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NEWS BACKGROUND

WAR AND/OR PEACE

'Men.ryh de Silva

“This writer has introduced the follo-
wing observation to the pre-polls deha-
te. The UNP has ruled for 17 years, Sri
Lankans vote at 18"

{LG August 1)

The generational factor and the climale
for change were the two points emphasi-
sed in our commentaries in the run-up to
the two crilical contests — parliamentary
and presidetial,

Since A. Premadasa won the Preside-
ntial election in 1988 and then led the UNP
atthe 1989 parliamentary polls, we did not
anticipate President Wijetunge's switch.
Whether Mr. Wijetunge would have ente-
red the fray if his party had fared well, at
a general election, remains anybody's
guess. But his unexpected move did
encourage much speculation.

As itis, the UNP did not do too badly
in the first contest. It did surmprisingly well
— 94 seals and 44% as against 105 and
49%. And then came the stunning LTTE
intervention. Here was an assassination
where the authars of the plot did not wish
to conceal their identity. There was a
message in the style and the timing of the
murderous act. It was a repeat performa-
nce of the drama that the LTTE had
conceived in April-May 1991 when it was
announced in the Indian press that Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi would be holding election
rallies in Tamilnadu, starting with Madras,
on 19. 5. 91. With the ruling party unable
to command a majority in the Lok Sabha
“there was a perceptible upswing in the
popularity of Shri Rajiv Gandhi”, and the
strong likelihood of his Congress party
assuming office in 1991,

Gandhi of course was the man who
forced the LTTE leadership to accept the
Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Accord he had
signed with President Jayawardene.

The LTTE leaders, Prabhakaran inclu-
ded, were held “hostage” mare or less,
locked up in a Delhi hotel, by the Indian
bureaucracy and its secret service.

Supremo Prabhakaran cannot be trea-
ted that way. He is a proud man.

KISSINGERIAN ROLE

Mr. Gamini Dissanayake had played a
Kissingerian role in that historic “Accord”
which brought some 40,000 Indian troops
as a Peace-keeping force to Sri Lanka.

Twa months before the November ele-
ctions, Mr, Gamini Dissanayake who had
been successfulin his take-over bid of Sr
Kotha, the UNP hgrs, was back in Madras
where he assured the Indain press, parti-
cularly the HINDU-FRONTLINE group,
that he was fairly sure that he waould win
the Presidential election,

The LTTE which keeps a close watch
on political developments in Colombo had
cause for concern. Taraki, the well-info-
rmed Sunday Island columnist, quoted a
passage from an LTTE journal which said
that Sinhalese “chauvinist forces" were
gathering in the South. Evidently these
anti-Tamil forces had launched a new
proselytising drive. This coming together,
the journal said, “is being secretly
encouraged by India. There cannot be
any doubt Gamini is an Indian lackey.

A suicide-bomber, a Tamil woman,
blew herself up — Gamini Dissanayake,
his fellow (anti-Premadasa) impeachment
platter Mr. Premachandra and Premada-
sa loyalist, Mr. Mallimaraaichi, and some
50 others were the immediate casualties.
{Mr. Ossie Abeygunasekera died in hospi-
tal last week).

Of course the LTTE has denied involve-
ment. But that is routine. Also part of the
routine is some comment in a pro-LTTE
joumal giving bio-data of the deceased
which makes it clear what the victim stood
for and why he deserved to diel

In 18 months, the UNP the island’s most
firmly established conservative party
which has govarned SrLankalongerthan
any of its rivals, seemed leaderiess. Insti-
nctively, the decision-makers and the
pressure-groups, seized on Gamini's wi-
dow, as the last hope, Srima Dissanayake
was a profesional, a first rate company
lawyer who had been secretary to the

multinational giant Unilevers In Colombao,
Her academic record was excellent. But
SRIMA was no Sirima Bandaranaike, and
certainly not a Chandrika, Vijaya Kumara-
tunga's widow, and the daughter of two
prime ministers.

It was a desperate move, a long shot,
a gamblar's response. It didn't work. The
UMNF has never seen its national percenta-
ge drop so low.

MINORITY VOTES

In her address to the nalion, the newly
elected President Kumaratunga said:

"Their vole is in essence, and above
all else, a vole for change”. She then
speaks of the “diversity” of the “far-rea-

ching" changesthevoterwouldliketo see.
L
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While Chandrika charisma is the subje-
clive factor, the nature of the change
which the electorate would like to see, is
the next question. The President belisves
that an end to violence is what the voter
desires most of all. She speaks of State
terrar and political violence, placing the
emphasis on violence in the Sinhala
south, not the “war" in the north.

Of the lalter, she says: “The ravages
of war in the Northern part of our cou-
ntry have Inflicted an enormous toll in
terms of loss of life and resources™.

Inthe present context, emphasis should
be placed on "resources”. “We spend a
millon dollars a day and the cost is rising”,
Just the other day, the new PA adminis-
tration tabled 19 supplementary estimates
that totalled 13 killion rupees. The largest
was for Defence, 5.3 billion ar over 100
million dollars. More will be spent on an
increased allowance for Home Guards
{Rs. 55 to Rs. 85) and on soldiers in
operational areas — 10/- per day rise. It
is not just ‘the peace constituency’ in the
South that voted for the PA president but
the voters in the predominanily Tamil
areas. (See table) In some eleclorates,
the UNP vole was zero — KKS, and

Manipay.

TAMIL VOTE
JAFFNA

Kayts

P.A. 14,701

UNP B3
Udupiddy

P.A. 24

UNP 2
Kankesanturai

P.A. 116

UMNP 0
Vadukodai

P.A. 539

UNF 6
Manipay

P.A. 18

LUNFP 0
Batticoloa

P.A. 59,814

UNP g812
Padiruppu

P.A. 40,489

UNP 631

This could not have happened befora.
It was a knee-jerk response to a virulantly
Sinhala “line", the last desperale bid of
the top advisers to candidate Srima. So,
the voters of the north and the east desire
peace, But it takes two lo make peace.
What of the LTTE? It cannot be too plea-
sed with the result. The President's inau-
gural address made it clear that like any
politician her first thought is NOT fo alie-
nate the majority that voted for her. The
inaugural address would have been exa-
mined carefully by the LTTE, which of
course has also to be mindful of Tamil
apinionfrends. The LTTE would have also
noted the new regime has requested
Indian, rather than American, help for
VVIP security.

Mow that sheisin office she must satisfy

the moderate Tamils but the moderate
Tamil will be looking over the shoulder at
the LTTE before he agrees to any terms
offered by the PA. Let's not forget that the
LTTE eliminated more "moderate” Tamils
than Sinhalese politicians.

President Chandrika has to walk a tight
rope on the Tamil insurgency (Sinhala
apinion, moderate Tamils and LTTE) and
on the economy (defence and social we-
lfare, the "human face” to structural adju-
stment). Its a pretiy tight rope. Bul she has
courage.

The LTTE has declared a unilateral
ceasefire for a week — but the Defence
ministry has not confirmed it. The LTTE
may want to salisfy moderate Tamils, and
intermational opinion,

V.O.A.vs P.A.?

The main story of the September 1993
issue of this journal was introduced on the
cover as PAX AMERICANA VS, ROME.
The VOA issue became a point of friction,
provoking a war — of words between the
US Embassy and the Catholic Church,
assisted by many NGO's, paricularly
those concemed with enviranmental pro-
blems. The Kandalama haotel project had
seen environmental groups backed by the
Sangha, including the Nayake Thero of
the main temple in the area.

And now, this is could be a ticklish
diplomalic problem for the P.A. admini-
stration. The US is likely to "put diplomatic
pressure” on President Kumaratunga's
govemment, said a frontpage story in the
Sunday Times. Work was suspended
after the Police killed a demonstrator last
September. “There were fears that Wa-
shington might link Sri Lanka's response
onthe VOA issue with other matters such
as aid, trade, and investment. Foreign
minister Herat has said — the people of
this area will not be displaced nar their

fishing restricted. Mo hatel, no airstrip, no
environmental hazards, no displacement
of residents, no ban on fishing” (Daily
MNews 23/7/93).

Aggravaling the issue was an incident
that took place at the US Embassy a faw
days ago, said the ST {13/11/84). It is
alleged that some members of a dele-
gation which went there to hand over
a petition were abused by a US diplo-
mat who met the delegation. DPL sou-
rces said that the Kumaratunge gove-
rnment, aware of the need for US aid,
but also obliged to carry out promises
given at Chilaw election meetings, to
scrap the VOA project, has soughttime
from the US authorities to allow resu-
mption of work..."”

Il probably be Ambassador Jayantha
Chanapala's first job when he moves into
our Embassy in Washington. From a
press release | received just last month
the Colombo project Is just one ina chain
— Bangkok, Sao Tome, Morocco, etc.



POLLS: INDIAN VIEW

Another Shattering Blow

P. Jayaram

Violence is no stranger to the
people of Sri Lanka. But it seems to
be stalking the nation's politicians with a
verigeance. Less than two years after a
President met with a violent death, a
suicide bomb aftack at a Colombo election
rally on the night of October 23 wrote yet
another chapterin blood, killing opposition
leader and presidential candidate Gamini
Dissanayake, and wiping out almost the
entire leadership of the United National
Farty (UNP). The Chandrika Kumaratu-
nga Government reacted by breaking off
talks with Tamil rebels, but not before
incurring considerable loss of face. “The
magnitude of the crisis was such, we
decided not to proceed to Jafina. The
whole mood had changed,” said Lionel
Fernando, a member of the Gavernement
delegation. Peace in Sr Lanka proved
elusive yet again.

Moving quickly to cash in on the
sympathy factor, the UNP's working co-
mmittee fielded the slain leader's widow
Srima Dissanayake as ils new candidate
for the Movember 9 presidential election,
and dashed Prime Minister Kumaratu-
nga's hopes of a cakewalk to the presi-
dency. With the assassination filling the
public with anger, and skepticism about
Kumaratunga's peace initiative growing,
the outcome of the presidential election
seems all but certain.

The two widows pitted against each
ather symbolise between them the cruel
fate of Sri Lanka politics. In a span of |usl
18 months, Dissanayake became the third
top political leader to be assassinated in
Colombo. President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa was killed by suspected LTTE suici-
de bombers while leading May Day rally
of the UNPF in 1993, less than two weeks
after prominent Opposition leader and
former minister Lalith Athulathmudali was
shot dead at an election rally. In 1991,
State Minister for Defence Ranjan Wijera-
ine was killed in a car-bomb explosion

balieved to have been engineered by the
LTTE. Says Liberal Party leader Chanaka
Amaratunga: "This violence is undermi-
ning people's confidence in the democra-
tic process and the security it offers.”

Arnong the dead leaders, Dissanayake
was the one viewed most as a friend of
India for his role in the drafting of the July
1987 Indo-5ri Lanka accord, and the indu-
ction of Indian troops into the island. And
he had no illusions about his personal
safety. The military intelligence, he had
said, had warnad him that he topped the
LTTE's hit list. Dissanayake had also
complained that the Government was not
providing enough vehicles for his security
escort.

For Kumaratunga personally, the assa-
ssination of Dissanayake, who was her
main rival in the coming presidential poll,
could not have come at a worse time. Only
a few days earlier, she had castigated the
army high command for trying to act as
a"governmentuntothemselves” and cha-
rged them with attermpting to sabotage the
peace process initiated by her. In an
interview with the BBC, she said that tha
army had “reigned supreme” far the past
11 years. "Wa will not permit them to do
what they think is right,” she said.

Mow, analysts say the army would be
spitting an her face if suspicions of LTTE
invalvement in the killing of Dissanayake
are proved true. The explosion that killed
him and mare than 50 others was set off
by a suicide bomber, a trademark LTTE
tactic. There was speculation, neverthe-
less, that it was the bandiwork of the
anti-Dissanayake faction in the UNF,
headed by former prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, or of the ruling People’s
Alliance (PA), jittery over Dissanayake’s
popularity.

The LTTE denied any involvement in
the assassination, but nobody was surpri-

The writer is a Colombo-based Indian Correspondant

sed. “They never admit anything,” says
a senior leader of the moderate Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF), whase
leader, A. Amirthalingam, and MP, V.
Yogeswaran, were killed by LTTE hit men
in 1989.

But if the Tigers indeed had carried out
the killing, the liming left a lot of questions
unanswered. The assassination came
hours before a four-member government
delegation was to leave for the northern
Jaffna town for the second round of peace
talks with the rebels. A week earlier, the
firstround had ended on a highly optimistic
note, What could the Tigers, then, stand
to gain from such a brutal act?

“¥You'd be foolish to look for a rationale
inwhat the LTTE does,” says Democratic
FPeopla's Liberation Front leader and MP
Dharmalingam Sithadthan. Their basic
aim, according to him, seems lo be to
weaken the Sinhala leadership. Many Sri
Lankans — not just the Sinhalese in the
sauth but Tamils and Muslims of the strile-
torn north-east aswell—believe the LTTE
isn't serious aboul the peace talks. Acco-
rding to them, the Killings are pard of a
long-term LTTE strategy of systematically
eliminating the Sinhala leadership, so that
they are ultimately granted the separate
slate of Eelam.

Last forinight's kiling of UNFP |eaders
notwithstanding, analysts say the party,
which has made comebacks in the past,
will survive and recover. In a compromise
formula thrashed out by the party leade-
rship, Wickremesinghe, who was tipped
to fill the presidential candidate's slat,
would succeed Gamini Dissanayake as
the opposition leader in Parliament, and
take overthe party's reins when President
D.B. Wijetunga lays down his office afler
the presidential election. For, right now
Dissayanake’s widow is the UNF's best
bet. “Srima Dissanayake s the best candi-
date under the circumstances.” said UNP



Vice Prasident Susil Moonesinghe rather
candidly. Mrs Dissanayake, 51, a lawyer
by profession, is no newcomer to politics,
being a member of the Central Provincial
Council.

Ironically, the November 9 election s
over an office which both the UNP and
PA say they want abolished. The PA had

Foreign Policy since Indepdendence.

VErsa.

him on,

of America. It is significant that his call fram this warld

My association with Shelton goes back to my sp

As a Visiting Lecturer in Sri Lankan Fareign Policy at the
of a Guru. Never did he miss out en a scheduled lecture,
BMICH, except when he was hospitalised for surgery. The
aspects of Fareign Palley, comprehensible to the novice,
or Sri Lanka: A Third World Perspective”
the Delhi University in 1991-92, Shelton st

As a member of the Council of Management of the BCIS since la
was there a negative response to a request for the exacting task
edition of the publication of the Proceedings of a Seminar, It was
publication, “ Difemmas of Inds-5rf Lanka Relations"
of International Relations at the Universily of Colamba, it had to be done, since to Shelton, Indo-Sri Lanka Belgtions were of
vital importance, whose correct course was dear to his heart.

vowed to abolish the President's office —
it carries sweeping executive powers —
once it came to power. After winhing the
parliamentary election, howaver, the party
said it would do so within six months of
Kumaratunga's winning the presidency.
Gamini Dissanayake was among those
who felt that if the PA won the presidential

Prof. Shelton Kodikara

Being an Internationalist of the first grade,

It was as Director of Studles at the Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies (BCIS) that | was able to cultivate a personal
relationship with Shelton. This gave me an opportunity of gelting to know and appreciate his fine intellect and human character
which all in all made up an individual who was of a higher plane by way of mental make-up, but who could easily reach down
to the level of students and the uninitiated.

All the qualities of a Guru of the finest tradition wers possessed by Shelton. Blessed with a sense of humour, patience and
a most persuasive lecture-delivery style, he was one whe could Infuse confidence in those who came under hig direction. | recall
how he calmed the fears of a group of postgraduates attending his class in Concepts in
that If they were confused it was a sure sign
highest academic standards from his student
living. This endowed him with a humanism in his personal relationships. For him the S

Shelton assumed the post of Executive Directar of the Regional Cenlra far Strategic Studies (ACSS) located in the BMICH in
1993. This provided him an opportunity of giving substance to man
His conlinuing dynamism was reflected in tha arganization of intern
ranging from “Refugees and Intarnal Security in South Asia” to
even more aclively involved In International Relations with
American University, Washington DC comment, Accumulal

Shelton’s demise is a pause in this process. But his Iife's wark will continue. For Shel
of many a young Sri Lankan an aspiring for the regional and global implications of Sri Lankan politics. This was the life achievement
of Shelton Kodikars, an academic wh ose thought and voice were consecrated ta the development of SrILankansasGlubal-thinking
cltizens, equipped to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century.

Bravo Shelton, for a life lived to the fullest]

Shelton Kodlkara's demise leaves a void which cannat be easily replaced. Not anly
is his loss irreparable in Sri Lanka, but it will also be feft in the South Asian Region and beyond especially In the United States
came just after he had attended an Asig Society Seminar in the USA.

ell in the Srl Lanka Overseas Service when he was Deputy High Commissioner
In Madras 1975-77. His clear and penetrative analysis of Tamil Nadu politics in particular and Indian politics In general were of

immense assistance to officers at the headquarters in understanding the interplay of Cenltre-State relations in India.

BCIS for a decade, Shelton exhibited the total dedication expecled
even though it entailed his having to motor from Peradeniya to the
masterly art of making the finer and sometimes not easily discernible
was Shelton's unique strength. With his basic textbook "' Foreign Policy
which he had the opportunity of revising when appointed First SAARC Professor of

eered many a BCIS Diplama Course student, through the vicissitudes of Sri Lanka's

that they were beginning to understand the sublect! Although he demanded the
s, he was extremely understanding of the problems and uncertainties of modern

abbath was made for man and not vice

te 1987, Shelton displayed a whole hearted commitment. Mever
of supervising a student’s Dissertation or the time-consuming
with enthusiasm that he tack on the editing of one such BCIS

- However much this came in the way of his other commitments, as Professor

¥ of his concepts for the growth of South Asian regionalism.
ational Seminars on a regular basis on most relevant subjects
"Diplomacy and Domestic Polilics in Sauth Asia", Shellon became
the progression of years. So did Professaor John Richardson at the
ed experience made complex issues more com prehensible and spurred

ton has aroused in the hearts and minds

election, it would retain the office “with all
its glory”. Were his death to take his party
to victory. Sri Lanka would continue to
have a president from the UNP, and a
prime minister from the rival party. Given
the violently fractious and polarised nature
of Sri Lankan politics, this could only bring
a fresh spell of instability.

[LT]

International Relations by telling them

Ray Forbes
Director, BCIS




NATIONAL INTEGRATION

Peace feelers and the peace process

Shelton U. Kodikara

he most hopeful sign that ethnic

peace may at last dawn in Sri Lanka
is that both sides, the govermment as well
aslhe LTTE have been sending out peace
fealers to end the corrosive war which is
taking a daily toll of lives among Sinhala
soldiers and civilians as well as Tamil
militants and civilians. If thereis any broad
agreement among Sinhalese and Tamils
about the ethnic conflict, it is that it must
end soon. In Jafina, it is reported that
senior citizens are now coming out openly
and asking the LTTE to lay down its arms
and enier the peace process. When a
delegation of Cathaolic dignitaries visited
Jaftna at the end of March (19392), they
came away with the strong impression
that the people in the North had “a pro-
found and authentic yvearning for peace
with dignity andjustice”, and that a political
solution of the ethnic problem “which doas
not necessarily reject tha idea of aunitary
stale”, that is, presumably, within the pa-
rameters of a united 3ri Lanka, was nego-
tiable. This must be taken to mean that
from the Tamil side “Eelam and na less"
as the minimum demand has been given
up for a solution “which meets the just
aspirations of the Tamil people”. The term
"ynitary” in the language of Palitical Scie-
nce, however, is juxtaposed to “federal”;
and if the message intended to be conve-
yed through the Catholic dignitaries
implied acceptance of a unitary political
siructure, that is, & structure in which the
central Parliament would be the supreme
law-making body in the state and in which
the provinces or regions enjoyed no entre-
nched powers beyond legislative powers
devolved on them, and executive authori-
ty on issues such as land and law and
order is divided between centre and peri-
phery according to already accepted
norms, then we are closer to resolving a
guestion which has frequently come up
in the ethnic debate, namely, whether
federalism is not more suited to the
present-day situation in Sri Lanka than the
present supposedly unitary structure.

| have always regarded this question to
be one which is very largely academic,
because more imporiant than the unila-
ry/federal nomenclature is the disposition
of power between centre and periphery.
ltean be argued that the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution has already introduced
elements of federalism to our political
structure, There is nothing intrinsically
wrong with a federalist approach to our
palitical problems. It received a nagalive
reaction from the Sinhalese because of

{Faculty of Poltical Science, Unfversily of Colomba)

its early association with Tamil politics
under Chelvanayakam. But it always su-
ffered from the disadvantage that it amou-
rted to a question of power-sharing be-
tween two athnic groups with the larger
one been not interestad in federalism at
all. Moreover, federal politics are not ha-
ving the best of times these days the world
over. The Soviet Union has disintegrated,
so has the Yugoslavia that we knew. India
is faced with several separatist move-
ments all at once. We have come to the
stage when a unit constituting a federal
polity can declareits independence at any
time, and Sri Lanka already has the expe-
rience of aunilateral declaration ofindepe-
ndence of the Mortheast not so long ago.

Yet another hopeful sign for ethnic pea-
ceintheforeseeable futureisthatwe have
at long last a Parliamentary Select Co-
mmittee, with representatives of the major
palitical parties entrusted with the task of
devising a consensus solution to the
ethnic problem. Even though the Gove-
rmment Party, the UNP, and the main
Opposition Party, the SLFP, have not
submitted proposals to the Committee,
and the LTTE itself, under present circu-
mstances cannol appear before it, there
is reasan to believe that the major political
parties might go along with any package
that might come from the Committee. The
Acting Leader of the Opposition, Anura
Bandaranaike, hoped that the Select Co-
mmittee would work out an acceptable
political package, because “this was the
last chance” for a paolitical solution, and
he sald that one of the objectives of the
opposition parties Pada Yatra undertaken
from Colombo to Kataragama was to
focus the attention of the people on the
futility of continuing the Mortheast war
(Daily News, 13 March 1992},

Obstacles to a Peaceful Solution

If this is, indeed, the "last chance" for
a political solution of the ethnic problem,
one might ask: what are the current obsta-
cles to a peacelul solution of it? To my
mind, there are several obstacles which
nead to be removed before one can think
of a political solution at all. One is thal
prevailing misperceptions amongst Si-
nhalese as well as Tamils as regards their
attitudes and intentions towards each
other must be removed. The Sinhalese
cannot help their majority status in the
country; they must not be made to fesl
that they are being reduced to a minority
stalus in parts of the country designated
as traditional Tamil homelands. Without

gaing inlo the historical validity of claims
of particular ethnic groups to particular
areas of the country, it would be most
conducive to peace to regard the whole
of Sri Lanka as a territory to which every
ethnic group has an equal claim, in lerms
of freedom of travel, freedom of residence,
and freedom to carry ocut one's avocations
without fear and favour. Terms such as
“colonisation” and “decolonisation™ are
emaotive terms which do not help in crea-
ting the proper atmosphere necessary for
removing misperceptions. We must take
account of present realities, not conce-
ntrate on what is perceived as wrongs
perpetrated by history. Otherwise, we get
embroiled in questions such as “Whose
history is right?", and "How far back in
history shall we go?". One of the encoura-
ging signs in the report of the Catholic
dignitaries was that they ware made awa-
ra of the need for greater people-la-people
cantact between the ethnic communitias
than obtained at present. The fallowing
concrele suggestions were, in fact, made
to them in this regard:

1. As the lack of communication be-
tween the North and South creates
prejudices and paves the way for
further alienation, a people-to-people
dialogue through goodwill visits be
pursued.

2. That multi-religious groups make
visits to the people North in order to
bring about greater understanding of
one another's positions and apprehe-
nsions.

3. Create confidence-building measu-
res, such as further easing of the
shortage of food, medicines, elc. in
the North with a view lobringing about
the right climate for a cessation of
hostilities and the negotiation of a
political solution.

These canditionalities are not hard to
bring about; they are easily arranged.
They were, in fact, long overdua. To crea-
te a climate of opinion such as this, it is
also very necessary that the Tamil people
throughout the length and breadth of Sri
Lanka must not have the conviction that
they are continually discriminated against,
that the majoritarian principle implies that
they are in a permanent minority in the
country politically, without any real say in
the conduct of its affairs. There are institu-
tional means by which such a feeling of
discrimination can be dispelled. Oneisthe
creation of a Second Chamber; another
iz a reversion to the Executive Committee



systern of the Donoughmare Constitution,
which has already been proposed by one
of 5ri Lanka's eminent jurists. Other devi-
ces can be thought of. The important thing
iz to realise that Sinhalese, Tamils, as well
as Muslims are engaged in a common
political endeavour, namely to raise the
living standards of all sections of the peo-
ple, At a time when even Tamils are
ranged against Tamils and Muslims, as
well as against Sinhalese, and when India
itself is taking a decidedly unfriendly
stance against Sri Lankan Tamils, it beco-
mes all the more necessary that the ethnic
groups in Sri Lanka itself must begin to
trust each other and learn to live with each
other.

The biggest obstacle to a peaceful solu-
tion of Sri Lanka's ethnic problem is the
issue of the merger of the Merthern and
Eastern Provinces. Devised as a transitio-
nal arrangement ta be confirmed or reje-
cted on the basis of a referendum to be
held in the Eastern Province, the merger
has become the biggest bone of conte-
ntion between the Sinhalese and Tamils,
Since the projected referendum has now
been posiponed six times, ground condi-
tions in the Eastern Province not being
conducive so far for its hoiding, and since
all Tamil political groups and parties are
inflexible in their stand that continuance
of the merger is an essential prerequisite
for a political solution, the biggest task of
statesmanship now is to find a cornpromi-
se which meels also with Sinhala co-
ncems that perpetuation of the merger is
tantamount to reserving two-fifths of the
country and three-fifihs of its coastline to
Tamils {or to Tamils and Muslims), with
Sinhalese marginalised in this area as a
minority with, at best, “minority safe-
guards”, according to the Thondaman
propasals. Perpetuation of the marger of
the Morthern and Eastern Provinces is not
likely to be an abiding palitical solution of
the national question. Not only are the
Sinhalese opposed to it, even a segment
of the Muslims of the Eastern Province is
opposedto merger, although Mr. Ashraff's
SLMC would go along with it provided
there is a Zonal Council within the No-
rtheast Province to look after the interests
of Muslims. The views of the Tamil people
of the Eastern Province on the issue of
the merger are not yet known. All Tamil
political groups and parties, however,
regard the marger as a sine qua non of
any political solution of the Northeast pro-
blem. Quite apart from the fact that the
views of the Muslims and the Sinhalese
of the Eastern Province must also be
ascertained befare any decision about its
future stalus is finally taken, the argument
far the merger, that it demarcates a Tamil
homeland, where Tamils can live in peace
and securily, has lost much of its force due
to the increasing number of Tamils who
are migrating from the North to the South,
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and due to the fact that the Eastern Provi-
nce has become a battleground of Tamils
against Tamils as well as Muslims and Sri
Lankan security forces.

Proposals of the Bhikku Delegation

In this context, the proposal of the Bu-
ddhist Bhikku delegation visiting Jaffna for
talks with the LTTE meril careful conside-
ration. The delegation has proposed that
the merger be allowed to continue for a
further three years but that it then be
subjected to a referendum. The proposed
refergndum to decide the issue of the
merger has now been postponed sixtimes
as stated above, and the ground condi-
tions for it to be held do not still exist. It
seems necessary that an islandwide po-
pulation census be taken before such a
referendumis held. The three-yearinterim
period will enable the government to deci-
de upon the feasibility of the further sugge-
stion made by the Bhikku delegation that
power be devolved at the level of the
Fradeshiya Sabha, which would have
powerto negotiate foreign loans and deci-
de on economicpriorities. The Pradeshiya
Sabha can be the bottom tier in a hiera-
rchical structure which could then send
delegates to the Provincial Council (top
tier) through a process of indirect elg-
clions. Indirect election ta Provincial Cou-
ncils may prove to be the way out of the
current impasse in which the holding of
peaceful and free elections on a province-
-wide scale might be impossible due 1o
the existence of armed groups or due to
electoral viclence amongst the ethnic
groups themselves.

The Bhikku delegation is reported to
have emphasized equal recognition for all
ethnic groups in the Island and greater
amity amongst them. This, again, points
to the necessity for freedom of travel for
all ethnic groups all over the Island. At
present, Tamils have freedom af trave|
throughout the country, but the same
cannol be said for the Sinhalese and
Muslims.

Given these priorities, the Constitution
can be amended in such a way that
elements of federalism are conceded fu-
rther without tampering with its essentjal
unitary nature. We need only fallow India's
example in this respect, The 13th Ame-
ndment ta the Constitution has already
introduced a federal element to it as re-
gards the division of legislative powers
between the Centre and the Provinces
{based largely on the Indian madel). Allo-
wing Pradeshiya Sabhas to negotiate fo-
reign loans and decide economic priorities
is adding anolther. The Thondaman pro-
posals advocate the abolition of the Co-
ncurrent List of powers of the Centre and
Pravinces. This does not sound objectio-
nable in principle, but much more thought
and care must be given to the allocation

of subjects between the Centre and Provi-
nces than has been done in these propo-
sals, For example, “territorial waters” is
assigned to the provincial list in the Tho-
ndaman proposals, an obvious mistake,
Another is the relegation of Trincomalee
as a provincial concern. This cannot ba.
Aparnt from being one of SriLanka's major
poris, Trincomales is also the headqua-
rters of its navy, and it has bacome the
subject of an international agreement with
India. “Archives” can be left to the care
of provinces, but there is such a thing as
“Mational Archives” which can only be in
the custody of the Centre,

We take it as a basic premise that any
attempt at a resolution of Sri Lanka's
national question, based on the restora-
tion of peace and normaley in the Island
must rest on a surrender of arms by all
militant groups operaling throughout the
country, and by a recognition by all the
cencemed parties that only the state and
its agencies retain the monopoly of the use
of force in the Island. In this context, state
means central government as well as
provincial government agencies now
vested with control of law and arder.

We are here talking about the situation
which must emerge as partofa negofiated
settlement of the national question of Sri
Lanka. Present day realities may, howe-
ver, preclude the laying down of arms by
the militant groups concerned during the
process of negotiations. Thesarealities
must be taken account of by the negatia-
ting parties, but the negotiating teams
must not come to the negatiating table with
amms or with armed guards. Si Lankan
security forces must provide protection for
all concerned in a carefully pre-selected
location.

The question of peacekeeping will arise
only if the negotiations are attended with
a degree of success, which requires moni-
toring of the peace settlement. If the me-
rger is to be continued for a further three-
year interim period, the guestion of moni-
loring the peace assumes imporiance.
With the increasing rale that the United
Nations is now taking as regards peace-
keeping the world over, a UM peacekee-
ping force to monitor the transition to
peace s one possibility. Anotheris a group
comprised of SAARC represantatives
from, say, Nepal and Bangladaszh,

The time seems now to be ripe 1o waork
lowards at least an interim solution of Sri
Lanka’'s national question. The Parliame-
ntary Select Committee must grasp the
apportunity which has presented itself,
and try to work out a formula which finds
maximum support from among the parties
principally involved in the conflict which
has been raging in Sri Lanka these many
years.



PRESIDENCY AND DELIVERY SYSTEM

Super-Secretaries, Effective Government et al —
some random thoughts

fler President Premadasa died and

President Wijetunge assumed office.
Mr. Wijetunge made a speech in which
he stated that there would no longer be
Super Secretaries.

It was a reference to the administrative
structure which existed during the Prema-
daza Prasidency. It is an undeniable fact
conceded by everyone today, that despite
all his shortcomings, President Premada-
sa maintained effective Govemment.
What this in fact meant was that policy was
quickly and efiectively translated inlo
action. President Premadasa, with years
of experience and a "hands on" style of
Govemment, knew that unless there was
direction, monitoring and control of policy,
the Public Service, being what it is, would
take a casual appreach to implementation
af palicy. He injected not only a sense of
purpose but also a sense of urgency. An
editorial writer who was one of his critics
stated, following his death.

“President Premadasa's ability to co-
nceptualise plans, defing the parame-
ters, mobilise the resources, organise
the manpower, and supervise the
implementalion of the minutest details
is a remariable feat”.

| mention all this only because with the
assassination of Premadasa, effective
management became a thing of the past.
This is also an undeniable fact.

In the circumstances it would be rale-
vant for us to examine what the structure
was. Did President Premadasa have
Super Secretaries for its own sake orwas
it to ensure effective Government? It
would be recalled (by all those who reme-
mber the good old days of the Public
Service) that the 5T was indeed a Super
Secretary, and the DST was Head of the
Public Service. There was no question
that even Ministers deferred to these
Super Administrators. It was not a matter
of vanity but it was for the sake of effective
government that President Premadasa
established his chain of command. After
the matter of remaining in power Prema-
dasa's prionty was Economic Develo-
pment. Palitical matters, (domeslic paliti-
cal matters of course), were important for
that was the bed on which he sought to

germinate and grow his economic progra-
mmes,

He controlled Mational development
programmes through the Presidential Se-
cretariat where he had Paskaralingam as
the Trouble Shooter cum Secrelary with
supervisory and oversight authority over
all other Development Secretaries. Pa-
skaralingam had established a network
from the Presidential Secretariat which
permeated all line — Ministries. This is an
ald technique, ane which was even ado-
pted by De Gaulle in France and cerdain
other successful Presidents, including
Reagan, who was nat only a successful
PR man, but was the most successful
President in recent years. His Chief of
Staff at the White House was able to
maonitor developments in all departments
of the US Government.

This would also make for executive
accountability in Government, whichis
more than desirable, the Government
should ensure that it creates an admi-
nistrative structure in the Prime Mini-
ster's office, which would be able to
monitor the work of the Ministries and
keep track of the implementation of
cabinet decisions. Since it would be the
responsibility of the Prime Minister to
account both in Parliament, and to the
people at the time of the elections, it is
imperative that the Prime Minister establi-
shes a Control Hoom (it would be recalled
that the late Dudley Senanayake establi-
shed one in 1968) from where economic
prograss could be menitored to enable the
Prime Minister to give proper direction and
have political control.

The Government has beenin office now
for two months and it is unfair to pass any
judgement on its perdormance over 60
days. For that matter, it would be unfair
to pass judgment over its performance
over the first 100 days because tha Presi-
dential Elections has diverted energies
and attention. However now is the time
to prepare for the establishment of proper
management structures in order to imple-
ment the policies of this Government.

With the economy taking precedence
aver all else other than the Northern pro-
blem — we must give consideration to

administrative reform in this area. Much
lip service is being paid to our intentian
to achieve NIC status by the turn of the
century. However hardly any thought has
gone into the matter of Institutional arra-
ngements which should underpin any
efforts towards achievement of such an
abjective,

Every strategy which is being formula-
ted by the Government towards the achie-
vament of NIC Status should include:

Sound Fiscal and Monetary policies;

Promotion of trade and the penetra-

tion of markets;

Pramaotion of investment;

Promation of tourism;

The obtaining of technology, and

Maximisation of efforts lowards the

procuremeant of Aid;

Review of Currency and Commaodity

Markeats;

Sound industrial relations policies;

Development of good infrastructure

including modern communication fa-

cilities;

10. Development of good management
material;

11. Upgrading of Standards to interna-
tional levels;

12. Quality Control.
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The aforementioned work could be
accomplished effectively only through
trained personnel. Our efforts today in
these fields could best be described as
pathetic.

1. Trade

We have loday a network of 25-30trade
officers attached to our Missions. They are
perhaps the only category of trained offi-
cers in our overseas establishments.
They are today essentially doing admini-
strative work related to trade and almost
nothing in the area of product promotion,
product development or marketing. Thay
just don't have the time for it.

As for the efforts of the Expart Develo-
pment Board, they merely scratch the
surface in relation to what they should be
doing. This is very evident when one
compares the efforts of countries such as
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Kores,
Indonesia, ta name a few. The compari-
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son is relevant and justified if we are to
take the statements of intent regarding
achieving NIC status by the tum of the
century, seriously. Trade Sections of all
Embassies world over are as big if not
bigger than the Political Sections. Trade
is the principal vehicle of Economic pro-
gress. It must be so with us too. The
Ministry of Trade must be a Central Mini-
stry or a key Ministry. The importance of
Commerce and Trade to the Mations well
being cannot be overemphasised. Co-
mmerce must be taught In school. We
must attract the major American Busi-
ness Schools to the Country. Offer
them Incentives to establish in Sri
Lanka and grant scholarships to as
many students as possible so that we
build human resources capable of ta-
king the country forward.

2. Forelgn Investment

If we are to promote forgign investment
into Sri Lanka (we are competing not anly
with developing countries, but also with
developed countries in this area), we
should make a serious effart by having
Investment Promotion Officers stationed
in farget countries with adequate resou-
rces to enable them 1o promote inve-
stment effectively.

We must promote investment niot only
in Manufacturing Industry, but also the
Senvices whete possibilities are greater
and far better, considering S Lanka's
circumstances.

There has been no indepth study of
the strategies followed by countries
such as Thailand, Malaysia and Singa-
pore. The Government should commi-
ssion a study by a team of qualified
cansultants, who should be required
to make recommendations on the stra-
tegies we need to follow including ide-
ntifying areas where investments
ought to be promoted,

Embassies are today expecled to pro-
mote investment without personnel or
funds for this purpose, leave alone dire-
clion. It is bath unrealistic and absurd
beyond words fo expect officers of the
Department of Commerce to be involved
in and responsible for investment promo-
tion, in addition ta their other functions.

The present Economic, Physical and
Social infrastructure has to be improved
and brought up tointernational standards.
The investment in a highway netwaork and
a fibre optic based communication ne-
twork are imperative. The reference to
Social infrastructure has been made advi-
sably. Mo important foreign company

8

could invest in a country unless their
Executives and their families could live in
a manner they are accustomed lo — with
minimum inconveniance.

3. Tourism

The promation of Tourism is not being
done in professional manner due to fina-
ncial constraints. In Europe, the Tourist
Board has one officer stationed in Fra-
nkiurt and ancther in Paris who are expe-
cled to cover the whole of Europe, but the
olficers work on shoe string budgets. Pro-
motion Is being done by travel agents. Air
Lanka's efforts in this area are marginal.
The principal complaint regarding the
promotion of tourism, is that SriLanka
is promoting the Low class — cheap
tourist from Europe — particularly
those who collect a little money and
travel on package tours or Charter
flights and spend little or no money in
the country — having prepaid for the
package tour — Mot the better class of
tourist. The Sex Tourist has also found Sri
Lanka an attractive destination. If we are
to atiract the better class of Tourist we
must discourage the Sex and Drugs Tou-
rist by compulsory long jall terms — unless
this is done we will not be able to attract
the better class of Tourist.

The quality of the product we are selling
also needs to be improved. Itis not enough
to depend on those ‘wonders' that sell
themselves such as Sigiriya, the beaches,
theancientcities andthe game reserves...

4. Technology

In regard to the matter of oblaining
relevant technology to support cur manu-
factures, oureffortsinthis area areinsigni-
ficant by their total absence. Most cou-
ntries, including India, make a serious
effart in this sectar.

5. Management Training and Skill
Development

The Government must attract reputed
Business Schoals from the West to esta-
blish in Sri Lanka. It is in our interest to
give them atiractive incentives, including
permanent tax holidays and also land and
where possible buildings. High quality
executives are vilal for the success of any
development programme,

6. Development Assistance

In the area of Development Assistance,
perhaps the Government is aware of the
increasing trend towards coordination of
Development Assistance by donor cou-
niries. Counltries in the Aid Consortium,
forinstance, discuss their bilateral assista-
nce pragrammes with the World Bank, the

Asian Development Bank, and the Eurg-
pean Community. The World Bank coordi-
nates the efforts of the aid consortium
countries. There is therefore a structured
approach.

On our side too there is a need for a
structural approach. In Sri Lanka, rela-
tions with the European Community and
being managed by the Department of
Commerce because in 1975, the Agree-
ment that was signed with the Commi-
ssion, was a Commercial Co-operation
Agreement. The situation has undergone
a sea change today with 'Commercial
Co-operation' having vanished as a co-
ncept from the EC Development Co-ope-
ration map. 'Commercial Co-operation’
forms a very small part of the Econamic
Co-operalion. The EC gives greater wei-
ghtage today to Development Co-opera-
tion and Scientific Co-operation. Conside-
ring this situation, it Is anachronistic for the
Departiment of Commerce to continue to
manage and implement the decisions of
the EC/Sri Lanka Joint Commission. This
must be done in our own interest, at a
much higher level ta be effective, particu-
larly now, because we have signed a new
far reaching, third generation agresment
with the EC.

This brings me to the matter of the
coordination of our External Economic
Relations. Whilst this is done in many
countries in a separate Ministry for Exte-
mal Economic Relations, in other cou-
niries, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
its own External Relations Division, which
would have sub-divisions covering Exte-
rnal Hesources (foreign aid), fareign tra-
de, scientific co-operation etc.

We had in the recent past in Sri Lanka
the Cabinet Sub-Committee on Economic
Affairs as an apex body. Decisions of this
Committee were transmitted to various
Departments and Ministries concemad for
implementation. It may be in our interest
to examine these arrangements which
seems somewhat loose, with a view fo
restructuring perhaps the Economic
Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign
Aftairs to enable it to function also as a
Secretariat of the Cabinet Sub-Committee
or to establish a separate Secretariat for
the Sub-Committee or to establish a sepa-
rate Ministry of External Economic Rela-
tions.

The new Government which is commi-
tted to restore Parliamentary Democracy
and Cabinet Government, would no doutat
go back to the British System of Gove-
rment and the system we had prior to
changes effected in '78.



Itwould be relevanttorecall the reasons
adduced by J.R. Jayawardena for establi-
ghing an Executive Presidency. His fore-
maost claim was that it was necessary for
effective Government.

Mo Economic Programme, or for that
matter even a Social Davelopmeant Pro-
gramme, can be effectively implemented
unless the government machinery is affe-
clive. For this purpose it is not only critical
to have a proper chain of command, but
also train personnel at all lavels. The
situation in Sri Lanka today in this regard
is to say the least, sub-standard.

Administrative Reforms

The new Government does not appear
o have done its homework whilst it was
in Opposition. For there was no mention
in the Manifesto of any reform of the
Administration. This is a matier which
must be givan the highest pricrity if the
Governmentis to implement effectively its
policies. There are taday, both in the ranks
of the present Public Service and among
those retired persons who have had expe-
rience in the Administration of Internatio-
nal Organisations, which had wider co-
nstituencies to cater 1o. The Prime Mini-
ster may consider appointing a Commi-
ssion from amang them whose mandate
should be to make suggestions for the
establishment of a new ‘development
administration’ taking account of the de-
-ceniralised situation consequent to the
devolution of power to the Provincial Cou-
ncils. Such a Commission could also
explore ways and means of attracting
the best talent to the Public Service,
aswas the case in the years before and
after independence. With no offence to
today’'s Public Service, the quality of
the men atthetop cannotbe compared
with those who held the same posi-
tions both before and immediately
after independence. There were many
reasons for this, one of which of course
is that the quality of university education
was fair superior. In India today the
emphasis is on university level education.
They are more concermned with quality
than quantity. There was atime when they
chumed sub-standard products, but they
are aware that as is in all ather fields, they
must produce quality products and in this
instance executives, to compete interna-
tionally.

Whilst the Government needs, on an
urgent basis to do stralegic planning and
decide on whatthey would like this country
to be ten years from now, the building
blocks should be put in place now. Pe-
rhaps the most important building block
in this exercise would be the quality of
education.

Whilst any responsible Government
should indulge in sirategic planning, all
political parties the world over, and gove-
rmments are required to think In terms of
immediate problams and solutions to
them. The Gevemment should address
these problems by amongst other ancou-
raging internationally reputed manage-
ment schoals to establish in Sri Lanka. As
mentioned earlier they could be given
aftractive incentives, including permanent
tax holidays to staff and other privileges.
Such institutes, once established, could
run crash courses lo upgrade quality of
managemant in all areas. Such schools

would altract Students/Exescutives fram
the Region if they be prestigious institu-
tions.

| do not wish in this article to discuss
any other issues. Itis intended to provoke
some urgent thinking on this vital issue
on gearing-up the administration in the
shortest possible time to be able to service
the Government. If this is not done on an
urgent basis, we would once again hear
the old cry of the politicians blaming the
bureaucracy for having failed to deliver the
goods to the people.

G.K.

The Scholar’s Tale (20)

Where was our Hero, the Scholar
As contermnporary horror vied horror
Was he re-coding his Programme
As events his Computer outran?

The axis for Acceleration

Already used in the Development Equation
Threw up multiple solutions

Not just on Imrigation and Power, bul Possessions

The Caliph thus eclipsed by the Vizier
Events went wildly Fast-Breeder

With the Vizier's vision rounding the corners
The Computer cut multidimensional Capers.

On dams that were safely Agri-purpose

The Vizier decreed stately pump-houses
Accelerating village land lubbers seairards

To be painlessly drowned in their hundreds.
But Foreign Experts on Failure and Commission
Found their percentage beiter than confession

Our ewwn Professionals hooleed on percentages
Were vague aboul Weeping Walls and Seepages
No matter, since their percentage Extraction
Only meant worlker devaluation

Driving the graphics of real wage deflation
Assymeirical to the curve of inflation

This led to the main Innovation

Of percentages for Alleviation.

So Alleviation became Anaesthetization
Of a fooled and defrauded Nation.

Then came matters transcending Economics
With baclkground notses drowing the Polemics
These were the new noises of History
Programmed on the Old Mahawamasa mystery

With the Cholans allegedly baliering the gates
The Programme selected both Pol-Fois as Mates.

U. Karunatilake




PARACETAMOL?

Under glamorously advertised brand names PARACETAMOL sells as a
popular Pain Killer.

IS PARACETAMOL ALSO A PLAIN KILLER?

There have been world wide reports of fatal and non fatal poisoning linked to severe
liver damage on repeated dosing with Paracetamol. Though the maximum recommended
dose is 20mg [ kilo of body weight or two 500mg tablets for a 50 kilo adulf this dose is
too high if repeated four hourly. To avoid serious liver damage the dosage should belimited
to 10mg/kilo body weight or one 500mg tablet only every 4 hours for a 50 kilo adult.

As for Childern above one year Paracetamol Paediatric Syrup has 120mg
Paracetamol per 5ml teaspoon. At the safe limit of 10mg/kilo of body weight
this means, for instance only half teaspoon for a six kilo child. Infants under
one year, should be given Paracetamol only on a doctor’s responsihility.

Your liver needs time to clear the poisonous breakdown products of Paracetamol which
bind to the liver cells. If dosage is repeated above the safety limit your liver tissue is
irreversibly damaged. Resulting malfunction of the liver means that poisonous compounds
even from normal body processes which are usually detoxified by the liver, continue to
circulate in the blood leading to serious damage at the point they are filtered out in the
urine - the Kidney. Hence liver damage means ultimate Kidney-failure related perhaps
to the current epidemic of Kidney failure which has become the basis of @ major Industry.

CAUTION!

A Market Economy functions on the growth of imaginary needs. An imagined need
for Medication can be dangerous.

When you are really ill, our range of Essential Drugs will reach you through
the Health Services.

M. S. J. INDUSTRIES (CEYLON) LIMITED
Factory and Laboratories
P.O. Box 430,
Colombo 15




" PART2

Norway as international peacemaker

Jan Egelands

t is time to develop new strategies

if we are going to have any chance of
reversing the trend of an ever increasing
number of refugees and displaced pe-
rsons.

First, we must include all displaced
persons and migrants in our quest far
short-term protection and long-term solu-
tions. | have felt an increasing need to
focus more attention on mass movements
of people not covered by the traditional
definition of reflugees in the Geneva Co-
nvention. In addition to the 20 million
ecognized refugees to day, there are an
q‘%@ghw number of internally displa-
ced peaple.

_'QE-'Eand, we should use the methods
we already have differently, or combine
them in new and unorthodox ways. We
should also realize that resettlement in
faraway countries will benefit only a de-
creasing minority of the global refugee
populations.

Third, there can be no long-term solu-
tions without a comprehensive package
af humanitarian, political and develo-
pment initiatives as presently undaraken
in the Middle East. The same should apply
lo our approach to ather wars fram the
Balkans o Angola.

Fourth, we must ensure that internatio-
nal action is taken to protect vulnerable
communities in repressive systems, Co-
mprehensive strategies to salequard the
human rights of those threatened by
aggression and brutality should be elabo-
rated. "Humanitarian intervention” by use
of force should be our last resort, when
all other diplomatic and humanitaran
options have been exhausted,

Fifth, we must have the necessary
organizational and malerial preparedness
in arder to be able lo provida humanitarian
assislance in time. Our capacity for early
warning has increased in recent years
due to enhanced cooperation between
networks of NGOs and the multilateral
organizations. But our capacity for early
intervention is inadequate. In Norway,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has taken
the initiative to create a Norwegian Eme-

The writer Is Norway's Siale Socrelary.
Y-

rgency Preparedness System (NO-
REPS). In cooperation with the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council, wa now provide he
UNHCR and other UM agencies with a
large number of experienced relief wo-
rkers within 48 hours, anywhere in the
world. We also provide ten categaries of
selected airbome relief items from
stand-by relief stocks in Norway and Afri-
ca in less than 24 hours. This system has
proven to be great value in emergency
situations when disasters strike far too
quickly for any one multilateral or non-go-
vernmenial organization to cope with
them alone,

Sixth, we should enhance the UN's
ability to make peace and prevent conflict.
Taoday, the peace-keeping forces aim at
assisting the implementation of agree-
ments between conflicling parties by both
military and civilian means. Their mandate
has been extended to include organizing
free and fair elactions, manitoring human
rights and police conduct, ensuring public
order, providing humanitarian assistance
and repatriating refugees.

We have proposed that the UN should
more actively send fact-finding missions
to areas af potential conflict,

Seventh, we mustfind a more powerful
siralegy to pratect and promote democra-
cy and goed governance. Through a
system of checks and balances, a partici-
patory democratic order can ensure that
na segment of society becomes omnipo-
tent. We can prevent conflict through assi-
sting democratic forces in poor countries
to build systems governed by the rule of
law. Our Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the MNorwegian Human Rights Institute
have established a resource bank of
expertise which provides personel and
funds for democracy-building projects in
dozens of countries and areas threatened
by authoritarian forces.

In August, a Nerwegian conflict-preve-
ntion delegation visited Burundi to evalua-
te how we can assist the UN and local
forces to help prevent Burundi from beco-
ming a new Rwanda. Today, some ten
projects have been established evolving
the twa main contending tribes, the Hutus
and the Tutsi.

Eighth, from our comerin narthwestern

Europe, we may easily overestimate the
effect of emergency assistance and unde-
rstimate the importance of rehabilitation
and lang term development, The initial
relief phase should always be followed by
international cooperation and support for
recanstruction. It is important to pravent
refugee camps from becoming shelters in
which refugees spend decades passively
waiting, And it is imperalive that the pove-
rty that has caused so many refugee
disasters should not be allowed to produ-
Ce new ones.

Ninth, we must also reaffirm our co-
mmitment to provide protection through
political asylum for those in need. The
concept of "Foriress Europe” against re-
fugees must never become a reality.

My tenth, and last suggestion Is that
the effarts of government the UN system,
other international agencies and non-go-
vernmental organizations should be be-
tter coordinated in order to enhance effi-
ciency and avoid duplication. Mon-gove-
rnmental organizations represent the
greatest potential far future effective hu-
manitarian action for those in greatest
need. Theiroperational capacily and rapid
mobilization of resources make them the
besttoals forimmediate international disa-
ster relief at the grass-root level. We are
actively lobbying the UN and ather gove-
raments to give NGO the same status in
their disasler preparadness as they have
in our Norwegian system,

Morwegian model

The close cooperation between volu-
ntary organizations, academic circles and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairsin humanita-
rian action and peace work has become
known as the "Norwegian model”. Long
before the creation of the Middle East
channel, we used this model to engage
in systematic efforts o achieve peace in
Guatemala, then in the throes of civil war.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, working
in close cooperation with Norwegian
Church Aid and the Lutheran World Fede-
ration, has taken steps tofacilitate a peace
process on two levels: firstly, peace nego-
tiations between the govemment and the
guerrilla movement, the URNG which
beganin Norway in March 1990 and have
continued with the UN as mediator. No-
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rway Is one of the six Friends of the Peace
Process designated by the two parties. In
June this year the parties signed two
peace agreements in Oslo: one regarding
the safe repatriation of tens of thousands
of refugees from Mexico and the other
establishing a "Commission of Truth” ra-
garding the more than one hundred thou-
sand political assassinations during the
reign of terror in Guatemala,

Secondly, the government and a nu-
mber of church organizations have bequn
4 process of reconciliation between the
government, the army, the guerrillas and
Indian and other grassroot organizations.
In April we provide funding for an ecumeri-
cal meeting between the military, human
rights groups and Nobel Peace laureate
Rigoberta Menchu and other Indian lea-
ders. In September, for the first time, the
gueriallas met with the military, and Indian
and other local NGO's in three-way nego-
ligtions in Oslo.

There have been other attempts to
fosler peace as well. The government of
Sudan and the armed opposition move-
ment, the SPLA, have metthrough various
Norwegian academic gatherings. Under
the auspices of the UN and EU mediator
for the former Yugoslavia, Thorvald Sto-
ltenberg and Lord Owen, the Serb and the
Croat side of the Krajina conflict met for
talks at a Norwegian mountain resort last
autumn, There has been further initiatives
and contacts elsewhere, which shall re-
main unofficial upen the request of the
parties.

The nature of each conflict is unigue
and any attempt at mediation or coneilia-
tion will by necessity be different from

other peace talks. Hard leamt experience
from the above-mentioned cases has
taught us that we should be careful in
trying to transplant lessons from one pea-
ce process to the direct benefit of others,

Still, there seem to be cerain comman
denominators for moderm wars and their
actors.

First, there is, for the impartial observer,
a surprising gap in the respective perce-
ptions of what is, in fact, the reality. Even
basic historic data or socio-ecanomic sta-
tistics may be highly controversial, in part
because information is systematically di-
storted or censored by at least one of the
parties,

Furthermore, it is often mare abvious
for the observer than for the parties that
peace is in their interest rather than conti-
nued conflict. In the Middle Eastthere was
a short "window of opportunity” when in
1992-93 for the first time both the lsraslis
and the PLO saw it in their interest to
compromise for the benefit of peace. In
most cases the other side is not ready if
their opponents are prepared to bargain.
Often, willingness to give concessions is
interpreted as weakness by foesand even
allies. The task of the mediator will be to
convince the leaderships that short-term
concessions in order to reach agraement
are small compared to the long-term be-
nefits of peace.

Finally, we tend to forget the dynamic
internal interplay of political forces on each
side of the conflict. Parallel to any negotia-
tions across the conflict lines, equally
difficult power struggles take place bet

ween hawks and doves at home. In the
Middle East, as well as in Central America
or an the Balkans reports from street
meetings or fighter reunions indicate that
the respeclive public opinions are often
much more hardline against giving conce-
ssions than their remote and jet-setling
negoliatiors.

Wilh less than one tenth of g percent
of the world's population MNorwegian mili-
lary, strategic or economic power will
always be marginal. Still, in certain areas
of international relations the small, cohe-
rent, affluent and activist nation may have
comparative advantages to that of the hig
power or intergovernmental organization.

In prometing peace, human rights and
democracy there are occasions when the
small country may make a difference,
because of, rather than in spite of, being
asmall country. We have brought together
conflict parties in the Middle East, Central
America, the Balkans and elsewhere. Not
because we in any way can force or
threaten the parties, but because the pa-
rties see it in their interest to use a trusted
facilitator to testthe chancesfara peaceful
setflemant of their conflict.

Our commitment does not stop here.
We have learntthat visions canbetransla-
ted into reality. Whether peace negotia-
tions organized by Norway will again be
successiul is an open question. Perhaps
only ane in ever hundred attempts will
succeed, Nonetheless, it will be worth the
effort. The slogan of the student revolution
of 1968 may be apprapriate:

Be a realist, attempt the impossible.

U.N. AND WAR (3)

Bush Fire Burnt Out

Horace Perera

hese institutions have been studied

in fair detail with a view to demaonstra-
ting that except for NATO, the other twa
had not the capacity for co-ordinating the
Western response. Apart from efforts at
brokering cease fire agreements, condu-
cling peace keeping operations and provi-
ding humanitarian aid they could, at the
time they accepted responsibility for so-
Iving the crisis, do liitle to discharge it. The
leaders with whom they were dealing,
pariicularly the Serbs, hardly showad any
desira to come to the negotiating table and
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when they did, they did so with hardly
intention of implementing any agreements
reached. The only language they unde-
rstood was force and brute force at that.
The one Supar Power that could have
shown them force, be it under Bush or
Clinton, lacked the courage and the wi-
sdom and dumped the problem on the lap
ofthe E.C. Even afterthe 25th. September
1981, when the Security Council seizad
respansibility this Super Power failed to
give the international community the effe-
ctive leadership which it alone could have

given. Even when the Council finally
authorized the use of force it was limited
lo the use of air power and restricted to
specific purposes such as protecting UN
personnel and ensuring the delivery of
humanitarian aid. Cansequently the war
for Bosnia-Herzegovina continued and
the second war for Croatia had still to be
fought unless it could be ended wilh pea-
cefulmeans which is, asthings stand, very
unlikely. Tha US, by its shameful act of
omission shares the guilt for the barbari-
ties, including the “ethnic cleansing” that



have been perpetrated by all parties, parti-
cularly the Bosnian Sarbs,

- - -

It must ba rememberad that the wars
in Yugoslavia broke out in June 1991
when Bush had still a year and half left
of his term of offica. It is a malter for
surprise that the person who gave such
effective leadership in the Persion Gulf
crisis and in the war that followed agreed
to hand over the responsibility for “the
Weslern response" to the E.C. The US
should have known very well that this
Community had not the procedures, nor
the mechanisms and therefore not the
capacity to discharge that responsibility
effectively. There can be many reasons
for Bush distancing himself and his cou-
ntry from the situation. To begin with there
was'nt in the conflict in Yugoslavia the
compelling combination of reasans which
made the situation in the Guif a matter of
paramount importance to US national
interests. It is very likely thal, at that
particular time, to most Amercans and to
Bush himself — to use Chamberain's
memorable words in regard to the Cze-
choslavak crisis in 1938 — the conflict in
Yugoslavia was a "quarrel in a far away
country between people of whom we
know wvary little". There may be other
reasons too. He probably had his hands
full trying to “win the peace” in the Guif
after the expulsion of Irag from Kuwait,
pilted as he was against consistent efforts
by Saddam Hussein to circumvent, with
his usual craftiness, the undertaking he
had accepted by agreeing to the condi-
tions laid down in Security Council resolu-
tion 687 (1991). One cannot also rule out
the allegations made by quite a few politi-
cal commentators that Bush was already
beginning to calculate his chances of
re-electionin 1992. This could have contri-
buted to his enunciation of what has been
called “The Bush Doctring” that American
soldiers should not be sent into a conflict
in which they are not going to prevail and
prevail rapidly. This consideration may
have gathered weight with the extension
of the war into Bosnia-Herzegovina, parti-
cularly as his opponent in the Presidential
campaign was focussing attention ove-
rwhelmingly on the need to give a high
priority to domastic issues facing the
country. Bush had consequently to trim
his campaign sails and to avoid involving
the US in a war far away which, if itturned
out to be a prolonged operation, could
most probably have an adverse effect on
his prospects of re-election. Not only did

he not have the courage and vision to
intervene at a time when most comme-
ntars feel intervention would have paid
dividends but he even declared as "re-
ckles" Clinton's proposal to use air strikes
against those impeding the delivery of
humanitarian aid. It is difficult to disagree
with William Paff's comment that the “Co-
ngueror of Panama" and “Liberator of
Kuwait”, for the most contemplible rea-
sons of partisan advantage, abdicated the
leadership  which the Commander-i-
n-Chief of the solitary Super Power Is
expected to give the international commu-
nity. NATO, recognized as the most powe-
rful military alliance in the world, could
have been used to check Serbian aggre-
ssionwhen inJuly 19581 itattacked Croatia
and the spill over of the conflict into Bo-
snia-Herzegovina could have been prave-
nted, MNon-intervention by the Westem
allies only encouraged Slobodan Milose-
vicand his henchman, Radovan Karadzic,
to proceed with their war of expansion and
the horrendous atrocities that have gone,
and is still going with it. :

Clinton's Legacy

In view of Bill Clinton’s crilicism, during
the election trall, of Bush's Yugoslav po-
licy, the latter would probably have had
no regrets at all in leaving the “Yugoslav
Problem™ as a legacy 10 his successor.
After all, Clinton during the campaign, had
declared that the US should “do what it
takesto stopthe slaughter of civilians" and
that it “could not ignore what happens to
be a deliberate and systematic exlermina-
tion of human beings based on their ethnic
origin”. Furthermore, he had accused
Bush of giving short shrift to those yea-
rning for freedom is slovenia, Croatia and
Bosnia-Herzegovina” and for “ignoring
the fact that the rise o power of slobodan
Milosevic signalled the appearance on the
international stage of “one of Eurgpe's
bloodiest Tyrants". He also picked up
same suggestions, made by international
observers, such as the need to “tighten
the economic blockade of Serbia”, and to
“seek Security Council authorization for
the use of air strikes against those who
attack relief and aid convoys", Furthermo-
re he advocated the creation of aninterna-
tional army “whose troops would be ready
to risk their lives for peace standing (pre-
sumably as "knights in shining armour”)
at the borders of countries threatened by
aggression, preventing mass violations
against civilian populations, providing hu-
manitarian relief and combatting terro-
rism. “With declarations like these he had

very little to complain about his legacy
because he had claimed, rhetarically, at
least that he was prepared to do what
Bush had left undone. The task he had
brought on himself was a formidable one.
By the time of his inauguration In January
1993 some 25% of Croatia had been
overrun by Serbian forces and an uneasy
peace raigned in that republic in spite of
a peace plan brokered by Cyrus Vance,
the UM mediator, and the deployment by
the Security Council of UN Protection
Forces (UNPROFOR]) for peace keeping
pumposas in UN Protection Areas
(UNPAs). The war in Bosnia was at iis
fiercest with all the barbarities associated
with that euphemism “ethnic cleansing".
What was expected of the new President
was, as far as foreign affairs was conce-
rmed, a clear slatement of the goal of US
palicy in regard to the war in Bosnia-He-
rzegovina and to the former Republic of
Yugoslavia, referred to from 30 May 1992
as the Federal Republic of Yugaslavia
{Serbia and Montenegro) in Security Cou-
ncll Resolution 7/1991. There were, one
might say, three options. The first of these
was for the US lo put its weight behind
the terrtorial and political lines imposed
by force by the Bosnlan Serbs. The
secand was to assist the Muslims to move
forward militarily with a view to restore
Bosnia-Herzegovina to its pre-war dime-
nsions. The third was to broker, with the
parties concemed, the pariilion of the
republic into three, more or less ethnic,
areas. Whichever options were chosen
there would have to be entrenched consti-
tutional provisions far the protection of the
rights of the minorities. To implement a
selected option the US would haveto have
a President capable and determined to
give effective leadership to Europe and
to the world at large. As events proved,
that leadership Clinton was not able to
give because of his little experience of,
and less interest in foreign affairs. This
was revealed by one who attended maost
of Clinton's foreign policy meetings. He
complained that at these meetings little
was done beyond the consideration of the
mostimmediate issues, that Clinton hates
to take decisions on foreign policy, and
consequently there is no crisp sense of
direction from the President. It is this
manner of dealing with foreign policy
issues that brought from the United Royal
Institute of Strategic Studies in Landonthe
remark that “the US, even mare than
usual, does nat seem fo be following a
staady compass'.

Next: Clinton's Basnia
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WOMANHOOD (3)

Purity, Motherhood and Sinhala Buddhist Women

Kumari Jayawardena

The concepts of female purity and
of the women as the producer of heroic
males acquire enormous significance in
times of heightened ethnic rivalry and
conflict. Popular inflammatory and dema-
gogic appeals during such times are
based on atrocity stories about women,
ranging from allegations of rape, to the
cutting off of breasts, abduction, forced
mariage and the luring of women by
males of the “olher” community,

These atlitudes were apparent even in
eariier periods. During the 1930s, a period
of economic depression and unemplo-
yment, the campaign to deport Malayali
werkers from Kerala {(South India), who
at that time formed an impeortant section
of the Colombo working class, was chara-
cterized by frequent accusations that
these Malayali Hindu warkers were using
unfair tactics such as “Malayali black ma-
gic” and charms to entice Sinhala Bu-
ddhist women. Some racists of the time
praised Hiller's policies of Aryan purity,
and a letter to the editor of a lrade union
journal, commenting favourably on Hitler's
prohibition of marriages between Aryans
and Jews, wrota:

“Everyone says that unions between
Sinhala women and Malayalis, whether
legal or not should be prohibited. If this
practice, which is certain to lead the
nation to slavery and servitude, is prohi-
bited, it will be a timely step forthe cause
of the Sinhala race, It is the duty of all
Sinhalese to support such a demand
(Viraya, 17 April, 1936)".

The affirmation of wamean as mothers
of heroic males has now acquired signifi-
cance in opposition to the Tamil separatist
struggle. The emergence of militant Tamil
youth groups demanding a separate stata
and committed to armed struggle to achie-
ve it has dominated the politics of Sri
Lanka for the last decade. The violence
of the 1980s included the army moving
in against the militants, the pogrom
against Tamils in July 1983, the continuing
escalation of the conflict, and Indian inta-
rvention and consequently the flaring up

of Sinhala militant youth, led by the JVP,
in the South. The unceasing viclence in
North and Southmade Sri Lanka a country
with the highest number of violent deaths
per population in the world in 1989-19290,

Gender Issues have figured promine-
ntly in the carnage of these years. In the
South, the 1983 pogrom and the resulting
numbers of Tamil refugees led to women's
organizations coming out to give shelter
and help to refugees. In December 1984,
aver100women ofall communities promi-
nent in the ars, professions and politics
signed a statement calling for a political
setilementto the conflict, stating that there
could be no military solution; this led to
the formation of an organization called
Women for Peace in 1985. While some
women have thus been agitating for pea-
ce, the dominant tendency within the Si-
nhala Buddhist ethnic group has been to
oppose any political solution and to su-
pport the efforts of the state to suppress
the Tamil militancy by the force of arms.
It makes heroes of the members of the
securily forces, calls for support 1o them
and exalls the mothers of soldiers as
heroic women making sacrifices for the
country and the Sinhala community.

In an unsigned article (called “‘Macho’
Sons and 'Man-made’ Mothers"), Serena
Tannekoon made an analysis of these
canstructions as they were manifested in
a cassetle of Sinhala battle songs (Rana
Gi) put out by the government in 1986 that
“glorified war and violence perpetrated in
the name of palriotism and motherhood
by male ‘military culture™. According to
one song,

Defending the motherland, myson is
like protecting the Mother who bore and
nourished you,

As Tennekoon notes:

The cassette... makes heroes of males
who have entrapped themselves in a
vicious cycle of viclence and counte-
r-viglence. Male military heroes, and
their “supparting” cast of maothars and

admiring wives and lovers, are invoked
to condone the insanity of organised
male viclence. A...pernicious objective
of these songs is to define women as
an intrinsic part of military society®.

These criticisms notwithstanding, the
invocation of motherhood as a sacrifice
forthe country proceeds apace. Newspa-
per stories have recently been giving pro-
minence to tales of mothers whose sons
are in the battle front. One tells of a mother
with three sons in the ammy. She is quoted
as saying, “The North and the East war
had just started to rage. But | was proud
of my sons and of their desire to go and
fight not anly for the country but also for
millions of people init”. Elements af popu-
lar Buddhism are also involved in this
glorification. She goas on to say: “If trage-
dy befalls any of my sans, | will have to
take it as a karmic effect. If they have to
die, it will happen whether they are here
at hame or fighting in the nerth. If they die
while fighting the war | would be proud
of my sons as they died for a cause”
{Sunday Times, Colombo, 11 August,
1991},

The role of the mother, as the producer
of new generations of acceptable Sinhala
Buddhists, is now being transformed into
the producer of warriors who fearlessly
give up their lives for the cause. The
maintenance of ethnic hegemony now
demands sacrifices and this need js then
written into the construction,

{Te be conlinued)

Motes

2. Lanka Guardian 8, No., 15, 15 Jan, 1985,
One sang begins “The blood-milk of mathers™:
and anather, by a woman ta her scldier laver,
says

Don't write 1o e in prety handwriting
Tales ol innocent kave, as in the past
Write i me af how you are daing
Brave and steadfast at the batllafront.

Part 3 of the Asian Female
Leadership will appear in our
next issue.
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FORUM

Communication for a New World

Cees Hamelink, Herbert Schiller, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Peter Bruck and Lisandro Nogueira

Cees Hamelink (The Netherlands)

*Thank you vwvery much, Professor
Cardoso, As you were talking, | did realize
that processes in contemporary history
are not necessarily ireversible. We talked
about these processes in an industrial
production that goes from human labar,
fram human dimension to mechanical pro-
duction. | think you did demonstrate this
marning, that a process can also go the
other way. You did confrant us this mo-
rning, with a new mode of academic pro-
duction. Whereas, so often, our academic
presentations are a mechanical reading
of papers, that might as well be done by
robols or computers, you brought us back
this merning to the human dimension of
eloguence, and I'm very grateful for that,
as I'mobviously grateful forthe substance
of your talk.”

“l know that although we are running
somewhal late, since you are not only an
intellectual but also a politician, you would
hate to leave Guaruja withaut a little bit
of a debale, wouldn't you?"

Herbert Schiller (L.5.A.)

“| personally would liketo say that | hope
the rest of our meetings come somewhe-
re.... | can't say, to the same high level,
but to the same level that approximates
what we have [ust heard this moming.”

*However, after saying that, | would like
to ask, or at least to comment on the first
of your points, which [ think, in a sense,
affects all the other points. And that is, as
| understood it, you gave us a feeling that
there has been a transformation, may be
a revolution, in the means of production
and that this permeates the rest of society.
And | wonder if this is what you intended
lo say, because it came out as if we have
an autonomous independent technology
that has, somehow or other, came into
existence, that has these wanderful cha-
racteristics of producing larger and larger
amounts of goods and services which,
with a little good luck, may be able to be
distributed widely, but there are some
areas of the world, because they don't
have these capabilities of knowledge and
infarmation, that will be marginalized.”

Mow, | don't disagree with that second
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point, but, to believe, at least in my ju-
dgment, that this is a new system of
promotion based on the new information
technologies, is some kind of an indepe-
ndent force which has no connection with
the very fundamental structures of the
society that produced them, and may |
just....

| agree with your dialectic that there is
openness and permeability, and that
things can happen. | don'tquestion either.
| think you handled it briliantly, but | also
think we have to recognize that it is an
extremely powerful structure, institutional
structure in being, for which these new
technologies are basically at their service
and not at the service of tha rest of us,
although somelimes we are able to insert
litthe messages or be able to get litlle
slreams ar flows, but at the moment the
relationships are very, vary asymmetric,
and as a result of that, this marginalization
that we see iz something that comes
directly out of the very purposeful use of
these technalogies for exploitation — not
for a common use. And when you are
talking about a new labaor force, we see
in the U.5.A., our labor force has been
decimated. True, we have new kinds of
engineers and systems managers and all
the rest of that, but our blue-collarworkers
no lgnger exist, or if they do, they are in
such an attenuated state...The union ma-
vement which is very different here... So
| know each case, every national specifici-
ty is different, but in the mos! developed
societies the union movements lay down
rules, and so we have enormous lashks,
in tarms of this system, and all | wanted
ta say, and hear your words on that, is
do we feel this technalogy is an unmitiga-
ted blessing and do we recognize where
it comes from and what we can doin some
manner of form to possible even ask for
a redirection or may be even o question
its very character altogether? Thank you. "

Fernando Henrique Cardoso

Well, let's reply to you by saying that
| would like to add a foolnote, or bettar,
an introduction to what | said befors, since
| fully agree with you. It was anly for the
sake af brevity that | avoided discussing
the problem of the structure of pawer, but
you are absolutely right. And since we are

now discussing in Brazil, the question of
a new patents law, control of new techno-
logy, it is guite obvious that the power
structure is behind all this, so you are
absolutely right. | have no disagreement
with you. It was my fault: for the sake of
brevity, | started with the new technology
without emphasizing what you did, and
you are right.

Peter Bruck (Austria)

"I vary much liked your theory of sho-
rt-circuits and sparks. One of the things
which came to my mind from the research
which we are daing is that to think of the
media, especially the tabloid media, as a
kind of social agent which continuously
creates sparks, that continuously elects
people as aclors, continuously saolicits
people lo do certain things, but then also,
within their contexts, contain thesa sparks
and this kind of activity to a very limited
amount of social activity and range. So
ifwe can thinkthis alittle bitfurther through
in terms of the aclivity of enticement of
action on one hand, then of containment,
| think'we can get a litlle bit better towards
the nation of potential activism which you
alluded to."

“The other thought which | had was in
terms of your epening actual sequences.
When | camea down on the plane, | picked
up a book before | left Ottawa. Itis a short
issue of the Cambridge History of South
America. And | read aboutthe first Empire,
and, actually, the stages leading up to the
independence of Brazil. And what struck
me there, actually, was how the historians
narrale the independence of Brazil and
the coming about of the independance of
Brazil as basically a struggle over interna-
tional lrade, means of produclion, the
exchange rates, the terms and trades
which were going on between Portugal
and Britian at that time and their colonies
in the new world."”

“Which leads me to make the paint that
actually what I'm asking myself is — it
seems to me that kind of background...
Whom does it actually serve to talk aboul
the present changas which we find in
terms of this new kind of international
order? It is actually not a new order which
is created on new flows of trade, but we



— this country has been in the historian's
namration constituted in its beginnings
through this kind of dynamics. Itis just that
we have to get through this and see what
are aclually the dynamics in the way in
which these changes are being brought
about. It is not just that it's new, that there
are global dynamics. These global dyna-
mics are constituted of the features of
these nation stales, and these societies,
in the way they have developed. But the
dynamics as such havetobe named much
more concretely and [ think that using the
language of business and the language
of free trade negotiations and the langua-
ge of people who see that in the board
rooms, and also the leaders of the state,
does not help us analytically to unde-
rstand, actually, the dynamics which are
laking place. Thank you.

Fernando Henrique Cardoso

“l don't know if | got your paint. It is true
that when you reflect about the indepe-
ndence, i's obvious that kind of trade
interests were behind independence. It's
also true that now it's not enough to think
about the new world in terms of the new
concepts proposed by businessmen and
by international trade. | don't know exactly
what your point is. What you are objecting
to or asking me, so..."

Cees Hamelink (The Netherlands)

“Is there any one very specific guestion,
Feler, that you could raise that Professor
Cardoso would respond 1o? If not, we will
ask for one or more additional interve-
ntions. We would still have time for one
ortwomoreinterventions. Yes? Could you
please identify yourself?"

Lisandro Nogueira (Brasil)

“When you referred to the changes that
are taking place in communication, throu-
ghout the entire world, and that you co-
mment in respect to the people that will
remain, or are remaining, to one sida of
the process, I will askthe following: Inwhat
way do means of communication, the
schools of communication, both in Brazil
andin the United States, in Eu rope, infact,
In what way can we work so that these
people do not remain to one side? How
do you see the role of communication in
this process? In the book entitied “A So-
ciedade Informatica” (The Informatics So-
ciety) by Adam Schaff, he comments on
these people who will remain to one side
and he positions precisely in this mass of
people, one of the great challenges of the
next century. Why is it that these people,
Even remaining to one side, as you said

and cited Hegel, these people — they are
more and more people and they pass
through and they go, they are living, and
they have some power including being
manipulated by several groups. How do
you see the role of the means of communi-
cation in this process?"

Fernando Henrique Cardoso

“Look, naturally | am familiar with the
works of Adam Schall and belleve that he
recognizes this fact with much precisian,
that, increasingly, we will have marginali-
zed masters of the principal flow of produ-
ction and consumption. Then you azk me
what will be the effect of this."

"I fried not to show, but to mention the
fact that in the past we always thought of
this process in terms of the dominator/dao-
minated dialectic, But always thinking that
the dominator, in some way, depended on
the dominated. The master is the slave
of his slave. Well here, the problem that
is posed by Schalf, is also— that this mass
really becomes marginalized. And you
ask me how it is that the schoals of
communication can deal with this? Here,
it is not the schools of communication in
themselves. It is what here in Brazil has
been referred to as the accusation re-
search. But here in Brazil it is extramely
easy to show the immense number of
people that are not benefited in any way
by the flow of what here is referred to as
modernization and that are to one side.
Mow, politically, what is the guestion, how
can we play in political terms with this?
The fact that they are millions is no conso-
lation or that they are the majority of
humanity, is no consolation. The domina-
lors were always a minority. The English
in India were never more than a few
hundred thousand and they dominated
millions. In China, also. Therefore, history
is cruel. The fact that it is said that they
dare ever more numMerous is no consola-
tion. The problemis only to know how thay
transform themselves — not only into
political actors, but how it is that a system
is created capable of catering to the gene-
ralized demand. And here | gointo several
questions: 1-) From the point of view of
economic growth, there is a whole new
theory, as you all know, of self-sustained

growth, because with the present style af

growth, it is impossible to cater to the
majority. To cater to the majority, this
present style of economic growth would
exhaust the natural resources. It would
generate enormous pallution, a colossal
greenhouse effect. So, certainly, at the
heart of the question of contempaorary

civilization is the need for another siyle of
civilization. With the present style of civili-
zation, these majorities will never be cate-
red to and there will always be a feeling
of fear on the part of the dominators in
face of these majorities and of impatence
on the part of the latter. We have to think
of other styles of development. We have
to think of other styles of paiitical action
and here arises the guestion about the
means of communication and of the
schools of communication,

Because what | have tried to say here,
much of the passage, is that these margi-
nalized people, when they do move, they
need the flow, they need ta enter inta the
flow of communication in order to be able
to shor-cireuit. And here, the political
action, the organizing action, or at times,
even the personal action of the communi-
cators, of the teachers and of the journa-
lists, etc. is fundamental. But this is a
question the answerto whichisnot acade-
mic, Itis necessary lo politicize and | have
na means of politicizing. If | had, | would
not ba a senator, | can assure you that
itis much more comfortable to be acade-
mic. It is very heavy to participate paoliti-
cally. ltisvery hard as alife-style. Butthere
s no other way out. It is necessary to
politicize this question, isn'tit? Toincrease
the degree of conscience as to these
problems and to establish conditions for
an increasing participation of this margi-
nalized mass that will inevitably lead to
another style of development, for the pra-
sent is not feasible.

Cees Hamelink

"Senator Cardoso, in her famous book,
“March of Folly, the late Barbara Ta-
ckman, the famous historian, explains
why politicians always do everything
wrong, and she explains in a long histori-
cal account that politicians always know
howta take decisions againstthe interests
of their constituencies and against their
owninterests. And she says thizis basica-
lly because all politiclans are afflicted by
a virus that she calls “imbecilitus”, Today
we've met an exception. I'm very happy
that there are also politicians which are
not affected by this virus, and | would only
wish that political life had mare intelle-
ctuals such as you and thatintallectual life
had more politicians such as you,™

“Thank you very much. You did spark
off a good inspirational tone for the rest
of our academic deliberations and this
effectively concludes our opening se-
ssion. Thank you, Professor Cardoso.”
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BOOKS

A Review of an Introduction to Social Theory

Todd Davidson

Radhika Coomaraswamy and Nira
Wickramasinghe, ed., Infroduction To
Social Theory [New Delhi: Konark
Fublishers, 1994.]

An Introduction To Social Theory prasants
an interesting dialogue of certain aspects
of wastern contemporary social theory
and its application to social, historical, and
cultural problems present in Sri Lanka.
Through the presentation of contempora-
ry problems in light of social theory, it has
appeal forthe scholar, incipient academic,
and the concerned citizen. But as an
intraduction, the intended audience are
those people whao are not terribly familiar
with social theory. All seven articles that
comprise the boak are worthwhile in this
respect. To a novice, the vocabulary and
concepts of social theory may seem alien
or irrelevant. The writers hare have
applied these concepts to problems of the
everyday in a manner which may be
helpful in understanding their meaning
and relevance. Further, the articles show
how a critical mind can be developed
through ihe use of concepts that comprise
social theary.

Beyond the introduction of the discou-
rse of social theory and the development
of a critical mind, an intreduction has the
capacity to orient a student within a given
discipline. Typically a survey is rather dry.
Caonsider the mammoth texts common to
introductory undergraduate courses, or
the rote lectures intended to cram the
world of sociclogy into one semester.
They may offer a history of social theory,
a general articulation of various schools
of thought, instruction as to method, stati-
slical data and research, and possibly a
brief sketch of the importance of social
theory today. This approach seems to
weigh heavily upon the student. Fresenta-
tions of this manner typically present the
vocabulary and concepts of social theory
divorced from the past and present co-
mmunities that afforded them vitality and
passion. Mot is it terribly evident that su-
rveys of this kind foster the critical mind.
A better introduction to social theary
allows the student to wander about for a
time within applied social theory to find
what may seem interesting. This type of
approach entails a certain degree of co-
nfusion and possibly disorientation at first,
But even if the concepts may not be
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entirely understood, if a sense of urgancy
and contingency is conveyed between
these concepts and contemporary pro-
blems, a student may became inspired to
a cerlain degree. Once interest Is establi-
shed, the desire to understand the co-
ncepts of social theory and how they have
come to be arses. What might have
seemed boring may now seem relevant,
stimulating, and worth further study and
investigation.

It is in this capacity that an Introduction
has a good deal of merit, especially to the
Sri Lankan student, By placing the various
critics, historians, and philosophers not
only in relation to the contemporary pro-
blems of Sri Lanka, but also in relation o
the history of social theory, the student
may acquire a sense of how problems of
the everyday shape social theory, and
how social theory has the capacity to
affect contempaorary problems. In this ma-
nner, a degree of vitality is conveyed
throughout the book, along with the nece-
ssary concepts and luminaries central to
social theory. Given this approach, itis not
conceivable that a broad base of social
theaory could be addressed from all sides
in a posilive manner, and this is certainly
not the intention of an Infroduction. It has
positively presented a dialogue central to
the vocabulary of the post-Marxist philo-
sophical leftin Europe and America, inclu-
ding Frantz Fanon's position on the po-
st-colonial nation. The concepls and
authors central to the post-Marxist philo-
sophical left is as good a starting point as
any | would propose. Their contributions
to academia are pervasive, and one that
must be addressed in one fashion or
another. Thought it does seem impartant
that the post-Mamxist school of thought
should be juxtaposed in relation to other
opinions of the history, structure, and
direction of social theory argued in a
positive manner. But such juxtaposition
may have been beyond the scope of the
bock, and it is only my intention here to
present some ideas that are part of the
social and political philosophical debale.
My second point of critique concems the
relation between contemporary social
theory based in Europe and America and
the history and contemporary form of life
in Sri Lanka.,

*Posi-Marxist philosophical left” is pro-
bably anunfortunate term. A betterdescri-
ption might be those who reject the Ka-
ntian or absolutist stance, where notions

of intrinsic human dignity, intrinsic human
rights, and an ahistorical and trans-cullu-
ral understanding of “the self” are of semi-
nal importance to the maintenance of
liberal societies. The post-Marxist schoal
has a more Hegelian flavor, and proposes
that human dignity, rights, and identity are
derivative of a respective community.
Both schools assume that philosophy pro-
vides foundation for the constitution and
workings of a soclety. The post-Marxisls
reject the notion of the Enlightenment self
and all the notions derived fromit thathave
made for the liberal societies of Europe
and America. Consequently, the institu-
tions, including that of the academic disci-
plines and their respective scholastic
works, which have arisen from and are
supposedly based within the discrediled
philosophy of the Enlightenment should
be abandoned. It would be fair o say that
the philosophers and theorists positively
addressed in the book, and the wnters
themselves, lend towards this position for
various reasons and to varying degrees.

Beyond the Kantian and post-Marxist
positions, there is a third position that has
come to some degree of prominence in
the last century, commonly associaled
with contemporary American pragmalism
founded in the works of John Dewey. The
pasition holds thatthe institutions of liberal
societies should be preserved while aba-
ndoning their philosophical justification.
Philosophy, and social theory, isnotunde-
rstood as providing foundations, nor dogs
philosophy and social theory necessarily
have seminal importance to the constru-
ction of a society. To abandon the Kantian
position does nat mean, or give justifica-
tion far, the abandonment of the institu-
tions and language of contempaorary libe-
ral society. Philosophy and social theory
may ar may not be needed, or wanted,
If it is needed, it may serve to introduce
various metaphaors and ideas to assist the
constitution of a given society. Once this
isunderstood, or accepted, contempaorary
American pragmatism posits thatan histo-
rical understanding of the self, and an
understanding of identity based in a re-
speclive community serves the notions
and institutions of liberal societies better
than the notions of the Enlightenment
which gave rise to them. Withinan Infrodu-
ciion, the Kantian position is only referred
to through critique from the post-Marxist
position, and the pragmatist positionis not
mentioned either positively or through
critigue.



But this is not necessarily good or bad.
An introduction is a tricky business, and
it seems that the best approach to take
15 to begin the process of developing a
student’s capacity to think for herself. This
iz a “liberal” idea, of course, but one I will
assume is desirable, Given the above
explication of what a good introduction
manages 1o do, it is hard to allow for a
certain degree of ideclogical freedom wi-
thout losing the vitality of impassioned
debate. In some respects it must be consi-
dered good to bombard the student with
an ideology probably foreign to the eve-
ryday perspective. The student should
become jarred, in a sense, out of thinking
only along the lines of what is considered
“normal,” “obvious," and "accepted.” Yet,
il an introduction is to foster critical thi-
nking, it is important that the student does
not become an immediate devote of a
respective ideology that may be prese-
nted in an introduction.

Pradeep Jeganathan's article, "The
Task of Social Theory,” is placed appro-
priately atthe beginning of an infroduction.
Jeganathan steers away from philosophi-
cal jargon and focuss on the fundamental
purpose of social theory as critique, but
in a casual and conversational manner,
This fundamental purpose though can
become disconcerting to the new student,
or to anyone for that matter, if its constru-
ctive nature is not addressed, The student
may come to feel that soclal theory is
nothing but a hostile attack upon the very
constitution and form of life integral to her
existence andidentity. Jeganathan shows
how social theory as critique can be
applied to a common everyday occurre-
nce — waltching a national festival on
television with the family. He continues to
paint out what may not seem obvious to
the common perspective, and how what
is impilicit and potentially harmful can be-
come explicit through the method of social
theary. The viewer becomes free from one
way of looking at what is presented on the
television. Inthis manner, Jeganathan has
also given an example of how critique can
disclose what may drive or constitute a
contemporary problem of saciety, like the
war in Sri Lanka. Once part of the jmplicit
drive or constitution of a prablem has been
disclosed through critique, critique takes
onaconstructive role. But Jeganathan not
only emphasizes the constructive role that
social eritiqgue may have, but emphasizes
whal social theory can do after a problem
has been made explicit through critique.
Social theory, according to Jeganathan,
must take on the role of introducing new
concepts and metaphars beyond critique
to fashion a community in a manner pre-
viously unthought. Jeganathan's empha-
sis on the “imangined,” — a theme carried
throughout an Introduction — conveys to
the sludent the necessity of thinking for

oneself beyond various Ideologies of any
sort such that new solutions to old pro-
blems may come about.

This last point of Jeganathan's seems
to me the most vital to an Introduction, it
the intention is not only to introduce a
student to the discourse of social theary
but also to instill capacity to think for
aneself. A person can be as much a slave
1o the commaon understanding of what is
presented on television as they can be a
slave to a certain critique of that common
understanding. A critigue only serves its
purpose il il frees a person to think for
themselves and not only in the light of a
specific critigue. In this manner a student
may come to develop the capacity to
imagine, and thus think of and design
imagined communities in order that they
might become real.

The other aricles in an Infroduction
follow a similar, though more rigorous,
pattern to that of Jeganathan's. Except for
the rather intensive and scholastic works
presented by Ismail and de Alwis, which
are rightly placed within the middlie of the
book, each article begins with an appaal
to what may be a relevant example to the
new student, or questions which may
make sense to a new student. A presenta-
tion of certain aspect of social theory is
then presented in relation to the example
or the questions, followed by application
of social critique to the larger contemporas
ry prablems plaguing Sri Lanka today with
varying degrees of complexity. Coomara-
swamy's article on Foucault, “Madness,
Sexuality, and Crime," seems the most
appropriate in terms of outlining the philo-
sophy of a writer central to contemporary
social theory, and placing the writer in
relation to ather writers to which the novice
can refer for futher reading. Coomara-
swamy does a good job of intergrating the
concrete examples of madness, sexuality,
and crime — issues we all come across
in our everyday lives — into a general
discussion of the importance Foucault's
writings had not only upon society as a
whole, but also withinthe conceptual turns
of the western philosophical dialogue.
She applies Foucault's notion of exclusion
in an interesting light to the LTTE and the
JVP. To varying degrees, both groups
have preached a Mandst ideology. Yat,
Coomaraswamy quickly notes that what
may seem “radical” ideclogies of the Ma-
rxist vanguard have played themselves
out upon the basis of exclusion. Their
model of organization is not terribly diffe-
rent from the very groups which they
oppose. She slates "The JVP and the
LTTE are a subaltern voice, but even the
suballern have their procedures of exclu-
sion.” But Coomaraswamy does not dwell
on the deleterious effects of exclusion in
relation to the JVP and the LTTE, which

is fortunate given the scope of an Introdu-
ction. We are presented with a glance of
Foucault, how Foucault may be relevant,
and what we could study to find out more
about Foucault and his place within sacial
theory. In this manner, Coomaraswamy
has demonstrated to the new student of
social theory how a critical mind can be
developed, and how such a mind can lie
above the fray of political ideology. “Exclu-
sion” has been presented as an idea, and
Coomaraswamy has managed to show
how interesting an idea itis without drifting
into an impassioned fixation upon its merit
or demerit.

The other articles tarry on the line be-
tween presentation of ideas and impa-
ssioned debate from an ideclogical sta-
ndpoint complete with dogmatic claims.
Argument for various ideologies is certai-
nly an integral part of social theory, and
warthwhile as part of an introduction. But
rather than presenting positive argumenis
from the Kantian (or absolutist), pragma-
tic, and post-Marxist positions of social
theory, all the articles come fram the
perspeclive of and treat concepts central
to the post-Marxist tradition. This may be
detrimental to the new student of social
theory, given that she might not have the
background and skills to see outside of
this ideology, or something with which to
compare this ideology. Such a perspecti-
ve fosters students that may not be intere-
sted In varying viewpoints — the kind of
perspective that tends towards exclusion,
the kind of perspective that so many of
the writers in an Introduction are trying to
avoid. Such a perspective tends to aliena-
e people of other views, and tends ta stifle
the creative expansion of a particularideo-
logy and its application 1o a community
as a whole.

The above critism is not meant to di-
seount the worthiness of an Infroduction,
but is meant to suggest what is passed
over in the book, which understandable
considering its intended scope. Though it
does seem that an Introduction would
have prospered with the inclusion of an
article or two that argued for, or positively
described, the Kantian and pragmatic po-
silions. It also seems that as an introdu-
ction intended for the Sri Lankan student,
or the sludent interested in Sri Lanka, it
might have baen worthwhile to include a
discussion of social theary in relation to
Sri Lanka's own philosophical tradition.
The Pali Tripitika, the Vedic texts, and the
Koran are full of social theory in dire nead
of contemporary interpretation. As a we-
stemer, it is not my place to determine
where, when, and how, the concepts of
social theory developad in the Wast
should be used in Sri Lanka, any my
comments here are meant only for the
sake of conversation, One of the most
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intersting questions that faces Sri Lanka,
Is how the country has, and apparently
will continue, to integrate the concepts
and institutions of liberal society within
their own philosophical, hislorical, and
cultural tradition. In an Infroduction, many
of the westemn notions are used with the
intention of developing a history and ide-
ntity of Sri Lanka which is distinctively Sri
Lankan after the colonial period. This
seems highly constructive and worthwhi-
le. But there must also be an awareness
of what | will call “concepiual colonialism.”
The ideas and concepts developed in
contemporary western social theory are
the product of a long history and depend
upon a contemporary form of life and
situation quite different from Sri Lanka. A
concept removed from the history which
made it possible and ils present context
is readily misunderstood or simply irrele-
vant. This does not mean that | am oppo-
sed to Sr Lankan's using weslern co-
ncepts in whatever way they see it. But
| would suggest that it may be worthwhile
to place these concepts in relation to the
varigus philosophical traditions so central
to the Sri Lankan form of life. Otherwise,
what is distinctively Sri Lankan may beco-
me lost with the acceptance and use of
the concepts developed in westem social
theory. American and European universi-
ties can be just as much an imperial force
asthe Brilish government or a Portuguese
merchant, no matter how much they would
like to think ar present themselves othe-
rwise,

Mast of the contemparary conceptions
developed in western social theory are
designed to dismember the philosophical
piclure of the Enlightenment, and the hold
this philosophical picture has upon we-
slern society. Sri Lanka, at least in a
sense, does not have this problem. There
is no Enlightenment philosophy to overco-
me, except what has been instilled by
colonial forces including that of modern
day “cultural imperialism.” This of course
does not mean that Sri Lanka has not felt
lhe effects of the Enlightenment, ar that
an understanding of the Enlightenment
philosophy is not impaortant to Sri Lanka.,
Butitmay mean that if SriLanka continues
to accept and foster the institutions of a
liberal saciety, Sri Lankan scholarship
would do well to articulate how these
notions and institutions are to be integra-
ted with, or completely overhauled by, the
philosophical and historical tradition so
evident in Sri Lankan society today.

To some degree this is already being
done by contemparary Sri Lankan schola-
rship in the works of Obeyesekare, Tho-
mbiah, and numerous other scholars pre-
sented in various journals including that
of ICES. It might not have been the inte-
ntion or the scope of an Iniroduction to
present such esoterical and complicated
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scholarship. Regardless, a discussion of
Obeysekere might have been worthwhils,
as worthwhile as a discussion of Fanon
or Foucault. | have only offered the above

as commentary, and maybe as sugge-
stion of what might be included in another
introduction produced by ICES, one that
might complementthe one reviewed here.

Sri Lanka - State of Human Rights 1993

(FPublished by Law & Soclety Trust)

Reviewed by Mala Dharmananda (Equal Opportunities Commission, Perth, Ausiralia)

In may 1994 the Law and Society Trust
published an anthology of papers which
reviewed the status of human rights in Sri
Lanka, The State of Human Rights 1993
report prasents an overview ofthe interna-
tional instruments rafified by Sri Lanka,
and attempls to sftuate the Sri Lankan
man/woman/child within the framewark of
civil, political, economic, and social Aghts.

To a degree the report assesses the
exient to which the requirements and
obligations imposed by the ratification of
intemational canventions and covenanis
are met at the local level. For instance,
Palricia Hyndman, Sabina Fernando and
Kanya Champion provide a comprehensi-
ve analysis of national laws that meet
specified articles of the International Co-
venant on Civil and Political Rights
{(ICCPR), as well as identify breaches of
international requirements.

The repaort is divided into chapters whe-
rein the primary focus is either the status
of specified instrument (for example eco-
nomic and soclal nghts) or the experience
of a particular group of people such as
women, children or refugees. Such an
approach allowsthe readerto concentrate
on issues of interest, as well as ensures
that criligues of topical and controversial
matters are included. However, within this
framework, the experience of some
groups may be rendered less visible. For
example, although a whole chapter is
devoted to the issue of women's rights,
and the reader s asked to refer to the
chapler on social and economic rights,
analysis of violence against women is
inadeguate in both the specific chapteran
women’s righls and in the chapters on
displaced people and north-east war.

As may be expected of a report which
comprises adicles writlen by a number of
individuals, there are stylistic differences
and repeated descriptions of international
instruments such as the ICCER.

In conclusion two questions are posed.

The first relates to who comprises the
intended audience of the report. While
those familiar with discourse of human
rights are likely lo find the report a relative-
ly concise critique, others may find the
report less accessible. For instance,
explanations of the functions of the United
Mations, the processes by which a country
chooses to ratify an international instru-
ment, orthe mechanlisms by which reports
delineating the extent to which require-
ments of aricles are met by member
states are not provided. If the report is to
inform the people of Sri Lanka of the status
oftheir ights, then an introductory chapler
which includes a brief explanation of the
above and the broad philosophical prami-
ses of human rights would be useful.

Second, the report does not address
the question of whether inlernational
instruments ratified by the Sri Lankan
Government are accepted by the people
of SriLanka. The Convention of the Rights
of the Child is a salient example. The
Convention was the subject of much de-
bate in countries such a Australia, where
itwas perceivadtoinfringe upan the rights
of parents to smack their children for
misbehavior. Similary, to what extent is
the ratification of instruments a result of
lobbying on the part of grass roots groups
and/or representative organizations. The
identification of groups in Sr Lanka wha
are seeking ratification of the Optional
Frotocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights and ILO Conve-
ntion No Il regarding occupation and
employment would illustrate that access
to human rights instruments is perceived
to be of relevance and significance.

Motwithstanding these observations,
the report provides a benchmark, where-
by lhe status of human rights in SriLanka
may be evaluated against international
standards. Such progress may be now
monitored and evaluated on an annual or
bi-annual basis. The report fills an impe-
riant lacuna in the discourse of human
rights. :
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Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banler amaorgst these
rural damsels who are Dusy sarting out tobacoo
leaf in a barn. It is one of the hundreds of such

barns spread out in the myl and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
faltow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurtunng, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves tum to

goid... 1o the value of ever Rs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tobacco is the industry that brings emplayment 1o
the second highest number of people. And these
peaple are the tobacco barn owners, the tobaceo
growers and those whe worls for them, on the land
and in the barns.

Far them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful work,
a comfortable life and a secure future, & good
enaugh reason for laughter,

B Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People’s Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Bankmg with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just 33 years later

People Resource exceeds 10, 000
Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million

Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In juSt three decades People’s Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — g
dedication that has earned them the title “Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

‘Banker to the Millions
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