SHAN: “T am a Brahmin”

L ANK A — Dayan Jayatilleke

Vol. 16  No. 2 May 15, 1993 Price Rs.10.00 Registered at GPO, Sri Lanka QD/43/NEWS/93

J. R.
enjoying
the
Papacy

— Arden

TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK SRI LANKA

— Mervyn de Silva
ISLAM: chandra Muzaffar, Kul_dip Nayar, Abdur Rauf

L.T.T.E. AND PEACE TALKS — « m. de siva_




)

ts your move



News Background

VIOLENCE: THE SOUTH ASIAN WAY

Mervyn de Silva

Few countries in this violence-prone
post-Cold War world have been
rocked by lwo political assasinations an
this scala in less than ten days. Yel, the
transition has been surprisingly orderly.
Evidently, the Sri Lankan political-systam
can still absorb such shatiering blows. But
this is no reason to underestimate the
gravity of these threats to the island's
peace and siability,

In highly charged situalions of this kind
what is relevant is not what the investiga-
tions establish or who will be indicted but
whal the public believes. And there's little
doubt that while the Athulathmudali killing
has prompted many theories, almost all
“politically” coloured, there is not much
speculation about the Premadasa assasi-
nation. All the information in the press,
particularly the “deep penetration” of the
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Premadasa household, which took at
least two years, and the final suicidal
deed, showedthe unmistakable signature
of the LTTE, the world's most highly
motivated separalist rebel organisation.

Did the LTTE planinclude an anti-Tamil
backlash? On Tamil opinion, lhe
Madras-based HINDUis undoubladly the
most well-informed. Tamil sources argue,
cbserved the HINDU's Colambo
carrespandent, V. Jayanth, “whether or
not the LTTE is behind this assasination,
they can be expected to strike agsin,
possibly in Colombo, and it may not be
a personal or political target, They say that
o divert attention, the Tigers may try to
provoke an ethnic or communal outbreak
in Sr Lanka to aftract international
attention. That has been their pattern and
they will whip up communal clashes and
whip up sympathy for the Tamils and
project themselves as saviours..".

With “refugee-fatigue”, as it is termad
in  Europe, US, and ‘white'
Commonwealth countries, official support
for ‘refugees’ in general is on the decline.
This is cedainly clear in the all-important
U.5. as | saw for myself when talking to
leading personalities of the "expat" Tamil
community, including Prof, Benadict, the
founder of the "Tamil Sangam”, the first
such bady in the U.5,

The “backlash" theory was reinforced
by the same paper the next day.
Correspondent Jayanth wrote “The Sr
Lankan security forces assured Tamils
living in and around Colombo that there
was no reason lo panic .... Security has
been strengthened....”

The President, Mr. D.B. Wijetunge was
quile clear in his mind on the Tamil
problem and the LTTE threat:

“It is more a terrorist problem not an
ethnic one. Terrorism is a global
phenomenon now. Weexpectthe LTTE
to come to seme terms. They must tell
us what they want. They are a group
fanatics and extremists"”,

Prasident Wijelunge who was speaking
to foreign correspondents said “our main
objective is to carry on with President
Premadasa's program of work for the next
18 months. The search for a solution to
the ethnic problem will cantinue. He was
particularly anxious to assure foreign
investors that the climate far investment
had in no way changed.

It was left to Minister 5. Thondaman,
CWC boss to charge cerain foreign
correspondents of “adding to the fears of
the minorties by waming of impending
violence against them.

What is abundantly clear now is that
Sinhala political opinion represented
certainly by the two major parties, UMP
and SLFP, have reached consensus
themselves, what ever each may doinany
given situation to maximise its own
advantage by embarrassing the other.....
and needless to add the opposition has
the tactical advantage. It can talk; it nead
nol Do anything.

THE QUIET LEADER

Both as a person and a politician, Prime
Minister D.B. Wijetunge offered a contrast
in style. If President Premadasa was
irrepressibly  combative, his  Prime
Minister was accommodative. If the
President was a compulsive debater
"0.B.", fellow parliamentarans called him
was a good listener.

The happiest hint of quiter era was tha
extraordinary  smoothness  of  the
transition. Both western diplomats and the
international observers now in the island
to watch the Provincial council polls were
deeply impressed by the smoothnass of
the transition. In large measure this was
a direct consequence of the choice of a
successor. As  Prime. Minister, Mr.
Wijetunge had to carry the burden of
managing parliamentary business, and
this was a House quite different from that
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which President JR and Prima Minister
Premadasa had to cope. Both had tha
huge advantage of a five-sixths majority,
withthe traditional rival, the SLFP reduced
to B seats. As both PresidentJR and Prime
Minister Premadasa were to observe, the
SLFF made a fight largely because
Opposition leader Anura Bandaranike
had inherited some of the professional
skils of his father, S.W.R.D.
Bandaranakie, pariamentarian  par
excellence.

The Parliamentary balance was hardly
tilted in that fashion after 1983. The
elections — presidential and
parliamentary — had been conducted in
the midst of “war” — two violent revaolts,
the secessionist LTTE-led insurgency in
the norh and east, and the JVP
insurrection in the South, Both were made
more violent and fiercer by the presence
of a large foraign army, the IPKF.

The UNMF won both but the paolls were
fisrcely fought. The after-effects of these
bitter battles were felt for a long time mast
of all in the House.

Prasident Premadasa picked the right
man, a pary stalwart and a political
veteran, for the post Prime Minister, D.B.
Wijetunge, a2 man who could defuse
tensions notinflame passions — the quite
D.B. Wijglunge. What's more, he picked
a very young man to assist him — Mr.
Ranil Wickremasingha. The “balance”
was perfect. The veteran "D.B."
non-combative and conciliatory, and
yaung Ranil Wickremsingha, Boyal and
Law Colleges, not only skilled in debate
but a lawyer with a sound knowledge of
parliamentary procedure, Erskine May
and all that. The balance was evident not
in age and backgound but in the
contrasting  constituencies — the
upcountry Kandyan, and cosmopolitan
Colombo.

The vote would have been by secret
ballat. With the opposition and most of all,
the SLFP deeply (and publicly) tam by
internal, ideclogical, and family disputes,
the anti-UNP forces would have been
foolish to field a candidate against the
non-controversial, Prime Minister
Wiietunge. The post-1389 Leader of the
House has been rewarded for his services
to party and Presidency.

THE SMOOTH CHANGEOVER

rime Minister Ranil Wickremasingha
has now seconded the President's
motion. In his TV broadcast, the Minister
made it clear that there will be continuity
in UNP paolicy. Since Prime Minister

Wistunge  was  also  President
Premadasa's Finance Minister, the
emphasis on the  government's
economic policy in- Mr.  Ranil

Wickremasinghe's speech was doubtless
marked by the business community, the
agencies (IMF, Warld Bank and donors)
and the island's Investors.

With provincial pells round the comer,
the stress on economic policy and
performance was doublless deliberate.
Though some traces of ideoclogical
confusion can still be seen in the lately
formed P.E.P., the SLFP-led alliance, it
is in announcing a clear econamic paolicy
that this new version of tha 1570 United
Froni, faces some obvious difficullies.
How MWOT to be capitalist!! How to ba
DIFFEREMNT fromihe UNP. Itis often easy
to do so in politics, even ideclogy, but
rarely in the field of economic palicy.

In the case of the post 1877 UNP (that
is, JA and after) continuity is quite easily
recognised. You cannat fool about with
economic  strategy. What President
FPremadasa did was to carry JR-ism inta
the rural areas. On a small scale, he
adopted tha Chinese strateqy, now mare
dramatically used by the Vielnamesea —
using foregin investment to introduce
capitalism to the rural, semi-rural areas.

The ideclogues still” describe as
“spcialism” — the same aims achievad
by a different method. In President
Premadasa's case, it was all a part of his
populism, something of the old 1956
Bandaranaike-ism what SAARC
Chairperson Begum Khalada Zia called
“pro-people”. The rest is South Asian
paolitics on a tiny island-scale.

There seems 1o be some fever in the
South Asian blood that no social scientist
can fully diagnose nor any statesman
cure. This may explain why the
imaginative writer rather than the dry,
proper academic seems to have a surer
grasp of the dark forces unleashed by
nationalistic, racial and religious conflict.
As Ryszard Kapuscinski observes in a
comment on the latest book on the Sri
Lankan crisis, William McGowan's ONLY
MAN IS VILE, itis *a deep and harrowing
partrait of the Asian drama... the world
which wea may live in if the commonsanse,
rationality and high human values do not
prevali.”

Long before he ventured into nalional

politics, Premiadasa seems to have found
ananchorin Buddnist precept. Tothe very
end, nonetheless, he retained something
of the natural aggression of the “outsider”.
Casta made him so.

A distinguished prime minister of India
and his political party regarded casle
impartant enough an issue to be given
high pricrity in the electoral agenda. That
could not happen in Sr Lanka, the
dhammadeepa, the island of the doclring,
the Buddha's rational, humane teachings
“banished” from its bidhplace. The Sn
Lankans are the ‘chosen people’, the
carefully selected custodians of the
dhamma preached by the Enlightened
ane. Man is judged by his actions.

And yet caste exists, a sublerranean
farce, often assuming subtler forms and
deceptive guises. But the myth of its
non-existence is sustained by some
quaint canversational habits. Alphabetics|
games, far instance. “ls ha actually G7"
¥ really don't know but his mother is
definitely K?' "G" is an easily
decipherable “cods” for goigama.
Meaning farmer, the largest of course in
an primarily agricultural socialy. "K"
stands for “karava" the fishing community.
Mr. Premadasa was neither.

Since democracy is a numbers game,
the caste compasition of any constituency
was logically an impoertant consideralion
in the choice of a party candidate in the
island's highly competitive and lively
glectoral politics.

With the obvious exception of Mrs
Sirima Bandaranaike, a product of St
Bridgets Convent, Colombo, an elite
Cathaolic school, fhe prime ministers
including Mr. J.R. Jayawardene, later
president, came from two schools —
Royal College and St. Thomas's College,
Colombo., Mot Mr. Premadasa. Did
Premadasa study at 5t. Joseph's College
Colombo, the male counterpart of St
Bridgets. Much investigative journalism,
supported by some semi-academic
research, was deployed lo prove that
Premadasa was a fraud who had never
known the portals of St, Joseph's College.
His funeral procession however was
proudly led by the sixth formars of St
Josephs.  Though trivial, these
biographical details are useful in
understanding what seemed his natural
aggression, and often  abrasive
personality.

Casle has been a stronger formative
force of modem Sri Lankan politics than
class. It is certainly one explanation for the
dismal failure of the Manrdst left. Before



independeance (1948) and certainly in the
first two (2) postindependence decades
the Marxist “left" not only controlled tha
trade unions but dominated the
intellectual debate and contributed most
to the national political agenda. But
histary, with some help fromthe farsighted
Eritish, chose {o cheat the Marxists.

Once the British withdrawal from India
had become inevitable, there was no
futher need for Ceylon, except for
Trincomalee and some defence facilities.
It was characteristic of the British to make
their necassary withdrawal logk [ke a
reward for the good behaviour of the
"model colony”. The  nafionalist
movement became a post-independence
rather pre-independence phenomenon.
And as wusual, a subjective factor
reinfarced the objective need. When Mr.
Saloman Weast Ridgway Dias
Bandaranalke, Prime Minister (D.5.
Senanayake's loyal deputy) realised that
“the ald man" had his son, Dudley, in mind
a5 a successor, Bandaranaike quite the
UNP and formed his own Sr Lanka
Freedom Party. SWRD thought he did not
do too well at the 1952 polls but he did
betler than the established Marmxist lefi,
Just four years later he trounced the
mighty UNP, He prodeced a heady policy
cocktaill from an anti-colonial, Sinhala-
Buddhist nationalism, a  weliarist
radicalism, and a dynamic nonalignent,
From the Marxisls, he borrowed many
ideas, nationalisation most of all. But by
making Sinhala the only official language,
he unwittingly planted a time-bomb with
a surprisingly short fuse.

The young Premadasa, an early
admirerof Bandaranaike and of thelabour
leader, A.E. Goonesingha, was smart
enough to lean from both and borrow
ideas selectively. Born in  suburban
Colombo, he grew up in a district which
had many communiies — Sinhaless,
Tamils, Muslims, Dutch Barghers,
Malayalees, Buddhists, Christians and
Hindus. The environment as well as the
glectoral demands of such a mixed
constituency fashioned his thinking.
Besides he was a "minority” constituent
ioo, caste-wise. Long before
“multi-ethnic” and pluralism and the
nature of the Sri Lankan “polity” had
enterad the Sr Lankan discourse, he
knew what it meant. Hence the praise that
was showered on him at his funeral,

The two anti-systemic movements
which ravaged the island, threatening
both the State and the country's territorial
integrity have underdined the role of caste
and its mobilising power. The leadership
of the JVP (peoples liberation front) which
took 1o arms in 1971 (seventy one) was
nan-goigama. With a brave but naive,

romantic adventurism, they raised the
banner of Che Guervara but beneath it
was a gut-hate of the goigama dominated
ruling elite. And this elite included not just
the rughtwing UNPF. The governmeant was
a coalition led by Mrs Bandaranaike and
the twe main Marxist paries, the
(Tratskyist) LSSP and the pro-Soviet CP.

The JVYP theoreticians (Wijeweera had
studied at Lumumba) spoke of "class
struggle” but it was obvious that they had
identified the enemy as the Westemised
goigama elile. In that sense Mr.
Prabhakaran was the other side of the
same ideclogical coin, His foe, initially,
was not the Sinhala stale but the
English-educated veffala (upper caste)
federal party. The first impartant victim
was the English-educated Mayor of
Jailna,

When the JVP re-emerged in the late
gighties  (B0's) its batile-cry was
anti-Indian. The presence of the IPKF
aftar the India-Sr Lanka Peace Accord,
a Jayawardene initiative which Prime
Minister Premadasa opposed, found the
JYP  re-emerge as  Sinhala-Buddhist
patriots, branded Pol Pattists by the major
Marxist parties.

JVP-LTTE

The JVP reign of terror was answered
by a ferocious counter-terror that just
about created conditions for presidential
polls. The astute Jayawardene did not
repeat not hesitate 1o nominate
Fremadasa. [t left Mational Security
Minister, Lalith Athulathmudali and the

Lands Minister Gamini Dissanayake
uttarly dejected. They were true
representatlives of the upper-class

professional class which had always
delermind UNP policy. But Jayawardene
knew what he was doing. On anti-elitism
and Sinhala-Budhist paltriclism
(Premadasa criticised the ‘accord’ in the
name of national sovereignty) the JVP
could nol  repeat  outmanacueve
Premadasa. He  defealed Mrs.
Bandaranaike, crushed the JVP and
found Mr. V.P. Singh responsive to his
denand for the phased pull-out of Indian
lroops. The UNP also won the
parliamentary polls.

Instinctively, Mr. Premadasa seems to
have concluded that the LTTE was only
a Tamil JVP. His guasi-alliance basad on
a mutual hostility 1o the IPKF (and “big
brother” India) was lounded on a grievous
(and now tragic) misreading of the LTTE
mind. SAARC gave him an arena whare
he could an arena larger than the Sri
Lankan where he could display his
strangths boundess  energy,
project-oriented hard work, SAARC and
Mr. Narasingha Rao opened the way to
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qualitative  improvement in  Indo-Sri
Lankan relations.
The disappointed duog, Mr.

Athulathmudali and Mr. Dissanayake
masterminded an impeachment plot
which proved aborive. President
Fremadasa reminded this writer of the
Sinhala cook whao flavours the ries with
a leaf called rampay. Once it is ready, the
rampay is thrown away. He was in no
mood, he assured me, to play the part aof
the rampay. Beated, Messrs
Athulathmudali and Dissanayake formed
the DUNF, a third force. With the
assasination of Athulathmudali (the LTTE
is also a suspect) the DUNF's fortunes are
poorer, the only winner is tha LTTE.

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike has drawn the
right lesson. If the culture of the gun is
not eradicated, the very existence of
democracy and the nation are at state. So
says Vaclav Havel in his statement calling
for a “world wide struggle against
terrorism in all its forms". But it is the
SAARC Chairpersan  conveyed the
carrect message, “Let us join hands in
combatting mindless  violence and
senselaess lerrorism”. On the terrain of
ethnic and other conflicts, terrorism grows
easily but its success has much to da with
inter-state tensions, with each regime
advancing its own interests, often using
lerrorism or terrorists as instruments of
policy. The murder of Rajiv Gandhi and
Pramadasa demonsirates that it is the
third force, weakest in the conventional
sense, that gains the most,

Sri Lanka Identified
As An Emerging Market

In a major study of Asia's investment
prospects Sri Lanka has been idantified as
an emerging Market. China, Hong Kong and
South Korea are viewed as the most
important markels in Asia for lengterm
investment, according lo a survey by
Euro-money®. Vietnam was named as
newly-emerging market with the most
exciting long-term potential,

Within Asia, the survey revealed that
investors allocated 84.5 per cent in the
developed markets — Hong Kong,
Singapora, Malaysia and Thailand — and
15.43 per cent in emerging markets, such
as Bangladesh, Ching, Indonesia, Taiwan,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Korea, and
the Fhilippines. Some 0.07 per cent was
placed in "dormant or Incubating” markets
which include Brunei, Macau, Papua New
Guinea, Vietnam, Bhutan, Laos, Cambodia
and Myanmar.

* Asian Investment Survey 1953, Euromoney
Publications, Nestor House, Playhouse Yard,
London EC4Y SEX: BSQ,



FOREIGN REPORTS

Murders Set to Bring Passions to the Boil

Stefan Wagstyl and Mervyn de Silva

n his last speech before being

killad by a terrarist bomb at the weekend,
the late President Ranasinghe Premada-
sa of 5r Lanka issued a grim challenge
to his political enemies: “Assassinate ma
by whatever means but please do not
assassinate my character”.

Sueh is the violent nature of Sri Lankan
politics that the president’'s fatal wish was
fulfiled during a May Day parade last
Saturday. A tough streetiighting populist,
who preferred village life to mixing with the
elite of Colombo, Mr Premadasa died, as
he had lived, milling with a crowd.

The president was assassinated by a
suicide bomber just over a week after one
of his main political rivals, Mr Lalith Athula-
thmudali, was shot dead at an slection
rally. '

The prime suspacts for both killings are
the Tamil Tigers, the commaon name for
the LTTE separalist movemeant which has
been fighting for more than a decade for
a home land in northem Sri Lanka for the
minarity Tamil community, in defiance of
the majarity Singhalese.

Although the LTTE has denied respo-
nsibility, police say the evidence seems
ta point 1o the Tigers.

Whether or not the Tigers were respo-
nsibla, the assassinalions raise serious
guestions about SriLanka's fulure political
stahbility, If violence spreads it could unde-
rming the hard-won economic success
thathas made SriLanka's living standards
the envy of other developing nations.

A crucial test will be how Sri Lankans
behave on Thursday at the president's
publicfuneralin Colombo and at provincial
assembly elections due laler this month.

As Mr Gamini Dissanayaks, a close
associate of Mr Athulathmudali, says:
“The assassination of both the president
and Mr Athulathmudali add up to a natio-
nal crisis. It sends entirely the wrong

signals to the world™.

Much will depend on how S Lanka's
politicians react. Mr Premadasa was an
autharitarian  ruler whose departure
leaves a vacuum at the top of the ruling
UNF pary.

He came from a poor background and
was regarded as an oulsider by the politi-
cal elite, such as Mr Athulathmudali, a
former president of the Oxford Union. But
the UNP could not afford to do without Mr
Premadasa's rapport wilth the island's
rural masses.

Mr Premadasa became president in
1988 at a low pointin the UNP's fortunes,
just after the signing of an unpopular
agreement with India which let India put
60.000 troops into Sri Lanka to try to tame
the Tamil Tigers. Many Singhalese
showed their resentment by supportingan
armed nationalist insurgency. Mr Prema-
dasa was judged by UMP chiefs to be the
only man to win back the disaffected
Singhalese.

He largely succeeded, primarily by se-
curing departure of the Indian troops,
though also with some tough repressive
measures against the insurgents. He also
gave strong impelus 1o a long-running
ecanomic reform programme,

He pushed ahead with privalisation, cut
import tarifls and overhauled the financial
markets in a bold effort to open Sri Lanka
to domestic competition and foreign inve-
stment.

The economy grew at an average
annual rate of 5 percent in the three years
to 1992 — a creditable achievemeant given
the cost of the war against the LTTE.
Foreign investment soared from under $
50m (£ 32.4m) a year in the mid-1580s
to around § 200m last year.

However, the price of success was a
revaltinthe UNP, led by Mr Athulathmuda-
li, wha led a breakaway group which tried

to impeach Mr Premadasa, They failed
last year, resigned their seais io create
a new party, the DLUNF, which claimed to
be the true inheritor of UNP ideals.

The split left the way open for a revival
in the fortunes of an alliance of socialist
opposition parties headed by the SLFP,
led by the veteran former prime minister,
Mrs Siima Bandaranaike, matriarch of a
leading palitical family whose own hu-
sband had also been murdared when
prime minister (in 1959).

A month ago, Mrs Bandaranaike was
poised to do well in the forthcoming provi-
ncial election. Than, Mr Athulathmudali's
death crealed sympathy for the DUNF.
Maow, the ruling UNP hopes for a boost.

In Colombo, white flags, signs of mou-
ring for the president, fluttered around
many buildings; but earlier, fire-crackers
had been set off in some districts to cele-
brate his deparura,

A senior government official said the
UMNF had rallied around Mr D B Wijetunga,
the acting president. He sald MrWijelunga
would now have little difficully securing a
parliamentary majority allowing him to
stay in office until the end of Mr Premada-
sa's term in Decembar, 1994,

Whether or not they carried out the
kilings, the LTTE could profit from the
confusion. A caretaker governmentisunli-
kely to give as strong leadership to the
fight against the Tamils as Mr Premadasa.
Also, Mr Premadasa advocated a two-
-prang policy of armed action coupled with
tentative efforts at political dialogue.

The senior official said the new gove-
rmment may now face a backlash from
Singhalese demanding revenge against
the Tigers. Such demand could play into
the LTTE's hands by revivinginternational
concem about the Tamils— not least from
India.

Financifal Times



Death Strikes a Steely President

Jefferson Penberthy

n the conflict over Sri Lanka. The

suicide bomber has become a grisly
artisan of terror. Knowing that, President
Hanasinghe Premadasa had many bo-
dyguards, as always, at a May Day march
last Saturday in a northern neighborhood
of Calombo, the capital. But thay were of
no avail in preventing a human bomb from
penetrating the security cordon. A huge
explosion followed. So chaolic and grim
was the scene, with parts of bodies blown
all over the Armours Street Junction, that
for a time no one was sure whether Pre-
madasa, 68, was among them. First re-
ports had him whisked away to home or
to a hospital. Then, hours later, the dark
truth: “The President's enlire staff are
dead. He is no more”, announced a sha-
ken presidential aide, Evans Cooray,
whosa own life had been saved whan he
moved away from the naisy procession
totake amaobile telephone call. The impact
of the blast was so large that it had taken
more than two hours for the President's
personal physician lo identify what was
left of Premadasa’s bedy.

Al least 17 people were killed, and
scores wera injured. "The place was a
shambles. There were arms, limbs and
human fizsh all over the place”, said
Sydney Chandrasena, a television produ-
cer at the scene. Exactly whathad happe-
ned was not immediately clear. Some

eyawilnesses said a man on a bicycle
carrying a porlable radio rode up 1o Pre-
madasa and his staff as the President
prepared to greet the march. Others repo-
rted that a motorcyclist with explosives
slrapped to his body crashed into the

group.

Colombo police were sure of one thing,
however: the kiling was the work of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the
Tamil guerrlla army that has fought a
savage 10 year separatist warin the north
eastern provinces of the [sland. Thea
modus operandi was thal of a fanatic
L.T.T.E. suicide squad known as the
Elack Tigers. In 1991 a woman L.T.T.E.
suicide bomber, Dhanu, Killed former
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at an
election rally near Madras, oul ol fear that
he could again involve India in the Sri
Lankan war. On the teardrop island itself,
suicide bombings have become frequent.
Among many: in 1991 a car bomb wre-
cked the couniry’s joint operations co-
mmand headqguariers in Colombo, Killing
20, and last November .a motorcyclist's
bomb killed the Sr Lankan nawvy chief,
Admiral Clarence Fernando, nearthe mili-
tary headquarers. As usual, the LT.T.E.
guickly denied involvement in last week's
killing.

“The government blames the LT.T.E.

A Hole in Sri Lanka

eak countries need strong leaders

to hold them together, and strong
leaders leave large holes when they leave
iheir jobs. So Sri Lanka, after the assassi-
nation of its president, Ranasingha Pre-
madasa, on May 1si, is a weak country
with a big empty space in the middle of
it= government. This is a dangerous posi-
tion to be in.

For a cily that has seen plenty of viole-
nce, Colombo was curiously calm alter Mr
Premadasa’s death. That may be becau-
se people have got so used to killings:
after the murder of Lalith Athulathmudali,
one of S Lanka’s two main opposition
leaders, on April 23rd, the assassination
of the president who some suspected of
involvement in his rival's killing was no
great surprise. And there is, as yet, nobo-
dy clearly to blame. The police have indi-
cated that they believe the Tamil Tigers
were responsiole forthe bomb, but people

are sceptical: Mr Premadasa was the
closest thing the Tigers had to a political
friend. Still, Tamil shops in some areas
closed. Memaries of the 1983 riots, when
thousands of Tamils wera butchered in
Colombao, are lively.

Mr Premadasa's five years in office
have left Sri Lanka with a taste of the best
and the worst that it can do. The south
and west of the island have prospered.
Liberal aconomic policles, including dere-
gulation of trade, financial services, and
privatisation, have created a flourishing
zone of small industies — clathes-ma-
king, shoes, toys — of just the sorl that
a poor country needs. In tha past two
years, tourism, the country’s single bi-
gges! earnar, has ravived.

The east and the north, where maost of
the Tamils live, are a different country.
Violence has blighted the economy. Five
years ago tha northern peninsula, Jaffna,

for everything”, said Paris-based spoke-
sman Lawrence Thilakar. "But Premada-
sa had enemies everywhera".

Hours after Premadasa's death, Dingiri
Banda Wijetunga, 71, the ruling United
Mational Party’s unassuming Prime Mini-
ster, was swom in as acting President,
and a 16-hour curfew was clamped on the
entire island to curb further mayhem. Pu-
blic reactions to Premadasa’s death wera
mixed. Some celebrated the news by
sefting off fireworks in parts of Colombo
and particularly in the south of the country,
where government death squads in 1888
had mercilessly put down a rebellion led
by the People' Liberation Front (J.V.P.),
a Sinhalese extremist group opposed 1o
India's invelvement in the nation's affairs.

The President's killing came just eight
days afler the assassination of his former
party rival and opponent, Lalith Athula-
thmudali, a popular Oxford-educated la-
wyer who since 1991 had led the breaka-
way Democratic United Mational Front.
Athulathmudali, 57, was shot five times in
the stomach and chast by an unidentified
gunman at a local election rally at Kirula-
pona on the eastern outskirts of Colombo.
While the government blamed his death
also on the Tigers, D.U.N.F. officials’had
accused Premadasa of involvement, lea-
ding fo political unrest in the capital.

Time

used to be a cosy place, with naatly kept
houses and well-maintained streats, Now
the Tamil Tigers run a totalitarian state,
blockaded by troops, withaut electricity,
running waler or sewers, and often short
of food.

Inthe past decade of war, terrorists and
soldiers have killed tens of thousands of
civilians. About 500,000 Sri Lankans, out
of a population of 17m, are reckoned to
have left the country because of the war.
But over time Mr Premadasa’s approach
to the problem changed: foreign pressure
and the failure of the military solution to
terrorism combined to persuade him that
the army needed to be discouraged from
indiscriminate killing. According to huma-
n-rights workers, the number of people
disappearing has dropped from 6,000 a
yearin 1989 to around 60 last year.

Mr Premadasa tried to close the gap
between Sinhalese and Tamils. He reve-
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rsed some of the laws on language and
education which discriminated against
Tamils, and took to visiting some of the
Tamils' Hindu temples, even altempting
the odd public statement in Tamil. He set
up a select committee with the job of trying
to devise a political settlement to the
problem of Tamil separatism;: but it got
nowhere.

The government has been quick io say
that it plans to conlinue the economic
policies that have pleased businessmen
and keptthe country relatively well-off. But
Mr Premadasa's approach to the Tamil
guestion is less likaly to be followed. His
belief that compromise might be possible
and necessary had few followers in the
ruling United National Party (UNP).

It did not bother Mr Premadasa that he
was disliked by most politicians, including
many in his own party. He paid little atte-
ntion to his cabinet, taking most decisions
by himself and keeping ministers in igno-
rance. Most colleagues of any stalurs
wera forced out of the party or left of their
own accord-like Lalith Athulathmudali,
once a UNP nalional-security minister,
who tried to impeach Mr Premadasa.

As a result, the UNP, which has run Sri
Lanka since 1977, is weak and demorali-
sed. Mr Premadasa had groomed no su-
ccessor. Dingiri Banda Wijetunga, who
has been appointed acling president and
will probably get the job premanently be-
cause the UNP has enough votes in pa-
riament to secure it for him, is an unassu-
ming 71-year-old compromise candidate.
(It may, however, be worth remembering
that Indira Gandhi became prime minister
of India as a compromisa candidate who
others thought they could manipulate.)

Sri Lankans, who have lost two of their
three main political leaders within eight
days, will be asked their opinion of the
remaining politicians at provincial ele-
ctions cn May 17th. A presidential election
is due next year, and parliamentary ones
in 1995,

The persistence of elections is perhaps
cdd. Democracy might be expected to
collapse under such pressure. But Sri
Lanka, which held its first general election
with universal sufirage under the British
in1931, hasstuck doggedlytothe system.

Perhaps it is because Sri Lanka's politi-
cians have, in the past, been people of
some stature, and the army used 1o be
kept small. But the army has more than
quadrupled in size during the war, from
26,000 in 1982 to 112,000 in 1992, and
at least within the UNP, the stalure of the
politicians has shrunk. Probably some
palitician er party will grow to fill the hole
that Mr Premadasa has left. But if the
chaos continues, the attitude of the army
will ba worth watching.

Economist

Did the Tigers Stalk Him?

L took a full half hour for the

Government and the police to realisa
that President Premadasa was no more,
since none of his security personnel was
ta be seen in the vicinity of the explosion
that shook Central Colombao that black
Saturday.

The first premise was that Premadasa
hadbeen escorted out safely from the site.
The then Prime Minister, Mr. D.B. Wijetu-
nga, and other Ministers were in differant
segmants of the May Day procession,

When the police could not trace Prema-
dasa anywhere, thay immediately alerted
the then Industries Minister and Cabinet
spokesman, Mr. Ranil Wickeramasinghe,
who was at the head of the procession,
which was continued for quite some time
after the assassination.

Mr. Wickeramasinghe took a Rupavahi-
ni vehicle nearby to the Defence Ministry
office to monitor the situation. A quick
contact with all the hospitals and the
Fresident's residence made it warse, be-
cause Premadasa had not reached
anywhera, Then came the realisation.

All the Presidential bodyguards and
aides along with Premadasa had been
wiped out in the explosion set off by a
suicide bomber riding a bieyele. The Presi-
dent’s body was not immediately idanti-
fied. Only atthe morgue could they identify
his nose, tha watch and ring — to confirm
the lurking suspicion.

Mr. Wickeramasinghe thought quickly
and wisely too. Orders went out to send
commandos to isclate the Prime Minister
and escort him safely o the Presidential
Secretariat.

Mrs. Hema Premadasa was away in
Kandy and a helicopter was rushed to
bring her back at once and then break the
news to her. Curfew was clamped throu-
ghout Sri Lanka and Mr. Wijetunga sworn
in the acting Prasident, as per the Consti-
tution.

There were striking similarities between
the assassinations of the former Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, and the Sri Lankan
Prasident, Premadasa. Both were carried
out with precision by “human bombs" and
had the limited effect of wiping out the
immediate circle around the targets, who
were unfortunately sitting ducks trying to
be with the people they loved.

By a strange coincidence, Ranasinghe
Premadasa's last public meeling, an ele-
ction rally, was in suburban Kirillapane on

Friday night. Exactly a week befare, the
Opposition leader, Lalith Athulathmudali,
was gunned down by another assassin
in the same suburb. This again reminds
one of both Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Ga-
ndhi's farewell visits to Orissa before mee-
ting with their end.

Like Indira Gandhi's emolional speach
pledging to shed haer last drop of blood
for the country, Premadasa told the Kirilla-
pone audience: "Assassinate me by wha-
tever means, butplease donotassassina-
te my character — an asset | have ireasu-
red from childhood.”

Premadasa was not balisved to be on
the LTTE hitlist, only because the Tigers
knew he was their only hope to retumn to
the negotiating table anytime thay want.
But even after Lalith's assassination, he
would not take the security precautions
his officers prescribed. He had to be in
the middle of the road, with his peo ple and
thal too in his own Central Colombo co-
nstituency — where he imagined he was
safa,

Little did he realise that the assassin,
believed to be a Tamil Tiger, though not
confirmed, moved very freely fortwoyears
in and argund his 'Sucharita’ residence,
cultivating the contacts and wailing for the
right time to strike. He had worked his way
to contacts within the President’s reside-
nce to gain confidence and information.
And siruck a deadly blow an May Day,
slrapped with explosives on his waist.

Somewhere downtheline, his unwritten
understanding with the Tigers had sna-
pped. In a characteristic manner the deci-
sion to get rid of him had been taken well
over two years ago. The assassin had
been selected, acclimatised and allowed
lo integrate in the atmosphere and then
the date must have been set. The police
confess that the slain President could
have been an easy target any time, any
day.

Though the investigations are procee-
ding cautionsly, sources say the only moti-
ve could have been to destabilise the
country and the Govemment, eliminate
many political leaders, create anarchyand
then bargain.

It requires a measured and mature
response on bath the security and the
political fronts, without confusing the terro-
rist menace with the ethnic issue and
restore order and peace in Sri Lanka.

V.l



A Smooth Transition in the Island

V. Jayanth

Apﬂliticarly tall leader, with an
authoritarian grip aver Srl Lanka, gai-
ning in regional and international stature,
has been eliminated. The President, Aa-
nasinghe Premadasa, frash from basking
in SAARC's glary and waiting to test his
popularity thraugh the Provincial Council
elections, was assassinated by a suicide
bomber while organising his United Natio-
nal Party's (LUMNP) May Day rally.

Two quick assassinations in a matter
of eight days have robbed Sri Lanka of
twao towering leaders — Premadasa and
his arch rival, Lalith Athulathmudali,

The Sri Lankan police appear to be in
nao hurry to identify the assassin, though
they are convinced itis yet another deadly
blow inflicted by the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

Mrs. Hema Premadasa, widow of the
assassinated Praesident, vowed at his fu-
neral to serve the people and continue to
wark for his ideals and policies. “My future
andthat of my children lies in your hands,”
she loldthe international audience and the
maurners. Though she may not jump into
the fray right now, Mrs. Premadasa has
made it clear to the UNP that she has to
be accommaodated in the future scheme
ofthings. To Premadasa's supporters, this
must be a shot in the arm.

Transition, a peaceful funeral and pra-
vention of a possible backlash were the
pricrities of the interim administration
under the acting President, Mr.D.B. Wije-
tunga. Every effort was made to achieve
these objectives.

Much to the disappointment of the
OCppostition parties, the ruling UNP mana-
ged the transition vary smoothly and effe-
clively, rallying behind the non-controve-
rsial, soft-spoken but grossly underesti-
mated the then Prime Minister, Mr. Wijetu-
nga.

The country's Parliament subsequently
elected Mr. Wijetunga as the President,
in which office he will continue till January
2,1985, whanthe lerm of Premadasa was
to end.

By making the election through Pariia-
menl, as provided for in the Constitution,
unanimous, the Opposition parties too
nave displayed a spirit of understanding
and cooperation at this hour of crisis.

Such a response at this juncture sets
the tone for a healthy and eonstructive
dizlogue between the Government and

the Opposition — something that was
lacking and considered impossible under
the dynamic, but strong and controversial
leadership of Mr. Premadasa.

There is a sudden feeling of openness,
fresh air and room for compromise or
consensus on the political horizon, One
of tha Opposition leaders, Mr Anura Ba-
ndaranaike, sat the pace for a new effort
to launch a consultative and conceried
approach o end the problem of violence
in Sri Lanka. This comas in the wake of
the realisation that the cult of violence
should be ended and the image of the
island abroad resurected.

A similar offer came from the Damocra-
tic United National Frant (DUNF) leader,
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake — a former UNP
Minister himself, turned rebel. But he
wanted the initiative to come from his
arstwhile colleagueas,

The President, Mr. Wijelunga, is ready
to reach out his hand in cooperation. But
it may take some tima for a political reco-
nciliation to take place, espacially be-
twaen the UNP and the DUNF. The former
Fresident, Mr. J.R. Jayewardene, has
rushed back from New Delhi, and could
provide a behind-lhe-scenes healing
touch.

Soon after assuming office as Presi-
dent, Mr. Wijelunga appointed the Indu-
stries Minister and Cabinet spokesman,
Mr. Ranil Wickeramasinghe, as the Prime
Minister. Mr. Wijetunga has retained the
same leam of 22 Cabinet Ministers with
the same portfolios they held under Pre-
madasa.

Fram an omni present President who
wielded all the powers, the new admini-
stration is expected to decentralise in the
real sense and make the Cabinet Mini-
sters more independent, effeclive and
functional. Premadasa held key portfalios
such as Defence, Policy Planning, Higher
Education and a few others, while Mr.
Wijetunga, as the Prime Minister, was in
charge of Finance and Labour to name
just two. Indications are that a new Fina-
nce Minister will have to be named with
a fresh thrust on Foreign Affairs as wall.
Defence and Security assume special
significance in an atmosphere vitiated by
two successive assassinalions.

There is also this eagerness fo signal
the continuity in policles and programmes
of Premadasa, al least for the next 18
months. To keep the economy going,

attract and retain the foreign investments
thatwere comingin, the new Government
will have to launch a renewed political and
foreign aifairs thrustto reassure the nation
and the international community that Sri
Lanka has the resilience and strength to
overcome this setback and continue with
its policies.

When the pressure from foreign donors
and financial institutions was increasing
on Premadasa himself to find a solution
to the ethnic issue and end the war in the
Marth-East, Mr. Wijstunga will be under
greater stress from all these sources,

Without losing time or worrying about
the political consequencas, the Wijetunga
Government will have to sit together with
the Opposition parties and the minority
groups to hammer out an early and acce-
ptable political solution to the ethnic tu-
ssle. Whether or not the LTTE enters the
negotiations process, a political package
to meet the legitimate aspirations of the
Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese in the
Morth-East, will have to be evolved and
implermented within a time span.

But the first and daunting hurdle ahead
seems 1o be the Provincial Council ele-
ctions, scheduled for May 17, Strangely,
all parties want to go ahead with this pall,
because it could provide the real support
base of each of them in the present politi-
cal scenario where two major contenders
for the mantle have been eliminated.

Once the results of these polls come
in and the relative sirengths and weakne-
ss@s of the political parties are clear, there
could be a pragmalic approach to reconci-
liation. This naturally entails the strengthe-
ning of the democratic process and the
institutions, including Pariament.

Whatever the policies of the Gove-
rmment in power, for which they receive
a mandate, the need of the hour and the
demand from all parties seems to be for
a more democratic, less totalitarian
system of governance, :

The first few months could be crucial
for the new Government and Mr. Wijetu-
nga and his Cabinet will have to impress
the people and the world about their ability
o carry on. Their performance will decide
whether they can eam a fresh mandate
from the people next year or lose out to
the Opposition. Their future is in their
hands and the hope lies in the fact that
they realise this.

Hindu
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Shan, the Long March and Eelam

Dayan Jayatilleke

Bul a revolulionary  movement
required above all, a correct revolutio-
nary theory. That in itself is no guarantee
of success, but is a prerequisite. And
Shan's degmatic adherence to the strat-
egy of the New Democratic Revolution in
a social formation in which the national
bourgeoisie had become hegamonic as
for back as 1956, deprived his parly of lhis
most vital of all preconditions for succe-
ssful praxis. Being an ecleclic and a semi-
plagiarist {so quintessentially Sinhala) Wi-
jeweera inluitively grasped the nalure of
ihe Lankan =social formation and the state
of the Lankan Revolution more correctly
than Shan. Linking that understanding 1o
rancorous secial resentment and Sinhala
athnic prejudice, he spawned in a pa-
roxysmof paranoid rage, amovemeant that
pushed Shan's far behind.

Perhaps it was unaven development
which made it impossible to keep the
various sectors of Shan's party together.
Perhaps it was the 60's. Or because ha
was middle class, middle aged and En-
glish speaking, while his followers wers
not’ Or because he was bleszed with too
happy a family life. Or perhaps it's the
destiny of every rational, radical but
uncreative Marxist party, such as Shan's
wasg, 1o be but the midwife of every de-
pendent society pragnant with its maleva-
lent, marginalised offspring. Or may be he
failed because he was a Tamilin a racist
society.

Shan made two attempts at rectifica-
tion. Atthe Party Congressin'68 and after
his release from Sirima Bandaranaike's
jail in 1972. The first was organizational
and the second political. But they were in
the wrong sequence and too late. The
publication of his essays panned in prison
provided a renewal of recognition and a
degrea of intellectual influence, That his
writings, eminently readable but rather
basic, constituled a literary labour unsu-
rpassed by the Lankan Left leadership, is
asharpindictment of that leadershipitself.

Shan's political destiny was part of the
invalution and implosion of Maocism. Brie-
fly rehabilitated when The Four were in
ascendancy in 1976, the third and perma-
nent coming of Deng Hsiao Peng saw the
final parling of the ways betwean Shan
and the Chinese Communisls. When
Enver Hoxha who had fired the first shot
against Krushchevism — even before the
Chinese parly — correctly concluded

(though notwithouta large streak of secta-
rianism and dogmatism) that Mao and not
just Deng was in error, Shan consistent
and faithful as ever, took up cudgels
against Tirana, From then on his laith had
no rapositony in a ruling Communist Party.
It found an abode in the grouping called
the Revolutionary Intemationalist Mowve-
ment {RIM) the most serous thing about
which was ils relationship with the Peru-
vian Sendero Luminoso. It's perhaps
unsurprising that Shan did not long survi-
ve the disgraceful capture and puerile
exhibitionist antics in custody, of Abimasl
Guzmarn.

Locally, the sporadic attempts by Shan
and that most sincere and exemplary of
old revolutionaries, comrade Wimalapala
(K.V. de Silva), to reunify ‘Marxists-Leni-
nists,” failed, not only because of the
machinations of mannikin Machiavellis
but also becausa the prodigals who retu-
rned home were not immune to the old
temptation of political parricide. If the Bible
had Lankan origins it would have read “In
the beginning was the Ego”. Long before
feminism, in Sri Lanka the personal was
always the political.

Shan was more pedagogue and pole-
micist than theoretician. He did more to
popularize the fundameantals of Marxism-
Leninism than did any olher Lankan Lafl
leader. One of his greatest marits was his
uncompromising and unremmitting idea-
logical struggle against Trotskyism, refa-
rmism, madeam revisionism and the JVYP
(which he had undying suspicion and
contermnpt far and which categorised in his
memoirs as “communal and semi-fa-
scist”), Mo Trotskyist, inthis, tha traditional
homeland of Third World Trolskyism, ever
got the better of him in a polemic — or
came aven close. He flattenad tham all.
As for the 'Colla Road Cligue’, as Shan
scomfully termed the pro-Saviei CP, they
never dared 1o dsbate him, contenting
themselves with meaningful asides about
the publicity he received from the bou-
rgenis Lake House press and insidious
mutierings about his ethnicity, The ‘Masa-
la Vadal' line, was the CP.5.l's and
Athlha's 'ideological’ response to Shan's
anti-revisionist rebellion.

Ideclogically, Shan's weakness was a
Blinkered fundamentalism, Fidel, who to-
day guards the pass al Thermopylae, and
Che, whose purity will never cease to
inspire at tha same time that it shames

us, he turned permanently hostile to, after
an initial sympathy in 1964. He had no-
thing butscepticism, verging on contempt,
for Latin  American revolutionaries.
Gramsci of the diamond intellect, he was
dismissive of, while Althusser (without
whose distinclion between ‘ideclogy’ and
‘theory' one cannot accurately situate
Shan) and Poulantzas counted for no-
thing. Even Dmitrov's landmark speech in
1935 to the Seventh Congress of the
Comintern, which gave the anti fascist
Resistance an invaluable strategic pe-
rspectiva, was ragarded unenthusiastica-
lly by Shan as containing the seeds of
revisionism.  Marxism-Leninism-Maotse
Tung Thought was to him a closed, se-
f-sufficient system — a catechism of ce-
riainities.

Shan's ironclad ideclogy protected him
against a crisis of faith, and the collapse
of the USSR probably burnished it, but it
falls far short of the Jesuilical theoretical
sophistication needed today, 1o spea-
rhead the Marxist Counter Reformation,
glabally. Shan had the faith and the denu-
nciatory fire of a John the Baptist, but
leday the world ‘movement has nead of
an lgnatius Loyaola.

The last decade of Shan’s life spanned
tha most eventful, traumatic and blood
drenched years of this century, for our
country. Blighted by a multiplicity of ilina-
s5es5 (the cure for one which was often
incompatible with another) Shan displa-
yed the stoic fortitude of the rue Commu-
nist. Hendered increasingly inactive by
physical debility, Shan reacted to the ca-
scading horror the only way he could —
by writing, and later, dictating, his
thoughts. These appeared as arficles in
the ‘Lanka Guardian' and ‘Hace & Class'
and of course, in his autobiography. (The
writing of ane should be regarded by all
Left leaders as a mandatory duty and act
of recompense).

* Bhan's place in Tamil politics and his
complex relationship to the Tamil Move-
meant is not for me, a Sinhalese, to judge
or assess at length. Denying the primacy
of the national contradiction and even the
existence of a distinct Tamil nation at the
time some of us were supperting that
national likeralion struggle, Shan, howa-
ver, instinctively sympathised with the re-
course to armed action and guerilla warfa-
re. Tha shock of July 1883 confranted him
with his inescapable Tamil-ness and inse-



ried it, insinuated it into (at least) the
semi-periphery of his consciousness. He
applauded the Tigers' struggle against an
enemy of his that was older than it had
been af Wijaweara's — Indian Expansio-
nism — but he wrote repeatedly and with
a note of increasing desperation against
their flouting of the protocols of People's
War. His attempls to ideologically interve-
ne in and influence the Eelam struggle
were never really successful. Shan, who
suffered polifically among the Sinhalese
petly bourgeois Left for being Tamil, was
to suffer politically among the newly awa-
kenad Tamils, for having beentoointegra-
ted wilh the Sinhalese proletariat.

In Jafina, Shan's Macism had preceded
the Eelam struggle, but Eelam Maocism
was choked in its infancy. Vishvananda-
devan ("Chutta"), its most dedicated and
theoretically literate product and founder
of the MNLFT, disappeared at the hands
of the Navy — another friend we've lost
along the twisting way. T. Santhathiyar of
PLOTE, abducted and killed by Muhu-
ndan's murdercus thugs, EROS leader V.
Balakumar, whom | last met in Shan's
home in 1980, now tailing behind the
Tiger, in the hope of outliving it.

Despite twenty years of Prabakaran's
armed struggle, the extent of territory
liberated’ remains unimpressively mo-
dest by comparative intemational sta-
ndards and the waler, the populace, is
flowing away from the fish. When Praba-
karan finally fails, the myriad reasons for
this will be condensable into ane — he
ignored the iron laws of Peoples War, as
urged upon him by Shan. He should have
had more respect for a man, who had met
Mao, the colossus of protracted guerlla
warfare in the 20th century.

And now, some words of personal grali-
lude, the inadequacy of which is unredee-
med by the awarenss of it, for the Little
Red Book, the Selected Works of Mao,
the polished bamboo badge, the Mao
tunics — all sent thraugh his friend, my
father, or gruffly gifted at our house on his
return from his many trips to China. But
most of all, a debt of gratitude which could
not be publicly acknowledged during his
life time, for such are the rules ofthe game,
observed by anyone but a dilettante:
thanks for the months of shelter and su-
pport during my subterranean years,

From the low-voiced nightime’ conve-
rsations of those months then, a single
phrase of self description utlered after a
pause, by Shan, which remains for me,
his self definition and self-porirait: “In
matters of ideology, | am a Brahmin",
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Non Entits Tale

Part ITI

Our Hero soon found the Caliphate
Wasn't that Omni Potentate

And he had been rather naive to think:
Freed price was free to rise and sink

The Multi-King was Banjo-Suisse

Who pupetted price {o rise and rise

Prompt now allegiance moved to Banjos

Made over Condensaries, Spray-Plants and Ranchos
In a lightning exercise

In retrn, he said, for Expertise

The Expertise was saomewhat mootl

As Hoof and Mouth seon claimed Horn and Hoaf
Muay be this was just what Banjo wanted

As from their Empire, they Suisse-Spray imported

While on TV their Millc Maids feased

Local cows not yet diseaserl

The Caliphate in a Press-Release

Said the Siock Market bouyerd on Banjo-Suisse

The Scarecrows with their village herd
Waited sad eyed till their millc was curd
May be Bio-Tech from Banjo-Suisse

Will compost the curd for Bondo-Teas

Come baclk in triumph to their highland Glen
Hilting the trail with the World Banle men

Having privatised the Public Fate
Sensing a Fate worse than Death awaits
Our Heros in their ravaged land

Banjo, Bondo, and the World Banlc band
Rally forth and give them a hand

To a distant Global Straned

Lets hope they lay their sainted bones
Across the seas and far from home

So that in the fulfilled Triple Grace

Of Third World Myth they tale their place
Having displayed their Triple Style

To us natives Ranlc and File

Yokels, we are left to grudge

Why Want and Hunger will not budge

Thus ends the Tale of the Old School Tie
Banjo, Bondo and the World Barle Guy
Now we down our Harp lest a Royalty

‘They levy jor starring in our Minstrelsy

U. Karunatilake




THE J. R. YEARS — 2

Delusions of Grandeur

Arden

hen Alexander Borgla was electad

Pope he said "Mow that we have the
papacy let us procead to enjoy it". J.R.
Jayewardene, at last prime minister after
33 yearsinthe wings, said “l have climbed
the greasy pole” (echoing Disraell's jubi-
lant exclamation when he became prime
minister of Britain). His euphoria was
unbounded and delusions of grandeur
soon assailed him. On his 71st blrihday,
which was afewweeks aflerhe was sworn
in, he declared a general amnesty for
prisoners, a prerogative of ruling mo-
narchs, not customarily available to ele-
cted polilicians temporarily in office. Soon
it became obvious that his obsession with
identifying himselfwith royalty was an ides
fixe!

The constitution was amended making
tha incumbent prime minister the presi-
dent and executive head of the gove-
rnment. It was enacted that wherever in
any statute the words “prime minister”
occurred the word “president” should be
read. He was going o eat his presidential
cake while confinuing to hold on to his
prime ministerial one. It was also provided
for the executive president to hold ministe-
rial rank and administer departments like
any ordinary cabinet minister, The execu-
tive presidency was a hotchpotch institu-
tiontailored to the personal idiosyncracies
and ambitions of Jayewardene.

The prasident revived a custom of the
ancient kings of Sri Lanka of participating
ina paddy cultivation ceremany known as
the vap magula. This was to become a
reqular feature in his official life,

A resplendent uniform of red and black |

was daesigned for the guards at the presi-
dential palace. A SUN reporter took a
picture of brassware wom by these
guards which bore the letters ER, obviou-
sly left over from pre-republic days, The
SUN carried the picture causing public
amusement. The Daily News published
Jayewardene's comment: “The letters
should really have been JR for Junius
Eex". He was not really joking.

A rupee coin was minted and put into
circulation with Jayewardene's head on it.
Fretly heady stuff for an elected politician
while still in office. At the army tattoo in
the Anuradhapura Stadium, he was repo-

rted to have said: “1 am a king all right,
with all the powers of a king, but | shall
never exercise these powers”. (The
govemment-owned Daily Mirror of 18
Cctober 1978). The same paper on 17
October carried a correction. What he had
really said was: "parliament has given me
the powers of a king, but | am not a king”.
He protested too much. His kingly powers
existed only in his imagination.

Many years later, at the Commonwealth
Summit held in October 1985 in Nassau,
he is still on the theme. Addressing his
bemused Commonwealih colleagues he
said:

"Our recorded history is ancient, and

goes back in an unbraken sequence to

the arrival from Morth India of King

Vijaya in 543 B.C. There have been

ruling our country since then, kings and

queens of various races and dynasties

— Sinhalese, Indians, Cholas and Tele-

qu, British — Hanover and Windsor —

and two Presidents, one selected in

1972 and myself, elected in 1977 and

1982, the 193rd in this long and unbro-

ken line of heads of state, possibly the

oldest of itz kind and unigue in the
world™,

(It was typical that he should have got
it wrong. Since the last king before the
British occupalion was the 191st, Jayawa-
rdene could not cast himsalf as 193rd “in
this leng and unbroken line” unless he
omitted the Hanovers and the Windsors
of whom there were nine® from 1815 to
1872). While all this information was, no
doubt, of unending interest to Jayewarde-
ne, his distinguished audience could
hardly have failed to be distressed and
embarrassed by the posturings of this vain
old man,

On 20 October 1986, addressing the
students of Richmond Callege, in Galle,
we find him saying: "l am trying my best
to be a just ruler (sic)". Calvin R, de Silva
(whose 1972 constitution was the imme-
diate cause of the Tamil leaders' decision
to take up arms against the government)

* George Il {1815 — 1820) George IV 1820 —
1830) William IV (1830 — ) Victora (1837
— 1201) Edward VIi (1201 — 1910) Gearge
WV (1910 — 1936) Edward VIl {1836) George
VI (1938 — 1952} Elizabeth Il (1852 — 1972)

said of the 1878 constitution that under
its terms it was well-nigh impossible to get
rid of an incumbent president even if ha
were guilly of grave misconduct or rende-
rad incapable by physical or mental
illness. “We may have to put up with not
merely a bad president but even with a
mad prasident” was the way he put it.

In his address to the 28th sessions of
the U.M.P. Presiden! Jayewardene clai-
med he was “above both parliament and

the- judiciary”. (The Island 27 February
1985).

On 8 August 1984 President Jayewa-
rdene addressed a conference of the
world's attorneys-general held in Colo-
mbo. On this occasion he quoted from a
private letter written by Abraham Lincaln
in which Lincoln said that his oalh to
preserve the American constitution impa-
sed on him the duly lo take even uncaonsti-
tutional measures to preserve the nalion.
(The Island 9 August 1984).

This letter clearly had made a lasting
impression on Jayewardene for, a few
weeks laler, addressing the Magistrates
‘Courts Lawyers' Association, he referred
to it again, adding that "there were occa-
sions when in the clash of arms the laws
were silent”. (silent enim leges inler arma
Cicera; Pro Milone).

During World War [lin Britain Lord Atkin,
in Liversidge v. Anderson (1942), said: "In
this country, amid the clash of arms, the
laws are not silent. They may be changed,
bul they speak the same language in war
as in peace. It has always been one of
the pillars of freedom, one of the principles
of liberty for which we are now fighting,
that the judges are no respecters of pe-
rsons and stand between the subject and
any attempled encroachment on his libe-
iy by the executive, alert to see that
coercive action is justified in law".

As for the "unconslitutional” step Li-
neoln felt abliged 1o take it was the suspe-
nsion of habeas corpus at a lime of crisis,
In his own words:

"The constitution pravides that..habeas

corpus can only be suspendedin cases

of rebellion or invasion. | have decided
that we have a rebellion, and | have
suspended, in cerfain cases, the writ of
habeas corpus. It is insisted that the
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power to do this is invested not in me
but in Congress. But the constitution is
silent as to which of us is to execute
this power. As Congress was not in
session when rebellion endangaredthe
city of Washington | acted as swiftly as
| could to preserve the city”.

(Gore Vidal: Lincoln. 1984)

In December 1985, the president was
chief guest at the Royal Collega prize
giving. He said: “All | can say is, for good
ar for bad, fallow my example inwaord and
dead. Where you will end | do not know,
but you cannot be (sic) far from the top™.
(Daily News 4 December 1985).

In February 1986 he is back on the
theme of his near-kingship,

Speaking at a farewell ceremony far
one of his secretares, he reminisced
aboul his days at the bar; "H.V. Perera
was there, so was LA, Hajapakse and
E.B. Wikremanayake. All of them became
King's Counsel, excapt myseli. Butl beca-
me president who could make King's Cou-
nsel", (Daily News 26 February, 1988).
Jayewardene could not make King's Cou-
nsal, Whathe could make was President's
Counsel — P.C.'s. ("Polyester cotton, not
silk,” sneared an old-time Queen’s Cou-
nsel).

Keerhisena, a fitter, was convicted of
murder and was sentanced to death by
the High Court of Galle on 13 Seplember
1981. On appeal, lhe sentence was redu-
ced to one of eight years imprisonmeant.
His old father appealed to the president
for clemency for him on the ground that
he needad his son to look after him. The
president called for a report, in the usual
way, from the Minister of Justice. The
report said thal the prisoner had already
received substantial relief and recomme-
nded thatthe presidentshould notinterve-
ne. Normally such recommendations are

routinely accepted. The presidentordered

the prisoner's immediate release, In his
appeal, the prisoner's father had called
the president “"Our only visiole God on
earth”. {(Sunday Cbserver 12 April 1987).

On 31 May 1387 Presidant Jayewarde-
ne speaking at the Biyagama Export Pro-
cessing Zone Said: “For 2500 years we
have held our own with the biggest cou-
niries in the world.... In 1815 we gave over
our kingdom and exchanged the king of
Sri Lanka for the king of Great Britain. |
amthe successar tothatmonarchy™, (Dai-
ly Mews 2 June 1887)

The state-controlled media olten refe-
rred to the president’s address to pariia-
menl as "the throne speech”.

Te

THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S
PRIORITIES

While the new government was being
swam in, the violence that had been bui-
Iding up in the Jaffna peninsula spilled
over into the rast of the country and once
more the Island was engulfed in ethnic
viclence. Unlike Jafina Tamils, the Indian
Tamils had voted for the U.N.P. in the
elections. It was the Indian Tamils that got
the worst of the fresh viclence. The gove-
rament, enjoying its post-eleclion euphe-
ria, was so recklessly out of touch with
events in the country that it was unable
to prolect its Indian Tamil supporiers,
many thousands of whom later joined the
ranks of the separatists of the north. 88
Tamils (mostly Indians) and 30 Sinhalese
died in tha viclence.

On 18 August, almost a month after he
was swom In, Prime Minister Jayewarde-
ne addressing pariiament said: “Tha rea-
son for this conflict | do not know™. This
was a surprising snough confession from
the man who had promised the electorate
to solve the ethnic dispute by calling an
all-party conference (a conference he
never did get dround to calling). Bul it is
clear that the ethnic dispute was a subject
in which Jayewardene was nol greatly
interested and consequently not well info-
rmed about. His lack of interest and lack
of information went on oo long. Thus as
late as September 1981 we find him, as
president, telling 5. Venkat Marayan, se-
nior editor of India Today: “These distu-
rbances arose as a result of (sic) the
murder of over 20 police officials in the
Jafina District, They were largely Sinhale-
se and some Tamils”. (Daily News of 7
September 1981). Had he done his home-
work he would have knownthatattha time
he spoke exactly 20 police officers had
been killed by the terrarists of whom 13
wera Tamils, 1 was a Moslem, and only
6 were Sinhalese, and that the killing of
the palice officers was not the reason for
the canflict but one of the consequances
of the 1972 constitution which, together
with the disdainful refusal of the then
government to dialogue with the Tamil
leaders, caused them to retaliate by indo-
ctrinating the youlh of the peninsula with
a deep hatred for the majority ethnic
group. At the same time they starled a
world-wide propaganda campaign for a
separate state. Albert Speer, in his book
“Insicla the Third Reich”, relates that a few
manths belore the warbegan Hiller addre-
ssing the chiel editors of the German
newspapers said: "Certain events should
be presented in such a light that unco-
nsciously the masses will automatically

come to the conclusion: 'If there is no way
io redress the matter pleasantly, it will
havetobe done by force; we can't possibly
let things go on this way'." The Jafina
leaders could have taken these words as
thair texd.

The president’s lack of information an
the reasons for the ethnic conflict (afiar
four years in office!} was no different from
the insouciance of the previous gove-
rnment.

J.R.Jayewardena wasswominask.M.
and announced his cabinet on 23 July
1977, while a 9@ p.m. to § a.m. curfew was
anin Kandy, Matale, Kegalle, Divulapitiva,
Minuwangoda and Nitambuwa. There
was unrest in Jaffna too but acceding to
arequest from Mr. Amirthalingamthe P.M.
did not enforce a curfew thera.

From the moment he assumed dulies
as prime minister Jayewardene's posiure
became near-dictatorial, even monarchi-
cal.

Solving the ethnic dispute had to wait
— there were more urgent priorities dema-
nding the new P.M.'s attention, High on
the list of these were:

1. silencing all dissent and criticism

from whalever source:

2. crippling the P.M.'s political foes,
chiefly Mrs, Bandaranalks whom ha
regarded as his mast charismalic
and therefore mostdangerous polit-
cal opponent:

3. enacting a new constitution making
him an all-powerful ruler,

The pro-S.L.F.P. Times group of ne-
wspapers was taken over within ten days
of his becoming P.M, under the provisions
of the Business AcquisitionAct (which he
had condemned and promised ta repeal):
This take-over did not inhibit Jayewarde-
ne from continuing publicly to proclaim his
dedication to the freedom of the press,
which he kep! insisting was vital for the
preservation of democracy.

On 4 Octcber 1977 the second ame-
ndment to the constitution was passed
with a two-thirds majority making the incu-
mbent prime minister the executive presi-
dent while rotaining all the powers of the
prime minister. A parliamentary selact
commitiee was appointed to draft a new
constitution. .

The Special Presidential Commissions
of Inguiry Act No. 7 of 1978 was passed.
A Special Presidential Commission co-
mprising two supreme courl judges and
a judge from the minor judiciary was
appointed on 29 March, 1978 io inquire
into and obtain information with regard to
the abuse of power during the perod May
1970 to July 1977.



ISLAM: Western Perceptions

Chandra Muzaffar

5 thera American hatred towards
Islam and the Muslims as alleged by
some Muslims themselves?

While hatred may be too strong a word,
thera is no doubt that the influential and
articulate stratum of American and indeed
Western society is guilty of a whola range
of negative altitudes towards Islam and
the Muslims. At one end of the continuum
is ignorance compounded by prejudice; at
the other end is aversion alloyed with
antagonism.

These negative aftitudes are deeply
embedded in the Western psyche. From
time to time, in the course of the last 1000
years or so, they have manifested the-
mselves through religion and scholarship,
folklora and literature, education and the
media, domestic politics and foreign po-
licy.

Starting from the 12th century onwards,
the Church, forinslance, through distorted
translations of the Quran sought to dispa-
rage Islam and the Prophet Muhammad.
There was a deliberate endeavour to ta-
rnish Muslim history, to vilify Muslim so-
ciety. As a result images of Arab despols
and bloodthirsty Muslim tyranis gained a
cerlain notoriety in medieval Europa. Une-
difying images of this sorl were often
embeallished by ugly portrayals of the wa-
nion lust of lascivious Arab Sheiks wallo-
wing in harlot studded harems. Even in
the writings of illustrious Eurcpean poets
and playwrights — Dante and Shake-
speare to Byron and Shelley —therewere
pejorative references tothe Quran and the
Prophet, to ‘Moors' and 'Saracens’. They
became part of the regular intellectual diet
of many a European student right down
to the present.

The Islamic Threat

Today, the mainstream Western madia
porrays Islam or what it describes as
‘militant |slam’ or ‘fundamentalist |slam’ as
a threat to the West. Writing in 1981,
Edward Said notes, “For the genearal pu-
blic in America and Europe today, Islam
is "news" of a particulary unpleasant sort.
Tha media, the govermment, the geopaoliti-
cal strategisis, and — although they are
marginal to the culture at large — the
academic experts on Islam are all in co-
ncert; Islam is a threat to Westem civiliza-
tion. Now this is by no means the same
as saying that only derogatory or racist
caricatures of Islam are to be found in the
West. What | am saying is that negative
images of Islam are very much mare
prevalent than any others, and that such

images correspond, not to what Islam "is"
.. bul to What prominent sectors of a
particular society take it do be: Those
sectors becomas more prevalent, more
present, than all others".

Light iqf Islam

If anything, that nation of a 'threat’ to
the West has become even stronger in
{he nineties. As John Esposito, one of the
few balanced non-Muslim American scho-
lars on Islam put it in a recent book, "In
some ways, the attitude of the West 1o-
wards communism seams al times tra-
nsferred to or replicated in the new thraat
‘Islamic fundamentalism™. He suggests
that seleclive presentation of facts and
biased analysis of lslam have contributed
to this perception of the religion within
mainstream Western society. 'As aresull,
he says, “Islam and |slamic revivalism are
easily reduced to sterectypes of Islam
against the West, Islam’s war with mode-
rnity, or Muslim rage, extremism, fanati-
cism, terrorism. The “f" and “t" words,
“fundamentalism" and "terrorism” have
become linked in the minds of many.
Selective and therefore biased analysis
adds to our ignorance rather than our
knowledge, narrows our perspective ra-
ther than broadening our understanding,
reinforces the problem rather than ope-
ning the way (o new solulions”.

On numerous occasions, pelicy-ma-
kers and politicians in the West, particula-
rly the United States, have exploited this
ignarance, this narow perspective io

advance self-serving foreign policy obje-
ctives. In the aftermath of the lranian
Revolution and the hostage crisis, for
instance, they used all the major American
television network and newspapers to
whip up mass hysteria against ‘militant
Islam', the Shiites, Khomeini, the Mullahs,
purdah and so on. 123 years later, following
the 26 February 1983 bomb blast at the
Word Trade Centre in MNew York, one
hears a similar — though far lass strident
— shriek about Islamic terrorism and Isla-
mic fundamentalism. In spite of tha fli-
msiest of evidence, American investiga-
{ors, and more so the Amarican media,
have concluded that the blast was the
work of Islamic fundamentalists, also
known as'Islamicterrorists’. Thoughthere
are solid theories that implicate other
groups — notably Isragli intelligence, the
tMossad — in the bombing, the US establi-
shment had decided to put the blame on
the Muslims, And, as the writer Jane
Hunter peints out, “..in a society with very
little understanding of the Middle East,
there is a danger that all Arabs and Mu-
slims will be stigmatised™.

Conquest and Crusades

Why, one may ask, are Muslims stioma-
tisedin thismanner? Whyis thera so much
bias and antagonism against Muslims
within certain crucial segments of Westem
society? Part of the explanation lies inthe
Muslim conguest and occupation of parts
of Westemn, Southern and Eastern Eorope
for long centuries. Though Muslim rulers
were, by and large, just and fair to the
Christian and Jewish communities under
their charge, there was, nonelhalass —
and understandably so — a cernain de-
gree of resentment towards the alien co-
nguerors. The infamous crusades which
ended in the defeat of the Christian inva-
ders of Arab-Muslim lands in West Asia
also heightened European antagonism
towards Islam and its followers.

Itis a measure of the intensity of Euro-
pean antagonism that Westarn civilsation
has consciously chosen to downplay,
even ignore, the immense debt that it
owes Islam and the Muslims. In almost
avery facet of life, from medicine and
algebra to law and government, lslam had
laid the foundation for the progress of
medieval Europe. In the words of the
distinguished Irish  scholar-diplomat,
Erskine Childers, “Inevery discipline upan
which Europe then began to build its
epochal advancement, European mo-
narchs, religious leaders and scholars
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had to tumn to Arab sources. When once
any Westermn student of history manages
to learn of this Arab inheritance buried aut
of sight and mind Westem historiography,
the astonishment that the very facts of it
do not appear in Westem education is the
grealer because the proofs are literally in
current Westem language”. Childers de-
scribes the unwilingness of the West to
acknowledge the intellectual inheritance
of Islam as “a collective amnesia".

Colonial Subjugation

However, what perpetuated this colle-
clive amnesia through the centurias was
notjustthe mere memory of conguest and
crusades. The West was determined 1o
block out Islam for yet another more impo-
rtant reason. This, in a sense, is at the
reot of contemporary Westemn antago-
nism towards Islam and the Muslims. [t
is the persistence of Muslim resistance to
Western colonialism and neo-colonialism,
At the height of Westermn colonialismin the
18 and 20 centuries, Muslim groups were
amongst the fiercest opponents of alien
subjugation. Even in preponderantly no-
n-Muslim societies like India, Muslim ele-
ments were often the earliest to express
their rejection of Western colonial rule.
This is why Muslim freedom-fighters like
Siraj-ud-daula and Omar Mukhtar and
Syed Jamaluddin al-Afghani were often
defamed and denigrated by the colonial
authorities. Of course, there were a nu-
mber of illustrious non-Muslim freedom-fi-
ghters too who incurred the wrath of the
mighty colonial powers.

Qil and Domination

Since the end of formal colonial rule,
Muslim societies are discovering thatthey
are once again the targels of new forms
of Western domination control. This is
primarily because most of the word's il
reserves — the lifeblood of Western civili-
sation — lie beneath Muslim fest. Contro-
lling Muslim and Southern oil has been
a fundamental geal of US foreign policy
for at least the last 4 decades, Anyone
who dares to resist American contral, or
waorse, challenges ils hegemony, is at
once branded as an 'extremist’, a ‘radical
or simply ‘a threat to peace and stability’.

This was the fate of the Iranian Prime

Minister Muhammad Mossadegh who for
a brief but spectacular moment in 1953
nationalized his country's oil. This has
been the fate of the Iragi and Libyan
leaderships ever since they gainedcontrol
of their oll in the early sevenlies. This is
also the fate of the Iranian leadership
whichsince the Islamic Revolution of 1979
has tried to exercise sovereignty over oil
and other mineral resources. Whatever
the ideclogical orientations of these leade-
rship — and indeed each of them relates
to Islamin a different way —the Wast has
decided that they are all Muslim militants
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and sponsors of terrarism. What the gene-
ral public in the West and even in the East
does not realize is that the conscious
denigration of these leaderships has less
to do with their misdemeanours (which do
exist) and more to do with their assertion
of authority over thair one most precious
natural resource,

Zionism

The desire to control oil and the determi-
nafion to perpetuate Western domination
are. However, not the only forces behind
the depreciation and disparagement of
Islam and the Muslims. Zionism has also
played a big part. Zionist attacks on Islam
and Muslims, which beganinihe 19 centu-
ry itself, becamea even more inlense with
the creation of Israel in 1948. With their
disproportionate influence over Westermn
media and Weslern scholarship, Zionists
have been targeting specific aspects of
Islamic theology and society — like tha
queslion of polygamy and the position of
women — in order to discredit the religion
and its adherents. They also sought to
depictlslam as a militantfaith and Muslims
as individuals prone to violence.

It is not difficult to understand why the
massive Zionist propaganda machine has
chosen to project Islam and Muslims in
such a derogatory light. By presenting
Islam as evil and Muslims as loathsome,
the Zionists are, infact, trying tojustify their
own illegitimate, immoral usurpation and
annexalion of Palestinian and Arab land,
In other words, the aggressors, in their
craftiness, are attempting to camouflage
theirviolence and oppression by depicting
the victims of their violence and oppre-
ssion as the aggressors. This explains
why those Palestinians and Arabs who
resist Israell occupation and subjugation
—thereal freedom-fighters —are invaria-
bly described in the mainstream Westarmn
media as terrorists’ and ‘militants’,

Islamic Resurgence

It is quite conceivable that negative
porirayals of Palestinians and Arabs resi-
sling Israeli and Westarn domination may
get worse in the coming years. This is
partly because the main thrust of opposi-
tion sentiment to not only Westem domi-
nation but also to local regimes which are
in cohorts with Weslern powers, is now
being channeled through the ideclogy of
Islam. Indeed, Islam is rapidly emerging
as the ideological rallying point far Mu-
slims everywhere asthey aspire for genui-
ne liberation from the felters of both local
despolism and global authoritarianism.
Given the prevailing perceptions of Islam
within the major centres of power in the
West, one can expect its political elites
and opinion-makers fo respond to Islamic
resurgence with even mara anger and
antagonism,

This would be a real pity. For it can only
lead to greater strife and conflict, exaca-
rbated by all the prejudices and munde-
rland Islam and the Muslims with an
‘openness of mind and heart' which is
sadly missing today. As the Christain
scholar, Karen Armstrong put it, in her
analysis of Western-Muslim relations.
“Wein the West must come to terms with
our own inner demons of prejudice, chau-
vinism and anxiety, and strive for a greater
objectivity". Inthe process, one hopesthat
the West will realize that if thers is to ba
genuine peace and harmony between tha
West and Islam — and within the human
family as a whole — lhose structures
which allow the faw whao are powerful to
dominate the many who are powerless
would have to be replaced by new institu-
tions that promote equality and justice for
all.

Atthe same time, asthe West evaluates
itself, so must the Muslim world examine
itself critically. The rise of Islam with all
the emotional power it commands makes
it incumbent upon us to ask some sea-
rching guestions about certain Muslim
aftitudes and priorities. |s |slamic resurge-
nce giving enough attention to some of
the crucial challenges confronting the
Ummah — challengas pertaining to pove-
iy and hunger, disease and illiteracy?
Have Islamic resurgents gone beyaond
rhetoric in addressing issues of education
and knowledge, science and technology,
politics and administration, economics
and management in the alternative Isla-
mic social order that they envision? Isn't
ittrue to some extent that |slamic resurge-
nce as a whaole tends to be pre-occupied
with forms and symbals, rituals and practi-
ces? Isn't there a tendency within Islamic
resurgence to view laws and regulations
in a static rather than a dynamic manner?
Does the conventional position of [slamic
resurgents on the role of womenin society
and the place of minorities in a Muslim
majarity state, accord with the fundame-
ntalvalues and principles of the Quran and
the Sunnah? lsn'tit true that the exclusiva-
ness of Islamic resurgence reflected in a
variety of matters ranging from charity to
politics is a betrayal of the letter and spirit
of the Auran? Are Islamic resurgents, by
insisting upon thelr interpretation of Islam,
asthe only correct approach to the religion
guilty of promaoting sectarian sentiments
within the Ummah? Have lslamic resu-
rgents themselves contributed, perhaps
unwittingly, o the factionalisation and fra-
gmentation of the Ummah?

Perhapsitis time that we conceded that
there is also another side to the truth: the
we Muslims are also responsible, to a
cerain degree, for the negative perce-
ptions of the religion and the community
in today's world,



View from New Delhi

Time to Retrieve Muslims

Kuldip Mayar

had not realised the extent of
hurt the demolition of the disputed Babri
Masjid had caused to the Muslim psyche
till | went round the country. The wound
is desp and raw even after nearly five
manths. The Muslim community feels
humiliated and helpless. The demolition
has seversly hit its elan as well as
confidence. In the last few weeks, | have
travelled through parts of Assam, Bihar,
Kamalaka, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Madu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal
and met a cross section of Muslims, Even
a small talk with them ended up in a
serious discussion on their loss of faith in
the law and faimlay.

The injured feelings are similar to the
ones | found among the Sikhs after the
Golden Temple was stormed in Amiritsar
in 1884. There is, however, one big
difierence. The then President Zail Singh
and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi flew to
Amritsar within 48 hours. Narasimha Rao
has till today not visited the site to make
some sort of amends for what has
happened.

The historic city and (raditional
importance of the monument should have
impelled the govermment to be more
demonstrative in ils response. The
package of building a temple and a
mosgue and referring the issue to the
Supreme Courtis a cold, official approach
to a problem thal requires human and
sympathetic handling.

Therefore, the solution-seekers have ta
keep in mind the sensitivities of bolh the
Muslims and Hindus and none of the two
should have a feeling of defeat. So far it
has been a one-way traffic. The struclure
has been demolished, a make-shift
temple has been allowed to come up an
the site and the Muslims have been told
that the Masjid will be built "somewhere
glse". Rao has also not reiterated his
declarations to rebuild the Masjid and to
remove the make-shift temple.

Ferhaps he did not perceive the realities
on the ground — not a healthy trait in a
Prime Minister — when he assured some

Muslim leaders on December 6. The worst
is that Rao has shut his eyes 1o the
emotional strength that the Hindu
communalists have gained in the names
of the temple. Ha has bean too slow, too
reluctant to tske action when it was
required. | am not commenting on the
rights or wrongs of the case but stating
an unfortunate reality,

It is time to retrive the Muslim
community from the stanglehold
of fundamentalists. They are
beginning to realise that their
future lies in aligning themselves
with secularforces. Ifthisdoes not
happen, they will get back to the
fundamentalists and the so-called
Muslim leaders with a vengeance.
They mayfallapreytodesperation
and violence, a few examples of
which have already been seen

Yet, rebuilding the tample on the site
where the Masjid stood will be rubbing salt
in the Muslims wound. It will amount to
giving lagal sanction to an illegal act. The
Rashiriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
andits frontorganisationslike the BJP and
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad will only feal
emboldenad, The presentation of a fait
accompli is no basis for according
recognition. There has to be a settlermant,
give and take. Otherwise, it will be a
dictation, with far more adverse efiects on
the Muslims’ maorale than at present.

The reference to the Supreme Courl is
an attempt to pass the buck. The judiciary
should not be brought into such messy
situations. The problem is political, not
legal. The government knows it. And the
way the Supreme Court is proceeding at
the initial hearing indicates that it does not

wantto getinvolved. it may dragthe matter
unnacessarily. The passage of time will
aggravate the problem furher, allowing
the fundamentalists in both religions to
polarise the society still more.

The formula that building of the temple
be allowed on the disputed site is relevant
if the RSS farnily can win the confidence
of the Muslims. That means renouncing
its anti-Muslim stance on which it has
fattened itself. | have noticed a change
among the Muslims. They are willing to
give up their claim on the Masjid if it can
help solve the problem, but they want to
be sure that by doing so they can end the
process of claims on other mosques and
ensure for themselves and their children
a secure futura.

The Narasimha Rao government has
spoilt things by sitting pretty. It should at
least make a public announcement that
the temple will not be built on the Babri
Masjid site. Thizs does not restore the
mosgue to the Muslims but it does not
placate Hindu chauvinists  either,
Frobably the best way out is to leave the
site as a vacan! plaza so as to remind the
generations to come of the wound inflicted
on our values and traditions on December
6.

The plea by some Muslim leaders
before the Prime Minister the other day
to rebuild the Masjid at the same place
may be a good tactic but not a good
strategy. They have to take the dispute
out of the Hindu-Muslim arena, away from
the status quo ante. What was pulled
down on December 6 was known as the
Babri Masjid but it was a historc
monument, representing India's long,
traditional composite cultire. True, the
Muslims have been wronged but so have
been those Hindus who have faith in that
culture. The two must come together to
express their protest. And they are in a
majority in the couniry.

Some of the Muslim leaders still live In
their make-believe world. They have
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planned an All-India tour — they go to
southern India from May 14 — to
consclidate Muslim opinion. This will only
provide the grist to the anti-Muslim
propaganda mill of the RSS family.
Whatever their grievances, the Muslim
leaders must find ways for a secular
expression, try and consoclidale
non-communal forces. The politics of
arraying Muslims as  Muslims s
counter-productive. This is probably yet
to penetrate the Muslim leadership.

The memorandum that the All-lndia
Muslim Personal Law Boards (way out of
its avowed purpose) and a few others
have submilted to the Prime Minister
ustifiably asks for steps "o squarely deal
with the menace of Hindu chauvinism”.
But Muslim chauvinism has to be equally
met with steps. At least a couple of
leaders, who were in the delegation
meeting the Prime Minister, are no less
undesirable than Murli Manohar Jashiand
L.K. Advani to the BJP.

It is admitted in the memeorandum that
“the Muslims and all [ustice-loving
anti-fascist citizens were betrayed” when
the Babri Masjid was destroyed. Strange,
none of the “anti-fascist citizens” was
even cansulted when the cliche-ridden
memoramdum was prepared. Thereis yet
no effort to get out of the religious
syndrome and make a common cause
with the forces fighting communalism.

However, | have noticed the
exasperation of ordinary Muslims with
thair traditional leadership.

It could acquire speed provided an
average Muslim sees that justice is being
done to him on the Babri Masjid case. On
the othaer hand, the secular forces should
give him confidence bacause he does feel
longly.

In fact, this is the time to retrieve the
Muslim community from the stranglehold
of fundamentialists. They are beginning to
redlise that their future lies in aligning
themselves with secular forces. If this
does not happen, he will get back to the
fundamentalists and the so-called Muslim
leaders with a vengeance. He may fall a
prey to desperation and violence, a few
examples of which have already been
sean in the country. Any other frame-work
may solve the problems temporarily but
will spell ruin in the long run.

1A

West’s Unfounded Notions of Islamic Wars

Abdur Rauf

Biased westarmn orientalists’ notions
of Jihad suffer from a multitude of
twisls and exaggerations. In his famous
work, A Sludy of History, thus writas
Arnold Toynbee: “In the first place we can
discount the tendency which has been
popular in Christendom to over-estimate
the extent of force in the propagation of
Islam. In the conquered provices of the
Homan and the Sasanian Empires the
altematives offered were not “lslam or
death” but “Islam or a super-tax, "— a
policy traditionally praised for its
enlightenment when pursued long
afterwards in England by a Laodicean
CQueen Elizabeth” (P.488),

The plain fact is patent on record that
avan tha early wars of the Muslims had
the least of the element of hostility and
aggression involved in them.
Commenting upan tha situation a famous
orientalist, Lichtenstadier, writes in her
work, Islam and the Modem Age: “Even
at the time of the conguest in the first
century of Islam, actual fighting played a
comparatively minor role. Most of the
conguests were achieved by surrender
and peace treaties. These invariably
contained clauses under which ‘the
people of the Book' in the conguered
territories could retain their faith subject
to certain, on the whole not too painful,
conditions. The notion of 'conguest by fire
and the sword' does notconform to reality.
Even the 'pagan’ population of the
conquered terrilories wera not put 1o the
sword."

The foregoing observalions are
freguently shared by a large number of
other aqually outstanding historians., Thay
are literally true of the wars of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH). The wars that he waged
can by no stretch of the imagination be
called ‘wars' in the customary connotation
of the term. When sludied against the
perspeclive  of the humanilaran
regulations governing the conduct of war,
which the Holy Prophel (PBUH)
prescribed  and  implemented so
meticulously, those wars look a blissful
package deal for the persons and parties
involved in the conflict. The minimal
incidence of bloodshed, total absence of
customary war-time excesses and
immoralities, the unexpectedly liberal and
oflten even underserved amnesties
showered over the vaniquished foes and
their socio-cultural transfarmation, proved
extramely blissful for them. Such parallels
are hard to find in any account of canflict
taking place any time and anywhera in the
entire history of mankind.

Cases of Jihad abound wherain force

as an inevitable evil was reduced to
optimal minimum. Such cases are the
clearest fo demaonsirate that the focus of
the Muslim defence paolicy revaled round
educational orientation and cultural
indoctrination rather than blind fanaticism
or territorial Lebensraum. This fact is best
illustrated by the standing orders of the
first Caliph of Islam, Hadrat Abu Bakr
Siddigu (RA) issued to the Muslim army
commanders when they were about to
march off for the first greal campaign to
Syria. In his enlightening work, The
Caliphate — Its Rise, Decline and Fali,
Willizm Muir quotes these historic orders
thus: "Mean | have ten orders to give you,
which you must observe loyally —deceive
none and steal from none; betray none
and mutilate none; kill no child, nor
woman, nor aged man; neither bark nor
bum the date palms; cut not down the fruit
trees nor deslroy crops; slaughter not
flocks, catile, nor camels except for
food..."

The Muslim of the vanquished psaple
and places was exceptionally civilised.
Human history abounds in instances of
the non-Muslim population of the
conquered  terrilories  preferring  the
Muslim conguerors to the erstwhile rulers
of thair own kith and kin, cult and creed.
Such  feelings were spontanecusly
voiced, for instance, when the Muslim
army reached Jordan and Hadrat Abu
Ubaidah camped at Fehl, A seras of
similar instances are also patent on the
annals of history of the Muslim conguest
of India. Muhammad bin Qasim's
conguests, for instance are known for the
voluntary surrender of the Hindus than for
bloody battles. In fact Muhammad bin
Qasim was so popular with the people of
the liberated areas that they are reporied
to have wept copiously on his sudden
departure for home.

The Muslim conquests were invariably
characterised by their disciplining factor
and the civilising core. Just visualise the
havoc wrought by the Goths, the Huns,
the vandals of earlier eras and the
Mongols of the later days. One readily
finds the differential feature characterising
all Muslim wars. It is they who usherad
in a new era of civilisation and culture in
a world which had drfted headlong
towards naked aggression and gross
injustice, chaos confusion. Emerging as
a powerful, purposive and popular
civilising force Islam soon began to modify
and reform the fossilised social and
cultural structures of the wvanguished
races. ltthus reclaimed them fromthe very
brinks of suicidal ignarance and all-round
destruction,
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The Prelude to the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987

Negotiations Between India and Sri Lanka, November 1984 to Mid-1987

K. M. de Silva

though both govemments, the

Indian and the Sri Lankan, were
anxious to lreat the TULF as the main
representatives of Tamil cpinion in Sri
Lanka, there was an element of unreality
in giving them this status. By living in
self-imposed exile in Tamil Nadu and
elsewhere — largely because of fears of
assassination by LTTE 'hitsquads' —they
had cut themselves off from the Tamil
people. To convert the position that had
been conferred on them into a hard paoliti-
cal reality the TULF would have had to
give up living in exile, and to face up to
the challenge posed by the separatist
activist groups who had filled the vacuum
caused by the TULF's absence. This the
TULF were not inclined to do, and yet the
longer they stayed away their chances of
a political rehabilitation became more of
a chimera than they already were. Thus
the negotiations with them were an exerci-
se in futility. Yet they were the only group
who could understand the complexity of
the devolution exercise and could nego-
tiate the details in a spirit of give and take.
Mevertheless they themselves were stuck
with the concept of a Tamil ethno-region
— a Tamil homeland —which had gained
currency since the early 1950s with the
Federal Parly. They had abandoned this
in the 1960s but revived it after 1976,%2

The main Tamil separatisl group the
LTTE had established their - position
amang the Tamils through their resistance
to the Sri Lankan armed forces, as well
as by a seres of bloody internecine
encounters in which they had eliminated
their rivals. They were in no mood to
accept anything short of a separate state.
Mor were they inclined to respect the new
status which the two governments had
devised for the TULF. On the contrary they
were intent on treating them in the same
way they had their other rivals, as an
intolerabla challenge to their own pasition.

Throughout the second half of 1986
Indian mediators made a sustained effort
to break the deadlock caused by the
TULF's insistence on the creation of a
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Tamil ethno-region linking the MNorthem
and Eastermn Provinces. They — the Indian
mediators — came up with a proposal to
divide the Eastern Province into three
units, ene Muslim, one Tamil, one Sinhale-
se, with the Tamil unit being linked to the
Marthern Province by a narrow land corri-
dor. When this proposal won no suppart,
least of all from the Tamils, the Indian
negotiators prevailed upon the Sri Lanka
govemnmentto considerthe excision of the
Sinhalese parliamentary electorate of
Amparai from the Batticaloa district of the
Eastern Province, so that the Tamil ethnic
component in the province would reach
a level of parity with the other ethnic
groups there. This suggestion had come
from A.P. Venkateswaran. Although Ve-
nkateswaran himself was abruptly dismi-
ssed by Rajiv Gandhi in the middle of
1986, his suggestion on the excision of
Amparai from the Eastern Province conti-
nued to be official Indian policy till the end
of the year. Itformed part of 19 December
1986 formula which the Indian gove-
rmment proposed should be the basis of
further negotiations between the Sri
Lanka governmant and the Tamils. The
LTTE, howaver, rejected the formula as
totally unacceptable. Nor was the Muslim
minority, who formed a substantial ale-
ment (40%) of the population there, willing
{o accept it

The proposals agreed to in September
1986 formed the basis of discussions
between President Jayewardene and
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi when they
met in Bangalore at the summit of the
South Asian Association for Regicnal Co-
aperation (SAARC) on 17 and 18 Nove-
mber. These were accompained and follo-
wed by discussions at a ministerial level.
Rajiv Gandhi and his advisors were also
engaged in frenetic negotiations to bring
the rival Tamil separatist groups, and in
particular the LTTE, to accep! the propo-
sals that had emerged from several years
of quiet diplomacy asthe basis of a worka-
ble framework for an honourable peace
in Sri Lanka. Most of these groups ware

willing to accept these proposals or at
least to give them a try, Al the end of the
Bangalore conference it was announced
that:

“Apart from the subjects of finance and admi-
nistration which wera nol clarfied with the
TULF, the matters which require further clari-
fieation &nd agreement [ware]... fully s&f out
in[&] working paperon[the] Bangalore discu-
ssions, dated 18 [Movember] 1986,

The LTTE alone adamantly refused to
accept these proposals. The Indian gove-
rment showed its displeasure by impo-
sing restrictions on Sri Lankan Tamil act-
vists operating from Indian territory. This
was the firsttime that such restrictions had
beenimposed. Theinitiatives ol the Indian
gavarmment in 1his regard wera nullified
by the Tamil Nadu government's unco-
ncealed reluctance to co-operate in these
movas. In addition the Indian governmant
sought to prevent the LTTE leader Pra-
bhakaran then operating from Tamil Nadu
from leaving India for Jaffna. These pre-
ssures succeeded until the end of 1586
by which time Prabhakaran and the LTTE
ideologue Balasingham slipped across
the Palk straits lo the Jaffna peninsula,
lo continue to fight from there.

The progress made in the Bangalore
discussions could be gauged by the fact
that the working paper based on them set
out a tentative time-table for the signing
of an accord. The first of the steps indica-
ted was for the Sr Lankan governmeant
ta give its final cansideration to the propo-
sals in the paper, as well as its response
to the suggestions made by the TULF an
the Sri Lankan paper, to the government
of India by 25 November 1989, that is to
say, within a week. The Latter would then
consult the Tamil groups and convey their
responses 1o the Sri Lanka governmant
before 2 December. A drafl accord was
then to be prepared by the Sri Lankan
government and given to the govemment
of India before 9 December, and the |atter
in turn was to secure acceptance of the
draft accord, before 16 December. Tha
final stage the signing of the accord presu-
mably by the two governments, was to
take place as soon as possible thereafter,



preferably in January 1987.%

Chidambaram and Natwar Singh visi-
ted Colombo again — their second visit
—on 24 Movember forfurther discussions
with President Jayewardene. The Eastemn
Province was still the insoluble problem.
Mo headway was made on this occasion
as well. At a meeting of Muslim organiza-
tions with President Jayewardene on 11
December 1986 opposition to any merger
of the two provinces, or an excision of the
Amparai electorate, much less the Ampa-
rai district, was made abundantly clear.
When Chidambaram and Natwar Singh
visited Colombo again on 17 December
for discussions with the S Lanka gove-
rament this issue remained the thomiest
and most contentious. While agreement
was possible on all others, this defied
sefllemant. Not a single group saw any
positive advantage in it. Muslim MPs who
met tha leaders of the Indian delegation
expressed thair strong opposition to this
proposal.®

An official slatement issued aftar the 19
December meeting made the following
points:

"Prasident J.H. Jayewardena and the
twao (2) Indian Ministars discussed fu-
rtherideas in continuation of the discu-
ssions held in the past. At the end of
the discussions the fallowing propo-
sals emerged:

(i} The present territory comprising

the Easlern province minus the Ampara

Electoral Districtmay constitute the new

Eastern province,

{i} A Provincial Council will be establi-

shed for the new Eastern province.

(i) Theinstitutional linkages between

the Narthern province and the Eastern

province discussed eardier will be fu-
rther refined in order to make it mare
acceptable to the parties concermned.

{iv) The SriLanka Government will be

willing to consider a proposal for a

second stage of constitutional develo-

pment providing for the Marthern provi-
nce and the new Eastern province co-
ming together subject to modalities
being agreed upon for ascertaining the
wishes of the people comprised in the

Northern province and the Eastern pro-

vince separately.

(v) The Sr Lanka Government is wi-

ling to consider the creation of an office

of Vice President to be appointed by the

President for a specified term.

(vi) The five (5) Muslim M.P.['s] of the

Eastern province may be invited to visit

India and to discuss malters of mutual

concern with the Tamil side under the

auspices of the Government of India."

Atthis stage a LTTE group, in surprising
mave, sent aut a feeler for direct talks with
the government. The intermediary in this
insistence was a government pariy (UNP)
MP.2 Although wary of the offer, the
government decided to test the waters, A
small delegation was sent for this pumpose
to Jaffna to hold secrat talks with the
second rung LTTE leadership. The two
groups met at Kankesanthurai on 27 De-
cember 1986 in the office of the Town
Council there. Among those atlending
these unofficial and essentially explorato-
ry discussions was a knowledgeable offi-
cial, E.F. Dias Absysinghe, who kept a
record of what was said on this occasion.
Dias Abeysinghe who was then secretary
to the Paolitical Farties Conference, and
had served as secretary to the Sri Lanka
delegations from the time of the Thimpu
talks, had been associated with all nego-
tiations and discussions in India,

He noted that the LTTE group's chief
spokesman had begun by saying that
"what we say is unofficial, our privaie
views as ordinary citizens of Jaffna.”2®
The LTTE spokesman

"had madsa it evident that they were suspicious

aof the stand of the Indian govemment in the
nagatiations. India was using the situation for
her political gain and her intermal security. Even
when a cease-fire had been aranged about
tha tima of tha Thimpu lalks in 1285 India was
supplying arms 1o all 5 Tamil groups. He stated
emphalically that the LTTE would not be ‘pu-
ppets of the Indian Govemnment. They would
resit any invasion by Indian lorces. Thay were
the anly Tamil group who were resisting them,
but at tha same time they would not break with
them or act without their awareness and co-
nzent in their mediatary process,

They were distrustiul of the 5[] Llanka] Gova-

mment too. [ had always gone back on promi-

se5."

These discussions were more useful for
the insights they provide 1o the thinking
of the LTTE at that time than for anything
elsa, The invitation to informal talks were
clearly intended to drive a wedge between
the governments of India and Sri Lanka
at the very moment an accord on the
settlement of Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict
seemed ready for signature. The LTTE
spokesman suggested secret talks with

_the top LTTE leaders, Prabhakaran and

Balasingham who were then in India and
—5othe LTTE spokesman said — unable
to get out. Clearly this was not possible
for any government delegates since the
need for visas to India would make it
impossible o maintain secrecy. (The
LTTE, of caurse, had their own methods

of illicit entry). Maore to the point, the
govarnment spokesmen stated quite ca-
tegorically that

“India has always played a medialony role and

was interasted inhelping S[n] L{anks] to achieve

a solution. We cannot distance ourselves so

from India” :

Even more significant, in view of futura
developments, was that the LTTE insisted
on being recognized as the one group with
which the government would negotiate on
issues relating to Sri Lanka's Tamil pro-
blem. There was no response to this from
the government group but they did take
particular note of this request. As far their
principal demands, there was noevidence
at all of any anxiely to compromise. They
did talk of being prepared to "accept any
practical solution, but they asserted also
that because they have been let down
over the last thirty years"... "we therefore
decided to ask for the maximum, Eelam."

The only encouraging sign was that the
LTTE spokesmen expressed the wishes
that secrat and informal talks would be
lollowed by formal talks with the gove-
roment at a future date. And, on a more
piquant note, the spokesman asked the
government representatives to ignore any
bellicose comments utterred by the LTTE
leadership from India.

CONFLICT

Prabhakaran's return to the Island early
in 1987 marked the beginning of a more
activist and violent phase in the on-going
conflict between the Tamil separatist
groups spearheadedbythe LTTE, andthe
SriLankan forces. ltwould appearthatthe
LTTE was intent on scuttiing the agree-
meant that the two governmenis were on
the verge of signing and as a means of
prevention this they hit upon the notion
of an unilateral declaration of independe-
nce in the north of the island. The Sri
Lanka government’s response to this was
predictably tough. In an aftempt to pre-
-empt such a declaration governmentsent
troop reinforcements into the Eastern and
Morthern provinces with instructions to
clear these areas of the LTTE and other
separatist groups. Contrary to expecta-
tions, the LTTE did not put up much of
a fight. The LTTE's retreat was anything
but orderly. The LTTE forces fled to the
Jaffna peninsula.

The Indian government, much pertu-
rbed by this turm of evenls, put considera-
bla diplomaticand political pressure onthe
Sri Lankan govermment to abandon these
military moves and to resume the search
for a political solution. These public expre-
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ssions of displeasure from Mew Delhi
strained relations between the two cou-
niries in February and March 1987. On
14 March 1987 an Indian emissary, ano-
ther Minister of State, Dinesh Singh was
sent 1o maet President Jayewardene in
the hope that the political process could
be revived. In response, the Sri Lankan
government offered the Tamils a cease-fi-
re for the duration of the national halidays
in April 1987. The LTTE spurmned this offer
and responded with the Good Friday bus
massacre where 130 persons were
mowed down by automatic weapons on
the road from Trincomalee to Colombo.
The LTTE's allies followed this up with a
bomb explosion in Colombe's main bus
station in which over 100 persons were
killed.

Faced with a serious erosion of political
support as a resull of these outrages, the
government decidad to make an attempt
to regain control of the Jaffna peninsula.
'Operation Liberation’ which began on 26
May 1987 in the Vadamarachchi division
on the north-eastern part of the peninsula
was directed at preventing the hitherto
easy movement of men and materiel from
Tamil Nadu. By the end of May Sri Lankan
forces had gained control of thisarea. The
LTTE, the most formidable Tamil separa-
tist group, had suffered a serous setback,
and in a region they had dominated for
long. This demonstration of the LTTE's
failure as a fighting forces triggerred off
the chain of events which resulted eve-
ntually in Indian military intervention in Sri
Lanka's ethnic conflict.

Al this point India moved swiftly to pre-
venl the subjugation of the Jafina peninsu-
la by the Sri Lankan forces, The Indian
High Commissioner, J.N. Dixit, pointedly
informed Lalith Athulathmudali, Minister of
Mational Security, that India would not
permitthe Sri Lanka army to take Jaffna.”®
The same message was conveyed to
Presidenl Jayewardene himself on 27
May.®® That afternoon he had ceremonia-
lly opened the Bank of Ceylons's new
headquarlers building. In the course of his
speech on that occasion he had dwelt at
some lenglh on the Vadamarachchi ope-
ration, and the government’s intention to
proceed with that till the LTTE forces were
defeated. In the evening Dixit called on
him at his in Ward Place and conveyed
a message from the governmen! of India.
The gist of it was written by Dixit {on an
envelope!) It read as followed:

1. "Deeply disappointed and distre-
ssed.

2. Thousands of civilians killed since
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1883 has aroused tremendous
indignation,

3. Your latest offensive in Jaffna peni-
nsula has altered the entire basis
of our understanding.

4. We cannot accept Genocide.

5. Pleasedonaotforce ustoreview our
policies.”

The “review of our policies” which Dixit
threatened on behall of the Indian gove-
mment came very guickly. There was first
a weall-published monetary grant of US 8
3.2m from the Tamil Nadu government to
the LTTE and its allies. The Indian gove-
mment, for ils par, escalated the lavel of
its own Involverment in the Sri Lankan
imbroglio when it announced that it was
sending shipments of food and petroleum
products to Jafina which, it claimed, was
facing a severe shortage of these items
through a blockade by the Sr Lankan
forces. Despite the refusal of the Sri La-
nkan govemnment to accept this offer, or
concade the nead for it, a first shipment,
in a flotila of about 20 Indian fishing
vessels, was dispatched on 3 June 1987
but was turmed back by the Sr Lanka
navy. When this happened, the Indian air
farca in a blatant violation of international
law and of the Sri Lankan airspace dro-
pped food and medical supplies in Jaffna
on the following day. All these constituted
an unmistakable demonstration of Indian
supportforthe Tamil separatist movement
in Sri Lanka. The Indian supply of food
to Jaffna continued over the next few
weeks by sea with the formal but clearly
reluctant agreement of the Sri Lankan
government. The result was that, by the
end of June, Indo-Sr Lankan relations
were mired in mutual recrimination and
deep suspicion. And the island’s ethnic
conflict seemedheaded for prolonged and
debilitating deadlock.

The north-east coast of the Jaffna peni-
nsula — the smugglers coast — was
under the control of the Sri Lanka army
and navy, and the camps the army had
newly established in that narrow strip of
termitory braced themselves to withstand
the attacks the LTTE was certain to launch
against them. The fact that the LTTE had
been diglodged from the north-east coast
of the Jaffna peninsula came as a morale
booster to the army. But the Tamils of the
Jaffna peninsula had taken heart from the
Indian intervention — the air-drop of food,
and the more formally correct but not very
welcome supply of food sent by ship. The
message India appeared to be sending
seemed clear enough: we will not permit
gither the military subjugation of Jafina

with the bloodshed it would cause, nor
would we permit an economic blockade
of the Jafina peninsula to bring its people
to their kness. The Indian High Commi-
ssion in Colombothroughitsfirst secretary
H.S. Puri figured very prominently in this
food distribution campaign in Jaffna, The
ecslatic welcome the Indians received in
Jaffna — it was garlands cheers all tha
way — was one of the most conspicuous
features of this episode. Those wha ma-
sterminded the distribution of food on this
occasion were left with the illusion that
they had Jafina literally in the palms of
their hands. They were to learmn soon
enough that nothing is so envanescent
than the plaudits of a hard pressed people
in their first encounters with their presu-
med liberators.

In the rest of the counlry the mood was
a mixture of anxiety over a long war of
attritioninthe north (there was less anxisty
about the eastem coast} and among the
people at large as well as among large
sections of the intelligentsia an attitude to
India which ranged from alavistic fear to
ahelplessrage, an attitude which the then
Prime Minister's (R. Premadasa's) spee-
ches mirrored all too accurately.

NOTES

22, Onthe prablems of the Eastemn Provincs and
its links with tha concept of a tradilional
homeland of tha Tamils, see G.H. Pairis, “4n
Appraisal of the Concept of a Traditional
Homeland in Sri Lanka" Effinic Sludiss Ra-
port Vol X (1) January 1831, pp.13-39; KM,
da Silva, Traditional Homelands of the
Tamils of S Lanka : A Historical Appraisal,
ICES Oceasional Fapers, Mo.1 1987,

23. This is extracted fram paragraph 11 of “The
Working Paper on the Bangalore Discu-
ssions,” 18 Movember 1986,

24. Two groups of MP's from the Eastem Provi-
nce met the Indian delegation on 18 and 19
December. The first was led by K.W. Deva-
nayagam, Minister of Home Affairs, and the
maating was held at the Parliament building
on 18 December, The second group consi-
sted of five Muslim MPs from the Eastem
Provinca,

25, Vingent Perera, MP for Yalivaniota, and later
District Minister for Amparai.

26. These extracts ara from Dias Abeysinghe's
notes,

27, {bid, The LTTE spakesman on this occasion
was Balasubmmaniam Kanagaratnam be-
tter known by his nom de quarra of Rahim,
and associaled with him was Sathasivam
Krishnakumar or Kiddu.

28, Althulsthmudali made this known to Presi-
dent Jayewardena and the Cabinet on 12
August 1987, L. Jayewardene Mss.

29, This note is now in the J.R. Jayewardene
Mss. Whether the warning to Athulathmudali
was prior to this note is nof cerain.
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STILL LEADING

Mr. William Thompson obtained a Royal Charter
and established the first Joint Stock Commerical Bank
in this island on |

01st June 1841.

He called it

“Bank_of Ceylon”’

That was 150 years ago,

but that was not we.

We opened our doors in 1939

only to capture

our rightful place in Banking

and are proud to say that we still

LEAD

Over the years

banking profession

shared our expertise

and BANK OF CEYLON
became Sri Lanka’s
SANDHURST TO BANKERS.

Bank of Ceylon

Bankers to the Nation
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