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BRIEFLY. ..

Rebels return

Gamini Dissanayake and Ro-
nnie de Mel, two high profile mini-
sters in UNP cabinets under Presi-
dent J. R. Jayewardene's leade-
rship, who quit the party following
differences with President R. Pre-
madasa were readmitted to the
fold by President D. B. Wijetunga
a few days before parliament was
dissolved. Dissanayake got back
his old (though now somewhat
truncated) Mahaveli ministry and
de Mel, a long time finance mini-
ster, was given Ports and Shipping

Miracle worker Anura

In the pre-dissolution cabinet
reshuffle Higher Education Mini-
ster Anura Bandaranaike was
given the additional portfolio of
MNational FReconciliation, a new
one,

He woved to perform the “mira-
cle” that Melson Mandela and W.
de Klerk, Yasser Arafat and Yitzak
Rabin had worked in South Alrica
and Palestine. In those countries
imeconcilable opponents  had
apparently come together, Mr Ba-
ndaranaike said. So why notin Sri
Lanka?

DBIPS to probe tea

Petroleum Corporation Chai-
mman D. B. |. P. S. Siriwardene,
one of the few remaining Civil Se-
rvants of old, has been appointed
by President D. B. Wijetunga to
probe the tea industry currently in

crisis. He has been asked to inve-
stigate and recprt on the reasons
for the unprecedented decline in
tea prices.

ETF makes big money

The Employees’ Trust Fund
(ETF) has eamed a pre-tax profit
of a record Rs 1,330 million in
1993, up by 35 per cent over the
previous year, according to chai-
rman Sunil Wijesinghe.

Casinos still banned says
government

The ban on casinos sfill holds,
said a Presidential Secretariat
announcement following a ne-
wspaper report that casinos were
alive and kicking in and arcund
Colombo.

The announcement said: “The
ban on casions introduced under
Emergency Regulations, promu-
lgated in May and June 1991, is
still in force. These Emergency
regulations have not been resci-
nded. Nor has the govemment
given any green light for operation
of casinos.

“Therefore, if any casions arein
operation in the city or elsewhere
in Sr Lanka, as stated in the news
itern, they are illegal. Instructions
have been given to the police to
deal with them as provided for in
the Emergency Regulationsandin
the law”.

“Socialism is the aim”

The govemment’s flagship, the
Daify News, quoted on its front

page an interview to a Sinhala
daily by the SLFP’s organiser for
Mahara, Nimalasiii Jayasinghe,
alias Loku Athula. Jayasinghe said
that he was afirm believerin socia-
lism but that in the present climate
the establishment of a completely
socialiststructurehadtobe along-
term aim; restoring complete de-
mocracy was the most pressing
need of the hour.

Jayasinghe, better known as
Loku Athula then, was among the
JVPers who served prison sente-
nces for the insurrection of 1971.
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DRUGS ?

Amendment to Drug Regulation No. 34 of 1984 in Govt. Gazette Extraordinary No. 722/3
of Monday the 6th July 1992.

“No person shall dispense a prescription which does not specify the Generic Name of
a drug.”

MSJ goes down in the history of Drug Rationalization in Sri Lanka as the first Company
to collaborate with the Government on Generic Manufacture. MSJ swiftly moved over from two
decades of Brand Manufacture for the biggest multinational Drug Companies operating in this region
to almost exclusive Generic Manufacture Jfor the people of this country. Our range of Generic drugs
now serve a wide spectrum of Health Services from the big city Clinics and Base Hospitals to the
remotest Govt. dispensary and General Practitioner in the country.

There is no glamour in illness — not for the sick anyway. The sick need swift, cost-effective,
safe, rational treatment, not market incentives.

Iliness does not spare either rich or poor, patient or physician.

The Bibile-Wickremasinghe drug reforms were designed and adopted to re-introduce ethics
into therapeutics. Generic prescribing and Generic dispensing were the main levers of implementation
of Drug Rationalization Policy.

In Good Times and Bad Times, Epidemic and Disaster, War and Peace, Generic Drugs
Jfrom MS] have been a dependable source of relief in illness for over a third of this century.

M. 8. J. Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.,
Factory and Laboratories
P. O. Box 430
Colombo 15.




NEWS BACKGROUND

Good opportunity to gauge the

mood of the electorate

Mervyn de Silva

hat was the week that was.

OnFriday 17th, twoformer stalwarls
of the 1978-88 J.R. regime, Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake (Mahaweli Minister) and
Mr. Ronnie de Mel (Finance Minister)
were backin the party, in Parliament and
Cabinet. Under President JR's supervi-
sion, Finance Minister De Mel had been
the brilliant manager of the new econo-
mic strategy that JR had introduced in
collaboration with the IMF and World
Bank. As Irrigation Minister Gamini Di-
ssanayake had been the manager of the
huge multi-purpose Mahaweli scheme,
the show-piece development praject of
the JR Presidency. Such was the
symbolic power of this Sri Lankan
“Aewan” that Gamini, regarded as JH's
pet, was also considered the party’s
“great white hope™.

The Indian intervention and the IPKF
presence that sparked the JVP insurre-
ction put paid to such hopes. The astute
JB chose the nationalist (anti-Indian)
and populist Prime Minister Premadasa
to contest the SLFP leader Mrs. Banda-
ranaike at the 1988 polls. Mr. de Mel
misjudged the electoral mood and joined
the SLFP. When Premadasa won —not
too convincingly — de mel left the
country. Mr. Dissanayake joined Natio-
nal Security Minister Lalith Athulathmu-
dali, an equally formidable UNP stalwart
in an impeachment plot that misfired.
They formed the DUNF — the first se-
rious setback forthe conservative "Esta-
blishment” party.

The impeachment, though abortive,
was the first overt sign of the underlying
“dis-unity” of the United National Party.

Question: How much of the DUNF
vote has returned to the UNP after the
assasination of the charismatic Lalith
and recently the retum of Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake to the party fold?.

With his aggressive anti-IPKF, anti-
Indian polemics, Premadasa not only
matched the nationalist-populist appeal
of the JVP but created the correct clima-
te of opinion for Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne
and the security forces to quell the JVP
insurgency.

Question: Did the JVP mobilise a
disaffected generational constituency
much larger than its own committed
support-base? The UNP has been in
office for 17 years: Sr Lankans vote at
18. And 5 years have passed since the
revolt was crushed. Did the “JVP consti-
tuency” (not the JVP) iilt the balance at
the Southem province polls.

The CWC, an ally of the UNP since
1977, has decided to go it alone. It may
work with the Sri Lanka Muslim Co-
ngress of Mr. Ashraff, and then discuss
the future with the UNP.

Question: Orwith the SLFP-led Peo-
ples Alliance, if the post-election situa-
tion calls for such a move?

For the moment, at least, President
DB's move has lowered the temperatu-
re.

But why the General election which
could have been held any time in the
next 7 months? And why this contest
when the Presidential poll must be held
long before the parliamentary?

Itis clear that President Wijetunge did
not wish to take the plunge and seek a
second term, until he could gauge the
mood of the electorate, identify the weak
constituencies, and see how the minori-
ties [Tamil, Indian Tamil plantation la-
bour, Christians and Muslims] vote.
Those who do not attribute such motives
offer a simpler explanation — astrology.

Two issues will decide voter beha-
viour, the economic and the ethnic. Sri
Lanka was thefirstin South Asiato adopt
free-market policies, and take the IMF-
World Bank route. The opposition has
already focussed on jobs and rising
prices. Though it is careful not to talk
of “socialism”, it does raise hopes of
“structural adjustment with a human
face” while condemning “crony capita-
lism". On the ethnic, the PA and, Cha-
ndrika are more conciliatory. Mrs. Ba-
ndaranayake and President Wijetunge
are staunchly "Sinhalese-Buddhist” in
their thinking. The mood is for change.
This is certainly true of the “new voters".



CWC will go with UNP or solo

8. Selvakumar

While the two major palitical parties, the
UNP and the Peaple’s Alliance are prepa-
ring for the big showdown on August 18,
the Ceylon Workers' Congress {CWC)
and the Sr Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC) with a considerable vote bank in
selected districts will decide within the
next few days with whom they should
throw their weight.

CWC Chief and Tourism and Rural
Industrial Development Minister Saumya-
moorthy Thondaman speaking from his
Kotagala residence stated that CWC Na-

tional Council and the Executive Commi-
ttee were scheduled to meeton July 2 and
3 in Kandy and Colombo respectively to
decide on his party's alliance at the fo-
rthcoming general election,

Asked whether his party would suppart
the People's Alliance in the election, Mr.
Thondaman said: “Ifwe are notcontesting
alongside the UNP, then we are not going
to contest with any other party”. This
statemment by the veteran politicianis a firm
indication that the CWC will not support
the PA at the forthcoming election. And

Tight security in Colombo follows arrest

of Tiger hit squad

Panduka Senanayake

Security was tightened in Colombo with
overt and covert operations being lau-
nched by the police and security forces
following the arrest in the city of a terrorist
hitsquad with over 300 kilos of explosives.

"We have tightened security. Joint mili-
tary and police investigations are on to
track down other squad members of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
who are believed to be in the city with more
explosives”, a senior defence official,

Military and police officers were tight
lipped about the intended target of the hit
squad, identified as members of the hard
core '‘Black Tigers'. However, itis belioved
to be the headquarters of a defence esta-
blishment in a very sensitive part of the

city.

Defence officials said that it would have
been only one of several targets in the city
selected by the LTTE.

"We are keeping a close watch on other
vulnerable points in the city. There are
possibilities of other squads being there
with alternative targets”, an official said.

According to some officials, the first
week of July, set aside to commemarate
the achievements of the 'Black Tigers' by
the LTTE, would have been selected for
the attacks with the most likely date being
July 5,

4

“On that day in 1987 the terrorists ca-
rried out their ‘Miller Operation’ with a
cadre named Miller driving an explosive
laden vehicle into the army camp at Ne-
liady. It was their first suicide bombing
operation and was carried oul sgon after
the successful Vadamarachchi operation
by the security forces against the Tigers”,
an official said.

Officials believe that a double cab with
a secret compartment in which the hit
squad members were travelling, at the
time of their deteclion would have been
used as a vehicle bomb in the attack.

The detection ata checkpoint, made by
one of the army's most decorated officers,
led the military to an LTTE safe house in
Dehiwala where the 300 kilos of plastic
explosives were hidden.

The house had been rented from a
Sinhala owner for a monthly sum of Rs.
5000. The explosives, concealed in seve-
ral metal boxes were hidden under bu-
ndles of ' Kottakelzngy brought down from
Jaffna,

One of the four hit squad members
committed suicide by swallowing a cyarni-
de capsule at the time of arrest

{Sunaay Observer]

even if the CWC contests alone, its me-
mbers who would win will back the UNP
in Parliament.

SLMC chief M.H.N. Ashraff said that
right now his party would wish to contest
the election solo, but preferred an alliance
with the CWC to that with the UNP or the
People's Alliance. Asked why he prefe-
rred the CWC to the UNP or PA. Mr.
Ashraff said that in alliance with a minor
party, the SLMC could preserve its inde-
pendence.
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TWENTY FIFTH HOURII

Sinhala-Tamil Relations: From Trust to Terror

Jayantha Somasundaram

Sinhala-Tamil tensions and confiicts in
e form known fo us are of relatively
recent manuiaciure — a fruly twentieth
canlury phenomencon —S.l. Tambiah.

A century ago it was believed that there
were two major communities in Sri Lanka,
namely, the low Country Sinhalese and
the Sri Lanka Tamils. Majority status was
notan outcome of numbers, because both
the Kandyan Sinhalese 31 percent and
the Tamils of Indian origin 13 percent,
exceeded the Sri Lanka Tamils who co-
mprised 12 percent, of the population.
Rather, it was a status that was determi-
ned by economic achievement and mode-
misation. In practice this majority status
was the preserve of the Low Couniry
Goigama Sinhalese and the Peninsula
Vellala Tamils.

The Karawe Community, in spite of the
econemic successes that they achieved
in the latter half of the 19th century, were
denied representation on the Legislative
Council until 1912 when Sir James Peiris
was nominated to one of the two Low
Country Sinhalese seats. The Tamils too
enjoyed two nominated seats under this
expanded Legislative Council that the
Crewe-McCullum Reforms  introduced.
Also for the first time, an elected Ceylona-
se seat was created. The Goigama and
the Vellala united to nominate Sir Ponna-
mbalam Ramanathan who defeated Sir
Marcus Fermando in the election to the
‘Educated Ceylonese seat’.

Aliberal secularism had emerged in the
15th century to which leadership had ini-
tally been given by enlighlened Engli-
shmen. In 1840 Eliot used The Obsener
0 suggest representation for taxation.
Later came the Ceylon League consisting
of European businessmen and Burgher
professionals. In this century it grew to be
2 secular nationalism to which Sinhala
=nd Tamil leaders subscribed.

Influenced both by the Indian swaraj cry
and the ideas of Arunachalam, a group
of liberals set up the Jaffna Youth Co-
ngress in 1924, They campaigned for the
abolition of dowry and called for temple-
-entry, nalional identity and self gove-
mment. In 1931 they sponsored the bo-

ycott of the State Council elections becau-
se it had not been preceded by puma
swaraj.

In Commiunal Politics wnder Donou-
ghmore Consifituion, Jane Russel wrote
that “in the 1910s and 1920s the nationa-
lism which was propogated was a ‘Ceylon’
nationalism, which drew ils inspiration
from the fact that Ceylon was a territorially
homegeneous unit. This doctrine was
enunciated by the English educated elite
in both the Sinhalese and Tamil communi-
ties and it took for its symbol the goal of
Dominion Stalus and the overthrow of
alien British rule. Ironically the Jaffna
Youth Congress was the most ardent
believer of this proto-Lanka nationalism.”

Ramanathan considered himself a 'Ce-
ylon MNationalist' leader and believed that
he would continue to be regarded as such
by all the communities. This in 1915 he
fearlessly spoke out against the British
Govemor, defended Sinhalese leaders
like F.R. and D.5. Senanayake who had
been jailed in the wake of the anti-moor
fiots, and proceded to London to argue
his case there. On his return he was given
a hergs welcome and camied in proce-
ssion from Celembo Harbour by the Si-
nhalese leaders he had defended.

The Devonshire-Manning Constitution
which was adopted in 1924 extended the
elective principle and gave the Ceylonese
a majority an the Legislative Council. Anti-
cipating the replacement of communal
electorates with territorial electorates, the
Tamil leadership had obtained an assura-
nce in 1918 from Sir James Peiris and E.J.
Samarawickrema, that the Sinhala leade-
rship would support the demand for a
Tamil seatin the Westem Province. When
this pledge was broken, Arunachalam the
founder president, resigned from the Ce-
ylon National Congess. He wrote: My sole
reason for withdrawing fromthe Congress
was the breaking of this pledge.

Within the Ceylon Matiohal Congress
G.C.5. Corea pleaded for reconcilliation
when he said “The Tamils in Colombo,
cut off from their own community in the
Tamil domain, were engaged in the
struggle for existence among strangers...”
And in 1925 the Congress and the Tamil

Mahajana Sabhai agreed to a ratio of 1
Tamil; 2 others in the legislature. But this
pledge too was broken by the Congress,
now under the leadership of Francis de
Zoysa.

The Jafina Youth Congress boycott
collapsed in 1934 and elections were held
in the Northern electates. In the wake of
the 1936 State Council elections, a Pan
Sinhala Beard of Ministers were choosen
thanks to the permutations and combina-
tions worked out by Mathematics Profe-
ssar C. Suntharalingam for D.S. Senana-
yake. This had been prompted by what
Senanayake had seen as the lack of
co-operation on the part of the two Mini-
sters from the minority communities, Peri
Suntharam and T.B. Jayah, in presenting
a unanimous request for further constitu-
tional reform. In 1944 Arunachalam Maha-
deva, who had been elected to the Board
of Minislers the previous year, added a
dissenting minute to the Ministers Draft
Scheme —the set of Constitutional propo-
sals that Sir Ivor Jennings had drawn up
for D.S. Senanayake. It was this absence
of unanimity that led to the appointment
of the Soulbury Commission by the British
Government

Balanced Representation

As early as January 1918, the Jaffna
Assaocialion had insisted that there be
parity between the Sinhalese and non
Sinhalese members of the Legislature. In
July 1930 Ramanathanina memarandum
addressed to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, predicted that with the
advent of Universal franchise and territo-
rial constituencies, “if out of 58 members
of the Slate council, 35 agree to pull
together... (they) will control the machine-
ry of Government (and) ... will have the
maslery of Ceylon.” It was in the light of
these fears that in the 1930s G.G. Ponna-
mbalam advanced the scheme of ‘bala-
nced representation’ which would restrict
the number of seats of any one community
to 50 percent of the legislature. Initially he
had the support of malay leader T.B.
Jayah.

D.5. Senanayake succeeded in convi-
ncing the Soulbury Commission that
under the Ministers Draft Scheme the



legislature would not be skewed against
the minorities. The Commissioners wrate
that “we were furnished with statistics to
lllustrate the working out of this scheme
... its advocales estimated that of the 95
elected seats 58 would go to the Sinhale-
se, Ceylon Tamils 15, Indian Tamils 15,
Muslims 8, making with 6 nominated
seats, a minority representation of 43 in
a house of 101." But no sooner had he
become Prime Minister than D.5. Sena-
nayake introduced citizenship laws which
disenfranchised the Tamils of Indian ori-
gin. Inthe 1952 election 75 Sinhalese MPs
were returned against 20 others.

Tamils of Indian origin, whe were in the
main plantation labour, did not evoke co-
mmunal resentment until 1931 when uni-
versal franchise was introduced and the
workers became unionised. By 1939 the
LSSP was leading the plantation waorkers
in militant strike action which was mat with
violence by the Government and the
employers. In 1942 the LSSP was ba-
nned, its leaders arrested and the party
went underground. After the War the
LS3P returned to launch an agitation
which culminated in the 1947 General
Strike; they also emerged as the main
oppesition party in that years Parliamenta-
ry elections.

The United National Party government
which took office introduced the Citize-
nship Actof1948 whichmade it necessary
for those other than citizens by descent
— Sinhalese, Ceylon Tamils, Ceylon
Moors and Burghers — to acquire citize-
nship through registration by establishing
three generations of paternal ancestry,
Prof. Shelton Kodikara in his book /ado
Ceyion Relations since Independencena-
ted that “the number of Indians who could
claim citizenship under the Actwas infiniti-
simal in proportion to the Indian popula-
tion."

The citizenship Act was the result of the
UMPs concem that not only did the Ceylon
Indian Congress obtain 7 seats, mainly in
the Central and Uva provinces but that
Tamils of Indian origin influenced the vo-
ting in another 14 electorates in the adja-
cent Provinces, where the left parties
scored victories. The UNP ensured the
passage of this discriminatory legislation
by invoking fear and hatred among the
Sinhalese; Minister A Ratnayake told Pa-
riament that 5. Thondaman, the Ceylon
Indian congress leader had "a vision of
Ceylon tederated with India, dominaled by
India, overwhelmed by India." In contrast
H. &ri Nissanka a prominent Buddhist said
from the oppasition benches: | am not in
a position to vote upon a measure which

ignores the first principle of law.

The UNP's citizenship laws which wate-
red down minority representation led to
the resignation of Senanayake's Trade
Minister C. Suntharalingam and a split in
the Tamil Congress as S.J.V. Chelvana-
yagam went into opposition and formed
the Federal Party.

The Alliance Collapses

The collapse of the alliance between the
Sinhalese and Tamil elites was the result
of electoral politics in a system of territorial
constituencies and universal franchise.
The grant of the franchise coincided with
the rise of the left movement which intro-
duced mass politics. They went lo the
people with economic slogans and de-
mands, advocating socialism and libera-
lism. The only way the Sinhala elite could
outflank them was by raising racial and
religious slogans. At the 1947 election the
UMNF used posters of temples bumning to
whipup religious hysteria againstits oppo-
sition. But the LSSP and CP suceeded
in denying the UNP a majority of seats,

The Kandyan Sinhalese had felt left out
of power. Thus in 1927 their Chiefs asked
the Donoughmore Commission for Fede-
ral Polity with regional states for the Ta-
mils, the Kandyans and the Low Counfry
Sinhalese. Electoral arithmetic dictated
that the Low Country Sinhalese abandon
their alliance with the Tamils to win over
the Kandyans. The disenfranchisement of
the Tamils of Indian arigin, in an electoral
system where constituencies were dema-
rcated in terms of number of inhabitants
naot voters, led to a significant increase in
Kandyan representation.

The Goigama leadership was also
under pressure from minority Sinhala
groups who feared that their prospects for
social and political mobility would be
stymied s0 long as the Goigama-Vellala
alliance prevailed.

“A numerically stronger territorial repre-
sentation opened vistas forthe ‘new class’
among the non Goigama, in particular the
members of the Karawe, Salagama and
Durawa castes. Hence the attitudes of the
leading members of the latter groups from
the 1920s. James Peiris, P. de 5. Kulara-
tne, L H. Mettananda, Francis de Zoysa,
C.P. de Silva and Cyril Matthew are but
a few examples of Sinhalese chauvinism
taking extreme posilions. A Goigama Ve-
llala compact, even through reconsidered
as late as 1945 might have excluded the
non Goigama arrivistes from their share
of the fixed pie," explains A.J. wilson in

The Break-Up of Sif Lanka.

Had the Sinhala-Tamil alliance been
part of a Ceylonese nationalist spirit
forged in the context of a struggle against
I]Sn'tish rule it may have been more resi-
lient.

As Leslie Goonewardena told Parlia-
ment "...we did not have mass struggles
againstimperialism in order to winindepe-
ndence. If the Sinhalese as well as tha
Tamils had gone to jail in their thousands,
aconsciousness not of Sinhalese or Tamil
nationalism, butof a Ceylonese nationality
would have baen built up in that struggle.”
(Hansard 8.6.56)

B.C. Pact

The introduction of Sinhala as the offi-
cial language in 1956 further strained
Sinhala-Tamil relations. The Federal
Party and the Left Parties proposed parity
of stalus for Sinhala and Tamil. But the
two Right-Wing Sinhala parlies had whi-
pped up the language issue. When he
proposed in parliament that Sinhala and
Tamil be made state languages, Dr. N.M.
Perera said "It would have been easy for
me and the members of my party to have
sponsored the very popular idea, Sinhala
only, and we would have been acclaimed
as heros.” But Leslie Goonewardene
warned that “there is the grave danger if
the Tamils feel that ireparable injustice
is done to them, there is a possibility of

_their deciding even to break away from

the rest of the country.” (Hansard 8.6.56)
And Dr. Colvin R. de Silva predicted that
“Two torn little bleeding states may yet
arise..." (Hansard 14.6.58).

Prime Minister 5.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
reached an agreement with Chelvanaya-
gam to address the concerns of the Ta-
mils. "His formula for language (Sinhalese
as the official language with provision for
the reasonable use of Tamil) and his
solution to federalism (regoinal council
with devolved powers) could have conso-
lidated the island state,” laments A.d.
Wilson in The Break-up of Si Lanka.
“Unfortunately he was trapped by the
forces he had unleashed; he was compe-
lled to abandon his pact of 1957."

The hard Right bitterly cpposed the
agreement. Rev. Buddharakita and
Health Minister Vimala Wijewardena, who
were later to lead the conspiracy to assa-
ssinate Bandaranaike, laid seige to his
residence, while J.R. Jayawardene ma-
rched to the Dalada Maligawa to take a
vow to see the pact abrogated.

Chelvanayagam continued to negotia-
te. On the eve of the July 1960 elections
he received an assurance from C.P. de



Silva, Felix Dias and A.P. Jayasuriya that
the 1957 Pactwould be implemented, and
on that basis informed Govemor General
Sir Oliver Goonetilleke that the FP would
support an SLFP Government. But once
glected the SLFP reneged on its promise.

Again in 1965 the FP supported the
Dudley Senanayake govemnment on the
basis of an agreement that District Cou-
ncils would be set up. But pressure from
UNP backbenchers forced the Cabinetto
drop the proposals.

Proposals submitted by the Federal
Party to the Constifuent Assembly were
ignored and instead in 1972 a Republican
Constitution was enthroned which was
Unitary in nature, gave constitutional
status to Sinhala as the official language
and gave primacy to the Buddhist religion.

Economic Issues

The issues were not only constitutional,
they were also economic. As early as
1249 at its inaugural meeting the FP said:
Even more dangerous to the Tamil-spea-
king people is the Governments Colonisa-
tion policy. We have only the beginning
of it in Gal-Oya ... There is evidence that
the government intends planting a Sinha-
lese population in this puraly Tamil-spea-
king area.

By 1959 Amparai was a separate ele-
ctorate in the Eastem-Province retumning
a Sinhalese MP. Colonisalion in the
Kantalai-Trincomalee area led to a
second Sinhala electorate, Seruwila in
1976. Colonistion then switched to the
Morth and a Sinhala AGAs division was
carved out of Vavuniya. In the 1980s
aggressive Colonisation such as the co-
nvict settlements at Kentand Dollar Farms
and the Weli Oya settlement around Army
camps were underway. Between 1946
and 1981 the Tamil component in the
Eastemn Province reduced from 44 to 36
percent, whilst the Sinhala component
rosa from 20 to 34 percent of the popula-
fion.

The MNorth did not provide the Tamils
with opportunities for social mobility and
sconomic advancement through working
the land. Education which facilitated
=mployment in the State seclor and the
orofessions was the only escape route.

“The lands occupied by the Sinhalese
are among the most lush in the World. It
= not a gross overslatement to say that
when a Sinhalese is hungry he need only
reach out and pluck a mange or plantain
{banana). If economic privation is & preco-
naition for high need achievement then it

is not difficult to see why this is not one
of the outstanding components of the
Sinhalese personality,” says Marshall Si-
nger in the The Emerging Elite.

*Unfortunately far the Ceylon Tamil, the
lands they inhabit are among the least
fertile in the Island. Food crops will grow
— with considerable effort — but never
in great abundance. Thus he has been
forced to work very hard on the land and
to seek occupations off the land wherever
possible.”

“The preponderance (of Ceylon Tamils)
in the administrative and professional
ranks has commonly been atiributed to
the availability of good secondary schools
in the Jaffna peninsula. There are deeper
reasons however. The secondary schools
developed because of a poweriul de-
mand. The demand arose because of the
concentration of population in the peni-
nisula and the ecological limitations these
regions did not have the same degree of
economic opportunity available to the
peaple of the central highland and the
south-west lowlands," says Anthropolo-
gist Michael Roberts.

At the tumn of the century Low Country
Sinhalese who comprised 42 percent of
the population and Sri Lanka Tamils, 12.8
percent had 39 and 29 percent of profe-
ssional places.

On tha other hand 75.3 percent of indi-
genous plantation owners were Sinhalesa
in 1917, Tamils accounted for 8.6 percent.
“The economic resources of the Tamil
areas were much limited than that of the
Wet Zone and although there were Tamils
with investment in plantations and trade,
in this they hardly matched the Low Cou-
niry Sinhalese. The educated Tamils
tumed to the professione and to service
in the bureaucracy, especially in the lower
clerical grades. Literacy in English was
high in Jaffna,” says K.M. de Silva.

Even though they were dominant in the
area of propery ownership and contral,
the Sinhalese found themselves outnu-
mbered in the area of employment, both
at the administrative and professional
levels which the Morthern Tamils and the
Burghers dominated and at the manual
level where Tamils of Indian origin compri-
sed the bulk of plantation labour.

The language policy automatically
enhanced the competitiveness of Sinhale-
se forentry tothe public service. However,
atthattime the Eksath Bhikkhu Peramuna
demanded that persons educated in
English or Tamil be prevented from taking

public examinations until 1967 and F.R.
Jayasuriya fasted in support of that de-
mand. The Minority Rights Group in UK
reported that Tamil representation decli-
ned as follows:

7856 1970
Administrative Service 30 5
Clerical Service 50 5
Professionals 80 10
Armed forces 40 5

Economist S.W.R. de A. Samarasinghe
warmed that “If the present recruitment
patterns which often offer less than 10
percent of the places to the Tamils is
continued, it will almost certainly aggrava-
te inter-ethnic tension.”

The Language policy also resulted in
the emigration of large numbers of Bu-
rghers and Tamils. This coupled with the
repatriation of 600,000 Tamils of Indian
origin changed the ethnic composition of
the Island.

a7 7287
Sinhalese 66 74
Tamils 26 18
Moaors 7 7
Burghers 0.6 0.2

From 1971 admission to the Universi-
ties ceased tobe on the basis of meritanly.
Erof. K.M. de Silva writes “The gualifying
mark for admission to the medical faculties
was 250 for Tamil students whereasitwas
only 229 for the Sinhalese. Warse siill, this
same pattern of a lower qualifying mark
applied even where Sinhalese and Tamil
students sat for the examination in
English.

In the following year a systern of media-
-wise standardisation was introduced, it
was later coupled with a system of district
guotas. The former benefited the Low
Country Sinhalese, the latter the Ka-
ndyans, "In every case the changes in
admission procedure was not due to edu-
cational reasons but to political pressure,
“writes historian C.R. de Sivain Colective
identiies, nationalism and profest i1 mo-
dem 57 Lanka.” By 1977 the issue of
University admissions had become the
focal point of the conflict between the
govemment and Tamil leaders. Tamil
Youth, embittered by what they conside-
red discrimination against them, formed
the radical wing of the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front. Many advocated the use of
violence to establish a separate Tamil
state of Eelam. It was an object lesson
of how inept policy measures and insensi-
tivity to minority interests can exacerbate
ethnic tensions.”



MEDIA

Broadcasting futures

he agenda for the discussion was

prompted by the recent revolution in
broadcasting technology principally, the
advent of saleliite television transmi-
ssions. This new technological era has
created an unprecedented opportunity for
large numbers of broadcasting organisa-
tions, both domestically-based and inte-
mational, to use the television medium.
For the first time, millions of people are
becoming television viewers in their own
homes. But the very impact of the satellite
revolution has also given rise to a range
of new, and sometimes urgent, issues. In
the countries of the Indian sub-continent,
lively debates are in progress about how
lorespond. These revolve around various
questions, such as the need to develop
a sirategy for dealing with the cultural
effects of foreign programmes on a mass
indigenous audience; how to license and
regulate new regional stations, as well as
trying to guarantee standards of quality in
their programming.

The chairman of the proceedings, Shri
Pran Chopra, opened the discussion by
suggesting that the increased competition
belween various areas of the media can
only be beneficial. Where competition is
restricted, there is arisk of official interfere-
nce, censorship and falling standards in
output.

The keynote address was delivered by
Shri P.5. Deodhar, whose recent inquiry,
on a government-appointed committee,
has encompassed a wide range of broa-
dcasting issues. He pointed out that the
communications revolution has been effe-
clively exploited by private enterprise; pu-
blic sector broadeastingin India is hampe-
red by bureaucratic practices. There is a
need for creative people in this field to
enjoy greater freedom. But the many de-
bates on the future of the electronic media,
which may throw up important issues,
often fail to lead to any paricular conclu-
Sion.

The rapid growth of satellite televisian,
by its nature, is very different from the
development of radio stations, which may
start at a local level and aspire to a wider
field of nationwide transmission. With tele-
vision, the emphasis has been, primarily,
on the wider canvas. But local transmi
tters, linked to a satellite network, should
allow for a mix of programmes, retaining
those of particular interest to alocal audie-
nece. This would also help to encourage
grassrools television production and ge-
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nerate advertising revenue. Cable opera-
tors will eventually be able to offer up to
one hundred different channels on Indian
telavision.

A BBC sponsored Seminar
serles was heldin Delf, Islama-
bad, Dhaka and Colombo.

Shri P.S. Deodhar alsa drew attention
to the potential role of the electronic media
in reaching the substantial illiterate section
of the population in developing countries.
The task of informing and educaling such
pecple will give grealer responsibility to
the broadcasters. But this business also
has to be commercially viable, dependent
as it is on advertising revenue. The me-
ssage carried on the medium should help
to evolve a distinctive Indian identity, as
has happened in the United States. India’s
failure, over recent years, to develop a
coherent palicy on what kind of software
or programming to transmit, has been
damaging. Television, after all. has a di-
rect impact on its viewers, particularly
children. There is an urgent need for
research into the psychological and social
effects of television in India.

A special presentation was made by Dr
Geoffrey Pardoe, of General Technology
Systerns Ltd (UK):

“Where Is Media Technology Taking
Us?"

Dr Pardoe emphasised the widespread
improvements in the performance both of
visual and sound transmission, and the
accessories of electronicequipment, such
as microphones and cameras. Digital te-
chnology which is more compact and
efficient than its predecessors is bound to
change the face of television progra-
mming. The number of channels which
would be available, carrying technically
clear signals, offer the prospect of widely-
ditfused public service information tips for
health and sanitation care, for example.

At the organisational level, there are
many ways to create joint ventures and
licensing agreements between groups in
both developed and developing sacieties.
Here, it's not just a matter of transferring
technology, but of pooling human experti-
se in management, set in a proper co-

mmercial environment, wilh supparting
services and quality control available to
the technicians.

The discussion was then thrown open
to allow a variety of contributions from
speakers. Among the poinls raised were
the following:

e Shii P. Kashyap A¥ indfia Radic. Co-
ncem that the dominance of comme-
rcial interests in satellite television will
swamp public service aspects of broa-
deasting. There must be a sense of
social responsibility so that the broa-
dcasters maintain a human understa-
nding of their audience, not patroni-
sing themn, for example.

* ShriK.M. Shrivastava Dept. of Journa-
lism, Punjabi University, Patiala: Fear
that whichever party is in charge of
central govemment will try to retain
excessive control over such a powe-
riul mediurn. The priarities of the ruling
elite are fundamentally different from
those responsible for the technology
arthe production of programmes. Unli-
ke the development of the press, broa-
deasting has traditionally been in a
closer relationship with government.

s DrKiran Kamik Consortium for Educa-
tional Communication, University
Grants Commission: The extent of
television reception with projections of
40 million television sets in India. rea-
ching about 200 million people still
leaves open the question of access for
the remaining 70 per cent of the popu-
lation. Also, in the new television co-
mpanies due to come into existence,
there shouldn't be any confusion be-
tween the owners and the managers.
Regardless of who owns a station, the
management should be autonomous,

» Kailash Budhwar, formerly Head of
BBC Hindi Service, challenged Profe-
ssor Deodhar's argument that the me-
dia could create a specific Indian ide-
ntity. Who would decide that identity?
The task should not belong to the
media. The diversity and plurality of
Indian cullure have to be recognised
and defended, where necessary,
against homogenising and centrali-
sing tendencies. Anyway, advertisers
are looking for regional, as well as
national, markets, so regional progra-
mmes should be guaranteed.



» Shri S.5. Gill, former Secretary, Info-
mmation and Broadcasting: The aims
of providing education and enterai-
nment aren’t always consistent in pra-
clice. New satellite channels are full
of low-guality programming, but are
very popular. If some pecple are
apprehensive about the coming of sa-
tellite television, It's because its image
is mostly as a low-brow entertainment
medium. Operating in the open marke-
t-place, it's no surprise that quality
standards are low; the companies be-
lieve that they, by screening enterai-
nment, ratherthan news orinformation
programmes, they can boost their
audience, and so gain more adverti-
sing revenue.

Several speakers objected to this do-
wri-market approach to television, but
there didn’t have to be a conflict between
high production standards and popular
appeal. However, there is a real risk of
guality being compromised in commercial
conditions. On the other side, pressures
to reduce Doordarshantelevision channel
to being a hand-maiden of commerce
should be resisted; it has to be funded by
the state in order to camy out its function
25 a public broadcasting senvice.

= Shri Harish Khanna, former Director-
General, Doordarsharr. The official
response in India to satellite television
has been slow and inadeguate. Te-
chnology has set the pace, but
shouldn’t necessarily overwhelm sira-
tegic planning of the medium. There
isachallenge to befaced. The creative
talent certainly exists, but it has to be
nurtured and given proper facilities.

The need for more home-based cove-
rage of news events because the inte-
mational news organisations aren't
always sensitive to the attitudes of the
local community. There was a feeling
that some people are currently afraid
of a so-called invasion from the sky
which is how satellite televisionis seen
in certain quarters, as a purveyor of
programmes which may be offensive
to the local culture, possibly even po-
mographic at times. But global televi-
sion should encourage Indians to pre-
serve and reassert their own culture
and heritage.

Generally, there was praise forthe BEC
World Service. Its programmes are amba-
ssadors for the United Kingdom and the
British way of life. But sometimes its cove-
rage is too parochial for an international
audience. And BBC Asia (TV) hardly
deals with South Asia; it tends instead to
focus on the Far East

Sam Younger, Controller Overseas,
BBC World Service Radio, said that the
role of anintemational broadcasting orga-
nisation depends crucially on its ability to
provide programmes of quality and releva-
nce to its target audience. The BEC ca-
nnot compete in local coverage of news
and other events with free and well-deve-
loped media in the target areas. What the
BBC handles is the wider international
perspective. On the subjective of the ge-
neral growth of television in the sub-conti-
nent, Sam Younger emphasised that the
experience of Britain shows that radio, a
vastly cheaper medium, has not been
killed off by the expansion of television;
it remains a popular and dynamic medium.

Patrick Chalmers, Director, World Se-
rvice Television for Asia, pointed out that
although the BBC didn't seek to usurp the
role of regional broadcaster, it should
increase the amount of regional content
it carries. The BEBC is looking at the fu-
nding posshbiliies of additional progra-
mming for the sub-continent. He sees an
opportunity for an Indian weekly review
news programme. But if it were tuned too
much towards India, it might not be so
acceptable in other parls of the region.

Mrs Shahwar Sadeque, a Govemor of
the BBC, reaffirmed the Caorporation's
belief that, in its own operation, there is
no necessary link between audience ra-
tings and commitment to public service
broadecasting. The BBC must ensure that
all the licence fee payers in the general
British public i.e. everyone with televislon
sets should have their fair share in the
programmes. If the programmes are of
high quality, they will have high audience
ratings. At the heart of the BBC's is ils
mission to inform, educate and entertain.

The chairman of tha seminar, Shri Pran
Chopra, concluded the discussion by po-
sing the question: do the media make a
society, or is it the society that makes the
media? However it happens, it's obvious
that a society gets the media it deserves.
Forthose who have complained aboul the
policy in this area or the current state of
the media, it's important to address the
social and political factors which determi-
ne the values and priorities of society. We
have to look at India's media policy in the
particular circumstances in whichitopera-
tes, and then try to understand its reach,
its benefit, Its effectivenass, and, above
all, the guestion of its freedom.

Far the Nobel

And that far Souviet
Gol the Czar

For Frarnkenitsyn

Back From Belsen
Clowns’ Cantos -5

Franienitsyn, clicks in

To his historical niche

More smooth and slick

Than that old favourite, Rasputin

May be, on Prophesy
Raspuiin was equally eligible

Buf this Czar gof him
Before the Trusi met

{A Nobel scenario, from Old Zhivago)

It was'nt original Sin

Captivating and tense

In its comparative innocence.

It was the dark sin of Judas
Without the elink, or glint, or flush
Of silver shekels in the Soul's night.

Only the betrayal of the Savior, Time
That saved him thus to play this mime
Returmning. Did Judas also retum

To the Scene of his Crime?

U. Earunatilake




US Climbdown on China

Inder Malhotra

Huw things change! Less than two
years ago, during the U.S presidential
campaign, Bill Clinton was thundering
against George Bush's China policy, de-
nouncing it as “coddling of tyrants from
Baghdad to Beijing".

These words were supposed to have
sent “shivers down octogenarian spines”
in the Chinese capital. What a crual twist
of irony it is that today brittle backbones
are to be found not in Beijing, but in
Washington D.C. There can be no other
meaning of what some have called Cli-
nton’s pathetic climbdown or tame turna-
bout on the crucial question of China's
mostfavoured nation (MFN) trading status
and its linkage with human rights. In large
parts of the United States, there was an
audible sigh of relief when Clinton ended
the absurdity of making China's MNF
privileges in the lucrative American ma-
rket dependent on its “record” on human
rights, as judged by Washington, which
is infested with human rights zealots.

This sea change in American palicy in
a short span of 12 months — for it was
around this time last year that the U.S
president had extended fora year China's
MNF status and declared magisterially
that further extension would depend
wholly on an improvement in China's
human rights performance — has impo-
rtant lessons for not only the United Sta-
tes, but also the entire world. India needs
to analyse these lessons with the utmost
care because China's superbly skilful ha-
ndling of American hectoring should give
heart even to those in the Indian Gove-
rmment, especially in the Ministry of Fina-
nce, who begin to wilt at the slightest sign
of U.5. displeasure or pressure.

However, before discussing these le-
ssons, it is necessary to go over the
various stages through which America's
agonising reappraisal of its relationship
with China has passed and the reasons
why China has prevailed almost comple-
tely on its own lerms, while the Clinton
crowd has had to eat humble pie,

In June 1983, still flush with his electoral
victory, President Clinton had laid down
seven preconditions for any further exe-
nsion of MFN status for China. Two of
these were "mandatory™: that China
should stop exporting to the U.S. goods
produced by prison labour, and that it
allow “free emigration” of a “certain nu-
mber" of dissidents who were, until then,
barred from leaving Chinese shores.
Accarding to the Clinton administration,
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these two conditions have been “largely
met".

But, on the remaining five conditions on
which China had to show “significant pro-
gress”, the story is different. These five
conditions were wide-ranging and inclu-
ded such demands as an “easing” of
Beijing's “repression” in Tibet, allowing
prisoners to be visited by the Red Cross,
adherence tothe Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, and so on. All that China
has done is to agree to a “visit o Beijing”
by a U.S. technical team to talk about
(emphasis added) halting its jamming of
Voice Of America (VOA) radio broa-
deasts. The U.S. demand was for an
immediate cessation of jamming!

As it became clear that China was not
taking U.5. treats of termination of its MFN
status seriously, Washington's rhetoric on
human rights escalated and visits to Bei-
jing by American emissaries became
maore frequent. Far from being overawad,
the Chinese very subtly told the visitors
that their lectures were falling on deaf
ears.

The case of the Secretary of State,
Warren Christopher, the highest-ranking
U.5. dignitary to go to China since the
Tiananmen Square massacre, was the
most instructive. In the Chinese capital,
Christopher had been preceded by his
Assistant Secretary of State, Robert Sha-
ftuck, whois the “pointsperson”for human
rights. He had clandestinely met some
Chinese dissidents, These dissidents
were understandably keen to meet Sha-
ttuck’s boss, and Christopher was more
than willing to receive them to underine
his message to the rulers of China. But
the Chinese authorities not only upstaged
Christopher but, figuratively speaking,
rubbed his nose in the dust. They arrested
the dissidents just before Christopherwas
due to receive thern and released them
ostentatiously exactly when his aircraft
was taxing at Beijing airportfor the take-off
on the journey back home!

Later, at repeated American prodding
and pleading, Beijing released from jail
some political prisoners. Simultaneously,
however, itissued fresh decrees imposing
strict restrictions on political activism. Pa-
tiently but unambiguously, they told the
American interfocutors that the U.S. co-
ncepts of human rights could not apply to
other counlries, that they would accept or
do nothing likely to disturb social stability
in their country, and that pressure would
get Amenca nowhere.

The high point of China's performance
was that, instead of itself playing its ace
— China's enormous economic importa-
nce to the Americans — it let captains of
American business do so. Even while
human rights groups went on demanding
the termination of the MMF status for
China, chief executive officers (CEOs) of
top U.S. corparations and multinationals
read out the riot act to the White House,

Any monkeying with China's MFN
rights, they wamed, would be followed by
retaliatory Chinese action that would be
“disastrous" for the U.S. and catastrophic
for places like Hong Kong. America
exports £ 9 billion worth of goods to China
(against China's whopping exports to the
U.S. of £ 31 billion). While China would
surely be hurt by denial of access to tha
American market, the suffering of the
Americans in reverse would bé worse,
For, said the hard-headed CEOs, 150,000
to 200,000 jobs would disappear ove-
right at a time when every single job in
America matters,

Moreover, China's trade with the U.S
flourishes because the Chinese goods are
cheaper. Would millions of American ca-
nasumers agree to pay more for a whole
range of items, from toys to garments to
shoes, for the joy of upholding human
rights?

Thus it was that the Clinton climbdown,
when it came, turned out to be even more
humiliating than was expected. Specula-
tion was that while the U.S. Presidant
would never dare to end China's MFN
status, he would, in order to save face,
impose several “token” sanctions against
China.

In the event, he imposed a solitary and
measly sanction: a ban on the import of
Chinese assault guns and their ammuni-
tion which, at present, accounts fora mere
£ 100 million! Human rights groups and
others have surely criticised Clinton for
having "betrayed” the human rights cau-
se. They have described his action as
“morally too dishonest” and politically “too
embarrassing”. But this is clearly a minori-
ty view.

The American public generally has wel-
comed the end of the agony. This means
that the strength of the human rights lobby
in the U.S., especially at the Capitol Hill,
has so far been exaggerated. Some good
may come out of this sobering drama if
the Clinton administration — and those
zealots who have been hijacking its age-



nda — at least realise that relations be-
tween nations are much too complex to
be governed by a single criterion, especia-
lly when it is something altruistic and
generic flke human rights or, for that ma-
tter, non-proliferation, market access and
50 On.

As events in Somalia, Bosnia, Haiti,
MNorth Korga and elsewhere have shown,
the sole surviving superpower is in no
position to browbeat even liny nations.
Mothing can be more foolish for the U.S.,
therefore, than an attempt to lay down the
law for countries which are independent
actors in world affairs, as China surely is.

And, so is India or Japan (with which
America has a massive frade dispute).
China has never minced its words in
pointing out that American concem for
human rights can be selective and that
there+s a tendency to use human rights
as a “political weapon"”,

It is strange that a decade and a half
after the Jimmy Carter disaster, the Cli-
nton crowd is unaware of the complica-
tions that the mindless promotion of
human rights can cause.

In Iran today, you are likely to come
across a large number of tormented peo-
ple who curse Carter for having imposed
on them the present Islamic revolutionary
regime. Carter at least was sincere in his
devolion to human rights, while Clinton is
cynical. Moreover, Carter changed his
tack after the hostages crisis in Teheran.

Clinton has yet to show thathe has also
seen the light. And this brings one to
another difference between the Carter
setup and the Clinton dispensation.
Jimmy Carter was surrounded by able
foreign policy expers: Zbigniew Brzezi-
nsky as national security adviser and
Cyrus Vance, still, in demand as an elder
statesman, as Secretary of State.

Clinton, personally lacking in both inte-
rest and aptitude where foreign policy is
concemed, has chosen the weakesl po-
sgible foreign policy team.

It has needlessly, and in a foolhardy
manner, aggravated the difficulties which
could have been avoided by a more adroit
set of players. Mo wonder, reporis from
Washington suggest that both Christo-
pher and Tony Lake, the present national
security adviser, might be asked to leave
soan. In deep, the joke is that when the
former Deputy Secretary of State, Wha-
rton, was given the order of the boot, most
Americans had said that the "wrong man”
had been sacked.

Christopher, they added, should have
been the first to go. Since Strobe Talbott,
a distinguished journalist and a Clinton

crony, has proved to be a much more
acceptable substitute for Wharton, it re-
mains to be seen whether his former
room-mate at Oxford would promote him
to the position of Secretary of State, which
might inject an element of realism and
dynamism in the present floundering fo-
reign policy of the warld's mightest nation.

India also needs to mend its rundown
machine for implementing its foreign po-
licy. But this painful subject must be discu-
ssed separately some time. For the pre-
sent, the more important task for Indian
policy-makers and diplomals is to grasp
the effectiveness of the Chinese style,
which contrasts with that of this country.

The firstthing to note is that the Chinese
have never refused to discuss any su-
bject, including human rights, with the
Americas. Every Yankof any rank wanting
to hold forth on human rights was welco-
med in Beijing and then put in his place,
as has been described in the foregoing
paragraphs.

Secondly, and more importantly, in their
dealings with the overbearing United
Staes, the Chinese have consistently co-
mbined tactical flexibility with strategic
firmness. They never compramise with
their basic principles and stand. But, on
details, they give in gracefully whenever
they consider it necessary or expedient
to do so. Their decision to account for or
release political prisoners, combined with
countervailing measures to drive home
their basic point, has been mentioned
earlier,

It may be added that on intellectual
praperty rights and patents, China had
conceded years age what India is still
contemplating. Thirdly, it merils both atte-
ntion and applause that while the Chinese
say quite harsh things about the United
States — especially when they think that
their sovereignty or honour is being called
into question, the most notable case being
Bill Clinton’s “chance meeting” with the
Dalai Lama at the White House — they
never shout and scream.

The |atter, unfortunately, has become
the halimark of the Indian scene. Of cou-
rse, the Indian and Chinese political
systemns are different, and may this differe-
nce last for ever. But in a vigorous and
competitive democracy also, nationalinte-
resis can be pursuedin a style that combi-
nes firmness with dignity. Objectivity de-
mands that differences between the Chi-
nese and Indian positions in relation to the
United States should also be taken into
account.

China's cloutisimmense; Indian levera-
ge limited. This is true both of economics
— which is now said to be the main
determinant of inlemational relations —

and strategy, which has by no means lost
its edge.

Indeed, during the painful American
debate on China policy, it was repeatedly
emphasised that while the policy must be
govemed by America's great economic
stakes in the People's Republic, the cru-
cialimportance of China's geopolitical role
simply could not be ignored.

Henry Kissinger, always a realist, re-
peatedly told his countrymen that if an70-
yed, China could make "life miserable for
the United States” because it was the
"*second most populous nation in the
world, with a large military equipped with
nuclear weaponry and was a veto-wie-
Iding member of the U.N. Security Cou-
ncil, where its continued cooperalion was
essential for the pursuit of America’s inte-
resis”.

Kissinger was joined by many othersin
underscoring that, without China joining
the U.S. in doing so, there was no way
to contain Morth Korea's nuclear ambi-
tions! A positive outcome of P.V. Narasi-
mha Rao’s visit to the United States has
been that the emphasis in Indo-US rela-
tions has shifted from divisive political
differences to the immense possibilities of
economic cooperation between the two
countries. But this is subject to two ca-
veais.

In the first place, the potential of Indo-
-US economic relations has yet to be
realised. Allhough some U.S. investors
consider India to be a better market than
China in the long run, at present and in
the foreseeable future China's economic
weight would far exceed India's.

Secondly, India's geopolilical and geo-
sirategic importance would not be laken
seriously until we can put our house in
order, establish over the troubled Kashmir
valley much greater control than exists at
present, start the political process there
and leave the U.5. in no doubtthat it would
never succeed in its design to first cap,
then reduce and finally eliminate, India's
nuclear programme.

Let there be no mistake about it. The
U.5. has notabandoned this objective and
it is being tiresome in its demands that
Indian missiles like Prithvi must not be
deployed. To thwart the various strata-
gems the U.S. would surely come up with
would require greater sophistication and
skill than was in evidence when the so-ca-
lled secret meeting at London was organi-
sed or the U.S. allowed to get away with
the impression that, with some minor va-
riations, India would swallow the idiotic
proposal for a nine-nation conference to
discuss the problems of nonproliferation
and regional security in South Asia only.
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THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA

Western ambivalence, ineptitude and cowardice

Horace Perera

The Territory

The former Yugoslavia, as it emarged
from world war | and subsequently from
World war II, consisted in 1945 of six
constifuent republics all but one of which
(Bosnia-hertzegovina) were established
on a dominant nationalist basis. Reading
the map from West to East, the six are
the republics of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-
-Hertzegovina itself, Serbia, Montenegro
and Macedonia. Viojvodina and the Alba-
nian dominated Kosovo-Metohija district!
were aulanamous provinces within the
republic of Serbia. The entire country is
bounded on the West by the Adratic sea
Italy, on the North by Austria and Hungary,
on the Morth-East by Romania, on the
East by Bulgaria, on the South by Greece
and on the South-West by Albania. All its
neighbours have in varying degrees, an
interest in developments in Yugoslavia.

The People

The Serbs are comparatively the la-
rgest nationalist group in the territory
taken as a whole. They are the daminnant
group in Serbia proper, in its northemn
province of Vojvodina and in Montenegro.
They command a significant minority
(32%%) In Bosnia-Herizegovina where the
Muslims count 43% and Croatians 17%.
They conslitule a fair majority (about 25%)
in Croatia, and small minorities in Slove-
nia, Macedonia and in the southern provi-
nce of Kosovo which has a Albanian
majority of 80%.

Languagewise the Serbian language is
used in Serbia properand In Montenegro,
with the exception of the southern Serbain
province of Kosovo where the Albanian
language dominates. In the Independent
Hepublics of Slovenia, Croatia, Macedo-
nia and Bosnia their respective national
languagees prevail. Ofcourse, there are
linguistic minorities in all the republics.
There are two alphabets: the Cyrillic and
the Latin. The former is in use in Serbia,
Montenegro and Macedonia while the
latter is current in the other republics and
in Kosovo.

There are three major religions: the

1. Hereafter referred to only as Kosovo,

Orthodox, the Homan Catholic and Mu-
slim faiths. The Serbs, Montengrins and
Macedonians belong largely to the Orlho-
dox Church, Slovenes and Croals are
largely Cathaolic while a little more than
lwo-fifths of Bosnia-Hertzegovina and a
large majority of Kosovans are followers
of Islam. There are religious minorities,
including small groups of Protestants sca-
ttered in different republics. It has been
said that “Nowhere in Europe can a maore
complex web of interactions be found".

The Writing on the Wall

The relations among these nationalist,
linguistic and religious groups have, over
the years, been far from harmonious both
within each republic and amang them.
Consequently rivalries, tensions and even
hostile feelings have persisted, These
have been acerbated in the course of the
last three decades by a number of factors,
the more significant of which have been
the following:-

1. The continuation, since 1854, of an
extremely centralized bureaucracy and of
the communist pary that controlled it,
even when waves of freedom and calls
for democracy and for market economies
were sweeping through Central and
Eastem Europe, paricularly in the second
half of the 80's.

2. The resurgence of Serbian nationa-
lism stermming from their interpretation
that the Federal Constitution, crafted by
Tito in 1974 to serve Yugoslavia after his
death, was delrimental to Serbian inte-
rests in that it extended protection to
Slovenes and Croats and to the Albanian
dominated population of Kosovo and fu-
rther thatit practically gave republic status
to the Serbian provinces of Vojvodina and
Kosavo.

3. The deterioration of the economy
especially since 1987 and the consepreo-
ccupation of the |eaders of the different
republics with national concerms and an
increasing realisation that: more dece-
ntralization was the solution.

4. The death of Tito in 1980 and with his
demise the disappearance of the one
person with sufficient stature to moderate

or even restrain separatist tendencies.

5. The election as President in 1987 of
Slobodan Mitosevic, a hardline “commu-
nist nationalist” totally opposed to demo-
cracy and obsessed with the promotion
of Serbian nationalism and the creation,
not of a politically and economically stable
Yugoslavia, but of a “Graater Serhia”. His
dissolution, in the interests of the Serbian
minarity, of the Kosoyo Government and
its Mational Assembly in retaliation of a
proposal by the 90% Albanian dominated
segment of the province for a greater
measure of autonamy, his threat to decla-
re the intemal frontiers of the republics “an
open political question” if efforts to replace
the federal structure of the country by a
confederation continued, and his outright
rejection of ajoint Slovenian-Croation pro-
posal for the replacement of Yugoslavia's
quasi-federal structure by an alliance of
sovereign states show clearly the dire-
ction in which the political winds were
blowing. On the one hand there were, in
republics other than Serbia and Maonte-
nearo, movements seeking greater auto-
nomy or, as in Slovenia and Croatia,
complete independence. On the other
hand there was Milosevic determined not
only to maintain the existing structure but
even, If he considered it necessary, exte-
nding Serbian control over the other co-
nstituent republics. It is not surprising
therefore that in the elections held before
the end of 1990 the wvoting in all the
republics was on ethnic lines thus stre-
ngthening the independence movements
in Slovenia and Croatia and stirring up
sSlobodan  Milosevic's ambition for a
"Greater Serbia”, With the action taken
early in January 1991 by Slovenia and
Crotia to invalidate federal laws in their
republics it was evident that Yugoslavia
was ominously and inexorably moving in
the direction of civil war.

Western Myopia and Muddling
1. The wars in Slovenia and Croatia

As early as January 1991 it was clear
that Slovenia and Croatia on the one
hand, and Slobodan Milosevic’s Serbia on
the other hand were on a head-on collision
course. The centrifugal forces in the two

The writer 2 wallnawn 57 Lankan educator, was the President of 8 Geneva-based LN NGO
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constituent republics were quite loud and
vociferous and in February went to the
extent of invalidating federal laws in their
termritories. In Serbia, in spite of a antico-
mmunist demonstration against him by an
extreme right wing group, Milosevic's
power was on the rise. It was in this
situation that the then US Secretary of
State, James Baker, declared that the US
would back the status quo and wamed
Slovenia and Croatia not to withdraw from
the Federation. Johnathan Eyal of the
Royal United Services Institute in London
rightly commented that this declaration
and warning from the solitary Super-Po-
wer sent the wrong messages to both
sides. Milosevic and his nationalists were
convinced thatthe Westwould notinterve-
ne in what to them was a purely domestic
matier. For their part the Slovenes and
Croats decided to establish their indepe-
ndence before Western pressure was
built up torestrain them. Henceon 25 June
Slovenia declared its independence to be
followed a few days later by the declartion
of independence by Croatia. As should
have been expected the Yugoslav Peo-
ples' Armry {(INA) invaded Slovenia and
latar Croatia, Slovenia was better equi-
pped and moreover had a "negligible”
Serb minority of only about 5%. lis territo-
rial defence forces put up stiff resistance
and the JMA was compelled to withdraw
after ten days of fighting. Croatia was
much less equipped to deal with a very
largely Serbianized ammy and was at a
further disadvantage by the factthatit had
a sizable Serbian minarity, In fact, in 1990
there had been an armed insurgency for
cultural autonomy by the serb minority in
the city of Knin. The fifgting was fierce but
the superior JNA had no difficulty in taking
control of Krajina as the majority of its
population were ethnic Serbs. Only in
January 1992 was peace plan brokered
by the UN Envoy Cyrus Vance. The plan
includedthe deploymentof UN peacekee-
ping troops, the functioning of iocal autho-
rities in three UM Protected Areas under
UN supervision and the withdrawal of
Serbian forces. None of thew three parties
{the Croats, the Serbs proper and the
Serbian minarity in Krajina) are satisfied.
The Croats may in time try to recover the
lost territory; Serbia is not likely to give up
whatithas gained and the Serbsin Krajina
are fotally opposed to retumning Croatian
rule. Consequently there have been a
number of cease-fire violations which
show no signs of abating. The Serbs did
withdraw their heavy weapons but they
are reported to have moved them in the
direction of Bosnia-Hertzegovina.

2. ' Diplomatic Recognition

Atthe beginning the European Commu-
nity and the US were divided on the
question of diplomalic recognilion of the
breakaway republics of the former Yugo-
slavia. Responding to a strong Croatian
lobby in its temitory Germany exerted
considerable pressure on its fellow me-
mbers and on 17 December 1991 the
European Community agreed to grant
recognition to those republics which mea-
sured up to certain specific criteria. Janua-
ry 15, 1992, was the deadline for co-
mplying with these requirements. The
mare important of these were a commi-
tment (a) to the observance of human
rights, particularly of minorities, (b) to the
principal that border changes should be
effected only by peaceful measures and
(c) a requirement to support Lord Carri-
ngtan's Hague Peace Process. Germany,
however, Jumped the gun and declared
recognition of Slovenia and Croatia by
Christmas 1991 without adequately che-
cking whether these republics complied
with the criteria that had been agreed
upon. To maintain the appearance of unity
the other members of the Community
extended diplomalic recognition ta Slove-
nia and Croatia. Slovenia very largely met
the criteria that had been specified. As for
Croatia, the fact is that its human rights
record, under President Franjo Tudjman,
left much to be desired and that his gove-
mment did not, 1o all appearances, look
like one that would not hesitate to use
force to solve border dispules: a view that
was subsequently justified.

3. Bosnia-Herzegovina —
Independence

The next republic to break away and
declareits independence was Bosnia-He-
rzegovina. Iis desire for independence
could have stimulated by the ease with
which Slovenia achieved and established
its stalus as a sovereign republic, by the
decision of the EC at the Hague Peace
Conference in 1991 to offer recognition
to any repulic thal asked for it, provided
it met the criteria laid down (vide para 2
above) and by the fact that Croatia secu-
red recognition even though it did not
measure up to allthe requirements, Unde-
rlying all these was the fact that the Muslim
dominated government did not at all relish
the idea of being subjected to a “Greater
Serbia" with Slobodan Milosevic at its
head. In view, however, of the fact thal
the Muslims constituted only a relative
majority (43%) of the population and there
were substantial Serbian (32%:) and signi-

ficant Croatian (17%:) minarities, and the
ferocity of the Serbian intervention in
Croatia, the Muslims might have acted
with caution. They placed too much relia-
nce on the majority they commanded in
the National Assembly and on the support
they could count on the Croatian segment
of the population who were smarting an
the Serbian intervention in Croatia. Su-
ggestions for partition to ensure self-dete-
rmination for themselves were rejected
and they opted for independence by a
majority vote in March 1992, in National
Assembly.

4. E.C. Recognition

The E. C. was faced wilh a new situa-
tion. Unlike as in Slovenia and Croatias
where, for all practical purposes, there
were twao ethnic groups, Bosnia-Herzego-
vina had sizable numbers of Muslims,
Serbs and Croats. Under the circumsta-
ncas the E. C. decided to accept ils Arbi-
tration Commission's recommendation
that the issue of recognition be decided
by a popular referendum. The Serbs Pro-
claimed their total opposition to such a
device and refused to padicipate in It
Taking no notice of this reaction by about
one-third of the population, the Muslims
and the Croals went ahead with refere-
ndum and obtained an overwhelming ma-
jority for independence. At this stage one
would have expected the E. C., particula-
rly in view of the Serbian reaction to
Croatia's declaration of independence in
1891, to delay recognition and try to bring
about a settlerment between the Muslims
and Croats on one side and the aggressi-
ve Serbs on the other. But "keepto the
recommendation of its Arbitration Commi-
sssion” the E. C. and the USA extended
recognition to the new republic. If the E.
C.andthe US had shown an ambivalance
in regard to the recognition of the indepe-
ndence, particulary of Croatia, they di-
splayed an amazing stupidity in granting
recognition to Bosnia-Herzegovina. Thay
surely did not expect the Bosnian Serbs
or Belgrade to remain idle. As a matter
of fact, even before recognition, Bosnian
Serbs had begun to blockade the airport
in Srarjeva, the capital of Bosnia-Herze-
govina,

5. Western Ineptitude

The West should have been aware of
the centuries long, deep seated hatred of
Serbs for Muslims. After its defeatin 1380,
in the battle of Kosovo, Serbia had for a
period of three hundred and fifty years,
been a Turkish Pashalik enduring all the
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miseries which that lawless regime impo-
sed. Not only had the Serbian aristocracy
been wiped out — save those in Bosnia
who converied to |slam and in time, from
the Serbian point of view, became a nafio-
nal in feefing about their peasantry had
also been bled by their children being
forcibly recruited, by the “blood tax”, into
the Turkish army thus making them the
instruments of their own subjugation.
These memories rankled and were
roused further by the unfortunate appea-
rance in 1990 of an essay, written about
two decades earlier by Bosnia President
Izetbegovic, in which — inler alia — the
view was expressed that "there can be
neither" peace nor co-existence between
the Islamicreligion and Mon-lslamic social
and political institutions”. The Muslim atti-
tude to the Serbs has been referred to
earlier and needs no repitition. As for the
Serb attitute to Croats; there wasnotmuch
love lost between them. Many still vividly
remembered that during world War i
Croatia had from 1941-1945 been a Nazi
Puppet State and, under the dictatorial
rule of Ante Pavel, the head of the terrorist
organization Ustashe, had supperssed
with extreme brutality all, including Se-
rbian, opposition to Nazi domination. The
Croats, on the other hand were bitter that,
due to Serbian intervention parts of their
territory, stch as Slavonia and Krajina,
were UN Protected Areas. In fact on 28
February 1992 Franjo Tudjman had info-
mmed the UN thathe could not accept any
plan that did not provide for the immediate
restoration of the full authourity of the
republic of Croatia. He was really retra-
cling on an agreement reached earlier to
set up UN Protected Areas (UNPAs) in
Croatia as part of the Serbian population
in two of these UNFAs were also prote-
sting, but an the use of the words “in
Croatia” in referencestothe UNPAs. They
claimed that this tended to prejudge the
izsue. A factor which was not adequately
noticed was that both Serbs and the
Croats, in spite of their differences,
seemed {o have had one objective in
comman and that was to carve out, from
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbian and Croa-
tian dominated areas and annex them to
to their respective republics leaving an
emasculated Bosniam Republic. Some
media reported that before the escalation
of the war, Slobodan Milosevic and his
Presidential counterpart in Croatia had
met secretly in Graz in Austria to discuss
the delails. Amongthefactors thatare said
to have prompted this meeting, if it was
held, was a deep concern among Serb
and Croat leaders about the possibility of
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a strong fundamentalist Muslim republic
on their frontiers followed by increasing
flows of immigrants from the Midle-East
into the Balkans. However that may be,
the scene was set for a prolonged and
sometimes confused was in Bosnia-He-
rizegovina spurred on by ethnic chauvi-
nism, religious hatreds and teritorial
aggrandizement,

6. The War in Bosnia-Hertzegovina

The war in Bosnia-Herizegovina when
it came was, from the beginning, marred
by the marciless massacre of civilians
(including women, children and infants)
widespread rape, inhuman concentration
camp arrangements with inmates dying,
inter alia, of hunger, the destruction of
ancient monuments, desecration of
places of worship, brutal forms of ethnic
cleansing, the flow of waves of refugees
into neighbouring countries etc, One
would have expected the major Western
Powers led by the solitary Super-Power
to take effective measures to protect the
territorial integrity and national soverei-
anty of republics to which they had, with
what now seems unseemly haste, exte-
nded recognition. Alas this was not to be
so. They appeared to be gripped with a
strange inertia and a shameless cowardi-
ce. Any military intervention was ruled out
atthe beginning though laterin Resolution
836 of 4 June 1993 and Resolution 844
of 18 June of the same year the use of
airpower was authorized “in and around
safe areas....... to support, UNPROFOR
in the performance of its mandate....",
International action came to be restricted
to considerable rhetoric, impassioned
appeals for avoiding recourse to force
which went unanswered, the churning out
of a rapid succession of unenforced reso-
lutions by the Security Council, conde-
mnation in strong terms of rape “specially
against Muslim Women", monitoring of a
mandatory arms embargo on “all parties”
in the conflict, a succession of unsucce-
ssful peace promoting missions, cease
fires signed only to be violated, the pracla-
mation of “safe areas” for Muslims only
to find them attacked by Serbs. “pinprick
bombings" by NATO planes to pratect
these areas only to provoke retaliatory
measures by the aggressors, etc. The
only international efforts which were su-
ccessful were gallant humanitarian aid
missions conducted by UNHCR, the
ICRC and Relief NGOs. Even these were
occasionally hindered from reaching the
beleaguered by Serbs who seem to have
lost all sense of human feeling. All in all,

it can be said that international efforts did
not, for various reasons, measure up to
the requirements of the time.

7. "“Mot a Dag in the Fight”

One important elementthat was lacking
in the international response was effective
leadership by the US: by the Bush and
later by the Clinton administration. It was
election time in the States and the focus
of Clinton's election campaign was on
domestic issues. Bush, the "Victor of the
Gulf War” had to trim his sails accordingly
and consequently frittered away the
chance he had fo exert US might to check
Serbia when it attacked slovenia and
Croatia in July 1991, Clinton inherited the
war in Bosnia-Herlzegovina but was not
in a position to give effective leadership
to US's Western allies as his formative
international experience was eluding the
draft and protest US involvemeant in Vie-
tnam. Hence it would have been embara-
ssing for him to send young Americans
lo fight in a war in a “far away country.
James Baker is said to have justified
Bush's non-involvent by declaring that the
U5 "did not have a dog in that fight”.
Actually the US and its Westem allies
were, as a body, acting like a bewilderad
dog barking loudly from the safety of the
Security Council, scurrying from one crisis
point to the next, nibbling at Serbis atta-
cking the safe areas, snarling at violations
of cease fires, growling at the scant atte-
ntion paid by the serbs to NATO ulfimata,
and now that a “peace process” has been
started snapping at all concerned to ensu-
re just and fair treatment for the rights of
*iclims" whom they had an obligation to
protect with more effective measures,
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pean Security™
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REGION

South Asian Perspective

THE REGIONAL CONTEXT

For situating the ideal of the People’s Plan
for Twenty First Ceniuy(PP21) in the regio-
nal context of South Asia, it is necessary in
the first place to define the region, to articula-
tz its regionality, as well as to combine the
current ethos of regionalisation with the spirit
of people's plan for the twenty first century.

South Asia forms a single, uninterrupted
mass of land connecling the deserts of West
Acia and the rich fertile soil of the Mear Easl,
and the lower part of the mountains of Central
Asia with the Pacific region of the continent
— the South East and the Far East. Itis a
huge land mass with large river basins,
undulated plains being cultivated, intricate
water networks, of almost same topography
and climate and home of some one-fifth of
world's population. Richness in natural re-
sources and abject poverty exist side by side.

In human development index, the cou-
niries of South Asia occupy almost the same
position. Widespread illiteracy, low position
of women, child malnutrition, low wages,
poor health services, heavy incidence of
external debt, unfinished agranan reforms,
fall oul of structural adjustment programme
a1 the behest of the Fund-Bank, high military
spending, discrimination of the indigenous
peoples and the minorities, communal te-
nsion, migration — all these are but some
of the problems facing South Asia region as
a whole.

There are very naoticeable differences also.
Differences in size of territory, population and
natural resources endowment are high.
Ethnically, countries are diverse from each
oiher. Development of civic politics and of
popular movement for democracy and justi-
e also vary fram country to country. These
cfierences rule out any standard prescri-
pson of development for all the countries of
Zouth Asia. Particularly, differences in eco-
momic strength remains a forbidding factor
towards regional integration. Narrow delimi-
t=%on of South Asia is another such dete-
ment

Yei, similarities, override the dissimilari-
s== and differences. They demand that a
r=sonal perspective be adopted for peaple’s
ci=n for the next century. Only that way, that
&= by defining South Asia regionally, geogra-
phacally, geo-sconomically and geo-ecologi-
c=lly, the countries and the peoples of this
region can negotiate the arrival of the twenty
st century and can have meaningful dialo-
gue with other parts of Asia and the world.

The similarity In the countries of the region
r====s the significance of commonalilies with

regard to some of the most pressing issues.
Govemments are becoming increasingly
coercive reflecting crises in governance and
lack of govemnability. Civil rights issues are,
hence, everywhere gaining importance in
people’s agenda. The IMF dictated structural
adjustment measures and the GATT dictated
agreements are causing economic disloca-
tions resulting in the destruction of the grass-
roots communities, more inroads of trans-na-
tional capital, shrinkage in employment
oppartunities, fall in the standard of living of
the working masses, withdrawal of state
support to the vulnerable sections, lifiing of
contrals on monopelies and a more repressi-
ve palicy to coerce the people to acceptthese
changes.

Corruption is rampant throughout the re-
gion. Centralization of power resulting in
marginalisation of autonomous woices of
people can be found in all the countries.
Paolice and military methods are being used
everywhere. The stateis increasingly regula-
ting social life. The resultis less state interms
of responsibilities and more siale in terms
of oppression. Again, throughout the region
we find nationalist ideclogies are being used
by the regimes to strengthen their existence
and, thereby, add legitimacy to their posi-
tions. Thus govemments talk less of the
region, more of their respeclive nations
against other nafions of South Asla. Bilatera-
lism is the smoke screen of such a vicious
reflective nationalism.

Again, because ofa shared past, problems
of communal violence, ethnic unrest, langua-
ge contflicts and eviction cross State bounda-
ries and become regional problems. Migra-
tion, water sharing, energy hamessing, co-
mbating fundamentalism, protecting minority
rights, and such other issues have lo be
tackled both bilaterally and multilaterally, in
other words regionally. Thera is the imperai-
ve of sharing knowledge, skill, resources and
abilities, even if at a gradual pace, in the
context of adominant agrarianmilieu, nalural
and man-made disasters, drought and flood,
energy crisis and adverse terms of trade with
the Morth.

In this age, when knowledge itself is an
important component of power, such sharing
of knowledge and at a primary level, is
important. Therefore, whether for intra-re-
gion trade, or for support to economic aclivi-
ties, solidarity with democratic activism and
upholding commonalties, the sharing of info-
rmation and knowledge becomes crucial at
all levels. Sharing is the first slep towards
forming an agenda of people's planning in
and for South Asia,

Yet, can we rely on the States of South

Asia fo steer this process of sharing? These
states have only brought misery, fed on
rivalries, nurtured chauvinism and jingoism,
supported mutual conservatism, have unifo-
rmly looted natural resources, amogated lo
itself all pawer while selling their own dignity
to the maslers abroad. The existing power
struclure stands in direct opposition to all the
popular movements, forces and formations
and the various empowering attempts of the
people. The elites and the ruling ofigarchy
in South Asia do not have faith in the destiny
of their own region. They look to the Morthern
powers for succour, in as much as these
powers loday consider South Asia a hape-
less region, marginalised and damned possi-
bly for ever.

Pegple's planning thus implies opposing
reactionary forces everywhere in South Asia,
criticizing the existing power structure, plans
and programmes and suggesting an alterna-
tive paradigm. This process has started in
the couniries of South Asia sporadically wi-
thin the limit of nalional boundaries. The
people are on the move in all the counlries
struggling for empowerment, livelihood and
dignity. The task is to bring out the regional
imperatives in this process, regional dime-
nsions of all future-building activities. PP21
in South Asia signifies this spirl and re-
sponds ta this imperative. ILis not a monali-
thic structure or an attempt. Itis a moral urge
upon the peoples of South Asia to realize
the identity of South Asia, as well as to reflect
South Asian plurality.

It is necessary thus to briefly recount the
process of PP21 and capture ils spirl

THE PP21 PROCES

PP21, sinceilsinceptionin 1989, hasbeen
conceived as a dynamic and creative pro-
cess of interaction within and among co-
mmunities and people's coaliions, networks
and movements in relation to the issues and
realilies affecting them. Japan being a major
actor in the global scene was an appropriate
venue for the people who came from different
parts of the world to witness the strugale of
the people, the victims of development within
Japan and emerging people's movements.
The participants could idenlify themselves as
one people fighting against a commaon
enemy, the oppressive global structure.

[t was a forum to assess the role each one
was playing. It provided the opporiunity to
participate and express views. It was a ca-
nvass to draw and depict the vision for a
future, It was an occasion to commit to fulure
tasks. It opened the possibility of a new
relationship and cooperafion transcending
all narrow walls and boundaries.
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The Spirit of Minamata

The PP21 in Japan in August 1989
which culminated in the formulation of
the Minamala Declaratiorr was a new
style and type of movement. It helped
strengthening the awareness that the
people shauld, and can, act not merely
to resist the imposition of anti-people
ideas and systemns, but to create an
alternative future for themselves. It sti-
mulated the creation of new formations
and networks for trans-border collabo-
ration and action.

The Rajchadamnoen Pledge

In the absence of an appropriale me-
chanism for follow-up, the process itself
sametimes has lost its direction. Butthe
ideas, the dream and the vision that
Minamata Declaration contains were
the driving force for action. The PP21
movement was further accelerated and
strengthened by the eavents of
Movember-December 1992 in different
parts of Thailand. The process of intera-
clion among the peasants, workers,
urban poor, women and the indigenaus
peoples further consolidated the pro-
cess. The Raichadamnoen FPledge of
December 1992 reiterated the commi-
tment to build trans-border alliance of
the peoples in struggle, solidarity and
hope.

South Asia Initiative

The news of the demolition of the Babr
Masgiid came as a shock to the South
Asian participants in Bangkok PP21
assembly. They immediately decided to
respond to the siluation and act to build
understanding, confidence and trust
amaong the billion population.

In the South Asian setting, PP21 is not
only relevant, butis a necessity. It oppo-
ses the present model of development
that divides and marginalises the pec-
ple in this region. It proposes a new
paradigm for development in harmony
with nature. The PP21 is now envisa-
ged as the emerging trend in people's
movements and coalitions in the fra-
gmented South Asian scenario.

The Ongoing Process

A group of representatives of conce-
med people’s groups met at Kathma-
ndu in 16-17 February 1993 to identity
trans-border issues of common co-
ncem. As a follow-up of the Kathmandu
meeling, the "South Asia Convention
on Communal Harmony" was held at
Dhaka in 23-24 July 1993. The parici-
pants in a joint declaration vowed fo
cambat communalism and fundame-
ntalist forces in the region through a
series of campaigns, networking and
solidarity actions on a transhorder ba-
sis.

A day long workshop on "Hiver Water
and Environment lssues" was held at
Calcutta on 24 August 1993. Parici-
pants decided to address the river water
issues with a people’s perspective on
the basis of calchments and people's
need and not on the basis of palitical
boundaries. The idea of forming a Peo-
He's Commission was floated and
accepted by the paricipants as an initial
slepin a series of interventions required
in the field of environment. The Pag-
Ale’s Cormmission held its first meeting
in Dhaka in Movemnber 1993 and initia-
ted an integrated action programme on
the Gamga basin.

Mare than a hundred participants from
the South Asia region representing di-
fierent NGOs, palitical parties, cultural
forums, social movements and gra-
ssrools groups joined in a meeting at
Madras during 26-28 August 1993 in
search of a South Asian perspective for
FP21 and to concerize strategies and
actions for future, Separate workshops
were held on areas identified at the
Kathmandu meeting and specific reco-
mmendations were formulated for each
areas of concemn. Aworking group mee-
ting at Kathmandu in November 1993
further synthesized these recomme-
ndations and prepared a draft on South
Asia Initiatives for concered interve-
nticns in specific areas,

FUTURE CHALLENGES

In order to bacome an Alliance of Hope,
PF21 faces certain specific challenges in the
South Asian perspective. The manner in
which these challenges are handled and
responded will, 1o a large extent, shape the
character of the Alliance.

(&) Enhanced Interaction

Within the vast array of progressive
formalions in the Civil Socisty, certain
types of interaction pallems have sel
in. NGOs interact among themselves:
voluntary agencies have their own ne-
twarks; wormen's groups have crealed
their communication channels too; poli-
tical formations and social movements
alsoinleract among themselves or with
other types of formalions. But intera-
clions across these lormations have
been largely limited. Besides, intera-
clion with other formations like popular
social mavements, local and sub-regio-
nal traditional structures, media and
cultural groups, academia and stu-
dents' movements have been mostly
non-existent.

As an Alliance of Hope, PP21 must
slimulate this process of wider intera-
clion across such formations. Otherwi-
se il runs the risk of remaining a narrow
alliance of the most organized and
vocal formations. South Asian perspe-

(b)
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clive necessitates such a broad-based
interaction,

People-To-People

The ordinary citizens, without the ba-
nner of an association or an institution,
were visible source of energy and su-
pport at the birth of PP21 in 1989, That
strength of PP21 requires even greater
challenge in South Asian perspective.
Tha Alliance of Hope must not be mere-
ly an alliance of institutions, networks,
or other organized formations. Alliance
of Hope must truly become people-to-
people alliance. This is specially critical
in South Asia where trans-border inte-
raction of ordinary citizens is severaly
resiricted due fointer-State hostility and
consequent erection of non-porous
‘walls' on the borders. These “walls'
need to be overcome more concertedly.
People-to-pecple process and wide-
spread cilizens' involvement are, in fact,
necessary ingredients of overcoming
these ‘walls', because most existing
institutional formations have also beco-
me partisan in inler-governmental divi-
sions and hostility,

The Alliance of Hope has the most
slriking and lasting potential ifit reaches
ordinary ciizens in various South Asian
countries and stimulates and supporis
the process of trans-border civic rela-
lions. This is a tremendous challenge
in South Asian perspective since stimu-
lating & people-to-people alliance is far
maore _complex, painstaking and lo-
ng-term pracess than mere netwarking
of existing institutions in varous frate-
mities,

Solidarity in Diversity

The South Asian perspective demands
an appreciation of and respect for cultu-
ral and social diversity. This diversity
has been a source of great sirength in
building resilience and vigour in South
Asian socielies. However, recent years
have wilnessed a growing intolerance
towards diversity. Sensitivity towards
and co-habitation with dissimilar others
is rapidly declining in the region. The
socio-ecological nature of diversity and
cultural strength of plurality need to be
reemphasized in the South Asian pe-
rspeclive, PP21 can truly become an
Alliance of Hope if it is able to promote
tolerance of and respect for such dive-
rsity. Itis necessary that PP21 not mere-
ly accepts this diversity but also actively
promotes and facilitates it

A related challenge is building sclidarity
in face of such diversity. Most gesturas,
networks and mechanisms of solidarity
merely extend to similar and familiar
clhers. The South Asian perspective
necessitates strengthening processes,
gestures and spirit of solidarity within
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the Alliance of Hope across diverse and
dissimilar nature of formations in the
civil society. Solidarity in diversity is a
truly momentous hope in PP21.

Shared Alliance-Building

The very essence of PP21 is a process
of building and rebuilding the alliance,
Itis a dynamic process which has alrea-
dy acquired a certain character and
shape. In the South Asian initiafives,
some of these have been reflected, The
challenge of building an Alliance of
Hope requires shared responsibility
amang multiple actors, Such an allia-
nce can not, perhaps should not, be
built from a centralized location or se-
cretarial. The interaction and commiuni-
cation stimulated and encouraged by
FP21 becomes the fundamental basis
of building the alliance. This demands
sharing of responsibility across sectors,
polilical boundaries and formations,

The sharing of respansibility must also
contend with the need to overcome
paliics of knowledge and participation.
While growing movements and expa-
nding participation is critical for alliance-
building, the value and contribution of
knowledge and analysis needs to be
emphasized.

The challenge is to ensure coherence,
while following the ‘shared’ approach.
This is possible only when ‘sharing’ is
demonsirated by acts of responsibility.,
Sharing in responsibility for building
and nururing the alliance also de-
mands accountability with respect to
ihese actors. The alliance-building pro-
cess must ensure this,

Positive Agenda

Finally, the Alliance of Hope needs to
present a positive agenda based on the
aspirations of ordinary citizens about
their desired way of life. The current
siluation presents an opportunity to
proactively define the agenda for the
future of our peaples, communities and
countries, instead of merely reacting to
the agenda setup by the Governments,
national and intemational agencies and
institutions of the market.

Popular movements and new slruggles
continue to emerge throughout South
Asia. While struggle, protest and resi-
slance are integral elements of strate-
gies for survivial by most people in
South Asia, it is significant that PP21
altempls to present a positive agenda
which reflects the aspirations of ordi-
nary, struggling people. That will beco-
me the basis for elaborating People's
Flan for the twenty first century.

THRUST AREAS

In order to make positive interventions and
to foster solidarity, understanding and cohe-
sion among the people, concerled actions
arg necaessary ta put forward an altermnative
paradigm. In the context of the realities of
the region, series of activities are required
in several broad areas as fallows:

(a) Environment and People’s lives

The natural resources base is being
indiscriminately exploited by the profit
seekers undermining their sustenance.
particular mention may be made about
the forests, watersheds and rivers
which have been systematically destro-
yed by Stale-sponsored projects. The
State has failed to protect the rivers and
the habital. Structures are being built
in the narne of “green revalution” and
“madermization”, These have obstru-
cled the natural flow of the rivers, displa-
ced the people, denied their customary
rights over natural resources and de-
stroyed their livelihoad pattemns,

{b) Ethnic/Communal Harmony and

Right of the Women, Minarities, Og-

/its and Other Oppressed Groups

Violence of the dominant groups is
unleashed to weaker groups in terms
of language, religion, ethnicity, casts
and sex. The situation of women in al|
countries of the region is precarious.
The hegemony of the poweriul sections
af the society with their strong arip an
the state is manifestad throught their
brand of idedlogy and statehood. The
state is provoking and promoting chau-
vinisminmany respects. The priniciples
of secularism and ethnic hamony are
sat aside by hegemonic groups and
classes, The millions are denied of right
tolivelihood and cultural autonomy.

(c) Human Rights and Demilitarization

Human rights record in the region is
poorinany acceplable standard. States
are at loggerheads which obstruct free
flow of the peeple and information,
Rights are being curtailed and the mili-
tarism js rationalized on the false premi-
se of “national security”. There are
increasing investments on military ha-
rdware and software and meagre re-
sources are allocated for education,
health care and amployment genera-
tion. The peeple want an end o political
rivalry, hatred, mistrust and divisive pali-
cies of the States across the region.
{d) Globalization, Structural Adiju-
stment and People’s Economy

The power of capitalism and the TNGs
is now mare than ever bafore, Although
they are in crises, they are lrying to
overcome It by changing faces and
becoming more and more ruthless. The
latest prescription to revitalize global

capitalism has come in the form of
“structural adjustment facilities”. These
resulted in large-scale unemployment,
destruction of livelihood pattems and
plight of the millions at the grassroots.
The stales in South Asia have become
pariners of the hegemonic multilateral
agencies and the TNCs to marginalise
the disadvantaged communities in the
name of growth, efficiency and moda-
mization.

(e) People’s Perspective on

Development Alternatives

Development models prescribed by the
Morth have failed to deliver benefit to
the people. In spite of all pessimistic
developments, many communities at
the grassroots have been abla protect
and promote indigenous values and
survival strategies. Such a valug
system and strategies are important
and relevantinthe context of a sustaina-
ble saciety which has became a dream
for the new generation of people and
development activisls. It is impartant to
deﬁvelessonsfrumsustajnam-eupliuns
which already exist and strive for alte-
rnatives which would bring a conducive
environment to live peace and in ha-
rmony with natura,

COMMON SLOGANS

In all these five broad areas, already series
of intervenlions have been made. In order
to devise an effective process for alliance
across the region, itis necessary lo establish
horizontal linkages with all types of peaple’s
formalions. In this backdrop, it is necessary
to build Alliance of Hope around slogans of
Eommon  concem jrrespective of political
boundaries;

= Right to free flow of tha people and
information;

= Moratorium on all state-sponsored pro-
jects which undemmine the environment
and displace the peogple;

* Stopping arms race and to foster collecti-
ve sacurily for the people;

s  South Asian common market based on
the needs and aspirations of the people
and grassrools communities;

» Adoption of a unifarm charter of human
rights based on the principle of secula-
rism, gender equity and cultural plurality.

An effective trans-border alliance would
develop and would be strengthened if meani-
ngful interactions and actions are facilitated
around these slogans at the lavel of ideas,
aclivists and social movements, This would
form the basis for a sustainable people's
alternalive at the South Asia level which
would lead us fo the twenly first century.

(This draff declaration has bean Prepared on be-
half of the P21 South Asian iniiative, Aprl 1994)
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CORRESPONDENCE

CHILDHOOD: maiden poem by Vakeesan wins award

It came as a surprise: Vakeesan (17)
wins an award for his maiden poem: CHI-
LDHOQD. He is a grade 12 student of
Lester B. Pearson Collegiate Institute,
Scarborough. He was bom and educated
upto grade 10 through Tamil medium in
Jaffna, S Lanka. Within 2 years of his
amival in Canada, Vakeesan wins this
award in English Poetry Contest in his
school.

His friend Shan was the only son of the
late Sri Lankan Tamil writer Nellai K.
Peran. The Perans were killed when an
arillery shell hit their house on July 15,
1991,

“The topic for the contest was: CHI-
LDHOOD. | guessed my classmates
would wrile something pleasant. | thought
of writing something different” says Va-
keesan.

“How different?"

“My friend Shan is not alive. If he were
alive, my memories about him would plea-
se me. Since he is not alive, those memo-
ries hurt me. | miss him in this poem.”

In my home country,

At the beginning of a new term,

The teacher begins to call the names.
| know she isn't going to call Shan.

The days with him are unforgettable.
The days we chasad squirrels from the
mango trees,

The days we collected bullets as a
hobby,

The days we went rabbit hunting and
fishing

Instead of going to school,

The days we hid in the bunkers which
wearea

Liberal democracy Sri Lanka-style

In his reply (June 1) to my comment in
the LGof May 1, Dr Chanaka Amaratunge
has chosento be grossly insulting. Unwise
of him, which he may not realize even after
reading this because he is evidently in a
confused state of mind.

The confusion shown in his arguments
is reflected in his style as well. He conclu-
des his reply by stipulating his requisites
for “civilized discourse”, one of which is
accuracy of terminclogy. But in the very
next sentence he commits a howler by
accusing me of “firing badly aimed brodsi-
des with the zest of a loose cannon.” A
cannon, an inanimate object, is not capa-
ble of zest which might be expected only
of the person who fires it. Not the only
nowler in his reply, which shows that
accuracy of terminology is not his forte.
In his prose, as in his politics, CA fails to
oractise what he preaches.

The canfusion shown in his arguments
= wvery striking. He seems incapable of
recognizing plain facts, and of making
=smple logical connections. [ will illustrate.

He is outraged by my having stated in

an article last year that both the DUNF
and the Liberal Party were championing
liberal democracy. There we have a very
clear demonstration of an incapacity to
recognize a fact that was staring him in
the face. For it is an incontrovertible fact
that the DUNF did champion what amou-
nted to liberal democracy, even if its lea-
ders were insincere about it, and what is
more it did so with spectacularresults. The
impeachment motion galvanized the pu-
blic on the issue of the Presidential
system. A torrent of aricles in the press
was followed by meetings, seminars, le-
clures, at which the Presidential system
was pulverized and the public tumed
against it. That was a major DUNF contri-
bution to the promotion of liberal demo-
cracy, and not the only one.

CA's point, of course, is that Athula-
thmudali's democralic pretensions should
not have been taken seriously. | certainly
did not, just as | cannot take CA's liberal
democratic pretensions seriously either.
What is at issue is performance, not the
pretensions of politicians, The difference
in performance is that Athulathmudali

Dark and muddy and full of snakes and
scorpions
In the night.

The day | heard the explosion of an
artillery shell,

And I ran to see my friend but |
Couldn't see his face.

Thatis one of my childhood memories.

Poetic brevity and aesthelic content
adom the poem. The way he expresses
his childhood impressions touches the
heart of the reader. He presents a moving
picture of the innocent lives falling victims
to the civil war in Sri Lanka. He ensures
that his readers in Canada join him in
missing his friend who died in Sri Lanka
3 years ago.

3. Velupillal
Canada.

advanced liberal democracy, while CA
has been betraying it.

| will now demonstrate his incapacity to
make simple logical connections. He says
that | had thought of the LP as God's gift
to Sri Lanka in 1991, a status shared in
my estimation by the DUNF in 1993, but
by 1994 the LP is beyond the pale. He
then asks, “What has happened during
these years to evoke these confused re-
sponses?”

Surely it should have been obvious that
in my view the LP of 1994 is not the same
as the LP of 1891, a view which far from
being eccentric is shared by others inclu-
ding some of the ablest LP members who
abandoned that party, namely Tisse Jaya-
tilleke, Saravanamuttu, and Rohan Edrisi-
nha. Surprisingly CA himself writes just
two paras laler. “The UNP has no one
unalterable identity which makes it impo-
ssible to work with it at all imes." He is
evidently unable to make a connection
between that remark and the identity of
the LP itself.

The central issue behind this debate is
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whether a liberal party can ally itself with
anything like the UNP and retain its credi-
bility. Before discussing it. | must first
make a clarification about the title given
to my eadier, "Chanaka: Ancther Fa-
scist?”, which was the conseguence of
editorial privilege, and not mine. The gue-
stion at issue is not whether CA is himself
a fascist like Zhirinovsky. However | will
not cavil over that exercise of editorial
privilege, because the guestion may be
worth considering after all.

What | wrote was that the Liberal Demo-
cralic Party of Hussia is headed by a
Hitlerite racist and fascist, while “in Sri
Lanka the Liberal Party is in alliance with
the racist and fascist UNP", and therefore
both are accomodative to racism and
fascism. What has to be determined is
whether the UNP can be properly chara-
clerized as racist and fascist.

CA declares thatit is a gross exaggera-
tion to use the term “racist” of a pary
which accords a significant place to the
minorities within it, has devolved a measu-
re of power and enfranchised the previou-
sly disenfrachised. Those are broad gene-
ralities which cannot suffice to dispose of
the guestion. | did not go into details about
racism towards the Tamils, but | referred
toadetailed and lengthy letterto the Island
in which | had established that the UNP
has been contemptuously racist towards
the Muslims. CA is at liberty not to read
that letter. He is not at liberty to challenge
my characterization of the UNP as racist
without meeting the arguments in that
letter.

As for fascism, | made it clear that | was
using that term in the popular sense of
addiction to totally unprincipled brute po-
wer. CA does not meet my point about
the UNP's record of unrelenting State
terrorism for seventeen years. Instead he
irrelevantly argues that a party which tole-
rates a considerable degree of political
dissent and maintains “a liberal democra-
tic structure” cannot be called fascist. That
argument is irrelevant because | did not
say that the UNP is fascist in all aspects
of its governance. | used the term fascist
in a limited, precise and from a liberal
standpoint, a damning sense.

“A liberal democratic structure”, says
CA. Democratic? He must acknowledge
that the first essential of democracy is that
the people be allowed to choose their
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govemment at free and fair elections, and
he must acknowledge further that no go-
vernment with anything like the UNP's
record of rigged elections canbe regarded
as properly democratic. He does ackno-
wledge viclent electoral malpractises
“especially in the years priorto 1980 when
we opposed it". Are we to believe that he
is unaware of the blatant rigging that went
on at the recent Eastem PC eleclions, a
foretaste of what we might expect at the
Prasidential and General elections?

| cannot see that the LP's alliance with
the UNF, a party thal is "racist”, “fascist”,
and "undemocratic”, all of which are terms
usedin very precise senses, is excusable.
CA does not advance his argumentin any
way by saying that “Mr Hussain and
others of his ilk” must disabuse themse-
Ives of the notion that liberal demaocratic
ideals are befrayed when liberals enter
into alliances with parties which do not
share many of those ideals, after which
he adds that Western liberals have allied
with Conservatives, Social Democrats
and so on.

It is hardly an adult level of argument
to suppose that Hussain and his ilk are
unaware of those well-known facts. CA
and others of his ilk, on the other hand,
seem stangely unaware of another we-
ll-known fact. It is that liberals have too
often destroyed themselves by an excess
of liberal tolerance, entering into alliance
which have proved to be self-destructive.
| quote from a source ready to hand, an
article by Michael Barone in which he
writes of liberal parties. “If their strength
is tolerance of divarsity, their weakness
is tolerance of anything — including their
own destruction.” (Dialogue — No 103,
1994).

The reallyimportantquestion iswhether
the Western liberals will ally with a party
having anything like the record of the
UNF. The Udugampola affair, the Franci-
scu affair, the Kuliyapitiya pardon, the
canlinuing refusal to properly investigate
the disappearance of 31 school children
at Emblipitiya, the removal of the Bribery
Commissioner, the denial of promotion for
her Deputy, the blatant rigging at the
Eastemn PC elections, and now the dismi-
ssal of the Weslern Province Governor far
acting constitutionally, are all among the
grand achievements of the present Gove-
mment in just over one brief year in office.
Does CA really expect the public to belie-

ve that the Westem fiberals will ally the-
mselves with a party having that kind of
anti-liberal and anti-democratic record?

It appears that in accordance with the
characteristic defect of liberals CA has
been displaying an excess of tolerance,
Or is it something else? An outraged /G
reader has sent me a copy of the Dece-
mber 1988 issue of the Liberal Review,
of which CA was a co-editor. It has to be
read to be believed in the perspective of
subsequent LP somersaults,

Mrs Bandaranaike's candidacy provi-
ded the "only hope for peaceful and demao-
cralic paltical change” she was the “only
truly national candidate”, her programme
was “unmistakably tolerant, democratic,
and centrist”, she held out “the promise
of a liberal democralic constitutional
order”, and so on. Shortly afterwards the
LP withdrew its support for that paragon.
Was it that she failed to include CA in her
national list?

Theindictment of President Premadasa
in the same editorial, a savage diatribe,
has also to be read to be believed, again
in the perspective of another somersault,
We find this, “There can be no doubt that
he has was at the forefront of the UNP's
undermining of political and individual
freedoms through such acts as the depri-
vation of Mrs Sidmavo Bandaranaike's
civic rights, the Referandum and the Sixth
Amendment to the Constitution, Liberals
have noted with particular concemn the
repeated attacks made by Mr Premadasa
on the multi-party system of government”,

In the old days there was only one
system of logic, at present there are seve-
ral such as symbolic, mathematical, and
modal logic, and now we have the enfirely
navel system of Chanakian logic acco-
rding to which Athulathmudali was forever
beyond the democratic pale for what ha
did under the 1977 Government, but not
so President Premadasa.

Whal precisely is CA's understanding
of what liberal democracy should mean
in practise? That it sanctions a liberal
tolerance towards practically anything, a
total imationality, an abandonment of all
principle? Or is it that there is just one
grand overriding principle which makes
everything else unimporant and irele-
vant, the one principle of getting Dr Cha-
naka Amaratunge inta Parliament?

Izeth Hussain



m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sarfing out tobacca
leaf in a barm. It is one of the hundreds of such
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable lardd remains
fallow during the off season,

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
Jucrative cash crop and the green leaves tum to
gold... to the value of over Rs. 250 milion or more
annually, for pechaps 143,000 rural foll.

Tobaceo is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people. And these
people are the tobacen barn cwners, the tobacco
groweers and those who work for them, on the land
and in the barns.

For them, the tabacco leaf means meaningful worl,
a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
emough reason for laughter.

& Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
| of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People’s Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff

of only 46... and a few hundred customers.
Today, just 33 years later -

People Resource exceeds 10,000
Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST

in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People’s Bank has grown to become a highly respécted leader.
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a

dedication that has earned them the title “Banker to the Millions™

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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