Yol. 8 No. I5 December I 1985 Price Rs. 4.00

Shan to the “Boys”

LEARN FROM MAO
OBEY ORDERS

SPEAK POLITELY
DON’T ILL-TREAT CAPTIVES

PAY FOR EVERYTHING YOU DAMAGE
DON’T TAKE LIBERTIES WITH WOMEN :
PAY FAIRLY "
DON’T DAMAGE CROPS
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THE CRICKET CRAZE

Eleven little Lankans
— Mervyn de Silva

Match fever and nationalist fervour

— Rohan Bastin

Vittachi, Carlo, Qadri, Crito have
their say — And How !
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FUNDAMENTALISM

Egypt's Hosni Mubarak is not
terribly worried about Nasserites
or Marxists in his country. His ‘
anxieties centre on the Islamic
fundamentalist movement, a sym-
pathiser of which semi-secret
organisation, planned the assassi- |
nation of Anwar Sadat, the osten- |
tatiously westernised President of |
Egypt. T4

Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir is
the author of ‘The Malay Dilemma’
and a devoted adherent but last
month his troops were battling
armed Islamic militants, What is
more young women in Malaysian
universities and in Kuala Lumpur
government offices are taking to
the traditional veil (chador).

Not many people appear to have
noticed (or bothered to take note
of) young Muslim girls who go
to some of the posher schools in
Colombo with their faces covered.

In a letter he wrote recently to
FORUM, a regular contributor to
the L. G. observed:

“Without comprehending the
‘ethnic factor’ and the dynamic
social momentum it had gathered,
it would be impossible to unders-
tand why Iranian women took to
the chador, why nuclear families
have not emerged in India even
in the large cities, why Andean
women have reacted against land
reforms and why black American

|
ISLAMIC .

SINHALA REFUGEES

“WHY are we not allowed to
help these needy refugees?” asked
Mrs. Bandaranaike when she con-
firmed an ISLAND report thatSinhala
refugees at Senapura had been
threatened with eviction for accepting
relief from the SLFP by a UNP
politician.

“We were not doing this for
publicity... there s no election
coming up it Is absurd to
suggest that we were only interested
in publicity. We will take this
up in parliament.

CHICAGO-STYLE

AT 9.30 in the morning on Poya
Day, a big businessman of Sea
Street, a Mr. B.S. Fernando who
was far better known to Colombo
Centre residents by a nick—name
which suggested it was also a
trade-name, was gunned down in
an operation that was just like
the movies and today’s TV dramas.
The SUN correctly called it ‘Chicago
—style’”’, a hint that this might
be a gangland ‘war' and possibly
a contract job.

Recently, Mr. Anil Moonesinghe
contributed a freshly minted term
to the popular idiom of these
fast-changing times. He called it
“CASINO CAPITALISM". Both ‘Chi-
cago’ and ‘casino’ are part of a
more sweeping social transforma-
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women have resisted the call to tion. It is Colombo's new life-
feminism". style.
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PUDE and NDA

Mr. Qadri Ismail has clinched
his case against Peradeniya- by
telling us that it gave Mr. Sene-
viratne a mere Second Class.
Not many years later this same
Department found itself able to
give a First to Mr. Ismail. No-
thing further need be said.

But Mr. Ismail is wrong to
use the acronym PRUDE for the
Peradeniya Department of English.
It has an intrusive <R".

The correct acronym should be
PUDE and if a memonic is needed,
just remember the Neo-Dadaist
Association, NDA. As the cognos-
centi know Dadaism is a move-
ment formed ‘‘to repudiate con-
ventions and intended to shock™.
On the subject of acronyms, it
is self-evident that QI is the
very reverse of |Q but one
wonders if it is necessary for
Mr. Ismail to keep drawing atten-
tion to this fact every time he
appears in print.

CRITO

II

| have read Qadri Ismail’s
correspondence in your issue of
the 15th instant. The caption
“What for the telling?” appears
indicative of what followed.

He apparently takes umbrage
at personal remarks as is evidenced
by his explicit statement that we
Lankans have a habit of taking
attacks on one's ideas personally
but his contribution — if it might
be so called —is punctuated by
personal insults, epithets and vili-

fication. The vacuous D. Perera
rants, there is a second rate
Patrick Jayasuriya and Gamini
Seneviratne has spent his time
vegetating in the bureaucracy.
The reason for invoking the
expression ‘all fart no shit’ s,

to say the least, puzzling. What
may | ask is the point in using
this expression when the sense

(Continued on page [9)
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ETHNIC CONFLICT IN
THE SAARC SETTING

M de S

ri Lanka's ethnic issue always
Shad an external aspect, not
evident or demanding attention all
the time but important and poten-
tially dangerous. It is only after
July 1983, did Tamilnadu, this
externality inherent in the nature
of the conflict — the cross-the-
border cultural affinities and alle-
giances — thrust itself forcefully to
become a major feature of the
problem, and perhaps a necessary
part of the solution.

In not recognising the external
implications of the problem and
treating it as a purely domestic
issue, our policy makers committed
an elementary but costly error.
In failing to grasp the full signi-
ficance of the Tamilnadu factor,
our foreign policy-makers multi-
plied the negative possibilities of
their initial mistake by not pre-
serving Colombo's traditional friend-
ship with Delhi in Mrs. Gandhi’s
time.

Exercising the absolute right of
sovereignty enjoyed by an inde-
pendent state, Sri Lanka took
foreign policy decisions which cumu-
latively converted, over a period
of several years, what was tradi-
tionally a non-hostile relationship
into a relationship which Mrs.
Indira Gandhi considered and pub-
licly declared a hostile posture.

Mrs. Gandhi is no more. Her

successor, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, is com- -

mitted to a reversal of policy
both within India and with India’s
neighbours from a combatively con-
frontational attitude to a conci-
liatory one. His Punjab exercise
is the first dramatic demonstration
of this change in Delhi vis-a-vis
tensions between the Centre and
the states in Indian federation.
Assam is another.

And so with India’s neighbours.
Outlining Indian defence policies
on Oct. 9, Prime Minister Gandhi
observed that national unity came!

first and tension-free relations with
neighbours came second. Peace and
stability in the world, nonalign-|

ment, disarmament and a just inter-

national economic order were funda-"|
mental concerns in India’s approach!

to international relations.

Again, on account of Tamilnadu,
the Sri Lankan issue touches India’s
first and second priorities.

The national spirit, said Mr.
Gandhi in his Oct. 9 address to
the National Defence College, must
transcend caste, creed and language.
Since these diversities are a cons-

tant threat to national cohesion,
India is the last country that
would want to encourage sepa-
ratist ideas or movements. After
Independence in 1947, Tamilnadu
was one of the first states to
raise the banner of language and
separatism. The DMK was the
party which raised that cry and

in Tamilnadu today, the A.L.D.M.K.
(2 Congress ally) and Mr. Karuna-
nidhi's DMK are the main con-
tenders for power although sepa-
ratism was renounced in 1962 at
the outbreak of the India-China
war. This history and its lessons,
and Mr. Gandhi’s stated priorities
of policy, foreign and defence,
explains why he has chosen to
take such a special interest in
the Sri Lankan problem.

The manner of his succession,
a deep personal tragedy, makes
him intensely alive to the dangers
of extremism and terrorism. The
negotiations he personally conduc-
ted with the Akali Dal, despite
the tragic price paid by its leader,
and the subsequent elections were
received by the whole world as
a personal triumph and a victory
for his new conciliatory approach.
Thus, the western world — US,
Canada, UK etc — has been quick
to respond to his appeals to
control the problems created by
expatriate Sikh extremists.

BACKGROUND

Whereas Mrs. Gandhi offered her
“'good offices,” Rajiv Gandhi has
come forward openly as a medi-
ator in Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict
— an advance in Colombo’s view.
Friendly persuasion and pressure
are the familiar instruments of the
mediator. But how much of each
or both on the two parties to
the conflict, the Sri Lanka govern-
ment and the Tamil representatives.
Each hopes that Mr. Gandhi will
use these instruments to its ad-
vantage, exerting more pressure
on the other party.

Since diplomacy is one possible
form of persuasion and pressure,
Colombo has been compelled once
more to recognise the importance
of diplomacy. By highlighting ‘ter-
rorism’, Colombo hoped that the
Sri Lankan conflict would fit neatly
the recent Reaganite agenda. Yet,
Mr. Reagan’s envoy, General Walt-y
ters spoke of «political reconcili-
ation” with the Tamil community,
and possible US help to combat
“residual terrorism”. In all its’
official statements, the State Dept.
has struck to the view of a con-
flict that was more ethnic than
ideological. Will the new LANKA-
PUVATH line of ‘Marxist terro-
rism' do any better?

The Indian attitude, and more
so Indian action, is of far greater
practical value than any shift in
US/western opinion, which itself
is problematic.

Knowing Mr. Gandhi’s hypersen-
sitivity to the menace of Sikh
terrorism, the opportuuity to
mount an argument based on
equating Sikh and Tamil extremism
was too tempting to resist, espe-
cially when Mr. Gandhi’s personal
appeals to foreign governments
became more and more strident.
If the argument was not an abso-
lute clincher, it was because Mr.
Gandhi's case was reinforced by
his Punjab settlement and elections.

(Continued on page 8)



Kitty Hawks and SLFP doves

Anybody in the House heard of
JANES? From the days Britan-
nia ruled the waves, JANES, like
LLOYD’'s REGISTER, has been the
world's best reference book on
warships. It is a sign of the times
that JANES has recently appointed
a ‘correspondent’ in Sri Lanka.

Evidently no Opposition MP has
heard of JANE'S or cared to consult
this standard reference book on
KITTY HAWK and the three
Seventh Fleet ships that arrived in
Colombo. Is the Kitty Hawk car-
rying nuclear weapons? That was
the question put by the former
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Defence, Mr. Jayakody. Did
the Ministry ask the US that
question? Silly. The US does not
disclose what any of its ships
carries. In fact at the press briefing
the ship's information officer gave
the answer that the Pentagon/State
Dept gave the New Zealand.

What was interesting though was
the reactions and interruptions by
the government not only to the
KITTY HAWK issue but about Israel.

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Regarding the aircarft carrier the
Kitty Hawk, the American warship
that came here, the Hon. Member
for Attanagalla raised this matter
at Adjournment and the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs made a
statement to this House where he
said that this vessel was not
carrying nuclear arms. Subsequently
the press were invited, and there
was an interview on board. A
responsible officer of the ship did
not deny that there were nuclear
arms on board. — (Interruption).
May be so, but he did not say
no. — (Interruption). My question is,
did he say no? Take the stand
the New Zealand took up when
one of their warships was going
there. What did New Zealand do?
They posed the same question that
our Foreign Ministry asked.

(A Member)

Same answer.
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(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

What same answer? They said,
«You will not come in". New
Zealand is a member of the ANZUS
pact which includes America. New
Zealand is a small country. Yet
they were courageous enough to
say, ‘“You will not put into our
port’”, and asked them to go. My
only fear is this, Sir. The Marcos
Government is about to fall. If |
remember right, the name of their
port is Subic Bay. It might not
be under the control of Marcos
very soon. The people who are
going to take over will control
the port, they will be the rulers
of the country. | wonder whether
the Kitty Hawk and a fleet of
other ships were here to do a
survey of the Tincomalee port? |
hope and pray that does not
happen. But | have a fear and
there is speculation also — (Inter-
ruption). Immediately Marcos is
kicked out they might think the
next best place is Trincomalee.

| hope you will not be a party
to this, Sir. — (Interruption). | have
only about five minutes more. If
the Deputy Chairman will allow
me a few more minutes —

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commit-
tees)

We have to adjourn at 6 p.m.
You can speak for five minutes,
if you wish. :

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Then, Sir, regarding the question
of the Israeli presence in this
country, we of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party vehemently opposed
the Israelis coming into this country.
Our Leader Mrs. Bandaranaike,
made a statement to the nation
prior to the 1970 election that
she would chase the Israelis out
of this country — (Interruption) 1969.
You read our manifesto. We chased
them out. You embraced them and
brought them into this country.
— (Interruption). | will come to
that. Their presence is much felt
in this country.

(A Member)

There are a lot of countries
that are going to welcome them.

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

May be so, but as far as the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party is concern-
ed,our foreign policy is very clear.
What has happened today? His
Excellency the President met Peres,
the Prime Minister of lIsrael, in
Paris. Iran has protested. — (Inter-
ruption). That is a different matter.
Jordan can do anything. What are
we concerned about Jordan? Let
us be clear about our policies.

(A Member)

You talked about non-alignment,
solidarity.

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Then what happened? | raised a
question on the Floor of this
House — | think it was the day
before yesterday — and asked about
the trade debt we have with lsrael,
The Hon. Acting Minister of Trade
and Shipping came out with a list
of all the imports and exports
with Israel. It has not stopped at
that. lIsrael has become one of the
main suppliers of fertilizer to our
country. The Zim-lsrael Steam
Ship Company that was banned
from coming into our waters has
started coming here. Already two
vessels, Zim Melbourne end Zim
Sydney have arrived and sailed
away from Sri Lanka. Is this your
foreign policy 2 Is this the way you
sympathize with the Palestinians
who are being massacred? This is
going to have a serious effect on
the economy of this country. Where
our employment is concerned, day
by day the Arab countries are
retrenching and sending our people
back. | feel sorry for my country.
— (Interruption.) | have examined
the figures. You will know the
figures very soon. The main buyers
of our tea are Iran, lIraq and
Pakistan and other countries. There
are Arab countries buying our tea.

(Continued on page 5)



THE WORST VIOLENCE

Post-Budget thoughts by Dr. Mervyn D. De Silva,
former Adviser, Ministry of Plan Implementation

(Letter sent to the UNP by
the departed who once lived
below the poverty line)

I was hungry — but the new Fich

you created by your economic
policies fed their cats, dogs,
and pets with my food. You
even imported food for cats and
dogs, while | starved.

was hungry — and you encouraged
multinationals to plant winged
beans and waste money for five
years to produce yard long Dam-
bala, without using that money
on research to produce more
and cheaper subsidiary food crops
and cowpea for my family.

was hungry — and the millionaires
you produced within a short space
of time, did not give up their
T-bone steak in the big hotels,
so you subsidised them heavily.

was hungry — but you allowed
multinationals to cultivate sugar
cane at Moneragala and then
sell their sugar at higher prices,
while | was deprived of the land
that grew my daily meal. | was
reduced to an agricultural labourer.

was hungry —and you made
cricket the opium of the people!

was hungry — you allowed waste
and corruption to increase despite
the pleas of your own Minister
of Finance. The resultant price
increases reduced my family’s
food basket.

was hungry — and money that
could have been used to produce
food on available irrigable lands
was used for constructing Dams
that made 1977 promises a set
of damn lies.

was hungry — but you removed
the food subisidies only to waste
the money saved on unproduc-
tive projects and opening cere-
monies that have now become
carnivals.

| was hungry — but you watched
unconcerned local and foreign
cartels control food production
and imports, and allowed my
Lakspray which was Rs. 6.50 per
Ib to be raised to Rs.29.50 per
pound.

| was hungry — but you never
cared to learn that all the food
the world produces in one year,
if distributed according to need,
will ensure that every single
person on earth gets a ton of
food that contains more than
adequate protein and energy.

| was hungry — but you allowed
millions to be spent on seminars
and training of the trained, and
re-training, and training of
trainers ad-nauesam.

| was hungry — but you did not
ask the priority question why
people in Sri Lanka go hungry,
outline the main food issues,
and demand solutions. Instead,
you surrounded yourself with
expatriate Sri Lankans who are
nothing but conduits for business
interests in their land of adoption,
and may soon entice you to
start a Star Wars Program!!

I was hungry — but you never
took action on the reports of
increasing malnutrition, although
those we have left behind, will
be physically less developed, ment-
ally less alert and more suscep-
tiple to disease,

| was hungry — but you remained
unaware of the facts that stale
bread, spoilt vegetables and fruits
in the dust bins of rich homes
and the big hotels you put up
could have fed me and thousands
of others who had to shorten
their sojourn on Earth.

| was hungry — but you never ask
your friends who got you into
the debt trap the morality of
wasting food deliberately by dum-
ping food into the sea in order
to keep the prices of food high.
Real human development and
social justice are closely related
to peace. Many of the causes
of conflict in Sri Lanka relate
to the sharp polarisations of
wealth and poverty among all
races.

Gandhi said poverty is the worst
kind of violence.

Kitty Hawks. . .
(Continued from page 4)

(A Member)

Egypt !

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Yes, Egypt. It is going to affect
our tea industry. It Is going to
affect our economy. | think it has
taken a very serious turn.

You are aware as | mentioned
in the House that we were invited
to Iran on a delegation led by the
hon. Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs, They cancelled our visit
to Iran.

(A Member)
It was postponed.

(Mr. M, Haleem Ishak)

No. This is what | was told. |
was one of the members of the
delegation. | was informed that it
has been cancelled. There is no
postponement — (interruption). | do
not know about that. If | am
invited again | will let you know
but now | say that it has been
cancelled. We are not going to Iran.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
Or is it going, going, gonel



ARRESTS UNDER P.T.A.

Opposition circles shocked

S we go to press the deten-

tion of Mr. Indika Gunawar-
dena, brother of the M.E.P.
Leader Mr. Dinesh Gunawardena,
M. P and son of the celebrated
founder of the Socialist Movement
in Sri Lanka, Mr. Phillip Guna-
wardena has provoked exchanges
in parliament. The fact that he
has been taken in under the
P. T. A. has shocked opposition
circles.

We publish two newspaper re-
ports of the parliamentary spe-
eches of Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali
and Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama.

SEVERAL PEOPLE, mainly Sinha-
lese, suspected of having separatist
terrorist links have been arrested
by security authorities, National
Security Minister Lalith Athulath
mudali told parliament yesterday.

He said there was evidence to
show that the arrested people
were involved with the People’s
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE), a group led by
Uma Maheswaran.

Some persons in custody, the
minister said, were known to him,
but he was satisfied that the in-
vestigators were acting in good
faith. He did not name those in
custody saying the investigations
were still on.

He said what was disclosed so
far contributed to avoid a “lot of
blood shed."

There were two groups in the
south, he said, which had connec-
tions with the PLOTE and planned
to create trouble in the predo-
minantly Sinhalese south,

One group was politically oriented
while the other was a militant
organisation, he said.

6

These two southern groups were
identified as the Samajawadi Janatha
Viyaparaya (SJV) and the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramnue Nava Pravantha-
vaya (JVPNP).

the detained people
have made statements on which
more people were arrested and
several documents taken into cus-
tody, Mr. Athulathmudali said.

Most of

The authorities made a breakthro-
ugh with the arrest a few months
ago, of a armed robbery suspect
in the Kandy district, he said.

This suspect had a revolver
which was missing from the Nika-
weratiya police station after it

was attacked by the PLOTE.

The strategy of the group was
to set up armed guerrilla groups
with three men in each.

“They planned to create trouble
in various parts of the country so
that the forces would be compelled
to withdraw from the north to
maintain security in other areas,”
he said.

— CDN

e # L

SARATH Muttetuwegama, (Mem-
ber for Kalawana) debating the
committee stage of the defence
budget, spoke of arrests made recen-

tly.

The police have started arresting

people belonging to left wing groups
in the North. There is a tendency
in the government controlled media
especially the Lanka Puwath to call
these Marxist separatists terrorists.

| must say, that the groups
who were willing to negotiate a
settlement are the Marxist groups,

In the last few days they have
started arresting groups in the
south. The government is trying

to throw a veil of Marxism over
all that is happening in the country.

We want to register my party’s
strongest protests against the way
the media is handling this matter
and the way arrests are being
made in the south.

The government must set itself
a time limit. This is a very
dangerous thing and if given the
freedom to act in this manner,

the Police can act any way they
like.

The courts have often declared
that they cannot interfere in this
matter.

You must either charge these
people arrested or release them.
Keeping them indefinitely or in-
discriminately is something no
country can tolerate. | ask the
government, to release these peo-
ple who have been arrested and
against whom there are no charges.

Though the Minister has said
there are various committees that
go into arms purchases, rumours
are going around that other per-
sons are also involved in arms
purchases.

Another matter Is police be-
haviour. | hear there have been
many deaths among those in police
custody. This is not a very healthy
thing.

There is an old police saying
that when you have someone in
custody that person is in police
care. So the police can't have
someone dying on their hands
while they are in their care,
can you?

The Police seem to think they
can do anything and get away
with it as they will be protected

from the top.
i P _SUN



CAT’S EYE

More on our
Multi-Ethnic Society

LAST weeks Lanka Guardian raised
the interesting issue of multi-ethknic
beauty queens and pointed to the
fact that it is local women with
European blood, who have the best
chance of winning competitions for
beauty. Mention was also made
of S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike’s Tamil
and Burgher ancestry, which ac-
cording to James Rutnam, made
him eminently suitable to be prime
minister, as the blood of all
groups ran in his veins.

Our point is that Sinhalese,
Tamils, Moors. Burghers etc. are
all of one ethnic mix — divided
by culture and not by blood. The
blood has been renewed over the
centuries by foreigners and many
Sri Lanka notables have helped to
bring new inputs into society.
For example, several nationalist
and Leftist politicians, university
professors and Sinhala writers have
married Europeans or Burghers
(as first or second wives). These
include (to mention a few) — Sir
P. Ramanathan, Prof. E. R. Sarach-
chandra, R. Sri Pathmanathan, Dr.
G. P. Malalasekera, P. de S. Kula-
ratne, G. G. Ponnambalam, Dr. A.
P. de Zoysa, A. B. Perera, H. Sri
Nissanka, Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe,
Anil Moonesinghe, Philip Gunawar-
dena, Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake,
George E. de Silva, Mangala Moone-
singhe, Prof. H. A. de § Gunasekera,
Dr. I. D. S. Weerawardena and
Prof. Ranasinghe.

Many of their wives were active
in national struggles and Left
politics, suffragist organisations, the
women's movement, local cultural
revival and in Buddhist and Hindu
women's education — and deserve
to be remembered for their im-
portant  contributions to local
society.

Women Shake up Jaffna
Society

There has recently been much
debate in Jaffna on the role of
women. Tamil publications carry
articles questioning traditional atti-
tudes, and issues such as rape,
chastity, dowry, the oppression
and exploitation of women within
the family and society, are now
openly discussed. A Tamil trans-
lation of Lu Xun's famous piece
«On Chastity' (1923) was sold out.
This is a completely a new pheno-
mena in Jaffna which is a well
structured, male-dominated society.

The new wave of feminist
thought in Jaffra has resulted in
some new women's journals. These
include Thaham (Thirst) — which
has put out two issues this year;
Tholi (Woman Comrade) and
Villaku — (lamp) are published by
independent women's organisations
and another journal — Senthalal
(The Flame), is published by the
women’s section of the EPRLF. A
translation of the pamphlet Femi-
nism is Relevant was published
by the Women’s Study Circle of
Jaffna and was on sale, of all
places, at the Nallur Temple festi-
val this year. The Women's Study
Circle, (51, Sankiliyan Road, Nal-
lur, Jaffna) concentrates on publish-
ing feminist writings and organising
educational programmes for women.
Whatever may be the differences
between the various women'’s
groups, that have all come out
to attack against the patriarchal
structures of Jaffna society. Obvi-
ously, events are shaking up the
conservative society in the North.

Association of Mothers
of Missing Youth

The organisation has been formed
recently in Batticaloa. Asa result
of the combing out operations in
the villages around Batticaloa, a
number of youngsters have been

arrested or are
missing. This
name suggests,
to look for

persons.
crisis, women develop more strength
to act.

reported to be
association, as its
has been formed
the missing young
Perhaps, at a time of

Cats look at Macho Cricket
One thing that has amazed us

is the way Sri Lankan males,
whatever their class, politics or
~age have got caught in a spin

over the cricket. There were few
voices of protest and dissent during
the recent cricket mania when
‘our boys' beat India. Among the
dissenters were some women who
argued that —

# cricket hysteria, artificially wihp-
ped up, can become real hys-
teria — and in this mood, the
Sinhalese begin to think they
have defeated India, the country,
by defeating the Indian team.

# cricket nationalism  (especially
with an all-Sinhala team) is not
far removed from Sinhala chau-
vinism and false patriotism. My
country, right or wrong is a
dangerous sentiment. As G. B.
Shaw has said ‘patriotism is the
conviction that my country is
right because | was born there’.
And of course ‘our team’ should
win, by fair or foul means.

# pationalism in sport Is disastrous,
and all over the world, we
have examples of its bad effects.
Cricket is a sport and should
be enjoyed as a sport. Let the
better side win. (Evidently the
Pakistani umpires and spectators
don't think so.)

% |f you can keep your head,
when your country is winnin
a (stupid) cricket match, an
the males are going beserk,
you are a woman, my daughter.
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Rape Laws

Our newspapers are full of cases
of rape, which some say is on the
inctease. However the Sri Lankan
law on rape has not changed since
1883. As a result, it has not
incorporated any of the changes
which have swept most other
common law jurisdictions — the
U. S., U. K., India, Australia etc.
Only Sri Lankan lawyers argue
that the British gave us a hundred
years ago adequately protects the
rights of women, even though the
British themselves have changed
their rape laws.

In Sri Lanka today, an allegation

of rape by a woman must be
corroborated. Though the laws
of evidence do not state this

clearly, by practice and precedent
this remains a reality. Rape is a
private crime rarely committed in
public. Unlike murder or burglary,
it is committed on the person of
a woman, leaving only evidence
of sexual intercourse. To require
corroboration is therefore to place
an already frightened victim at a
handicap. In other countries, unlike
in Sri Lanka, lack of corroboration
does not throw the case out of

court. Juries/Judges are allowed
to make their decision on the
facts before them: the criminal

law anyway requires that a person
be found guilty beyond reasonable

doubt, with or without corrobo-
ration.
Secondly, in Sri Lanka women

victims have the onus of proving
an absence of consent. This
places these victims in a terrible
dilemma. The police and doctors
often advise women not to resist
violently, because this increases
the likelihood of a rape/murder.
The courts, on the other hand,
have held that if a woman does
not resist, it is tantamount to
consent. So the Sri Lanka law
gives women the choice of risking
death if they wish to have men
punished for the crime of rape.
In other countries, either the
burdens have been shifted — i. e.
the defence must prove consent —
or lack of resistance is not proof
of consent.

in Sri Lanka, a woman’s past
sexual life (i. e. whether she is
a virgin, whether she has committed
adultery) can be brought into
evidence, even if it has no bearing
on the case at hand. Her private
life of yesteryear can be laid
bare in court to show that she
is ‘morally loose’ and therefore
asked for it. In most other coun-
tries today, the laws do not
allow this type of mudslinging and
effectively prevent the defence
from humiliating the rape victim.

In actuality, there are very few
cases of rape filed in our courts
though social scientists have written
that rape is reaching epidemic
proportions in certain areas. Given
the fact that most of our women
come from traditional homes, the
formidable obstacle of our own
rape law effectively prevents justice

from being done. It is so obviously -

written to protect the male rapist
even in a society where fear of
social ostracism would prevent
women from filing a case of rape
even under the most liberal
conditions.

Letters to Cat’s Eye

Dear Cat,

| am sending you the full text
of the ‘Warning to Women’ (from
Jaffna) you referred to in the last
issue — since you missed some of
the (fantastic) points in the ten
pronouncements on women.

I. Grown up girls should wear long
skirts.

2. Don’'t ride on motor bicycles
with all kinds of men.

3.Married women should wear

sarees when going out. Do not
wear nighties and transparent
clothes.

4. Married women only should go
with their husbands on bicycles.

5.Women who loiter about in
public places should be beaten.

6.Cases of women going on bicy.
cles with men should be inquired
into and they should be beaten,

7. Adhere to good habits when
young so that you will grow
up to be persons of good con-
duct.

8. Young men like to marry girls
of good conduct without demand-
ing a dowry.

9.'Out of ten girls on the road
only one is a virgin,

10. Parents who allow their grown
up daughters to behave as they
like, should be punished and
disgraced.

All | can say
this 1885 or 19852

Yours etc.
Mala Tambiah

is My God, is

Ethnic...

(Continued from page 3)

Sri Lanka is now returning to
the same line of argument but
in a smaller but more formal and
high-level forum: the first SAARC
summit.

In an interview with this writer’
President JR said that the funda-
mental issue was ‘“the use of
violence'' even for a ‘‘just cause’.
India’s main consideration should
be whether or not to permit’ the
use of its territory for hostile
acts against a friendly neighbour™.
All this, while fully appreciative
of Mr. Gandhi's efforts as a media-
tor. Although *no bilateral issues”
is the first inflexible rule of
SAARC discussions, it is now
recognised that ‘trust” and ‘‘the
political will to cooperate’ must
be the foundatiom of regional
cooperation, the avowed ideal of
SAARC. The “political will’’ rather
than the identification of spetific
projects for cooperation now recei-
ves the main emphasis. This is the
opening which Sri Lankan diplomacy,
recovering from its past failures,
hopes to use to its advantage on
a bilateral problem.



Learning from Mao’s lessons

on

N. Sanmugathasan

nyone observing the ethnic
front today could be pardoned
if he were overcome with a sense

of confusion. There is supposed
to be a cease-fire in operation
since June 18 although the two
sides seem to have different
interpretations about how the
cease-fire  operates. Although

conditions and counter-conditions
were bandied about, no one knows
definitely what were the accepted
conditions on the basis of which
the cease-fire came into existence;
or, whether there were any
conditions at all. After a lot of
wrangling, a cease-fire monitoring

committee has been appointed
although its composition has not
been to the satisfaction of the

militants.

Both sides have repeatedly and
vehemently accused each other of
serious violations of the cease
-fire. To an observer, even
judging from biased reporting in
the controlled press, it is clear
that, apart from the Jaffna district,
the armed forces are continuing
their search and destroy operations
in the rest of the north and
east. As a result, a large number
of militants as well as a greater
number  of  innocents — whose
numbers it is impossible to
estimate — have been killed in
the process. A large number of
houses have been burnt and
damage to property has been
considerable,

one of the more
militant  groups is said to have
declared that they would not
observe the cease-fire. Some of
the militant groups have also
violated the cease-fire on the
plea that they are retaliating
against the army's offensive.
While this can be understood,
the senseless killing of civilians
cannot be condoned. My fervent

Already,

‘““Contradictions”

hope is that these are the actions
of immature, irregular groups that
function outside the control of
the main militant groups. If that
is so, the duty clearly falls on
the main and more responsible
groups to discipline the others
so that actions like these do not
bring a bad name to the whole
movement.

been
province,

Viclence seems to have
worst in the eastern
particularly in the Trincomalee
and  Mullaitiva and  Vavuniya
districts, These depradations have
been carried out on the Theory
that the militants were getting
ready for an offensive and that,
therefore, the military had to
act. Of course, a good number
of those killed may in reality,
be totally innocent civilians, No
inquiry has ever been held to
find out how many of the people
so killed ever had fire arms with
them. One other question,
which no one seems to have
had the guts to raise, is why
it is necessary to shoot to kill?
Surely, can’t they be maimed by
shooting below the knee and then
captured? Unfortunately, it seems
to have become the practice to
shoot and kill even motor cyclists,
without any proven political
associations for the simple fault
of not having obeyed the signal
to stop. Cannot the security
forces direct the fire at the
wheel and thus demobilise the
rider? Should he be killed?

Was it agreed at the time the
cease-fire came into operation
that the 600-odd detenues in the
Boosa camp would be released?
If so, this has not been done.
When the cease-fire monitoring
committee visited the camp, they
found that these detenues, some
of whom had been detained for
over a year, had no change of
clothing!

Everyone is aware that the
government has used the opportunity
of the cease-fire to strengthen
its armed forces and to import
sophisticated arms. There is no
doubt that the cease-fire has been

more in the interests of the
government than that of the
militants.  The militants agreed

to it only because of the heavy
pressure from the Indian government
and against their own interests.
But, the Sri Lankan government
wanted the cease-fire because it
had been driven into a corner.
It needed some breathing time to
re-coup its losses. in the recent
interview over the B.B.C the
President declared that he would
eliminate the ¢terrorists"” within
a year. Clearly, he does not
have the possibilities of a peaceful
solution in mind.

The militant groups, as well as
well as the TULF, have, for their
part, rejected — and, rightly so in
my view the last set of proposals
put forward by the Sri Lankan
government. They have rejected
provincial councils and reiterated
their demand for a single Tamil
linguistic region based on the
merger of the north and the
east; and for full regional autonomy
for such an area. Clearly, the
basis for a continuation of the
cease-fire is very slight.

Anti-people activity

But, the period of the cease
-fire has benefitted the govern-
ment in the sense that it seems
to have spread confusion among
the militants and also soured
the relations between the mili-

tants and the people. This is
unfortnate. But this is what
happens sometimes when a

period of military cum political
activity is allowed to be followed
by inactivity, The militants
seem to have been unable to

9



use this period to strengthen
themselves militarily and poli-
tically. On the contrary, they
seem to have allowed their
relations with the people to
deteriorate. This is evident from
recent reports from Jaffna.

This is due to nothing but
political immaturity and to the
lack of understanding of the correct
relations that should exist between
a guerilla army and the people.
Many of the militant groups profess
to be Marxist-Leninists but it s
doubtful how much of it they
have understood and digested.

Even at this stage they should
understand the correct relations
that should exist between an army
that fights for the people and the
people. Nobody has explained this
question better than Chairman
Mao Tsetung. It was he who
trained a Peoples’ Army to fight
a Peoples’ War while leading the
protracted Chinese Revolution which
he led to total victory in 1949,
He taught ‘the army must become
one with the people so that they
see it as their own army. Such
an army will be invincible.” Again,
““whereever our comrades go, they
must build good relations with
the masses, be concerned for them
and help them overcome their
difficuties. We must unite with
the masses; the more of the
masses we unite with, the better.”

Chairman Mao paid such importance
to this question that he formulated
three main rules of discipline and

eight points for attention of the
Peoples’ Liberation Army (then
called the Red Army) <“They

formed an important part of the
political work of the Red Army
and played a great role in building
the peoples’ armed forces, handling
relations within the army correctly,
forging unity with the masses of
the people and laying down the
correct policy of the peoples’
army towards captives. From the
earliest days of the Red Army,
Comrade Mao Tsetung required
soldiers to speak politely to the
masses, pay fairly for all purchases
and never impress people into
forced labour or hit or swear at
people.”
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The Three main rules of discipline
which were set out in the spring
of 1928 were as follows:

(1) Obey orders inall your actions.

(2) Do not take a single needle
or piece of thread from
the masses.

(3) Turn in everything captured.

attention

The eight points for
of 1928

set out in the summer
were as follows:

(1) Speak politely.
(2) Pay fairly for what you buy.

(3) Return
borrow.

everything you

(4) Pay for anything you damage.
(5) Do not hit or swear at people,
(6) Do not damage crops.

(7) Do not take liberties with

women.

(8) Do not ill-treat captives.

It is because the Chinese
Peoples’ Liberation Army was
built by Mao on such sound
principles that it became a real

Peoples’ Army which was welcomed

and supported by the people
wherever it went. Unless the
Tamil militants digest these wise

teachings of Mao, they are going
to face serious difficulties in their
path.

However distorted may be the

reports we get about recent
happenings in the North, there
can be no doubt that some

of the militant groups or other
forces acting in the guise of
militant groups have indulged
in serious anti-social and anti-
people activities which have
earned the righteous indignation
of the ordinary man., There
is no need for us to be specific.
We only wish to stress that
unless this kind of anti-social and

anti-peoples’ activities
put an end to there would be
a2 severe strain on the good
relations that once existed between
the militants and the people.
The militants cannot be com-
placent about such an outcome.
The only beneficiary would be
the government.

are not

Another question which
the militants have repeatedly
blundered is that of how to solve
contradictions among the peo-
ple. It was Mao again who taught
us that there are two types of
contradictions — one between the
people and the enemy and the
other that among the people —

over

and that these two are totally
different in their nature and
that they have to be handled
differently. He taught that the
contradictions between ourselves
and the enemy are antagonistic
contraditions while, within the

ranks of the people, contradictions
are non-antagonistic and should
be resolved by different means.
He also taught that the only
way to settle questions of an
ideological nature or controversial
issues among the people is by
the democratic method of discus-
sions, of criticism, of persuasion
and education, and not by the
method of coercion and repres-
sion,

He also warned that if the
non-antagonistic contradictions am-
ong the people are not handled
properly, they could turn into
antagonistic ones. That is why
we like to point out that
kidnapping, torture and execu-
tion of comrades who differ
from us in one form or ano-
ther is not a method of solving
contradictions and must be
condemned. Such methods only
make the contradictions more acute

and earn a bad name for the
movement that indulges in such
activities.

It is to be hoped that the

militants will self-criticise them-
selves and learn not to repeat
these mistakes. Too many pre-
cious lives have been unneces-
sarily lost.



THE ETHNIC CRISIS — (2)

Pressures and opportunities

as seen by the Sri Lanka
government

Marshall Singer

or more than a year the Sri

Lankan government has been
“saying that they could deal with
the Tamil insurgents in the North,
militarily, if only they could con-
trol ‘‘international terrorism’. As
it turns out, there may have been
a good deal of validity to this
claim. Leave aside the fact that
the Sri Lankan government and
soldiers, in their mistreatment of
Tamil civilians and youth, may have
created many more ‘terrorists’
than they killed. The fact is that
they probably would have been
much more successful in their goals
had India not been supplying the
militants with all they did. Rajiv's
call for a meeting with |. R. was
an opportunity that could not be
missed. For the first time the
Indian government was offering to
assist the Sri Lankan government
to end the hostilities in a mean-
ingful way. The Indian government
had offered its\ ‘good offices”
before, but now 'the situation had
changed. Now there were much
greater pressures on the Sri.Lanka
government, and greater opportu-
nities for the government to accept
a negotiated settlement than there
had been before.

On the pressure
dhapura had

side, Anura-
changed everything.
Whereas before the insurgency
was something that was being
fought in the North, and only
Tamil civilians were suffering, now
suddenly, if the most sacred Bud-
dhist shrine in Sri Lanka was
vulnerable to attack, and more
than 150 Sinhalese civilians inclu-
ding Buddhist monks and nuns —
could be killed not more than two
miles from a major army base,
everything and everyone was vul-

nerable. The government and the
military were coming under incre-
asing criticism. The danger of a
military coup by low level soldiers
increased with each additional day
of army casualties, and with each
new military  humiliation like
Anuradhapura. There had to be
a political settlement. One more
point about the pressure to seize
this opportunity : Rajiv's life is
clearly in great danger. The Sikh
militants are publicly on record as
“gunning’’ for him. If Rajiv were
to die, it is not at all clear who
would follow him, nor what that
person’s policy toward Sri Lanka
government cannot take the chance.
Whoever follows will certainly not
offer more support for a peaceful
solution than Rajiv has offered.
He may offer less. That is why
the Tamil militants would like to
drag their feet on a settlement.
That is why the Sri Lankan gover-
nment must act quickly.

But Gandhi is clearly going to
try to persuade the Sri Lankan
government to give the Tamils,
in the North, as much autonomy
in Sri Lanka as India gives each
of its states. He does not want
Sri Lanka to give the Tamils more

than he does in India — if they
did he would be under pressure
to give more in India. But the
Sri  Lankans will have to give

significant autonomy. They can call
it a ‘“unitary state’”” (and Indian
lawyers have even shown the Sri
Lankans how they can do it
without amending the Sri Lankan
constitution and without calling it
a ‘federal system' but they will
be pressured to give a high degree
of autonomy to the Tamils. In
return for the pledge to do so.

Gandhi was prepared to come out
publicly, for the first time, and
announce that he opposes Tamil
Eelam. Privately, he was apparently
prepared to go much further and
to promise to use his influence
on the militants to end the insur-
gency. Again, that is an opppr-
tunity not to be missed.

Sinhalese pressures for a settle-
ments have also grown. Without
a settlement, that pressure could
grow into a tidal wave of opinion
against the government. Many
people have openly said that Mrs,
Bandaranaiake put down the insur-
rection in 1971, and they ask why
this government cannot put down
this one. Of course, they are
two totally different situations. In
1971 the vast majority of Sinhalese
were fighting a very small minority
of ultra-leftist Sinhalese extremists
but for the general population
distinctions of this short tend to
get blurred. While there is clearly
pressure on the government to
find a political solution, it is also
clear, to this observer, that the
Sinhalese people will go along with
any concessions to the Tamils which
preserve Sri Lanka intact — pro-
vided the SLFP supports the
concessions that the UNP has
to make. That, too, is an oppor-
tunity not to be missed. Rajiv
is prepared to pressure Mrs. Ban-
daranaike to accept. He is probably
also prepared to try to persuade
J. R. to make the necessary con-
cessions, to her, to get SLFP
support. But if the UNP and the
SLFP both support whatever con-
cessions have to be made to the
Tamils, there is no question that
the great bulk of the Sinhalese
people will go along with the
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settlement. Extreme Sinhalese cha-
uvinistic opinion will oppose it,
to be sure, but those two par-
ties have the loyalty of the vast
majority of the Sinhalese people.
What is more, all the ‘‘left-par-
ties'"” — except the IJVP (the ultra
left party which led the insurrec-
tion against Mrs. Bandaranajke and
and her left coalition government
in 1971) — support concessions to
the Tamils.

Since any settlement with the
Tamils will have to include amnesty
to the militants and the TULF,
it is an ideal opportunity for the
government to save face, by offering
a general amnesty to all political

opponents and to restore Mrs.
Bandaranaike's political rights at
the same time. Sinhalese opinion

simply would not tolerate amnesty
for Tamil militants without amnesty
for Mrs. Bandaranaike. On the
other hand, Sinhalese opinion will
more easily accept amnesty for
Tamils in the context of a general
amnesty for ‘‘everyone”.

Up until Anuradhapura, the Sangha
(the Buddhist priesthood) has been
one of the main stumbling blocks
to a negotiated settlement. They
had opposed many of the proposed
concessions to the Tamils, As far
as | can tell, there has been a
drastic change in the thinking of
many influential Buddhist priests
since Anuradhapura. Now the pri-
ests support a settlement. There
is no telling how long that senti-
ment will last. The terms of
the settlements could be important
to be sure, but if they are terms
that Mrs. Bandaranaike accepts,
the Sangha will go along, | am
quite convinced.

The upper level army has been
convinced for some time that they
could not “win"” militarily without
support from India. Now, in ret-
urn for a settlement which the
Tamils can accept, they can get
that support. That is an oppor-
tunity the upper level military
does not want to see lost. While
the upper level military are pre-
dominantly UNP supporters, the
captain and lieutenant level s
reported to predominantly support
the SLFP. If Mrs. Bandaranaike
were not to accept the settle-
ment it would increase the danger
that her supporters in the army

would charge the government with
having ‘‘sold them out’ increase
the possibility of a coup at that
level. But if Mrs. Bandaranaike
accepts the settlement, they will
too.

Having mentioned the JIVP earlier,
it is worth pointing out here that
they are reported to have become
highly Sinhalese chauvinistic in out-
look. Tney are also reported to
have been infiltrating the lowest
levels of the army as well as other
Sri Lankan institutions. They may
oppose a polilical solution of the
ethnic problem, to be sure, but
it is just as certain that the more
the killing of Sinhalese continue,
the are likely to achieve more
support for their position. Thus a
political solution now undercuts the
conditions under which the JVP is
most likely to thrive.

There are also enormous econo-
mic pressures — as well as oppor-
tunities — on the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to find a peaceful solution
rapidly. It is clear that the
government could not go on spending
between |6 million and 24 million
rupees (almost one million dollars)
per day to fight the insurgents
for very much longer. Tourism is
dead, or nearly so. New foreign

investment is virtually at a stand-

still. Tea prices, which had been
unusually high until  April or
May of 1985, have been falling.
They could no longer be counted
upon to ‘“shore up"” the other
sectors of the economy, which
were badly sagging. Foreign assist-
ance from all foreign donors is
clearly contingent upon a political
settlement. Tamil accountants, office
managers, and supervisors, who have
been the backbone of the day-to
-day functioning of the business
community in Colombo are leaving
in large numbers, and there are
no immediate replacements for
them. Even total loss of the North
would do less economic damage to
Sri Lanka than continuation of the
conflictc. The economic pressures
for a political solution are enormous.
So are the economic rewards. Again,
this is a combination of pressure
and opportunity not to be missed.

Pressures and opportunities
as seen by the Tamils:

There is no question that Rajiv
is' serious about wanting a political

settlement. He can exert great
pressure on the militants:

a) by cutting off assistance

b) by closing Indian borders to them
as a refuge, and as a base of
training and operations

c) by arresting those involved in
smuggling and shoot-outs (and
putting many of the others under
house arrest)

d)by using the Indian navy ot
block arms shipments from other
sources, from arriving in Nor-
thern Sri Lanka

e) by assisting the Sri Lankan mili-
tary by providing them with
milltary equipment (like helicop-
ters, fast naval patrol boats, etc.)

f) if necessary, as a last resort,
with the support of the Indian
army .itself.

The very fact that he has been
able to get the Tamil militants
to accept a cease fire when they
clearly felt that they were winning
on the ground, (despite the fact
that they were taking very heavy
losses) and forced them to choose
representatives and go to Bhutan
against their wishes, indicates that
he can pressure them.

There is no question that the
civilian Tamil population of northern
Sri Lanka has been bearing the
brunt of the insurgency. They
have been abused by the Sinhalese
army and pressured by ‘the boys™.

They could not even travel by
bicyle without a permit. Their
livelihoods and their lives have

been throughly disrupted and threa-
tened. It is unthinkable that the
vast majority of them would not
welcome a peaceful solution. While
some may feel that they must have
Eelam, | believe that the overwhel-
ming majority would welcome a
settlement offering them something
close to the Indian model of center/
state relations. They will put
pressure on their sons, nephews
and brothers to accept a reasonable
offer. If the more militant leader-
ship refuses, they could turn against
“the boys" — provided the Sinha-
lese army does not return to
inflict the same heavy casualties on
Tamil civilians as before. The TULF

(Continued on page 19)
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Zia’s ‘sort of’ democracy

HEN he deposed the

Pakistan's elected leader
before proceeding to hang him,
General Zia promised polls in 6
months. Eight years later, he did
hold elections of a kind. The
GUARDIAN commented:

«The military law administration
in Pakistan can play extremely
rough but it is not without a
capacity for subtlety... Earlier
this year, the government care-
fully staged elections (banning the
parties and locking up the politi-
cians) but still the supposedly
tame parliament that was elected
at once demanded the lifting of
martial law. The new Prime
Minister promised, sort of, that
it would be done by the end of
the year’.

Another promise, sort of! [ Will
the martial law be removed?
Will he allow the parties to do
normal political work freely? The
test was the military regime’s
reaction to return of Benazir
Bhutto, the 32 year old daughter
of the hanged PPP leader for her
brother’'s funeral. He had died
in the most mysterious circums-
tances in a little hostel in France.

Ms. Bhutto also made promises —
not to make political statements,

not to make any attempt to
influence politics till martial law
was lifted, and not to activate

‘her father’s party. She kept her
promises. But 50,000 people fol-
lowed her and her brother's bier
to the grave. This was an act
of defiance, a ‘‘political act” [by
the people. So was the response
of several thousands who came to
pay respects to the dead Bhutto.
They represented religious, and
civil organisations, and trade
unions.

The all-powerful military regime
panicked. It placed Ms. Bhutto
-under house arrest. As Alex
Brodie (BBC) reported her home
was made a ‘sub-gaol’, and ringed
by armed police. The telephone
cut off.

The PPP’s
Mustafa Jatoi

No.2, Mr. Ghulam
observed:  ““They

14

want to create conditions which will

give them an excuse NOT to
remove the martial law.
Ms. Bhutto  was  universally

acclaimed as a “symbol of resis-

tance to military rule”.

However it is another ‘resistance’
that keeps the Zia regime in
power and heavily bank-rolled.
Pakistan is necessary for the US,
its strategic partner, to maintain
direct support for the Afghan
rebels who are fighting the Soviet
-backed Babrak Karmal regime.

FOREIGN
NEWS

Said the GUARDIAN:

~ “The detention of Ms. Bhutto
is an indication of the power that
the military still wields and a
measure of the insecurity of the
regime”,

lo view of this insecurity, the
US will not pressure Zia the way
it does Mr. Marcos. Pakistan will
fight the Kabul regime to the

last Afghan in return for 3 billion
US aid pakage.

The Summit: Atmospherics

do matter

President Reagan, the first to
report on the Geneva summit
to his Congress, was applauded
by both parties. The cheers for
Mr. Gorbachy in the Supreme Soviet
were no less lusty. The NATO
and WARSAW Pact have responded
with cautious optimism China, the
communist giant which has problems,
(border disputes mainly) with the
USSR, and on the other side of
the fence, Japan, the capitalist titan,
which has problems (economic
chiefly) with the US have together
welcomed the Geneva summit.

It is all atmospherics, mostly
theatre, say the sceptics Perhaps.
To imagine that superpower rivals
could win each other’s trust with
mere smiles over two days is to
carry a naive hope to the limits
of innocence, [t is the immediate
and real past not a distant and
roseate future that is the best
measure of what has been achieved.
It was the doyen of US diplomats
George F. Kennan who described
the post-Reagan change in US foreign
policy thinking and practice and
its gradual impact on international
relations as ‘the militarisation of
thought and discourse’.

Behind that radical transformation
rested a single idea, the Reaganite
vision of a return to ‘“‘America ag

No. I”. It was a Chinese com-
mentator who interpreted the real
needs of Geneva summitry as a
renunciation of the doctrine, expli-
cit, or implicit, of “military super-
iority”.

The crude and vulgar belligerence
which marked Reaganitex propaganda
in the first term subsided slightly
before the polls. But a new high-
pitched aggressiveness quickly took
command once more. A more even-
tempered manner and realism appear
to have won the day in Geneva.
There has been some serious talking
between the two leaders. True,
no real progress has been made
on substantive issues and as a joint
closing statement put it ‘‘serious
differences remain on a number of
critical issues”. But the readiness
to speak seriously and talk as equals
does clear the air for ehat has
been universally recognised as ‘a
fresh start’. Mr. Reagan was frank
enough to tell Congress that *‘just
as we must avoid illusions on our
side, we must dispel them on the
Soviet side’.

The FINANCIAL TIMES corres-
pondents in Geneva and Washington
noted in a jointly written report
“While the summit ended without

(Continued on page 19)



| SPORT |

When |1 little Lankans battled
with big brother Gulliver

Mervyn de Silva

The Politics of Separatism, Realities
and Dreams, Prof. Morris-Jones,
the Welsh journalist turned South
Asian affairs expert, told a Colombo

In an interesting lecture entitled

audience that Welsh nationalism,
unlike the Irish or the Scottish
varieties, expresses itself only
when Wales plays England at

rugger. Sri Lankan nationalism or
more accurately Sinhalese nationa-
lism expresses itself freely in the
playing field too, but in far more
complex and ambivalent ways.

Nowhere is this truer than at
cricket and in no duel more
clearly than in competition with
India, Sri Lanka's huge neighbour
and the historical homeland of
both the majority Sinhalese and
the minority Tamils. Cricket, the
time-consuming, often boring and
unarguably colonial game is the
island’s favourite sport, not just
an upper-class pastime,

Commenting on the Ceylonese
devotion to cricket and Shakespeare,
Sir Ivor Jennings, the first vice—
chancellor of the Ceylon Univer-
sity, once said that the people
of this other Eden were in fact
the last Englishmen. Hence the
romantic paradox of Dr. N. M.
Perera, finance minister during the
socialist Bandaranaike government,
who was probably prouder of his

Post as president of the Board
of Control for Cricket than his
title as one of the founding

fathers of the Marxist revolution-
ary movement in Sri Lanka.

The office is now held by
another cabinet minister, this time
in the conservative Junius Jaye-
wardene administration. As irriga-
tion minister, Gamini Dissanayake
is also in charge of the Mahaveli
river multi-purpose project, Sri
Lanka's Aswan Dam and its biggest
development scheme. So keen Is

the minister on this other, unoffi.
cial portfolio that Dissanayake,
who only played cricket for his
school’s junior team, goes abroad
more often for cricket than the
World Bank-sponsored  Mahaveli
project.

His dedication to the game s
such that recently he was elected
president of the Asian Board of
Control. He plans to carry the

flag from Bangladesh to Papua New
Guinea.

Quite by accident the Sri Lankan
Il that defeated India, the world
cup champions, in the second test
and thus won the three-game test
series, was an all-Sinhalese team.
The only Tamil on the field was
umpire S. Ponnadurai, whose *“dou-
btful Ibw" decisions threw Indian
captain Kapil Dev into such a fit
of rage that Ponnadurai became
the darling of the Sri Lankan
spectators and the target of a
measured, magisterial censure by
much of the Indian press.

After losing the game, Kapil Dey
was asked the obvious question:
“Weren't the Indian champions
outplayed in every department of
the game?” True, conceded the
captain sourly, ¢the Sri Lankans
were better in batting, bowling,
fielding. . .and umpiring, They will
never win a test match in any other
country.”

What followed were tempera-
mental fits on the field, arguments
and abusive cross-talk with the
umpires, rude and obscene gestures
at the crowd and such boorish
behaviour generally that the Indian
team became the most unpopular
touring side ever. Every subse-
quent game, every innings and each
over became a bitter Indo-Sri Lanka
prestige battle. As a result, umpire
Ponnadurai’s performance was hailed

by a cynical columnist as a greater
contribution to Srl Lanka’s ethnic
amity than any mediatory effort
by Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi or his Foreign Secretary
Romesh Bhandari.

Politics has alsc been an
exhilarating spectator sport in the
island. Few Sri Lankans were
insensitive to the fact that in
New Delhi, Gandhi and his senior
aides are currently engaged in a
feverish attempt to rescue India's
bold diplomatic exercise in presiding
over a negotiated settlement of

its small neighbour’s harrowing
ethnic conflict.
Talks between the Sri Lankan

Government and Madras—based Sri
Lankan Tamil leaders collapsed
last month only to find Gandhi
unexpectedly confronted by a hostile
Tamil Nadu state (population 50
million), the patron of the Sri
Lankan Tamils and the sanctuary
of almost 100,000 refugees, and
all the leading Tamil political
groups, moderates and militants.

While Tamil Nadu feels that
Gandhl has pressed harder on the
Tamils than on the (Sinhalese)
government, the average Sinhalese

is convinced that Gandhi, unlike
his mother, is holding the scales
evenly in Sri Lanka’s domestic

conflict. This exposes even on the
playing fields the basic ambivalence
of the islander’s attitude to the
huge reality of India which he
must live with, while dreaming
of defeating his mighty neighbour
in the morale-boosting manner in

which the Cubans beat the
Americans at baseball.

A local commentator noted
shrewdly that the Sri Lankan
centurions  mercilessly  mauled
Sivaramakrishnan, India’s brilliant

(Continued on page 17)
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Cricket fervour and Sinhala
nationalism

Rohan Bastin

little remembered article appe-
ared on the sports’ page of
one of Sri Lanka's English dailies
at the beginning of this year con-
cerning the drawn cricket match
held at Lords the previous Septem-
ber. Treated as a Sri Lankan vic-
tory, the match held a high position
in many Sri Lankan minds and this
was yet another -tribute to the
team’s skills. However, this piece
stood outifor two reasons. Firstly,
the report on the same page told
of yet another loss in Australia
thus rendering the article somewhat
absurd.® Secondly, the article extol-
led the virtues of the Sri Lankan
batsmen in terms cf the level of
concentration they achieved through
the advantages of a Buddhist approach
to the game. In the context of
the match against England, the arti-
cle moved in the tradition of the
Buddhist/Christian debates held in
the previous century at places like
Panadura. But, with the 7 nation
tournament going on and Sri Lanka's
poor performance, the article fell
rather flatly. Moreover, many sim-
ply ignored the piece because not
all the team members are Buddhist.
The Sri Lankan captain recently
attributed his success, now in rela-
tion to the series against India,
to his Christianity. Yet this state-
ment is being largely ignored also.
Is it because of the dismal showing
against the Muslims of Pakistan?
Or is it that the present cricket
fervour rife here has a largely
secular bias?

This fervour is undeniably nation-
alistic. Coming myself from a coun-
try of raging nationalists and cricket
fanatics, Australia, | recognise many
similarities to my home in the grow-
ing cricket mania. There is hardly
a single free space these days with-
out an evening tennis ball test in
progress and few radios blaring
anything other than the commentary.

* Rohan Bastin is an Australian
anthropologist
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As in Australia, people always talk

of how “We' are going in the
match of the moment. It is the
plain fact of international sport

where teams and individuals repre-
sent their country that the game
is far more than a game. This
was made abundantly clear when
the Sri Lankan government announced
a national holiday after Sri Lanka’s
Test victory against India.

If the Sri Lankan cricket fervour
does have a secular bias, is its
nationalism a pan-Sri Lankan pheno-
menon that could be the source
of communal harmony in this trou-
bled land? The evidence suggests
otherwise. | shall give three instan-
ces from® my personal experience.

During the Lords Test last year:
| sat one night watching the tele-
vised] highlights in Batticaloa. The
audience was all Tamil and, although
all Sri Lankans and great fans of
cricket, they slowly drifted away
saying things like, «That’s not my
country playing, I'm better off bar-
racking for England. ¢For them,
the team, even with one Tamil
member, was the Sinhalese cricket
team and they found no identifica-
tion with it.

On the night of the Sri Lankan
Test victory against India, | was
visited by some Sinhalese slightly
the worse for celebratory arrack
who argued that Sri Lanka had
won the match because there were
no Tamils in the side. It was a
Sinhalese victory against the people
of the “big country’’. And another
friend recounted hearing a policeman
on duty at the same match repri-
mending two rowdy Sinhalese mem-
bers of the crowd saying it was
a disgrace that they had even
come to watch these ¢bloody
Tamils”; that being how he descri-
bed the whole Indian team.

And finally, throughout the entire
tour by the Sri Lankans of Pakistan,
my Muslim neighbours have been
openly, and now gleefully, suppor-

ting Pakistan. One friend told me
that her Muslim friends are glibly
suggesting that the government
calls for a national extra working

day- in recognition of Sri Lanka's
defeats,

The ethnic cleavages are thus
being expressed in international
terms and it is abundantly clear

that the Sri Lankan cricket team
represents the Sinhalese of Sri
Lanka and no-one else.

Many social critics of Sri Lanka
have argued the close relationship
between contemporary Sinhalese
Buddhism and Sinhalese nationalism,
from anthropologists to political
scientists and historians. And many
Sinhalese Christians have divorced
themselves from responsibility for
events like the communal violence
of luly ’83 saying that it was the

Buddhists and not the Sinhalese
per se. Yet in the context of
cricket, the first sport in which

Sri Lanka has gained international
recognition, Christians and even
the Sinhalese most radically opposed
to nationalism in any shape or form
have become clearly patriotic. The
Sinhalese nationalism in this cricket
fervour points to the need to re-
assess ideas about the role of
Buddhism, indeed the role of reli-
gion, in its total construction. And
perhaps more importantly, the need
for the self-professed radical intel-
legentsia to be more self-critical
and socially aware. The exception
is that many women, paradoxically
alienated from the fervour through
sexual inequality, are more aware
of its serious implications. It isa
paradox because their disadvantaged
position is to their advantage in
this instance.

Nationalism and communalism are
deep seated facts of Sri Lankan
life which transcend particular social
and religions milieux. They have
emerged in this present cricket
fervour as it relates to the current
political situation. It it endemic
to international sport because this



is the situation for the construction
of powerful national.symbols and
metaphors of international political
conflict. Nazi Germany did it in
1936, and in the last two Olym-
piads we have seen it again. Sport
is touted as fosteriug unity but
this does not necessarily mean
harmony.

Some apply psychologisms such
as the way sport as a metaphor
for international relations (and for
Sri Lanka, of ethnic relations) be-
comes a harmless substitute «for
the potentially more serious ex-
pressions of those relations. That
is, it relieves tensions in an orderly

process where there are certain
rules like not being allowed to
murder the opposition. And so

the victory against India tempor-
arily staved off the sorts of con-
tradictions that produced the
riots of July '83 and the govern-
ment needed to only call for a
public holiday.

However, does this substitution
really exist? The metaphoric rela-
tion certainly does, but to see
this as simply a way of reducing
the level of symbolic action to
something harmless (and all vio-
lence is symbolic because it com-
presses several layers of meaning
into a single act), is to forget
that metaphor is the context for
the construction of new meanings,
the construction of symbolic action,
the construction of situations where
violence can be imminant and not
their negation.

At a fundamental level, the
cricketer automatically loses his
individuality once he becomes a
national representative. This has
been clearly demonstrated in the
present ‘‘rebel” cricket tour of
South Africa by Australians who
have represented their country in
the past. They have a legetimate
claim to say ‘that they have not
thereby sold their souls to Aus-
tralian  cricket and are free to
do as they please. I, and the
majority of Australians in a recent
poll, cannot deny them this freedom.
But only they and their bank
managers really acknowledge their
individuality; White South Africa
certainly does not. The whole
design of these rebel tours is to
draw international figures into
implicit subbort for South Africa’s
insidious social and political system.

Comparatively, both Tamil mem-
bers of the Indijan team, Srikanth
and Sivaramakrishnan, were urged
not to tour Sri Lanka in protest
against the government’s handling
of the ethnic problem. It was as
Indians and not as Tamils that
they came; yet Srikanth in parti-
cular had to endure extremely
bitter comments from the com-
munalist Sinhalese crowds.

So, perhaps we should consider
moratoriums on inter-NATIONAL
sport because sportspeople become
more than individuals good at
sport, but true bodies politic.
And we should cease from making
situations where the real problems
are not addressed and indeed many
of them simply helped along.

When |1 little. . .
(Continued from page 15)

spin bowler, with particular relish,
as he is a Tamil. Although old
myths about ancestry are being
exploded by Sri Lankan scholars,
the Sinhalese trace their ancestry

to the Aryan north as opposed
to the Tamils, whose roots are
in the Dravidan south of the

same Subcontinent.

Preoccupied with the challenges
of their forthcoming tour of
Australia, the Indians may have
come ill-prepared as a team, and
perhaps  psychologically too, to
meet the Lilliputian Lankans. In
international cricket, the islanders
have won the hearts of crowds
in Australia and England by their
gay entertaining approach to the
game. But they have remained
talented, flashy masters of the
limited over match, not ready for
the gruelling tasks of test matches.

Things may  have changed,
however. “Sri Lanka cricket has
come of age. We have matured
at last,” said the former Cambridge
captain, Gamini Goonesena, a much
admired Sri Lankan expatriate in
Australia. Victory over India may
have given the islanders — dwarfed
by the giant neighbour and haunted
by a history of other battles won

and lost — much more than a
glorious page for their sporting
annals, Perhaps the therapy of

beating the world champions will
help Sri Lanka reconcile reality
and dream in the politics of Indo

-Sri Lankan relations.
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THE ENGLISH DEPT — (2)

QadriIsmail replies to his critics

atrick Jayasuriya has not only

missed the whole point of my
article but also doesn't seem to
have read his God, Leavis.

Let us, to begin with, acquaint
him with a key passage from
Leavis’ English Literature in our
time and the University. Leavis
believed that the University should
be at the centre of the fight to
prevent the ‘‘technologico-Bentha-
misation'’ of Britain by America,
and that the English school should
be at the centre of the University
“lt is not with the advocacy of
a university English school that
should send out into the world
a number of discriminating critics
and a greater number of cultivated
readers....It is with restoring to
this country an educated public
than shall be intelligent, conscious
of its responsibility, qualified for
it and influential — such a public
as might affect decisively the
intellectual and spiritual climate
in which statesmen and politicians
form their ideas, calculate, plan
and perform. It conceives the
university not merely as a place
of learning, research and instru-
ction, but as itself a nucleus of
the greater public, the spiritual
community the country needs as
its mind and conscience.” Now
this may not be as crude as
Richard’s formulation (“‘Poetry is a
perfectly capable means of saving
us from chaos’) but is not far from it,
and ampray is a load of elitism; and
though it should be rejected merely
on that score, one must neverthe-
less make the point that it is
elitism in the grand liberal style-
elitism, if you like, gone right.
What is wrong with it, is that
the theory never quite matches
the practise. Leavis failed in his
grand task.

But at least he had a grand
vision; which was why | said that
local students of Ludowyk only
got a watered down version. Leavis
was passionately concerned that
the proper study of Literature
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would save the British way of
life, British civilisation, from (Am-
erican) corruption. That was his
whole reason for existence. But
Ludowyk had no such vision. Perhaps
Ludowyk was being more realisti
about what literature could do;
but it makes his theory a watered
down version of Leavis never-
theless.

From there it was not until the
global advent of ‘Commonwealth
literature’ that Ashley Halpe real-
ised that Leavis should be moder-
nised. That English Literature
would necessarily mean something
different to Sri Lankan students
without a colonial mentality. So
we had that statement in Nava-
silu about redefining the signifi-
cance of English; which is bascially
Lankanising Leavis.  This could
have given the study of Eng Lit
some relevnce. Except that it
never got done. Only the elitism
the justification for the existence
of an other in under department
remained.

Under these circumstances, when
Halpe has clearly stated where
his responsibilities lay — and never
delivered the goods — | wonder
how on earth Jayasuriya could hope
to make a credible defense of
Peradeniya. He speaks of Halpe’s
“impeccable scholarship”. Now
there were many things | did
not learn in Peradeniya, and one
of them could be that professor
Halps had actually written some-
thing. As far as | am aware, he
has no body of scholarship to his
credit Conly the old article or
two, let alone an impeccable one.
To be kind by Halpe, we could
forgive him if he was so busy
redefining the significance of English
Literature in the classroom that
he could not find the time to
write. But, if anything, he over-
emphasised its British nature — and
thus cemented the nascent elitism
in his students. Jayasuriya is wrong
when he tries to defend the
overwhelming bias towards English

Lietrature on the syllabus on the
grounds that “Commonwealth’ and
Lankan writing are of poor quality.
Since even on Halpe's own admis-
sion the purpose of studying
Literature is to find relevance, a
tricontinentally biassed syllabus is
surely the obvious thing to study.
If such writing is «bad", then the
student would be exercising his|
her critical faculties all the more
instead of accepting someone else’s
judgemente, in working things out
for him/her/self and would, there-
fore, learn in the process much
more about both writing and his/
her country. Especially about the
connection between society and
literary forms. But this of course,
may lead him/her to lose respect
for the ‘wundisputed greatness’ of
Eng Lit.

| have used writing, rather than
the grandoise term Literature, in
the past few sentences because |
find, with many other contempor-
ary scholars, that this Literature
cannot be defined. Now this poses
no problems to Jayasuriya, who is
evidently not bothered about clarity
which is why he accuses me of
wanting to study Literature as
sociology or intellectual history.
No, all | want to know is, what
is Literature? (Or, even, literature?)
Once we know what it is, then
we can study it as an activity with

its own methods. That is the
scholarly approach to any endea-
vour, no?

This was what Rene wellek and
Austin Warren, the well known
(though perhaps not to Jayasuriya)
theorists of Literature, had to say
at the end of the opening chapter
of their equally well-known work
Theory of Literature: “All these
distinctions between literature and
non-literature. . . organisation, per-
sonal expression, realization and
exploitation of the medium, lack
of practical purpose, and of course
fictionality...describes one aspect
of the literary work ... None is itself
satisfactory. At least one result
should emerge: a literary work of



art is not a simple object but
rather a highly complex organisa-
tion of a stratified character with
multiple meanings and relation-
ships.”” | agree with the final
sentence: except that it could also
be used to describe a better work
of economics, history, philosophy
political science, or, of course,
natural science. It is simply that
the authors, having the same
passionate belief in Literature that
Leavis and his ilk had (something
akin to a religion), could not make
the logical conclusion from their
own discoveries.

To look at the criterion one
by one: all better
are tightly organised and well
realized; all philosophy is personal
expression; anyone who has read
Aristophanes’ The Frogs, to men-
tion just one example from that
era, cannot say it was not meant
to have a practical purpose ; and as
for fictionality — how come Bacon's
essays are regarded as Literature
not to mention Donne’s sermons
though in the case of the latter
one never knows!) so, then, what
is Literature?

It was sfter being unable to
define it too that Barthes said
‘‘Literature is what gets taught’’,
Since it is always necessary to
have open minds, | think it is high
time we discarded all this junk
about Literature and studied all
forms of discourse in their socio-
economic  setting. For those
interested, we would also then be
true to the spirit of Leavis: in
both trying to understand a civi-
lisation through its discourse and
in wanting to change it for the
better. If the dept cannot do this
then we must change the dept.
And if that cannot be done from
inside then we must do so from
the outside.

Ethnic Crisis . . .
(Continued from page 13)

may be crucial here. If they think
the militants are being unreasonable
in holding out for their demands
and refusing to compromise, Tamil
sentiment could swing back to

them as the true leaders of the
majority of Jaffna Tamils. Without
the active support of the Tamil
population in the North, it would
be very difficult for the militants
to continue the armed struggle,

From the perspective of the
moderate Tamil this is an opportu-
nity not to be missed. For the
first time, because of Rajiv's inter-
vention, J. R. is prepared to devolve
significant degrees of local autono-
my to regional units. J. R, cannot,
and probably will not, accept the
Northern and Eastern provinces
being treated as one unit, but he
is on record as being willing to
accept devolution up to the provin-
cial level. Rajiv will clearly put
pressure on J. R. to enforce whate-
ver agreement is reached, which
no Tamil politician until now has
been able to do. To be certain,
the military struggle -— including
Anuradhapura — may have been
responsible, in large degree, for
having brought the Sinhalese to this
position of willingness to compro-
mise, but to not capitalize on it
now would be suicidal. The military
struggle may have de facto depri-
ved the government of political
control of the North, but no
unified Tamil authority ever repla-
ced it. The boys (with their guns)
may have been running things in
very large areas of the North, de
facto, but that is no substitute
for legitimate government, without
guns. Most Northern Tamils clearly
want peace. Most will settle for
“‘Provincial autonomy" since they
feel that without Indian support
they cannot have <«Eelam'”. For
the militants this is an opportunity
to take credit for having brought
a large measure of real autonomy
and Tamil rights. It is also an
opportunity to use Rajiv Gandhi to
pressure the Sinhalese to grant
the Sri Lankan Tamils significant
amounts of autonomy — short of
Eelam, to be sure, but more than
the Sinhalese ever offered before.
If they miss the opportunity, the
population could very well turn
against them.

For some of the more militant
boys, who vowed to fight until
Eelam or death, this may be per-
ceived as a ‘sell out,” but, just
as Mrs. Bandaranaike and J. R.
Jayewardene together can get the

Sinhalese to go along with a peaceful

settlement, so too, if the five
major militant leaders united in
accepting this as the best deal

they can get, they can bring the
rest of the militants along with
them. My perception is that PLOT
and TULF would accept reasonable
terms. [f the other four militant
groups (now united in tha Eelam
National Liberation Front) do not
accept, it is likely that large
portions of Tamil popular opinion
will swing toward PLOT and TULF.
That is a risk the ENLF groups
may not want to take,

(To be continued)

Letters ...
(Continued from page 1)

of it could have been adequately
conveyed in other terms.

Furthermore, he indulges in a
generalisation that we Lankans
have an obscene habit of avoiding
the point if given half chance to
do so, but the basis of this bull
is not stated. | am neither the
product of Mr Ismail's PRUDE
nor a prude, but is this the
order of things in a dialogue or
discussion?

Perhaps there is a simple or
even an abstruse explanation for
all this.

B. Mahinda
Colombo.

The Summit. ..

(Continued from page 14)

any breakthrough on arms control.
it fulfilled one of the main pre-
conditions for improved relations
by acknowledging the Soviet Union's
political equality with the US as
a superpower’'.

For the rest of the world, the
atmospherics were good enough
since there was a matching US-USSR
agreement that *a nuclear war
cannot be won and must never be
fought''.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dr. Carlo Fonseka’s
Choplogic

ALTHOUGH Dr. Fonseka says
he does not aspire to sharing
the same register of discourse
with people like me, it was he
who started this debate. He has
even considered it worth his time
and effort to collect my bio-data.
Did he hire a private eye or
did he pound the pavement him-
self? He thinks it almost insane
of me to imagine that he would
not have gone to all this trouble.

| admit to have been seriously
in error. | should have seen that
he needed this material because

his idea of adult debate is innuendo
and the personal remark. Had |
just signed my first letter with
an X Dr. Fonseka would have
been left without an argument
to offer! If Albert said «Gravity
is curved space-time” and Gilbert
retorted “Albert is the son of a

lady dog’ Albert’s public image
might suffer but not his propo-
sition. Dr. Fonseka, unable to

make the distinction, would think
Gilbert had conclusively demolished
Albert's thesis.

Dr. Fonseka wishes to leave
style *“on one side” but | really
think he should pay some atten-
tion to it: ‘*he rushed into print”,
“| rubbed my eyes in disbelief”
etc. | ask you!

He claims it is a ‘knee-jerk
reaction'’ to assume that a Marxist
stands for a one-party system.
| can only say | am bemused.

Like a certain type of nagging
~ wife who drags in past grievances
into every argument, Dr. Fonseka
talks of Costain de Vos. He
turns abusive. One can understand
Dr. Fonseka’s feelings, for his
memories of his clashes with de
Vos cannot be among his pleasan-
test. However all this is irre-
levant to the present agenda.
In the U.S. A. the most sedulous
practioners of the colour bar are
the hillbillies. This phenomenon
is called in popular parlance «the
poor white trash syndrome”,
their whiteness being all the
hillbillies have. What Dr. Fonseka
has is a doctorate and he believes
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it of advantage to one who hasn't
one, before he engages in verbal
combat with a genuine doctor, to
at least assume a bogus doctorate.
It seems that his doctorate has
not served Dr. Fonseka any better
than their whiteness has served
the hillbillies. Dons of the world
unite, you have nothing to lose
but your faculties.

As for ‘*‘the prostitute-quoting"”
Ms. Perera | do not know why
she makes a cameo appearance in
this scenario. | have no doubt
she can speak for herself. May |
only say that prostitutes are also
people and Dr. Fonseka should
try not to be prudish about them.

When | suggest that we make
too much of allegations made at
election time and that they should
never be the reason for upsetting
an election Dr. Fonseka unwarran-
tedly (and, as it happens, wrongly)
concludes that | am opposed to
limiting  presidential  immunity.
This is a conclusion that does not
follow from the premise, known
to logicians as a non-sequitur.

Based on this non-sequitur Dr.
Fonseka assails a position | have not
taken. This is iqnoratio elenchi.

He omits to mention that |
have not said one word opposing
the limitation of presidential
immunity. And that is suppressio
veri, misrepresentation by conceal-
ment of facts that ought to be
made known.

He suggests that | am only
“professing"” to hold the view |
expressed. This is suqqestio falsi,
positive misrepresentation not in-
volving a direct lie but going well
beyond concealment of the truth.

This Marxist who believes in a
multi-party state (quelle mer-
veillt ) lays down that presiden-
tial immunity from legal action
is beneficial to my ‘class” (as
identified by him on the basis of
bio-data painstakingly gathered).
This is called the ipse dixit, a
dogmatic statement resting merely
on the speaker’s authority.

This veritable tidal wave of
unremitting choplogic is worth the

careful study of students of
elementary ratiocination.

V. P. Vittachi

Peradeniya’s English Dept

IN the first paragraph of a short
three-paragraph letter Ms D Perera
says categorically that Peradeniya’s
English Department ‘does not need

defér_u:‘!ing from the likes of Mr
Ismail”. In the third paragraph,
however, she blithely concedes

that Mr Ismail may be right in
condemning it (L.G. I5 November).
What kind of scatter-brain is this
woman who cannot remember how
she began an argument by the
time she ends it! Or is that
merely the result of her overpow-
ering desire to imitate Ms Mandy
Rice-Davies — one of her favourite
wits? If so, she has proved her
wit at the expense of her wisdom,
as | will presently demonstrate.

Ms Perera (and kindred spirit
Crito) manifestly rejoice in the
following  spurious syllogism of
their invention: Ismail was nurtured
in and certified as being first
class by, Peradeniya’s English
Department. But Ismail says that

the Department is rotten. Ergo,
Ismail also must be rotten.
They may just as well argue

that because the lotus is born in
mud and derives its sustenance
from mud, the lotus is mud!

Ms Perera and Crito are really
on a par with the pseudonymous,
sorry anonymous, nut who, from
the premises that God is Love
and Love is blind, inferred that
God must be blind!

Mr Editor, enough is enough. |
have better things to do than to
argue with these uncertified nuts.

Carlo Fonseka

Hawks and Kitty Hawks

THE recent visit of the US
aircraft—carrier “KITTY HAWK"
and its escort vessels gives cause
for concern. While there can be
no objection to courtesy calls by
flotillas of friendly countries, the
official policy of Sri Lanka is not
to permit visits by ships carrying
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wKITTY HAWKY
nuclear weapons?

This is a question that no one,
other than the Pentagon and the

KGB, can definitely answer, yes
or no. Yet we have been asked
to believe that this is what the
Sri Lanka Navy has done.

The official explanation in this

connection lacks credibility. |t
was stated that when permission
is sought for foreign naval vessels
to visit Sri Lanka, the procedure
is to refer the request to <he
SLN to verify whether the visiting
ships are carrying nuclear weapons.
The SLN, according to the official
version, then reads up relevant
publications and seeks assurances
that the vessels are not armed
with nuclear weapons. On this
basis, the SLN was said to have
given the “KITTY HAWK" and

its escort ships a clean bill of
health so to speak and the
government gave clearance for
the visit.

What publications the SLN reads
in these circumstances was not
revealed. As far as is known,
the United States Navy (or the
Soviet Navy for that matter) does
not advertise the nuclear capability
of its ships in any publication.
In regard to the assurances the
SLN was said to have received,
it was not stated who gave them.

However, the United States
Government has made crystal clear
to the whole world its policy
in this matter. In a major
controversy that hit headlines a
few months ago, New Zealand
refused clearance to a US naval
squadron in the absence of prior
assurances that the ships were not
carrying nuclear weapons. The US
State Department, rejected a New
Zealand request for a guarantee
of this nature,

This is a perfectly logical. Such
assurances would advertise to the
entire world, including potential
enemies, that the particular ships
granted clearance had no nuclear
capability. No armed service
worth its salt, anywhere in the
world, would publicise the precise
striking power of jts units.

If the US refused to give such
guarantees to jts ANZUS Pact

partner New Zealand, and
placed the pact
as a result,
believe that
to Sri Lanka.

_What even a civilian abreast
with current affairs knows well is

g in fact
itself in jeopardy
_no one s going to
It would give them

that _aII US and Soviet aircraft
-carriers  and  nuclear-powered
submarines, and a number of

their missile cruisers and destoyers,
are armed with nuclear weapons.

Those who play with fire burn
their fingers. Our policy makers
would do well to bear in mind
this adage.

It is in Sri Lanka’s best interests,
particularly at this sensitive moment
in our history, to maintain the
country’s crediblity as a non-aligned
nation. The flirtation with Israel
has already cost us dear. Giving
the impression that Sri Lanka is
tilting towards one or the other
power bloc is not going to serve

any practical purpose or the
national interest.

Lionel Jayasinghe
Colombo 2.

Threatening Libya

AT a time when the attention
of the world is focussed on the
Geneva summit between U.S.
President Reagan and Soviet Leader

Mikhail S. Gorbachey, the third
world countries remain passive
observers. Some are pessimistic

about the outcome of these talks.

While the Soviets has put forward
certain very positive approaches,
Reagan’s rhetoric has betrayed
his ““intention”. In fact no political
scientist so far has predicted the
results because Reagan's opportuni-
tistic policy based on U. S.
military superiority coupled with
conspiratorial  designs make it
impossible to predict  results.
Their talks are going to be guided
primarily by what is called the
“national interest” of these two
super-powers. The fate of the
third world non-aligned countries
may be gloomy.

True enough U. S. history has a
few glorious pages but only to
be smudged by the ugly practices
of state terrorism, interferance
with the free and developing
states, and shameless justification

of terrorism practiced by lsrael,
its close ally.

Although much fuss has been
made about what is expected to be
a “historic summit”, President
Reagan’s garb of saintliness has
been stripped by the disclosures
of the “Washington Post” that
Reagan had authorised covert
operations designed to disrupt the
Libyan Jamahiriya and to ‘liquidate’
its leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi.

What can one talk with a person
who has no respect for the
sovereignity of states and who
plans conspiracies against developing
countries. As the Libyan Leader
himself puts it “What has America
got to do in other parts of the
world? Why should America interfere
with the affairs of developing
countries? How can America justify
the development of its armed
bases outside America and Western
Europe?” He boldly states that
“We did not go to Western
Europe and America nor did we
cross the Atlantic ocean, all we
want is to be free in our land”.
It must be made clear that it is
and it was America that stepped
into the territory of other states.
Neither the U.S. nor any western
country has any specific charge to
make against Libya, But Reagan’s
attempts against the Libyan people
and its government clearly sets
out the deliberate policy of the
U. S. administration against inde-
pendent states.

M. T. M. Aluharuddeen
Secretary General
Federation of Assemblies of
Muslim Youth of Sri Lanka

Non-Professional Opinion

CATS EYE should take a good
look at the Lanka Guardian itself.
In a letter to LG published in
the issue of Nov. |, 1985. Dr.
Carlo  Fonseka makes several
references to Ms. Mandy Rice-
Davies, who has been quoted by
Ms. D. Perera against him. Towards
the end of his letter, it transpires
that the said Mandy is, according
to the erudite Dr. Fonseka, a
‘well-known prostitute’. And if
she is, may we ask, what is
it about her profession that

makes her opinion the less
worthwhile?

Leela
Piliyandala.
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Few other countries can cl
that capital invested over -
15 centuries ago in extensive
irrigation programmes is

still contributing to their life.

. and Sri Lanka is linking modern technology
to these age old assets through the Mahaweli
Diversion Complex which will assuredly lift us
into a better life.

ciCc channels a wide range of expertise into Sri

Lanka’s agriculture and industry. From Paddy
Field to Factory Floor from Plantation to
Cottage Weaver.

Modern expertise means
improved




WOMANFILMS

Sunila Abeysekera

t the NGO Forum held in

Nairobi, Kenya, in July 1985
to mark the end of UN Decade
for Women, two audio-visual pre-
sentations of women in Sri Lanka
and their lives were screened,

One was 2 30 minute film digec-
ted by Einul Lall on behalf of the
International Centre for Ethnic
Studies in Colombo, a group which
played a leading role in the sessions
on Women, Law and Development
at the Forum.

Entitled ‘illegitimate', it dealt
with the cases of four Sri Lankan
women from different ethnic and
social backgrounds who all have
children legally identified as ‘illegi-
mate'. But what the film was
aiming at was not sociological
‘case-study’ of these four women:
rather, as its sub-title pointed
out, it set out to be a study of
attitudes fostered by tradition and
the law towards women.

The film was shot in straightfor-
ward interview form. The four
women appeared first, in silhouette,
one following the other, each
telling us her story. A was a
Muslim women who had been to
the middle East as a domestic
worker. While there, she became
pregnant and her case achieved
notorierty when she was condemned
to death by stoning on charges of
adultery. Her sentence was later
remitted due to intervention on
the part of many interested groups,
including the Sri Lankan government,
After the birth of her child, who
was then promptly taken away
from her, A. was sent back to
Sri Lanka and to the 2 daughters
she had gone abroad to support.
- Was a young Sinhala girl who
could not marry the father of her
children because both of them were
under-age when they first began
to live together. She naively de-
cided that a formal wedding photo-
8raph’ would serve as an official
intimation of marriage. Today, she
is abandoned, with two children,
Unable to claim maintenance because

of the inability to cope with by-
reaucratic and legalistic entangle-
ments that arise when one does
not possess a piece of paper to
Say you are so-and-so’ [lawful wife.

was a Tamil women who has
been awarded maintenance byt does
not, in actual fact, receive it
(2 paltry amount) regularly. And
D. was young women of mixed
parentage, the strongest personality
of the four perhaps, who has a
son born out of wedlock in a
conscious gesture of defiance against
the bourgeois state and its hypocrit
tical morality.

Their stories were simply told.
What followed were a series of
interviews with  lawyers — both
male and female — and other [ea-
ding personalities about these
4 women and about the challenge
they pose to this society, as
women who have dared to go
against the norm. And the res-
ponses were truly incredible; the
self-righteousness was uproariously
funny sometimes; yet, in the final
analysis, the film did not so much
evoke a humourous response from
us as lead us to contemplate the
absurdity of platitudes such as the
‘sanctity of the family’ in the
face of the reality so forcefully
expressed by these four women.

After hearing four women des-
cribe how the men who fathered
their children have walked away
from their responsibilities, leaving
the women to struggle alone in
order to eke out a survival for
themselves and their children, it
seems difficult, to say the least,
to enter a world where the male
is seen as the mainstay of the
famlly while the female is his
adjunct and then take that point
of view seriously.

In the film one hears various
men pontificate on the cases of
these 4 women. One says, in a
quite matter-of-fact way, ‘Hus-
bands are polygamous by nature —
but women must be chaste’. An-
other sees something really wrong

in her conduct’ as having led the
Mman to abandon her, while ‘these
loose affairs’ are viewed as excep-
tions — and the fervent hope
expressed that they remain so!

But what the film reveals through
these comments is the underlying
fear of what such women really
stand for — and that is, a threat
to the established order, a chal-
lenge to the accepted morality,

Wwhich is two-faced, hypocritical

and without a heart. In fact, one
person voices this fear very ex-
plicitly — ‘once you nip at the
root, the whole edifice will crumble.

When confronted with the ima-
ges of women who have broken
the moral ‘code’, the majority of
respondents resorted to glorifica-
tion of the family and socio-
religious norms of conduct. Over
and over again came the assertion
that men and women in our
society are equal, that one has
an option whether to break its
rules or not and that if one opts
to break the rules (its like be-
longing to a club, said one!) one
faces the risks of ostracisation and
possible ‘expulsion’ and then, ‘it’s
just too bad'. This was accompa-
nied by facile assumptions — such
as, ‘If you can’t be good, be
careful !

The film also explored the diffe-
rences in attitude regarding the
question of illegitimate children
and man/woman relationships bet-
ween different social strata. While
it was those who definitely be-
longed to a higher social strata
who defended the sanctity of the
formal matrimonial bond, those
who lived in urban working-class
areas and faced all the harsh
realities of life in our society
were quite open about the con-
flicts and constraints of male/female
relationships; the legal marriage
bond was not as important as
the sharing of life and responsi-
blity, and the welfare of children
came far above property conside-
rations or superficial semblances
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of togetherness. So the so-called
dominant morality wasialso shown
as operating within the confines

of certain social groups and in
fact having nothing much to do
with real life as it is lived by

the vast majority of people in
our country.

When once again at® the end
of the film one hearsj the four
women assert their determination
to bring up their children alone,
‘no matter what’, then the real
point of the film strikes home.
it is a contrast between myth
and reality. We hear people speak
of things the way they are sup-
posed to be — assuming a society
where men are breadwinners and
fulfill their obligations as heads-
of-households, a society where
every person is entitled to an
inheritance and therefore must be
able to prove who his or her
father is, a society where bour-
geois morality prevails as the
norm. And we see women’— the
so-called weaker sex, they who
are known to be irrational, irres-
ponsible, emotional — burdened by
the condemnation of a society
which allows a man to sow his
seed and walk away scot-free yet
stand undeterred in the face of
poverty, deprivation and want to

say ‘| will {ensure my children’s
survival even if | have to beg
for it’.

As lawyer-academic Savitri Goone-
sekera says at one point in the
film, *How can the state decide
which is a legal family and which
is a non-legal one’. What criteria
should prevail in making such a
decision! Property considerations
and the need to preserve the
status quo or a need to build
social units where affection and
caring relationships form the core
of society. When all around one
hears politicos and top-ranking
members of society telling us that
children are a nation’s wealth, a
film like ‘lllegitimate’ points out
the irony of a law that continues
to draw such a deep distinction
between children born in wedlock
and those born out of it.

The second film on Sri Lanka
was ‘The Wrong End of the Rope’
made by a Dutch woman, Carla
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Rissieuw, with the collaboratior
of a Sri Lankan Amara Amera-
singhe. Carla is a Dutch sociolo-

gist who first came to Sri Lanka
in 1977 in order to do research
on women; she became intimately
involved with the lives and strug-
gles of the women she studied
and has since then maintained a
steady commitment to these peo-
ple — women workers in the coir
industry on Sri Lanka’s south coast.
That she had won the confidence
and effection of these people comes
through very clearly in the film.

‘The Wrong End of the Rope’
tells of the daily life of women
in a small, impoverished village
in southern Sri Lanka, their work
and their struggle for survival; it
follows them through the process
in which they become aware of
the ways in which their [abour
is exploited, to their meeting with
a group of organised coir workers
in a village nearby and to their
own efforts to organise themselves.
The women reveal themselves to
us, talking not only about their
work but about their men, their
homes, what they feel about love
and attitudes towards women in
their society, about life in gene-
ral. Even though we are aware of
the presence of the camera, we
do not feel it as an intrusion or
an imposition because the women
are always fully relaxed and at
ease,

Talking about their men and
the male's inability to cope with
responsibility, the women laugh
out aloud; there is no bitterness
or rancour, it's just the way life
is. VWomen must shoulder the
responsibilities of nurturing a family
and in spite of all the drudgery,
they survive — smiling.

On one level the film talks
about the need for women to
organise themselves, at least to
obtain fair prices for their pro-
duce in the initial stages, and to
assert their role as breadwinners,
a role which is so often negated
and downgraded by planners and
theoreticians. This the film does
in a straightforward way. But,
more important is the level at
which the film presents us with

lasting images of women in tradi-
tion-bound  rural Sri Lanka as
being strong-willed, forthright per-
sons with a good sense of humour
and a clear perception of the
duality and contradictions of their
existence — with the expectations
of ‘good wife, dutiful mother’
dinned into them by school, tem-
ple and home, conflicting with the
realities of survival in an environ-
ment of poverty in which men
just cannot — and do not — shoulder

the burdens as the
S y are supposed

It is significant that these two
films happen to be made at a
time when there is growing inte-
rest in the development of alter-
natives in communication media
for oppressed and underprivileged
groups that have been hitherto
ignored or mystified by the main-
stream media. The increase in
numbers of women making films
for women was clearly borne out
by the literally thousands of films
presented at the Women’s Film
Forum in Nairobi. It augurs well
for the women’s movement in
Sri Lanka that there are stirrings

in this sphere at the levels of
consciousness expressed by both
the films described above. One

can eagerly look forward to the
day when Sri Lanka women mas-
ter all the techniques of film-
making and produce films that lay
bare their deepest experiences in
a truly radical cinematic form.

It the meanwhile, both these
films mark a turning point in the
development of the women’s move-
ment in this country. They are
films which can be — and should
be — shown to women all over
the island. The diversity of the
experiences in the two are over-
shadowed by the commonalty of
oppression; and to hear women
from the working class in both
the city and the village articulate
their lived experiences will per-
haps give many who spout femi-
nist platitudes from comfortable
urban residences a rude jolt —
hopefully a jolt that brings them
down to earth with the realisation
that the average woman of Sri
Lanka is, perhaps (albeit uncons-
ciously) more of a feminist than
they could ever hope to be.



Our business

goes beyond tobacco.

Far well over five decades we have been invelved in the tobacco industry in
Sri Lanka, We are pioneers in tobacco growing. promoting self-
employrnent and generating income for the rural farmer. We contribute

to government revenue and earn foreign exchange for the country.

Utilising our expertise, we have ventured into other fields, Horticulture and
alternute fuels are just two of them.

We have established a tissue culture laboratory, mainly for the development
of new varieties of orchids, We also produce tissue cultured
strawberry and house plants for export.

In ourssearch for alternate fuels, we have perfected the manufacture of
briquettes out of waste coir dust. These briquettes offer a solid fuel
altennative to fuel oil and to firewood.,

We also offer consultancy services in energy consetvation.

Qi)
Ceylon Tobacco Company Limited

A member of the B-A'T Group.
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Thomas Cook -
makes it even more

convenient for you

with their
new

branch office at
Bambalapitiya.

Call us for:

Travel (Air/Sea)
Tours

Travellers Cheques

Purchasing/Encashment

Drafts

Encashments

Thomas Cook

The trusted name in travel.Everywhere,

GARADS

245, Galle Road, Colombo 4.Tel. 580141,580275
(Opp- Holy Family Convent)

Head Office: 15, Sir Baron Jayatilleke Mawatha,
TEL. 545971-4 COLOMBO |.
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