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_THE PREMIER PORT
IN SOUTH ASIA

-

A- masswe Port Expansnon Project has transformed
Colombo ‘into~a modern Container Handling Port and

Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port” status
with the following additional facilities to the Industrial

and Commercial Port Users:

® Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Cement,
® Rebagging and Reprocessing facilities.

® A Streamlined Bonding Service.

Any special requirements could be arranged for on request.

Enquiries:

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Street, P. Q. Box 595,
Colombo, Sri Lanka,

Telephone: 25559 Telex: 21805 PORTS CE




TROUBLED CAMPUSES

The campuses seemed calm
when lectures re-opened in
January for final year Engi-
neering students of the Mora-
wuwa university. But the quiet
was totally deceptive. By the
end of the month, “small
groups of students, sometimes
armed with razors” according
to a university official quoted
py the DAILY NEWS, “began
a campaign of intimidation™.
The final year engineering
lectures were soon abandoned,
in Moratuwa and elsewhere,

Meanwhile, the Vice-chan-
cellors hope to re-open afl
universities on March 2. A
new problem has come up.
There are two batches of
students — the 1986 and 71987
— that have to sit their final
exams. How about seniority?
The UGC envisages no problem.
Even if the wniversities ask
both batches to sit the iden-
tical exam., the 1986 batch
will carry a certificate which
recognises jts seniority. Will
his become an issue for
protest too?

R. AND R.

In current parlance, R. and
R. no longer refers to ‘Rest
and Recreation’, the privilege
of the US marines. In Sri
Lanka today, it means "Rehabi-
litation and Reconstruction’ —
the rehabilitation of displaced
families and the reconstruction
of their homes, rebuilding
10ads, schools, dispensarfes,
bazaars, civic centres.

The World Bank sponsored
donor group pledged 474 mil-
lion US dolfars at a ‘special

‘ aid” meeting held in Paris in

late 1987. About 15 billion
rupees of this has been given
to the Ministry of R. and R.
to meet the needs of 26,500
displaced persons and families.
Over 400,000 requests for
assistance were received by
the Ministry. The Jaffna pen-
insufa with 160,000 cfaimants
will receive the biggest allo-
cation, while Trinco has 24,000
families, Baiticaloa 22,400,
Vavuniya 14,000 and Ampara,
Mannar, and Mullaitivu over
710,000 each.

ANTI-POLL DEMOS

The CID has told the autho-
ries of a ‘subversive plan® to
hold ‘lightning demos® in Jea-
ding towns in the hope of
sparking off anti-government
protests. If the demos, orga-
nised mainly by student unions,
succeed in disrupting traffic
and creating a state of panic
of the kind that paralysed
many major towns before the
Dec. 19 Presidential elections,

the ‘saboteurs” will advance
to the next stage of their
plan. The aim is to create
a climate of tension and vio-
lence in the days before the
Feb. 15 general election that
would once again reduce the
level of popular participation.
The aim is to reduce the voter
turn out from 55% on Dec.
19 to less than 50%.

U. N. APPEAL

For the first time in the
history of the Tamil struggle,
a major rebel group has sent
a 900 word appeal to the U.N.

The LTTE has asked the UN
Human Rights Commission in
Geneva to mediate in the ethnic
confiict. It has accused the
IPKF of a brutal war against
civitians, and asked the UNHRC
to persuade [ndia to agree on
an immediate ceasefire. The
appeal was signed by an LTTE
politiburo member and appro-
ved by Prabhakaran, now in
hiding.
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A unified and unique
contribution through
diversification
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The IPKF and the

changing political scene

Mervyn de Silva

hat was quite a scene in

Trincomalee oI Indepen-
dence Day. And quite a speech
too. Listen toO Mr. Vartharajah
Perumal, Chief Minister of North
_east Provincial Council, after
hoisting the Sri Lankan (Lion)
Flag, with the former Army
Commander (now N-E Governor)
Lt. General Nalin Seneviratne,
standing by the Chief Minister,
an EPRLF Central Committee
member and one-time Jaffna
univ. don:

He respected the national
flagtoday. Asa grade 2 student and
for 30 years thereafter he had
neither respected the national flag
por the mnational anthem of
the country. For 15 years, he
and other Tamil youth had torn
and destroyed the flag wherever
possible and had been jailed
for doing so.

In those days, they were at
war with the governments of
the day for denying the democ-
ratic rights of the Tamil speaking
people who predominated in
the North and the East. Now
that war was over and the
Tamil speaking people had turned
to a new page in their history
by celebrating Independence Day.

They were extending
hand of friendship and forgetting
the past. He hoped to parti-
cipate at the next Independence
Day celebrations not as a member
of “the Tamil community, but
as someone acceptable to all
communities in the NE province.

He sought the assistance of
the President and the central
government to achieve this and
was hopeful that President Pre-
madasa would pave the way to
national unity.

It would appear that the event
and the Chief Minister's speech
had a dual significance. It is
not just that the Tamil militant
Youth, with the important excep-

their -

tion of the‘Tigers’,have entered the
democratic process but also that
the Tamil community of the
North-and-East is re-joining the
patiopal mainstream. Every
significant Tamil political group,
from TULF to the pro-LTTE
EROS and ‘Independants’, sym-
pathetic to the “Tigers', is in
the field for the Feb. 15 national
election. In hoisting the natio-
nal (‘Lion”) flag and entering
the parliamentary lists, Tamil
representatives are making poli-
tical moves, symbolic and real,
both at the periphery and at
the Centre. The coalition of
the one-time major parliamen-
tary party (TULF) and the one-
time armed groups (EPRLF,
TELO, ENDLF etc) enhances
that significance just as firmly
as the fact of a generational
alliance does SO,

Mr. Perumal’s political per-
sona is equally interesting. Not

just his age and educational
background. He is a non-Vel-
lala, and Tamil politics as

surely as national (Sinhala) Poli-
tics in the South, have been
characterised by Vellala (‘goiga-
ma’ in the Sinhala Social context)
hegemony. The goigama mono-
poly was eventually smashed
only a month after Mr. Perumal
became North-East Chief Minis-
ter — at the December 19 Pre-
sidential polls where the UNP’s
Mr. Ranasingha Premadasa emer-

ged as victor defeating the
(Kandyan) goigama Sirima Ban-
daranaike, the world’s first
woman prime minister, and
twice Sri Lanka’s.

Pure coincidence, true. The

simultaneous advent of President
Premadasa and Chief Minister
Perumal and its political impli-
cations should not be missed,
particularly in the light of P.R.,
the new Parliament and the
likely parliamentary balance.

BACKGROUND

Ethnic Man

In the first place, President
Premadasa is projecting himself

‘as ‘the Multi-Ethnic Man’. He

has grasped fully the political
consequences that flow from
Sri Lanka’s social complexion,
and the lessons, domestic and
external, of the national crisis of
the 1980’s. Thus, temple and
kovil, church and mosque. As
a political creature, through and
through, he has understood the
electoral arithmetic which is
so deeply influenced, if not
determined, by the multi-ethnic
character of our society.

In short, the Numbers Game.
And that in turn has been
radically changed — the rules I
mean. It is no longer the
simple one man-one vote, first—
past-the—post, winner—takes-all
system. Itis P. R it is district—
wise; it has a low 5 percent
cut—off, bonus seats electorate-
wise, a National List.

Already, the Dec. 19 result
re—confirmed and doubly under-
lined the importance of Satya-
moorthy Thondaman, the Man
Himself. Like plucking tea and
throwing the leaves into the
basket, the CWC’'s plantation
voters filled candidate Prema-
dasa’s presidential basket, just
enough to guarantee his narrow
victory. Now Mr. Thondaman
says that the UNP will win
120 seats —a bare 7 more than
the required 113 out of a 225
member assembly. The UNP
and President Premadasa keep
appealing for 150 seats, a two-
thirds majority. Unless a de-
moralised, and disorganised bat-
tered by a systematic campaign
of killings and violent disruption,
is reduced to less than 50, the
UNP will have to rely not just
on Mr. Thondaman but on the
minorities — the Tamils and
Muslims, the TULF-EPRLF com-
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bine and Mr. Ashraff’s SLMC,
probably between 20 and 30
seats. Unless, of course, t_here
ijs an SLFP split, self-inflicted
or engineered, making the way
for a ‘Grand Coalition’.

In any case, the attention
President Premadasa has been
paying to the North-East is an
important development. He is
going through the Devolution
exercise faster and more thoro-
ughly than even the most op-
timistic Tamil politician had
expected. Power is being devol-
ved, snags cleared, recalcitrant
bureaucrats removed. The P-P
(Premadasa-Perumal) compact is
evident, and evidently working.

For both, quite obviously the
compact is an asset.

It can also be a liability.
The key is the IPKF.

SAARC Exercise?

If the North-East Provincial
Council’s dependence on the IPKF
and the Central government be-
comes too manifest and too
visible, it will start to lose any
credibility it enjoys now among
the Tamil people. If the ‘law
and order’ it provides in the
region is not increasingly found-
ed on its own CVF or police
force but on the heavy guns
of a foreign army, public con-
fidence will be steadily eroded.

This is truer still of the
Central (Sinhala) government,
whichever major party (UNP or
SLFP) is in office. A foreign
army which intervenes (or is
invited to intervene) in a divi-
sive (often ethnic) domestic con-
flict in order to meet the threat
of fragmentation — or to help
the process of integration —
often ends by intensifying the
the conflict and facilitating the
process of fragmentation. The
Soviet Army which left Afghan-
istan last week learnt this ele-
mentary lesson. An internal
conflict was converted into anti-
Soviet “‘holy crusade’” with the
local regime and the Red army
becoming mutual liabilities.

Incidents in the sensitive, eth-
nically mixed Eastern province
which is scheduled to face a
critical Referendum in late July
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may be an early warning
signal. Along with another in-
cident in mearby Moneragala.
In Ampara area, Il Sinhala set-
tlers, including children, were
killed in what was reported as
an LTTE massacre. A month
earlier, three Indians were kil-
led near Pelawatte. The JVP
was blamed.

President  Premadasa (See
IPKF Battalions...") is plainly
quite keen on the phased with-
drawal of the IPKF. But at
what pace, and in what numbers.
At a recent discussion the Centre
for Policy Research in Delhi,
two matters were taken up —
a 50 percent pull-out in
months, and a multi-lateralisa-
tion of the Peace-keeping force

in Ampara (small Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, Nepalese conting-
ents) to make it a SAARC
exercise.

One of India’s most respected re-
gional papers Deccan Herald
said in an editorial:

“An unfortunate consequence
of the developments of the past
few years is that Sri Lanka’s
future is not entirely in the
hands of its people and their
leaders. It depends also upon
the Government of India, which
unfortunately, has not always

Maldives coup
MALE

Last year’s attempted coup
in the Maldives was master-
minded by Sri Lankan Tamils
hoping to use the Indian Ocean
republic as a launching pad for
their separatist struggle, Presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
said.

Speaking to Parliament, Mr.
Gayoom said Uma Maheswaran,
the head of the People’s Libe-
ration Organisalion of Tamile-
elam (PLOT), had been the
main leader in planning the
seaborne mercenary invasion of
the Maldives on November 3
last year.

The coup attempt was foiled
by the Indian troops who flew
to the Capital, Male.

NEWS BACKGROUND

demonstrated the requisite degree
of wisdom in dealing with the
jssues that have arisen since it
despatched troops to the island
to perform a peace-keeping role,
Although the devolution pack-
age evolved by the Jayewardene
administration did not satisfy
even the moderate sections of
Tamil opinion, New Delhi did
not initiate timely steps to im-

prove its content. The Tamil
groups which have come fo
power with its help in the
North-Eastern Province are so

dependent omn it for survival
that they do not want the In-
dian troops to leave. But how
long can India sustain them?
The experience of the United
States in South Vietnam and
of the Soviet Union in Afghan-
istan holds lessons which can-
not be ignored by any country
which deploys troops outside
its own borders. President Pre-
madasa has revived Mr. J.'R.
Jayewardene’s proposal for an
Indo-Sri Lankan friendship pact
on the lines of the Indo-Soviet
pact to eliminate what Sri Lan-
kans see as unequal provisions
of the 1986 accord. Instead of
dragging feet, New Delhi should
enter into serious negotiations
with Colombo to pave the way
for early and honourable with-
drawal of the Indian troops.”

PLOTE plot

Mr. Gayoom said investiga-
tion had been difficult as close
to 70 Tamils were among the
captured mercenaries.

Tamil-speaking officials had
been sent from India, and they
had helped piece together the
story.

Their report had gone to the
Maldives’ Atterney~General. but
no date had been set for trial.
The President did not say how
many people would be put on

trial but around 150 people
were detained after the coup
failed.

He said Maheswaran, whose
Marxist PLOT had been upsta-

(Continued on page 6)



[PKE battalions pull out

® n nother IPKF battalion will
leave today’ announced
ident Premadasa at a4 meeting
E:es“;ﬂﬂ'nﬂ on F':’b. 6 when he
visited the pem_usuhl f\}_r the
first time since his polls victory.
In a followup statement, the
Defence Ministry explained that
7 batalions will leave by Feb.
20. The Daily News reported:

I told the Indian government
that the TPKF’s job IS NOwW over
that they can go back. The pull-
out is being methodically done’
he said, referring to New Delhi’s
positive response to his request
for the withdrawal of the Indian
force.

He said India withdrew a
pattalion soon after he was
elected President. And he him-
self had come to Jaffna to thank
the people of the North for
their support at the presidential
election.

In Colombo, the Defence Mi-
nistry elaborated on the Presi-
dent’'s announcement and said
that two IPKF battalions will
be leaving the country within
the next fortnight. Two bat-
talions had left some time ago
a senior officer said.

Meanwhile the DMK chief,
Mr. Karunanidhi is expected to
discuss a ceasefire in the North
with Prime Minister Gandhi when
he visits Delhi soon. The Tamil-
nadu Chief minister wants to
give the LTTE ¢a last chance’
_ to enter the democratic mains-
tream after truce talks with the
IPKF. However the LTTE’s
latest statement on the general
elections promises no such pos-
sibility. What the LTTE is doing
15 to back EROS-sponsored pro-
LTTE candidates and send the
_ word round on the eve of the

polls asking Tamil voters to
Support these candidates. The
LTTE is not likely to disrupt
elections in those areas — Val-
Vettiturai and the coastal belt

OF instance — where EROS men
Sg"e 4 good chance of winning
th?%‘i‘eats' Inits latest statement,
i TE condemned the Tamil
l)nme_d Liberation Front (TULF)

T contesting the parliamentary

c]ectioqs, and accused it of
“betraying the Tamil struggle”.

The main focus of the state-
ment, is the TULF, which is
denounced in harsh terms. ‘““Ha-
ving wasted six years in self
imposed exile in Madras guest
house and having alienated them-
selves from the political struggle
when the Tamil people faced
genocide from the armed forces
and the Indian troops, these
self seeking politicians are now
begging our people to elect them

NEWS BACKGROUND

to the Sri Lankan Parliament’’.

The - LTTE response to the
parliamentary election comes in
the wake of ecfforts by the TULF
Secretary General, Mr. A. Amir-
thalingam to get the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karuna-
nidhi, to support the eclections,
and so make it more difficult
for the LTTE to oppose them.
According to informed Tamil
sources, Mr. Karunanidhi told

(Continued on page 13)

Q. How does it feel to be
back in power after 13 years?

A. Tt is matter of great
satisfaction for me and the
party. Aanal, indha maalai,
malaiya thonaradu. (At the
same time these victory gar-
lands weigh like a mountain
of responsibilities.)

Q. Can you say that your
victory is for the National Front?

A. My party is part of
the National Front, so my
victory is theirs too.

Q. Is this a victory against
the Congress (1) orthe AIADMK
(JL)?

A. Tt is a decisive verdict
against the Congress (1) and
Rajiv Gandhi.

Q. How do you view the
prime minister’s recent cam-
paign?

A. The prime minister has
created a war between the
Dravidian movement and the
Congress culture. If Indian
culture is like a crown. Dra-
vidian culture is dazzling dia-
mond on it.

The prime minister con-
verted this poll into a fight
between him and the DMK.
His campaign was swamped
in confusion. First he vowed
to rectify the wrongs of the
MGR government, then h,e
promised a return to MGR’s
rule. '

Karunanidhi Interview

Q. Do you think your party
would have lost had the Cong-
ress(l) joined hands with Jaya-
lalitha?

A. This is a2 malicious pro-
paganda by the Congress (I)
and its agents. They are in-
sulting the Tamil people who
have given a clear verdict.
The Congress-Controlled TV
has been touting the theory
that if the votes of the Cong-
ress (I) and the ATADMK
(JL) had been combined, they
would have won. T think it
is in extremely bad taste to
draw these conclusions once
a party has been so deci-
sively elected. Even if they
had joined hands, they would
have faced a debacle,

Q. But the Congress (I) and
the AIADMK (JL) have together
polled more votes than the
DMK. '

A. There is another point
of view. If all the Dravidian
party votes—which constitute
anti-Congress (I) votes—were
put together, the Congress(I)
would have lost its deposits
everywhere.

Q. Are you prepared io in-
vite all Dravidian parties into
your fold now?

A. Yes. I would like to
appeal to all of them to
unite with our party.

(India Today)




SLFP under Seige

Bomb attack on Mrs. B.

gl o Sri Lanka Freedom Party
T(SLFP) leader, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, survived an assas-
sination attempt recently when
bombs were thrown at her as
she was waiting to address the
party’s first campaign meeting
for the parliamentary election
at Hingurakgoda in north-cen-
ral Sri Lanka.

Around 40 people were in-
jured when firing broke out bet-
ween the attackers, and Mrs.
Bandaranaike's bodyguards and
the police. The injured were
taken to hospitals at Polonaruwa,
Anuradhapura, Dambulla and

Kandy.

The attack occured shortly
after 11 a.m. about ten minutes
after the SLFP leader arrived
at the venue of the meeting.
She was seated on the dais,
awaiting her turn to speak when
three bombs were flung at her,
Firing broke out, and Mrs.
Bandaranaike pushed to the
ground by her bodyguards. She
was rushed to Anuradhapura
town where she was scheduled
to address a meeting later in
the day. Talking to reporters
in Anuradhapura, she described
the incident as a clear attempt
to assassinate her.

Statement

A delegation led by the SLFP
Leader Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike met the Commissioner of
Elections on 6. 2. 1989 in his
office to discuss the problems
faced by the SLFP in conduc-
ting its election campaign, in
a free and democratic manner.
General Cyril Ranathunge, De-
fence Advisor to the President
and Mr. Neil Weerasinghe
D. I. G. of Police were associ-
ted with the Commissioner says
a party statement.

The SLFP delegation pointed
out the unfolding of what looks
like a clear plan to destroy
the SLFP during this Election
period by, inter alia, assassi-
nating its candidates and key
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supporters and organisers. This
happens particularly in areas
where the SLFP had fared well
in the Presidential Election.

The delegation gave an account
of the shooting and grenade
atttack on the SLFP propaganda
meeting at Hingurakgoda on
5. 2. 89 which pointed clearly
to an attempt to assassinate
the SLEP Leader at the very
commencement of her District
Meeting Programme. It was be-
coming obvious, the delegation
mentioned, that if the ballot
was allowed to be used in this
election, it was meant to be
so used only after eliminating
or seriously undermining the
major opposition Party by a
selective use of the bullet. We
are contesting in 21 out of the
22 Districts, and the weapons
directed against us have little
to do with the ways and man-
ners of the democratic process.

From the very moment the
nominations ended, the inten-
tion to deal with the SLFP
by the bullet was marked
by the calculated attack on the
residence of Mr. Piyadasa Wije-
singhe, Candidate in the Kuru-
negala District, who was mee-
ting a number of other candi-

fiates.

The delegation also mentio-
ned how seven SLFP candidates
spread over the Kalutara, Ma-
tara, Polonnaruwa, Badulla, and
Kegalle districts have been bru-
tally done to death, already;
while the attempts to assassi-
nate seven other candidates
spread over the Kurunegala,
Kegalle, Hambantota, Trinco-
malee, Kalutara and Gampha
Districts, had not succeeded,
though seriously injuring or
killing a number of their key
supporters, organizers or rela-
tives; the most tragic of them
being the determined onslaught
on candidate, Mr. Mervyn Silva,
at Tissamaharama, where in two
separate incidents, first his bro-
ther, and later his sister and
her husband were killed.

NEWS BACKGROUND

Another method used, was of
killing key organizers of candi-
dates, the delegation referred to
Colombo, Kegalle and Galle
districts.

It looks as if SLFP Candi-
dates, organisers, voters are be-
ing gunned down, killed or in-
jured, because the Party pro-
vides an alternative approach
to the problems of the people,
in a peaceful way.

LTTE Naxalite

Connection
HYDERABAD
The Andhra Pradesh, Home

Minister, Mr. K. Kala Venkata
Rao, said that there was evi-
dence to show that A.K.-47

rifles were used by the naxalites
in the killing of seven police-

men in Adilabad district and
that these weapons were got
from the LTTE. Also, the

naxalites had laid land-mines
in Rajula village, the spot of

the incident, operating switch
devices.
Maldives...

(Continued from page 4)
ged by the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in re-

cent months, had planned the
coup with dissident Maldivians.

If the coup succeeded, PLOT
was to be given use of ome of
the 1,200 Maldivian islands as
a training base for guerrillas
and as a port for arms smugg-
ling into Sri Lanka.

It was also promised the pro-
fits from one of the country
resort islands as a souJrce of
funding for the Tamil struggle.



My view of the election

Rohana Wijeweera

he Jayewardene — Rajiv Gan-

dhi pact has created a
situation even more dangerous
than conceding Eelam. If Eelam
was given, Sri Lanka would
have lost a third of the country
covering the north and east.
Now Indian imperialists have
brought a third of the country
under their invading army, and
are setting up an army of
EPRLF men for their future
plans for the rest of the country.

Of the 26 joint ventures that
India has entered into with
foreign countries, 18 are in Sri
Larka. Today canthe Sri Lankan
security forces buy equipment
from any country of their choice ?
Are you aware that India forces
Sri Lanka to buy cheap substan-
dard goods it produces? Our
information is that recently,
when the Air Force wanted to
buy helicopters from another
country, India opposed it.

The government suppressed the
people’s opposition to stay in
power. In December 1987, Presi-
dent Jayewardene told the UNP
annual sessions at the Sugatha-
dasa Stadium that the JVP would
be destroyed and the UNP would
continue in power with another
referendum.

Indian bosses

Mr. Jayewardene and the UNP
conducted the presidential elec-
tion in oder to remain in power,
not to be kicked out of power
by the people.

This election was organised
on the instructions of their Indian
imperialist bosses, and with their
Co-operation. They took care to
fnsure that there was no room
for a candidate who was against
Indian imperialism to contest.
They used the provincial coun-
¢il election in the north-eastern
PIOvince as a rehearsal.

.Thc:_,r ensured that the Janata
Vimukthi Peramuna would not
)¢ able to field a candidate for
/ € presidential elections. When

¢ attempt to destroy the JVP

through the conspiracy of pros-
cription failed, they attempted
to destroy the JVP by making
announcements that the proseri-
ption had been lifted.

At the same time, they set
up armed groups, called Green
Tigers, PRRA and SRRA com-
prising members of certain poli-
tical parties to destroy the JVP.

The presidential elections were
conducted while the state of
emergency was in force, and
using the emergency regulations.

The presidency was not vacant
at the time of the election.
Besides the emergency regulations,
this helped the UNP and its
candidate.

The Parliament, and the cabi-
net was in existence at the time
of the elections. So were the
provincial councils, the munici-
pal councils and district councils.

The UNP used all theose who
constituted these bodies, along
with corporation bosses, the
IPKF and all security forces
in the country.

Boycott election

It was evident right from the
beginning that this was going
to be the situation. Therefore
the IVP declared clearly that it
would not participate, and re-
quested the people to boycott
the election.

While the majority in the
SLFP understood this, Sirima
Bandaranaike, Anura Bandara-
naiake and the Ratwatte clan
thought differently. The SLFP
was planning to ride to power
on the shoulders of the JVP and
the patriotic masses through tric-
kery and then to suppress them.

The Indian imperialists knew
that their position in the coun-
try was not stable. They knew
very well that only a small
minority was in favour of their
presence. Therefore Mr. Jaye-
wardene on one hand, and the
Indian imperialists on the other
began sending envoys to, Mrs.
Bandaranaike. Talks were held

NEWS BACKGROUND

between Mrs. Bandaranatke and
Mr. Dixit, and Mrs. Bandira:
naike and Mr. Jayewadene.

Join common front

Our appeals to the SLFP to
join a common front to defeat
the UNP and Indian imperialists
was like playing ““Veena” to
deaf elephants. Mrs. Bandara-
naike opposed the holding of
the general election with the
presidential election. What she
wanted was to make false pro-
mises to trick the people and
the JVP in order to sit in the
president’s chair. To sit there,
break all her promises, put her
agents in Parliament, and con-
tinue with her old game.

She opposed holding the presi-
dential and general elections
together. The SLFP split into
three over this.

The Bandaranaikes Ratwattes
said the SLFP should contest
alone, join Mr. Jayewardene
after victory, and with India
to suppress the JVP. Another
section wanted to reach an
agreement with the JVP. The
third group said Mrs. Bandara-
naike should withdraw her candi-
dacy and join the struggle against
the election.

Liberation struggle

None of the country’s prob-
lems were solved by the presi-
dential elections. Neither will
they be. Similarly, none of the
problems will be solved by the
conspiracy of the general elec-
tions. We appeal to fellow
citizens to boycott them and
join the liberation struggle of
the motherland. Indian imperi-
alists will not go voluntarily.
Jayewardenes and Thondamans
will not go voluntarily. Tamil
Eelam terrorist will not volun-
tarily give up the privileges
they have got. The country
will not escape from slavery. It
has to be rescued from slavery.

Extracts from a letter sent to
the Lankadeepa by the J.V.P. leader.

(S.T.)
-



November 1985, the ad_m‘inist;a-
tion made its new position for-
mal and public.

. On December 13, Deputy Sec-
retary of State John Whitehead
announced that the admi-
nistration had written a letter
to Cordovez pledging to serve
as a guarantor. Explaining the
U.S. stand, Whitehead said that
the United States conditioned
its acceptancc of the U.N. accord
on the resolution of just omne
of the issues then outstandx_ng:
the terms of the Soviet with-
drawal. In this speech and
subsequent statements, the adrp:-
nistration accepted the essential
character of the bargain embo-
died in the accords. A Soviet
commitment to a complete with-
drawal within a defined period
was to be exchanged for the
termination of U.S. weapons
and to the resistance.

Nothing secret

Since the Whitehead announce-
ment there has been nothing
secret about the U. S. position
or the basic terms of the accords.

But at the time, the CIA com-
pletely discounted the possibility
of a Soviet withdrawal. The
administration viewed the letter
to Gordovez as a harmless psy-
chological-warfare gambit in
response to the Soviet offer to
be guarantor and to be subisequent
prodding from Cordovez. For
this reason Secretary of State
George Shultz did not discuss
the 1985 pledge with the Presi-
dent, even though it was cleared
w_;th the National Security Coun-
cil.

Until the very eve of the con-
clusion of the accords conserv-
tives in the administration
and in Congress continued to
disparage the U. N. effort, dis-

missing mounting evidence of
Soviet readiness to withdraw.
They suddenly unveiled the

secrecy charge, but in the end
they failed to prevent the United
States from signing the accords.
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They did succeed, however, in
qualifying the earlier American
acceptance of the key aid cut-
off provisions, greatly compli-
cating the end game.

A recurring theme in this ac-
counts is the difficulty both
super-Powers have had dealing
with their clients. As the pos-
sibility of a settlement grew
more credible, Babrak Karmal,
the first Soviet-installed Presi-
dent of Afghanistan, increas-
inghy resisted Soviet pressures
to make concessions in Geneva,
Karmal had helped to found
the Afghan Communist party
in 1965 and believed in its de-

stiny. He feared that the com-
plete disengagement of Soviet
forces envisaged in the U. N.

agreement would jeopardise the
survival of the communist re-
gime. Moscow was able to ac-
celerate the pace of the nego-
tiations once it replaced Kar-
mal in. May 1986 with Najib,
now known as Najibullah, who
was initially thought to be more
pliable. In the end, he proved
equally difficult to. manage.

U. S. problems with
Pakistan

The United States confronted
similar problems with Pakistan.
After slowing down TIslamabad’s
push for a settlement in 1983,
Washington faced ever-escalating
Pakistani demands for more and
better military aid as the price
for channelling American sup-
plies te the resistance, In
August 1984, the Pakistani re-
gime of Mohammad Ziaul Haq
deliberately avoided asking for
American approval when it de-
cided to proceed with defini-
tive discussions omn the aid
cutoff clause in the agreement.

The central conclusion sug-
gested by an assessment of the
Geneva negotiations is that the
United Nations was uniquely
placed to resolve the stalemate
in Afghanistan. Moscow did
not want to be cast in the role
of defendant at the bar and
consistently sought to avoid
direct U. S. Soviet negotiations

on the Afghanistan issue. The
U. N. served as a buffer between
the super-Powers by conducting
negotiations that were nominally
between their Afghan and Pakis-
tani proxies. As it turned out,
the U. N. role was in the hands
of an international civil servant
of unusual political acumen in
the person of Cordovez, then
Under Secretary-General for spe-
cial political affairs and now
the Foreign Minister of Ecuador.

At the outset of his mission,
Cordovez became convinced that
advocates of disengagement in
Moscow would ultimately pre-
vail, and he persisted year after
year despite almost universal
ridicule in the West.

Cordovez maneuvered skillfully
through the bureaucratic jungles
in Islamabad, Moscow, and
Washington. More important,
he understood the influence of
international public opinion on
all of the governments concerned,
fanning hopes for a settlement
even when the outlook was in
reality dismal.

“A Bridge of Straw”

Even before Cordovez came
on the scene, Moscow had
serious doubts about the oc-
cupation of Afghanistan. It is
still too soon to make a de-
finitive judgment concerning the
motivations of Soviet decision—
makers in 1979. The historical
evidence available so far ap-
pears to vindicate George Ken-
nan, who emphasised. Soviet
fears of rising Islamic fund-
amentalism, Raymond Garthoff,
who has focussed on concern
over American intervention in
Iran; and my assessments, which
centered on the Soviet image of
Afghan communist leader H.af_l-
zullah Amin as an opportunistic
nationalist who might strike a
deal with Washington or Beij-
ing. Whatever the mix of fac-
tors that figured in the decision,
it is increasingly doubtful that
the Soviet Union viewed Afghan-
istan as a military steppingstone
to the Gulf.



ding to Yuri Gankovsky,
: Ascuc‘f’f;t ,ffgh:mistun_ spcgialist
at the Institute of Oriental
Studies who warned against the
decision 10 invade, Brezhnev
and his ideological eminence
rise, Mikhail Suslov, pushed
i through by a narrow Polit-
buro majority over the doubts
of Andropov, then head of the

KGB. The optimistic assump-
tion was that Karmal could
easily win back support lost
as a result of Amin’s over-
zealous reforms Dby pursuing
more moderate policies. As
early as May 1980, however,

against a background of grow-
ing U. 8. aided resistance acti-
vity, Moscaw and Kabul made
their first formal overtures for
negotiations.

Direct talks rejected

Pakistan rejected demands for
a direct government-to—govern-
ment dialogue that would have
implied recognition of the Kabul
regime. Instead, Pakistani For-
eign Minister Agha Shahi insis-
ted on a U.N.-sponsored dialo-
gue in which Kabul would not
be represented by the Govern-
ment. By December, the Soviets
had pushed Karmal into drop-
ping the demand for direct
government-to-government eX-
changes; by January 1981, they
had agreed that the U.N. could
play a still undefined role. But
Moscow accused Shahi of bad
faith when he suddenly added
a new condition — Iranian par-
ticipation in the negotiations.
Moreover, Shahi had run into
strong opposition from the con-
Servative Arab countries, backed
by the United States, when he
Tevealed his intention to exclude
Afghan resistance groups from
the projected talks.

Returning from the late Janu-
ary 1981 TIslamic Conference
SUmmit meeting in Taif, Saudi
Arabia, Shahi complained that
State Department officials were
giving me a hard time, telling
g they don’t like what I am
I)fflllg." Richard Burt, then
t_m:t:to_r_ of the Bureau of poli-
ICo-Military Affairs in the State

Department, stated in a conver-
sation that *‘we dan’t trust
Shahi at all.” Referring to
General Akhtar Abdul Rahman,
then head of the Pakistani Inter-
services Intelligence Directorate,
Burt said that “we route every-

thing to Zia through General
Akhtar.” When Shahi was eased
out as Foreign Minister in

February 1982, he privately bla-
med American pressures, citing
repeated State Department ob-
jections to his encouragement
of a U.N. mediating role.

Encouraged by Shahi and the
Soviets, then U.N. Socretary-
General Kurt Waldeim sent
Javier Perez de Cuellar, at that
time Under Secretary-General
for Special Political Affairs, on
two missions to Kabul, Isla-
mabad and Tehran in 198l.
The Russians want to do some-
thing’’, Perez de Cueller said in
September, ‘‘but Kabul is ner-
vous. What we have is bridge
of straw, and we shouldn’t try
to run across it too much.” At
first, the Karmal regime wanted
him to convene negotiation and
then leave the room. WNext they
suggested that he might remain
as a silent ceremonial presence.

Finally, Waldheim won agree-
ment that the U,N. could play
a good-offices role “We could
make suggestions.” Perez de
Cucllar said, “‘but not push
them.”’

Soon after becoming Secre-
tary-General in January 1982 Perez
de Cuellar appointed Cordovez,
who flew to Islamabad and
Kabul in April to prepare the
ground for what was to be the
first of 12 rounds of negotia-
tions in Geneva that June. In
contrast to Perez de Cuellar’s cau-
tious style. Cordovez soon trans -
formed his good-offices office
role into one of active media-
tion.

First task

His first task was to devise
a format and a agenda that
would break the stalemate. Kabul
wanted a format of direct govern-

ment-to-government talks, while
Islamabad would meet only with
officials of the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party. Cordovez
persuaded themto aceept indirect
government—to-gavernment  €X-
changes as a compromise. Fot
the next six years, when the Pakis-
tani and Afghan delegations
came to Geneya, Cordovez met
with them separately. It was
not until the signal that the
two Foreign Ministers met face
to face.

The stalemate over the agenda
proved more difficult to resolve.

To Islamabad’s call for the
withdrawal of foreign forces,
Moscow and Kabul countered
with a demand for the private
termination of Pakistani ““inter-
ference’ to be guaranteed by
Washington. Islamabad, in turn,
responded that it was not inter-
fering, and American guaran-
tees were unnecessary. *“Second
determination,” which was em-
phasized by Islamabad, had been
categorically ruled out by Mos-
cow and Kabul as inadmissi-
ble in a U.N. negotiation bet-
ween member—States. The other
issue that all parties had agreed
to discuss with the return of
the 2.5 million Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan <“in safety
and honour.”

Cordovez won acceptance of
“non-interference” as an agenda
item by proposited mutual pled-
ges of future good behaviour
toward Afghanistan. Without -
admitting past or present mis-
deeds, both sides would make
pledges, to be effective on a
given date, not to interfere in
each other’s territory. He then
made the key procedural
proposal that  enabled the
negotiations to begin. Ins-
tead of arguing about each item
separately he maintained, it
was first necessary to accept
the concept of a ‘‘comprehen-
sive settlement’” in which agree-
ment on the withdrawal of
foreign forces, on mutual non-
interference guaranteed and on
the return of the refugees would
be interdependent.

(To be continued)
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Soviets master

Jonathan Steele

here is something increasin-

gly distasteful about the
official Western attitude to the
endgame in Afghanistan. While
the special Soviet envoy Yuli
Vorontsov rushes hither and
thither to promote a coalition
Government before the last So-
viet troops pull out next month,
the West does nothing but call
for the present Government’s
resignation while continuing to
arm and encourage ils oppon-
ents.

Mr. Vorontsov has been talking
to the Afghan Mojahedin in

Iran. He hopes to see represen-
tatives of the Pakistan-based
groups for what will be their

second round of talks over the
next few days. In the first week
of January he was in Rome
for consultations with the for-
mer King. Meanwhile, Sir Geof-
frey Howe says President Naji-
bullah should unilaterally aban-
don power. The contrast bet-
ween one side’s efforts at find-
inga compromise and the other’s
bid for all-out victory could
not be more pronounced.

If military victory were certain,
and sure to be painlessly achi-
eved, the Western line might
seem valid. But no such cer-
tainty exists. For the past six
months the cities of Jalalabad
and Kandahar have been with-
out Soviet troops, yet neither
has fallen to the Mojahedin.
Nor is there any guarantee that
Mr. Najibullah’s departure would
safeguard the thousands of Af-
ghans who have joined his side
or have legitimate worries about
a Mojahedin triumph. To refuse
a negotiated compromise means
that hundreds more Afghans
will die as a bloody battle for
the country’s major cities moves
into higher gear. Is this what
the Mohajedins” main backers,
the United States, Britain and
Pakistan, and their allies on
this issue, those well-known bes-
tions of liberalism, Saudi Arabia
and Iran, want?
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the endgame in Afghanistan

Outrage Condemned

The Soviet invasion of Af-
ghanpistan was an outrage, which
the majority of the world’s na-
tions rightly condemned. Tt was
illegal, immoral and a mistake,
and turned what was a low-
level civil conflict into a full-
scale high technology war in
which thousands of civilians
have died, and thousands of
others have been driven from
their homes  The superiority
of Soviet and Afghan firepower
was the prime cause of death.
But the manner of the Soviet
departure has been nothing but
honourable. It deserves recogni-
tion from the West. U-turns
are not always wrong in poli-
tics, and they merit more than
sneers. Governments which ad-
mit mistakes ought to be en-
couraged, nor humiliated.

Let us look at the history of
the Soviet change of mind. The
cardinal decision to start the
withdrawal from Afghanistan
was taken in Moscow within
less than a year of Mr. Gorba-
chev’s advent to power in early
1985. Pressure was put on the
then leader Mr. Babrak Karmal
to broaden the base of his Gov-
ernment and make his offers
of national reconcilliation more
convincing. When he demusred,
Moscow prised him out. Three
months latter, in July 1986, in
a speech in Viadivostok, Mr.
Gorbachev said the Soviet Union
wanted to sce the Afghan op-
position join coalition Govern-
ment. This meant accepting the
legitimacy of the armed Mojahe-
din and an end to the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanis-
tan’s monopoly of power, It
was a crucial step. In the West
there is a romatic myth that it

was the supply of American
Stinger missiles which finally
turned the tide of war and
made Moscow see reason, a

kind of Afghan version of the
strategy of “peace through stren-
gth.”” The facts do not bear

this out. The Stingers did not
not come into action in large
numbers until the autumn of
1986 when the pull-out had al-
ready been decided on. What
led to the Soviet U-turn was
a combination of factors the
political mistakes of the PDPA,
awareness that the entry of
Soviet troops had turned a civil
war into a holy crusade and
made things worse, and recog-
nition that the Mojahedin could
not be defeated. It has required a
new political leadership in Mos-
cow to accept what Russians
privately had known for many
months.

Everything since then has been
a refinement of this theme.
There has been continual pres-
sure on the PDPA to go for
compromise, though this has
been a hard task. There have
been endless public appeals and
overtures to the Opposition,
though they were long stymied
by Mojahedin insistence that
they would only talk to the
Soviets, while Moscow insisted
that the PDPA must do the
talking. Last November, the
Soviets made a new concession
and allowed Mr. Vorontsov to
talk without the presence of
the PDPA at his side. Soviet
officials now admit that it would
have been better to accept the
Mojahedin’s offer of talks some-
what earlier. Finally, there have
been constant approaches to
Pakistan and the West to psr-
suade the Mojahedin to go for
a middle course.

Position Reversed

For a time during 1987 the
Soviets were conditioning their
agreement on a coalition Gov-
ernment. They reversed that
position a year ago, and at
Geneva they virtually accepted
an unconditional pull-out. Sovi-
et diplomats hint that the final
deadline of February 15 might
still not be met unless Pakistan
stops the Mojahedin operating



from its territory. But no ope

takes this seriously.

The fact is that Moscow has
no more cards to play. All jt
can do is argue plead and warn
of a bloodbath after it has gone.
The time for pressure has pas-
sed. It is in this situation that
the West should play a more
statesmanlike role. Soviet offi-
cials say Mr. Najibullah's posi-
tion and the role of the PDPA
are negotiable, but they cannot
simply be ended without com-

the other
mediator, Mr.

promises by side.
The then UN
Diego Cordovez, who worked
so tirelessly and skilfully to
achieve the Geneva accords,
argued last year that there had
to be a role for the PDPA,
though not necessarily for the
present President himself. That
is a reasonable proposition.

Assessments of what will hap-
pen after the Soviets withdraw
vary widely. Some claim the
regime will unravel in a few

South Asia and the Bomb

hina.aside, no Third World

country claims a nuclear
bomb, and the United States
has rightly sought to keep it
that way. The question is hot-
test in South, Asia where a
fearful India, to match China’s

bomb, surreptitiously went to
work and exploded a *‘peaceful”
nuclear device in 1974. A

fearful Pakistan stepped up its
own surreptitious bomb program.
Washington protested. Pakistan
pleaded its key role in suppor-
ting the Afghan resistance. That
bought unhappy American tole-

rance for a decade, and in
that time Pakistan brought its
program to a point where the
United States may now be

required by its nonproliferation
law to cut off Pakistan’s con-
siderable aid.

Except there’s a new wrinkle,
Pakistan has become, at least
formally, a democracy. The
military permitted the opposi-
tion candidate, Benazir Bhutto,
1o run, win and take office.
This is a fine achievement. It
Is also becoming the new basis
on which Pakisianis, friends of
Pakistan and friends of democ-
racy call for an understanding
of the Pakistani nuclear pro-
Efam.  The rationale for not
fracking down on Islamabad in
the 19805 was conservative; the
ftionale for the dawning 1990s
5 liberal. Help Prime Minis-
fer Bhutto assert civilian control
over a military little accustomed
© it, it is suggested. Don’t

undermine her by cracking down
on aid, Bend the law.

The relevant body of law
was meant to serve nuclear
nonproliferation, not democracy,
It has to be applied. But still,
the underlying situation needs
review. This is one of those
laws passed in the post—Vietnam
period when an ascendant Con-
gress was legislating foreign
policy directives. This parti-
cular law has had a decade’s
test. How is it doing? Terribly
Pakistan has moved ever closer
to a bomb. Enforcing the law,
however, would validate Pakis-
tan’s determination to pursue a
go-it-alone nuclear program. In
other words, enforcing the law

may undercut nonproliferation
even more than bending the
law.

It’s time for basics. Why is
Pakistan working on a bomb?
To provide security against
nuclear-capable India, whose
nuclear ambitions are surely no

smaller than Pakistan’s but which |
is much less dependent on U.S. i
aid and much less open to U.S.

pressure. How else can Pakis-
tan gain security? By improving
its relations with India. This
is the path Benazir Bhutto and
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi have committed them-
selves to. Encouraging the two
young leaders’ effort may serve
nonfroliferation better than re-
suming the frontal attack of
the past.

— The Washington Post.
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days. Others claim that it will
last for months, or even inde-
finitely, given the disarray on
the Mojahedin side. Develop-
ments may have gone too far
to be settled promptly by poli-
tical means. But if so, the
onus for the failure will be on
the Western side. The way the
Soviets came into! Afghanistan
was a disgrace. The manner
of their going has been impres-
sive,

—The Guardian

IPKF Battalions. ..
(Continued from page 3)

Mr. Amirthalingam at their
meeting in Madras last week, that
he would only make a statement
after meeting the Prime Minister
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, soon.

The LTTE statement is mainly
al critique of the] TULF’s} per-
formance since 1977, but itlalso
contains the militants reason
for rejecting the Provincial Coun-
cils and the parliamentary elec-
tions.

“Provincial Councils are not
going to put an end to Sinhala
colonisation of Tamil areas, nor
stop military atrocities. The
Tamil people will not be able
to build up their national eco-
nomy nor their language and
culture under this defective
framework. The parliamentary
representation subjected to the
tyranny of the Sinhala majority
will not secure the interests of
the Tamil people. Therefore the
arguments advanced by the TULF
and other gquisling groups of
India in favour of temporary
solutions and interim arrange-
ments are misguided notions
calculated to cheat the Tamil
masses,””

Struggle will continue

The LTTE continuss to refer
to the Indo-Sri Lankan Agree-
ment as a ‘‘charter of servility”
and pledges that *the struggle
for self determination will con-
tinue with more vigour and de-
termination irrespective of the
desperate efforts by India and
Sri Lanka to crush it militarily.”
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JANASAVIYA: how to make it work

Dayalal Abeysekera

s Poverty Alleviation (or
TJANASAVIYA} Programme
proposed by the President is to
form the country’s main deve-
lopment thrust. Thus its impor-
tance at this critical juncture.
It is heightened by the fact that
it is designed to reach 7 million
or over 40 percent of the popu-
lation, all of whom are living
below the official poverty line
(i.e., those families earning less
than Rs. 700/- per month). Though
almost the same sub-set of
population was reached by the
Food Stamp Programme, the
proposed JANASAVIYA progra-
mme goes beyond a mere dole
or a handout. Janasaviya aims
at providing a consumption
component (of Rs. 1,458/-) for
an eligible family of 5 or more
while it also provides a savings/
investment component {of Rs.
1,042/-) per month for a period

of 2 years beginning from April

1989. While the consumption
component is meant fo improve
the level of basic satisfaction
of basic human needs, the in-

vestment component is designed

to free the family from the
vicious cycle of poverty and
deprivation. For its realisation,
an accrued investment of Rs.
25,000/~ at the end of two
years is identified as the major
ingredient though assisted to
some degree by raised consump-
tion standards.

What cannot be gainsaid is
the massive potential encom-
passed by the Janasaviya Pro-
gramme. Nearly one half of
the country’s population is to
be reached, the very same group
whose contribution to the nation
has been marginal. If at least

The author is Asst. Resident
Representative, FORUT, an
grganisation  supported by
Swedish and Norwegian NGO's.
A sociologist who obtained his
Phd. from Brown Univ., USA,
he has taught at the University
of Nigeria.
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a 10 percent increase in their
productivity can be engineered,
this will constitute a tremendous
shot in the arm for the mna-
tional economy.

Concerns Problematic

The most crucial concern 18
the potential of the Janasaviya
Programme (JP) to propel at
least two thirds of the benefi-
ciaries into new economic oOr-
bit. It is necessary to identify
the critical junctures at which
the programme is liable to go
awry so that a concerted study
of those aspects could be made
and definite steps taken to
ensure goals. Three such con-
cerns are listed below:

{. Once the logistical details
of Janasaviya disbursements
are made, (which initially
would  consist of  the
consumption-directed allow-
ance), would there be an
automatic reorientation on
the part of the Janasaviya
Beneficiaries (JBs). ?

Ans:Most unlikely, unless some
activity is initiated to ins-
til the need to reorient.

2. What are the chances of
the average beneficiary uti-
lising the Rs. 25,000/- as a
capital investment rather
than consumption when it
reaches him in two years?

Ans:Very remote. This demands
business acumen and manage-
ment skills
usually available to the
average beneficiary. A very
definite intervention strategy
is needed to safeguard the
capital from being frittered
away on consumption, gam-
bling etc. which are the most
attractive alternatives for the
average beneficiary. Innu-
merable instances emanating
from the Middle-East ¢“gold

rush’” serve as historical
fore-runners for such sce-
narios. In fact, such sorry

that " ij& not

tales may have been enacted
by persons drawn dispropor-
tionately from a stratum
above that of the average
JB and the performance of
the latter might be much
worse,

3. Even with tolerably adequ-
ate management skills, what
chances will a Rs. 25,000/
investment capital have of
propelling an investor family
of five or more towards a
sustained economic take—off
out of the cycle of poverty ?

Ans:Left to their own devises,
the chances are very remote.
The chances of the same
exploitative forces (which,
in the first instance, were
responsible for cocooning
the family within a cycle
of poverty) operating within
the social milieu, impinging
on it and sucking off the
Rs. 25,000/ investment capi-
tal would be overwhelming.
The result would be the
reinstallation of the status
quo with added vigor through
newly acquired resources.
Even greater polarisation
between the social strata
can precipitate a more ex-
plosive situation in the
countryside.

In sum, we think that without
a definite interventionist strategy
calculated to stimulate, catalyze
and galvanize an organisational
base from within the JBs at the
village level, the likelihood of
the Janasaviya Programme fizzling
out as yet another ameliorative
measure are high. On the other
hand, we also firmly believe that
with a well conceived, constantly
monitored mobilisation strategy
backed up by political will and
committment, Janasaviya has the
potential to become a pioneering
exercise in poverty alleviation,
It could be an example to other
Third world countries.

(Continued on page 18)
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Sri Lanka’s Presidential Election
§. W. R. de A. Samarasinghe

{ncumbency
On the UNP side state po-

wer given by incumbency
helped. The use of TV -and
radio for publicity éj.nd prog-
rams favourable to ifs candi-
date is one example. This, how-
ever, was by no means a cri-
tical factor. All candidates had
equal access for party broadcasts.
In any event, past experience
shows that in Sri Lanka the
control of state media by the
governing party was no bar to
it being electorally defeated,

Campaign

More important was the re-
latively strong campaign of the
UNP. Mr. Premadasa is perhaps
the first presidential candidate
in Sri Lanka who conducted a
presidential campaign in the
classical style that focussed more
on the individual candidate—
‘his’ policies and personality—
than on the party that he re-
presented. For obvious reasons
he had to distance himself from
the weak points of the Jaye-
wardene administration while

claiming credit for its success..

This he successfully did by
focussing a great deal of atten-
tion on Premadasa the man who
represented, as he claimed, ge-
nuine change the country was
yearning for while assuring
continuity. In contrast Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s campaign was
never fully presidential but ap-
peared more like a parliamen-
tary campaign. One reason for
this was a rather awkward com-
mitment to abolish the Exe-
Cutive Presidency if she was
elected to that office. Second,
er age, past record as Prime
Minister and her relative weak-
Ness as a debator (compared to
her two rivals) prevented Mirs.
Bandaranaike from personalising
the campaign too much.

e

[The author- is a senior lecturer
i Economics at Peradeniya]

_Perhaps the most important
factor that explains the result
is the nature of the support
base of the two main parties.
The UNP had approximately
3.25 ml  (35% of the 1988 elec-
torate) and the SLFP 240 mil-
lion (26%) surviving voters from
the 1982 presidential election.
The by-cleetions and provincial
councils elections heald after
1982 indicated that the UNP
had retained its hardcore
25Y%, supporters. This was not
surprising because the benefi-
ciaries — 1.0 million who got
jobs, 200,000 middle east workers,
the large pumbers who got land
for cultivation under the Maha-
weli scheme, houses under Mr.
Premadasa’s one Million Houses
Programme etc—of UNP govern-
ment policies had a vested in-
terest in preserving the regime.
Thus, even if all one million
unemployed were willing to vote
against the government, there
were at least an equal number
who were indebted to the govern-
ment for the jobs they had.

Minorities

Mr. Premadasa did exceedingly
well among the minority groups
who accounted for about one-
third of the total vote he polled.
With the help of Cabinet Mi-
nister Sooriyamurthi Thondaman
and his Ceylon Workers Cong-
ress the UNP polled about
185,000 (7.2% of the total UNP
vote) Indian Tamils votes. In
addition the UNP got about
325,000 (12.7% of the total UNP
vote) Muslim votes (Table 2).
Mr. Premadasa also polled a
plurality of the Sri Lankan
Tamil vote. Although Mrs. Ban-
daranaike attracted more Sin-
halese Buddhists voters who
account, for about 70% of Sri
Lanka’s electorate, it was not
sufficient to offset Mr, Prema-
dasa’s lead among minority vo-
ters. Largely due to the- sup-
port of the EPRLF Mr. Abey-
goonesekera polled a sizable
Sri Lahkan Tamil vote in the
NEP.

The DPA partners of the SLFP
had no capacity to moblize
large blocs of voters. On the
one hand, the relatively modest
size of the Sri Lankan Tamil
vote (130,000) for the SLFP in-
dicate that the ACTC Ileader
Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam failed
to moblize the expected sup-
port. Even the DPA promise
of a permanent merger of
the north and east had not
impressed Tamil voters. On the
other hand, the DPA manifesto
which had been drafted by a
group that failed to appreciate
the natural constituency of the
SLFP, had the effect of alie-
nating traditional SLFP suppor-
ters. For example, the propo-
sal for a permanent merger of
north and east, the -creation of
a separate Muslim provinecial
unit in the east, an “imme-
diate freeze” on all ongoing
distribution of state land in
the north and east etc were
almost totally alien to what
the average SLFP sympathizer
believes in.

In this respect the most in-
explicable was the promise made
by the DPA to entrench section
29 (2) of the discarded 1947
Soulbury Constitution in a
future new constitution. Sec-
tion 29 (2) prohibited legisla-
tion which discriminated agiinst
any religious or ethnic mino-
rity. Some Buddhist leaders saw
this clause as a barrier to Bud-
dhism being accorded a special
status by the state. Section 29
(2) was dropped from the 1972
First Republican Constitution
adopted by Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
1970-77 government and it was
not included even in the 1978
Second Republican Constitution
adopted by Jayewardene’s UNP
government. In point of fact
Section 29(2) was never an is-
sue outside the narrow *‘liberal™
circle in Colombo. Having
known Buddhist opinion on the
issue, it was politically counter-
productive for the SLFP to in-
clude it in the DPA programme,
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In short the DPA programme
appeared to be a document
hastily prepared by a set of
people who were far removed
from the SLFP political reality.
The negative response it pro-
voked from the SLFP consti-
tuency was evident in the cri-
ticism levelled against 1t by
bodies such as the Buddhist
Theosophical Society and, more
importantly, in the embarrassed
silence maintained by the pro-
S1LFP Bhikkhu leadership after
the programme Wwas published.

Pattern

There are some interesting
aspects to the regional distri-
bution of the voting pattern.
The UNP core support came
from Colombo city, the narrow
“Catholic belt” to the north
of Colombo, Puttalam, southern
Kurunegala, Kegalle, Ratnapura,
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, and
Digamadulla (Ampara). These
areas account for one-third
of Sri Lanka’s electorate but
provided almost half (46.4%)
of the total UNP vote. The
SLFP core support came from
the Colombo suburbs, and the
districts of Gampha (excluding
the Catholic belt), Kalutara and
Galle. Together they account
for about one-quarter of the
Sri Lankan electorate but the
they provided almost two-fifths
(38%) of the SLFP vote.

The strong support of the UNP
in Colombo city is explained
by Premadasa’s personal popu-
larity especially in the poor
working class neighbourhoods,
and by the support he got from
the Muslims and Tamils, Mr.
Premadasa’s popularity in the
Kandyan (central highland re-
gion) provinces is partly ex-
plained by the Indian Tamil
and Muslim support. But more
importantly, he seems to have
attracted the poorer class of
Sinhalese voters in those -areas
as well. This is a remarkable
political achievement because
conventional wisdom normally
identified the rural poor, es-
pecially in the Kandyan areas,
with the SLFP.

It is acknowledged that in
Sri Lankan elections caste usu-
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ally plays an important but
subtle role.® Mr. Premadasa was
the first ‘commoner’ in Sri
Lanka’s post-war history 10
make a serious bid for the
nation’s highest office. He be-
longs to a minority casie from
the Kandyan aristocracy and
belongs to ome of Sri Lanka’s
so called ‘‘traditional ruling
families.”” In any way event
the main question was whether
the Sinhalese Govigama (farmer)
caste who consider themselves
to be at the top of SriLanka’s
caste hierarchy would shy away

from Mr. Premadasa on caste
grounds. The Govigama arc be-
liecved to account for about

509 of the Sinhalese electorate
and also form much of the
core support base of the UNP.
The election results suggest that
Mr. Premadasa managed to hold
the large majority of the tra-
ditional UNP support base pro-
bably signifying the triumph of
class interests over that of
caste. The good results for him
in certain districts such as
Kegalle and Ratnapura with
known concentrations of dep-
ressed caste communities seems
to hint that a fair number of
voters from these groups wsre
probably attracted to him by
the caste factor.

It is not surprising that the
SLFP did well in Gampha dis-
trict where Mrs. Bandaranaike's
own hometown and electorate

are located and considered a
traditional stronghold of the
party. In Anuradhapura and

north Kurunegala the SLFP re-
established, albeit on a low
poll, its traditional hegemony.
The left-leaning traditions of
the western coastal belt south
of Colombo and the southern
coastal belt also helped the
SLFP. However, it is the ex-
cellent performance of the party
in suburban Colombo electorate
that should encourage its lea-
dership planning for the Feb-
ruary 15th parliamentary elec-
tions and conversly create an-
xieties in the UNP leadership.
Of course although the UNP
won almost all these electorates
in the 1977 parliamentary elec-
tions with large majorities, tra-
ditionally most of them have

been held by SLFP or left
party MPs, Thus swing of some
degree against the UNP was
inevitable. Nevertheless, the fact
is that the Colombo middle/
lower middle class, who reaped
much of the benefits — jobs both
local and foreign, housing
schemes, transport, technical and
vocational education, consumer
goods etc. — of UNP economic
policies backed away from the

party in large numbers. The
question is why ? :
Middle Class

There are several reasons.

Many middle class people wanted
a change of party and people
in power and were not con-
vinced that Mr Premadasa repre-

sented adequate change. This
urge to change was largely
motivated by the belief that

the ruling party was insensitive
to public opinion especially on
issues such as  corruption.
Second, the breakdown in law
and order, the education system,
electricity and transport badly
affected the Colombo suburbs
and adjacent areas and the
government was blamed for it.
Third, there is considerable evi-
dence to suggest that a very
large number, probably a majo-
rity of state sector employees
(excluding the security forces
personnel) and many professio-
nals were not willing to sup-
port the UNP candidate. For
example, the SLFP won 49.3%
of the postal vote given by
government officials who took
up election duty and one sus-
pects that the 46.5% UNP share
in this came mainly from the
armed forces and possibly from
the government omnibus workers.

v
IMPLICATIONS
Parliament
The next immediate hurdle

for every political party is the
February 15th parliamentary elec-
tion. For the UNP it gives d4n
opportunity 1o strengthen its
popular mandate beyond the
27.4% of the total registered
vote it polled in December 1988
(in October 1982 Mr Jayewardene



2.4%)., Even more impor-
%cﬁﬂ‘; t/l::; party will be keen
‘2 gc,t an absolute majority

113 seats Orf more) in the next
arliament which will have 225
The Tamil-dominated

bers. !
:oer?;l and east will have 36
seats and probably only about

three are winnable by the UNP.
Thus it must find 110 seats from
the south. If the southern seats
were to be distributed on the
basis of the Presidential elec-
tion vote the UNP would get
104, six short of the target.

The deficit of six can be made
up provided there is a reasona-
ple “winner’s’” swing back to
¢the UNP. TIn this respect a
~ split in the anti-UNP vote in
the bigger districts with the
minor party votes not reaching
the minimum 5% required by
law to qualify for a seat will
Lelp the UNP.

UNP

Ina bid ito win the Parliamen-
tary electons the UNP is try-
ing to project a fresh image to
the electorate. It has dropped
about 5J sitting members includ-
ing about 10 ministers and 10
deputy ministers and nominated
a large number of new candi-
dates. The UNP campaign will
have to specially target the sub-
urban middle class in Colombo
and elsewhere. Honest and com-
petent candidates will help. So

Will better propaganda to ex-
plain to the voter what it
already has achieved in fields

such as education and what it
hopes to do in the next six
years. The restorabion of peace
and the reopening of schools
Were two promises that Presi-
dent Premadasa will have to
keep to attract the floating vote.
A reduction in the 50,000 strong
IPKF force is another of his
Commitments. In early January
India announced the withdrawal
of 2000 troops. However, unless
more follow before February
I5th, Sri Lankans, who will re-
ll a similar token gesture
made last June just before the
fovincial Councils election, will
:s':?:p;lg?l]l‘t of President ld)l:emta-
co s ability to ndia to
With draw it_sy arl:m,r.get :

For the

UNP the greatest
cleclm'_ul asset in the current
campaign is Presidnet Prema-

dasa. The advantages of incum-
bancy with a fresh mandate is
one abvious help. Even more
importantly, he is attractive to
an important section of the
Sinhalese Buddhist constituency
that attaches considerable impor-
tance to the fostering of “natio-
nal’’ culture and the Buddhist
religion. President Jayewardene’s
administration was criticised in
some quarters, rightly or wron-
gly, for neglecting these aspects.
Mr. Jayewardene in office never
developed an intimate relation-
ship with the Buddhist Bhikku
leadership who claim a tradi-
tional role as advisors to the
Sri Lankan rulers. In such a
context it was notable that Mr
Premadasa’s official induction
to office on January 2nd in the
Buddhist holy city of Kandy
took the form of a religious
consecration lasting almost two
full days.

The CWC that represents the
Indian Tamil vote has joined
the UNP to contest the parlia-
mentary elections. The latter,
however, will have to work
hard for the Muslim vote. 1In
fact if there is a substantial
loss of the Muslim vote to the
newly formed Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC) the 113 secat
target could become elusive.

SLFP
As for the SLFP the DPA
was an improbable coalition

that brought parties with strong
communal views on both the
Sinhalese as well as Tamil side
and, as expected, it broke up
soon after December 19th. Whe-
ther the DPA program will be
adopted by the SLFP remains
to be seen. Politically it may
be disadvantageous to do so
because many key aspects of it
are not acceptable to traditio-
nal SLEP supporters. In Decem-
ber there was not much time
for these mnegative aspects to
sink in and alienate SLFP voters
in large numbers who were all
keyed up to throw out the
government. But now the UNP
can be expected to conduct a

strong campaign to attract the
“floating” SLFP sympathizers.
The SLFP may bz served better
if it were to adopt the mani-
festo it is supposed to have
prepared over the last several
years. However, just now the
SLFP appears to be planning
to request the people for a man-
date to throw out the Execu-
tive Presidency via constitutio-
nal reform. This appears to be
a non-starter. The people in
Sri Lanka who are hungry for
stability will hardly support a
recipe for a constitutional crisis
and further instability. The
best bet for the SLFP would
be to revive spirits of its sup-
porters and field the best pos-

sible slate of candidates and
stress the importance of a
balanced or hung parliament

that will force president Prema-
dasa to consider all-party
“national” government or, at
least, a strong opposition that
can keep a UNP government in
check. However, several pro-
minent SLFP candidates who
having lost -the prospects of
government office have with-
drawn from the February 15th
contest thereby weakening the
party’s bid for victory.

Long Term

Finally, assuming that the
UNP wins an absolute majority
in parliament what are the long
term implications of the Decem-
ber results for the Sri Lankan
polity? The UNP has already
established a new record in Sri
Lanka’s post-independence his-
tory by winning a third consecu-
tive national election. If peace
and normalcy are restored and
the UNP implements its pro-
mised program with a clean
government, the party is pro-
bably set to guide the country
into the 2Ist century. It hds
enough leadership talent to do
it and it has emerged from the
crisis of the last two years
with renewed confidence.

For the SLFP a bad result in
the parliamentary elections will
compound the ecrisis within the
party. As a centrist party it is
finding it difficult to prepare a
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programme that can challenge
the centre-right UNP w_lnch 15
riding high on the rightist wave
that is sweeping the world from
US, to Soviet Union to _Chma.
The UNP has marched with the
lime from the liberal-aristocar-
tic leaderthip of the Senana-
yakes (1947-70) to the liberal-
technocratic leadership of Jaye-
wardene (1970-88) to the present
populist-technocratic leadership
of Premadasa. In contrast the
SLFP is stuck in the liberal-
aristocratic leadership of the
pre 1970s. The scope for new
leadership development in the
party is limited for two rca-
sons. One is the control ex-
ercised by one family, the
Bandaranaikes. Second, with-
out office it is very difficult for
politicians to develop a national-
level leadership base. Thus, it
is conceivable that due to the
weaknesses of the SLFP the
UNP might increasingly assume
the role of ‘“‘natural” party of

governance in Sri Lanka.
Left :

As regards the “‘left” the
performance of the SLMP is

further confirmation that a party
with traditional left ideas
(nationalization, state control,
more socialism etc) has very
limited appeal in Sri Lanka.
However, the growth of the LTTE
and other radical Tamil natio-
nalist groups in the north and
the radical Sinhalese nationalist
JVP in the south and their appeal
to rural youth suggests that
there is scope for stromg natio-
nalist radical political parties.
Whether the LTTE, JIVP, or any
other group will have the abi-
lity to define itself clearly,
equip itself with a popular ideo-
logy and a coherent program
and enter the electoral process
yet remains to be seen.
Minorities

The December presidential
election result clearly demons-
trated the decisive role that the
minorities will play in Sri Lanka's
elections. On the positive side
this will force Sinhala-majority
governments and political parties
in the south to be sensitive to
minority grievances and aspira-
tions. On the negative side
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minority communal political
parties could firy to exploit the
situation i an unreasonable
manner. Shrewed political jud-
gement and stzntesmanshlp on
the part of the national politi-
cal leadership will be require
to strike an acceptable balance.
L d Famil
iggin Caste an amily
3 ?neethimpcae:mi'sgga'rs:'he Sinhalese, 1947~
[976. Cambridge University Press:
1979.

ANASAVIYA:. ..
(Continued from page 14)
We shall try to share some
ijdeas on how the Janasaviya
Programme (JP) could be forti-
fied into a trail-blazing exercise.
Some of the same thoughts or
variations of it may already be
incorporated in the planning of
the JP. If there is repetition,
it is due to our ignorance of
the full scope of the programme.

Assumptions

An important assumption im-
plicit in most of the thinking
below is the fact that the JBs
will be in a much better posi-
tion to break out of the cycle
of poverty and deprivation if
the resources are mobilized as
a whole within each village unit
rather than as atomized family
units. There is obvious strength
in numbers. This is more so
the case when economic resour-
ces are also involved; rupees
and cents added have a habit
of enhancing the economic

viability of a wventure, ceteris
peribus.
A second assumption made

is the absolute necessity of an
organisational base of the JBs
which would provide a bulwark
for the anticipated economic
take—off. The JBs being rec-
ruited from the lowest socio-
economic stratum are the least
likely to have organisational
membership, experience or a
strong understanding of the ef-
ficacy of an organisational base
for social and economic eman-
cipation,

Setting up a JB
Organisational Base

When should this organisa-
tional base be set up? Should

it wait until April 1991 when
the first JBs will start receiving
their Rs. 25,000/~ investment
capital? Our answer is a firm
NO! In fact, we think that it
should start immediately. How
is one to begin immediately to
form an organisational structure
of the JBs when the first pro-
ceeds of the programme are to
reach the initial recipients only
in April, 19897 Obviously, in-
novative social engineering skills
on the part of change-agents
are required.

Beneficiaries would be iden-
tified and located shortly (vide.
7.5 of Jana Saviya Programme
Implementation Guidelines No.
1). It is proposed that the first
crucial organisational grouping
of the JP be set up as the
Village Janasaviya Committee
(VIC) constituted by at least 10
members elected from among
the village JBs.

JANASELA or ‘Ape Kade’

The VIC is charged with the
duty of running the village
JANASELA or the village “Jana-
saviya Store” which will stock
and retail all necessary commo-
dities to the JBs at below the
retail price of the private ftra-
der. This can be done and has
been done by many a small group
of consumers since they cont-
rol the purchasing, retailing
and consequently the profits of
this economic activity. The cost—
benefits accruing to partici-
pants from such an exercise have
been found to be around 15
percent of the turnover among
small groups and could be even
greater when the scale of ope-
ration is moderately enhanced-

Once the Janasela achieves
some degree of economic sta-
bility, it may be possible to
expand its retail sales service
{o the community beyond the
JBs on a cash basis, provide
a consumer—concerned service
and through that inculeate a
sense of consumer protection
to the community at large. This
may serve as a guard against
the indulgence in unscrupulous
practices by private traders.

(To be concluded)



Polls and political violence

Vasantha Amarasinghe

rime Minister Ranasinghe

Premadasa’s recent victory
over Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara—
naike, candidate for the DPA
Democratic People’s Alliance),
in the Sri Lankan Presidential
Election on 19th December,
may not have come as any
great surprise to international
observers. Nor does it seem to

have brought about anything
more than a quiet academic
response from those commen-

tators and analysts whose wri-
tings were the first visible re-
actions to the results. Observers
more intimately connected with
the Sri Lankan political pro-
cess may view the event some-
what differently. But, as in
the cas¢ of the Sri Lankan
Referendum of 1982, which has
been called “‘a watershed”® in
the country’s electoral history,
perceptive and critical analysis
will no doubt be much slower
and more cautious in appearing,

What is more important in
the present context, is that the
result of this election will have
2 significant bearing on the
parliamentary election that fol-
lows close on its heels on Feb-
ruary 15th. Even if it does
not reach the voting public, a
quick assessment of this result
may at least help to put into
circulation a very different in-
terpretation from much of what
has appeared so far. Tt will
also give expression to feelings
and views that can be heard
M most parts of the country.

The most striking thing about
the presidential election was the
Piper—thin  majority of 0.43%
Which saved the wvictor from
a count of the preferential votes.

hough  this may not have
Changed the final outcome, it
Would have highlighted drama-
:Li?llllty ﬁ_l[? arithmetic of tlhe

¢ o ut’ it bluntly,
2-,569,199dcg.st ptht:ir votes fc])r
candidate Premadasa. while
2,525,587 or more voted against

him, and for the SLFPiand the
left-wing coalition the USA.
The margin between the votes
for and against Premadasa was
only 43,612, 91,445 votes were
spoilt. 4,189,519 chose not to
vote at all or, more pointedly,
were prevented from doing so.

The crux of the presidential
election lies here. Sri Lanka
has an wunvarying record of
high wvoter turnout. The Jast
three nationwide elections in-
volving all the major parties,
in 1970, 1977 and 1982, saw a
turnout of 85.2 %, 86.7% and
81.1%. respectively. This time
only 35.32% voted.

The reasons for the present
low turnout were the conditions
of extreme political and social
turbulence that engulfed the
country in the months preceding
the presidential election. This
particular chapter of political
violence began with killing of
a student leader, Daya Patirana,
in December 1986. It attained
new levels after the signing of
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
in July 1987 (popularly referred
to as the “Peace Accord”), and

reached a crescendo in the weeks
before election. ¢iIt moved from
rampaging university students
and schoolchildren, to innumer-
able assassinations of politicians.
big and small, and hundreds of
innocents, and widespread con-
ditions of violence and terror,
Official statistics' of political
killings and robberies of fire-
arms (other than in the North
and East) indicate the spread
of terrorism in most parts of
the island.

The unrest reached such pro-
portions that the very “‘ability
of the country to survive’ was
qustioned. There was widespre d
breakdown of transport, power,
fuel and food supplies, post
and telecommunications, in many
parts of the country. Schools
universities, factories and work-
places were closed down. Pub-
lic life and civil order was
distupted more extensively and
for a longer period than at any
time in living memory. Large
numbers of professionals and
nervous sections of the upper
and middle classes left the
country “on holiday. At the
onset of the main tourist sea-
son, tourists were officially
asked to leave. Incoming tours
were cancelled. The excerpts
from the press are examples of
the comments that appeared al-

Political and other Murders, and Robberies of Firearms
outside the North and East (Presented in Parliament during
Debates on the Extension of the Emergency)

(from 20/12/87 to 14/12/88)

Period Political
ending rurders
15/1/88 10
20/2/88 8
18/3/88 10
15/4/28 6
14/5/88 20
14/6/88 43
14/7/88 24
15/8/88 23
15/9/88 51
14/10/88 75
14/11/88 112
14/12/81 82

most daily in WNovember and
December:
Other Robberies
murders of firearms
25 34
31 17
41 16
44 ; 13
18 19
23 3 87
65 40
88 158
99 163
132 166
212 673
323 115
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wWhat is tragic about the
present crisis is that while
‘every political party and grou-
ping realises the country Is
tottering on the brink of di-
saster, party interest appears
to be taking precedence over
pational interest ... Thereis
perhaps only a few days more
when absolute disaster will
strige us. Thus we do hope
that all realise there 18 mno
time to lose... History will
judge all the present leaders
in the way they acted during
this moment of peril ... pet-
tifogging politicians or pat-
riots.”’ (Island editorial 8/11.)

«Only the wilfully purblind
will refuse to accept the fact
that we are confronted by the
most profound national crisis
of contemporary times... estab-
lished wisdom and conventio-
nal opinion finds itself unable
to grapple with the enormity
of the situation.” ([sland edi-
torial 9/11.)

«+Qur motherland is in tur-
moil crisis and its citizens
are all living in mortal fear.
The present state affairs has
been brought about by a
whole series of cause and
many are to share the blame.
Violence is a daily occurence
and it is from all sides. The
oft repeated cliche that vio-
lence  begets violence has
proved itself to the hilt and
still we refuse to learn, ho-
ping for victory by elemina-
ting the other side.

“Democracy is in peril. The
long awaited elections are in
danger of being sabotaged or
of not being held at all. ..
Without free and fair elections,
the results will be of no use
to anyone. Even after that,
if there is no assurance of
justice to all sections of so-
ciety . .. there will be no
peace.” (from an appeal issued
by the Catholic Archbishop
of Chlombo on 22/11, pub-
lished in Daily News 24/11.)

“For more than a year,
Sri Lanka has drifted from
calamity to crisis.. . What
is indisputable is that this
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beautiful, agonised, little coun-
try is tearing itself to bits. ..
Many Sri Lankans fear that
the election is at best a cru;l
farce, and that at worst 1t
will mark the final collapse
of their country. Nowhere is
that fear closer to realisation
island’s

than here, at the
southern extremity.
«Food is in short supply

and petrol deseperately scarce.
The tourist hotels are closed,
the shops have little to sell
and nobody to buy. Upcoun-
try, the tea estates are de-
serted and the managers flee-

ing to Colombe, Adminis-
tration is paralysed. Buses
can ply only with heavily

armed soldiers on board. The
only commodity in abundant
supply is lies.

“The government says the
banks are working, that po-
wer lines destroyed by the
JVP are being restored and
that fuel and food are once
again on sale. The fact is
that banks, even under heavy
guard are opening at most
for half an hour at a time.
There is little rural credit,
and little way of cashing
wage cheques or dippng into
savings. People are hungry,
even starving.

““Vast swathes of the south
are without electricity or
telephones; the lines are hac-
ked and blasted by the side
of the road. Government of-
fices are open but only be-
cause the people in them have
been literally driven to work
by the army ' (Derek Brown
in the Guardian Weakly 4/12.)

*“Anybody with eyes or ears
today must also realise that
prospects for holding a coun-
trywide election are very grim
at the momant. Public anxiety
is centred on the fact whe-
ther adequate security can be
provided to voters and elec-
tion officials and whether the
conditions exist in the country
for people to take part in
the electoral process in large
numbers.”  (Island editorial
16/12.)

This unprecedented wave of
violence created by subversives
and called “Southern terrorism"
(as opposed to ‘**Northern ter-
rorism” which had been going
on for many yerrs in the north
and east), was generally be-
lieved to have been caused by
the extremist organisation, the
JVP (Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna or People’s Liberation
Front) and by an armed group
known as the DIV (Deshapremi
Viyaparaya Peramuna or Patrjo-
tic People’s Front). The JVP
had spearheaded the youth in-
surrection of 1971.

There is also a widely held
and plausible view that the
SLFP, or elements of its grass-
roots supporters, played some
part in this scenario, giving it
tacit approval and even active
support.

Later on there also appeared
on the “southern scene’” other
armed organisations like the
government’s Special Task Force
(STF), the “*Green Tigers” a
euphemism for goon squads, and,
in the middle cof the election
campaign, a mysterious organi-
sation, the People’s Revolutio-
nary Red Army (PRRA). The
complexities of the situation
can be seen in the following
extract from an interview given
by President Jayewardene ta
Edward Gorman of the London
Times, reproduced in the Sunday
Times of 18th December:

:  What is happening in
places like Matara, a town I
visited a few days ago, where
there are bodies lying on the
road every morning and peo-
ple are Kkilling on all sides?
There are these various groups,
like the peoples Revolutionary
Red Army. Who do you think
these new groups are, like
PRRA?

A. Well we have been arm-
ing a large number of people
for security purposes to pro-
tect the Members of Parlia-
ment, members of our party,
members of the so-called
USA. So weapons are avai-
lable. They are being used
for protection.



Q: Are there any connections
between the government and

the PRRA?

A: There may be some peo-
ple. T don't know.

So you think there could
pe some connection between
the government and the PRRA?

4: Not a connection. But
there may be members who
are supporting the government
who are in these groups.

The crescendo of political vio-
tence experienced after President
Jayewardene’s announcement in
September of Premadasa’s selec-
tion as his successor to con-
test the post of President, see-
med a natural heightening of
the prenomination pattern of
events.

With hindsight, it is now be-
ing questioned whether there
was a logical development bet-
ween the earlier and later
scenarios or whether the acute
post-nomination  crisis  was
caused by the entry of entirely
new factors.

The observations that trigger
off this questioning were that
the low poll in areas affected
by the violence was especially
damaging to the opposition
candidate Mrs. Bandaranaike,
while the public violence itself
came to a sudden and abrupt
halt with the announcement of
he result and Premadasa’s vic-
tory.

The effect of the low poll
on Mrs. Bandaranaike's perfor-
mance at the election has been
referred to in several of the
preliminary analysis. For ex-
ample, A. T. R. Madanayake ob-
serves that 17 electorates which
were SLFP strongholds were
critically affected by the violence
(Lanka Guardian 1/1/89). Analysts
have failed, however, to stress
several other important indica-
tions that would require us to
note that the benafactor of the
Violence was the ruling party.
It was the columnist Kautilya
Who came closest to implying
this when he wrote, *<50.4 per
;ent 1S what Prime Minister

femadasa got, with his rival,

the DPA’s Mirs. Bandaranaike
almost 45% .. .a political party
(the DPA/SLFP) which waded
into the contest un-armed when
almost everybody else was to-
ting automatic weapons, polled
2.8 million.”  (island  25[12.)
While many had doubted whe-
ther the election could be held at
all, large sections of the public
had anticipated a very different
result. :

Expectations

By November there were many
indications that a highly elec-
toral conscious society which in
previous decades had consistently
voted against an incumbent
government, was about to do so
again. The massive crowds that
milled to hear Mrs. Bandaranaike

~were not the only signs. More

telling is the fact that 36 Mi-
nisters and government MPs, are
said to have left the country
(according to the Sunday Times
11/12) at the hight of a coun-
trywide election, along with an
unknown number of highly-
placed politically appointed of-
ficials, clearly anticipating an
electoral defeat.

One of the last bills to be
debated in Parliament was the
controversial Indemnity (Amend-
ment) Bill, in early December.
This indemnified ministers, of-
ficials and security forces against
legal action or punishment for
<any act., .. legal or otherwise,
done or purported to be done
with a view to restorting law
and order” during the period
of office of the Jayewardene
government. The bill could only.
muster 56 government MPs in
its. support, a record low poll,
in a parliament in which the
Government Whip was heavily
wielded. This was probably due

to a reluctance on the part of

many MPs to be associated
with the bill, and the absence
of a large number who had
gone abroad.

The lack of the wusual out-
burst of celebration and wide-
spread attacks on the defeated
by the victors, has been ex-
plained by the fact that the
mass of SLFP voters, who hud

been confident of victory, and
had prepared themselves for an
orgy of post-election violence,
were stopped in their tracks by
the sharp reversal of expecta-
tions. Others have suggested
that lukewarm UNP voters had
no cause for wreaking revenge
on opponents who had been re-
peatedly defeated in one way
or another since the massive
UNP victory of 1977.

(To be continued)
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MONTAIGNE:

S. Pathiravitana

¢ is rare today to find a
person who is more enter-
qained by reading Montaigne

(1533—1593), the French Essayist,
than by watching TV. Rarer
still to find him in the person
of an emperor, like the Emperor
of Japan, Akihito. Time may
have distanced Montaigne from
modern audiences, but not what

he says:

In my experience with myself | have
enough to make me wise if | were
only a good student of it. .. Every
man carries within himself the whole
condition of humanity.

That's a penetrating thought
which an emperor sitting on a
throne rarely has time for. It
can serve even less exalted
selves, provided they are willing
to go all the way with Mon-
taigne.

When | find myself convicted of an
error, | not only learn of a new
mistake, but, more than that, |
learn the weakness and treachery
of my understanding as a whole. ..
To learn that you have said or done
a foolish thing is nothing. You must
Jearn that you are nothing but a
fool — 3 much more comprehensive
lesson.

If there were newspapers pub-
lished in his day, he may have
written for us an entertaining
and thought-provoking column.
In their absence he invented
the essay. The essay was nNew
to literature. Before Montaigne
there were narrative writings,
descriptions, histories, satires
as demonstrated by the Greeks
and the Romans.

_But with him was born wri-
ting at random, conforming to
10 pre-conceived order but to
the wurge, ‘the wind bloweth as
it listeth’, Then again earlier
writers wrote about heroic action
or deeds. Montaigne's subjects
had nothing of that grand quality.

ey were more about how
Alexander bent his head slightly

The First Essayist

to emphasise his beauty or how
Cicero was in the habit of
puckering his nose or, as in
his own case, why he necded
to scratch his ears so often.
They had, what journalist call,
human interest. Like this pas-
sage for intance:

| do not bite my nails over the
difficulties | encounter in a book,
After one or two assaults | give
them up. If | kept at them, | would
lose my time and myself as well;
for my mind is good only for one
jump. If | can’t see a point at the
first glance, repeated efforts will do
nothing but make it more obscure,

The essays also show how he
came through the renaissance.
For example, he had a most
unusual education. His father
who had a touch of the renais-
sance fever decided to teach
his child Latin from the cradle
itself. For this he got down
the best tutors available in the
market, taught the domestics
handling the child some basic
Latin words and phrases and
he himself and his wife trained
themselves to talk to the growing
child in only Latin.

By the age of six the child
had a good command of Latin
without ever having to memo-
rise lists of verbs and their
declensions. When he started
on French at the age of six,
it was like learning a second
language. As a case study it
was so interesting that his tutor
had told him he had included
this experience in a study he
made on language teaching.

This remarkable way of learn-
ning Latin, one would have
thought, would have helped him
retain his skill at Latin for
the rest of his life. That was
not to be. It so happened that
his second language finally took
over from what he calls his
mother tongue and Latin fell
from the first place. Years
later, however, Montaigne recalls

that while rushing to the help
of his father who had a sudden
fall he found his emotions
crying out in Latin.

Our image of Renaissance Man
needs adjustment after meeting
Montaigne. Though liberated to
a large extent after reading the
Athenian philosophers and wise,
after learning how to live and
how to die from the Stoics and
the Epicureans and at the same
time worldly after enjoying the
raptures of Venus, Montaigne
remained very much the Roman
Catholic in his faith and the
Royalists in his politics.

This may be disconcerting to
some. But such disparities Mon-
taigne could well contain within
himself. In fact his response
to life was one of fullness or
wholeness or as we moderns
call it holistic. Unlike the
committed people of today his
commitment was not to one
philosophy or belief or way of
life. 1n that expressive phrase,
now deadened by political wuse,
he truly saw unity in diversity.

He was appalled by the smell
of burning corpses that came
from all sides of France in
his time because people’s reli-
gious beliefs were in conflict.

Belief, he said, had nothing
to do with truth, but came
along with custom and birth,
just as the French were born
French and the Germans Wwere
born German. This did not,
however, prevent him from taking
sides as we moderns wracked
with doubt may be unable to
do. When the time came he
took the side of his birth.

If you ask him for a reason
he might merely say: “We can-
not fail in following Nature. . .
So too must we learn to endure
what we cannot evade. Our life,
like the harmony of the world
consists of contrary things—of
diverse tones, sweet and harsh,
sharp and flat, gay and solemn.
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If a musician should wuse but
one of them, it would be mean-
ingless, He must know how to
employ them all and mingle
them together.

«We lJikewise must learn to
blend the goods and evils which
are part and parcel of our life —
we cannot exist without them.

His confidence in Nature in
all matters is so strong that
when it comes even to medi-
cation he does not take the
word of the physician seriously.
His father, for instance, lived
for three score and fourteen
years, his grandfather for three
score and nine and his great
grandfather for almost four score

years.

None of them took any medi-
cine, for them taking anything
outside food was taking a drug,
Even when an wuncle of his
fell seriously ill he was ftold
he would be soon dead if he
didn’t take medicine, he replied,
“Then I am dead.” Montaigne
sees physicians as mnot being
satisfied to treat illness. They
treat health itself as a sickness,
“lest a man should at any
time escape their authority.”,

He had the same lack of
confidence in the various scien-
tific theories propounded at
different times before and during
the renaissance. He thought that
scientists grabbed much more
than they could chew — “We
labour only to stuff our me-
mory, and leave the conscience
and understanding empty.” He
would prefer to think that science
was a game or a toy, “because
it was not good to be too
subtle and cunning.” As the
Tuscan proverb puts it, he says,
“If you draw the thread too
fine, you will break it.”

As for learning, Montaigne
understood the Professors, (as
Montaigne called the academics)
were engaged then as now in
purely verbal games — “the game
may be kept up until the dic-
tionary is exhausted.” All that,
he says, leads to falsehood and
patter. This intellectual dis-
honesty has turned Montaigne
away from the academic world.
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“l have seen in my times,” he
says, ‘‘a hundred artisans, a
hundred field-labourers wiser and
happier than university rectors
— and men whom I would much
rather resemble.

«Learning has its place, I
think, among the necessities of

life, as have heroism, beauty
and riches; but more remote
and more by our opinion of
it than by its own mnature.

Whoever values us for our be-
haviour will find more excellent
men among the ignorant than
among the learned, and excel-
lent in every sort of yirtue.”

The essays of Montaigne pro-
vided, once upon a time, a
‘liberal education’ to the rea-
der. Its impact has grown less
through the years because the
idea of the full man, the whole-
some man has lessened in im-
portance with the divisive impact
on our lives of the industrial

revolution.
We are

now reviewing the

terrible effects of the dark Sata-

nic mills on our Ilives and
on our environment. Montaigne
provides the philosophy of the
need to balance our lives or,
as we say today, to live in
harmony with our eco-systems.
There are quite a few who will
understand him today when he
says: ‘“As for me, I study my-
self more than any other subject:
it is my physics and meta-
physics.”

There is evidence that Shakes-
peare was one who took more
than a cursory glance at Mon-
taigne. In his Tempest we are
given a picture of a just and
fair society, (more utopian than
dharmista), the origin of which
is a report from a witness who
has seen it functioning in newly
discovered Brazil during a 12-
year stay there. Montaigne is
quite enthralled and records it
more as a criticism of his own
times than as an escape from
the society into which he was
born. Here is Montaigne:

It is a nation with no kind of com-
merce; no knowledge of letters or
numbers; no name of magistrate or
political superiority; no wealth po-

verty, or need of servants; no con-
tracts, inheritances, or divisions of
prcperty, for there is no occupation
save |dleness and no respect of
kindered beyond the common rights
of man to man; no clothing, agri-
tulture, or metal; no use of wins
or wheat. The very words which
signify falsehood, treachery, dissi-
mulation, avarice, envy, slander, for-
giveness, are never heard of.

And here is Shakespeare using
it in the Tempest to make a
few jobs at Sir Thomas More’s
Utopia or, what may be seen
today in Marxist perspective as,
the classless society in the
‘withered’ proletarian state.

GONZALO

I' the commonwealth | would
by contraries

Execute all things; for no kind
of traffic

Would | admit; no name
of magistrate;

Letters should not be known;
riches poverty,

And use of service, none;
contract, succession

Bourn, bound of land, tithe,
vineyard, none;

No use of metal, corn or wine,

or oil;

No occupation; all men
idle, all

And women too, — but innocent
and pure;

No sovereignty, —

SEBASTIAN -
Yet he would be king on’t

ANTONIC

The latter end of his commonwealth
forgets the beginning.

GONZALO

All things in common nature
should produce

Without sweat or endeavour:
treasen, felony,

Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need
of any engine,

Would | not have; but nature
should bring forth

Of its own kind, all foison,
all abundance,

To feed my innocent people.

SEBASTIAN
No marrying ‘mong his subjects ¥

ANTONIO

None, man; all idle; whores
and knaves

GONEZALO

I would with such perfection
govern, sir,
T* excel the golden age.
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