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T“El\m-llhﬁ RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amaonast these
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobaceo
leaf in a barn. It is one of the hundreds of such
bamns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nuriuring, tobacco grows as a
|uerative cash crop and the green leaves furn to
gald... 1o the value &f over Rs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tobacco is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
peuple are the tobaceo barn owners, the tobacco
growers and those wha work for them, on the land
and in the barns.

Far them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful wark,
a comfortable life and a secure [uture. A good
enowgh reason for laughter.

8% CeylonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




TRENDS

Chamber calls for
glasnost '

The stolid and venerable |
Ceylon Chamber of Commerce |
fias called for greater “trans-
parency”™ in the governments
privatisstion program, Addres-
Sing its annual general meeting
outgaing chairman Ajith Jaya-
ratne (who is also chairman
of the old established broke- |
rage firm of Forbes and Wal-
ker) said that issugs and in-
tentions were not too clear
and piece-meal decisions in
this crucial excercise were not |
the best. |

Faith in the efficiency and
the viability of the private
sector should not blind us to
the need for protecting the
national interest, he said.
Also: “While we do need fore-
ign capital, expertise and tech-
nology for rapid growth, we
must warn against the large
scale aliepation of land to
fareign interests since this
would necessarily involve the
exclusion of legitimate local
interests and could in cerlain
instances be a threat to the
security of the country™.

Forged certificates

A multi-million rupees racket
in forged share certificates has
been bared in the City. In- |
vestigators have found that
the racket has bsen gofng on
for at feast one year during
which time the racketeers have
pocketed about Rs 10 million.
The Brain has besen identified
as a former senior executive

Muslim Tamil talks

The Sri Lanka Musiim Con-
gress (SLMC) s talking to
the seven Tamil political par-
ties (not LTTE) to work out a
common formula before the
parliamentary Select Commiittee
an this Jissue meets again.
According to informed sources
the SLMC is thinking of an

autonomous Muslim councif
within a merged WNorth-East
province.

Briefly. . .

Journalists attacked

Reporters and cameramen
covering the start of the DUNF
million signature campaign
calling for the resignation of
President Premadasa were at-
tacked by armed hoodiums
outside Colombo’s Fort Rail-
way Station. DUNF leader
Lalith Athulathmudali and fore-
ign and local mediamen recor-
ded complaints at the Fort
Police Station.

Addressing @ press confe-
rence later Athulathmudali
said that many of the attac-
kers ware identified and that
they were closely associated
with a city politician. They
were government party suppor-
ters, he said,

Common Front:
Discussed

SLFP All" Island Organiser
Anura Bandaranaike MP told

basis

the party’s parliamentary group \
meeting that previous common
opposition fronts had failad
because the participants had
not clearly understood the
basis of such fronts. Unders-
tand the issues clearly befare
forming such a front, he told
tha SLFP MPs. Also, unders-
tand the role of the SLFP as
the most powerful opposition

party, in such a front, he
told them.
Aftar detailed discussions

the Group adopted a resolu-
tion asking the party leader-
ship to submit to them for
approval all objectives and
other details of the Opposi-
tion Common Front.

No citizenship promised

Prime Minister D. B. Wije-
thunga told parliament in ans-
wer to a question that tha
Government had not agreed,
at talks with CWC bpss Thaon-
daman, to grant citizenship
to 84,000 plantation workers
awaiting repatriation to India.
He said that thera had bean
no talks with Mr. Thondaman
an this matter.

Killing of Viharadhipathi

A junior monk at the Than-
thirimale templa has bean
held by the police for the
killing of the Venerable Wima-
lagnana Thera, Viharadhipathi
of the Thanthirimale temple.
The influential Viharadhipathi
who had been doing much
for terrorist victims in this
MCP outpost was killed in a

of a [eading stock broking |
firm. I

Refugees Repatriated |

India has resumed repatria- |
ting Sri Lankan Tamii refugees |
from the isfand's war zone.
Following an exchange of Jet- |
ters between the Government
of India and the Unjted Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR)in Geneva,
the UNHCR js now assisting
with the repatriation of Sri
Lankan refugees from Tamil
Nadu.
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DRUGS ?

Doctors are aware that Market Oriented Drug Policies
are not always desirable.

The main reason is that out of a bewildering variety of derivatives
that proliferate from a single scientifically validated compound, only one or
two finally remain in any Rational Formulary. This means that many claims
advanced for marketing purposes fail under extended scientific scrutiny.

Before this happens unfortunately irreparable damage has been done
in human, economic and medical terms.

Generic drugs that have entered the Pharmacopoeia and have remained
there have stood the test of time and have weathered the unceasing search
for clinical excellence.

For over a third of this century we have made and supplied Formulary
drugs to the country’s hospitals and clinics, and to the private sector.

This great reliance is the biggest factor in our growth and our service
to the people and the medical profession.

M. S. J. Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.,
Factory and Laboratories
P. O. Box 430
Colombo 15




WHEN HEROES DIE

Pressure mines and
mounting pressures

Mervyn de Silva

es, thirteen Sinhala soldiers

died in an LTTE land-mine
explosion in the north. Trus,
they were cremated at Kanatte
cemetary too, with all the for-
mal military ceremonies. All hell
broke loose that night and the
next day or two. The victims?
Tamils on the street or in their
homes, The target? Tamil pro-
perty. . . .. shops, and homes,
particularly in the Pettah bazaar,
and in Tamil enclaves like Wel-
lawatte.

But there was a huge dif-
ference between “Black July',
as this journal named an event
that made world news to tarnish
Sri Lanka's image. But this fun-
eral, at the same cemetary last
Monday. August 10 was. no
‘Black July".

The Indian and international
press called July ‘83 anti-Tamil
violence “‘a pogrom’* and ''state
—sponsored’’  or “state-aided’.
The mildest charge was that
the regime had shut its eyes,
if it had not in fact winked at
the merciless attacks on 2 help-
l2ss community.

Ten casualties in an LTTE land
mine explosion — that is the only
real common factor,: The vio-
lence that was unleashed  at
Kzapatte last Monday had more
complex causes although it was
on a much smaller scale and
f=sted only a few hours before
the riot police and tear gas
Srought the situation under con-
trol.

There was here more grief and
shock than explosive rage. The
wictims included not merely some-
of the most respected profee-
sonals in the services — army
&=c navy — but also the mast
wa=rmly regarded, such as the
wr=placeable General Denzil Kob-

bekaduwe; the toughest ‘pro’ of
EELAM WAR 1 and 2, Brigadier
Vijaya Wimalaratne, and Com-
modore Meohan Jayamaha, one
of the Sri Lanka navy's finest
officers.

The 15 year UNP regime,
the “long parliament” undsr
President J. R., followed by the
4 year regime of President Pre-
madasa has contributed to the
rising, and increasingly visible
frustration of anti-UNPF forces,
dissipating their energies thro-
ugh intarnal friction for want
of clearly perceived goals and
a coherent rival program, to
place before the people. All
that the anti-UNP parties and
groups can therefore do is to
seize  “'targets of opportu-
nity", this or that issue, this
or that occasion or turn of
events.

Beneath -all this is seething
economic discontent, the direct
and predictable outcome of the
IMF-World Bank ‘‘structural ad-
justment’ strategy. Ever-rising
prices, a necessary by-product,
steadily marginalises the wageo-
earnar and the salaried middle
class the public servant espe-
cially, they simply cannot keep
pace with inflation.

The burden they are forced
to bear, it is clear even to the
least educated, has much to do
with the war, and its rapidly
rising costs. ...now over 21
billion rupees. So the average
Sinhala voter prays for not just
a clear victory over the separa-
tist Tamil ‘Tigers’ but a quick
success. Unfortunately, the na-
ture of the war is such that the
sort of decisive victory that can
be won in more conventional
conflicts cannot be achieved in
this type of armed confronta-

tion even if one has the high
=tech that was proudly exhibi-

ted in the Gulf War. The “gusr-
rilla® fights according to his
rules. It is when the ‘Tigers'
took on the army In a con-

ventional battle — the seige on
the Elephant Pass garrison —
that Sri Lanka armed forces
showed their mettle. The major
operations launched since then
were also commanded by Gen-
eral Kobbekaduwe, a graduate
of Sandhurst, Camberly, and the
prestigious Royal College of De-
fence Studies,

Like other upper echelon com-
manders of the 5. L. A, General
Kobbekaduwe understood both
the political character of the
conflict, as well as its inter-
national implications. It is not
for nothing that the International
Red Cross, U.N.H.C:R., and
ather organisations have repre-
sentatives both in Colombo and
in the war-ravaged north. Tho-
ugh not directly attached to
any embassies, these “observers”
intervene in wvarious ways in
the ongoing war. And their re-
potts influence the opinion of
the major donors, who in turn,
carry a great deal of clout with
the World Bank, certainly ba-
fore the |IBRD convenes the
annual Aid Sri Lanka consortium
meeting in Paris.

Apart from that, Sri Lankan
sarvice chiefs, the Army,  Nawy
and Air Force, had understood
clearly that the state’s objective
was in fact 1o demonstrate
that the LTTE had no “military
option’” i. 8. there was no mili-
tary victory that the LTTE can
possibly claim. Once that
message was delivered loud and
clear, then the path to & nego-
tiated peace, a political settls-
ment within the Sri Lankan
constitution, was open.



Selfless sacrifice for the nation

The Sunday Times joins the nation today, amidst
scenes of shock and mourning in saluting Maj.
Gen. Kobbekaduwa, Brig. Vijaya Wimalaratne and
other officers on the frontline of the battle who
paid the supreme price to protect the unity and
integrity of our Motherland.

If this war torn battle hardened nation still
has any tears left it must shed them now. Spe-
cially at the feet of Denzil Kobbekaduwa, a soldier
of the people, who sought not only to win battles
but also the hearts and minds of the people iIn
those ravaged areas.

It is paradoxical that the sword of death had
to pierce the heart of a man whose heart over-
flowed with kindness and concern towards all
people irrespective of the race, religion and caste.

Maj. Gen. Kobbekaduwa and Brig. Wimalaratne,
in the best traditions of a soldier, always led
from the front. They united and identified with
their men on the frontlines and were prepared to
expose their men. Thus their death was the
culmination of a selfless sacrifice for all the men
on the battlefront and indeed for all the people

of this county.

— Sunday Times

As the SUNDAY TIMES stat-
ad aditorially:

“lIt the war-torn, battle-
hardened nation still has any
tears left it must shed them
now. Specially at the feet of
Denzil Kobbekaduwe, a soldier
of the peopls, who sought
not only to win batiles but
also the hearts and minds of
the people of those ravaged
areas’’,

In short, this was NOT =&
Sinhala-Tamil war. It was a
war against a group of guerril-
las, one of the most ferocious
in the waorld, who had launched
a war to establish a separate
state because that was the only
way to remedy many, long-stand-
ing grievances against the Sri
Lankan state in their view. Why
such felt grievances were allowed
to fester is of course a guestion
that must be paosed to the Sri
Lankan political establishmenti.e.
the major Sinhalese parties which
failed to resolve them through
democratic means.

Denzil Kobekkaduwe was not
only an officer and gentleman,
he was that rate soldier who
led from the front i.e.. when
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the order to march was given,
the first to move was the man
who gave the order, Denzil.

And by his side was Brigadier
Wimalaratne, the toughest officer
in the field. .

If Sri Lanka is an island,
Jaffna is & peninsula, and the
Palk straits is what separates
our country from Tamilnadu. It
is from Kayts Island. cleared of
hardcore ‘Tigers’, that the Army
with the help of the Navy, was
planning to advance. This was
a ‘combined oparation’ in which
the Air Force had a key role
to play too. But the Navy was
all-important. In charge was a
first—class officer, Commodore
Mohan Jayamaha, trained at
Indian and  Australian  naval
colleges. The tributes that cams
from the Tamil parties may wall
be remembared at the most
significant. The PLOT spokes.
man said that General Kobbea-
kaduwe had “stood above race,
religion and political differences,
He worked towards bringing
the Tamil community back to
the political mainstream’,.

STOP PRESS

sSupreme Sacrifice

This issue of the LG had gone to
prass when the funeral of Major-
‘General (now Lt. General) Denzil Kob-
bekaduwe was held at Kanatte. Wall
over half the LG had already baen
printed when Brigadier (posthumously
Major-General} Vijaya Wimalaratne ra-
ceivad ths last honours from his fal-
low soldiars. This journal has jnter-
viewed tham both —one. ths most
universally: respected; the other, re-
garded by frend snd foe as tho
Army's toughest professional,

The ugly scenss at Kanatte, no mat-
ter what the provocation, was no way
to honour these men who had mads
the supreme sacrifice. What happened
on Tueeday and Wednesday requires
mare time for inquiry and rafloction.
As a first imprassion, we would sug-
gest that it was more organised than
spantaneous and yet it could not have
occurred except in & society under
tramendous pressure: the pressure of
a  bitter, wasteful ten year war, the
emational pressurn of group identity
and allegiance, the mounting burden
of living costs, the frustration of op-
positional movements, divided, dispiri-
tad and desperate, and the resurgence
of Youth adventurism and extremism,
armed only for the moment with ul-
tra-nationalist idealoay. But that idao-
logical outlook is also shared by youn-
ger elements is some of the recog-
nised parties; and these parties. too
long in the cold, selza any occasion
or issus, as a target of opportunity.

A contributing editor of this journal,

DAYAN JAYATILLEKA, who was bru-
tally assaulted by a group of thugs,
at Kanattes, was a victim of these
emerging forces in a society in the
grip of & severa crisis.

NE. If & *Day of National Mour-
ning’, the agitational protesters’ stated
grievance and rallying cry, was NOT
announcad in delerence to an explo-
cit request from the families of tha
dead heross, as claimed by official
sources, why was not that fact broad-
cast lo the psople?



Rajiv murder trial to begin next month

NEW DELHI

The crucial trial of the ac-
cused in tha Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, commencing
naxt month at Madras, will lar-
gely examine the form and con-
tents of the facts collected by
the intelligence teams over the
last one year, It is also expec-
ted to set the scope of future
governmental action towards un-
earthing the conspiracy.

The Special Investigation Team
(5IT) has charge sheeted 42 per-
sons, including Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) chief V.
Pirabhakaran, the LTTE intelli-
gence chief Pottu Amman and
woman intelligence wing member
Akila, whose extradition from Sri
Lanka is informally requested by
the Indian authorities.

The Centre had already banned
the LTTE and declared Pirabha-
ran and Pottu Amman an off-
ender. But the Government has
yet to make a formal official re-
guest to the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, itsalf locked in  armed
confrontation with the LTTE
cadres, to extradite Pirabhakaran.

Important LTTE activists and
sympathisers like MNalini, Muro-
gan, Bhagyanathan, Dixon
and other suspects in the Rajiv
assassination arrested by the
CBIl, figure in the chargesheet,
submitted recently by the SIT.

The SIT has already linked
the alleged LTTE plans to elj-
minate the Congress (l) leader
o its supremo Pirabhakaran of
Jaffna in northern Sri Lanka.

A special designated court at
Madras will conduct the trial
which is likely to continue its
hearings  of different parties,
including those of the accused,
Bl the end of this vear.

MABBED: The SIT has begun

#=  investigation immediately
2ftar Mr. Gandhi's  killing on
May 21 last year and nabbed

several of the key LTTE mem-
S=rs and their sympathisers.

Sivarasan, the one-eyed Jack,
called so for his glass eve, and
the alleged, mastermind behind
the assassination canspiracy,
and Subha, believed to be the
standby human bomb, had man-
aged to escape the SIT net
at Tamil Madu and hid them-
selves in the outskirts of
Bangalore. There they com-
mitted suicide when there hidout
was traced by the sleuths and

the security forces readied to
storm it
The SIT ecrack team which

worked under its chief D. R.
Karthikeyan, currently inspector-
genaral of CRPF at Hyderabad,
also went abroad to trace the
missing link in the involvemeant
of the LTTE with the conspiracy.

Menwhile, the one-man Milap
Chand Jain inquiry commission,
looking into ‘“the conspiracy
angle” of the case, had asked
the SIT toe furnish the names
of the “material witnesses,
copies of their statements,
documents and exhibits relating
to the terms and reference of
the commission” to it by this
week.

The commission, which is to
start its preliminary hearings on

July 31, has also asked the
intelligence bureau and the
Research and Apalysis Wing

(RAW) to submit copies, reports

and documents which it had
ssked for earller. The Jain
panel has already received
affidavits from the foreign
secratary, Mr. J: N. Dixit, union
home secratary, present and
former, cabinet secretary, top
civil and police officers of
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Be-

sidas political parties like AICC (1,
ALADMEK, DMK, DE and district
party, Madras and prominent
persons like Ms. Maragatham
Chandrasekhar, MP, Ms. Jayanti
Natrajan, MP, Mr. G. K. Moo-
panar, Mr. Suman Dubay,
journalist, and a Madras-basad
newspaper ‘dinamalar’ have also
filed the affidavits in the case

INDEPENDENT: The Com-
Mission proposes to make its
“own independent findings,

examine the SIT material, verify
Its correctness and probe the
leads missed by the SIT”, ac-

cording to  the commission
SOUrces.
The sources said that  tha

notice was issued to the fareign
secrelary because he played a
pivotal rola in shaping India‘s
Sri Lankan policy and was also
the Indian high commissioner to
that country when the Indian
Peace Keeping Forge (IPKF was
sent there under the Indo-Sri
Lankan peace accord in 1286.

Last month the Justice J. 5.
Verma Commission, probing the
security lapses at Sriperumbudur
whare Mr. Gandhi was killad
in a bomb blast, had held the
central and Tamil MNadu security
and intelligence agencies guilty
of lapses and recommended key

(Continued on page 21)

LTTE challenges
“ban’’ order

Thea LTTE is planning to chal-
lenge the Indian government
decision to ban the movemant
under the UNLAWFUL ACTIVI-
TIES PREVENTION ACT of 1967.

- The ‘Tigers' are now in search

of an Indian lawyer who can
take their case. The Indian gov-
ernment acted under Section 3
of the UAPA. The order covars
LTTE Isadars, members, armed
groups, activists, and pro-LTTE
Tamils operating on Indian soil.
According to a report by 5,
Venkat Marayan (Sunday Isfand
9/8) the LTTE is now looking
for an Indian lawyer who can
represent it. LTTE offices in
London and New York have been
looking for an internationally
known lawyer. According to
Venkat Narayan, another option
is  Mr. Ram Jethmalani, the
emiment Indian lawyer who ap-
peared for the accused in the
Indira Gandhi assassination case.
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Final Report in RC. 9/S/91/GBI/SGB/Madras — (Rajiv Gandhi
Assassination Case) Under Section 173 Gr. P. G.

List of Accused:

1. V. Prabhakaran B

2, Pottu Omman & |
Shanmughanathan ¢ Abscon-
Sivasankaran . ding

. Akila & Akilakka
. 8. Packiachandran &
Raghuvaran & Sivarasan
. Dhanu & Anbu & Kalaivani )
. Subha & Nithya |
. 8. Haribabu ﬁ 3“’“"
J

. Nehru & Nero & Gokul
. 8. Nalini

10. T. Suthenthraraja & Santhan

11. V. Sriharan & Murugan & Thas &
Indu Master

12. Shankar & Koneswaran

13. D. Vijayanandan & Hariayya

14. B. Ruban & Suresh

15. S. Kanagasabapathy & Radhaayya

16. A. Chandralekha & Athirai &
Sonia & Gowri

17. B. Raobert Payas

18. S. Jayakumar

19. J. Shanthi

Do~ W

20. S. Vijayan & Perumal Vijayan
21. V. Sefvaluxmi
22. 5. Baskaran & Velayudam

23. 8. Shanmughavadivelu &
Thambi Anna

24. P. Ravichandran & Ravi & Pragasam

25. M. Suseendran & Mahesh :

26. G. Perarivalan & Arivu

27. S. Duraisingam & lrumborai

28. 5. Bhagyanathan

29, S. Padma

30. A. Sundaram & Subha Sundaram

3. K. Dhanasekaran & Raju

32. N. Rajasuriya & Rangan

33. T. Vigneswaran & Vicky

34. J. Ranganath

35. N. Shanmugam & Jayaraj )

36. Trichy Santhan &
Gundu Santhan

37. Suresh Master 4 Since

38. Dixon & Kishore Deso.

39. Amman & Gangaikumar

40. Driver Anna & Keerthi

41. Jamuna & Jameela

A—1 Prabhakaran (Absconding) is the
supreme leader of the Srilankan Tamil Organi-
sation celled LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL
EELAM (LTTE) who along with Pottu Omman
(A2), Akila (A3) and others designed the
criminal conspiracy to assassinate former Prime
Minister of India Shri. Rajiv Gandhi and commit
other offences in pursuance thereof and arranged
for the execution of the same.

A—2 Pottu Omman & Shanmughanathan
Sivasankaran (Absconding) is the Chief of
the Intelligence Wing of the LTTE who along
with Prabhakaran (A1), Akila (A3) and othars
of the LTTE designed and arranged the exacution
of the objective of tha criminal conspiracy.

A—3 Akila (Absconding) is a woman
member of LTTE holding the position of Deputy
Chief of Women’s Intslligence Wing of the LTTE,
She along with Prabhakaran (A1) and Pottu
Omman (A2) planned and arranged the achisve-
ment of the objective of the criminal conspiracy.

A—4 S. Packiachandran & Raghuvaran &
Sivarasan (Since Dead) was a member of the

Intelligence Wing of the said organisation who
had been entrusted with the task of exscution
of the objectiva of ths criminal conspiracy.

A—5 Dhanu & Anbu & Kalaivani (Since
Dead) a ‘‘Tigress'* (female member) in the said
Organisation avowsd to execute and carry out
the object of the said organisation and was
entrusted with the task of exploding the bomb
concealed in her person at the public maeting
to kill Shri Rajiv Gandhi and others around him,
to strike terror among the public and to die
without exposing the other conspirators. :

A—6 Subha & Nithya (Since Dead) was
another “Tigress” in the said Organisation and
was entrusted with the task of sexecuting the
plan along with Dhanu (AS).

A—7 S. Hari Babu (Since Dead) Hs is an
Indian Tamil who resided in Madras City. He:
was a8 photographar trained by Subha Sundaram
(A30). He was an active LTTE sympathiser and
a close associate of Sriharan & Murugan (Ali),
Bhagyanathan (A28) Perarivalan & Arivu (A26)
& Sundaram & Subha Sundaram (A30). He ac-
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tively assisted Sivarasan (A4) and others in

accomplishing the objective of criminal conspi-
racy.

A—8 Nehru & Nero & Gokul (Since Dead)
was a member of the Intelligence Wing of the
LTTE who came along with eight others on
1. 5. 81 and clandestinely entered Tamil Nadu,
He was a close associate of Sivarasan {A4) and

operated the wireless equipment at Vijayan's
(A 20) house.

A—9 S. Nalini is an Indian Tamil residing
at Madras, who had been enlisted by Sivarasan
(A4) for the purpose of carrying out the designs
of the criminal conspiracy. She is the sister of
I[EIJ{E:azg\;g_.;raruratham (A28) and daughter of Padma

A—10 T. Suthendraraja 5 Santhan and
A—11 V. Sriharan & Murugan & Thass &
Indu Master are LTTE Intelligence wing cadres
who had been sent to India by Pottu Omman
(A2) for facilitating the achisvement of the
objectives of the criminal conspiracy. Suthen-
draraja & Santhan (A10) and Sriharan & Murugan
(A11) are Srilankan Tamils,

A—12 Shanker & Koneswaran, A—13 D.
Vijayanandan & Hariayya and A—14 B. Ruban
& Suresh are Srilankan Tamils, of who A12
and A14 are LTTE cadres. A13 is an active
supporter of LTTE working for the organisation.
They were members of the group of nine persons
who clandestinely reached Tami! Nadu on 1, 5. 91
under the leadership of Sivarasan (Ad4).

A—15 S. Kanagasabapathy & Radhaayya
and A—16 A. Chandralekha & Athirai are
Srilankan Tamils and Kanagasabapathy (A16) is
28 supporter of the LTTE. Athirai (A16) is a
““Tigress” belonging to the intelligence Wing of
the said organisation and had been sent from
Srilanka to India to act according to the instru-
ctions of Sivarasan (A4) by Pottu Omman (A2)
in carrying out the objective of the criminal

conspiracy according to the needs of the situa-
tion.

A—17 B. Robert Payas. A—18 S. Jaya-
kumar, A—18 J. Shanthi, A—20 s. Vijayan
A—21 V, Selvaluxmi, and A—22 S. Baskaran
Robert Payas (A17). Javakumar (A18), Vijayan
(A20) are Srilankan Tamils and strong supporters
of the LTTE having been sent to India for the
purpose of helping to achieve the objective of
criminal conspiracy. J. Shanthi (A19) who is
the wife of S. Jayakumar (A18), Selvaluxmi
(A21) who is the wife of 5. Vijayan (A20) and
S. Baskaran (A22) who is the father of Selvaluxmi
(A21) and father-in-law of Vijayan (A20) are
Indian Tamils and active supporters of the LTTE
who rendered all assistance to Sivarasan (Ad)
and other members of conspiracy in carrying
out the object of the criminal conspiracy.

B
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A—23 8. Shanmugavadivelu & Thambi
Anna is a Srilankan Tamil and an active sup-
porter of LTTE. He was closely associated with
Sivarasan (A4) and Santhan (A10), He was
keeping the funds given by Sivarasan for mesting
the expenditure of the members of conspirary
and was distributing the same to them. He
was also converting gold brought from Jaffna
into cash.

A—24 P. Ravichandran & Pragasam and
A—25 M. Suseendran & Mahesh ars Indian
Tam!ls trained by the LTTE in Srilanka and wera
sent back to India for carrying out the objsctives
of the criminal conspiracy.

A—26 G. Perarivalan & Arivu and A—27
Irumborai & Duraisingam are residents of
Tamil Madu and active LTTE supporters, who
rendered all assistance and actively participated
in the achievement of the objective of the cri-
miral conspiracy.

A—28 5. Baghyanathan is the brother of
5. Nalini (A8) and Son of S. Padma (A29).
A—29 S. Padma is the mother of S. Nalini
(A8} and Bhagyanathan (A28). A—30 A. Sunda-
ram & Subha Sundaram is a family friend
and wellwisher of S.Nalini (A9), 5. Bhagyanathan
(A28) and S. Padma (A29) and he had trained
S. Haribabu (A7) (Since dead) in photography.
S. Nalini (A9), 5. Bhagyanathan (A28), S. Padma
(A29) & A. Sundaram & Subha Sundaram (A30)
are active supporters of LTTE and renderad all
assistance to the other conspirators in the achie-
vement of the object of the criminal conspiracy.

A—31 K. Dhanasekharan & Raju is an
Indian Tamil residing in Tamil Nadu. He had
activaly assisted the co-conspirators by purchasing
vehicles for their use in their activities and
transported Sivarasan (A4), Subha (A6) and
Nehru & Nero (A8) in his tanker lorry from
Madras to Bangaiore to help them to evade
arrast.

A—32 N. Rajasuriya & Rangan and A—33
T. Vigneswaran & Vicky are Srilankan Tamils
who infiltrated into Tamil Nadu clandestinely and
lent sctive support to the other accused in
carrying out the objective of the conspiracy.

A—34 J. Ranganath is a Indian Tamil re-
siding in Karnataka and a active supporter of
Fe harboured proclaimed offenders Siva-
rasan (A4) and Subha (AS5) and others to shield
them from arrest,

A—35 N. Shanmugham & Jayaraj (Since
Dead)} an Indian Tamil settled at Kodiakkarai,
Vedaranyam who rendered assistance to the gang
of nine and other members of the conspiracy
in executing the object of criminal conspiracy.

A—36 Trichy Santhan & Gundu Santhan
{(Since Dead) was an LTTE cadra who infiltrated
into Tamil Nadu clandestinely and was in-charge



of the Political Wing of LTTE in Tamil Nadu.
He assisted Sivarasan (A4) in carrying out the
object of the criminal conspiracy.

A—37 Suresh Master A—38 Dixon & Kish-
ore, A—39 Ahman, A—40 (Driver) Anna &
Keerthi and A—41 Jamuna & Jameela
(Since Dead) were all LTTE cadres who infil-
trated into Tamil Nadu clandestinely. They were
closely associated with Sivarasan (A4) and ren-
dered all help in achieving the abject of the
criminal conspiracy.

1. This case relates to the most horrendous
murder of Shri. Rajiv Gandhi, former Primea
Minister of India, committed as a result of a
well thought out design, dexterously carried out
in a most diabolical manner which also resul-
ted in the death of 17 others, including 9 police
officials, 7 membars of public and assassin Dhanu
(AB) causing injuries to 44 persons.

2. In or abput 1983 the important leaders
of Tamil Community in the Eastern and Morthern
areas of Srilanka started a movement for Tamil
Eelam with the avowed object of attaining a
Tamil Sovereign State within Srilanka. The
demand for & separata Tamil Eelam led to strife
inside Srilanka between the Sinhalese backing
up the Srilankan Government and the Tamil people
backing up the Tamil movement.

3. Periodical outbreaks of ethnic violance
in Srilanka resulted in large scale exodus of
Tamil population from the island to neighbouring
Tamil MNadu in India with whom they had age
old cultural, linguistic and ethnic ties. The
Indian Tamils were greatly agitated by the plight
of the Srilankan Tamils across the Palk Strait.
The influx of the refugees was also an economic
strain on India which had to provide shalter,
food, medical facilities, etc. The ethnic problem
of Srilanka took the shape of a major problem
for India. One of the groups demanding Tamil
Eslam or a separate Tamil State was led by V.
Frabhakaran (Al), Leader of the group called
the Liberation Tigars of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
Other groups like Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) Tamil Eslam Liberation
Organisation (TELO) and People's Liberation
Organisation for Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) wha had
their own leaders also ‘represented differant
interests. However the LTTE was the major force
to be reckoned with and they claimed to be the
sole representative of the Srilankan Tamils.

4, This problem affecting both Indian and
Srilanka was sought to be remedied by Shri
Hajiv Gandhi, the then Prime Ministar of India,
oy taking the initiative to bring the Srilankan
Government and various Tamil groups to the
negotiating tabla by  acting as the' mediator,
On 24th July 1987, Prabhakaran (A1) the LTTE
Supremo, was brought to Delhi and was ap-
orzised of the details of the proposed Accord.
Apparently Prabhakaran (A1) was not satisfied

with the proposed terms. Prabhakaran (A1)
conveyed his misgivings to sympathiser that
he had been stabbed in the back and betrayed
by the Government of India, by Shri Rajiv
Gandhi in the matter of reaching the Accord
with the Government of Srilanka. He also gave
a statement to the Press.

5. The Indo-5ri Lanka Accord signed between
India and Sri Lanka on 29.7.87 recognised the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Srilanka,
A separate Tamil Eelam State was thersfors
ruled out. On the other hand only a provincial
State within the Sovereign State of Srilanka
was envisaged. While the other groups of
Tamils were agreeable to this Accord, LTTE was
against it as this went against its avowed policy
and demand for a separate Tamil State. This
Accord, therefore trigagered their hatred for the
Indian leadership of the time led by Shri Rajiv
Gandhi whose mediating skills brought about
tha Accord, In terms of the Accord, the Indian
Army was assigned the peace kesping role.

B. The implementation of the Accord com-
menced from 30.7.87 when the Indian Army
reached Palaly, Jaffna for -its peace keeping
mission. The Accord contempleted the surrender
of arms by all the armed Tamil groups includ-
ing the LTTE within 72 hours. The situation
was ticklish as the LTTE could not decide an
the issue since their Supremo was still in Delhi.
He was flown back on 2887 and In the
public meeting held at Sudumalai, Jaffna on
4.8.87, Prabhakaran (A1) expressed his feslings
openly. In his speech, while claiming himself
as the Chisftain who had fought for the people,
he indicated that he was cowing to fate and
surrendering the weapons under pressure whila
maintaining at tha same time his independenca
and self respect, Daeaspite this announcement,
surrender of armd did not commence till 6.8.87,
when Yogi & Yogarathnam of the LTTE made
the first show of formal surrendar. The surrender,
however, was not total.

7. The LTTE was dissatisfied with the Srilankan
Government for the allegedly casual and lethargic
manner in which displaced Tamils were besing
rehabilitatead when compared to the enthusiasm
which displaced Sinhalese were  rehabilitat-
cated in the Eastern Province. On the political
front also they were not satisfied with the
developments in the matter of allotment of seats
in the Interim Council. There wern also bicker-
ing in regard to the choice of persons for
Chairmanship of the Interim Council. In this
surcharged atmosphere of tensions. Thileepan,
one of the senior functionaries of LTTE, com-
menced a fast unto death from 15.9.87 in
support of certain demands. He died fastingon
26.9.87.

8. The epprehension of 17 important LTTE
men by the Srilankan Mavy while travelling in
a boat including key leaders - Pulendran and
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Kumarappa followed immediately thereafter. The
LTTE sought the help of the indian Govern-
ment for their release while the Srilankan
Govarnment wanted them to be flown to Colombo
for interrogation purposes on charges of violation
of the Accord. While they were handed over
to Srilankan Forces for being flown to Colombo.
twelve of them, including Pulendran and Kuma-
rappa, died consuming cyanide.

9. The LTTE propaganda machinery swung
into action to sow the seeds of distrust and
disappointment in the minds of the Tamil public
in Jaffna towards the Ileadership of Indian
Government, as though India had betrayed them.
The role of the Indian Peace Keeping Force
{IPKF) was widely condemned as inimical to
the interests of Tamils. While indulging in such
scathing attacks Shri Rajiv Gandhi was pro-
jected as the perpetrator of their suffaring. The
LTTE projected itself as the sole guardian of
of the Tamil people. Prabhakaran (A1) in an
open declaration at the time of the funeral of
the 12 dead LTTE cadres, averred that hence-
forth he would revert back to tsking up arms
to fight for their causes. Udayan, a Jaffna
Tamil daily, on 7,10.87, quoted Prabhakaran (A1)
as describing the actions of Sh. Rajiv Ganhi as
unpardonable. The opportunity was fully used
by the LTTE to project their dissatisfaction with
the Indian leadership mainly Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

The alienation of the LTTE and its Supremo.

Prabhakaran (A1), from Shri Rajiv Gadhi's
leadership in Indian Politics was total. Prabha-
karan (A1) after emerging from his hide-out
after about two and a half years, made a state-
ment in April ‘90 that he was against the
former Indian leadership namely Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

10. Sporadic fighting broke out between the
LTTE and IPKF, resulting in loss of lifa on
either side. This confrontation between the
IPKF and the LTTE continued till the commence-
ment of withdrawal of |PKF in 1989. During
this period the LTTE went about compiling
newsreports, articles and other materials appear-
ing in print and electronic media about the
alleged atrocities perpetrated by the IPKF. Pro-
poganda was also mounted for the immediate
withdrawal of the IPKF and anyone who calied
for the continance of [PKF was branded a
traitor. Slain TULF leader Amirthalingam and
slan EPRLF leader Padmanabha had thus been
branded traitors. The withdrawal of IPKF was
completed in March 1980 and by that time
Shri Rajiv Gandhi had gones out of power and
was the leader of opposition. As the palitical
vicissitudes in India in the later half of 1990
would show the country was heading for an
early mid-term poll and there was a perceptible
upswing in tha popularity ot Shri Rajiv Gandhi.
Shri Rajiv Gandhi himself in August, 1990 pre-
dicted the general elections in early 1991.

11. The LTTE apprehended a reversal of
the then Government of India’s non-interfering
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Policy towards Srilanka with the passibility of
return of Shri Rajiv Gandhi as Prime Minister
as he stood for not only Srilanka’s territorial
integrity but also for a role for all Tamil
groups In any Tamil solution. In order to
prevent Shri Rajiv Gandhi from coming back
to power the LTTE leadership consplred 1o
eliminate him, create instability in India and
make a clean get away without leaving and
trace of LTTE involvement. The conspiracy bagan
to unfold by putting certain numbar of hard-
core LTTE cadres in strategic location in India.

12. The first group consisting of Vijayan
& Perumal Vijayan (A 20) his wifa Selvaluxmi
(A 21) and his father-in-law Bhaskaran & Velayu-
than (A 22) were sent by Sivarasan (A 4) in
furtherance of the Criminal Conspiracy and they
reached Rameswaram on 12-9-390, under the
guise of refugees. They registered themselves
and stayed in Tuticarin Refuges Camp.

13. The second group, consisting of Robert
Payas (A 17), Jayakumar (A 18) and his wife
Shanthi (A 19) landed at Rameswaram on 20.9.90
under the guise of refugees and registered
themselves. In & day or two, they came to

Madras and stayed in a house at Mahakavi
Bharathi Magar, Madras 39.

14. Thereafter, Jayakumar (A 18) toock a
house at No. 26, Sabari MNagar Extn., Porur,
with effect from 1.10.90 The entire group
consisting of Jayakumar (A 18), Shanthi (19),

Robert Payes (A 17) and his family shifted to
this house even two days earlier, which became
the place of contact for the members of crimi-
nal conspiracy.

15. Ravichandran & Ravi & Pragasam (A 24)
and Suseendran & Mahesh (A 25) who went
to Jaffna for getting training from LTTE cams
to Tamil Nadu with Sivarasan (A 4) during
December, 1990. During his sojourn in Madras
in the months of January and February, 1991,
Sivarasan (A 4) was frequently meeting Ravi-
chandran & Ravi & Prakasam (A 24). Thera-
after Sivarasan {A4) laft for Jaffna through
Kodiakkarai and returned te Madras during mid
March, 1991. On this occasion hs brought gold
to be used for financing the operation. He got
this gold converted into cash through Shanmugha-
vedivelu & Thambi Anna (A 23) and left the
cash with the latter to be drawn in instalments
to achieve the objective of the conspiracy.

16. In the meanwhile, in December 1930,
Jayakumar (A 18) took another house at No.
155, Muthamil Nagar, Kedungaiyur, Madras
through his father-in-law, at the instanca of
Sivarasan (A 4) and shifted his family. There-
after Sivarasan (A 4) stayed with Jayakumar
(A 18) and Shanthi (A19). Theay were financad
by Sivarasan (A 4).

17. While at Tuticorin camp, Vijayan was
visited by Sivarasan (A 4) during December,
1990 and was advised to take a house at
Madras, so as to accommodate some more LTTE
cadres who were expected to arrive soon.

(To be continued)



THE NEO-COLOGNE QUESTION

Advertising with a vengeance

We are writing this letter to
convey our grave displeasure
and disgust with an exception-
ally sexist and violent advertise-
ment that is being repeated|y
telecast on MTV since its
inception.

The advertisement in question is
fora male cologne called Avenger
which is being marketed by
International Cosmetics  (Put)
Ltd, a subsidiary of the Maha-
rajah Organization. This adver-
tisement is made up of thres
sequences.

The opening shot is that of
8 dark alleyway where an Elton
John look — alike is spotlighted
strumming & guitar. In  ths
shadows a few vyards away
stands another man nonchalantly
smoking a cigaretta. Suddenly,
B woman in a black dress and
high hesls swings through the
alley, her black mans of hair
gwirling around her face. Tha
man in the shadows makes a
grab at her, she glares at him,
tosses her head dismissively
and continues on her way.

Next shot, the spurned man
Sprays cologne on himself,

The coneluding shot is a
replay of the first one but with
8 major development. The guitar
plays on and through the
shadows once again appears
the desirable object, the woman.
The man grabs at her again
znd surprige! She turns towards
him and her yielding to him is
signified by her painted finger
nails curling around his shoulders
snd her high heeled fest arch-
ing upwards on tiptoe.

The final shot displayed the
Sottles of cologne along  with
their signature slogan: “Averger,
Srings out the man in you".

The messaga here was clear,
Sie=ct and horrifying, If you
we==r the correct cologne even
s=xual assault can be alluring
%= women. Furthermore, by
Eoogesting  that this cologne
Seought out the “man in you,”
5= advertiser seemed to bs
#s0 suggesting that to be

masculine- was to also be violant:
to physically and sexually avenga
8 woman who may have ‘“in-
sulted” one's masculinity by
refusing one’s ‘advancas’,

We call for the immediate sus-
pension of the telecasting of
this advertisement.

1. Ramani Muttetuwegama (Sri

Lanka Federation of University
Women), 2. Malathi de Alwis
(Feminist Forum), 3. Vasuki
Nesiah (Centre for Study of
Human Rights), 4. Farzana
Haniffa (International Centre of
Ethnic  Studies), 5. Manisha

Wimalachandra (Women in Need),
6. Chitralekha Maunaguru
(Women's Study Circle Jaffna),
7. Qadri Ismail (Columbia Uni-
versity), 8. Reggle Siriwardena

TEST PAPER

(International Centre for Ethnic
Studies, 9. Mala Dassanayake
(Voice of Women), 10. Mira
Wickremasinghe = (University of
Colombo), 11. Anna Subra-
maniam (Women for Peace), 12
Pradeep Jeganathan (University
of Chicage), 13. Rajini and
Jayanthi (Suriya Women's Deve-
lopment Centre), 14. Kumari
Jayawardena (Women’s Education
and Research Centre), 16 Kes-
hini Soysa (University of Para-
deniya), 16, Sunil Bastian
(Social Scientists Association),
17.. Sunil Abeysekere Women
and Media), 18. Manouri Mut-
tetuwegama (Bar Assaciation),
19. Natasha Balendra (Lawyer),
20 Sunil Wijesiriwardena (Vibhavi

Centre), 21. Kumudini Samusl
(Women and Media), 22. Sriyani
Perera (Vibhanl Centre).
Daily News)
27792

Some aspects of censorship for
intellectuals and civil rights activists only

(Paper set by Piyal Gamage)

All 3 questions must be
attempted. Pass mark 100
A state-controlled newspaper
recently gave prominence to a
letter from a group of leading
Lankan intellectuals protesting
against what they sea as saxist
violence in a t.v. commercial.
They claim to he gravely dis-
pleased and disgusted by the
advertissment, which depicts a
young man reaching out to a
passing young woman (without
gctually making contact). She
snubs him and he then douses
himself in the cologne which
the commercial |s plugging and
a second pass at the girl is
successful. They call upon the
government to ban the com-
mercial which they allege con-
tains a horrifying messaga.

QUESTION 1

Among the signatories to this
petition are persons who ara
quick to protest strongly if ever
there occurs anything they par-
Ceive as govarnment censorship
in the arts or the media of

material which the government
considers undesirable,

How can these same persons,
without blushing, call upon the
same government to ban a
publication which they consider
undesirable? Explain. (50 marks)

QUESTION 2
Amoog the signatories to the
petition are just a few who

look with less than grave dis-
pleasura and disgust (still less
horror) at the genocidal violance
Velupillai Prabhakaran (currently
directed againstinnocent Muslim
men women and  children).
Explain. (50 marks)

QUESTION 3

When is right and proper and
legitimate to suppress freedom
of speech and expression?

(0 marks)

NOTE

Mo marks ara awardad for question
3 becauso the answer is abyvigus: |t
is right and proper and legitimate to
Suppress all material’ which displeases
our leading fighters for freedom of
spesch and expression.]
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The Tamil Soldier and the Dravidian Diaspora

D. P. Sivaram

he idea of the ‘modern Indian

army’ is rarely associated with
the Tamils, The nature orits ethnic
composition generates the im-
pression that it is a predominantly
north Indian phenomenon. Thisim-
pression has become so strongly
established that the military his-
tory of the British Empire’s rise
has been studied In recent times
in connection with the role of tha
‘martial peoples’ of north India in
the British Indian army. The
tenacity and power of this “im-
pression” in modern scholarship
is best illustrated in the argument
of David Washbook “The rolatha
British Indian army played in
international affairs over ths
course of the 19th century how-
ever, lifts it out of the context of
British Indian relations and places
it in a broader global perspactive.
It was not an army intended pri-
marily for domestic defanca and
police duties in India, Rather, it
was the army of British Impsria-
lism, formal and informal. which
operated worldwide, opening up
markets to the products of indus-
trial revolution, subordinating
labour forces to the dominating
of capital and bringing to ‘be-
riighted’ civilizations the enligh-
tened values of Christianity and
Rationality. The Indian army was
the iron fist in the velvet glove of
Victorian expansonism. More-
over, because the British Empire
was the principal agency through
which the world system functio-

ned in this era, the Indian army -

was in a real sense the major
coercive force behind the inter-
nationalization of industrial capi-
talism. Paradoxically (or not!)
the martialization of north Indian
society and, in many ways the
feudalization of its agrarian raela-
tions, ware direct corrolaries of
the development of capitalism on
a world scala during the 19th
century.” (Washbrook: 1930)
Washbrook's view is based on
what the Indian army was towards

the latter part of the ninteenth
century. It is underpinned by an
“impression” which arose many
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- crity with which fits

years after the British had esta-
blished their stratagic hold on
India and had laid the Empire's
foundation with what was known
as their ‘Coastal Army' which was
built up in the latter half of the
18th century mainly with Tamil
soldiers. The British succeesded
in empire-building not by martia-
lising dominant north Indian
military caste communities but by
huaidlpg up a cheap but loya! and
effeqttua army of predominantly
Tamil soldiers. Until the latter
half of the 19th century it was
the Tamil Christian soldier who
was the main coarcive force be-
hind the expansion of tha Empire
int he subcontinent and elsewhere,
The British recruitment handbook
for Madras classes says “‘/t can
truthfully be safd that the Coast
Army was mainly instrumental in
conguering India for the British.”
(p.8) The Tamil soldier was seen
as the bearer of the Sword and
the Bible —with few raligious and
easte prejudices which made him
suitable for expeditions bayond
the sea unlike his more expensive
brethren in north India. Contrary
to what Washbrook claims. the
early phase of British overseas ex-
pansion in East, West and South
Asia was not based on the mar-
tialisation of north Indian socisty,
but on the' south Indian alter-

nativa to its military labour
market — the loyal classes of
Tamils,

“During this whole period, as
always throughout its existence,
the Coast Army was spacially
notewarthy for the cheerful ala-
regiments
have volunteared of service over-
seas. The Bengal regiments on
many occasions refused to embark
for foreign service, on the plea
that it was contrary to their reli-
gion. But the Coast Army willin-
aly embarked, and took a leading
part in many successful expedi-
tions, including Manila (1762),
Mahe (1779), Caylon (1782 and
1785), Amboyna and the Spice
Islands {1796y Egypt (1801-2),
Bourbon and Mauritius (1810),
and Java (1811-12)". Ths Coast

Army took part in the final
expedition against the King of
Kandy which was followed by
the first war in Burma (1824-26).
The first war by the British in
China was also fought by the
them in 1840-42 where the 37th
Madras Infantry was made grana-
dier battalion for its distinguished
conduct. Sir Hugh Gough re-
ported of their servica in tha
China war that “their persave-
rance and gallantry before thse
enemy have secured for them
the confidence of tha British
European soldiers™. (Hecruitment
Handbook for Madras Classes p.6)
Even a brief study of the history
of the Coast Army and the Tamil
soldiers who wera recruited into
it would reveal that the ‘military
agency’ which “canveyed British
capitalist powar to areas of the
world (including the South Asian
hintarland) it could not otherwiss
have reached’” had a wvery small
proportion of north Indian military
groups. Washbrook's argument
that the World Capitalist system
which the British Empire helped
so much to expand rested heavily
on the intermediation of the
Indian army and that without it
and similar agencies constituted
outside the Eurppean capitalism
core, “'the forces of world capi-
talism would have been athnic
much weakar or slse of awvary
differant kind'' is plausible but
the argument that harnessing thes
dynamic potential of the readily
available north Indian military
groups made it cheaper for the
British to rapidly expand their
empire, is untenable in view of
tha two most critical phasas
which determined the hold of tha
English on the subcontinent.

The first phase begins towards
the middle of the 18th cantury.
It was the contest with the French
that first compelled the British to
abandon their policy in India till
then, that war was bad for trade,
and raise local troops. There was
in the subcontinent at that tima
paramilitary caste groups whose
services could be obtained for 2
fee. The British unlike the graat



Indian princedoms in that era
could not afford the soldiery of
the high caste martial groups
although they very much desired
them. “From the proceedings of
the government, dated 7th May
1770, it appears that the Sepoy
battalions then consisted of
Mohamedans, Tamils and ‘Telu-
gus, but no details of caste are
given. It may be inferred that the
number of Brahmans, Rajputs and
Mahrattas in_ the Madras army
was very small. It is clear that
the autharities were desirous of
restricting enlistments to men of
good caste, but it is equally clear
that this was not practicable du-
ring the last (18th) century.”
Again in 1795, it is stated that
““owing to the small pay of the
sepoy and the high price of rice,
considerable difficulty was ex-
perienced in obtaining good re-
cruits, and the battalions were
kept up to their proper strength
by accepting undearsized men and
those of low castes* (Phytian
Adams: 1942 Yet Stringer Law-
rence and Clive succeeded in
making the cheap low caste Tamil
sepoys into an army with which
the English were able to establish
themselves as the main European
trading group in India in the con-
test with tha French, It later won
all the ecrucial battles that sub-
jugated most of India during the
course of the seventy five years
since recruitment of the first
Tamil sepoy levies began in the
northern parts of Tamilnadu in
1746. The East India company
established its first military de-
partment at Madras in 1752. The
main reason behind the rapid rise
of tha British in this era was their
low cost but hardy army. The
major Indian kingdoms of the
time, although possessed of mo-
dern and larger forces were fall-
ing into financial difficulties in
maintaining their expensive high
caste soldiery whose pay arrears
was frequent cause for mutiny.
The English fought with the ad-
vantage of an extremely loyal
army which did not rebal for pay.
The Recruitment Handbook of the
Madras classes records ‘‘never
were these qualities mare fully
tried than in the war with Hyder,
The pay of the army was sixtean
months in arrears, famine raged

allover the country. the sanemy
was at the gates offering large
bounty and pay to our Sepoys to
desert, butin vain. Under all theses
circumstances severe action wara
fought. Their conduct during the
war excited the admiration of all
who knew it, and Frederick the
Great of Prussia was known to
have said, after reading Orme's
account of the war, that had he
the command of troops who acted
like the sepoys on that occasion,

he could congquer all Europe.”
(p-2)
The second crucial phase in

which the future of the British as
an Empire building power was
datermined was the period in
which the Indian Mutiny erupted
in Morth India. Again, it was the
loyal Coast Army that helped the
English survive the Mutiny. It was
the Mutiny that made the British
recrganize the Indian army into
that form which Washbrook con-
siders in his thesis.

“ln 1857-58, came the great
Mutiny of the army in Bengal,
when the Coast Army displayed
its loyalty and devotion in no
uncertain manner. In a despatch
dated the 19th August 1859, the
Secretary of State of India said
'The commander-in-chiefs Minute
contains only a slight sketch of
the important services rendered
by the Madras army during the
great contest in the North of
India. The great fact has been tha
perfect fidelity of that army and
the perfect loyalty of the 23 mil-
lions of persans who inhabit this
Presidency, which enabled the re-
sources of the South of India to
be freely put forth in support of
our hard pressed country men in
North.” Lieut-General Sir Patrick
Grant said “The services in the
field of the Troops of this presi-
dency employed in the suppres-
sion or the Rebellion and the
Mutiny are now a matter of his-
tory, and the glowing terms in
which they have been recognized
must endure for ewver, an unperi-
shable record of this noble sol-
diers. Itcan never be forgotten
that, to their immortal honour,
the native troops of the Mad-
ras army have been, in the
words of the Earl of Ellen-
borough, faithful found amo-
ng the faithless."

The Dravidian ideology was
underpinned by the idea of the
loyal Tamil soldier of British
Coast Army, bringing to “benigh-
ted** civilizations tha enlightened
values of Christianity and Rati-
onality. Caldwell and his suc-
cessors elaborated a theory of
a Tamil Diaspora as the bedrock
of Protestantism and the English
Empira on this idea.

Bishop M. C Sargant who like
Caldwell, was the Church of
England’s Bishop in Tinnevely
spells it out clearly in his Dis-
persion of the Tamil Chuqch'.
“Tha Tamils are great soldiers;
they went with the army along
with their families and lived in
its newly estabiished camps and
in the newly captured territorias..
they were excellent instuments
for establishing the Church amo-
ng the Telugu and Kannada
speaking peoples” *'There is
much evidenca to show that
Tamil soldiers - of the British
Indian army — and those (Ta-
mils) who followed the army
took the gospel with them
to the other parts of India™
(Sargant: 1940, p. 32 and p. 68).
About the intention of his work
Sargant says ‘‘The Dispersion of
the Jews was a preparation for
the spread of Christianity in the
ancient world. Similarly can it
be said that the Dispersion of
the Tamil church helped the
missionaries? The first Apostles
found some God fearing Jews
as their first believers. Did the
missionaries find the Tamils per-
ceptive., was this race the f[rst
fruit of Chirstian work? | tried
to find answers to such ques-
tions.... This research made me
understand that Christ realised
many unexpected and inexplicable
things through the Dispersion
of the Tamils and the Tamil
Church.”* Sargant, like Caldwael-
land Bishop whitehead before
him believed that research into
ancient Dravidian forms of expres-
sion found in Tamil would revezal
that there were many surprising
words and ideas which denoted
Christian concepts such as that
of sin. “Like the ancient Hebrews
the ancient Dravidians also tried
to lead a righteous spiritual life.”
{p. 3) The closa connection bet-
ween the British Indian army’s

{Continued on page 28) :
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CONFLICT

Domestic crises and their transformation

Thiz is a revised transcript
of a video intervisw conductad
by Stephanie Loomis and pra- |
sentod at recant - conference |
sponsored by the Michigan Stata
University.

To start with, Dr. Rupesinghe,
could you tell us why you have
chosen this field of work?

It is partly biographical. | come
from Sri Lanka which, as you all
know, today is a country which
is facing a lot of violence, it is a
country at war. Those of us who
are involved in ressarch wara
very much concerned with the
political economy of Sri Lanka —
You know, problems of davelop-
ment and underdevelopment, |
am a soclologist. Then suddanly,
to everybody’s surprise, the con-
flict blew up, as it were, and the
violence which began around
1570-1978 has escalated today
into a serious conflict. So that is
tha biographical aspsct of this;
trying to understand how a very
beautiful country with a great
history behind it, with a fairly
advanced welfare state, was agot-
ting destroyed fram within,

The second factor, of courss, is
that peace research has been very
much involved in the East-Wast
conflict, in the Cold War jssues
of disarmament and security, |
was very surprised that hers at
this institute, thers was very little
cognizance and research done an
internal wars and ethnic conflicts
which seem to be today a major
$sue on the agenda. When |

Dr Rupesingfe s in charge of the
Ethnic_Conflicts and Conflict Ra-
sofution Programme  at the [Inter-
mationz/  Peace Research Inztitiute,
2nd he is afso the Co-ordinstar of
ihe UN University Programme on
Sovernance and Conlflict Resolution,
2 will soon assume the post of
Secretary  General,  International
Alsr.

joined the Instituta in 1982, 1
was vary concerned at this major

-gap in the field, and since then |

have tried to focus attention on
this important and vital issua:
internal and ethnic conflicts and
their resolution.

fs there something special about
the kind of conflicts that you deal
with in your research?

Let me start by discussing the
‘paradox’. The International sys-
tem which has developed sinca
1948, the United Nations system,
has been based on the regulation
of the inter-state system, and it
has build up a fair competence
in how to deal with inter-state con-
flicts, But today we do not have
intar-state conflicts. The paradox is
that what we have are internal
conflicts. | define internal con-
flicts as conflits within a given
state border. | am quite aware
of the fact that you canno! make
a differentiation betwesn a pure
internal and a pure extarnal con-
flict. But my major position were
is that most of the conflicts we
are seeing today are internal in
character, but have many extar-
nal influences acting upon them.

Let me share with you some of
the research findings and figures
in relation to internal conflicts.
This century has bean known to
have been the bloodiest everin
the history of mankind. Rummael.
for example, cites a conservative
figure or 143 million people hav-
ing been killed by their own dov-
ernmant. This means genocida,
ethnocide, and democide, which
has gone on in this century,
This century has been the blood-
iest so far, At the same time
this century will be known for
creating international standards
of behaviour, particularly on the
respect of human rights and the
abligations of states,

The second figure | want to
share with you is the figure from
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugeses. Today we are speak-

ing about a refugee flow of 18
million people, and refugees are a
direct result of violent conflicts.
We also have 20 million displaced
people, which is increasing each
year — These are psople who are
internal refugess who have no
place to go. They have no intar-
national protection, they are not
protected by their government.
Now, this brings ths figure up to
almost 40 million people. | would
suggest that if the intarnational
community does notaddress itsalf
to root causes, we ara going to
have a figure of about 100 million
rafugees by the year 2000, This
does not tell us anything about
the results and consequence on
children, on women, on ald peo-
ple, for it is a fact that in these
conflicts, civilians suffar tha
heaviest casualties,

| would say that we have ang-
ther paradox: the Cold War is now
over. We have seen the callapsa
of Communist regimes. s this
going to lead to an era of peace
and prosperity? Of course, soms
conflicts based on the Cold War
may disappear., But new con-
flicts which were suppressed by
the Cold War are going to dappeatr.
And that is what we have to give
attention to, the naw types of
conflict which are today on the
agenda. | have written exten-
sively on this maiter so | would
only try to list these conflicts and
then go on to talk about identity
conflicts in particular,

Wa have ideological conflicts
between classes; they will contj-
nue. The gaps between the righ
and poor will continue ta widean.
But at the same time these con-
flicts will not ba simple since we
also witness a growing middls
class tied to values of demacracy.
We also have conflicts of gover-
nance; how is society going to
rule in the future, who is a legi-
timate authority? The whole pro-
cess of democratization means
new conflicts of a particular Kind
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are going to come up in Africa, in
China, in many parts of the South,
as well as in Eastern Europe and
in the Soviet Union. An interest-
ing paradox is that democracy
may revive ethnicity as the only
basis for political mobilisation.
When we talk of multi-party de-
mocracy we must be aware of the
fact that this may mean mobili-
sing on an ethnic or religious
‘basis. A third kind of conflict is
resource—based; conflicts over
rivers, over ail, over forests, over
pollution or clean air; these kinds
of conflicts are also going to ba
important.

The fourth kind of conflict |
want to concentrate on is identity
conflict. What is identity? All
of us, everyone has an existential
need for meaning in this world.
Therefore, | prefer to use the
word identity rather than ethni-
city, because identity has both
an existential dimension of trying
to find out who one is, with tha
social context in which you are
defined and provided with a cer-
tain label, with a certain ethnicity.
And it is in this particular confi-
guration of identities that we are
going to find the most violent
conflicts in the future. Let me
explain why that is. The concept
of modernization process and the
globalization of culture itself is
a facet of identity formation.
Today we live in a global village,
There is a massive and continuous
thrust for the globalization of
culture. This means that all
traditional communities, like reli-
gious communities, have to rede-
fine themselves in this context of
maodernity.

Let us take up the question of
state-building. The state-buil-
ding preject is not over, Slate-
building and nation-building have
come into conflict with existing
communities and nations. We
have today about 5,000 ethnic
communitles in. the world; we
have about 8,000 languages which
are spoken in the world. How,
then, can we Lry to guarantee and
ensure the people a sense of
identity, a sense  of security, and
a sense aof well-being? | would
suggest that this will become cne
of the major issues in' the conflict
dynamics of the future,

| will try to end this by also
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suggesting some things about
culture. Let us take the concept
of chosen peoples. As you know,
the concept of chosen peoples
caused havoc in Africa with the
“ywhite man's burden™. They were
chosen to spread the word, if you
like, to the natives. \We are also
celebrating, this year, Christopher
Colombus — we know that the
chosen peoples concept has been
a source of conflict. The other
point is in all our cultures we
tend to demonize the other, the
unknown. Many cultures have
ways in which they try to project
the other in demonic terms. Also
in all our cultures we have &
chosen trauma. Communities have
heen violated by other communi-
ties at some time in history. Those
chosen traumas can bscome very
dangerous if they are also coupled
with myths of origin. which is the
major basis of ethnicity. And why
it is dangerous is (because) tha
modern mass media actualizes
these elements.

Let us take examples, In Yugos-
lavia; befora the actual direct war
there was this cultural war bet-
ween the Serbs and the Croatians
where the mass media has been
depicting those whom they have
lived with for centuries, demoni-
zing them, creating new traumas,
chosen traumas, and this is hap-
pening in Azerbajan, in Armenia,
in Uzbekistan and in many, many
parts of the world, | think this is
one of the most important ele-
ments that wa have to look into,
the way in which modernity actu-
alizes trauma and self-fullilling
prophecies, and awakens these
identities in & negative aspect
rather than a positive aspect.
These have been some pretty de-
pressing figures. One may won-
der what the positive role of
research could be fn reducing these
figures?

Research? You know — there
has bean an enormaus amount of
it. Research and studies inin-
ternational relations, for example
is mostly a body of knowledge of
inter—state  conflicis. Anthrao-
pology is @ body of knowledge of
peoples and ethnicities. Political
Science may be of constitutions
Thera " ara
countless numbers of studies on
the causes of conflict. Bui we
still have to go ahead and seek

more comparative knowledge an
the resblution of conflict, on how
communities have lived togethsr
and can live together, to try to
find the kind of examples and
solutions to these sorts of pro-
blems.

Clearly, the nead for more
research and comparative know-
ladte has been recognised and
today there are wide nstworks
of researchers who are address-
ing these issues. Here, | can
anly mention that there is now

 at the United Nations University

a programme which | am co-
ordinating,  a programme on
governance and conflict resolut-
ion, where we are trying focus
mora on research networks and
trying to get scholars to ook
at their own conflicts, and we
are commissioning a ranges of

monographs and  international
conferences. 1 think you will
haye that in vyour dossier. |

sent you the programme of the
United Nations University. There
are, of course, other research
concerns. UNRISD is another
UN research organization which
is conducting work on ethnic
conflict and development, and
there is a new awareness in
the area. CODESTRIA which is
a regional research organisation
is conducting major comparative
studies on ethnicity and national-
ism in Africa. In Sri Lanka, there
is the International Centre for
Ethnic Studies. Thare is today
then a proliferation of studies
on ethnicity and internal con-
flicts.

But my main concern is that
the ressarch also must be en-
couraged within- the regions of
conflicts themselves. Very rarely
do psople in regions of conflict
ever abtain wvaluable works
which are available in the WestL
A university professor in Uganda
ar in Sri Lanka could not buy
any of these books bacauss il
takes two-three-months salary.
So, we also have to provide
for research competence within

‘the region of conflict,

What" about private [nstitutions.

~Carr they help?

You know, there has been a

vary interesting development
of what vyou ‘“call private in-
stitutions.  or nelworks, non-

{Cantirted on psge 18}



Kandasamy Lecture

(3)

Ethnic Issue: Blind leads the blind

A. M. Marcan Markar

Repnrts on ethnicity emerge
out of debates in Parliament.
Members of the House enjoy
the power to raise or lower the
stakes of this subject an the
nation's political agenda. Just
as much as Parliament provides
the structure to discuss the prob-
lem freely, the press needs to
offer space for the public to
reflect on the opinfons of legis-
lature. Such a continuous dis-
course will serve as essential
feedback information for Parlia-
mentarians. This nexus could
be strengthened by reporters
pursuing follow-up stories from
among the people or groups
that will be impacted by impen-
ding legislature. And rather than
limiting this avenue to peopls
in Colombo, it is paramount to
canvass opinion from citizens
who live beyond the capital. It
would make the dialogus on

issues & more representative
sample of national opinion.
Besides political speeches,

press notices and press confe-
rences feed political journalism.
Whataver the form, we cannot
ignaore the innumerable instances
where ethnic politics has been
reported to exploit emotions.
In such cases, the press is as
guilty as the spokesmen who
launch campaigns with sectarian
interest. Jingoism of this sort
distorts the commitment to ba-
lanced and accurate coverage
expected of the press. It prro-
duces hate, suspicion, and dis-
trust in the mind of the readers
2gainst the group being scape-
goated.

There is a danger when
the mainstream press campa-
igns for causes that have a
narrow nationalist focus, rat-
her than campaign for broad,
humanitarian principles. It
denies the truth to its rea-
ders in the interest of pro-
pagating a particular ideclo-
gy. All too often, journalists

who are swept up by such
efforts are blinded from the
greater issues at stake, and
proverbial wisdom warns us
of the danger when the
blind lead the blind.

Let us look at the Emargency
Law as a case in point. When
it was introduced to strengthen
the force of the Prevention of
Terrorism  Act in the MNorth, it
was deamed an appropriate me-
asura by the pressin the South.
Before long, however, these
harsh laws impacted the people
in the whole country, during
the second JVP uprising in 1987,
By then, it was too late for
sections of the press to fault
the State with excessive power,
since the media opinion in the
South had nurtured and end-
orsed the growth of a strong
national =ecurity State, It s
ironic that the ferocity of the
PTA and the Emergency did not
discriminate  betwean  athnic
groups.

So far, | have dwelt on the
avenus that journalists proceed
to gather political information.
Thare is a convenience about
the existing arrangement, since
journalists depend heavily on
sources invalved in the formal
political process, whether in or
out of power. However, there
is a vast area that remains neg-
lected: perceptions at the com-
munity level. An important step
towards the sophistication of
political reporting would be for
the press to explora the attitude
on the ethnic guestion from men
and women in the street, in
villages, in towns, and in insti-
tutions that are not directly
affiliated with decision-making
process. These opinions ara
necessary components if the
media is commited ta understan-
ding the political culture it
sarves.

Since Sri Lanka does not have
the luxury of opinion polls, the
press, through human interest

the ethnic gquestion,

stories, could fill the wvoid ‘bw,r
writing about the common beliefs
and the modes of thinking on
it would
provide a channel for grass roots
opinion to contribute towards
shaping the political agenda.
In. addition to those who re-
port the ethnic problem through
news and feature stores, another
coterie of writers who provide
information are the columnists.
Here, | refer to those who con-
tribute personal columps using
their name or a pseudonym.
Unlike the objectivity required
from the political reporter, the
political columnist enjoys &8 wi-
der latitude, since his or her
effort is subjective. Such a clas-
gification, however, does not
mean that a writer should indulge
in an orgy of mudslinging, but
be guided by the epithet “facts
are sacred;: comment is free,*
Using the Sunday news
papers as a guide, we would
be able to locate thase writers
as sgtaff members or as guest
writers. It Is natural that each
writer raveal his biases as he
argues or analyses his subject.
Better still, a reader will be
able to extract the perceptions
of & political group, if it s
the case, a wriler represenis.
On the other hand, it is the
responsibility of the edilor to
solicit opposing points of view
from a staff columnist or a quest
writer. This Is to prevent a
newspaper from becoming a
platform for propaganda. Further,
it would be in keeping with
the liberal spirit of Article 189,
So far | have identified the
existing ways by which tha
press informs its readers: an
objective news report, a human
intarest story, a feature story, a
news analysis, or an opinion.
This framework evolved with
the advance of journalism. In
democracies, such a convention
is important, since it supplies
a diversity of ways that inci-
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dents, events and issues may
be viewed. If memhbers of the
press are sincere to their profes-
sion, then they will defend tha
ideas that produced this concept
to disseminate information, for
the principal benaficiary is nsi-
ther the reporter nor the publi-
sher, but the resader, the indi-
vidual citizen.

By now it would be obvious
to you that | concentrated sig-
nificantly on the press. | did so
because it is the medium | know
best. Moreover | feal satisfied
with my decision since it was
the medium that Mr, Kantha-
samy chose, too. Further, des-
pite the siate imposed restraints
on this medium, there is fair
amount of proof that the press
enjoys more space to function
than television and radio. There-
fore, @ more representative, and
natural, picture is manifest when
scrutinizing the functional role
of this medium in our multi-
ethnic society.

But there is° a point to be

made sbout the other two me-
dia. The most important featura
js that it is heavily controlled
by the State. MNeverthsless, this
artangement provides us with
an Indication of how the Govern-
ment perceives the multi-ethnic
struclure of Sri Lanka. [F we
look at the broadcasting medium,
the ons with the largest public
audience, It reveals that the
State has provided the space
for each language community
to have access to radio. The
television station has gone a
step further than the monolin-
qual broadcast stations. It has
accommodated all three languags
groups in one medium, indica-
ting it as & medium that toler-
ates cultural pluralism. As it
appears, these government con-
trolled media reflect the tri-
lingual composite of the country.

Some people might find com-
fort in this integralion process.
Howevar, since freedom is non-
existent in either medium, this
cosy arrangement is not natu-
ral; rather, imposed process.
And the content of programmes
and news indicates the absurdity
of this exarcise. Therefore, wa
need to question such an arti-
ficial effort, which suffers from
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a paucity of communication.
The programmes deny the lis-
tening and viewing public a
cross-section of information on
perceptions and misperceptlions
within an ethnic group and bet-
ween ethnic groups. Whether in
the form of news reports, features,
panel discussione, and interviews,
the audience should be told about
the warts of the country. The
powdered face, cosmetlc appro-
ach that seems to satisfy the ob-
jectives of the present manage-
ment hides the agonizing truth.
And if the government is sincere
about upholding the principles of
democracy in a multi - ethnic
society, it should defend a cardi-
nal requirement as a prerequisite:
an informed citizenry. This can
only be achieved when the tele-
vision station and radio station
serve as for a for many ideas and
many  truths.

During this lecture, ladies and
gentleman, | have shown you
how frequently the media violate
its obligation to provide diverse

information. In a multi-ethnlc
socisty, this failure can be dava-
stating, as indicated by the pra-
vailing political climate. There is
no alternative to this citizen's
right.

A commitment to openness by
the media will require the indi-
vidual journalist to challenga the
prevailing conventions, Out of
this will emerge, | hope an en-
lightened media and a mora
informed national constituency,
where the peopla willrelata to each
other as human beings first, then
Sinnaless, Tamils, Muslims, and
Burghers.

The importance of the media, as
an institution, within a multi-
ethnic society cannot be minimi-
zed. |tsstrengthis in its struc-
ture to link the many peoples in
this country. In this realm, too
the media is wanting. It needs
to redefine its role, projecting a
cosmopolitan image, for it has
the capacity to generate a multi-
ethnic communlity through com-
munication. (Concludead)

Domestic ...

(Continued from page 158)
governmental organizations. Wa
ara trying to address this issus
by & particular network under
the International Peace Research
Assoclation called Internal Con-
flict and Conflict Resolution.
(ICON) This network has scholars
and activists worldwide. The
network focuses on  Eearly
Warning, and training in Conflict
Resolution. This is an attempt
to encourage scholars within
the countries and regions to
look at their conflicts. These
network try to meet regularly,
if funds permit. We have had
oneg | think fairly interesting
meeting in Groningen two years
800; we are going to have another
meeting in Kyoto, and in between
scholars from within the regions
have met and tried to discuss
their kinds of conflicts. There
is also quite a range new non-
governmental actors which are
coming to the scene, Inter-
national Alert is certainly one
of them.

International Alert was borm
8s an international organization
precisely to address the guestion
of group conflicts, because no-

body was dealing with that
issua in the international system.
In that sense International Alart,
under the able leadership of
Martin Ennals, was set up to
try and create frameworks for
discussing thase kinds of con-
flicts. Thera are many more.
Another ona is the International
Negotiations Network which is
based in the United States in
Atlanta, presided by President
Jimmy Carter. The INN has a
Council of Emminent Persons
which include people such as

" Oscar Arias, Schevernadze, Arch-

bishop Tuttu and many others.
There is then a range of NGOs
who have been working like the
Quakes, the Peace Brigadss, the
Reconciliation International. |
think there is a tremendous
role for these non-governmental
entities to work within a con-
text where the international
inter-state system is still lagging
very much behind in dealing
with /these issues, But thesa
initiatives whilst seeking to fill
8 gap in the international system
will have to work with local
arganisation within the regions of
conflict, This is not always easy.

Mext: U. N. Role



SRI LANKAN CONFLICT

Need for resolution centres

A. Sivarajah

|. Introduction

The idea of having conflict
resolution centres is not new
to either Sri Lanka or other
South Asian countries. For ex-
ample, in the pre-colonial ara
Sri Lanka had Gamsabhas and
India had and continues to have

Panchayats. But with the advant
of colonial powers the institu-
tions have diseppeared in Sri
Lanka. As modern Sri Lankan

society faces many conflicts at
various levals the revival and
reconstitution of the old institu-
tions of conflict resolution may
be desirable as =agencies for
peace-making.

Il. Theory of Conflict
Resolution

Conflict resolution implies the
termination of conflict by me-
thods that are analytical and
that get to the root of the
problem. As John B. Burton
has observed “conflict resolution
implies a capability to deal with
all forms of conflict at all social
levels from the interpersonal to
the international’’. Cenflict re-
solution has been treated asthe
art of the possible with failure
attributed to the impossibilities of
the situation rather than to the
inadequacies of the processes
employed.

The thesory of analytical, pro-
blem-solving conflict resolution
is derived from a conceplion of
conflict as a normal and unjver-
a2l human phenomenon. As
Burton has aptly pointed out
“Conflict describes" a relationship
in which each party perceives
the other's goal, values, interests
or behaviour as antithetical to
its own.”

First step in the process of
conflict resolution is to bring
ths representatives of parties to
2 conflict in an intractive and
ansiytical sefting. This setting
will bring a& qualititative shift

in their understanding of the
nature of the conflict and to
analyze relationships so as to
generate an accurate definition
of the problem in terms of
motivations and human needs.
The second step is to cast thair
goals and policies onge thay are
fully informed of all aspects of
the dispute, including the moti-
vations and values of ths oppo-
sing side. Third is to discover
the possible options. Thus,-
“conflict resolution has the poten=
tial or bringing otherwise com-
peting systems into harmony.
It has the potential to bridge
or link person to person, group to
group and system to system.

Gamsabhavas vs Centres

According to available data, the
villages enjoyed a degree of
independence in their internal
administration in the pre-colonial
Sri Lanka. The committees vari-
ously described as consisting
of the ‘elders’ or leaders who
discharged both administrative
and judicial functions. Their
origins and.development of thesa
committees is difficult to say.
Robert Knox's description of
Gamsabhava in the second half of
the 17th century is as follows: In
the hearing of complaints and
doing justice among Neighbours,
here are country-courts of judi-
catura, consisting aof thess offi-
cers, together with Head-Men of
the Places and Towns, whare
the courts are kept: and these
are called Gam Sabbi, as much

-85 to say, Town Consultations.

(R. K. W. Goonesekera Ceylon
Journal of Histarical Studies, Vol.
1, 1958)

In the Kandyan Provinces, it
seems, the Gamsabhavas have
functioned affectively. Sir John
D'Oyly aives a wivid description
of the Kandyan gamsabhava.
According to D'Oyly:

This court Is frequantly hald
hnth_ in the Disavanies and

the Upper Districts and con-
sists of an asseambly of the
Principal and experienced Men
of a Village, who met at an
Ambalam or a shady ar other
Central Place upon the occu-
rance of any Civil or Criminal
matter as Disputes regarding
Limits, Debts, Petty Thefts,
Quarrels etc., and after en-
quiring into the case, if pos-
sible settle amicably, declaring
a8 party which is at fault, adjudga
restitution or compensation and
dismissing with reproof and
admonition their endeavours
being directed to compromise
and not to punishment,

In the above description two
aspects are important. One is
that gamsabhava always tried to
settle disputes amicably. The
second is that their endeavours
were directed to effect compro-
mise and not to impose punish-
ments. These two aspects are
two important features of presant
day conflict resolution centres in
the West, particularly in the
U. 5. A. Therefore a8 modernised
and modified version of gamsa-
bhava can be formsd as a con-
flict resolution centre. **Clause 8
of the Kandyan convention in-
directly gave recognition to the
gamsabhava by enacting that ‘the
administration of civil and crimi-
nal justice and police over Kand-
yan inhabitants .........{s to ba
exercised according to establi-
shed forms and by the ordinary
authorities.” (Goonssekera) Bri-
tish authorities duly recognised
the useful work they perfarmed.

Colebrooke was in favour of
the revival of gamsabhava far the
following reasons: Firstly gam-
sabhavas were very economical
in conducting their courts, se-
condly gamsabhavas conductad
their affairs in conformity with
customary laws, Thirdly gamsab-
hava required little attention in
the form procedural regulations

{Continued on pags 25)
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NORWEGIAN REPORT

The situation in Sri Lanka

1 INTRODUCTION

In recent years the situation
with regard to human rightsin
Sri Lanka has attractcd con-
sidarable international attention.
Mumerous reports have docu-
mented extensive and messive
violations including a large
number of disappearances and
political assassinations.

In September 1891, Amnesiy
International (Al) presented a
report (Sri Lanka — the North-
east: Human rights violations
in a context of armed conflict)
containing 32 specific recommen-
dations for improving the human
rights  situations. Numerous
measuras aimed at improving
the situation wera also recom-
mended in a report presented
to the Wnited MNations Commiss-
ion on Human Rights in January
1992 by the UN-appointed
working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances. The

Sri  Lankan authorities. have
acknowledged thes . occurrence
of violations of human rights

and indicated a wish to improve
conditions.

Morway has expressed concern
at the human rights situation
in Sri Lanka on 8 number of
occasions, At the Country Pro-
gramme Consultations in Novem-
ber 1981, the Norwegian views
were reflected in the Argeed
Minutes. MNorway has also taken
the matter up in such multi-
lateral for as the UN Commissian
on Human Rights and at the
Sri Lanka Aid Group Maeating
in February of this year. On
the latter occasion, the Norwe-
ia delegation declared Nor-
way's intention to send an
official delegation to study the
human rights situation maore
closely. The Sri Lanka autho-
rities responded favourably and

(Report from a mission to Sri
Lanka 44— 9 Mey 1592 by a defe-
gation from the ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Osfe.)
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stated that the delegation would
be welcome.

The delegatlon, which visited
Sri Lanka from 4 to 9 May
18992, consisted of Special
Adviser on Human Rights,. Am-
bassador Hagkon B, Hijelde (head
of the delegation), Adviser
Eerit Fladby, and Senior Executive
Officer Nile Haugstveit. The
delegation’s terms of refaerence
ware:

— to obtain up-to-date in-
formation on developments
with regard to human rights

in Sri Lanka,
— to continue the dialogue
with Srii Lanka on various

aspects of the human rights
situation, with emphasis on
following up the reports
mentioned above, and.

— to identify possible human-
rights-related measures with a
view to Norwegian support.

The visit by this delegetion
was also regarded by MNornway
as a contribution to a continued
international monitaring of human
rights developments in Sri Lanka.

In the course of its one week

visit. the delegation had some
thirty meetings / conversations
with  representatives of the

government and the authorities,
officially appointed committees,
commissions, various private or-
ganizations  and institutions,
membears of parliament, multilateral
organizations and a numbar  of
bilateral donors/Embassies: In
addition to the meetings in
Colombo, the visit included a
day trip to Balticaloa on tha
east coast. Access wera obtained
to a large and varied quantity
of information on human rights
conditions in the country, but it
was not possible for the delegation
to verify the information at first
hand or in the fisld.

The authorities in Sri Lanka
were completely frank and open

HUMAN RIGHTS

and gave the dslegation all
possible assistance with the visit.

2 SOME MAIN FEATURES
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION IN SRI LANKA
UP TO MAY 13932

2.1 General

Extensive and serious violat-
ions of human rights hava in
recent years taken place in Sri
Lanka. Thess developments have
been thoroughly documented in
a8 number of independent in-
vestigations and reports. The
number of killings and disap-
pearances has been wvery high,
and large numbers of peopls
have been detained under emer-
gency powers, sometimes in de-
plorable conditions. Cases of ill-
treatment and torture have coms
to light, The legal safeguard
for the individual and the rule
of law in general have proved
inadequate.

Compared to the extremely
depressing situation prevailing
until some months ago, condit-
jons as of May 1992 must be seen

as a distinct improvement. Al-
though indicators and trends
seem to be pointing in ths

right diraction, there is still a2
long way to go before the
situation can be described as
satisfactory. Developments in
the last few vyears andthe pro-

blems that still remain both
show the close connectioa
betwesn breaches of human
rights and the current armed
conflict in the country.

The most favourable featurs
of recent developments is 2

marked reduction in the numbes
of killings, disappearances and
new internments. Conditions in
detention camps are said to
have improved somewhat, Insti-
tutional measures have besn
initiated to protect the righis of
the detainees (the Human Rights
Task Force) and to investigate
disappearances (the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry into In-



voluntary Removal of Parsons).
Sri Lankan authorities have also
begun implementing a plan for
following up and carrying out
the recommendations submitted
by Al and by the UN working
group on disappearances. Ac-
cording to this plan progress
made by relevant authorities in
their respective sectors will be
assessed every quarter. Training
on human rights has been ini-
tiated, aimed at ths defence
forces and the police in parti-

cular. According to the author-
ities stricter instructions have
bsen issued requiring human

rights to be observed and res-
pected. In a number of cases,
persons responsible for violations
of human rights have been pro-
secuted and sentenced. and dam-
ages have been awarded to the
victims or their families. The
authorities deserve credit for
their openness and willingness
to enter into a dialogue with
the international community.

On the debit side, howaver,
it must be said that despite the
improvement in the situation
already mentioned, fraquent vio-
lations of human rights still
occur. Sri Lanka still has a
long way to go towards full
compliance with international
norms  for human rights and
thus fulfilling the obligations it
has undertaken through its ac-
cession to international agree-
ments.

Sri Lanka is a party to a
number of international human
rights instruments, including the
Iwo International Covenants of
1966, on Civil and Political
Rights and of Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights respectively.
Sri Lanka has also ratified the
International Convention on Eli-
mination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination and the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 {on tha
Aumanitarian laws), The country
nas not howsver ratified the
Optional Protocol (on individual
rights of petition) to the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International
Convention against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman and Da-
grading Treatment or Punishment,
or the Optional Protocols of

1877 to the Geneva Conven-
ticns (relating, inter alia, to
humanitarian law in internal con-
flicts).

Some of the measures adop-
ted by the authorities will not
in themselves be sufficient to
ensure fundamental and lasting
improvements in the human rights
situation. In many cases, ins-
tructions have been issued by
the highest authority governing
action by subordinated agencies,
especially the armed forces and
the police. The long-term im-
pact of such measures will de-
pend on the degres of follow-
up action by the authorities, |t
will be particulary important
that failure to follow the ins-
tructions results in action, in
the form of punishment, disci-
plinary measures, or consequen-
ces for prospects of promotion
in the army or the police.

So far, the authorities have
only in relatively few cases been
prepared to follow up accusa-
tions of breaches of human
rights by initiating independent
inquiries, leading as the case
may be to charges and trials.
The extent to which cases in-
volving breaches of human rights
are investigated and appropriate
legal action is taken will in the
opinion of the delegation be an
important indicator of the com-
mitment of the authorities to
live up to international standards
with regard to respect for human
rights. Increased willingness on
the part of the administration
and the highest authorities more
caonsistently to condemn the via-
lations of human rights which
do occur, would contribute on
a change of attitude and greater
discipline.

Many of the breaches of human
rights in Sri Lanka must be
viewed in relation to the Emer-
gency Regulations and the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, both
of which tend to undermine the
rights of individuals as laid down
in intarnational conventions. This
applies, inter alia, to tha right
to be brought before a judge
within a reasonabla time. Ex-
cept for a few short periods, a
state of emergency has been in
force continuously since 1983,

Parliament decides sach month
on the quastion of an extension
of the Emergency Regulations.
Thess relate directly to the vio-
lent conflicts of recent years.
Thelr provisions are currently
applied partly as an instrument
in the struggle against the LTTE
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam), and partly to keep per-
sons suspected of connections
with the extremist Sinhalese
organization the JVP (Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna — the Paople‘s
Liberation Front) in detention.

The recommendations by the
UN Working Group on disap-
pearances that the Emergency
Regulations, the Pravention of
Terrorism Act and other items
of legislation be brought into
harmony with relevant interna-
tional standards has not yet been
followed up to a sufficient ex-

tent. The dealegation was rtold.
however, that the authorities ara
preparing  a review of thasa

laws with a view to consider-
ing possible amendments, This
should ba further encouragacd.

Next: Emergency

Rajiv murder. . .
(Continued from pagas 5)

modifications in  future VIP

security, arrangements,

The Verma commission repart’
is believed to have linkad
security failure to the organis-
ational lapses by the Tamil Madu
Congress-1 leaders, responsible
for organising the meeting at
Sriparumbudur,

With the Verma commission
having already submitted |ts
report to the home ministry an
June 16, the Jain commission
beginning its hearing this week,
and the crucial trial of the LTTE
members and supporters com-
mencing at Madras next month,
the assassination case has enter-
ed its first decisive phase.

But the progress of the case
would largely depend on the
nature of defence presented be-
fore the special court by the
accused, chargeshested by the
SIT.
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MUTTU COOMARASWAMY (2)

The Psychology

Radhika Coomaraswamy

Sir Mutte died
on

May 4th
few vyears after the birth
of his son. He was &x-
pacting to go abroad and it
was rumoured that Disraeli was -
to offer him &n opportunity to
become a member of parliament,
which again would have been
another first for an easterner.

Throughout his life Sir Muttu
retained a love for the Classics,
especially eastern Classics. His
publications included The Datha-
vamsa'® or the History of the
Tooth Relic of Gotama Buddha,
Sutta Nipata or Dialogues and
Discourse of the Gotama Bud-
dha'? Arichandra:~ the Martyr
of Truth a Tamil Drama'® A
Synopsis of Saiva Sittanthamt®
and an unpublished manuscript
Tayumanavar2® which was print-
ed but not released In his life-
time.

Having briefly sketched out
the life of Sir Muttu, | would
like to try and concentrate on
two themes. to further explors
the personality of Sir Muttu as
well as his contribution to Sri
Lankan culture and politics. The
first theme relates to what may
be called the psychology of
imperialism, especialiy during the
early phase of British rule; the
perceptions and actions of the
victims, the attitudes of the
colonial masters and Sir Mut-
tu's wvery special contribution
in this regard. Tha second theme,
which is also somewhat related,
explores Sir Muttu's version of
Sri Lankan nationalism. Was
Sir Muttu a npationalist or a
collabarator? What was the do-
minant nationalist construction
or nationalist imagination of
that period and how does it
differ from the views and ideas
of latter day nationalists.?

Let me begin with the first,
the psychology of imperialism
and Sir Muttu's contribution,
Perhaps we can understand him
mara if we reflect on Ashis
Mandy's analysis of fhe life of

suddenly
1879, a
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of Imperialism

Kumar Shri Ranjitsinghji. or Raj-
put Ranji, the Indian prince of
Sarodar who played cricket for
England. Mandy, in his book
The Tao of Cricket shows how
Ranji internalised the wvalues
and life-style of the British and
then proceeded to prove him-
self to be better than them at
their own game. This was his
way of fighting the inferiority
complex imposed by colonialism.
Mandy recounts a story whare-
by a drunken British spectator
jumps- to his feet when Ranji
scores a six and joyfully extols
the fact that the British have a
prince on their team. On the
very next ball, Ranji gets out
and the same spectator mutters,
“*hloody nigger*.21

It is this dualism, this funda-
mental contradiction which char-
acterises the personalities of both
Ranji and Sir Muttu. When they
performed well, they wera ac-
cepted as one of the boys, but
any slip, any show of vulnar-
ability and they were castigated,
Their professional and social
life was a constant treadmill,
where they had to live up to
a paricular image without falt-
ering lest someone should dis-
cover that they were only colo-
nial upstarts.

While Shri Ranji was an act-
ual prince, Sir Muttu had a mora
difficult task carved out for him.
He did not have a kingdom. He
therefore had to excel both in
his profession as well asin his
social skills. He had to cons-
truct his own image of a prince
to earn and receive the respect
of the British. He therefore cul-
tivated what he believed was
an aristocratic personality.

MNothing [llustrates these aris-
tocratic strivings more than tha
costume he designed for him-
self: As Cardwell chanted during
tha Mock Christmas debates,

His coat was like the snow
drift
Hizs pants of similar hue

His turban shone with diamonds

And his girdle it was blue.22

He wore a long coat of a
plain colour from neck to knes.
He had a gold-laced turban and
a “Makaram'" or a gold chain
with a large diamond pendant
ground his neck.

This costume appears to have
nothing in common with any-
thing found in the Jaffna pen-
insula. But this costume has
become the main outfit for
Colombo Tamil males at least
on their wedding day, The cos-
tume appears to be MNorth Indian
in design. One of the main
cultural transformations brought
about by the Tamil nationalist
movement has been to reject
this outfit as being part of the
Aryan North, replacing it with
the Tamil Verti and Shaw! which
is more akin to the Arya Sin-
hala. But what is important to
recognise is that this costume
was the total imaginary fabri-
cation of Sir Muttu Coomara-
swamy based on what he felt
en Eastern Prince should look
like. His nephews also adopted
the costume, making it the fash-
ion among Colombo Tamils in
the early part of the twentieth
century. But there Iis nothing
Tamil about it. In that sense
it is mora like the costumes of
the Rajput and Sikh princes of
MNorth India, though it is stated
that some of the Southern prin-
ces such as the Rajah of My-
gore also wora similar outfits.
But it is wunlike the Brahmin
trouser costume which charac-
tatised the attire of the Chola
or Pandyan Kings of the South
India.

Ashis Mandy in his book, At
the Edge of Psychology points
to how the British had tremen-
dous respect for the warrior
races, as they called them, of
India, the Sikhs and the Rajputs
and terrible contempt for the
effeminate Iintellectuals of Ben-
pal and Tamil Nadu.22 Sir Muttu
must have unconsciously felt
this bias and therefore his cos-
tume and his stature was to
construct a North Indian warrior
image, even for a Tamil vellalar

legislator. MNandy goes onto
argue that Mahatma Gandhi's
brilliance, on the other hand



was 1o take what was anaethma
to the British, the sffeminate
image of the Indian, and to
turn it on them as a moral
weapon — the essence of hijs
non-violence. But the Mahatma
came into his own only fifty
years after Sir Muttu's death.

Besides a costume, a prince
must also have a crest — if he
is to ba recognised in a western
court. So Sir Muttu used the
crest that his father had deve-
loped the imagery of Lard Ganesh
with the Sanskrit words drawn
from the Mahabharata, Yato
Dharma Sato Jaya. {(Where thera
is Virtue, there is victory). Tha
crest is still engraved on many
articles  which belong to the
family.

A prince must also have a
palace on which to place his
crest. There is no description
of the Coomaraswamy residence
at Muttuwal but Moncure Con-
way describes the residence of
one of Sir Muttu's nephews at
Rhinsland place, the house in
which Sir Muttu died. Ha des-
cribes it as a palatial bungalow,
with- a large park of palms,
large verandas and porticos and
flowering trees. Thers was a
high table and when they sat
down to dinner there ware stems
of incense 4 decorated around
the centrepiece of the table.
Sir Muttu's nephew Coomara-
swamy, obviously inspired by his
uncle, wearing a turban and a
silk embroidered coat and trou-
SEr, would sit to dinner with a
peacock fan. His wifs, in a
heavily embroidered Eastern Robe
sat at the opposite end. The
dinner was always sumptuous:24

After reading these descrip-
tions, especially with hindsight,
Sir Muttu appears somewhat as
8 strange figure. But that is
primarily because we have been
forced by the categories of mod-
e history to limit him as 8
Sri Lankan Tamil. He did not
=ee himself as such. He obvio-
usly had a South Asian identity,
that is why he translated both
Buddhist and Hindu texts with
£qual dexterity. He was fight-
ng the prejudices of British
colonialism; he was confranting
the Western and Orientalist con-

ceptions of the East. In that
struggle and to sharpen his dis-
course, he used the full arsenal
of culture and heritage of the
whole of South Asia.

It is said that there are two
kinds of persons, those who are
victims of destiny and those
who 1try to control it. Both Ranji
and Sir Mauttu acquired their
special status by sheer force of
personality. Ludowyk  writes
about Sir Muttu, “He certainly
was the first to have achieved
distinction of an entirely per-
sonal kind, the consequences
not of any academic or sport-
ing powress, but of the impres-
sion left by his character and
interests on those with whom
he came in contact in England.2s

Sir Muttu saw himself as a
“go-between' @& cultural link
between East and West, He felt
that it was his duty to open
the eyes of the English to the
Eastern traditions. His self-pra-
claimed mission of raising Bri-
tish consciousness did earn him
the necessary dividends. Swami
Vivekananda in his Memoirs of
European Travel did recount that
Sir Coomaraswamy is the fore-
most man among the Hindus in
London.28

This, then, is Sir Muttu’s grea-
test personal achievemsnt; one
he sharad with personalities such
as Shri Ranji. He managed to
penetrate  British civil society
at its highest levels and to gain
acceptance as a colleagus and
a friend. Given the closed nature
of this society, both in terms
of race and ciass, this is no

mean achievement. Sir Muttu
gained this access not only
through the display of profes-

sional skill but also becaus_a of
personal charm and magnetism,

Sir Muttu knew that tha clue
to succcess in British civil soci-
ety was the club system. The
British Clubs were the places
where the important ideas emar-
ged and where important deals
were made. Access to these
Clubs was always on the basis
of recommendation. So Sir Mut-
tu travelled the full gauntlet.
He was a masmber of tha Atl-
henasum, one of the bast known
clubs and pillars of the astab-

lishment where one needed
wealth birth and professional emi-
nence. He was a member of
the Cobden Reform Club, the
prestigious centre of British lib-
eralism. He was also a honor-
ary member of the Socisty of
Arts, and A Fellow of the Royal
Geographical and Gaological
Societies.

But there was always a car-
lain measure of subversion in
Sir Muttu’s dealings with the
west. It is therefore not sur-
prising that he is balieved to
have been & secrat member of
The Karma Shastra Club, started
by Sir Richard Burton, and
Monckton Milnes which concer-
ned itsalf with Eastern Erotica,2?
This part of his life is not well
chronicled but glimpses emerga
out of other pieces of evidencs.
Some of the writings from tha
club, carry Sir Muttu's crest
pointing to his involvement. This
assertion of eastern erotica in
terms of a wastern club would
have been of great interest to
philosophers such as Michsl| Fou-
cault.?® Sexuality after all s
the most taboo of subjects in
western society, especially vic-
torian England. To assert sax-
uality as an essential part of the
East and to glorify eastarn ero-
tica was Sir Muttu's way of
getting back at the English
values which attempted to un-
derplay Eastern achievement.
This aspect of Sir Muttu must
also be seen as part of what
is called the "fin de siecle” or
and of ths century devalopmants
in Europe, where there was a
spurt of ereativity in the arts
and a desire to shock the val-
ues and social mores of the
establishment. These movements
were more prominent in France,
giving birth to radical develop-
ments in the field of the fine
arts and theatre, but thera is
no doubt that thess develop-
ments  influenced the libaral
radical intelligentsia in England
with  whom Sir Muttu moved
freely.

In the end it is only possibla
to penatrate British Civil society
if one has made good and long
lasting British friends. Sir Mut-
tu was very fortunate with re.
gard to friendship, His closest
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friend was Monckton Milnes,
Later Lord Houghton whom Sir
Muttu met on his first trip to
England. = Lord Houaghton was
the Cambridge friend of Tenny-
son, a member of Parliament
and very involved in the liter-
ary and social circles of the
British Upper classes. It was
Lord Houghton who introduced
Sir Muttu to British society and
nursed him when he fell dan-
gerously ill on his first visit. In
his letters there is & descrip-
tion of this illness where Lord
Houghton writes that he had
promised Sir Muttu a cremation
if he were to die and there-
fore had 1o go out into the
woods 1o find an appropriate
place for the falling of trees
necessary for such a ceremony.
In addition he was in constant
fear that his servents would
sneak in beef tea instead of
mutton broth to the ailing Sir
Muttu.22

Luckily Sir Muttu recovered
and his letter of thanks to'Lord
Houghton conveys both warmth
and gratitude:-

| say in all sincerity that, but
far my having had the rare
fortune to know you and thro-
ugh vyou other kind friends,
my stay in England, which I
had originally intended to last
only six months would not
have extended upwards of
two vears, as it ‘bhas. | now
long for the day when | can
revisit it and see you all
again,3”

Sir- Muttu's other good friend
was Disraali. It was on Dis-
ragli's  recommendation that
Coomaraswamy was knighted in
1874, It is also said that Dis-
raeli travelled with him on the
train  and the ferry to the Isle
of Wight where Sir Muttu was
knighted.?! Disraeli also gifted
a Royal Worchester tea set to
Sir Muttu which is now in the
possession of the family.
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Human Rights

A tiny candle

Sri Lanka Resource Centre, Oslo (Norway), FACT
FINDING MISSIONS ON SRI LANKA 1980 - 1992: AN
ANNOTATED EIELIOGRAPHY, Publication No. 2-1992.

Dr. Kumar Rupesinghe’s uselul
introduction to this 31-page an-
notated report compiled by Berth
Verstappen and Anton S. Philip
celected from 47—fact finding
mission: reports out of 57 on
Sri- Lanka, the isle of sorrows,
covering the crucial years 1980
to 1992. isinvaluable for schol-
ars, activists and future missions.
The vyears in question are the
most horrendous and cover the
period of institutionalised  vial-
ence by the Sinhala—dominated
state and the Sinhalese and Tamil
insurrectionists, the JVP and the
Liberatlon Tigers respectively.

The annotations provide the
necessary entree into the main
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contents of the missions” reports.
They indicate - how meaningful

they will be to the various bodies.

interested not merely in human
rights but on the downward slope
of that once paradise island.
Sri Lanka, the model Third world
democracy is, a reading of these
annotations, indicate’ nothing
worse than the worst where tha
rule of law has been virtually
suspended to make way for an
indisciplined army, government-
supervised vigilante sguads and
the terror of insurgents.

There is a truth that emerges
in perusing this guide. Tha
island’'s middle class and its

westernised sector has either
been beaten into silence or te-
rrorised, or probably both aspects
have replaced the once promising
years of wesfminster government.

This publication cannot be read
without a feeling of revulsion, a
turn of mind involving a mentai
nausea. So many innocentsinclu-
ding women and children havs
been erased off the face of this
earth, and for no good reasaon,
without proper trials and judicial
investigation. The only note of
optimism is that a timely work
such as this cannot but give faith
and hope to the spirlt of freedom
in humnnkind, a candle that can
never be put outeven if thess
unfortunate humans are treated
as if inmates of an animal form.
Time will produce the much
needed change. In the mean-
while Kumar Rupesinghe and his
band of unrelenting investigators
will hopefully keep the lights aof
freedom twinkling.

A. Jeyaratnam Wilson



BLESSING THE RICH

Let me bless you too, O Soven

Earth Mothers now departing

Down the dawning lana

Whita wisps of mist, rose washed by the kindling Sun

Wa lit the lamps before daylight

Laid fresh mats in the hall

Waiting for you whila the milk rice steamed,

We carved seven times seven whita pisces

Placed them on the plantain leaves before vou
Milk Mothars

Stealing seftly in from the departing Might.

The oil cakes, the fragrant coconut treacle sweels
Seven times ssven the offerings.

Tha Milk boilad over,

You blessed us with chantz oldar than raligion
Seven hands circling with seven flamas

Whita' Herons, will the Dawn

Hold you here always,

The stir of the Eanth in this starn Hall?

No. The day glimers and you depart

You have blessad us with health and happiness
So sad 1o know you are melting away

Into the harsh Day

Of yoar Hovels by the waste lot

Clutching: our Offerings fram your Harvast,

We 1oo, calculating, turn to bless
Your fertility and helplessness,

U. Karunatilake

Need for. ..
{Continued from page 719)

for ssttling petty disputes and
c=ss5. (IBID P.140) In a letter
to the Colonial Secretary he poin-
*=d out that the regular courts
weera unsuitable for hearing  petty
£=s2s and urged that “the ancient
mode of referring such cases to a
ESamsaba or Village Council would
%=  edvantageously preserved
whers it is established and resto-
=2 where it has been supersa-
Se2™ (IBID P. 141)

Colebroocke in his report has
Sbsarved the following:

The lands of villages (Vidahns),
%= whom the people immedia-
t=ly referred, were sometimes

gppointed, but in some cases
their offices were hereditary,
and lands were ordinarily assi-
gned for their support or use,
and for that of other village
functionaries. The haadman of
each village directed the labour
of the people undsr authority
of the chief of his province, or
the particular department to
which their services wera assi-
ganed, in which case the provin-
cial authorities exercised no
control over him, he has also
entrustad with the police of his
division, and a village council
(gamsaba) was assembled by
him when required for the in-
vastigation of cases which were
referrabla to its jurisdiction.

(Colebrooke, Report P. 25)

In fact Colebrooke himsalf had
attended one of these assemblies
near Kandy and observed that
“the landholders of the village
waere assembled and the witnessas
duly examined. The case in que-
stion, relating to the boundary of
the lands, had bean decided by
Judicial Commission’s Court, and
having come before the Governor
in appeal, was referred back for
further evidence, and for tha
verdict of & jury of the village in

which the lands ware situated.”

(IBID P. 26) But with the intro-
duction of separate judicial sys-
tem during the British rule in
in 1830z and 19405 has weakened
the gamsabavas in Sri Lanka.

IV. Meed for Conflict Resolu-
tion Centers in Sri Lanka

The idea of creating conflict
resolution centers is basically to
bring peace. These centers will
srrive to bring an end to conflicts
by peaceful methods. Negotiation,
arbitration and mediation are some
of well known methods adopted
to resolve conflict.

In the recent past and at
present Sri Lanka has been fa-
cing conflicts at various levals,
Starting from family disputes
conflicts can take place betwesn
neighbours, between caste and
religious groups. It can also take
place betwsen two communilies.
These conflicts can be resolved
without resorting to violence and

‘going to the courts and thraugh

peaceful methods, Like the Gam-
sabhavas conflict  resolution
centers can be set up in the
villages and towns with experien-
ced citizens of the areas on a
voluntary basis. Tha people who
run thess centers will be |ocal
inhabitants who by accupation,
training and social standing diffa-
;Ed not from the persons in con-
lict,

In setting up of conflict resolu-
tion centers, we should take into
consideration the peace commit-
tees organised by the U. E
government between 1970 apnd
1977 and President Premadasa’s
temple, school and police concept
of peaceful resolution of conflicts.
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Troubled Paradise

- Steve Coll

ONLY MAN 1S VILE. The Tragedy of
Sri Lanka. By William McGowan. Far-
rar Straus Giroux. 397 pp. $25.

ne of Sri Lanka's lesser

misfortunes is to be ignored.
Despite having stagedone of post-
colonial history's most brutal and
fascinating Third World horror
shows—replate with death squads,
athnic fratricide, totalitarian in-
surgencies, and the usual cast of
misguided. Westernized politi-
cians—this teardrop-shaped island
nation in the Indian Ocean, for-
merly the British colony of Ceylon
has managed to rip itself apart
during the last several decades
without attracting much atten-
tion.

Meighboring India dropped in
with 50,000 troops five years ago,
hoping to sort out the island’s
mess, which it had a hand in
creating. But its soldiers soon
returned home, bloodiad and sul-
king. As for the superpowers
present and former, they have
generally left Sri Lanka to its own
appaling devices. Japanese busi-
nessmen touch down on the
island regularly, hawking cars
and electronics, and members of
the Western aid community stop
by with satchels full of blueprints
for hydroelectric dams and self-
sufficient shrimp farms. But they
have not stopped the bodies from
_ piling up.

In the last decadse, the total
number of deaths from Sri Lanka’s
shifting panoply of civil wars and
ethnic conflicts is estimated to be
above 60,000. The figure swells
daily.

To outsiders, Sri Lanka's im-
plesion seems especially tragic
because the island is paradisiacal.
Its beaches are pristine and its

Steve Colfl ig the South  Asia
correspondent for The Washington
Post -
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plam forests brim with elephants
and coconuts. Sri Lankans them-
selves often seem gentla and
attractive, having achieved since
independence—despite their recent
habit of war—the highest literacy
and lifespan rates of any compa-
rably impoverished people in the
world, And yel these same peo-
ple have also produced a broad
culture of violence and two guer-
rilla movements, the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the
People’s Liberation Frant, whose
fanatical terror is reminiscent of
Paol Pot's Cambodia.

William MeGowan, an American
teacher and journalist, arrived on
the island in 1986, stayed about
two years and has now written
a8 book about his experiences’
Only Man Is Vile: The Tragedy of
Sri Lanka. (The title is ' taken
from Bishop Reginald Heber's

hymn ““From Greenland's lcy
Mountains': “'What though the
spicybreezes Blow soft o'er Cey-

lon’s isle: Though every prospact
pleases | And only man is vile."')
Swept up by Sri Lanka's beauty
and repulsed by its brutality,
McGowan travelled to the islands
interiors to chropicle several of
its bloodiest guerrilla and army
campaigns and to make sense of
the larger forces at work in the
island’s dissolution.

Fashioned as a political trava-
logue, his book contains strong
passages, such as a vivid tale of
Christmas in the battered eastern
town of Batticoloa. MeGowan
lunches in & "bullet-scarred re-
fectory” with Jesuit priests who
have devoted themselves to defen-
ding the region’s ethnic Tamil
minority from Srii Lenkan and
Indian death squads. Outside the
refectory, was rages. Inside, a
priest from New Orleans puts

Sri Lanka

“Sjlent Night” on a cassette pla-
var befora he talks politics in case
he says. ‘‘we are being bugged.”

But while McGowan is a good
listener, a careful reporter and a
sensitive observer, he seems una-
ble to decide what he thinks about
Sri Lanka. Inan unfortunate pre-
face, ha compares his assassmant
of the island to the predicament
of a servant at his Colombo guest
house who sweeps flower petals
into piles, only to have them
blown away by the wind. “'During
most of my stay there. | rarely
felt | had anything but the most
tentative uncertain grasp of the
war and what it was sbout,”
fMcGowan writes.

While this humility is occasio-
nally refreshing. McGowan's
lack ‘of an argument or even &
consistent point of view about
makes it difficult for
gither the specialist or the new-
comer to become engaged in his
travels. McGowan examines clo-
sely the puzzle pieces of Sn
Lanka's divisiveness—the roles of
ethnic nationalism, language. reli-
gion, economics, and historical
identity. But each time, he [eaves
the pieces in a jumble.

Sometimes McGowan embraces
a wispy anthropological relativism
to explain the island’'s conflicts,
suggesting that because Sn
Lanka’s culture is different from
his own, he hasno right to analyze
it. Other times he assefts him-
self. as when he argues with a
nationalist professor from ths
island’s Buddhist, ethnic Sinhales=
majority who wishes Sri Lanka
could become *“‘Burma without
the mistakes.” McGowan recog-
nizes the man's murderous chau-
vinism. But he seems afraid to
take on the professor’s argument
directly or to deal with its chilling
implications, for fear of being
judged ‘‘a Western supremacist’

{Contintied on paga 28)



Demographic Engineering — and the Tamil issue

S. Sathanathan

he sole Tamil member of

the panel, Mr. Thangadurai,
argued that internal borders ara
“historically derived” and “poli-
tically determined™, that not a
single country has internal
borders dsfined along river
basins or other resource bound-
aries. He then enumerated
some of the criteria which ought
to govern the determination of
provincial bordars.

(a) in respect of ‘“current
national needs”, internal borders
must facilitate a devolution of
Power which permits power-
sharing between “ethnic groups”
and initiates a process of de-
maocratization: and

(b) in respect of ‘future
development”, internal borders
must be conducive not only to
economic development in each
province but also to social and
cultural advancement of the
different  “ethnic groups'” An
important precondition, it was
stressed, for such holistic de-
velopment in the Sri Lankan
context is power-sharing between
“ethnic groups’. In conclusion
Mr. Thangadurai emphasized that
those who favoured “resource
rational” internal borders were
merely expressing their subjective
opposition to  devolution of
power 1o the NEP ‘“‘couched in
developmental terms."

2.3. On politico-economic
provincial borders

A Tamil member of the Sure
vayors Institute of Sri  Lanka,
Mr. Somasekaram, speaking from
the audience conceded ta in-
stances where national barders
coincided with resource bound-
2ries, such as a mountain range,
fver or coast line, which could
o= militarily defended against
=xtamal ensmies but have nothing
5 do with a “resource rational™
=oproach. Such-national barders,
% was shown, were unrslated
%5 resource boundaries as evi-
g=nced by internal political
Sasders in numerous countries, in-
tiuding the United States, Brazil

Natherlands, Belgium. Germany,
India, Burma and Australia,

4.4 The Mahavamsa
Mentality

If the arguments advanced in
support of internal bordars basad
on resource boundaries covartly
justified demographic enginae-
ring and, therefors, ware absurd
in the extreme, thay werse
matched only by tha warped
perception of the question of
nationalities among a majority
of Sinhalese. A Sinhalese mem-
ber of the asudience, who de-
fended the “resource rational”
approach  articulated  popular
perceptions when he describad
the “ethnic conflict” by way
of a parable, in which the
husband personified ths Sin-
halese nationality and ths wife
personified the Tamil nationality.
He said; Consider a
where a husband invites his
wife, who comes from another
house, to live with him in
his house. No soconer doss she
arriva, sha start making demands
on the husband; she asks for
“this"”, for “that” and for
“something else”. The husband
tries hard to satisfy her out of
his modest income but her
demands continue and in fact
escalate. It is only natural that
the husband s irritated and
occasionally doss lose his team-
per and even hits his wife.
The Holocaust against Tamils
in July 1983, he said, was one
such instance” where the Sin-
haleae “lost their patisnce’ and
‘hit" the Tamils,

In the parable the images of
Tamils, transmitted through the

role  of the wife, portray
them as hierarchically subordi-
nate to Sinhalese. In keeping

with the Sinhalese myths of
origin (Kapfeer, 1988), Tamils
are seen as outsidars, from
Tamil Nadu, who settled in Sri
Lanka after the Sinhaless, who
supposedly came from somae-
wherse in northern or eastern India
around 500 BC, Tha fact that

situation

archaeological avidenca points to
human settlements in ths island
dating back to about thirty
thousand vyears with a strong
cultural affinity to those in
southern India has naver bean
allowed to inconvenience the
myth. The Tamils in Sri Lanka
are according to the parable
fortunate to ba abls to live
there becauss of the generousity
of tha Sinhalese but they are
almost pathologically prons to
making unreasonable demands
and “repeatedly provoking the
Sinhalesa. The influsnce of
these images was evident when
Dr. Amarakona, for axample,
had claimed earlier in his pra-
santation that tha damand for
8 separate State made by Tamils
“invited retaliatory pogroms: by
Sinhaless, although the first
pogrom against Tamils In Juns
1956 pre—dated tha demand for

Tamil Eelam by about two
decades. What staggars the
mind is not only that such

colossal ignorance of even ele-
mentary aspects of Sr Lankan
nationality conflicts could so
confidently ba displayed -on a
public forum; but also that the
patently  fallacious description
provided through the parabls
was NOT contested by Sinhalesas
mambers of the panel of speak-
arsl

Maercifully another Sinhalesa
member of the audience bril-
liantly summarized the essence
of discussions promotad by the
spaakers who suggested a return
to the Pihfti-Maya-Rubunu Rata
modsl. Hes described it as ]
symptomatic of the “Mahavamss

Mzntality': a frame of mind
which is hopslessly bogged
down in the parochial world

view of the 6th Century chra-
nicle, the Mahavamsa, and which,
therefore, is incapable of yn-
derstanding current realities and
is unable to resolva “sthnic
conflicts”. To this, Mr. Fernando
who claimed earlier “‘we ars
all mixed" now respondad curtly:
“Can we dany our hartitaga?"
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Clearly, Sinhalese chauvinism
can learn’ nothing and forget
nothing.

4.5. Demographic engineering
and the nationality
quastion

It is tempting to dismiss the
claims in favour of ‘resource
rational” borders are gibberish,
riddled with factual inaccuracies,
unfounded assertions and out-
right fallacies. Even the patrio-
tic fervour cennot be taken
seriously. Because it is logical
to expect that self-confessed
patriots who recommended a
change in the colonial provincial
borders would be equally, if
not more, enthusiastic in trans-
forming  the unitary  State
bequeathed by British colonialism
into a federal Stala more
appropriate for the multi-national
gociety and its developmental
needs in independent Sri Lanka.
Howsever, no such recommen-
dation was mada despite the
examples set by India. But to
be dismissive would be too easy.
It would also detiact from tha
underlying strategy of domination
of the minor nationalities through
demographic engineering by the
major nationality.

""Resource rational” borders
have nothing to do with either
resources or rationality. Instead,
the intention was to create new
provinces, each or which would
incorporate segments of popu-
lations of two or more national-
ities. This change was allegedly
in the name of optimum resource
utilization and national unity.
But in fact it has everything to
do with redrawing the provincial
borders so that the Tamil
and Muslim nationalities will
always remain numerical mino-
rities in every province in the
island. This would snsure that
the control over the State and
monopoly exercise of State power
by the Sinhalese fraction of tha
ruling classes will continue un-
challenged.

5. Towards a military solution

The arguments ostensibly
based on environmental ration-
ality have sought to covertly
support demographic engineering;
to delegitimize a federal system
of government for Sri Lanka;
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and to deny the attribute of
territorial expression of the
identities of minor nationalities.
The analyses dealt with &
political question without re-
cognizing it as political and
without reference to power re-
lations, the re-structuring of
which is the ceniral dynamic of
nationality conflicts in Sri Lanka.

By upholding the unitary State
structure in the face of mounting
opposition  from all  minor
nationalities, the arguments have
provided an implicit justification
for imposing & military solution
ta the gquestion of nationalities

in Sri Lanka. Perhaps H L de
Silva expects the nationality
guestion to ‘‘evaporate soonsr

than the morning dew” and
disappear in the face of the
fire power of the Sri Lankan

armed forces.
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(Concluded)

Troubled . ..
(Continued from page 25)
One fascinating prism through
which to see Sri Lanka's fratricide
is suggested by an assertion

McGowan makes early in his
book *“Sri Lanka.” he writes,
“failed to build a stable multi-
ethnic, multicultural society be-
cause it embraced many of the
very concepts and ideas that mul-
ticulturalists in the West have
advocated.” But the author [ets
this provocative suggestion. drop,
as if it were a mere musing. In
the end, McGowan returns to tha
United States engulfed in dread
and forboding about Sri Lanka’s
future. One wishes he would go
back to the island. this time
determined to untangle the con-
tradictions and solve the myste-
ries that seem to have driven him
away.

The Tamil...
{Continued from page 13)

early conguests, the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel-
5. P. G, the Dispersion of the
English church and the Tamils
of Bishop Caldwell’'s flock in
Tinnevely is described by Sargant
in detail. (ch. 2, 3,6). Thus the
Tamil soldier, the Tamil Dias-
pora and the Dravidian move-
ment came ta constitute a basis
of the British - Imperial project.

The nationalist reaction to this
project in the Tamil country,
articulated by the terrorist move-
ment, proclaimed modern Tamil
Militarism as the means of
national emancipation from Bri-
tish rule.
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STILL LEADING

Mr. William Thompson obtained a Royal Charter

and established the first Joint Stock Commerical Bank
in this island on '
01st June 1841.

He called it

“ Bank of Ceylon ”’

That was 150 years ago,

but that was not we.

We opened our doors in 1939

only to capture
our rightful place in Banking

and are proud to say that we still

LEAD

Over the years
banking profession

shared our expertise

and BANK OF CEYLON
became Sri Lanka’s
SANDHURST TO BANKERS.

Bank of Ceylon

Bankers to Nation
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