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* A GLOWING TRIBUTE _
FROM AN EMINENT EDUCATOR

T

MA SNETIC

_ 1t’s with mixed emotions of trepi—
dation and heavipess of heart thatl
accede to the requést made to me to
submit my kumble contribution to the
Souvenir you propose to publish as a
fitting tribute on the eve of the re-
tirement of the many-faceted teacher
in the person of Mr. N. S8omasundaram,
who has adorned for many years the
voeation he had ichosen and exemplified
in manifold ways the nobie \profession
it’s “claimed fo %e,” the former for
lack of a close follow-up., with a
memory playing * Cock a doodle doo!’
of his busy work-schedule, whilst the
latter when time has silently and relent-
lessly moved on to the
*Hickory, dickory, dock!*, in the
process making confusion worse con-
foupded over personalities of like dis

positions and  predilections,  period
and- distance, no bars.
It was at Victoria, College, Chuli-

puram, that 1 had the goed fortune
to meet Mr. Somasundaram, the youn-
gster that he was then, rcplcto with
vigour, vitality, vibraacy, energy and
dynamism, a truly magnetic persona-
lity, all considered. Despite:these‘graci-
ous attributes inter alia, he remained
simple and unmoved to the cnd th-

chime of

PERSONALITY

out mincing words. I'm proud to say
that he was a ‘gentleman to his finger-
tips’ around whom an edifice has
been graduliy building up with roots
deep enocugh to enhance the prestige
of this institution on the strength of
the pupils he was painstakingly nutur-
ing year in and year out.

We’ ve seen him through all the
phases of his emulative career and right-
Iy conclude that he’s the only indivi-
doal who pre-eminently covers the
entire ambit of the schoo! curriculum-
be it as a2 teacher eof English (fully-
fledged trained teacher at that), Pre-
fect of Games (Hockey and Athletics,
his twin hot favourites), Cadet Officer
par excellence, and to crown it all God
Himeelf who was watching over his
progress with meticulous care saw to
it that he won the hand of the former
Miss Kanapathipillai as his life part-
ner, thereafter to <be blessed with
adorable children.

The Almighty will grant him a
. happy and lopg period of well-deserved
retired life with his loved ones, and
may [ also take this opportunity to
expiess my fervent wish that he should
continue to serve the: community by
and large to keep himself *on his toes’ . J¢

A. M. SPENCER, B A. (Lond)
Diploma in Ed, ( Cey )

Retired Principal,

Chulipuram Victoria College.

%



AFFECTIONATE WORDS FROM
i A FELLOW SPORTSMAN

MAN WITH BOUNTEOUS
LOVE AND LOYALTY

] am greatly delighted to associate
mysell both on behalf of the Jaffna
Cricket Umpires Association. and the
Teachers of English of the repion in
sending this message to the souvenir
published to felicitate Captain Semu,
as we affectionately call him, on
his completion of the 60th birthday.

Captain has undoubtedly imprinted
his name in the hearts of sportsmen,
sports loving public and of course
Hinduites. 1 admire him as he worked
with total dedication and had only one
objective in his mind to make men
out of boys with character strong enough
to face the competittve werld and to
excel and to feel second to nonme in
any path they choose to follow. As
I scribble my inner feelings, [ see Somu
walking briskly round the Hindu College
grounds with a ‘wand’ like 2 band-
master driving away botb veurg ard
old from the ficld of play most parti-
cularly at delicate situations enforcing
discipline thus helping the already tenscd

* Umpires, Refrees or Judges® at
cricket, hockev, soccer or athletics,.
no matter what sport it may be, (as
I have worked with him in close
bopdage in all these fields)

It is verv often said that a true

teacher ( in * Somu’ s ‘case-beside being
a teacher of English, a coach, a Prefect
of Games, Honorary Secreétary, Presi
-dent, founder member of associations
and Deputy Principal of a National
School) is rich without money. Somu’s
wealth is to be reckoned not in terms
at bank baiance but in the bounteous
love and loyalty he has evoked with
one and all.

While praising those responsible
for this publicatien, 1 wish Somu all .
health and happiness and continue to
flourish and serve our Tamil nation
well and truly is my earnest wish and
prayers. In equal terms I wish his
family well. &

D. R. ARUMANAYAGAM,
President, Jaffna Cricket Umpires
Association and

Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association,

Asst. Director of Education — Faglish.




A CLOSE:.  FRIEND
ADMIRES HIS ‘SPRINTING DAYS’

SUPERB SPRINTER

After the world war if, the Naga-
liagams back home from Malaysia,
admitted their ons and only son born
in Malaysia at the J. H. C in the third
form clas:. He looked cute shy and
unassuming. fair & handsome with wavy
jet-black hair well creamed’ combed
and groomed. He spoke Enpglish with
an accent which our Teachers said
was the Model. @losest friends like
me call him by his pet name *Appan’.
In those salad days we rarely found
ourselves at our homes except to have
our meals and sleep. The rest of the
time we were at the JHC playgroand.
Soma came to the grounds on foot
from his home at Clock tower lans.

Soma emerged as a swperb sprin-
ter in his hey-day. Sprinting in an
easy natural style he smashed the
College records in the 220 to 440 yards
sprints. He did well in the half mile
and the mile too. In the quarter mile
Sema set up a record in a Jaffna Dis-
trict Meet. It was an aesthetic delight
to see Soma run the track in his
great style. Watchning the thea werld’s
first' ever Four-minute miler Roger
Bannister, everyone present said ‘Ban~
nister's running style was very [ik®
that of Soma’'s.’” It wasa ‘live show’
of R. Bannister screened on our cine-
projector at college.

Indeed Soma would have sealed
greater heights in Athletics if hs had
come wunder expert coaches like his
Team-mate N. Balasubramaniam who

set up a National record in the Triple
Jump.

Like Charis Chataway ( later an
M.P in the House of Commons ) who
set the pace for his countryman Dr.
R. Bannister to run that historic
world recerd four-minute mile, Soma
stayed put at the JHC and set the
pace for her in her all round develop-
ment. The JHC forged ahead during
his time.

At a time when the Principals at
the JHC were either getting prema-
turely retiring or trapsfered out in
quick succession, Captain N. Soma-
sundram stocd his ground and main-
tained the status quo of the Colleges
with dignity and decorum like his
prodecessors.

The Captain steered the ship-the
JHC, through many a storm, c¢yclone
or torsado and the like. The JHC,
we are proud, never ever lost her
even keel nor her stately sail.

At his three score years of age,
our Gnana Vyravar has left him
enough energy to serve his alma mater
freely. 3

May he lihe long for our Eelam.

T. SRIVISAKARAJAH,
Prefect of games, J. H. C.
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BLESSING FROM A
RELIGIOUS DIGNITARY

A

VERSATILE PERSONALITY

There is no game in Jaffna that
has not the indelible mark of Capt.
N. Somasundaram, a genial and ver-
satile person. And no one will EVER
FORGET the selfless apd devoted ser-
vices tendered by Mr. Somasundaram
in diverse capacities of varigus sports
associations in Jaffna.

Though T had known him as Pre-
fect of Games of Jaffna Hindu College,
ore of the prestigeous colleges in
Jaffna, since 1975, 1, as, President
of the Jaffpa Schools Cricket Associ-
ation, had the privilege and pleasure
of working closely with him as its
secretary for over 10 years. All credit
goes to him for having successfully

Association during the most turbulent
period of our history,

The experience and the expertise
he gained as the secretary of the
Jaffna Schools Cricket, Sports, and
Hockey Associations and as the secre-
tary (and now the President) of the
Jaffoa District Football Referces Associ—
ation and the vice-president of the
Jaffna Football Leagve have served him
immenszly in organising most effici-
ently the various sports tournaments
and festivals .in- Jaffna.

As Capt. Somasupdaram retires
as Vice-Principal of I. H. C., the
sporis loving fans of Jaffna wish him
many more years of fruitful service

and skillfully stcered the affairs of in the field of sports in  Jaffna.
FR. G. A. FRANCIS JOSEPH,
Principal Emeritus
St. Patricks College,
Jaffna.
Confidence always gives pleasure to the man in whom itis

placed. It i:s a tribute which we payto his merit: itis a treasure

which we intrust to his honour ; it

a certain

subject ourselves.

is a pledge which gives him

right ovar us, anda kind of dependence to which we

. — LA ROCHEFOUCAULD




REMINISCENCES OF A
SPORTS OFFICIAL

GIFTED ORG

It is a lovely experience to write
these few lines of appreciation of
Captain Somasundaram, Deputy Princi-
pa!l of Jaffna Hindu College, on the eve
of his retirement from the teaching
service.

I gained his acquaintance two
decades ago at the examination hall
wherein we sat for the examination
to qualify as starters of the Amateur
Athletic Association of Sri Lanka A
gocd, hard and strict disciplinarian
himself, he was always a fair starter
at all the meets he officiated. He had
a remarkable sense of justice and fair-
play whether it invoived his College
teams or any other teams. We became
much close as we officiated not only
in Jaffna but also in Colombo and
also with my arsociation with him
during all -the activities organised by
the Jaffna Schools Sports Association,
when I was Sccretary and subsequently
when he was Secretary of the JSSA.
That we both hailed from Malaysia
too contributed a lot to our continued
friendship.

SOMA, as Secretary of the JSSA.
rendered yecoman services towards the
progress of soccer and athletics
amongst the member schools of the
JSSA. He proved that a high office
as that of the post of Secretary of
the J8SA is not an ornament to be
adorned but a greater spur to serve
the sports loving students and public
of the Jaffna District.

ANISER

He is always in the farefront,
be it in organising tournaments con-
nected with the JSSA, cricket tour-
naments amongst clubs, schools and
at all the annual inter-house athletic
meets of Jaffna Hindu both while he
was POG and later as Deputy Princi-
pal. Under his guidance every annual
athletic meet was different from year
to year as far as opening ceremonies of
these meets were concerned. He looked
into details to make the mects success-
ful probably due to the cadst

train-
ing he had received. I am happy to
place on record that heisa tireless,

active creative and gified organiser and

has been dedicated to his work.
SOMA goes into his period of
retirement with the satisfaction of

a job well done. JHC will be missing
one of her most loval, efficient and
haid - working teachers. To replace
a person of his calibre is going to be
a herculcan task for JuC. The price-
less services of this selfless teacher
is worthy of emulation by many of the
present day teachers. He isa glowing
example to all eof us that a sportsman
should always be a sportsman.

He is never a loner and it is
common to see a crowd of friends
around him even late in the evenings
at the JHC grounds, unmder the
*Arasady’. SOMA appears to be soft
and mild but experience proves that

he can be a man of steel when occasion
demanded.



There are two very important
decisions that everyone has to make
in one‘s life — namely the choice of
one’ s work and the choice of one’s
partner — and SOMA has definitely
achieved those.

I conclude wishing SOMA goad
health, happiness and many more
vears of retired life with his beloved
ones. "8

T. K. VILVARAJAH,
Secretary ISSA 1974 & 1975
Vice - President 1975 & 1976

DO ALL
IN ALL
IN ALL
AT ALL THE
TO ALL THE
AS LONG AS

THE
THE
THE

THE BEAUTY OF THE HOUSE IS ORDER ;
BLESSING OF THE HOUSE IS CONTENTMENT ;

THE
THE GLORY OF THE
THE CRQWN OF THE

GOOD YCU CAN,
WAYS YOU CAN,
PLACES YOU CAN,
TIMES YQU CAN,
PEOPLE YOU CAN,
EVER YOQU CAN.

— JOHN WESLEY
*

HOUSE IS HOSPITALITY ;
HOUSE IS GODLINESS.

— ANON




FRGM THE HEART OF AN EX - "
COMMANDING CADET OFFICER .. ,l

L g

DEDICATED GQF

Captain Nagalingam Somasundaram
popularly kpown as ‘SOMU® among
his brother cadet officers has been
associated with cadeting for over
twenty years since he was commissioned
in 1964.

He quite ably and justly roseto
the rank of Captain and served in
varipus cwpacities in both the *Third’
and <Fifth' Battalions of the Sri Lanka
Cadet Corps. He performed his duties
as Officers’ Mess Sccretary, Assistant
Adjutant, acting Adjutant and Battalion
Sports Offlicer quite efficiently ard cre-

ditably. He would have positively
ended up as one of the Battalion
Commanders had cadeting been in

voque in the fifth battalion area.

His endeiring qualities won the
love and affection of all his senior
officers and hundreds of cadets trained
b7 him. He truly and firmly disci-
plined the cadets with a friendly touch.
They would always adore a superb
officer and conscientious teacher, the
oanly thing an officer exemplary tcacher

rICER

administrator can carry with bim in
his retirement.

As Liaison Officer in thz Com-
monwealth Ministers’ Conference and
Non-Aligned Conference, both held 1n
Colombo he did an excellent job.
Subsequently he was seconded for ser-
vice with the Ceylon Army Medical
Corps for service with the Ant-Mala-
rial Compaign in the Puttalam district.
He was well commended for the yeoman
social service work he rendered,

His dedicated service in the field
of various activities activities involved
in sports has bezen remarkable. In
carrying out his responsibilities as
Deputy Principal of Jaffna Hindu
College he proved his capacity in admin-
strative acumen.

He is indeed a unique blend of
teacher, officer, sportsman and admin-
istator.

1 wish him all happiness in his
much enroed retiremenst. I am really
priviledged to have penncd this.

LT. COL. K. BALENDRA, SLCC

Ex : Commanding Officer,
5 th Battalion,
Sri Lanka Cadet Corps.
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