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- From the Director...
Under my leadership the Centre for Peace and Reconciliation is completing its one year of
service. Even though I met challenges in the beginning after T started working that itself created
enthusiasm within me. It also emphasized the need of this service. Focusing on the needs in mind 1
recruited new cadre. 1 gathered the new members and deepened in their mind the importance of this
service and along with my new staff | carried out many plans with determination. In this process I
gained a lot of experience. Iam thankful to Rev.Fr.Edwin Vasantharajah OMI the Provincial Leader
of Jaffna Province for appointing me as a Director of Centre for Peace and Reconciliation. I also would
like to extend my gratitude to Ms.Kesuma Saddak, the Officer in charge, Asia Department of
MISEREOR for supporting me to carry out this valuable service.

R R . . Rev.Fr.Jeevanadas Fernando OMI

Eight years have gone since the armed conflict ended in Sri Lanka, but the Tamils who are the victims
continue to carry the scars of the war. Usually in a post-war context solid steps have to be taken in
order to restore the victim-based justice. The victims in Sri Lankan war, being a minority, still struggle
to get what their dues in all aspects. Between doing justice for the past abuses and maintaining peace
in the country, the present government seems to side with their predecessors and wants to impose a
victor-based justice which would clearly push the minorities to rethink their strategies to fight for
their rights. What is taking place in the North and East is evident enough to highlight the dramatic
changes in the modus operandi of peoples’ fight for their rights. In the present context we identify
three challenges for which people by themselves are resorting for solutions.
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In the beginning of February a group of
people came to the streets demanding the Sri
Lankan armed forces to release their
prosperous lands in the small village of
Pilakkudiyiruppu at Keppapulavu, Mullaitivu.
The peaceful protest in front of the military
camp lasted for one' month and it drew the
attention of many from all corners of Sri
Lanka. Various groupsirrespective of ethnic,
religious, policy differences extended their
support to this just protest. Eventually the
military_had to bow down in the face of
continued protests and their lands were
partially released. Slowly this people’s
movement spread to other parts of North

and East and in many cases people won their

cause and were able to return to their
lands. In Puthukudiyirupu, Kilinichhi and
Mullikulam lands were released by the Sri
Lankan armed forces following a series of
negotiations between the defence
ministry and civil society as the result of
uninterupted encamped protest day and
night facing sun and rain.

The mystery over the disappeared people
continues to vexthe SriLankan politicians.
Hundreds of mothers and relatives of the
disappeared began a sit-on protest in
Kilinochhi, Vavuniya Maruthakeni and
Mullaitivu. The protest is approaching
hundred days without any solution given




for their reasonable demands. It is well kn
that hundred of ex-LTTE cadres surrepd

thousands of people went missing before and
aftermath of the warinvarious parts of Sri Lanka.
There are clear evidences that in many instances

they were kidnapped by the Sri Lankan military ar.

the Para-military. However, many years hz
gone by and it remainsto be a hushed up affaif :
the family and the relatives of the disappea
and the kidnapped demand that the governmet
should bring out if their loved ones are alive and‘
not they should reveal the truth. The. Premdent:al
commission to mvestlgate mto" complai ts
regarding mlssm_g_epe_rsons had earlier proposed
the govern ment”t_oi issue a Certificate of Absence
to relatives of tljfe' individuals reported as missing
in the conﬂict:-.__;_md the government took steps to

issue certiﬁc_’ﬁ'_ies of absence. But a few showed:::
interest in getting the certificate of absence.

Though many families of the disappeared and the
kidnapped struggle to make ends meet, yet they
are keen to know the truth despite the difficulties
they experience in life. Hence in another
development the government passed a bill
calling for an Office of the Missing Persons (OMP)
in May 2016. It was believed that this office cou

shed light upon number of cases into th
enforced and involuntary disappearances. Even
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":"the government to set up swch office. On

the whole, itis to be noted thatfhe cause of
the enforced and mvol,untary
disappearances is gatheringmomentum.

It is also believed by the social activists that
the previous government initiated a
hidden project to divert the stability among
il“youth in the North and East
gh opening new ways of

'aen'teftainment and enjoyment so as to get

ridkin them the mentality to stand for their
cause. Such a long lasting problem is the
drug menace - free flow of drugs among
children and youth. lllicit sale of liquor and
drugs in North and East is on the rise in
recent years. As a result the school children
and the youth fall prey to such illicit
activities. Credible statistics show the rise

..In the use of alcohol and the highest

I er;cent =of addlctlon to the drug usage
Ongst‘:thefyouth between the agesof 16

to 22 The ui 'ceasmg flow of foreign drug

culturally and religiously
community causes enormous
' 3 le society.
menace is

ating drug addiction,
he military and the

greatlnte
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We fondly remember the late Rev. Fr. Kennedy
Katongo, the Director ofthe Oblate General Service
of Justiw, Peace. and the lntegrtty of Creation.
Thank: your Fr. Katongo for your love, concern and
eamtowardsthe poor: and the afflicted! '
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Sadly ‘missed along life’s ‘way,.
__--._q'u'ietly remembered every day...
" No longer in our life to share,
but in our hearts, you're always there.
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