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EDITORIAL XNOTES
The Cevion Universily.

The establishment of a University in Ceylon has
been a tantalizing vision for so long that even now.
when we seem at long last to be within measurable
distance of seeing it a reality, we dare not be too
hopeful. But thanks to the war and Dr. Jennings it
seems that we are going to have a University this
time.

One of the points, that Dr. Jennings has quite
properly made much of, is that the Ceylon Univer-
sity should be an autonomous University. Academic
freedom is the sole condition on which a university
can fruitfully perform its function. The quest of
truth is a university’s mission and in order faithfully
to perform this mission, the University must as far
as possible be free of official control by Government
and other vested interests. Those who are engaged
in seeking Truth and in disseminating it should be
left {ree to pursue their vocation without even being
forced to consider whether the conclusions, they
have honestly come to, will be acceptable to this
body or that person.

So far as we know, even philosophers whose
avowed aim is to discover Truth are not agreed on
a definition of Truth. So we shall not venture on
a definition ourselves. But in the present context,
our position is simply that when a competent stu-
dent, after honest and patient search, comes to a
conclusion, he should be free to proclaim it,



2

Ignoring for the moment revealed truth, which
by its nature bases 113 claim to acceptance not on
man’s rational apprehension, but rather on the sup-
ernatural spurce whencs it comes, man’s discovery
of Truth althrough history has been made possible
only through this freedom to proclaim whatever any-
one believed was true. Even an error is discovered
to be an error only when one man is allowzd to pro-
claim the error and another to espose it

In the nataral sciences, in philosophy, in the
social seiences., in every branch of knowledge that
must justify its conclusions to human 1eason, the
human race has progressed only because freedom of
thonght and spesech has been available to man
varying degrees.

We know that today, 1n many influential circles.
Reason is openly disparaged. In Theglogy, Psychology,
Politics and Economics, there are wvery powerful
schoois of thought that teach a deterministic doc-
trine. If of course our actions are predetermined by
forces not within human control, reason and rational
living are a myth and a delusion. But the strangest
part of the whole story is that these wvery people
who disparage reason and deny its walidity, them-
selves, indulge in arguments to prove that nothing
can ever be proved and shew reasons why reason
does not exist. But to those who believe in reason
and regard reasonableness as the guarantee of the
good life for man and society, intellectual freedom—
freedom of thought and freedom of speech — is the
foundation cf every other freedom, for., without the
right to discuss and doubt, political and social free-
dom cannot be.

If our land is to evolve into a free nation, not
merely in respect of political sovereignty, but also
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in regard to the temper and tone of its citizens —
that is to say, if it should have citizens devoted to
their freedom and tenaciously clinging to their con-
victions, but respecting other people’s freedom and
other people’s convictions — our University must pro-
vide the conditions where such an attitude of mind
can be easily acquired. This it can do, only if it is
itself free of tos much official control. This free-
dom which we have been at some pains to clarify
was admirably defined by Voltaire in a letter he
wrote to Rousseau: “I loathe what you say and dis-
agree with all of it; but T will fightto the death for
vour right to say it.”

The Lale Revd. Francis Kingsbury.

All who knew Revd. Kingsbury intimately must be
aware of a profound emptiness somewhere in their
lives, now that.he is no more. Mr. Kingshury was
not an alumnus of our College, but being the son
of Mr. C. W. Thamotherampillay, one of the most dis.
tinguished graduates of the old Seminary, he regard-
ed himself as in some way bound to Jafina College,
Whenever the editors of this magazine approached
him for a contribution, he was very ready to oblige
them. In his death we have lost one on whose will-
ing help we could always count; but that is the
least part of the sorrow we feel over his death.

One who held truth above every thing else and
suffered tribulation cheerfully whenever his passion
for truth exposed him to persecution, one who loved
Tamil with all his heart, one that prized accurate
scholarship above most things; and above all else
one who gave his knowledge freely to 2il who asked
for it: sucha man was Mr. Kingsbury. The present
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weriter enjoyed Mr. Kingsbury's iriendship for many
vears and feels that any tribute to his memory will be
inadequate if it did not contain at least a passing
veference to the dear old gentleman’s child-like hu-
mour and passion for fun and frolic, A grave error
and a serious injustice it would be to Mr. Kingsbury’s
memory if we should give to our readers the im-
- pression that Mr. Kingsbury was a pompous and ped-
antic scholar who lacked humour and a sane sense
of values. Scholar though he was, he did not allow
his scholarship to degenerate into a monomania, His
most scholarly discourses were always spiced with
humourous anecdotes and interludes.

During the last years of his life, Mr. Xings-
bury turned his attention to the creation of some
works in Tamil prose. He has retold in chaste
Tamil the stories of the Ramayana, the Mahabarata
and the Gospels. One of Mr. Kingsbury's pet
aversions was the introduction of the miraculous into
the historical. From all these three books Mr-
Kingsbury has excluded from the story whatever
details he regards as incredible with the result that
to those who are familiar with the original versions
of the Ramayana, the Mahabaratha and the Gospel
narrative, Mr. Kingshury’s books would seem to have
very little connection with their avowed sources:
but there are original merits in these books that
make it worth one’s while to read them. The grace-
ful Tamil style, intelligible to the least learned but
reminiscent of Tamil and English classics, and there-
fore pleasing to the learned, is among the chief
merits of these books. The narrative skill which Mr.
Kingsbury employs is something new in Tamil prose
literature. We can commend them whole-heartedly
to all lovers of Tamil who are looking for a Tamil
literature which i8 new, but carries memories of
‘the old.
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Perhaps the highest compliment that we can pay
to M;i. Kingsbury is that he was one of the few
old men of our acquaintance whose company and
friendship the young always sought eagerly. Mr.
Kingsbury had many men of his age as his friends
but those who miss him most are the many young
men and women from University College and else-
where in whom he stimulated a passion for Tamil
learning and honest thinking.

A Good Year.

Dr. Jennings has poured censure after censure
upon teachers and parents in Ceylon for attaching
undue importance to results; but as long as a
school is judged on this quantitative basis, results
must continue to play a large role in a school’s life.
At Prize functions it is examination results that
occupy pride of place. The Principal, who in his
report deplores this unwholesome tendency to exag
gerate the value of examination results, neverthe-
less makes it a point to publish the school’s achieve-
ments in examinations ; the distinguished visitor, who
rains platitudes on character-building and disparages
the worship of results, is privately impressed by the
array of tigures presented by the Principal; his
wife, who gives away the prizes, also congratulates
the Principal on the splendid results of the school.
If results are bad, the Principal wisely glosses over
the figures and drops a hint that, if some teachers
had heen more diligent, the results might have been
better.

When this attitude is so strongly in evidence in
the educational activity of the island, why blame the
poor teacher for doing what is expected of him 2
Parents, pupils. the public, all want results, and the
teachers go all out to produce them. But poor souls
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They are not always succe:-:sful for there are other
parties to this bargain.

Since schools are judged by their results we
see 0o cause to be ashamed of our good results
this yeat. In the Intermediate in Arts Examination
we pessed ten out of fourteen in addition to two
who were referred each in a subject- 'In the Inter-
mediate in Science we passed 4 out of 6: three
out of the five studentships offered on the results
of the University Entrance Examination were annexed
‘by our students. Our latest triumph was in the
January Matriculation Examination where 24 out of
Z8 passed the examination and one was referred.’
These examination successes have come to us in a
year when in the field of sports too we achieved
an outstanding triumph, by securing the Inter-colle.
giate Championship in Cricket. Such things do not
happen every day and we have seen fit to blow our
own trumpet, for we are afraid no one will blow
it so enthusiastically or so effectively as we.
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THE ROMANCE OF CREATION BY
EVOLUTION

By Dr. (Miss) E. M. THILLATAMPALAM

A general review of plants and animals shows
us a great deal of diversity as well as an underly-
ing uniformity in all forms of life All pianis and
animals begin their lite as a single cell and gradu-
ally develop from asimple shapeless mass to a com-
plex organism. Organic evolution teaches us that ani-
mals and plants are subject to changes whereby one
form gives rise to another. All the present animals
and plants are lineal descendauts of simpler forms
of the past f

Whan in the course of ages the earth was fit
for the existence of life as we know it, out of sim-
ple beginnings there came into existence all the
forms of life we see today, as well as many that
existed in the past and have left their fossils be-
hind in the rocks. All biologists accept the following
facissof evolution, though they may differ in opinion
with regard to the methods of evolution.

Anatomical Evidence: All animals can be clussified ac-
cording to their resemblances and differences. Animals
with a back bone show certain common characieristics,
becaunse in the past they must have had a common
origin All these can be placed in definite classes
such as Fishes, Amphibia, Reptiles, Birds and Mam-
mals.

2. Ingeymediate forms: The presence of forms that
connect distinct classes is a definitz - proot of evo-
Jution. Reptiles and Mammals as they exist today are
two distinct classes, each having well-marked characteris-
tics, so that no one will mistake a lizard for a
squirrel. Tet we find a few forms in Australia—
the home of living fossils —known as the Duck billsd
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mole and the spiny ant eater. These animals re-
semble mammals in suckling their young and in
possessing hairs on their bodies, but they resemble
the reptiles in that they lay large eggs and have
many other characters that are peculiar to reptiles.
Such animals are the relics of the past indicating
the lines along which the higher forms have pro-
gressed, in their onward march of evolution.

3. A common structure is met with running
through a whole series of forms, Our hands have
five fingers but, if you examine other back-boned
animals, you will find the amazing fact that the
wing of the fowl, the flipper of the whale, the foot
of the horse and the hand of man are built on the
same architectural plan.

4. Vestigial Organs. What is functionally active
m one animal is found as a useless structure in
other animals. In man there are many such vesti-
gial structures. The Coccyx at the end of the Verti-
bral column represents a reduced tail, very often
accompanied by muscles used for wagging the tai]
in other animals. The hair on the chest represents
a complete hairy coat, and the external ear has
movable muscles as in other animals which mave
their ears up and down. The appendix which is a
source of annoyance to many is also a vestigial
structure which was probably useful, when man
roamed in the primeval jungle and was used to
a pure vegetarian diet.

Embryological Evidence.

Every individual starts life as a single cell
and passes through stages that are reminiscent of
its ancestral history. Thus man during his dewelop-
ment is at first an amoeba, then a hydra, then a
worm, a fish, reptile and finally takes on human
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form. These are staggering revelations and yet an
expert embryologist once had embryos of a fish:
bird, pig and man in different bottles showing the
early stages and failed to label thein; later he was
unable to pick out the different emhryos by their
external characters.

Evidence from rocks:

If evolution has taken place, we ought to be
able to find in the rocks a series of animal and plant
remains representing some of the stages in the evo-
lution of the highest forms from the Iowest ones.
The record of the past in the rocks 1is very im-
perfect but has revealed some amazing facts:

1. As one proceeds from the oldest to the most
recent rock strata, a scries of forms of increasing
complexity is apparent. The earliest rocks show
the simplest forms, the latest the most com-
plex. This fact indicates that the more com-
plex forms have evolved from the simpler
forms.

2. It 18 possible to trace the changes in structure
in a single kind of animal from the simpler
fossils in the earlier rocks through more speci-
alised fossils in later rocks to the present
day forms. We have a long line of evolution
ot the horse, camel, elephant and whale. There
is a striking improvement in the running powers
of the horse family during its evolution.

5. Evolution of Man. The final changes which
led: to man’s evolution seem to have been primarily
brain changes. The first divergence of the future
human stock from ordinary land mammals came
when some animal took to living in trees. This de-
veloped accurate vision and movements which had
to be complicated and accurate if the creature was
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not to full and lose its life, In the trees there will
be a chance to handle objects and check the results
by careful examination with the eyes, and this
eventually led to the development of a true band
and to the manual skill of human beings.

Later homo sapiens himself developed in some
temperate treeless region where he was forced out
of the easy retreat afforded by trees, and was com-
pelled to develop skill, fore-sight and reasoning power
to cope with animals that were his enemies. Pre-
historic man ig known chiefly by the stone implements
which he has left behind. Only about ten thou-
~sand wyears ago did he discover the use of metals
or the methods of agriculture,

The most important development in later stages
was the power of learning by experience. But to
learn by experience the vouth of the species must be
protected and sheltered. This led to the develop-
ment of parental care of the voung over long periods
after birth and the co-operation of male and female
in these duties. Out of this evolved the family and
communicdation by speech through which alone orga-
nized society became possible with the individuals
possessing skill, self-reliance, co-operation and curiostty,
which is the basis of organised knowledge.

We must never forget the fact that man is
biologically a very voung creature, He has been in
existence only a million vears which is but a tick
in the clock of time in which the other animals like
the amoeba have persisted. There is no reason to
suppose that the evolution of man is at an end.
However, there is one great difference between man
and all other animals, for them evolution  must
always be a blind force, of which they are quite
unconscious; whereas man has, in some measure,
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the possibility of consciously controlling his evolu-
tion according to his wishes.

The future line of evolution of man will depend
on the emphasis society lays on physical, mental,
mechanical or spiritual development.

GAJ ABAIYU ¥ AND IS TINES
BY DR. 5, C. PATL

Myth, Jegend and tradition have severally com-
bined to throw a glamour of romance and mystery
on the life and exploits of King Gajabahu 1. No
other Sinhalese monarch had left a permanent hold
on the people of this country as he did, . For over
a thousand and seven hundred years, the institutions
and festivals he established have flourished with un-
diminished enthusiasm to this day. In ballad, song,
and story, his deeds have been praised so highly
that they rival the mythical achievements of the heroes
of the Ramayana and the Mahabbarata. The an-
nual perahera at Kandy which is celebrated vearly
- with such glitter and splendour was a festival esta-
blished by him on his return trom a visit to South-
ern India.’ The chief place in the procession was
accorded to a Hindu goddess Pattini, whose symbols
of worship, the anklets, headed the procession until
the reign of Kirti Singha Raja of Kandy. This king
had invited the Siamsse Buddhist clergy to restore
the Upasanmipada ordination and they were made to
understand that Buddhism was the established reli-
gion of the country. When on their arrival, = they
witnessed the perahera and found that it was nothing

1. Sketches of Ceylon History Arunachalam P. 21.22
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but an unvarnished Hindu festival. they remonstrated
with the kirg, To appease them, he ordered that
the tooth relic should head the procession, and made
it appear that the perahera was intended to glorify
the Buddha. In India, the land of its birth, Pattini
worship has totally disappeared, and today there is
not a single temple dedicated to her there. Even
the memory of her name has completely vanished.
And yet, in Ceylon, her worship has found a fruit-
ful soil. There are even now many temples conse-
crated to her, both among the Buddhists and the Hindus.
No oath is more dreaded by a Sinhalese villager as
the one taken before her altar. In Sinhalese districts:
.cases that come before the courts are sometimes
settled if one of the parties would swear an oath
before her altar? The Sinhalese national game, called
“ankeliva” or horn pulling, was instituted by Gaja-
bahu in honour of this goddess. It is on occasions
of infectious diseases, this game is conducted in the
presence of a large crowd of spectators, and it con=
cludes with a torch-light procession through the
infected villages. Festivals in her honour are believed
to dispel all infectious diseases. In former times,
the enthusiasm between the rival parties ran to such
a pitch of excitement, merriment and riotous excess
that the kings had to interfere and forbid the cele-
bration.!

On his return from India, Gajabahu is said to
have brought back with him . the Ceylonese captives
who had been taken to work on the Kaveri scheme
by a Chola king in a previous reign. From the
circumstance that he settled these people in different
districts, according to the number of families so
settled, the districts acquired names which expressed

2. Sketches of Ceylon History by Arunachalam P, 21-22,
1 Ibid.
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the number of families so settled. Thus Hewahetta
was so called because of sixty families settled there.
Thumpane had one hundred @ families, Harispattu
four hundred families. Panespattu five hundred fa-
milies and Matale many a multitude. In Coorooratte,
the elephant country, he settled families of Indian
descent. This district extends from Negombo to
Puttzlam. and came to he known as Alutkuru Korale.

He is perhaps the only Sinhalese king who is
mentioned by name by any of the early Indian
writers. The Silappadikaram said to be a work writ-
ten during the reign of the Chera king Senkuttuvan,
and who was a contemporary of Gajabashu, refers
to him by name, as being present by special invit-
ation at the inauguration ceremony of the Pattini
temple built in the Chera capital® The uncertain
chronology of Southern India was solved and put
on a firm basis from this reference to Gajabahu.
It was the late Mr. P. Coomaraswamy who first
drew the attention of the South Indian historians
to the fixing of the sangam age from Gajabahu’s
visit.

It is very strange that the earlier chronicles of
Ceylon, like the Dipawansa and the Mahwansa which
were written within three centuries of Gajabahu, give
only a very brief account of his reign. The Dipawansa
devotes only five lines to him, mentioning the cons-
tructicn of a tank, an arama and a thupa, as the
outstanding features of his reign. The Mahawansa
vouchsafes no further information except that in the
latter part of his reign he constructed, in addition,
a hall and a wvihara. According to Wijasinghe’s
edition of the Mahawansa he reigned only 12 years,
while the Dipawansa and all other works give him

2. Silappadikaram XXVIL 129.130,
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a regnal period of 22 years. In neither of these two
earlier chronicles is there a mention of any deeds
of valour or of victories gained by an invasion of
South India. And yet works of a much later date
like the Pujawallia, Rajawallia, and Rajaratnacara,
portray him as one of the greatest kings Cevlon
ever had, and attribute to him most marvellous
deeds and a bloodless victory. by which he was
able to bring back the 12000 men who had been
taken captives by a Chola king in his father's reign,
The wailing and lamentations of a lone widow for
her children in the iddle of the night attracted
the attention of ths king as he walked round the
streets of his capital. He caused a chalk mark to
be put on the door of her house. On the morning
of the next day he called his adigars and observed
that there was weeping in the city and demanded
to know the cause of it. To which the adigars re-
plied, that there was peace and tranquility in the
city and that everything was in proper order, so
much so, that it resembled the feast chamber of
god Sakra in his celestial city. The king got angry
at his reply, and he sent for the woman whose
door he had marked the previous night, and inquired
as to the cause of her weeping. She replied thatin
the time of the king’s father a chola king invaded
the island, and carried away 12,000 persons
among whom there were two of her sons. The Kking,
moved with anger that his royal father should have
permitted such an outrage, decided to declare war
against the Chola king, He proceeded to Jaffnapatam
accompanied by his trusted giant Nielaw, and crossed
over to the Chola country, and mounting the throne
of the Chola king terrified him with singular deeds
of valour, His attendant killed the elephants of the
city by dashing their heads together. The terror

stricken Chola king inquired from Gajabahu as to
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whether his object was to desiroy his country. The
king replied that he came alons, without an army
accompanied only by his attendant and his object
was to take back the 12,000 prisioners. The Chola
king, seeing that there was no army behind Gaja-
bahu, became bold and replied, “We whose Kkings
formerly vanquished the Asuras cannof think of
giving thee the people who were hrought away as
captives.” The king of Ceylon became angry at
this reply and said that unless all the Ceylon cap-
tives were returned and an equal number of Chola
families were given to him as prisoners, he would
destroy the city and reduce it to ashes. Thereupon he
took a handfull of dry sand and squeezing it, caused
drops of water to fall; and calling for his heavy
iron rod, twisted it so that drops of water fell from
it. These acts struck terror in the heart of the
Cholian king and he allowed the king of Ceylon not
only to take away the 12,000 captives but also an
equal number of Cholian families. He hrought with
him the foot ornaments of Pattini Devi, the arms of
the four gods, and the pattryadatoo, which had been
carried away in the time of a former king. The
Cevlon captives were given back their ancient poss®
essions, and the Indians were settled in Coorocoratta.
Such is the account given in the Rajawallia. This
is a fuller and more detailed account than given in
other books. There are a very few variations of the
story in the accounts as related by other writers.
The Pujawalla which was composed sometime after
1309, and therefore earlier than the Rajawallia, states
that the families were sent from Lanka to work on
the building of the Kaveri embankments, and  not

as captives; that Gajabahu with hig warriors crossed
the sea without wetting their feet after dividing the
waters by siriking the sea with his iron mace; and
that he brought back the Ceylon families with an



16

equal number of Malabar people after displaving his
power; that he made a law that from henceforth
the inhabitants of Lanka should not go to work on
the Kaveri. and placed guards around the coast,
issuing a proclamation throughout Lanka by beat
of tom-ttom; and that he celebrated his triumph
and performed many meritorious deeds, The Raja-
ratnakaraya practically repeats the Rajawallia ac-
count, but omits the issue of the proclamation
and the celebration of his truimph: but adds
information  that he discoverd some of the
bones of the Buddha, and his drinking cup which
had been carried away in former times by a Mala-
bar king. and these he brought away with him.
According to popular songs and ballads Gajabahu is
said to have enjoined a yearly festival during the
Esala (July to August) month to celebrate his truimph.
The Gajabakathawa and Gajapuwata state that the
king brought with him the golden ankiets of Pattini,
the Tamil and Grantha books of songs used in
Pattini  worship; and that the king ordered the
repeating of Buddhists verses (priti) three times a
week ,and once a week the story of Pattini in Tamil
verse. Pattini Pidima states that the verses existed in
Tamil in the Kannura Katha and that the Sinhalese
version was made according to the narrative given in
it. The Salamba Kathawa contains verses wherein a
number of Tamil phrases and words are used Gaja-
bahu Kathawa mentions that king Gajabahu I brought
to Ceylon from Soli or Chola country the anklets of
Pattini and the books connected with Pattini
worship! These references from the above mentioned
books support the Silappadikaram version of Gajabahu’s
visit. A variant account of Kannakai, who was subse-
quently worshipped as Pattini, is contained in the
Vesa Medima (Troubles of a harlot,)

i. Ceylon Antiguary Vol. 1 Para 1. P. 127.
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Although for well nigh over one thousand seven
hundred years the institutions established by Gaja-
bahu have been faithfully carried and observed to this
day, and the worship of Pattini has taken a strong
and enduring hold on the minds of the Sinhalese
villager. who though a professed Buddhist yet
performs Hindu vites and ceremonies in the worship
of Pattini, yet the more reliable chronicles of
Ceylon. composed within two centuries of Gajabahu I,
and older by ten centuries than the latter compila-
tions, do not mention a word about these marvel-
lous deeds of lus, nor about the introduction of
Pattini worship by him. If these later -accounts are
true that Gajabahu so terrorised the Chola king, who
according to all accounts was in the zenith of his
nower, enjoying a treaty alliance with the KRoman
Empire, and that he brought back the 12,000
Ceylon captives with an equal number of Malabar
prisoners single handed, he outrivals in glory the
exploits of Duttugemunu and Parakramabahu the
Great. Where several pages have been devoted to
what would appear to bz humbler achievements of
these kings compared to the exploits of Gajabahu,
vet he is dismissed with a few lines Could it be
conceived that a king, if he had relrieved an insult
to the national honour by gaining single-handed a
victory over a great and mighty monarch of the
time, would receive such scant attention from
historians of that age. Some present day historians
speak of Gajabahu as having avenged the insult that
had been offered to the Sinhalese people (Donald
Obeyasckera)! of having rolled back the tide of
invasion into South India® (Sir P. Arunachalam.}
Codrington in his Short History of Ceylon remarks that
the monotony of piety and murder of the previous
" 1. Sketches of Ceylon History Obeyasekere P, 27.
2. Sketches of Ceylon History Arunachalam P. Z1.

L]
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reigns was broken hy Gajabahu, a king of little
account i the older chronicles but who had attained
a certain fame in popular legend.”

Blaze in his History of Ceylon says that Gaja-
bahu avenged this outrage by crossing over to India
with an army. plundered the Chola country and
brought back not only the Sinhalese who had been
taken away but also the same number of Cholians.!
It is remarkable that historians speak of events of
doubtful occcurrence with a certain assurance. Dr.
Mendis alone gives a guarded opinion that ‘later
legends without sufficient reason represent him as
one. who invaded lndia and brought back a large
number of captives to the island®” But curiously
enough he makes out that Karikalan, the Chola king,
who invaded Ceylon and carried away 12,000 captives
to work on the Kaveri bund, lived in the heginning
of the fifth century, while his grandson Senkut-
vuvan, the famous Chera king, is relegated to the
sixth century. He further states that the reference
to Gajabahu in Silappadikaram is a wrong identifica-
tion with Gajabahu I of Ceylon, and because there
is no reference in Indian lhiterature to Karikalan
having taken slaves from Ceylon to work on the Kaveri
embankments he doubts the accuracy of these state-
ments

While it i1s very nexplicable that the chief chro-
nicles are silent both on the invasion of South India,
and the spoils of victory brought by Gajabahu, and
of the establishment of the yearly festival to cele-
brate the triumph, yet we are aware that the annual
perahera at Kandy is a perpetuation of the festival

3. Cudrington History of Ceylon P, 28.
History of Cevlon by Blaze P. 38,
Early History of Ceyvlon by Mendis P, 30.
hid P oal;

S
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instituted by this king., and that the Pattini worship
he introduced is still a living faith anong the people
of Ceylon both Buddhists and Hindus, while it has
completely disappeared from the land of its birth.

I propose, therefore, to re-examine the facts known
about Gajabahu and the period in which he lived
not only from Sinhalese records but also from other
sources.

Silappadikaram is a Tamil Sangam work written
in the second century by one Illango Adikal, the
younger brother of the Chera king Senkuttuvan, who
was 'a contemporary of Gajabahu 1. This is the
only Indian work which mentions a Sinhalese king
by name. [t states that “Gajabahu of sea-skirt Lanka”
was invited along with other kings to be present
at the inauguration ceremony of the Pattini temple
which Senkuttuvan had built, and also to witness .
the magnificent sacrifice known as “Rajasuya” where-
by his soul would be blessed in its future births/
Gajabahu worshipped Pattini Devi and prayed to her
“to appear and grant his prayer at the sacrifice
performed on that day.” In answer to that prayer
there arose a voice saying that his prayer was
granted.* “Hearing of the prosperity of other coun-
tries by the inauguration of the worship of Pattini
Devi, Gajabahu of seaskirt Lanka first erected zliars
for the performance of daily sacrifice to the goddess
and then built temples and carried on festivals in
her honour with procession along the streets of
his city on Mondays in the month of Adi (July- August),
in the belief that she would dispel all ills and grant
all prayers. Consequently seasonable rains fell and
the land became prospercus by unfailing and abund.-
ant rains”? It should be noted that the author was

1 Silappadikaram XXVIIL 122130, 7

5 Thid Canto XXX, 160-154.

3 Ibid Uraiperuttural 3,
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careful to mention that Gajabahu was the king of
sea skirt Lanka as distinguished from other Lankas.
This was mentioned for a very good reason as there
were other Lankas on the continent of India, s¢
that Gajabahu of sea-skirt Lanka may not. be mis
taken for those of Continental India. There were at
least three provinces on the east coast of India,.
which were called Lankas, or by contradistinction
Mahalanka, Mavilanka or Malanga. Thus the dis-
tricts of Aruvanadu and north Aruva watered by the
South Pennar and Palar rivers, and whose capital
was Kanchipuram. the modern Conjeeveram, was
known as Mavilankai. This country was so named
because its natural products were similar to those
of Ceylon. In Yules' map, Malanga is placed at
Krishnapatam a little south of the north Pennar .
_river. Cunningham locates Malanga near the mouth
of the Godaveri.

This belief that Pattini Devi possessed the power
of averting evils and pestilence was based on the
result achieved by the Pandyan king, Verivel-Chelian,
“Trom the day when the hushand of Pattini was
beheaded there was no rain in the Pandyan kingdom
and there was famine, fever, and smallpox in the
land. The Pandyan king, believing that these mis-
fortunes came on as the result of Pattini's curse.
sacrificed one thousand goldsmiths at her altar, and
performed festivals in her honour. Copious rains are
said to have fallen, and famine and pestilence dis-
appeared from the kingdom. Having heard of this.
Kosar, king of Kongu, Gajabahu, king of Lanka and
Perumkilli, king of the Cholas, erected temples and
performed festivals in her honour, and their king-
.cdoms were blest with never failing rains and abun-
dant crops.”!

1 Tamils 1000 vears age by Kanagasabai P. 16.
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The mention of Gajabahu as having been present
4t the consecration of Pattini temple at Senkuttu-
van’s capital occurs in the body of the work Silapp-
adikaram, while the fact of his building temples to
her in Lanka and instituting festivals in her honour
are recited in the prologue to the work. This is a
definite proot that the body of the work was com-
pleted soon after Gajabahu’s visit, and that the pro-
logue was added after he had constructed the tem-
ples in Lanka. Perumkilli’s account of building tem-
ples in the Chola country also occurs in the prologue
and ¢ therefore the statement that Gajabahu took
away the foot ornaments of Pattini Devi from the
Chola King as spoils of victory has no foundation.
The arms of the four gods cannot also be considered
spoils of victory, asit is a well known fact that tem-
ples in South India have the head and the arms of
the idol made in gold, while the trunk and the legs
are covered with vestments. The gods of each tem-
ple are different. The mention of the arms of the
four gods of the Sinnhalese dewala, therefore, suggests
that Gajabahu having seen how the idols in India
were constructed, had the arms of the four gods of
his country’s dewalas in gold.

The connected works Silanpadikaram and Mani-
mekalai were written by two friends, the first hy
Prince Ilango Adikal, the younger brother of King
Senkuttuvan, and the other by Sattan, one of the
49 members of the Tamil Sangam. The subject
matter of the two works is one continuous story,
and may really be considered as a twin epic.! The
historical and geographical details in these two works
so closely agree not only among themselves but also
with other sangam works. These works have only
been recently discovered. Of these Purananuru, a

1. Manimekalai by Krishnaswamy lyengar introduction P. XVIL
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collection of 400 lyrics by as many as 160 different
poets, and Pattiripattu a collection of ten poems,
each coosisting of a decade of lyrics are the most
important, They are the oldest South Indian sources
from which materials can be gleaned for South
Indian history, as they are antecedent to all dated
inscriptions. Free from exaggerated artificiality charac-
teristic of later poetry, and natural and direct both
in sentiment and language, and written by poets who
were contemporary with the kings about whom they
compesed these verses, they form valuable sources
for purposes of history.® The Puranannuru is con-
cerned with external relations of the kings embrac-
ing war and politics, while Pattiripattu deals with
the achievements and merits of each separate king.
Works like the Aganannuru and Narinai deal with
the love affairs of the kings of the period. and
afford some help in historical research. The works
of the sangam period 2re contemporary documents
of the kings of whom they write, and are therefore
sources of authentic history, Silappadikaram, also a
sangam work, is the first regular epic in Tamil
and furnishes information of the early Chera prince,
and the hero of the epic is his own brother, the
Chera king Senkuttuvan. The evidences from these
sangam works make out that it was the golden age
of the South Indian Kings as well as of its litera-
ture, and that these kings, defeating the Lkings of
the north, carried their victorious arms to the Hima-
fayas and imprinted their crests on that mountain
range. They further achieved naval successes by which
they defeated the pirates that infested the sea routes-
along which foreign commerce was carried. They
also mention the treaties of alliance with neighbouring
kings and with the powerful Roman Eniperors.

(To be continued)

2, Chera Kings of the Sangam period by Sesha Aivar P-1.
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MY VISIT T CEVYLON
By Dr, EDDIE ASIRVATHAM, M. A, PH. D.

It is my good fortune to have spent a month
in Ceylon recently, touring about and lecturing under

%, 52

the auspices of the Christian Youth Movement.

When I set toot on Ceylon, the first thing that
struck me was the natural beauty and luxuriant
growth of the country. I have travelled far and
wide both in India and outside, but I do not know
whether there is any other country in the world
where so much of exquisite beauty is packed in so
limited a space. Ceylon is certainly a brilliant gem
set in mid ocean.

Not only is nature profuse in Ceylon, but it is
far from monotonous. Along the coast and some-
times even in the interior Isaw miles and miles of
stately coconut trees shooting up into the sky and
providing a living to thousands of people. Elsewhere
I saw wvast estates of tea and rubber and stretches
of ‘cocoa, not to mention the thick forests in the
dry zone,

Coming from South India it struck me that
nature’s gifts in Ceylon were not being fully utilised,
Although the staple food of tha Ceylonese is rice, I
was surpised to tind that there was not much rice
cultivation. It is true that I saw patches of rice
here and there, especially in the valleys, but it was
nothing like the miles and miles of paddy crop which
meet the eve as one travels about in some of the
well-watered districts of South India and along the
east coast of the peninsula. There was likewise a
dearth of cotton and other such crops on which
people depend for feeding and clothing themselves.
Ceylon in the past has gone in so much for the
raising of commercial crops and so liftle for the
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production of food crops that her agricaltural
economy today is lopsided. I was happy to be told
by the Minister of Agriculture of the sustained
efforts he is making in reviving agriculture. in en-
couraging cattle and sheep breeding, and in reno-
vating tanks which have become silted up through
long years of disuse.

In a country like Ceylon, where bamboo and
various kinds of fibrous growth are found in abun-
dance, it was surprising to find that little or no
paper was being manufactured there. While no
country can expect to become completely self-suffi-
cing in producing all the needs of its population, its
first duty is to produce those creps and . industrial
products which it can best produce for the direct
consumption of its owh people. No stable economy
can be built on tea and rubber alone. It is time
that Ceylon thought seriously along the lines of a
genuine Swadeshi movement which, while meeting
the economic needs of the people with the capital
and efforts of the people themselves, will at the
same time make for a just distribution of the wealth
of the country.

The roads are splendid evervwhere and the
towns are clean and well-kept, putting us in India
to shame.

Turning from the country, its natural beauty, and
the fertile growth to the people of the land, one
must acknowledge that they are among the most
- hospitable people in the world., Everywhere I found
the Ceylonese to be superb hosts. They are an ex-
ceedingly friendly people who go out of their way
to oblige the stranger in their midst. Such being
the case, those who go to Ceylon to make a living
should make it a point to prove themselves worthy
of the friendship and hospitality extended to them. If
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this were done on a large scale, there is no doubt
whatever that one of the principal causes for the
present strained relations between India and Ceylon
would be removed.

People sometimes speak as though the Sinhalese
were quite different from Indians in their racial com-
position and emotional set-up. I am not very surc
of it. Personally I found more points of resemblance
than of difference. [ have no doubt whatever that
steady and continuous social and cultural. contacts
between the people of India and Ceylon will be in
the best interests of both countries. It is a pity
that to a good many in Ceylon, India should mean
only a reservoir of cheap, unskilled cooly labour.
While our poverty has driven a great many out of
the country to eke out a living, it must not be forgot-
ten that we have a great spiritual and cultural
contribution to make to the rest of the world.

Moving about for the most part among the edu-
cated middle class people of the country, one was
pained to find that they had gone a little too far
in an uncritical imitation of the West. This kind
of imitation has gone on in many of the Oriental
countries, and it is time that we called a halt to
it. No one denies that much of value can be learnt
from the Western people and their ways of living,
But we must be discriminating. While borrowing from
them rules of public health and sanitation, business
honesty, punctuality, and reliability, there is no rea-
son why we should cultivate a craze for spirituous
liquor, horse racing and betting. We certainly want
to keep our houses absolutely clean and attractive..
But why should we not have indigenous pictures
and paintings on our walls? Expensive musical ins-
truments such as the piano should be replaced by
instruments which really express the soul of the
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people. Unholy and stale tin food which has lost
much of its vitamin value should give way to fresh
fruit and wvegetables. In a country like Ceylon where
vegetables can be produced cheaply and abundantly
there is mo excuse for eating too much meat. In the
matter of dress, there is no reason why we should
punctiliously imitate the Westerner to the minutest detail
with his lounge suit, dinner suit, golf suit, and a dozen
other suits for different occasions. When all our
time and thought is given to imitating some one
else, we have no time or energy to develop what we
have ourselves. Even the little angmahty WE DOSSess
*is crushed.

Uncritical imitation of the West has in some
cases at least led to people living bevond their
means. The motor car is no doubt a great conve-
nience in the modern world. But if maintaining it
means stinting on food and the education of my children
I would rather not have it. In every case I would
prefer something which is native to the soil of the
country, even if it may lack finish, to foreign tin-
sel.

It is time that people in India and Ceylon freed
themselves from the foolish glamour of the West
and developed high moral and social standards of
their own. Capitalism, competition, and war in the
West have meant the denial of social and human
values. We of the East cannot afford to ighore such
values. In all situations we want to hold aloft
values of the soul. In the matter of music, dance,
art, food, dress, and social living there is no reason
why anyone should want to pick up the crumbs
that fall from another’s table. The right attitude to
adopt towards cultures and civilisations of various
kinds is “Prove all things and hold fast that which
is good.”
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The "school life of Cevlon made a most ? favour-
able impression on me. The order, discipline, and
unity which one found in most of the schools in
Ceylon one does not find in India. Whatever sin-
ister attempts may be made by politicians to divide
people, boys and girls at school do not bother about
their communal or religious differences. They elect
the best among them for positions of honour and
responsibility. One wishes that the same spirit would
continue wnen these young people enter public life.

The Hostels which 1 visited, all showed signs
of healthy social living. The dormitories, dining
rooms, and the surroundings were all kept scrupu-
lously clean and tidy. There was no false sense of
dignity or undesirable kind of assertiveness in the
relation between the teachers and the tavght. One
did not hear of student strikes or of students leav-
ing the examination hall en masse because of the
question paper being difficult as happened in India
recently. Students and teachers moved together on
the most friendly and cordial terms possible.

In the national and political fields I felt that
Ceylon had a great leeway to make. Ceylon, no less
than India, needs to cultivate a healthy national spitit
in the economic, political. and cultural spheres. The
modern world is witnessing the evil results of a
wrong type of nationalism. But that does not mean
that we should condemn nationalism altogether. At
its best, nationalism is a synonym for national self-
respect. We want swadeshism in economics, politics
and cultural life, if we are to preserve our individ-
uality and call our soul our own. We should eschew
both an easy-going cosmopolitism and a narrow
soul-crushing nationalism.

In the realm of politics, neither India nor Cey-
lon is in an unenviable position. Concerted efforts
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are not being made to free ourselves from foreign
domination and the economic stranglehold of the
outsider. Instead of concentrating attention on this
question, politicians are playing a selfish game, try-
ing to divide people into narrow compartments in
order . to win votes and keep themselves in power.
Ceylon is large enough to support her population of
six millions, including the more or less permanent
Indian population there which is almost a million.
Yet for political reasons the Indian is made to ap-
pear as one who thrives on the fat of the Iland.
Cevlon has every right to restrict the immicrant po-
pulation and to lay down conditions concerning it
coming and going. But it is her duty to be fair
to the lakhs of Indians, especially of the labovring
classes, who have made Ceylon their permanent home.
If there are certain classes of Indians who are in
Ceylon as mere exploilers or are undesirables in olther
ways, Ceylon should turn them out immediately and
not hold indefinitely the sword of Damocles over the
thousands of honest and law abiding Indians who
have made a solid contribution to the opening up of
the country and its prosperity.

One has heard a great deal of corruption in po-
litics. In this matter Ceylon does not stand alone.
But it must be borne in mind that one of the first
conditions of the successful working of democracy is
“clean hands and a pure heart’’ in leaders. Without
character of the highest sort no democracy can en-
dure Ipng.

The religious situation in Ceylon is not all that
it should be. Ceylonese nationalism is tending to
become a Sinhalese and Buddhist nationalism. All
lovers of Ceylon would say with one voice: that
Ceylon should be governed by the Ceylonese, for
the Ceylonese, and by the Ceylonese. No sectional
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nationalism can bring lasting happiness to the people.
Buddhists, Hindus, Christians and Muslims, Sin.
halese, Jaffna Tamils, Trincomalee Tamils, Burghers,
and Indians in Cevlon—all have a vital part to play
in the evolution of Ceylonese nationalism and poli-
tics. Therefore, any attempt fo set one group against
ancther i1s fraught with much danger.

As regards religious teaching, cne heard and
read of unsubstantiated charges regarding the under-
mining influence of Christianity and Christian Missions.
A Christian, we believe, should be a good national-
ist and a better internationalist. His first loyalty .
is to the country which gave him hirth sa long as
it does not mean disloyalty to the international
community, It is to be desired that those in autho-
rity in Ceylon, especially the educational authorities,
would pursue a liberal policy which will result in
the children imbibing the best in the teaching, tra-
dition and devotional life of the great faiths of
Ceylon and not offer annoying 'pin-pricks, as they are
doing at present. In India, in spite of the canker of
communalism, the situation seems far better. No
one has vet proposed that a Christian school cater-
ing to pupils of all faiths should receive a govern-
ment grant proportionate to the number of Christian
pupils on its rolls. Nor has the suggestion been
made that non-Christian children may be given re-
ligious training only if the parents give their written
consent for it ;

In saying all this we are not supporting prose-
lytism of any kind. We do not want mere addition
to our numbers nor to our social importance in the
country. One of the best contributions that good
Christian schools can make to the life of their pupils
is a practical demonstration of the worthwhileness
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of the teachings of Christ and of his spirit. Not to
allow them to make this contribution is to cripple
them in their work and deprive children of the op-
portunity of knowing what Christian thought, life,
and conduct may be at their best. We do not want
indoctrination in any religious or sectarian teaching.
Nor do we support the disparagement of anybody’s
religious faith or practice. What we do want is the
opportunity to know and understand the living faiths
of the world at their best— especially of those faiths
with whose supporters we come into daily contact. )
This is the only way of promoting harmony and
understanding ina world which is torn by dissensions,
misunderstanding, and false propaganda.

Reverting to politics again, the ultimate solution
for the many problems confronting India and Ceylon
is to work for a federal relationship on terms which
will be both honourable and profitable to both coun-
tries. Each country should have complete control
over its own internal affairs—education, administrat-
ion, development, etc. — but tor purposes of defence,
foreign policy, commerce, and trade the two may
federate together on mutually advantageous terms.
It is a matter for regret that the educated Ceylonese
knows much more of England and her history and
tradition than of India and her heritage. Even the
education given is education for life in England.
Ceylon and India should get together more and more
socially and culturally. When they do that, their
outstanding economic and political differences will
be adjusted without great difficulty.
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PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

Another very busy term has just ended and 1
am glad to write these, my first notes, as Acting
Principal. As the readers may be aware, our Prin-
cipal left us at the end of last term on study leave
to India. We certainly missed his genial presence
and his wise counsel at the various committees, but
we are happy over the ract that he will .be with
us next term better equipped both physically and in
his knowledge of Tamil. I know that our eastern
climate has not always been kind to Westerners
during their first term of service.

It looks to me that I have a good deal to record
this term. We had two notable achievements to record
at the end of last term: our splendid Intermediate
results and the Cricket Championship. This term
has brought us exceptionally good Matriculation results,
and a third place in the Inter-Collegiate Athletic
Meet. In the last Matriculation results we received
some weeks ago, we passed 24 out of a total of 28
while one was referred in English. The 86 9 that
this represents is certainly a very high water mark
especially when the whole island percentage is about
95. 1 must not forget to mention that of the 21
candidates who sat for the :Matriculation this June
fifteen have oot through their January Matriculation
So, our results next time will necessarily be poor
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with regard to numbers, as only the scripts of six
of these students will be valued. In the Inter-
Collegiate Athletic Mz=et once again St. Patrick’s won
the championship. Onc of our athietes Joseph, a
younger brother of V. G. George' won the Parsin's
Challenge Cup awarded for the best performance in
the meet, when he established a record in the Hop,
Step, and Jump. We finished two points behind
the runners up in the meet,

During the vacation we added two large rooms
to the small block to the east of Myr. Lockwood’s
bungalow, thus making it possible for our Tamil
school to shift to this their new premises, allowing
the Lower Schnol to use the building occupied by
the Tamil School. The Lower School has now a
Hall for its assembly and prayers. We also demo-
lished the old house which Mr. Thomas was living
in and put upa new house for him on the same
site. The building was completed only during the mid-
. dle of the term and is in keeping with our plan to
put up new and commodious houses for our teachers.

There are oneor two changes in the staff to
report. Mr, S. S, Selvadurai has come back after
an absence of two years at the University College
preparing for his degree. We also expect to see Mr.
Rajasundram with his new bride at Vaddukoddai
when we re open after the holidays. We offer him
our congrafulations and best wishes foralong and
happy married life, We also hear good reports about
Mr. Mathiaparanam's work at the Annamalai Uni-
versity and we are keenly looking forward to his
return to us next year. Miss Marjorie Appadurai
was married to Mr. K. S. Jeyasingham, one of our
Old Boys and a Minister of the S. 1. U.C. It was
verv good of her to remain on the staff after her
marriage till we were able to relieve her during
the middle of the term. She was one of our good
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teachers in the Lower School and we are sorry to
lose her. During the five years she was a teacher she
always gave her best to those entrusted to her
care. We shall feel her absence not only in tae
classroom but in the Y. W. C. A. and in the Sun-
day school. We wish Mr. and Mrs. Jeyasingham
happiness and a life of wuseful service in God’s
Kingdom.

Two notable changes have taken place in the
student body. * The old Student Council has been
replaced by the new School Council with more
legislative and executive powers. The new School
Councillors have been elected by the different Houses
and I must say that the students have really sent
in some good men into this Council. Four of these
Councillors have been posted in separate cubicles in
the two dormitories and in the two hostels and they
will be assisting the dormitory masters and the
wardens in their work. The other Councillors live .
together in a separate room in the Y. M. C. A
block. So far the Council has been working very
smoothly. It is too early to express any opinion
about it now. Another change is the opportunity
that is being afforded by the College free of charge
to the students to consult the College doctor in any of
their minor ailments every Wednesday afternoon. We
are thankful to the doctors of the two mission hospitals
for giving us their time and their advice.

Our Inter Science classes have become rather
unwieldly «nd owing to lack of accommodation in
our laboratories we may have to restrict admission
to these classes.

Cur Scouts had a very successful Field Day on
our campus last month when they invited the Scouts
of other Colleges to participate in the various com-
petitions and activities in the presence of the As-
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sistant Commissioner. I wish to congratulate our
Scouts, Scoutmaster and Mr. Vethaparanam on the
splendid success of this meet and the scouts on
their winning the first place in the competitions.

We had three distinguished visitors this term.
Dr. Eddie Aseervatham, Reader in Politics at the
University of Madras, spent the best part of two
days at Vaddukoddai as a guest of Mr. Lockwood.
He spoke both to the students and the teachers. Mr.
K. Somasundram, Deputy Director of Industries and
Commerce, also addressed us about the possibilities
of industries in Cevlon. As a result of this contact
we had with him the Faculty has decided to introduce
on a small scale works on coir and weaving. We
are hoping to get quite a number of our students
interested in coir making and in weaving.

Dr. Jennings, the Principal of the University College,
spent a day at Vaddukoddai during the latter part of
July. We were glad to make this contact with him and
to leain his views on the future University and on
the question ot affiliation with it. We are pleased
‘that we have in him one who is quite competent
to handle the task entrusted to him and one who
will always have the Ceylonese interest at heart in
shaping in a large measure the policy of the
Peradeniya University as its first Vice-Chancellor.

Coming to our Alumni, I wish to also record
here the elevation of one of our Alumni and a former
teacher to the position of District. Judge, Badulla.
We know Mr. A. S. Vannigasooriar well deserved this
recognition as he was one of the leading lawyers of the
laffna bar. We wish him success and happiness in
his new sphere of life.
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Anothe: very successful Alumni Day has come
and gone with its usual activities. A detailed report
about the celebrations is given elsewhere.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

1.
2
3

SCHOLARSHIPS,

Jesudason J.
Karunailingham A,
Maimoon Lebbe (Miss)

LoNDON MATRICULATION JANUARY 1941 PasEk List

RO Gy SR C

Ponnambalam H. N. (First Division)
Kuravilla T,

Rajaratnam K. (Rasiah K.)
Mahurkadan S.

Vijayaratnam G. N,

Thevarajah R.

Seevaratnam S. J.

Nagaratnam K.

Pearl David (Miss)

Ambalavanar M.

. Thavarajah T.

Selliah T.
Sundrampillai R. A. (Miss)

. Tharmaratnam S.

. Muttukumaraswamy C.
. Joseph G.

. Velliampalam K.

. Nadarajah R,

Sathasivampillai K.
Thiruchelvamn S,
Selladurai K.

Paul Thuraisingham

. Rasarattinam C.

Sundramoorthy E.

. Ratnasamy S. (Referred in English)
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THE VvV, M. C, A,

The term under review has had a very successful programme:
worked out which did more than make up for the poor work
done last term, Wednesdays saw lively discussions on popular
topics being carried on, We record below the leaders and the
topics,

Mr. €. B, Wadswortit “Christianity — a True Religion”
Mr. B & Wright “Honesty”’

Fev. 5. Kulendran “The Bible "

M. C A, Guanasegaram “Loyalties”

We are greatly indebted to the leaders for their ready help.

Regular Sunday School classes are being  conducted at Thunavy
and Kanavakhai, Arrangements were made to enable fifty child-
ren to altend the Children’s Rally held at Pandateruppu. In ob-
servance of the Students’ Week of Evangelism we were fortunate
in having Mr. Brian de Kretser as worker in charge of our

centre. He gave us instructive talks enlivened with practical
thoughts.

I shall not fail to make mention of the appreciable effort
towards the Self - Denial Fund on the part of the Boarders and
members of the ¥. W C A. We thank them for their help,

R. €. Thavarajah,
Houv, (Seeye. k€, Yo MG Ay

HOUSE ACCOUNTS
ABraHAM HOUSE

House Master: Mr, C. A, Gnanasegaram
Asst, House Master: Mr. L. Jeyasingham
House Captain: R. C. Thavarajah

Although the redivision of Houses meant a slight inclination
towards “clannish feeling”, vet all went well with the Abrahams..
K. Saravanamuthu, R. C. Thavarajah, and K. Sanmugam were elected
by the House as representatives to the School Council.

What demanded our powers of organisation and team-work
was the Inter-House Sports Meet, The members of this House
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ungrudgingly gave their whole-hearted support in many ways.
Our athletes miraculously rose to the occasion and displayed
their talents. Special mention must be made of G Joseph, V.
Sivasubramaniam and David Ratnasingham for contributing much
in the way of giining first places. As a reward for our persever-
ance and dogged determination we were placed second in the
Meet, Let me take this opportunity to congratulate Brown House
on winning the Championship.

In conclusion let me appeal to the members to put their best
effort inte competitions to come and keep the flag a-flying —
‘the flag of the Emerald Green.

R. C. THAVARATAH,
House Captain .

BrowN House

Hause Masters: Mr., C. R, Wadsworth
Mr. €. S. Ponnuthurai
House Captain : T. Vyravanathan

It is with great pride that I submit the report of my House,
which has had a very successful season this term. This {erm
‘marks the beginning of a new era for the Houses. The Houses
were re-divided and as a result of this we have lost some of
our valuable members On the other hand, this division has brought
in many new faces who, I am sure, will keep the traditions of
this House. We welcome them all and wish them a successful
career.  The responsibility of representing the House in the
School Council has fallen on the shoulders of S. ©. A, Soma-
nathar, T, Vyravanather and M. Nadarajah,

In our field activities we started well by becoming the
champions in athletics and bringing the much coveted shield into
our House. I must not fail in my duty to make special mention
about the enthusiasm of our athletics Captain S. Arulraja-
singham and the hard work of the other members of our House
whoe made the Field Dav our own day. I am proud to report that
G. Kurien of our Hoyas® bzeam: the Intermediate champion,
Special mention must be made of his brilliant performance in
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the High Jump event, of clearing 5' 04, a feat, which no boy of
his age has performed. Reginald Appadurai and Bonney Chandran
of our House became champion and runper up in the Junior
séction, We regret that one of our House athletes, K. Sivaraja-
lingam was not able to contribute much to our success, since he
had hurt himself in one of the carlier events

We much appreciate thz spirit of our House Masters in
instilling enthusiam and vigour into the members of our House
In the literary field we have a lead. One of our members, S.
Sivanathan, is the editor of the ‘Youug Idea”” and he is also
the President of the Inter Union (& cademy.)

In conclusion we hope that the members of the House will
maintain this same spirit in days to come and do their part in
eyvery possible manner.

T, VYRAVANATHAN,
Houze Captain.

HitcHcock HOUSE
House Masters: Mr. K, V. George
Mr. S. Beaille

It js with great pleasure that | submit the report of the
House which has been re-shufiled by the college authorities.
Owing to this we have lost some of our eminent members who
took a great interestin the House.

M. Kantharatnam, N. 8. Ratnasingham and K. Kandiah were
.elected as representatives to the School Council — and K. Kandiah
as the House Captain.

Then came the Inter-House Sports where we expected
to show ourselves in our best colours as usual. Unfortunately we
.could not de so. As usual we had at least one Champion from our
House. . Jacob was Senior champiotn, tying with an athlete of
Abraham House. OQur congratulations are due Lo him. Although
we failed to come off with tlying coloura in the meet, 1 am sure
all members of the House will co-operate to keep up the ira-
dition of the House. This may mean the winning of the cham-
pionships in all other activities, thus e¢nabling us (o get the
all.round championship for 1941,
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I should take legitimate pride in the fact that this House
has been contributing a good number of young men and swomen
to hold responsible places in all activities of the College : G
Jacob as Athletic and Football Captain for 1941, K. Kandiah as
Cricket Captain for 1942, Miss Lily Joseph as Vice-President of
the Senior Geographical Association, N, S, Ratnasingham  as
Tamil Editor, and Treasurer of the College students Co-oper-
ative Tuck-shop, K. Sathasivam and A, Kugarajah as Sub-Editors
of the Tamil section, C. W. Paranisothy, Miss Ruby Appadurai,
K. Balasundarampillai and S, Balaraman as Sub Edit ors of the
English section 6f the “Young Idea.”

In conclusion 1 thank the members of the House for their
willing co-operation.

K. KaNDIAH,
House Captain,

HasTtincs House

When the first mesting of the House was held, after the
introduction of the School Council and the re-shuffling
of the Houses, on the 27th of June. Messrs C. C Kanapathi-
pillai and A. T. Vethaparanam our House Masters conducted
the elections which resulted in the election of K. Gnanasam-
panther, K. Kumaraswamy and R R. Kanagasabapathy as
Councillors from our House

On the following day the House met again  and elected
the following officers:— d

K, Gnanasampanther House Captain
Volley Ball Captain and Treasurer
K. Kumariswamy Athletics Captain
C.  Gunardtnam Cricket Captain
K. Ranagesabapatiy Football Captain
5. Rajaratnam Secretary

The only field that offered us a chance of winning points
for our House this term was the sports lield and unfortunately
for us we had a very weak team to represent us in the Inter
House Sports Meet. We were placed third in the order of
merit. Our congratulations to R. Jeyarajah and R. Thiagarajah
on their splendid performance at the Meet,
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I have nothing more to write but to congratulate Gnana-
sampanther, our Captain and Councillor, on his  election as the
Senior Councillor and Miss Amirtharanee Rasiah on her election
as the Councillor for the Women's Haostel. We are proud of
them both. We ardently hope that they will carry out their
duties to the hest. of their ability as long as they hold office.

Our thanks to our energetic and enthusiastic House Masters
for the kind help they zave us at the Meet and we do hope that
they will continge to give us the same encouragement through-
out the rest of the year. On behaif of the House I congratulate
Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam on his election as the First *President
of the Vaddukoddai- Youth Sccial Service League and as a
member of the Village Committee

S. RAJARATNAM,
Secretary.

THE SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT

From the ashes of the Student Council. there arpse the
‘School Council identical in both form and shape but perhaps
with greater responsibilities.

The election itself showed how popular the idea of a School
Council was among both students and teachers. The democra-
tic ideals that prevailed throughout, both in its formation and in
its constitution, appealed to all alike.

The first meeting of this body was confined to the election
of office-bearers., K. Gnanasambanthar was elected the Pre-
sident and T. Vyravanathan the Secretary. The four Inter
Councillors have beensent to hoth the Dormitories and both the
hostels as assistant boarding masters,

The Council started functioning ounly a couple of weeks back
and, as things are now, it has a very promising future. The
entire discipline of the College has been entrusted to this body
nd we mean to do our very best to make the Council an eff-
sctive and influential body in the life of the College.
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Our ideal shall be for ever:

“For the wrengs that need resistance
For the cause that needs assistance
For the future in the distance

For the good that we can do.”

T. VYRAVANATHAN,
Hony. Secy.

THE ACADEMY i

Freswdent : 5. Sivanathan

Vice President:  Miss N, Devasagayam
Segrelary t V. G, Jacab

Asst, Secrefary: Miss N. Subramaniam
Treasirer K. Tharmalingam
Andifor: M. M, K. Segaram

This term’s . activities have been limited, because the Inter
classes were formed late. We were able to hold only five meet-
ings and these were well attended. Speeches were delivered by many
members on subjects cf their own choice. The lady members
showed a keen interest in the activities. A noteable feature of
the meetings was the introduction of f[restiers. They willingly
came in large numbers and became members.

In conclusion let me thank the President and the members
of the Executive Committee for their kind co-operation in
bringing the meetings to a success.

V. G. Jacog,
Hony. Secy.-
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THE BROTHERIOGOD

President R. C. Thavarajah
Vice President: M, A. Mahendiran
Secretary: K. Kumarasamy
English Edrfor: H. M. Thambyah
Treasurer: K. Tharmaratnam

The Brotherhood has had another successful term. We could
not hold many meetings on account of the Matriculation Exam-
inations and the Application Tests. Members show a very keen
interest in the proceedings. The debates and speeches are well
prepared and reach a high standard. Among the subjects dis-
cussed were, ‘Cevlon should be Federated with India” “Ceylon
needs a University'’, “The Cinema is an advantage to the mod.

ern boy’. We had speeches on “Mr, Winston Churchill;
“India Today’ “inpomant s@p’, QR e o o0 QU pF de & i E
CEmessen.t’

We congratulate the twenty - four of our members who got thro-
ugh their Matriculation examination recently, We are sorry
they have to leave us and hope that they will carry with them
the traditions of the Brotherhood.

In my last report 1 mentioned that we would be staging
“Poothathamby’ this term, Rehearsals are in full swing, We
fixed the play for the 8th of August. Another play at 3t. John's
College on the same date and other circumstances prevented it
being stagzd on that day. Therefore we have postponed it to the
27th of September. Plans are afoot for the annmiversary celebrations
which we hope to have at the end of the term. We are greatly
indehted to otur Patron, Mr. L. S, Kulathungam for the pains
he takes in helping us.

K. KUMARASAMY,
Hony. Secy.
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SCOUTING AT JAFFNA COLLEGE

At present, scouting at Jaffna College is different from what
it was in the past. Now, the Troop is independent of its Scout
Master to a certain extent., If a camp or week-end is organised,
it is we who do it. We are very proud to say that this new
method has proved to be very beneficial. The recent field-day of
ours bears witness to this fact,

The strength of the present Troop is 26. These 26 are divided
into patrols viz; Lions, Doves, Ravens. There are 4 recruits, 12
Tenderfect, 5 Second class, 3 first class and 3 King’s scouts This
term we were unable to have many camps owing 1o a very crowded
programme. However, we had one camp at Thiruvadinilai where
we decided to have a Field-Day.

The challenge which was sent to every troop in the penin-
sula was gladly accepted and our long awaited Field day came
off on the 12th of July. The various trocps of the peninsula
gathered in the Bicknell Field at 3 o'cleck, we invested come
Tenderfeet. The Flag-breaking ceremony was performed by Mr.
K. Somasundaram, A. C. C,

We had competitions in Knot - tying, First Aid and Signalling
(Morse and Semaphore). Our knot-trying team did its work in good
time. We are proud to say that we have the best knot- tying
team in the Island. As was expected, we came first with a total
of 117 points. Central College came second with 80 points.

The chief guest, Mr. K, Somasuntharam remarked that Jaffna
Troop 3 was an excellent one. The high standard of scouting
at Jaffna College was only revealed on that day, This Field-day
was the first of its kind that was held in Jaffna. The =uccess
of this is due to the energetic Troop Leader R. C. Thavarajah.
ably assisted by the former secretary C. S. Nagalingam. Both of
them did their partin organising this Field-day. Undoubtediy they
deserve praise.

We shall be failing in our duty if we do not mention zbout
our Assistant Scout Master, He deserves gpecial mention. He was
appointed A. 8. M. on the Field-Day. Also we are proud fo
say that he is a King’s Scout and that he has passed the practi-
cal part of the Wood Badge Course which was beld very recently
‘at Nuwara Eliva.
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During this term we have had regular courses in Ambulance
. (. Chelvadurai willingly spent some time with us in conducting
these courses Our sincere thanks are due to him.

The Court of Honour met only once but the Scout Council
met almost every week where we discussed the pregrapme for
the following Troop meeting.

We will not be far wrong in saying that our patience has been
well rewarded by the College authorities. They have given us a
site to build our Scout Room and the Scouls are busy about it.

In conclusion we wish to thank Mr. K. Somasundaram A.C.C.
and Mr. R. C. S. Cooke D, C for having responded to our £50 1Y
sitations: Mr. R, J. Thurairajah the Physical Director for all the
help he gave us by supplying the necessary articles for the Field-
day: the Group Scout Master and the members of the Senior
Patrol for their assistance and willing co-operalion: Dr. G, Chel-
vadurai for conducting the courses in Ambulance: the Principal
far providing us the means of making moncy and all those who
helped to make the Field-Day a success.

E, R. Appadurai,
Hony. Secy.

THE ROVER CREW

At the beginning of the ferm a definile programme was care-
fally planned out. Owing to unavoidable and unexpected gircums.
tances, we were not able to act according to it.

The help rendered to us by our friends this term was en-
couraging. Among many other things, lectures in First Aid were
regularly conducted by some of them for a short period.

Of all our helpers special mention should be made of the
Jaffna Youths® Social Service Leagne. They kindly consented to

A
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our request and demonstrated to us soap-making and ink making,
On another occasion they demonstrated to us spinning and weaying.
We express our sincere thanks to them.

Of all our activities, the tour to Kilinochchi stands the fore-
mest. The journey was quite pleasant. The company jovial and
pleasing. It was indeed a successful trip.

The Junior Scouts had their Annual Field Day at Vaddu-
koddai. We too took part in the camp-fire items contributing
a small play. We were not able to do anything more than
these.

All our success this term is more or less due to the earn-
est efforts of Mz, A, T. Vethaparanam, our Rover Master

I cannot*but end my report with a happy note. Qur Senior
Rover Mate, Mr, V. Ehamparam has in addition to his numer-
ou: badges won the Rover-Wood Badge (Part 1l.) He ‘is trying
ior Part I. We wish him all success. He has also won a better
half, Our felicitations to the newly wedded couple.

R. C. RajaRavan,
Hony, Secy.

THE AGRICULTURAL CLUB

The work in the College Farm was started during the third
term but it was only on the 24th July 'that the Agricultural
Club was organised. There are about twenty members who work
under the direction of Mr. E. C. Lockwood assisted by: Mr. V.
HEhamparam who is a specialist in Agriculture,

The following were elected office-bearers for the year begin-
ning July 1941,
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Fresident : K. Kiishnapill-i
Secretary : M, A. Veluppillai
Treasuvey : P. Rajendram

We grew some naticnal crops, Various vegetables were grown
ifrom October 1940 to March 1941 During the Easter vacation
sun hemp was cultivated and this was recently  cleared and
ploughed down as fertiliser. We have started some nurseries af
sour mangoes. We have some permanent plants like sour limes
and local olives to which we are going o grafl  better specics
of lime, oranges and sapodilla. Already some of the local olive
plants have bezn grafred with sapodilla We
onions during the course of this term.
being mapped out for the coming year

intend  growing
Naow an extensive plan is

Besides this, there is a poultry farm where there are seven
R. I. R. fowls and three country hens. We have

also a bee-
hive.

We hope to exhibit some of our poultry and our bee-hive at
the Live Stock Show to be held at Nallur during the middle
part of August,

Last March a party of ten of our members headed by our
Insgructor, Mr V. Ehamparam went {0 see an Agricultural Ex-
hibition held at Karundankulama, a « small peasants’ colony five
miles from the city of Anuradhapura.

Now, what our Club needs is more hands, and so we appeal
to our redaders who are interested in Agriculture to (ake an active
part in the activities of the Club.

M., A, VELUEFPILLAL,
Hony., Secy.
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THE GEQGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION

In submitting the veport of this Association for this term
I wish to say that the Association carried out a successful pro-
gramme. Our programme chiefly consisls in the reading of papers
on various topics by the members. The papers that were tead
reached @ high standard They wera:

1. “Syria” by M. A. Mahendran
2. YJapan'' by Miss Josephine Rajanayagam
3. '“Suez Canal’” by K, Muttukumarasamy
4, “Malaya’ by C. 5. Moeorthy

Zuring this term the membera weni out on a study tour ,to
Kilinochchi undeér the leadership of vur Director, Mr. A. T. Vetha.
paranam. Further we were very fortuaate to have Mr. Athises-
hiya, Professor of Philosophy at St. Stephen’s College to deliver
a public lecture on ““North India.”

K. EKRISHNAPILLATL,
Secretary.

THE ATHENAEUM

The opening of the new term brought in an able execuiive
committee under the leadership of S. Pathmajeyan and E. R.
Appadurai,

We had five meetings, of which one was an address. N, 3,
Ratnasingham readily accepted our invitation to speak at our
Union He gave us a very pleasant and interesting talk. We thank
him for it. The other four meetings were conducted with debates.
Qur debates reached a high standard and we hope to raise it
still higher.

The beginning of the second sextant saw some changes. The
newly built room just opposite to that of our dormitory master’s
made us suspect that something was going to bappen. We did
not have to wait long., M. Kantharatnam, an able disciplina-
rian has in a short space of time iuade his presence felt. He
is the assistant dormitery master, so to speak. We welcome
him warmly into cur midst.
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term saw of our

secretary. We are really very

The middle part of the
former

the departure
sorry to lose him.

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention the help

and encouragement given to us by our Patron, Mr. Samuel
Beadle, We are grateful to him for all the assistance he has
given us.

In conclusion, let me thank  the Executive Committee and

the members of this Union for their hearty co-operation,

The following were the office-bearers for this term:—

! FPresident : S. Pathmajevan
Vice- Piesident: i R. Appadurai
Secretary: D). Ratnasingham
Asst. Szeretary: N  EKugarajah
Treasurer: S Vijayaratnam
Additional Member N. Sathasivam
Englisih Editor: D Ratnasingham
Asst, English Editor: K. {raneson
Tamil Editor : 2. Rajaratnam
Asst. Tanul Editor (3 Balasubramaniam
Members for lookinz V., Thiagarajah
after the sick W Mahendran

=S

). RATNASINGAM,
Hony. Secy.
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

In submitting the repott of the society I regret to say thag
the term under review was not as successful =zs it should haye
heen,

Mzl R T ThuraiRajah, one of our advisors, because he had
to perform his duties as physical director could help the society
bit little. Therefore the task of giving us technical advice fell
on the shoulders of Mr. R, . Wright, who at first helped us
enthusiastically but later owing. to illness was not able to do
so. The Junior members of the society who were thu: handi-
capped were helped by {he Seninr members in printing and de-
veloping,

Last term there were only twenty-five members but this
term we have thirty,

Paul Thuraisimgam, our former secretary and the  best
photographer the society has vet had, left us last term. Our
best wishes go with him, and our congratulations te him on
his success in  the recent London Matriculation Examination.

Owing to the shortage of good photographic materials the
Seniofs were unable to do much practical work,

Mr. A. W. Nadarajah has been kind enpugh to lend us
copies of “The Camera in the Tropics,—a valuable periadical for
the use of the society. QOur thanks to him,

In conclusion [ wish to thank  all the members, our ad-
visors and others whose co-operation  helped the society, The
following are our officers: Advisers: Mr. R. & Wright, Mr. R F
ThuraiRajah, Treasurers: 1, sinnapapillai, Selvanantham.

R. RATNASABAPATHY,
Hony, Secy.
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THE HUNT DORMITORY UNION

In submitting the report of the Union, I am glad to say that
the term under review was a successful one, in spite of other college
=ctivities that clashed with our weekly meetings.

We had seven meetings. and they were successful. The mem-
bers displayed their talent in debating, We had a few speeches.
I wish to thank E. 5, Moorthy, G. N. VijiaRatnam and Edwin-
Rajah for their lectures on the following subjects: “What the
British Empire is fighting for”, “Our Swaraj,” and *‘Malaya™
rezpectively. -

In the recent London Matriculation Examination eleven of our
'members sat and ten passed, I extend on behalf of the Union
my heartiest congratulations to them.

Our congratulations to Mr., S, J. Seevaratnam, an old mem-
her of the Union for his success in the University College En-
trance Examination,

M., C. Shonmugan, N. 3. Ratnasingham, and R Kanagasa-
bapathy left us to assume duties as schoeol councillors. 1 con-
gratulate them.

In conclusion I wish to thank the members of the Union
for their co-operation,

Giftce Beavers

President R. Kanagasabapathy
Vice- President : Edwin Rajah
Hony. Asst. Secy. C. Shunmugam

o Treasuier: S. Rajaratnam

Additional Member: T. Thevarajah

P, RATNASABAPATHY,
Hony, Secy
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PHYSICAL DIRECTOR’'S NOTES

Athletics. The Track and Field Sports Season
started with the Boarders vs. Day Scholars Sports
Meet, where the Day Scholars once again proved
themselves superior by scoring 161 points to 96.
This was followed by the Annual Field Day Sports
Meet on the 10th and 11th of July. The Meet was a
grand success, The new division of Houses created Much
keenness and healthy rivalry to the end. The Meet
reached a high standard, the outstanding performance
being that of G. Jacob and P. Ratnasabapathy who
did 40 ft. 11} in, in Hop, Step and Jump, and 33ft. 2 in,
in Throwing the Weight respectively. Special ment-
ion must be made of young Kurien who did 5 ft.
% in. in High Jump for the Intermediate division. For
the tirst time we had officials from outside and this
simplified matters a great deal. The events were
run without a hitch and to time. At the end of
the Meet Mrs. A. J. R. Vethavanam distributed the
prizes. We are thankful to three of our Old Boys,
Messrs. T. Thalayasingham. V. G. George and Samuel
Beadle, who presented challenge cups to the cham-
piong in the various divisions. I should not fail to
thank the Captains of Houses who made all the
necessarv arrangements to make the Meet a success.

RANKING OF HOUSES

Brown House
Abraham House
Hastings  House
Hitchcock House
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InpIvIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Senior: V. Sivasubramaniam Abraham House
S, Arulrajasingham  Brown House

Inter: G. Kurien Brown House

Jundor; A. Reginaild Brown House

Intor-Collogiate  Athl:tic Mozet: Jaffna College:
was again placed third with 44 points to their cre-
dit. We missed the second place with just two
points. As usual most of the points were scored on.
Field events. We are proud to bring back the Col.
P. J. Parson’s challenge cup to Jaffna College, this
time too the cup having been won by a member
of the George family. G. Joseph deserves our Coil-
gratulation on winning the Parson’s cup for his re-
cord jump of 41 ft.6% in. in Hop, Step, and Jump.
He is a very promissing lad and we wish him all
SUCCess.

Football: The season was started with the “Kick
Off” by the Acting Principal, Mr. 8. T. Jeevaratnam,
the Football Coach is doing all he can to shape
the voungsters to win back the championship that
has been knocking at our doers for a long time.
We wish Jacob and his men all success.

The Inter-House Football competition in the
Senior division is in progress. We are pot in a
position to give the results of this competition at
present. The result will be announced later. '
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SNOBBISHNESS

By A. F. TAMPOE, Junior Inter Arts.
(Selected jrom “The Youne Idea”)

In most members of the human race, there is
present a certain degree of snobbishness. No class,
from the ‘blue-blooded’ aristocrat to the cobbler, is
exempt from it. The word ‘snob’, according to the
Dictionary, comes from the Icelandic ‘snapr’ i e. a
dolt. But a certain periodical gives it another and
more interesting derivation.

In former days Universities were meant prin-
cipally for the sons of the great. So when a plebeian
youth was admitted to a Varsity he was described in
the College books as ‘sine nobilitate’— i. e. without aristo-
cratic connections. This expression by various abbrevi-
ations—'Sine nob’,, S. nob.’—finally evolved into ‘snob’.

These commoners or ‘snobs’ sat down to table
with the young aristocratic undergraduates. So the
term ‘snob’ came to mean, loosely, a commoner who
kept company with the nobility. It had a perfectly
good meaning. But, bye and bye, these privileged (?? )
commoners began to imitate their distinguished com-
panions and to ‘cut’ others belonging to their own social
class. Consequently the name ‘snob’ became an ex-
pression of disapproved arising hoth from contempt
and from secret jealousy. A ‘snob’ could also be
spoken of as an upstart, a parvenu, a jackdaw per-
mitted to parade with peacocks.

The ‘hauteur’ of the nobility is also called ‘snob-
bishness', but it is a failing more excusable in their
«case since it is due to an inherited— although merely
fancied — sense of superiority. In the case of upstart
snobs, however, it arises from acquired superiority
complex and sometimes even from a sense of inferi-
ority. > d
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So much for a definition of the word.

As I was saying at the commencement, many of
us are snobs 1n a greater or less degree. An ex-
tremely common form of snobbishness is the one fit-
tingly described by Thackeray, the great denouncer
of snobs and their creed, —* Who is the man among
us that would not take a pride in being sun strolling.
arm-n-arm with a peer of the realm?”

Fortunately this is only a mild and rather silly
form. (Yours truely belongs to this class of snobs!)

But this mild typs, in some men, develops into
a very bad type—refusal to recognize and respect
those, who are socially but not financially, one’s
equals. Such a snob is a base worm — rotten to the
«core with meanness. This form is present—seven in
the comparatively young and will be amply Jllustrdted
by the following anecdote;

Two Tamil youths studied together in a rurai
school. They were Ceylonese examples of [Damon
and 'Pythias, or Nisus and Euryalus. One of them
chanced to join an urban institution. He acquired what
he thought to be polish. In other words he adopted
Western clothing (in a somewhat modified form,
‘however!,) made an elaborate toilet, had his affairs
of the heart. kept company with — as Ophelia St
Clare ¢f “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” fame would have
scornfully phrased it—‘shiftless youths.’

His academic career was not particularly brilliant;
but then, O ignorantissimus, yvou shouid know that
scholastic achievement is negligible when compared
with ‘being’ civilized.

_ Some years later his erstwhile schoolmate also
Joined the same college. and naturally, attempted to
renew ‘auld acguaintance.’
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But his formerly inseparable companion was
too civilized, too ‘distingue’, to have anything to do
with him=-a rustic boor.

This, my friends, is Snobbishness. Beware of It

JAFFNA COLLEGE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
ALUMNI DAY 1941

Old Boys were seen very early in the morning
on Saturday the 9th August, 1941 in the College
Tennis Court at Vaddukoddai and play commenced
earlier than timed at 645 a. m. Eight doubles were
played between the College Club and the Qld Boys
each participating in only one set. Cooled orange
juice was served freely and the games were lively.

After morning tea at @ a. m., a large number
attended the Thanksgiving service at 1030 a. m.
conducted by Mr. K. S. Jeyasingham in the Church.
The Old Boys then grouped themselves for friendly
chat or went round the College or sat at cards
till 1230 p. m. when they had a sumptuous Iunch
in the College Dining Hall. Qur thanks are due to
the College and Mr. Beadle for the excellent lunch,
and to the College Tennis Club for the fine arrange:
ments tor tennis and cool drinks.

At 250 p. m: the Annual General Meeting was.
held in the Ottley Hall with Mr. T. Ruell in the
chair. The minutes of the last Committee Meeting.
Special General Meeting and the Annual General Meet-
ing were read and confirmed. The secretary was re-
quested to send a copy of the Memorandum regard-
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ing representation to the Board of Directors and
the reply received as decided in the Special General
Meeting with a covering letter stating the present
position to the Secretary of the Board of Trustees
of Jaffna College Funds in America.

The Secretarv then presented his Report and
the Treasurer submitted his Balance Sheet reading
the Auditor’s Report. These were adopted. A vote
of sincere condolence was passed, the members stan-
ding, in respectful memory of the following.:—MTr. V.
Karthigesu. Shroff Mercantile Bank, Jaffna. Mr, E.
V. Nathaniel, Retired Station Master, C. G. R.

Myr. M. Vyihilingam, Proctor S. C., Chandilipay-

Myr. A. Barnabas, Retd. Engineer, F. M. S.

Mr. V. Kandiah,

Revd. William Joseph, Ex—Member of the Board
of Directors, J. C.

Mr. A. Gunaretnam, Military Department,
Rangoon.

M. D. P. Asirvatham, Formerly of F. M. S.

M, S. Rajaratnam, Broker, Darley Butler & Co-

Pundit A. Thillainather, Vaddukoddai.

M. S. Sabanayagam, Clerical Service.

My, P. W. Thambiah, F.M.S.

Myr. P. B. 7. Richards, F. M. S. Pensioner.

Myr. S. Kanapathipillai, V.C.Chairman, Karainagar.

The Secretary was asked to convey this fo the
bereaved families. '

On behalf of the Executive Committee the Sec-
retary moved that Rule. 3 (e) of the Constitution
be so amended making the Annual Subscription Rs. 2
as before and also an addition to Rule 3 under
sub-heading (i) providing for Life-Membership on
payment of Rs. 20.—payable in four instalments with-
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in two years from the date of first payment. After
some discussion the above amendment and addition
to the Constitution was passed. The Rules for elect-
ion of a Representative to the Board of Directors
drafted by the SubCommittee and passed by the
Executive Committee were then placed before the
House and adopted with a slight amendment making
provision for Members of any other Branch Associ-
ation duly constituted and recognised by the Parent
Association being included in the electorate.

The question of the Bicknell Memorial was dis-
cussed at length and several proposals made. It
was finally decided that a Pavilion be built in
the Bicknell Field. installing a clock, if funds per-
mit, and for that purpose to carry on the collection
of funds.

The election of Office-bearers was then procee-
ded with and resulted as follows:—

Fresident: - Revd. Sydney K. Bunker, (re-elected)
Vice-President: Dr. J. M. Somasundaram
Mr. V. Nagalingam
Dr. J. T. Amarasingham
Mr, S. H. Perinbanayagam
Hony. Secretary: Mr.  J. F. Ponnambalam, (re-elected)
Hony. Treasurer: Mr, E, ]. Jeyarajah, (re-elected.)
Executive. Commitlee:— Messrs. A, M. Brodie, R. C.
S. Cooke, K. S. Jeyasingham, M. Kathi-
- ravelu, V. C. Kathiravelu, J. S. Lewis,
A. W.Nadarajah, Mudlr. V. Ponnampalam
K. A, Selliah, A. R. Subramaniam,
C. Subramaniam, A. C. Sundrampillai,
C. K: Tambe, T. Vinayagamoorthy.

Aunditors: Messrs. P. Nagalingam and C. C. Kana-
pathipillai,
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The meeting then terminated and the members
walked across to the Principal’'s bungalow where
the Acting Principal Mr. K. A. Selliah entertained
them at a grand tea.

This was followed by a football match between
the College Team and the Old Boys but for want
of time could not have been played through. The
Alumni Day concert was more of a Variety enter-
tainment, Mr, S. R- Kanaganayagam presiding an-
nounced a declamation to be rendered not by him-
self but by a student. The infants displayed their
skill in Kolladam, the Lower School boys sang ‘‘Pussy
Cat” and the girls accompanied by their Teacher
Lukshimi Narayana Aiyer demonstrated the excel-
lence of Tamil vocal music. There was a scene from
Ramayana, an English Song by the College Choir
assisted by Mr. Wright and the inspired rendering
of a Tamil Song by Miss R. Sundrampillai.

The Alumni Dinner was served in the Admin-
istration Block and over 125 including guests sat
with Mr. T. Buell as Chairman. The service was
prompt and the menu good.

* The Very Revd Father J. Emilianus Pillai. Vicar
General of Jaffna proposing the toast of the "College”
said, “After the very savoury dishes we have been
served with there is contentment and consequent
happiness all-round. If now 1 serve you with some-
thing that has a pulpit jargon and be the cause
of a damp on the gratified feelings that prevails
here you have only your Secretary and Treasurer
to blame. When they were so persuasive that iday
they ought to have known my vocation would have
a marked influence on my speech even though after
dinner. But I am extremely glad to be here and
to wish all success to the Institution. The munifi-
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cence of a host off generous donors and the enter-
prise of the management has prepared the soil
where keen labourers toiled day in and day out;
the harvest that is reaped yearly is great indeed.
It goes to benefit not only Jaffna but every part
of Ceylon. He said, “It is sad to thipk that certain
politicians threatened the very existence of fertile
institutions like Jaffna College. It 1s for bodies like
that of the Jaffna College Alumni Association to
stand up like one man and prevent this avalanche
that iz bound to destroy all and leave the country
barren. Jaffna College has enriched society with
learned men who have become leaders and veritable
ornaments of society. Such men must necessarily
possess the virtue of honesty — honesty talten in its
wider sense —uprightness which every man must poss-
ess especially leaders and politicians to a very high
degree ; otherwise they will only produce chaos. Let
us wish and pray that Jaffna College may produce men
citizens, leaders, social workers, imbued with a deep
sense of honesty and uprightness. Men honest to
themselves and their fellowmen ; honest in their
private lives and public duties; honest as indi-
viduals, as members of the family and of Society:
honest in their relation with God and State ; honest
always and everywhere.” .

Mr. K. A. Selliah, the Acting Principal of the
College thanked the Revd. Father for the good things
said about Jaffna College and for the good wishes
expressed.

Mr. P. C. Gaussen said in proposing the toast
of “Ceylon” that he was in the Island for only a
short time—about six months; but he was growing
more and more fond of Jaffna. He had heard of
this beautiful Island. He had heard of the landscapes
and scenery, of the hills and of the valleys, He
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had heard a lot of the south of the Island and he
hoped that soon he would be able to go round and
see the country for himself. He recalled the words
of the leader who said “You were born in Spartu:
make Sparta glorious”, and added that he would
say “You were born in Lanka; make Lanka glo-
rious”,

Dr. A. E. Duraiswamy responding said he was
away for 32 years in Malaya except for occasional
visits and perhaps when he was asked to speak
that is what the Secretary had in inind. Several
changes have taken place for the better, especially
in sanitation. But he criticised the State Councillors,
especially the Ministers. He said that Ceyvlon was
fortunate, being far away from the War zone and
she was prospering, unlike Malaya, which was being
threatened and where he was- expected to go in a
few days.

Mr. Vethaparanam proposing the toast of the
Sister Colleges paid a high tribute to the dis-
tinguished head of the Chundikuli Girls' College
who was the first national to hold that post. She
had travelled far and wide and fortified herself
for the task that she was so nobly performing.
He also spoke of the ambitious building programme
of Rev. Mr. Arulanantham, also ‘the first Tamil
Principal of St. John's College.

Dr. Miss Thillayampalam replying said that
they were always happy to visit Jaffna College,
for they looked wupon her as their eldest sister.
But mere claim of antiquity was not sufficient and
Jaffna College has had 2 long tradition for inde-
pendent thought and action, probably due to the
American influence. Jaffna College she said * has
set a good example in another direction — the Iove
of Nationalism and the desire to develop a lucid

5]
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Tamil prose that would be suitable for the present
generation. Thus we find that a Tamil Dictionary
was compiled by one of the Jaffna College Grad-
uates and an American Missionary himself translated
parts of the Hindu Philosophy into English. But it
is not sufficient to look at the past and muse on
the achievements of Ojd Foys, We must view
the present with a correct perspective and strive
for greater things in the future. Dr. Jennings during
his visit to Jaffna said thar one of his chief aims
was to found an Institute for Oriental Studies in
the new Uriversity. In this Institute the study of
Tamil Literature and Philosophy should be en-

couraged.  As a preparation for the University
there will be increasing demands for  Inter-

mediate Colleges in Jaffna 1 think it is a great
pity to dissipate our energy ' by starting Inter-
mediate Classes in every College in Jaffna. We
can do much, if we agree to have a Union Inter-
mediate College of the North. This should be a
Union of not only Catholics and Protestants, but
Christians, Hindus and Muslims as well, a sym.
bol of our common ideals and aspirations for
the youth of our land.”

Mr. C. K. Tambe spoke of the galaxy of
distinguished guests assembled at that festive board.
In toasting the “Guests > he made special refer-
ences to the change for the better in the admin-
istration of justice at the Mallakam Courts after Mr.
Manickavasagar assumed duties there. Mr. Manicka-
vasagar responding to the toast said that he had
always thought his Alma Mater = Royal College ”
was the oldest institution in the Island, but was
surprised to hear that Jaffna College claimed to
be older. Perhaps that was because Jaffna College
traced its beginnings to the Batticotta Seminary. He
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thanked the Association for the kind invitation to
the Dinner.

With the singing of the College song the
celebrations of the day came to an end.

J. F. PONNAMBALAM,
Hony. Secy, J.C. A A.

SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1940—41

It gives me great pleasure to present to you
the Annual Report for the year 1940—1941. The
period under review commences from 2lst Septem-
ber 1940. QOur Association was founded in July 1879
and the Alumni Day should be celebrated about the
3rd week in July. We have tried to advance the
date a little tuv fali in line. Let us hope that next
vear we will be able to meet on the third Saturday
in July and rigidly adhere to that day always.

I do not propose to recount all the events of
the last Alumni day nor bore you by repeating all
that you have read in my report of that day’s pro-
ceedings and activities that appeared in the Decem-
ber 1940 Miscellany, except to express our appre-
ciation for the arrangements made for tennis and
morning tea, the College Lunch and Principal's Tea,
the Football and the Concert toall those who were
responsible for them.

Though the year has not run its full length, it
is none the less important. I am happy to say

that we have been able te continue the good

work done by the previous cffice-bearers and per.
haps we may Dbe able to show a better record fin-
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ancially. This would not have been possible, but
for the generous and whole-hearted support I always
had from those very same officers and the Trea-
surer. Perhaps the present officers too have been
in the game for some time.

A number of you have taken an active part
and most of you have no doubt watched with in-
terest the four.year struggle we have had with
the Board of Directors of our Alma Mater (which
is composed to a large extent of our Alumni):
watched the fortunes of War change from time to
time. Once again it is heartening to think, espe-
cially during the world crisis, that right must triumph,
whatever the obstacles and from whatsoever quart-
ers they come. You have just heard the minutes
of the Special General Meeting, reporting which to
the Miscellany I wrote of the “dogged determina
tion” of the Old Boys “to see their wrongs righted
and their grievances remedied.” That determination
has told on the Directorate. In the unavoidable
absence of Mr. Nadarajah, who was called away to
India in connection with the Malayalam Tobacco
Sales, on the day fixed for the Board of Directors’
Meeting, Mr. T. H. Crossette, who is unable to be
present today owing to ill-health, and I met the
Directors. We were questioned at some length, but
we stood our ground and as vou are all aware they have
vielded. They have given us one place on the Board
when we asked for two and that, on certain terms.
Those terms one need not worty about and can be
mutually adjusted, as-perhaps we have already done
or are at least well in the way of doing. You would
have noted that the rules for the election of the
representative have already been drafted and will
presently be placed before you for adoption. I have
already sent a copy of it to the Secretary of the
Boatd of Directors and he thinks that the Board
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« will probably accept them. These rules when ac-
«cepted will be published in the Miscellany and we would
request members to send in the nomination and re-
turn ballot papers as provided therein. Yes, we have
secured one place, but shall we rest content ? Is one
representative adequate for the Alumni and for such
an active and interested Association with a power-
ful branch ir Colombo? An Association which is as
premier an institution as the Alma Mater itself. No,
our voice will be heard. We shall fight and fight,
‘till victory is gained. Our cause is just and the
end is certainn. We must have not two but more,
and we shall have them because there can be no other
body more interested in a school than its Old Boys.

Acting on the suggestions of Mr. Ponnuthurai
.at the last Annual Meeting, a scheme for Life-Member-
ship has been adopted by the Executive Commit-
tee, which incidentally met four times during the
vear. 1 have heard it said that Rs. 20 is too
much. I do not ptopose to explain here why we
arrived at that figure, as we shall be placing this
suggestion also before the house in a while and then
we will consider it. Suffice it to say that if the mo-
nev collected by way of Life-Membership is to form,
the nucleus for a permanent fund, as it necessarily
must, it would not be possible to rua the Associ-
ation on the interest derived from that. As a mat-
ter of fact even Rs 20 is not enough, but we should
not make the figure prohibitive. There is also an
amendment proposed to revert to the old subscrip-
tion rates of Rs. 2 per year. These two years we
tried to reduce the rate and we are financially in
a bad way. It is my belief that yvou who are inter-
ested in your Association will not hesitate to pay
Rs. 2. per vear nor do I think that our reverting
back to the old rates will affect our membership.
On the other hand. we will be coming into line with
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our Branch in Colombe, where the subscription is
Rs. 2. I may add that the Old Boys' Association in
Colombo have this year changed their name to the
Jattna College Alumni Association, Colombo Branch.

Last year we had the Secretary of the Colombo
Branch with us and [ accepted the invitation to
attend the Alumni Day Celebrations of the Colom-
bo Branch. 1 have been endeayouring to promote a
closer relationship between the Parent and Branch
Associations. This is very necessary. [ have been
keeping in touch with the Colombo Branch, sent
them the draft rules for election of a representative
and the suggestion of having a Life Membership. We
have also been backing our Branch in Colombo in
its endeavours, especially with regard to the Vad-
dukoddai Post Office. Such mutual understanding and
co-operation i very necessary and I trust that the
future office-bearers, both here and in Ceolombo, will
always bear this in mind. I am happy that Dr. Dur-
aiswamy, an ardent: Old Boy in Malava, is with us
today and I am sure he will agree with what I have
said. I would say the same thing to our friends in
Malaya. Lut I would not suggest that we should
elect the office-bearers for the Old Boys in Malaya
here as was apparently done in 1925. There was a
time when we used to elect one or two of our
Vice-Presidents from among the Old Boys in Colo-
mbo. This has been dropped during recent years.
As T was writing this report, i1t struck me that it.
may be a good policy to form some scheme for so
unifying our efforts and activities. We may, if ne-
cessary, increase the number of Vice-Presidents, It
is only proper that the Branch Associations should
find a place in the Parent Association. I shall leave
this suggestion to you for thought and action.

Financially, as I have said earlier; we are badly
off. The rate of subscription -has been reduced and-
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the Dinner has proved expensive in view of the
number of guests we invite. Last vear we had a
deficit of about Rs. 109 which has to be cleared.
Although this year we hope to meet our cutrrent
liabilities, it does not look as if it is possible to
clear the outstanding debts. 1 do not think it is any
reflection on past office-bearers, who have spent a
good deal of time, energy and money to make our
Alumni Day a success. No Qld Boye® day can be a
success without a Dinner, the Social event of the
vear for the Old Boys even as the Prize Giving is
for the School. And no dinner can be a success
without a number of guests. After all it is the
event of the year for us and should we grudge
it? It is there that we meet outsiders, it is there
that they come to know of our activities and it is
there that we advance the interests of our Alma
Mater. A little quiet thought and reasoning will make
4 critic more considerate and Sympathetic towards
the office-bearers and even more generous with his purse.

Let me also take this opportunity of appealing to
you to take a larger interest in the Association in-
dividually in canvassing more members and subs-
criptions. Probably you will soon be called upon to
become Life-Members and I am sure you will res
pond most willingly to place our Association on a
firmer footing. The Secretary ot our Colomco Branch
called upon each member to secure another one and
1 can do no better than repeat it.

Excepting for collecting some moneys due on ac-
count of the drama staged in aid of the Bicknell
Memorial Fund, nothing more has been done this
year in view of the fact that the form the Memo-
rial should take remaining undecided. A few more
rupees have still to be collected and steps are being
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taken to collect the same. A sum of Rs. 972440 has
been lying in the College and we are requesting
some reasonable interest be paid on that sum and
added on to the capital. Another sum of Bs. 370-75
1s in my hands and Rs. 50 is due from the Associ-
ation, making the total of Rs. 1293-15. Ido hope that
something will be done soon to commemorate one
who meant so much for the College and us, Old
Boys, individually and as an. Association.

One more matter— At the Special General Meeting
it was decided that we should endeavour to get ‘at
least 75 subscribers last year and 100 this vear to
the Miscellany and Mr. Nadarajah was elected to re.
present our Association on the Editorial Board.
We had 27 subscribers and we have now increased
the number to over 54. The subscription is small and
you get more -than its value. Will more of you subs-
cribe to it and send your names to Mr. Nadarajah?

I have taken a long time but I will be failing
in my duty if I do not record how happy and proud
we are to find our College doihg so well both in
studies and in sports. We are following her progress
with pleasure,. We are also watching with pride one
of our young Old Boys holding the reins of Principal-
ship with the co-operation of the staff during the
absence of Mr. Bunker, and guiding the destinies of
his Alma Mater true fo those traditions that are
dear to us.

Finally a word of thanks to all those who so°
readily and willingly heiped me to get up the Special
G-neral Meeting and this Meeting, to collect the ne-
cessary funds and to make the 1941 Alumni Day a
success that [ believe it will turn out to be.

J. F. PONNAMBALAM,
Hony. Secy. J. C. A, A.
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JAFFNA COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.

Rules for election of a Representative to the

Board of Directors.

1. The Regular Members of the Alumni Asso

ciation, Jaffna and Colombo, Branch or any
other Branch duly recognised by the Parent
Association, shall form the electorate and
members of the Association who have been
such regular members for a period of not
less than three years shall be entitled to vote
for the election of the Representative to the
Board of Directors which shall take place once
in three years or at such other time as may
be necessary in the event of the place on
the Board falling vacant

The ' Secretaries of the Association shall pre-
pare a Voter's List for such purpose before
the 15th of September preceding such election
and each Executive Committee shall nominate
two persons to be present at the opening of
the Ballot Boxes as hereinafter provided.

Members who are entitled to vote shall be
eligible for election to the Board of
Directors.

The Secretary of the Alumni Association in
Jaifna shall act as the Returning Officer for
the whole election proceedings.

Members entitled to vote may send in one
nomination only duly proposed and seconded
to the Returning Officer in a sealed envelope
before the 1st of November preceding such
election or before such other date as shall be
fixed by the Executive Committee of the
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Alumni Association in the event of a vacancy
being created.

Such nomination papers shall be deposited
in a ballot box to be opened at a Special
Meeting of the Executive Committee and the
list of names of the nominees shall be printed
in the form of a ballot paper and sent to
each voter before the 1st of December and
shall be returned before the 1st of January
of the following year under sealed cover to the
Returning Officer who shall deposit Sugh
ballot papers in the ballot box,

The Returning Officer shall open the ballot
box in the presence of the persons nominated
by the Executive Committee of the Jaffna
Alumni Association for that purpose as here-
inbefore provided on some day in January of
which one week’'s notice shall be given to
such persons in whose presence the ballot
box has to be opened.

The candidate securing the largest number
of votes provided he polls at least 25 per cent
of the total number of vores cast shall be
declared elected.

In the event of a tie batween 2 or more can-
didates who have secured the said minimum
or in the event of no one candidate securing
such minimum there shall be a re-election.

For such re-election the names of the candidates
who have tied or the first three names who
have polled the largest number of votes in
previous pallot in terms of section & and ¢
shall be submitted for a second voting.

Whenever a second voting is necessary the
ballot papers should be sent not later than
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the 15th of January to the voters and shall

be returned before the lst February in
sealed covers to the Returning Officer.

The procedure for depositing, opening and
counting such ballot papers shall be as here-
inbsfore provided and the candidate that secures
the largest namber of votes shall be declared
elected.

All disputes arising in the course of election
prcceedings shall be inquired into and arbit-
rated upon by the Returning Officer and
the aforesaid nominated members and their
decision shall be final.

J. F. PONNAMEALAM,
Hony. Secy. J. C. A. A.

Provided that in the first instance all
Old Boys who have been members of the
Association for a period of not less than a
year prior to 15th September 1941 and
have paid their subscription for the current
year shall be entitled to vote. ;

i 2 o

=
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OLD BOYS NEWS
(Gathered by Alumnus)

(GENERAL

— Mr. A.S. Vannigasooryar, Advocate, Jaffna, has
been appointed District Judge, Badulla. QOur hear-
tiest congratulations to him on his well merited
honour.

—Myr. K. Kanagaratnam has been confirmed i
his appointment as Deputy Auditor General of
Ceylon.

—Rev. T. K Curtis, of the Methodist Mission,
Hatton, has been ordained into the Ministry.

—Mpr. Raina S. Cocke, has joined the Irri-
gation Department of Ceylon, and has been sent for
higher training as an Engineer to Madras and Bombay,
and to the Engineering College at Roorkee.

—Myr. A. T. Saravanamuttu, Engineer, Matale, has
been transferred as Executive Engineer, Anurad.
hapura.

—Mr. W. P S. Cooke, Divisional Agricul-
tural Officer, Batticaloa, has been transferred to
Galle.

—My. W. T. I Alagaratnam, District Irrigation
Engineer, Tangalla, has been transferred to the Head
(Qffice, Colombo.

—Myz. L. S. Williams has joined the Railway De-
partment of Ceylon as Engineer.

—My. S. Asrigthurai has joined the Irrigation De-
partment as Engineer.

— Myr. E. Sangarapillai, Assistant Irrigation En-
gireer, has been transferred to Kilinochchi.

— Messys. W. R. S. Nailigh and V. G. George, have
received Commissions in the C. L. L
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—Myr. G. A. Winslow has completed his course of
studies at the United Theological College, Bangalore
and joined the ministry of the J. C, S. I U. C. He
is now worker in charge of the Chankanai Church.

—~My. S, Sabaratnam has been appointed first
assistant Apothecary at the Government Hospital,
Pollonaruwa.

—My. N. Narendra, has been appointed Agricul
tural Officer, Pollonaruwa.,

—Mpv. K. Lakshmmana Iyer, has joined the Anna-
malai University in the B, A. Honours class.

—Myr. W. Bonney Kanagathunsam has been con-
firmed as Inspector of the Oriental Government
Security Life Assurance Company Ltd. in the Jaffna
District,

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES

—Miss L. Kandiah, has passed the Final of the
Ceylon Medical College, in the First Class ob-
taining distinctions in Medicine and Surgery and win-
ning a gold medal.

—Miss Lydia P. Murugesu has passed the Interme-
diate Examination in Science of the Madras University
obtaining First Class in Mathematics.

—Mpyr. . Vicior S. Williams, has passed the B. se..
Economics, of the Madras University obtaining Second
Class Honours.

—My. A. R. Rwyanavagam, has passed the B. A. of
the Calcutta University.

- MATRIMONIAL
Our heartiest congratulations to the following
newly wedded couples:
—Mr. T. Sinnappah and Miss Velupillai.

—Mr. A. H. Ariaratnam and Miss Florence Sugir-
thamalar Ponniah.



—-Mr, C. R. Ratnasingham and Miss Rosabelle
Raneenayagam Niles.

—Mr. K. S. Jevasingham and Miss Marjorie Rosa
malar Appathurai. (Old Girl)

Our heartiest congratulations also to the follow-
ing engaged couples: I

—Mr. Samuel Alfreds and Miss Richards.

—Mr. M. Rajasundaram and Miss Rasamany Rasiah,

Mr. A. Edwards and Miss Annaratnam Jacob.

IN MEMORIAM

—M;:. V. Kandiah died in March.

—Rev. W. H. Joseph, retired Minister of the
JLC,58. 1. U. C, died on the 14th July.

—Mr. V. Mutturajah, retired Irrigation Inspector
died on the 2lst June.

—Mr. T. R. Nalliah, Advocate, Jaffna, died on the

16th June. ]
—MTr. 5. Sabanayagam of the electrical Department

Colombe, died on the 17th July.

—Mr. A. Ambalavanar, Assistant Shroff, General
Treasury, Colombo died on the 18th July.

~Mr. Aruliah Barnabas, Retired Government Ar-
chitect, F. M. S. died on the 7th May.

—Mr. P. W. Thambiah died in Malaya in July.
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NOTES FROM A COLLEGE DIARY

Monday, May 19.
—The College re-opens after the Easter Vacation.
—The Entrance and Scholarship examinations for
the Intermediate classes commence and go on for
the rest of the week.

—Mzx. Darrel Pieris, of the Youth Social Service Lea-
gue, addresses the whole Colleze on “Rural Reconstrucs
tion.”

Wednesday, May 21.

—Some of our students take part in the sports
competitions under the auspices of the Jaffna Youth
Social Service League.

Saturday, May 24. :

—Some of our students take part in the sports compe-
titions under the auspicesof the Jaffna Youth Social
Service League.

Sunday, May 25.

—Mr. K. A. Selliah is the speaker at the Vesper
Service.
Wednesday, May 25.

—At a meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Mr.C. R Wads.
worth leads a discussion on “Who isa true Christian?”

Thursday, May 29.

—A few members of the Jatfna Youth Social. Ser.
vice League demounstrate the making of soap and ink
Friday, May 30.

—The College is closed for the day to enable the
teachers and students toattend the annual meeting of the

Jaffna Native Evangelical Society held at the Uduvil
Church,

Wednesday, June 4.
—At a Y. M. C. A. meeting Mr. Stuart Wright
delivers a lecture on “Honesty.”
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Thursday, June 5.

—Dr. Eddie Aseervatham, Reader in Politics and
Public Administration in the University of Madras,
addresses the whole College on “Citizenship.”

— At a meeting of the Round Table he speaks on
“The Problems in India.”

Sunday, June 8. :

—Dr. C. T. Chelliah is the preacher atthe Ves-
per Service,
Wednesday, June 11.

—At a meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Rev. S Ku.
lendran speaks on “The Bible.”
Thursday, June 12.

—Holiday in honour of the King's Birthday.
Friday, June 13.

-~The Ceylon Information Bureau puts ona Cinema
show in QOttley Hall.

Saturday. Jure 14.

—Boarders vs. Day-Scholars Sports Meet. This
time the Day. Scholars win.
Meonday, June 16.

—Student Week of Evangelism organised by the
Jaffna Inter-Collegiate Christian Fellowship commences.
Rev. Brian de Kretser delivers a public lecture un-
er the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. on 1 believe
in God Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.”
Tuesdav, June 17.

—Rev. Brian de Kretser delivers a lecture under
the aduspices of the Y. M. C. A. on “I believe in
Jesus His only Son.”

Wednesday, June 18, '

—Rev. Brian de Kretser delivers his third and the
last lecture “©f the series under the auspices of the
N Mo A s
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Saturday, June 21. ;

—The Scout Troop goes on a hike to Thiruvadinilai.
Sundav, June 22. '

—The Scouts return from Camp,

—Miss Mary Barker, Principal Vembadi Girls’
School, is the speaker at the Vesper Service.
Tuesday. fune 24.

—The London Matriculation examination com-
mences and lasts the whole week.

Saturday, June 28.

—Second Eleven Cricket Match, Jaffna College vs.
Union College. We defeat our opponents,
Monday, June 30.

—The application tests for the January Matricu-
lation students commence and go on till the end of

the week.
Tuesday, July 1.

-—-The January Miatriculation results arrive. 24
pass and one referred out of 29, One First Divi-
sion, QOur congratulations to them.

Fridav, July 4

—Sextant break ; the boarders go home.
Monday, July 7.

—Sextant Holiday.

Tuesday, July 8.

—The Round Table entertains Mrs. K. S. Jeya
singham, a member of the staff, at a farewell dinner.
Thursday, July 10.

—Mr. K. Somasundaram, Assistant Chief Scout
Commissioner, Deputy Direcror of Labour, Industry
and Commerce, addresses the whole college.

—The Heats of the Inter House Sports Meef Are
worked off. .

Eriday, July 11. s

—The Finals of the Inter-House Sports meet are
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held in the Bicknell Field. Great enthusiasm pre-
vails and keen competition is seen. The Brown House
annexes the championship.

Saturday, july 12.

—The Scouts organise a Rally and Field day in
the Bicknell Field under the joint patronage of Mr.
M, Prasad G. A, N. P. and Mr. K. Somasundram
A. C. C., Deputy Director of Labour, Industry and
Commerce. Many Troops from various colleges take
part in the competitions. Qur Troop comes out first
with 118 points and thus contribute their share  to
the name and fame of the Clollege.

“Woof I *“Woof ! for the Scouts.

Sunday, July 13.

—The Children’s Week commences. The Araly and
Vaddukoddai Sunday School children stage two plays
based -on “God needs You,” in the Ottley Hall
Thursday, July 17.

—Ata Y. M. €. A. meeting Mr. C A, Gnanase-
garam leads a discussion on “Loyalties.”

—The Soccer season commences. The Principal
performs the “kick off”’ ceremony.

Friday, July 18.

—The Uduvil Sunday Scheol children stage a play
based on “God needs You,” in the Ottley Hall.
Saturday, July-19.

—The Children’s Rally takes place at Pandate-
TEPDL.

Sunday. July 20.

—Miss G. Lee is the preacher at Vespers.
Monday, July 21.

—A meeting of the Senior Geographical Society
takes place. On this occasion E. S. Moorthy speaks
on “War time Malaya.”



-
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Tuesday, July 22.
y —The Troop Leader R.C. Thavarajah entertains
his Scout Troop at Tea.

—The inaugural meeting of the Youth Social Sex-

vice League takes place. Mr. A. T. Vethapara:
nam is elected President. E. S. Moorthy and

Miss Nesam Subramaniam are elected joint Secre-
taries.
Thursday, fuly 24.

—Mr. J. S. Trigg, a Missionary from Australia.
delivers a public lecture under the auspices of the
Y. M. C. A
Saturday, July 26.

—Dr. Ivor Jennings, Principal of the Ceylon Uni-
versity College speaks at a Round Table meeting
on ‘The Question of a Ceylon University’. The Round
Table entertains him at Lunch.

—Professor Adiseshiva, Professor of Philosophy,
St Stephen’s College, Delhi, delivers a public lecture
under the auspices of the Senior Geographical 5o-
ciety on “India.” -

Thursday, July 31.

—The Heats of the Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet
are held in Jaffna.
Friday ,August 1.

—The Heats are continued. The College is closed
for the afternoon sessions because of the Sports
Meet.

Saturday. August 2.

—A few Scouts make a trip to Veddukadu.

__Members of the Senior Geographical Society
and a few members of the Rover Crew make a trip
to Kilinochi with Mr. A T. Vethaparanam.

—The Finals of the Inter-Collegiate Sports meet ar¢
held. We do none too well, coming out third. Our
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hearty congratulations to St. Patrick’s on her winning
the championship for the eighth year in succession.
" The George brothers once .again cover themselves
with glory in the Meet and bring honour to the
College. Joseph George wins the Parson’s Challenge
Cup for the best performance in this Meet. ;
Sunday, August 3.

—A singsong service takes place at the Church.
Thursday, August 5.

—Mr. K. Karthigesu deliversa public lecture un-
der the auspices of the Tamil Study Circle on “Na- .
ture and the Poet.”

Saturday. August 9.

—The annual celebrations of the Alumni Associ-
ation take place.

Monday, August 11.
—Inter-House Soccer matches commence with
great enthusiasm.
Thursday, August 14.
—The Term Examinations commence.
Friday, August 15.

—The Anniversary Celebrations and Dinner of the
Brotherhood take place.

Wednesday, August 20.
—College closes for the midsummer Vacation.

£Sa
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EDITORIAL NOTES (Continued.)

Tue Lare Rev. W. H. JosepH

The death of the Rev. W. IL Joseph removes
from our midst a link with the past. He was for
many years a pastor of the Jaffna Council of the
S. 1. U. C., and recently was living in retirement,
During his service as Pastor, he was a poweriul
fisure in the Christian commrunity. His sermons
always were powerful and inspiring. We are here con-
cerned specially with his connection with Jaffna Col-
lege. He was for some years on the Staff of the
College and for many years on the Directorate also.
He even acted as the Secretary of the Board for a
time. While at Jaffna College, his carvices were ap-
preciated very much and he was very much loved
.and respected by his students and fellow teachers:
His deep scholarship and powerful way of -putting
across che truths to the students were responsible
for winning the love and esteem of thosz who came
ander his influence.

Our CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. (Miss) E. M. Thiliaiampalam, Who writes on
“Creation by Evelution’, is one of the foremost wo-
men of our community. After receiving her high
school education in the Chundikuli Girls College,
she went to the Allahabad University and from there
to America for higher studies. She returned to In-
dia with a Doctorate in Philosophy and was emplo-
ved for a while as Professor in Biology. She has now
come to Jaffna to preside over the destinies of her
old school —the Chundikuli Girls” College. o ’

Dr. S. C. Paul certainly needs no commendation
from us. His eminence as’al sargeon has' passed ' in-
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to the history of our Island. His interest in the
History of the Island is only less well known. This
is not the first time he has written for our pages.
We hope this will not be the last.

Dr. Eddie Asivoatham, Reader in Political Science
in the University of Madras, has a large host of
admirers in Ceylun, where he spent nearly a month
lecturing under the auspices of the Christian Youth
Movement. His impressions of Ceylon, we are sure,
will be read with interest not merely by those who
heard him, but also by those who have heard of
him,

2% & Bang 61 (tp By Falwioy ﬁ@ Gg. far
GGI"EI)I_EI)Lblj'. Qai QOTur Gewams ewufss & &8 oo
pr&> (Supreme Court) @wrl Quuicusmriss
SLans LTSS T, aT@s oy Pl wam e wremat, 0p

Quafeonn newr s & ppai.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Early in the 19th century Macaulay had started
wondering why it was that in his time there was
no poet of the stature of Milton. He came labori-
ously, and Macaulaywise, to the conclusion that
great poetry could not thrive in an age of machines.
There seems however to be some truth in that
theory—anyhow more now than then.

There seems certainly to be something in the
climate of this century which is not kindly to that
tender plant called poetry. It seems that the age of
the machine gun can no more produce romantic

poetry than the one-piece bathing suit can be said
to inspire genuine love poetry (for does not romance
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always need an atmosphere of mysterv?) or the va-
grants act to be productive of real charity !

And so it is significant that finally when
poetry chose to rear its head, it did so in old-world
India; and even there the poet, ‘on men's impious
roar thrown' had to create for himself an “abode
of peace”’ a Shantiniketan, from where to sing songs
redolent of an old-world charm, yet prophetic of
a new dawn.

Tagore’s poetry, like the man himself with
venerable beard and flowing robe, 1s reminiscent
of vanished glories. Te the present writer Tagore's
poetry yields the charm of ‘other days’ like the
thought of rain in rainless August. We have lost
the things that Tagore’s poetry breathes of, and
we fain would have them again! His poetry is as
refreshing as talk of green vegetation and flowing
waters to a ftraveller in a desert in the heat of
noon. But the bloom is gone from the world now
and with the bloom has gone the poet.

His death at this time has left the world
empty. To us in India and Ceylon his death is a
doleful calamity for one added reason, Although
earlier in his life the poet had refused to be drawn
into the contention-tost world of politics, [atterly
from his quiet abode he had let his voice be
heard on India’s behalf. Almost his last public
utterance was his crushing reply to Miss Rathbone’s
open letter to the Indian people.

But Tagore was not an Indian merely; he
was a citizen of the world, one of the few that
deserve to be called so; and in his death the
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world has lost one of its few citizens and perhaps
its greatest poet.

“ There hath passed away a glory from the
earth”.

[This note isextremely brief since the news of
Tagore’s death came to us as we were going to
press. We expect to publish a fuller appreciation of
Tagore in our next issue. Editors.]
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