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FREEDOM IN EDUCATION

(BY REV. FATHER PETER PiLLAD
The Prize Day Address

It is with the greatest pleasure that I deceptad

the invitation extended to me by Mr, Bunker t9
speak at the Jafina College Prize Giving. [ deeply
appreciate the honour paid to me by asking me, a
young Headmaster of a relatively voung institution
to be a speaker at the oldest educational estahlish-
ment in the island. Everyone knows the high position
that Jaffna College holds in the educational world.
Its long line of great teachers, its record of past
achievement and present progress, its boldness in
educational experiment on a background of venerable
traditions all combine to render the contribution
made by Jaffna College absolutely unique in the
educational field. [ could not therefore refuse the!
invitation to come, especially as it was made by
Mr. Bunker whose friendship 1 greatly value, and
for whose advice I have the greatest respect. Not'
only myself, all the other Headmasters have the'
same regard for Mr, Bunker that T have. All of us
without exception greatly esteem his ripe experience,
his sound judgment, his unassuming manner, and '
his absolute fairness to all. Jaffna College is fort.
unate in having such a Principal, for he is certain
to leave the imipress of his personality on the suc..
cessive generations of students that come into contaet -
with him. - :
Let me first of all congratulate the College
Prize winners for their well merited success, the staff
as well -as the students on the splendid record that
we have all listened to in the report. I cannot pay
a  higher compliment than to say that Jaffna College
is remaining faithful to its wast traditions. We need .
not be too despondent about the future when such .
things are: being done in the present. _ ,
It is about this future,” however, that [ am
going to speak today. I wish to speak to you this
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evening of the necessity for freedom in education.
1 want to make a plea for variety in educational
forrmns. I wish to protest against the imposition of
a rigidly uniform type of school, and to raise iy
voice against mass regimentation in the educational
field. 1 make no apology for introducing such a
topic here. The subject is of vital concern to the
staff and to the parents, while the bigger boys who
will shortly be leaving school will be called upon
to play their part in the creation of a healthy public
opimion on educational matters.

That changes are overdue in our educational
systems no one will contest. As tbe social, economic
and political aspects of our Society have undergone
a change, the educational system must therefore also
be adapted to suit the changed circumstances. Our
secondary education has been violently criticized for
the ifollowing reasons: The general criticism is that
it is too academic. It does not pay sufficient atten-
tion to the development of our sensibilities, to
aesthetic appreciation, to handwork, There is too
much of learning and not encugh of doing. Our
curriculum is dominated by London Matriculation
which is suitable for those intending to proceed to
higher studies, but which is unsuited to be a leaving
certificate. Our education prepares, as Mr. Bunker
himself has said, for white-collar jobs that do not
exist, rather than for manual employment that can
be. found. Then from another angle the criticism
is made that enough importance is not given to the
national languages and literatures, We are too much
dominated by English ways of thinking, English
habits and English traditions.

Then, with regard to still another fact of our
education, it is maintained that we are so concerned
about examination results that we do not insist suffi-
ently on the formation of character, that nothing is
being done to eradicate our national vices of greed,
dishonesty, ands lack of public spiritedness. In India,
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the sons and daughters of the land are prepared to
make the greatest sacrifices for their country, where=
as here in Ceylon, we have place-seekers, cffice-
hunters and money-grabbers. It is contended that
our education is not facing up to this situation, and
that it is making no effort to strengthen our na-
tional character. Therefore, it seems that our edu-
cational system must be radicaily altered. They say
that a real revolution is necessary, and such a re-
volutionary change is now being studied by the
special Committee on Education. Tt is suggested by
them that there should be a Uniform System for the
whole island. The Primary School up to the Vth Stand-
ard is to be In the mother tongue. On the Vth
Standard examination results the students are to be
draffed on to Practical, Senior or Secondary schools,
and all education is to be free in the Primary and
Post-Primary schools up to the eighth standard. Pri-
mary schools prepare for trades and industries, Seni-
or schools for commercial and other general walks
of life and Secondary schools for the Universities
and Professions. That is, in the briefest outline, the
direction in which the Special Committee is now
working.

t must be admitted that most of the criticisms
that I had previously mentioned were legitimate.
They point to real deficiencies which must be reme-
died, But need our present system that grew up
slowly with its accumulated wealth of traditions be
entirely scrapped ? Why should there be only one
mould into which all schools should fit? What I con-
tend is that the present educational system should be
mended not ended.

Practical and Senior schools are to be started.
These are necessary innovations. Up to now we were
working in the rigid groove of the Secondary school
system with its too pronounced academic bias. We
have to enlarge that basis by the inclusion of Practi-
cal and Senior schools. That is undoubtedly a2 necess=
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ary reform. But why compel boys at the early age
of eleven to choose the school indicated by the results
of an examination? Is that not tyranny? We can
suggest, guide, and persuade, But does not compul~
sion savour of totalitarianism, of mass regimentation?

It is objected that those who do not accept the
decision of the examiners have the liberty of sending
the children to private schools that are not supported
from public funds. These schools will necessarily have
to charge high fees, so that only the richest will
be able to afford the luxury of choosing the schools
they like for their children. The others will be
penalized, Liberty for the rich, regimentalion for the
poor. It is not a system that we can contemplate
with any satisfaction.

My suggestion is that the present system of
fee charging schools which are assisted by the
Government should be continued while new free
schools should be started. Then the parent will have
a real choice. In England such wvariety exists. Be-
sides the free Public Elementary Schools, thers are
the assisted Secondary Schools, in addition to the
non-assisted Public Schools, The freedom of the pa-
rent is very real in England.

Why we should give up such freedom and
elect to go info a cast-iron seystem which has not
yet been tried passeth my understanding.

There is a serious objection to compelling
certain boys to join the Practical schools. We can-
not be certain that there will be employment for
those boys in the trades which they have learnt.
The fact is that we cannot now foresee the econo-
mic framework in which we shall be called upon
to live. There is going to be more industrialization.
But we do not know to what extent. We cannot
then train the bhoys for particular jobs. Moreover
the experience of the past is not encouraging. The
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Government Weaving schools have produced not wea-
“wers but weaving masters.

But it might be objected: “We do not compel;
the practical and senior schools might be deserted.”
The answer is that if by studying in the practical
schools the chances of employment or of a reason-
able livelihood are increased, then the boys will flock
to them.

There is one great objection to the existence
of Government subsidized, fee-charging schools, by
the side of the free schools, which I must answer.
It is suggested if the parents pay according to their
means, all the children will not receive the same
education, and the children will not all have the
same opportunities. In other words in such a system
there will not be equality of opportunity. But what
of it? Why should there be equality of opportunity?
For a number of years I have grappled with this
problem of the equality of opportunity, try-
ing to establish the principle, and I find
that it cannot be established. That the pre-
sent extreme inequality should be removed—Yes.
But that there should be a dead uniformity of level
from which all should start is to my mind unten-
able. The fundamental equality of man demands
that every man should have sufficient opportunities
to hve his full human life. Sufficient opportunities,
not necessarily equal, Parents save up for their
children and these children will have an advantage
at the start. There is nothing iniquitous in it.

So far the only public opinion that has inter-
ested itself in education is that concerning salaries
of teachers. It is time that the country took a much
keener interest in the basic problems of education.
Teachers’ Associations could do no more to create
that interest than they have done in the past. But
1 should like to see the layman, the ordinary parent
concerned about the kind of education that we should
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JAmpart to his children. Such an interest will prevent
ill-conceived schemes from being rushed through the
State-Council, and will be of the utmost benefit to
the schools who are carrying out educatiocnal experi-
ments,

1 have pleaded for liberty in education. But be-
fore I end I should like to add that liberty without
idealism and vision will degenerate into licence. We
ask that a soul-deadening control may be removed
from us in order that we might be free to place
before our students the complete ideal of man in all
its entrancing beauty. I say the complete ideal of man,
not merely the ideal of physical well-being or even
or patriotic endeavour. All these partial ideals must
be integrated in the complete whole which includes
man’s spiritual and supernatural perfection. In the
larger vision the body is ordered to the spirit, and
the life of this world is canght up and swung as in
a censer before the glory of our communion with
God in the next life. Within this wision there is
sanity, joy and peace. Outside is the night.
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THE PRINCIPAL’S PRIZE GIVING

REPORT — 1943.

Father Peter Pillai, ladies ang gentlemen: It
has been two years since we at Jaffna College have
heen able to welcome you to the Jaffna College
Prize-Giving, In spite of the tension and anxiety of
the times a year ago we had planned our Prize-
Giving for early in March, but when our chief
speaker was unable to come and the black-out was
steadily becoming blacker we finally abandoned our
plans and it seemed best to wait and hold it this
year. Certainly we meet under brighter skies this
evening, with less of tension in the atmosphere even
though our belts are drawn more tightly and we
would be happy to see more things like chillies and
kerosine and foothpaste in the shops. Our welcome
to vou all is the warmer for the knowledge we have
that petrel is hard to come by, and your pre-
sence here in such npumbers is most encouraging
io us.

A gpecial word of welcome to our chief guest:
Father Peter Pillai is known to everyone here as
Rector of St. Joseph's College, Colombo ; but he was
known tous long before as one of Ceylon's ablest
men, all of whose gifts were devoted to his reli-
gious faith and, in that faith, to the common man.
For many of us his name was synonymous with
Social Justice. Here, we knew, was one scholar
who sought no cloistered virtue, lived in no ivory
tower, but identified himself with the needs of his
lowliest countrymen. Moreover, we have never for-
gotten that he is of a Jafina family, and a family
that has given three sons of outstanding ability to
the priesthood of their Church. Small wonder, then,
that Father Peter Pillai’s appointment to St. Joseph's
Lollege met with such unanimous pleasure and ac-
claim throughout the island, but especially in Jaffna.



22

We feel greatly honoured that he has consented to
come to be our chief guest and speaker tonight.

I must now address myself to reporting two
years of school life at the College, and I shall have
to pass over events more rapidly than usual inor-
der to keep my report within reasonable compass,
for in the two years there have been a number of
changes,

The process of changing the College Constitu-
tion has continued with the provision in it for obe
alumnus of the College to be elected by the Alu-
mni Associations and for another alumnus to be
elected by the College Staff. These elections have
coincided with the coming into force of that pro-
vision of the Constitution which requires at least ong
year’s retirement after two consecutive terms of
service as members of the Board, Thus we have
missed the presence this past year of Mr. K. Ba-
lasingham and Mr. J. V. Chelliah. Mr. S. Kanagasabat
also retired after serving as the first non-Christian
member of the Board, and we suffered a serious
loss in the death of Rey. R. C. P. Welch, These
places have been filled by Mr. W. P. A. Cooke and
Rev. D "P. Niles, elected by the Board, and Messrs.
A. W. Nadarajah and J. F. Ponnambalam elected
respectively by the Alumniand the Staff. We wish
to record our thanks for the fine services of those
who have retired and to extend a warm welcome
to the new members.

' There have been changes in the staff during
the past two years. Mr. and Mrs. Lockwood and
their four boys returned to America on furlough
last May., The decision to sail was taken rather
suddenly owing to the difficulty of getting book-
ings on suitable ships. After a voyage of some dif-
ficulty, due chiefly to sickness, they arrived safely
and now report that they are all well and happily
located near Boston. They are busy with study
and sneaking engagements. We have invited them to
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return to Jaffna but have not yet heard what their
plans are. It seems clear that we cannot expect
them to come before the end of the war. DMr.
Wright also had to leave suddenly and he had an
even more eventful trip. His first ship was torpe-
doed and he spent two days in a lifeboat. His
second ship took two months to go from Africa to
the United States, but we know only that he ar-
rived safely. Mr. Wright, being a shorf-ferm work-
er, will not be returning and therefore [ would like
to record our appreciation of his services, He was a
skillful teacher and a most helptul counsellor fto
the many students who visited his room. He ren-
dered unique service in the extra-curricular acti-
vities, doing good work with the Scouts, starting
the Photographic Society and bringing the level of
western music at the College to the highest point
1 think we have ever reached. He was as friendly
a person as we have ever had here, but he will
perhaps be longest remembered for the splendid
work he did as Deputy A. R. P. Coatroller in or-
ganizing the civil defence of the peninsula. The
College was able to free him half time, but he did
a full-time job. His very many friends will be wish-
ing him well as he returns to life in America.

Mrs. J. C. Nagalingam of the Kindergarten
Department and Miss Marjorie Appadurai of the
Lower School both have retired during the period
under review. Mrs. Nagalingam had taught for 16
years, and it was her guiet, wise and understand-
ing ways that bridged the chasm between home and
school for so many of our present pupils. It Is a
tribute to her that this ordeal, so fearsome for so
many, was made so easy and pleasant all these years.
Miss Appadurai left us after several years of fine
work to be married and we congratulate her hus-
band and the churches he serves in having her as
the mistress of the parsonage.
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Miss Ruby David was appointed to take Mrs.
Nagalingam’s place. Miss Kandiahpillai taught in the
Lower School for nine months in a Temporary ca-
pacity We have alsa added several part-time teach-
ers: Mr. V. Lakshmi Narayanaiyar, teaching orien-
tal music in the Lower School, Mr. E. Knight help-
ing us in craft work, also in the Lower Schocl and
Mr. H. L, Hastings taking the place in our agri-
caltural work which Mr. V. Ehamparam was do-
g before he joined the Ceylon Engineers. The
gourses in oriental music and basketry are new and
are proving very popular and useful, The former
course is entirely self-supporting, being paid for by
apecial music fees,

We are missing a tall, familiar fisure over-
looking the physical welfare of the College these
days. Mr. S. R. Beadle, having reached age limit,
has retired on pension. The College is grateful to
him for his long, arduous and almost wvacationless
service of over (wenty vears,

(One of the changes which I have welcomed
most has been the creation of the post of Chaplain at
the College. We were fortunate in that Rev, 8. Kulan-
dian was the pastor of the Vaddukoddai Church
anid we were able to arrange for him to serve
in an honorary capacity. It has meant much to
have one ot his capacity and devotion associating
with us so intimately. We are wondering just how
we can meet the situation if he is transferred in
May of this year. In this connection it may be
mentioned that we have made a pre-terminal Re-
ireat of the Staff a regular part of our program
and it is proving helpful to many. We have also
extended Scripture teaching to all the classes of
the College.

Since my last report we have welcomed back
two teachers who had been away improving their
gualifications. Mr. S. S Selvadurai returned after
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two years zt University College with a B sc., and
Mr. K. Mathiaparanam also after two years in the
Honours course at Annamalai University with an
M. A, in Tamil. It is good to have them back, and
with increased capacity to serve the Colleze as faith-
fully and well as ever.

One or two other changes should be noticed.
Our experiment with a School Council which is
wholly elective and which has increased respon-
sibility for school discipline is continuing. So far it
cannot be characterized as a complete success. The
formation of cliques and factions and the seeking
of personal interest, sometimes at the expense of
general interest are universal human tendencies in
schools as well as in State Councils. But we are
persevering in the hope that experience will bring
wisdom, self-control and a responsible attitude.

Perhaps the clief difficulty in any school, as
in any home today, is the boarding department.
Costs have risen sadly. We felt we had to raise
boarding fees at the beginning of this year, but al-
ready costs have advanced far beyond what we are
collecting by way of fees., Yet the cost troubles us
less than the difficulty of getting supplies to give
a varied and appetizing diet, Miss Perumal’s task
15 quite the most difficult at the College and we
feel fortunate to have one who brings so much re-
sotirce to her problems. People often think that,
heing situated in the countryside, our problem of
getting foods is simpler than that of schools in
town areas. Actually the opposite is the case, and
the shortage of petrol is a serious handicap in get-
ting supplies, as we must, from Chankanai and
Jaffna.

As for the necessary air raid precautions at
the College, we have gone to some expense to make
two shelters which will give the necessary protec-
tion. We have spent over Rs. 1000.00 and hope
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that we have done what is necessary to provide
against what we may hope will never come.

The final change I would make note of is a
change in our educational environment. The establish-
ment of the University of Cevlon has already had its
effect upon us. For one thing, the wvalue of the
London Intermediate certificale is less certain; for
another, the University Entrance Examination syl-
labus is now our syllabus for the first vear of post-
matriculation work at the College. This coming year
we shall change the name of the Junior Intermedi-
ate Class to that of “Higher School Certificate Class.”
The decision of the University to hold a Higher
School Certificate examination is welcomed by all
schools, I am sure; and since this will be based on the
University Entrance syllabus, all students may pre-
pare for the University and even though they fail
to get admission they may yet hope to get a certi-
ticate higher than the London Matriculation or
Senior School Certificate. The University's acceptance
of the local Senior as a qualifying examination for
ifs entrance examination has made the holding of
the London Matriculation examinations unnecessary
{(since exemption can be gained through the local Senior)
and it is with some relief that we see the last Lon-
don Matriculation examination before us 1 June,

We have not yet reached the Promised Land
in education, however, for until we can be sure of
the maintenance of a fixed standard in the Senior
School examination we shall feel dissatisfied and in-
secure. Also, the present determination of the na-
ture of the Higher Certificate examination by the
University is not desirable as a permanent arrange-
ment. We are grateful for the help of the liniver-
sity in this transition period, but we must not let
our gtatitude blind us to the fact that secondary
education is not primarily concerned with preparing
pupils for a University education. Its work is to ini-
tiate hoys and girle into their place in the life of
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their generation. The hold of the academic inter-
ests of the colleges and universities cn secondary
education is still a sericus defect of education in
the West in spite of decades of struggle. I think
that that grip is even stronger here in Ceylon. We
should therefore be aware of the struggle that
lies ahead of us. It is not the authorities adminis-
tering the University who are our enemies in this.
It is the hold of the academic traditirn upon the
minds of children, parents, teachers, administrators
and the general public which 1s the chief enemy to
a truly rational education in Ceylon.

I might illustrate this by citing the agitation
on the part of not a few persons for the starting
of degree work, at least in Arts here at Jaffna
College. This is not an unnatural suggestion to
come from those who recall the day whea this Col-
lege was affiliated to the Universities of Calcutta
or Madras, Yet the people who urge it can hard-
ly be aware of the changes that have come over Col-
lege education in the past forty years and of what
effect the starting of a degree class here at Jaffna
College would have upon the other departments which
are and must remain our reason for being. The
provision of courses all the way from the Tamil
kindergarten to the bachelor’s degree in one com-
pound is an impossible and most undesirable edu-
cational task. The chief attention of the College would
be focussed on the degree classes, Undergraduate
students instead of senior pupils would set the stand-
ard for conduct and discipline.  Anything that de-
parted from the academic line leading to the de-
gree classes would seem relatively worthless and
would be slishted. We would have.here in accen-
tuated form what i1s the curse of education in Cey-
lon—the beliet that education is cnly truly itself
when i1t makes certain the winning of a ‘white-
collar’ job. Moreover, we do not begin to have the
resources for such an attempt. =
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No, in my view, we must be content with
our own proper job of primary and secondary edu-
cation and set ourselves to do it better, The will
o'the wisp of higher classes had led us off our
proper road which leads to a more practical edu-
cation at the secondary level. The confused state
of world events and uacertain prospects after the
end of the war and even of the Special Education
Committee’s recommendations make planning for future
<conditions impossible (if it is ever possible), but we
can and should direct our attention to doing an
ever better and more intelligent job of serondary edu-
catioil.

I have been led to think and speak along this
line partlv because of the pressure for starting de-
gree classes, but also because of our own recent
experience here at the College. The fact that 1
have nearly completed at least my first term of
zervice at Jaffna College and expect svon to leave
on furlough has encouraged me to include this sub-
ject at such leagth in this Report. The logic of
experience and circumstance has been leading us to
see that the inclusion of the proposed Higher Cer-
tificate Class in the 'secondary department rather
than in what we have called the Collegiate Depart-
ment i necessary for the general health of the
school. 1t seems to me that the glamour of the
higher work—of splendid results in the Intermediate
examination, for example — must not be allowed to obs-
cure for us and for our friends the fact that our
chief duty is to our pupils in the primary and second-
arv departments.

And now to return to my more strictly re-
portorial task., The artival of the Senior School
Certificate as our chief secondary school examination
has enabled us to shorten our course so that pupils
may normally expect fo take that examination in five
vears after passing the Fifth Standard, instead of
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six years as in the past. This also has led us to
raise the age limit of admission to our classes by
one year in all classes except the Senior Class itself.
Those who consult this year's Prospectus should
keep this fact in mind.

The numbers on the roll of the College have
continued to increase steadily, Today we have the
largest number in attendance we have ever had.
The figures are: In the entire English School 685;
Lower School — 221, Secondary School —387, Colle-
giate Department — 77. As | have studied these
figares and compared them with those of five years
ago, I find that the increased enrollment iz to be ac-
counted for by the increase in the number of girls
(147 out of the total) attending the College added to
the increased enrollment in the Collegiate Classes.
We are thankful that this is the cause and notthe
presence of evacuees from Colombo. We have had
very few of the latter at any time and we hope
that we have converted the few that remain to
permanent residents. The number in the boarding
department have remained practically the same for
the past few years: approximately 120,

The following are the examination results and
I shall leave them to speak for themselves. London
Matriculation : January, 1941, 28 presented, 24 pass-
ed; June, 1941, 13 presented, 8 passed: January,
1942, 42 presented, 29 passed (7 in the first divi-
sion) and four more referred in one subject: June,
1942, 11 presented, 7 passed- Senior School Certi-
ficate (Special ;) December 1241, 44 presented, 30
passed (13 with exemption from the Matric); De-
cember, 1942, results came yesterday: 44 present-
ed, 29 passed, (5 in the First Division) Lon-
don Intermediate of July, 1941: Science — 5 presented
2 passed, 2 referred in one subject; Arts—9 pre-
sented 8 passed (one referred in one subject.) 1942
Inter Science results have also come: 8 presented,
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2 passed, 2 referred. I think we can claim quite
a record for consistently good results. [ should also
note that two of our students—K. Kumarasamy and
K. Jegathessa Iyer—were offered free gcholarships at
the University as the result of their high standing
in the January 1942 Matriculation examination.

In sports the outstanding feat of the past two
vears was the winning of the cricket championship
in 1941 with an undefeated team. Congratulations
to the team and coach. The following year we
were runners-up to St. John's. In athletics we have
continued to send outstanding athletes te the All-
Jaffna Meet. In 1941 the Parsons Challenge Cup
was awarded to Joseph George for the outstanding
performance of the Mect in setting a record in the
Hop, Step and Jump. In 1942 he received the Par-
sons Cup again for breaking his own record This
was the third year in a row that a George brought
this Cup to Jaffna College. We have not been able
to place better than third in the team scores, how-
aver. In football :in 1941 we lost but one match and
that to our old and friendly nemesis, St. Patrick’s.
In 1942, an inexperienced team with but one player
remaining from the year before did well to win two
games. Here at the College, volleyball, hasket-ball
and thatchie continue to provide good inter-house
competition, in addition to the other sports,

The Literary Societies, the Y. M, C. A. and the
Y. W. C. A. have continued their usual activities
with nothing of note to report. The Geographical
Society has held its monthly meetings and arranged one
interesting trip to Kilinochchi to study the irrigation
and agricultural developments there. The Agricul-
tural Society, in keeping with the times, has been
very active and has been doing good work, espe-
cially with fresh vegetables this year. The Photo-
graphic Club has heen starved into quiescence by
the dearth of supplies, and the Tamil Circle is
thinking of reviving itself after a period of hiber-
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nation, The Rovers carry on much as usual; the
Scouts are missing Mr. Wright, but we hope to ar-
range to give them the leadership they mneed soon.
New arrivals, and welcome ones, on the campus
are the enthusiastic bands of Girl Guides and Brow-
nies. Miss Vytilingam is to be thanked for her
interest and encouragement here, as well as sev-
eral of the older girls. Indeed the life that is de-
veloping in and around the Women’s Hostel is one
of the bright spots of the last two years.

The Parent-Teachers Association has been handi-
capped by the difficulties people find in travelling
these days, yet it is carrying on. [ cannot help
noticing how different this association is, however,
from similar organizations in America. There such
an association is made up very largely of mothers
and is far more enthusiastically and practically sup-
ported than here I cannot help wishing that the
retiring nature of our women-folk here would suffer
a sea-change, at least in this respect. It is not that
we do not want the fathers; it is that we do want
the mothers who, in spite of any appearance to the
contrary, are the chief moulders of their children.

The war has prevented us from doing much
building. In the past two years we have extended
two buildings—the Tamil kindergarten building be-
side ‘the Vice-Principal’'s house, so that it can now
contain all four classes; and also the house occu-
pied by Mr. M. 1. Thomas. There are other build-
ings we need, some rather desperately, but satisfac-
tory building materials simply cannot be had. We
need houses for teachers very badly. We also need
a well-planned dormitory to house all our male
boarders, with quarters attached for married wardens.
We need this not only for the sake of the boarders
but also to free other space in the College for things
like committee rooms, a music room, and so on, and
especially to enable us to develop a Biology labora-
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tory to go with the new biology teacher we expect
to add to our staff next term. A pavilion for the
sports field in memory of Mr. Bicknell has alse
been planned by the Alumni Association but it has
proved impossible to carry out the plans under pre-
sent conditions,

There is not a great deal to report from our
Affiliated Schools. Kankesanturai has taken a new
lease of life under its new headmaster, My, K. P.
Ponnambalam. Uduppiddy has added a science block
and is now preparing puvils for the Senior School
Certificate. All the schools had excellent results in
the recent |. 5. C. examination. Uduppiddy sent one
boy who stood second in the entire list of candi-
dates. Several of the schoois are now pressing to
be allowed to prepare for the 8. S C.

The Alumni Association in Jaffna has carried on
its usual activities. Those who attended the last
Alumni Day dinner, held in this hall, will long re-
member it as being the largest and in the most
attractive setting of any we have had. In Colombog,
the black-out and the difficulties of travel have
forced a suspension of activity for the last year or
more; but a recent letter from the Secretary indi-
cates that we may hope to see a resumption of
something like normal life in that Association again.
We continue to send our students out in good num-
bers into the Government and other services, so the
Colombo Association should be prospering.

Finally I must record our sense of loss at
the death of two good friends of the College. Rev.
R. C. P. Welch was one of the finest products of
Jaffna College. In his utter sincerity, his sterling
integrity of character, and his devotion to duty he
represented the Jaffna man at his best. He was
long a member of the Board of Directors and of
its Executive Committee, We are the poorer for his
passing, but we thank God for his life and for all
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that he did for the College, the Church, and the whoie
community of people in Jaffna. My, Ih S, Seevaratnam
was the first man fo greet me and garland me as
I landed in Ceylon. He was a true friend i every
way. His love of his old schesl was a constant
reminder to me of what part a good school can
and should play in the life of its alumni In Ame-
rics, also, two men at one ftime ntimately connect-
ed with the College have died: Mr, A A Ward was
both a teacher and a member of the DBoard of Di-
vecters, while Mr 1. B Fritts was a  teacher for
seven vears. We are sorry to hear Lhat they |have

AT IRl A
passed away.

As T close thiz report with the thought of
departure from Ceylon present to my mind, my
chiet feeling 1z one of gratitude for what the five
and a half vears bere have given me. I think of friends
like Br. Welch and Mr. Seevaratnam, and of the
many others who have dealt generously with me,
I think of my two healthy daughters, of the host
ot iovely arnd happy memories, and of the know-
ledge and expetience which these years have brought.
It seems to me that I have received far more than
I have been able to give. In any case, I wish to
record my gratitude to all the people who have
made these years possible and shown me such kind-
ness curing themy the Board of Directors here and
the Board of Trustees in America; the entire staff
of the College, whose loyvalty, ability and steady
work bave made the College what it is; the stud-
ents, especiaily those bright cheerful ones who keep
alive our hope for the future when the world itself
seems bent on self-destvuction: and finally to all of
vou f{riends and supporters of the College, who have
inspired me and all of us at the College by vour
steady interest and help. God be with wou all

(e ]
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THE PRIZE.GIVING

Our prize-giving came off on Friday, the 26th
Fehriary »t 6.30 p.m. It was presided over by the
Principal, the Rev, S. K. Bunker,” and commenced
with devotions led by the Rev.G. M, Kanagaratnam.
The prolouge, composed specially for the occasion
by Mr. C. R. Wadsworth of the Staff and repro-
duced below, was recited by Ratnasingam Appa-
durai. Some of the girls of the College gave an
oriental singing item. After the Principal’s report,
which appears elsewhere in thisissue. Mrs. Bunker
distributed the prizes. The Rev. Father Peter A,
Pillai, Rector of St. Joseph’s College, Colombo, was
our chief guest and the theme of his address was
“Rreedom in Rducation”., The address is also re-
produced elsewhere in this issue. A vote of thanks
proposcd by V. G. Jacob, President of the School
Council, and seconded by Mr. C. Subramaniam, an
Old Boy, brought the function {o a close.

e

PRIZE.DAY PROLOUGE

Ye gentles all that grace this hall

In numbers large, our earnest call

Thus answering so graciously,

We joyful welcome bid to ye!l

Directors of this ancient seat

Of learning, bid we welcome meet

To keep, and guard, and feed this flame
Of culture grand ; to spread the fame
Of this our Hall of pristine pride

Has been to you a labour tried

In tines when man ’gainst man doth vie
With beast-like passion, ramyant, high.
You gentle lady, simple, kind,

In you Americ's heart we find;

We welcome you, these children’s hopet
In your own hounteous hand lies scope
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To gladden well each childish heart,
And even though you did so part

To ‘Meric’s fair land to go

Your mwem’ry sweet their bearts will owe,
We welcome you, our chiefest guest,

In garb of priest and scholar drest,
Peter Pillai, thou on Rome’s

Old seven hills, as on thy home’s
Humble hearth a beam didst light
That shed afar a lustre bright.

Dear 2im thou hast in this thy plea
For Social Justice; we welcome thee!
Yet hear a plaint from thine own land,
For Justice is thy land’s demand,

The Varsity in lonely height

Rejects our clzim, our well tried might
(Yer five scove years and decades more
In field of ever widening lore!

“Tis Justice merely that we ask

And not in favours smile to bask!

Qur lads and maids a hall they need
For learning dear and culture’s breed.
The war is on, the rice is out,

The wheat is up, our bowels no doubt
Keep telling us, “You should now fight,
You boys, you girls, to get your right.
A moratorium you demand

Of studies, as of food was planned!”
You’ve rationed paper, pen, and ink,
Now ration texts.—with justice think—
And ration too exams for us;

For goodness sake do not make frss!
When Hitler’s last bus he has missed,
And Musso from his seat is tossed,
When Tojo’s perfidy is venged,

And when at last this world has hinged
Its doors to open wide and smooth,

Tis then at length that peace in truth
Will gently lave in healing balm
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This broken ecarth and bring it calm.

But zow a moment let us turn

And see and jov with those that esan

Recognition of thelr worth

In fields of mind and body both !

Onece more we welcome one and all

This Prize-Dav, vea, both oreat and small!
C. R W

PRIFE LIST sogx
London Mairie, A.

1. H. N. Pennambalam 1st division,

2. lezatheesa jyer KK, Gen. Prof, Eng lst. prize,
Math, 1st prize, Latin 1st
prize, Chem. 2nd prize,
Matric, 1st Division,

J. Kumarasamy K, Gen,  Prof, Chem. st
prize, Phvs, 1st prize, Eng
Znd prize, Math. 2nd
prize, Latin 2nd prize,
Matric. 1st Division.

4, Veluppiliai A History lst prize.

5 Buvanasvndram V. Gen. Prof,, Matric. 1st
Division,

b, Balakrishnar 5. (Gen, Prof.,, Matric. 1st
Division,

7. Thurairatnam D, Matric. 1st Division,

8. Bazlasundrampillai K. Gen. Prof, Matric, 1st
division.

. Ruby Appadural Gen, Prot.

10, Jacob Chacks Matric. Ist Division.

11, Balasubramaniam K.  Gen. Proficiency

12.  Wijayasingham T, Logic 1st prize

London Mairic, B. _
1, Navaratnam K. V. Gen. Prof,. Math. lst
prize, Physics 1st prize
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London Metrie C.

1. Sundranadarajah K
Pre Matvic A.

1. Balaraman S,

2. Shanmugam C.
Mahesan S.

&

James Rasanavagam
Atputharatnam V.
Pushparanee J.

o P

7. Sukirtharatnasingham K,

Pre Matric B.

1. Sivasubramaniam V.

2. Subramaniam K.

3. Josephine Rasanavagam

Fourth Forw A :
1. Pathmajeyan S.

b2

Ratnasingham R.

Jeevarajah J.

3
4, Seevaratnam [
5. Siyvaguru K.
6, Kugarajah N,
Fourth Form B .
"1. Kirupairajah V. S.
Third Form A :
1. Gunaratnam S. W,

Gen. Prof, Eng 1Ist
prize, Tamil 1st prize,
Math, 2nd prize.

Mathematics 1st prize.

Gen. Prof, Physics lst
prize, Math, lst prize.
Chem. 2nd prize.
Latin 1st prize.
English 1st prize, Civics
1st prize.

Chem, lst prize.
History 1st prize.
Tamil 2nd prize.
Tamil 1st prize

Math. 1st prize, Tamil
1st prize

Math. 2nd prize,
Botany 1st prize.

Gen. Prof, Math, 1st
prize, Chem. lst prize,
History 2nd prize.
Gen. Prof,, Latin 1st
prize, Tamil st prize,
Math. 2nd prize.

Hist. 1st prize, Chem.
2nd prize,

Scripture st prize.
Tamil 2nd Prize.
Geography 3nd prize.

(Geography 2nd prize.
Gen. Prof,, Science 1st

prize, Mathematics 1st
prize, Bible ; 1st prize
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Selvaratnam S.
Kurien George

Sivasithamparam S.

Mahesan K.
Navaratnammah V.
Kunamalai K.

Pushparanee S.
Jesuratnam M.

Third Form B:

1.
2.

Vijayaledchumy R.
Patmanathan M T.

Second Form A :

1.

2'

3
4.

_U‘I

6.

Arasaratnam S. W,

Somasundram S.

Arumugam Kandasamy
Velayuthan E.

Thevasundrarajah N,

Selvarajah Sanders

Second Form B:

1,
2.

3.

John Chelliah
Jegatheeswary G.

Sandrasegarampillai S,

First Form A :
1. Chandraranee K.

Geography 2nd prize.
Math. 2nd prize, Science
2nd. prize, Sinhalese 2nd
prize.

Latin 1st prize, Civics
1st prize.

Civics 2ad prize.
Sinhalese 1st prize.
Tamil Ist prize, Bible-
2nd prize. '
Tamil 2nd prize.

Latin 2nd prize.

Geography 1st prize.
Sinhalese 1st prize,

Gen, Proficiency, Math,
1st prize, English 1Ist
prize, Bible 1st prize,
Science 1st prize, Tamil
2nd prize, Geography,
2nd prize, Sinhalese-
2nd prize.

Gen. Prof, Math, 2nd
prize, Eng. 2nd prize,
Civics 2nd prize.
Tamil Ist prize.

Tamil 2nd prize, Sinha--
lese 2nd prize.
Geography 1Ist prize,
Science 2nd prize.
Bible 2nd prize.

Drawing 1st prize.
Math. Jst prize, Sinba-
Jese 1st prize.

Math, 2nd prize,

Gen. Prof, Math, Ist
prize, Eng. Ist prize .
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Geog. 1st prize, Hist.
1st prize, Tamil 2nd
prize, Science 1st prize
Bible 1lst prize.

2. Susan Thomas History 2nd prize, Sci-
' : ence 2nd prize, Geog
: 2nd prize.
3. Rajamalar N. : Bible 1st prize, Tam,
' Ist prize,
4. Rasiah S. Sinhalese 2nd prize.
5. Paramsothy S. C. Math. 2nd prize,
First Form B.
1. Visuvalingam K. English 1st prize
2. Selvadurai A. Eng. 2nd prize.
3. Rajaratnam A, Math, 1st prize
4. Visuvanathan S. Math. 2nd prize

Carpentry prize :
II A. Sabaratnam P. lst prize.
Il B. Vijavaratnam S 1st prize.

Post Matrvicwlation : 1942

A. F. Tampoe Latin 1st prize.
Special Prize for scholarship in the Ceylon Uni-
yersity for the best results in the Lond. Matric exam.

— K. Jegatheesa Dyer.
Lond Matric. A and B,

1. James Rasanayagam Gen. Prof,, Chem. 1st-
prize.

2 Theivendram S. Gen. Prof, Math. 2nd
- prize.

3. Balaraman S. Gen. Prof. Chem. 2nd

prize, Math. Ist prize,
Physics 1st prize.

4. Mahesan History 1st prize.
5, Gunarat’nam Luthur Eng. 1st prize, Chem.1st
. prize, Botany 1st prize.
6. Rasanayagam V Gen. Proficiency
London Matric C: . 2 )
Pathmajeyan S. . Gen. Prof., Math. Ist

prize, Eng. lst prize,
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2. Ratnagingham R

3. Gunawardens L. C M,
Pre Maivie. A :
1. Ranee Devi K.
2, leevarajah J.
3. Shanmugalineam K.
4. Thillaganathan X
5. Ratnasingham A.
6. Saraswathy M,
Pre Malvic, B :
1. Victor Kiruspairajah
2. t:ladstone Niles

Fowrih Fovin A
1. Gunaratnam S W.

2. Kurien George

3. Theagarajah S, C,
4. Pushparanee S.

5. Sundralingam 5.
6. Mahesan K.

7. Navaratnammah V.

Fourth Form B:
1. Viayaledchumy E.

2. Pathmanathan M. T.
Thivd Form A :
1. Arasaratnam S W,

Chem, ist prize, Phy-
sics  l1st prize, Latin
1st prize.

Gen. Prof., Math. 2nd

prize, Chem. 2nd prize,
Eng. 2nd prize, Latin
2nd prize.

Latin 2nd prize.

KEng. 1st prize.

Gen. Prof, Chem. Ist
prize, Math. 1st prize.
History 1st prize.
Math. Znd prize.

Eng Znd prize.
Botany 1st prize.

(Geography 1st prize.
Geography 2nd prize.

Gen. Prof ., Mathematics
st Prize, Chem. I1st
prize. Bible 1st prize.
Math., 2nd prize, Geog.
1st prize.

Tamil Ist prize.

Tamil 2nd prize.

Latin 1st prize.

Tamil 2nd prize.
Geog. 2nd vrize.

Geography  lIst
Tamil 1st prize.
Math., 1st prize,

prize,

(Gen. Proficiency, Math.
1st Prize, Hist. 1st
Prize, Sinh. 1st prize,
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Thomas Haefner

3. Somasundram S.

L

Arparasingham K. C,

Third Form. A :
5 Kanagamalar Beadle

6. Easwarakadadcham J.

rz

7. Velayutham E,
Third Form B :

1. Alice George

2. Villavaravan S. K.

Second Form A -

1. Kulasegarampillai T.

2. Kandasamy K.
3. Chandraranece K,

4, Rajamalar N,

5. Maheswary K.
6. "Susan Thomas

7. Rasiah &

Bible lst prize, Latin
1st prize. Eng. 2nd prize.
Eng. 1st prize, Draw-
ing 1st prize, Hist, 2nd
prize, Bible 2nd prize
Geongraphy st prize,
Math. 2nd prize.
Science 1st prize, Geog
2nd prize,

Tamil 1st prize.
Tamil 1st prize.
Sinhalése 2nd p#ize.

Sinhalese Ist prize, Ci-
vics Ist prize.
Civice 2nd prize

Carpentry lIst prize,
Carp. 2nd prize.

Gen. Prof,, Eng, Ist
prize, Math. 1st prize,
Hist. 1st prize, Geog.
Ist prize,- Science Znd
prize, Civics Ist prize,
Bible 2nd prize, Tamil
2nd prize, Sinhalese 2nd
prize. :

Tamil 1st prize, Bible
Ist. prize, English 2nd
prize. i
Sinhalese lst prize.
Science 1st prize, Geog.

2nd  prize, Civics 2nd

prize.
Math. 2nd prize.
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Second Form B :

1. Nadarajah S.

2. Saitchithanantham R.
2. Sinnadurai A.

First Form A :

1. Rajapalan R.

2 Amarasingham J L.
3. Sivapiragasam S,

Carpentry 1st prize.
Carp. 2nd prize.
Mathematics 1st prize,

English 1st prize, Math
1st prize . _

Bible 1st prize.
Science 1st prize, Math
2nd prize.

4. Kumariah S. Carp. st prize, Tamll
1st prize,

5. #isuvanathan K. Geography 1st prize

6. Thankaratnam V. Sinhalese lst pnze.

7. Balarajah J. Carpentry 2nd prize.:

8. Satchithananthan A. Tamil 2nd prize, Geog.

' 2nd prize.
9. Henry Worthington Bible 2nd prize.
First Form B : F.

1. Christian Paul Carp. lst prize.

2. Nadarajah K. Carp. 2nd prize.

3. Veluppillai S. Eng. Ist prize, Geog.
1st prize, Sinhalese 1st
prize.

4. Kanagalingam 5. Mathematics 1st prize.

5. Muruganioothy 'S. Tamil 1st prize.

6. Ramachandran R Tamil 2nd prize.

7. Arasakularathnam M R. English 2nd prize.

8, Shelton Gunawardene Geography 2nd prize.

SrorTS PRIZES 1941 :
Jacob. C. Cricket Batting Prize, Athletic
colours.

Thavara]ah R.  Cricket bowling prize, cricket speci-
‘al prize for score over 75, cricket

Nadaraiah, N.
Selvarajah, N.

colours, football colours.
Cricket Fielding prize, cricket colours.

Cricket all-round prize. -
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Kuruvilla, T.  Cricket special prize for- score over "5
cricket colours.
Navaratnam, S, Cricket colours.
Gunaratnam, C. Cricket colours.”
Joseph, G.°  ~ Special Athletic prize for winning
' ' Parson's Cup for two years in
succession, cricket colours.
Ratnasabapathy, P. Football colovrs, Athletic colours.
Sivasubra-
maniam V. Athletic colours.-
Sivarajalingam, K. Football colours.

SPoRTS PrIZES 1942
Kandiah, K. Cricket batting: prize, cricket spacial
. prize for century.
Mahendran, K. Cricket bowling prize, cricket (,olour

Joseph, G. Cricket fielding prize.

]acdb, G. Cricket all-round prize,

Nagendva, V. . Cricket colours.

Nalliah, K. Football colours,

Mills, K. Footbhall colours. '

Kurien, G. Athletic special prize for new record®

HOUSE REPORTS
ApBrAHAM House

Since no report was submitted for the ihird term last year
the present report includes that period too.

QOur senior team led by B, Nesarajalh came first in thatchie,
but it failed to win any match in basket-baill. Our intermediate
team under the able captainship of 8. Ganesan came first in
thatchic and were runners up in foet-ball,

Our Junior team %oo came first in thatchie, but they failed
to win any match in foot-ball, From this any one can wunder-
stand that our members are all skilled and interested in the
national game thatchie. 4

This term no sports activity has yet started, but we hope
to do well in - voliey-ball. The captain of our senior “volley-balt
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team, 5, I, Jeyasingam, supposed to be the best player at Coilege
will, 1 think lead us to victory.
We had one gencral meeting this term fo elect an inter
coancillor. J. M. Ponnpiah was elected Qur congrztulations to him.
(3. SANMUGAM,
House Captain.

Brown House

‘This term there was no competition in any sports activities
ezcept that of wvolley-ball, the results of which will appear in
the next issue of the Miscellany., since the competitions are not
over. The results of the competitinns in  foni-ball, thatchie and
basket-kall held last term are as follows:

Foot ball Thatchi Basket-ball
Seniors Champions Runners up Runners up
Intermediates  Third Runners vp Third
Juniors Champions — E

Though we did not distingaish ourselves last vear as in the
past, vet we were fairly successfal.

This vear we had to bid good-hye o G N. Vijeyaraipam—a
representalive of the house in the Schoo! Councill K. Sitsapasan
has been elected in his place. We congratulate bim. He is also
the captain of the first eleven foothall tezm: and it is our {fer-
vent hopes that he will {(as previcasly done by a Brown)} lead
g to the championship this year.

Before [ ead my veport iet ine ¢ 4l the members of
the house for the whole hearted co-operation they have given
me and let me wish the house = very successful year under a
beftter and abler leader. =, HATNASARAPATHY,

House Captain.

HasTings House

House Masier Mr. &, T. Vetnaparanam
Schoo! Cowncilloys C. Kanthasamy { Hopse Captain
V. Velliampalam

¢ T Thurairatnam

We have a proud list of achievements torecord, The {fore-
cast of C. Paramasothy, the then House  Captain, in the last
jssue of the Miscellany, concerning the Intermediate foot ball
team was signally fuMiled when it. annexed the Inter-House
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Intermediate Football * championship.  The atrong  hasket ball
teams in the Senior and Intermiediate Divisions mentioned in our
last report secured the Senior and Iatermediate  BaskerBail
Champioaships, Our Ssnior Thalchie team was bracketed with that
of Brown House for the Senior Thatchie Chainpionship, There are
atsn strong grounds o believe that sur Post Senior Velley  Ball
team in which are T, ’humn tnam and B Zellathamby, the star
players of the Ccoliege, would annex the Post Semor Vaolley Ball
Championship.

1

C. Paramsothy, who s ghly led us last terms, left us
[in»- vear to pursue higher siudiez. He has been zacceeded in Elle
tainship by €. Kanthas samy and in e memberchip of the
school Council by T,

L, WANTHASAMY,

House, Captain.

}[ TTCHE

With the new vear, many of our members bade us geod-bye
and new-faces have token their places. Ewvery member of the
Houge has, each in his own way, helped to maintain the noble
traditicns of the house

The house had to meel occasionally fo  ele representatives
to the School Council- K. H&andiah, our former House-Laptain,
left us after passing the London DMatriculation. The continued

wecess of the House, during the past years s due to his
mvaluable gervices, We thank him and him the best
of lock. G, Jacob succseded him, both az representative to the
School Council and Captain of the House, He was elected Presi.
dent of the School Council. P, Vettivelu was elected to  the
Inter-boacder scat, which was wacant for a leng-time. He had to
feave us all of & sudden and T. Sinnappapillal was elected to his
place.

The members of the House have shown keen inlerest in all
games Mozt of them turn out regulzrly for practice. Under the
captaincy of T. Sinnappapillai, the volley ball team should easily
annex the champienship. In Shanmugaratnam snd Vettivelu, we
miss two 0f our veteran players. Vet we go forward undaunt-
ed. In cricket too, our team has got fo be fested,

In conclusion, I thank ali the membzrs of the House and
she House masters for their whole hesaried co operation
: JacoB GEORGE,
House.Captain.
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THE SCHOOL COUNCIL

Presudent : G. Jabob

Secretary C. Kanthasamy
Faculty adviser Mr, L. 8. Kulathungam

~ The period under review (Ocioberl942—March 1943) has been
a turbulent one in the history of the School Council. The mem-
bers ventilated their grievances to 3 greafer extent than hefore.
The Council was able to have some of the grievances of the
students redressed.

On many an oceasion the Faculty did the courtesy of referring
student matters to the Council. Usually when there was a breach
of discipline on the part of the students the Faculty referred the
matter to the School Council {for investigation and for meting
out punishment. The Principal also explained fo us  the reasons
for some of the decisions of the Faculty,

The constitution of the School Council has been revised.
One amendment to the constitution was that only students who
had been at Jaffna College for iwe years were eligibie to become
members.

“The School Council has lost the valuable and much appreci-
ated services of two Presidents—R. Shanmugaratnam and A, F,
Tamooe, during this period.

The ecriticism of staleness cannot be niade on the Present
Schaol Council, Fresh blood iz being constantly pumped into it
by frequent by-elections.

: . KANTHASAMY,

Hony. secy.

THE DAY SCHOLARS' UNION

© It is with great satisfaction that I present the report of the
Day Scholars’ Union for the term under review. Although the
Day Scholars’ Union has not yet completed ita first year of exis-
tence. it has made its influence felt in the student community.
This Union was formed about the middle of last term under the
direction of Mr. A. T, Vethaparanam to look after the welfare
of the day studenis.

“Well begun is half done.”” The Union has well started its
work for this term and is showing promise of doing more res-
ponsible work with the same earnestness as evinced at present,
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Matters of vital importance to the students were discussed
and many resolutions were passed. Une was 1o the effect that
the class-room doors weie to be open during noon-intervals so
that the hardships coused to the siudent: may be alleviated,
We express cur gratitude to the School ilvuncil for translating
the resolution into action

The other resoluti ns pertain to the econonmic hardships ex.
perienced by poor students. A committee of five, . call.d the
“Economic Survey Committee”, was elected to investigate intu the
conditions of the poor students, and submit a repor: to the
house. We hope soon to present the reports along with an appeal
both to the Director of Education and the College authorities
requesting them to create a fund in order to provide free noon-
meals to those students

A co-operstive cafe- The Day Scholars’ Co-operative Cafe was
started this term, This cafe which iz under the direct supervisicn
of the Day Schelars’ Union 1s manzged by an executive commiitee
elected by the share-holders, At present lunch is served to day.
students. Soon we expect to open a canteen that weould supply
tea and preparations from wheat. In no way should this cafe be-
considered a rival to the College Tuck-shop.

A Committes is preparing a constitution for the Union.

I wish to thack the Director Mr. A, T. Vetnaparanam
for nis taking a lively interest in our activities and for his
guidence and also the members of the Union fur their whole=
hearted co-operation witth me.

R. R TNaASINGAM,
Hony. Secy,

THE ACADEMY

President : V., Buvanasundaram
Vice-President : 5. Renganzthan
Secretary: T. Somasekaram
Asst, Secrelary: Miss E, N. Nies
Treasurer: R. Visuvanathan
Auditor: ¥. Shanmugalingam

Though petrol-ration and other wartime exigencies have de-
prived us of the privilege of hearing eminent speakers from out
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members of the staif. Mr. D, 5 Devasagayam spoke to  us
on “The Present Indian Sitnation”. Mr. M. Rajasundaram spoke
to us on  “Hamakrishug the Sainr™ Wa bhave had  inferc ling
debates on the following subjects: “Communism is a beiter torm
af government than Capitalism’™. ~HEnglish education i@ a hind-
vanee to the progress of our national culture.”’

it is remarkahle that i sl our speeches and debates, there
is ewvinced an encourvaging amount of progressive thought and
niitlople on the part of the members. Though it s a long way
off the ideal, however it iz a heslthy sign to npofe that the
majority of the members are realising their responsibilities  as
students, and are trying to shoulder rather than shirk them.

In conclusion the Secretary wishes to  thazk the spealers
who spoke to us, the members of the executive committee and
ather members, without whose belp the execution of his  dufiss
wontid have been almost impossible.

3

L, SOMASERARAM

Hony., Secy.

THE AGRICULTURAI CLUB

To say that this term was really a successiul one  for the
Club i 2o mere boasting, The gardening was in full swing as
the members were thirsting for a ktiowledge of agriculture and
were enconyraged by prizes. Two prizes were awarded, the first
prize being won by the Lockwood Group and the second one by
the Senanayake Group. But T am sorry fo say that after the
prize-giving spme members have not taken as keen an interest
a8 they tock before.

We cultivated paddy in the eastern garden snd the produce
from the nine lachams smounted to wnine bushels which was
more than we expected. This was sold te the hoarding at the
contrel price.

In the western garden we planted tomatoes, letbuee, radish
and carrotz. We expected 2 good crep but it was not up to the
mark. Any way we have found out the mistake and next vear
we can be sure of making up for the logs,

The annval meeting of this Club was held this term on the
Jrd of March, when new office-hearers for the coming year were
elected, They are:
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1, Navaratnam
. Balaraman e #
« Bumarasamy

Fresident: —

Secrelary:

Treasurers —
Group  Leaders:

I
i

= L

Lockweod Group: — 8. Somasundaram
“engyayake Growp:— G. Jevasingam
Batasingham Groupi— 5, Thanabalasingham
Poiris Group: — V. Atputharatnam

An exarinauon of the Treasurer’s repnrt for the period,
August - December 1942, iz very encouraging. The taotal expen-
diture was Rs. 97 | anc¢ ihe total income for the period onder
review was Rs 104 |

I will be failing in my duty ¥ 1 do not thank, in the name
wi the Club, the former Secretary, 3. Ganeszz, for the splendid

servive he rendered to the Club,

5, BALARAMAN,
Hom. Seerstary.

THE SCOUTS

We regvet 1o vecord that we have not been very active this
term, Various difticultics cropped up and preveated ws  from
{unctioning =zs usual,

We have been greatly han {L{‘.m; ed in that we have had no
one to lead us. No one has ve! volunteered to be  our Scout
Master, but we still hope that we shall nor he ong left leader-
less,

The Scout Council, however, was  steady in managing skils
fully the affairs of the Troop. It arranged and held fortnightly
meetings, wWiere ssont craft was practised, Rany of our recruits
have reached the Tenderfont rank.and are very  bisy  nreparing.
for their Second Class Padge.

We also should like to congrazoiate Rover Nagalingam land
Seout Rajasingam on their winning the Nationsl Service] Badge.
1 am sure tnat [ won’t be far wrong in saying that these Scouts
are two of the small number of Scoutein the peninsula fthat have
waon this coveted badge.

In closing let me thank the Troop Lesder, Fairol L'eaders,
and members themselves for the ind co-operation, and steady

4
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support whiek they have given me throughour, 1 alse wish o
congratulate omr ex-Secretary, E. R Appadurai, who ably carsied

out his work,
R

Hony. Szoratars

THE Y. M, C A

This being the frst term, we starled off with a new Pre.
sident and a new commitfee. T am  very happy o say that
smost of the Christian students and several non-Christians age

keen to atiend the meetings,
Qur thanks are due to the last year’s officers for their
efficient wotk, g v

The follswing were elected office-bearers for this vesr.

President: Mr. 3. Selvadurai
(rccaPyesiddent © futhur Gunaratiam
Secretary D. R. Ampalavanar
Assistant Secvefary S. R, W, Charavanamuti
Treasurer . B, M. Singham

The copveners of Committees for this vear are the follow-

ing —

Membership Compiittes Mr. W. L. Jevasingham
Missionary Commitiee Mr. R, J, Thurairajah
Eersonal-Piety Connilice : My, P, W, Ariaratnam
Sunday-Sciwol Commitice . . R. Ampalavanar
Social Serpice Commndtice C. & Nagalingam
Sports Commitice : J. R. 5. Aruirajasingam

At present we are conducting only one Sunday. Scheol at
Thunavy., There iz a considerable increase m  the number of
children. ;

We have mestings every Wednesday and thev are well attenaaid.
The following are the speakers and their topics:

Ay, P, Ciaussen on “Accident of Birth'
Aliss G, Lee v “The Poeirv of Jesus™’
M O R, Wadsworth ,, “The Thristian and The Bible

e thank the speskers for their addresses.

We were nble to have one devotional meering, which was
cordugted by our Presidemt. Then we had a Bible Study in
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Tamil conducted by Mr. K B Mathiagaranae, aund b subjoct Was
¢ giemilair g Mawy of us were hencfitted minch

1 by this Bibile

Study. We hope o have mets Bible Stidies i BEpglish  and
Tamil next tecn. L :
About Affeen bidys sttended the Peliossship Rleeting,
wis ek “ar the Uduvit Girls' School. Wejhad o whole
grammme, ln the evening & =ervice wWes held in - the. Ohurg
hy Rew. Jeiries '

1

[ must thank Bliss Ruby Navaraty
thiramathy Alagaratmarn for belmng ws the singing af Cur meel

asinghatm and bliss chan -

ings,

In concligsion, 1 thank our President for his guidasee apd
the committes for their help o keening the Assaciation fonction.
ing s e ;

Tr, B, AMPALAVANAR,
Houy, Ssev, 1, C Y. MO A

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
JAFFNA COLLEGE ROUND TABLE
¥YOR THE YEAR 1942

President. i Mr L S Kulathuogam
Secretavy: Mr, S, S, Selvadurat

The Round Table had seven meetings during
the year. The chief speakers at its meetings were:

Mr. W. R Watsen on “Ceylon University,” for-
merly Miss E. Peak uow Mrs. Grainger on The
Trend of Education in America now, and ber voyage
from America to  Ceylon™. Captain  Tham-
hiah on  “The Teacher and the Taught,” Dr.
Miss M. Ahrends on “Education in Germany”. and
Mr. D. S. Devasagavam on “Industrial Development of
India Today'’ - U _ i

At two of the other meetings of - the Round
Table the members considered the formation -of 3
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Stafi ‘Co-operativs Stores. It wis a long felt need
and some members of the staff who foresaw the diffi-
cult times ahead informally suggested that we should
form one. - The Round Table took up the suggestion,
sponsered it and now the stores is a reality serving the
needs of at the least forty families. Under the able guid-
ance of the present efficient managing committee we
wish this endeavour the best of success and many
more years of prosperity. :

Last year we had to bid farewell 1o two of the
members of the staff. Mr. E. C. Lockwood suddenly
decided to leave us on furlough to America. We were
unable to bid him farewell at the Round Table, So we
sent our lestwishes to himin a telegram when he
was at Wai in India.

Mr. Wright's departure was too sudden and
unexpected. He was entertained at a Round Tahle
lunch. The President, ¥Mr. L. S. Kulathungam, the
Principal and M;i. Rajasunderam spoke at the lunch.
It was be who was responsible for the A. R. B
Organisation in Jaffna and also an able Scout Master
and a good friend of us all. We miss him here
We are very happy to hear that he has reached
his homeland safe after so many difficulties on
the way.

_Among the other activities of the Round Takle
was a year-end party. Messrs. Visuvalingam, Gala-
poda and Vethaparanam gave us delightful songs.
Messrs, « Niles, Brodie and Elias made eloquent
speeches. It was a really good time and very much
enjoyed by the members.

It was not possible at the present time to get
up more meetings on account of the difficulty of gett-
ing good speakers. -

Finally my thanks are due to the members of

this House, the different speakers, the committee
and to Messrs R, ] Thurairajah and S. R. Beadle
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for the great help rendered by them in nrganmng
the lunch and the year-end p’ll‘t}" '

& %ELwA,JURAf;
Secretary.,
Officers for 15843
Presidont Mr. A, M. Brodie,
Secrefary | Mr. M. Rajasundrac:.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The annual meeting of the Board of Directors
of Jaffna College was held at the Principal’s Bunga-
low on Saturday Feb. 27th. After other items of
business had been transacted, the following persons
were elected members of the Board: Rev. D. T. Niles
(re-elected) and Messrs. J. V. Cheiliah, and R. Q. Buell.
The following officers were elected: President: Mr.
T. C. Rajaratnam; Vice-President: Mr. W, H. T. Bart-
lett: Secretarv: Mr, J. F. Ponnsmbalam; Treasurer:
the Principal. :

We are happy to welcome Mr, Chelliah back
as a2 member of the Board. No one has been connect-
ed with Jaifna College both so long and so inti-
mately as Mr, Chelliah, and therefore it was right
and incvitable that, after the year of retirement the
Board Constitution requires, he should return, We
are bappy to have Rev. D, T Niles carry on for
ancther term after his very short period of service this
past year (in the place of Rev. R. C. P. Welch): while
we most heartily welcome Mr. K. O. Buell, whose
family has played =0 large a part in American
Mission affairs bothh here and in Bombay and who
himself has done so fine a plece of Christian work
as General Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. in Colombo.

The retitement rale has caused two vacancies.
We shall miss two old and staunch members of the
Board in the persons of Messrs, A. R Supramaniam
and T, Buell. Thery have brought large experience



e
A

and long  service as thaeir giit o the College,. and
we shall miss them greatlv.

5
}Ti
=
e

EXAMINATION RESULTS (1942

S S ¢ SeRCIAL

1. Gunaratnam Luther
2. Dharmarajah 5.
3. Suguparajah N. W. G.

T

4. Mahenthiram A

5. leyasingham S D.
§, dlahesan S.

7. Theiventhiram 3.
. 8 8ri Rajaseharam S.
# O Sy Rayan T.

1. Subramaniam K.
11. Amirthalingam S

12, Supkirtharatnasingham k.
13. Ratnasabapathy P.

14, Atputharatnam V.

* 15, Rajadurai A

* 16, Balaraman S 1st Diwvision
* 17 Rasanayagam V. 1st Division
* 18 Thomas M. 1st Dhivision

16, Ganesan 3.
* 90, Sanmugznathan C. 1st Division
21, Pararajasingham N.
22 Mills 1. K
23, Sinnappapillai
24. Paranjothi C.
25, Alagaratnam K.
+ 96 Rasanayagam J. B. 1lst Division
27 Ambalavanar Nesamany
28, Elizabeth Elias-
26 Pushharanee Jeevaratnam

#  FEyempted from the London Matriculation  Exapinanion.
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INTER ARTS

:..I P’lerana Pl R‘efened

2. Sabapathippillai E, B. 1. Ayadural K.

3. Kulasegarasingham S. - 2. Navaratnarajah K.

4. Thuraisingham S. O. 3 Manickavasagar S.

5, Nagalingam R, 4 M K. Qegaaram ;

INTER SCIENCE

1. Amirtharanee Rasiah Reterred

2. Ponnampalam H. N. 1. Somanader S. O. A.

3. Shanmugarajah T. 2. Nagendram V.
GOVERNMENT CLERICAL

1. 5. Renganathan

2. K. Velliampalam

3 K. Alagaratnam

4. S. Balakrishnar

5. R. Sivasamy Iyver,

LI} HGYS' NOGTES
(Gathered by Alwmnus)
GENERAL
— My, K. Kanagaratnam, the Acting Auditor General,
has assumed duties as the Director of Subsidiary
Foodstulfls.
=My, S. Peracravar has beeni appointed Assistant
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Northern Division,
Tafina.
—-Mr. P. Sathasivam, of the General Treasury,
Colombo, has been appointed Chief Clerk, Food Par-
chase Department, Madras. '

- =My V. Nalliah, of the Chief Secretary's Ofﬁce,
‘olombo, has been transterred to the Jaffna Kachcheri
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—Mr.A. Arulpiragasam, of the Land Commissioner’s
Office, Colombo, has besn promoted to the Civil Ser.-
vice and is now attached to the General Treasury,
Colombo.

—Myr, S. A. Subramaniam, of the Labour Office,
Colombo, has been promoted to the Civil Service and
is now attached to the Mannar Kachcheri.

—Mr. K. Thillaingthan, of the 'ncome Tax De-
partment, Colombo, has been appointed Acting Assigt-
ant Assessor in the Department itself.

— My A, Pomniah, of the Audit Office, Colorbn,
bas been zppointed Acting Chief Audit Examiner.

=Dy, C. Wijgratngn is now attached to the De-
partment of Civil Defence,

~ My, E. A, Devasagayam of the Customs, Kavts,
has been transferred to Colombo.

—Mr. B M, Thevathason, of the Uistrict Courts,
Colomhbho, has been transferred to the Magistrate's
Court, Jaffna.

—Jr. N. Kandiah, of the G, P, 0. Colombo. has
been iransferred as Postmaster, Vaddukoddal

— M. C. Sithamparanathen, Co-operative [nspect-
or, Jaffna 15 now attached to the Depaitment of
Subsidiary Food Stuffs, Celombe.

-=Dy, T, Viswvelingam has been transierved to
Chavakachcheri, as Field BMedical Officer.

~—Mr., K. Rejadurai has assumed duties as apo-
thecary in the Covernment Hospital, Chavakach-
cheri,

—My. S, P. Satcunam, B. A, District Inspector,
JYaffna, has been transferred to Kaudy.

— Messrs. S. H. Perinbasnavagas, B A, and J. C

Amarasingam, B. &, have besn appointed members
of the Board of Education.
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~My. 1. C. Rajawratnaw: has been elected the
Chairman of the Board of Directors,. Jaffna College.:

—Myr. J. V. Chelliah, M. A, 1. P, has been
elected once again a member . of the Board of
Dirvectors, Jaffna College, *

—My. W. H. 7. Bartleff has been elected Vice-Pre-
sident of the Board of Directors, Jaffna College.

— My, Thampoe Buel!, J. P, has been elected
Chairman of the American Ceylon Mission.

M. A. C. Sundrampillai, B. sc., has been elect-
ed 2 member of the Executive Committee of the
Board of Directors, Jafffna College.

—-Rev, S Kulendvan, B. A, B. D, has beean re-
elected President and Executive Oificer of the
Jaffna Council of the South India United Chuch,

—Rev, T. K. Curtis of the Methodist Mission
has heen transferred from Hatton to Jaffna,

—Rev. G. M. Kanagarvatnam, Worker J. C-, S, L
U. C.. has been appointed to be in charge of the
work among the outstation members of the J, C,
S, I. U. C. in Colombo and other places.

—Dr, Cvus Edirnayagaw Lewis has been ap-
pointed Second Lieutenant of the Veterinary Ser-
vice.

— M. D. R. Devasagayai: has been appointed
Assistant Controller of Textiles.

—Myr. S. P. Rajarainam, Headmaster of Ne-
morial English School, Manipay, has been ftrans-
ferred as Headmaster of the Atchuvely English
School. =N

—Myr. C. R. Ratuasingham of the Stail of Memo-
rial English School, Manipay hag been transferred to
the Udupiddy English School.

~Mr. N, 8 Sanders, Superintendent of Excise of
Gampola, has been transferred to Anuradhapura.
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=My AR Kejanayagem. B. A, bas juined the staff
of 5t. Mary’s College, Veyangoda. ;

—Mvr. A, R E. Ruaiwiaitnem has joined the Minis-
try of the Church of Ceylon and has heen ordain-
ed a Deacon. _

t—Mr. V. G George of the C. L. 1L has beea
promoted Lieutenant,

EXAMINATION SUCCESS
Governmerd Clevical Class 11,
Messrs, N, Chelliah and J. Arigratnzm.
Closs fIF
Messrs. C. ¥ Guparatnam, K. Tharmaratnam V.
Handasamy and = O, Thuraisingham,
London B. 2,
Idessrs. 4. Gunanayagam and K. Sellathurai,
Lowdon B. sc.
flessre. N. Veerasingam and T Abraham.

¢

London Irier Awis.
Wy, G. K, C. Sundrampillai: Miss Nancy Bartlett

tiast year referred from College)
London Inier Commerce
J. A. Navaratnam Appadurai
Advocales’ Fisal
Sy, K, Jayakody.

Wedding Bells

3,

My V. Kaendaesgmy - —4lss P Vythilingam
« & Balasundevempillai — ,, G Ramalingam
w S Subrawmeitiom — ., G Sellathurai
o V. Kandiak - M. Thambipillai.
o Vo WVathilineam — . €. Kandiah
. N Advadura: — . M. Namasivayam
W B8 fevaatnam = . 1. Sinoam
= s .
Engagement

Mr. N Ehambaram ~— Miss S. Mylvaganam
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IN MEMORIAM

Mr. O, Arumugam, Shroff, National Bank,
Colombo. One of the Vice-Presidents of the
Jaffna College Alumni Association, Colombo.

—Mr. 'S, Somasundaram, retired Broker, Co-
lombo. He was at one time a valued member
of the Jaffna College Board of Directors.

—Dr. Daniel John of the Indian Military Medi-
cal Service. A great Tamil Scholar, who did
research work into antiguities.

—Mr. €. C Kanapathipillai of the Tutorial
‘Staff of Jafina College.

ALUMNI DAY 1943
JOLY 3

PLEASE KEEP THIS DATE FREE
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NOTES FROM A COLLEGE DIARY

Sunday, jan, 10,

—The Staff spends the day in a Retreat, con-
ducted by Rev. Lakdas de Mel

Monday, Jan. 11.
—College re-opens for the new vear,
—Rev. Lakdas de Mel speaks at the Morn-
ing Assembly.
Thussday, jan. 14.
—Thaipongal-Holiday.,
Sundav, jan, 17
—Rev. D. T. Niles speaks at the Vesper Ser-

o

vice.
Tuesday. jan, 26

—London Matriculation Exam, commences and
goes on till Friday. Some of the candidates heave
a sigh of relief.

Saturday, jon, 30.

—We play a practice cricket imateh against
the “Hot Shots.” The same eunds in a Graw,

g

Sundey. jan. 31.

—Rev. S. K. Bunker speaks at the Evening'
Service,
Wednesday, Feb, 2.

—The Annual General Meeting of the Y. M.

C. A takes place and Mr. 8. S, Seivadurai is unani-
mously elected President,
Saturday, Feb, 5.

—The College first Xi plavs a cricket match
against the College Inter Union, The match ends
in a draw,
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¥’if’é(ifz€sa’rzy, Feb, 10,

—Mr, S. S, Selvaduvai, the President oi the
Y. M. C. A, speaks atameeting of the “V.”
Friday, Feb, 12,

~—Mr., K. Somasundaram. the Chief Scout Com-
missioner of Ceylon, visits the College and he is
very much impressed by the upkeer of the Troop
Room.
Seturday, Feb. 13,

—The day-scholars play a cricket match against
the boarders. The match ends in 2 draw
Sunndav, Feb, 14,

—Mr. A, M. Brodie speaks at the Veasper Ser _
vice,
Wednesday, Feb. 17,

—At a meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Mr. P
C. Gaussen, Vice-Principal, St. John's College and Fre-
sident of the J. 1. C. C. F. speaks on “Accident of
Birth.”
Thursday, Feb, 18.

~Sextant break. Boarders gc home to ‘make
up for the starvation undergone by them during the
past few weeks.

Fiiday Feb. 19
—Sextant holiday.
Sat urday, Feb. 20.

—The Jr. Inter Hostellers shift to their new
quarters, the room adjoining the Tuck shop, to en-
able the Sr. Inters to confine themselves to the Col-
lege campus,

Monday, Feb. 22,

—The arrival of the London Inter Science re.
sults causes much excitement. The results are 2
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passed and 2 referred out of & Congratulations to
the successful candidates
Wednesday, Feb. 24. ‘ :

—At a meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Miss G.
L.ee, a member of the Staff of the Pandaterrappu
Girls' Schoot, speaiks on “The Poetry of }esus."_ =
Thursday, Feb Z5. : '

—'I‘he resuits of the Senior (special] exam. nud
in December 1942 arrive. 29 pass out of 44, with 3 first
divicions. 9 ave exempted from the London Matricula-
tion examination. Congratulations.

Friday, Feb. 26.

—The Annual Prize-giving takes place. The
Chief Speaker is Rev. Father Peter A. Pillai, Prin-
cipal of St. Joseph's College, Colombo, Mrs. Bun-
ker distributes the prizes ;

—~Priot to the Prize-giving the lcache' Round
Table entertains Father Peter Pillai at tea.

_ He addresses the Round Table on “Some Social
Problems ™.
Saturday, Feb 27. ;

—Qur under 13 cricket XI plays & match
against Union College XI The match ends in a
victory for the College XI, ‘
Sunday, Feb. 28,

—Mr. E. J. Jeevaratnam Niles hq:;eaiw at the Ves-
per Service,

Monday, March 1.

—Holiday on account of the Prize-giving.
Wednesday, March 3.

—At a meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Mr. C
R. Wadsworth speaks on “The Christian and the Babie,”
Saturday, Mavch 6

—Cricket match St John's College \" Jatina
College, The ‘match ends in a draw. e el B



Meonday, Mavch 3

—The Lomdon oter  Arts  vesults  as 5
passed and 4 referred our of 11 Coneratulations.
Thursday, March 175.

—Mr. K. E, Mathuaparansor speaks on Cew

-

dar a7 at a meeking of the Y. M. C. Al
Saturday, Mareh 13 o

—The Apnual Ceb Rally 1z held i the (g
Park, Jaffna, Some of our Cubs  attend che Rally
and they are nlaced second. in the wariouz compe-
titions, Well done. little ones. ;

—Towards the evening we are very mauch
grieved by the shocking news of the uniimely death
of Selvadurai Rajaratnam, a member of the London
Matric Class. We extend our svmpathies to the
bereaved parents and brothers, He was a gen-
tleman in the true sense of cthe word. '

1

L R ——

Sunday, March 14.

—Mr. J. C, Amatasingham spealcs ut e Bven.
ing Service. -
Monday, Maich, 15 !

—At the Morning Assembly the Principal an.-
nounces the sad news of the death of Selvadurai
Rajaratnam. The whole school stapds up and
observes two minutes silence as s mark of res.
pect for him. TS et

~ =The lnter-House  volleyball competitions
commence with great enthusiasm. The Hastings F]Imge
gives clo-aeflght tw the Hitchcock Hr:m%e
Thursday, March 18. ]

—The College Academy plays o Iriendly foot-
ball match with the St Patrick’'s College Inter Union,
The match ends in a victory to St Patrick’s by two
goals to one, Later the wisitors are enfertained at a
variety entertainment.
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Satm day, Mrzre: h 20,

Lucket “match agam%t St Johns Loﬂeg‘, Ne
miss a victory by 18 rans. The match ends in a
draw in our favour.

Monday March; 22.
—Rev. McFarlen Harley, Senior Chaplain of the R
A F., addresses the mmnmg Assembly on Hvznﬂ
Sunday, Mmch 28.
—Rev, S. K, Bunker, speaks at the \e~mr-
Tuesdav, Ma:r's.fa 30,
—Term Exams. commence.

Thursday, April I

—We hear the sad news about the decth of
Mr. C. C. Kanapathipiilai, a member of the
College - Staff. The Principal addresses the mori-
ing assembly on his death. The College 1s closed
as a mark of respect 1o him. '

Saturday, April 3
College closes for the I:,aste1 vacation,
C, S. N,

We are very much obliged to Dr. A, Chitham-
baranatha Chettiar, M. A Ph. D, of the Aunnamalai
University for his article aypearing in this number,
Qur thanks to him, We look forward ts having
more articles from his pen inj future; numbers. g Ed.
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