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Tea to Moscow

Now that the Red Capital too
has gone consumerist they are
selting up a Tea Board office in
Moscow, with a resident Tea Co-
mmissioner, Back from Russia a
delegation headed by Plantation
Industries Minister Rupa Karunali-
lake was confident that Sri Lanka
could sell 25 million kilograms of
tea this year to the former commu-
nist state.

BRIEFLY. ..

Loans from Japan

Japanhasloaned Rs 13.7 billion
to Sr Lanka to develop teleco-
mmunications, the Colombo port,
roads and bridges, the waler
supply and power projects. The
loan is repayable in 30 years and
carries an interest rate of 2,6 per
cent per annum. Japan is Sri La-
nka's biggest aid giver and these
loans signed on August 12 were
part of aid pledged at the last Paris
Aid Group meating.

Mo need for UN

Foreign peace moves fronted by
faur Nobel Prize winners involving
a UN Peace Keeping Force have
found nofavourin Colombo. Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe
rejected the move out of hand
when it was first announced. The
Government-controlled Daily
MNews then quoted unnamed mili-
tary "top brass" to endorse the
Frime Minister's position,

Among the reasons quoted for
the rejection:- Nothing can be
achieved without the LTTE laying
down arms; the UN cannot foree
the Tigers to a political settlement:
no UN force can succeed where
the IPKF failed.

They were not there

SLFP National Organiser Anura
Bandaranaike, MP, was not pre-
sent at the joint Opposition Hartal
commemoration meeting at Muge-
goda on August 12. Nor was there
any official representative from the
Democratice United National

Front (DUNF), which is also still
taken to be an opposition party
notwithstanding moves by some of
its membership to re-join the UNP.

SLFP General Secretary Dha-
rmasiri Senanayake said that the
DUNF was not invited because it
was not one of the six apposition
parties who had always beentoge-
ther in protest campaigns. Mr Ba-
ndaranaike could not participate
because hewas undersuspension
from the party for disciplinary rea-
sons, Mr Senanayake said.

But Mr Bandaranaike said that
he would not have participated
even if he had been invited becau-
se it was "far beller to wateh our
greal cricketers playing against
India than sit on a stage with peo-
plelike K.P. Silva, ¥.P. Silva, Nihal
Pereraand Dharmasiri Senanaya-
kE,”

Cabinet reshuffled

In a minor Cabinst reshuffle Mr
A.C.5, Hameed got back the Fo-
reign Ministry, exchanging place
with Mr Harold Heral who now has
Justice,

Among the other changes: Edu-
cation and Higher Education (held
by the President) to Mr W.J.M.
Lokubandara; the elevation of Mr
Tyronne Femando to the cabinet
as Minister far Information, and the
elevation of Mr M.LM. Aboosally
as Minister of Labour (which po-
rifolio was also held by the Prasi-
dent).

Safe passage soon

Civilians who now risk their lives
crossing the Jaffna lagoon to get
away from the peninsula may soon
have safe passage under a
UNHCR-Sri Lanka Government
agreement to reactivate a ferry
linking the LTTE controlled Jalfna
peninsula with Poonery on the
mainland.

The government has already
accepted a drait agreement and
has signalled the UN agency to
enter a separate agreement with
the LTTE.

The child remains
unprotected

Mr Bernand Soysa, the LSSP
leader who is also a minister in the

Weslern Provincial Council, told
the 62nd Annual General meeting
of the Child Protection Society that
seminars are held, resolutions pa-
ssed, action plans drawn up but
the child remains unprotected. The
problem was getting bigger daily
and it was out of hand, he said.

To change Constitution

Frime Minister Ranil Wickrema-
singhe heads a parliamentary Se-
lect Committee on the Constitu-
tion. The other members are
Messrs B. Sirisena Cooray, K.N.
Choksy, S. Thondaman, Wijaya-
pala Mendis, Wimal Wickremasi-
nghe, A.C.5. Hameed, E.P. Paul
Perera, Chandra Ranatunga, Ha-
rindranath  Dunuwille,  M.H.M,
Ashraff, Dinesh Gunewardena,
D.M. Jayaratne, Stanley Tillekera-
tne, K. Premachandra, Athauda
Seneviratne, Basheer Seguda-
wood and Dharmasin Senanaya-
ke,
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DRUGS?

Doctors are aware that Market Oriented Drug Policies are not always desirable.

The main reason is that out of a bewildering variety of derivatives that proliferate from a single
scientifically validated compound, only one or two finally remain in any Rational Formulary. This

means that many claims advanced for marketing purposes fail under extended scientific scrutiny.

Before this happens unfortunately irreparable damage has been done in human, economic
and medical terms.

Generic drugs that have entered the Pharmacopoeia and have remained there have stood the

test of time and have weathered the unceasing search for clinical excellence.

For over a third of this century we have made and supplied Formulary drugs to the country’s
hospitals and clinics, and to the private sector.

This great reliance is the biggest factor in our growth and our service to the people and
the medical profession.

M. S. J. Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.,
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NEWS BACKGROUND

V. O. A. vs Pax Vaticana

Mervyn de Silva

AMDALAMA, the first successfully

paliticised “environmental issug”, is
day-before-yesterday's news, hardly a
blip on the screen of an Oppositien in
eager search of ralling cries.

IRAMAWILA an the other hand has
become such a serious confrontation that
the US Embassy, official representative
of the sole superpower, has demanded
a refraction from the Church-owned CA-
THOLIC MESSENGER of what it su-
ggests are mis-statements, and false-
hoaods,

In a stalement signed by the Bishop of
Chilaw and the Secretary of the Pastoral
Council of the district, Mr. A.B. Fernandao,
the government is asked why it is using
“an iron” fist to deprive the children of the
soil of their elementary right, and acting
like a colony of a superpower.

The aggressive language as well as the
high moral tone reminds one of the Pope's
histaric visit to Latin America and his
espousal of popular causes mixed with a
pugnacious anti-Americanism. Maore and
more, the Pope has been identifying hi-
mself with the Third Warld.

The polemics as well as the anti-Ameri-
canizm reminds one of the challenge that
the US faced from the now defunct Soviet
Union at the height of the Cold War. But
it is now a unipolar warld, the Soviet
collosus havingcollapsed, withits messia-
nic ideology robbed of all magic. While the
LIS seems to think that Khomeinism has
replaced communism, the thesis was
most succincily presented by Israel's Shi-
men Peres as reported by a Sunday
ISLAND columnist. Qur foramaost novelist
and “Sinhala-Buddhist” polemicist, Guna-
tasa Amarasekera used the Peres quate
guita adraitly in a recent ISLAND arlicle
where he argued thal "intervention”, even
by the UM, is in fact part of the historic
weslern grand strategy 1o subjugate the
“noor” world.

Is a new militant Catholicism under
Pope John Paul posing a direct challenge
to PAX AMERICANAY Itis interesting to
note that the regional power, India, obje-
cted to the VOA for “security” reasons —
intelligence gathering, “listening in" on
submarine traffic in the Indian ocean,
rather a powerful propaganda "base" for
presenting the American line in different
languages to the vast Asian continent.

In a Chilaw Diccese leaflet an “the tfrue
nature of the VOA", the charges are more
home-grown:

TRUE NATURE OF V.O.A.;

The Government paid no heed to those
on going protests, and eventually the
V.O.A. work was initiated. It was only then
that the full scope and implications of the
Froject began to emarge. Many people
wha, till then had remained passive spe-
clators, began to realize the gravity of the
situation. The cutting down of several
thousands of cocanut trees in full bearing,
the large scale infrastruciure, the increa-
sed presence of foreigners, interference
with the fishing rights of the people, the
strict security measures barring autsiders
from approaching the no-go zone, and the
breakneck speed at which the operations
are going on, make everyone feel that the
actual reality of V.O.A. isfar removed from
the innocent sounding “"Relay Station"
spoke of by partiesinterestedin the V.Q.A.

THE SAYING AND THE DOING:

The Government, making ample use of
the Media at its disposal, evidently wants
our countrymen to believe that everything
is normal in lranawila, and that there is
nothing to fear. For instance, the Cabinet
spokesman, Minister Harold Herat rece-
nily declared “The people of the area will
not be displaced nor their fishing restr-
cted. Mo hotel, no airstrip, no environme-
ntal hazards, no displacemant of resi-
dents, no ban on fishing” (Ceylan Daily
Mews 23.07,1993).

But, alas, the reality Is just the
opposite.

* On21.07.18983, atop American Official
of V.O.A. met the Parish Priest of Thodu-
wawa at his mission house, and asked him
to inform his people that they should not
use the waterway leading from Thoduwa-
wa to Pambala lagoon as it was a securily
zone of V.O.A. and cables had been laid.
(That is the area used by our poor fishe-
smen for fishing, and coming to Chilaw.)

* A number of fisherman have complai-
ned thal while they were fishing in that
area as they have always done in the past,
securify personnel from V.0O.A. had come
to the sceng and asked them to leave the
place as it was the security zone of V.0.A.

Nine families al lranawila have co-
mplained that parts of their propertios ara
going lo be acquired (evidently to broaden
the approach road to V.O.A).

* A number of familiss have bitterly co-
mplained that 33 KV High Tension fines
coming from Madampe are to go overthair
properies, causing them damage and
pain af mind.

There s a persistent rumour that a high
powered Plant for producing electrcity —
with environmental ill-effects — is going
fo be set up in Madampe area.

* ltis alleged that V.O.A. Authorities are
taking Video pictures of the people even
when they assembled for a religious
purpose.

* On 23.07.1993, the Parshioners of
lranawila — mostly women and children
— wanted to make an open air Way of
the Cross, as they had done many timas
befare. A large contingent of Palice perso-
nrel from the surrounding Police Stations,
in full battle gear, blocked their way, and
forbade them to move. the Palice declard
that they had been given orders lo shoot
if the people proceeded with the open air
Way of the Cross. The peaple then enla-
red the cemelery. There they made the
Way of the Cross under the Waltchiul eye
of the Police. In the days that followed,
the cemelary was guarded by the Folice.



The U.S. Embassy Response

Dear Rev, Fr. Jayamanne:
(Editor Messenger)

| must draw your atiention to a series
of factual errors contained in the article
“The VOA and lranawila,” which appea-
red on the front page of the August &
edition of the Messenger:

1. "On 21.07.1993, a top American
afficial of VOA met the parish priest of
Thoduwawa at his mission house, and
asked him to inform his peopla that thay
should not use the waterway leading
from Thoduwawa to Pambalalagoon as
it was a securily zone of VOA and
cables had been laid."

On June 21, a Sri Lankan employee of
the Colombo firm contracied to provide
sacurty at the VOA site visited Fr. Alex
Weerasooriya and mistakenly told him
that fishermen could not use the Luna
Oya canal. When he was informead of
this misunderstanding, Mr. Meal Cre-
nshaw, the American officer in charge
of the VOA construclion project,
promptly acted to try to contact the
parish priest and clarify tha situalion:
fishermen are welcome to use the
waters of the Luna Oya canal and its
eastemn bank. They are requested not
to land on the part of the western bank
that lies within the VOA construction
area, as safety concems dictate that all
visitors be escoried by someane fami-
liar with the work going on. No cables
have been or will be placed in the canal.

Mr. Crenshaw subsequently called on
Fr. Weerasooriva al the parish church
in Thoduwawa at least three times. On
each accaison Fr. Weerasooriyatlurned
him away without speaking to hirm. Mr.
Crenshaw thenwrote Fr. Weerasooriya
a letter, dated July 26, 1993. Fr. Weera-
sooriya refused hand delivery of the
letter twice. It was only when the letter
was sent by registered mail that he
accepted delivery.

2. A number of fishermen have co-
mplained that while they were fishing
in that area as they have always dong
in the past, security personnel from
VOA had come to the scene and asked
them to leave the place as it was the
securily zone of VOA."

VOA refuses entry to the construction
site to unescorted visitors because of
safety concemns. The Luna Oya canal

runs through the eastern edge of the
property leased by VOA. Fishermen
and others are free to fish in the canal,
and to use the island that comprizes its
eastern bank and that falls within the
area leased by VOA. They are asked
not to use the weastarn bank, where the
construction area bagins.

VOA'sinstructions to its security quards
are that they are to ask unescorted
visitors they find inside the construction
areato leave. Thare were several occa-
sions when guards misunderstood
these instructions to include refusing
access to the canal. When VOA mana-
gement learns that a guard has acted
improparly and asked someone lo lea-
ve the canal, it acts promptly to clarify
access palicy o the guard involved and
to assure the local community thatfishe-
rman are ableto use the Luna Oya. VOA
is having sings made which explain that
the canal is open to the public, and
which will be posted on the boundary
of the VOA site.

3. "Mine families at lranawila have
complained that parts of their properties
are going 1o be acquired {evidently to
broadan the approach road to VOA)."

VOA is neilher aware of nor involved
in any property seizures lied to roa-
dwork orany othar activity_An uninhakbi-
ted piece of land was purposely sought
for the eanstruction of the VOA station.
Mo one has been or will be evicted or
asked 1o move to accommodate it

4. "A number of families have bitterly
complained that 33 kv high tension lines
coming from Madampe are to go over
their properties, causing them damage
and pain of mind."

The Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) is
installing 33 kva low tension lines from
Madampe to supply power both to the
VOA site and to the surrounding co-
mmunities, which are presently without
electricity.

VOA management has regular and fre-
quent contact with local residenls and
always asks for feedback on the project
and related activities. The only co-
mplaint they have heard about the
power lines was that, as plans stood,
a pylon would be placed in a spot
traditionally used by the village for reli-
gious feslivals. The CEB immeadiately

changed the plans when it was info-
rmed of this so that the pylon will ba
placed elsewhere.

5. "There is a persistent rumour that
a high powered plant for producing
electricity — with environmental ill-e-
ffects — is going to be set up in Mada-
mpe area.”

The only facility being et up at Mada-
mpe is a CEB substation which will step
down electric power from already exi-
sting lines far service at the VOA station
and in the surrounding community. Su-
bstations like these are commonly
found in urban and residential areas
and pose no environmental hazard.

6. "It is alleged that VOA authorilies
are taking video pictures of the people
even when they are assembled for a
religious purpose.”

VOA stalf periodically videotape activity
at the construction site and the surrou-
nding area to document work conditions
for their supervisors in Washington,
These videos are useful to VOA in
documenting conditions that affect the
job performance of contractors and su-
beontractars. For example, if a subco-
ntractor claims that he was unable ta
fulfill the work specified in his contract
by the due date because access to the
sile was cut off, a video showing that
the roads were unobstructed during that
pericd would be used to counter the
subcontractor's claim, whereas a video
showing that roads were blacked by a
Way of the Cross protest would act to
support it.

This article serlously misrepresents the
facts aboul VOA's presence in Iranawila.
By lending its credibility to these disto-
rlions, the Messengerhas not only misled
its readers, but has done the rapawila
community a disservice by encouraging
unwarrantad anxiaty,

I suggest thatthe Messengeractasany
responsible publication would in these
circumstances and print a retraction of the
staternents cited above in its next issus.

| am available to answer any questions
you have about the VOA site. | can be
reached at the phone numbers given in
the letterhaad from B:00 until 5:00, Mo-
nday through Friday.

Ann Driscall
Information Cficer



Ranasinghe Premadasa: A Personal Impression

Chanaka Amaratunga

hen one locks on the life of

a great public persanality with whom
ane was reasonably well acquainted, a
detached, impersonal treatment of that
life, can ba rather misleading, perhaps
even dishonast, and cerainly would be
difficult to sustain. My assessment of the
life of Hanasinghe Premadasa, as indeed
my assessment ol many other Sri Lankan
politicians, dead and alive, is based balh
an public record and private revelation of
character. It is therefore only reasonable
that both these elameants go to shape my
view of President Premadasa.

Hirst met the future President at a dinner
of a mutual friend, when he was First
Member of Parliament for Colombo Ce-
ntral and Chief Opposition Whip. | was
then seventaen. He plungedinto a palitical
conversation and was full of an enthu-
siasm lhal was infectious, The Opposition
was aboul to move a motion of no-confide-
nce in the then Prime Minister, Mrs. Sir-
mavo Bandaranaike. When | quastioned
him about this he immediately asked whe-
ther | would like to attend the debate in
Parliament on thal subject and having
received an affirmative response, he pro-
mised to send me the required passes.
| put this down to politeness, a promise
like all polificians' promises. He had, after
all, not even asked for my address or

telephone number or means wheraby | .

might be contacted, A Premadasa promi-
se, however, as | and so many of our
people were o discover, was not of that
flimsy material, On the evening bafore the
appointed day the passes were delivered
from Mr. Premadasa inviting me to lea.
His conversation, which was, of course,
entirely about the debate in progress, was
devoled to discovering my impressions of
the speeches which had been made. The
idea of him, put about by his critics, of an
over bearing and autocratic man, totally
unwilling to listen to, still less to recognize,
another point of view, bears no relatio-
nship to the man | kneaw.

Shortly after, he invited me on a political
trip to Balapitiya and Weligama. | travelled
with him in his car and on the way there
and on the return to Colombo which took
place the same night, we talked almaost
continuously. This was the first of six
significant conversations | was to have
with Mr. premadasa. The second in 1978
when he was Prime Minister took place
at Transworks House where he then had
his office, the third in 1980 at the Waldorf
Astoria in New York, when he had arrived
to address the United Mations, the fourth
in 1990 at his office at the Presidential
Secretariat when | sought a privats mee-
ting with him to pursuade him to agree to
a Commission of Inguiry into the murder
of Richard de Zoysa, the fifth, also in his

office at the Presidential Secretariat in
1991 two days after the motion for his
attempted impeachmeant had baen ente-
rained by the Speaker and the sixth, at
Sri Kotha on 25th April 1993, the evening
before the launch of the UNP campaign
at the Provincial Council election and two
days after the assassination of Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali, These conversations, co-
nvayad to me anunmistakable imprassion
of Ranasinghe Premadasa, the man and
the politician. | saw litlle contradiction
belwaen the man and the politician revea-
led in his public acts and in these conve-
rsations at which except for a small propo-
rfion of one of them, no one else was
present. But it is undeniable that the man
who emerged from these conversations
emphasised, complementad, clarfied and
sometimes even explainad, the man who
carriad out the public acls.

The public acts which form President
Fremadasa's political career speak of
immense hard work and dedication, a
single-minded devalion to combat poverty
and deprivalion, a determined adharence
to pluralism, racial, religious and paolitical
and a clear accuracy of judgement in
recognizing the best means of creating a
prosperous economy. He worked longer
hours than any other Sri Lankan leader.
He had a sense of personal discipline and
had organizational skills, highly unchara-
cteristic of the Sr Lankan race, While he
was the first Sri Lankan paolitical leader
whose first language and cullure was
Sinhala and who truly was comfortable in
the Sinhala Buddhist milizu, perhaps be-
cause of that very fact, he never spake
the language of racism or religious intole-
rance.

The ranks of the Cpposition wera never
stronger since 1970 than under his presi-
dency nor was criticism of a Government
as widespread in a wide variety of ne-
wspapers than during his term of office.
The two elections that he caused to be
held after the restoration of peace and
order outside the Marth and East were
accepled by all pelilical forces as being
free and fair, a thing which could certainly
not be said of any poll conducted during
the term of his predecessor since (and
including) the referendum of December
1982. During the terrible authortarian
years of the J.R. Jayewardene Gove-
rmment, the Liberal Party greatly feared
that Sri Lanka was on a slippery slope that
would end in the imposition of a one-party
state. It is President Premadasa who
made such fears a thing of the past.

All this is related to what my conversa-
tions with him succeeded in convinging
me beyond a shadow of doubt. In the post
1973 gulitics of S Lanka it was Ranasi-
nghe Premadasa alone who had a vision,

Dr Amaralunga is leader of the Libaral Party

for 5r Lanka. | have spoken to all our
leading political personalities, both in reti-
rement and in aclive public life today, and
it has been paossibla for me to form an
impression of their pricrities. | find that
people reveal their true priorities quite
easily when one draws them outin conve-
rsation. Every other leading politician |
have spakento, it seemstome, is primarily
motivated by office. To them office is an
end initself, they seem supremely disinte-
rested in what they can do with it. They
seem quite content to enjay, in Graham
Greena's phrase ‘the power and the glory:
of affice and devote themselves whally o
its preservation once having obtained it.

Fanasinghe Premadasa was enga-
gingly, endearingly, different. He foco
wanied office. He had sought it with massi-
ve determination and drive of which a
lesser mortal would have been incapable
— but he wanted office as a means to an
end — to alleviate poverty, 1o generale
praspearity, to encourage national unity, 1o
preserve the basic fabric of freedom —
in a word he wanted, as his friend and
disciple, the UNP General Secretary and
Minister, Sirisena Cooray, put it in his
speech on the Vote of Condolence in
FPariament on President Premadasa,
power to serve the people, to serve his
country as he saw best,

To ma this burning sense of mission
was very evident. It was there when he
spoke to me of the future of Sri Lanka as
| rode with him in his car in 1975. It was
burning bright even at his hour of gall and
vinegar durng the attempied impea-
chment. It shone through the darknass of
his last week on this earth, when he heard
the raucous cries of the deceitful and the
misled who called him a murderer. He
believed passionately in creating a social
and economic transformation.

The attitude of politicians to the impea-
chment was a superb study in contrast.
Mr. Premadasa's leading opponents wera
obsessed with tactics to get to powar, and
seemed lotally indifferent to a programme
of aclion. My attempts to get them to
address political reform were wholly futile.
While President Premadasa too, showed
no interest in our preferred solution of a
way out of the impeachment crisis via
constitutional reform, when | spoke to him
he sounded concerned not only about
himself but the absence of a programme
or vision on the part of his opponents. He
spoke as a man inspired, of what he was
trying to do, to make sure that no oceure-
nece such as the JVP uprising would again
accur, to make liberal demacracy and the
market economy issues that were acce-
pted by all and outside the area of political
controversy. To me it was evident that he
believed in something larger than himself
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— c‘jsumelhing which will survive his own
end.

The accuracy of his vision was not in
doubt. He was determined to make the
unwanted feal wanted and bring, some
sunshine into peoples’ lives, He drew tha
correct lesson from the JVP uprising —
that it was a revall against the greed of
UMP politicians and the brutal application
of the notion that the ruling party and the
state were one and the same. It is this
realisation, which led to his curbs on the
privileges and abuses of UNP MPs, not
their love for a demacracy that they had
eartier helped o weaken, which made
them ripe for supporting the impea-
chiment. It was the same realisation which
lad 1o greater respect for the Opposition
— many are the SLFP MPs who ﬁave tald
ma ruefully that they had far easieraccess
to President Premadasa than to their own
lzader.

This accuracy of vision had anocther
manilestalion which much endeared Pre-
sident Premadasa to me. He had no
sympathy for the fashionable third world
elite beliefl in socialism, recognizing very
early, that the poor had their best chance
for prosperity in a strong market economy.
In the 1970s when Sr Lanka was ruled
by the dogmatic socialist Governmeant of

rs. Bandaranaike and her Marxist alliss,
when Mr. J. R. Jayewardene declared the
UNP to be a socialist parly and ridiculously
even styled Sri Lanka a 'Democratic So-
cialist Hepublic' and when Mr. Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, (then Minister of Trade, in
1878) declared in Parliament, "east of
Suez, everybody is socialist”, Mr. Prema-
dasa campaigned at the 1977 General
Election on ithe slogan ‘Socialism is a
socialmenace' (Samajavaadaya Samaja-
vadayak). Whereas his predecessor
could increase the ratio thhe private
sector of the economy in relation to the
public sector in elevan years by only 4%,
President Premadasa increased the ratio
ofthe private sectorin relation to the public
sector within 4 years by over 29%.

He had great faith In the electoral
strength that his work for the people would
bring him. This reinforced his commitmeant
tofree elections. [was present at SriKotha
when he addressedthe UNP's candidates
at that election. He called upon them to
scrupulously observe the election laws
and emphasised that although there was
a time when the UNP had won elections
by unfair means that was because it then
had a leadership which had no faith in the
pecple. He said that he, on the other hand
knew what good work he had done for the
people and had every confidence that the
people, recognizing his work, would su-
pport him. He insisted that the people’s
verdict should not ba marred by electoral
malpractise. | have always believed that
it is not difficult to judge the sincerely of
a person's words, What he said that day
he said frem the heart.

it should not be misunderstood that
Hanasinghe Premadasa was faultless.

This was far from so. His greatest waa-
kness, from which sprang all his other
errors great and small, was his treme-
ndous sense of insecurity. Although in a
crisis, he was unflappable, he was deeply
suspicious of people's motives, which in
tum led him io pursue an excessively
persanalised style of government and ta
value the blind loyalty of unreasoning
admirers and sometimes even of opportu-
nistic sycophants. The young boy who
accompanied a Roman congueror to whi-
sper continually in his ear thal he was
indeed mortal, is desperately needed by
political leaders in the modern world. He
was not sufliciently aware of this,

This insecurity came | believe from the
hard strugole through which he had to
breach the walls of an often cruel and
insensitive elite, to reach high office. With
it came a remarkable shyness of journa-
lists amazing on the part of so ariculate
and so intelligent 2 man, which lad him
to shut himself off from open comment.
His oullook on the media was one of
discomfart, except with a totally uncritical
medium. As | told him several times, this
was exceedingly unforlunate, because he
had the bast case, the best arguments,
which would have scored considerably it
he permitted their free clash with other
points of view. If he allowed free access
ta all o the electronic media and permitted
greater diversity of opinion in the state-co-
nirolled newspapers, he would have
robbed his opponents of a patent weapon
which they used with considerable su-
ccess against him.

President Premadasa was the victim of
the journalists he had not cultivated of the
media which oversiated his case by naot
presenting other views and the elites and
middle classes he had chosen to ignore,
as being anyway his opponents. We shall
never know 1o what degree the hostility
o him was sell-fulfilling and to what de-
gree accurale, prophecy.

But that they were willing lo believe
every wild rumour and every vicious sla-
nder, that their double standards, were
shameless in the extreme, is undeniable.
Many are the cccasions when the same
paople in Colombo society, who, whan |
objected o the partisan use of Lake Hou-
se in the Jarewardene years, and the
intimidation of other newspapers, patroni-
singly dismissad me as someone recently
returmed fram Britain who was applying
unattainable British standards of freedom
to Sri Lanka, a third world country which
needed, ‘strong’ authoritarian gove-
rnment a la Lee Kuan Yew, have passio-
nately denounced President Premadasa
for "lack of press freedom” at a time when
there wera far more opposition papers
than there have ever been and there was
far more criticism of a Govemment than
had been allowed since autharitarianism
began in 1870,

Taothe charge of dictatorship, President
Premadasa used to be fond of replying
that he knew of no dictators who held as

many elections in which large numbers of
members of opposition parties were ele-
cted. A human being must be judged not
by the standards of an unrealised perfe-
ction, but in relation to his context. Did
President Premadasa deprive his oppo-
nents of their civig rilghts‘? Did he manipu-
lale the constitution for his partisan conve-
nience? Did he meaningfully obstruct criti-
cism? Did he prevent a very hostile oppo-
sition press from emerging? Did he extend
the life of Parliament by a referendum 7
Did he pander 1o racism and communa-
lism? Did he cause Members of Parlia-
ment from ethnic minarities to be driven
from Parliament? Did he obtain undated
lettars of rasignation from MPs?
The answer is NO.

Did he personally sanction murder (as
distinet from excesses, committed in the
course of counter insurgency operations,
which cannot be atiributed to him) ?

The report of Scotland Yard gives us
a clear and unambiguous answer. The
proof of the pudding is truly in the eating.

The man we lost on 1st May 1993 was
like most of us a flawed, imperfect man.
But unlike most of us he was an extraordi-
nary man, his nation's only leaderin conte-
mporary limes of consistent and determi-
ned vision, his nation's greatest man of
aclion, insuperably bold, unflinching and
of immense courage, a man who knew
his work and his life will be the object of
scrutiny by generations yat unborn, an
orator of incomparable power, even pe-
rhaps the saviour of his country.

Before him, a nation at peace, eagerly
awaiting the promise of prosperity and
freedom had been taken charge of in
1877, and bequeathed to him, in ruins,
with twin civil wars, a foreign armmy of
occupation an our soil, the whole liberal
democratic fabric corrupted and subomed
from within, about to be brutally destroyed
from without. Although a solution to the
crisis in the North East eluded him, he left
a country once more secure in the esse-
nce (though not the detail) of freedom and
pursuing a path of economic freedom and
social reconciliation. twas monstrousthat
hewas denied the opportunity to complete
his work,

The last days of his life were like the
last act of a Greek or Shakespearean
tragedy. Cruelly vilified and slandered,
this man who had done so much, who
could have yet done so much, that was
fine and enduring, was brutally killed.

CQuite often, | did not agrae with him,
He was not a liberal. His priorities were
often not mine nor mine his. But despile
his imperfections | believe with all my mind
and with all my heart thal Ranasinghe
Premadasawas a great, anda good, man,
His death was a cruel injustice to him and
an appalling blow to our country. The anly
consolation now is that | am supremely
confident, that history's justice will fully
;indicate him as it has already began to
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1983 — 1993

A Tale of Two Tigers

Izeth Hussain

en years after 1983 the ethnic

imbroglio continues, without sither the
Govemnment or the major opposition pa-
rlies having the faintest clue about how
to get out of it. This situation cries out for
what is called a “paradigm shift”, that is
a new canceptualization of the problem
and a new framework within which to view
it.

The project of a "paradigm shift”" is an
obviously ambitious one, requiring
indepth analysis of several complex
issues. Within the space of this article, |
will attempt no more than a mere adu-
mbration of what seems lo be required for
a "paradigm shift" which could help us to
get to grips with the ethnic problem.

The case | want to argue is as follows.
The ethnic probleminits presentform, that
is 10 say in ils present militant form, is the
creation of the post 1977 State. It is not
the creation of the pre-1977 Stale, nar of
the Sinhalese peopls the great majority
of whom are not chauvinist aor racist ar
communalist.

The ethnic problem has been peculiarly
intfractable because we have misconcei-
ved it or over-simplified it. We tend to
believe that it is intractable only because
of the intransigence and undependability
of the LTTE, and the excessive claims
made by the other Tamil parties which ara
supposed to be unacceptable to the Si-
nhalese people. We have been ignoring
the greater problem of the undepandabili-
ty of the State, which is the consequence
of the cantempt shown for he most eleme-
ntary standards of public maorality by the
post-1977 UNP. | believe that contempt
is in turn the consequence of a vicious
higrarchical drive in the State, which beca-
me quite mad with the savaging of demo-
cracy afler 1977. In any case, whatever
the explanation might be, it will be very
difficult for the Tamils to reach accomoda-
tion with the State as long as it cannot ba
trusted to respect the principle of the
sanctity and inviolability of agreements.

Since the major part of the ethnic pro-
blem is the State and not the Sinhalese
or Tamil pecple, the pre-condition for a
solution requires {hat the people control
the Stata. That will require the restoration

of a fully-functioning democracy of the sort
we had before 1970, or at least an enli-
ghtened authoritarianism which will show
respect for public standards. | believa
further that a lasting solution of the ethnic
problem will be greatly facilitated by what
is called "limited Government”, in which
the functions of the State are as narrowly
restricted as possible.

| will now try to establish that the present
militant form of the ethnic problem, with
the LTTE organized as a fighting force,
is the creation of the post-1977 State and
not of the Sinhalese people. It is crucial
for this purpase to draw a distinclion be-
tween a communal riot and a pogrom. In
a communal riot there is a significant level
of peaple's paricipation, the expression
of communal hatred batween one or more
communities. The State, or a ruling Party,
may initially organize a communal riot, but
it comes to have a popular character. A
pogrom on the other hand is an erganized
massacre, usually organized by the Stale,
the term having its originin the massacres
ofthe Jews organized by the Czarist State
in Russia, It is the expression of State
terrorism. There could be some degree
of popular parlicipation in a pogrom, but
it is mainly an affair of the State. The
distinction between the twa is conceptua-
lly clear enough, and itis one thatis crucial
for a properunderstanding of whathappe-
ned before and after 1977.

Our ethnic problems bagan in the late
ninaleenth century, not in 1958, and du-
ring the enlire period of seven decades
up to 1977 there were no more than three
communal riols, They were the anti-Mu-
slim riots of 1915 and the anti-Tamil riots
of 1956 and 1958. We might note in
passing that communal rioting has not
been endemic in Sri Lanka unlika in India.

Shortly afler the 1977 Govermnment
came into power the first pogrom against
the Tamils took place, initiating a new
phase in the ethnic problem which rea-
ched its apogee in 1983. It cannot be
seriously disputed that the so-called co-
mmunal fots of 1977 were in reality a
pogrom, It was carried out with little or no

- popular participation by UNP bravos who

bumt Tamil property and killed 100 to 300
Tamils, including estate Tamils who had

nevar askad for Eelam. It was in no way
comparable to the 1858 communal rots.

The new phase should be regarded as
one of State terrorism against the Tamils.
If it is objected that the Cabinet made no
decision to unleash terror on the Tamils
and that the State as such was not invo-
lved, then it has 1o be regarded as UNP
errarism.

In any case, leaving aside problems of
nameanciatura, the 1977 pogrom hasto ba
seen as a turning paint, as thereafter the
ethnic prablem became totally transfo-
rmed in character. Hitherio the Tamils had
seen themselves as subject to discrimina-
tion, but afler 1877 they perceived the-
mselves as subject to a State which could
burn their property and kil them with
impunity. Since death unlike discrimina-
tion is not easily negotiable, increased
suppart for the militant LTTE and its later
ascendency over the Tamil moderates
had 1o be expected. The ethnic problem
in its present militant form is a creation of
the post-1977 UNP.

LTTE militancy led to the dispatch of
troops to the Morthinthe latterhalf of 1973,
with orders to put an end to the LTTE
nuisance within six months. The opera-
tions began with the killing of Tamils and
the arraying of their bodies in a public
place, which was taken by the Tamils as
exemplary killings meant to show what
they could expect atthe hands of the State
unless they stoppad their nonsense fo-
rthwith. What followed in the next six
months led to an aggravation of the ethnic
prablem. It was an aggravation ta which
the Sinhalese people and their supposed
communalism contributed in no way, It
was an affair of the State versus the
Tamils.

About the next important landmark in
the progress of the ethnic problem, the
1881 buming of the Jaffna Library by
police officers, we can be brief. It was a
straightforward case of State terrorism.

It can be guestioned whether the 1983
“communal riots" can be fitted into the
paradigm of State or UNP terrarism. They
do have a rather ambiguous character,
They certainly bagan as a straightforward



pogrom, a meticulously organized one
with UNP braves going around with voters
lists to identify Tamil property detailed for
burmning. They were assisted by the lu-
mpen patriots of Colombao who had quickly
sniffed an oppartunity for loot. All that was
clearly part of a pegrom. What has to be
explained is the massacre that took place
on Black Friday.

The subject has not been properly inve-
stigated, but | am inclined to believe that
Black Friday was the result of a fear
psychosis among the Sinhalese. Jona-
than Spencer, an English scholar who
was living in a Sinhalese village in the
South in 1583, wrota abaut the paranoid
condition to which the people of that area
had been brought by the Government's
statements about the terrorist Tigers, so
much so that the simple matter of a car
back-firing was given a sinister interprata-
tion. It is known that reactions provoked
by a fear psychosis can take a frenziedly
murderous form. | believe that the rumour
about the Tigers having come into Colo-
mbo triggered off that kind of reaction
because of an already prevailing fesar
psychosis.

What happened on Black Friday there-
fore was not strictly comparable to the
1958 riots. In that case there was the
assertion of the power of the dominant
majority against a minority. Black Friday
on the other hand was the expression of
a sense of vulnerability among the majo-
rity. The so-called “communal riots” of
1983 were in realily & pogrom, a2 manife-
station of State or UNP terrarism, which
got out of hand on Black Friday.

The above sketch of the development
of our ethnic problem between 1977 and
1983 shows that the actions of the State,
not of the Sinhalese people as such, led
to the ethnic problem acquiring its present
militant form. This view Is fully supported
by something that has come to loom large
in Sr Lankan consciousness len years
aftar 1583, namely the peaceful intera-
ction belween Sinhalese and Tamils atthe

pecples level in spite of all provocations.

Shortly afterthe 1883 pogrom a Cabinet
Minister advised the Sinhalese people
againstengaginginany further communal
riots because that would provoke Indian
intervention. His advice was superiluous,
and cerainly misdirected. It should have
been directed to the likes of himself in the
State and the UNP who had been respo-
nsible for anti-Tamil terrorism, and not to
the Sinhalese people.

The Kent and Dollar Farm and Anura-
dhapura massacres, and further massa-
cres of helpless Sinhalese vilagers, and
even of Buddhist monks who are venera-
ted by the common peaple of Sri Lanka,
the Pettah bomb outrage, the assassina-
tion of President Pramadasa, none of
them has provoked anti-Tamil doting from
the Sinhalese pecple. They were suppo-
sed o have been driven to an insensate,
uncontrollable, Sinhala nationalist fury
ovar the LTTE Killing of thirteen soldiers
in 1883. Strangely they have not reacted
againstthe LTTE killing of overathousand
of our security forces in the ten years after
1983. The explanation for this strange
paradox is that after 1977 the ethnic pro-
blem took the form of State or UMNP terro-
rism against the Tamils, provoking the
organized militancy of the LTTE, a pro-
cess which had nothing to do with the
great majority of the Sinhalese people.

That argument postulates a disjunction
between the post-1977 State and the
Sinhalese people. | must now make some
commenis on that disjunction in order to
clarify my argumeant,

My position is that the great majority of
the Sinhalese people are not chauvinist
or racist or communalist. It is a position
which can accomodate the fact that a
minority among them can be regarded as
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinists or Sinhala
communalists. It is a mistake to speak in
terms of a “Mahawamsa mentality” if by
thatis meant that the great majority of the
Sinhalese are incomrigibly or innately co-
mmunalist. That notion cannot be reconci-
led with the fact of peaceful Sinhala-Tamil
interaction in the South during the ten
years after 1883 despite outrages thal
have been provacative in the extreme. It
is conceivable that the Sinhalese may
again take to communal rioting as in the
past, but that does not mean they are
innately communalist. It means that they
can becoma communalist depending on
the situation in which they find themse-
Ives, a point on which | will expand later.

It would obviously be a mistake to think
interms of a dichotomy between the great
majorily of the Sinhalese who are not
cammunalist at all and a small Sinhalesa
minority who are. |t would be mare reali-
stic, since group prejudices are practically
universal all ‘ever the world, to think in
terms of a continuum and acknowledge
that the Sinhalese as a whole can be
expected fo have group prejudices and
are communal atleastio some extent. The
point, however, is that communal prejudi-

ces do not necassarily translate inlo co-
mmunal discrimination and communal co-
nflict. If the Sinhalese people as a whole
are communalistio some extent, it has not
constituted a problem in the post-1977
pericd. The problem has bezen that of the
post-1977 State.

In trying to undarstand communalism in
Sri Lanka we must draw distinctions be-
tween different kinds of group prejudices,
which are by no means identical or mora
orless the same. | have in mind particula-
rly the distinction between farms of racism
and the communalism that erupted in the
1958 riots. In the case of racism a domi-
nant group can regard another group as
genetically or culturally or in some sense
lower, and believe that it must be kept
lower. That applies to some Weastlem atti-
ludes towards Asian immigrants today,
and it applies also to Sinhala chauvinist
attitudes towards the Sri Lankan minori-
ties, but | do not believe it applies to the
broad mass of the Sinhalese people.

The communalism that erupted in 1958
was the result of a perception that the
Tamils were over-privileged while the Si-
nhala Buddhist majority was peculiarly
under-privileged. That perception may
hava been all wrong, but the paint is that
there is a vast difference between obje-
ction to privilege and racism. The obje-
clion to privilege has behind it basically
agalitarian and democratic motivations
which are the polar cpposite of the attitu-
des behind racism.

The distinction 1 am making can help
us to understand why there were no co-
mmunal riots between 1958 and 1977,
After 1956 the pasition of the Sinhalese
as the dominant majarity was assarted,
and in subsequent years thoroughly co-
nsolidated. The term "dominant majarity”
dascribes one of the obwious facts of
political life in Sr Lanka and is not meant
to suggest that the Sinhalese people as
a whole wanted to dominate and push the
minorities down. That dominance could
notbachallenged, and any Sinhalese wha
balieved in 1977 that the Tamils were
priviigad would have been far gone in
mental derangemeant. The motivation for
communal riots had therefore disappesa-
red by 1977. What followed were esse-
ntially pogroms, as | have argued, the
exprassion of State or UNP lerrorism
without significant participation by the Si-
nhalese people, except for the problema-
lic case of Black Frniday.

(Continued on page 12)



KUMAR RUPESINGHE - INTERVIEW

Changing Nature of Conflicts

Thomas Abraham
A distinctive feature of contemporary

history has been the changing nature
of international conflicls. Conflicts now
rarely involve Slates going fo war with
each ather, though the Gulf war was an
exception, butare smaller siruggles which
often spill over national boundaries. The
large majarity of these conflicts, whether
it Is fn the former Yugosiavia or in the
Caucasus are identily-based struggles,
around claims for self-determination.
Often, these conflicts are fuelled by reli-
gious fundamentalism. Ethnicity, identity,
fundamentalism, are no longer mere
issues which social scientists study fo
understand the evolution of individual so-
cleties, but are a major factor in inlermatio-
nal confiicts loday, The siniggle between
the West and the Sowviet Union which
dominated thinking on war and peace in
the post-war years, has now been repla-
ced by a new kind of war which involves
not the clash of States and ideofogies, but
rather the clash of peoples within exisling
Sitates, The international political system,
geared o madiating in conflicts betwean
States, has no. real mechanism to deal
with this type of confiict, ashas beenmade
clear in both the former Yugosiavia and
Somalia. Or. Kumar Rupesinghe, a Sri
Lankan social scientist who heads Inte-
mational Alert, a London-based organisa-
tion which specialises in conliict resolu-
tion, speaks to Thomas Abraham about
these emarging issues on the global paliti-
calagenda. Dr. Rupesinghe also provides
a South Asian perspective by looking at
the ethnic conflict in Sr Lanka, and the
rise of religious fundamentalism in India,
and draws some parallals between them.
Excerpts from the inlerview,

Question: How do you see the cha-
nging nature of conflict in the world
today, and what are its roots?

Dr. Rupesinghe: Let us take the end
ol the cold war as the point of depariure.
There was a great optimism at that was
reflected in the Francis Fukuyama thesis
about the end of history, celebrating the
hegemony of nea-liberalism which would
not encounter universal opposition. There
ware also bocks about the end of war...
some of us strongly disagreed wilh this
thesis because we felt that the nature of
conflict and war had significantly changed
after the cald war and this has something
to do with the kind of analysis we can talk
about. We have at the moment 35 armad
conflicts defined in terms of the SIPRI
(Stockholm  International Peace Bea-
search Inslilute) year bocok as having a
casually rate of over 1,000, and another
listing would suggest that we hava about
150 armed conflicts which are below the
1,000 mark. | would suggest that the

threshald of the 35 is likely to go up to
aboul 45-50 and that there are strong
reasons why the lower threshold of 150
might becoms big wars and that is a
subject of research. The interesting factor
hera is that the international regime which
was based and developed on the basis
of intar-State conflict has now got largaly
to deal with confiicis of an internal chara-
cter. And | think that is an extremely
important paradigm shill in international
relations. Mot only does this mean that the
U.N. cannaot deal with that issue, but even
in terms of a unipalar or multipalar world
that is emerging, the whole issue of ide-
nlity, the way in which identity is articula-
ted, becomes problematic far a superpo-
wer like the U.S. As you can see il is
blundering in Yugoslavia, blundering in
Somalia. This reflects basically its unce-
rtainty of how to deal with protracted ethnic
identity conflicts.

You see identity as a crucial factor
in global conflict today?

Let's gel on to that gquestion of what is
identity. Pecle talk about ethnic conflicts,
and everything thal happens in the Third
World is called an ethnic canfliet. | would
like to go a bit beyond that and talk about
the centrality of identity as a focal point
for mabilisation, Within this framewaork, we
can talk about three types of canflicts that
are likely to emerge loday. The firstis the
ideological conflict. Ideological canfiict be-
twean classes axists, but universal vision
has been replaced, because it has no
headquarters either in Moscow or Beijing.
Therefare the utopian ideal oi the commu-
nist vision is dead. But this only means
thatideoclogical conflict takes a muchmore
dangerous form, Because since it will not
be regulatad by an international regima,
maovements such as the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna or Sendiro Luminosa will have
much mare of a terroristic object which will
have no accountability to any international
body. And then we come to conflicts rela-
tedto govermnance. Governance, asin how
socielies are ruled, pariculary the pro-
blems of governance in transitional socie-
ties whether itis in the former soviet Union
arin Africa, the transilion from a ong-party
State to a multi-party State and governa-
nce issues such as what we now see in
Migeria have bacome very critical in this
particular phase. Anocther form of conflict
is resource-based conilict which will beco-
me very, very significant in the next gene-
ration. Resource-based conflict in the la-
rger sense is the whale ecological crisis
and lhe crsis of the ozone layer, but
translated into depletion of resources, into

_the greater scarcity of resourcas, whether

it is the forests, the rvers, cil and other
resources, far humankind. This will there-

fare lead, | think to confiicls over the
contral of ivers, river basins, water, oiland
s0 ne. why | am suggesting all this, is that
when mobilising, people around these
issues, identity is a focal point.

Many of the conflicts in the world
today are fuelled either by ethnic ide-
ntities or fundamentalism. This is
especially so in South Asia. Based on
your experience of SriLanka, and your
study in India, do you see parallels
between what is happening now in
India and what had happened earlier
in Sri Lanka.

| would say that when the Sri Lankan
conflict emerged and took its particular
form, many friends in India were in a
posilion to look at the problem vary dispa-
ssionately and were able to say that this
was not a problem that would eccur in
India, this was something very much In
the south and | think the Indian concemn
was o see that there was no demaonstra-
tion effect in terms of India. India could
take the dispassionate role of an honest
braker. That was the first phase, and we
know that the second phase was the
signing of the Indo-5ri Lanka accord, and
from a dispassionate position India beca-
me a pary to the conflict. That is the
background. But what were the elemants
of the Sinhala majority and Tamil minarity
issues which wa need to look at again.
One is the feeling of a majority Sinhala
community 1hat it was in fact a minarity,
that it was a minority within the larger
context of India relalion to the large Tamil
population across the border. The second
element is the indifference of the middle
classes in Sri Lanka to the pogroms that
were partially encouraged by the Gove-
rnment against the Tamils in 1983,

There are many lessons one can draw
from the Sr Lankan experience in terms
of looking at what is happening in India.
Whal is critical is that the Sri Lankan
intelligentsia never really reflected on the
ethnic conflictin SriLanka. The SriLankan
inlellegentsia was more concerned with
the palitical economy of the country, with
underdevelopment, with imperialism, but
nobaody really expected an ethnic explo-
sion to come from within. | think that this
is also the case with the Indian intelle-
ctuals in general. And | think the current
events basically mean that the space that
should have been captured by the Indian
inteligentsia in terms of the greatchanges
that are happening in India, the search far
Identity that was emerging in the Indian
situation, the search for a mora decantrali-
sed form of governance which was eme-
rging in India was actually captured by the
fundamentalist movemant rather than by
the secular movement. Therefore today

Or. Rupesinghe is Secrelary-General of Infermationsl Alert, Londan,



the more secular intelligentsia is running
after the event o try and cope, to begin
to understand this phenomenon. That is
the first important lesson that has to be
lzarned when it comas o ethnicity, identity
and fundamentalism. It is always better to
have more prevenlive capabiiity, to be
able 1o build up those linkages among
communities which can prevent conflict.
But | think what is extremely heartening
in the Indian experience, which has not
been reflected in the international press,
is of course the response of large sections
of the Indian paople who have tried to
defend the secular concept of India, who
have organised themselves to address
the issue of escalating fundamentalism
and violenca and who are giving serious
thought to that.

One of the features of the rise of
fundamentalism seems to be the role
that the middle class plays, or its cha-
nging role in society..

| think we also need to relale this to the
revolution of rising expectations, and the
rise of consumerism. | would argue that
once tha neo-liberal economy begins to
take over, when market forces begin to
take over, as happensd in 1977 in Sr
Lanka, there is an enormous increase in
the so-called revolution of expectation
brought about by powerful television
which begins to advertise various consu-
mer goods. In such a rapid transition to
the market, one ol the things that happens
is that the middle classes, and the lower
middle classes begin to be serously affe-
cled. All fixed income groups bagin to be
seriously affecled during the transition,
thay face a drop in income and this leads
to what | call the concept of relative depri-
vation.

It is not absolute deprivation that leads
toadesireforchange, butrelative depriva-
tion in relation to another group which is
just close to you. And | think this is a very
very impariant thing in the Indian context
as well. Cnce you open up the economy
more and more 1o foreign influence and
consurmerism, the sense of relative depri-
vation and the revelution of expectations
becomes so intense in the psyche of
individuals that there is a displacement
from mara secular values to more funda-
mantalist values. One could begin to
explain that frem psychalogical studies
when there is greater uncerlainty, when
there is greaterinsecurily, whenthe sense
af deprivation to the other becomes more
inlense, | would suggest that there is
mechanism of breakdown. The psyche or
tha collective psyches are unable to cope
with the complexity of modermnity.. ltis then
that fundamentalism thrives.. it provides
a vision of purity, it provides a vision of
clear, more simple, a more clear cut way
out from this complaxity and therefore this
is the other intersting challenge of mode-
rnity. Itis in the process of tfransformation
to modemity that fundamentalism has its
greatest attaction.
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Do you see parallels with the rise of
fascism in pre-war Germany?

We need to study this phenomenon
more and not be innocentloit, To go back
to the SriLankan exparience, | would think
thatthe Sinhalese chauvinists had built up
the ideclogy of Sinhalese exclusivism
from around the Second Warld War.
There was a small movement which had
been building itsell up, agitating for Sinha-
la only, and trying to capture the political
centre, In the Sri Lankan case they caplu-
red the palitical centra in 1956 through the
MEP-SLFP combination and we know
what happened then. Then | see three
phases in the evolution of fundamenta-
lism. The first phase is the phase of attri-
tion, the formation of the social movement,
and it takes in our societies an anti-British,
anti-imperialist form. It begins to look at
the myth of erigin, and to revise those
myths of origin, it goes in for a naticnalist
approach, the question of language, of
religion is revived, It is in an agitational
movement. The second phase in Sri
Lanka was 1o aclually capture State po-
wer, and the third phase is the consolida-
tion of the hegemony of the Sinhalese
over the State apparatus, faking over the
amy. This is a process of marginalising
the other. Fundamentalism thrives on mo-
dernity, it thrives on the complexity of
modernity it has a vision and a project of
its own and it does not give up that age-
nda. It conlinues to develop tha agenda,
gather more and maore space for thal
vision. The Indian middle class must be
aware of the project of the fundamenta-
lists, and be prepared for those projects.
Thera cannot be any sense of innccence,
and there cannot be bystanders in this
whaole issue because this is a struggle for
social space, it is a struggle for who is
going to take the arena, whether the de-
mocratic space is going to be regained by
the cilizens and the secular forces, or
whether it will be captured by the more
violent and more fundamentalist forces.,

As a solution to many of the new
conflicts that are emerging, you have
suggested the notion of associative
sovereignty, a change in the form of
the State. Could you expand on that?

The first point is that the State is now
under siege, and there are many expecia-
lions on the State. The Slateis the product
of a particular historical evolution, and
loday lhere are considerable new de-
mands on the State. The first point is that
there has to be a strong State. But it doss
mean that a strong State has to be a
centralised Stale. The sirength of a State
is its ability to devolve, to confederate, to
give more and mare in terms of popular
argans. Sa that the conceplion of citize-
nship is not just State and the people, but
the State and citizens and differant institu-
tions of governance, a mulifaceted,
strong society. What is a strong society
but strong civic institutions, and many

peoples’ institutions. In the discourse on
the State wa must now go away from
talking about State security and national
security. wa must also begin to talk about
peoples’ security, peoples' identity, and
pecples’ sense of their own identity. How
does one balance the requirements of the
Stale and the requirements of the prese-
rvation and evolution of identity and the
security of people. This iz | think a central
issue. Can the State accommaodate the
new identities that are emerging, and
provide them with a framawork for their
expression, or will the State deny those
claims and through that process of denial
develop the national security State. This
is the problem. At a global level, the United
Mations does not even have a mechanism
to addrass the issue of self-determination
after decolonisation. Mamibia was one
case, after that there is Palestine, but
other than that there are no mechanisms
lo adress the issue. What we are now
beginning to see is the emergence of new
people, new definitions of people, and it
is extremely impartant that there is a
mechanism which can begin to enable
new people to address their issues, pre-
sent their claims in such a way that it does
not result in a bloody war as happens at
present,

If humanity has found civilised means
of arbitration between capital and labour,
if humanity has found civilised means of
arbitration between man and waman in
divarce, surely the time has come that we
need an arbitration mechanism for addre-
ssing this issue. We have to make a
distinction between minority claims within
an existing Stale, and the claim of people
for self-determination. Both these need to
be done, but we need a body that can
begin o look at the criteria of what consti-
tutes a minority and what constitutes a
people.. We needtothink through a series
of mechanisms at the regional level. One
of the things that Europe has done over
a period of years s fo appoint a High
Commissioner for minorities under the
CSCE which has been entrusted with the
task of preventive diplomacy, of addre-
ssing minority issues befare they come
up. | think this is a very very important
meachanism, and a measure of the maturi-
ty of the EC. There are no mechanisms
under the OAU, certainly no such mecha-
nism under SAARC and ASEAN. It is
important that a preventive capability be
built up in the region. What | am arguing
is that the globe must evolve into a system
of States, from a reactive system to a
preventive syslem, that is not merely a
system of States, but a system of Siates
with a system of non-governmental orga-
nisations, and a system of people's orga-
nisations. We are evolving to a much more
mulli-faceted global system, and that
system should be a preventive system.
This is the only way we can address the
issue of prevention of war,

— Hindu



Conflict Resolution: An Overview

Laurel Shaper Walters

Cunﬂicf. is universal and timeless.

"Paople have always had fights,
and they've always tried to settle them,"
says Louis Kriesberg, director of the Pro-
gram on ihe Analysis and Resclution of
Conflicts at Syracuse University in Syra-
cuse, New York,

Although informal efforts to resclve co-
nflict date back to the beginning of human
society, the organized field of conflictresc-
lution has taken shape over the past
several decades.

Some cradit the University of Michigan
withinitiating the study of conflict following
World War 1. In 1956, scholars at the
university established the Joumal of Co-
nflict Resolution, which is still published
today.

Conflict resolution refers to a broad
range of strategies for dealing with cla-
shes between nalions, individuals or orga-
nizations. The field encompasses eve-
rything from treaty negetiations between
superpowers to mediation of child-custo-
dy and divorce cases. |t draws on years
of experience and sfudy of the negotiation
process in an effort to minimize violence
and promote peace.

"Conflict has been with us since the
beginning,"” says . Wiliam Zartman, pro-
fessor of international organization and
conflict resolution at the Scheol of Adva-
nced Intemational Studies, The Johns
Hopkins University in Washington. "Bul
we now have a much more scientific
understanding of the components of co-
nflict resclution. We know mora about
what works and what doesn't work so we
can teach people about it."

Training and application of conflict-re-
solution technigues are an the increase
not anly in the United States but also in
Canada, Auslralia, Russia, Europe, and
a few Asian and Middle Eastern countrias.

Theinternational aspect of conflictresc-
lution is often more theorefical and has
deeper roots than more recent and bu-
rgeoning domestic applications.

*There's a growing recognition that
adverzarial confrontation may not be the
bestwaytoresclve allourprablems,” says
Roger Fisher, authar of the bhestsellar
Gelling to Yes: Negotiating Without Giving
in.

However, the term “conflict resolution”
is sometimes rejected in favor of "canilict
management” or “dispute settlement.”
Experis who favor the latter two terms
argue that conflict is inevitable and is

rarely resolved completely or finally.

Despite the diversa viewpoints represe-
nted in the conflict-resolution field, there
are certain areas aof agreement. Conflict
is not viewed as a negative but rather as
a problem ripe for resclution. Once a
conflict is redefined as a problem, it can
be solved according to the basic interests
of the adversaries. Coercion and viclence
are rejected by people working in this field.

Megotiation and mediation are the basic
tools used in conflict resolution. “Caonflict
management or resolution are the re-
sults,” explains Professor Zariman. "Me-
diation, negotiation, and dispute resolu-
tion are the means.”

The goal in resolving any conflict is to
retreat from a "zero-sum” assumption, in
which one side wins and the other side
lases, to a win-win solution, in which the
outcome is mutually beneficial,

Intermediaries who are not directly
engaged in a conflict are oflen called in
to paricipate in third-party conflict resolu-
tion. These third-party mediators facilitate
communication and lock for common
ground between the conflicting positions;
they usually do not have the authority to
impose a solution buttny 1o helpthe paries
raach an agreement.

Alternative dispute resclution generally
refers to conciliation of disputes through
madiation rather than resorling o the
courts. This area of conflict resolution is
growing rapidly as the overtaxed United
States courl system groans under the
weight of increasing litigation.

As the field of contflict resolution conti-
nues to expand, “we're trying to develop
general concepts that apply across the
board in labor negotiations, diplomatic
negotiations, trade negoliations and
personal-injury negoliations,” Professor
Fisher says.

“It's become increasingly clear that
there ara some general ideas that are
relevantwhetheryou're dealing with diplo-
matic conflict or family conflict,”" he says.

Fisherrecently gave atalk titled: "Nego-
tiating with the Soviet Union and Your
Spouse: Is There a Difference?” The
answer, he says, is “thera’s not as much
difierence as you think. In each case you
want to listen, you want lo understand the
ather party's interests, and you want o
separate the relationship issues from the
substaniive ones.”

Fisher helped develop the theory of
“principled negotiation” at the Harvard

MNegotiation Project. Principled negofia-
tion refers to deciding issues on their
merits rather than through a haggling
process focused on what each side says
they will or will not do.

The idea of common negoliaton proce-
dures is a relatively recent development
in conflict resolution, Fisher says. Howe-
ver, some experts in the field guestion
whether general negotiation principles
can be applied across disciplines. "Some
people stress the similarilies and others
would stress the differencesin tha setlings
and the nead to modify what you're doing
ta the specific circumstances”, Professor
Kriesberg says.

International Conflict Resolution

High-level diplomatic negofiationsinthe
1970s helped raise the profile of confli-
ct-resolution principles and technigues in
the international arena. U.S.-Soviet nego-
titations on the strategic arms limitations
treaty and the Camp David accords be-
tween Israel and Egypt gave worldwide
visibility to the principles of conflict resolu-
tion.

“Ifyou look atthe Kissinger negotiations
in the Middle East, there were some preity
imaginative solutions that came up aver
some knolty problems”, Zariman says.
“It's hard to say that never in history was
anything like that done before. But now
there's a greater panoply of ways lo get
oul of problems”,

Countrigs in the clulches of confiict
oiten call on confiict-resolution expers to
come in and serve as mediators. Fisher
was inviled to El Salvador several years
aqo o work with both the FMLM guarrillas
and the Salvadoran Governmant,

“We held workshops for the negotiating
team for the guerrillas and then separately
forthe governmeant before they ever came
together for meetings. When the two sides
met, they finally negofiated an agree-
meant", Fisher says. He remembers one
af the military commandants saying that
the two sides had accomplished more in
one year of negotiation than in 12 years
of fighting.

Cross-cultural negotiations can . get
even more complex than civil conilicts. “If
you have differences of language, i
makss communication more difficult”, Fi-
sher says. “You have differences of
values and perceptions, and frequently
differences in time scale. We Amaericans
often are in a greal hurry to get something
done immedialaly. Japanase, Arabs and
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Africans tend to take a longer-term view
of the warld"”,

The end of the cold war has changed
global dynamics and had an impact an
both conflicts and the role of conflict resa-
lution. "The lid is off", Zartman says, "We
are now realizing — somewhat to our
horrar — that the cold war was a system
of world order. |t kept down small canflicls.
The small conflicts don't have any re-
straints on them anymore. That makes
conflict resolution all the more difficult”.

Zartman also sees relatively small na-
tions — such as Togo, Algeria, Tunisia
and Jordan — playing a larger role in the
conflict resolulion process. “We pay mare
attention to smaller nations as comparad
to big ones than we ever did before in
world history”, he says.

*The name of the game in negoliations
is creativity. You're continually trying io
find ways to get out of or over the pro-
blem”, Zartman says. “The old studies of
negaolialions assumead no creativity, [The
differing parties] just moved toward each
other",

Track Il diplomacy, invalving nongove-
rmmental organizations (NGOs), also is
having an influence on conflict resolution,
And the peacekeeping efforls of the
United Mations are playing a larger role
than they have in the past. “We're davelo-
ping new mechanisms or agencies for
conflict resclution”, Zartman says. Fou-
ndations and MGOs around the world are
offering financial and academic assista-
nce to the field.

The Processes of International Nego-
tiation Project within the |nternational
Institute for Applied Syslems Analysis in
Laxenberg, Austria, is conducling re-
search and providing support o confli-
ct-resolution practitioners,

Former U.S. presidnet Jimmy Carter
has established the Carter Centerin Atla-
nia, Georgia, which hosts conferences on
the issue of conflict and canflict resolution.
Carter has also been Involved in efforts
toresolve severalragional andintra-natio-
nal canflicts, such as the Ethiopia-Eritrea
war.

In 1990, the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Eurcpe set up a Co-
nflict Prevention Centra in Vienna to provi-
de help in resclving international canflicts
in Europe.

Bul situations such as the continuing
“viglence in the former Yugoslavia show
that conflict resolution is not always a
SUCCESS.
Sowhat keeps thosz involvedin conflict
resolution going? "Sunrise”, Zartman
answers simply. “The need of a job lo ba

done and the hopes that they may be able
to doit”.

PART 2: Domestic Confiict
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A Tale. ..

{Continued from pags &)

What followed after 1877 has to be
explained in terms of peculiar molivations

and pathological drives behind the

post-1977 UNP Stale. Asthe case cannot
be argued in full within the space of this
article, | will merely provide some painters
aboul what appears lo have gone wrong.

At the time the UNP came to power in
1977 it was confidently assumed that the
sthnic problem would be solved without
much difficulty because the UNP manife-
stoitsell had acknowleged that the Tamils
did have legitimate grievances. All that
was required was a sefilement of those
grievances and a reasonable measure of
devolution.

Cluick disillusionment followed, The
TULF leader Mr Sivasithamparam has
bean recently reminding us of former Pre-
sident Jayewardene's 1977 statement in
Parliament, "f you want war you can have
war. If you want peace, you can have
peace.” |t was translated into Sinhala and
broadeast every half-hour on the day of
tha historic pronauncemant. The rationale
behind it has never bean clear because
not many Sri Lankans would have imagi-
ned in 1977 that any substantial group of
the Tamils, who had ceased being a
martial people for centuries both in Sri
Lanka and in Tamil Nadu, were raring for
war against tha Sinhalese. There was of
course the LTTE, but up to 1977 It had
killed only about six persons, all of them
Tamil, and that hardly warranted throwing
down the gauntlet for war. It is not at all
clearthatthe 1977 anti-Tamil pogrom was
necessary-or advisable in any way. It
seemed inexcusabla,

What really were the motives for State
arUNF terrarism after 19777 The psycho-
logist Eric Fromm would probably explain
itinterms of a necrophiliac complex in the
post-1977 UNMP, a death-driven rage for
bloodwhich eventuallycametodeluge the
South as well as the Morth-East of Sri
Lanka, killing even more Sinhalasa than
Tamils. It was not primarily a communalist
passion that seized the post-1977 UNP
but necrophilia, a sick delight in death and
corpses, Fromm would say. Any Srii La-
nkan who, while trying to make senss of
what happened lo the paradise isle after
1877, reads Fromm's analysis of the ne-

crophiliac drive in Hitler's Germany, will
be a little disturbed.

Thera could be many lagilimate ways
of trying to understand the post-1977
horror, which makes some kind of zense.
| myself believe that it is best understood
in terms of a mad hierarchical drive co-
mpeunded by post-1977 anti-democracy.
Let me briefly indicate what | have in mind,

All complax societies, that is to say
societies which are developed enough to
have a division of labour, are hierarchically
structured. It makes sense to believe that
in caste societies such as India and Sri
Lanka, the hierarchical drive can be parti-
cularly vicious, The caste-system iz of
course being eroded bath in India and Sri

“Lanka, but the casts mentality can be

expected to flourish regardless, and it
certainly does in both countries. The
Indian caste-system is much nastier than
ours, but for centuries there have been
counter-vailing egalitarian or democralic
factors in Indian society which have been
notably absent or much weaker in Sri
Lanka. In any case, the hierarchical drive
is very poweriul in Sri Lanka and finds its
mast vicious embadimeant in the Sn La-
nkan state.

The problem of an exceptionally vicious
hiararchical drive in Sri Lanka was co-
mpounded by the collapse of demacracy
alter 1977, It meant that State power was
virtually uncontralled, and the predictable
result was the very serious erosion of
slandards of public morality and the se-
riously weakened grasp of reality shown
by the 1877 Govemnment. The vicious
hierarchical drive shown in the State and
anti-democracy was a heady mix. The
power of the post-19877 UMP State can
be bestimaged in Orwell's description af
absolute power, a boaot crashing on a
human face,

I beliava that what happened after 1977
has to be explained more or less along
the linas set out above. The ethnic pro-
blerm acquired a militant form after 1977
because of the madly hierarchical and
anfti-democratic characteristics of the
post-1977 UNP State, and not because
of “Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism™ or the
alleged communalism of the Sinhalese
masses. | will argue in the remainder of
this article that the solution of the ethnic
problem requires as a pre-condition the
solution of the problem of the Stale in Sri
Lanka.



THE J.R. YEARS — (9)

SLFP hated my guts

— Justice Colin-Thome

Arden

n an angry retot Wimalaratne J.

said: “l think a case has bean made out
to review all the judgments given by this
judge in his wayward career... It is a pity
that under the covar of privilege this man
is permitted even to suggest this kind of
libellous falsehood". Samarakoon C.l.
and Wimalaratne J. both retired soon after
these evenls, having reached retirament
age. But Colin-Thome J. had several
years left and ha seemed determined not
1o allow de Alwis 1o damage his career.
In order to do this, he appears to have
imagined that it was incumbent on him to
establish (1) that he was the contrary of
friendly with Felix Dias Bandaranaike and
the S.L.F.P. and (2} that he was a loyal
supporter of the U.N.P. and an admirer
of J.R. Jayewardene. He set about doing
this with a will.

Justice Colin-Thome turned up befora
the select committes with a list of cases
where the slate was a party, in which he
had held with the slate. (The select
committee had not sought such
information). Among the oral submissions
he made to the committee were the
fallowing:

“Ever since | led evidence under the
previous U.M.P. govermment of the late
Mr. Dudley Senanayake before the
C.W.E. Commission of Inguiry in 1967,
| have been a marked man by the
SLFP. | was hand-picked to lead
evidence ... of the rackets of S.L.F.P.
bigwigs and their henchmen. One of the
highlights of the evidence | led before
the Commission was that expansive
sarges were specially flown from
Madras, and thess were taken lo
Temple Trees' (the Prime Minister's
offizial residence), to the house of Mr.
Felix  Bandaranaitke, Mr. T.B,
llangaratna, Mr. Mahanama

Samaraweera, Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud
{all S.LF.P. cabingt ministers) and
others and sold under the counter to
them. They werg so mad with me that
they tald me to leave the country before
they came back to power. | wish to say
that in the 1977 election nothing gave
me greater pleasure than listening to...
the Dompe result. (Felix
Bandaranaike's constituency, which he
lost).

| want to say this: My relations with
His Excellency the president have been
very cordial. In fact | know him. | have
known the President from 1948 and |
have had very cordial relations with him.
We have a common interest in history.
| adrmire his culture, his refinement, and
it was naver my intention at any time
lo do anything hammful to  him
personally. We have met at several
functions at President's House, at
private dinners, and in 1981 he invited
me and my wife for his birthday party
at President's House. We were very
honaured",

Justice Colin-Thome did not stop with
that. He went an:

“My community (the Burghers), my
tamily, are histraditional supporiers. My
father was a worker for Mr. Henry
Amarasuriya (a former U.N.P. minister)
for years in Galle, and acluzlly, before
| joined the Atiomey-General's
department, | used to work with Rick,
the President's brother-in-law, Rick
Abeywardeng, I think Mr.
Wickremasinghe (2 member of the
Select Committee) will remember the
induction of Mr. Harry Jayewardene
(tha president’s brother) as president of
the Bar Associafion in 1976. | was one
of two or three judges who specially
went to that function and got very

unpopular with Felix. | had a long
conversation about the state of affairs
in the country at that time with His
Excellency the President.

| would like to hand in 12 matters in
which | have held far the State. | mark that
P.C.T.8.

There are four volumes of the CW.E.
Commission, loads about the S.L.F.P.
They hated my guts.

When Mr. Harry Jayewardens's
inductiontook place in Kandy... there were
only three Suprems Court judges whao
made it a point to go and | was one of
those three judges. My wile and | made
a special point of attending that function,
Thereis a witness hare who, | think, would
have seen me there, the Hon. Minister of
Eduecation. My wife and | made it a special
point”.

The country was aghast to see a
supreme court judge reduced fo such
straits by the president’s meddling.

The select commitlea’s findings were:

1. There was not sufficient evidencea
of a conspiracy between Messrs.
Felix  Bandaranaike,  A.H.M.
Fowzie and/or any other persons
caonspiring to deceive orinduce Mr.
de Alwis 1o enter into a transaction
with Mr. Fowzie and thersby
discredit the S.P.C. :

2. It was not established that there
ware circumsiances which
rendered it  improper for
Wimalaratna J. to have agreed to
hear 5.C. Reference Mo. 1 of 1882,

3. There was not sufficient evidence
that the decision in that case of
Wimalaratne J. was influenced by
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any improper considerations of
bias against Mr. de Alwis.

4. It was not established that thera
were circurmnstances which
rendered it improper for
Colin-Thome J. to have agreed to
hearS.C. Referance No. 1 of 1982,

5. There was not sufficient evidence
that the decision of Colin-Thome J.
in that case was influenced by any
considerations of bias against Mr.
de Alwis.

B. The committee were “completely
safisfied” that there was no
evidence that pleadings filed by or
onbehalf of Mr. Bandaranaike were
prepared in the Chambers of
Colin-Thome ..

7. The commiltee had come to the
conclusion that there was “no
justification for the failure of the
judges to afford an apportunity to
the Attormey-General to address
them on behalf of the State” and
were of the view that "if the court
had the benefit of full and complete
submissions “from the
Attorney-General the court may
have arrived at a different decision
in regard to the issue of a Writ of
Quo Warranto which materially
affected the Warrant issued by His
Excallency the President”.

B. The commitiee thought there was
weight to the argument that the
affidavit of the two commissioners
Weeraratne J. and Sharvananda J.
had been disbelieved by the
supreme courl. They could not
agree that this “cast no reflection
on the judges”

In March 1986 Justice P. Calin-Thome
was appointed chairman of a Special
Fresidential Commission to  probe
complaints of bribery and corruption
against Ministers, M.P.'s, government
officials, Tender Board officials etc. In
announcing this appaintment, in a speech
he made at the Sr Dhamapalaramaya,
a Buddhist ternple in Mt. Lavinia, on 27
February 1286, President Jayewardene
stressed that “administrators should lead
a clean public life”. The president added
that "Democracy should be preserved
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and protected in the same way a hen looks
after its egg”. (The Island 28 February
1986)

Jayewardene liked, every now and
then, to make such gestures, for cosmetic
reasons. It is possible that he considered
that a judge who had not hesitated to go
on public recard as having expressed
admiration for him could be relied on, in
execuling his commission, not to do
anything that might embarrass him
politically, The commission was
inundated with complaints including some
against a number of cabinet ministers,
Unece the commission had disposed of
allegations against two ar three minaor
officials, President Jayewardene wound
it up. His ministers were safe. Mo one had
seriously expected Jayewardene to
permithis ministers’ activities to be probed
by the Colin-Thome commission. The
president offered no explanation to the
cauntry for his decision,

The final report of the commission was
published as a sessional paper. It stated
thal, up to 20 September 1887, 1973
complaints had been received of which
634 were being investigated when the
commission was wound up. (Daily News
25 March 1988).

Jayewardene had, comparatively early
inhis presidential career, madeitclearthat
hehad nointention of taking serious notice
of allegations of corruption made against
his ministers and M.F's. In January 1981,
speaking at the headquarers of the
Sucharita Movemnent, he said (as reported
in the Daily News): “If any action of my
ministers or of a member of the
government's parliamentary party s
brought to my notice | will inquirg first
before accepling the allegation. Any
denial or explanation | wil accept
forthwith”, (What he was saying, in his
plonking style, was that any allegation of
impropristy made against any of his
minislars ar backbenchers would be
referred by him to the person against
whom it had been made. If that person
denied the charge he would proceed no
further in the matter.) He went on to add
that it was his experisnce that this
approach “contributed to the smoothest
functioning of the wheels of government".
He explained that this was in accordance
withthe principle of British justice that “ona

is presumed to be innocent until found
guilty”. A columnist in the S.LF.P. paper
commented: "Even a schoolchild knows
that the presumption of innocence in
British jurisprudence does not mean that
a man's plea of 'not quilty’ is forthwith
accepted and that no trial takes place”.
(The MNation: 13 February 1981).
Jayewardene's political foes found
planking of this high order difficult to
counter effactively.
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POVERTY (2)

The SAARC Response

Problem and Setting

1.

FPoverty in the Region in the year
1991, based on the conventional
“Poverty Line" esfimates in most
countries, would be between 330 to
440 million, It is more likely to be in
the higher range.

Given the present trends in popula-
tion and ecanomic growth and in the
absence of a concerled plan of
action at poverly alleviation, the nu-
mbers are likely 1o increase substa-
ntially.

The problems of poverty are further
aggravated by various other social
deprivations and discriminations
from which the poor sufier as well
as by the spatial inaccessibility of
outlying, remate and distant terrain
which prevent the delivery of social
goods and services.

The Structural Adjustment policies,
which accompany the
open-economy-industrialisation
strategy currently being adopted by
most SAARC countries, are likely in
the shorlerterm, to putfurtherstrains
on the poor.

The Report reinforces the conclu-
sion that the magnitude and comple-
xity of the problem of poverty in
South Asiais staggering. When cou-
pled with the multifaceted crisis cu-
rrently facing South Asian countrizs,
the prablem is becoming unmana-
geable, not only putting democracy
at risk but also posing a threat to the
fabric of South Asian socigties.

Inadequacy of Past Interventions

B.

The conventional development inte-
rvantions over the past fifty years
has resulted in a growth rate too low
to have an impact on the levels of
living and human developmant of
the large number of poor, Though
South Asia has achieved an avera-
ge growth rate of 3.1 per cenl over
the past ten years while several
other regions in the South have had
negative growth, such growth has
failed to "trickle down” or be admini-
stratively redistributed fo the poor,
excepl in a limited mannar. The ma-
gnitude of poverty remains unacce-
ptably high,

Excessive dependence onthe State
for every lead in development curlai-
ledinitiatives of the people. Obsessi-

ve precccupation with capital accu-
mulation, as the driving force in eco-
namic progress, resulted in negle-
cting the capacity of the poor the-
mselves. Cdncentration on indu-
strialisation/modernisation, as the
darminant paradigm of development,
created dualilies in the system and
wide gaps between rural and urban
levels of living as well as further
polarization within these areas. The
poar, wherever they lived, faced the
worst consequences of these proce-
SSEes.

In making an overall assessment of
the results of the adaptations mads
to conventional development wi-
sdom by Scuth Asian countries, ho-
wever, thereis evidence of a positive
side, albeit a limited one, as far as
the poor are concemed. These limi-
ted positive effects are:

(i) Some of the benefits did “irickle
down” to the poor in areas where
there was a systematic emphasis on
agricullural development and food
production;

(i} In a few South Asian countries,
or States within countries, where
there was consistent investment in
social development programmes, a
significant level of human develo-
pment was achieved even by the
poor, at low levels of income; and

(i) Where massive financial resou-
rces were available and the bureau-
cracy was committed and efficient,
poverty was ameliorated through the
"delivery of inputs" to the poor in
selected sectors and areas.

In the past three to four years, all the
countries in South Asia have been
tentaiively attiempting o adapt their
overalldevelopment plans to ensure
that social polarisation and poverty
reproduction are not exacerbated as
their economies are liberalised and
adjusted in pursuit of the Open-Eco-
nomy Industrialisation  Strateqy.
Someare atternpting to further dece-
ntralise the process of development
decision-making, some are placing
greater emphasis on social develo-
pment, and still others are atte-
mpting to furtherincrease the delive-
ry of inputs to the poor more effi-
ciently, streamline the administrative
redistribution machinery and food
systems and introduce safety nels.
A few have recenlly begun to initiate

10.

bolder new programmes of social
mebilisation, which fall broadly wi-
thin a new pattern of development,
that enable the poor to contribute to
growth and human development
and also assertthe righttoresources
intended for them.

However, mere continuation of the
conventional development pattemn
with marginal variations, greater effi-
ciency in achigving these limited
gains and ad hoc consullation with
the poor in the name of participation
would not be adequate to reverse
the process of povery reproduction.
The sheer magnitude and complexi-
ty of the task should not be undera-
stimated, The eradication of poverty
in South Asia would require a major
political approach in which participa-
tion of the poor plays a critical role.
A mere technocratic approach is
inadaquate.

Learning from the Ground

11.

In the past ten lo fifteen years, a
sufficient body of new experience
has matured at the micra-level inthe
South Asian countries which demao-
nstrates that where the poor parici-
pale as subjects and not as objects
of the development process, it is
possible to generate growth, human
development and equity, not as mu-
ually exclusive trade-offs but as co-
mplemenlary elements in the same
process. An in-depth analysis made
of the hundreds of participatory pro-
cesses an the ground confirm that
the poor have contributed to growih
and human development simulta-
neously undervarying socio-palitical
circumstances. They also demo-
nsirate that, at relalively lower levels
of income, it is possible for the poor
io achieve a high level of human
development. These experiences
provide amalterial basis forthe asse-
rion that a qualitatively and quantita-
tively significant new elamant can be
added to the sirategic options for
poverty eradication in South Asia.
The few success cases thal have
been presented in the Report ara
merely illustrative of how poverly is
being alleviated, savings and inve-
stment are being increased, assets
are being created cost effectively.
There are thousands of these in
various slages of maturation in
South Asia. There is also evidence

{Excerpt from the Executive Summary of the SAARC Report. The first part appeared in our last issua)
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that where this process is supported
sensitively with adequate resources
and mechanisms, the process can
be expanded cost effectively.

A closer look into the experiences
on tha ground points to a number
of common and specific lessons on
what has been achieved through
social mobilisation and paricipation
of the poar in development. The
lessons and achievements include
the following:

* Building organisations of the poor
is an esseniial prerequisite for po-
verty alleviation. Through these
organisations, the poor can save
and invest efficiently.

*

Empowerment of the poor is the
means 1o poverty eradication.
Through empowerment, the poor
can also assert the right to resou-
rces intended for them and enha-
nce their dignity and self respect.

Poor women can effectively ove-
rcame their double burden
through the same process.

The need for sensitive support
mechanisms to calalyse the pro-
cess of social mabilisation. A new
kind of animator/facilitater who is
identified with the poor and co-
mmitied to poverly eradication
needs to be a par of these su-
ppor mechanisms.

»

Participatory monitoring and eva-
luation have to be built into the
process so that sell-corrective
aclion can take place as the pro-
cess evolves.

The experiences indicales the need
to consciously expand existing orga-
nisations of the poor and create new
institutions through which they can
participate in development. They
need their own inslitutions as well as
the support mechanisms because
there are sericus systemic obstacles
to their becoming the mainstream.
How this can be done is now clearer.
The Report elaborates in detail on
“How" the poor have contributed to
growin, human development and
equity in the same process. In this
process of social maobilisation, orga-
nisations of the poar and new kinds
of sensitive support mechanisms
would implement the strateqic
options. The sensitive support me-
chanisms could be varied, e.g. non-
governmental organisalions, banks
for the poor, cooperatives and even
decentralised government agencies
working with new norms. The State
would provide the enabling policy
framework, resources and devolve
power to the poar.

A Pro-Poor Perspective and
New Premises for Action

14.

15.

The inadequacy of the past develo-
pment response, the limited positive
results at the macro level and the
lessons from the ground have been
combined to provide the new premi-
ses for action for a strategy of pove-
iy alleviation.

The Perspective which should
informthese new premises foraction
should be unambiguously pro-poor
and culturally relevant. The new pre-
mises for action is a pattern of deve-
lopment which initially moves on twa
equally strong frants:

{a) The open-economy industriali-
sation front.

(b) The poverty alleviation frant.

These two parallel strategic thrusts,
having longer and shorter term time
frames, can be harmonised as the
lwo processes evolva,

The Heport has concentrated on
ariculaling the elements that should
infarm the Povery Alleviation front.
They are:

* Povarty canbe eradicatedin South
Asia by the year 2002, i.e. within
aten-yeartime frame, leaving anly
a rasidual number of poor who
would need social wellare progra-
mmes. This latter calegory can be
kept wilhin manageable limits and
be carried by sociefy until they, oo,
can becoms part of the mai-
nstream of development in wider
human terms.

This would involve a doubling of
GDP per capita during this te-
n-year plan fram the current US3
300 to US$ 600 per capita (given
a projected population growth rale
of 1.8 percent) This meansa GDP
growth rale of 9 per cent per
annum forthe Region, This growth
rate of 9 per cent is an ambilious
target, but achievable. It can build
upon the growth rate of 3.1 per
cent in the 1980s which was
achieved under very advarse co-
ndilions. Each SAARC country
can phase its indicative planning
targels according 1o its own pote-
nitial,

Such an increase will have to be
produced by a different pattern of
development which reguires an
explicit political commitment of the
leadership and the participation of
the poor in development. Such
political commitment would have
to focus on the two conventional
targets of growth palicy: lowering
the incremental capital-output ra-
tio from 4:1 to 3:1 or less and

increasing the marginal saving
rates from the current levels to 27
percantormora. Such alarge shift
would also require the involve-
ment and paricipation of the poor
through their own institutions and
mobilisation of their own savings
and thatof the non-poor. Lowering
of the capital-output ratio would
involve a growth strategy based
on labaur-intensive developmant,
with high productivity and human
development.

A key element of the strategy has
to ba to makilise the savings of the
poor themselves as a first step.
South Asian countries have litlle
choice but to use labour, the factar
in surplus. The investment activity of
the poor is effected mainly notin the
form of monetary instruments but as
asset crealion by transforming lz-
bourinto capital. Combined with pro-
perarganisation, it can help unleash
new forces leading 1o efficient asse!
creation. The “sharing and caring”
characieristics of the poor in South
Asia and the values of “simplicity
and frugality” can reinforce such an
effart. Thus, in addition to the canve-
nticnal accumulation process by the
State and the private sector, thers
is a compulsion for a new accumula-
tion process,

Lastly, this process must include a
nettransfer of resources to the poor,
Apart from increasing their savings
and having access to capital, such
a resource transfer can alsotake the
form of improving the social and
physical infrastructure for the poor,
once again through their own parici-
pation, All this requires a major effart
at sacial mobilisation leading to the
release of the crealive energies of
the poor and the building of their
organisations.

* Most of the poor in South Asia live
in rural areas and depend directly
or indirectly on agriculture; food
security is an Important compao-
nent, net only of survival but also
of the basic dignity and well-baing
of the poor. Thus a foremost ale-
ment of the development pattern
is to give a new priority to agricultu-
re with emphasis on food produ-
clion and a household food securi-
ly programme. The State needsto
make an explicit palitical guara-
ntee of the right of the poor to food
security.

The designing of a strategy for
small-scala, labgur-intensive
industrialisation for which South
Asia has a comparative advanta-
ge, forms a third element. This



strategy would absorb the une-
mployed and underemployed
poar, including youth, into produ-
clive aclivities. Labour-intensive
industrizlisation is a function of tha
product mix, technology choice,
scale of activity, plant size and
supporting institutions.

* An essential prerequisite of the
poverty eradication strategy is
human develapment which gua-
rantees the right of the poor to
participate in decisions that afiect
their lives, the right to food as a
basic human right, the right to
work and the right to all informa-
tion services. Literacy, primary
education, health, shelter and
protection of children have also
been included in this list of priar-
ties. Defining and promoeting the
role and status of women in socie-
ty and ensuring the full participa-
tion of all strata and groups in
development decision-making is
necessary 1o make human devea-
lopment holistic. The ultimate
objective of economic grawth is to
bring a higher level of human
development within the reach of
the poor and thus to expand the
range of their choices. In this way
development itself is made mora
participatory and  equitable,
where growth and human develo-
prment need not be trade offs.

* Although, initially, such a pro-poor
strategy can be designed and
implemented independently of tha
longer-term open-sconomy indu-
strialisation and the associated
programme of structural adju-
stment — adopted by most cou-
ntries, eventually the two strands
af the overall development pattern
would have to be harmonised with
each other, Since they have diffe-
rent fime frames, this harmonisa-
tion could take place as the two
processes unfold. South Asian re-
gianal cooperation to create a one
billion strong markat and a South
Asian community can further rei-
nfarce the harmonisation process.

An Agenda for Action:
A Plan for the Poor

* Using the Perspective and lhe
Premises for Action as the point
of departure, the States in South
Aszia need to articulale a New
Clear Vision for the Poor.

-

The Commission strongly reco-
mmends that each SAARC cou-
niry should prepare immediately,
a national-level Plan for the Poor
using the Pro-Poor Perspeclive
and the Premises for Action ide-

nlified in this Report. The imple-
mentation of such a Plan for the
Foor in their respective countries
shauld build onthe successcases
on the ground and other innovati-
ve macro processes currently
being initiated in all these cou-
ntries. Maw kinds of sensitive su-
pport mechanisms should be part
of the implementation process.
The whole process should be mo-
nitared with built in self-corrective
participatory measuras.

In arder to achieve this end, a
concrete and practical Agenda for
Action by the Governments has
been recommended in chapter 4
of the Heport.

Success in preparing, carrying oul
and menitoring this Pro-Poor Plan
would raquire a re-affirmation, at
the Dhaka Summil, of the unde-
rlying assumption in the Report of
a deep political and administrative
commitment by each of the South
Asian Governments to the urgent
task of Poverly Eradication within
the given time frame.

Ll

Consensus on Eradication of Poverty
in South Asia

6.

10,

Conscious thal the Sheer magnitu-
de and complexity of South Asian
poverty conscious that the sheer
magnitude and complexity of South
Asian poverty constituted a major
paliical and economic challenge,
the Heads of Slate or Government
reiterated their commitment to conti-
nue to accord a high pricrty to its
eradication from the region in the
shortest possible time.

They pledged to overcome this cha-
llenge through the implementation of
appropriale pro-poor development
stralegies almacro and micro levels.

In this context, the Heads of State
or Government welcomas the Re-
port of the Independent South Asian
Commission on Poverty Alleviation
established al the Colombo Summit.
The Report provided wvaluable
insight and illusirative examples of
successiul poverty alleviation pro-
grammes in individual Member Sta-
las.

Acknowledging that the abiding
human qualities of dignity, creativity
and preductive potential, are eroded
by chronic poverty, the Heads of
State or Government reiterated their
commitment to empowering the
poor for enhanced growth, consi-
stent with human development and
aquity.

The Heads of State or Government
committed their Governmeants une-

11.

i2.

13.

quivacally to the eradication of pove-
ity in South Asia, preferably by the
Year 2002 A.D. through an Agenda
of Action, which would, inter-afia,
embaody:

* a strategy of social mobilization,
involving the building of organiza-
tions of the poor, and their empo-
wermen! through appropriate na-
tional support mechanisms, wilh
the assistance of respective Go-
vermments;

a policy of decentralized agricultu-
ral development and sharply focu-
ssed household level food security
through universal provision of
‘Daal-Bhaat’ or basic nutritional
neads;

a policy of decentralized small
scale labour intensive industriali-
zation, with the choice of efficient
and cost effective technology;

a policy of human development,
including the enhancement of the
social role and status of poor wo-
men, the provision of universal
primary education, skill develo-
pment, primary heallh care, she-
Iter for the poor and protection of
children;

a policy to support the above initia-
tives with adequate financial re-
SOUras.

The Heads of State or Government
stressed that within the overall co-
nceptual approach of "Daal-Bhaat',
the right to work and the right to
primary education should receive
priority.

The Leaders also underscored the
critical link between the success of
national efforts aimed at poverly
alleviation and the external factors
affecting growth and development.
They urged all major actors in the
world econormic scene, particularly
the industrialized countries and mu-
ltialateral and regional financial insti-
tutions and Nen-Governmental
Organizations to create an enabling
intarnational atmosphere that is su-
ppartive of poverly alleviation pro-
grammes in South Asia. This would
require a new dialogue with donors.

-

-

The Heads of State or Government
agreedlathe follow-up actionindica-
ted below:

a national level of pro-poar plan
to be drawn up by each Member
State. This plan is to be harmoni-
Zed with the open economy and
structural adjustment strategies;

to share during the next Summit
information regarding the pro-
gress achieved,
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The UN — An Instrument of Pax Americana

James Ridgeway and Sabine Guez

Maw York

here was a time when the Uniled

MNations was the last bast hope for all
mankind. Mo moare. In May this year UN
negatiaior sold out all those who had
hoped the enviranmental conference in
Hio would, at the very least, win agree-
ment for reducing greenhouse gases by
a certain date. Instead, answering to the
dictates of US policies and sounding like
arepresentative of the American Manage-
ment Association, the negotiator dropped
tha timelines that make the agreement
meaningful and substituted a wi-
shy-washy, generally worded resolution
to reduce the gases.

It was symbolic of what the United
Mations is fast becoming. The internatio-
nal arganisation that stood between the
Soviet Unlon and the Western allies for
45 years is emerging from the shadow of
the Cold War as a new, unexpected, and
potentially disastrous presence in world
politics — the instrument of Pax America-
na in the New World Order.

In addition, since he took over in Ja-
nuary, the new secretary-general, Bou-
tros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt, has moved
to downsize the bulky buraaucracy and
complated the process far an unimpeded
embrace of free-market economics.
Arbiter

In the minds of most people the United
Mations functions at two different levels.
First, it is an instrument of Western power
—with, until recently, enough of a correcti-
ve nudge from the Soviet Union to give
it more than the appearance of a true
international organisation. Second, since
the end of colonialism from the early
1960s on, the UM has been a forum for
the dabate and promulgation of a set of
high principles conceming humanitarian,
health, and environmental concems that
it struggles to persuade the governments
of the warld to heed. Inthe latter capacity,
over the last 20 years it has been a kind
of arbiter for a spirit of cooperation and
decency, moderating the excesses of co-
lonial capitalism, racism, and dictatorship.
Its economic role has been marginal, but
through bodies such as the World Heath
Organisation it held forth the prospect of
true intemational cooperation against di-
seases — AIDS, walter-bome epidemics
— and gave contex! to the sort of broad
international policymaking that is simply
impossible to achieve on any other level.

The United Mations has fought for its
existence from the beginning. Since Rea-
gan's election, conservatives have tried,

with some success, to cut off funding, and
later to change the UN's attitude toward
private enterprise. The UM negotiator's
compromise on the environment in May,
for example, followed the advice of the
Heritage Foundation to the Bush admini-
stration.

At the same-lime, the Right has worked
to stop the organisation of what little eco-
nomic independence it possessed and to
make sure serious economic matiers
were decided by organisations clearly
under US control — like the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund. Ge-
rmany and Japan are 0o consumed with
their own priorties to begin to intrude into
the UN arena, and the nascent superpo-
wers, like Brazil and Taiwan, are still too
small to make a difference.

Since May this year, there have been
close to 45,000 UN troops deployed in
countries around the world, from El Salva-
dor, where they are manitoring a cease-fi-
re, to Yugoslavia, where they are trying
to separate the Serbs and Croats, to
Cambodia, where the UN will essenlially
end up administering the entire country.
The UN Charer says the arganisation can
use peacekeeping forces to resist aggre-
ssion, but increasingly the UN is plunging
inta internal conflicts to stop violence.

The year the projected peacekeeping
operations will cost over $2.7 billion, more
than twice the regular budget of the UM,
That's not much, ‘considering millions of
people across the world are involved'
{Particularly when you consider that De-
sert Storm cost §1.5 bilion a day), says
Brian Urguhan, the veteran UN civil se-
rvant and undersecretary-general for spe-
cial political afftairs from 1874-86 who now
warks at the Ford Foundation. Urquhart
is a major proponent of employing UN
peacekeeping forces as a tripwire to stop
wars before thay start. The US pays 30%
of the cost of the peacekeeping opera-
tions, and even though the UM shows
every sign of acting as its lackey, it is slow
to pay up.

Over tha last two decades the US has
soughtto avoid the price of fighting foreign
wars, After ending the draft, during the
Reagan era America fried combining gue-
rilla operations with a force of mercenary
irregulars in MNicaragua. They were follo-
wing through on the experments in Laos
with hill tibesmen and with Cuban emi-
gresin the disasirous Bay of Pigs invasion
of Cuba. There was evenlalkin the heady
days of Reaganism of turning the confras,
Cubans, and American soldiers of fortune
into an American foreign legion to fight

irregular wars in the Third World (with the
redeeming virtue that there'd neverbe any
American casualties). The sudden inte-
rest in expanding the UN's peacekeeping
role brought the unkind suggestion that
in this new era the UN can provide that
mercenary force for the US, Great Britain
and France (three permanent members
of the Security Council). To pay for all UN
activiies — the organisation is already
£1.95billion indebt—Urguhart says, "You
could put a §5 surcharge on all internatio-
nal airline tickets. Mobody would notice.
There's already a $§36 security-tax on all
airline tickels, and nobody even noticed
that. That's one way. We cleared the Suez
Canal by a 3% surcharge on canal tolls
paid by the shipping business in 1857.
There's an arms register now, which is
supposed to register international arms
fransactions. You could put a 1% levy on
that and you would easily raise $2 billion
a year. The arms trade is the most produ-
clive in the word. It makes mare monay
aven than drugs. Why not cash in on it?

But at a time when the Bush administra-
tion is resolutely pushing free market eco-
nomies, the U5 is against any more taxes
— not just at home, but everywhere in the
world. The Charter readly doesn't provide
thie UM with taxing authaority and you would
have 1o have some kind of convention ar
treaty,” Dick Thornburgh, Bush's former
attorney  general who now, as
undersecratary-general for Administra-
tion and Management, is the US point man
atthe UN, said in a recentinterview. '1think
{the members) would be a liitle leery of
ceding taking power.”

Rather than taxes, Tharnburgh looks to
the private sector. ' think that certainly one
of the options that would be looked at
would be private contributions to help,
mayba fo create an initial peacekeeping
fund that could respond to emergency
situations.' He thinks a fund might be set
up for ‘humanitarian’ aid, and whila initially
the UM looked for support from member
countries, Thomburgh now says, ‘| think
that it's entirely possible that private contri-
butions could be received from corpora-
tions, foundations around the world, They
have an interest, particularly multinational
corporations have an interest in peace
and stability in terms of their own participa-
tion in economic developrment.”

Price

Since the lragwar, the UN's beeled-up
peacekeeping apparatus has looked like
a Westarn mercenary force. “We had 1o
pay guite a price for being independent,’
explained Abdalla 5 Al-Ashtar, Yemen's
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ambassadorto the UN. Right after Yemen
and Cuba voted in the Security Council
againstthe use offorcein the Persian Gulf,
‘we wers told we were going to pay a price
for the vate. | was informed in the councl
chambers by one American official that
our vote would cost us deary. And they
delivered. One million Yemen| workers
were expelled from Saudi Arabia in ona
rmanth. Economic assistance from the gulf
countries and the US was completely
stopped,’

I think that idea (that the UM has bece-
methe wesl's foreign legion)is nonsensea,’
says Urguhart. '| think that every gove-
mment from the largest to the smallest
ties to use the UN as an instrument of
its policy, including tiny little countries. But
obviously the most powerful countries are
the most successful in doing it. But it
seems tome that, because of the financial
factor, there willbe atendency to cut down
on UN activities in countries which are of
less interest to the industrialised world.!

When, for example, Somalia asked for
UN peacekeepers ta monitor a fruce in
its civil war, the US balked at the prospect
of shouldering the cosl a time when it
already is committed to paying for UN
farces in bolh Yugoslavia and Cambodia,
two more popular causes. After all, who
ever heard of Somalia?

The fundamental question which eve-
ryone avoids addressing is the limils of
sovergignty,” argues Stephen Lewis, Ca-
nada's former UN ambassador, who has
assailed the UN's involvement in the Pe-
rsian Gulf, 'But the UN as an organisation
simply hasn't come to grips with it so it's
a highly ad hac lurching proposition. Inthe
21st cenlury there's going to have 1o be
a redefinilion of sovereignty which gets
some countries to relinguish some sove-
reignty for the sake of keeping peace, and
in the interim it's strictly ad hoc. But to say
there is anything fundamental or lo-
ng-term in it is pushing it.

‘Ironically, | don't think the peacekes-
ping role is easily sullied, because too
many countries have too much interest,
Lewis continues. ‘Take a country like Ca-
nada, We've been peacekeepers from
day one. We've been involved in every
single UN peackeeping activity from the
beginning. Even Canadians, surrargates
lo American palicy as we tend be, would
bridle if they saw a real abuse of paackee-
ping.’

Corporation executives

Of course, in the New World Order it's
butter, not guns, that will win the hearts
and minds of consumers everywhere.
During the Cold War, when the US saw
itself locked in battle with the Soviet Union
for influence in Africa — indeed all across
the periphery of the ‘Soviet Empire’ —
Americans used to argue the Third World
should take up economic pragmatism
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against the suffocating dictates of Sovie-
t-styla economic command structures. In
pursuing the rollback’ of the imperial Red
engine, the Right pushed for democratic
pluralismin such places as Nicaragua and
Angola.

On the economic front these attacks
were aimed al the were aimed at the dead
hand of statist enterprise. The Heritage
Foundation, with its close access 1o the
inner councils of both the Reagan and
Bush administrations, was amang the
mast aclive critics, publishing pamphilets
and books promoting a pro-US reform of
tha UN.

With the Cold War and the Saviet Union
gone, thase calls for pluralism and demo-
cracy have been replaced by a sirident
ideological demand for the free markat,

'I think the most important thing in the
UM is to balance the relationship between
the industrialised counlries and the deve-
loping world," Urquhart says. Ifit's a purely
intergovemnmental arganisation, let's say
in the fields of environment and develo-
pment, | don't belisve it's going to remain
vary relevant to what is happening bacau-
se the forces in those fields are not gove-
rmmental, they are mostly non-govemme-
ntal, private sector. These are the forces
which are going to shape the future. | think
the UM will shortly have to have a look
at its own palitical structure and see whe-
ther it does not have to build in another
dimension, Either that, or | think it will go
out of business in some of these fields

The new secrelary-general is atte-
mpting to reform the economic functions
of the UM. He has abolished certain entj-
ties and mergad others into ane existing
organisation, putting the whale under a
new unit, headed by a litlle-known Chine-
se diplomat, a move widely interpreted as
downgrading the economic functions,

The basic idea is to strip the UN of
economic activilies that tend toward re-
dressing the balance between the indu-
strial North and undevelopad South. Inthe
past, the UN has advised small countries
how to obtain better deals fram biginterna-
tional commodities firms and written re-
ports that attack cigaretie companies by
name for their export policies. This has
all been shuffled off into a corner.

Atthe same time, the reformers aim ta
widen the import of intemational corpora-
tions within the organisation. As it stands,
specialised economic missions fraom the
US are often staffed by executives of
corporations. Non-government organisa-
tions such as the International Chamber
of Commerce provide international co-
mpanies with built-in lobbies, CODEX is
a UN agency, jointly supervised by WHO
and the Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion, thatdevelops intemational standards
for food additives, drugs, chemicals, pesti-
cides, and food contaminants. Corpora-

tion executives generally sit as members
of the country delegations, and beyond
thal CODEX welcomes comorate views
on standard setting in general. The sta-
ndards are harmmered out in committees,
whose activities are sponsared by cou-
ntries that agree to fund them. The US
sponsors several commitiees and it asks
business for advice and counsel on what
the standards should be. They might as
well have been written by the companies
thamselves.

This standard-setting mechanism has
far-reaching cansequences. The CODEX
standards are accepted by the General
Agreement on Tarifis and Trade, the wo-
ridwide forum for erecting trade policy, as
the existing international standards.
These slandards can be used to weaken
generally tougher US standards in, say,
pesticide talerances. This is a fiendish
apparatus that provides the UN stamp of
approvalto standards that seriously enda-
nger the health and well-being of people
everywhere.

It's thiz sart of thing that Boutros-Ghali
has signed onto. ‘To make it absolutely
cleartothe Western public,' Boutras-Ghali
told Die Zeit of Hamburg last winter, 'l am
not all that concermed aboul financial or
technical assistance to the Third World.
Your citizens, in any case, are sick and
tired of constantly being asked to donate
food or money. Thera is a more impartant
role for the North — that of mediator...Far
the South, what matiers is that the Morth
pay attention, on a political lavel, to evenls
there. Thal is more important than fina-
ncial and technical aid”

Second chamber

‘Idon't think that it is a good idea to have
private corporations having a large influe-
nce on things that are done, but | do think
that their advice and experience could be
used,’ says Urguhart, wha more than
anyone is an architect of what is to come.
‘And | think in some cases, because they
benefit greally from some of the things the
UN does, that people should at least
consider whether (the corporations)
shouldn't take part in financing them.'

It's a little hard to see just how corpora-
tions could have much mare of a free hand
in the operations of the United Nations,
since they permeate its life blood as it is.
But Urquhart suggests private enterprise
conceivably could be accommodated in
a 'second chamber of the General
Assembly,’ or in ‘a non-governmental and
private gathering of some kind.'

What that would meanis that intematio-
nal palicy in the global village wauld be
sel by many corporations working toge-
ther through different nation states —
frank acknowledgement of the ideals of
the New Waorld Order.

— Tha Village Vaoice



m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is lawghter and hght banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco
leaf in a barm, [t & one of the hundreds of such
bams spread cul in the mid and upcountny
intermediate zone where the arable and remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacoo grows as a
Jucrative cash crop and the green leaves furn to
qold... to the value of over Hs. 250 million or more
annually, for pechaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tahacca is the industry that brings employment to
the socond highest number of people, And these
people are the lobacco barn owmers, the tobacco
qrowers and those who work for them, an the land
and in the bamns.

For them, the tobacoo leaf means meaningful worl,
a comfortable hife and a secure future. A good
eraugh reason for laughter,

5 Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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