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Late Mrs. Nageswary Kathiravelu

Sri Lanka is an island country that lies within the vast expanse of the
Indian Ocean and is often referred to as the pearl of the Indian Ocean
for its renowned beauty. The Jaffna Peninsula is located on the northern
aspect of Sri Lanka and is its crown jewel, with its population recognised
for their well-educated nature and traditional observance of Hinduism.
Within the Jaffna Peninsula lies Valikaamam, a region rich in fertile land
and cultural heritage. Notably, Veemankaamam is one of the villages
towards the North at Valikaamam.

In ancient times, the ancestral inhabitants of the Jaffna Peninsula
migrated from Tamil Nadu in South India. These ancestral inhabitants
fulfilled the role of governing Northern Sri Lanka on behalf of the ancient
Tamil kings of Tamil Nadu. Rajakambira Mudaliar is one such ancestral
inhabitant who resided in Veemankamam North; he was a nobleman of
Saiva Vellalar caste who was renowned for his good nature, resourcefulness
and respected relationship with the king.

Kandapillai is a descendant of Rajakambira Mudaliar, and he had
two sons, Poothappillai and Sinnathambi. One of the descendants of
Sinnathambi is lllayathambi Ponnampalam (Chief Accounts Clerk) who
married Rukumani, the second daughter of Moothathambi and a descendant
of the aforementioned Poothapillai. The three beloved children of
Ponnampalam and Rukumani are Nagendran, Nageswari and Nageswaran.

This remembrance book is lovingly dedicated to celebrating the life
of Mrs. Nageswari Kathiravelu who was born on 11/07/1940 and died on
01/07/2020.

Nageswari completed her primary school education at Wolfendhal
Girls High School, Kotahena, Colombo and she was briefly at Vasavilan
Central College, where she excelled in the fields of music, drama, sewing
and culinary arts. She was an excellent player of the veena and was also
heavily involved in activities hosted by the Colombo Vivekananda Society.

Nageswari married Kathiravelu (Engineer) on 24/08/1958, who is
the son of Arumugam Appukutty and Sellachi, hailing from Veemankaamam
North, and more broadly, a descendant of Myiliddy Kanagaratnam
Mudaliar, with a further shared ancestral link to Nageswari also. Through
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this marriage, Nageswari gained three sisters-in-law — Valliyamai Kandaiah,
Paramsothi Visuvalingam and Manonmani Sellathurai. Whilst they lived
happily in Colombo, Nageswari and Kathiravelu were blessed by God's
grace with six children, namely Srirangan, Yarline, Sritharan, Kamaliniy,
Srimukunthen and Sivagini. They raised their children with an abundance
of love and fulfilled their every need in a devoted manner.

Nageswari’s eldest son, Srirangan (Retired Principal) married Vanaja,
who is the daughter of Kathirithambi Velayuthapillai and Ponammah,
hailing from Veemankaamam North and Thikkam Alvaai west respectively.
Their children are Atchuthan (Economist), Arthihai (Doctor), Viveka
(Engineer) and Varnasuthan (Engineering Undergraduate). Arthihai is
married to Vaseethan (Doctor), who is the son of Kathiravelu Yokanathan
and Padmarani, hailing from Meesalai and Kopay respectively. Arthihai
and Vaseethan live in Colombo and are blessed with a beautiful daughter,
Varshini. Viveka is married to Muhuntharaj (Engineer), who is the only
son of Vellupillai Vivegananthan and Kamalareka, hailing from
Chavakachcheri and Thikkam, Alvaai West respectively, who is a relative
of grandmother Ponammah. Viveka and Mukuntharaj are blessed with
a beautiful daughter, Ananthareka.

Nageswari’s eldest daughter, Yarline (Doctor) married Yoheswaran
(Doctor), who is the only son of Ponniah Vaithialingam and Sivapackiam,
hailing from Naaranthanai. Their children are Abhiramie (Doctor) and
Abhivarmmen (Engineer). Abhiramie is married to Niruththan (Doctor),
who is the youngest son of Rajaratnam Kumaravadivel (Professor) and
Rajini, hailing from Aanaipanthi. They are currently living in Colombo.
Abhivarmmen is married to Keerthanah (Quality Assurance Manager),
the daughter of Kanagasundaram Kuruparan and Jeyabawani; the latter
is the daughter of Kathirithambi Velayuthapillai and Ponammah, who
hail from Veemankaamam North and Thikkam, Alvaai West respectively.
They are currently living in Switzerland.

Her second son, Sritharan (Engineer) married Shanthanaluxmy
(Medical Technical Officer), who is the daughter of Murugesu Kanagaratnam
and Mangayakarasi, hailing from Karainagar. Their children are Hari
Prakash (Doctor), Thanya Easwari (Doctor) and Ganan Vishagan
(Commerce & Law Undergraduate). They are currently living in Sydney,
Australia.
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Her second daughter, Kamaliniy (Engineer) married Manoharan
(Operational Manager), who is the eldest son of Kanagasabai Kandiah
and Sivapackiam, hailing from Karanavai North and Ilavaalai respectively.
Their children are Nivethini (Banker), Harirajan (Engineering
Undergraduate) and Vijirajan (High School Student). Nivethini is married
to Nirusan (Engineer), who is the son of Kumarasingam Arunthavanathan
and Kajavathani, hailing from Veemankaamam North and Manipay
respectively. Nivethini and Nirusan are blessed with a handsome son,
Rishik Avighna.

Nageswari’s youngest son, Srimukunthen (Businessman) married
Amritharanjini, who is the eldest daughter of Rathinam Amuthabalan
and Thavamalar, hailing from Neerveli and Veemankaamam North
respectively. Their children are Sharangi (Teacher), Shankeetha (Accountant)
and Sharudan (Business Management Undergraduate). They are currently
living in Paris, France.

Nageswari’s youngest daughter, Sivajini (Accounts Officer) married
Sathialingham (Accounts Officer), who is the son of Sivagurnathar
Suntharalingham and Pathmavathi, hailing from Achchuveli. Their children
are Miedhushan (Business Undergraduate) and Mahisha (High School
Student). They are currently living in Newcastle, Australia.

Her elder brother, Nagendran (Teacher) married Putkalathevi
(Teacher), who is the only daughter of Ambalam Ponnaiah and Chellamma,
hailing from Kadduvan. Their only daughter Anuradai (Tutor) is married
to Kesavan, who is the eldest son of Ponnuthurai Padmanathan and
Sakunthaladevi, hailing from Nallur. Their children are Anagan Athul
and Sriman Ajaa. They are currently living in Toronto, Canada.

On 08/04/1971, Nageswari received the shocking news of Kathiravelu’s
death, with him having a heart attack whilst studying a Masters in
Environmental Engineering at the University of New South Wales in
Australia on a state scholarship. At that time, her eldest son was eleven
years old and her youngest daughter was ten months old. The profound
grief that followed this tragic news rendered Nageswari ill and she remained
bedridden for more than a year. Her gradual recovery was aided by her
deep-seated belief in God, self-resilience and strong bonds with her
parents and family. The tremendous contribution of her brother
(Ponnampalam Nagendran), uncle (Nagalingam Ramalingam) and aunt
(Rasamani Ramalingam) in this difficult time need to be especially
recognised.
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Following the death of her husband and in the context of her parent’s
age, Nageswari moved with her children and parents from Colombo, back
to Veemankaamam North in December 1971. Her eldest three children
studied at Mahajana College, Tellippalai and her youngest three children
studied at Union College, Tellippalai. She diligently worked to ensure her
children received the best education.

Her father, Ponnampalam, was a great pillar of strength and support
for Nageswari in these times. He died in February 1975 and his irreplaceable
loss thrust the bulk of family responsibility on her. Nageswari thrived in
this difficult situation and managed her family’s affairs singlehandedly
and skillfully.

Her mother, Rukumani died in April 1985 and was a stalwart supporter
of Nageswari until this time. Rukumani is fondly remembered for instilling
strong morals and Hindu values in her children and grandchildren through
her retelling of religious epics and fables.

The death of her sole living brother, Nagendran, in 2018 brought a
sense of profound loss and grief to Nageswari,and had a compound effect
on her physical ailments at that time.

Due to the civil war that engulfed Sri Lanka in 1990 and the particularly
dire situation in the Jaffna Peninsula, Nageswari and her family left their
hometown of Veemankamam North and settled in Inuvil. Shortly after
this, Nageswari again moved her family to Colombo, in the interest of
providing her children with the best higher education. In 1996, Nageswari
migrated to Australia to assist in caring for her grandchildren through
her son, Sritharan. When her youngest daughter, Sivajini, migrated to
Australia with her young family in 2006, Nageswari relocated to Newcastle
to care for her grandchildren.

She was an ardent Sai Baba devotee and in 2012, she had the opportunity
to visit Puttaparthi with her daughters, Sivajini and Kamaliniy, and their
families to obtain blessings in person from Sai Baba. Nageswari fondly
cherished this moment as one of the greatest boons of her life.

Whilst residing in Australia, in 2013, she went to visit her youngest
son, Srimukunthen and his family in Paris, France and also had the
opportunity to see her eldest son, Srirangan after several years in London,
England on the same trip. In 2014, Nageswari rejoiced at being able to
attend her granddaughter, Sharangi’s Arangetram in Paris and to greet
her many relatives who lived in various countries at this event.
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In 2016, Nageswari returned to live in Sri Lanka. At this juncture,
she was delighted to attend the weddings of five of her dear grandchildren,
with each of these grandchildren considering her presence a true blessing,
With her strong devotion to God, she contributed to the best of her ability
to the temple dedicated to her family deity, Kurunthadi Sri Rajarajeshwari
Amman.

Nageswari, who was the embodiment of love, patience and sacrifice,
spent her later days living with the loving care of her eldest daughter,
Yarline at Kantharmadam, Jaffna where she was unwell for some time.
Despite the use of all available treatment, she passed away and merged
with God on 01/07/2020.

Six accomplished children. Six adoring children by marriage. Seventeen
spirited grandchildren. Three - and god willing many more - beautiful
great grandchildren. Nageswari led by example and taught each one of
these individuals how to love, she taught each one of them to always smile,
and she taught each one of them to hold their heads high. Her tenacity
and fortitude in the face of immense adversity has blessed the world with
doctors, engineers, lawyers, teachers, accountants, businessmen and
businesswomen. Nageswari’s love lives on in these individuals, and the
fruits of her selfless service will ripple through time for generations to
come.

May her soul rest in peace!

Om Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!
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We love you like a salt, my darling Penguin lady!

Good bye until we meet again!




'‘Ammamah'’: The strongest and kindest woman
| ever have known

Abhivarmmen Yoheswaran
Lucerne, Switzerland
2" Grandson of Mrs. Nageswari Kathiravelu

Ammamah is not only a grandmother to me, who nurtured me as a child.
Nowadays when I am having lunch, I recall the days Ammamah would stand
next to me and make sure I cat enough and well. The lessons Ammamah taught
me are important lessons that have shaped me who I am today. Her generosity
is unmatchable, be it food, money, above all love! At times I challenged her,
but I received nothing but love in return. Unconditional love!

The love of a grandmother is unique. God must have given grandmothers
to us to liven up our lives, to make our lives more complete, to make us well
rounded and better human beings. I don't have any childhood memories of
Ammamah other than the times I spoke with her over the phone. My first memory
of Ammamah is when we traveled together to Jaffna back in 2009.

I cannot thank her enough for being my grandmother. I do not know how
she did it. She faced some incredible challenges that I cannot imagine facing.
She worked the hardest to make sure her kids and grandkids would not have to
face those challenges. She showed me how a family should be. I wish I had a
magic wand to bring back the time to spend one last hour with her, to sit next
to her, listen to her talking, and to thank her for everything. If only I had done
all that before she left, maybe the pain would be less unbearable.

She lives on in me and in all those who have been touched by the love,
strength, wisdom, and beauty of her soul. Love you Ammamah — You truly were
an extraordinary woman! You may have passed on, but your memories would
always live on within us. Thank you for your sacrifices, your care and concern,
your love, and everything that you have done for me. Wherever you are, I know
you are in a much better place. I will be forever grateful and thankful that you
are my 'Ammamah’,



Embodiment of Unconditional Love

Kathiravelu Sritharan (Sri)
Affectionately called as Sritha by Amma
Second son of Mrs Nageswari Kathiravelu

Always mothers are special but for me my mother is very special. She
taught me when I was struggling to read and write. She never scolded
me when I was constantly making mistakes. When I started to get better,
she let me have my freedom to think and learn.

When I was about to leave for school to find out my NCGE results,
Amma told me ‘don’t worry if you fail, you could study again’. However,
I surprised her with unexpectedly good results. She wanted me to become
a doctor but I couldn’t. However, by becoming an Engineer, I fulfilled
her dream of making at least one son like our father.

Amma always instilled human values in everyone around her by
leading by example. She would readily offer a helping hand to anyone
in need. That unconditional love is unmatched. Her sense of gratitude is
embodied in the following words by Valluvar:

“aibBell QEsTRIDTTHEGL 2 WisysaiiL T 2 uialsoemen

Qeubpay QsTaEn wWanE

It is an understatement for me to say that she helped me to bring up
my children. All the achievements of my children are due to her unwavering

will and love. My children are truly blessed to have such a lovely soul
in their lives.

If any of us have to pay back to you, Amma, we must live like you with
unconditional love... which is impossible. But I promise that [ will try....

Om Shanthi, Shanthi, Shanthi
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My dearest, darling, sweetie Appamma

Dr Hari Prakash Sritharan

BMed MD MMed(ClinEpi)

Svdney, Australia

Grandson of Mrs Nageswari Kathiravelu

Appamma is one of the most influential and dearest people in my life. I
find it difficult to express just how much she has shaped my and my
family’s life; it truly cannot be measured or described in words.

Appamma came to live with my family in Australia when [ was two
years old. I have no recollection of this, but apparently in the initial days,
I would stand in a corner, upset and tell her to ‘go to Sri Lanka’. While
this may have upset her then, Appamma would frequently remind me
about this in her later years and laugh about it.

Following her arrival in Australia, Apppamma assumed a significant
role in caring for my siblings and me. She would be the one who mostly
dropped us to school, cooked for us and fed us — a great help to Appa
and Amma who both worked long hours. In our childhood, we would
see Appamma more often than we saw Appa or Amma. I fondly remember
Appamma dressed pristinely in a saree with her wallet tucked in a
makeshift ‘pocket’, shepherding us through the streets of Eastwood safely
to school and back. Her presence always made us feel safe. As kids, we
would occasionally be naughty and get scolded by our parents, at which
point Appamma would always protect us, telling Amma or Appa to stop
scolding ‘her kids’.

Appamma never failed to shower us with love; a favourite saying
of hers was ‘I love you like a salt’. Every birthday card would start with
‘to my dearest, darling, sweetie” and be accompanied by a well-thought
gift or generous amount of cash. One way in which she expressed her
love for us was through her cooking. Appamma in my eyes is a culinary
genius - her soya meat curry, @upui'sib, GsmupssaL and GenBCHTaMms
in particular were amazing! I have never had a soya meat curry as good
as Appamma’s. My sister, Thanya, loved her Qaupswa@wby and so
Appamma would make this for her often. Following the birth of my
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younger brother, Ganan, Appamma devoted lots of attention and love to
him — his growth as a confident, accomplished young man is a testament
to her efforts.

Without my interactions with Appamma, I doubt 1 would be as
proficient in Tamil. She would make me watch movies like &b agei
&memewt, and Fmelensmwimi 60, with these movies fostering my interest
in Hinduism and Hindu mythology. Part of the reason for her putting on
these movies may have been her crush on the actor, Sivaji. I distinctly
remember the day that Sivaji passed away — Appamma solemnly sat in
her room with the radio on, very upset, even crying — I had never seen
her like that before. I would jokingly say that Sivaji was Appamma’s
second love, after my Appappa of course. She also used to be very
passionate about Tamil serial dramas and would follow them religiously,
and had a preference for movies that were family-oriented. She could
often be found in her room, sitting on the edge of her bed with eflyd
across her forehead, reading a Ggsuryib book —a habit that she maintained
throughout her life.

Much of my academic success can be attributed to Appamma. In
the school holidays, she would write down a list of sums for me to
complete and would make sure I did them before I played. She would
also ensure my siblings and I balanced our desire to play with work.
Appamma would be the happiest person in the house anytime one of my
siblings or I did well in school, sport or extracurricular activities. On the
day my medical school admission offer came out, Appamma called my
family constantly to check and see if | had made it. When she ultimately
found out that I got in, there was no person happier than her.

Towards the latter part of her life, Appamma was affected by severe
dementia and Parkinson’s disease, which profoundly diminished her
quality of life and function. It was difficult seeing this happen to such a
strong and independent woman, who meant so much to us. My Appamma
who had looked after me as a kid, needed to be cared for like a kid. In
her final years in Jaffna, Yalini Periyaththai, Yoheswaran Periyamama
and Sutharshana Akka gave her the best care and for that our family is
very grateful

My Rangan Periyappa posted a quote following Appamma’s death
— ‘A life so beautifully lived deserves to be beautifully remembered’.
These words could not be truer. Appamma lived a beautiful life, surrounded
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by loving family and had a deep and lasting impact on everyone who
she met. While she is physically no longer with us, I believe Appamma
will live on spiritually in all of the Ponmani Akam members.

Rest in peace my dearest, darling, sweetie Appamma — [ love
you like a salt.

We all are so deeply interconnected; we have no option
but to love all. Be kind and do good for any one and that will
be reflected. The ripples of the kind heart are the highest
blessings of the Universe.

Amit Ray,



Appamma

Thanya Easwari Sritharan

Sixth Granddaughter of Mrs Nageswari Kathiravelu
MBBS

Svdney, Australia

Appamma was a very kind, generous and open-hearted person. She loved
the beautiful things in life and was a doting grandmother. Appamma is
one of the guiding lights in my life. [ have known Appamma since I was
eight months old when she came to Sydney in August 1996 to take care
of me. Anna, myself and Ganan are lucky to have grown up under
Appamma’s guidance and care for the twenty years she lived in Australia.
Particularly in my childhood, Appamma taught me right from wrong and
invested a lot of her energy in raising my brothers and me. Appamma
believed in doing right by others, living sincerely and independently.
She had strong values around caring for family, respect for your elders
and generosity to all. [ am yet to meet someone who gives their time to
others as sincerely as Appamma did.

Appamma was my first best friend and mentor. I grew up listening
to her stories about her girlhood and our extended family’s life in Sri
Lanka. These stories were told to me in our kitchen while Appamma
industriously made @wpwiuw. She was a great storyteller and I loved
hearing her stories about life in Jaffna as a girl and as a young mother
and grandmother. She taught me all about my cousins and extended
family. She nurtured a sense of familial love and affection in me. She
would diligently select birthday and anniversary cards to send to our
family members overseas as a token of her unwavering love and constant
best wishes. Her family minded values left a deep and lasting impression
on me.

Appamma and I spent a lot of time together in the first five years of
my life. My earliest memories are of Appamma and my clearest childhood
memories are of the time Appamma and I spent together when I was
three or four years old before [ started kindergarten. 1 still remember our
daily rituals and routines fondly. Appamma was very active and fit. We
enjoyed visiting the shops together and she would push me on the swings
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at the park everyday. She was an amazing cook, second to none. Appamma’s
care allowed us to grow up at home while Amma and Appa were at work.
Appamma looked after so many of our family friends’ children too. She
would feed all of us nutritious rice and curry meals after school that she
prepared every day. This was a wonderful time in my life where I had a
carefree existence thanks to Appamma’s constant care.

Appamma was industrious and her hands were rarely still. When
she was not cooking for us, she would keep herself busy with one of her
many hobbies. She was an immensely talented person and I witnessed
her skill in needlework, knitting and crocheting. Her work was impeccable
and she taught me to appreciate attention to detail and to have patience.
I remember marveling at how effortlessly she was able to produce beautiful
scarves. I have included a photo of one of the scarves Appamma made
for me when I was ten years old so you may also admire her skill.

Appamma was a very devout person. She was always reading prayer
books, she believed in all religions and God provided her with a lot of
solace to endure the hardship in her life. She was also a devotee of Sai
Baba and enjoyed attending bhajans and reading Sai Baba literature when
she lived with us in Sydney. Perhaps owing to the hardships she experienced
in her young adulthood, Appamma was a very spiritual person with strong
belief in astrology and numerology. She always told me “stebsom@menLw
el Ips@w Gurwds suiseisr GpHHUTN aIESULLIRHEEL”
and “marriages are made in heaven”.

Appamma always encouraged me to take my studies seriously and
make something of myself. Appamma always reminded me, “Brigeir

U&Es (LRSS UHSTL 2 _HSEHHSHSH HTsi Hevsvdl . She supported



53

me through all my schooling not only by preparing my favourite Geoubguwd
@y and @wwdud but also by helping me wake up early to study,
sitting beside me while I memorised my lessons and coming to Sydney
from Newecastle during my exam periods. Appamma is one of the pillars
to my successful schooling career and realization of my dream to become
a doctor. I fondly remember Appamma’s heartfelt joy as I passed each
hurdle and achieved each milestone. Alongside Appa and Amma, she
was my biggest cheerleader.

Appamma understood my temperament very well. She was a sensitive
person with a soft heart and she has always been a very calming and
soothing presence for me. Ever since 1 was young, if [ was feeling
perturbed, I would go to Appamma’s room and sit with her. She would
pat me on the back or let me lie curled around her while she continued
to read. After some time, she would gently tell me to get up and go
continue my studies or reading. If Appa or Amma scolded me, Appamma
would tell me to face it bravely and learn from it as they did so for my
own good. Appamma never absolved me of my wrongdoings “@ciug
Bmadna Uaamendd SipE Bevemsv” “our sibor GFTedsaulf
CaadmgisTal Weiamens@ S0&  “@@h BHTEHD parents Loeld
Gmrdlenim wrdlfl pLESS amimg’”. | also remember, as a child, T spent
more nights sleeping in Appamma’s bed and ruining her sleep than I
slept in my own bed. She would never tell me to go back to my own bed
and instead saying “uribwm, uLbwnr” until I would fall asleep with my
arm and leg on her.

When Appamma became ill with a neurodegenerative disease, it
was painful to watch. However, even when Appamma was ill, she
continued to be my solace. I always felt without worry when I was next
to her. During my last visit when she was starting to forget more and
more, she could still read me. She would tell me not to worry and that
God would take care of everything.

For the last four years of her life, Appamma lived in Jaffna with
Yarlini Periaththai and Yoheswaran Periyamama. The care they provided
to her could not have been provided by anyone else. It was the absolute
best in every regard. I visited Appamma three times in those four years,
once in July 2017 during Arthi Akka’s wedding, then in November 2018
to January 2019 during my elective appointment and finally in September
2019. I cherish those memories with Appamma and hope she enjoyed
those too.
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Appamma was gracious and lady-like until the end. Her dignity,
strength and resilience will always be an inspiration to me.

Appamma invested a lot of her energy, time and love into helping
me grow up. For that, I am thankful and very blessed. I miss her and I
will uphold the lessons she patiently taught me.

Love you like a salt, Appamma.

May you rest in eternal peace.
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My Darling Appamma, | Lave You Like A Salt

Ganan Vishagan Sritharan
BComm/LLB(Il), University of Sydney
Sydney, Australia

Grandson of Mrs. Nageswari Kathiravelu

For the first seven years of my life I was fortunate to live under the same
roof as Appamma, and the lessons that she taught me during this time
continue to be oars that I use to navigate the waters of life. As a toddler
Appamma was my 10-foot tall superhero. She was my indomitable beacon
of all things good in the world. Appamma was a huge exponent of the
old adage "the way you do anything is the way you do everything"; and
so the seemingly ordinary moments with her are the memories that I
remember most fondly, because these ordinary moments are the things
that have had an extraordinary significance on my life. I witnessed her
unimaginable kindness to all who crossed paths with her, I admired how
she was always quick to smile and slow to anger, and I marvelled at the
fact that despite all the hardship that she had experienced in her life,
never once was she bitter or absent while tending to us.

The same was true years later, when during her brave war against
dementia and Parkinson's, Appamma continued to smile and never once
complained about the situation that she found herself in. Even as lucid
moments with her became few and far between, she continued to lead
by example and instilled in me the value of resilience and the importance
of enjoying life to the fullest.

Appamma's last words to me were “Brisst @ Guf SpenTs
suy Geuemi®Bb”, and in Year 12 when I heard that Appamma's health was
on a rapid decline, the following song verse from 'One Man Can Change
The World' brought tears to my eyes because it perfectly captures her
impact on my life.
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She raised the kids, then the kids' kids, and she did it right
Taught me how to love, taught me not to cry

When I die, I hope you teach me how to fly

All' my life you've been that angel in disguise

Thank you for my foundations Appamma. I hope you're enjoying your
time with Appappa. You've more than earnt your rest, so sit back and
relax - your little boy promises to put on one hell of a show.

Let's be about leaving this world better than we find it each
and every day. Our life is a testimony and through us divine
loving is becoming more manifest. Grealer good s calling upon
us here in this world to be done this day. One of my rallying
calls is let's go out and do some good. This is who we are. This
is what we are about.

John Morton



6160t [HDDEUMDE6IT) GUDIDIT. o,

2 misar BlFGUGV LOEZGT L_T6U,
sioedlest] LoBarnETenT

obwr! pEssT Waaw CrpTwHm BnHs SLBS 33 BILSMTS
euleur(h BTEnD ‘sl suown Emasdeamt?” siem CeTameoGuiuisd
SiGeTallld GalGuel. ggran 15 1b Had o mEmen b UTTSHS
“oublon, s sem HEOUBL BuTs 2 missT semsete BHBS
alghse SaveienTl UTTHSH Bren Weab seumeoliul GLel. Siamsd
Bmbs BempausiLd NITsAUIGURT. SIDTME SHeoTE 2 _EIS6LLD
2AMPHHIF OCFOMIBISHET @Y. SLeITed @em 6IRTsE ST
@evemevBul eIRTLHMEN GTUTENTEY EiJemlesd (LPipWinTs0emsv.

GIeNG BIEISToug suLFed g UuUT @Geopwiy Gaibsi.
SIFN (PGS0 sTedienan FMly SLUTAIDEG SLUTUTSED SubTelnE
SIDIOTEUTEALD EUETTTSHETHEI. Ligdh@ld STevmiseilsd BIe Ligds@nGung
prset elfisHminitae. ssnsE SiuT BeOameuBUW 61D GHBTEHD
Bra TamieniTSeusnsuisn sien BoHeneumanet BenmGsum) suenigdiaser
DILDLDIT.

@eim o misen Lstenemuindi Brer sumpHleim auTDHens ©_mIS6N
sgaiorel FElLSSMMWLID STlueiuyn Carsg B L SigdHsHend
SpGD. BEIMID cTamG WwanFed USKDFHBTMN BUTEY BEIGET G115
CFuls Bameumen BRIGTH B(HSH BTN,

Si0QID LSID sTenensnenGul AbHees amisaMibeTs, HIHEsT
CaLaToGalWw amiseT Cameusmen Lisd QFUSTH6. 6151 HHbATD
SIFUSENEIILD 6151 CUDTWIENT EIRTISEMSTUID DS GILD SEOMGLILIL GILD
SNNISSHSTEHEN. DBDGHS STFOOID TG GQUITAYLD (DIDIDUILIT)
SIDODOTAD  DLAUTTHET. SIEUTHEMENLLD BHBHHETHHN Hlenaian]
Fn THeTBment.

gmm simeuienl CHdHshHATHET JIDIOT.CT0NS HBMeT  Fm)
auwidsd QuOHD STemwit CUTE UTFHHILET DITCUMETIHS QUETTHET 6T
DIDIDT. GG DSBS BMEN  CUaMTEH G LUTSHWD 2 _MSEHS G
AL sHale0m60 STEHIDTEID aTULY eueTHes GauemiBL  sIRTLSMET
GaTamaBuAulBaB Faflusupemn Beneiey snid@Gnar ibiom.

S ubsSBH0 Benewihg LleeT 2 _miseHLe BrsaT Smbs
BTSN WsaD Garhunr@id. sellgibd 2 misEnLa @bAur Ceama,



62

2 miseaflear 75o46us Unks mreflnE seyetdGrellur  subsasl,
gL 50 Speuzk LmbS BIeDG [BEISET 6ubH 6legniL s
[BlIDg| 6168 6T60EUTEUDEMDUILD [Blemensy FniTdlaICment. 2 misen 2 _padsd
BOVHSH AUTPHS BHS BT sanemud semeni wHWHHHTCmeT Subiom.

SLHS BTG ABLEISMTS 2 RESMeTl UTTEEE6IaT Digbsig
@ip aumCausit. el suHDBUTE SuDTGERIET WITENT BT SienPLIGUET.
woiiipall eieim 6161HE @(HBGLLTWE SUCUTHID 2 _MS6T LDEHENTES
Bres Unss Bsuemi(BLo.

TS BB OFDTEID sTend) SIDoTGey 6167 2 UIT 2 mmemenGl
GHTL(HLD SIDWT, 2_MBEN Spewrelesr FhSEETU  Henmeusnss
Gouertig  sumpHleTGment.

e GosnLullsd



Waonder Ful Mother in Law

Kandiah Manoharan
Son in Law

Dearest Mami,

The day I married to your daughter was the day I gained a wonderful
and caring mother-in-law. I did not get much chance to interact with you
continuously but listened to your lovely children, in-laws and grand
children's talks on your 80th birthday via Zoom technology and shared,
remembered always your caring ways they have enjoyed during their
upbringing. Most of them shown their emotions and cried. I am so
thankful to have you in my life Mami. You are gone but all these soft,
sweet things you have left behind in my home is memorable. You are
safe in the hands of God. Rest in peace.

Life is Love, enjoy it;
Life is Challenge, meet it;
Life is a Song, sing it;
Life is a Dream, realize it;
Life is a Game, play if;
Life is a Goal. achieve it.
— Sathya Sai Baba
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Granny, you led a simple and graceful life and taught us that love
is what matters and what is remembered. Your legacy will always live
on forever in our lives and in our hearts.
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The Mast Inspirational Woman

Mr Miedhushan Sathialingham
BCom-ProfdccgBBusAnalytics
Newcastle, Australia

Grandson of Mrs Nageswari Kathiravelu

When 1 think about who inspires me the most, the person that comes to
mind is Ammamma. Her resilience has motivated me to push through
the toughest of situations. She managed to raise 6 kids almost single-
handedly and also helped raise 17 grandchildren. 1 really appreciated the
time she spent with us and I'm very lucky to have grown up closely with
her. Mahisha and I were the last grandchildren she took care of and she
devoted herself to making sure that we became (as she would say) “good
citizens”.

One of my fondest memories of Ammamma was how at the end of
every school day, she’d wait next to the front door expecting our arrival
home at 4pm sharp. One minute late and T would receive a phone call
asking where I was and why I was late. As a kid, I would get frustrated
with this habit of hers — but being older now, I feel loved every time I
look back att.

Some of Ammamma’s sayings have always amused me and made
me laugh or smile. Whether it was how every time [ went to blow my
nose with a tissue she'd say, “Vellakarran mathiri tissue use panathae”
(Don’t use tissues like a white person), or how I should not stand on one
foot because God gave me two legs and 1 should use them.

I realised how much Ammamma mattered in my life when 1 visited
her while she was in her weakest ages and had severe dementia and
Parkinson’s disease. At this time she had forgotten the names of all my
other cousins and a lot of people in her life. But when I stepped through
the door, she recognised me and said, “my kutti Micdhushan™. Upon
hearing this come from her and seeing my grandma in her weakened
state I became very emotional and realised how much I valued the time
we spent together.
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Ammamma’s passing has brought sadness and tears but it is also a
chance to reflect on our lives and how she’s impacted them. Her actions
were always out of good intentions and it’s those actions that made us
the people we are today (“good citizens”). We are her legacy and we are
blessed to have spent time with such a strong-willed and independent
woman. Thank you Ammamma. I hope heaven has reunited you with
my grandpa once again and you both continue to watch us from above.

Ifthereis love, there is hope that one may have real families,
real brotherhood, real equanimity, real peace. If the love within
your mind is lost and you see other beings as enemies, then no
matter how much knowledge or education or material comfort
you have, only suffering and confusion will ensue.

Dalai Lama XTV



Ammamma's Love

Mabhisha Sathialingham

Student, Merewether High School

Newecastle, Australia

Youngest grandchild of Mrs Nageswari Kathiravelu

Ammamma used to say, ‘I love you like a salt’, even to this day I don’t
quite understand the meaning behind those words. The nine years she
lived with our family were marked with care, love and the occasional
scolding when our antics became too much to handle. In recent years I
began to fully recognise the unreckoned strength Ammamma held and
she is still one of the strongest women | know. She raised six children
on her own, survived a war that tore her family to another city and later
migrated overseas to look after her grandchildren. I can only imagine
the amount of loss and pain she endured throughout her life. This relentless
strength made its way through to many areas of my life - the way I talk,
the way I act and the way I hold myself.

As a child, Ammamma, of many things was my teacher at home.
Almost every night she would sit down with me before dinner and help
me read books that children my age had finished the year before. She
encouraged me to read more, pushing me to borrow more complex books
from the library. After a while she stopped reading with me once she saw
my confidence grow, and she continued to shower me with never ending
support, especially when it came to my studies. | owe my love to create
to her, she introduced me to many art forms, whether it be knitting or
literature, and attempted to teach me to the best of her abilities.

This was one of the very few extents our Ammamma took to ensuring
our happiness. Ammamma always glowed with pride whenever her
grandchildren made even the smallest of achievements. She was for most
of us, our biggest cheerleader in life, shown us love through her subtle
caring actions of walking to school or the bus stop every day to pick us
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up, making us warm ginger tea when we were sick and checking if we
ate before she touched her food. Ammamma took up so much of my life,
physically nine years, but eternally my actions and values. I didn’t realise
as a child that a time would arrive when 1'd see her less and less — a time
when age began to catch up to her. Thankyou Ammamma for everything
you’ve taught us and the immense love you showered us all with. We
love you.
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Message From Muhunthan...

Please find my brief eulogy on the passing of our friends’ (Rangan, Sri,
Siva and three other siblings) mother, which I am sharing with my
Mahajana, Moratuwa and Newcastle friends.

I have been fortunate to have known Rangan’s (the eldest in the
family) Maviddapuram family for more than four decades, and during
this period I had several opportunities to interact with their departed
mother.

Rangan was a close friend from school days (I have been to Rangan’s
house so many times); Sri was a friend from Moratuwa University and
later in Sydney; Yarline, another Mahajanan from our time, was my
brother’s contemporary; and Siva, the youngest female among the children,
is our close friend in Newcastle (Australia). Two more children (Dala
and Muhunthan) are also familiar to me. Their mother lived in Sydney,
and then a few years in Newcastle, and returned to Jaffna four years ago
due to faltering health.

The entire family is distinguished by several special attributes - innate
intelligence combined with practical smartness; honesty and frankness;
and above all, strong adherence to principled living defined by family
values, kindness and sacrifice. The way they support each other and
collectively looked after their mother is truly inspirational.

This family lost their bright and successful engineer-father young
(he died in Sydney almost five decades ago when he was on a scholarship
for post graduate training). A young mother and six children navigated
the world with courage and confidence and the outcome is nothing short
of spectacular. Serious challenges can break some, but can do wonders
on others, and there is no doubt how it panned out for Rangan siblings.

My memories of the departed mother from her Newcastle days are
still fresh. She was an exceptionally kind woman, who after tirelessly
bringing up her own children, devoted her time and effort in raising her
grand children - who today are not only successful in their respective
specialities, but also good natured young people. She was a quiet natured
person, but she always attended our social activities, Tamil Sangam
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functions and movie nights enthusiastically. She always treated me
‘omisenL parill Guigwes’ and a friend of her eldest son), my wife and
children with lots of kindness and love.

For children, it is always difficult to come to terms with the passing
of their parents. But, the fact that the mother had such a full and meaningful
life, and that her condition deteriorated sharply during last year, hopefully,
will provide some consolation to the grieving children and their families.

Please accept our heartfelt condolences.

Dr. Kannapar Muhunthan
New Castle, Australia




Newcastle Mum

My first meeting of Siva acca's amma was in 2010. Initially she was just
an aunty I came to know through my husband. But quickly she became
a mother to me. She was the first lady I called Amma aside from my own
mother. Her love and compassion stood out. Our world included Mrs
Nags (Nageswary) as my husband would fondly call her. We joked, we
ate and we learnt many things from her. One fond memory is her eddiappam
that she would make for us with all her love and demand that we collect
it. I can clearly see her walking through Siva acca’s home to her bedroom
to retrieve the 2Litre ice cream container full of soft fresh eddiappam
that she safely kept aside for us. We will miss the fun we had, we will
miss you. We only had a short time with her but a lifetime of memories
and lessons. She has raised 6 beautiful children and today they are the
resemblance of her achievement. Rest in peace amma. You will be in our
hearts forever.

Sivachelvi Vijayashankar
Newstle Sydney.
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