is  the Ilegislature that gives
‘power’ to the sovereign peopla
and not wvice versa, but lat it

passl). It was with this power
that the people extended the
period of office of the parlia-
ment elected in 1977 by six
years.”

J. R. has repeatedly claimed

that “‘the people” extended the
life of parliament by six years,
Recently in an interview given

to the B.B.C. ha specifically
denied it was his idea and in-
sisted that it was the peopla
that wanted to extend the lifs
of parliament! No doubt he
thinks that if this is repeated
often enough it would come ta
bs accepted as the truth. The
Report of the Commissioner gf



Elections makes it quite clear
that the Referendum was won
by abuse of state power by 1he
ruling party. Why did J.R's
government not publish this of-
ficial document? At the very
beginning of his book J. R. once
mora repeats the that his
father E.W Jayawardena was
a Justice of the Supreme Court.

Though E.W.J. acted on the
Supreme Court he was never
appointed a Justice. Chief Jus-

tice Arthur Wijewardena acted
as Governor-General but no one
claims he was one of our Gov-
emors-General |

“The Independence of the
Judiciary'" writes “J. R. using
capitals "is vital.””" On one me-

morable occasion, all the judges
of the Supreme Court and of
the Appeal Court were desmed
to have wvacated their posts
ovar a minor misunderstanding
sbout the judges taking their
oaths under the Sixth Amend-
ment. The Courts wera all lock-
ed up and armed guards posted

outside them to prevent judges
from entering. Being treated as
having wvacated one's post is
usually a fate that befalls a
government peon or other minor
employes who absents himself
from work without permission.
To treat the highest judges in
the land in the same fashion
was an enormity only a J.R.”
would have the hardihood to
perpetrate.  After some days,
during, which the country was
bereft of an Appeal Court and
a Supreme Court, fresh letters
of appointment were issued and

the armed _ guards  removed.
Surely this incident amply da-
monstratee. what J.R. thought

of the Judiciary?

J.R. writes: "'l was quite
sincere when | wanted to
render assistance to the
(United Front) government.”’
What he is referring to is
the time he proposed to
walk out of the U.N.P with
his followers and join Mrs.
Bandararaike's government.

BOOKS

“*1f the prime ministerinvitas
the U.MN.P to join the govern-
ment and her proposal is
rejected by the U.N.P. | may
have to join the government
together with thoss U.N.P.
members who support my
view." (Weekend 16 January
1972). "It may ba that soms
of them do not wish their
privileged position to be changed

and are opposed to the new
society which the government
geaks to usher in... 1t had to be

granted that Sirima Bandara-
nailke ushared in more social-
ist reforms during the sevan
years she was prime minister

than anvone else or all
the others had done befors
her.”” (Sunday Observer 23

January 1972). He said thess
things whean he was quarrell-
ing with his party leader
Dudley Seananayake. When,
however, he achieved powar it
was this same Mrs. Bandara-
naike whom J.R. deprived of
her civic rights for seven years
and evicted her from parliamant.

THE UNANIMOUS TRADITION: essays on the

essential

unity of all religions — Ed. Ranjit

Fernando. Sri Lanka Institute of Traditional Studies,
P. 0. Box 1204, Colombo, 1991. Clothbound Rs 3,500/~

his handsome book, produ-

ced in England, commemo-
rates the work of Ananda Cooma-
raswamy (1878-1947) by bringing
together sixteen internationally
eminent authors whose contribu-
vons illustrate their scholarship
=nd learning over several decadas
in what is termed The Perenniafl
Shifosophy of which Coomaras-
wamy himself was so great an
=xponent. Their essays focus
on metaphysics, religion and
s=ligious doctrine, and on tradi-
vonal societies with their sciences,
=t and symbolism in a single
wolume of enormous range. No
orisf appreciation, such as this
= intended to be, can convey
=2 impact of its textual con-
t=n1 and magnificent illustrations.

Mavertheless, it is
= the outset to define ths
=rm ‘Tradition” as it is used
= these pages. In our casual,

necessary

everyday parlance,
custom, habit, expression, at-
titude or belief, whether origi-
nating in the remote or farily
recent past, attracts the word
‘tradition’. But, as Elemira Zol-
la has pointed out, its meaning
is more specific than such in-
discriminate usage implies.

The celsbrated Buddhist tradi-
tionalist, the late Marco Pallis,
condensed the meaning of the
concept thus (in The Way and
the Mountain, 1961): ‘Here’,
he wrote, 'the word will always
be given its transcendental,
which is also its normal, con-
notation without any attempt
being made, however, to pin it
down to a particular set of
concepts, if only because tradi-
tion, being formless and supra-
personal in its essence, escapes
exact definition in terms of
human speech and thought,

almost any

All that can usefully be said
of it is that wherever a com-
plete tradition exists, this will
entail the presence of four
things, namely: a source of ins-
piration or, to use a maore con-
crete term, Revelation: a current
of influence or Grace issuing
forth from that source and trans-
mitted without interruption throug
a variety of channels; a way of
‘varification® which, when faith-

fully fl:llll‘.'l'u'l-l:ﬂd, will lead the
human subject to successiva
positions where he s able to

‘actualise’ the truths the Reve-
!atiun communicates; finally there
is the formal embodiment of
tradition in the doctrine, arts,
sciences and other slements
that together go to determine

the character of a normal civi-
lisation.

It was the abandonment of
Tradition in the WWest and its
prufanatiun by imperialist powers
in the East that provoked the
writings of Rene Guenon and
Ananda Coomaraswamy in the
early part of this century, fol-
lowed, over the years, by the
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work of these authors whose
writings adorn this book. It is
the now imminent and univer-
sal death of Tradition and, there-
fore, of Religion itself with all
the terrible consequences that
this implies which makes the
appearance of this book so timely,
However, so far as the non-
Western world is concerned, it
is not of death but of murder
that we read, and this is some
thing of which the so-called
‘developing” countries should
take urgent note. To those
of us who believe that colonia-
lism is a thing of ths past,
Philip Sherrard points out (in a
‘footnote that could easily be
missed) that we are now in
fact witnessing a western im-
perialism of a far more vicious
and totalitarian nature than we
gver experienoed earlier because
it is infinitely more subtle and
all-pervading, and operating,
moreover, with our consent.
The galaxy of authors in this
volume dwell on such uncommon
themes as American Indian
Experience, Taoism, Judaism,
Mysticism, the traditional scien-
ces and arts, while the major
religions — Hinduism, Christiani-

tern idoologies of the last four
or five centuries and the rejec-
tion of traditional values in
delusions of grandeur (now cal-
led consumerism) ostensibly in
the names of rationality, progress,

and, that most recent impera-
tive, development. There s
nothing startlingly new about

the writings of these authors
which have been around for
some considerable tima. It is
the contribution that each has
made to this ‘first broad survey,
of the traditionalist position or
almost everything that matters,
which makes Ranjit Fernando’s
carefully organised collection
an illuminating contribution to
current thought.

It would be a great mistake
to suppose that these studies
are meraly of academic interest.
On the contrary, thair whole
point is to show that traditional
forms (of society as much as
everything else) are the only
ones that are normal for man
and, as such, ‘traditional studies,
are particularly relevant to our
times. But the question arises:
what are we to do about it
when all the foroes of moder-
nism are ranged against any

this woman — the minority of
one — can stand firm'. He goses
on to say, 'lt is of course an
absurdity to suggest that the
average person should do so,
setting himself up in proud and
solitary opposition to the mul-
titude and patting has judgement

against theirs; but then’, he
argues, ‘it is quite impossibla
to tell who is ‘average’ and
who is not until the chips are
down. Only dire necessity
separates the men from the
boys. But Eaton concedes that,

‘Even so, the humble man will
ask: what fits me to make so
momentous a decision?” Thea
answer is obvious, ‘There is no
one else to do it, only you.’

And so, as farour immediate
situation is concerned, The Un-
animous Tradition is not directed
at social reform for, as Whitall
Parry aud Martin Lings tell us,
no traditional restoration is
possible at this late stage of
the Kali Yuga without the in
intervention of one whom the
Indian traditions call a Chakra-
varti: the book is directed at
individual and it tells tham how
and why they should ‘resist the
false assumptions of the modern

ty and Islam — are referred to restoration of these norms? Gai world and choose their own
throughout. In Parts 3 & 4, the Eaton answers: “When all else destiny.” The rest is up to each
authors take head-on the Wes- slips away, only this man or 0nse of us. m. v.
Looking. . . By dsscribing India-Pakistan visibility is never more than a
{Continued from page 1) conflicts as wars, we end up few vyards. The high altitude

Who has ever heard of rich
Americans and Europeans visit-
ing spots in “geeupied’” Kash-
mir for a holiday?

One unhappy aspect of India-
Pakistan relations is that both
sides say they fought “wars”
in 1965 and 19871, “War"” is a
misnomer in this context. By
modern-day standards, the 1865
and 1971 conflicts were not
wars, they were skirmishes.
Only 2,307 Indian soldiers died
in 1965, and 2307 were killed
in 1971. In contrast, over 100,
000 lIragi soldiers are estimated
to have been killed in the re-
cent Gulf war. an estimated
one million lragis and lranians
died in the eight-year Iran-lrag
war, and over a million people
died in the Vietnam war.
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over-reacting to each other.
The truth is that we have not
fought for 20 long years. Yet
the minute you have armed
soldiers on either side of a
border, trouble can erupt any
time. The Defence Minister,
Sharad Pawar, for instance, said
last Movember that 535 incidents
of “exchange of fire” ocourred
between Indian and Pakistani
troops from September to No-
vember 20, 1991.

One is reminded of a chilling
account given by a young army
captain who was posted on the
Siachin glacier. He said the air
on Siachin is so thin that tak-
ing just four steps makes one
pant. If the wind blows, it
gets so cold one cannot step
out of one's fibre-glass but

kills the appetite and the sol-
diers’ high-calorie foods like cho-

colates, almonds and cashew-
nuts remain uneaten.
As if npature is not enemy

enough, Siachin sees the madnes
of this modern waorld. Indian
and Pakistani soldiers cannot
seg ong another. They are some
miles apart.

Meither side knows when it sco-
res a hit because the shells
explode so far away. The shells
ara special. They explaode BOD
feet above the ground and sha-
wer lethal shrapnel all around.
“*Delhi or Islamabad may think
anything,” the captain said.
“But out at Siachin, a border
battle can be triggered by a
few bored solldars. Who is thera
to check?™”
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STILL LEADING

Mr. William Thompson obtained a Royal Charter
and established the first Joint Stock Commerical Bank

in this island on
O1st June 1841.

He called it

“ Bank of Ceylon ”’

That was 150 years ago,

but that was not we.

We opened our doors in 1939

only to capture

our rightful place in Banking

and are proud to say that we still

LEAD

Over the years

banking profession

shared our expertise

and BANK OF CEYLON
became Sri Lanka’s
SANDHURST TO BANKERS.

Bank of Ceylon

Bankers to Nation
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