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BRIEFLY. ..

Three ingredients for
prosperity

In an address to the nation
shortly after being sworn is as Sri
Lanka's eleventh Prime Minister
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kuma-
ratunga pledged to lead the nation
towards prosperity by doing her
utmost to cure its gravest ills.

The Premier told a nationwide
TV audience that she would solve
the Morth-East problem, restore
demoracy and re-establish law
and order.

“We have dreamt a new dream
for our country, a difficult but beau-
tiful dream. Let us together tra-
nsform that dream into reality”,
she said.

Abolishing the executive
Presidency

A frontline minister in the People’s
Alliance government, Industries
Minister C.V. Gooneratne, told
The Isianathatthe PA was commi-
tted to abolishing the Executive
Presidency. He was commenting
on speculation that there was re-
thinking. on this issue in some
quarters of the Alliance.

Only the PA could do it

MEP leader Dinesh Gunawardena
analysing his party's rout at the
General Elections (notasingle MP
elected) told 7he /sland that the
people had concentrated on de-

feating the then ruling UNP and
had voted en masse forthe People
Alliance believing that only the PA
could defeat the UNP.

“The people cannct be blamed
for the defeat of the Mahajana
Eksath Peramuna (MEP). We
must accept that the people's prio-
rity was nothing but the defeat of
the UNP", Dinesh Gunawardena
who had campaigned on a Sinhala
nationalist platform, said.

Highest preference

Ms Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga, the charismaliclea-
der ofthe victorious Peaple's Allia-
nce, polled 464,588 preferential
votes at the recent General Ele-
ctions, the highest on record. She
came in top of the list from the
family's home turf, the Gampaha
District. Her father S.W.R.D. Ba-
ndaranaike and her mother Siri-
mavo Ratwatte Bandaranaike
were Prime Ministers before her.

The dividend from peace

The dividend from peace when the
North East conflictis settled would
be Rs 25 billion, Sri Lanka's new
Information Minister Dharmasiri
Senanayake told the BEC. This
saving could be used to fulfil the
promises given to the youth, for
developrnent and employment, he
sald.

The minister also said: “We are
assured of majority support for a
commission to investigate bribery,
corruption and murder”.

The Liberals and the
Rushdie Affair

Liberal Party leader Dr Chanaka
Amaratunga who allied himself
with the Sr Lanka Muslim Co-
ngress at the last General Ele-
ctions said in a paid newspaper
advertisement (before the ele-
ctions): "It has been brought to my
attention that my views and those
of the Liberal Party regarding the
novel Satarnic Verses by Salman
Rushdie have been misreprese-
nted for partisan political purposes
and that the totally false impre-
ssion has been conveyed that Li-
berals are hostile to Islam and to
the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him). ....."
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NEWS BACKGROUND

P. A. PROMISES — THE VOTERS WAIT

Mervyn de Silva

he visit of Mr. Anana Verma, the

Indian Prime Minister's special envoy,
tumed the spotlight for a moment on the
external.

If relations with India, our huge neighbour,
had been a major problem as in 1988-89,
this polls result would have been ideal. We
would have had a new Prime Minister who
is warmly regarded in Delhi. And 1o back it
up the UNP has chosen an Opposition Lea-
der wha is the most oculspoken defender of
the Indo-Sri Lanka Paace Accord, and a key
playerin the Indo-Sri Lankan drama of 1987
and after. The deft diplomacy of Prima Mini-
ster Marasimha Rao saw a remarkable
improvement in bilateral relations in the final
phase of the Premadasa presidency.

17 years of UNP rule have ended. The
focus is on the domestic. |t started in the
South. And the spotlight was on Chandrika.
And balh the talent-spoliers as well as the
anli-UNP voter, waiting for the "Big One",
spotted a winner — Chandrika, the missing
personality factor that completed the equa-
tion. Anura's depariure of course had helped
resolve the conflicts within the pary. In the
South, Chandrika's campaign style and the
solid fact of victory setiled the Siima-or-Cha-
ndrika issus. If there was any residual unce-
rtainty, any lingering doubts, the massive
May Day gatheringin Colombo, and the huge
procession, such doubls were cleared. Cha-
ndrika was ‘the draw’.

The Oppaositicn P.A. romped home. And
the South was a perfect field for a trial run.
It is the tradiional home (Dutugemunu
country) of Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism as
well as Sd Lankan radicalism-Leftism. Dr.
S.A. Wickremasingha, one of the founders
of the movement, carne from the deep south.
So did the Rajapakses. And one of them,
a Tamil won comfortably. In short President
D.B's “na ethnic problam, only a terrorist
problem” Sinhala-Buddhist hardline made
little or no impression.

Strange o say, the only padiamentary
electorate that the UNP won in this contest
was the assassinated President Premada-
sa's home town. Thelessons? Premadasaist
“populism” did pay dividends, however mo-
dest. Also, "communalism” was no longer
a vote-winner. “Change” was in the air. A
demoralised Opposition voter had started to
talk of a "Chandrika magic”.

And yet, the statistics called for a closer
look. The UMNP had lost 12 electorates that
it had held at the Provincial poll len months
earlier, observed Dayalal Abeysekera in the
L.G. May 1st 1994, The cover of that issue
signalled in blood red a special May Day
waming:

SRI KOTHA

MAY DAY!
MAY DAY!
MAY DAY

Evidently, Sri Kotha, the headquarters of
the “Greens" didn't get the message!

*“While the UNP retained its voter base on
the whole, Tissamaharama was very decisi-
ve in denying over 8000 i.e. more than one
fifth ofits votes to the UNP" wrote our analyst.
“When the maore urbane Galle and Matara
are marginally willing 1o be appeased by the
policies of a post-Fremadasa UNP, the rural
peasaniry of the Dry Zane are disillusioned
by the vaidleftby the late President; themass
disenchantment created by the absence of
a champion for their cause compels them to
view the revamped PA, still in some degree
of disarray, as a viable alternative to the
UNP", wrole psephaologist Abeysekera.

He also paid special attention lo the public
servant and the postal voter. A large perce-
ntage voted against the regime. The recent
results would probably help us sustain the
argument that IMF-Wordd Bank policies
affect the living standards of the middle-class
and lower middle class salariat.

ECONOMIC ISSUE

In the slogan-and-wall-poster, the
Seventeen-Year-Curse quite easily beat the
Seven-Year ltch. The UNP had a distinct
dizadvantage. The trials and tibulations of
the lower-middle class and the poor joining
the long queue at the mulli-purpose co-ope-
rative store were nol really part of the collecti-
ve memory of the new voter (18} or even the
under 21 {once the voting age) in the “llanga-
ratne socialist era” of quotas, shorlages,
ration cards etc. The Sri Kotha prapaganda
bamage so deadly in the 1877 had no real
fire-power this time. Such memaries of the
housewife had faded.

Goods were available (tha UNP's achieve-

ment) but at a price and the value of money
was shrinking. That meant the salariat and
the wage-earner, including the public servant
whose cooperation is s0 necessary when
fighting an election battle. | ikewise the poli-
ca. Hurt by the economic sqeaze, inflation,
he would not cooperale with the ruling party.

And soto the slogan war, the full-page AD.
and the wall-poster. One of the most effective
was the PA's full page ad. addressed to
PUBLIC SERVANTS:

DOMOT BEMISLED BY FALSE PROPA-
GANDA ON WAGE INCREASES. OVER
THE LAST 5 YEARS YOUR REAL WAGES
{after adjusting for inflation) DECREASED
BY 6%. HERE ARE THE CENTRAL BANK
STATISTICS. (1989-1993).

Mext to inflation, the PA’s deadliest wea--
pon was unemployment 12.6%.

PROMISES, PROMISES

Tha PA's most affraclive slogan was bread
at Hs. 3.50. This weekend (27-28th) the
Chandrika Kumaralunge government kept
its promise. The CWE reduced the price of
flour by As. 4.35 a kilo so bakers could a
sell a 450 gram loaf at Rs. 3.50. Diesel and
kerosene prices could also drop 10 to 205,
Soon, the PA will tumn its attention to une-
mployment. It was not just the fatigue factor
that made a notoriously demanding, politica-
lly mature electorate decide that the UNMP
had overstayed its welcome but the rising
expecialions of a new generation, the new
18 plus voter, over a million. For that samé
reason thefirst-time volerwould expect quick
results; jobs, reduced consumer prices.

"Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunge the victor in
this week's Sri Lankan general eleclion will
need all the luck she can get if she s to tum
her complex coaliion of opposilion parties
into an effective government..." Chserved
Stefan Wagstyl, South Asia editor of the
Financial Times.

“We are in a ticky situation. People are
going to wait and see before they make up
their minds about the govemment” says Mr.
Desmond Femando, a lawyer-secretary Ge-
neral of the Intemational Bar Association”
(See FULL REPORT: SRI LAMKA ENTERS
UNCERTAIM ERA)



A ‘LIMITED SWING’ THEORY : A Post-mortem

Dayalal Abeysekera

he 17-year wait of the SLFP-led

Peoples Alliance to be voted into 'offi-
ce' provides more than a legitimate basis
for the post-election euphoria. Itis equally
valid to observe that the "Candrika Wave™
was only capable of installing a minority
govemment, not too frequent a phenome-
non in Sri Lanka, the only other occasion
being the Parliament of March 1950.
Although that particular Parliament |asted
a mere 33 days, the current alignment of
farces is bound to be more enduring and
mostlikelyto sustain the spiritofthe victory
of the PA. The post-election fatigue is also
likely to discourage potential boat-rockers
in indulging in unduly extravagant antics.

Before we come back to some specula-
tive ruminations on the causes of the PA
victory, a closer look at the statistics within
a comparative perspective is bound to
engage the disceming reader. This ana-
lysiz will, restrict itself to the 17 districts
lying outside the Northeast of the country.

The '94 poll in the MNorthern Province
descended to more than a farce with less
than 7.6 percent tuming out to castils vote
{Jaffna, a mere 2.3 percent). The Eastemn
Pravince, however, did very creditably
with more than three fourths (75.2 pe-
rcent) casting their ballot; but the absence
of previous data prevents us from using
the same modes of analysis.

It must surely be a reliefto note the very
high turnout of voters at the Pardiamentary
Elections of 1994. MNeary B2 percent
(81.97 percent, to be exact) casttheirvote
outside the Mortheast of Sri Lanka, there
being four more ocecasions on which the
80 percent mark has been passed. (The
nation-wide turnout was 76.2 percent). At
the district level the voter tumout has
ranged between 77.3 percent in Putlalam
to87.3 percentin Ratnapura, avery consi-
stent performance outside the Northeast
{column i in Table). Coupled with the fact
that the poll has been judged as a 'most

fair' election held during last couple of
decades by all parties concemed, demo-
cracy appears to have secured the best
victary,

The percent of rejected votes has also
been broughtdownto4.7 percent (column
i) from an unconscionably high level of
7.2 percent in the Provincial Council Ele-
ctions of May 1993 and an even higher
9.4 percent at the Local Govermment Ele-
ctions of 1891. Though the level of ‘voter
illiteracy’ in 1994 has diminished, Monara-
gala (9.5 percent) and Badulla (7.8 pe-
rcent) are still too high to be tolerated,
Muwara Eliya though still high at 6.7 pe-
rcent appears to have taken some effecti-
ve corrective measures to bring it down
from an appallingly high 11.9 percent at
the 1993 poll. A conceried educational
campaign on a national scale is however
needed to bring down the voter illiteracy
level to something between one to two
percent.

Percent Polled at the Parliamentary Elections of 1994 and the Provincial Council Elections of 19383 by Major Parties.

% pofied at 1994 Flection by
% Rejected

Disirct Poifed Votes Alf otfer

LINP PA Farties UNP
Anuradhapura B39 4.3 43.5 55.2 1.4 51.9
Polonnaruwa B3.7 .8 47.6 51.2 1.2 523
Moneragala B5.7 a5 43.8 50.4 5.8 55,7
Badulla 84.0 7.8 54.0 435 2.5 57.9
Ratnapura B7.3 49 48.0 50.8 1.3 52.2
Kegalla 829 4.1 51.2 47.9 0.9 48.3
Kandy 83.7 5.1 52.3 46.4 1.2 49.8
Matale 84.3 58 48.6 49.9 1.5 k32
MNuwara-Eliya 83.7 6.7 58.1 323 9.5 58.2
Kurunegala 84.1 4.1 47.0 518 1.1 436
Puttalam 773 4.5 45,5 53.6 0.8 50.2
Gampaha B1.5 3.6 41.9 56.8 1.3 41.3
Colombo 776 3.8 41.8 50.9 7.3 376
Kalutara 821 4.8 43.8 53.8 25 442
Galle a1.2 4.0 41.2 56.4 2.4 44.3
Matara 78.8 4.3 ar.4 59.9 2.7 45.0
Hambantota 79.6 5.2 38.7 53.5 7.8 48.9
Sri Lanka
(17 districts) 81.97 4.69 45.6 515 2.9 46.9

MNo. of Volers (7,715,239) (362,079) (3,353,523) (3.784,926) (214,711)

Column No. ) (i) (i)

iv) (v) {vi)

% Folled af May 18593 Election by
Al other
FA DUNF Faries PA + DUNF
35.1 10.5 25 456
334 125 1.8 -4589
3.9 Q8.8 0.6 43.7
255 13.3 3.3 28.8
36.5 08.6 28 45.1
326 17.0 1.1 48.6
30.6 17.8 1.9 48.4
261 17.6 341 43.7
18.7 11.4 10.6 30.1
35.9 18.1 1.5 55.0
36.4 10.8 26 — 482
45.7 11.4 1.6 571
3841 21.8 24 60.0
44.0 13.8 27 232
40.2 0.1 26 53.1
31.0 138 0.9 54.1
361 15.9 3.2 46.9
36.1 14.5 25 50.6

(2,994,353) (2,304,495) (928,590) (157,097) (3,233,085)

{vii) {viii) (ix) (x)

Dr. Dayalsl Abeyzokera i the Asst. Residen! Representalive of FORUT in Sn Lanka.
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In order to provide a meaningful dire-
ction lo this analysis (which might otherwi-
se end up in an incoherent mass of stati-
stics), we propose to speculatively pursue
the reasons (causations/concomitant va-
riation) which may have given the PA
chance for the first time in 17 years to
obtain more votes than the UNP. On a
mora restricted time scale, how did the PA
which obtained 689,858 votes less than
the UNP at the May 1993 poll manage
to obtain 431,403 more vote than the UNP
just 15 months later, an attraction of
1,121,261 votes to itself. (This analysis
refers to the 17 districts outside the No-
rtheast unless it is specifically referred to
otherwise.)

The PA obtained 51.5 percent of the
national vote at the '94 poll while the UNP
obtained 45.6 percent thus leavinga mere
2.9 percent to all other parties and conti-
nued to maintain a bi-party stranglehold
in the country (columns iil, iv & v). (In the
MNortheast, however the other parties co-
mmandeerad 58 percent of the vote lea-
ving the balance to be shared by the two
main parties, 24.5 percent by the UNP and
17.4 percent by the PA.) From the 36.1
percent of votes the PA obtained in May
'3, the gain is a very substantial 15.4
percentage poiniz or 1,480,431 actual
votes (more than what DUNF obtained in
'93).

DUNF FACTOR

One-must not lose sight of the fact that
at the '93 poll, there was the new-comer
DUNF which grabbed 14.5 percent or
828,590 vates from the two main parties
as well as the other small parties (column
viii). With the DUNF splitting subsequently
into the Srimani and Gamini factions and
each joining one of the major parties, an
intense tussle was on to grab these votes
by the two major parties. It appears that
ihe sparring was decidedly resoived in
favour of the Srimani faction and FA. This
becomes apparent when one pursues the
relative performance of Colombo and
Kandy districts (where Mrs. Atulathmudali
and Mr. Dissanayake contested, both of
whom, incidentally gained the highest nu-
mber of preferential votes) at the two
elections. The UMP gained 2.5 percenta-
ge peaints and the PA 15.8 percentage
points in Kandy while in Colombo the UNP
gained 4.2 and the PA 12.8 percentage

points. The fact that Mrs. Atulathmudali
as a novice to politics could command
nearly 150,000 preferences against the
nearly 200,000 preferences of the veteran
Mr. Dissanayake is also a sufficiently
strong indicator to suggest that the Lalith
Athulathmudali mantle was effectively
passed on to his widow,

The registered voter base at the two
eleclions were different, 9,297,742 in '93
and 5,412,008 in '94, a mere 1.2 percent
increase within the 17 districts. However,
when one considers the change in the
actual valid votes cast, the difference is
amassive 968,625 whichisa 15.2 percent
increase over tha "93 figure of 6,384,535
to 7,353,160 (notinTable). In otherwords,
while the voter base increased by a mere
114,266, the cast valid votes increased
over eightfold. How did this happen? The
first component of this increase was engi-
neered by the higher voterturmout {increa-
sed from 74 percent to 82 percent) and
the second by the proportionate reduction
inrejected votes (from 7.2 to 4.7 percent).
In a way, itis this additional 968,625 votas
and the 928,590 votes obtained by DUNF
at the "33 poll that had to be reallocated
between the two major parties and the
other small parties. The small paries
impraved its position very marginally from
25 to 29 percent (from 157,097 to
214,711 votes, i.e., a gain of 57,614 votes
ar 3.0 percent from the reallocatable vote).
The UNP gained 359,170 voles or 18.9
percent while the PA grabbed the lion's
share of 1,480,431 votes or 78.0 percent
of the reallocatable vote. The foregoing
actual numbers of votes are valid if we
assume that all three party groupings
were capable of retaining in '94, the qua-
ntum each polled in '93.

At the district level, there was a major
shift in terms of being able to obtain a
larger share of the proportionate vote
thereby ensuring a larger number of seats
in the Parliament. In May '93 poll, the PA
could carry only the two districts of Ga-
mpaha and Colombo while the UNP obtai-
ned a proportionate majority of votes in
the 15 remaining districts, Fifteen manths
later in August of 1994 the UNP could
carry only the districts of Nuwara Eliya,
Badulla, Kandy and Kegalle, all of
which had a disproportionately high
share of Tamil voters of Indian origin

domiciled in the plantation sector, the
majority of whom were members of the
Ceylon Workers Congress headed by
Mr. Thondaman whose candidates
contested under the UNP banner.

This relatively overwhelming change
when translated to the 136 electorates
cutside the Northeast meant that the UNP
which carried 104 at the "93 poll crashed
to a modest 44 while the PA ascended
from 20 to 92 eleclorates (3 electorates
being won by DUMNF). But the proportiona-
te changes are somewhat modest, the
UNP which had 46.9 percent of the cast
valid vate in '93 drapped o 45.6 percent
while the PA increased its share from 36.1
to 51.5 percent. The PA's ascendance
was partially facilitated by grabbing the
larger proportion ofthe 14.5 percent of the
floating DUNF vote.

The more crucial observation is that in
spite of carrying the accumulated hospility
of the voters to an uninterrupted 17-year
regime, in spite of a much healed and
better organised PA quided by a chari-
smatic new leader, the UNP still maintai-
ned ils robust constituency. In fact, it
enhanced its base of supporers by
359,170 between the two recenl elections
when the increase in the actual number
of regislered voters was only 114,266;
what it failed to do was lo capture a larger
proportion of the floating DUNF vote and
the enhanced castvalid vote due to higher
voter tumout and depressed proportion of
rejected votes. But it was still capable of
seriously debilitating the PA's victory by
denying it the luxury of being able to form
a majority govermnment.

Even more interesting is to speculate
on what faclors may have contributed to
making a hapless, rudderess and seemj-
ngly impotent PA of May '93 which let an
up-start rookie like DUNF (which was nat
even attacking it at the hustings) grab
more votes from itself than from the UNP
in 10 districts, to dress itself up as a much
more winnable combination a mere 15
months later. The dissolution of the DUNF
and the resulling floating of neardy one
million votes was certainly a circumstantial
factor, not directly engineered by the PA.
It was a potentially anti-UNP vote bank
but predicated on amore virulent anti-Pre-
madasaism.



To its credit is the internal healing of the
PA which was apparently engineerad wi-
thin the ruling family and successfully
accomplished (though with ~some
anguish) when Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
was invited to join the UNP and accepted
same. Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga he-
nceforth was capable of deftly navigaling
the PA by absorbing the modest Anura
loyalists and expunging the hardcore. She
was provided invaluable media support by
the A4 4 ¥Awhich championed her cau-
s& in the 'national interest’ to the exlent
of even antagonizing Mrs. Bandaranaike.

With this internal consolidation Kumara-
tunga was provided the ideal playing field
to establish her credentials as an effective
campaigner and a leader when the UMP
pulled-off the Fransiscu Affair and pracipi-
tated the Southem Provincial Council ele-
ction in May 1994. The test was if she
could win back the Southem Province
which was more red and blue priorto 1977
but had since gone somewhat green. By
winning 20 out of the 21 electorates and
grabbing 55.4 percent of the votes, a
hereditary charisma was reinforced and
enhanced by tangible achievement. A
leader was bam, But still the UNP's voter
base was not seriously eroded,

Within this background of a build-up
towards the election, what was it that PA
raisedasissues that really precipitated the
limited swing we withnessed at the ele-
clions? To an opposition that had been
continuously out of power for 17 years,
atlack on an incumbent government’s po-
licles was a more potent weapon than
highlighting one's achievements ina gone
era. As such, the escalating cost of living,
the growith of bribery and corruption to
gigantic propoertions, perpetuation of
crony capitalism enhancing the gap be-
tween haves and have-nots, the unreso-
Ived ethnic conflict with its unending war
weara among the main themes of attack
launched from the PA platforms.

While there is the escalation of living
costs, there is also evidence of the growth
of incomes. If this was a crucial issue why
didn't it precipitate a much bigger swing
in favour of the PA?

Bribery and corruption is an issue of
contention for a minority of the voters,
disproporiionately drawn from the better
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educated, belonging to or aspiring to the
middle class, the quasi or otherwise litera-
tl. One fails to see how a farmer whose
burning problem is the lack of water to
cultivate both seasons could be swayed
to vole because of a scandalous Air Bus
Deal! If it was an issue, it was not of a
mass kind and perhaps the best effects
of this issue are reflected in the postal
votes which went overwhelmingly PA's
way. Crony capitalism may be evident
once again to the upper middle class of
business elite but what seeps down to the
mass base is the creation of some job
opportunities for the rural youth which,
though, exploitative in terms of global
commerce, is yet more attractive than a
semi-feudalismwithits promise of a near-

zero growth.

ANTI-WAR

Our personal thinking is that the issue
which precipitated the limited swing to the
PA is the continuance of the war in the
MNaortheast theatre with an end still out of
sight. The UNP's performance during the
last 10 years was evident failure. Mrs.
Kumaratunga’s promise that the PA will
end the war {or a signal to that effect) gave
hope to an appreciable vote-bank directly
affected by the war. Approximately
100,000 service personnel drawn primari-
ly from these 17 districts are always undar
the threat of being exposed to battle. The
unending flow of coffins that come back
tothe village setting is a constant remindar
of what one may witness one day with
respect to one's loved one. For each
senviceman engaged there will be at least
one suffering on a daily basis assume that
there are at least four more families which
are anxious for tha safety of each service-
man and that each family has a minimum
of two votes, Wouldn't these one million
votes be swungin favour of the PA, merely
because it is the only desperate hope to
save the life of one’s loved one.

Itis all very well to voice one’s patriotism
and allegiance to safeguarding the territo-
rial integrity of the country when one does
not direclly suffer the mental anguish of
knowing that a loved one will arrive in a
coffin. The rhetoric cannot be sustained
when that possibility is very real.

Some electoral evidenceis also forthco-
ming to sustain the notion that the Sinhala

electorate has become less tolerant of a
chauvinistic stand. The MEP which pe-
rhaps came closest to representing this
stance was unable to secure a single seat
in the legislature. On the other hand, Mr.
Vasudeva Manayakkara who went out on
a limb and stated in a TV debate that the
right to self-determination for the Tamil
community should be granted (or some-
thing to that effect) was rewarded by the
vaotars of the Ratnapura District with the
largest number of preferential votes. (As
a corcllary to the Sinhala community's
saftening of its stance vis-a-vis the ethnic
sland-off, the rejection of the Tamil chau-
vinistic overtures of Mr. Ponnambalam by
the Tamil constituency in Colombo is yet
another welcome feature that transpired
out of this election.)

The fact that Mrs. Kumaratunge gave
a cold shoulderto the MEP at the negotia-
ting table and went out of her way to
accommodate Mr. Nanayakkara before
the elections is perhaps an indication that
she had more than an intuitive grasp of
the need to find a lasting solution to the
Mertheast problem. She may have rega-
rded the presence of the MEP within the
ranks of PA to be an impediment to wo-
rking towards a solulion during a victo-
rious post-election phase and considered
the risk of alienating the MEP voter as an
acceptable risk.

The post-election scenario of the PA
forming a minority government dependent
on tha continued support of the minority
parties would tend to bring in more pressu-
re towards a solution of the ethnic conflict
and the war since the latter would receive
extremely high priority on the minority
parties’ agenda. Thus, if the limited swing
in favour of the PA was instigated by that
seclorof the electorate adversely affected
by the continued war in a desperate
atternpt to stop it and the PA is currently
buttressed by a group of minority parties
clamouring for a just settlement, will the
new Prime Minister be given the charce
to rise above the cacophony of chauvi-
nism and produce a pragmatic and lasting
political solution to this protracted pro-
blem? On the other hand, will she be able
to survive in office without conscientiously
pursuing such a solution. As such, pro-
spects for the survival of the PA in office
appears to depend very heavily on its
capacity to produce a lasting political solu-
tion to the ethnic conflict.
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Sri Lanka enters an uncertain era

Stefan Wagstyl

Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga, the victor
in this week's SriLankan general election,
is will need all the luck she can get if she
is to tum her complex coalition of opposi-
tion parties into an effective govemment.

Until she can exert a firm grip on power,
Sri Lanka faces a period of political unce-
riainty which could easily spill over into
society and the economy. “We are in a
tricky situation. People are going to wait
and see before they make up their minds
about the govemment”, says Mr De-
smond Femando, a lawyer and secretary
general of the Intemational Bar Associa-
tion.

Fortunately, Sr Lanka is a country
which has learnt to live with political tu-
moil. Meither the civil war in the north of
the island, an uprising of nationalist extre-
mists in the south in the late 1980s, nor
the assassination last year of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa has caused si-
gnificant social disturbances orthrown the
economy seriously off course. It is possi-
ble the country will survive unscathed the
end of 17 years of conservative rule by
the United National party.

Mrs Kumaratunga's most immediate
challenge is to hold together her parliame-
ntary majority. With only 105 seats in the
225-member parliament, her People's
Alliance, itzelf a coalition of nine parties,
must rely on the support of at least three
minority groupings. Moreover, she will
have to co-operate with MrD B Wijetunga,
the powerful executive president, who
stands above parliament and belongs to
the defeated LINP.

Mr Wistunga's rapid acknowledge-
ment of UMP's defeat suggests he is
taking a conclliatory approach. Buthe may
come under pressure from some sections
of his party to change tack.

Such pressure may surface soon, as
among the main aims of the People's
Alliance is a revision of the constitution to
curb the president's powers. This change
would require a two-thirds majority in pa-
rliament — which could only be achieved
with UMP’s co-operation. UNP will also be
concemead about the People's Alliance's

pledge to stamp out comuption. While
some UNP members, including outgoing
prime minister Ranil Wickremasinghe, co-
necede the need for tougher anti-bribery
laws, they may balk at moves to bring
ex-ministers to account.

Economic policy-making presents Mrs
Kumaratunga with a particularly awkward
challenge.

She has promised to follow the UNP
govemment’s promarket policies, which
have in the past five years brought the
country fast growth in output, foreign trade
and investment.

But businessmen see three dangers.
Firstto satisfy herleft-wing supporters Mrs
Kumaratunga may be tempted to make
some gestures—such asimposing puniti-
ve duties on the import of luxuries. Next,
even though the overall direction of policy
will be pro-market, day-to-day decisions
may not. For example, the govermment is
considering the future of the over-manned
state-owned tea industry. UNP, which

introduced limited privatisation of the esta-
tes' management, was planning more ra-
dical reform and Mrs Kumaratunga may
be tempted to fudge the issue.

Finally, Mrs Kumaratunga could try to
increase welfare spending. Her manifesto
includes promises of big food hand-outs
to the poor. However, she may not be as
profligate as she sounds, as such pledges
are routine in S Lankan campaigning.

On balance, businessmen are willing to
give Mrs Kumaratunga the benefit of the
doubt although they may postpone big
investment decisions for a few months,
Some execulives evenarguethe People's
Alliance will prove good for business.
They say that the corruption associated
with the UNP was beginning to harm
investment activity.

Moreover, they welcome Mrs Kumara-
tunga's determination to end the civil war,
in which Tamil Tiger separatist guerrillas
are fighting for an independent homeland.

— Financial Times

To Love, agairn.

Resurrection

You sensed the pale Galilean at your side

He wallced in Spain. he rose with Stalingrad.
The dripping Fascist fangs that tore yowr throat
Tore also his calm hands that only blessed.

Full cycle in Time, comes the Resurrection
Let us bide the slow torfured turn
From the maod night of Malevolence

Now through your chosen Love

Your warm heart calls us

As we march this May, she will proclaim

Fullsome the grace of surging, risen, feet

Where echoes of earlier, happier Mays, remain

We will trample on the grass, the fallen gold of April
While May puts out its scarlet flamboyants

And the Red Banners that kindled your eyes.

U. Earunatilake




Lanka’s Faith in Democracy

Eric Gonsalves

n the eve of provincial elections

last May, Sr Lanka seemed on the
verge of a descent to instability, The assa-
ssination of presidential contender Lalith
Athulathmudali and President Ranasi-
nghe Fremadasa highlighted a rising tide
of violence.

However, the popular reaction against
the murders, as in Bombay after the bomb
blsts, brought a consensus that the politi-
cal leadership should go ahead with busi-
ness as usual.

The election tumout was almost a re-
cord, an average of 75 percent. Despite
efforts by the ruling party to use its position
to bolster its campaign by inducements to
the electorate and the unfair use of gove-
mment media, it was generally agreed
that the elections were free and fair.

Blame on Politicians

That was a significant tnbute to the
people’s dedication to the democratic
system. It also underlined the reality that
much of the violence and malpractice that
tend to mar the electoral systems in South
Asia is due less to group tensions than
the deliberate excaberation of such pote-
ntial tensions by political leaders forimme-
diate gain.

The result of the elections was negative
for the ruling United Mational Party. The
People Alliances, led by former Prime
Minister Sirmavc Bandamaike and co-
mprising the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and
other left parties, gained the largest nu-
mber of seats in the most important we-
stem province, including Colombo.

With the breakaway Democratic United
National Front, the PA could lay claim to
the two other provinces by a small majo-
rity. But the government preempted that
by appointing UNP Chief Ministers.

{Enc Gonsalves is a8 former secraiany in the indian
Extemal Affairs Minisine)

Premadasa followed a two-track eco-
nomic policy. He embraced the Internatio-
nal Menetary Fundreform package, and
liperalization has been largely completed.

The domestic and foreign business co-
mmunities have tremendous freedom and
ask only for continued stability in the cou-
ntry and its policies. The economy is doing
reasonably well and seems set to impro-
ve.

On the other hand, Premadasa also
followed a populist policy on housing,
employment and rural development. That
brought to the UNP many erstwhile su-
pporters of the SLFP in the rural areas
and among the working class.

Also, despite the Tamil problem in the
narth and east, he made serious efforts
to look after the interests of the Tamils,
whether Muslim or Hindu, estate or urban.
Most of them also came into the UNP fold.

The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress got a
disappointing election response. The Ce-
ylonWaorkers Congress, consisting mainly
of estate Tamils, has done well as an ally
of the UMP. Looking back, it is interesting
to recall that up io 10 years ago, the
repatrialion of these workers was the
major problem relations with India.

In the Muwara Eliya district, the majority
of councilors elected were Tamils. It is
freely admitted by the UNP that the conse-
guence has been the alienation of the
Sinhala middle class, the party’s traditio-
nal base.

Equations within and between the pa-
rties have to be worked out. Mrs. Banda-
maike is ailing. Her daughter Chandrika
Kumarutnga has demonsirated her ele-
ctoral magnetism and is a rising star. The
erstwhile heir, her brother Anura, has
been forced out of the party leadership.

There is talk of a national government
that would include the present UNP, Anu-

ra Bandamaike and Gamini Dissanayake,
the DUNF leader. The reason for the
DUNF disappeared with the death of Pre-
madasa and probably only a rump will
surnvive.

Eventually, much will depend on perso-
nalities, their compstence. and image.
|declogy and issues played almast no part
in the recent elections.

Liberalizaton and decentralization
have gone so far that they cannot be
tumed back. Even committed socialists
acknowledge that the private sector will
be a major factor for growth. Hence, gai-
ning votes by using public monegy for
housing or amployment willbe done under
the banner of socialism as well that of
market forces.

Premadasa's Legacy

Mo party can afford to ignore Premada-
sa's legacy. So they will follow in his
footsteps to the extent that yields divi-
dends and use the labels that suit them.

There is an effort to forge a consensus
on changing the Constitution to revert
from an executive presidency to a parlia-
mentary system. This, too, would alter the
ground rules.

The govemment has been able to put
down the Sinhala extremist JVP in the
south by resorting to considerable force
and at times dubious methods. But the
Liberation Tigers have not succumbed to
force or blandishments, although their
area of control has been circumscribed.

The LTTE's almost-certain involvement
in much of the pre-election violence and
the assassinations was not used to pre-
vent Tamils from participating in the ele-
ctoral process, nor were they backward
in doing so. But the north and east still
remain outside the political process. Until
they are brought in, the averall prablem
will remain unresolved.



On Subduing the LTTE

Since the LTTE appears to have no
intention of accepting anything but defacto
independence, it will have to be subdued
by political and military attrition. The que-
slion is who has the will.

Fomal conventions exist in South Asia
for cooperation in dealing with terrorism,
as do for limited exchanges between se-
curity and intelligence agencies. There is,
however, a need to address such pro-
blems jointly and in greater depth, as they

seem to have common bases eradicating
the causes behind militancy and delinking
the local population from the militants,

But this is not lo suggest another Indian
peacekeeping force.

The suicidal tendency to exploit ethnic
prablems across borders must be seen
for what it is — self destructive. It inhibits
cooperalion by fostering suspicion and
makes South Asia appear as a less-atira-
ctive place for those from other parts of

A return to Uncertainty

eople in the Sri Lanka Freedom

Party (SLFP) =till talk about it with
awe. For the elections in 1977 — which
practically blanked out the SLFP and the
then prime minister Sirimavo Bandaranai-
ke from power and hasn't let them back
in since — Junius Jayewardene's United
Mational Party (UNP) had adopted a low
key, surefire method of campaigning. Vo-
lunteers stood in bread queues, bus
queues or at any social or political gathe-
ring and started discussions on how the
SLFP had taken the country to the brink
of disaster.

“It was a brilliant strategy”, says Sune-
thra Bandaranaike, Sirimavo's eldest dau-
ghter. "We thought people would appre-
ciate what my mother was trying to do for
the country. Bultwe had notexpected such
a groundswell of reaction”.

This time around, as Lankan voters go
to the paolls on August 16, the clock may
be tuming back. Chandrika Kumaratunge,
Sirimavao's second daughter and anocinted
successor, poses the first real leadership
altemnative to the UNP in many years. The
SLFP is also a leading partner in the
People's Alliance, a grouping of nine pa-
rlies including the Muslim League and the
Left, formed after snap parliamentary polls
were declared six months befora the ele-
clion deadline. And the ruling UNP, in a
vastly different political situation, and be-
reft of strong leadership since President

Ranasinghe Premadasa's assassination
last year, is pulling out all the stops to stay
in contral.

An opinion pall conducted for The Su-
nday Times in Colombo among 1,600
eligible voters — over 90 per cent were
Sinhalese —found that 44 per cent would
vate for the UNP, 23 per cent for the
Alliance, while a significant 29 per cent
were still undecided. This bloc is expce-
cted to ba the key element for either party
to cross 113 seats, which would give an
absolute majority in Sri Lanka's 225-seat
Parliamenl.

Cumrently, manifesloes are not much
help. “Both the parties are more or less
onthe same lines on mostissues, whether
it is corruption, liberal economic policies
or the North-East (Tamil separatists) pro-
blem"”. says J. Kadegamna, economist and
commentator,

The main political issue this time is Sri
Lanka's system of govemnance, which
switched from power lo the prime minister
to absolute power with the President.
Sources close to President D.B. Wijstu-
nge and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasi-
nghe say that even if the UNP wins, itmay
have to consider revertingtothe oldparlia-
mentary sysiem. The Alliance, besides
advocating pariamentary supremacy,
says it willalso pushfararuling that dossnt
require a two-thirds majorty for ame

the globe who may be interested in econo-
mic exchanges,

Relations Improving

Helations with India are steadily impro-
ving. Both sides hold similar views on the
LTTE. Economic ties and other excha-
nges are growing. The value of regional
cooperation is appreciated.

The Indian Tamil issue has disappea-
red. This augurs well for the development
of a more-effective South Asian Associa-
tion for Regicinal Cooperation,

ndments, and scrap the system of refere-
ndum which allowed Premadasa to po-
stpone elections and continue in power,

Any which way, both sides are likely to
be in for some nasty surprises. For the
UNP, itcould be a power struggle between
Wickremasinghe and Gamini Dissanaya-
ke, aJayewardeneprotege. "Infacl”, says
a senior government official, "the reason
behind the President declaring early ele-
ctions may have as much to do with
stermming further rot in the UMP as ca-
tching the Alliance off guard. The UNF will
have to do some housecleaning™,

And if the Alliance — mainly the SLFP
— wins, it could, on its part, face trouble
as soon as ministerial berths are allotted.
Besides, it will have to deal with a presi-
dent —whois alzo the head of the cabinet
— fram the UNP. Prasidential elections
are due this Movember, and the new head
of state will assume office only next Fe-
bruary, which could be a prime recipe for
a political crisis.

Also, neither party has yet factored in
the LTTE — and a war that is costing the
exchequer about HAs 1,600 crore a year
— in its plans. “| don't know what will
happen after the elections”, says Christi-
ne Edwards, a Colombo housewife and
an undecided. "Or if voting will make a
difference; Butit's time Sri Lanka gotsome
peace”.

— fridlia Todsy



India should keep her hands off Lanka

In an interview with J.R. Jayewardene

Mayank Chhaya

ormer Sri Lankan president Junius

Jayewardene has said India should
continue to keep her her hands off Sri
Lanka but acknowledged that lately new
Delhi has adopted the right approach.

She (India) had already sullied her
hands. It is not trusted by its neighbours,
especially here. The best thing for her to
dois keep her hands off, Mr. layewardene
said during an interview while responding
to the question if India had any role to play
in Sni Lanka.

The former president, 85, now leading
a relired but an agile life, agreed that
during the pastfive years India’s approach
towards Sri Lanka had gradually impro-
ved.

Mr. Jayewardene spoke of the Indian
role during former prime minister Indira
Gandhi's government with padicular ca-
ndidness. Asked if there was a way to
solve the Tamil insurgency problam wi-
thout compromising the country's inte-
grity, he said the insurgency is almost
finished. It would have been over a long
aga but for India.

Asked if he was saying India had sustai-
ned the insurgency, he told India Abroad
Mews Service India had sustained, fina-
nead and trained the Tamil insurgents
both at the Tamil Nadu government level
as well as help from the central gove-
rmment (under Mrs Gandhi} against a
democratically elected government.

He said even former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi had started off on a wrong
note but he quickly realized and then
began to cooperate with the Sri Lankan
government in fighting the insurgency.
Rajiv and | became very good friends and
he helped us take up arms (against the
insurgents), Mr. Jayewardene said.

On whether he thought the government
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of Prime Minister P.V. MNarasimha Rao
was approaching the Sr Lankan problem
non-intrusivaly, he said Mr. Rao is an
adnerent to that (the policy of cooperation
and keeping distance).

But Mr. Jayewardene pungently added
but Mr. Rao is one of one billion people
(referring to India's population).

On the outcome of the parliamentary
elections he said he was happy that the
polls were peaceful. There is no guestion
of happiness or unhappiness at the ve-
rdict. Obviously many people wished for
a change, he said.

Mr. Jayewardene had unambiguous
views on the raging debate over whether
or not to abaolish the executive presidency,
which he orginally introduced in the
1970s. He said without a two thirds majori-
ty it will not be possible for the People’s
Allilance to abolish the executive presi-
dency.

It has worked well and 1 think it will work
well. Butif there is any change to be made
it should be under the constitution through
atwo thirds majority as wellas referendum
Mr. Jayewardene said. He said the execu-
tive presidency was working well in
France as well as in the U.5. and it is the
same here.

Asked if there could be problems of
incompatibility between a People's Allia-
nce government and a United Mational
Party President, Mr. D.B. Wijetunge, Mr.
Jayewardene said they should not beha-
ve like ignorant peaple. With the narrow
margin it {the PA) cannot possibly abolish
the executive presidency. They should try
and work together.

However, he said there was a case for
shorening the term of pariament as well
as the presidency from the current six
years to four or five years. When the

six-year-term was introduced, there was
a lot of development work needed in the
country. But now that we have taken care
of most of that development work, we can
have shorter terms, he said.

Mr. Jayewardene said the Sri Lankan
economy would remain on course if it
continued the economic reform and ca-
rried on with a frae market economy.

— fndia Abroad News Senvice
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Opposition victory may bring ethnic peace

Mervyn de Silva

£ iWe are committed to free-market

policies. We will have a clear eco-
nomic policy and the private sector will be
its main promoter.”

So says newly installed Prime Minister
Chandrika Kumaratunga, leader of the
People's Alliance which won Sri Lanka's
August 16 parliamentary election, Domi-
nated by the Sri Lanka Freedom Party of
former Prime Minister Sirima Bandaranai-
ke, Kumaratunga's mother, the Alliance
is a coaliion that includes communist
factions. In her heyday in the early 1970s,
Bandaranaike, along with Indira Gandhi
in India and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in Pakistan,
epitomised the populist-socialist policies
then prevalent in South Asia.

But clearly, the new generation of South
Asian leaders have all got the free-market
refigion. In India, Prime Minister P.V. Na-
rasimha RHao is busily dismantling the
licence-and-permit raj, while his Pakistani
counterpart, Benazir Bhutto, is presiding
over a major privatisation of state assets.
Inthat context, Kumaratunga's statement
only provided fresh proof of how comple-
tely the old economic ideclogies have
been swept away in the region.

The United National Party (UNP), which
until its defeat at the polls held power for
17 years, had generally received good
marks for its economic policies. But some
concems were raised by a package of
pre-election goodies that President D.B.
Wijetunge introduced earlier this year.
Inflation remains at double digils, and
Kumaratunga will have to keep her ca-
mpaign promise to lower prices. To that
end, she has kept the key porifolios of
finance and planning for herself.

Some political analysts also believe that
the Alliance's victory has raised fresh
hopas of an end to the 11-year-old civil
warwith Tamil secessionistguerillasinthe
north and east. Kumaratunga has said
she is willing to open unconditional talks
with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
who are fighting for a separate homeland
in the north and east of the country. In an
apparent indication of her determination
to find peace, she has held on to the new
partfalio of ethnic affairs and national inte-
gration.

The prime minister has a busy time
ahead of her. The election for Sri Lanka's
execulive presidency must be held by
Movember. Wijetunge is expected to
contest the poll, and many believe he
will be opposed by Bandaranaike.

The Alliance has had to postpone plans
to change the executive presidency to the
old parliamentary system for want of a
two-thirds majority,

Lacking a stable majority in parliament,
Kumaratunga has to count on the suppart
of the minority parties. To dothatshe must
concentrate on the ethnic problem. The
Alliance was denied a clear mandate in
the election because it did not get mare
than 50% of the popular vote. Its 105
parliamentary seals are not enough to
give it a clear plurality in the 225-member
house. By the same token, the UNP did
manage to get a respectable 44% of the
vote, which translated into 94 seats in
parliament,

The new Alliance administration is de-
pendent on the Sr Lanka Muslim Co-
ngress (SLMC), which won seven seats
and has promised to support Kumaratu-
nga, and assorted Tamil groups, some of
themn former separatist guerillas. But that
may not go over well with Sinhala nationa-
lists.

Already, some of the non-Sinhala pa-
rlies are asserting themselves, In a discu-
ssion of the role of the SLMC in the
govemnment, its leader M.H.M. Ashraff
said: "The SLMC should not be taken for
granted”. Asked to explain, he added:
“She [Kumaratunga] should realise that
this is not an Alliance government: itis an
Alliance-SLMC government”,

But Ashraff also gave Kumaratunga the
supreme compliment from a minority poli-
tician. "What made me sign with Charndri-
ka was the fact that she was the first
Sinhala leader who had the courage to
Identify Sinhala chauvinism publicly, We
are opposed to Tamil chauvinism and
Muslim chauvinism. | am convinced that
a Sinhala leader who is opposed to Sin-
hala chauvinism is the answer to the
bloodbath in our country™,

Ashraffs comments seem to have
emboldened 5. Thondaman, leaderof the
plantation Tamils of the central highlands.
Thondaman has been a member of UNP
cabinets forthe past17 years, buthasnow
informed President Wijetunge that his
party, the Ceylan Workers® Congress, will
“function independently”.

Thondaman did notinsiston hisindepe-
ndance when he was a minister in former
Fresident Junius Jayewardene's cabinet,
nor when he served the late President
Ranasinghe Premadasa as his tourism
minister. But Jayewardene and Premada-
sa had clear majorities in pardiament. In
today's changed circumstances, both the
Muslim and plantation Tamil communities
are redefining their relationships with their
Sinhala-Buddhist partners from a new
position of strength,

In the eye of the ethnic storm, of course,
are the Tamils of the north and east, not
those of the central highlands or the Tamil-
speaking Muslims of the east. Kumaratu-
nga will have to respond soon to the
statement of Anton Balasingham, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam spoke-
sman, who has welcomed her unconditio-
nal offer of a negotiated settlement.

Bul President Wijelunge has relained
the defence portfolio, which is crucial to
the government's handling of the Tamil
insurgency. Kumaratunga said: “We
intend to end the ethnic conflict as soon
as possible. | hope to have a reasonable
working relationship with the president”.
Most analysts believe the Tigers are far
more interested in talks with the present
government than the UNP, which always
insisted they lay down their arms first.

Meanwhile, troubles abound within the
LUNF camp. Gamini Dissanayake, a senior
minister who opposed Premadasa, is ma-
king a strong bid to oust ex-Pramier Ranil
Wickremasinghe from leadership of the
UNP parliamentary group. The feuds that
once raged between the various Bandara-
naike family members seem to have rece-
ded into the past with the Alliance victory;
now it's the UNP's tum to be riven by
dissension.

— Far Eastern Economic Review
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Sri Lanka tilts to the left

he president of Sri Lanka, Dingiri

Banda Wijetunge, took a gamble
when he called an early parfiamentary
general election. He believed that 5ri La-
nkans, however fed up with the ruling
United National Party after 17 years in
power, would shy away from the left-lea-
ning People’s Alliance. With a parliame-
ntary victory behind him, he would enter
the even more important presidential co-
ntest in November confident of victory, It
hasn't worked out that way. The UNF lost
on August 16th, albeit by a small margin.
Mr Wijetunge could go the same way in
Movember.

The new prime minister is a almosl
certainly Chandrika Kumaratunga, a mo-
ther of two children and daughter of Sir-
mavo Bandaranaike, a prime minister
back in the 1970s and widow of yet an
earlier prime minister. She was expected
to take office on August 19th. Mrs Banda-
ranaike — albeit she is nearly 80 — now
hopes to join her daughter in power by
beating Mr Wijetunge for the presidency.

The People’s Alliance won 91 directly
glected seats and 14 allocated under
proportional representation, atotal of 105,
in the 225-seat parliament. One of its
allies, the Sr Lanka Muslim Congress,
won nire seats. The election commissio-
ner, announcing the Alliance victory, was
apparently satisfied that it would co-
mmand a majority in the new parliament.
The UNP won 94 seats. A number of small
parties shared a few seats and are likely
to support the Alliance.

The campdign had had brutalmoments,
with at least 20 political workers killed. Mrs
Kumaratunga claimed the govemment
was plotting to kill her. But election day
was fairly peaceful, with the army out in
strength to protect the polling booths. Mot
in the far north, though, There, where the
Tamil Tiger separatists are active — in
some areas in effective contral — there
was no voting.

The market economy was the central
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issue in the election. The UNP pointed 1o
the country's prosperity, with the economy
growing at more than 6% a year. The
People’s Alliance said the govermment's
policies had led to double-digit inflation
and corruption on a scale not seen before
in Sr Lanka. The Alliance promised to
restore the welfare state and a mixed
economy.

Just what sort of welfare state has not
been explained. After Ceylon — as itwas
called inthose days —wonindependence
from Britain in 1948, education and medi-
cal care were free. Basic foods were
subsidised. Legislation to protect workers
was the most advanced in Asia. By the
tima Mrs Bandaranaike's socialist gove-
rmment was thrown out in the election of
1977, more than half the budget went on
welfare.

The switch from a market economy was
the work of Junius Jayewardene, the |a-
wyer who led the UMP. Backed by a huge
majority in parliament, he slashed at most
welfare payments. Subsidies were ended.
The top rate of income tax was cut from
65% to 35%, indirect taxation filing the
gap.

The darker side to the economy is thal
the poor have become poorer. While afew
people have grown visibly —and irritantly
— very rich indeed, some estimates put
40% of the population below the poverty
line. Inflation is high and corruption ra-
mpant in high places. Mr Wijstunge is not
accused of it; many ministers and bureau-
crats are. Most people agree that Sri
Lanka needs a govermnment with the will
to look afresh at these problems, seen as
more important even than the conflict with
the Tigers, which is at least being contai-
ned.

The new government cannct de much
without the president's consent, thanks to
a constilulional shift engineered by Mr
Jayewardene that transferred real power
to an executive presidency, a post he took

himself. His successors have retained this
system. Mr Wijetunge thus is head of
state, head of govemment and
commander-in-chief of the armed forces,
It is he who summons parliament and
appoints the prime minister and other
ministers of the cabinet. He also presides
over the cabinetand can hold any partfolio
he wishes; Mr Wijetunge is both defence
and finance minister.

Even if Mr Wijetunge loses the preside-
ntial election in Movember, he will hold
office — short of a coup or revolution,
neither of them the least likely — until the
end of the year. Though his parliamentary
ploy has not worked, he will be hoping for
canflict within the Alliance. And he may
not be disappointed.

Mrs Kumaratunga was the star of the
election, sometimes addrassing 30 mee-
tings in a day. She has the sort of energy
{(and family connections) that put Benazir
Bhutto Into power in Pakistan. She and
her mother have been struggling for su-
premacy within the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, the main parly in the Alliance. Mrs
Bandaranaike, imperious though infirm, is
the official leader of the opposition. Her
daughter may be none too keen to see
her in the presidency, not least because
Mrs Kumaratunga herself has presidential
amhbitions.

The UNP will not easily live with its
defeat. Afler 17 years, its tentacles extend
right down to the lower levels of the bu-
reaucracy. In the election campaign it
reminded the electorate that, when Mrs
Bandaranaike was in power, there were
bread gqueues and a ban on restaurants
serving rice more than twice a week. One
newspaper wrote during the campaign
ihat Sri Lankans had to choose either to
hold their noses and vote for the UNF, or
to close their eyes and vote for the Allia-
nce. For better or worse they have shut
their eyes and hopad for the best.

— Economist



Conflict and responses to conflict

Kumar Rupasingha

Increases in the devastating effects of violent internal conflicts since the end of the Cold War necessitate a
reassessment of political approaches to conflict and greater emphasis on preventive strategies and activities, The
development of preventive diplomaey as an effective instrument for the peaceful and constructive resolution and
transformation of complex and protracted internal conflicts will involve sustained, multi-dimensional approaches
at both the national and international levels. Leadership and contributions in expertise and resources from
humanitarian and development agencies, human rights organizations, the scholarly community, conflict resolution
organizations, the business community, the media, governments and inter-governmental organizations will be
necessary to formulate and implement a viable policy framework to advance preventive diplomacy.

While during the Cold War the West
focused on global conflict through the
d=torting lens of the nuclear threat ha-
nging over all humanity and judged all
ofher conflicts as more or less critical,
depending on the degree of superpower
mvolvement, now we can clearly see that
these old and newly emerging conflicts
have had and will continue to have their
own complex dynamics. The dilemma
fzced by Western governmenis and pu-
blics is that current man-made catastro-
phes and threatened catastrophes can no
longerbe neatly categorized, explained or
understood as proxy wars or other types
of offshoots of the superpower rivalry.

Globally there were 50 serious and
emerging ethnopolitical conflictsin 1993-
84, according to Ted Robert Gurr, head
of the "Minorities at Risk" project. Gurr
atiributes 26.8 million refugees to these
conflicts and about 4 million cumulative
deaths over the duration of the conflicts
listed. The Department of Peace and Co-
nffict Research at Uppsala University has
compiled an initial list of 28 major armed
conflicts in 1993, defined as conflicts
which have produced more than 1,000
casuallies in a particular year, as well as
22 minor canflicts (less than 1,000 casua-
lies in a year).

The UN Development Programme, in
its Human Development Report 1994,
states: “During 1993, 42 countries in the
world had 52 major conflicts and another
37 countries had political viclence. Of
these 79 countries, 65 were in the develo-
ping world".

More than haif the conflicts had been
under way for rore than a decads,
taking the fves of four to six million
pecpls... Since 1845, more than 20
million peaple have died in wars and
other conflicts.

The wiitera S Lankan wito ol s post-gracuais

studies af the Paace Reseanch [nstfute, Osio is
Sacrefan~-General of e Infamabonal Al
Lonaon,

“Lessons from the Philippines — Lessons for Sri Lanka™

Professor Ed Garcia of the University of Philippines and author of several
books and articles on theories and practice of conflict resolution, as well the
Philippine experience wilh internal conflicts, presented a lecture entitled
“Community-based Strategies for Conilict Resolution: Lessons for the
Philippines'". The talk was organized by the Centre for Policy Research
and Analysis, which is afliliated to the University of Colombo. The talk took
place at the Faculty of Law recently.

Professor Garcia, no stranger to Sri Lanka, has interacted with Sri Lankan
academics aswell as human rights and political activisls in various inlernatio-
nal fora, expressed anguish over the unresolved internal conllict in Sri Lanka.
He further observed that this being the “Election Year” in Sri Lanka, the
conditions were favourable for a “bipartisan peace inltative”. He, however,
also cautioned against the tendency on the part of politicians to use the "peace
process” for narrow political ends.

Proceeding to the Philipinno case, Ed Garcia pointed out that more than
80,000 people had been killed in ethnic conflicts, as well as in relation to
conflicts over land. The advance made in resolving the internal conflict was
primarily due to "'Citizen Participation™ in shaping events and in exerting
pressure on the State and Guerrillas alike.

Professor Garcla, whose specialty is melhodology of conflict resolution
backed by practical experience, placed before the audience what he termed
his “Bakers Dozen"- or Reflections on 12 essential components of confliet
resolution:

* Commitment to a negotiated polilical solution.

* Citizens participation to ensure continued vigilance that priority issues
figure high on the national agenda.

* Recognizing the need for 3rd Party mediation.

* Confidence-building bebween parties in conflict and strong leadership to
hammess support for peace process.

* Searching for acceptable processes aimed at overcoming mistrusts and
phobla vis a vis each other.

* Defining the substantive issues.

®* Identllylng areas of convergence, before proceeding to tackle contentious
issues.

* Time rame for de-militarization of conflict,
* Monitoring mechanisms.

* Long-term Peace Education Programmes.
* Lopoking for different alternatives.

Following the presentation by Prof. Garcia, there was a lively discussion
amongst the audience which included academics, students, political activists
and journalists.
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A broad survey carried out by the
PIOOM Foundation, a non-partisan,
Dutch-based nonprofit organisation co-
nducling research on causes of gross
viclations of human rights, listed 160 vio-
lent and potentially violent domestic and
international conflicts in 1992,

PIOOM's survey for that year enumera-
ted 32 “outright wars”, in which there were
al least 1,000 battle-related deaths per
year, another 69 low intensity conflicts “in
which the violence is more sporadic and
less intense”, and 58 serious disputes “in
which one of the parties has threatened
the use of viclence or has deployed milita-
ry troops or made a show of force™. The
number of outright wars and low-inte-
nsity conflicts outweighing the serious
dispute category, indicates the pote-
ntial for escalation to low-intensity co-
nflict or outright war.

Whilst there was a decrease in global
spending on ammaments from 1987 to
1990 of some $ 240 billion, military spe-
ndingin many paris ofthe world, particula-
rly Sub-Saharan Africa and East Asia, did
not decline. In general, violent conflicts
have led to the diversion of scarce resou-
rces towards military spending. According
to the UNDP, in 1990-91 all developing
countries spent the equivalent of 60 per
cent of their combined expenditures for
education and health on military expendi-
ture, compared with 33 per cent in indu-
strialised countries. Among the highest
proportional spenders on arms and armed
forces in 1990-91 were; Somalia 200%,
compared with health and education spe-
nding; Ethlopia, 190%; Angola, 208%;
Yemen, 197%; Pakistan, 125%; India,
138%,; I"-I'onanmar, 222%: Iraq, 271%; Sn
Lanka, 107%; Syria 373%. (Human Deve-
looment Report 1994)

Countries which have experienced war
are extremely vulnerable to further deva-
slation, A U.S. aid delegation wamed
recently that 20 million people are at risk
of starvation in nine African countries,
including mare than 6 million in war-torn
Sudan, Somalia and Rwanda. (fatermatio-
nal Herald Tribune, June T, 1594

Further research findings

1. Mostoftoday's conflicts are intemal,
rather than inter-state. According to the
UNDP's Human Development Report
7334, only three of the B2 armed confiicts
between 1989 and 1992 were between
slates.

2. Chvilians make up the vast majority
of casualties in today's wars, according
to the UNDP, as much as 80 per cent.

3. |Intenal conflicts have created the
greatest forced movemenis of people
since 1845 — in 1993, 18.2 million refu-
gees and 24 million intemally displaced,
according to the UN High Commissioner
for Refugeeas. It has been estimated that
this total could rise to as many as 100
million people by the year 2000.

14

4. There is a wide gap between indica-
tions of the escalation of internal conflicts
and attempts at mediation.

5. There is a lack of effective regional
frameworks for conflict prevention and
resolution.

6. The massive proliferation of small
arms throughout the world has increased
the scope and lethality of war.

7. Landmines are often used indiscrimi-
nately, render wvast areas extremely
dangerous for civilians and amount to a

lingering legacy of destruction.

B. Strong linkages between criminal
activity and conflicts such as drug traffi-
cking and gun-running and extortion.

9. Violentinternal conflicts lead to gross
abuses of human rights and humanitarian
law, as well as genocide, as in Rwanda.

10. many oftoday's conflicts are identity
conflicts, where granting substantial de-
volution of power or territorial autonamy
would likely bring an end to the violence.

{To be continued)

Polls in Jaffna: a futile_essay

Sudha Ramachandran

Call for boycott

As usual, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Elam (LTTE) has called for a boycott of the
elections.

Whether elections should be held atall in
Jafina has been the most controversial issue
in the present polls. The Jafina elecloral
district retums 10 members to Parliameant
It has an electorale of 5.5 lakhs, the majority
of whom live in areas under Tiger control,
where Colombo has neither a political nor
a military presence. With the LTTE calling
for a boycott of the polls, a significant propo-
rtion of this population will be unable to
exercise their franchise.

With most people in Tiger territory staying
away from voting for fear of Tiger reprisals,
the question uppermost on many minds is
whether the choice of a mere 20,000 voters
living in areas cleared by the army, can be
accepted as represenlative of the entire
Jalina District. How credible is such an ele-
ction? Moreover, are voters in the cleared
areas really free to vole and will the elections
be fair?

Challenging the legality of holding ele-
clions in the peninsula, the TULF filed a
petition in a Colomba court. it argued that
holding elections in Jaffna contravenes Arti-
cles 4E and 93 of the Constitution, which
guarantee the right to vole lo every cilizen
of voting age. In the situation prevailing in
Jaffina, a free and fair exercise of one's
franchise will not be possible.

Moreover, since the Election Commission
is using an electoral register prepared in
1988, thosa who attained voting age since
then, are being denied their ight to franchise.
Despite these valid arguments made by the
TULF, the Court has rejected the pefition and
Jafina will go to the polls as scheduled.

While the atmosphere in areas 'liberated’
by the LTTE is far from conducive to a fair
election, the siluation in areas ‘liberated’ by
the army is no better. In the outlying islands,
the EPDP is in firm conirol. lis gun-toting
cadres are praventing contestants from other
parties from campaigning.

The Government's law and order machi-
nery is conspicuous by its absence. Will the
UMP allow its ally, the EPDP to carry wea-
pons aven on polling day and to tamper with
the polling proces? That the EPDP will be
allowed to do so is feared by many,

Unlike the 1989 elections, when the co-
ntest in Jafina was primarily between EROS
and the TULF-EPALF combine, these
groups seem to have little chance of winning
now from Jaffna. There has been no scope
for political work in Jafina since 1990, and
groups like the EFRLF have lost whatever
little support they may have had then.

The contest in the current election appears
to be mainly between the EPDP and the
SLMGC. While the former is [ikely to win from
the islands, the latter enjoys support among
the Muslim refugees living in Puttalam, who
were driven out of tha peninsula by the LTTE.

As for the LTTE, despite its boycott call,
it is believed to be supporting “one of the
independent groups". Apparently, some ca-
ndidates in the East have been allowed to
campaign by the local Tiger leaders. Yet, in
companson to 1989, the LTTE s invalvement
is rather low key, for in 1989 the LTTE not
only expressed tacit support to the EROS
list but also many Tiger sympathisers were
known to have contested on this list

No credibility

Few in the Tamil areas believe in the
usefulness of the elections and Parliament.
The contestants are aware that the elections
will not solve the ethnic problem. Yet, they
are contesting to keep Tamil representation
from falling into the hands of the Sinhalesa
parties. The Tamil people then are confonted
by an election which ta them has neither any
use nor credibility. Undoubtedly, the conduct
of elections in Jaffna is not indicative of a
ratum to normalcy in the region.

By holding an election in the Tamil areas,
perhaps the Government is trying to prove
that it is in control. However, by thrusting a
farcical election on Jaffna, the Govemnment
is focling no one but itself.



The new wave of Islamic awakening

HASSAN AL - TURABI, the ‘spiritual chief' of Sudan’s Islamic military government, responds to criticism
on questions of human rights, minority rights and the case of Salman Rushdie's apostasy

new, mature wave of the Islamic
A awakening is taking place today from
Algeria and Jordan to Khartoumn and Kua-
la Lumpur. Asfirst evidencedinthe Iranian
revolution, this awakening is comprehe-
nsive — itis not just about individual piety:
it is not jusy intellectual and cultural, nor
is it just political. It is all of these, a
comprehensive reconstruction of society
from top to bottom.

This widespread Islamic revival has
been given impetus by the vacuum left by
a bankrupt nationalism, especially Arab
nationalism, and African socialism. The
post-colonial nationalist regimes had no
agenda but to throw out the impenalists.
Once they achieved their goal, they had
nothing to offer the people. Then they
tumed to socialism as an alternative to the
imperial West. Now, like everyone else,
the Islamic world is disillusioned with so-
cialism.

The lslamic awakening began to build
in South Asia and the Arab world, as well
as in Iran, in the 1950s — participating
in some governments in the 1970s. Pe-
rhaps due to the limitations of language
and access to the sources of Islamic law,
the expansion of Islamic consciousness
came somewhat late to North Africa and
then south of the Sahara. The Gulf war,
which brought foreigners into the vicinity
of our sacred religious centres in Saudi
Arabia, gave an enormous boost to the
movementin Morth Africa, notonly among
the general population butalso amongthe
elites.

The new andcritical aspect of the recent
Istamic awakening is that the elites in the
amy and government — the so-called
“modem"” sector— are themselves beco-
ming Islamicised.

This has already happened in Sudan
and is in the process of happening in
Algeria. In 1985, the Sudanese army led
by General Abdel Raman Siwar el-Dahab
intervened to stop Islamisation. But his
efforts led to an uprising by junior officers
who supperted Islamisation.

The form this Islamic awakening has
faken has depended on the nature of the

challenge from the West. In Iran, the
challenge was very sharp, so the Islamic
movement became obsessed with the
West. The US identified so closely with
the Shah's effat to introduce the
post-Christian-West lifestyle — mataria-
list, sexually licentious, highly emancipa-
led in terms of drinking alcohol — that
Ayatollah Khomeini and his followers be-
came fixated on confronting “the Great
Satan”,

In Malaysia, to take one contrasting
example, decolonisation came about ra-
ther gently. So the peaple there focused
less on the commeon enemy than on co-
mmon ideals. The awakening there has
thus been mare constructive than Iran's
revolutionary reaction.

Awakened Islam today provides people
with a sense of identity and a direction in
life, something shattered in Africa since
colonialism. In the African contextin parti-
cular, it offers a sense of common allegia-
nce,

Islam provides a focus for unity and a
minimum consensus in the face of the
regionalism and tribalism which have
been so devastatingly rampant in Africa.
The idea of the “nation” has offered no-
thing in this regard. Everyone knows that
African nations are only the legacy of
colenialist cartographers.

Moreover, the Islamic code of sharia
provides the people with higher laws and
values, which they obey out of belief and
not because they are enforced by gove-
mment.

Inthe wake of the collapse of materialist
totalitarianism in the Soviet Union and
Eastemn Europe, the West has talked
endlessly of the rebirth of "civil society”,
that sphere of activity beyond the reach
ofgovemment. Butonly whenthe Muslims
lost the shaifa as their binding law under
colonialism did they suffer the bitter expe-
rience of absolutist govemment.

Under shar'a no ruler could suppress
his own people. So the individual was
protected and society was autonomous.
People felt that the norms that govemed

the society were their norms because they
were God's laws.

The colonialists did away with that,
introducing a sense of alienation batween
people and government with their secular
laws divorced fromindigenous values and
intemal norms. That alienation remained
as the legacy of colonial rule. Evenifthere
were farmal elections, people just elected
their tribal relatives or vated for those who
would give them money. There was no
representation.

Finally, and fundamentally, neither na-
tionalism nor socialism could mahilise our
societies to develop. Religion can be the
most powerful Impetus for development
in social situations where profitand salary
incentives are insufficient.

When people are taught that agriculture
Is their jihad, their holy struggle, they will
go for it in eamest. ‘Be good to God and
develop agriculture’, That is the slogan
that is transforming Sudan from near-fa-
mine to self-sufficiency in food.

To the rich West that may sound stra-
nge. But what role did Puritanism play in
carving America out of the wildemess?
What role did the Protestant ethic play in
the development of the European econo-
mies? Religion is a motor of development.

Thase who fear (or seek?) confronta-
tion with the Islamic awakening point to
several areas of clashes with the West:
the rights of women, the rights of non-Mu-
slims, the penal code under shars and
the case of Hushdie.

Let me respond. First, on women. It is
true that a very powerful tradition develo-
ped in some Islamic countries that segre-
gated women from men and deprived
them of their rights of sharing equally and
fairly in socisty.

With the new revival of Islam. women
are gaining their rights because no one
can challenge the Quran in the name of
local custom or convention. In Sudan in
particular, the Islamic movement campai-
gned for giving women their political ights.
Now, women not only have equal educa-
tional chances but ara playing substantial
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roles in public life — some have gone to
parliament. Women returned to the mo-
sque as well.

On the rights of minorities, under shara
there is a guarantee for non-Muslims of
freedom of religion and cult. Private life,
including education and family, isimmune
from interference by Islamic state law.

Under such covenants in Islamic hi-
story, for example, alcohol was free to be
consumed in the Jewish or Christian qua-
rers.

The sharfa itself is not one standard
code observed worldwide in a monalithic
way. It is applied in a decenfralised way
according to varying local conditions. Di-
fferent Muslim communities have different
schools of law.

On lhe penal code, when Maj. Gen.
Gaafar Mohammed al-Nemeiry applied
the shara penal code in a makeshift
manner back in the 1980s as a political
gesture to demonstrate his Islamic co-
mmitment, it brought worldwide conde-

mnation of cruelty and abuse of human
rights. As a result, many in the West think
that, under the rule of sfar’a every act
of theft will result in such punishments as
the severing of hands or even execution.

Thatis not true. Over the pasttwo years
or so there have been only two such
sentences because, under properly admi-
nistered Islamic law, the degree of proof
required is very high.

The whaole idea is to associale severe
punishment with major theft as a deterrent
in order to morally educate the people.
Petty theft is punished no more severely
than in most of the world.

On Salman Rushdie in Sudan, he could
not be convicted of apostasy. Although
Islam is very universal in its implications.
It does accept territory as the basis of
jurisdiction. Thus, the jurisdiction of an
lslamic state does not extend beyond that
state. Those living abroad are not subject
to Islamic law but to international treaty
obligations between states.

Within Muslim states, it has been a
traditional view that public apostasy is
punishable by death, subject to trying to
persuade the perpetrator to change his
mind and recant. But, from the early days
of Islam, apostasy completely coincided
with treason, because waming societies
were based on religion and someone who
publicly abused his religion would objecti-
vely join the other party as a combatant.

Today in Sudan such intellectual apo-
stasy as Rushdie's is not.punishable by
death. It must involve aclive subversion
of the constitutional order.

The Islamic awakening has reached a
new stage. It is no longer interested in
confronting the West, in fighting with the
West. The West is not our precccupation.
We are concemed with the constructive
regeneration of our societies by mobilising
our souls and our minds, not fighting
“Great Satans”, Except when a policy is
directed against Islam, the Westis not the
enemy for us.

(Naw Ferspectives Cuareny)

DRUG PRICES

Third World,

U. Karunatilake

n a recent Mewspaper fealure a

medical administrator who appeared to
be saying things sweet and reasonable
about drug policies suddenly slipped up
with the phrase "Third World Generics™.
Insidiously implied was that Generic
Drugs made in the Third World Countrias
were third class! Here was the sorry spe-
ctacle of a creature who owed his educa-
tion, his job and his salary to the poor of
his country, deliberately devaluing the
rationals of the WHO policies for Third
World self-sufficiency in medicines.

Since the early 70's WHO had inlensi-
fied its efforts to bring effective Health
Care to poor populations mainly by bri-
nging Primary Health Care and Essential
Drugs, within reach of Third World Bu-
dgets. In this effort WHO was fortunate
at the time to be able to enlist the dedica-
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ted assistance of Health Workers Wo-
ridwide who had committed themselves
to the Social Welfare ideals of the UN
Charter.

In Lanka this effort was spearheaded
by Prof. Bibile and his team who under
WHO auspices set up a procedure for
drug rationalization that soon became
standard for most poor countries. WHO
had identified these countries as those
grappling with health problems created
not just by poverty but by the drug promo-
tional activitives of Multinationls who had
aggravated these problems.

Drug rationalization was made easy lo
some extent by the Drug Regulatory acti-
vities of the Governments of some indu-
sirialized Countries which were also
engaged in curbing Multinational profitee-

ring, Monopoly Moves, and the promotion
of irrational use of drugs. Fortunately the
Health Administrators in the Industrial
World upto two decades ago were mainly
those of the Post War, Welfare States
interested in the well being of their people.
With Reaganomics and Thaltcherism
breaking out in the seventies Drug Regu-
lation In the Industrial World was given a
subtletwist that ensured once again the
dominance of the Mutinational Corps. Just
as Heaganomics and Thatherism got
under way with the use of wierd Victorian
Vocabularies so did the spill over of these
policies into the medical field also rely on
such Vocabulary. The catch phrases of
the Mew economics were.

1. Market Oriental growth for the
Health Sectar

2. Market Oriented innovation, inve-



stment, and returmn on Health Servi-
ces.

3. Market Oriented Research and De-
velopment
4, Abolition of Controls

5. Profitability of the Health Sector,
the pervasive motive for the pro-
gress.

This vocabulary of calch phrases took
the idea of profitable investmentin Human
Suffering from the Multinational Corpora-
tions to the Actual Health Services and
the new generation of Health Workers of
the '80's.

With this turn in the '80"s the Multinatic-
nal Corporations begain claiming that a
large percentage of their Budget was
innovation and research expenditure.

The ‘Besearch' consisted of picking up
leads from fundamental researh carried
out at Worldwide centres of excellance
and following up avenues thatgave promi-
se of quick returns. Unfortunately in the
Pharmaceutical Industry ‘quick returns’
are obfained from areas of wide spread
suffering like Aids, Anxiety States,
Asthma, Allergy, Cancer, Diabetes, Ga-
stritis, Hyperiension, Insomnia and Skin
Ailments.

The result is that research workers, in
research based industry keep driving {(or
being driven) round in the same profit
obsessed circles all the time.

Allthe losses inthe Multinational Corpo-
rations from. poor decision making,
outright comuption, inefficiency, bribery of
Govemments, and downright Corporate
ignorance get camouflaged in the area of
tax exempted Research expenditure,
Even if the mountain has laboured long
to bring out a product which does not sell
against the established drugs or which
cripples or maims its users the research
which was apparently unable to predict its
clinical failure or its ill effects gets tax
exemption.

Also tax exempted are all the so called
New Product Development Activities for
such dud products as well aslegal compe-
nsation paid out o victims of ill effects. The
Multinational Dividends paid out of all this
blunder, deceit, murder and maiming, is
of course like In the armaments industry

the cream of the share market.

Innocent of all this abuse of their intelle-
ctual endeavourthe realresearch workers
at international centers of excellence co-
ntinue to spew out fundamental informa-
tion which Is greedily pounced on by
Multinational R & D and shrewdly transfo-
rmed into their so-called intellectual Pro-

perty.

A depressing example of this process
is the application of the brilliant fundame-
ntal discoveries in molecular biology
which have swung vaccine production out
of the hands of Medical Research Fou-
ndations into the clutches of the MNC'’s.
The tragic side of the Joke here is that
masses in the developed and developing
countries who used to get immunization
at a nominal cost via the Research Intitu-
tions on both sidas of the erstwhile Iron
Curtain now find they have to pay fantasfic
prices for vaccines from Mullinalionals.
These Multinationals who cooly claim that
they pass a million or two out of their
ill-eamed profits to some Research Fou-
ndations, are actually being subsidisied by
the WHO on their tax lales of losses on
Research and Development. Worse still
some Research Foundations have even
abdicated the function of testing the bice-
ngineered vaccines. Adverse effecls, ar
may be fajlure of a vaccine is now often
established on a stalislical basis afler
mass administration in the Third World.
Even so the MNC involved takes over the
function of Judge and Jury and Repriever
as has happened in the case of fluaro-refi-
gerants, and leaded fuels and Transfo-
rmer Qils in other areas of Health and
Enviommental monitoring.

With a fraction of the subsidies paid out
({to keep these MNC's from putting up their
prices further) Govermments could have
set up a waorldwide net-work of appiled
blolechnology units, toresearch, produce,
test and monitor administration of, all the
vaccines the world needs at low cost.

WHO has already acheived costcontral
of Essential Drugs so that, except in La-
nka, the country of its conception the Drug
Rationalization process has:-

1. Created a massive viable Generic
Drug Industry in the Industrialized Cou-
ntries on which the American Federal

Drug Authority has after careful investiga-
tion and follow up delivered a verdict of
soundness, safety and cost effectivness
raling above the MNC's.

2. SetupaThird World Network of UN
sponsord Drug Factories in Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Pacific Region
which produces high quality generic drugs
to meet Goverment Tender reguirements
of these countries, as well as a vigorous
Export Market in each region.

Hence our Medical Administrator's beli-
tting and patronising cormment on Third
World Generics’ signals a new emerging
class of Third World Administrators nurtu-
red on the toll and suffering of Third World
Populations but ready to betray their peo-
ple for personal incentives offerad by the
MMNC's. Falling for private promotional
goodies is bad enough but getting even
partially brainwashed by the pseudo-scis-
ntific promotional claims of the MNC's is
a griveous insult to the Universities they
attended both at home and abroad.

In Lanka this MNC's Fifth Column of
administrators, professionals and some-
times (sad to say) Academics has from
the eighties systematically dismantled the
clean edifice concelved by Wickermasi-
nge and Bibile and built by Bibile and his
inspired team,

While in the country of its Conception
the mopping up operations of the Witch
Hunt against Drug Rationalization are
nearing completion and the last of these
who co-cperated in Biblle’s great adveniu-
re are in the sniper's sights, those inspired
by his ideas are sowing the seeds of
Scientific Welfarism from the Allantic to
the Pacific. May be even these workers
will be targeted by the MMC's because the
MNC Fifth Column apart from gaining
contral of Governments appears to be
infiltrating into several UN bodies like
UNIDO, WHO and UNCTAD. Infact, quite
a few of those administrators, in our own
Health Ministry who viclently opposed
implementation of the Bibile-Wickramasi-
nghe reforms compelling Bibile to go to
the Ministry of Industries for implementa-
tion have subsequently become sundry
WHO Officials around the World on the
basis of Bibile's reputation.

THIRD WORLD EEWARE!
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2077: CLARKE'S TALE

Think about it: killer comets are out there

Arthur C. Clarke

Af 0946 GMT on the morning of 11
Seplember, in the exceptionally beautitul
summer of the year 2077, most of the
infiabltants of Europe saw a dazzling fire-
ball appear in the eastern sky....

Moving at 50 kifometers & second, a
thousand tons of rock and metal impa-
cled on the plains of northern Raly, de-
slroying in & few flaming moments the
Izbor of centuries.

The cities of Padua and Verona were
wiped from ifie face of the Earth; and the
Izsf glories of Venice sank forever be-
nazth the ses as the walers of the Adriatic
came thundering landward after the ha-
mmer blow from space...

Affer the initial shock, mankind reacted
With a determination and a unfty that no
earlier age could have shown. Such a
disaster, if was realized, might not occur
again fora thousand years — but it might
occur 1omorrow. ... So Pegan Frofect
Spaceguard,

— "Rendezvous with Rama, " 1973

COLOMBO — Soon after the last fra-
gments of the comet Shoemaker-Levy 9
crashed into Jupiter last month, the monsoon
=5 above my home in Colombo cleared
momentanly and | hurried to set up my
1=-inch Celestron telescope.

I didn't really expect to see anything, so
‘ could hardly believe my eyes when | clearly
obsarved a line of dark bruises spread out
=cross the planet's southem hemisphere.

Some imaginative souls suggested that
5= comet might have a catastrophic impact
on.upiter, butits effect will be largely cosme-
5= And it will certainly have no effect on
Earth, despite the inevitable alammist wa-
=ings by religious fanatics,

But the spectacular collision between the
r=wly discovered comel with the solar
Sy=t=m's largest planet has brought sudden
s=w attention to a genuine threat: the chance
5=l & rogue comet or asteroid could strike
E=rh, with possibly devastating conseque-
rces.

As a result, the fictional “Project Space-
cuard” | described in my 1973 novel will now
Segn in reality if Congress approves an
=mendment to the 1994 NASA authorization
ol requesting the space agency to identify
=nd catalogue within 10 years “the orbital
characienistics of all comets and asteroids

i author of "8001: A Space Odyssay, " inve-
misd tha communicalions salelits.

greaterthan one kilometerin diameter in orbit
around the Sun that cross the orbit of the
Earth."

Though this amendment was prompted by
the Shoemaker-Levy comet, it is really the
result of an “Intemational Near-Earth-Chject
Detection Waorkshop” organized by the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
in 1982, With a nod to “Rendezvous with
Hama," the official report of this warkship
was entiled the Spaceguard Survey.

| wonder what Thomas Jefferson would
have thought of these developments, in view
of his famous remark on hearing of a meteori-
te landing in New England: “I'd rather believe
that two Yankee professors lied than that
stones fell from the sky.”

Certainly no one could have imagined how
quickly and how dramatically a cosmic event
so apparently removed from everyday affairs
would become prime-time news,

In view of the number of collisions in this
century alone — most notably, a comet or
asteroid that exploded in 1908 in Siberia with
the force of 20 hydrogen bombs — there is
a very good case for a global survey of the
possible danger, particularly as the shared
cost among nations would be negligible co-
mpared with most national defense budgets.

(Historians might also be advised o unde-
rtake some surveying. Justas the numerous
meteor-impact cralers on Earh were never
found unlil we staded looking for them, so
there may have been disastersin histary that
have been misinterpreted. Sodom and Go-
morrah have a good claim to be metearite
casuallies. How many others are thera?)

Many people would probably prefer not to
know of impending cosmic doom, if nathing
could be done to avert it. Yet given sufficient
waming time — which we hope Spacequard
would provide — we should be able to deve-
lop the technology necessary to ward off, or
even destroy, such intruders from outer spa-
ce.

There are at least three ways in which
oncoming asteroids, or their cometary cou-
sins, might be deflected. The firstis the brute
force approach: nuke the beast. A suffi cienlly
large bomb — probably in the gigaton class,
or the equivalent of about a billion tons of
high explosive — could split an intruder into
many fragments.

This would not necessarily be a good
thing, because some of the pieces might still
be heading straight toward us. The atmo-

sphere, however, would bum up most of the
smaller fragments, and at least instead of
massive devastation in one area there might
be minimal damage spread over numeraus
sites. Needless to say, such a presmptive
strike is advocated by enthusiastic and cume-
nily under-employed bomb designers.

Ferhiaps a better solution is one | adopted
in another novel, " The Hammer of God]" in
which a potential killer asteroid is detected
a year before it will collide with Earth, giving
astronauts barely enough time to make a
rendezvous and deflect it into a harmless
orbit by mounting rocket thrusters on its
surface.

Given enough waming time — at least
several years — this could be done with vary
modest amounts of power. An initial defle-
ction of only a few centimeters, at the begi-
nning of a multimillion-kilometer joumney,
could ensure that the astercid steered well
clear of us,

Although the orbit of a salid body like an
asteroid can be calculated centuries in adva-
nce (once the object has been discovered)
the rocket-thruster solution might not work
50 well with comels. These flying icebergs
warm up as they approach the sun and begin
to vent gas. The resulting “jet propulsion”
makes their fulure position uncerain, so if
we ever have to deflect an oncoming comet,
we would have to allow a very significant
safety margin,

An even more elegant solution has been
proposed by scientists at NASA and else-
where: “solar sailing.” The plan would be to
attach a huge lightweight mirrar of metal foil
tothe comet or asteroid, capturing the minute
but continuous pressure exerted by sunlight.
Unfortunately, the acceleration produced by
this feeble pressure would be so minimal that
years, even decades, of warning time might
be required,

All these solutions would require a vast
investment in new technology. But people
who say “Why waste money on space?
should remember the dinosaurs, whose exti-
nction it is now widely believed was caused
— or at least accelerated — by the impact
of a giant meteorite around €5 million years
ago.

And NASA's increased commitment to
identifying threatening bodies in space could
have another benefit: It could give new inspi-
ration to America's falgging space program,
and restore sorme of the lost magic of the
Age of Apallo,

— The New York Timeas
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BOOKS

EXTERNAL COMPULSIONS OF SOUTH ASIAN POLITICS. Edited by Shelfton U. Kodikara. Sage Publications, M-32
Greater Kailash Market-1, NEW DELHI-100 048. 19393. Rs 325. pp352.

A semblance of South Asian politics

Punyapriya Dasgupta

This is another seminar related book.
Some of the articles included in the volu-
me were written for a seminar in early
1989 at the University of Colombo. Others
are reprints of papers published elsewhe-
re, & couple of ariicles were written by the
editor of the book, Shelton Kedikara, a
Calombo academic, to give the publica-
tion a semblance of comprehensivenass.

The Ford Foundation found the outco-
me of such an exercise mertorious
enough to ba encouraged with agrantand
the result is, as the blurb says, a publica-
tion that “will interest students of South
Asian politics and international relations™.

The book retains in its title the theme
of the seminar: External Compulsions of
South Asian Politics. Its purported aim is
to explain how the international system
has influenced the regional subsystem of
South Asia and why the South Asians
themselves invite extenal powers to
come and play some role in the scene.

The paris played by the United States,
the erstwhile Soviet Union and o some
extent by China are dwelt upon. And
since, by the time the publication of this
book had beenarranged, the Gulfwarwas
fought, it was thought necessary o have
a chapter on the impact of this important
event next door, on the South Asian peo-
ples. The task of writing this piece fell to
Prof K.R. Singh of Jawaharal Nehru Uni-
versity.

Of the thirteen professors and resea-
rchers contributing to this book, four from
Sri Lanka make the largest national group
— understandably, because the seminar
was held in Colombo. Of the others, three
are from India, two from Pakizstan and one
each from Mepal, Bangladesh and USA.
All of them do not write about the external
compulsions of South Asian states.

The longest essay, of 35 pages, by
Shaukat Hassan of Dhaka University is
devoted entirely to the ethnic issues that
have provoked guestions an internal sta-
bility in South Asia. After a survey of the
problems of the Chakmas in Bangladash,
ofthe Sikhs and the Assamese (butsurpri-
singly, not of the Kashmiris) in India, of
the Pathans, Sindhis and Baluchis in Paki-
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stan and of the Tamils in SriLanka, Shau-
kat Hassan lists the reasons for the rise
of the ethnic challenges to the socalled
nation-states In the subcontinent.

In South Asia the nuling elites’ ideas of
national integration proved faulty because
they sought to repress or even eliminate
the salience of cultural and linguistic dive-
rsity within a polity.

Jinnah’s rejection of Bengali as a natio-
nal language of Pakistan, although it was
spoken by the majority of the people, was
the beginning of the process that ended
with the creation of Bangladesh. The Si-
nhalese rejection of Tamil threw the island
of Sri Lanka into its still unfinished civil war.
The competition for scarce resources and
scarce economic opportunities aggrava-
tes ethnic tension. And when gove-
mments run by national parties fail to
remove ethnic grievances, sectarian poli-
tical parties rise and amplify ethnic de-
mands.

On the main topic of the boak, that is,
external compulsions in South Asia, the
principal thesis has been presented in
what has been described as the “core
chapter” of the boak contributed by Rasul
Ei?js of Quaidi Azam University in Islama-

ad.

Briefly, it is that internal conflicts in
South Asia have largely determined the
process of external interactions and also
that amity or enmity between of among
the global powers has influenced intra-
-South Asian relations only marginally at
the most.

This Pakistani professor admits that
India’s population resources and military
capability are far greater than the combi-
ned strength and resources of the rest of
the South Asian countries.

This structural imbalance would conti-
nue to remain a source of conflict within

-the region unless either India's primacy

is acknowiedged by word and deed by the
other South Asians or someone else —
most likely, Pakistan —acquires and pro-
jects a military capability big enough to
counterbalance India.

Fram this viewpoint the development of
nuclear weaposn by Pakistan can be
justified. Rias is aware at the same time
that although a nuclear parity may produ-
ce strategic stability, the “traditional r-
valry” between India and Pakistan is not
only unlikely to end but may even enlarge
the geographical area of competition.

Pervaiz Cheema's ‘Security in South
Asia: An Approach’is a reprint of a paper
first published is South Asia Joumal This
professor, also of Quaidi Azam University,
parades his govemment's propaganda on
Kashmir with some academic make-up.
He sees the “Kashmir Iintifada" as the
“universally acknowledged product of a
new generation of frustrated young Ka-
shrmiris rather than (a) manifestation of
Pakistani efforts".

He seems unaware of the fact that in
the orginal intifada in |sraeli-occupied
Gaza. Palestinian children fought with
stones and slings and not with the Kala-
shnikov rifles which their elders had used
in the sixties and the seventies. In Kashmir
Pakistan supplied the separatist militants
it had motivated and trained, with abu-
ndant Kalashnikovs and other weapons.

This Pakistani academic has many so-
lutions to Kashmir's problem, from which
he wants India and Pakistan to choose.
His preamble is that India should not insist
on treating Kashmir as integral to it when
Pakistan refuses to accept such a posi-
tion. He suggests partiion of Kashmir
along the river Chenub leaving very littlle
of tha State of Jammu & Kashmir to India.

Alternatively, he is for Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir to remain with Pakistan,
Jammu and Ladakh with India and the
Valley to be placed under UM trustaeship
for ten years after which a plebiscite
should decide whether this core of Ka-
shmir should join Pakistan or India or
become independent.

Cheema concedes that these solutions
may not be the only ones available. His
anxiety is that the Kashmir issue must be
setiled and only then will nuclear develo-
pment, domestic upheavals and outside
equalisers lose their potency.
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