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m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There iz laughter and light banter wmongst these
rural damsels whao are busy sorting cut tobaccao
Teaf in a barn. [t s one of the hundreds of such
barns spread out n the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remams
fallw durirng the off season.

Here, with careful nuriurng, fobscco grows as a
lucrative cash crap and the areen leaves lum o
gald... ta the value of cver Rs, 250 million or more
ansuzlly, for parhaps 163,000 rural folk.

Tobacea is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
pecphe are the tobacco barn cwners, the tobacco
qrowers and those who work for them, on the Jand
and in the barns,

For them, the tobacce leal means meaningful work,
a camlariable life and a secure future. & good
enough reason for laughter,

B Ceyion Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS

RUPEE SLIDES

The Sri Lankan rupee has
begun sliding against ma-
jor international currencies,
the Sunday Island reported.
At the time of reporting
last week the US dollar
was Rs 43.98 and the pou-
nd sterling was Rs 80. Al-
ready most essential impor-
ts had gone up in price.

'NOISE PROTEST’

The Opposition, led by
the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) decided to
launch a noise protest, fol-
lowing such demaonstra-
tions in the West where
lunch hour motorists toot
horns in unision and house-
wives bang pots and pans.
It was not known whether
the people will be asked
to contribute their lung
power too with the tradi-
tional "hoo-oo-o0...,”" The
Jana Goshawa (Noise of
the People) is scheduled
for July 1. The Opposi-
tion is protesting anti-peo-
ple activities of the Govern-
ment.

CAMIPUS RUMPUS

When the Minister of
State for Textile Industries
and his entourage sat down
to dinner on the Katubedde
Campus, the lights went
out, and there were jeers
instead of cheers and there

was also the ‘pelting
of stones. The minister
and other distinguished

visitors were on the campus
for a textile technology
certificate awarding cere-
mony; the dinner was the

highlight of the program,

The minister was escorted
out in darkness, but safe.

OFF THE HOOK

In an apparent change
of heart the IMF is to
felease the $ 75 million
second tranche of a 450
million dollar Loan, earlier
withheld because Sri Lanka
was foot-dragging on ag-
reed economic reforms. But
recently the Government
announced some tough re-
venue raising measures, in-
cluding an increased De-
fence Levy and higher turn
over taxes, resulting in
steep price hikes in most
essential commodities.

Among the IMF recom-
mendations have been a
privatisation of Air Lanka,
the national carrier, or the
leasing instead of purcha-
sing the six multimillion
dollar airbuses which the
state owned airline has con-
tracted to buy outright.
This recommendation is not
among those implemented.

MILITARY SOLUTION
UNLIKELY
While a fierce battle was
reported to be raging in
the North, a Colombo date-
lined Reuter report said
that Sri Lanka was unlikely
to pursue a military solu-
tion to the nine-year war
against the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

""The Tigers are renow-
ned for their ability to fight
under duress and thereis
a likelihood of a bloodbath
if they are attacked.....
Theirdominance (in Jaffna)
is fairly well established:
They have all the attributes
of sovereignty and will fight
to hold that'’, the report
said.

PRICE INCREASE

We regret that rising pro-
duction costs, particularly
after the one-to-three per-
cent Defence Levy incre-
ase, have compelled us to
raise the price of the
LANKA GUARDIAN from
Rs, 7.50 to ten rupees.

An announcement about
overseas subscription rates
will be made soon.

D. P. Sivaram is

— Ed.

; on holiday,
He will resume his series on

oTamil Militarism®™ on July 1st.
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Briefly . . .

To annihilate
Tiger strength
The Acting State Minister
for Defence. John Amaratunge,
is reported Lo have told army
officers at the Palaly camp
in the MNorth, “The

Government has worked out

this:

its solution to the MWorth East
problem. 1t has to be imple-
The

Government would use maxi-

mented in two stages.

mum force for the total

annihilation of  the Tiger
strepgth and that would con-

stitute the first phase. After

completely wiping out the
menace in that manner, the
Government would ity to seek
a political solution to the

problem. The total annihila-
tion of Tiger power is an
essential prerequisite for this

excercise'.

Ranil blames
Opposition
House Leader Ranil Wick-
remasinghe told parliament,
winding up the debate for
the Government in the Mo Con-
fidence motion onthe Speaker,

that the Opposition was to
blame for the recent commao-
tion in the House. The

Opposition had been filibus-
tering, the Opposition
had been trying to intimidate
the Chair, he said.

and

Drugs meeting in
Colombo
The seventh meeting of the
SAARC Technical Committes

on the Prevention of Drug
Trafficking and Drug Abuse

be held at the Hotel
Ceylon Inter-Continental from
Tune 15— 17,

will

Iran moves for new
trade

Sri Lanpka’s trade ties with
Iran have so far been the tradi-
tional tea for oil. Now Iran
wants to break out into com-
mercial banking here and eng-

age in other capital ventures,

Trade Ministry sources dis-
closed,
In 1991 TIran bought 31.65

million kgs of tea, up 28 per
cent from 25.76 million kgs in
1990, Also, Iran supplies the
major portion of the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation’s crude
oil imports. 1992 8ri
Lanka has contracted to buy

For

one million metric tons from
Iran, which is about 66 per
cent of local requirements.

No-Confidence
motion on Speaker
The joint Opposition in
parliament moved a No Con-
fidence motion on Speaker
M. H. peohammed for:

Allegedly refusing to allow
the Opposition parties to ex-
press their views on certain
resolutions: declaring that cer-
tain resolutions had been put
to the House and passed; and
neglecting to take avote by
name when called for by the
Opposition.

The Opposition accused the
Speaker of depriving the Mem-
bers of Parliament of the
Opposition of their rights as
Members of Parliament,

No leadership dispute
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
MNational Organiser Mr Anura
Bandaranaike told a seminar
for local government politi-
Kandy that there
was no leadership dispute
in the SLFP, *Mrs Sirimavo
Bandarnaike is the undisputed

I will
whenever

cians in

leader of the party,
contest the
it falls wvacant™, sdid,
Others too will be free to
contest and the election will

office
he

“be by secret ballot, he added.

The  aspirations of the
peoople had changed and the

SLFP's policies must change
accordingly, Mr Bandaranaike
said. The SLFP must gain
victory by the popular ballot

unlike Wijeweera who triedto
grab power by the bullet.

That had cost 40,000 youths
their lives, he said.

Fatal floods

At least fourteen pecople
died when floods drowned
parts of Colombo and the

suburbs following unpreceden-
tedly heavy
rain on the night of June 4.

and continuous

Some posh  mansions in
Colombo  Three were also
inundated for the first fime

in history but nobody was
buried alive in these, although
Iuxury limousines and hi-tech
equipment were destroyed.




INDO—-US EXERGISES

INSTALLING A
REGIONAL

HEGEMON:?

Mervyn de Silva

Nnt impressed by the collapse
of the Soviet Union and
the end of the Cold war. 71
countries re-asserted the ‘'re-
levance” of nonalignment (NAM)
gt the meeting recently in Bali,

Indonesia. Later in May, “non-
alignment” was quietly buried
8t sea. Anppropriately in the

Indian ocean. MNehru, not Tito,
was the authentic architect of
NAM, although the first summit

was held in Belgrade. NAM
can still count on two-thirds
of the UN General Assembly.
The Indian navy conducted

joint military exercises with the
US fleet. More such exercises
are planned. Though the world
press  paid little  attention to
this sea-change, an unprece-
dented step in military coope-
ration between the sole super
power and the founder of non-
zlignment. India‘s neighbours are
talking. Has the US finally
conceded to India what it has
=0 zealously sought for so long?
s this formal US recognition
of Indja’s regional pre-eminence?

At South Asian  academic
exercises from Indira Gandhi's
time participants from the region
Save learnt to mind their P's —
prE-Eminent, paramount prepoan-
cerant, primacy pivotal. They
Save also been duly mindful of

fact that the Indian Ocean
= the only ocean named after
= country. Forall this polite
pooja, it is 3 quintessentially
Chinese term that the neighbours
Sear in mind. Hegemonism.

The word turned up the other
c=zy in an unlikely place — tha

Pantagon. A draft Defence Dept.
paper spoke ‘uf : India’s “hega-
monistic aspirations over states

in South Asia and the Indian
ocean”. On the eve of the
exercises, the Indian press an-

nounced that the offensive re-

mark had been deleted.

It late 1980, some Sri Lankan
editors and opposition politici-
ans were surprised to recaive
by post (sender unknown) a
document signed by General
David Jones, chairman US joint
Chiefs of the Staff. It mention-
ed in passing that the US nawvy
was enjoying much freer access
to Trincomalee, a harbour far
finar than Subic Bay. 5ri Lankan
President J. R. Jayewardene, nick-
named ‘Yankee Dicky" quite
early in his political career, was
pilloried in parliament. Had he
betrayed nonalionment 7 Had ths
government abandoned the Indian
Ocean Peace Zone' policy?
At the NAM summit in Lusaka
in 1970. Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Mrs. Bandaranaike, had
introduced a resolution to make
the Indian Ocean "a =zone of
peace’” free of hbig power
rivalry. The UN endorsed itin
1971. At the time, western
diplomats suspected that the
voice was the woice of Mrs.
Bandaranaike but the hand was
the hand of “big sister”
Indira Gandhi. (The same year,
India signed a Trealy of FPeaca
and Friendship with the USSR).

Indian goals Henry Kissingar
has said, will "ba eanalogous
to those of Britain in the 189th
century—a policy essentially shap-

ed by the Viceroy's office” in

Delhi. Yes, the vicereaal legacy
is the “burden” that Indian
policy planners seem 1o bear

go manfully. The “‘mare nostrum’”
or “British lake" ideas have in-
spired Indian scholars and
strategists long before  that
burden had passed in 1847.

The Indian scholar (later
Ambassador) K. M. Panikkar made
a strong case (1945) for *the
strategic unity’”’ of India, Ceylon
(Sri Lanka) and Burma, a pre-
condition for a ‘realistic” Indian
defence policy. The President
of the ruling Congress party
could say in 1949: "It cannot
be that Ceylon is in friendship
with a group with which India
is not in friendship”. Yet an-
other strategist K. B. Vaidya
(1949) argued that Burma and
Ceylon should be part of Indian
defence policy “‘whether they
will it or not’. The identifi-
cation with Britain is  clear
most of all in Vice Admiral
Ravi Kaul's parallel : *'Sri Lanka
is as important strategically to
India as Eire is to the U. K. or
Taiwan to China....."”

While the goals do parallel

imperial  Britain's, it is  the
methods and the manners that
are so suggestive of British
practice. Delhi's relations with
Sikkim, Bhutan, Nepal and
finally Sri Lanka have been

founded on “‘treaties or "“'accard”,
all painstakingly proper and |agal,
right from the start, 1848-50 to
the 1987, India-5ri Lanka “peace
accord”, Nehru (Cambridge)
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was even apologetic before being
patronising. “As much as we
8ppraciate the independence of
Nepal, we cannot allow anything
to go wrong to Mepal or permit
that barrier to be crossed or
weakened because that would
also be a risk to our security”.
(Too bad, chaps).

Having signed on the dotted
line in 1950, Nepal lifted a
leaf from the Indian book and
produced a “peace zone” pro-
posal of its own in 1975. Im-
plicit in this resolution, sup-
ported by 115 states, including
China, was a negation of India's
unspoken extra-territorial, secu-
rity-related claims over the
central Himalaya guaranteed by

the 1950 treaty, with Nepal,
says the MNepali scholar Chai-
tanya Mishra. Coercive diplo-

macy, intervention, and annexation
have been the familar Instru-
ments of strategy.

Indira Gandhi feared that the
staunchly pro-US Jayewardene's
palicies, economic and foreign,
would lead inevitably to Sri
Lanka being sucked into a pro-
western “alliance”. The way
it was going in the first few
vears of the Jayewardens's
administration, Sri Lanka would
become a Singapore in the
middle of the Indian ocean.

Mrs. Gandhi ordered B. A. W.,
India’s C. . A., to train and arm
the separatist Tamil “Tigers” In
special camps In India. Delhi
did have a legitimate reason to
support its argument that the
ethnic conflict in the island's
north was a “security threat”.
Only the narrow Palk straits
separated Sri Lanka's Tamil
north from the large southern
Indian state of Tamilnadu, a
state with a pre-independence
past of secessionist agitation.

Instinctively, *'Yankes Dicky"
Jayewardene turned to the US,
only to be told by President
Regan to ‘'settle it with India”
Was regional hegemony., im-
plicitly conceded ? Mrs Gandhi
perhaps understood it as a US
endarsement of her own “Indira
Doctrine’, a neo-Brezhnevite
“limited soversignty”, &nd not
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g "Monroe Doctrine” as some
other critics argued.
Reagan sent Vernon Walters

on a secret mission to Colombo,
As a result, an Israelli interests
section was opened in the US
Embassy,

The Monroe doctrine did legi-
timise American hegemonism in
Latin America but that in turn
created the conditions for a US
monopoly in the capitalist ex-
ploitation of the continent, and
the extraction of its wvast re-

source —a process for which
Eduardo Galleano found the
graphic expression ‘the open
veins of Latin America’. The

Indian intentions and the Indian
enterprise were quite distinctive.
The preoccupation is ‘‘security”’
Just as Brezhnev was worried
about the possible de-stabilising
impact on his Central Asian
(Moslem) southern flank and
the LUS-Pak-lran alliance.
Mrs. Gandhi was doeply
troubled by separatist Tamil
militancy in northern Sri Lanka,
so dangerously close to Tamil-
nadu. Of course, the other
cause for Indian anger and
anxiety was JRJ's pro-US, pro-
Pakistan policies,

“"Regional primacy has been
our unstated but clearly pursued
objective since we freed our-
selves from British rule, but not
from the British conception of
security. That Indian subcant-
inent is one strategic entity is
a concept the ruling elite proudly
claimed from the British ..."

This is & candid account of
Indian security doctrine and its
British roots. Coercive diplo-
macy is its essence: where il
fails other means such as de-
stabilisation, diffefent forms of
intervention and lastly invasion,
are adopted. The Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord is one striking illustration.
Another milder essay in thas
imposition of a hegemaonistic
will was the “sabotage” of last
year's SAARC summit which
had to be postponed in the
absence of King of Bhutan and
Delhi’s non-acceptance of His
Majesty’s nominee as a substitute

Supported by the strong evi-
dence of diplomatic “sabotage”
presented by many reputed In-
dian journalists who had arrived
in Colombo to cover the con-
ference and had refused to “buy”
the simple and innocent expla-
nation put out hera, this journal
was inclined to sea an “Indian
hand”. An eminent-Indian who
should know the ways of Indian
diplomacy, is similarly inclined.
K. Shankar Bajpai has been In-
dian Ambassador in Pakistan,
China and the U.S. and is
now a visiting professor at Ber-
keley, California, He writes: “'the
hostility between President Pre-
madasa and Indian leaders was
widely blamed as the reason
for India refusing to attend the
SAARC summit in December on
the pretext that since the Bhutan
King could not come anocther
date should be fixed...."”

There was a time when US
policy was broadily founded on
the assumption that its reglonal
interests could be best served
through active cooperation with
“*ragional influentials’’. Does tha
new military cooperation, drama-
tised by the joint exercises,
mean a return to that strategy
— Delhi as the sole superpower’s
regional rep? (Of course, | ex-
aggerata to make a point.) For
the West in general, the litmus
test is the ethnic conflict and
its negotiated settlement. in the
sage of S. L.

It is the meeting peint of all
the basic concerns of tha west-
ern  alliance, and now Japan,
the main donor. On this or that
particular question, ar in this
or that situation, differences
emerge. Yet that does not af-
fect the fundamental approach
to the Sri Lankan situation. The
athnic conflict is the point of
intersection of three principal
CONCErns:

(a) Democracy and fundamen-
tal rights, with a stress on
national minorities who require
special protection.

(b) Economic development bas-
ed on free-market paolicies, that
leads to capitalist growth.

(c) the political stability which
is a pre-condition for such



growth,
vestment.

essisted by faoreign in-

An  important consideration

which is a direct consequence
of this approach is “‘disarma=
ment” 8 steady reduction in

defence budgets. This is an
important US platform, and policy
priority.

Even percentages are now
fixed for heavy arms spenders —
the McMNamara thesis which has
influenced World Bank and IMF
thinking. It is in any case, com-
mon sense — development or de-
fence. {What the IBRD-IMF
don't guite grasp or comprehend
fully is that some of its policies
too rigidly or ruthlessly applied,
lead to sharp price increases
which in turn causes economic
-social unrest, and thus under-
mings the regime's popularity
and authority i.e. instability.
Either the regime is toppled or
it survives by a steady restriction
of democratic rights. Like most
of us, the IMF itself is caught
in a vicious circle).

Tha Mangala
Committes

Moonesingha
is the high point of

the western diplomatic effort:
an &all-party Parliamentary Select
Committes chaired by a MP of
the main Opposition party, and
a committes inspired by the
SLFP MP's own resolution. In
short, an almost ideal forum,
vigorously supported by Presi-
dent Premadasa himself — for
his own partisan purposes, the
Oppostion would intervene in a
necessary amendment to the
foregoing proposition. The dip-
lomatic community, which is not
wholly bereft of brains, is wil-
ling to consider that proposition
but the progress of the Com-
mittee outweighs other consider-
ations, whether UNP motivation
or any other.

Comes the Indian ban on the
LTTE, and High Commissioner
Jha firing away, both guns blaz-
ing in the weekend papers, to
signal, apparently, a new Indian
diplomatic high pressure offen-
sive. "Go for the Tigers"” “Get
Prabhakaran’ ‘Ban the LTTE"
“Extradite the bastard” etc. is
the Opposition’s choric cry,

And then, that impulsive, tho-
ughtless and disastrous step.

mangle the Mangala Moonsesingha
committee!

The ‘'sole superpower™ and
its powerful allies part company
with Regional Influentials Inc.
branches in Kathmandu, Dhaka,
Colombo, Thimpu etc.

Saner counsel prevails after
the minorities and their repre-
sentative  organisations make
their views very clear. Tha
Tamils, Muslims, Christians and
the US-led alliance wera far
too powerful a “lobby" for the
opposition to ignore. Besides
some of the Left parties were
deeply disturbed too.

The SLFP particularly  Mr.
Anura Bandaranaike, decides an-
ough’'s enough, The Opposition’s
return and High Commissionar
Jha's markedly low-key speach at
Rotary announce the maost
gignificant event of June.

Of course, it would be foolish
not to recodanise that this may
not have happened but for Pre-
sident Premadasa’s exceptionally
clever counter-move. Or ona-
two punch — military offensive
in the peninsula, peace offen-
sive in Vavuniya.

VASA OPTICIANS

207, 2nd Cross Strest,
Colombo - 11.

Telephone : 421631




New Trends in India’s Foreign Policy

Domestic Politics & Foreign

Policy Dimensions

Shelton Kodikara

Linkages between  foreign
policy and domestic politics
have become an important focus
of attention in the recent litera-
ture of international relations.
In discussing new trends in
India‘’s foreign policy, this paper
will attempt to highlight the
changing Indo-US relationship
against the background of these
linkages.

The end of Cold war in the
West, the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the effect this had
on India’s external trade com-
bined with India’s economic
crash in 1290, impelled the
Government of India to under-
take an “agonizing reappraisal”
of its foreign policy. To put
the economy back on course,
it became necessary for India
to ask for massive credits from
international lending institutions,
and agree to the inevitable
“conditionalities’’ to which such
credits are linked. India has
already received § 2.2 billien
from the IMF/World Bank, and

needs at least $ 3 billion more
to tide over its current eco-
nomic difficulties. India has
undertaken a market-oriented
package of economic reforms,
with public sector spending
reduced toa bare minimum in

the Eighth Five Year Flan, and
delicensing and deregulation
being undertaken across the
board in the sconomy. The par-
liamentary Opposition, especially
the Communists, have charged
the government with caving in
to IMF/World Bank pressures,
a charge thatis denied by the
Prime Minister.

But it is all too clear that the
Indian government, over the past
two vyears, has been all too
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predisposed to accomodate US
policy and interests in important
areas such as relations with
Israsl, Libya, the issuse of the
Gulf war, and India's willingness
to have joint naval exercises
with the US in the Indian Ocean
was a major reversal of its earliar
insistence that the Indian QOcean
should be a Peace Zons.

A discordant note in the Indo-
US relationship, even in the
post-Cold war period when
interactions between thes two
countries were incraasing sharp-
ly, was always present in India’s
determination to develop her
nuclear capabilities, and in ths
US abjective of containing the
nuclear capabilities of both India
and Pakistan. India has; with
good reason, refused to sign
the nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT,) and Pakistan’s
recent admission of a8 nuclear
weapons capability has justified
the Indian stand. The US adop-
tion of the Pakistani proposal
that the nuclear issue concern-
ing India and Pakistan be add-
ressed on a multilateral basis,
with Five Powers—US, Russia,
China, besides India and Pakis-
tan—ijointly guarantesing that
South  Asia  would remain
nuclear-free, has also npot met
with India‘s approval. When
Prime Minister MNarasimha Rao
met Prasident Bush early in
February 1992, he said he was
willing to enter into a construc-
tive dialogue with the US on the
nuclear issue, but he could not
agree to a five-power confer-
ance until its scope and the
rale in it of China, the US, and
Russia, were defined to Indian
satisfaction. The guestions India
had in mind pertained to doubts
whethar these three powers wera
going to act like monitors in

respect of India and Pakistan,
whether they themselves would
be subject to the sama restric-
tions and prohibitions as applied
to India and Pakistan, whether
it would be adeguata to mesat
the opsn-snded threat of the
spread of ex-Soviet nuclear
weapons, and so on. The US
Ambassador to India, William
Clark, has himself apparently
recognized India’s many suscep-
tibilities on the subject, because
he is on record as saying, late
in February (1892), that India
could evolve an alternate propo-
sal to ensure a ‘''workable
nuclear non-proliferation regime”
instead of signing NPT. He said:

As other nations progress to-
wards a saner and more sacure
non-proliferation environment,
India can continue to stand in
the wings. Or India can lead,
as it has in the past, by bring-
ing forward proposals to help
malke a workable non-prolifara-
tion regime—whetheron a regi-
onal basis or on a wider scale
—a reality. (Times of India
(NewDelhi), 25/2/92)

In tha context of the Indo-US
divergence on the nuclear issuse,
and in the context of a contro-
versial Pentagon policy document
which advocated the use of force
by the US to bring into line
recalitrant would-be nuclear po-
wers such as North Korea, Iraq,
India and Pakistan, the American
opposition to the transfer of
Russion rocket technology to
India provided the latest domes-
tic political flare-up affecting
relations between the two coun-
tries. The histary of the rockst
deal qgoes back to Movember
1890, when Russia/USSR signed
an agreement to provide one
cryogenic engine to India in



i
1984, and a second in 19895.
A third was to be developed in
India itself. The cryogenic en-
gine, which is a secondary
stage rocket, was to be used to
place a satellite in geostationary
orbit. Only three or four countries
possessed  this  sophisticated
liguid® hydrogen booster techno-
logy, and India’s launching
facilities at Sri Harikota wers
considered to be among the
best in the waorld, India‘s
contention was that the satel-
lite was intended 1o be used
only for educational and mete-
orological purposes. The US
objected 1o the deal in May
1992, just at the time when the
Russian Secretary of state, Gen-
nady Burbulis, was visiting India
to discuss the validity of agres-
ments signed between India and
the Soviet Union. While con-
firming the wvalidity of 67 of the
148 agreements signed between
the two countries, Burbulis also

confirmed the rocket deal. The
US objections wera made on
the basis that the rocket had

dual use, and could be used
to make & ballistic missile also,
and that it therefore within the
prescriptions laid down by the
Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR). The American
stance came as a considerable
embarassment to both India and
Russia, both of which which
were charting anew course in
foreign policy with the US. The
American announcement that
going through with the deal
would mean the invoking of
penalties against the Indian
Space Research Organisation
and the Russian space agency
Glavkosmos put both the Rus-
sians and the Indians into a
guandary just at the time of the
Bussian State Secrotary’'s visit
10 India. Statements were made
on both Russian and Indian sides
that the deal would be gone thro-
ugh, and American penalties were
guly announced—these being
=pplicable only to technology
transfers to ISRO and Glavkos-
705, and being limited to two
w=zrs. The Indian parliamentary
Opposition and media came out
strongly aoainst the American
ection. The [ndian Express (7

May 1992) commented edito-

rially:

Long befare the West Asian cri-
sis last year, the US had taken
the lead in getting most of
the Western developed coun-
tries to strengthen the Missile
Technology Control Regime
(MTCR}). After the war pre-
cipitated by the Iragi Invasion
of Kuwait, the US administra-
tion showed signs of a grow-

ing obsessession with the
enlargement of MTCR. The

reason obviously was its bitter
experience of dealing with
Saddam Hussein. That the US
administration had apprcved
substantial transfers of dual-
use technology to lrag be-
came an open secret soon  after
the Gulf war. This must have
weighed heavily on the Amaeri-
cans’ minds. Itis difficutl to
sae Washington’s ovar-sensiti-
vity to the Russian-Indian deal
in isolation from this psycho-
logical factor.

India's former Foreign Sec-
retary, Muchkund Dubey, wrote
in thea Times of fndia, Naw Delhi
(11 May 1992);

The US actions have given
rise to widespread resentment
in the country. Parliament has
been unanimous in demanding
that India should not succumb
to US pressure and accept
any threat or demand which
amounts to an abridgement
of our sovereignty. The sug-
gestion has also been made
that we should cancel the
planned joint naval exercise.

Stataments made subsequently
by the President of the Russian
Parliament seem to indicate that
there are second thoughts on
the Russian side about the deal.
Russia would certainly not pre-
judijce its burgeoning new rela-

tionship with the US just for the
sake of providing India with
dual-use technology. On the
Indian side, too, more important
issues than the rocket deal are
at stake in the Indo-US rela-
tionship. Development assistance
is one of these, but there is
also the developing new issue-
area of defence cooperation. It
is significent that Indo-US joint
naval exercises did take place,
involving two front-ranking war-
ships on each side, in the
Arabian sea off Cochin and Goa

at the end of May,

The Chairman of [SRO has
averred that the American ban on

the rocket deal was lntant?ed
to prevent India from occupying

an important place in the multi-
billion dollar space market, tak-
ing account of the fact that the
Indian side at Sriharikota is
ideally located and ‘‘is only the
second best launch pad in the
world next to Kourou (in French
Guinea)' [t was his view, how-
ever, that India could overcomsa
the sffects of the ban though

there would be delays and cost
overruns in completing the pro-
ject. (Daily News, 15 May 1992)

Among differences of opinion

between the US and India, the
issue of India’s development of

its Agni and Prithvi missiles
also looms largely. Prithvi isa
surface-to-surface missile with
a range of 150 kilometres. It
went through its second test
successfully early in May (1992)
and, together with Trishuf a
surface-to-air missile with a Skm
range, is expected to bs pro-
duced in 1992-93, after the
completion of user trials. Agni,
which is a ballistic, missile with

a 2,800 km range was sSuUcCCess-
fully test-fired on 22 May 1990,

but its sccond test-flight. on 29
May 1992, was reported not to
have besn on target.



Most important for India than
these differences is the changed
U S stand on Kashmir. Sharad
Pawar, Indian Defence Minister
told the Indian Parliament that
the US had informed Pakistan
in unequivocal terms that the

Kashmir issue could only bo
solved bilaterally by the twe

neighbouring countries, and that
the WS had warned Pakistan
about its involvement in aiding
and abetting terrorism in Kashmir
and Punjab. (/ndian Express, 7
May 1992) From supporting the
Pakistanis on their demand for a
plebiscite, this is a big change
of attitude on the part of the
U. 5. And so, the crisis in
Indo US relations caused by the
rocket deal, if it could be called
a crisis, has passed off without
any apparent serious damage to
the Improving Indo-US relation-
ship.

At the same time, there are
signs that India and Russia are
reconstituting their relationship
on the foundations laid by the
erstwhile Soviet Union. During
his May visit, Secretary of State
Burbulis said that the articles
of a new treaty, which will re-
place the Indo-Soviet treaty of
1971  (renewed 1991 ) were
finalised at talks with Indian
leaders, and that it could be
sipned when Russian President
Baris Yeltsin visited Mew Delhi
in the second half of 1992.

With Russia's decision to make
the rouble convertible as from
next July, there would also be
a massive devalution of Russian
currency in terms of the US
dollar, and this might have
beneficial effects for India. It
has been anticipated that India
might be able to sharply reduce,

if not cancel altogether, its
outstanding debt to the legal
heir to the Soviet Union. Its

aentire rouble debt can be clea-

red by India with US 5130
million, or even less. At the
Burbulis talks, Russia agreed

to regularise crude oil supplies
to India and to sort out diffe-

rences regarding the problem
of debts. Russia agreed to resume

defence supplies to India opened
a Hs 2.5 billion credit to Russia

for the export of tea, ‘cnffee,
tobacco, and spices. (Times of

fndia {New Delhi), 6 May 1992).

A sign of the changing Indian
foreign policy oriention, how-
ever, was that India was also
opening out a new chapter of
defence cooperation with the
USA. A new Indo-US Army
Streering Committee has been
set up, the role of which is
not very clear at this stage.
But much significance is atta-
ched to the visit, early in 1992
of Indian Army Chief of Staff,
General Rodriguez to the Pen-
tagon, and to the later visit of
General Jimmy V. Adams, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the USAF
in the Pacific, who had what
were called “wide-ranging dis-
cussions” with India’s Chisf of
the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
M. C. Suri (see The Statesman
(Delhi), 4/3/92).

The Indian Air Force, in par-
ticular, has been on the look-out
for cofitrol systems, and is the
sarvice arm which has been least
affected by recent defence bud-
getary cuts in India. Some
assistance from the US has alrea-
dy been received by India in
its attempt to devaelop a light
combat aircraft. PFresent trends
seem to indicate that Indian
attempts to indigenise the pro-
duction of the light combat air-
craft may not be realised in the
immediate future, and India may
have to rely on co-production
with the US. Similarly India

might become dependent on the
uUs for Airborne Warning and
Contral Systems (AWACs) and
mid-air refuelling capabilities.
India has a choice between US
French and British versions of
the advanced jet trainer, but
buying aircraft trom the US
may not materialise in the imme-
diatz future because of foreign
exchange constraints. India may
eventually opt, as China did,
for the modernization of its
Mig-21 fleet, which forms the
backbone of the IAF, in the
present state of its economy.
India also decided, in March
1892, to purchase on deferred
payment, between 315 and 450
M109 self-propelled guns from

the US to strengthen Army
strike  formation. Indo-lsraeli
joint ventures in the field of de-
fence technology and purchasa
by India of lsraeli radar systems,
which are also projected, supple-
ment Indian plans to modernise
its defence system. The new
ties which are developing bet-
wean India and Russia envisage
the continuance of the supply
spares for the former Soviet
weaponary in use in India, as
well as deals for the 5_upply
of Mig-31s and SU-28 fighter
-bombers. The difference from
the old arrangements are that
these supplies will now have
to be paid for partly in hard
currency and partly on deferred
payment. VWhat Russia appears
to be most interested in at the
moment is the sale of a (Charlie
class) nuclear submarine, similar
to the one which India retum!ad
to the Soviets after the expiry
of its four-year lease period.
The indications are, hu'uf.revar
that India may not be so inter-
ested in this deal because India
itself is close to developing its
own nuclear propulsion system
for submarines, and might alrea-

dy have acquired the hull and
system design for building an
indigenous nuclear submarine,

(see Indian Express (New Delhi),
9 March 1992)



Indian Ocean and Delhi’s Strategy

Gamini Keerawella

he Indian policy-makers were

aware of the adverse impli-
cations of nurturing Tamil mili-
tants; but they hoped, at least
8t the beginning, that they could
control the Tamil militants when
they want. They were confident,
in the light of post-19263 politi-
cal developments in Tamil MNadu,
that the ability of Sri Lankan
Tamil militants to revive seces-
sionism in Tamil Nadu is limited
and that the problems would be
seltled before the situations be-
came out of control. The Indian
policy-makers realized that Sri
Lankan ethnic crisis and the acti-
vities of Sri Lankan Tamil mili-
tant groups gave them an oppro-

tunity to influence Sri Lankan
foreign policy. They were wvery
quick to exploit it. As such, it

is necessary to analyze the Indian
strategy regarding the ethnic cri-
sis In the broader contaxt of
indian foreign policy objectives.
India used this convenient leve-
rage lo exert pressure on  Sri
Lanka, specially after 1980, to
change the foreign policy direc-
tion which India considerad as
contradictory to its foreign policy
interests,

The change of governments in
both countries in 1977 and their
commeon political orientation bro-
wght the regimes of the Janatha
Coalition of India and the UNP
of Sri Lanka more closer and
personal relations bstween the
two heads of governments were
sxcellent between 1977-1930.
This personal factor thar led to
cordial Indo-Sri Lanka relations
Segan to change after Indira
Gandhi came to power again in
1280. Jayaratnam Wilson recalls
that '(I)n conversation with Ta-
=i Leaders, she (Indira Gandhi)
referred to President Jayewar-
Z=ne and Morarji Desai as the
swo old foxes". As Shelton Kodi-
k=ra points out “Mrs. Gandhi
r==cted harshly against the Jaye-
wardene government's wvindicti-
v=nmsss in depriving Mrs. Banda-
r=m=ike of her civic rights on
crounds which she regarded as
sourious and which seemed to

be highly politically motivated.
There was no love lost between
Indira Gandhi and J. R, Jaye-
wardene. It was in this cantext
that India became more than
usually sensitive foreign policy
trends in Sri Lanka'. The per-
sonal factors do have a consi-
derable impact on the climate
of interstate relations. but it is
not possible to scals down the
entire process to such subjec-
tive lines. The pro-American tilt
in the foreign policy of Jays-
wardena regime which becams
apparent after 1980 was more
impartant. In this context, after
1980, |India suspected that Sri
Lanka was gradually moving
away from its traditional non-
aligned plank. Further. [India
feared that Sri Lanka's close ra-
lationship and possible alliance
with the United States would
open up the relatively calm
Southern flank to a new form
of security threat. Some foreign
policy initiatives of Sri Lanka
made India think that Colombo
is entering into the Karachchi-
Washington axis. The refusal
of Sri Lanka under the Jayewar-
dene regime to denounce the
existance of superpower bases
in the |ndian Ocean at meetings
of the Non-aligned Movement
(NAM) was citad as a matter
for Indian apprehensions,
Though Sri Lanka's soft-pedal-
ling of its earlier more articu-
lated position regarding the
superpower naval presence be-
came more visible under the
Jayewardene regime, the gradual
shift in this direction dated back
to 1975, before Jayewardene
assumed office. The more critical
attitude vis-a-vis the West held
in the early 1970s gradually
began to mellow during the last
phase of Sirima Bandaranaike's
Premiership, and was clearly appa-
rent during the Colombo MNAM
Summit. In October 1975, U. 5.
warships attached to the Seventh
Fleet (two missile carrying des-
troyers — the USS Warden, and
the WSS Turner Joy and the US
Fiset replace vessel, USS Wispil.

(The zuthor is a Sri Lankan academic now in Australis)

lion) visited Colombo. When
tha opposition asked the Prime
Minister how the granting of
port visits to the naval vessels
of the U. 5. Seventh Fleet could
be reconciled with her professed
policy on the Indian OQcean
Peace Zone, Mrs. Bandaranaike
replied:
(T)here is nothing incompatible
with the IOPZ Declaration and a
foreign warship, including that of
Great Powors, visiting Sri Lanka
port for any purposs not associa-
ted with a threat or uss of fomca
against any coastal or hinterland
state of the Indian Oczan provided
also that the visits are not asso-
ciated with any base Tfacilities for
these vessaels in Sri Lanka.
There is no fundamental
ference between this
and President Jayewardena's
explanation for granting port
visits to the U. 5. Mawy. As far
as the |0PZ is concerned, Sri
Lanka strongly registered its
reluctance to direct IOPZ  only
against the Superpowers by mid
1870s at the deliberations of
the U.N. Ad Hoc Committes
on the Indian Ocean. India's
concern about port visits of the
U.S. Navy after 1980 must be
viewed in the context of the
changad politico-strategic map
of the Indian Ocean following
the lranian revolution and the
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.
The U. S. response to the poli-
tical developments to ‘the Arc
of Crisis’ unleashed a new wave
of militarization of the Indian
Ocean bagan aftar 1979. The post-
1977 U.N.P. regime was heavily
dependent on the United States
and other western powars for
economic assistance in the form
of loans and grants. The success
of the main elements of their
development strategy, namealy
the export promotion zone, the
accelerated Mahaweli develop-
ment scheme and ths integrated
rural development programmes,
wers conditional to the injection
of western capital. In this con-
text, India feared that Sri Lanka
under Jayewardens was a sasy

dif-
statemen
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bid for Amearicans in their bas®
strategy linked with the RDF
and Sri Lanka would offer mill-
tary-logistic facilities in exchang®
for American military assistance
to suppress the Tamil militancy.
Especially after 1983, Sri
Lanka's foreign policy behavior
generated an impressionin India
that it was trying to develop
relations with Powers unfriendly
to India in South Asia and out-
side, In this respect, Sri Lankan
relations with Pakistan caused
much concern in New Delhi.
Pakistan readily extended its as-
sistance to train officers of the
Special Task Force (STF).
President Jayewardene's visit to
Pakistan in April 1885 was
interpreted as an attempt 1o
forge the Karachchi link which
was believed to be anti-Indian
in content. Answering 28 gues-
tion at a news conferance in
Karachchi on April 4th, 1985
Jayewardena said that *'we wish
the people of Kashmir should
be allowed to decide about their
future themselves'. Thus, Jaye-
wardene touched a very Sensi-
tive nerve in the indo-Pakistani
rivalry. His remark on Kashmlir
Provoked strong crticism in India
and Indian Minister of State of
External Affairs Alam Khan des-
cribed the remarks as 'deplora-
ble' in the Lok Sabha. How-
ever, the impotant issue here 1S
is whether the post-1982 foreldn
policy actions of Sri Lanka
cited as anti-indian, were the
reasons for or the outcome oOf
Indian invelvement inthe Sri Lan-
kan affairs because many foreign
policy initiatives were desperate
and defensive moves on the
part of Sri Lanka to the Indian
invalvement in the crisis,
Many foreign policy concerns
of India vis-a-vis Sri Lanka that
provided the inputs to the Indian
policy regarding the crisis were
ultimately linked to the defense
concerns of India. The argument
that the Indian involvement in
the Sri Lankan crisis could suf-
ficiently be explained in terms
of Indian defense concerns is
based on the assumption that
the ethnic issue was not ] the

policy target in itself but a
means of achieving other ends.
These ‘other ends’ must be
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understood in relation to defense
concemns and threat perceptions.
The arguments presented by the
‘defense school’ could be divi-
ded into two broad categories:
first, India perceived that some
actions of the Jayewardens
regime posed a security threat
to India, and, in acting basi-
cally defensively India exploited
the crisis to force Sri Lanka to
change these actions; second,
India used the crisis to esta-
blish her hegemony in tha reaion,
warranted by its military growth.
which was basically offensive
in nature.

According to the first line of
argument, India’s threat percep-
tions are centered around three
issues: the alleged offer of base
facilities to the U. S, Nawy in
Trincomalee, the handling of
pil-tank farm project contract,
and the agreement with the
Voice of America Broadcasting
Service. The noticeable increase
of port-call visits of the U. 5.
Mavy to Trincomalee for ‘Rest
& Recreation’ after 1980 sus-
tained Indian apprehensions of
the possibility of Trincomales
becoming an U. 5. naval staging
post. This issue was raised by
the Sri Lankan opposition at
the Mational State Assembly and
the President Jayewardene expl-
ained his position as ‘we are
doing nothing of that kind (base
Facilities). Of course, we are
allowing warships of all coun-
tries, not necessarily the United
states, to call at our ports”
Howewver. leaking of a secret
document in which Gen. David
Jones, then Chairman of the
U. 5. Joint Chiefs of Staff,
referred to such a possibility
provided substance to Indian
speculations. In no time Sii
Lanka declared that reference
was an error and subsequently
U. 8. Government also rectified
the error. In 1881, the U. S.
Ambassador to Sri Lanka Donald
Toussant in a public statement
affirmed that there was no U. 5.
design on Trincomales.

In this context, the way the
Trincomalee Qil Tank Farm pro-
ject was handled in 1882 reve-

aled the geo-political realities
of the south Asian security
framework. After international

call for tenders to recondition

and leass out 99 fuel storage
tanks used during the Waorld
War |l, owverlooking the tender

forwarded by the Indian MNatural
Gas and Qil Corporation, the
Sri Lankan government selected
the coastal Corporation of Ber-
muda which enjoyed contracts
with the U, S. Navy. It is
important to note that the deal
involved modernization of jetty
and mooring facilities. The Indian
expression of its disconfiture
made Sri Lanka to call for frash
contracts with condition that
no feul should be suppliad for
foreign military use and the
contract was awarded to the
Oroleum (Pvt) Ltd. of Singapore
a consortium consisting of Oil
Tanking of West Germany and
Tradinaft of Switzerland. |t was
charaed that the hastly-formed
Oroleum consortium was a front
for the U. §. Coastal Corpora-
tion enginesred by D. H. Miller
who was a manager of the
Coastal Corporation of Singapora.
In that context, Sri Lanka had
to cancel the offer and postpone
the project. This entire episode
heightened the Indian fears that
the U.S5. was eyeing Trincoma-
lee. This is well raflacted in
the writings of Indian analysts.
For instance, K. Subrahmanyam
remarked:

The U. 5. appears to have accor-
ded in the recent pariod a greater
pricrity to Sri Lanka and its mari-
time facilities than was the case
in the past. This is understandable
in view of (a3) the greater need
for facilities in Indian Ocean, be-
cause of the increased level of
US naval presence, and (b) to
develop Sri Lanka or other similar
alternatives as back-up options in
the svent of tho denial of Subic
Bay in 1he Philippines to tha U. 5.
Mavy at some future date.

The news that Sri Lanka
agreed to grant permission to
the Voice of America to upgrade
its facilities in the island was
in the air even before the rou-
tine five-year renawal of an agree-
ment, first concluded in 1952
with the WVOA, came in 1383.
India expressed its concern right
away and, in December 1381,

Indian External Affairs Mini-
gter Narasimha Rao remarked
that India hoped that these

facilities given by Sri Lanka

{Continped on page 15)
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-Fact and Fiction:
The De Silva vs. Roberts Debate

Jane Russell

iliHl'stvt:nﬂ,.n'” it is said, ‘“‘rep-
eats itself: historians each
other.” Thouogh witty, this eup-
horism is rarely true. Historians
are for the main part much too
self-opinionated to stoop to par-
rot-like copying of each other's
ideas. Mo, the borrowing of a
plum fact or even plummier
quote with which to buttress
a pet theory while woefully
misreading or wilfully ignoring
arguments which don't tie in
with their own has been the
practice of historians since the
first intellectually curious man
looked backward in the hope
of gaining some pointers to
posterity.

History is not an exact science,
and | would suspect as a mo-
untebank anyone who argues
that it is, because history relies
on the subjective discrimination
and skills of the historian for
the selection, interpretation and
communication of historial facts.

Facts may be sacred but for
the historian the first question
is always “which facts?" (the
actual sub-conscious question
is probably closer to ""Whose
nistory is this anyway?''). The
second question, *“Why these
facts in particular — what do
they mean?’”, which may sven
preface the first, necessarily en-
t2ils as ubjective response. Selec-
fion and interpretation are the
Beead and butter of the histo-
nizn. The jam is communication.
Churchill was a rotten historian
Sut he wrote like a crime re-
porter. His histories had the
Sipping quality of the good
woodunnit and his idiosyncratic
wiew of history drew a far wider
re=dership than the equivalent
scholarly texts. These may have
B=come the university textbooks

but by comparison with Chur-
chill’s they were dull as ditgh-
water and promptly ditched by
all but the most earnest

However, well-documented, un-
less a history is well-written,
it is the driest dust that blows:
Facts by themselves convey
nothing. They must be woven
into a coherent, thought-provo-
king argument which, when un-
folded, stirs the imagination of
the reader. In the hands of a
master, histary can be as me-
marable and vivid as the finest
literature. Indeed, at the highest
level, where Plutarch mests
Shakespeare for example, great
history and great literature feed
off each other.

About a year ago, a grittily

acerbic debate took place in the

feature pages of the Lake House
Press between Kingsley de Silva,
Professor of Sri Lanka History
alt Peradeniya University, and
his erstwhile colleague and col-
laborator, Michael Roberts, pre-
santly lecturing in Social An-
thropology at the University of
Adelaide, Australia. The contro-
versy was prompted by de Silva's
none-too-favourable review of
Roberts' book {written in col-
laboration with Percy Calin-
Thome and Ismeth Rahesm)
about the Portuguese and Dutch
Burghers, “People In-Between®,
Roberts took advantage of a
research trip to Sri Lanka to
pen a couple of rejoindars to
de Silva's criticism which opened
the way for de Silva to take
up cudgels again and the de-
bate plng-ponged with rollick-
ing fury for several issues of
the Daily News and Observer
— if in answer to the featurs
editor's prayer for good material.

The arguments ranged aover
aspects of racism, casteism and

xenophobia manifest in Sri Lan-
ka's  history since tha 16th
century, but the core issue was
whether or not there exists an
objective’ standard of historical
research and interpretation. De
Silva maintained that thzre was
such a norm or standard, which
could be approached by use of
the empirical method, which he
claimed was ‘‘based solidly aon
gvidence”. Although he did not
state baldly, the underlying sug-
gestion was that this so-called
‘empirical approach’ led to con-
clusions that were wirtually ir-
refutable. As Roberts had pat-
ently deviated from this empiri-

cism in his book by adopting
what Roberts himself termed
the  “hermeneutic”” approach,

Roberts conclusions were thera-
fore mere “fanciful theorising”,
whereas de Silva’s ware robust-
ly correct and true.

It was unfortunate that Rob-
erts should have called his non-
empirical approach to history by
such a high-falutin nama: "her-
meneutic’’ simply means to use
the imagination creatively. Par-
haps Hoberts, still a little un-
sure of this new approach, has
dressed it up, &8s academics tend
to, in classically derived jargon.

It's a well known marketing
ploy that a touch of latin or
greek adds “an air of respec-

tability”, but here it only served
to cloud the issue (the acade-
mic might say ‘obfuscate’) which
improved the credibility of da
Silva's case., Lucky de Silval
His case was in actuality so
poor that it needed all the ob-
fuscation it could muster.

It is silly to maintain, as de
Silva tried to do, that there is
one and only one "correct’! his-
torical perspective., There are
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8s many views of history as
there are historians.

The reconstruction of the past
by an historian can never bas
the same as the individual or
collective experience of that
past, although it can represent
it in some relational way. The
actual past, as it was lived, is
an absentes from history as it
is recorded and recalled, The
histarian must take a leap of
imagination from the present
into the past in order to “sea’
it at all. The facts he repro-
duces to give solidity to his
particular picture are but a tiny
fraction of the multitude avai-
lable to him. His image, his
thesis may well be solidly based
on evidence, but a wholly dif-
ferent picture or thesis could
be built on identical histarical
sources. “Whose history is this
anyway?" is always the perti-
nent question. As Roberts argued
last year, it is “the delusion
of diehard empiricists that en-
ables them to believa in the
definitiveness of their conclu-
slons*”. Qne credible historian‘s
speculation is as valid as the
next one; the point is who is
to be the judge of credibility?

It would be instructive at
this point to compare, say, the
histories written by Dutch Afri-
kaaners about the Boer War and
its consequences with those of
British and Black African histor-
ians. The varlance of viewpoint
about the same set of facts
would make startling reading.

A man's identity in the civic
sense is founded upon his view
of history. The line where
mythology mests fact in histary
is very hazy. In the end it
depends (as the physical sciences
are now coming to realise) on
the point of observation. History
is neither fact nor fiction: it is
imaginatively selected and pre-
sented facts creating a story
that is not just plausible but
exciting enough to stimulate
the imagination and the emot-
ions. It is in fact ‘‘faction”,
that literary form beloved of
autobiographical novelists which
combines fictional facts with
factual fiction.

12

Though unintentional, the pun
is significant. Written history
is indeed the view of a “faction’

a paolitical or social interest
sufficiently  solidified to want
to leave its impress on gene-
rations yet to come. The Maha-
wamsa is the oldest known
example of a historiography
used to perpetuate a particular

state, the Sinhalese-Buddhist,
Originally it was a secret docu-
ment, meant only for the eyes
of kings, the highest officers
of state and the guardians of
the religion. In its trans-
lation from venerated stata secrat
to historical treatise open to
public scrutiny, it has lost much
of its mystique, but only when
the Sinhalese Buddhist state
feels securs enough to spawn
parody of the Mahawamsa along
the lines of *“10686 and All
That™ will it lose its powsrful
hold an the imagination of the
majority of Sri Lankans.

However, to return to de
Silva & Roberts: the particular

bone over which they ware
contending was the allaged
racism (monoculturalism is a

more neutral term) shown by
the: Sinhalese towards the
Burgher's from the time of the
first Portuguese landing onwards.
De Silva challenged what he
termed "the validity of the basic
message of his {Roberts,) book
that the Burghers ware lnokad
down upon by the Sinhalese.
My contention is that they were
never the object of Sinhalese.

hostility. De Silva contends
with great style but where is
the "“salid empirical evidence’

for his contention as against
that of Roberts” ? This is meraly
de Silva's view. But surely, it
is absurd for de Silva to main-
ain that thae

Sinhalese wers
not hostile to the Burghsrs:
the Portuguese came to 16th

century Sri Lanka in much the
same way as epace invaders
might come to planet Earth
today. Is it not obvious that
the Sinhalese would have had
the most marked feelings of
hostility towards these unwanted
and well-armed strangers who
had dropped from nowhere into
their midst to cast avaricious

eyas upon their green and
pleasant land ? And would not
their sense of alienation and
resentment have increasad with
every atrocity made by the
Portuguesa upon their religion?
And when the Portuguese were
replaced by the Dutch, whose
tongue twisting language must

have resounded in their ears
like the donkey's bray to the
“kuruminiha®, their xenophobia

would have markedly grown and
reached itz apotheosis in naked
hatred of the snobbishly racist
and class-conscious Britisher.
Given their historical experience,
would it not have been as-
tounding if the Sinhalese had
not felt racially and culturally
under threat?

That is not to deny that thera
were @ individuals even in larga
numbers amongst the Sinhaless
as well as the European com-
munities who sought and gave
respect, friendship and even love
to their fellow human beings
from such a different cultural
background. Out of the entirs
crew of the S. 5. Ann, the only
one who did not settle down
and live happily ever after was
the misanthrope Robert Knox.
But as a political group, the
Sinhalese had been powerless
to resist the incursion of these
outsiders, and impotence breeds
resentment.

It de Silva objects so strongly
to Robert's, “purposeful attampt
to link it {his study of the
Burghers) inextricably with —
hera | quote his (Robert's) own
words — the essentials of Sinhala
history, of Sinhala thought pro-
cesses, it can only bs because
de Silva, as one of the stoutest
defenders of the status quo,
prefers @ communal compart-
mentalisation of the island’s
recent  history which thereby
enables him to portray the past
forty years of Sinhalese Bud-
dhist majority rule in something
other than racist {or mono-
culturalist) terms. It iz to
Roberts® credit that he has had
the courage to call & ‘mammoty’
a 'mammoty’ (or would it be
udella?’) by emphasising in his
‘outline  “the  racialist sub-

{Continued on page 24)



Human Rights, Democracy
and Development

Neelan Tiruchelvam

Ince your class entered High

School in 1988, until this
day of your graduation, the
world has witnessed momentous
changes. FPerhaps thera is no
comparable period in this cen-
tury which has so dramatically
changed the course of human

destiny. During these years, wa
witnessed the liberal demo-
cratic transitions in  Eastern

Europe, the collapse and sub-
sequent disintegration of the
Spviet Unpion Into  soversign,
equal and independant Republics,
somewhat loosely linked togethar
ss the commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States. These changes
had important consequences for

the developing world for with
the collapse of an ideclogy
there was similar loss of cer-

tainty with regard to the effi-
cacy of an alternative develop-
ment vision. In South Africa,
equally dramatic changes have
taken place which have captured
the political imagination of those
engaged in the struggle through-
out the world for the dismant-
ling of apartheid. Constitutional
negotiations are now taking
place which are likely to bring
about black majority rule, while

safeguarding the rights and
freedoms of  all regardless of
colour ‘or ethnicity. Even if &

constitution acceptable to all is
drafted the larger challenge
would be to overcome the ex-

tensive brutalisation, and 1o
restore respect for  the  rule
of law. Even within our
sub-continent, we have wit-
nessed during the past four
y=ars, changes which were

beyond our most optimistic ex-
pectations. In  the landlocked
Himalayan Kingdom of MNepal
sovereignty has been wvested in
the people of Nepal, who ars

(The author ifs Director, [Intor-
national Centre for Ethnie Studies)

now governed by an electad
government. In Pakistan, and
Bangladesh, both of which
countries emerged out of &
bloogdy partition  or  equally
brutal civil war, multi-party de-

mocracy has takan the place
of military regimas. These wara
moments of triumph in the
struggle for democracy and

human rights.

Wa also had our moments of
tragedy, of anguish and of
despair. In June of 18983, in
Tiananmen Sguare many dreams
were shattered when the students
democracy movemsnt was brut-
ally crushed. In Burma, Aung
San Suu Kyl and other political
dissidents languish in incar-
caration, whila the military junta
refuses to transfer power to the
Mational League for Democracy
which won a colossal electoral

victory in May 1980. In our
society, the oquest for peace
remains elusive, despitle each

cycle of brutality reminding us
of the futility of violence and
of destruction.

Class of 1992, you are on
the threshold of moving out of
the relatively sheltered environ-
ment of 0. C. 5. to face the
problems and challenges of
adulthood in a rapidly changing
world. It is therefora appropri-
ate that we reflect for a few
moments on moral and social
issuss which many countries
canfront in seeking human rights,
democracy end development.

Paul Sieghart, the renowned
human rights scholar and acti-

vist, has stated that one of the
most cynical propositions  in
politics is that “you cannot
make omelettes without break
ing eggs’. In tha field of
economic development, it has
meant that you cannot creats

the benefits of growth, without
violating at least temporarily
the human rights of a subs-

tantial number of citizens. This

thesis has led many countrias
in South-East Asia to argue
that human rights and demo-

cracy must be subordinated 1o
the imperatives of development.
The newiy industrialised count-
ries — which arg  sometimes
desctibed as the four tigars —
are cited as inspiring axamplas
of this dubious proposition. But
of these countries, two, Singa-
pora and Hong Kong are small
city-states, and it would b=
difficult to draw broad general-
isations from their wvery parli-
cular expariencas. In the absence
of empirical evidence the pro-
position seems no more than
an | assertion of ideology. It
became further discredited with
the collapsa of the Marcos
regime, as it becams clear that
the proposition was no more
than a justification for author-
itarianism and for the naked
abuse of political power. 1t is
one of the singular achieve-
ments of this development da-
cada that it is now widely
accepted that human rights is
integral to development. This
means that respect for indivi-
dual human rights promotes and
does not hinder economic deve-
lopment.

The question does arise as
to what we mean by human
rights in this regard. Doess it
mean civil and political rights
such as the right to |lifs, the
freedom from torture or arbitrary
arrest, and the freedom of
spesch? Or should our dafinit-

ion of human rights also in-
clude social, economic and
cultural rights such as the right
to food, the right to health,

gducation and a livelihood, This
iz an issue which in the past
divided the East and the West.
The countries of Eastern Europe

and the former Soviet Union
tanded to accord primacy to
social and economic rights,
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while the West emphasised the
centrality of civil and political
rights. With the collapse of
the cold war, there is appre-
hension that social-economic
rights would be further down-
graded. Although it is frequently
asserted that civil-political and
social-economic rights are inter-
dependent, this appears to bhe
no more than empty rhetoric.
There are no effective mechanisms
to monitor socio-ecanomic rights,
and they tend to be viewed
negatively as policy aspirations
rather than giving rise to rights
which are legally enforceable
against a state. Central to any
process of development is the
elimination of poverty. Poverty
is associated with widespread
dznial of human rights as the
poor are powerless, wunable to
organise and defend themselves.
As more developing countries
pursue developmental modsls
which emphazise aconomic
liberalization, there is apprehen-
sion that this couid lead to
the dismantling of social wel-
fare measure and further decline
in the physical guality of life
of the poor and the disadvant-
aged. Even within industrialised
countries, there is a realisation
that they can no longer ignore
the social needs of the urban
underclass and that the continuing
neglect of these issues could
place in jeopardy, the egalitarian
ideals which ara central to the
democratic order,

A guestion which has becom®
central to the relationship bet-
ween human rights and deve-
lopment is the issue of political
canditionalities. This means that
the industrialised countries which
provide developmental assistance,
now insist that the continuance
of such assistance, would be
dependent on the observance of
political conditions such as good
governance and the observance
of civil a&nd political rights.
Developing countries, by and
large, have resisted the link
between the human rights re-
cords and aid on the ground
that such conditions infringe
on their national sovereignty.
Human rights groups on the other
hand, have welcomed snch in-
itiatives as they believe that
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they are likely to result in
improved compliance with inter-
national human rights standards.
They also argue that there are
no issues of national sovereignty
which would serve as a barrier
to international concern on human
rights and humanitarian issues.
They further argue that deve-
loping countries by becoming
signatories to international human
rights  instruments,  veluntarily
accept international scruiiny of
their domestic human rtights
records. Even the World Bank
which had in the past, refused
to take account of nan-econo-
mic factors in defining its poli-
cies on assistance, has increas-
ingly recognised the importance
of the 'good governance’.

But the link between human
rights and development threatens
to further polarise the inter-
nationa! community along Morth-
South lines.

In East Timer in MNovember
891, Indonesian soldiers fired at
a funeral procession killing and
injuring dozens of civilians. In
response to international protest
against the incident, Indonesia
appointed an inquiry tribunal.
In consequence of the report,
the Government expressed regret
and suspended two senior mili-
tary officials who were in
charge of the soldiers. Many
observers mistakenly interpreted
the Indonesian response as an
acknowledgement of the legit-
macy of international human
rights concerns, However, the
Indonesian  Government within
a few weeks terminated its aid
relationship  with the Nether-
lands which had been one of
the most severe critics of the
East Timor incident. There was
similar retaliatory action by
Kenya when it severed diplo-
matic relations with Norway in
response  to MNorwegian criticism
of Kenya's treatment of political
dissidents, China has been one
of the leading oppanents of any

attempt to  link human rights
records to aid, trade or muolti-
lateral assistance. China was

subject to continuing criticism

of its suppression of the pro-
democracy movement, and of
political  dissidents. U.S. re-

presentatives of multilateral deve-
lopment banks are required to
oppose loans to governments
engaged in the gross violations

of international human rights,
After the Tienanmen sguare
massacre, the U.S. opposed
loans to China from June 882
until Feb. 890,

If the donor community isto
be eiffective in maintaining this
policy. there is a need for both
credibility and consistency. Cre-
dibility is related to the ability
of the MNorth to ensure that
in the South within its national
borders categories such as re-
fugees, migrant workers and its
own . under-class, are not sub-
ject to discriminatary and arbi-
trary treatment. There can be
no  such credibility if thare is
canscpicious disparity between
domestic  practices and inter-
national policies on human rights.
The issue of consistency arises
when there is selectivity with
regard to the countries who are
subject to punitiver measures.
s the decision to suspend or
terminate developmental assis-
tance based solely on human
rights considerations or is it
more likely that factors such as
geo-political  importance, the
economic model pursuad by the
recipient country and domestic
politics are likely to influence
such decisions?

The whole question of poli-
tical conditionalities has also
resulted in criticism that deve-
loped countries are seeking to
imposa western wvalues and in-
stitutions on non-wesiern socie-
ties under the guise of promo-
ting good governance and human
rights. The universal character
of human rights is now being
challenged by many nations .n
the South, Aung San Stu Kyi
recently argued thar itisapuz-
zlement to the Burmese on how
concepts  which recognise “in-
herent dignity, equal and inali-
enable rignts of human beings,
and which accept that all men
are endowed with reason and
conscience, and which recom-
mend the wunivaersal spirit of
brotherhood ean be inimical to
indigenous values. It is also
difficult for them to understand



how any of the rights contain-
ed in the 30 Articles of the
Univarsal Declaration of Human
Rights can be seen as anything
but wholesome and good. If
ideas and beliefs are to be de-
nied wvalidity outside geographi-
cal and cultural bounds of their
arigins, Buddhism would be con-
fined to Morth India, Christianity
to a narrow tract in the Middle
East and lIslam to Arabia. How-

ever traditional conceptions of
justice and governance have
bsen imaginatively invoked to

suppart the struggle for demo-
cracy.

The recent conflict in Thai-
land between pro-democracy for-
ces and the Thai military, pro-
vides us with an interesling ex-
smple on the role of traditions
in the political life of Thailand.
The Thai King intervened in this

conflict and the reverence for
tradition was so strong Ltf_':at
both the military and civilian

groups engaged in the struggle
for democracy unguesioningly
accepted his resolution of the
crisis. The King lent his weight
in favour of constitutional amend-
ment, to the effect that the Prime
Minister should be elected by
the Parliament, and this decision
was unanimously endorsed. The
sxplanation for this important
example of the continuing re-
levance of Thailand's kingship's
tradition is related to the im-
portance that law and custom
play in upholding notions of
just governance. The Thai king
iz on the one hand, regarded
=s an embryo Buddha, and on
the other hand, the embodiment
of justice. In the struggle for
democracy and human rights,
there is a role for the selsc-
tive appropriation of tradition.

The next issue that we need
to consider relates to the pro-
t=ction of what is known as
group rights. In the history of
the human rights mavement,
t=e international covenants focus-
z==d on the protection of the
individual. 1t is clear that this
= no longer adequate. There
#r= indigenous groups, ethnic
menarities, and religious minori-
t=2z who seek protection, both
of their group’s identity and the

group's rights. One of the least
understood concepts of group
rights is the right of self deter-
mination. This is the right of
a group to fresly determine |ts
political status and to freely
pursue its economic, social and
cultural development. [t is a
principle that is frequently as-
serted in the course of political
struggle, but its transformation
into a legal right continues fo
be the subject of fiesrce debate.
It is equally clear that there
is no adventage to a ethnic
group or minority to achieve
political freedom and self ruls,
if individuals within that group
do not have the freedom of
speech, movement or of expres-
sion. The interdependance of
group rights and individual
rights becoms self-evident.

The challenge that your class,
consisting of students from dif-
farent countries, faces is that
of ensuring the issues of human
rights and development do not
become polarized into north-
south lssues. The bonds and
linkages that you have forged
across cultures and across civili-
zations will enable you to resist
these forces which seek to di-
vide the global and human rights
community in this manner. The
issues of democracy and human
rights are far too important to
become further politicised. You
have had the advantage of be-
ing somewhat insulated from the
human misery that ordinary
people experience in their strug-
gle for daily existence. But you
have also at the same time being
sensitized to the havoc, destru-
ction and destitution that bigotry
and intolerancy can wreak on
any society. You can therefore
build the bridges of understan-
ding which are necessary fo
fashion a woarld which is united
by people who are committed
to a core of human wvalues.

Aung San Suu Kyi once said
that it should be our common
endeavour to prove that the
spirit of man can transcend the
flaws of human nature. In the
strugale for human wvalues, it is
immoral to be pessimimistic.
Your class must ensure that the

values of tolerance. pluralism
and of accommodation will ul-
timately triump againt the forces
of bigotry, and of domination,

Indian Ocean. ..
{Continwed from page 1)

will not be used for ‘‘other
purpose”’ According to  the
renewed agreement, a3 site of
180 acres at Ekala, north of
Colombo was granted for tha
installation of a VOA transmitter
of 600 kilowatts. The Indian
concerns in this respsct were
well founded and the strategic
implication of this agreement
should bs viewesd in the light
of the fact that India was
modernizing and upgrading its
military communication system

warranted by the growth of
Indian military capability, espe-
cially the advances in the air
defence system. the blus-water
naval capability and strategic
naval mobility. As Mohan Ram
explained:

India alleged that the renewed VOA
agreement provided for facilities
beyond normal relaying and coverad
electronic monitoring and the dire-
cting of nuclear missiles to thaeir
targets. It is said that now the
U5A, besides normal military com-
munications in the Indian Ocean
region, would ba able to monitor
all vital communication within India
because the facility had an effec-
tive range of 3300 kilometers and
covered even submarine communi
cation.

The question that
the threat perception of India
vis-a-vis Sri Lanka was imagi-
nary or actual is not raally the
issue. \What is relevant here
is that India perceived those
actions of its southern neigh-
bour as a security threat. As
long as India entertained such
perceptions its policy towards
Sri Lanka became reactive to
the perceived security threats.
As such, Indian dafense concern
and perception that Sri Lanka
was undermining Indian security
provided the primary inputs for
the Indian policy towards Sri
Lanka.

{(To be Continued)

whather
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Premadasa Presidency (2)

Presidential Style: Accommodative,
not Confrontational

Mick Moore

he circumstances in wwhich
RB. Premadasa became pre-
sident were briefly described.
During the first two vyears of
his presidency, democracy ap-
peared to be almost a lost

cause. It seems likely that his
initial election at the end of
1988 was ‘‘stolen” from Mrs

Bandaranaike of the SLFP. Thera
are however considerable doubts
whether, had she won the
election, Mrs Bandaranaike would
have been able to solve the
pressing problems of political
disintegration to anything like
the extent that the Premadasa
government has succesded in
in solving them. One of Prema-
dasa’s first moves was to enter
into a de facte alliance with
the main Tamil separatist group,
the Tamil Tigers, who were
already engaged in a vicious
war with the Indian armed
forces who had originally been
sent into the Tamil areas in
1987 to protect the Tamils
against the Sri Lankan army,
Premadasa demanded that the
Indians leave, thus stealing
much of the thunder of the JVP,
who were waging a campaign
on a platform of ‘patriotism’
and defence of the Sinhalese
against Indian invasion. Having
failed in his sincere attempts
to reach a political accommo-
dation with the JVP. Premadasa
presided over the crushing of
the movement in mid and late
1889. This was achieved through
improvea military intelligence
and the slaughter of most of
those suspected of involvement.
There are no accurate figures,
but 40,000 is probably the right
order of magnitude. This was
followed by a period when open
criticism of the government
would sometimes evoke gruesome
threats. In early 1980, a pro-
minent jourpalist known to be
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at odds with the government
was abducted in broad daylight
and killed. Allegstions that this
was on orders from the highest
levels of government are believed
by most Sri Lankans. ‘Fear’ was
the term most commonly used
to describe the political situation
at this time.

Abductlons continued, as they
do today, on a small scale.
Few are reported. Independent
newspapers are permitted to
publish  wvery little on issues
with security of military impli-
cations. Arter the withdrawal
from the Island of the Indian
peacekeeping force in early 1950,
The Tamil Tigers again turned
on the Sri Lankan armed forces.
That war resumed in June 1990,
Little is published about it in
the Sri Lankan media, and that
which is reported is generally
grossly misleading.

It was not only fear and in-
timidation that made it appear
that Sri Lanka had achieved the

political status of a ‘banana
republic’. Personalism in paolitics
reached new peaks. The presi-
dent is obsessively concerned

about his own image and status,
goes to great length to project
himself everywhere dominatas
the media, shows great sensiti-
vity to any suggestion of per-
sonal slight, and adops attitudes
and positions in public that are
clearly intended to imply a regal
status. Atthe maore substantive
level, the mode of governing
is equally personalistic. Ministers
are reduced to ciphers, regularly
reminded in  public that they
hold office subject only to the
president’s satisfaction with their
performance. Those who were
prominent ministers in the pre-
vious Jayawardene government
have been humiliated and either

excluded from government or
admitted on terms that appear
degrading. Owvert loyalty to the
president is the first and major
reqguirement for holding political
office. Very little power or res-

ponsibility is develved to any-
one; but minisiers are |ess
influential than a small group

of advisers, most of them public
servants who have served the
president for many years. These
advisers are, however, consulted
and use by the president in a
rather  arbitrary  fashion. Ha
appears to have no real con-
fidants, The system may be des-
criped as neopatrimonial in that
it is these personal linkages
between president and advisers,
and further personal linkages at
lower levels in the public
service, which structure the flow
of information, influence and
responsibility. The formal bure-
aucratic hierarchy has been by—

passed to a greater degree than
before.

A number of factars help make
this highly personalistic manage-
rial system relatively effective:
the president's capacity to iden-
tify and win the loyalty of able
advisers; his own very consi-

derable political talents: and
his enormous energies. He
works very long hours. How-

ever, much of this energy is
spent in the direct supervision
of major construction projects,
especially those associated with
the major public ceremonials
that the president regularly or-
ganises at great expense to
celebrate his own rule.

The End of Democracy?

Had this paper been written
in 1990, it would perhaps have
ended at this point with very
dire prognostications for the



future of democracy in Sri
Lanka. As of late 1991, it is
possible to be a little more

optimistic. There are a number
of encouraging trends, some of
the most significant emanating
from within the regime itself.

The most important is that
the president’s preferred politi-
cal style is accommodative rath-
er than confrontational. This
style very much fits the ‘mood
of the country’ after years of
bloodshed and unrest. The pre-
sident has shown much mare
sensitivity to the concerns of
non-Sinhalese minorities — and
sppointed many more to impor-
tant public positions — than any

other government for several
decades. He has similarly shown
special concern for the non-

Goigama castes among the Sin-
halese, both appointing members
to leading positions and in var-
ious ways giving them symbolie
recognition. At this level in
particular the Premadasa regima
represents a major break with
the past. All previous Sri Lan-
kan governments have been
dominated by Goigama Sinhalese;
in some respects, the Premadasa
regime is anti-Goigama. This
non-Goigama ethos appears to
have alleviated the problem of
the alienation of low-status
groups from the polity. Evidence
of this comes from the local
government elections held in
Jone 1991, the first *fair’ elec-
tions that have been held in
Sri Lanka for some years. The
ruling UNP largely swept the
Board, receiving over half the
total vote.

Another encouraging sign from
within the regime is that fears
sbout it becoming a ‘crony
c=pitalist’ system along the lines
of that established in the Phi-
Eppines by Ferdinand Marcos
s==m unlikely to be realised.
in the past, the president has
E==n closely associated with a
sumber of businessmen, both
s=lztively reputable and rather
cmreputable. He has however
£hown a surprising capacity to
c=stance himself from them once
= power, and has embarked an
{g=nuine)} campaigns against
smuggling and organised gamb-

ling which have affected some
of them adversely.

Some progress has been made
in recalling the guns that be-
came essential tools for most
politicians in 1988 and 198%9;
in re-establishing the state’s
monopoly of armed force; and
in disciplining those elements
in the armed forces and the
police who had exploited poli-
tical disorder for personal cri-
minal purposes. While fears
widely expressed in recent years
gbout an imminent military coup
were much exaggerated, they
did have some walid basis in
that the status and power of
the armed forces increased con-
siderably, espacially becauss of
their role in crushing the JVP.
These fears have now abated;
the president has so far mana-
ged to distance himself from
tha armed forces. especially in
relation to the continuing bru-
tality of the campaign against
the Tamil Tigers, without com-
ing into clear conflict with them

" or submitting to pressures from

them. The supremacy of civilian
political power over the aimy
appears to have been largely
re-established.

In respect of external checks
on the regime, there has been
only limited and fragile progress
over the last year. The demo-
cratic opposition has not become
any less incoherent and disor-
ganised, and remains vulnerable
to the president’s ceaseless cam-
paign to keep it fragmented and
at war with itsalf. The SLFP,
the main opposition party, re-
mains crippled by personal rival-
ries within the Bandaranaike
family. A Mother's Front of
the raelatives of ‘the disappeared’
was successfully established in
late 1290 despite strong govern-
ment disapproval, but has not
been active. Foreign pressura
in relation to civil rights and
‘disappearances’ has been suc-
cessfully tied in as a condition
of future foreign aid, obliging
the government to pay mora
attention to this issue-partly
symbolic, but also partly subs-
tantive. This has, however, gene-
rated a strong negative reaction
from the president, and stimu-

lated both the expulsion of the
British High Commissioner in
mid-1931 on false charges and
a series of speeches aggressi-
vely defending Sri Lanka's sove-
reignty against attempts to use
aid to cinterfere in  internal
affairs’.

The most striking recent poli-
tical event was a revolt by
about a third of the ruling UNP’s
MPs at the end of August 1991,
in the form of an attempt to
impeach the president on a wide
ran2e of charges, It is likely
that the immediate motivation
for many of the dissidents was
talk of another general election,
and fears that the prasident was
to deprive them of the UNP
ticket. The deepsr factor was,
however, the extant to which
the Premadasa autocracy had
deprived MPs of both power
and status. The system appears
to have been constructed on
the assumption that MPs would
ramain docile if given adequate
material privileges. Thisis notthe
case, and the wvulnerability of
autocracy was revealed. Not only
did the WMPs dare to act this
way, but they managed to achie-
ve complete surprise. (Using
his command of state resources,
Premadasa appears to have re-
asserted control, and may indeed
be strengthened by having flu-
shed out his opponents.)

While there is no reason to
expect that the current president
will ever himself relinguish
power, it is now possible to an-
visage a democratically selected
successor regime.  While the
social-class basis of liberal de-
mocracy has indeed disappeared,
it has become clear that thera
remain strong forces supportive
of some kind of democratic
regimae. The mora overt among
them include the following.

1. The norms of democracy and
constitutionality have long com-
manded a following among the
Sri Lankan electorate, even as tha
self-interests of the politically-
involved have led to their routine
violation. There is no reason
to believe that the political vio-
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lence and chaos of recent years
has weakened this commitment:
it is evident to most Sri Lankans
that the violence has followed
from the rejection or distartion
of the electoral process by gove-
rnment and its opponents.

2. In somewhat classic style,
the dense associational life of
the (mainly Colombo) ‘middle

classes’ has provided a strong
reservoir of resistance against
authoritarianism. It constitutes
both & forum for continual ecri-
tigue of the regime and, more
positively, a basis for a slrong
if relatively dispersed civil rights
movement. The ethnic and reli-
gious heterogengity of the Co-
lombo middle class. along with
its strong and continuing over-
seas links, constitute major gb-
stacles to any attempt to suppress
dissent.

3. Very many Sri Lankan pro-
fessionals have received their
higher qualitications and/or war-
ked overseas. There is a long

history of emigration from the
professional classes, especially
Sri Lankan Tamils and other

minorities, to western Europe,
MNorth  America and Australia.
The country is highly dependent
on foreign aid, and a very largs
number of foreign aid agencies
are represented in Colombo. The
conditions are there for the crea-
tion of a strong civil rights/de-
mocracy lobby using foreign aid
as its point of leverage. These
possibilities were not fully ex-
ploited in the early 1980s, in
large part because the Sri Lan-
kan government was very pro-
Western, and, in that era of
crusading Reaganism/Thatcheri-
sm, this was a sufficient pro-
tection against any major expres-
sion of international concern
about domestic politics,.  The
international environment has
changed, and, for the present
at least, international concerns
about civil rights are being bro-
ught to bear on the government
very directly. In addition, such
foreign funding as goes directly
to Sri Lankan political parties
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is now targeted in more ‘liberal’
directions than previously.

In addition to these three relative-
ly overt bases of support for demo-
cracy in Sri Lanka, there is further
factor which becomes evident only
in comparative cross-national per-
spective: the near-absence fram
Sri Lanka of any attempt to inst/-
tutionalise state influence or
control over ‘private’ associational
life of the kind that one finds in
regimes influenced by ‘corporatist
(or ‘organic statist’) theories or
models of state-society relations.”
It has become a matter of routine
in Sri Lankathat successive govern-
ments expect to exercise influence
over ‘ptivate’ associations, |n the
case of trades unions, intervention
is relatively direct:strong induce-
ments or threats are offered for
joining unions sponsored by the
party in power. These are however,
given no privileged legal status,
and the situation remains essen-
tially competitive. It is ‘all change,
when the government changes.
In the spheres of business and the
professions, welfare, religion, and
‘development’ — intervention s
less direct. The associations are
expected to put on a face accep-
tableto the party in power, The
onus ts on them to adapt or face
excliusion. They tend to adapt. In
some cases. notably in business,
there are parallel associations in
the same sphere of activity, each
loosely associated with a different
party/bloc. Their influence and
relative  membership  numbers
then change as governments
change.

.+ The general point then is that
state influence over private asso-
ciations is non-cumulative. Each
government is accommaodated by
reshuffling organisations or their
leading personnel.Such arrange-
ments lapse when governments
change. There have been no sub-

stantial attempts to  establish
permanent state control over
areas of associational life, to

give permanent privileges over
particular associations in pre-
ference to others in the same
functional area, or to restrict
the right to establish asso-
ciations. To -this degres, liberal
practices reign almost unhindered,

Alternative, non-libaral ideas
about state-society relations —
that is, corporatist ororganic-
statist Ideologies — have never
been seriously propagated in
Sri Lanka. Thay are simply not
on the menu of ideas available to
politicians,

In some respects, current politi-
cal conditlons in Sri Lanka would
be propitious for the introduction
of state corporatist arrangements
into the relationship between the
state and bote functional assaocia-
tions (business, labour, profes-
sionals) and the various ethnic
communities. Thare is a sense of
exhaustion with politics after
several years of bloodshed, disor-
der and fear. Labour in particular
has lost most of the autonomous
organisational capacity it previou-
sly enjoyed. It can plausibly be
argued that lingering concerns
about political disorder are the
only substantial constraint on a
major inflow of foreigninvestment
Event if ‘coporatist’ ideologies
are not effectively avaliable, thera
are elements of quasi-corporatist
prac-tices from the economically
more succeessful states of East
and Southest Asia which are in
principle open to inspection and
emulation from Sri Lanka, Yet
there has been scarcely any
movement in  this direction.
“With one exception — tha
attempt to accommo- date
all ethnic droups both sym-
bolically and substantively in the
state, and thus to some degres
reversa the 'Sinhalisation’ process
Premadasa has not attempted to,
institutionalise a stronger stats
along East and Southeast Asian
lines, Even if he could muster
the imagination and intellectual
capacity to do so, he would lack
the political and institutional
capacity. He is struggling hard to
keep things ticking over through
a highly autoeratic system of rule-
While he has it within his power
to cause or permit the polity to
begin to fall apart again, he does
not appear likely to reconstruct
itin a way that would permanste|y
strengthen the  now-fragile
state.
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H. A. |. Goonetileke, A Bibliography of Ceylon
(Sri Lanka). Vol. | & II, 1970; Vol IlI, 1976; IV & V,
1983. Zug, Interdocumentation Company, Bibliotheca

Asiatica, 5,14 & 16.

Passionate bibliographer, hu-
manist in the full sense of the
term, Tan Goonetileke is building
up stone by stone the monumentof
erudition which be inaugurated in
1970 with the publication of the
first two wvolumes of his Biblio-
graphy of Ceylon (Sri Lanka).
This exhaustive Bibliography,
with annotations, unique in its
field for a country of the Third
World, is not only an incom-
parable instrument of work.
Here, the bibliographical work,
far fiom being a minor art,
leads to the heart of the pro-
cess of research @ he gives to
those who ractice it with
awareness an intelligence, a
knowledge of intellectual pro-
duction as a whole, especially
in the field of Human and
Social Sciences. That enables
him to pose basic. questions of
method and epistemology, parti-
cularly questions relating to the
relevance of research in a coun-
try which is dependent as [far
as knowledge is concerned. And
the work which is the product
of that labour becomes, in its
turn, an instrument which directs
research, whose function and
mse are by no means neutral,
Goonetileke i3 fully aware of
these implications: the long
prefaces he has given in each
of his volumes are the express-
ions of his preoccupations.

In the first, the author deals
with the :‘loneliness of the long-

distance bibliographer”, and the:

demands
.1

ZBd

of a task conceived
practised as a handicraft.
Manually done. without access
2o any bibliographical data-bank,

==d without the help of any
#sasiant, this task has given

&=h to a masierpiece in the
== sense of the term, An
m=sccomplished task, not only
Secsuse of the nature of things
wasch compel the bibliographer
to be at the heels of a gallop-

ing production, but also because
of the personal conditions which
prompted the work to be left
provisionally in abeyance after
the publication of volume VY,
and sl more because of the
tragic conditions which prevail
today in that country torn asun-

der, forcing into retirement or
exile men whose intellectual
integrity rejected any kind of
compromise.

The familiarity of the biblio-
grapher, who was a long-time

Librarian, with the documents
he quotes (more than 25,000),
which he has personally consul-
ted, and read for the most
part, is communicative; the
comments made on the most
imporiant of them are intellec-

tually stimulating, and one can
but subscribe to the choice made
“to prefer passion to anonymity,
and the arousing of curiosity to
the promotion of make-believe'.

The plan of thematic classifi-
cation that has been followed
and tefined in the course of

the publication of
volumes is well

the warious
adapted to the

ne_eds of research in  Social
Sciences, in that the cross
references from one section to

the other help one who is doing
research of a historical or geogra-
phical nature to take cognisance of
publications which are of an
ethnological, sociological, or eco-
mic bent, and vice-versa. All
the technical and scientific pub-
lications are not inventorised,
and the works in the vernacular
languages (Sinhala and Tamil)
are lelt out for another bibilo-
grapher; but the entirety of
writings in European languages
dealing with the country is re-
viewed: Goonetileke, although
he thinks that many minor or
random publications may be omit-
ted, endeavours io be exhaustive,
due to the compelling demands

Having learnt during my
recent visit in Sri Lanka that
lan Goonetilake has been
awarded a well deserved Honoris
Causa Doctorate by the Univer-
sity of Peradeniya, 1 am send-
ing the English translation of
a review of his Bibliography
given some time ago to a Franch
historical journal.

1 would appreciate very much
if you could publish it as a
tribute of scientific appreciation
for his outstanding scholarship
and of personal regard for
his deeply human qualitias.

i

| E Mevyer
Research Director, Centra faor

Indizn and South Asian Studies.

Paris.

A s -

of intellectual homesty and

profe ssiomal rigour,

The endeavour is all the more
challenging, for Sri Lanka is
robably one of the countries in
Rsia which, considering its size,
has attracted the greatest variety
of conquerors, colonisers, then
investors, tourists, and the cu-

rious. And in the local pro-
duction in European langnages
there is an index to the mag-

nitude and the precocity of the
education dispensed widely by the
successive colonisers.

But the usefulmess and the
excellence of the instrument are
sych that they give rise to a
series of problems of which the

author is highly aware, and
whose implications are not al-
ways recognised by the users.

This inventory of writings clearly
shows the degree of dependence
of research in relation to anm
«Imperialism of knowledge”
which tends to favour subjects
of interest, fields of research of
Western culiure. How far will
such a bibliographical instrument
contribute to maintain, nay am-
plify, that tendency ? Is it not
that its objective function 15 to
facilitate external research, where-
as at the same time, the poli-
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tical degradtion (most of the
universities have been closed for
mere than two years) and the
brain drain have dried up the intel-

lectual production of the country? |
service that the |

Besides the
bibliographer renders, the re-
search worker should be compen-
sated by a feedback of infor-
mation by the research worker
to the bibliographer : that is
how a real community of re-
gsearch could be established : but
the relation is very often a one
way. In this respect, the situ-
ation of research in Sri Lanka
is of the same mnature as that
of the socio-economic  crisis :
the inflation of external docu-
mentation corresponds to  that
of the foreign investments and
often carries with it the same
adverse effects : the devaluation

of intellectual production. Gooneg- |

tileke describes it in the follo-
wing terms : ‘“In the interests
of a spurious interdependence
and a so-called North-South
dialogue. the information systems
of the Third World will be
pencirated by the ubiquitous
data-bank, packaged as a commao-
dity, and pillaged for a fee,
in the same way as its natural
resources’’,

This radical criticism has led
a certain number of intellectnals
to positions oscillating between
nihilism and isolationism. 'The
popularity of ethnocentric mili-
tant movements like the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (J. V. PB)
among the Sinhalese, and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(L. T. T. E,) among the Tamils,
is an expression of this pheno-
menon, This withdrawal into an
intellectual insularity was felt
early by Goonetilcke as a major
risk: as early as 1975, he wrote
in his preface to his volume III:
““In avoiding the trap of aca-
demic 1mperialism one must
always beware of falling back-
wards into the pit of academic
insularity™,

One cannot sum up better the
dilemma faced by quite a number
of progressive intellectuals of
today in the countries of the
South, a dilemma which their
colleagues in the developed
countries should do well to
reflect upon.
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FOREIGN NEWS SCENE
Russian Dilemma

Should a Flaming Torch be
Thrown into a Powder Keg?

his is the dilemma that the

Constitutional Court of Rus-
sia (CCR) is confrented with
when on the 26th of May, 1992,
it said it intends to examine the
lawfulness of the President's
Decree “‘On the activities of the
CPsU and of the Communist
Party of the Russian Soviat
Federative Socialist Republie’ of
MWovember B, 1991.

Consideration by
tha

the CCR of
lawfulness of the Decree of
MNovember 6, 1981, which was
requasted of the Court by a
group of the People’'s Deputies,
would imminently reflect upen
other presidential decrees on the
same subject. First of all men-

tion should be made of the
Decrea of July 20, 1991, an
banning the activities of the

Party bodies in the armed forces,
law enforcing and other state
organs of Russia. That was
one of the first documents sig-
ned by President Boris Yeltsin
to meet his obligations, suppor-
ted by the people of Russia
during the presidential elections
of June 12, 1891.

| have an impression that that
very decree and not the pros-
pect of the Union Treaty has
become the main reason for the
last August putsch. The Party
and the State apparatchiks sca-
red by the ban on their acti-
vities in the army, internal farces
and law enforcement agencies,
attempted to restore their for-
merly undivided rule by staging
the coup.

They wera horrified by the
fact, that the President's deci-
sion found a ready response
in the administrative institutions
where political organs were
abolished and the CPSU was
deserted enmass. In fact it
meant that the real power was
getting out of the hands of
party structures. It should be
added that sharp critisism against
CPSU was voiced both in the

media and in the Parliament.
Subsequent events disclosedle-
gal, political, sociopsychological
nature of this organization which
was the backbone of the tota-
litarian ragimae.

And now the CCR has to
decide : right or wrong was the
President when he tarminatad
activities of the CPSU and the
Communist party of the RSFSR?
From my point of wview, the
probability that the CCR will
basically support the legal and
political stand of the President
amounts to 55 per cent. i the
Court decides in favour of the
lawfulness of Yeltsin's decress
including the decree about the
party property, as a whole and

not in details, they will be
preserved in Russia, cautiously
speaking. the possibility for

comparatively painless movement
towards civilization.

That means that we at long
last had achieved the elimination
of years-long slavery and sarf-
dom.

Public opinion polls show
that not less than 90 p. c. of
the population are in favour of
the above and in this case tha
CCR’s award will be the peo-

ple’'s will, embodied in law.
Mevertheless, another wversion
is not ruled out: the Decree

in its basis would be recognised
as unconstitutional. Meedless
to say, that in this case not
only Russia but the Common-
wealth of Independent States
and the waorld arder itself will
face the enormous danger of
restoration of totalitarianism.
And in such a form that history
has never experienced yet. Tha
level of civil self-consciousness
of the people has codsiderably
grown recently and the peaple,
whao had felt that they became
free, would fiercely resist the
aration of totalitarianism.
Commentary — Russian Gazerre.



1. Fact-Finding Missions on Sri Lanka
1980-1992
An annotated bibliography
{published in April 92)
Over sixty fact-finding missions have visited Sri Lanka during this period, in order to
investigate the ethnic conflict and the situation of human rights. This publication provides
bibliographic information and an annotation of each report,

Price : USS 7.00, UKE 4.00 (40 pages) ISBN : 82-992606-1-2

48 Sri Lanka: (published in March 1992)
A Chronology of Events 1991
Compiled by: Anton S. Philip

A record of events in Sri Lanka, monitored carefully and grouped according to different
classification terms selected on the basis of their relation to the ethnic conflict and the
human rights situation. Some highly significant events such as the assassinatton of Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the batile at Elephant Pass, the impeachment motion, and
the constitutional crisis have been recorded under separate headings. We hope this docu-
ment will be of assistance to those seeking to understand the complexity of the problems
in Sri Lanka.

Price : US$ 10.00, UK£ 6.00 (100 pages) ISBN: £2-992606-0-4

§r = Ethnic Conflict and Human Rights in Sri Lanka:
An Annotated Bibliography
Compiled by Kumar Rupesinghe and Berth Verstappen
(published in 1988)
The book includes bibliographic description of 2300 documents with annotations. It covers the pe-
riod between 1983 and 1988, Tt is probably the largest collection on a single etimic conflict in the
world, Available with 35% discount and postage [ree. (Original price UK £ 48.00)

New Price: US § 50.00, UK £30.00 (576 pages) ISBN: 0-905450-65-5

4, A debate on
Sinhalese MNationalism
in the Media

(will be published in May 1992)
A summary on the discussion on Sinhalese nationalism from the period of 1970 to the
present time, This bibliography contains articles from the Sri Lan?cun media as well as
various views on the question of nationalism,

Price: USS 15.00, UK £10.00 (Pages 150) ISBN: XXXXXXXXX

5, Tamil Nationalism
(will be published in September 1992)
An annotated bibliography of the articles, books, documents and seminar papers which
discuss the question of Tamil Nationalism and rights of self determination of the Tamils
in Sri Lanka, from the period between 1970 to the present time,
Price: USS 15.00, UK £ 10.00 (Pages 150) ISBN: XXXXXXXXXX
6. Ethnic Conflict and Human Rights in Sri Lanka:
An Annotated Bibliography - 2nd Volume
Compiled by Kumar Rupesinghe, Berth Verstappen
and Anton 5. Philip
{(will be published in October 1992)
The book includes bibliographic description of 1500 documents with annotations, It covers the
period between 1988 and 1992. A selection was made from the collection of 2500 documents from™!
the Sri Lanka Resource Centre; each annotaiton contains bibliographie information, E
~ Price: US § xx.xx, UK £xx.xx (350 Pages) ISBN: XXXXXXXXXXX
i=formation and payments towards: Sri Lanka Resource Centre, V/NIHR,
{505, discount for the Sri Lankan® requests) Grensen 18,
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‘George Keyt Drawings’
Edited with an Introduction and Descriptive Catalogue

H. A. I. Goonetilake

Published by Colombo George Keyt Foundation 1980

By Tilak A. Gunawardhana

This is a third publication de-
voted to Georpe Keyt's work,
and the second introduced by his
long time friend, and admirer,
and well known art critic
H.A.I. Goonetilake, The album is
confined to the artists drawings
which have not been exhibited
unlike his celebrated paintings,
nor been presented and discus-
sed in their own right in the
two books that have appeared
earlier, or in any one of the
numerous articles that have been
published [rom time to time in
various journals here and abroad,
This covers a Lerritory that would
be largely new even to those
who have some aquaintance with
his paintings. Hence the raison
d' etre for Tan Goonetilake's
lengthy introduction which discus-
ses, apain for the first time,
their evolution and place within
the artist's ‘ouvre complet’. To
attempt this demanding task there
is none more qualified. Apart
from being the artist’s ‘alter ego®
{as I characterised him in a
previous review) Tan Goonetilake
possesses to a remarkable degree
2 capacity to read ‘between the
lines’ of Keyt's drawings, and
to articulate his own deep res-
ponse in language that is at once
revealing and relevant. As in
good literery criticism, art criti-
cism must also be necessarily

closely relevant to the crea-
tve work under discussion. Un-
fortunatelv most critics whose

Ifterary exercises in art criticism
zppear in the daily newspapers
sBow a damaging inability to
oSserve  this vital relevance in
their analyses or judgements.

Izn Goonetilake's other quali-
Sication I havs mentioned before
i= the columns of this journal,
Bt I feel it bears repetition.
Art has to be viewed with close
sention, contemplated on, and

more than anything else lived
with, Art must be an integral
part of ones day to day environ-
ment, and I do not kanow of
anyone except Ian Goonetilake
who can claim to live with more
than a symbolic collection of
Keyt's paintings and drawings,
Readers of this publication would
note the names ‘Tan and Rosalin’
on a few reproductions, but this
is not all, Some of the drawings
he possesses are about the best
examples of their class.

In this review I do not pro-
pose to make another assessment
even ‘en passant’, for enough
has already been written by his
contemporaries over a number
of decades in journals here and
abroad. As I mentioned earlier,
even though some of them do
not constitute viable criticism
in the strict sense of the term,
I consider enough has been writ-
ten on the more obvious charac-
teristlecs of the artist’s work,
What is needed is the analysis
of the artist’s attitudes towardg
(they have changed from time to
time) life as revealed in his more
important work, Since of late he
is a respeciable ‘establishment’
figure accosted by the rich and
influential, and principally these
‘connoisseurs’ consider it sacrile-
glous: even to question his exces-
sive penchant for eroticism direct
or a la Saivaism,

Ian Goonetilake in his intro-
duction notices the artist’s ‘inno-
cense’. 1 feel this isa key con-
cept on which an analysis of Keyt
could be attempted, even though
it has not been done yet. Ian
mentioned it but reluses to elabo-
riate on it. ‘Innocense’ could also

be a failling in another sense.
One could be innocent of sex
or politics. Of course these

kinds of ‘innocense’ many share,
but one cannot live in a society

and pretend to be innocent of
the workings of that society,
innocent of the main problems,
failings, and the motives of the
key operators of such a society,
One could be sinpocent’ of the
negative forces for some lime,
or even ignore them, and seek
refuge in a romantic world where
one's dream becomes one's reality’
I have always felt that George
Kevt's world is largely confined
to the erogenous areas of the
female anatomy. The ‘yoni’ and
‘lingam’® his central symbols are
central in the aci of procreation,
and according to Freud their
associated objects are key deter-
minants in the creation of the
‘unconcions’. Most of us  are
familiar with the concepts of
flibida” and +id’, May be Keyt
like the Khajurao sculptiors (if
that is the correct name) ure
trying to find personal salvat-
ion in the ecstasies of sexual
union on canvas and paper, May
be that is why so many of drawing;
celebrate falingana’, and the exhi-
bition of obviously erotic poses of
women.

Considering the selection of
236 drawings before us, I must
say that Ian Goonetilake has
chosen them with discrimination
and care, and they span a sixly
five year period from 1925 10 1990,
Here one finds the artist’s earliest
watk, and the most recent, along
with the extensive violent, exper-
imental ones of the middle period
which enabled him to establish
his reputation as a great artist here
and abroad, -

In the earliest examples Keyt
develops a very delicate fine
line drawing that in its repre-
sentational and pictoral element
is conventional. In 1931  he
makes a sudden break with con-
ventionality and  verisimilitude
and this is depicted in drawings

numbered from & to 12. Here
one notices for the first time
juxtaposed perspectives which
dominated part of his later

work (especially in his paintings
showing the direct influence of
Braque and Piccasso, Then Keyt
evolves a fluid line drawing
(earliest example in Mo, 14) in
‘Dreaming in .the sun’ which
must be the precursor of the
Gothami Vihara mural siyle,
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Even though he settled down to
three major styles by 1940 he
refused to be completely confined
to them. He seems to have ex-
perimented with sub-species of
the main ones. Drawing no. 23
is a good example entitled
‘Head of a Woman, where there
are echos of Polonnaruwa mur-
als. One of his most fascinating
drawings of the forties is Mo, 31
where light grey circular patches
overlap circular and near stra-
ight lines depicting a “Woman
with a Sheafl".

By 1942 he was using the
three majar styles to illustrate
a wide variety of themes., Among
them drawings from No. 31 to
60 had been inspired by <Gita
Govinda', a Sanskrit work tran-
glated into English by Harry
Peiris and the artist. His sub-
ject maiter from then onwards
is predominantly drawn  from
Hindu myth and legend, The
Buddhist phase is clearly over.
There were of course the occ-
assional lapses into the realities

of the sensible contemporary
world, Along with Hinduisation
one finds the arlist getting

infatuated with the contours of
the female form. They are at
first only erotically suggestive,
but later with the capitulation to
Savism the ariist goes in for
the direct depiction of ‘yoni’
and clingam' along with the
other errogenous areas  of
female body ouiside the main
organs, ‘Alingana’ or ‘lovers,
become the principal theme of
a large number of drawings
showing undoubtedly great in-
ventiveness in conception. Some
times the erotic possiblities of
female poses and male-female
upion so dominate his mind that
their realistic depiction takes
the upper hand as in drawing
no 133 entitled ‘pMaithuna’, and
in drawing No. 201 entitled
sGanesh and Vigneswari’. In the
latter the erotic overtures that
Vigneswari the woman wakes inthe
intimate company of Ganesh (the
Hindu god with thehead of an ele-
phant) is complemented by the
equally provocative probes  ithat
God makes with the tip of his
exploratory trunk. Keyt's preoc-
cuption with the erotic possi-
bilities of the female form and
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the wundisguised suggestions of
sexual union continues up to
his final phase,

I gather that Keyt has stopped
drawing or painting, While it
is sad to contemplate that the
carreer of our most distinguished
artist has come to an end, we
should be happy that a man of his
genius and of amazing creativity
was born in this country and
had put Sri Lanka on world
map of contemporary art. Whe-
ther we find the artist’s mores
and predilections attractive or
repugnant,  his inventiveness
and the integral realisation of

assures him of a permanent
place in the history of ari.
With about three major stylistic

innovations and a vast array
of minor wvariations, he has
created a corpus of drawings

that could establish and define
his contribution to world art,
event if his paintings by which
he is known, are ignored.

The present work, which
according to lIan Goonetilake,
has been ‘a labour of love
for him, with the excellent
reproductions  of  the artist’s
drawings, and the fine printing
will remain  a ctour de force’
in the field of art book

the,,

bis themes in his major work production,

Fact and Fiction: . .. horror at the ultimate poliu-
R 3 12 tion — the eating of meat and
(Eondned, fioat peoe; 12) the drinking of blood.

structure embodied within the

propoganda of Sinhalese zealots™
(Robert — Sunday Obs. 31/3/91).

Leaving aside the specific
issues of Burgher lawyers and
there clients in the mid-19th
century which formed a major
portion of their debate, the next
most contentious points  was
Roberts” re~interpretation of “the

famous eating stone, drinking
blood story of the first Portu-
guese to visit our shaores™,

(Roberts; Daily News —27/3/81).
There was such a fundamental
divergence of views betwaen
Roberts and de Silva over this
that at risk of wearying the
reader who may have followed
the debata at the time, | should
like to quote de Silva extract
in full.

“Michael Roberts turns to
the Sinhalese reaction to the
arrival of the Portuguese (as
depicted in the Rajavaliya) —
in a sense the beginning of
the history of the Burgher
community in Sri Lanka — and

proceeds to give us a con-
voluted explanation of lts
“symbolic" meaning. The
Rajavaliya story is & well-

known one, in  which the
Fortuguese, strange newcomers
to the Sri Lankan scene, are
described as pecple who, ate
stones  (bread) and drank
blood (Wine). To Michaal
Robarts, this has something
io do with the innate racism
of the Sinhaless reacting i

He tells ws that his view

was challenged by Professors

C. R, de Silva and Shelton

Kodikara, — who argued that it

expressep a sense of wonder-

ment at the first sight of an
exolic people — when he origi-

nally outlined it in Perth at a

Caonfarence. Those critics ara

right; it is a fanciful theary.

But like Goldsmith's Village

Parsan (e’ en though vangui-

shed, he could argue still”) he

presents the same argument

here”. (CDN April 91)

Let us first look at the empiri-
cists (i. e. De Silva, De Silva
and Kodikara) explanation — that
the Sinhalese description of the
Portuguese as a people who ate
stone and drank blood “expres-
sed the sense of wonderment
at the first sight of an exotic
people”. This explanation, which
has been current for @ century
or so, is a legacy from colonial-
based scholarship. It is founded
firmly on the so-called “rational”
norms of western scientific mate-
riglism according to which the
medievel (pre-colonial) culture
of Sri Lanka, depicted as techno-
logically retarded, had produced
a set of unsophisticated rustics
who goped in amazement at
these waondrous strangers strut-
ting sbout in metal suits, che-
wing on stones of unlesvened
bread (or possibly shipsbiscuits)
and quaffing pints of “bulls
blood"” (a hungarian wine}.

{To be Continued)
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STILL LEADING

Mr. William Thompson obtained a Royal Charter
and established the first Joint Stock Commerical Bank

in this island on
01st June 1841.

He called it

“ Bank of Ceylon ”

That was 150 years ago,
but that was not we.

We opened our doors in 1939

only to capture
our rightful place in Banking

and are proud to say that we still

LEAD

Over the years
banking profession

shared our expertise

and BANK OF CEYLON
became Sri Lanka’s
SANDHURST TO BANKERS.

Bank of Ceylon

Bankers to Nation
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