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TRENDS

LTTE infiltrates city

Folice suspect that the LTTE has
infiltrated numbers of informanis
and activists, including suicide bo-
mbers, into Colombo. One suspe-
cled female spy was amested on
May 18 at Si Saranankara Road,
on the southem oulskirts of the city.
She was found lo ba a native of
Mandathivu, in Jaffna.

Don't sell arms, EU told

The Eurppean Parlimament in a
recenl resolulion urged member
states of the European Union not to
sell arms lo the LTTE. The Euro-
pean Farliamen! also called on
SAARC countries and other nations
of the Indian ocean region ta bring
pressure on the LTTE fo relum o
the negotiation table.
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The Union was urged fo support
the peace efforts of the 5 Lanka
govemment. The resolution deplo-
red the LTTE's unilateral breach of
the ceasefire.

A war Council?

Maves fo sef up a war councif
which would include Opposition
Leader Ranil Wickremasinghe,
insfead of fhe existing National Se-
curity Councll, fs being resisted by
powerful persons in lhe gove-
mment, according fo a sfary in “The
Island". The war council idea is
being pushed by a former Alr Force
chief, according lo this newspaper
which has recenily had differences
wilfr the government in war news
reporting.

Editor in court

“Sunday Times" editor Sinha Ra-
tnatunga has been charged by the
Atlormey General with ciiminal defa-
mation of President Chandrika Ba-
ndaranaike Kumaralunga. The edi-
tor has been noticed to appear in
cotrt on June 13,

First on the hit list

President Chandrika Bandara-
naike Kumaratunga told India To-
day during her recent brief visit to
Delhi that she was on the lop of the
LTTE's hit list. The president also
said that LTTE leader Velupillai Pra-
bhakaranhad earierdecidedin cold
blood to kil former Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi,

The Indian press took note that
this was the first time the Sr Lanka
government  had  calegorically
blamed the LTTE for Rajiv Gandhi's
murder.

Meanwhile, India Teday in an
aditoral said that there should be no
hesitation (by India) in providing
material and other help to SriLanka
to combatthe LTTE. Referringlothe
recent missile aftack on the S La-
nkan aircralt the ediloral said:

“These missiles in the hands of the
Tamil Tigers is not only a threat fo
Sr Lankan military air operations
but may also endangercivil air traffic
in Sr Lanka and even in Tamil
Nadu".

Subsidies only for the
needy

Danor nations at the Aid Group
meeling in Paris lold Sii Lanka that
subsidies should be targeited only
to the needy. Specific reference was
made to the wheat flour subsidy;
bread is avilable in Sri Lanka for the
rich andthe poor alike at the subsidi-
sed rate of Rs. 3.50 per loaf.

Following the Aid Group advice
the govemment is to re-think subsi-
dy schemes to help only the poor,
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NEWS BACKGROUND

THE LTTE’S TOTAL WAR

Mervyn de Silva

though she launched an attack

0N SOMa Newspaper groups, itwas an
unusually subdued and serious President
Chandrika who addressed the large ga-
thering at the inaugural meeting of the
Mational Media Centre. The killing of the
much respected Dimbulagala monk, had
stunned the nation. For all his seemingly
eccentric ways, the venerable monk was
a symbaol. He was more than a colourful
character. He was "the frontier monk” in
an undeclared war. The boundary be-
tween the separate "EELAM" that the
Liberation Tigers' fought to carve outrom
Sri Lankan territory, and the land over
which Colombo’s writ ran, was the central
issue. In a way, the question had become
frantpage news because Dr. Jayalath Ja-
yawardena MP had raiseditin the House.

Explaining the matter, the IGP Frank de
Silva said that the special security had not
been withdrawn. "It was replaced in acco-
rdance with a Defence Ministry paolicy
directive. This directive related to the pro-
vision of security to individuals and institu-
tions hitherto supplied by the Sri Lanka
army. The security dulies were to be
undertaken by the Palice in order that
ammy personnel be released fortheiresse-
ntial combat duties",

While the explanation seems quile rea-
sanable, it led to a bitter dispute between
the P.A. government and the UNP-led
opposition — a striking sign of how the
war in the north-and-gast has resulted in
another kind of civil war in the South, the
traditional UNP-SLEP battle. This battle
Is no longer confined to Parliament.

It is everywhere and anywhere — in
village or municipal council, on all types
af public platform, and on neary every
public question.

That many-sided war in the South has
become more incessant and much broa-
der after the last parliamentary elections.
Most of the time, the UNP had a sirong
president and a secure, if nol overwhe-
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Iming majority in the house. And it gove-
med the country for 17 years. It was only
with the advent of the Wijelunga Preside-
ncy thatthings stadedto change. Thetime
had come for change, a new administra-
tion. It was made possible once a fisrcely
divided SLFF, a family-based party whare
the bitter family in-fighting had caused
serious rifts, discovered a new leader,
albeit another member of the family but
“anew face”, a person with a clean slate,
known to ba a dynamic leader. Thus, the
“Chandrika revalution”.

The parlous condition of “the establi-
shment” parly was dramatised by the
decision of President Wijelunga to retire
from politics. This gave way 1o an open
fight for leadership between the acting
leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe, and
the new challenger, Mr. Gamini Dissana-
yke — who had joined Mr. Lalith Athula-
thmudali in forming the D.U.N.F, an anti-
Premadasa front. Despite the usual ru-
mours, there was little doubt that the
former National Security Ministerwho pe-
rsonally led the Vadamaarachi oparation,
was assassinated by the movement that
held him guilty.

If there were any lingering doubts, the
assassination of Mr. Gamini Dissanaya-
ke, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's trusted friend, clea-
red these doubls several weeks before
the November Presidential polls. The new
UNP leader was killed in precisely the
mannerin which Mr. Gandhi was assassi-
nated — a woman suicide-bomber at an
election meeting.

Mrs. Gamini Dissanayke was hardly a
serious rival to Mrs. Kumaratunga, the
widow of superstar Vijay Kumaratunga
whose courageous stance on the “Natio-
nalQuestion" had wonthousands of Tamil
admirers and angered the ultra-nationalist
Sinhala movements.

Itisin such a background thatthe daring
assassination of Mr. Vijay Kumaratunga,
a presidential candidate, has to be placed

by students of southern or national palitics
in the past thirieen years, years in which
the LTTE's dramatic inlerventions have
been a major shaping force of Sri Lanka's
contemporary history. And in this, the
dominant persanality has been Velupillai
Prabhakaran — second in importance
anly to President J, B. Jayawardene. And
yetitwas Prabhakaran who made our the
Jan. 1st 1990 cover. The L.G. had to
choose betwean President J.R. and su-
premo Prabhakaran. The “past" voted
strongly for J.R. the past and the future
suggested the LTTE leader. He continues
o make history.

Military missions have visited Russia,
Ukraine, China, Czechoslovakia ele. The
defence vole, poor Prof. Pieris admits, will
soar. He had already reduced it from 27
billion to 24.7 billion rupees. He now fears
it will exceed 30 Billion rupees (00 million
dallars) two hundrad and fifty million less
than whal the donor consortium pledged
in Paris for 1996. He promises not to print
money or golo the Central Bank. Sowhat
will he do? No Santa Claus is likely to
knock on his door. Mew taxes, sub-
sidy cuts, a wage freeze or sell off State
corporationsto foreigninvestors underthe
PERC scheme.

Inthe meantime, anti-aircraft guns have
been installed in vital areas of the city,
says the 5.T. in its frontpage lzad story.
The parliamentary complex, the Presi-
dent’s official residence, Sapugaskanda
and Kolonnawa oil refineries, The HINDU
reported that the LTTE had been sho-
pping for micralight airerafl, and had
bought six in France. The buyer was a
sparts firm. The short take-off and landing
could prove lethal for suicide bombing, the
report said.

Meanwhile the P.A. — U.N.P. "war”,
once a low-intensity conflict shows all
signs of a "no holds barred” batile that
is likely to increase in intensity in the
coming months. And that of course, suits
the LTTE strategists perfectly.



Back to the Battlefield

As Sri Lankan jets pound Jaffna peninsula, the wheel has turned full circle in relations between the Government
and the LTTE, with Colombo seeking international help to fight the Tigers

Nirupama Subramanian

or Chandrika Kumaratunga, the

transition from a dedicated peacema-
ker lo a determined fighter has bean swift
and decisive, but cerainly not painless.
Faor a leader who get elected on a one-
point agenda to bring peace back to
strife-torn Sri Lanka, this must have been
a terrible disappointment. Tougher still is
the prospect of doing battle with a foe that
seems to out-gun and out-think her armed
forcas by a considerable margin, botlling
up a fifth of her armed forces in isolated
garisons and much emboldened after
kilingatleast200 ofthemin justa fortnight
of onesided fighting.

The Sri Lankan President found herself
ill-prepared to wage war as the LTTE
unleashed the deadly surface-to-air missi-
le on April 28. |In a desperate image-boo-
sling effort, she authorised her air force's
tiny jet force on May 10 to bomb Jafina
peninsula daspite the risk of civilian casu-
lties. Even S Lankans, long used to the
failure of peaca negotiations, were taken
aback by the quickness with which the
process disintegrated this time round.

Despita the Government’s persisience
over a negotiated settlement o the ethnic
crigis, It was clear that without the partici-
pation of the intransigent Tigers, such a
selllement would be in vain. LTTE supre-
ma V., Prebhakaran, on his pari, claims
that hostilities were renewed because the
Government failed to live up to its promi-
ses o the Tamils, primarily the lifting of
the economic embargo imposed by the
previous government (see inferview).

"This Government has been trappad by
the public promises it made. But it is now
time far a clear rethink on how to prevent
the country from being divided,” says
Kingsley De Silva, biographer of former
president J.R. Jayewardene. As the Go-
vernment prepares farwar with the Tigers,
Kumaratunge is being asked to separate
the LTTE from the aspirations of the
Tamils in order to save Sri Lanka's tarrito-
rial integrity.

“For the Government to make any hea-

dway politically, it must dealwith the LTTE
militarily, and combing it with the annou-
ncement of its political package,” says
Sunil Bastian, political analyst with the
Colombo-based Institute of Ethnic Stu-
dies, According to him, a package which
devolves substantial powers to the ethnic
minorities may even bring the LTTE back
to the negotiation table. That such a pa-
ckage is in the offing was hinted at when
the Government annouced it was having
talks with other Tamil groups and paries.

But divisions within the Government
over the political package have to be
sorted out first. The peint of disagreement:
the proposed merger of the northern with
the eastem province, both Tamil majority
areas with pockets of Muslims and Sinha-
lese. In fact, the DUNF, one of the consti-
tuents of the People's Allance Gove-
rmment, has openly criticised such a
mave, arguing thal it would mean giving
up control of ane-third of Sri Lanka's land
area and two-thirds of its coastline. In this
case, Sinhalese ire may well be aroused.

And it is clear that the LTTE wouldn't
be complaining. “What the Tigers would
like right now is a Sinhalese backlash that
would once again corvince all Tamils that
the LTTE is their only lifeline,” says
EPALF spokesman. Ketheeswaran. At
the end of the day, even if Kumaratunge
does manage to carry Sinhalesa opinion,
lhere are more serous obslacles to such
& process.

First, it will be near on impossible to
implementit in the north, where a majority
of the Tamils live. At present, the region
is virlually a quasi-state under the LTTE's
cantrol. Second, the LTTE could easily
jeopardise the process in other parts of
the country too, especially in the easht
Prabhakaran's outfit has demonstrated
time and again its ruthless ability to dispo-
se of leaders who have tried to sideline
it — former president Premadasa, Rajiv
Gandhi and K. Padmanabha of the
EPRLF, for instance.

The only hope that any peace process

sans the LTTE has of success is if the
SriLankan security forces are able to beat
the Tigers in thelrown territory. Right now,
that looks like a very tall order.

if the attack on the gunboats in Trinco-
malee harbour on April 19 demonstrated
the efficiency of the Black Sea Tigers, the
missile attack on the Avro plane camying
men and supplies to the northern base of
Palali demalished the myth thal the
country’s air force was invulnerable. In its
belated rush to overcome a shoriaga of
men and material, the Govermment has
embarked on a major drive to fill the
shrinking ranks of the 100,000-strong
army and to acquire military aquipment
overseas. What the military might still be
short on, however, are inspiring leade-
rship, strategy and motivation.

Unfortunately, the present set-up has
evoked only dread and despair. Ammy
Commander Gerry Silva is on record sa-
ying a military solution to the ethnic crisis
Is *not possible”. Though the statement
is largely true, coming from the army chief
it has had a demeralising effect, "If that
is indeed the case, the man on the front
wants to know what he is doing there,"
remarked a brigadier.

In the coming days, morale will play an
important rale for the army. Holed up in
the Pooneryn camp in Jaffna are over
4,500 soldiers, dependent for their su-
pplies on air force transport planes. In
Palali, there are another 15,000 men in
a similar predicament. With the air force
virtually neutralised afterthe missile attack
and the navy apprehensive about entering
the area, the troops are completely bottled
up, After squeezing the army's supplies,
the LTTE may well launch an offensive
the camps. LTTE has to weigh long-term
implications of such a move since it would
invite opprobrium from the international
community.

One thing that is clear is while the
Government's peace agenda prompied
the armed forces to go on a vidual hiatus,
the LTTE used the time to build ils



strength. Its successful strikes in the sast
bear testimony to this — the LTTE had
been mare or less flushed out of the area
in 1883 but it used the three months of
ceaseflire to make inroads into the area
once again, After the renewal of hostilities,
all its ambushes have occurred in this
province.

However, it is the LTTE's possession
of missiles — said to be Russian-made
SA-7 missiles obtained from Ukraine —
that has really got the Government wo-
rried and strengthened the belief that the
crisis can't be resolved by Sri Lanka alone.
The recent meeting between Kumaratu-
nge and Pnme Minister P.V. Narasimha
Hao in New Delhi during the SAARGC
summit fuelled speculation on India’s po-
ssible invelvernent. It is believed that Ku-
maratunge raised the issue of a "commaon
threat" to both countries from the LTTE.

Indeed, there is a growing feeling that
India could offer valuable assistance to
the Government. “India cando a lottohelp
our country, without stepping into Sri La-
nkan terrifony. For instance, patrolling the
waters (o ensure that the LTTE does not
get its supply of weapons,” says Air Vice
Marshal Harry Goonelileke, former air
force chief. Even die-hard India-bashers,
like Dinesh Gunawardens, president of
the Sinhala nationalist Mahajana Eksath
Perumina, feel Sr Lanka needs India's
help. "It is no longer just a Sri Lankan
Issue. The problem concerns the bounda-
rigs of India as well," he says.

Bul'itis unlikely that India will be drawn
into the confiict — considering the IPKF
experience, and with the upcoming gene-
ral elections and assembly elections in
Tamil Nadu — even though renewed
fighting may step up LTTE activity in the
slate. External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukheriee, in facl, has categorically
denied thal Sri Lanka asked India for
military help and termed it an “internal
dispute.” The Indian Government, howe-
ver, may be forced to change its mind if
Sri Lanka were offered assistance by a
third country, say, Pakislan,

But with no international help immedia-
tely forthcoming, the pressure is on the
Government to get its act together and
formulate a consensual package for pea-
ce. Failing which, the alternativeis another
long drawn out battle in which the LTTE
has been first off the blocks.
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“We have lost faith”

Anandhi Surya Prakasan of the BBC was
in Jaffna within 48 hours of the LTTE's
renewal of hoslilities. LTTE supremo Ve-
Nupillal Prabhakaran, who rarely granls
interviews to the press, agreed to mest
her at one of his camps. In military fatigue
with a black cord holding a cyanide capsu-
le around his neck, and surrounded by
bodyguards, he remained unfazed by pe-
rsistent questioning on why the LTTE
decided lo unilaterally withdraw from the
peace process. The exclusive interview,
in Tamil, was recorded on tape. Excerpis:

Q. Why did you decide to withdraw
from the peace negotiations at a time
when there was hope that peace will
be restored in the north?

A. We made this painful decision at a
lime when our paople had lost all hope.
In the beginning, we entertained the hope
that the Tamil national question would be
resolved through political negotiations.

The Tamil people have been subjectad
to enormous suffering as a conseguence
of the economic embargo, fishing bans
and the blockade on trafficimposed by the
previous government. We requested no-
thing otherthan the removal cithese bans.
Instead of viewing these issues as pro-
blems of the Tamil people, the Gove-
rmment took them as specific demands of
the LTTE. Furthermore, we were told that
any atternpt to resolva them would spark
off military repercussions. We pointed out
thatthe continuation of the peace negotia-
tions would serve no purpose if the pro-
blems of our paople were not resalved.,
The Government assured us that it would
remove the bans. We extended our dea-
dline by three weeks. But the Government
delayed the implementation of its deci-
sions. It is because of this that we and
our people have lost faith in Chandrika's
Government.

Q. Whydid you decide to discontinue
the peace negotiations even though
President Kumaratunge lifted the eco-
nomic embargo and offered several
concessions?

A. Giving pledges and implementing
those pledges are two differant things. It

is true that President Chandrika gave us-

— V. Prabhakaran

pledges. But she has nottaken constructi-
ve measures to implement them.

Q. Shouldn’t you have been a bit pa-
tient since the delay could have been
caused by administrative hurdles?

A. We reached the brink of tolerance.
The Government dragged its fest for mare
than six months. If there was a genuine
will, the Government would have lifted the
bans and proceeded with the implemanta-
tion within 24 hours.

Q. What do you feel about the deci-
sion to reimpose these bans?

A. It has made one thing very clear; as
far as the Tamil issue is concernad, thera
is no fundamental difference between the
present Government and the UNP regi-
me.

Q. Several foreign governments
have condemned you for terminating
the peace negotiations.

A. We are fully aware that the internatio-
nal community is genuinely concerned
about the Tamil issus and wants a political
settlement. Some foreign countries have
chosen to condemnthe LTTE onthe basis
of the onesided story provided by the
Government before studying the issue in
depth.

Q. Chandrika has made it clear that
she is determined to pursue the peace
process with or without the coopera-
tion of the LTTE,

A. Il it is practicable to achieve peace
without the cooperation of the LTTE, let
her continue her effort.

Q. Thelnternational Secretariat ofthe
LTTE in London issued a statement
recently that the Tigers have not
closed the doors for peace. What steps
doyouexpectthe Governmenttotake?

A. Ourdoors forpeace are still open, We
are dissatisfied and disillusioned with the
Government approach but we haven't last
hope. If the Government makes favoura-
ble decisions on the issues we raised wa
will be prepared to cease all hostilities and
return to the peace process.



On the prowl

he President of Sri Lanka,

Chandrika Kumaratunga, was elecled
in Movember with a large majority partly
by promising to bring peace to the country.
She is now bitterly contemplating the ruins
of her guest, Mot only have the rebel Tamil
Tigers rejected her peace feelers, but the
military advantage has swung in the Ti-
gers' favour.

The government was raftled by the
sinking of two naval gunboats which
marked the resumption of the civil war on
April 18th; but its reaction ten days later
to the shooting down of two military aircraft
over Jaffna, whera the Tigers are strong,
was more ke panic. Regular flights to the
army's isolated bases in Tiger-controlled
areas have not been resumead. Now that
the airforce haslostits confidence, a Tiger
onslaught on the base of Poonareen,
close lo Jaffna, may be imminent.

Since the 100,000-strong security
forces appear to be incapable of inilicting
a decisive defeat on a rebel force a tenlh
of their size, the government has turned
abroad for help. The defence atiaches of
friendly countries in the region have been
invited to Colombo for talks and the gove-
rament. has reversed its ban on anms

purchases. lLis planning 1o buy warships,
aircrafl and armoured vehicles from a
number of countries, among them |srael,
China and Russia,

But, even with new equipment, the go-
vernmentis not confident thatit can defeat
the Tigers alone. It particularly wants India
io help cut the Tigers' life-line to Tamil
Madu, India's southern state. Supplies of
wezapons, fuel and otheressentials are siill
smuggled across the Palk Strail to Jafina.
Wounded Tigers are looked after in priva-
te hospitals in Tamil Madu. Tiger uniforms
are made in the stale. In addition to su-
ppressing such sernvices, Sri Lanka would
like India ta share intelligence with it, and
to agree to a joint naval patrol of the strait.

What |ndia is prepared to offer, howe-
ver, is rather different. Both countries
refuse to disclose the substance of discu-
ssions held during two visits to Delhi by
Mrs Kumaratunga: one just befare the
peace effort collapsed, the other after the
Tigers fired their anti-aircraft missiles. But,
according fto unconfirmed reporis, the
Indian prime minister, Narasimha Hao,
raised the possibility of a jeint raid by Sri
Lankanand Indiancommandastocaplure
the Tiger leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran.

In an election year, arresting the man
suspected of arranging the murder of
Rajiv Gandhi, Mr Rao's predecessor,
would help MrRao. Snatching Mr Prabha-
karan from his jungle hideout would placa-
te Rajiv loyalists in Congress and unde-
rcut MrRao's main rival, Arjun Singh, who
looks to Rajiv's widow, Sonia, for support.

But beyond sending a snatch squad,
the signs are that India will not help. Once
only too eager to getinvolvedin SriLanka,
it is now wary of getting sucked back inta
the mess. Althaugh a strike against Mr
Prabhakaran himself might prove popular,
co-ordinated action against the Tigers
would be deeply resented in Tamil Nadu,
where the main Tamil parties sympathise
— eijther openly or covertly — with the
Tigers. And memories are slill fresh of
1987-80, when a 100,000-strong Indian
peacekeeping force occupied the north
and east of the island, but failed to tame
the Tigers and sullered many casuallies.
Mow, with the Tigers posing a more se-
rious threat than ever, the government in
Colamba looks likely 1o be lelt to ils own
devices.

— Economist

LTTE missiles may be of Russian origin

Dinesh Kumar

ndian defence and security agencies

are irying to trace the type, source and
orgin of the surface-lo-air missiles
(SAMs) used by LTTE militants in Sri
Lanka recently since this could have a
direct beanng on the Indian security sce-
nerio.

The LTTE had brought down two Avro
aircraft belonging to the Sr Lankan Air
force in the Jaifna peninsula with hea-
t-seeking SAMs on two consecutive days
last weekend. The issue was also discu-
ssed by leaders of SAARC, excepling the
Sni Lankan Prime Minister who had retu-
med earlier on. Although no consensus
had emerged from the discussions, Prime
Minister P, V. Marasimha Rao had while
describing the weapon system as “frighte-
ning" observed that it was an issue of
“Serious concerm’”,

Informed sources say thal this incident
has added anewdimension tothe security
scenario since this is the first time that
heat-zeeking missiles have been used by
a militant or guerilla group against flying

aircraltin the sub-cantinent. In this region
only Afghan mujzhideens have so far
used such missiles. But then, the hi-
ghly-capable heat-seeking Stinger missi-
les had been supplied by US government
agencies io the mujahideens to fight the
ammed forces of the former Soviet Union
in Afghanistan.

Preszentindications are thatthe missiles
the LTTE used are of Hussian origin and
have probably been procured from
Afghan mujahideen groups. Thera has
alsobeensome talkof the LTTE procuring
these missiles through unofficial channels
from Ukraine. Initial reporis, for example,
had said that Sri Lanka had been wamed
by the Ukrainian govermment some
manths ago that an illegal arms shipment
was heading towards the island nation.
Interestingly, following thistip off SriLanka
had alerted Indian security agencies thi-
nking that the consignment was intended
ioruse againts India rather than Sri Lanka
itself which was then engaged in peace
talks with the LTTE.

But what would also be of relevance 1o
Indian secunty agencies is the type of
middlemen (if any), sourcing of funds, and
the route taken by the LTTE in carling this
lethal missile system to Sri Lanka. Insu-
rgent groups in the north-east, nolably the
Mational Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN]), is known to have established in
intemational arms bazars in South East
Asia as had even Punjab militanis. There
have been unconfirmed reporis of the
LTTE establishing contacts with Punjab
militants in Canada as also with the Peo-
ples War Group (PWG).

Although no militant or insurgent group
in India has till now used surface-to-air
missiles, an Army patrol had recovered a
Hussian made SA-7 (Strella) close to the
Line of Conftrol in Kashmirs Kupwara
border district in April 1984, The 3A-7
compares similary in capability and perfo-
rmance lo the type of SAM used by the
LTTE. “Any such weapon system should
be a cause of concern.

— Times of India
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CONFLICT

Kashmir once more

In the age of identity, armed conflicts have a spill-over effect. Identity does not respect borders, It was
the flow of refugees to Tamilnadu that gave Delhi the right to be “concerned” and then involved. The state
of Tamilnadu itself was carved out after a re-drawing of barders hecause Pandit MNehru, confronted by
the force of linguistic nationalism and the threat of suicide by Pottu Sri Ramalu, the respected friend
of Mahatma Gandhi, was forced to intervene to prevent a national tragedy. In Sri Lanka, language was

the root cause of eonflict.

Religion rather than language is the source of the region’s generic conflict — Kashmir., British India _
became two states under the supervision of the departing colonial power. Here is a comment on the current
conflict from the LONDON TIMES.,

Kashmir Flames

No solution in sight as Delhi drifts and Pakistan meddles

Chrar-i-Sharif, a sleepy village in Ka-
shmir was the scence of fierce fighting
between Indian troops and armed Islamic
militants. What is striking is not that there
should be fires and bloodsheld in an
obscure hamlet, Kashmir and its civilians
have suffered more than their fair share
of both in the course af an intense civil
war now In its sixth year. The arresting
feature of the battle was that it was fought
inside  Indian-administered  temitory,
against Indian soldiers by Pakistani
guamesn,

As our South Asia correspondent re-
ports from Kashmir, more than 60 Mujahi-
din are entrenched in a Muslim shrine in
the village. The shrine was occupied by
them — and immediately encircled by
Indian troops — some manths ago yet
enly now has it emerged beyond dispute
that the majority of the cccupiers are not
local Kashmiris but heavilly armed infilira-
tors from Pakistan. This will have the effect
ofboosting the consistent Indian claimthat
separalist violence in the dispuled provi-
nce is “sponsored” by ils neighbour, and
of weakening the consistent Pakistani
protesiation that its invelvement in Ka-
shmir comes only in the form of moral
supportto the area’s beleaguered people.

G

The unmasking of Pakistani fighters at
Char-i-Sharif will surely make India's inte-
rnational diplomalic offensive on the Ka-
shmir issue less difficult to conduct than
ithas been for some time. Delhiwould err,
however, if it were to attributa all violence,
and all ealls for Kashmir self-determ ina-
tion, to the machinations of the bogeymen
in Pakistan. There is compeliing evidence
thal many Kashmiris are now unprepared
to accept their present political status as
citizens of the Indian republic. Insofar as
marny are unprepared also to accept the
accession of thir dispured province to
Fakislan, the only lasting way to end the
conflict would be to search for solutions
that would accomadate the Kashmir
quas! for self-government.

The battle of Chrar-i-Sharif could result
in yet another postpanement of provincial
elections in Kashmir by the Indian Gove-
rament. But these elections are likely, if
ever held, to be the source of even more
conflict vifdually every Kashriri political
organization has refused to paricipate
arguing instead for a referendum on the
nature of Kashmir's political association
(or other wise) with India.

But the force of Indian public opinion,

as it now stands, makes it inconceivable
that the Prime Minister, Narasimha Rag,
would even begin to address the question
of Kashmiri self-determination: to do so
would be tatamount political suicide and
would play directly into the hands of the
Hindu nationalist opposition Bharatiya Ja-
nata Pary. Equally, the fragility of the
Govermment in |slamabad has meant that
Benazir Bhutto has had to be more shrill
on Kashmir than is helpful for the people
who live under Indian administration.
There is mounting evidence also, that
Miss Bhutto has little contral over those
Pakistani agencies — such as the sinister
Inter-Services Inteligence — which aid,
abet and supply radical armed Islamic
groups in Kashmir,

As events at Char-i-Sharif now demo-
nsirate, such support is not confined to
money and materal. The Indian Gove-
mmentis entitied to deliver a sharp rebuke
to Miss Bhutto and to call on Pakistan to
stanch the flow of infiltrators inta Indian-a-
dministered Kashmir. Yet Dalhi must nol
regard the crisis in Kashmir as a simple
case of infiltration from across the border,
the roots of Kashmin disaffection still lie
firmly in Indian soil,



PART 2

War Amidst Peace Talks

K. M. de Silva

he increase in the number of

spokesmen for the Tamil minority had
some predictable conseguences, beginning
naturally encugh with a struggle among them
for dominance, and a guest for the position
of =ole spokesmen. The TULF, the most
moderale of the Tamil groups, found itsell
edged oul of any position of influence.
Instead the lead went at various stages 1o
other groups, with a bewildering range of
acronyms, Feople’s Liberation Army of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE); the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Organization (TELQ), the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE}, and Eelam People’s
Revolutionany Liberation Front (EPRLF) all
of whom were assisduously cultivated by the
Fesearch and Analysis Wing of the Indian
Frime Minister's office. Better known by its
acronym HAW, it was the Indian equivalent
of the CIA. RAW provided Tamil groups
located in India with arms and training with
the knowledge, if not under the aagis, of the
Indian government. The TELO group was a
special favorite of the HAW. The LTTE eve-
ntually pushed ahead lo a pesition of domina-
nce largely because of its strong and expa-
nding base in Jafina. The three leaders of
the strongest of these groups, Prabhakaran,
Uma Maheswaran, and Sr Sabaratnam,
were soon engaged in a bitter and increasi-
ngly violent rivalry for the position of pringipal
spokesman of the Tamil cause. Prabhakaran
evenlually won the day. But that is another
slory.

Two sets ol talks between represantatives
of the Sri Lanka government and the various
Tamil groups, claiming to speak on behall
of thelr ethnic group took place in July and
August 1885 at Thimpu, the capital of Bhu-
tan. These talks did not yield any positive
results, but Bhandar used the opportunity
they provided to continue negoliations with
the Sri Lankan delegation in New Delhi,
These lalks were more fruitful. The new
agenda for ethnic reconciliation which eme-
rged from them yielded a framework for &
realistic devolution of power in Sri Lanka
intended to meet some of the principal Tamil
demands,

One of the most significant features of this
meticulously crafted agreement was that the
unit of devolution was 1o be a province, no
longer a district. Secondly, the pawers fo be
devolved on these provincial units were

The wriler = Professorof History gl the Peradeniya
University.

much wider than those offered earlier by the
Sri Lanka govermment in discussicns with
Indian mediators and Tamil representatives,
The complex new structures agreed upon
constituted a major concession on the par
of the Sri Lankan government to the de-
mands of the Tamils of the north and east
of the island. The draft accord which came
to be known in official circles as the Delhi
Accord of August 1985 was based on the
consensus reached on that occasion and the
TULF's views were part of thal consansus,
Initialled on 30 August this draft accord beca-
me the basis of all future negolations be-
tween the two governments on Sri Lanka's
ethnic problems concerning the Tamil mino-
rity.

The actual signing of the asccord which
Bhandari hoped would crown his mediatory
efforts confronled a major obstacle in the
reluctance if not refusal of the other Tamil
groups who were represented at Thimptu fo
give thelr consent to it. The longer they held
out the more difficult it became for the TULF
to publicly commit itself to an agreement in
the formulation of which they had been co-
nsulted and to which they had given their
coneurrence in Dalhi.

In Decamber 1385 the TULF withdrew its
suppart for the Delhi Accord under pressure
from their more aggressive rivals, in parlicu-
lar, the LTTE. By the time Bhandari left office
in early 1986 only the two governments
remained committed to tha agreement rea-
chad and initialled in Delhi,

Meanwhile sporadic outbursts of ethnic
violence, especially in the north and east of
the island, and clashes between the security
forces and Tamil guerrillas and lerrorists
groups disturbed the peace of the island.
Greatly improved relations bDetween the two
countries did not extend to any serious efforts
on the part of the Indian govemment to
prevent Indian territory being used by Tamil
guerillas and terrarists for attacks on a frie-
ndly neighbor, much less to close down the
training fadilities and camps. Rajiv Gandhi,
so much |ess dependent on the southem
Indian political base than his mother, and
intent on taking a more even-handed
approach than she did to the problems posed
by Sr Lanka's ethnic conilicts, found his
options more limited than he would have
liked them to be. The constraint lay in the
ethnic poliics of Tamil Nadu, The Tamil
guerrillas and terrorists groups continued o
have training facilities and bases there.

The Tamil separalist groups in Sri Lanka

all had their supporters among the political
parties of Tamil Nadu, the governmant and
opposition parties alike, each of whom was
determined to demanstrate that its commi-
tment to the Sr Lankan Tamil cause was
stronger than the other's. In locking themse-
lves into the poliics of S Lankan Tamil
separalist agiation, they were also drawn
into the fierce factionalism that was part of
the Sr Lankan Tamil poliical scene. None
of the Tamil Madu political parties could keep
the peace among the rival Sri Lankan Tarmil
graups whose internecine warfare often took
more Tamil lives than their frequent clashes
with the Sri Lankan forces. Tamil Nadu conti-
nued to senve three purposes: as a sa-
nctuary; as a base for fraining and supply
of arms; and as a source of funds, Thanks
to the support they had in and from Tarmil
Madu the Tamil separatist groups, and espe-
cially the LTTE and its ally the EROS group,
had become a formidable guerrilla force,
much stronger than their Indian mentors
thought they would ever be.

The LTTE was also helped by a decision
taken by the Sri Lanka government in July,
1985, as part of an understanding reached
with India, that its forces in the Jatina peni-
nsula would be kept within their barracks or
camps. Criginally this arrangement was to
last for two maonths, butit was later extended,
in response to Indian pressure, for three
months. The LTTE look advantage af this
to mine all the roads leading out of the camps
and proceeded thereafier to barricade them.
These makeshilt barricades were converled
into concrete bunkers. The result was that
the LTTE established effective control aver
the town of Jaffna if not the Jaffina peninsula
itself, since the Sri Lanka army’s movements
were seriously hampered thereafier by these
baricades. The units of the Sr Lanka army
stationed in the fort of Jatfna could only be
supplied by air.

The LTTE was emboldened by this shift
in the military balance to embark on a vigo-
rous campaign againstthe Sn Lankan forces,
and attacks on softer largets; as well as a
ruthless program of eliminating its Tamil
rivals, They seldom directed their attacks
against the security forcesin open confronta-
tions. Whey they did so their attacks were
generally easily repulsed. But one of the
consequences of such confrontations was
that quite often civilians were killed, sither
caught in the cross-fire or — on occasion —
by soldiers on the rampage seeking o ave-
nge the loss of their comrades in land-mine
blasts. The LTTE, for its part, began 1o
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choose easier and softer targets such as an
allack on the city ef Anuradhapara in May
1885 in which 150 civilians were killed, or
mare frequently thereafter on Sinhalese pea-
sants in the remaoter areas of the north-ce-
ntral and eastem regions. These attacks
became a major political embarrassment to
the govemment.

The internecing warfare between the se-
paratist groups reached jts peak between
September 1985 and April 1986. On 1 Septe-
mber 18985 the LTTE assassinated two TULF
stalwarts — two former MP's — who had,
unlike the bulk of the collaagues, continued
to live in Jaffna. It was a mave designed to
compel the TULF in Madras and elsewhere
lo loe the line, that is to say, to refrain from
signing the Delhi Accord,

The Sri Lanka government began to divart
an increasing proportion of its annual budget
to the expansion and equipping of its armed
farces, Along with it there was an escalation
of military action against the Tamil separatist
groups in the north and east of the island,
The Sr Lankan armed forces were now
betler equipped and better trained than befo-
re. Much ofthe training was done in Pakistan,
while small groups of Israelis and British
mercenaries honed the skills of special
counter-terrorist units in the army and police.

As clashes between the security forces
and the Tamil separalist aclivists became
more frequent and casuallies increased in
number India's mediatory role gave way to
a return to the Indira Gandhi policy of a
diplomatic offensive against Sr Lanka: thus
a propaganda campaign was launched
through its embassies and High Commi-
ssions abroad, accusing the govemment of
human rights violafions. Sri Lankan and
Indian diplomats clashed at the UN in New
York and Geneva, all part of a policy of
“moral” sanctions aimed at persuading Sri
Lanka to relurn to the bargaining table. The
Indian Embassy in Washinglon and the High
Commissions in Ottawa and London, in the
meantima, continuedto be centers of suppart
for Tamil separatist groups operatingin those
countries.

Had the Indian govemment been maore
sensilive to the Sri Lankan govemment's
difficullies, and made some unambiguous
and noticeable effortto stop the use of Indian
territory by the LTTE and others for their
military activilies, there may have been grea-
ler political suppont within S Lanka for a
resumplion of negotiations with the Tamil
groups, or greater readiness 1o stop military
aclion against the LTTE. The Sn Lankan
government had treated the Delhi Accord
initialled on 30 Apnl 19856 as an imporiant
step forward in reéaching a settlement with
the Tamil minarity, and described it as “a
reasonable basis for negotiation and sattle-
ment.”

Meitherihe TULF orthe other Tamil groups

had responded positively to the proposals in
the Delhi Accord, It ook several months of
negoliations with them by Indian officials
before the Indian govemment could send an
official delegation to Sr Lanka for further
discussions on possible adjusiments and
modifications of the Delhi Accord. By the time
the delegation arrived in Sri Lanka Bhandari
had left offiice. The delegation was led by a
Minister of State notin the Cabingt, P, Chida-
mbaram, a young (40 years at the time) Tamil
whoaspiredtoa Congress-based ieadership
of Tamil Nadu, and Natwar Singh, Rajiv
Gandhi's Minister of State for External
Affairs. The delegation arrived in Colombo
on 30 April 1986 and held very intensive talks
over the next five days. Theirarrival coincied
with the LTTE's massacre of the TELO |ea-
ders and the killing of Sri Sabaratnarm in the
course of this clazh,

Faor the first time since Indian meadiation
began in late 1983 the principal negotiators
for the Indian govermnment were politicians
and not bureaucrals or diplomats. On the
depariure of the Chidambaram delegation
on 4 May it was announced that “the S
Lanka government had agreed to make fu-
rther concessions beyond the terms of the
Delfji Accord.” The decisions reached onthis
occasion were published on 4 May 1986,

Bhandari's successor a5 Foreign Secreta-

Ty AP. Venkateswaran had much less ra-

pport with Rajiv Gandhi than had Bhandari,
and greatersympathy forthe Sri Lanka Tamil
cause.

He placed his trust in the TULF and virtua-
lly pushed them into taking the lead in nego-
tiations with the Sri Lanka government, The
TULF leaders living in exile in Madras, were
not unwilling to play the role that Venkate-
swaran had devised for them but they were
terrified at the prospect of antagonizing the
maore aggressive Tamil groups. Venkate-
swaran called representatives of these latier
groups to Delhl and persuaded them o let
the TULF iake the lead in the discussion with
the Sri Lankan govermment scheduled to be
held in Colombo later in the year,

Menkatzswaran hit upon the idea of giving
the Delhi Accord great acceptability 1o the
Tamils by using the Indian state system as
a model for Sri Lanka's devolutionary sche-
mes. He believed that this subtle but none-
theless significant transformation of the de-
volution package negotiated by Bhandari
would appeal to the TULF because it used
the Indian federal system as & model, while
it would be acceptable to President Jayewa-
rdene and his advisers because tha central
government in India was much more powe-
ful than in most faderalions, Basides there
was sufficient ambiguity In the refinement of
the Delhi Accord made by Venkateswaran
to allow for bargaining and give and take,
and for more compromise.

By the time the TULF arrived in Colombo

for negotiations with the Sr Lanka gove-
mment in June 1986, President Jayewarde-
ne had embarked on a new initiative, the
Palitical Parties Conference (PPC) at which
the Delhi Accord andthe changes initagreed
to by the two governments April 1986, would
be discussed. Once again the principal oppo-
sition party, the SLFP refused lo Join the
conference, but seven other parties, inclu-
ding the vocal but uninfluential parties of the
Marxist left participated. The TULF joined in
the discussion at the Political Parties Confe-
rence, bul even more important they had no
fewerthan 37 formal meetings with President
Jayewardene and his senior CGabinat Mini-
slers between 13 July and 26 August 1986,

The negotiations between the government
of Sri Lanka and the TULF, and the discu-
ssions and debales within the conference
continued over three months. In general the
conference endorsed the proposals submi-
tted for discussion by and through its commi-
liees, clarified some complex issues, and
idenlified potential points aof difficully and
ambiguities, all of which made it possible o
widen the scope of the powers conferred on
the provinces in the schemes of develution
submitted for discussion. These modifica-
lions and extensions were incorporated in
the proposals sent to India. in September
1986. They included dralt constitutional
amendments, a draft Provincial Councils bill,
schedules setting outthe "Reserved, Concu-
rent and Provincial” powers, as wall as
detailed memoranda dealing with law and
order, land and land setilement and educa-
tion. The subjects of finance and administra-
lion were discussed in detall but no final
agreement was reached. An official state-
ment to this efect was Issued by the Si
Lanka government on 26 November 1986,

It was widely recognized that there were
no insuperable difficulties in the way of rea-
ching agreement on the financial and admini-
strative aspects of the schema of devalution
thathad emerged from the discussions of the
FRC. The real difficulty lay in the fact that
the TULF and the Tamil separalist groups
in general continued to press for the creation
of a single regional unit encompassing the
norhem and easlem province as a Tamil
ethno-region. The Sr Lanka govermment
was unwilling to consider this, much less lo
concede it, because of its political implica-
tions. The ocpposition to this from large and
vocal sections of the Sinhalese would have
resulted in an extensive erosion of the gove-
mment's electoral base, leading inturn to a
rapid undermining of its stability.

There was alsoanother problem. Although
both governments were anxious to treat the
TULF as the main representatives of Tamil
opinien in Sri Lanka, it was evident thatthera
was an element of unreality in giving them
this status. By living in selfFimposed exile
they had cut themselves off from the Tamil
people, The separalist groups led by the



LTTE had filled the vacuum caused by the
TULF's abzence. The longer they stayed
away their chances of a political rehabilita-
tion were more of a chimera than they alrea-
dy were. Thus the negotiations with them
were exercises in fulility. The crux of the
problem that confronted the two gove-
mments was that the LTTE was in no mood
to accept anything short of a separale slate.
Mor wera they inclined fo respect the new
status conlerrad by the two govemments on
the TULF.

Throughout the second half of 1985 Indian
mediators were engagedina sustalned effort
to break the deadiock caused by the TULF's
insistence on the creation of a Tamil ethno-
-tegion linking the northem and eastern pro-
vinces, Venkateswaran came up with a pro-
pozal lo divide the easterm province into thres
units, one Muslim, cne Tamil and one Sinha-
lese, with the Tamil unit being linked to the
northern province by & narrow land carridar.
When this proposal won no support, least
of all from the Tamils, the Indian negotiatars
prevailed upon the S Lankan govemment
to consider the excision of the Sinhalese
parliamentary electorate of Ampara from the
Batticaloa district of the eastern province so
that the Tamil ethnic component there would
reach a level of parity with the other ethnic
groups. The LTTE, however, rejected the
formula as wholly unacceptable. Norwas the
Muslim minority who formed over 40 percent
of the population willing to accepl it

The proposals agreed to in September
1986 formed the basis of negoliations be-
tween President Jayewardene and Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi when they met in
Bangalora at the summit of the South Asian
Association for Regiopal Co-operation
(SAARC) on 17 and 18 Navember. Indian
officials were generally unhappy at letling
Rajiv Gandhi get involved in the minutae of
the negotiation process with the much more
experienced Sri Lankan president whose
grasp of the principles and details were much
greater than his, They had succeeded up lo
this point in keeping the negotiations under
their control, but now they could only watch,
apprehensively, as the two heads of gove-
rnment began and continued the discussions
on their own. These heads of govemment
negoliations were accompanied and follo-
wed by discussions at a ministerial level,

Rajiv Gandhi and his advisors wera also
engaged in frenetic negotiations to persuade
the rival Tamil separatist groups, and in
paricular the LTTE, to accept the proposals
that had emerged from several years of quist
diplomacy as the basis of a workable rame-
work of an honorable peace in Sri Lanka.
Most of these groups were willing to accept
these proposals or at least to give them a
try. The LTTE alone refused to do so.

The Indian government showed s di-
spleasura with the LTTE by impaosing restri-

ctions on Sri Lankan Tamil activists opera-
ting from Indian temitory. This was the first
time that such restrictions had beenimposed
despite Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's assu-
rances to President Jayewardene in Mew
Delhi in 1985 in that regard.

The progress made in the Bangalore di-
scussions owed a great deal to the personal
intervention of the two heads of govemment.
They agreed on a tentalive time-table for the
signing of an accord by the two countries in
January 1987. Chidambaram and MNatwar
Singh visited Colombo — their second visit
— on 24 Movember for further discussion
with President Jayewardene, an admission
that the fime-table forthe signing of an accord
had to be readjusied. The political future of
the eastern province remained the most
intractable problem. Mo headway was made,
in regard to this, on this occasion as well.
When President Jayewardene called a mee-
ting of Muslim organizations on 11 Dece-
mber to discuss the future of the eastem
province, their opposition to any merger of
the two provinces, or an excision of the
Amparal electorate, much less the Amparai
district, was made abundantly clear, Chida-
mbaram and MNatwar Singh visited Colomba
for the third time on 17 December for discu-
ssions with the Sri Lanka government. While
agreement was possible on all other issues,
this contentious problem defied selllement.
Mol a single group saw any positive advanta-
ge in it. Muslim MP's who met the leaders
of the Indian delegation expressed their firm
opposition to any changes in the boundaries
of the eastemn province or to linking it with
the nertham province.

Therewas noway oulof thisimpasse. The
Indian governmenl sought fo prevent Pra-
bhakaran, then cperating from Tamil Nadu,
from leaving India for Jafina. They succee-
ded in this until the beginning of 1987 when
Prabhakaran and the LTTE ideclogue Eala-
singham slipped across the Palk Strails to
the Jaffna peninsula to continue their fight
irom there. As expecled thelr retumn fo the
island marked the beginning of 2 mare acti-
vist and violent phase in the ongeing conflict
between the Tamil separatist groups and the
Sri Lankan forces.

In early 1387 the LTTE was believed to
be on the verge of making a unilateral decla-
ration of independence in the nodh of the
island, Treating this as a gravely provacative
move, the government sent troop reinforce-
ments into tha eastam and northern provi-
nces with instructions 1o clear these areas
of the LTTE and other separalist groups.
Contrary lo expectations, the LTTE did not
put up much of a fight. The LTTE's relreat
was anything but orderly. They fled to the
Jaffna peninsula,

The Indian government, apparantly much
perurbed by this turn of events, urged the
Sri Lankan government to abandon these

military moves and to continue with & search
for a political solution. In response to this,
the Sri Lankan govemnment offered a cease-
-fire for the duration of the national holidays
in April, The LTTE spumed this offer and
responded with the Good Friday bus massa-
cre where 130 people were killed by machi-
ne-gun fire on the road from Trincomalee to
Colombo, and their allies, the EROS group
followed it up with & bomb explosion in
Colombo's main bus station in which over
a hundred people were killed.

Faced with the prospect of a serjous ero-
sion of political support as a result of these
outages, the government decided to make
an atternpt lo regain control of the Jaiina
peninsula. “Operation Liberation,” which
began on 26 May 1887 in the Vadamara-
chehi division in the norih-eastern part of the
peninsula, was directed at preventing the
hitherto easy movement of men and mate-
riel from Tamil Madu. By the end of May Sri
Lankan forces had gained control of this
area. The LTTE, the most formidable Tamil
separalist group, had suffered a major se-
tback and in a region they had dominated
for a long time. It was this demonstration of
the LTTE's failure as a fighting force that
triggered off the chain of evenis that resulted
eventually in Indian military intervention in
Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict.

Althis point India moved swiftly to prevent
the caplure of Jafina by the Sr Lankan
forces. Thefirst move came from Tamil Madu
with a well-publicized monelary grant of
S5 3.2 million to the LTTE and its allies,
The Indian govemment, for its part, annou-
nced that it was sending shipments of food
and petroleum products to Jaffna, which, it
claimed, was facing a severe shortage of
these items through a blockade imposed by
the Sri Lankan forces. Despite the refusal of
the Sri Lankan govemment to accept this
offer, or concede the need for it, a first
shipment in a flotilla of about twenty Indian
fishing-vessels was dispatched on 3 June
1987 but was turmad back by the Sri Lankan
navy. When this happened, the Indian air
force in & blatant violation of international law
and of the Sri Lankan airspace dropped food
and medical supplies in Jafina en the follo-
wing day. All these actions constituted an
unmistakable demonstration of Indian su-
pport for the Tamil separatist movement in
Sl Lanka. The Indian supply offood to Jaffna
continued over the naxt few weeks by sea
with the farmal but clearly reluctant agree-
ment of the Sri Lankan government. The
result was that by the end of June, Inda-Sri
Lankan relations were mired in mutual recri-
mination and deep suspicion. And the
island's ethnic conflict seemed headed for
prolonged and debilitating deadlock. Howe-
ver, the LTTE had been saved from humilia-
tion by the intervention of India.

(To be Continued)



With Best Compliments

from

ICIB

Industrial & Commercial
Insurance Brokers (Pte) Ltd.

INSURANCE & REINSURANCE BROKERS

Our Specialist Services Include

* Complete & Indepedent Insurance Placement with all Insurers
* Efficient Claims Recoveries

* Risk Management Consultance

* Insurance Consultancies

* Financial Advice on Life Assurance

* Insurance Portfolio Management

Industrial & Commercial
Insurance Brokers (Pte Limited

80, Union Place (First Floor)
Colombo 2.

Tel: 328640, 438222, 438226
Telex: 22785 INSINT CE
Fax: 438134

An Associate Company of

FORBES & WALKER LIMITED




TheIndian Ocean Region: An Australian Perspective

Australia and the Indian Ocean Region

| am currently on an eleven day visit to
eight countries around the Indian Ocean,
| have just come from the Maldives; afier
leaving India, | will move on to Pakistan,
then Sri Lanka, the Seychelles, Madaga-
scar, South Africa and, finally, Mauritius,
Several years ago there would not proba-
bly have been any apparent unifying
rhyme ar reason to such a visit. Such a
visil would have been largely seen as
simply & collection of bilateral calls on a
number of friends who happen to live
around the same ocean. There would not
hava bean much to talk about with regard
to expanding ragional cooperation or,
even more grandly, building a regional
community.

Things are, as we all know, of course,
changing. There are many people who
live around the Indian Ocean now starting
to speak with a good deal of conviction
about the possibility of building meani-
ngful regional cooperation. In the past
year or so, many commeniators, paliti-
cians and academic experts have begun
to speak of Indian Ocean regionalism —
once a preserve of lonely Indian Ccean
reqional affairs scholars — in a key that
has neverquile been heard before, Some
have pul farward schemes for such coo-
peration, including a triangle of linkages
between our two countries and South
Africa. In an important first step at the
inter-governmental level two months ago,
Mauritius hosted a meeling of a small
group of officials from seven countries —
Australia, India, Kenya, Mauritius, Oman,
Singapore and South Africa — at which
broad agreement was reached to pursue
the whole guestion of regional economic
cooperation. [ am very enthusiastic about
the possibilities, for reasons | will spell out
in this address. One thing is clear from
the outset however: it is now very concei-
vable to plan and undertake such a visit
as a regional visit in its own right, and as
a visit with an organising and unifying
theme —Ihat of looking atways ofbuilding
an indigenous Indian Ocean region-wide
process of cooperation.

It is true that this area of the world, and
of diplomacy, has not hitherfo been the
focus of Ausiralia’s inlermational outlook,

which has been overwhelmingly focused
toournorh and east, ratherthanwest and
north-westacrossthe Indian Ocean. Ithas

been the Pacific Ocean and the regions

assogiated with it — South-East Asia,
North-East Asia, the South Pacific and
North America — that have commanded
our external attention. From one point of
view this is hardly surprising, given tha
economic, political and strategic importa-
nce of these regions to Australia — and
pernaps also the reality that the easi coast
is where Australia’'s population (and its
foreign policy establishment) is conce-
ntrated. However, Australla dogs have
real interests, actual and potential, in the
Indian Ocean, andin Scuth Asia paricula-
rly —and no less with India than, say, with
China.

Address by Senator the Hon.
Gareth Evans QC, Australian
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
India International Centre,
New Delhi, 19 May 1995

One should not, of course, exaggerate
the extent to which this region has in fact
been neglected by Australia. We had
extensive early contacts with the South
Asian sub-continent through the Imperial
link, and have had continuing links
through our mutual passion for cerain
Imperial sports; we were influential, in the
early years of post-colonial nationalism,
in establishing the Colombo Plan, one of
the firstand most successiul development
assistance schemes; we were active as
a mediator in the early stages of the
Kashmir dispule, when Sir Owen Dixaon,
Chief Justice of our High Court, aceepted
appeintment in 1950 as the United Na-
tions representative for India and Paki-
stan; we have maintained a close interast
in the concept of the Indian Ocean as a
Zone of Peace during the lang (and so
farfruitless) years of discussion under UN
auspices on that topic; and we have mai-
ntained good personal relations with
South Asian leaders — and a number of
others elsewhere in the Indian Ocean
islands and littoral —through the Commao-

nwealth, working very closely with India
in particular during the long years of ca-
mpaigning against apartheid, However, if
trade siatistics are any guide to the real
intensity of relationships, the facts speak
fortheirmodestselves: in 1993 Australia's
trade with India amounted to just § 1.3
billion — and with all South Asian cou-
ntries together constituted just $ 2 billion,
or 1.6 per cant of our total trada.

MNolwithstanding that, Australia is an
Indian Ccean nation, with considerable
strategic and commercial interests in the
region. Our trade with Indian Ocean cou-
ntries as a whole in 1994 constituled a
more sizeable § 17.1 billion, or 18.4 per
cent of our total trade. Our overall goal
in discussing and advancing Indian
Ocean regional policy is to ensure a stable
and more prosperous cooperative regio-
nal environment which provides the maxi-
mum scope for economic development
and trade, and where difficulties are reso-
Ived peacefully,

However, it has beendifficult for Austra-
lia {or any other state in the region, for
that matier) to bring any of its bilateral or
sub-regional Indian Ocean relationships
within a supportive regional institutional
framewark. Part of this comparative ne-
glect of the concept of Indian Ocean regio-
nal policy and regional institution-building
— an our part, no less than on that of
others — is due to the fact that the Indian
Ocean region is so diffuse. The once
‘British lake® contains. around it now a
score or more of new states with little or
no apparent natural contemporary cohe-
sion. It contains, moreover, a variety of
sub-regions. ls ethnic, cultural and reli-
gious diversity is extraordinary, as is its
economic disparity, not least when one
extends the region — as one should —
to the Gulf littoral. It contains sovereign
states ranging in size from India with over
800 milion people, to Seychelles with
fewer than 80,000 pecple. Economies
range in size from over $ US 250 billion
for our two countrigs, to lessthan § US
400 million for the Maldives and Comaras,
Income levels range from $ US 15,000 per
capita In Australia and the United Arab
Emirates to less than $ US 250 in Moza-
mbique, Tanzania, Madagasear and Ba-
ngladesh.
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There have alsa sometimas arisen, fo
be frank, sharp differences of view around
the littoral on a range of international
issues, including to do with global and
regional peace and security. By and large,
the various sub-regions around the litioral
— Sputhem Africa, East Africa and the
Hom, the Guil littoral and the Arabian
Peninsula, South Asia, the Indian Ocean
portion of South East Asia and, of course,
Australia — have looked totend their own
affairs in the Indian Ocean region.

Indian Ocean Regional Cooperation:
A Brief History

Before coming to whalever modemn
dynamics there may be to suppaort regio-
nal cooperation in such a diffuse region,
we ought to remind curselves that Indian
Ocean regional cooperation has also qui-
te ancient foundations. For at least 4,000
years, the Indian Ocean has been the
scene of a thriving network of trade and
people-to-people links which, for many
centuries, gave it a distinct regional ide-
ntity, The world's eariest urban civilisa-
tions in the Middle East, the Gulf littoral
and South Asia were linked by sea-borme
commerce. Thernse of numerous empires
acied as calalysts for the often rapid
growth of frade and a complex natwork
of maritime trade routes which linked he
Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean littoral
and the westerm edge of the Pacific. Follo-
wing this trade, peoples, ideas and beliefs
spread throughout the Indian Ocean, lea-
ding io a cross-ferilisation of cultures.
Indead, before the arrival of Europeans
in the late fifleenth century, the economic,
political and cultural world of the Indian
Ocean was largely self-sustained and
inter-woven, The major stimuli for human
movement and economic activity came
from within the region, and South Asian
and Middle Eastern merchant diasporas
spread from Mozambique to southern
China.

As we gl know, increasing European
economic penetration — spurred on by
European commercial interest, which had
changed by the eighteenth century from
demand for relatively small quantilies of
the exotic (spices and peppers, for insta-
nce} to demand for large guantities of
goods for mass consumption (particularly
lexliles and tea) — combined with the
decline of indigenous military power and
the rise of great power rivalry to make the
Indian Ocean an arena for European co-
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mpetition. This led to varous European
powers carving out terrtorial empires in
the Indian Ocean regicn. Age-old sources
for seli-sustained economic activities
were eroded as the region was integrated
into the world economy, and Indian Ocean
econamigs were resfructured according
io exira-regional economic dynamics,
most often as peripheral suppliers of raw
materials for theindustrialised areasofthe
Morth. This tended to fragment any regio-
nalism that might olherwise have existed
during the colonial period.

After the Second World War, superpo-
wer rivalry was, for many decades, a
persistent feature of the Indian Ocean
strategic environment, and inhibited the
evolution of cooperative regional arrange-
menis, security-related and otherwise.
The Indian Ocean was, in the Cold War
years at least, conceived by everyone
almostentirely in geo-stralegicterms.This
was because it lies al the slralegicinlerse-
ction of three continents; its undervaler
topography is ideally suited for localing
submarine-based  strategic  nuclear
systems (at least those in service from the
1960s to the early 1980s); the bulk of the
Westarn warld's proven oil resources
were, and are slill, located in recesses of
its littoral; and its surface waterways ca-
rried, and still carry, the sirategic raw
malerials and trade products of much of
the industrialised world, For all these rea-
sons, the Indian Ocean was accorded
fundamental geo-strategic imparlance
during the Cold War. Due to their respecti-
ve locations, a particularly significant
status devolvad upon many of the islands
and sometimes the tarritories within the
region — for example Djiboutl, Beunion,
Socotra off Yemen, and, of course, lhe
British Indian Ccean Territary: Diego Ga-
rcia has been particularly important since
the 1970s to the United Stales’ slrategy
in South-West Asia, in terms of equipment
pre-positioning, logistics, transportation
and communicalions.

During this time — prior to 1968 with
the British presence "East of Suez”, and
subsequently with a growing US military
presence aimad, initially at least, at ofise-
tling Soviel ambilions in the region —
Australia comforiably accepted the
balance-of-power model of security in the
Indian Ocean region, notwithstanding our
support for 8 Zone of Peace in the mid
1970s and subseguently. Paricularly

under Labor's predecessor consenvative
govarnment, Australiatendedio seainthe
Indian Ocean instability and threat. In the
wake of the Sovietinvasion of Afghanistan
in 1979, then Prime Minister Malcolm
Fraser sought to attract greater US securi-
ty interest in our strategic circumstances
in the region: as is well known, although
the offer was not taken up, his Gove-
rnment offerad Cockburn Sound in We-
stern Australia as a homeport for United
States paval vessels at a time when the
United Siates was formulating its concept
of a Rapid Deployment Force capable of
intenvention in the Indian Ocean littoral.

The Cald War enviranment created a
stalemate with regard to creative thinking
about regional cooperatian. This condition
is wall illustrated by the protracted nego-
tizlions over the Indian Ocean Zone of
Peace (IOZOF) proposal, which have
been parily due to the difficulty in actually
defining the Indian Ocean “"zone", but
mora lo the absence of any real conse-
nsus about basic objectives. The IOZ0OP
proposal dates back to ideas originaling
in 1864 and to a conference of non-ali-
gned states in Lusaka in 1970, which
adopted at the urging of Sri Lanka (then
Ceylon) a declaration calling upon all
states to exclude from the Zone "great
power rivalries and competition”. The
Whitlam Labor Government took a positi-
ve view of the initiative, and ensured our
presence in the forums established lo
considerit, Today, the UN Ad Hoc Commi-
ttee, established in 1973 lo consider the
propasal, is na nearerits goal. While it has
continued to meet, ithas been stalemated
by the withdrawal from its deliberations of
all Western states except Australia (we
remain a vice-chair), and by differeances
of substantive views (often concealed wi-
thin procedural arguments) amang regio-
nal states.

Other regional consultative processes
which have emerged more recently are
thin on the ground, and narrowly focusad.
There is no broad, inclusive grouping. The
cne regional consultative body embracing
all of the major South Asian countries —
the South Asian Association for Reglonal
Cooperafion (SAARC) — does not have
dialogue relationships with any outside
countries, unlike the situation with dialo-
gue partners in the ASEAN Post Ministe-
rial Conference, the Asia Pacific’s most
important political discussion body, out of



which has recently emerged the ASEAN
Regional Forum. This does not make
SAARC suited for carrying forward broa-
der, Indian Ocean-wide agendas,
although its eritical importance in enha-
ncing regional cohesionin and around the
sub-continent is value enough. Perhaps
developing dialogue relationships is so-
mething the countries of South Asia might
wish fo censiderin future, particularly now
that SAARC has gathered new mome-
ntum this year by acting to give substance
and elfect to its Praferential Trading Ama-
ngement (SAPTA) by the end of 1995.

The Indian Ocean Commission (IQC),
formed in 1982 as a result of a conference
in Mauritius with the genaral aim of foste-
ring economic development through re-
gional Cooperation, has a membership
confined to the island entities of Mauritius,
Madagascar, Seychelles, Comoros and
Heunion. Whatever its early hopas may
have been, it has notbroadenad its reach
and capacity to carry forward a region-wi-
de agenda. The Indian Ccean Marine
Affairs Cooperation Council (|OMAC) was
initiated by Sri Lanka in 1985 and formally
established in 1920 to provide a frame-
work for dealing with maring resource,
science and enviranment issues: six cou-
ntries are now formal mambers (Sri La-
nka, Pakistan, Mozambique, Kenya, Indo-
nesia, and Mauritius), but IOMAC has
been slow to gather momentum, and it is
not yet clear that it is an idea whose time
has come.

The Basis for New Forms of Regional
Cooperation in the Indian Ocean

So the tradition of formalised regional
cooperation is rather modest, There have
been a number of recent changes, howe-
ver, both in the region and externally, that
may make the development of an Indian
Ocean regional dialogue more of a pro-
spect now than it has been in the past.
The emergence of the global economy
and the global market-place means that
the Indian Ocean region will not return to
some Kind of ancient economic self-suffi-
ciency and internal cohesion. However,
the economic ravival and dynamism
apparent in some regional economigs
{(conspicuously correlated with the spread
of market economic forces) and manifest
potential for growth in intra-regional trade
and commercial interaction — coupled
with the removal of Cold War-inspired

influences upon the region — is encoura-
ging an emergence of interes! in regional
cooperation.

Three developments are particularly
significant. First, the ending of the Cold
War and attendant superpower rivalry has
clearly removad a significant obstacle to
intra-regional cooperation. Secondly,
since 1891 India has embarked on an
impressive program of reform and ope-
ning of its economy lo oculside participa-
tion. And thirdly, South Africa has been
welcomead back into the international co-
mmunity as a democratic stale and a
potentially important regional player. Ce-
fainly the sense of community among

the Indian Ocean littoral and island states
is sfill weak when compared, for example,
lo the economic and other ties that draw
the countries of the Asia Pacific together,
and the continuing difficulty of developing
a dialogue on economic, security or any
other issues in the Indian Ocean region
should not therefore be underestimaled.
Mevertheless, the prospects are now be-
iter than at any time since the end of Warld
War |l for developing, in a low-key way,
Indian Ocean cooperation, and it would
be appropriaie forinhabitants of the region
to now start exploring more aclively what
might be possible in this respect.

(To be cantinued)

LETTER

J. R.’s Challenge

J.R.haschalenged Prasident Kumara-
tunga to contest him in “an island-wide
election” on the acceptability of her inte-
rview with “Ingia Teday”. An election, as
every school child knows, is to an office
or seat in some public body. What J. R.
is really seeking is an opinion poll and he
does not need to challenge the president,
he can hold one himsell. However, having
regard 1o the manner in which he condu-
ctad the famous referendum there will be
the guestion of how much credence an
opinion pollconducted by himwould recei-
VE.

Heplying the president's reported cha-
racterisation of him as “the dirtiest of
politicians" J. H. has said: "If | am the
dirtiest of politicians how did | win many
nation-wide elections? The U.N.P. under
my leadership did notlose a singleisland-
wide election™.

This statement cannot be left unanswe-
red. There is a clear and simple reason
why the LLN.P. under J. R. did not lese
a single island-wide election: J. B. did not
hold a single parliamentary general
election in the eleven years and more
he was in power.

You cannot lose elections that do not
take place.

J. R. waon the 1982 presidential election
having first taken the precaution of depri-
ving his most charismatic rival, Mrs. B. of
her civic rights. He also immobilised her

ables!t political adviser, Felix Dias, by de-
priving him, too, of his civicrighis. To make
assurance doubly sure, emergency laws
were passed making it an offence far
persons deprived of their civic rights from
5o much as supporting any candidale at
the presidential polis. Winning the prasi-
dential election in this way can be compa-
red to beating Muhammed Aliin the boxing
ring having first shackled him hand and
foot and blindfolded and gagged him. It
was not a parformance (o be proud of.

As far the referendum, which, too, J. B.
won, it was according to the Commissio-
ner of Eleclions, characterised by mass
impersonations and thuggery. Guns were
brandished in polling booths by U, N, P,
politicians and presidiing officers threate-
ned.

J. B. held both the presidential election
and the referendum underemergency law
in contrast to the 1877 general election
which was under the normal law. Mrs. B.
lifted the emergency long before the ele-
ction.

If someone were seeking to substan-
liate tha statement president is reported
to have made about J. R, he could scarce-
Iy have dane better than to cite these two
deplorable “victories" which he won, One
is bemused to find them cited by J. R. in
his own cause!

Fiayal Gamage
Calombo 4,
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Sri Lankan Farmers Vs. Structural Adjustment

Kalinga Seneviratne

Australian journalist Kalinga Senevi-
ratne writes from Sri Lanka’'s rice
farming heartland in Galgamuwa on
how Sri Lankan farmers are mobili-
sing to challenge the IMF's structural
adjustment policies.

he election of President Chandrika

Kumaratunga and her Peoples Allia-
nce (PA) government has injected a new
lease of life inta this rice farming heartland
of Sr Lanka. Although farmers here ope-
nly express disappointment at the lack of
action by the six-month old government
to help solve their problems, their anger
is increasingly been directed at the Inle-
rnational Monetary Fund (IMF).

This area encompasses the ancient
Sinhalese kingdoms of Anuradhapura
and Polonnaruwau, during which period
Sri Lanka with its advanced hydraulic
irfigation system was known as the 'Grai-
nery of the East’. Today, the farmers here
are fighting a do or die battle to make a
living off the land. Thanks to the 'Green
Revolution® and mare recently the IMF's
structural adjustment programme (SAF),
the rice farmers hera are coming under
increasing pressure to give uprice farming
and transfer to cash cropping like ghe-
rkins, peanuts and tobaceo for the export
market, Bul, Tarmers are now guestioning
the advice given to them by local agricuttu-
ral officers and their forsign advisers, and
are beginning fo tum to the traditional
farming of their ancestors in a bid to
survive.

‘The agricultural policies forced on the
government by the IMF and the World
Bank have brought farmers to a stage
where they hate farming' says Piyasiri
Bulumulla, director of the non-gove-
mment Mational Development Founda-
tion's (MDF) district development progra-
mme here. Theyare being taughtthatrice
farmingis not profitable foday in SriLanka,
because, they can't take the type of ha-
rvest they used io take from one acra of

Kalinga Senaviratne is a Sr Lankan-bom Austra-
lian joumalist, broadcaster and media reseacher.
He writes for the Inter-Press Service (IPS) news
agency and teaches Development Journalism at
the University of Technology, Sydney.

land. So government officials and advi-
sers tell them to grow other crops which
could be exporied and thus be more
profitable’.

Bullumuilla argues that rice farming is
not profitable here because the gove-
mment has systematically withdrawn
aszsistance traditionally given o farmers
and points out that thousands of acres of
land which were earmarked for rice culti-
vation under the Mahaveli development
programme has now been turned over lo
foreign fransnational companias (TNCs)
to grow gherkins for export. Even scme
rice fields have been converted io gherkin
plantations.

It is not the lack of water thatis the main
problem for farmers in the area, bul the
increasing costof farminputs like fediliser,
seeds and peslicides. The prices for
these are always going up and in additian,
people who used to have bulls to work
in the farms don't have them anymore.
They have been taught to use tractors,
the hiring costs of which increase from
season to season' Bulumulla explains,
adding that a major reasen for farmers'
dissillusionment has been the withdrawal
of government assistance in marketing
their produce.

In 1993, 11 farmers innearby Pollenna-
ruwa commilted suicide because they
could not pay back their debts after selling
their harvest. This was a reflection of the
previous United National Party (UNP) go-
vernment's ruthless suppression of any
dissent to their IMF inspired agricultural
policies. Over the last few years many
farmers have been arrested and some
have disappeared or have been murde-
red.

Thus it is now left to the poor farmers
to fend for themselves. In Maliyadevapu-
ra, a remote farming hamlet about 20
kilometeras from Galigamuwa, the local
Janodhaya (peoples awakening) group
has setup a callectioncenlrain the village
to collect the produce and take it to the
town for sale. “What we did here was that
we collected all the produce of the local
farmers and gave them a receipt showing
that we collected se many kilos of rice or
chillies or whatever. Then we took it to

town and sold in the open market and
gave money to the farmer’ explained M.G.
Wijeratne, a member of the group. Their
example of how ta save the farmer from
the middlaman has encouraged other fa-
rmers in the area to form associations.
‘There's already 9 such groups and very
soon it will grow to 25 or 30° predicts
Wijeratne.

However, Sarath Wickremaratne, Pro-
gramme Officer of the Sri Lankan arm of
Community Aid Abroad (CAA — an
Australian NGO grassroot development
aid agency — doesn’t believe that the rural
farmer could succeed in the long run
without government assistance. ‘Howe-
ver much the farmers mobilise to store
their produce and fetch a better price later,
the guestion arises at some stage as {o
whera to sell it. Without govemment inte-
rvention | can't see a solution to the fa-
rmars problems. This | think is the reality
in the Third World' he says.

Meanwhile the NDF and the CAA have
also opened up another frantin the mobili-
sation of the rice farmers, They are intro-
ducing them to organic farming techni-
gues. While Wickremaratne admits that
getting farmers to take up organic farming
i5 like rehabilitating a drug addict, they
have nevertheless met with some rema-
rkable success judging by farmers' respo-
nse to a pilot training scheme introduced
by them recantly.

G.K. Upawansa, founder of the Eco
Conservalion Organisation (ECO) and the
holder of a postgraduate degres in agricu-
lture, conducts a three day and one waek
training programmes for farmers, at his
model organic farmin Nawalapitiya in the
cenlral hill country. ‘Whatwe havelearned
for generations, we wanl {o apply it back
in the field' he explains.,

During the last two years, assisted by
CAA funding, Upawansa has trained aver
athousand people. ‘We train from farmers
rightupto professors' he says, adding ‘The
number of professars who visit our farm
has improved... for instance, the head of
a lraining institute once said, that he still,
cant understand why they are teaching
what is being done in other countries'.
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Malkanthi Puthiranage, a university trai-
ned Plant Quarantine Officer with the
Department of Agriculture, is now a co-
nvert to organic farming. She spends her
weekends and other holidays with the
ECO, training farmers in organic plant
proteclion lechniguas. "We have found
over 35 natural pesticides in this area and
in any forest area in Sr Lanka, at least
4 or 5 of these grow naturally’ she says.

Since farmers have been used to che-
mical fertilisers and pesticides, Puthirana-
ge says that it is difficult to turn them
around straight away. Also, you have to
be careful that once they start to use
organic farming methods, their harvesls
are not reduced. 'lf that happens, the
farmers may not accept arganic farming,'
she warns,

The farmers of Kellesiyabalawa, ano-
ther rural hamlet nearby are taking up
organic farming in a big scale after taking
part in the pilot training project. ‘One of
the reasons for taking up organic farming
was ihe costs of chemical feriliser and
also the devastation of the soil’ said D.M.
Kamnaratne, the President of the local
Janodhaya group. ‘We have beenintrodu-
ced towhatis called modem methods bul
these are really underdeveloped me-
thods. Mow we find that the methods used
by our ancestors were more advanced'.

‘After we have learmed about how our
ancestorsfarmedthe land, whattheyused
for farming, now we think that what we
have been made to believe is a myth'
added fellow Janodhaya member A.G.
Jayatileka. ‘We use chemical fertiliserand
pesticides and poison the sail. If we don't
go back to our ancestors’ methods we will
ourselves end up in the soil soon'.

Jayatileka pointed out that last year,
farmers in the area had to abandon acres
and acres of chilie plantations because
no pesticide could kill the pests, The
reason is too much pesticides’ he says,
adding that every time a new pest
appears, they find a new pesticide for it
in the market. Observingthatthe chemical
companies introduces a new product
even before the pest arrives he says: 'We
are beginning to suspect a conspiracy
now'.

Jayatileka and his fellow farmers are
now convinced that the Green Revolution
technologies and the Mahavell develo-
pment scheme have only helped to de-
stroy the self-reliant economic system
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their ancestors have built up. 'Not only
economic, there’s been no social develo-
pment either obzerved Karunaratne, ‘but
one thing is cartain, the traders here have
developed. Atthe end of every seasonwe
see them buying 10 to 12 trucks. That's
the money we should have got’

Talking to farm groups in the area, itis
clear that many of them have begun to
realise that for their longterm survival they
need to make themselves less dependant
on chemical inputs. The transnational co-
rporations (THNCs) which sell these to the
farmers have got a good network of local
agents and they advertise heavily on rural
radio and even on national television. The
field officers of the agriculture depariment
have become de-facio agents of these
companies as well, But the increasingly
paliticised farmers are now tying their
cows in their own gardens at night to
collect the cowdung for fertiliser. They are
growing more of the compost producing
irees which they used to cut and burn
before.

In the first budget of the PA government
in February the feriliser subsidy was redu-
ced. When asked how this will affect their
livelihood, local farmer Wijeratne who is
a recent convert to organic farming said:
‘They can raise the fariliser price further.

There's no problem at all. Now we have
realised that we have encugh fertiliser of
our own on our land.”

‘To hear farmers say this is a big victory
for us’ says Wickremaratne, who argues
thatthe main reason forthisis thatfarmers
can no langer afford the chemical inputs
andthey are locking for alternatives. 'Rea-
Iy this is not a new direction, its really
going back to their traditional practices’.

‘We have more or less shaken the
country within two years' claims Upawa-
nasa and predicts, ‘in another two years
time, it is the agrculture we promote that
will be adopted in Sri Lanka'.

Wickremaratne agrees thatthere's now
a whole popular movement of paoples
associations working towards the goals of
collective action in the rural farming se-
clor. But, if the PA government is not able
to deliver on their election promises —
which would mean challenging some of
the IMF policies — Wickremaralne is wo-
rried that this mobilisation may tum info
a violent agitation against the gove-
rment, as that which occurred with the
JVP uprising in the South in'the 1988-89
period, resulling in over 60,000 deaths.

— T. W, N. Fealuras
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PEOPLE, POWER AND POLITICS (3)

Politician — Heal Thyself!

Dayalal Abeysekera

e would like to propose that

the MPs take at lzast two of these
seven days to visit on site the more impo-
rtant development initiatives and have
dialogue with the people who are either
affected or benefitted by such initlatives,
Once again, a5 wide a coverage over
mass media should be given to such
dialogue with a view to encouraging the
guestioning spirit and reinforcing the very
essence of civic sociely. These nine-mo-
nthly provingial sessions of the NP should
serjously think of having a mabile national
secretariat running concurrently where all
ministries/departments are raprasented
and the people of that province could get
their matters attended to.

Provincial Peoples’ Commissions

It is also proposed that a continuously
sifting commission be constiluted in each
province of professionals of high calibre
who will represent the people's will and
volce. Each recagnized palitical party ha-
ving at least one RP within the provincial
council will be eligible to nominate a maxi-
mum of four commissioners who will be
drawn for their proven expertise in diffe-
rent fields of activities as well as for their
record of public service. Some effor
should be made o ensure that there is
an ethno-linguistic balance between the
commissioners nominated and the popu-
lations senved by them. The commission
must have the capacity to function, trili-
ngually in each province, The commissio-
ners will have a dual role to perorm. The
people will be entitled to bring up their
grievances of both an individual and so-
cial'communal nature which will be prese-
nied by the commission to both the bu-
reatcracy as well asthe palitical machine-
ry which will demand attention within a
specified period. The second, and pe-
rhaps the more important role of these
commissionersis to function as a pro-poor
think cum action tank. The reservoir of
grisvances of the people could funclion
as potential stimuli fordelving in-depthinto
the sources of these communily-based
grisvances and they will be expected to
formulate practicable solutions to elimina-
te them. Through their closerlinks with the
political parlies, these proposed solutions
should necessarily find its way into subse-
quent development agenda,

A special duty that will be performed by
these commissioners will be a nine
monthly critical review of the full gamut of
development initiatives undertaken within
the province. This will be presented over
all possible mass-media as a develo-
pment dialogue and forum and will be
timed to cccur one week befare the NP
will conduct their nine-monthly sessions
in a particular province. This could provide
valuable base material for the MPs fo
press for action and redress at the highest
levels of power.

Locating Ministries Provincially

Yet another heretical proposal we
would make is in terms of locating the
ministries. Until now, all Ministries In inde-
pendent Sri Lanka have been situated in
and around Colombo, Personally, this
writer does not see why the ministries
should not be dispersed through out the
nine provinces. After all, these institutions
are meant to serve the people and people
do live in all nine provinces of the |sland.
(Why =should it be that the residents of
Jaffna, Matara or Monaragala have
always to come to Colombo to get their
matters attendad while the resident of
Colombo is always spared of this long
joumey from home?) With the NP in a
cantinual state of mobility, and each mini-
sterhavingtonurse his particular electora-
te (just like any other RPY), it is vital that
in addition to performing his/her ministerial
duties, s/he be given areasonable chance
to work in hisfher electorate as well. Thus,
wa propose that the ministries falling
under the purview of any minister be
situaied in that province from which s'he
hails. Likewise, the entire bureaucracy
associated with each ministry will have to
be resident within that particular province.
I de not see much of a problem in this since
all (most ?) publicservants arein atransfe-
rable state. This will at least push the
power elite of the country to be mindful
of differential development situalions in
these provinces and bring in the necessa-
ry political and bureaucratic will to bear
upon pressure points of action. When
these elite begin to experience on a fi-
rsthand basis the pot-holed roads, lack of
teachers, buildings, equipment in schools
for their children, scarcity of medicines,
doclors and paramedical personnel in
provincial/rural hospitals, lack of teleco-

mmunication facilities, pipe-borne water,
inadequale sanitation facilities etc., the
provinces are bound to reap a bountiful
harvest of improvement in these areas
due to the direct intervention of these elite
on a personal basis.

Mational Panel of Professional
Expertise

Another commenly heard lament dire-
cted at the current state of political affairs
in the country is the relative nen-utilization
of vast reservoirs of human resource pote-
niial available within the country, More
specifically, why aren't the professional
experlise available within the country ha-
rnessed lo conceive, formulate, plan and
implement pro-poor development initiati-
ves in a people and environment friendly
manner? Similar to what we proposed at
the provincial level, we propose the esta-
blishment of a bank of such professional
experiise at the national level as well who
will function on call, as and when one's
area of expertise is called into focus. The
proposal is that each political party with
at least two RPs in provincial councils
nominale a professianal of high calibre
with a proven near-impeccable public se-
rvice record for each of the ministerial
subjects dealt by the cabinet. For insta-
nca, if a particular ministry is irrigation,
power and highways, then, thera should
be three professionals selected by each
of the qualifying political parties for each
of the subject areas. These professionals
can be nominated from within the public
service, the corporate or private sector,
the judiciary, foreign service, armed servi-
ces or from those currently enjoying refire-
ment. If they are currently in some situa-
tion of employment, such a person's
employer will release the professional
concemed to the nation on a full-time
basis (no pay leave) with no prejudice to
the individual concemed for the entire
duration of a paricular assignment. Du-
ring the period of assignment, the state
will provide a good honorarium to the
professionals. If any political party would
like to oppose the nomination of a paricu-
lar candidate on bona fide grounds, thay
should file a case in an appropriate court
offaw and seekadjudicationon the matter.
It will be obligatory on the part of the courds
to deliver judgement on the matter within
one month of filing the case.
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Thus, if a particularissue is on irrigation,
for example, and there are seven political
parties qualifying to nominale professio-
nals in a particular parliament, there will
be seven experis looking into the issue
from as many angles as possible. If a
particular issue demands expertise from
several disciplines, the nead of the nation
is to ba fulfilled. The cabinet will set the
terms of reference and a reasonable time
period for undertaking investigations into
the issue. At the penullimate stage of
deliberations, the panel of professionals
will be called upon to present their reco-
mmendations and a debate should ensue
among the professional vis-a-vis their
paoints of disagreement over as many of
the mass media. The final recommenda-
tions should look into the reconciliation of
poinis of divergence and dissenting notes
to any aspecis of the final report are o
be encouragedif consensus Isimpossible
to achieve. The professional nominated
by the party in power will function as the
chairperson and should strive to obtain a
consensus an any point of disagreement.
When this appears impractical, she
should formulale the optimal consensus
and request the dissenters lo provide
appropriale notes 1o be appended to the
final report, The NP is expecled to give
serious recognition to these recomme-
ndations and the points of dissent and
provide legal stature to these in the best
interest of the nation.

Continuity of Supportive Role Played
by Pradeshiya Sabhas in the Devolu-
tionary Process

What of the Pradeshiya Sabhas? We
feel that in the general thrust towards
ushering self determination for the habitat
(gramarajyaya), the Pradeshiya Sabhas
(PSs) will have a definite role to perdform
as it could further the devolution process
of decision making and implementation.
However, the PSs should further sire-
ngthen the mobilization process of diffe-
rent ethno-linguistic and religious grou-
pings as well as that of economic interest
groupings. Provincial council electorates
should not overlap across PSs and the
RPs within the geographic area of a PS
should coalesce to work in cooperation
with each other to tackle the common
problems in the area. A PS seat should
also not overlap across a pravincial cou-
ncll electorate and we propose that there
be 5 PS seats within a provincial council
electorate, with approximately
3,000-4,000 voters to each seat. The BRP
and 5 PS members will be expected to
function as the political core of change
agents within the electorate and should
strive their utmost to bury the petty party
differences among themselves and work
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towards the general betterment of their
constituents.

Definite mechanisms for the allocation
of funds to the PSs should be worked out
in respect of worked out development
plans, The same residence, age and ge-
nder critefia we have proposed earlier
should prevail in respect of granting nomi-
nalions to contest PS seats, The elections
to the PSs should be timed o occur after
2 years from the date of elections of the
provincial councils and scheduled to take
place after the nearest recall opticn has
been exercised. Since the tenure of both
the provincial councils and that of the PSs
are four years, the timing of PS elections
thus could be viewed as a kind of national
referendum on the two years' performa-
nce of the party in power. This could
provide valuable inputs for a concerned
gavernment to effect midcourse corre-
clions.

Of Perks etc.

Perks for the represantatives should be
al the very minimum and at all times be
determined on the functional necessity of
each proposal. In respect of transport, for
instance, wa would be unable to reco-
mmend more than a motor eycle for a PS
member, a pick-up for a AP and a Pajero
be considered anly in the case of an MP.
The member of a PS5 has to serve a
resiricted constituency of no more than
4,000 people and an RP, no more than
20,000 voters. The latter's official trave-
lling is maostly restricted to within the ele-
clorate and on a monthly basis to the
provingial council. Itis the 50 MPs and the
PM who will have to trave| island-wide at
least on a monthly basis and hence, 51
4-wheel drive pajeros. Interest-free lcans
should be provided to each of thesa repra-
sentatives to purchase one's vehicle of
eligibility at duty-free price levels and
installments deducted monthly on their
pay sheets so that by the end of each
one's tenure of four years, they would
have paid back at least 75 percent of the
c.if. value of the vehicle. The balance
could be paid outright or else paid in 12
equal monthly installments whereupon
the true ownership will be transierred to
the person cancermed. I any represantati-
ve ceasas lobecome one due to the recall
option being exercised by the people, the
vahicle will automatically revert backtothe
govemment stores andthe representative
paid back the monies deducted against
the vehicle on his pay sheel. An adequate
fuel and vehicle maintenance allowance
should also be provided. Sale of such
vehicles purchased underthis schemea will
not be possible until true ownership is
obtained.

The bureaucracy too will be provided
appropriate vehicles under a similar sche-
me. Vehicie eligibility will be pre-determi-
ned according to functional necessity and
respaonsibility attached to the position held
and an inlerest-free loan provided which
will be fully deducted on the pay sheet
within a maximum period of 8 years. Depa-
riments should possess an adequate pool
of appropriate vehicles which will be mobi-
lized on the necessity of the terrain that
neads to be covered on an individual
visitation basis.

Chances of Success for Adoption of
‘Heretical' Proposals

What are the realistic chances of these
herelical proposals being adopled? If wa
are to take stock of the power wielded by
the elite whether they be of the palitical,
bureaucratic, mercantilist, religious or of
any other dimension of valid social status,
the unequivocal answer would be that
these proposals are doomed to a still birth.
Cne can hardly find a social interest group
commandeering powerof any social signi-
ficance committing altruistic suicide on the
alter of social justice. But hope springs
eternal in the human breast. The faintest
of that glimmer of hope lies in the fact that
though standing as the most unorganized
sub-sector of society, the large majority
of the people whose basic human rights
are ridden rough shod over are the most
lethal force in history that has precipitated
changes of dramatic and significant statu-
re. Undoubtedly these upheavals have
been few and far between. The guastion
in our mind is whether at least a few
‘enlightened’ elite will parform a historic
role and give leadership to this social
cleansing which is, to say the least, ove-
rdue. While most of us talk glibly of empo-
werment in the economic realm, we live
in a blatantly repressive environment
when we scrutinise our political instifu-
tions, especially in terms of the funclional
operationalization of these processes.
With politics assuming the role efthe most
crtical instrument of individual and socie-
tal liberation within the context of the
developing world, the rhetoric that most
of us indulge in the day-to-day gesticula-
tions assume cynically pathetic propo-
rlions of self-deception. The cardinal gue-
stion is If we have among any of our elits,
a hard core of self-analytical dynamism
whichis capable afstandingupinthe cpen
and challenge all and sundry to judge
them for their pedormance rather than
hide behind the veneer of what they have
inherited. Proponents of many a heretical
thought have also been incurabla opti-
mists. Perhaps this writer is no exception
to the rule.



It is the basic cantention of this writer
that the violence that has consplcuously
escalated during the course of the last
three decades is a joint funclion of the
growth in aspirations on the one hand
coupled withthe growthinthe non-realiza-
bility of same. These two potentially no-
n-reconcilable processes give rise to a
percaption of denial of what is legitimatealy
due. Within a developmental context
where no magic wands are available to
be waved and utterances of abracadabra
are incapable of unleashing the ganie of
mass prosperity, a more promising option
to prevent a holocaustic catastrophe of an
explosive kind is to bring in as many of
those who feel hamstrung by the 'denial
syndrome’ within a sincere embrace of
paricipatory social justice. Thare just
might be a fighting chance of success for
an equally potant perception of conscie-
ntious parficipation to overcome the de-
structive forces of fission unleashed by a
devastaling perception of denial. It is this
optimism that we would like to belabour
in the interests of a smoolher transition

of our society which appears to be almost
at a point of no return.

The solution to the current Impasse
which has been highlighted as the 'ethnic
problem’ does not, in our opinicn, lie in
a political package of devolution for the
Northeast alone. It must be a package
which is eminently applicable across
length and breadth of this Island, especia-
lly rmeaningful to the vast majority of peo-
ple who are politically marginalized and
wilhaout access to potent sources of patro-
nage. The ultimate goal of this pro-people
mode of representation package should
be to facilitate the means for every indivi-
dual within society to have an equitable
stake indefining one's desired social reali-
ty and to make available realistic modus
operandi for achieving same. It is the
denial of this basic human right tothe large
majority of people which has made an
absolute mockery of the democracy as
practiced within Sri Lanka (and many
other daveloping nations which beast of
a democratic tradition). The operant

system is basically an oligarchic strangle-
hold on power by a microscopic minority
of elite which is dressed up as a 5-star
democracy through the exercise of unive-
rsal suffrage at regular intervals. That
suffrage loses its potent as soon as it is
exercised is conveniently lost sight of.

These heretical proposals made by us
is a first step towards fransferring power
back to the people. It is also attempting
to racreate the representativa of the peo-
ple in the role of an ascelic who has
rencunced one's cravings for worldly
aggrandizement and derives one's sati-
sfaction through deliverance of one's peo-
ple to their promised land, a far cry from
whal it is as practiced today. In fact, what
we are trying to say is, 'Politicians! haal
thy body politic! Establish rules and regu-
lations to restrain your excesses and build
up a system of rewards and punishments
that are regulated by your masters, the
people.”

{Conciuded)

SRI LANKAN CONFLICT (5)

Balance of Power

Humayun Kabir

orging relations with the countries

of Asfa was another strand of Sr La-
nka's foreign policy. After the British wi-
thdrawal of military bases from Sri Lanka,
Bandaranaike's government accorded a
high priority to a regional balance of power
straleny. He genuinely attempted for an
enlarged Colombo Powers organization,
to be eslablished in Colombo, to jointly
voice their common concerms.® Having
received scant response from the pole-
ntial members of the proposed political
organization, Bandaranaike repeatedly
called in 1858 and 1958 even for regional
economic conferences™ fo be called to
deliberate on various regional economic
problams, and devise means to overcome
them to the mutual bensfit of all conce-
med. Although these atiempts were not
crowned with success, the essence re-
mains that he made efforts to redress the
balance against India through seeking a
regional counterpoise,

As part of its regional balance of power
strategy Sri Lanka also attemptedto forge
close relationships with India’s rivals, such
as Pakistan and China. In the context of
Sino-Indian power rivalry in Asia, China
appeared to Sri Lanka as a natural counte-
rbalance to India. Under Prime Minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike Sino-Lanka rela-

tions became more extensive, cordial and
purpose-origntad,

An apprehensiveness of potential da-
nger fram India continued to condition the
foreign and security policy of Mrs Banda-
ranaike's government. Felix Bandaranal-
ke, Parliamentary Secratary to Mrs Ba-
ndaranaike, stated in Parliamant that Sri
Lanka's security did not “depend meraly
upon goodwill towards and friendliness
towards India and an assumption that we
will never get into difficuliies with
India...".>” Writings and pronouncements
of Mehru, Panikkar, Appadorai and other
Indian leaders and opinion makers conti-
nued 1o be quoted in the Si-Lankan
Parliament,?® as these slill contributed to
Sri Lankan leaders’ threal perceplions.
So, from a strategic point of view, China's
importance o Sri Lanka continued to be
considerable, SriLanka furtherdeveloped
its trade relations with China involving rice
and rubber, the island’s two major imEurt
and export commodities respectively,®

In the light of the above views and
compulsions, Mrs Bandaranaike offerad
her good offices 1o seek an end to the
Sino-Indian border war that broke out in
Oclober 1962 and refused to brand China
as the aggressor. Instead, she took the

initiative in summoning the Colombo co-
nference of six non-aligned nations with
a view to exploring ways and means of
bringing Indiaand China tothe conference
table and settling the boundary dispute,
The proposals which emerged from this
conference, together with their clarifica-
tions, were personally explainedin Peking
by Mrs Bandaranaike and Subandrio of
Indonesia in January 1963, and in New
Delni by her and representatives of Eqypt
and Ghana the same month.** India acce-
pted the proposals intoto, while China did
so with reservations.®' Although no con-
crete achievement resulted from these
proposals, Mrs Bandaranaike's initiative
displayed her skill in avaiding giving offe-
nca to India while not condemning China
as the aggressaor,

Sri Lanka's relations with China were
consalidated with the signing of a Maritime
Agreement on 25 July 1963 between the
two countries, granting each other the
Mast Favoured MNation (MFN) status. But
Mrs Bandaranaike's government did not
accede fo the reguest of the Chinese
counterpart that SriLanka should use only.
ships afprcwed by China for Sino-Lankan
trade.** What follows from the above is
that SriLanka's policy of building a counte-
rpoise against India is not to be at the
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expense of the island's national interests,
and that the counter-balancing strategy
should not be made loo obvious to jeopa-
rdise Colombao's friendship with New De-
Ihi. This is tha essence of the pilot fish
policy.

Pakistan and Sri Lanka had common
threat perceptions as far as India was
concemed. Sn Lanka looked upon Paki-
stan, a country which had the will if not
always the means to challenge India's
predominance, as a countervailing force
against India. That explains why during
the Bangladesh crisis in 1971 Sri Lanka
was not so sympathetic to the cause of
Bangladesh; the island-nalion was oppo-
sed to an eventuality of Pakistan being
dismembered. Following India’s ban on
Pakistan's overflight of its civilian aircraft,
which transported Pakistani froops in civi-
lian disguise from Karachi to Dhaka, Sri
Lanka granted air transit facilities through
Colombo to Pakistan's commercial
aircraft. Such Sri Lankan posturing indeed
offended Indian susceptibilities. Under
such changed regional circumstances,
Sino-Lankarelations acquiredamaore pro-
minent role in Colombo’s strategic calcu-
lus. Relations between the two countries
during Mrs Bandaranaike's United Front
govemment (1970-77), therefore, beca-
me closer than ever before, notwithsta-
nding China’s suspecied complicity in the
1971 Guevarist insurrection of the JVP in
Sri Lanka.®®

Monalignment as Security Strategy

The nonaligned foreign policy of Sri
Lanka has been another major plank of
hersecurity strategy since 1956, Although
Bandaranaike's nonaligned fareign policy
was not always to the liking of tha West,
itwas generally intended to ensure securi-
ty for the small island state by keeping
itself aloof from both power blocs. With
respect toindia, Srilanka’s nonalignment
also served as a diplomatic instrument
which was used to avoid provoking its
northern neighbour. Atthe same time, this
policy was intended fo be pursued as a
security insurance, as the island's me-
mbership in the Monaligned Movement
(MNAM) was conceived as a broad security
umbrella. This security dimension of Sri
Lanka's membearship in the NAM was
highlighted by Mrs Bandaranaike herself
in the NAM summit at Lusaka in 1970.%".

Demilitarisation and Peace in the
Indian Ocean as a Guarantee of Sri
Lanka's Security

Due to its slrategic location Sri Lanka
has always been aware of dangers toits
independence and security thatmay ema-
nate fram the Indian Ocean area. All the
colenial invasions since the esarly 16th
century by the then major European sea
powers, such as Portugal, the Nethe-
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riands and Great Eritain, came from the
Indian Ocean. In addition to extra-regional
powers, India, withits strategic aspirations
in the Indian Ocean region, has also been
a major source of concern 10 Sri Lanka.
The British military presence on theisland
in the 1950s acled as a delerrant to both
these perceived sources of threat. The
superpower presence inthe Indian Ocean
since the 1960s had considerably hei-
ghtened the tension in the area. Since
then demilitaising the Indian Ocean and
guaranieeing peace in the area has been
a major foreign and security policy objecti-
ve of Sn Lanka. Sr Lanka's Indian Ocean
policy has, therefore, been, on the one
hand, to remove forelgn mililary presence
from the area, particularly its nuclear co-
mpanant, and to ensura, on the other, that
the resuliant'power vacuum' was notfilled
by a regional power. While the first part
of this policy objeclive has been convenie-
ntly sharad by India, the second part went
against its own Indian Ocean palicy,
symbaolising a gap in security perceplions
between India and Sn Lanka.

In October 1871 the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister, Mrs Bandaranaike, appeared
before the UN General Assembly o pre-
sent the IOPZ proposal. Here she laid
down forthe firsttime whatthe peace zone
would meanin detail.® Whenthe proposal
was being considered in the UM First
Committze there arose differences be-
tween the positions of SriLanka and India.
SriLanka’s proposal was fairly comprehe-
nsive as il related as much to the naval
forces of the littoral states as to the farces
of the oulside powers. But India was
against the military presence of exlernal
powers only. Fn!luwingﬁbehindqh&scene
pressures from India,”™ Shirley Amerasi-
nghe, Sri Lanka's parmanent representa-
tive to the UN, accordingly had to modify
his proposal ...in deference to the restri-
clions expressed by our critics."® On 16
December 1971, the General Assembly
passed the resolulion on the proposal of
the I0ZOP.® In-the course of delibera-
tions on this ssue, India's intentions in the
Indian Ocean area became crystal clear
g0 Sr Lanka. Sr Lanka, therefore, eve-
ntually grew lukewarm o the implementa-
tion of its own brainchild — the |OZ0OP
proposal. Thisinhibition of SriLanka vis-a-
vis India, combined with the fact of India’s
emergence as more powerful as a result
of the break-up of Pakistan in 1871 and
the creation of Bangladesh, contributed to
Colomba’s softening of its attitude to-
wards the West, parlicularly the USA.

Sri Lanka's fear of India became stro-
nger when the latter went nuclear on 18
May 1874 with a successful detonation of
a nuclear device al Pokhran in he Raja-
sthan desert. The emergence of a nuclear
power from among the Indian Ocean litto-
ral states hadradically changed the strate-

gic landscape inthe Indian Ocean, Conse-
quently, the context of the |0Z0P propo-
sal also changed after 1974, and Sr
Lanka formally changed her position rega-
rding the IOZ0P vis-a-vis that of India. For
example, Shirley Amerasinghe staled in
the First Committee that: “We do not want
any greal power there. By the same token,
we do not intend that we should drive out
Salan by Beslzebub and allow some other
powers within the group of littoral and
hinterland states to take the place of the
superpowers.”® He had also stated on 11
Movember 1874 that "if a new nuclear
powerwere to emergein the Indian Ocean
region, the denuclearisation and also tha
demilitarisation of the area would be se-
riously jeopardised.””™® Because of her
coneamns about India's Indian Ocean po-
licy, Sri Lanka gave her support to Paki-
stan's proposal in 1974 for a nuclear free
Zone in South Asia, and with the furlher
mellowing of her attitude lowards theWest
she permitted more US ships al Sri La-
nkan. Sri Lanka's Indian Ccean policy is,
therefore, coneermned not anly with the
outside powers bul also with the ambilion
and power of India.

{To be Cantinued)
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m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is lawghter and hght banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco
leaf in a barm, [t & one of the hundreds of such
bams spread cul in the mid and upcountny
intermediate zone where the arable and remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacoo grows as a
Jucrative cash crop and the green leaves furn to
qold... to the value of over Hs. 250 million or more
annually, for pechaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tahacca is the industry that brings employment to
the socond highest number of people, And these
people are the lobacco barn owmers, the tobacco
qrowers and those who work for them, an the land
and in the bamns.

For them, the tobacoo leaf means meaningful worl,
a comfortable hife and a secure future. A good
eraugh reason for laughter,

5 Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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