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Like the Headmen System in vogue in the Kandyan Provinces, the
duties and jurisdiction of the Chieftains of the North and the east of
Ceylon are amterially the same as those of the low country Mudaliyar,
with the difference again in the official designations, the Chief Headmen
of the North being known as Maniyagarars and Adikarams, and those
in the east as Vanniyahs. Nevertheless, in both these Districts there
are also those who hold office and title of Mudaliyar.

The chieftains of Ceylon by J.C, Van sandan 1936- Page 15.
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*  The names of the divisions must be comparatively modern. In
Knox’s map, the following names pattus in the Vanni, which is
styled ‘Coylat Wannees Contrey” are given thus;

Carecutmoele,

Moleawillpattu,

Melpatte

Carremwapatte (Karunavalpatte)
There is also another patte, either in Mannar or the Vanni, called
Ouregarepatte, which I cannot identify. (JPL.p.28)
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Doubtless, on account of the fact that the British conquests in Ceylon
were at the first government direct from Madras, the earlier Aumildars
were “‘coast”’'men, and the of these appointed, who was called “Choopa
Pocky Mudaliyar” in said to have oppressed and vexed the people by
inflicting on them heavy fines for trifling offences, and to have etorted
payment by “different kinds of tortures”

It also alleged that by unjust measuring of the tithers he made the
people pay 15 to 20 per cent, more than was justly due, and that at one
time “he defrauded them of their share of the price of 40 elephants
caught by him in conjunctions with seven Mudaliyars™ JPL.p.27
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With regard to the other Aumildars, his successors, no complaints of
this kind were made. The Aumildar from April, 1801, to August, 1805,
was a Burgher named Abraham Evert Bartholomeusz, and his salary
was 36 Y2 rix dollars a month. He was succeeded by another Burgher
named Laandersz, who afterwards got into trouble on account of
“intoxication” while a clerk under the Customs Master of Vidattaltivu.
Some time within the next two years the office of the Aumildar was
abolished. JPL.p.27.
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In 1806 William Montgomery was appointed “Agent of Revenue and
Commerce, Jaffnapatam,” and one paragraph of the instructions issued
to him by Sir Thomas Maitland is follows:

“It is my intention that the Vanni should be separated from your district,
but as the arrangements I propose making on this head are not finally
concluded, you will till such time as you receive further instructions
consider this Province as under you direction” JPL.p.27.
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When in 1817 the Kandyan disaffected chiefs rose in revolt against
the British, the Vanniya chiefs of Nuwarakalawiya also joined
the revolt. The Nuwarawewa Vanni Unneche is said to have sent
messengers to Tamil dewale at Arippu and to have brought a
‘pandaram’ whom he presented as one of the members of the royal
family. Once when Madugala one of the disaffected chiefs arrived,
the new king hastil descended from the elevated seat-an in voluntary
show of respect. The ‘pandaram’ was accordingly dismissed as
unworthy of a kingship. Manual of the N.C.P.Page 50
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‘ Administration’ Manual of the Vanni Districts” JPL.

In the early years British rule the Vanni was administarted by means of
‘Aumildars™ and for some time it was under the charge of an offficer
subordinate to the Collector at Trincomalee, a Madras civilian, whom
title was ‘collector of Trincomalee, Batticaloa and the Wanny.

“Properly amalder, one holding office (Arabic, amal work, with Persian
term of an agency) . Under the Native Government (of India), a collector
of revenue also a farmer of the revenue, invested with chief authority
in his District. Tamil, from amiltar. It also for time formed part of the
“District of Jaffna patam™ JPL.page .27
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In May 1807, this scheme was carried into effect, and new Province
was formed called “the province of Wanny”, with its headquarters at
Mullaitivu. Its limits were almost exactly conterminous with those of
the present districts of Vavuniya and Mullaitivu thrown in to one. The
officer appointed to the charge of the province was the Hon.George
Turnour. (*He was a son of the Earl of Winterton, and father of the
Oriental schloar of the same name.)JPL.p.28
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The first act of the new Collector was to make a circuit through his
Province, examining the principal headmen and inhabitants on the then
state of Province as compared with its condition under the Vanni chiefs
and under the administration of Mr.Nagel. The results of his inquiries
are some statistics to be found in his diary as to the population, number
of cattle, tanks, extent of cultivation, and food supply.

In March, 1811, in consequence of the state of his health, the Collector
was allowed “not to reside constatntly at Mullaitivu,” but he was ordered
to “visit his district from time to time.”JPL.p.32
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He thereupon removed to Jaffna (but apparently not until August) and,
sending soon after for the second clerk, Michael Vandergucht, carried
on his administration by means of directions sent periodically to the
head clerk and to the Sitting Magistrate of Vidattaltivu.

He returned to his district in April, 1812, but was again absent for some
months in the year, directing its affairs as before from Jaffna, and
apparently also engaged on behalf of Government with some *“tobacco
plan” which “fully occupied his time”. JPL.p.32

He was relieved on January 9, 1813, by Esekiel David Boyd, *Distributor of
stamps” at Colombo, and died at Jaffna in April of the same year. JPL.p.33
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In spite of his absences, Mr.Turnour’s administration was not an
unsuccessful one. Before it the little revenue the district yielded was
chiefly in arrears, while the body of the people was deeply in debt for
advances of grain, which had not other effect than that of increasing
their embarrassments. He recovered large arrears of tithes and of
advances of seed paddy without recourse to legal process, from which
he infers the improvement of the agricultural state of the district.

Owing to the extreme poverty and distress of the inhabitants on his
taking charge of the Province, the poorer sort of them were left
unmolested with regard to their debts, and they received further large
advances every year. In his opinion “the most certain and availing source
of further prosperity” was to be looked for in supporting the agricultural
produce of the district by persistence in the liberal system of management
adopted by the Government of the day.

He was alive to the necessity of irrigation; and although his well-directed
efforts in this direction were effective for a short time only, he commenced
and carried out the repair of some of the tanks. It was a part of his policy
that the circumstances of the Vanni required a more lenient treatment of
the renters and others upon whom Government had claims than was
expedient in districts possessing a larger and richer population, and for
this reason in his dealings with defaulters he always avoided as much as
possible the intervention of a court of justice. JPL.p.33
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Mr.Turnour had been employed shortly after the British occupations in
making a circuit of the Vanni and inquiring into its conditions. He was
now styled “Agent of Revenue of the Wanny,” and bore this title untill
july, 1808, when we find its changed to that of “Collector of the Wanny”
and the name “District” substituted for that of “Province” .JPL p. 28
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#There was not much precision at first with regard to the use of these
names, for I find no late as 1813 the Collector speaking of his “Province™
and its “Districts” but in his diary at April 26, 1808, Mr.Turnour speaks
of the latter as “Provinces” although in that of a few days later date he
calls them “Divisions”. From a minute on the shedule system by
Mr.Swettenham it appears that in 1806 “Province ** was the legal term
for the territory placed under the Juriduction of a Provincial Court,
while “District ** was the territory placed under the control of an “Agent
of Revenue and Commerce”. JPL p. 28.
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The New Province or District consisted of Seventeen divisiond which
were follows;

Karikkaddumulai North

Karikkaddumulai South

Puthukkudiyiruppu Home Districts
Mulliyavalai

Karunavalpattu north

P e

5 called “the Home Districts”. JPL. p. 28.
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6. Karunavalpattu South
7. Tunukkay

8. Melpattu North

9. Melpattu South

10. Melpattu East

11. Kilakkumulai South

12. Kilakkumulai North Wanny District
13. Chinnacheddikulam

14, Naduchcheddikulam

13, Metkumulai

16. Panankamam

iy Udaiyaur

6-17 Called “the Wanny Districts”. JPL p.29.
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The last nine divisions now form the District of Vavuniya, and
the remainder, with the exeption of Karunavalpattu North (which
has disappeared as divisions, part of it having been attached to
the Jaffna District), that of Mullaitivu. JPL. p. 29.
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Vavuniya District

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
JPL. p. 29.

Melpattu South
Melpattu East
Kilakkumulai South
Kilakkumulai North
Chinnacheddikulam
Naduchcheddikulam
Metkumulai
Panankamam
Udaiyaur
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Mullaitivu District
1 Karikkaddumulai North
2 Karikkaddumulai South
A Puthukkudiyiruppu
4, Mulliyavalai
5 Karunavalpattu South
6 Tunukkay
¥ Melpattu North
JEL p 27
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Some of these names, for which no meaning can be assigned
from Tamil, are no doubt older than the other purely Tamil names
of which the meaning is clear. Such are Panankamam and
Mulliyavalai, which possibly represent ancient Sinhalese names.
Kamam, for instance, in the Tamil form of the Sanskrit word,
which in Sinhalese has became gama.

Mulliyavalai is referred to the Yalpanach-charithiram as
Mulliyavalai nadu. This book also explains the origin of the name
Cheddikulam (vide ante, p.7). JPL p. 29.
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The meaning of the remaining names is apparent, a sign that they are
much more modern.

Melpattu = “upper” or “west pattu”

Kilakkumulai = “eastern cormer”

Metkumulai = “western corner”

Udaiyaur = “the udaiyar’s village

Karikkaddumulai = “the corner where elephants
were tied”

Karunavalpattu - “black naval tree pattu”

Putukkudiyiruppu = “the new village”

Tunukkay = “aslice of, portion”

JPL. p. 29
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For each of these Seventeen Divisions there was a “principal headman™*
called the ‘Provincial Mudaliyar’*

Similarly he is now called the “District Mudaliyar”. But the reason for
using a prefix to the title Mudaliyar, viz; to distinguish the chief civil
headman of a division from the Pormando, or Military Mudaliyar no
longer exists. The practice however survives. The office of Pormando
Mudaliyar was abolished in 1833 on the recommendation of the collector
of Mannar (Huskission) and the twelve Provincial and Pormando
Mudaliyars of the divisions of the Vanni attached to the Mannar District
reduced to two District Mudaliyars. J.P.L. p. 29.
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Next to him came a functionary called the ‘Pormando’* or Pormando
Mudaliyar,” but what his exact functions were I have not been able to
make out from the records.

® Probably he was the Military, as the provincial was the civil
Mudaliyar, and was incharge of the Lascoreens.
“Pormando “Mr.Swettenham thinks, is from two Portuguese
words, Por = for, mando or mander = command.
The Tamil form of the word is piramanda (fywrerrL).
JPL. p.30.
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There were also, as at present, Udaiyars, Vidanes, and Adappans *
and besides them there were other headmen whose offices and titles
have disappeared.

Such were ‘Pattengattya’ for the different fisher castes.*

and Mayoraals*

and Marecayers or Head Moormen,*

and Moenillians or Head Blacksmiths.*

JPL. p. 30
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These appear to have been several Adappans.There is only one now.
(1895) '

Tamil ucLrmis g This word, paddankaddi, is the exact eqivalent of the
Sinhalese pattebendi, as in “Patabendi Aracci” and literally means a
person having a title (paddam= 1" _1b) ‘tied’ to him. Both designations
of fisher headmen, whose duty was to divide the fish between the
renter and the fishermen.The Paddankaddi was paid two per cent on
the fish taken.

A Mayoraal of Karikkaddumulai North in 1810 is mentioned.

For each of these Seventeen Divisions there was a principal headman
called the “Provincial Mudaliya’ for the ‘Careas’ (Karaiyars), Mokias,
(Mukkuvir), ‘Kadeas’ (Kadaiyar). JPL p. 30
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From 1807 to 1809there were four “Adikars”* viz; of Cheddikulam,
Annatevanmadu (syerenGseueiin(® -GnHrCaenf)

Panankamam, and Vavuniya Vilankulam. These seem to have been of
superior rank to the Mudaliyars, as orders to the latter were sometimes,
if not always, sent through them.* Mention is made during this period
of a “Resident of Puvarasankulam * (J.E.Thiele), and some years later
of a Resident of Anatevanmadu (Lourens Stein), but what the duties of
these officers were exactly is wrapped in obscurity.

The Adikar of Annatevanmadu was in charge of the paddy godowin
there. JPL. p. 30.
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These offices had been held since December, 1808, by John Ernest
Thiele, a native of Prussia, who had been originally a “Lieutenant in the
Land service™ of the Dutch East Indian Company, had been a prisoner-
of-war of the British, and had taken service under the British
Government, an act which had “for ever excluded him from returning
to his old service,” as he found when he made endeavour.

Under the British Government he had charge of the Vanni for
considerable time, when it was subject to the Collector of Trincomalee,
and had also been the “Resident of Puvarasankulam’ under Mr.Turnour.
JPL. p. 31
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The “First Kachcheri Clerk,” Mr.A.E.Bartholomeusz, had been at one
time Aumildar for the Vanni, and afterwards an “Adigar”.*

#  He was subsequently appointed Deputy Fiscal also, by Mr.Forbes,
the Collector being Fiscal.

The gross annual emoluments of the Collector amounted to from
Rds.7.400 to Rds.7,800, or from S.Pounds 555/- to S.Pounds 585/-. Of
this sum Rds.4,800 was salary, and the rest was derved from 2 per
cent, commission on the grain revenue collected.
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August 7,1799
Order of Mr.Thiele to Tisaivilanku Mappana Mudaliyar and the Udaiyars
of Putukkudiyiruppu to wit: In virtue of the statement made that the
Oppum granted by T.Nagel, esq, to Gabriel Sylvestary Palla of
Putukkudiyiruppu, appointing him Muppu of the Roman Catholic Church
and exempting from uliyam duty, was destroyed by Thisaivilanku
Mappana Mudaliyar who formerly held office at Putukkudiyiruppu in
the year the English came. It is now ordered that his son, Marison, do
perform the duties of Muppu. It is further ordered that the whole Roman
Catholic congregaton do obey the orders of this Muppu Marison, and
that he and his father be not called for any uliyam duty
(Signed) J.G.Thiele
(Signed )——
Mudaliyar
JPL.p.108
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A Mudaliyar is informed in 1812 that “ if he does not lead out the
people of the district on 18" February to begin the elephant hunt, he
will infalliably be dismissed.” In one year, when the elephants were
sold in Jaffna,”no account was ever rendered to the Collector of their
proceeds. JPL Page 110,

On the grain ripe, the crops were assessed by a committee consisting
of a Government assessor, the Provincial Mudaliyar, the Pormando
Mudaliyar, the Udaiyar, and two principal inhabitants of the division.
JPL.p.138
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Gen.Lil.ereb. L&.-139
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Persons who required seed paddy made applications at the time of
sowing to the Mudaliyar , who with committee called by him of headmen
and two principal inhabitants inquired in to the claim, and if satisfied of
its genuniness gave the applicant a certificate. On the production of
this certificate at the Kachcheri, and on the execution of a bond by the
applicant with two sureties , the paddy was issued to him. JPL.p.139

The Mudaliyars state that “the cultivation of dry grain is very important
to the people. There are many who have no paddy land , and no means
of cultivating the paddy lands of others , no cattle,& who cannot procure
employment under those who have paddy land”; Diary of Mr.Dyke,
August 26, 1842) JPL.p.180
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The explanation given by one of the Mudaliyars when he was consulted
on the subject, was that it was due to two principal reasons
which,however , the people were disinclined to divulge;

The reasons alleged by the people themselves were want of cattle,
want of time, and carelessness, but the Mudaliyar did not believe; (Diary
of November 2,1848) JPL.p.172
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The Mudaliyar of the Maritime pattus said that the custom as to
‘varakkudis in his part of the district was that they were only supported
during the sixth or seventh month’s cultivation. During the other part
of the year they work for themselves. Report , 1872. JPL.p.201

Tobacco: The Mudaliyar reported that if allowed, other villages would
follow their example.

The Mudaliyar of Tunukkay reported that tobacco cultivation is so much
more profitable than paddy that the people make a mere pretence of
cultivating their fields and save the water for tobacco: (Diary of
September 30, 1886) JPL.p.187
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Varakkudi Contract (Cultivation)

“The 30™ day of June, 1890, I, Velon Vinasi, of Mullaitivu, enter into a
contract of service with Velanita Retnasinka Mudaliyar Mayilvahana
Mudaliyar of Mullaitivu as follows; JPL.p.204
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In 1810 the establishment was as follows;-
Per Mensem.Rds

Collector and Provincial Judge — 400
Sitting Magistrate, Worteltivoe — 100
Writer and Secretary to the Provincial Judge - 57
Second Writer and Secretary to the Provincial Judge — 20
Interpreter and Secretary to Sitting Magistrate,
&c,at Worteltivoe — 20
Interpreter to the Provincial Judge == 30
Kanakapulle of Cash (i.e., Shroff) - 15
Kanakapulle of Godown — 15
Kanakapulle of Godown at Worteltivoe — 15
First Archchi — 6
Second Arachchi — o
First Kangani — 4
Second Kangany — 4
Six Assessors at 6 Rds, each — 36
Twelve Peons at Rds. 3 and Rds.9 each — 45
One Jailer — 10
One Malabar Priest - 4
786
JPL. p. 31, 32
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Number of Villages 253
The District of Vavuniya is divided in to Ten pattus

Kilakkumulai South
Kilakkumulai North
Naduchcheddikkulam
Chinnachchiddikulam East
Chinnachcheddikkulam West
Metkumulai

Panankamam

Udaiyaur

Melpattu South

0. Melpattu East.

b I =

= 00N L

JPL p. 48
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The District of Vavuniya 1891
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Melpattu South

Melpattu East

Kilakkumulai South

Kilakkumulai North

Chinnacheddikulam Wanny District
Naduchcheddikulam

Metkumulai

Panankamam

Udaiyaur

*6-17 Called “the Wanny Districts”  JPL. p. 48
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* The last nine divisions now form the District of Vavuniya,

01. Melpattu South

02 Melpattu East

03 Kilakkumulai South

4 Kilakkumulai North

05. Chinnacheddikulam Vavuniya District
06. Naduchcheddikulam

07. Metkumulai

08. Panankamam

09. Udaiyaur
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Chinnachcheddikulam and Naduchcheddikulam were at first under one
Mudaliyar, but in 1807, soon after Mr. Turnour assumed duties, the two
divisions were separated, and each placed under a Mudaliyar. JPL. p. 29

Beside Perunkali, the six divisions which, roughly speaking, form the
western half of the Province of the Vanni, viz., Kilakkumulai South,
Metkumulai, Panankamam, Chinnachcheddikkulam, and
Naduchcheddikkulam, all of which at the present day belong to the
Vavuniya District. JPL. p. 31
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The present establishment under the Assistant Agent are as follows

Vavuniya Rs. ¢
Head Clerk 1100.0
Interpreter/Native 720.0
Four Mudaliyars at 200.0
Nine Udaiyars at 120.0
Two Koralas at 90.0
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The divisions are grouped under seven District Mudaliyars as follows;
Vavuniya

Kilakkumulai North and South

Naduchcheddikkulam and Chinnachcheddikkulam East & West
Metkumulai and Panankamam

Melpattu South and East and Udaiyaur

B LB
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Vavuniya South Mudaliyars

Selvadurai Thampiappah Elankayar: District Mudaliyar, Vavuniya South

Ampalavanar Canapathippillai (UU) District Mudaliyar Vavuniya
South

Vavuniya North Mudaliyars

Rasasagarer, Sivasithampara Udaiyar, District Mudaliyar
Vavuniya North.

Arumugam Canapathipillai ; (F) District Mudaliyar Vavuniya North
Chelliah Canapathippillai, (2) President Village tribunals
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The District of Mullaitivu is been divided in to Seven pattus.

2. Karikaddumulai South
3. Puthukkudiyiruppu

1. Karikaddumulai North
Maritime pattus

4. Mulliayavalai

5. Karunavalpattu
6. Tunukkay

7. Melpattu North.

The first three pattus, which are situated along the sea borde, are
called the Maritime pattus

1893 Number of villages 74

JPL.p.55
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Mullaitivu

Head Clerk 1000.0
Interpreter/ Native 600.0
Three Mudaliyars at 200.00
Seven Udaiyars 120.00
One Adappan 120.00

The divisions are grouped under three District Mudaliyars as follows;

Mullaitivu

1. The Maritime Pattu

2. Mulliyavalai and Melpattu North

3. Karunaval Pattu and Tunukkay
JPL p. 40.
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There is an Udaiyar for each division except Melpattu South, making
sixteen in all, and there are eighteen Police Vidanes in Vavuniya and in
seventeen in Mullaitivu. The Sinhalese have Ratemahatmaya, two
Koralas, and three Arachchies.
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All Mudaliyars are Registrars of Birth, Marriages,and Deaths, and for
performing duties in this capacity they are entitled to certain fees and
allowances — for each birth or death entry 25 cents, payable by Government;
and for registering a marriage Rs.2.50, payable by the parties. They are
also entitled to fees for inspecting and marking timber,&c.

The Mudaliyars, the Ratemahatmayas, the Koralas, and some of the
Udaiyars are Inquirers into deaths. There are twelve in Vavuniya District
and seven in Mullaitivu.

The Udayars get fees for making reports on applications for chenas (50cents
for each report under the rule), and in the Mullaitivu District “schedule
fees”, which are peculiar to the Northern Province.*

(*These are fees for giving to persons about to sell land extracts from
the thombu, or commutation register , relative to the ownership of the
lands which are to be sold) JPL. p. 40.
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There are also Fiscal’s officers, and hold sales of property seized under
writ.

The police Vidanes and Arachchies are not paid a salary, but receive
some remuneration in the shape fees for executing cattle vouchers
(50cents for each set), and commission as division officers under the
Road Ordinance.

There are a notary at Vavuniya and two at Mullaitivu, the former being
also District Road Committee clerk. JPL page 39, 40
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* “The insurgents were subsequently “driven from Mullaitivu”
and its neigbourhood by a detachment sent from Trincomalee
under Captain Edward Madge of the 19th regiment, and
Kumara-sekara Mudaliyar of Mullaitivu, and several others
who were strongly suspected of treason were captured and
executed. JPL.p.19 ;

% “The execution opposite the Public Works Department
compound off the road to Vadduvakallu is still known as
“Tukkumaratadi” “Hanging Tree Place” though the tree has
disappeared. His (Kumarasekar Mudaliyar) great grand son is
the present Mudaliyar of the Maritime Pattus. JPL.P.19. -1895
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Weimeu(miomrm srULL(HeTeren.

Geugryenflw - psedlwn,
&bHSeUEnD - wpseflwirt,
Ceammglymu - s,
s3\Tsmofr - (psedlwn,

SHERTIT ErauamTpSS - (PSedw,
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Following is a complete list of the Chieftains of Ceylon a Hundred years
ago, taken from the “Ceylon Almanac” of 1835. It may stated here that the
publication, unlike the ‘attenuated descendant” of today whichis issued as
asingle sheet like a Railway Time Table, fulfilled the functions of acombined
“Civil List” official Directory and even newspaper. The spelling of proper
names is reproduced exactly as in the “Almanac” even where the
orthography of the same name is varied in different places:-

The Chieftains of Ceylon a Hundred years ago. (1935-100 =1835)

Wedaraniya - Modliar,
Candawanam - Modliar,
Senaderaya - Modliar,
Cadirgamer - Modliar,
Aroner Sarewanamootoo - Modliar,
Innasy Swampulle - Maniagar, and
Canagarayar - Modliar.

(The Chieftains of Ceylon by J.C.Van Sanden - P.69)
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Maritime Pattu Mudaliyars (The Chieftains of Ceylon)

Mailvahana Velauther - District Mudaliyar - Maritime Pattus
Velautha Retnasingha Mailvakana (4) District Mudaliyar - Maritime Pattus

Mylvakana Velautha Retnasingha, (GU)District Mudaliyar - Maritime Pattus
(1890 accoding to the Varakkudi agreement)
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Kanagasababathy, Arumugam : District Mudaliyar, Maritime Pattus,
Mullaitivuu ;  born 1882 : 1934 Appointed District Mudaliyar,
Maritime Pattus, Mullaitivu

A. KANAGASABAPATHY,

District Mudaliyar, Nainativu Pattus,
Mullaitivu.
SHOTSFUTUS (1P SO

QameoLy ges’ uLda & pullemgel uHm
weomasFalpe wralL epsdlurgre QOHHE5s16
eféslul Parerg. sargepliunn aaruCs Gaiary
GiEsLUL 1 mEsen. ghaeaid @illysals sorgeamplupp erer
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*Note : His names was registered as A.Kanagasabapathy, District
Mudaliyar, Nainativu Pattus, Mullaitivu,
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[

Mudaliyar A. M, KANAGASABAPATHY, 5. Po, . M.
Retired Disivict Mudaliyar,

(Ceylon)

L fr_‘;ﬂ%’
Q/"“lﬂu cmM i c%

Letter from the Retired District Mudaliyar Mullaitivu in 1965 to the
Author.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



108 e 6lasooszieny

Sl umund - U IBleTTINI

IDGOIEOITT - (Lp&GOIDTIT

LoeiTestmi Wnel L SHle) ybHlwm il dssrasgld Bmbs
uselser:

RENEAEA i) : Adikar
wpseSlwim 4 Mudaliyar

LnaitaTi el LS8le) dlamd g siglamm (Atikars) eramp
usaladr Lpsssda @mbalererer. pagissibl £wnemnisdener 18970
e weranmt &&Gsfl wpsellwrrms Qmbg 19166  weareTT
FasEnéE wral L ydlanors Blullésuul Gerer.

werennt wpsh savssildemeanundli Qe weyeud @rresmiw
wremm  paellwnt -2 5FCwrsd e, eul W@HSaTTEL
wrefloury GQeuer. Calwruyser &eurel GUTLHTSE
SaiapdCunssding, . 1761 @ geeavg 5 10 H Fegluil,
Qurer seuren Qunesnfilu @ridladlms (waeSlwnm eraraid
QuuEL el plwwerwrer Qurpg, snglarflmes@nLer.
oregfludldeng 6 jgamse QarHéssluLL e

* “Quran” erettm UL QuupLer gpseflunt 2 551CwnsLd
aupRIBLILL L enowié) Beuis@nant i Lpbuerulent CumggsGawt
srteg g  Wwsalwrrrss sLapwrn flusnss
Gamerarenid.(ey e & @& Mwg))

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



si_msriupp [esrefll] uresh 5 — upseSlnmi 109

LDGOT GOT T T -1, 1 &1f :
Creir sevui Semiend BTG (W&6l) -1679-1692

Clren sebur Blesw Caamdlrmues

(wrenem Ulig&@ib senevento) -1692-1697
QLren sebur Blesw Goenrdlymuie

LGSO - iuwilenb ) -1697 -1715
Qreit wayeued grgsTiw wrerr wpseflwnt  -1761 cuany
QLneir goeaunetr prEsETiL M emréltis (weelwmt 1761 e
Gwirdns wpgedlwrt -18006)
WSS &oran lerener 18971 e

wr@sr L sz QrrCasdlr wsed -

*QLneir ggoauner gresm rlemréliug wpaailunment i Guih G

Cleuitemmer GeuebTmUGHT FTLOBISET ETaTLSTELD

afl_& &8 e :

=

weiren LGSl @méEh el 556 &ey brElwrm fAuld
péelwwner Sigeastisadr @uiidy @ iE. kG
Bobs gopwsssanis ghpwd @psewd @b
Qupmer. (PassEE@eNUY Be Qumib G 58ib@E arraniouien
Bmpsenn Qepaner (paélw sMramonE.b.

alLpsd da @amsnsaien s_eamburhiueisefie
2Cpam&E et Ll auplisiiLl g (Hbseiouwb
GIILI 5555, @riE wpsalomnss sLemowmbbueTsT
allgs6) §6 DIQICURSEEET AL UL L GIb cuayalunalings,
Guibwrplwgts Qsllal&siu’ Herars).

allgser Feoy gevnpsbupBlibd, i@ieuaskisd UpBlub
gaflune o iiey Cewised Seudlub. allssd &eof updu
augard né Goluyseale ze6tear feo el wb ser
2 sMrédlhars @rig srou®@dapar.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



110 sipemn Glacedgiemn

1810 b yewr® Lfksef erampenpsaii L Queprsef wreu L b
ooag Curgers aalamrgid SanpssiuLL Geug)gja),é,‘m
el L’ @l_ssada) whmib el55605 6| SIODIPSUPLD OGS
sQaérNelmbs safwrssiu @ aedellGun® GCersslLlL gl Gbs
wrHod sQes_Mar duniassmow eaebl LISD Wpaamd Fagl
OsT_&6D B (PPLLOSSUUL LS. HSDE (e eueians
sQ&T(mEEG elssadald apgalswne G b Gmésailcaeme.
game alssed Feldlmbs Cppserelwermaulled LG
Qrame serEdlub Qewug eubsmt. Ggulerdus. 30

In 1810 the District of Pringally (Perunkali), or, “as it is commonly
called, the district of Werteltivu™ (Vidattaltivu) and the port of Vidattaltivu
were separated from the Mannar Collectorate and attached to that of
the Vanni. This seems a curious arangement, but under the Dutch
Vidattaltivu had belonged to Vanni, and the reversion to this state of
things was recommended by the Collector. The change was effected
from August 1. Before that the Collector of the Vanni had no connection
with Vidattaltivu, exept the use of the godowin there for storing paddy.
JPL.p. 30.
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The Sitting Magistrate of Vidattaltivu, who was also “Collector of the
Sea customs:, became subordinate to the Collector of the Vanni, and in
addition to holding these officers he acted as his assistant, performing
revenue duties under his orders and superintendence, tithes and selling
rents, and at times going on circuit for these purposes instead of the
Collector. JPL p. 30.
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Eastern Province, Cangasaby C.Walter, Vannia, Erravur and Koralai
pattus born 1898.

1919 Clerk, Government Service, Class ii,

1932, promoted Vanniah .

Mohamed Ali Meera Lebbe, Vannia Sammanthurai Pattu. Born 1898.
1923 President, Irrigation Village Council; acted as Vannia, Karavaku Pattu;
1925, Assistant Vannia Manmunai Pattu North;

1928 Acted as Vannia Mudaliyar, Manmunai Pattu North;

1929 Vannia Mudaliyar, Panama Pattu;

1932 Vannia Mudaliyar Sammanturai Pattu.

Uduma Lebbe Podi, Vannia, Akkarai and Nindur Pattus;
(The Chieftains of Ceylon by J.C.Van Sanden - 1936.p42)
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THE SPEECH DELIVERED BY MR V. P. LINGAJOTHY
SOLICITOR ON THE 26.01.08 AT LONDON EALING
KANAKA THURKKAI AMMAN TEMPLE AT ARUNA’S
ADANKAPATTU (VANNI) HISTORY PART IV BOOK
LAUNCH.

Name : History of
Adankappattu (Vanni) - Part 4
Author ; Arruna Selladurai
Publication : Aruna Publication
Price : 12 $ (US Dollars)
Review by : MR V. P .LINGAJOTHY
Solicitor

History of Adankappattu (Vanni) - Part 4. “Mappana Vanniyar —
Madappali Vanniyar”

Before I start about the book, [ will briefly comment about the author,
Mr.Aruna Selladurai needs no introduction to you Tamil audience. He
has been a well known media personality and TV news anchor, as well
as a producer of dramas, and now he has blossomed into a consummate
writer-historian. It is only on the latter aspect of his talents that I will
make some comments.

To those of you who are not entirely familiar with the history of

Adankaappattuu (Vanni), I can tell you that it is a fact that no one has

made a greater effort or taken a greater interest in documenting the
history of Vanni as Aruna has, except perhaps for Mullaimani. Although

it is Mr Mullaimani who wrote the first historical drama book on Pandara

Vanniyan in the early 1960s and through this book introduced Vanni to

the world, there were many inaccuracies in the characters in his drama

which were not corrected or even detected before Aruna started to

delve into this subject in greater detail.

As T understand, Aruna produced his first book entitled Pandara
Vanniyan 1750-1811 in 2002. This book in my estimation breathed new
life into the history of Vanni as never before. The book also for the first
time attempted to accurately document the history of Pandara Vanniyan
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and the Adankappattu Vanni as it should have been. Aruna identified
the historic inaccuracies in Mullaimani’s drama book and corrected
them in his own version.

Before Aruna’s book, many people believed that Pandara Vanniyan’s
brother was Kailaya Vanniyan and that Pandara Vanniyan was betrayed
by Kakkai Vanniyan but it is an historic fact that Kailaya Vanniyan was
a chieftain who ruled over Panangamam during the Dutch colonial
period 1644-78 and not during the British period when Pandara Vanniyan
was the chieftain of the same area. Not only that, Kakkai Vanniyan’s
period was even before Kailaya Vanniyan's period as we now
understand he lived in Kayts in the Jaffna peninsula during the
Portuguese period.

Mullaimani’s book was in many respects nothing more than a fictitious
drama based and set against the backdrop of Vanni history during the
British colonial era.

However, Aruna has for the first time presented the history of
Adankappattu Vanni with historical evidence supported by concrete
documentary evidence and recorded anecdotal sources. This is a valiant
attempt on Aruna’s part to research many source materials before he
wrote his books on Adankappattu Vanni history.

Part 1 of his book deals with Adankappattu (Vanni) before the Birth of
Christ and Part 2 deals with the history of Vanni between1750-1811.
This period corresponds with the period of Pandara Vanniyan. Aruna
had published Part 2 of his book before he brought out Part 1. It is
because of the significance of this period and to its relevance to today’s
contemporary politics that he decided to publish Part 2 before Part 1.
I was involved in Part 3 of Adankappattu (Vanni) history which deals
with the native chieftains of Vanni in the period 1750-1895. Since I
come from the family of a Vanni chieftain, I paid particular interest to
the native chieftains of Vanni. I use the adjective “Native” to distinguish
those chieftains who hail originally from the traditional rulers such as
the Mapanars from the Chola dynasty as opposed to the chieftains
nominated by the European colonial powers. Aruna has made reference
to the book *“The Chieftains of Ceylon” by J.C.Van Sanden but I can
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safely say that the chieftains mentioned in that book were those who
were appointed originally by the Portuguese, Dutch and later British
colonial authorities.

Different historians have different definitions about the origin of the
word “Vanni”. Some including Jaffna and the Sinhalese historians say
that it comes from the Sanskrit word “Vanaya” meaning ‘Jungle’. Hence
the argument that Vanni means ‘Jungle area’. However, Aruna has
correctly argued in his books that Vanni means ‘The territories ruled or
controlled by the Vanni chieftains’ who had originally come from South
India round about the 12" century. The details of the number of Vanni
chieftains who came over to Sri Lanka and the territories they ruled
have been well documented in Aruna’s books.

If I now turn to Aruna’s Part 4 book which is being released now: this
deals with the history of Vanni between1625-1800 through the Dutch
period to the beginning of the British period. Aruna has researched the
chieftains and the rulers who superseded the Vanni chieftains. I must
also state that Aruna prefers the term Adankaappattu instead of Vanni.
He has explained quite fervently in all his books his reasons for preferring
this usage.

Vanni means “Areas or territories ruled by Vanni chieftains”. There
were Vannimais not only in the northern part of Sri Lanka but also in
the East, North Central and Northwest. For some reason, in Trincomalee,
in Batticaloa and in Puttlam, there have been 7 Vannimais, But according
to Aruna, there were 10 Vannimais in the Northern mainland of Sri
Lanka. Adankappattu means ‘a rebellious province’, in this case, the
territory south of the Jaffna peninsula and north of Anuradhapura which
refused to accept the overlord ship of the Jaffna and the Anuradhapura
kingdoms. This is what Aruna describes in detail in his Part 4 book or
for that matter in all his Vanni history books.

Part 4 of the book deals with the following subjects :

Chapter 1; deals with the origins of the Vanniyars. By making reference
to the History of Jaffna by A. Muthuthambippillai and the Yalpana
Vaipa Kowmuthi by Mr.K. Velupillai, the confusion that lingered hitherto
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as to who the real Vanniyars were has been dispelled following the
information gathered trom the above sources. It was the assumption
that all the Vanni rulers who ruled the Adankappattu territory before
the British arrived were called Vanniyars. However, in this chapter,
evidence has been presented to show that there were others who also
held the title Vanniyars other than those who were members of the
Vanni caste, particularly the Mappanars and the Madappalis.

The chapter also tells how the Mappanas and the Madappalis obtained
the title Vanniyars. The Mappanas are from the Vellala caste who
ruled Adankaappattu after the Vanniyars had returned to South India.
The Madappalis on the other hand were initially given the title of
Mudaliyars in the light of their powers to catch elephants and then
subsequently through matrimonial connections became rulers in the
Panankamam area. The Madappalis are also from the Vellala caste.
There is evidence to show that there was rivalry between the two
Vellala casts.

Chapter 2; describes the boundaries of Vanni and the migrations in
various waves from South India. Furthermore it describes how the
Vanniyars in the Sinhalease area evolved from the Tamil Vanniyars
over a period of time as they migrated further south into the north
central province. The chapter also details the matrimonial alliances
between the Vellalas and the Vanniyars and how the strong caste feeling
gradually died out due to these intermarriages and how both castes
came to be under the heading of Vellala.

Chapter 3; deals with the Mappanas in Adankappattu who had originally
come from Madurai in south India, particularly from the area known as
Marunkur, and explores the settlements which they built.

Chapter 4; deals with the Portuguese period between 1505 and 1658
and details their “divide and rule” policy and their conversion to
Catholicism strategy, particularly in the western coastal region Mannar
district. During this period the chieftains assumed the “Don” title under
the pressure of the Portuguese “divide and rule” strategy.
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Chapter 5; deals with the relationship between the Portuguese and the
Mappanas which clearly shows why names such as Don Thieogu Puvi
Nalla Mappanan or Don Philip Nalla Mappanan arose. It also details
incidents in which some Mappanas resisted the Portuguese Catholic
influence. There is also a reference to Asisstant Vanniyan titles which
clearly shows that the said titles came from the ruling colonial powers
and not from the indigenous nobility.

Chapter 6; deals with the Dutch period from 1658 to 1795 and details
the Dutch interest in commercial development alongside the traditional
“divide and rule” policy of colonial powers with conversion to
Protestantism now the new pressure. It explores the Dutch policy of
demanding regular tributes and taxes, often in the form of tamed
elephants, if the Vanniyars were to be allowed to continue to rule without
interference. During this period the centre of power was largely in the
Panankamam area. The chieftain who ruled this area, Kailaya Vannyian,
is the most popular Vanniyan of the time because of his power and
wealth. This chapter also deals with his relationship to Jaffna, particularly
to the Poothathamby family.

Chapter 7; deals with the Madappalyars who had initially held positions
of authority in Jaffna as Mudaliyars but were later nominated as
Vanniyars in the Adankappattu area. Reference is made to the Kowmuthi
to show that the Madappaly were originally related to the Tamil kings
of Jaffna. According to the Yalpana Vaipavamalai, the word Madappally
is derived from the word Maddapam meaning ‘five hundred villages’
and Aaluthal meaning ‘protecting’, hence ‘protector of five hundred
villages’.

Chapter 8; deals with the Mappanas and Madappalis in the
Pannankamam area in the aftermath of Kailaya Vannian's rule as
recorded in the memoir of the Dutch colonialist Ryclof van Goens. He
records Don Philip Nalla Mappanan as the most formidable of all the
chiefs in succession to Kailaya Vanniyan and the Kowmuthi details
Don Philip’s descendants down to Panda Vairamuthu who lived (1813-
1901). I understand that Panda Vairamuthu’s descendants lived in
Pointpedro in the Jaffna peninsula who I have reason to believe had
some relationship to my maternal grandmother’s family.
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Chapter 9; deals with the Dutch in Mannar. Since Mannar also formed
part of Adankappattu, Aruna has collected information on the Dutch
colonial rulers activities there. He deals in detail with the proselytisation
of the natives to Protestant Christianity and various local personalities
who collaborated with this policy. He also deals with various places of
significance in the Mannar area, including Marutha Madu notable as a
“place of Catholic Marian pilgrimage.

Chapter 10; deals with the cultural influences of colonialism, particularly
in terms of the adoption of various Portuguese and Dutch first names
amongst the ruling families.

Chapter 11; deals with the strategies used by the Dutch to counter
disaffection amongst the Vanniyars by conferring powers and privileges
and includes accounts of various individual chieftains. Detailed
information has been supplied here about the rule of Maria Sempathai
between 1679 and 1697 in Thennamaravadi; she was a powerful
Vannichi who rebelled against the Dutch and the chapter explains her
capture and the legend that has her taken to the Dutch Headquarters in
Colombo.

It also details the careers of Don Caspar Nitsinga Senathirajan and
Don Theogu Puvi Nalla Mappanan who continued to trade locally and
with south India without been taxed by the Dutch. Once again, Aruna
makes use of original source material such as the writings of the Dutch
Governor, Hendrick Becker in 1714 which provide documentary
evidence for his explorations here and always ensures that his
observations are firmly grounded. The chapter ends with the last
Vannichi of Mullaitivu, namely Ponnar Vannichi who ruled this area in
the 1840s during the British period

This book — and the other books in this series- are particularly useful
for everyone from academic historians to the young generation of the
Tamil Diaspora. Without learning about their forefathers, it is difficult
for this younger generation to appreciate their culture and values and in
that context, I commend this book to all for seeking to do so and for
engendering a rekindled interest in our Tamil homeland heritage.
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Review

Critic K.S.SIVAKUMARAN's
Reviews on the 4 books on the
Vanni (Adanka Pattu) appear below.

UNTOLD STORY OF THE VANNI

In the South-Eastern part of the Northern Peninsula of
Sri Lanka there is a region called Vanni. It has been in
news for two decades. But, do we know its origin? A
media person, writer and unofficial researcher, Aruna
Selladurai, has written a series of books on the Vanni.
He hails from a village called Mulliyawalai in the area.
Earlier, he worked for the SLBC and Rupavahini, and
presently, he is at Shakthi TV, I understand.

Let us see what he says in Part 1 of History of
Adankapattu (Vanni). Not all of us know of this region,
because nobody writes about it in either English or
Sinhala. Lankan History is not fully recorded by
historians who do not belong to the Thamil Community,
but the sad fact is that readers in Sinhala and English
take for granted what the Southern historians say in
their books. Worse still, the historians in Thamil do
not bother to write in English or Sinhala. So one can't
blame the Sinhala readers, for facts distorted in the
books they read.

In his introduction, the author says that there are tanks
built in the region before the AD, to show that the history
of Vanni goes back to very ancient times. Similarly, V.
Subramaniam (Mullaimani) an educationist and writer
of repute, tells us that there are some facts regarding
Vanni in the following books in Thamil.
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Yaalpaana Vaipava Maalai (Mylvagana Pulavar), Vaiya
Paadal (Vyapuri Iyer), Yaalpaana Charithram (Mudaliyar
Rasanayagam). Yaalpaana Vypava Vimarsanam (Swami
Gnanapragasar), Yalpana Vaibhava Kaumudii (K.
Velupillai), Konesar Kalveddu (Kavirajar). Vanniyar
(Dr.S.Pathmanathan, (Kalliyankaddu Cheppeadukal,
(Dr. S.Gunasingham).

There are few books in English that give some
information on Vanni such as Manual of Vanni Districts
(J.P.Lewis), Vanni and the Vanniyars (C.S.Navaratnam),
Vanniyars of North Ceylon (Prof S.Arasaratnam and
Origin of Vanni Cheftains (Prof.K.Indrapala).

These Vanniyars came to the Eastern part of Lanka in
5t Centaury AD. The Chieftain Kulakoattan settled the
Vanniyars in East Lanka. They came from Mathurai
and Thruchirapalli in Thamilnadu. Ukra Singhan was
from the family of Vijaya. He captured the Northern
part of Lanka and ruled from Kuthiramalai. It was he
who was known as Kulakoattan said Fr.
Gnanapragasar. The Chola Emperors captured Lanka
in 10 AD and administrated the Wanni region.
Maapaana Vellalas and their subordinates came to
Lanka on the invitation of Vanniyars. Rajavaliya and
Chulavamsa refer to the Wanni rulers in 11" Centuary
AD. Prof. Pathmanathan says that the Vanniyars came
from the Vealaikaara battalion. Aariya Chakaravathis
ruled Yaalpaanam from the 13 AD. Chenpaka Perumal
(who was known as Sapumal Kumara) captured
Yaalpaanam and ruled for 17 years.

The book has several maps of ancient Lanka and a
bibliography. The book is interesting, as it gives certain
details of the Vanni region, which many of us do not
know. One must congratulate the author, Aruna
Selladurai, for taking pains to present an account of
Adanka Pattu (Vanni). - THE NATION - 06.09.2009
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THE STORY OF PANDARA VANNIAN
(AD 1750-1811)

Vanniyan here means a person from the Vanni region.
This region is also called Adanka Pattu (a locale that
couldn’'t be subdued), Pandara is equal to Bandara in
Sinhala? No, I am not sure. Pandari normally means a
devotee who serves in the temples doing odd jobs. But
here we speak about a ruler as ‘historicized’ by Aruna
Selladurai, a media person in a book titled as above.
It's a book in Thamil in a series on the Vannis or the
Vanni

Chronology

Due to limited space available I shall confine to
the basic information on the subject for the benefit of
readers who cannot read Thamil. I shall confine only
to the chronology of events listed by the author that
gives some information on Adanka Pattu or Vanni

During the rule of the ancients this region was
not under any forces and the Vanniyars from India
aggrandized the region. Later it was free from the reign
of the Yaalppanam and the Sinhala people. And from
1505 AD foreigners were aggrandizing the region.

The Portuguese brought under their control
Mannar and Chettikulam. But it was the Vanniyars
who ruled the remaining Adanka Pattu. They called
this region Vannis. The Dutch and the British also
continued with the name Vannis

The name existed until the demise of the last of
the Vannians — Panadara Vanniyan in 1811. When the
British ruled Lanka between 1796 and 1947, Vanni
was a part of the Northern Province.
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Separate District

When Lanka gained independence in 1948 Vanni
became a separate district. In 1987 the militant forces
established their headquarters in Mullaitheevu and
other regions in the Vanni. The A-9 highway that runs
though Vanni from Yaalpaanam to Mahanuwara was
closed for public transport. As a result in 1990 the Vanni
region became once again an area that could not be
subdued. In 2002 the A-9 was re-opened.

The chronology stops there in the book under
review.

In the first chapter it is mentioned that during
the 5%, 6", and 7% centuries 60 Vanniyars from South
India visited the King Kulakottan and 59 of them
preferred to live in the Vanni region. They ruled from
Panankamam.

Attack

In 1543 the Portuguese tried to convert people
in Mannar and Chettikulam to Catholicism.

The King of Yaalpaanam, Sankilian attacked the
Catholics in 1544 and killed the petty ruler Ilanchingan
nee Ugrasinkan. In 1560 the Portuguese built a fortress
in Mannar. They brought Vannis also under their control
in 1621.

The story continues in remaining chapters. Those
who can read Thamil may gather more information from
the book particularly on Pandara Vanniyan.

The book is available from the author at A15 1/
1, Manning Town Housing Complex, Mangala Road,
Colombo -08. It is priced at Rs.300/=. The author has
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written more than 10 books in Thamil and presented
several programmes over the Radio and TV

He is a well known media person in Thamil
LAKBIMA NEWS - Sunday
13" September, 2009.

THE VANNI HEADS (A.D 1750 — 1895 )

In a series of four books in Thamil on the history of
Adanka Pattu (Vanni), media person Aruna Selladurai
gives information hitherto unknown to most of us.
Adanka Pattu means the region that could not be
subdued. In Part 3 of the series under the head
“Sudeshath Thalaimaihal”, he narrates the role played
by indigenous leadership during the period mentioned
above. Within 134 pages which include colour and black
and white photographs, the writer attempts to justify
the uniqueness of the Vanni region. The book is
available from the author at A15-1/1, Manning Town
Housing Complex, Mangala Road, Colombo-08 at Rs.
300/= per copy.

For the benefit of readers who cannot read Thamil I
give below the essential points that the writer makes
in his own researched material.

The History of Vanni begins before the birth of Christ.
During the British period in the country, there was a
one Pariyari (Native Physician) named Velan from
Mullaitivu who opposed the British rule. This was
mentioned in the notes submitted to the British by
Kathirgama Nayaga Mudaliyar who was in charge of
the Melpattu East sector.
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The book is divided into eight chapters; Traditions of
Adanka Pattu, Muslims in Mullaitivu, Indigenous
Leadership, Kaadu Raasa (The King of the Jungles)
contributed by Attorney P. Lingajothi. The Commonality
between Vanni and other countries, Commemorative
Number (1979) Song of the Kamuham Chandai compiled
by Mullaimani in 1979, Kathiravelu Iyaaru contributed
by Sinnathamby Ponnambalam and Vinacithamy
Periyavar contributed in Ariyan Poihai.

Here are excerpts from the first chapter.

There were Vanniyars and non-Vanniyars in
Adankapattu. Facts regarding them remain in
inscriptions and in the form of Ola writing. The history
of the Vanni is limited only to the 16" century. The
term “Vanni” came to be used only after the advent of
the foreigner. There were more than 700 tanks in
Vanni.

The Vanniyars ruled Adanka Pattu from Panankaamam.
They wanted to bring Mullaitheevu, Mulliawalai, and
Kanukerney under their yoke. They sought assistance
from Mathurai in Thamilnadu. The messenger first
reached Thiruchirapalli. Upon hearing this Varasingha
Aarachi, Mullai Malanaar, Saruhumalanaar,
Sivanallamalanaar arrived in Mulliawalai and settled
there. That region was ruled by Saandaar and fisher-
folks. Then the messenger went to Mathurai. Vellalar
and Mappanar families came to the region.

The Vellalars and Maapanars came with Brahmins,
Cobblers, Malayalees, Ahambadikal, Thimilar and
Potters belonging to other castes. They came from
Mathurai, Thondai Mandalam, Karaikkaal,
Thiruchirapalli, Kudaloor and Marunkoor.
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]
They were led by llansinha Maapaanar, Allavahu, Aththi

Maapanan and Sinha Mappanaar. The people who came
settled in Yaalpaanam and Vanni. The Vanniyars ruled
over indigenous population and paid taxes to the king
of Yaalpaanam.

In these regions there were Veddahas, Buddhists and
Rakshayars. The Portuguese had Chettikulan under
their control. In 1783 the Dutch captured Adanka Pattu.
The Captain named Thomas Nagel urbanized
Mullaitheevu and ruled over there. He introduced laws
regarding allotment of lands.

Chapter 2 talks about Muslims in Mullaitheevu. In 1891
there were 701 Muslims in the Vavuniya District and
438 in the Mullaitheevu district.

Chapter 3 - Indigenous Leadership — Before the reign
of Pandara Vanniyan, there were indigenous leadership
in Vanni. Among them was the generation of Vellalar.

Parihari Velan was very important in that generation.
Parihari means a medicine man. There were 15 such
Physicians in Vavuniya and 14 in Mullaitheevu. Another
leader was Kaaddu Raasa. He was also anti-British.

A relative of the latter is an attorney Paramalingam
Lingajothy. He lives in London. He writes:

“ 1 am aware from the elders of my family that my
ancestors had been credited with many feats may it be
traditional medical practices, administration of the local
area, astrology, astronomy, spirituality, temple building,
building an irrigation system for improving cultivation,
etc. They were also warriors who were experts in
marital arts and other forms of fighting....”
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"My research proved that there is no other family that
could claim the Royal title to the Kingdom of
Kanukerney other than the family of Kathiravelu
Vinnasythamby... Kanukerney was re-named
Karikaddumoolai... In the last century Thanniyoolu has
become the de facto capital of Kannukerney Kingdom.
And Mullaitheevu the important town of its coastal
region”

Paramalingam Lingajothi's another account is also
included in Aruna Selladurai's book under review. It's
very interesting to learn the following:

“The culture of Vanni is shaped buy is shaped by its
soil. When you talk of Vanni, you begin to smell a flavour
that is unique to that place: its rural setting and
villages, tanks. lush green vegetation, plenty of water
and the abundance of cattle and pasture lands.”

* The simplicity of the people, their ever-smiling faces,
shows a candidness that is unique to Vanni...Similar
cultures to Vanni exist in the Far East including China,
India, (primarily South India where the Vanniyars live],
as well as part of Africa”

Due to constraints in limitation of space I would stop
with that. Even if you do not know Thamil or even don't
bother to know Thamil. you may yet read the quotations
in the foot note written in English (o know the other
side of Lankan history.

DAILY NEWS - 09.09.2009
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The Vanniyas: Maapaana and the Madapalli Clans
by K.S.Sivakumaran

Aruna Sellathurai's fourth in the series of the books
recounting the history of the Adankappattu (Vanni)
covering period of 1625- 1800 is also interesting as his
previous books.

The book is published by Aruna Velyeetu Aham, A 15
1/1 Manning Town Housing Complex , Colombo-08 and
priced Rs 350/=. This 116 page book has nine Chapters.
The author has written 10 books in Thamil, two of which
won the North East Provincial Council Literary awasrd
in 1997 (Television in Srilanka) and Nanti Udayar - a
historical play based on the tradition of the Vanniyars
which received the 1996 State Literary Award and the
Unda Abhinandana Golden Award in 1994 he brought
a collection of light music songs.

His teleplay “Veedu” (Home) and a few radio plays were
elected best book on Drama in 1993 by the Yaalpaanam
Literary Assembly.

In Audio CDs two on Oli Thenral and his historical play
depicting the historical tradition of the Vanniyars titled
“Nandhi Udayar” were released, Again the latter was
launched in CD format. In 1994 he produced another
DVD recording the Mullai Modie of Folk play.

Aruna Sellathurai is an experienced Broadcaster and
telecaster having served at the SLBC - Rupavahini and
presently he works for the Shakthi Radio and TV
Channels.

A self made man and an ardent lover of his region of
birth the Vanni region he tries his best to record the
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forgotten historical past of the region by his own
research.

Through not written in an academic fashion applying
scientific modalities, his books including this give
valuable interesting facts and incidents of the
Vanniyars of the past.

What the present book says can be noted at a glance if
we could name the chapters of the book, Introduction
and Sources Vineyards, Boundaries and Vineyards,
Malabar in Adankappattu and the Portuguese period
,the Portuguese and Maapana Vanniyars, the Dutch
Period Madappaliyar in history, Maapanar and
Madapaliyar in Panankamam. The Dutch in Mannar,
Christian Names, the honour for the Vanniyars and
finally Clarification of research Materials.

The writer says that the history of Vanniyars is
entwined with the history of Yaalppanam,
Adankappattu, Nuwerakalaweva, Thirukonamalai, and
Mahanuwara regions.

What this book gives is a collection of observations and
notes gleaned from various sources.

It does not present a codified history of the Vanniyars.
The author leavesit to the historians to construct the
history of the Vanni region based on further research.
Nevertheless from what the earlier writers have written
on Vanni, one could gather a lot of information on the
Vanniyars.

We learn that the author in his final volume would
give a compehensive account as perceived by him.
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The writer gives the following sources for the
compilation:

Manual of The Vanni Districts

by J.P.Lewis - (1895)
Manual of The North Central Province

by R.E.lvers - (1899)
Yalppana Charithiram

by A.Moothuthambipillai - (1915)
Yalppana Vaipava Kaumthi

by Mes.K.Veluppilai - (1918)
Notes on Jaffna

by John H.Martyn - (1923)
The Dutch in Ceylon

by R.G.Anthonisz [.5.0. - (1923}
Yalppana Charithiram

by S.Rasanayagam - (1933)
The Chieftains of Ceylon

by J.C.Van Sanden - (1936)
RAS Journal

by Rev.Fr.S.Gnanapirakasar - (1936)
Vanniyar

by Prof.S.Pathmanathan - (2003)

Daily News / December 9" 2009
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