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Briefly...

Malay identity

At the 70th annual general
meeting of the Sri Lanka Malay
Association leaders of the com-
munity expressed their satisfa-
ction that the Malays of Sri Lanka
had not been lumped together with
the Moors under the nomenclature
Yonaka'. That will continue to
apply to Moaors anly. The Malays,
the Borahs, the Memons aetc will
be registered separately.

The Malays and the Moors
are both of the Islamic faith. Tha
Malays have long beeniritated by
the tendency among the ignorant
to confuse religion with ethnicity.
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The quality of
literacy

A high lileracy rate s not
necessarily indicative of a high
quality of education, Higher
Education  Minister  A.C.S.
Hameed told a gathering at the
opening of a school hall in his
electorate. The education system
had failed to meet ihe needs of the
country, the minister said,
according fo a repor in the
govemment-controfisd Daily
News. '

Food for Jaffna

The food situation in Jafina
had improved, Efforls were now
being made fo build a buffer stock,
Rehabilitation Ministry Secretary
Christie Silva said. In February
11,400 tons of food had been sent
o the GA Jaffna, 9856 ions in
March and 6,912 tons up to April
20.

There were talks in progress
to get the LTTE to unload the food
at KKS, the Secretary said.

Not yet

The SLFF had not appointed
a “Chief Minister candidate” for
the Western Province, Mr Anura
Bandaranaike said in parfiament
when Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe referred to Mrs
Chandrika  Kumaratunga as
"Chief Minister candidate",

That will be decided after the
elections, Mr Bandaranaike said,

Police harassment

The DUNF leadership has
complained fo the IGP and the
Elections Commissioner  of
continued police harassment of its
candidates contesting the May 17,
FProvincial Council elections, The
complaints came affer the palice
took in 30 persons, including North
Westem Province DUNF leader G.
M. Premachandra, for questioning
on the night of April 27.

DUNF leaders said they would
inform the intemational observers
present in the counlry of this
continuing harassment.
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News Background

ASSASINATIONS: THE FISSURES WIDEN

Mervyn de Silva

n Friday 23, the DUNF President
Oand former National Security Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali became yet another
victim of the violence that has lately gri-
pped ‘the dhammadespa’, the tropical
paradise, It is sad to see a politician of
such immense potential, become a mere
casualty of what is now a commonplace
of Sri Lanka fife. As President JAJ's Matio-
nal Security Minister he had been intima-
tely involved in what was soon to be a
frighteningly remorseless process — the
palitics of the gun. Just four years earlier
he had nearly succumbed to his wounds
after the daring JVP bomb attackin Parlia-
ment.

Some admirers and well-wishers
may see yet another irony. The former
Oxford Union President and accompli-
shed debater had rarely concealed his
admiration for 5.W.R.D. Bandaranaike,
also an oratorical “star” in that famed
debating society. The parallel didn't end
there. Quite consciously he strove to pro-
jectthe image of the "new” SWRD, dissa-
tisfied by the party leadership and its

pelitical style. Thaugh S.W.R.D. too fall ta
an assasin's bullets, the analogy cannot
be seriously sustained.

First, Lalith and his group, tried to
overthrow the leadership in what he hi-
mself admitted was a konspiratzia albeit
constitutional. Second, SW.R.D., increa-
singly critical of Sr Kotha's conservative
program, decided that he must presentthe
electorate with a new program and a
different personality. He was as much
against Senanavakist conservatism as
with the “father-son, uncle-nephew” feu-
dalist practice. Lalith's chief grievance
was capsuled in his own pet phrase
“One-Man-Show". Whereas President
J.R., the Patriarch, did exploit the clear
generalional gap between him and the
rest of the ministers, Lalith resented what
he regarded as an over-concentration of
authority sustained by a supperstar slyle
— the use of the media was another of
his constant complaint. In short, he would
have been quite satisfied if chosen prime
minister or given a portfolio which permi-
tted him to consolidate and broaden
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his mass base, Higher education was far
from helpiul in the pursuit of a wider
electoral appeal. He had to break out of
his rather constricted mass base (metro-
politan) and alter his personal image (Ro-
yal College, Oxford, Hulftsdorp lawyer). In
this regard, he had sensed that even his
fellow dissident, Mr. Gamini Dissanayake
from Kandy'—Nuwara Eliya, had a distingt
advantage.

WIDER MEANING

Bul the assasination of Lalith Athula-
thmudali, a formidable persona by any
standard, has far wider significance.

Firsl, the cult of violence or “gun
culture" as some commentators like to
describe it. It was not quite Lalith’s genera-
tion and certainly not his class that lau-
nched the JVP insurrection in 1971,
Though extravagantly styled “Guerva-
rist”, the JVP revolt had more than a touch
of comic opera. And yet, in the light of the
current crisis (and let's bear in mind that
this event is just another episode in a
deep-ranging national crisis) the JVP upri-
singwasan "earlywarming”, a phrase now
comforlably accommodated in the increa-
singly respectable “conflict-studies —
conflict-resolution” discoursa,

The Sinhala generational revolt was
followed in the next decade by the Tamil
youthrevolt The self-same frustration and
anger over jobs, over oppartunity for
upward mability, led however to a different
discovery — racial discrimination and
deprivation rather than class opprassian,
The banner of revolt was ethnic, all the
easier 10 raise, and mobilise popular su-
pport given the proximity of Tamilnadu,
with a population so much larger than Sri
Lanka.

Inthe unlikely post of Mational Securi-
ty Minister, the Oxford debater became
militarist, convinced that he could defeat
the “Tigers" in the field of battle, if only
he was given the troops, the weapons and
the full support of the govermment, and
nopefully the Opposition and the Sinhala
madasses.

At least at the start, National Security
Minister Lalith Athulathmudall did not



understand, or understand fully, the natu-
re of the war. This | realised only after
several interviews, on and off-the-record,
andfrank exchanges. (Ariculate, perhaps
too talkative for a Defence minister, he
loved to discuss and debate and rarely
shrank from an argument). |f he had all
the men he needad and all the maoney for
the eguipment required, he was cerain,
he could defeat the LTTE or force it to the
negotiating table. All he asked was maoneay
— a bigger budget. On that he clashed
with another prominant Cabinel persona-
lity, Finance Minister Ronnie de Mal, the
IMF's man. While Ronnie de Mel used the
IMF-World Bank argument for a modest
defence vote, Lalith would often suspect
that there was personal motivation too.

INDIAM FACTOR

Lalith didn't fully grasp that evenif he
had all the money, men and materal, he
would NOT be allowed to crush the LTTE
and the armed Tamil movement by Delhi.
The armed struggle and the cadres, trai-
ned and armad by India, constituted De-
Ini‘s principal instrument of coercive diplo-
macy conducted to protect and advance
what the new rajperceived as its strategic
interests, as the regional powar in a bipa-
lar world; a nation with its own sense of
destiny, shaped mostly by history.

The parppu-medical supplies
air-drop by the |AF after Lalith's WVadamaa-
rachi operation was Delhi's soft option.
Fresident JR read the message loud and
clear, 1o the great disappointment of his
Mational Security Minister. But Finance
Minister De Mel, and more s0 Lands
Minister Gamini Dissanayake, had alrea-
dy persuaded JR, who may not have
neaded much persuasion, that India must
be permmitted to play “conflict-resolvar”
and “peace-keeper”’ in keeping with ils
regional pre-eminence and its political
stakes in Tamilnadu.

At that moment in history Prime Mini-
ster Premadasa, who knew nothing orlittle
of all this, and Lalith were an one side;
Honnie de Mel and Gamini ware on the
other, with the brilliantly resourceful High
Commissioner Dixit, playing a vital role,

Mobilising Sinhala-Buddhist opinian
by exploiting to the full the provocative
presence of the IPKF, the army of the huge
neighbour, the historic enemy, the JVP
launched its second insurraction — La-
lith's first close encounter with Deatn.

An aborive impeachmeant move
against the leader of the United Nalional
Party gave birth to the Democratic United
Mational Front, led by Lalith and Gamini.

“United” and “MNational" are common to
the parent party and its rebeliious
offspring.

The truth is that the past two-three
decades and the tragic mismanagement
of the “Mational question” i.e, the Tamil
issue, mocks the self-acclaimed "unity” of
the UNP and Sri Lanka,. Seli-desiructive
violence, grievous disunion and party divi-
sion are the main characlerstics of the
country named Sri Lanka. The condition
of the Bandaranaike dominated SLFP
dramatises the fact of fissure even more
strikingly.

Opposition calls for
emergency meeting
of parliament

SLFP lzader Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
naika, MEP leader Dinesh Gunawardeane
and USA MP Athauda Seneviratne have
sent a joint memorandum to Prime Mini-
ster 0. B. Wijetunga asking him to advise
the Speaker immediately to summon pa-
rliament, now in recess, to discuss the
current political situation following the
assassination of DUNF leader Lalith Athu-
lathmudali.

Gamini calls for
restraint

DUNF deputy leadar Gamini Dissa-
nayake appealed ta this party cadres and
the public to keep the peace during Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudali's funeral as thatwas
the greatest honour thay could bestow on
their departed leader.

“We do not want violence over Mr.
Athulathmudali's body. He had seen
much viclence. Doneotindulgain violence.
Don't get provoked even if such attempts
are made", Mr. Dissanayaka said in his
appeal issued at the press conference at
his Kaollupitiya home.

He warned that violence would only
provide an opportunity to the government
to postpone the May 17 pravincial council
elections. The DUMF and other opposition
parties wanted the election held as sche-
duled.

The DUNF produced an afiidavit from
its Kirulaponne organiser A_J. Premadasa
denying that he had identified the Tamil
youth Apiah Balakrishnan as the man whao
assassinated Mr. Athulathmudali

Mr. Dissanayake said the stale madia
had made a play of the identification which
Mr. Premadasa had now deniad.

Foreign correspondents said the
state media could not be blamed because
Fremadasa had told them also that Bala-
krishnan was the assassin.

Mr. Dissanayake said he would not
be surprised if Premadasa gave another
affidavit to the one given to them.

Question: You too have used pre-
ssure to get the affidavit?

Mr. Sarath Amunugama said the
DUNF was producing the affidavit forwhat
it was worth. Then he produced two of the
four eyewitnesses who could identify the
gunman.

Dastardly murder
will be probed:
— President

President Ranasinghe Premadasa
said on friday that the United Mational
Party unreservedly condemned the da-
stardly and cowardly assassination of Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudali.

He was addressing 4,000 delegates
from the Attanagalla and Dompe UNP
branches at Millathe, Dompe. Two minu-
tes' silence was observed in honour of the
slaim leader at the commencement of the
meeting.

The President said: "l was deeply
shocked when | heard of the assassina-
tion. As a person who strove 1o eleminate
terror, | do not condone cowardly and
inhuman acts of this nature. | spoke to the
Defence Secretary and the IGP and
instructed them to obtain the assistance
of Scotland Yard and Interpol to probe the
assassination of Lalith Athulathmudali.

"This matier should be probed to the
rocts. Who did it? And why? The couniry
should know the answers 10 these gue-
stions.

“The UMP has a membership of 4.5
millian. They adhere to a code of conduct.
They have not however attained spiritual
enlightenment.

Scotland Yard
team arrives

A Scotland yard team led by detective
Superintendent arrived in Colombao at the
invitation of the govemment to probe the
assassination of Mr. Lalith Athulath-
mudali,

The four member team as a forensic
expert and a pathologist. The visit follows
request made by Defence Secretary Ge-
neral Cyril Ranatunge to the UK. High
Commissioner Mr. John Field.



ANNIVERSARY MESSAGES

S. Thondaman
Minister of Tourfsm & Rural Industrial
Development

| have great pleasure in sending this
message of felicitation on the oceasion of the
15th anniversary of Lanka Guardian.

Ower the years the journal has renderad
yeoman senice to the cause of communal
amity in our multi-ethnic country. It has stea-
diastly stood for human rights and has foughl
against every form of exploitation.

I'wish Lanka Guardianall successinthe
future and | am confident that it will continue
lo serve the people of this country as an
independent and fearless journal inthe years
ahead,

Mahinda Hajapakse.
M. P. for Hambantota District

Plurality in the media is as imporiant as
a free media and | have looked upon the
Lanka Guardian to play this rale and play
itmore than adequately. Catering to the more
politicalised of the English readership, the
Lanka Guardian has always presented ano-
ther point of view whatever the issue the
editors felt should be discussed. Thiz no
doubt is important in & world where another
man's peint of view is not much recognised.

Let me therefore wish your pen more
durability on its 15th birthday.

Bernard Soysa
General Sec. LSSP

The Lanka Guardian came to be publi-
shed at a time when there was a great need
for such a journal. The freedom of the media
was hampered in many ways.

The publication of a journal that did not
fear lo express radical views, that would
provide a farum for some degree of free
discussion and enable the dissemination of
contrasting peints of view was a badly felt
need. The Lanka Guardian filled the lacuna.

The journal must be congratulated on
that achievernent. It is edited by a journalist
whose abilities have been very widely reco-
gnised,

In the midst of the many changes that
have taken place in S Lanka thase past
fifteen years the Lanka Guardian has had to
travel a difficult path made more perilous by
the pitfalls that increased with the years.

With an understanding of these difficu-
lties | heartily congratulate the Lanks Gus-
rdian on its positive contribution and its
triumphs. | offer The Lanka Guardianmy bast
wishes,

Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam
Director, International Center for Ethnle
Studies

The Lanka Guardian needs to be co-
ngratulated for 15 years of continuous publi-
cation of serious political and social crilicism.
It remains the most influential periodical on
Sri Lanka with a important readership in Sri
Lanka and abroad,

Mangala Moonesinghe, M. P.

The Lanka Guardianwithin fifteen years
of existence has created its own niche in the
salon of national jounals as a reliable source
of current pdiitical commentary and analyti-
cal reportage on intemnational affairs. In the
global media market the Lanka Guardianhas
been a trall blazer for the foreign affairs
minded intelligentzia.

While wishing itall success in the future,
I am confident that the Lanka Guardian will
maintain the standards of journalism and
continue to contribute to qualitative and inno-
vative pelitical thinking so necessary to a
nation focussing on economic ascendancy
by the 21st century,

M. Haleem Ishak, M.P.

Is" & pleasure to greet the Lanka Gua-
rdian at its 15th anniversary, The fact that
this news magazine has been able to live
through such a fairly long pericd of time
undoubtedly facing varicus cdds common in
a couniry like S Lanka speaks for the
esteem it has gained among its readers,

Born al a ime when the reading public,
those who patronized English publications
in particular, felt a greal need to have access
to independent news, views and analysis,
Lanka Guardian as been able to bridge that
gap to the best of its ability,

The tradition has being sustained to this
day by the Lanka Guardian with its objective
presentation of facts and comments,

Let me wish Lanka Guardian more and
more successes in the coming years in its
march forward to fulfil its avowed endeavour
lo present the reader with “other news and
another view",

Gamani Corea
Former Secretary-General
UNC.TA.D.

The Lanka Guardian has reason to look
back on its 15 years of publication with
satisfaction and pride, it has filled aneed and
been a source of critical comment on currant
affairs both national and international. | have
come (o look to the Lanka Guardian for
infarmation and analysis of high quality. | am

happy to extend to it my best wishes for the
future and hope that it will continue, with
increasing success, to make its highly valua-
ble and significant contribution.

Desmond Fernando
Secrelary-General, Internationai
Association

Like its editor, the Lanka Guardian has
remained a perceptive observer of the Sri
Lankan and South Asian scene, While its
editor remains our foremost journalist, his.
little magazine has no paralle! as a forum
for free and educated opinion on all those
issues, local, regional or international that
concem the intelligentsia.

Bar

Professor G. L, Peiris
Vice-Chanecellor and

Professor of Law of the University of
Colombo.

It is appropriate o recognize on this
occasion the guality and the scope of the
contribution which has been made by the
Lanka Guardian fo the moulding of public
opinien in our country on a variety of issues.
| have suggested in many fora that the lack
of vigour and vitality of public opinion is a
factor which fundamentally inhibits the eme-
rgence of viable solutions to urgent national
problems,

There has been exlensive discussion in
recent weeks about the rola of the media.
Cne of the prime requisites in this regard,
ta my mind, is the efement of objectivity and
dispassionate appraisal. This is, quite
clearly, an essential foundation for the achie-
vement of balance both in regard to the
presentation of news and the making of any
assessment or comment on news presented
to the public,

The cardinal strength of the Lanka Gua-
rdian, in my opinlan, is the importance it has
consistently attached to the values of chjecti-
vity and detachment not merely as a matter
of precept and pious aspiration but in actual
practice. For this, if nothing else, the public
of Sri Lanka has reason to be deeply appre-
ciative of the contribution that has been made
by the Lanka Guardian.

H. L. De Silva, p.C.

The survival of a journal which has been
in the forefront of creating a body of critical
opinion in S Lanka on a wide variety of
significant issues is indeed a matter for co-
ngratulation. More so, because this effonthas
been carried on with commendable vigour
andindependence yet with a sense of reasa-
nableness and balance. Above everything
else it is a marvel how the Lanka Guardian



has been able, despile lhe rise in cosls of
publication, lo make it available to the public
al such a reasonable price,

Wishing you and your paper many mora
years of success in this dedicated endsavour
lo serve the discerning reading public of Sri
Lanka.

V. P. Vittachi

I am happy to send Lanka Guardian my
congratulations and best wishes on its fi-
fteenth anniversary. It is the rare perodical
that lasts a year in Sri Lanka. Filleen years
of uninterrupted publication speaks foritself.
With the media infested with palitical toa-
dyism Lanka Guardian has been the voice
of sanity.

Bruce Matthews
Professor of Comparative Rellgion, Aca-
dia University, Nova Scotia, Canada

Since its inception | have tumed fo the
Lanka Guardian for reliable, interesting and
often unusual commentary on Sri Lankan
and regional affairs. In particular, | have
looked to the aricles that Mervwyn de Silva
himself has written, for they have invarably
been timely analyses of often complex politi-
cal, economic or cultural issues. There have
been times when Menwyn has been more or
less alone in providing this service, times
when it has taken a lot of courage to publish
critiquas of state policy or to report on contra-
versial events. For years, Menyn was some-
what of a voice in the wildemess, especially
when his publication boldly set down what
the stakes were In cerlain national crises.
Nobody else was providing this kind of co-
mmentary in the English language in Sri
Lanka. Inthis way, Mervyn's Lanka Guardian
was a trail-blazer. His publication still retains
a seniorty and a panache that is well-dese-
rved. Its balanced judgement on naftional
affairs continues to be held in respect, so
much sathatane notinfrequently sees it cited
in heavy academic jounals and books. |
salute Menvyn and the Lanka Guardian on
this anniversary.

Gamini Weerakoon
Editar, Sunday Island

The Lanka Guardian has survived 15
years of the most turbulent period in this
country’s contemporary history. It comme-
nced publication at a time when the first
pressures on the free press of the country
were distinctly f2it. To have continued uninte-
rrupted publication and maintained credibili-
ty is a remarkable achisvermnent. | do hope
the Lanka Guardian will continue to mainiain
the standards it has achieved in the past.

G

Sinha Ratnatunge
Editor, Sunday Times

Tabloid journalism, now a flourishing
business, should regard the Lanka Guardian
not anly as a pioneer but as an example to
follow in ils choice and treatment of public
issues for comment and analysis,

It has always taken up questions that
the large publishing houses have ignored or
treated casually.

The Lanka Guardisn can be proud of
its 15 year achigvemeant.

Ajith Samaranayake
Assoclate Editor, Island

The Lanka Guardian during ils fifleen
years so far has performed the funclion of
both a journal of political and social apinion
as well as a forum for diverse views at a
critical ime in Sri Lanka's affairs, no easy
taskin the grim landscape of English-langua-
ge publishing. There has been no other
English joumal which has survived for so
long and this is entirely due to the efforis of
its Editor, Menvyn de Silva, who s indubitably
the doyen of Sr Lanka's journalisis. The
journal has no deubt changed down tha
years and some might even say has become
mare restricted in ils appeal but this is due
not to any intrinsic weakness of the compilers
but lo the paucity of writing talent in English,
which is the perennial bugbear of the Engli-
sh-language editor,

| wish LG well on this anniversary and
may it have the strength and the support o
continue its important functions and maintain
its high standards. The country needs a
critical journal of opinion of unencumbered
by any prejudices or affiliations to a any
political party or caucus and the Lanka Gua-
rdian is still the best equipped for this role.

Nihal Ratnayake
Island’

To survive, let alone grow, through the
climatic changes over the past one and a half
decades could not have been easy for an
independentjoumal, Butthe Lanka Guardian
has done it, revealing in the process not only
a high degree of joumalistic competence bul
also a measure of dedication.

The Guardizn must continue, whataver
the odds, lo serve [hosa few thousand thi-
nking people among the English reading
public in this izland,

Professor Bertram Bastiampillai
Dept. of History and Political Science,
University of Colombo.

The Lanka Guardian has been to me
far long a valuable source of information on
contemporary affairs of an intermational, re-
gional and national character. | have found

that it provides interesting reading on singni-
ficant subjects.

This publication has helped me imme-
nsely in gathering facts and comments whe-
never | had ta prepare a lecture or write an
article of a leamed nature! It has made the
search for data easy.

The Lanka Guardian had been often the
first to come out with news and views on
events and matters of topical interest. It has
been critical, evaluative and fair in providing
assessmeants and has focusad attention in
its articles and repors on subjecls covering
local and international politics, economics
and developments of social interest in Sri
Lanka and elsewhera.

Itis a lively journal of a serious nature
which has been coming out regulary in Sri
Lanka and a publication that has been fo-
rthright as well as balanced in making its
presentations.

| wish that Editor continues with the
useful work he has done and all success for
the future in putting aut this modestly priced,
reliable and responsible publication which
sheds so much light on matters of interest
and importance to scholars and serious rea-
dars alike.

Ray Forbes
Director, B.C.L5.

The 15th anniversary of the Lanka Gua-
rdian is a milestone in the history of higher
journalism in Sri Lanka. Mr. Mervyn de Silva,
Edilar, cenainly deserves heartiestcongratu-
lations on this occasion, and best wishes for
even greater achievements in the future.

The Lanka Guardian broke new ground
in making available 1o those inlerested in
toreign affairs, easy and conveniant access
to commentaries, reports and reviews fram
specialists in the subject from the widest
possible horizon. In doing so it has filled a
vacuum that existed in this sphere.

| am happy thatl Lanka Guardian has
acted as a catalyst in promoting serious
writing on International Relations in the Si-
nhala medium. Thera is increasing evidence
of this which s very encouraging.

As Director of Studies of the Bandara-
naike Centre for International Studies (BCIS)
| take this opponunity to acknowledge the
invaluable service rendered by the Lanka
Guardain to students of International Affairs
by providing them with a handy reference
joumal &t a very modest price. The easy
avallability of secondary source material
through the Lanka Guardian has facilitated
disseration-writing immensely.

Well done, Lanka Guardian and many
more years of discovery and enlightenment
ta those seeking an understanding and awa-
reness of contemparary issues.



MAY DAY TRIBUTE

Comrade Shan: The Long March

Dayan Jayatilleke

omrade Shan was a year younger

than the October Revelution. He be-
came a fulltime Communist cadre half a
century ago. He died a month away from
the 40th death anniversary of Joseph
Stalin,

Mao-Tse-Tung summed up the esse-
nce of Marxism as he saw it, in the phrase
itis right fo rebel.' It was a terse abbravia-
tion of Stalin's lesser known but more
accurate summation of the essence of
Marxism: "It is right 1o rebel against rea-
ction.” Mao’s contribution to scientific so-
cialism is best set out in his own 1982
injunction to the 7000 cadres — "Never
forget classes and the class struggle.”
Engaging in revolutionary politics in La-
nkan society in which the class struggle
in its classic sense has nat been fought
outin viclent forms, comrade Shan's pra-
clice almost inevitable saw that class
struggle transposed to the instance of
ideology. Shan's distinctive contribution
then, can be expressed by us in the
phrase "never forget ideclogy and the
ideological struggle.” Shan was the only
Lankan Marxist of his generation who took
ideology seriously.

Shan was not a "progressive,” a
leftistin general. He was a Communist and
became one ata time whantheterm stoad
for men and women “of special cut," as
Stalin put it. That the Lankan Left was
unigue in that it contained a prepondera-
nce of Trotskyites over Stalinists, tells us
much about this society and petty bou-
rgeoisic — and none of it positive.

Later, Shan wrote of this time: “Today
it i= easy to be pro-Soviet.... The Soviet
Union came out of the war as a great
power and subsequently has matched
every achievement of the Westemn impe-
ralist powers — including those in space.
But it was a different question during the
war. The reactionaries and the Trotskyites
weare blatantly anti-Soviet while the dou-
biters were many. We, Communists, alone
were unshakenin ourbelief thatthe Soviet
Union would come out of the war triu-

mphant. | was very proud of this stand.
Qur faith in the working class, Socialism
tha Socialist State and was more than
amply vindicated... It was worthwhile ha-
ving lived during those momentous times
and have one's faith vindicated. From the
time of the rout of the German army at
Stalingrad when Soviet heroes fought and
died with the name of Stalin on their lips
and tumed retreat into victory and adva-
nce, the Soviet Red Army raced to Berlin
which they reached by may 1st 1945,
despite the slowness of the allles in lau-
nching the 2nd front. | remamber that as
we were unfurling our banner near De
Mel's Park, Slave Island for that year's
May Day demonstration, | saw the Ceylan
Chbserver's huge headline “Red Flag Over
the Reichstag!” ('Political Memoirs...
p. 21-22).

While Pieter Keunemanwasa consu-
mmate consensus politician, his ideologi-
cal contribution bears no distinctive stamp
or physiognomy. One still does not know
much about Pieter's Marxism, excapt for
its deliberate understatement, sublleness
and semanlic sophistication. One reco-
gnizes his craft and style, but nat the
substance of his ideas. The theoreticians
of the party were comrades Kandiah,
Vaidyalingam and Shan. It was they who
were mast articulate on ideological que-
stions at meetings of the upper echelons
of the parly. And when an ideclogical
deviation such as the Sinhala chauvinist
line of G.V.3. de Silva and Joe de Silva
{in Kandy) arose, the party sent in Shan.
ltwas he who drafted the Political Reports
of both the militant 1948 3rd Congress
{Atureliya) and the moderate 4th Co-
ngress in 1850 (Matara).

Shan was a rarity in that he combined
the roles of ideclogue and working class
leader, though the combination was
fraught with its tensions. It is thus that
Shan achieved the unique success or
retaining the loyalty of the CP's Trade
Union base when he splite with the party
on the Sino-Soviet Question. Nowhere
else in the Third World did an uncompro-

misingly Maoist party succeed in this —
almost always, ideclogical radicalism
found its exclusive agency in the pe-
tty-bourgeois youth, leaving the organized
working class in the hands of the old
reformist leadership.

A nostalgic view of the trajectory of
the Lankan Left holds that the formation
of the United Left Front of 1963 marked
its zenith. However, an assessment that
Is guided by scantest regard far analytical
rigour would conclude that the ULF of '63
was already carrupted by social chauvi-
nism. All the constituent parties had shi-
fted to the policy of Sinhala chauvinism.
All the constituent parties had shifted to
the policy of Sinhala Only and the prese-
nce of Phillip Gunewardena, whose shock
troops had played such an infamaous role
against the Left in the anti-Tamil pogrom
of 1958, makes us wonder at why the '3
convergence happening that year — tha
climatic moment of the Open Polemic
commencing from 1960, concerning the
general line of the World Communist Mo-
vement. There is no Communist party that
look the Soviet Line in 63 that ever want
on ko make or seriously attampt a revelu-
tion. Those whao did so were either nau-
trals or sympathizers of the CCP positian
(such as the Vietnamese), subsequent
split offs from the pro-Moscow parties or
were formed after the schism and thus
took no sides in it (the Alghan). It is
testimony to the sericusness with which
Shan took ideological questions thal he
sided with the CCP and spearheaded this
struggle in Sri Lanka.

In a classic working out of the diale-
clic, it was Shan's fidelity to the letter of
Mao-Tse-Tung Thought that swept him to
the highest heights a SriLankan leftleader
has ever been and cast him down to
isolation and solitude. Shan was presant
at one of the greatest moments of drama
and sheer speciacle in the history of world
revolution — in Tien An Mien Square,
watching Chairman Mao reviewing the
millions strong crowd at the height of that
mad ‘storming of the heavens,' the Great



Proletarian Cultural Revolution. Shan not
only addressed a meeting of five thousand
Rad Guards, he met and talked at length
with Chairman Mao in June 1967, in the
white heat of the Cultural Revolution,
when Mao was at his most charismatic
and at the pinnacle of his worldwide fama.
Which Lankan leftist (and how many
South Asian Marxists) ever exchanged
ideas with a man who did as much to
change warld history?

It was Shan who was relied upon by
the Chinese party to wage the ideclogical
battle outside Sri Lanka, in Asia and the
Third World. (Tragically, this included pa-
lemics against'Castroism-Guevarism’). In
this regard Shan the founding of whose
party antedated by a few years, that of
most Maoist organizations the world over,
played a more active and prominent a role
than even Charu Mazumdar — which
explains the respect in which he was held
by Indian revolutionaries and radicals
even in the last years of his life. Memory
brings back the sincere concern on the
face of comrade Khodandaraman, the
veteran revolutionary organizer and lege-

ndary ideologus of the People’s War
Group in India, when at a clandesting
conclave, | replied his guestion 'how is
comrade Shan?' with the answer that he
was in poar health.

The Cultural Revolution, that lita-
nic-traumatic social expenment, issued
from Mad’'s genius which foresaw with
luminous prophesy tha problem of capita-
list restoration but erred grotesquely in its
preventive prescription. The external
expression of the Cultural Revolution was
the transmutation of the Sino-Soviet split
from an ideoclogical struggle into a clash
between two states with supposedly ho-
stile social systems. The contradictions
among the Communists, incorrectly ha-
ndled by Mao, urned into antagonisms.
Even genius errs but when it does so, the
consequaences are colossal, The socialist
camp and the world movement were irre-
vocably sundered. Very few pariies and
leaders refused to be polarised into one
of the new “two camps'. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) was one such
which canved out an independent path —
a development not unrelated to the prese-

nce in it's leading ranks of B.T. Ranadive,
whose indepandent eriticism of Mao from
a proletarian revolutionary standpoint,
dated back to the late 40's. Shan, with his
rock like solidity and his passionale co-
mmittment to Maoism, was tempermenta-
liy and intellectually incapable of this feat.
The CPI (M) survives the general crisis
of socialism, combining ideclogical canti-
nuity {and a large measure of fidelity to
Stalin) with adroit political manouevre.
Shan's Ceylon Communist Pary died long
bafare he did.

In the 1960's Shan's party contained
the raw malerial of revolution. A crop of
highly falented and intelligent young
cadres in the Universities and amang the
studentry, militant Sinhala workers in the
city and Tamil proletarians in the hill
country, the All Lanka Peasants Congress
in the NCP and a large number of the
oppressed caste youth in Jaffna — and
solid international contacts with a powerful
ruling C.F.

(To be continued)

PRESIDENT’S SPEECH

GOVERNMENT’S NEW PROGRAM

He was inaugurating the fifth session of the second

Parliament.

He said Sri Lanka had to face many challenges during
the last four years. Notable among them were the mounting
defence expenditure, the Gulf crigis and the worldwide
recession. In spite of these obstacles we have done extremely
well compared with many other countries®, he added.

At long last, he said, Sri Lanka is now lined up for a

smooth “take-off” economically,

“Our objective is to achieve newly-industrialized cou-
ntry status by the year 2000, Economic growth alone is not
going to serve our people. That is why we are striving to
achieve growth with equity. In fact, equity and social justice
will be the guiding principles of our new zociety,” he added.

He said government policies had been endorsed by the
large majority of Lankan people several times in the past.
Multilateral and bilateral donor countries and agencies
have helped usimmensely. Foreign and local investors have
placed their trust and confidence in us said the President,

He asked: Is there any alternative before the people?
As far as T can see some disjointed assortment of negative
and contradictory ideas had been put forward. There is no
consensus even among the different proponents of these
faneciful ideas. They will only lead to social insecurity,
political instability and economic calamity.

ernment will avert any such unfortunate situations, said

President Premadasa.

You will reeall the inauguration of the Fourth Session
of the Becond Parliament. It took place on Tuesday the 24th
of September, 1991. What did we witness on that occasion?
We witnessed the misuse of a provision in the Constitution.
It was an ugly attempt to impeach the will of the people.
It was a shameful and ill-begotten conspiracy.

This conspiracy had been hatched very secretively. This

However, the policies and programmes of my gov-

came out in an interview given by the Hon. the Leader of
the Opposition to 2 newspaper. [ quote below some excerpts
form that interview:

“The impeachment process which has become the most
important topic today is not something recent. We have been
diseussing such a course of action with the Members of the
Government Party for quite sometime. These discussions
have been going on very secretively.”

We could not present the Impeachment Motion by
ourselves, because the SLFP Membership was insufficient.
Such a course of action could be taken with a section of
the Ministers and Members of Parliament of the United
Mational Party. Therefore, I was extremely happy when
they agreed to extend their assistance for this.”

The conspirators had submitted a Resolution to the
Hon. the Speaker.

(Excerpl)




The J. R. Years (1)

Arden

A FREE AND
RIGHTEQUS SOCIETY

abinet ministars in  independent

Sri Lanka are a hardy lot; they rarely
die in office. In the 30 years from Indepe-
ndence to 1977 two prime ministers died
violent deaths (D.S. Senanayake in a
riding accident, Sclomon Bandaranaike
by assassination), a Minister of Health
(George Rajapakse) died by surgical mi-
sadventure and just one minister died of
what are called natural causes and he
(A.B. Perera) was not a caresr politician
but a Minister of Justice brought into the
cabinat through the senate. He died afew
weeKs later.

Then, contrary to form, four mini-
sters’ of J.R. Jayewardena’s 1977 cabinet
died; but they were all new-comers to
ministerial rank and died before they weare
imbued with the compulsion to live that
power bestows 2

By way of contrast to all this, eight
members® of Dudley Senanayake's
1965-1970 government died after they
went out of office; six members® of Mrs.
Bandaranaike's 1970-1977 government
died afterher government fell,

Power is not merely a heady wine,
il is a life enhancer. Pariameantarans of
Sri Lanka have awarded themselves pe-
nsions, handsome emoluments, and
finge benefits. A parliamentary career is
afinancially rewarding one. This being the
case, politicians in Sd Lanka never quit.
Thus we have J.R. Jayewardens, who in
1944 proposed in the State Council that
Sinhala should be made the official 1a-
nguage instead of English (a motion that
was opposed by D.5. Senanayake and
Solomon Bandaranaike who wanted both
Sinhala and Tamil) still there in the thick
of it mare than forty years later trying to
make amends for some of the long-term
consequences of his youthfulindiscretion.
In 1857 Jayewardene stages a protest
march fo compel prime minister Bandara-
naike 1o tear up his pact with the Tamil
leader Chelvanayagam allowing for regio-

nal councils and the use of Tamil as the
language of administration in the north
and the east. Thify years later the same
Jayewardene is seen trying to pacify the
Tamils with many more concessions than
he successiully stalled in 1957,

Another significant fact about Sri
Lanka is that political parties are family
heidooms. The U.N.P. of D.S. Senanaya-
ke is inherited by his son Dudley, the
S.LFEP. of Solomon Bandaranaike
comes o his widow Sirima, Philip Guna-
wardena's M.E.P. is bequealhed to his
son Dinesh and so on. Candidates for
election are nominated, not by the local
branch arganisation, but by the propristor
of the party. A natural result is that there
can ba no fresh blood at the leadership
level to renew and reinvigorate the poli-
cies and politics of a party. In Westemn
democracies leaders of parties are co-
nstanlly being unceremoniously disca-
rded when they fail to produce results and
new leaders brought in. Sri Lanka this is
not possible. Memories are long, old gru-
dges are nuriured and kept warm and
politics is a battle for power and the spoils
of office between owners of party machi-
nes.

It was these uniquely Lankan condi-
tions that it possible that at a time the
voters were in a mood 1o reject the United
Front government lock, stock and barrel,
J.H. Jayewardene, the stayer, was still in
there pitching, and available and eagerto
spearhead the anti-S5.L.F.P. onslaught,
and lead the forces that were crying out
for the restoralion of democratic gove-
mmant,

Jayewardene made the correct noi-
ses, denounced everything the U.F. gove-
rmment had done to offend the voters and
held out kind of promises they wanted to
hear. He would guarantee a free press
and restara freedom of speech; he would
stop the practice of the government reso-
rting to emergency powers on every slight
pretext; he would repeal the Business
Acquisition Act; he would remove the curb
on tha publication of news about the activi-

ties of the cabinet; he would abaolish corru-
ption and what he referred to as “family
bandyism" (a locution of his coinage mea-
ning nepotism}); he would restore demao-
cratic practices; vindictiveness would
hava no place in his government; above
all he would call an all-party conferanca
and once and for all setlle the ethnic
dispute on a permanent basis.

When on 22 July 1977 the United
Malional Party, pledgedtousherina “Free
and Righteous Society” won the genaral
election in a landslide victory, abtaining
140 oul of a total of 168 pardiamentary
seats, the auguries for S Lanka wera
very favourable and the hopes of Lankans
wera high. The election snded seven
years of economic stagnation under the
etatiste regime of the United Front gove-
rnment of Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike.

(To be continued)

FOOTHOTES

1. 5. de &, Jayasinghe, Shelton Jayasi-
nghe, C.P.J. Seneviraine and 5.8. He-
rath. (In February 1988 Asoka Karuna-
raina died).

2, This compulsiobn was strikingly illustra-
ted when on 18 August 1987 an attempt
was made 1o assassinate the president,
Two grenades were tossed into a parlia-
mentary committee room where the pre-
sident was in conference with his pariia-
meniary aroup. Five cabinet ministers
whao were seriously injured in the explo-
sion all survived, Two men died, one a
district minister not af cabinet rank and
tha other a clark. Jayewardens himself
was unhurt.

.3, Dudley Senanayake, M.D. Banda, C.P.

de Silva, Philip Gunawardena, LB, Wa-
nninayake, .M.R.A lriyagolla, V.A. Su-
gathadasa and M. Tiruchelvam,

4. Felix D. Bandaranaike, Michaz! Siriwa-
rdena, N.M. Perea, Leslie Goonewarde-
na, Hector Kobbekaduwa and T.8. Te-
nnekoon.



ETHNIC CONFLICT

Light at the End of the Tunnel?

(Notes on a falk at the Asia Society, Washington)

Ananda Guruge

do not address you as the official
representative of the Sri Lanka Gove-
rnment.

| shall skip history and the causes,
guided by the parable of the doctor and
the wounded man in the Tevija Sulta, the
Buddhist scriptures.

WHAT |S THE NATURE OF THE
CONFLICT IN THE NORTH AND
THE EAST?

(1) Not an ethnic or religious conflict: i.
g. not a Sinhala vs. Tamil or Buddhist vs.
Hindu conflict.

(2) Not aliberation war of a minority with
defined homeland: two-thirds of the Tamil
population live with the majority in the rest
of the Island.

“ (3} Anisolated terrorist organization re-
sorting to an armed struggle for a separate
state called Eelam.

{4) Marked by a process of ethnic clea-
nsing: attacks on Muslim and Sinhala
villages; mass evacuation of Muslims from
Jaffna and Mannar,

DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS

(1} LITTE — Its sole mission is to set
up a separate independent Stale in the
Maorthern and the Eastern Provinces. Mo
indication of its policies and role, if such
a State is established, has been given to
the Sri Lankan public of even the Tamils.
(2) Other Tamil Militant groups — ready
to enter a democratic process in the co-
ntext of a unitary Sri Lanka with greater
devolution of power and rectification of
measures perceived as discriminatary to
Tamil interests

(3) Tamil political parties — mostly in
disarray and hence indecisive. Under
threat of LTTE retaliation and actual
attacks, have lost much of the confidence
and leadership. Compelled to be cautious
and wavering. '

{4) Major Opposilion Farties —reluctant
to get involved other than in urging the
Govemment to solve the problem; but
alten adopts a double standard criticizing
it nat solving the conflict quickly as well
as in finding faull will every step whether
congiliatory or military. Appears to work

on the premise thal whatever the authori-
ties do, would be wrong, But also gives
the impressionin some of thairstatements
that the Security Forces, if unchecked or
given more resources, could solve the
problem.

(5) Intelleciuals and Academics — Apart
from attempting historical explanations
and attributing current situation 1o various
decisions of the recent past, no position
has emerged from any influential orrespo-
nsible circle. Whatever opinions expre-
ssed are governed if not coloured by their
political affiiations and sympathies.

PUBLIC REACTIONS

(a) Those residentin the Northem Frovi-
nce (i. e. almast entirely Tamil) —a belea-
guered population with the burden of a
long-drawn military conflict extending to
nearly two decades. Obliged to abide by
the demands of the LTTE re financial
support and conscription of combatants.
Most affected by the presence of the IPKF
till its withdrawal. No option than to get
out either to the South of SL or to any
country offering asylum, as and when they
are allowed to do so.

(p) Those living in Eastern Frovince —
Drawn into the conflict as LTTE inclusion
of this Pravince in its claim for a separate
State, in spite of the fact the Tamils are
a minority there vis-a-vis Sinhala and
Tamil populations. Could have been less
affected by the armed conflict if Inda-SL
Accord did not oblige the temporary me-
rger of N and E Provinces. Currently
enjoys a measure of civil administration
despite intermittent terrorist attacks and
ambushes.

{c) General public elsewhere in the cou-
niry which includes. the Sinhala, the
Tamils of Indian orgin in the Estates, the
Majorily of the Tamil population (specially
the more educated classes, prafessionals
and successful businessmen): As they
are the least touched by the conflict other
than when agitated and shocked by
“gthnic cleansing” in Sinhala and Muslim
villages on the borders of N. and E. Provi-
nces or sporadic bomb explosions and
assassinations in Colombo, theirs is a
general attitude of apathy and complaisa-

Dr. Guruge is Sri Lanka Ambassadar (o the U.S.

nee. As the bulk of the security forces
come from poorer rural homes (thers is
no compulsary conscription Is 5L}, deaths
and casualties in the Security Forces do
not affect the vast majority. For some
people, the conflict could be in anather
planet]

{d) Expatriate Sri Lankans — How they
react depends on when and from where
they came:

(1) Oider immigrants largely professio-
nal—hardly concerned ar eveninterested
other than in cases where affiliation to a
particular political party colours one'’s opi-
nions. A few may even harbour unrealistic
and dangerous chauvinistic lendencies,
based on a mistakan notion of patriotism
to a motherland or a eommunity there of
with which they hardly have any close ties
any longer,

() More recent immigrants mainly of
professional or academic standing —
Tends o be more vocal, but again, acco-
rding toindividual ethnic, religious or politi-
cal affiliations or sympathies. Either over-
reacting to the 1983 incident and the
brutality of the JVP uprising and ils afte-
rmath in 1987-89, tends lo blame the
majority community or the Government or
both for everything. Either they do not
know or purposely lgnore any positive
davelopments and considers 1hat the
unmitigated criticism of the Sinhala-Bu-
ddhists and the Government make them
appear more tolarant and justin the eyes
of their peers in the host country. This
category could include all SL ethnic
groups and are usually the most ardent
supporters of Human Rights Movemenls
it and, if only, they are concemed with the
SL situation. shows a readiness for conci-
liatory measures even if some of their
suggestions are less practicable (e.g.
English as a panacea for all ills in SL).
With no intention to return to SL, their
concemns are more related to the pheno-
menon of “refugee-fatigue” in the host
countries.

(3) More recent immigranis of less than
professional standing —Considering how
the conflict has enabled them to become
economic refugees in Industrialized Cou-



niries, their reactions and attitudes vary
according background and place of origin.
They bring with them their ignorance as
wall prejudices and tend to be drawn into
militant organizations. Most active politi-
cally, secially and culturally and someti-
mes cause embarrassment to the host
countrias.

EMERGING PICTURE OF THE
CONFLICT (DIVERSITY OF
PERCEPTIONS, REACTIONS AND
ATTITUDES OF PERSONS
PROVIDING INFORMATION)

{a) Blurred, if not incomplete and faulty.
(b) Faulty assumptions, apportioning
blame and responsibility without an ade-
guate assessmeant of the situation.

(¢}  Underlying prejudice that the majori-
ty population or the Government or both
logether are responsiole, with the corolla-
ry that the minarity is always right.

{d) Simplistic solutions like putting pre-
ssure onthe Governmentto cease military
action unilaterally or proposing partitic-
ning and exchange of populatians.

{g) A grave domestic problem for the
host countries which are obliged to
grapple with labour and social unrest
caused by “refugee-fatigue” and ultra-
-right wing politics. These countries are
ready to promote any solution in 5L as
long the influx of asylum-seekers could be
checked,

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION: MILITARY
OR POLITICAL?

() Mo one considers a military solution
feasible, acceptable or durable. All agree
that the conflict can be resclved only
politically. N.B. the Government position
that the mililary operations are meant to
cantain and weaken the terrorist opera-
tions of LTTE and to induce it to return
to the negotiating table.

{b) The perception of what constitutes
a palitical salution differs and so do views
vary on what has to be done and haw.

THE PRIMCIPAL INGREDIENT FOR A
POLITICAL SOLUTION: THE RECO-
GNITION OF THE REALITY AND
AFPPRECIATION OF WHAT THE GOVE-
RNMENT HAS DONE HITHERTO (i.e.
facts unknown to or willfully ignored
by critics in both SL and abroad):

(&) Realgrievances, resulling from deci-
sions of the past regimes, redressad du-
ring the last decade:

(i) - Parity of Tamil as an official langua-
ge and language of administration;

(i} Increased apportunities far Higher

Educationin Tamil, including the Universi-
ties of Jaffna and Batticaloa;

{ii) Mew recruitments on ethnic ratios
(b) Perceived grievancas which are not

founded on fact or data (e.q. Discrimina-

tion as regards employment and econo-
mic opportunities; cultural and religious
oppression).

(c) Population Distribution: The majarity
of the Tamil Community lives and works
in a completely integrated environment in
all Provinces other than the Northem Pro-
vince and parts of the Eastern Province.
This distribution precludes anything like
the so-called Cyprus solution ar partitio-
ning like India and Pakistan wilh an
ensuing exchange of populations: nor like
delinking Bangladesh from Pakistan,

(d) Major political solutions  already
embodied in the Constitution speciifically
to satisfy Tamil aspirations:

(i) Provincial Councils with similar le-
gislative and exscutive powers as are
conferred by the Indian Constitution to the
State Govarmments;

(i) Devalution of authority worked out
lo the most acceptable degree within the
concept of a unitary nation;

{iiiy MNaorthern and Eastern Provinces
temporarily mergedto have one Provincial
Council until the Eastern Province deci-
des whether fo s0 continue in a Refera-
ndum;

(iv) Proportional Representation in
Parliament, Provincial Councils and other
elecled bodies to ensure that every inte-
rest is equitably representad:;

(v) Executive President elected dire-
cily by the entire population to represent
all ethnic and religious groups.

5. Stepstakentoremavetheimpression
of inadequate representation of minorities
in the national life:

() Example set by the President who
makes his major speeches in all three
languages or ensures thatthese areinsta-
ntly translated into Tamil, sentence by
sentence.

(b} Trilingualism in Pardiament and Sta-
le-owned media (Television, Radic and
MNewspapers).

(c) Eguitable representation in high po-
sitions in the Government.

(d) Ministers or State in charge of Hindu
Religious and Cultural Affairs and Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs,

() Performance of Buddhist, Hindu,
Christian and Muslim religious rites in all
important State functions.

Further Steps taken by Government

to restore the confidence of minorities:
(a}) Improvement of the Human Rights
situation by implemeanting almost all of the
recommendations of the Amnesty Inte-
rmational and the UN Commission an
Human Rights;

{b) Immediate corrective action and co-
mpensation wherever acts of indiscipline
of Security Forces are detected.

(c) Timely wamings to civilians 1o eva-
cuate intended combat zones.

(d) Regular shipments of foodstuff and
essential supplies from Colombo to ports
in the Morthern Province to feed and
meadically care for the beleaguered civillan
population in the Jaffina peninsula.

{(e) Running hospitals and schools and
other services in the rebel-held areas with
the help of the International Red Cross
and the French Medicins sans Frontieres.

() Maintenance of over 600,000 displa-
ced persons in refugee camps.

() Enabling the free movemeant of peo-
ple from rebel-held areas lo the rest of the
country in spite of the potential risk of
infiltration of terrarisls and suicide-bo-
mbers.

(h) Liberalized issue of travel docu-
ments, release of foreign exchange and
unrestricted facilities to travel abroad in
search of employment or asylum.

(i} Taking the benefits of the significant
economic growth in the rest of the Island
to N & E Provinces: e.g. the two garment
factories opened in Vavuniya on 28 Nove-
mber 1982 in parthership with internatio-
nal collabaration; and the weeks decisian
to locate the second international airport
in Hingurakgoda, a point close to where
M & E Provinces meet.

OBSTACLES TO SOLUTION AND
SOME PROMISING SIGNS:

(a) A political selution has to be by co-
nsensus of all political parties or at least
the two major parties which have shared
the governance of the country since Inde-
pendence. Earlier atiempt to reach such
a consensus through an All Party Confe-
rence failed. The current effortis to ensure
it through a Pariiamentary Select Commi-
ttee — a proposal made by the Opposition
and agreed to by Government. A major
breakthrough is reported in that both the
major political parties have agreed to a
Tamil M.P.'s proposal for 2 Federal Co-
natitution,

(b) Opposition to the delinking of the
temporarily merged Northern and Eastern
Provinces has remained a further obsta-
cle. Some headway appears to be taking
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place in reviewing the position by its main
proponents, the Tamil Parties. This is
likely to be solved now that a compromise
is being worked out in the context of a
Federal Constitution.

i) The final obstacle is the intransige-
nce of the LTTE, aggravated by its recent
atrocities commitied against civilians of all
communities including Tamils. Reported
infighting in the ranks of LTTE have ena-
bled the Security forces to get invaluable
infarmation. In the meantime, the stage
is set for a negotiated settlement if the
LTTE seeks it. The President has thus
reduced his terms for recornmencing ne-
gotiations to the barest possible, namely,

- cessation of hostilities (i.e, cease-firg)

- accept the democratic process

- recognize other Tamil political parties,

Elactions lo the N & E Provingial
Council could be held immediately viole-
noe ceasesin the area. Ifthe LTTE enjoys
the confidence of the people, it would be
welcome (0 lake over the administration.

RESOLVING THE CONFLICT:
WHAT CAN THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY DO?

(a) Eliminateill-informed judgments and

prejudices and search for an objective

understanding of the problem as it really
is, and grasp available alternatives:

- Recognize the 1983 viclence as an
aberration and give creditto the people
who have nol allowed themselves to
be provoked into similar retaliatary vio-
lence despite calculated and heinous
provocatians,

- Maote the many positive steps taken by
the Govermment as well meaningful
gestures of many importantindividuals
and appreciate how the tolerance and
patience of the people have enabled
the Government to handle the siluation
asalaw-and-order or security problem.

(b} Accept the position that the Gove-
mment has gone as far as it can and
embodied in the Constitution itself a de-
mocratic political solution which should be
given a serious chance to succeed, An
elected Provincial Council could redress
any further grievances which the people
ofthe region may have, and also negotiate
further improvements,

() Condemn all forms of violence and
terrarism in paricular as ways of seeking
palitical or social redress and campaign
vehemently against drug and gun running
which nourish international terrarism.

(d) Stop encouraging the notion that
minorities have an implicit right to resort
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toviolence to have their political objectives
achieved.

(e} Mostspecifically, convince the LTTE
through their expatriale fiends, suppo-
rters and sympathizers that Peace dese-
rves a try, that the conditions laid down
by the President represent the norms of
the highest polilical decency, and finally
the LTTE should seek power through the
ballot and not the bullet.

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL?

A generation of people inhabiting the
Mortham Province and parts of the
Eastern Province has lived through the

most trying conditions and their misery is
the concem of every right-thinking citizen.
They have to be relisved from the burden
of suffering. A responsible Government
has offered an opporunity for them to
emerge from this darkness. The light in
the form of democratic political structures
and processes has been placed within
their reach. What deters them, in all likeli-
hood, is the perennial worry and dilemma
of the terrorist as 1o what will happen to
him or herwhen the gunis droppad. World
public opinion has a vital role 1o play in
the war against terrorism,

The Non Entits Tale

Part IT

The Dane was repatriated for his pains

Qur Hero with his Ties juggled again

Rode the crest of the open-market wave

And came to roost, the New Establishments slave

He snafched the wholesome pint from school boy bands
Made Mother's faint with their Mille Bill in their hands
Sel up a Task Force for Nutrition and Health

And put the prices up in morbfd stealth

The Tasl Force reported that condensed mulle

Was harmfid fo the Poor, though tea boutiques
Were the main marlet, not starving infants

The Task force claimed to save from diets deficlent.

Cher Hero, now an Accountant, dozed on Profit
Whizzed his abacus on the inflation rocket
Targeiied milk away from the cup of Tea

To the rich man's Cake and Glutton's spree.

Hurd to unravel our Hero's evolution

Without pinning down the point of devolution
Soul, Conscience, Ethos, whalever within him
Linkecl to his genes, may be, was mutating,

The final result was a Great Betrayal
That ensuwred his patriofic Survival

In the official Mahavamsa addendum
As a Leveller of State accumulation.

In one decade his dedicated ik

Doumed draimuwards the Bus and the Milke
Blessed by Priest, Polilician and Tycoon
Like ghouls in the wake of a typhoon

Lringing braying Bankers to the Walce
Of Plant and Plantation, poised to rake
Corp-Corpses transmutted into Bullion
Cn Morigages, a dozen, a Million

Doing his bit during this Great Rape

Like his Old Ties his New Flag fluttered fake
While he handed our National Wealth on a plate
To Swine growing fat at a rate,

While he cast away pearls from the sweat
Of years of Peoples labour and fret
Plundered on the Free Market Spree
Death rode on the falling Rupee,

[Continued)

U. KEarunatilake




The Prelude to the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987
Negotiations Between India and Sri Lanka, November 1984 to Mid-1987

K. M. de Silva

nce the decision 1o hold the

talks was taken, the question of a
vanue arose. Bhandari's anxiety that the
talks be as wide-ranging as possible was
accompanied by a concem to protact their
confidentiality. The decision to hold the
talks in Thimpu in Bhutan was taken for
this reason: the venue would be as isols-
ted a place as one could getin South Asia.
While special telegraph lines were availa-
ble between Thimpu and Delhi, the discu-
ssions would take place withou! any jou-
malists being present.’

The Sr Lankan government delega-
tion consisted of a groupof senior lawyers
led by H.W. Jayewardane, (President Ja-
yewardeng's brother).”® Facing them on
the other side of the table wera six Tamil
delegation. It was evidant, from the outset
that the TULF had been superseded by
their more agaressive younger rivals,
Symbolic of this loss of precedence was
the relegation of the TULF leaders to the
less prominent seats at the conference
table. The main spokesmen for the Tamils
were the separatist groups — fthrough
lawyers who represented them — refle-
cting, very accurately, the currant realiv
of the politics of the Sr Lankan Tamils.'

Their spokesmen outlined a four-
paint programme the principal feature of
which was an insistence that their right to
saolf-determination be recognized, and
along with it a right to an identified Tamil
homeland', i.e., the Morthem and Eastern
Provinces. They were joined in regard to
the latter paint by the TULF. Mot surprisi-
ngly the Sri Lanka government's delegate
would not concede this. The talks broke
down but Bhandan persuaded the two
parties lo meetagain, and a second round
of talks were held in August. The Tamil
representatives persisted with their de-
mands and were offerred, in response, a
system of Provincial Councils. The talks
wera adjourned in mid-August without
agreement.

One could not expect Tamil separa-
tist groups to articulate their casa eithar
on their own, or through their spokesmen,
with sufficient flexibility and concemn for
nuances of meaning to make any discu-
ssion with their oppeosite numbers yield
practical results, Bhandar, for one, felt

that the Tamil groups — with their advisors
— did not know the difference between
posturing and negotiating, They — with
perhaps the exceplion of the TULF —
were not used to the latter, and their legal
advisors did not help much in this regard.
They were too legalistic — much more so
than the government delegates who the-
mselves rejecled the principal demands
of the Tamil spokesmen on the ground
that these wera incompatible with Sri La-
nka's constitution — and unrealistic, and
he made the point that the Tamil groups
breached the confidentiality of the talks by
leaking information to the Hindu '

While these talks in July-August 1985
did naot yield any positive results immedia-
tely, the momentum was kept up thanks
largely to Bhandari's initiatives. The ce-
ssation of hostilities negotiated priorto the
discussions and for a period of three
months originally was extended beyond
Oclober 1985, It had been scheduled to
expire at that time. This was followed by
discussions belween Sri Lanka gove-
rnment representatives led by H.W. Jaye-
wardane and Indian officials led by Eha-
ndari. These talks proved to be much
more fruitful than the Thimpu discussions.
A framework for devolution of power in Sri
Lanka emerged from them. In essence it
was an expansion of a working paper
originally prepared for the Thimpu and
post Thimpu discussions in New Delhi
between HW. Jayewardene and Indian
government representatives in July and
August 1985, One of its most significant
features was that the unit of devolution
was to be a province — there are 9
provinces in Sri Lanka — no longer a
district. Secondly the powers to be devo-
Ilved on these provincial units wera much
wider than had been envisaged in earlier
discussions. The carefully drafted docu-
ment which the two sides initialled beca-
me the basis of all future nEEﬂtiatiﬂﬂS
between Sri Lanka and India.’® It came
lo be known in official circles as the Delhi
Accord of August 1985,

During his brief spell as Foreign Se-
cretary Homesh Bhandari had built up a
very cordial relationship with President
Jayewardene and his government. While
this helped him in dealing with the Sri

Lankan side, it made him suspect to the
Tamils. However, by the time he was
virtually forced out of office in March 1986
under pressure from the pro-Soviet lobby
in Delhi, he had achieved a great deal.
The principles and details of a viabie
scheme of devolution of power for Sri
Lanka had been agreed upon by the two
govemments.

His successor A.P. Venkateswaran
had much less rapport with Rajiv Gandhi
then Bhandari. Moreover he believed that
it was impolitic fo let the Indian Prime
Minister get personally involved in the
minutae of negotiations on Sri Lanka's
ethnic conflict with President Jayewarde-
ne, and contrived to refurn policy formula-
tion to the Ministry of External Affairs
where it had been before Bhandari moved
it o the Prime Minister’s office. Secondly,
Venkaleswaran placed greater trustin the
TULF and virtually pushed them into ta-
king the lead in negotiations with the Sri
Lankan government.’® The TULF leaders
were not unwilling to play the new role that
Venkateswaran had devised far them but
they were lerrified at the prospect of anta-
gonizing the more aggressive Tamil
groups. Venkateswaran called represe-
ntatives of these latter groups to Delhi and
persuaded them 1o let the TULF take the
lead inthe discussions withthe SriLankan
government scheduled to be held in Colo-
mba later in the year.

The Framework and details of the
devolution package drawn up under Bha-
ndar's initiatives were reviewed under
Venkateswaran, and modifications were
introduced to make the package accepta-
ble to the Tamil representatives, Indeet
the latter had been decidedly unenthusia-
stic about the framework of devolution
negotiated between the two governments
in 1985, Vankateswaran hit upon the idea
of giving this greater acceplability by using
the Indian state system as the model for
Sri Lanka's devolutionary schemes. It co-
ntained enough of a federal structure to
keep the TULF happy, while its quasi-fa-
deral nature, with the central govemment
more powerful than in most federations,
made it acceptable to President Jayewa-
rdene and his advisers. Besides, thers
was sufficient ambiguity in the new prapo-
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sals to allow for bargaining and glve and
take, and for more compromise.

Apparently the Indian side had hoped
lo make the position of the governor of
a province weaker than in the Indian
system. They had hoped too that the Sri
Lanka government would not insist on
following the Indian pattern but Sri Lankan
negotiators saw how imporlant the gove-
rnorwas in the Indian system in protecting
the interasts of the central government
and unhesitatingly opted for a governor
on the Indian medel. To the surprise of
the Indians, the TULF conceded the point,
withaut any reservations, leaving Venka-
teswaran and his advisors to suspect that
the TULF fancied the prospect of a gove-
morship for ane of their members. There
had apparently been another point of
difference between Venkateswaran and
the TULF: he had urged the TULF to stick
to the district as the unit of devolution but
the TULF was all for a provincial unit.
Venkateswaran's argument was that the
district was entrenched in the constitution,
while the province was barely mantionad
init. The problems of the Eastermn Province
—which became a matter of acute contro-
versy later in 1986 and thereafter — may
had been resolved more easily had the
unit of devalution been the district and not
the province. The Amparai district could
have been left out of consideration, and
an amalgamation of the Batficaloa and
Trincomalee districts could have been
sought.

ARMED CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA
These negotiations took place
against the background of regular
outbursts of ethnic violence, especially in
the north and east of the island, and
conflicts between the security forces and
Tamil guemillas and terrorist groups,
Greatly improved relations between the
two countries did not extend to any serious
efforts to prevent the use of Indian territory
by guerrillas and terrorists for attacks on
a friendly neighbour, much less to close
down these faciliies and camps. Nor,
meore important, did the supply of arms
through Indian agencies to the various
Tamil separatist groups stop. Rajiv Ga-
ndhi, so much less dependent on a sou-
thern Indian political base than his mother,
and intent on taking a more even-handed
approach then her to the problems posed
by Sri Lanka's ethnic conflicts, found his
options mora limited than he would have
liked them to be. And the constraint lay
in the ethnic politics of Tamil Madu and
the public support the Sri Lankan Tamils
enjoyad there. The Tamil guerrillas and
terrorist groups continued to have training
facilities and bases in Tamil Nadu and
ready access to sophisticated weapons.
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Among the most prominent of the
regional political notables in the interplay
of forces in India on the 3ri Lankan issue
was M.G. Hamachandran, the Chief Mini-
ster of Tamil Madu, By 1983-4 his health
was visibly falling, and his associates and
hangears-on had begun to take decisions
an his behalf. After 1984-5, his health
broke down to the point where he could
hardly speak (and the wags in Mew Delhi
referred to him as the “"unspeakabla"
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu) and his
hangers on, male and female, interpreted
his wishes through lip-reading, move-
ments of his eyes (and sometimes his
eyelids) and hands.

In addition, there was internecine
fighting among these Tamil separatist
groups, in the course of which the LTTE
won a bloody victory over its main rivals
in the last week of Aprl 1986."® One of
Frabhakaran's principal rivals, Sri Saba-
ratnam was killed in this clash. The LTTE
were also helped by a decision of the Sri
Lankan government, taken in mid-1985,
as part of an understanding that was
reached with the government of India in
the medialory process, that its forces in
the north of the island would be keptwithin
their barracks or camps. In a serious
tactical error the Sri Lanka army stopped
theirreqular patrols of the streets of Jaifna.
The LTTE took immediate advantage of
this to mine all the roads leading out of
the army camps, and proceeded therea-
fter to build barricades across the roads.
Makeshift barricades were converted to
concrete bunkers, Very soon the army in
Jaffna fort could only be supplied by air.,
The result of this decision was to give the
armed Tamil separatist groups effective
control over the Jaffna peninsula,

When querrilas and terrorists dire-
cted their attacks against the security
forces they were generally repulsed.
Whean, however, their attacks were dire-
cted against unamed Sinhalese civilians,
they were affeclive in demoralizing the
civilian population in the remoter areas of
the country in the north-central and
easlam regions. The most ferocious of
such atlacks had occurred in 14 May
1985, when a heavily-armed group of
terrorists made a surprise raid on Anura-
dnapura, killing nearly 150 civilians, 1t
included an attack on the precinets of the
sacred bo-tree there, one of the most
venerated sites of the Buddhist world.
Attacks on civilians became more fre-
guent thereafter, A new pattern was pe-
rceptible in these attacks in 1986, when
Sinhalese peasants were shot to death in
the east of the island by LTTE hit sguads
during the religious festivals in May and
June when the villagers were most rela-

wed.

By this time Tamil separatist groups
had become a formidable guerrilla force,
much stronger than their Indian mentors
had believed they would ever be. The Sri
Lanka government for its part was compe-
lled to divert a steadily increasing propo-
rtion of its annual budget to the expansion
and equipping of its ammed forces. Military
action against these Tamil separatist
groups in the north and east was escala-
ted. Equipped with arms purchased from
Pakistan and China, and trained eitherin
Pakistan, or in Sr Lanka by Israelis and
British mercenaries, the Sri Lanka armed
services were becoming more impressive
fighting units than they had been befora.'®

As clashes between these groups
became more frequent and casualties
increased India's mediatory role did not
preventa return to the Indira Gandhi policy
af a diplomalic offensive against Sr La-
nka, and a propaganda blitz conducted
thraugh her embassies and High Commi-
ssions abroad accusing the govermment
of human rights violations. 5ri Lankan and
Indiandiplomats clashed at the UNin Maw
York and Geneva, all part of a policy of
‘maoral’ sanctions aimed at persuading Sr
Lanka to return to the bargaining table.
The Indian embassy in Washington and
the High Commissions in Ottawa and
London, in the meantime continued to be
centres of support for Tamil separatist
groups operating in those countries.®
Indian newspapers, led by the Hindugave
their support to this government-inspired
campaign.*' At a different lavel, the Sri
Lanka government found traditional we-
starn arms suppliers reluctant to supply
arms to Sri Lankan forces, and most of
the western powers wera unwilling also
to provide training facilities on any large
scale for them. All of them were anxious
not to give offense to India.

REFINING THE DELHI ACCORD, 1986

The Sri Lankan govemnment rega-
rded the Delhi Accord initialled on 30
August 1985 as animportant step forward
in reaching a seftlement with the Tamil
minority, and "a reasonable basis for ne-
gotiation and settlemenl.” There was also
initialled at the same time the Conditions
of Implemention of the Accord, and thesa
provided forthe means of restoring narmal
civilian administration to the disturbed
areas of the north and east. As we have
seen, neithar the several separatist acti-
vistgroups northe TULF, however, respo-
nded positively to the proposals in the
Delhi Accord and it took several months
of negotiations with thembefore the Indian
govemment could send an official delega-
tion to Sr Lanka for further discussions
on possible adjustments and modifica-



tions of the Delhi Accord.

The new delegation was led by a
Minister of State not in the Cabinet, P.
Chidambaram, a young {40 years at the
time) Tamil who aspired to a Congre-
ss-based |eadership of Tamil Nadu, and
Matwar Singh, Rajiv Gandhi's Minister of
State for External Affairs. The Chidamba-
ram delegation arrived in Colombo on 30
April 1986 and held very intensive talks
over tha next five days. For the first time
since Indian mediation began in late 1983
the principal negotiators for the Indian
government were politicians were not bu-
reaucrats or diplomats. On their departure
fram the island an official communigue
anncunced that: “The Sn Lanka gove-
rmment agreed to make further conce-
ssions beyond the terms of the Delhi
Accord.” These lalter were embodied in
the proposals dated 4 May 1986. Twa
separate notes were annexed to thess,
one on “law and order and the scope of
the powers devolved there under, and
another "on land seltlement...” This latter
was the result of negotiations between
Chidambaram and Gamini Dissanayake,
Minister of Lands, Land Development and
Mahaweli Development. In regard to both
these and other matiers agreed upon on
4 May 1988, the S Lanka government
gave an assurance that “further negotia-
tions are possible to amrive at [a] final
agreement.”

Once the Chidambaram team retu-
rmed to Delhi, itwas possible for the Indian
government to persuade the TULF to
begin direct negotiations with the Sri La-
nkan govemment for a further refinement
of the agreements reached so far. By the
time they arrived in Colombo President
Jayewardene had embarked on a new
political initiative, the Political Parties Co-
nference. Eight political parties met him
at the Conference room of the cabinet
office in the early afternoon (4 p.m.) of 25
June 1988, A delegation from SLFP met
the President later that afternoon (6 p.m.)
but it was evident from the very outset that
they would play no partin the proceedings
of the Palitical Partias Conference (FPC).
A series of discussions with 8 number of
political parties was held between 2 and
12 July 1986 following upon these prelimi-
nary discussions. On 8 July the proposals
agreed to in Delhi in August 1885 with
modifications and extensions decided
uponin Colombo and Delhitheratter, were
published for discussion at the PPC.

A TULF delegation arrived in Sri
Lankafrom India, led by A. Amirthalingam,
and met President Jayewardene for fo-
rmal talks on 13 July 1986. They joined
in the discussions at the Political Parties
Conference, but even more impartant, the

TULF had no fewer than 37 formal mee-
tings either with Presidant Jayewardane
or with him and some senior Ministers of
the govemment or senior Ministers on
their own, between 13 July and 29 August
1986. Among the Cabinet Ministers with
whaom the TULF had discussions werethe
Minister of Finance, Ronnie de Mel, the
Minister of National Security, Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, and Gamini Dissanayake, Mi-
nister of Lands, Land Development and
Mahawell Development. They had four
separate meetings with Gamini Dissana-
yake, between 23 July and 29 August
1986, on the issue of distribution of state
lands in the north and east, and especially
inthe areas covered by the gigantic multi-
purpose Mahaweli development scheme.
The principles and details of the settle-
ment reached between Dissanayaka and
Chidambaram were subjected to very
close scrutiny during these discussions.
While some adjustment of tha details was
made, the principles remained uncha-
nged.

The discussions between the gove-
rnment of 36 Lanka and the TULF, and
the discussions and debates within the
PPC continued over three manths. While
the SLFP boycotied the discussions, all
other parties, including the traditional lelt
not representad in parllament, participa-
ted in the conferance. In general the co-
nference endorsed the proposals submi-
tted for discussion, clarfied some co-
mplex issues, and identified potential
points of difficulty and ambiguily, all of
which made it possible to widen the scope
of the powers conceded 1o the pravinces
in the projected scheme of devolution
submitted for discussion. These modifica-
tions and extensions were incorporated in
the proposals sent 1o India in September
1986. They included draft Constitutional
Amendmeants, a draft Provincial Councils
Bill, schedules seiting out the Reserved,
Concurrent and Provincial Lists, as well
as detailed memoranda dealing with law
and order, land and settlementand educa-
tion. The subjects of finance and admini-
stration were discussed in datail but na
final agreement was reached, An official
statement issued by the Sr Lanka gove-
rnment’on 26 Movember 1986 asserted
that

“apart from tha subjects not finalized, thase
proposals constitled & package which
would have been a reasonable basis of sa-
ttlament, fair 1o all sections of the people of
Sri Lanka."

The outstanding difficulty was not
finance and administration on which
agreement had still fo be reached with the
TULF, but the fact that the TULF and the
Tamil separatist groups in genaral conti-

nued lo press for the creation of a single
regional unit encompassing the northemn
and eastern provinces as a Tamil ethno-
region. The Sri Lanka government was
unwilling to consider, much less conceds,
this, because of its political implications
— an erasion of its electoral base would
have been both wide and deep and its
stability would have been undermined
with great rapidity.
(To be continued)
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Press and Ethnic Violence

Ramesh Menon and Soutik Biswas

n Meemt, it was a youngster who

slashed himsell on the chest on the
orders of a satta don placing odds on
when the riots would begin. In Bhiwandi,
it was a bulifight which sent people scu-
rrying indoors, In Surat, it all began with
the report that three Hindu girls had been
raped. And in Calculla, the story had a
young Muslim being killed by mobs when
actually he had died in a road accident.

Post-Ayodhya, when the nation was
in the grip of 2 communal frenzy, vicious,
incendiary rumours became rampant
Almaost everywhere, the sheer power of
the rumour virlually crippled the police and
the administration's conventional me-
thods to quell trouble. It was a grim refle-
ction of the depth of the distrust between
the two communities. "Rumours have be-
come ihe worst enemies of communal
amity,” says Biman Basu, CPI{M)’s ce-
ntral committee member. And Surat's
Mayor Ajit Desai of the BJP, admits that
riots would not have been so brutal and
so uncontrollable had rumours not played
a vital rale.

In Calcutta, the Hindu backlash on
the Muslim-dominated slums of Dhobiata-
la, was exacerbated by rumours that many
Hindu women had been raped and their
breasts chopped off in the Meliabruz riots.
And peopleinthe suburb of Salt Lake went
running indoors after an intrepid cable
operator telecast a BBC ‘news' that thou-
sands of Muslims, armed with automatic
guns, had crossed the Indo-Bangladesh
border and were marching ftowards the
township, where Chief Minister Jyoti Basu

also happens to live,

“Rumaurs start floating when, kept
indoors by prohibitory orders, idle minds
start becoming devil's workshops," says
H.A Safwi, Calcutta’s joint commissioner
of police. And the devil surely ran havoc.
Bombay's buslling south district became
a ghost city as panic-stricken office-goars
rushed back home hearing about Bal
Thackeray's 'arrest’ and phone lines were
jammed by people and their relatives ra-
ntically sesking information.

In Kanpur, when an eight-year-old girl
ran down a Muslim gheatto with a can,
neighbours ran indoors shouting that
there would be anattack onthem. Nobody
bothered to check that she was only ru-
shing to felch some cooking oil during
curfew relaxation.

To compound the praoblem, in most
cities, efforts to combal rumours were
poor. Jyoti Basumade a customary televi-
sion speech asking people notto pay heed
to rumours. But by then, the rumour mill
had done its damage.

“When we were being besieged by
calls from panicky residents, we should
have had the use of televisionimmediately
in order lo dispel each rumaour,” suggests
a Calcutta DCP,

Forthe police, alithatittakes lo dispal
fear and cool passions is a public address
system. But most police stalions in cities
don't have megaphones. Political parties
could help by deploying responsible
cadres in affected areas. Bul often they

prefer ta let the situation simmer. VWhat
Desaldoesn't admitis thatalot of rumours
in Surat were generated by the BJP itself.
The police even crib that countering ru-
maours is the responsibility of the informa-
tion departments, which should take a
more aclive role in troubled times rather
than issue pious appeals for harmany.,

Countering rumours is the responsi-
bility of citizens as well. But this time, the
distrust and the divide ran so deep that
people believed the next rumour even
after the previous one had proved to be
hideously untrua. Moreover, the scepti-
cism about the state's power and abilities
hit & new low with businessmen and re-
sponsible professionals in Calcutta belie-
ving strongly that the police had delibera-
tely suppressed the Metiabruz ‘rapes’and
the press had blacked it out in the ‘public
interast’,

Mor could the press absolve itself of
blame. Espeacially alterthe Indian Express
front-paged a report during the riots that
a boatload of sophisticated weapons had
arrived from Karachi. When an eminent
columnist like Girilal Jain picked up this
piace of misinfarmation, the day of the
rumour had finally anrrh.red_

Everyone, therefore, was responsi-
ble for legitimising this fatal instinct. The
police, a seclion of the press and praclica-
lly everybody who sat at home and cou-
ghedup suchlathallies. Not entirely surpri-
sing considering that the Hindutva cause
itself is clothed in so many myths and
untruths.
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Communism

Fred Halliday

The Communist party of Sri Lanka
together with the Lanka Sama Sa-
maja party, the parent Marxist
arganisation in Sri Lanka, have re-
turned to the fold. The P.E.P. will
fight the scven provincial council
polls under the banner of the rece-
ntly formed P.E.F or Peoples' Allia-
nce. It was that self~same alliance
which assumed office in 1970 — the
zenith of Left popularity and power.,
But what really is the future of the
Marxist movement and the C.P. in
the pest-cold war world ? Fred Halli-
day, an authority on the subject,
discusses the issue. Prof Halliday,
now reaches at the L.S.E.

Three years aller the collapse of
the communist regimes in eastemn Euro-
pe, and ong year after the suppression of
tha Communist Pariy in Aussia, the situation
of former pro-Soviet and other communist
regimes in the Third World presents a cu-
rious and little acknowledged paradox.
These regimes were, in the past, regarded
as weaker than those of the more developed
communist bloc, and were in many respects
dependent on them, for arms, diplomatic
support and political inspiration. This was a
perception shared by both sides in the cold
war. The Hussians became increasingly
doubtiul about the benelits of helping Third-
Worid revolutonary aliies, and were skeptical
of the possibilities of building “socialism” in
poor, Third-World states,

Washington saw this Soviet weakness
in the Third World as its opportunity. In the
15980s, the Reagan administration placedthe
emphasis of its second cold-war offensive
apainst Russia in Third Warld, just as the
USSR had attacked the US throughits vulne-
rable clients — in Vietnam, Ethiopia, Cuba,
Micaragua and so forth. US strategy invalved
covert ClA support for anti-communist queri-
lla mavements — notably in Cambodia,
Afghanistan, Angola and Nicaragua.

The collapse of communism in eastemn
Europe and the USSR has, however, shown
bath these perspectives to be simplified, or
&l least premature. For the fact is that, while
the communist regimes in more advanced
countries have been destroyed, and most of
the communist partiessreduced 1o states of
greater or lesser isalation, in the Third-World
regimes once allied with the USSA or made-
lled on it, this has not occurred, despite far
greater levels of violence and civil war orga-
nised against them. In many of them, the
same ruling parlies remain in power. In
others, even where the party has lost power,
it retains considerable sway through its
influence in the administration and armad
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forces. In ﬁi?tua.l_l}r none of the 20-odd Third-
World slates that werein the Soviel bloc has
the European pattern been repeated,

In those states formally ruled by commu-
nist parties, two — China and Morth Korea
— were independent of Soviet influence and
here the ruling parties remain in traditional
contral; China, with great adaptation in the
economy, Morth Korea, with an inflexible
persistence in traditional ways. In the five
others where pro-Soviet communist parties
ruled, the picture has also altered little: in
Vietnam and Cuba, the parties retain a mo-
nopoly of power; in Cambodia, the core af
the regime remains the Hun Sen faction
instailed by Vietnam in 1979; in Laos. the
Lao Dong parly, although forced ta share
power, relains the deminant position: in the
regime; while in Mongelia, the erstwhile Co-
mmunist Party, voted out of pawer in 1990
in the first free elections, retumed to power
innew elections heldin the spring of this year.

Even in the most contesled case of all,
Afghanistan, the Hizbi Vatan, or Fatherland
Farty, has far from disappeared in the wake
af the Mujahideen victory of late April. The
divisions within the Mujahidesn ranks, and
the continuing cohesion of the farmer regi-
me's armed forces and political and admini-
stralive apparafuses, mean that, in many
districts, they retain a place in the new coali-
tions that run the fragmented country,

Elsewhere in the Third World, a similar
pattern has prevailed. A decade ago there
were arcund a dozen states in the Third
World considered by Moscow to be in transi-
tion 1o, or in the preliminary stages of, socla-
lism. ;

Five of these were especially valued by
Moscaw: Angola, Mozambigue-Nicaragua,
South Yemen and Ethiopia. In three of therm,
former ruling pariies remain intact and in
power, even if in coalition with their farmer
foes: in Angola and Mozambique complax
negotiations, as in Cambodia, have been
underway to bring about compromises, so
far without success, while in South Yemen,
the Yerneni Socialist Party has, through unifi-
cation with Morth Yemen, become one of the
two ruling parties in the new states, with its
pelitical machinery, army and intelligence
forces intact, In Nicaragua, the Sandinistas
lost the February 1990 elections, but they
retain considerable influence in the armed
forces and in the stale machinery, and are
in whatis, in effect, an unofficial coalition with
Vicleta Chamorro: their party apparatus is
intact, and they seem set to make a strong
showing In the next elections, scheduled for
1936,

Only In Ethiopia has there been a co-
mplete removel of the old regime, through
the triumph of the guerrillas of the Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary democratic Party in
May 1991. But here the remaval of a pro-So-
viet party was achleved not, asin the sastam
bloc, by the triumph of a pro-westem mova-
ment, but by the victory of a formerly Maoist
guerrilia movement, armed largely by rag,
with belated US diplomatic aid,

In the other states of the Third Werld
also considered “socialist orientated”, the
record of continuity so far is striking: in the
main Arab allies of the former USSR-Algeria,
Libya, Syria, Irag — the old states survive.
In a range of African countries — Madaga-
scar, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Congo — the
former ruling parties are still active or in
power. The countries wheara there has been
a complete change are few: Grenada, Suri-
nam Cape Verde and Sao Tome.

In the future, these regimes may not,
however, escape the fate of their more deve-
loped former patrons. In some, growing so-
cial and political crises seam likely to topple
the exisling regimes in the near future, lea-
ving little room for the former ruling parties
— Cuba and North Korea seem cases in
poinl. Elsewhere, chronic economic crisis
has so undermined the regimes that little is
left of their former programme — Tanzania
and Algeria being obvious examples. Those
forced into coalitions — South Yemen, Nica-
ragua, possibly Angola — will find their from
for manoeuvre curtailed by thair new allies
at home and diplomatic engagements
abroad. Most intriguing are the cases where
the ruling parties seem intent an retaining
political power, butin so adjusting the econo-
my thal little of the lraditional centralised
system will remain — the most prominent
examples being China and Vietnam.

Even if they da disappear, however, the
survival of these regimes indicates the need
for some rethinking. Their endurance may
be ascribed to a range of factors — a greater
willingness to use coercion, a more succe-
ssfulinsulation from external political pressu-
res, a stronger sense of nationalistic identifi-
cation with the regimes. These regimes were
in the main repressive, but had considerable
achievements in the social field — in equily,
secularism, welfare, equality of women —
that are likely to be sub-merged in any new
system, as they have been in eastern Euro-
pe.

Whalever else, this record, even if tra-
nsient, casts doubt on the view traditionally
held in both Washington and Moscow, that
they were merely clients of the Soviet Union
itsalf,



BOOKS

Women and Family Law Reform in India.

By Archana Parashar. Sage Publications, India.

Women and the Rule of Law

ver the past iwo decades the

Western feminist scholars have que-
stioned both gender equality as a feminist
goal and the capacity of law reform to
achieve that goal. A critical scrutiny of this
quest by Archana Parashar, Lecturer in
Law at Macquaire University, Sydney,
axposes ils drawbacks and aleris us to
be cautious in applying its theaories fo the
Indian situation.

Archana is not so naive as to believe
that law reform lpso faclo brings about the
desired social change. She recognises
that “legal equality by itself cannot put an
end to all the disadvantages sufiered by
women."” It is nevertheless a primary
though limited step in the struggle against
their oppression. While law may not dire-
ctly change people's convictions and va-
lues, it can function as a "persuasive
norm” and though it may not bring about
actual change in behaviour, it can serve
a "symbolic function”.

With this balief, the author has unde-
rtaken a critical study of the role of law
in perpetuating discrimination against wo-
men, and the rola of the state inimpraving
the status of women by reforming the
religious personal laws. She focuses mai-
nly on the family law, as, for the vast
majority of Indian women, family life conti-
nues to be the crucial aspect of their
existence, and there is hardly any meaani-
ngful alternative to it.

A paradox is highlighted. On the one
hand, the Constitution guaraniees sex-e-
quality as a fundamental right. And, on the
other, the religious personal laws that
discriminate against women are still being
aplied — four decades after the adoption
af the Constitution. While Hindu personal
law has baen extensively reformead, reli-
gious personal laws of the minarities have

been by and large left unchanged.

How has the state has justified ils
discrepant conduct in refarming religious
personal laws of different communities
and why has the State, after accepting the
principle of sex-equality, failed to translata
this constitutional principal into the provi-
sions of personal law? These are the two
main questions that the author has atte-
mpted to answarin the book under raview.

As a prelude to answaring these que-
stions the history of religious personal
lawsin India are traced oul. Tha distinction
between personal and other spheres of
law was introduced in India by the English
rulers, who from the beginning refrained
from touching the perscnal laws of the
nativas even as they modified Hindu and
Istamic law in olher spheres. This laid the
foundation for the development of perse-
nal laws in the post-independence period.

The legislative history of the Hindu
law reform proposals and examines the
basis on which the State claimed to refarm
Hindu law. Archana argues that these
reforms were not designed to give co-
mplete legal equality to women, and he-
nce, the improvements in the rights of
women are far less than what is generally
believed. "The state meant to immprove
the position of women as a component
of its plan of modernisation, but it did not
intand to upset or alter in any substantial
manner, the power structure of the family.”

In reforming the personal laws of the
minority communities — Muslims, Chri-
stians, and Parsis — the State adopted
a differant approach. The religious perso-
nal laws of these communities have re-
mained unmodified. The question of refo-
rming these laws is linked to the minority
status of these communities rather than

to the position of women in them.

The official vascillation in dealing with’
the personal laws of the minorities, and
the opportunistic stand of the governmaent
when confronted by uncompromising reli-
gious leaders has documented. As a co-
nseguence, "Hindu women have gained
new rights though not complete equality
while women of the minority communities
continue to suffer ingualities.”

Emphasising the constitutional gua-
rantee of equality, and the obligation of
the State o safeguard the inleresls of
women andto improve theirstate, a strong
case bas been made for severing the
connection between religion and civic
rights by enacting a secular uniform civil
code. The case for such a code can be
and has, no doubt, been made from save-
ral ideological positions. The author's co-
ncemed advocacy of the need for such
a code is that it is preeminently intended
io ensure legal equality for women. Infact,
as she justifiably avers, “if religion and
culture can be maintained only at the cost
of discriminating some sections of the
community, then it must be queried whe-
ther the burden is to be bome by women
alone.” ]

Impassionad as her argumeants may
sound to be, Archana has strengthenad
tham with incontrovertible evidence in the
form of historical records, parliamentary
proceedings, legislalive enactments,
court cases, and pulpit and platform ora-
tions. Her familiarity with the literature on
the subject (as revaaled by the comprehe-
nsive bibliography) and her ability to cite
them at appropriate places are remarka-
ble. Legal activists, feminists, and social
scientists alike are sure to find this schola-
rly treatise interesting and illuminative.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Pak-India Relations

In the article Pak-India relations by
Mushahid Hussain (Guardian —Febuary,
15th), he refers to M.A. Jinnah having said
“but for Hindu petty-mindedness manife-
sted in the Congress there would have
been no partition.,”

Irn this respect it will be interesting to
read the following which appeared in the
Tamil Daily Veerakesar of 1987.12.07.
The Pakistan Mewspaper Frontier Post
hadreportedof Jinnah at deathbed having
told the Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan
“| created Pakistan. Today | realize that
was the biggest mistake | ever made.
Today if | get an opportunity | will go to
Mew Delhi and tell Jawaharlal Nehru to
forget what happened in the recent past
and become friends again.”

This was reported to have been di-
sclosed by Colonel Elahi Bux who was
Jinnah's Doctor 1o Mohamed Yahyajan,
the Education Minister of the North-West
Frontier Province State Govemment.

5. Panchadcharam
Valaichchenai.

Suu Kyi’s Burma and
Sri Lanka

Suvimalee Karunaratna has obse-
rved that, “Suu Kyi's Nobel prize winning
book, Freedom from Fear (was) written
under house arrestin Rangoon™ (LG, April
1). | wonder whether she had really read
the contents of the baak, if not the Introdu-
ction written by Suu Kyi's husband Mi-
chagl Aris, before making such a foolish
commeant.

In his Introduction, Michael Aris had
noted, "Suu’s writings in this collection fall
naturally into two parts: firstly those she
completed in Oxford, Kyoto and Simla
before her return to Burma in 1988, and
secaondly a medley of later essays, spee-
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ches, letlers and interviews...". The first
part (the meaty section) consists of four
lengthy essays, namely "My Father”
(1984), “My Country and Peopla” {1985),
"Intellectual Life in Burma and India under
Colonialism” (1990) and “Literature and
Mationalismin Burma" (1987). Thefigures
in parentheses were their publication da-
tes, Suu Kyl was placed on house arrest
from July 1989. Almost all the 16 short
items collected into the medly in the
second part by Michael Aris, were writlen
{or defivared) by Suu Kyi before she was
put under house arrest.

| also agree with Jane Russel's obse-
rvation that, “throughaut this book (Free-
dom from Fear), there is the constant
reiteration of (Buddhist) themes that
would be as applicable to Sri Lanka as
to Burma" (LG, March 1), In fact, two
decades ago, the noted Cambridge
anthropologist Edmund Leach had publi-
shad guite an interesting papar entitled,
“Buddhism in the Post-Colonial Order in
Burma and Ceylon" in the journal Daeda-
fus{winter 1973, vaol. 102, no.1, pp. 29-54),
In this study, Edmund Leach had compa-
red the parralel carsers of Aung San and
SW.H.D. Bandaranaike, both-of whom
fanned the flames of Buddhist activism
and “both died by assassination”. What
is most striking for me in Suu Kyi's book
isthat, in heressays about her father Aung
San, she makes no reference to this aca-
demic paper of a respected British scho-
lar. One can easily guess, why Suu Kyl
had left out this important contribution of
anotso mediocre intellectual. In his study,
Edmund Leach had presentad a not so
flattering portrayal of Aung San, which
Suu Kyi would have found difficult to gulp.
Somuch for her academic credentials and
bravery,

| gquote Edmund Leachin some detail:
"Aung San was in touch with Japanese
agents from around 1938 and, when
threatened with arrest in 1940, he esca-
ped to Tokyo. He returned to Burma with
the invading Japanese army in 1941,

Contrary to legend, the Bumma Indepe-
ndence Army, which Aung San then orga-
nized, was originally an insignificantgroup
to which the Japanese offered little su-
ppart. Itis extremely doubtful whethear this
‘army’ ever engaged in any form of co-
mbat...In tha spring of 1945 Aung San,
who had previously been denounced by
the British authorilies as a dangerous
traltor, was suddanly recognized by Admi-
ral Mountbatten as 'the leader if anti-Japa-
nasa resistance in Burma'. Without this
recognition Aung San would likely
have disappeared without a trace. The
subsequent build up.of Aung San's
reputation as ‘Burma's popular herg’
was very elaborately engineered..".

Jane Russell should have consulted
this paper of Edmund Leach, before obse-
rving somewhal oullandishly that*Suu Kyi
herself may be compared, with some
justification, to Nehru” (LG, March 1). In
my apinion, Suu Kyi's comparison of her
father Aung San to Mahatma Gandhi is
far-fetched. Call it an affectionate outpou-
ring of love, "My dear Pappa”, by a high
school girl, who had lost his father prema-
turely. Edmund Leach's conclusion of tha
careers of 5.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and
Aung San also need emphasis. He had
inferred, "both Bandaranaike and Aung
San seem to have perished because,
having ridden to power on the crest of a
militant Buddhist nationalist wave, they
would both have like to reach some co-
mpromise agreemant with the kind of
Western ‘modem’ society which, in their
hearts, they both really admired.”

| wish ta end this letter by saying that
| respect Suu Kyi's fight for human rights
in Burma. But to elevate her as modermn
day Joan of Arc is somewhat pramature,
Lel her mature during her incarceration.
Her best thoughts have yet to be delive-
red. What had been published in her only
book so far is not that great. .

Sachi Sri Kantha
Osaka BioScience Institute,
Osaka, Japan.



:';!_! EMNRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tabacco
leaf in a barn. It w5 one of the bundreds of such
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zane where the arable land remains
fallow during the off scason.

Here, with careful nurturing. tchacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn 1o
ol to the value of over Ra. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,030 rural folk,

Tobacco is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people. Arad these
people are the tobacco basn owners, the tobacco
arawers and thrge who wark for them, on the land
and in the barns.

Faor them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful work,
& comfortalle life and a secore future. A good
enough reason for laughter,

B Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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