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BRIEFLY. . .

TULF on the package and
the war

Mr Sivasithamparam, leader of
the moderate Tamil United Libera-
tion Front (TULF) has told the gove-
mment that the Tamil peopla may
find it difficult to respond o a peace
package when it is offered while a
war Is still being conducted in the
North. Mr Sivasithamparam said in
an interview with the state run Sun-
day Observerthat he had written to
President Kumaratunga for the third
time calling for a ceasefire and the
commencement of negotiations,

The TULF leader said: "Our posi-
tion is that you cannot find a solution
to the Tamil problem through military
action. It is only by political settle-
ment that you can bring an end to
this problem and establish peace.”
He said that they ask baoth sides to
come to a ceasefire and re-start
negotiations.

SLMC wants a unit

S Lanka Muslim Conress
(SLMC) has proposed to the Parlia-
meantary Select Commitize on Con-
stitutional Reforms a "Predominant
Muslim Unit" and a “Predominant
Tamil Unit"inthe North-East region.

For the predominant Muslim unit
the SLMC has suggested the areas
of Kalmunai, Samanthurai and Pot-
tuvil in the Ampara district and iden-
tified Muslim areasin the Batticaloa,
Trncomalee and Mannar districts,
For the Tamil unit the SLMC has
suggested the districts of Jaffna,
Killinochehi and Mullaitivu and iden-
tified Tamil areas in Mannar, Trin-
comalee and Batticaloa.

“Will not give back”

“Our forces will not give back to
the LTTE a foot or an inch of the
78 sq. kilometres of land re-captu-
red in the Operation Leap Farward
launched in the North" Deputy Defe-
nce Minister Anuruddha Ratwalte
told pariament. He was answering
Opposition Leader Ranil Wickrema-
singhe.

Former minister
questioned

A former minister of the UNP re-
gime has been guestioned by the
Fermanent Commission on Erbery
and Corruption about some foreign
aid which has been traced to a
private London bank account.

Asked to quit

Former MPs slill sgualtling in go-
yvernment flats have been asked to
guit, to accomodate new ministers
and deputy ministers who have no
houses in Colombo.

MPs told to be in seats

Government MPs have been told
by Chief Whip Richard Pathirana
{Minister of Education) lo be present
in pariament during debates.

Landcruisers instead of
Intercoolers

The state has ordered 3000 cc
Landcruisers for Members of Parlia-
ment in place of the super luxury
Intercoolers which some had earlier
clamoured for.

“*Red Cross a fraud”

An erudite and much respected
Buddhist monk told a public gathe-
ring in Colombo that the Red Cross
movement was a fruad and should
be banned from the country. The
Venerable Dr Walpola Rahula, Cha-

ncellor of the Kelaniya University,
was speaking atthe launching of his
biography. ICRC operalives in the
island have been accused of taking
sides in the on going ethnjc war.

CID investigates defence
purchases

In the course of investigating
fruad and malpractices in the use of
government funds (during the pre-
vious regime) the CID was investi-
gating an alleged discrepency of Hs
24 million in the purchase of high
frequency direction finding equi-
pment costing Bs 72 million in fo-
reign exchange. Among statements
recorded was that of farmer Army
Chief Lt General CecilWaidyaratne,

It is alleged that this aquipment
failed to function,
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NEWS BACKGROUND

TURNING POINT ?

The Fortunes of war suddenly turned in the government's favour when

over 300 LTTE fighters were killed in a massive assault on four well-defended
Army posts in the north-east WELIOYA region —Janakapura, Jayasinghepu-
ra, Kokilai and Kokkuttoduvai. (Some official spokesmen said that the
casualty figure could be as high as 400). For the Armed Forces, and indirectly
for a politically embattled Peoples Alliance, the news from the front was a
much-needed morale boost.

In the north, the Army had pulled out of the 74 square kilometres it had
taken in the much-publicised OPERATION LEAP FORWARD, personally
commanded by Deputy Defence Minister, Colonel Anuruddha Ratwaite.

In the wake of this “Welioya Waterloo” as the SUNDAY TIMES called it,
President Kumaratunga and Constitutional Affairs Minister, G.L. Pieris seem
to have decided that this wide-open “window of opportunity” was the ideal

moment to present the Constitutional Reforms package.

Since the P.A. reforms require a two-thirds majority, the U.N.P. must
cooperate with the Kumaratunga administration to introduce “the Union of
Regions" that the P.A. has proposed. Despite the major military debacle at
Welioya, the LTTE is still a resourceful enemy in the field. The P.A. cannot
fight the U.N.P. in Parliament and the LTTE on the battleground at the same

time. Torn by internal dissension, the P.A. has to re-think its overall strategy
SOOI

Mervyn de Silva




HUMAN RIGHTS

Violation of Human Rights in Myanmar

Noble Peace Prize Winner Aung San Suu Kyi was released last month

Dr. Neelam Tiruchelvam, M.P.

Mr. Speaker, | move the following
Motion;

“That, whereas the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations on the 20th
December, 1993 resolved withoutavote
that it is greatly concerned at the conti-
nuing violations of human rights, sum-
mary and arbilrary excutions, torfure,
forced labour, abuse of women, restric-
fions on fundamental freedoms, the
imposition of oppressive measures
particularly on ethnic and religious mino-
rities in Myanmar;

-And whereas the Government of
Myanmar has not implemented its com-
mitments to take all necessary steps
towards democracy in the light of the
results of the elections of 1990;

And whereas the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights states that the will
of the people shall be the basis of the
authority of Govermment:

And whereas the people of Myanmar
and Sri Lanka have had strong histarical,
religious and cultural linkages;

And whereas human rights activists
in Sri Lanka made an appeal on Vesak
Day in 1992 to all concerned groups in
Myanmar to respect the verdict of the
people as expressed in the elections of
July; 1980 and towork towards animme-
diate transition to democracy;

This House resolves that the Noble
Peace Prize Winner, Laureate Aung

San Suu Kyi who is in her sixth year of
detlention without trial be released unco-
nditionally and immediately together
with other political leaders and political
prisoners, and immediate steps be
taken to transfer political power to the
democratically elected representatives
and allow all citizens to participate freely
in the political process, and full respect
be given to human rights, fundamental
freedoms, more particularly right to live
and the integrity of the human person
and full effect be given to the Resolution
48/150 of 20th December, 1983 of
the General Assembly of the United
Mations."

Mr. Speaker, this Motion is in the
name of nine Members of Parliament
including Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Mr.
Lakshman Kiriella, Mr. Earl Gunaseka-
ra, Mr. ¥.P. de Silva, Mr. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara, Mr. Batty Weerakoon,
Mr. K.P. Silva, Mr, Lakshman Senevira-
ine.

Sir, this Motion has been very careful-
Iy constructed. Sir, it follows the langua-
ge of a Hesolulion which was passed
unanimeusly by United Mation on the
20th December 1993 and calls that full
effect be given to the Resolution by
callingforthe release of the Moble Peace
Frize Winner, Laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi who is in her 6th year of detention-it
will be 7th year. Sir in July this year. We
called that she be released unconditio-
nally and immediately together with
other political leaders and political priso-
ners and that immediate steps be taken
to transfer political process in Myanmar.
Sir, this House has had a proud tradition
of expressing solidarity with the strug-

gles for human values, wherever such
struggles may take place. Many years
ago Motions were tabled in this House,
Mr. Speaker, calling for the release of
a political prisoner in Robin |sland, Mr.
MNelzon Mandela who iz new the Presi-
dent of South Africa. We have always
believed, Mr. Speaker, that “injustice
anywhere is a call to the just everywhe-
re” and in this bi-partisan spirt that
Members on both sides of the House
have approached this political develop-
ment in Myanmar. The reason that we,
in this House have a special need to
express concern with regard to Myan-
mar is due to the strong historical and
religious link — that we have had be-
tween our respective countries. Mr.
Speaker, you are aware that the Polon-
naruwa Kings, both Parakramabahu |
and Vijayabahu |, in the 11th and 121h
centuries expressed, cordiality and
forged close paolitical links with Burma,
then known as Ramanna. These links
were further consolidated by the reli-
gious affinity, the affinity between the
Theravada buddhist traditions, both in
Burma and in Ceylon atthatiime. These
links have endured over the centuries
and particularly during the struggle for
Burma's independence led by Aung
San. So this motion symbolises the co-
ntinuing respect and affection of the
people of Sri Lanka for the indomitable
spirt and courage of the people of
Burma who have overcome many sef-
backs over the years. It was in this spirit
that on Vesak day in 1992, a large
number Human Rights and Non-Gove-
rnmental Organizations made appeal in
Colombo, to all concermed groups in
Myanmar, lo respect the verdict of the
people as expressed in the elections of



July 1980, and towork towards animme-
diate transition to democracy. The mere
tabling of this motion has triggered a
chain of events in the sub-continent. In
April at a Conference joinily sponsord
by UNESCO and the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan reference was
made in the final resolution of that confe-
rence to this initiative in this House.
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutio who inau-
gurated this meeting courageously
added her own personal appeal for the
immediate release of Aung San Suu Kyi.
A few days later in India the prestigious
Nehru Memorial Award for International
Understanding was awaded to Aung
San Suu Kyi. The Hon. Foreign Minister
is aware that awards ofthis nature reflect
a growing consensus and concem wi-
thin the Indian Establishment with
regard to the political developments in
Myanmar. | mention this because in the
struggle for human valueseventhe sma-
llest initiative can create ripples which
then become waves which reach
beyond the shores of even our Island.
The recent troubled history of Myanmar
commenced with the assumption of
power by the Burmese Army on Septe-
mber 18, 1988, General Saw Maung, the
chief of staff of the Burmese Armed
Forces, announced that the military had
assumed power and abolished all civi-
lian governmentinstitution. The Ministry
established, Mr. Speaker, a 19 member
military ruling Council called the State
Law and Order Restoration Council. 50,
on the orders of this Council the pro-de-
mocracy demanstrations were forcibly
crushed. Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were shot and killed on the streets
of Rangoon. Political demonstrations
were banned and mass arrests of siu-
dents, political activists, Opposition
Party Members and Buddhist monks
took place. A second crackdown in July
1989 resulted in the detention of the
Opposition Leaders including the leader
of the National League for Democracy
AungSan Suu Kyi. Mr. Speaker, despite
the continuing political repression the
National elections held on May 27th

1890 was a stunning victory for the
political opposition to the SLOC's rule.
The NLD took 392 out of 485 contested
seats, more than 80 of the contested
seals, The group which was backed by
the military was able to secure anly nine
seals. The results of this election are yet
to be honoured and as you know, Mr.
Speaker, there had been no transfer of
political power to civilian rule.

Mow the situation in Myanmar has
been comprehensively documented by
several organizations including Amme-
sty International which published serve-
ral important reports. The inter Parlia-
mentary Union Mr. Speaker, passed a
resultion paricularly expressing con-
cern that 29 Members of Parliament held
remain in detention in Myanmar and this
is again another reason why this House
has to express concem with regard to
these developments and as | pointed out
both the UN Human Rights Commission
and the General Assembly of the United
Mations in 1993 and 1994 passed wi-
thout vote a Resolution on the situation
in Myanmar calling for the release of
political prisoners, restoration of demo-
cracy the full effect being given to indivi-
dual rights in Myanmar particularly and
also expressing concem with regard fo
the problems of refugees and displaced
persons.

There have been particularly in 18593
some attempt by the Burmese authority
to respond to this intemational concern.
Some poltical prisoners were released,
a commitment was made to work with
the International Committee of the Red
Cross with regard to Human Rights and
humanitarian issues. But a special ra-
pporteur of the United Nations who has
been appointed to investigate events in
Myanmar has expressed concern that
no meaniniul progress has been made,
with regard to the transfer of power to
civilians who were democratically ele-
cted in Myanmar at the elections that
were held in 1990.

So Mr. Speaker, there are many who
would like to participate in this debale,
| wish to commend to this House in the
bipartisan spirit in which this Motion has
been tabled, as an expression of our
solidarity with the people of Myanmar
and urge that this House accept this
Mation.
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PEACE

A modest proposal

N. Stanislaus

he war-and-peace sjtuation in Sr

Lanka s truly trapped in fantasies and
fairy tales. One sign of this is the series
of aricles in the press, both the popular
press as well as the journals of opinion,
about “traditional homelands of the Ta-
mils”. To begin with there is K.M. de Silva
giving us the same old arguments in one
newspaper, to be expanded and re-arg-
ued by that fameus historian and deep
thinking schaolar, Amarasekere. This ali-
cits a critical response from Darini Rajasi-
nghamin Pravada. Inthe meantime Rajan
Hoole has baen developing a complex
thesis about the political motivations of
K.M. de Silva's early work on the same
subject in Counterpoint. He also has pro-
vided however a mare defensive position
on the concept of “traditional homelands":
it is a political notion and not a histarical
or geographical one,

These are all utterly futile exercises
because one of the assumptions behind
them is that these issues of rights fo
occupy a land, people it and govern it can
be seflled by the “correct” information
being used or by the force of the logic of
an argument. Far fromthis being the case,
these issues have always been sefiled by
the force of arms. The interpretation of Sri
Lankan history provided by a variety of
scholars over the years was supported by
the stale and its various institutions — the
Universily and the Department of Archeo-
logy, but above all by its standing army.
In recent years a different interpretation
of Sri Lankan history has been put forward
by others, including some scholars and
is being ultimately deiended by another
standing army, albeita merairregularone.

Any moves for peace, i.e. a setllement
of this dispule, must lake this into account.
The situation on the ground then is that
a given number of people have organized
themselves into an alternative army and
made certain claims: They are able and
willing to assert these claims and defend
them with ruthless efficiency and unrele-
nting brutality. On the other hand, there
is a slale whose army is unable, since ils
hands are tied by having o avoid civilian

casualligs as far as practicable, to win
decisively against the counter army of the
militants. Further, besides depriving the
northern people of cerain selected items
a total economic embargo is also not
possible for a gavernment that still claims
sovereignty aver these people. The gove-
rnment and its agents have indeed tofight
a war with some limitations. A Chechnya
type of operation is suraly nat possible.

Yet events had progressed so far over
the years, that not only have the militants
developed an alternative standing army,
but have in fact created an alternative
state. This had been well expressed by
Jayadeva Uyandoda, in the /sland: “The
LTTE is no longer a guerrilla organization,
It is a guasi state and beyond Vavuniya
it is a guasi state.”

Uyangoda however continues in the
same vein a pointthatis debatable: *l think
no prasident, prime minister, minister, or
army general of the army need to be tald
about this."

They may not nead ta be told about this,
but the entire peace negetiations con-
ducted recently had nevertheless been
undertaken without taking this home-truth
into. account. Far from doing this, the
peace process has proceeded on the
assumption that they were negotiating for
a seftliement with a political party that can
be broughtinto the mainstream by making
certain constitutional and administrative
arrangements. This was a futile move and
could not but have lead to the re-emer-
gence of a state of war.

One of the implications of recognizing
thataquasistalehademergedistoaccept
that it has now the power and resources
to maintain itself. Uyangoda says “In the
guasi-siate situation, LTTE has evolved
a state apparatus. They have their own
adminisiration their own judiciary and
have political and ideological control of the
people.” He may also have added that
they have a standing army and guasi-em-
bassies in the capital cities of the world.

The demandsthatthe LTTE put forward

at the peace negotiations should in fact
be viewed in this context. The demand
thatthe army be withdrawn from Pooneryn
is really a demand that the army of an
occupying power be withdrawn from the
sovereign territory of a state. |t would
almost cerainly have been followed by
demands that the army be withdrawn from
Falaly and the offshore islands.

The other demand — that the cadres
of the LTTE should be allowed to carry
arms in the eastern province is a continua-
tion of the same claim. The sast may not
be militarily in the hands of the northem
quasi state; nevertheless it is part of tha
territory for which the quasi-stale has
been fighting all these years. From the
point of view of this same state, it has all
been conceded by the Indo-Sri Lanka
agreement of J.R. Jayawardene and Rajiv
Gandhi. The LTTE may have fought
against this agreement but on one point
there can be no doubt: they accepied the
legitimacy of the boundaries set by the
agreement.

The upshot of all these considerations
is that a claim made by the Tamils, or at
least some of them, that historically there
has always been two states in the island
of Sri Lanka and that these two states,
must be reconstituted has been success-
fully asserted militarily. The historical
accuracy of this claim is irrelevant. Fur-
ther, the claim can be maintained and
militarily defended by a variety of means
by a quasi state — military assaulls, assa-
ssinations, taking the war into the enemy
state, overseas campaigns of propaga-
nda and s0 on and so forth, To this, he
Sri Lankan state has no defense now, or
in the lang run.

Yet, even if it can mobilize a powerful
and well-equipped army and engage in
the successful war and take Jaffna, there
will still be a need for a political settlement.
Mo modern state can maintain control over
a people on a purely military basis. It is
inconceivable that Jafina and its environs
will be mainlained by a Colombo gove-
rmment exclusively underthe conirol of the



military. The military will have to relinguish
control sooner or later and a political
selllerment reached.

But one does not have to wait to da that.
It is pessible to do this now. Or at lzast,
itwas possible in the immediate aftermath
of the P.A. election victory and may be
possible once a new cease-fire is negotia-
ted. It will take the fellowship shaps.

Step I: A cease fire and agreement
by the Sri Lanka government to withdraw
all its forees from the Marth within 2 matter
of weeks,

Comment: There is really no reason
for the government to reject this. Insofar
as the government and its massas of
supporiers accept that peace is possible
and regional autonomy is desirable, there
will be no need to maintain a centralized
army in the north. To say otherwise and
insist on maintaining an army is to implici-
tly assert (a) that peace is not possible
in the foreseeable future, (b) that even
after peace, we must keep control and a
walch over these buggers. Obviously
these are untenable and self-destructive
moves to a peaceful solution. Needless
to say the free flow of all commerce be-
tween the south and north should be
resumed without any restrictions. Once
again, the ban on goods that will be useful
in & military sense is also made on the
assumption that war will resume soon.
Further, these bans have not had any
conspicuous military conseguences.
Indeed it is a measure of the fact that the
history is repeating itself as a farce in Sri
Lanka is the govemment banning batte-
ries against a quasi-state that has asse-
mbled a heat-seeking missile and a
poweriul anti-aircraft gun!

Step Il: The government should de-
marcate the territories of the eastern pro-
vince that is to be included in the Tamil
unit. This can include the Muslims by their
consent, or a separate Muslim territory
can be demarcated as well. This unit —
the new Tamil unit will form an extension
of the quasi-Tamil state that exists in the
Morth. The residual population of Sinhale-
se in the northeast is exactly parallel to
the residual Tamils in the south and at this
time one can only hope that the two
respective governments will treat them
with respect dignity and equal rights.

Comment: It is true that unlike the
narth, the eastemn province is nat militarily

under the control of the militants. This is
hewever irrelevant. The new mode of
struggle thatthe LTTE s able toundertake
is to batter the Sn Lankan siate slowly,
deliberately and with a singleness of pur-
pose. This can be summedin one phrase:
Take the war to the heartland of the
enemy. The Islamic militants have a simi-
lar strategy, but sofarwith limited success,
The Tamil militants however are uniquealy
able to accomplish this because any nu-
mber of Tamils can easily and legitimately
come to Colombo and do what they have
to do wilth despatch and efficiency. The
LTTE does not have to fight a conventio-
nal war or even a guerrilla war anymore.
They merely have to defend their northemn
territory and engage in a series relentless,
but punctuated, attacks in the capital.
They may even be able to wreck the
econamic foundations of SriLankan state
and society by these and other means,

Step lll: Once the army has been
withdrawn from all points in the norh and
a plan of demarcation been mada for the
east, negolialions can be begun on the
nature of the relationship’ between the
narthern quasi-state and the government
of Sri Lanka. The farm of this relationship
should not be put on the table before the
negoliations. It should emerge in the
course of the negotiations.

Comment: Once again, the govern-
ment has nothing to loose by following
this procedurea. It is true that the militants
have an upper hand militarily and other-
wise, but they do face ceriain important
limitations of their own. To begin with,
however heroically the people of Jaffna
may have borne the econamic difficulties
ofthesetimesand howevervaliantly some
of lhair leaders have tried to make Jaffna
economically self sufficient, it still needs
to maintain a relationship with the south.

Secondly, however indifferent the lea-
dership of the Tamils may claim to be
about the fate of the Tamils who are now
living in the south, they cannot afiord,
emotionally, poliically and economically
to disown them completely. Any political
seitlement they have to device must
accept the fact that a large number of
Tamils will continue to live, and continue
to want to live in the south.

Thirdly, the newly demarcated bounda-
ries, in the east in particular, cannot but
be very porous ones. ltwill take enormous
resources in manpower, money, will and

temperament to defend it confinuously
from encroachment as must be done in
the event of a separale sovereign state,
Whatever happens politically, the Tamils
and the Sinhalese are fated and doomed
to share the same land. Emotionally atta-
ched many of the Tamils may be to Tamil
Madu and southem India and to Dravidia-
nism, but they cerainly cannot detach
their land and take it to the coromandel
coast and merge wilh it!

Conclusion

These steps are not only wise and
practical but also in my view inevitable.
The Sri Lankan government cannot win
this war and even if it wins it, it will still
have to concede most of the demands of
the militants, sooner of later, After that is,
many lives have been lostand resources
have been spent.

The mistake the PA government (the
hahit of referring to the government as the
"Chandrika government” or the “Kumara-
lunge government” should be abando-
ned. Thosa titles carry their own inefficie-
ncy and pathos!) made wasin notwithdra-
wing all its miliary forces in the norh
immediately afterit won the election. After
all, what did this army's presence achie-
ve? What did its presence mean? Surely,
nothing. The second mistake was in po-
stponing the announcement of the bou-
ndaries of the north eastern unit, And the
third mistake was in trying to write a naw
constitution by having discussions in Co-
lombo with lawyers and constitutional
expers. Despite claims to the contrary,
constitution are notlegal matters but poli-
tical ones. Lawyers get into it only after
the paliticians are done with it and fatten
themselves arguing its nuances.

The need of the hour — that (s in
Movember 1984 — was to have been bald
and decisive. It is however too late to try
again. In fact, itis never too lale. All wars,
after all lead to peace, even the hundred
Years war.

Yet, one must admit these maves may
fail: the quasi state of the north may evolve
inlo a state of Eelam. It is a danger that
the govermment hastoface. lthas noothar
choice, notbecausetheyare loosingawar
in 1995 or have brought it to a stalemate:
they lost the united country in 1956, At
this stage we can only hope that a genuine
federalion of independeant units can hald
the country, a changed country to be sure,
together.



THE REGION

The day after

M. B. Naqgvi

MNadeem Ahmed, 67, resumed his mor-
ningwalk on Tuesday, after agap ofthree
days. ltwasthefirsiday aiterthe three-day
mourning announced by MQOM's leader,
Altaf Hussain, for the gangrape of the
sister of a young MQM activist, during
which the Pakistan's industrial capital
cama to a total stand still. All establish-
ments remained closed and no trans-
parl plied. But for Ahmed, life had to go
onn.

An eerie calm had settled over Kara-
chi's deseried streets before six a.m.
While his wife waited anxiously at the gate
for his return, here is what Ahmed encoun-
tered: A little way down his normal route,
he found the road half-blocked by the
charred remains of what must have been
some push carls, a motorcycle rickshaw
and some household odds and ends,
including the ashes of tyras from which
there was an acrid smell. Quickening his
pace, Ahmed pressed on. Mearthe petrol
purmp in north Nazimabad's K sectar, he
accosted the burnt shell of a minibus,
popularly called the ‘yvellow devi'. Ahmed
was struck by the large amount of the
usual rubbish strewn on the roads — the
locality had not seen a sweeper for three
or four days. And just when he thought
the calm would last a little longer, he heard
the familiar rumble of gunfire — a series
of typical, rapid half-explosions of the AK
47 assault rifle.

Almas teaches Balany at the Federal
Government College For Women near

Urdu Bazar. Mot being a regular emplo-
yea, she is not on the payroll and geis
paid only for the days she attends.

Onthat Tuesday, Almas was at the bus
stop by 8.30 in the morning. After three
days of unofficial closure she was anxious
o report to work, She couldn't afford to
lose out on yet another day's pay, as her
income — Rs 2500 — was an essential
camponent of her family's monthly bud-
get.

Besides wanting to reach the campus
before the principal marked a cross
against her name in the attendance regi-
ster, Almas also wanted to get in early so
that she could legitimately retumn home
early. That marning, it seems everyone
had lhe same idea. After letting two buses
go past because they were oo crowded,
she boarded the third and found space
enough to stand only on one foot most
of the way.

The one place that was bustliing with
its usual activity at noon was the Press
Club. Only the noise from the dining room
was unusually high where seven or eight
repoters were squabbling over each
other's figures of casualties during the
preceding three days. Then, on a lip,
almost all of them suddenly rushed out.
Apparently, some action was in progress
in two of the chief battlegrounds atthe two
ends of the sprawling city: The Orangi
township, made famous by oclogenarian
social worker Akhtar Hamid Khan, and
Korangi.

Access to both the townships is nearby
impossible — while the major entrances
are blocked by phalanxes of vehicles
belonging to the security forces, the resi-
dents of the localities have dug up all the
other approaches.

Tha one industry that has flourished
during the last few stormy months Is the
holding of seminars and symposia. Any
number of them are being organized
almost daily in privale houses with the
residences of political leaders having be-
come permanent venues for heated dis-
cussions ameong all who visit. It seems
everyong, with the sole exception of Paki-
stan People’s Party leadars and ministers,
wants a political dialogue to start between
the government and the MQM.

Prime minister Benazir Bhutto, howe-
ver, is sticking to her guns. She is deman-
ding the surrender of arms and an end
to the violence on the streets before any
dialogue can begin, She has also made
it clear that her government will only talk
to those members of the MOM against
whom there is no FIR. Of course, Bena-
zir's second demand has created a stale-
mate since there is no notable MQM
member against whom dozens of FIRs do
not exist, not even a women senalor,

While the battle rages in the corridors
of power, itis unfortunate that the citizens
of Karachi are paying for the one on the
sireet. i

Politics of dialogue

The crisis in Karachi is amenable to a satifactory solution provided there is
of the Pakistan High Commission tells Sakina Yusuf Khan

a political will, the spokesperson

Q: Is the situation in Karachi as dismal

as itis portrayedin the Indian and interna-
tional Press?

A; The situgtion in Karachi is a maller of
concem fo all Pakistanis and well-wishers
of Pakistan, Some seclions of the infematio-
nal Press have painted too grim a scenaria.
Expectedly, some Indian newspapers have
been sensationalising the violence in Kara-
chi. However, we are hopeful that this current
unfortunate aberration will settle down.

Q: Doyouviewthe presentcrisis mainly
as alawand order problem or does it arise
out of political and Ideclogical issues?

A: There is no ideclogical issue. The pro-
blem is palitical and has law and order
dimensicns. Bul we are confident that given
the paolitical will, the problem is amenable to
an early and salisfactory solution.

Q: Is there any possibility of a dialogue
with the MOW?

Az Yes, verymuch so. The government has
ofiered a dialogue and has asked Altaf Hu-
ssain to shunviclence, return to Pakistan and
submit himself to the process of law. The
govermnment's view is that no one is above
the law and itwould not like to be pressurised
by coarsion and violence on the streets,

Q: What, ifany, political and other inftia-
tives are the authorities in Pakistan pro-
pasing to retrieve the situation?

A: The govermnment is doing its best to
initiate political dialogue. The oifer of the
dialogue has been conveyed publicly
through various intermedianes. The gove-
mment has also constituted a negotiating
teamn under the minister of law and invited
Altaf Hussain fo nominate his team. The
government is only Insisting that violence
must cease. This will make the atmosphera
conducive for a political solution.



‘MQM is not a separatist party’

Alfaf Hussain, leadsr of the movement!, telfs L.K. Sharma in London

A suburban house in London has sud-
denly capiured the inferest of the media,
thanks to Pakistan prime minister Benazir
Bhufio's statement that Britain must not
allow its occupant io cause aninsurgency
inKarachi. The occupani— Alfaf Hussain,
the sell-exiled leader of the Mohajir Quami
Movement — has in fum charged ihe
Fakistan governmeant wilth organising a
genocide in Sindh.

At the MOM headguariers, members
are monitoring the developments in Kara-
chi. The walls are plastered with pholo-
graphsof pary workers being torfured and
frog-marched by the Fakistan army and
other forces. Hussaln, dressed in Kurla-
pwama, appears with a newspaper cul-
ting carrying a repon of rapes and atroci-
fies in Karachi. Some of his associales
with ongins in ULP. are talking of their
family members in Pakistan who are either
it jail or being harassed, and reveal how
even after four decadses, culturally they
would still fsel more at home in Azamgarh
or Faizabad than Lahore or Karachi. They
wonder aloud whether India’s Partilion
was a mistake.

Hussain, waiting for yet another TV
crew o furn up, refuses to comment on
this, and talks at length, instead, on the
genocide in Karachi, Some excerpis:

Q: Aren'tyou worried that the British
foreign office might heed Benazir's
request even though at present it has
sald you are free to live here?

A:  No,lamnotworried, Thisademocra-
tic country and | am not doing anything
unlawful. | am drawing the world's atten-
tion fo the genocide of my people an entire
community in Pakistan. | am not in touch
with governments but with many human
rights organisations.

Q: How do you assess the chances
of political negotiations with the gove-
rnment?

A: The Pakistan governmentis nof inte-
rested. Benazir Bhutio is racist. She has
called Mohajirs "rats” who nead o be
terminated, She has said that a different
blood flows in our veins, What biggerinsult
can thera be? We, who made the most
sacrifices for the creation of Pakistan are
being persecuted and discriminated
againstin every walk of life. The army was
let loose on us. There is no politician in
Pakistan who can speak againstthe ammy.
| am the only politician who did not accept
this domination of the army and the feudal

forces who neglect the poor and misuse
POWE.

Q: Whatis your main demand?

A: The government must consider the
Mohajirs as legitimale not third-class citi-
zenswith guaranteed fundamental consti-
tutional rights and economic opporunities
in properian 1o the population ratio.

Q: You have been living in this self-
imposed exile for more than three
years now. Would you like to take your
fight back to Pakistan?

A: Ne not now. My people have wamed
me that if | return, | will be killed.

Q: How will the violence In Karachi
end?

A: ltisforthe governmentand the Hagigi
group created by the government to de-
stroy us, but this group has failed to win
any public support while our popularity
has been increasing. The autharities and
Benazir Bhutio's Pakistan People’s Party
was causing ethnic violence and blaming
the MCM.

Q: Do younow think it was a mistake
for your pariy to have boycotted the
last elections?

A: We did not boycolt the elections: we
were forced to keep out. The army was

not allowing even our campaigners fo do
their work freely.

Q: What measures would you like to
be laken to ensure that the Mohajir
community is not victimised and trea-
ted equitably in Pakistan?

A: The patience of my people has rea-
ched its limit and they will soon want a
separate province. But the MQM is not a
separatist party. | am a patriotic Pakistani.
Banazir Bhutto keeps maligning me as a
foreign agent to cover up her own mis-
deads.

Q: So how do you intend to counter
this campaign?

A: The MQOM is a peaceful organisation.
Itdoes not believe inguns and tanks which
the authorities are using to intimidate our
people in Karachi. The latest reporis say
that they are using paratroopers and hgli-
copters. But we will continue our struggle
peacefully,

Q: Last time, when the former prime
minister, Nawaz Sharff, came to meet
you here, were you able to forge any
understanding?

A: He understands the situation a littlle
but does not want to join this legitimale
struggle. He does nol dare to speak up
againstthose who threw him outof power.

Hess hil the heather

Clowns Cantos - 13

Peace Talks

With a zoom on his broom

Just south of Loch Ness

He had a message, he said,

From that other monster

Couled the Reich Marshal

Talk things over with the King?

The Fuherer sends his compliments

To Buckingham and Blenheim.

Peace on both owr houses, after all

Our Junkers are also Blenheims,

Let's shatter the Communist rabble.

Poor Hess, had to confess, he didn't reach
Buckingham or Windsor, or even Downing Street
All the King's Men were on their gueired
One track bent and rather hard

They did not invite Fascist Hess

To join the democratic process.

U. Karunatilake
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Four years of Rao — a saga of survival

K. Katyal

survivor, a wrecker, a modern-day

Chanakya. Vared, indeed, are the
epithets that are applied to the Prime
Minister, Mr. P\, Narasimha Rao, who
began the fifth year of his tenure on June
21. Survivor, indead, indisputably! How
many people gave more than a few
months to him when he assumed office
in June 1891 as the head of a minority
Govemnment?

Apart from the fact that the ruling party
was outnumbered by the combined oppo-
stiton, he suffered from other handicaps.
For the first time (not taking into account
the Shastr interregnum), the Congress,
as the ruling party, had conferred the
honour of Prime Ministership on a person
outside the Gandhi-Mehru family. He
lacked the charisma of his predecessors
from the Congress. His rise was not unceo-
ntesled and, although he was the unani-
mous choice for the post of party president
(after the move to install Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi was dropped because of herrelu-
ctance), there were two other powerful
aspirants when it came to electing the
leader of the Parliamentary Party and,
thus, naming the Prime Minister, The
Opposition wasin a highly confrontationist
maood — with each of the mainstream
parties feeling cheated out of power, de-
spile the Congress(l)'s failure to get the
majarily.

Mr. Rao's performance was a mixed
fare, Punjab represented the positive in
the political field and financial stability in
the econamic. The stalemate in Kashmir,
the fragmentation of the polity and conti-
nuad hardships of the poor are among the
negative factors. He could, at best, be
given twao cheers on completing four tur-
bulant years. The third would have to be
resenved. He would eamn it if he, even at
this stage succeeded in ensuring equity
for the disadvantaged sections — and in
rubbing off the gloom in the ruling party
camp now in the face of the approaching
Lok Sabha election.

Predictions for a mid-term poll began
proliferating within weeks afier the new
Governmeant was formed. The Opposition
was conscious of its capacity to rock the
ruling party boat and if it held its hand,
it was because of two internal compul-
sions. One, it realised that the electorate,
tired of the frequency of elections, would
not take kindly to the parties, seen forcing
another one on the country. Two, the
idealogical chasm, between the laft and

right in the Oppostiten was too wide for
a meeting ground for an anti-Congress(l)
frant. That was the initial guarantee for Mr,
Hao's survival. In one form or the other,
the inter-party contradictions in the Oppo-
sition and the intra-party divisions, rather
than the achievements of the Gove-
rnment, sustained Mr. Rao in power.

For nearly a year, the unannounced
coordination with the BJP helped the
Prime Minister out of the tight spots he
found himself in more than once. Later,
the Left rallied behind him, as was evident
at the time of the election of the Fresident
and\ice-President, so as todeny the BJP
the advanlage of influencing major deci-
siens. Later, when all of them joined
hands, posing a major challenge to the
Govemment {through a joint no-confide-
nce motion in August 1983), the tiny Ajit
Singh group split, with a breakaway
section extending the much-needed sup-
port 1o Mr. Rao. But for that case of
defaction, the Gowvernment, perhaps,
would have fallen — or, there would have
been a lie between the supporters of the
Government and its opponents in the Lok
Sabha, necessitating a casting vote by the
Speaker. Though the means were que-
stionable, the ruling party consolidated its
position in Parliament. The subsequent
Assembly elections gave him a positive
boost. However, that phase did not last
long.

From then onward, Mr. Hao had no
reason to worry about challenges in the
Lok Sabha, but outside the stock of the
ruling party — and of the Prime Minister
— plummetad. That erosion, confirmed by
the humiliating defeats in the South and
Wesl and in Bihar, remains unchecked,
there being no firm evidence to the con-
trary. Whal it means for the prospecis of
the Congress(l) in the next Lok Sabha pall
could not be a happy thought for Mr. Rao.
It was not a temporary setback, as, for
instance, was the case after the Ayodhya
demalition. It is loo near the general ele-
clion, leaving the leadership little time for
carrectives, assuming that it has the requi-
rexd will.

Mr. Rao's opponents In the ruling party,
those who recently parted company with
him, likened him to Gorbachev, the sugge-
stion being clear — that just as the leader
of the erstwhile Soviet Union was respo-
nsible for the disintegration of that mighty
nation, Mr. Rao was instrumental in wre-
cking the Congress(l), bringing it down
fromn the high point it once occupied.

Then there was the other viewpaint —
that the Congress's decline had begun
lang time ago, that the process was first
arrested, in a big way, by the asassination
of Indira Gandhi and, in a smaller way,
by the death of Rajiv Gandhi, The Con-
gress, so goes this argument, would have
metl the fale, it was heading to now, even
if she or he had been in power. The rebel
Congress leaders — Mr. Arjun Singh, Mr.
M.D. Tiwari and others — ascribed the fall
of the Congress(l) to Mr. Rao's penchant
for compromise on its cherished policies
and programmes. The rebels, howeaver,
did not look like emerging as a coherant
force — a matter of solace for Mr. Rao
within the narmow confines of the Con-
gress politics, but cedainly netin the wider
context.

Economic reforms constituted a major
initialive by the Rao Govemment but whe-
ther the desired results would materialise,
without undue delay, was not clear yet.
The policies of deregulation and of incenti-
ves to foreign investors had, no daubt,
generated a momentum. The non-Con-
gress(l) parties, when in pawer, identified
themselves with it, even though their rhe-
toric was critical and shrill when they were
out of office. Mr. Rao could claim this as
an evidence of national consensus in
practice.

The common man, however, had yet to
feal the beneficial effect of the new poli-
cies, as visualised by their framers. Mr.
Hao tended to blame it on the campaign
of disinformation by his critics. But would
the people be misled, had the benefits of
the reforms percolated lo them? The
assessment of Mr. Rao's performance
had, mostly, been piecemeal and, as
such, patchy and lacking in cansistency.

A success would lead to euphoric refe-
rences to his “statesmanship,” his “saga-
city" and he would be hailed as a Chana-
kya of the 20th century. A failure, on the
other hand, would evoke sharp com-
ments, seeking 1o dismiss him as a disa-
ster.

Mr. Hao had been at the helm at a
particularly ungovernable stage in the
post-Independence India. He became the
Prime Minister by an accident, when his
party was siill in trauma in the wake of
Hajiv Gandhi's assassination. Those vie-
wing his performance in this context take
a charitable view. Others are ruthless in
their censure.
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Can Women Lead Nations ?

A Muslim Perspective

Jezima Ismail

he scenario in Sr Lanka and the Region leday,

presents a significant visibility of women, especially at the
top. This is a source of satisfaction, although same impoertant
issues concerning women still need attention. However, the
focus of my article is on women as leaders of the nation. Sri
Lanka is being described to ad nauseam level, with little or
no action to promote it, as a multi-ethnic, multi-religious and
multi-religious and multi-lingual country. As such, it would be
interasting to consider the perspective of the differentcommuni-
ties to this question, vexatious as it may be to some members
of some communities,

Naturally, being a Muslim, it's the Muslim point of view | am
projecting. When Her Excellency Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga was the choice of the People's Alliance as the
president there were murmurs, kept for obvious reasons al
a low level, whether a woman could be a head of a state and
whether Muslims could vote for her. Dastiny engineered by
human forces assassinated Mr Gamini Dissanayake and then
the choice was Srima Dissanayake. Mow one woman becama
two women and there was consternation in the ‘yard'. Though
Muslims form only an 8% of the population, yet they are a
significant minarity.

What do the scholars say, using the primary and secondary
sources of Islam, about a woman being head of state? A brief
examination of Rafig Zakaria's book — ‘The Trial of Benazir
Bhutto — An insight into the status of women in Islam would
be interesting; quoting from the preface “The emergence of
Benazir Bhutto, a 35 year old modemn, western educated,
unveiled, sophisticated, beautiful Muslim woman as Prime
Minister of the most powerful Muslim state in the world, created
quite a stir in November 1988. It was generally believed that
a woman could never be allowed by the faithful to assume
paoliical power, cerainly not in a Muslim state and most
certainly not in Pakistan, the bastion of Muslim orthedoxy. But
it happenad”.

So il was thought by the writer that the Muslim view paint
asdiscussed by eminent scholars would be notonlyinteresting,
but may also serve a useful purpose in promoting some kind
of understanding of what Muslims conceive of women and
leadership, especially in today's context. Furthermare, thers
have been many articles particulariy in the print media that
give many constructions to the rituals, folk customs and
community’s rites and if Sri Lankans are to live in one country
as one people, it would be necessary to understand how the
communities live and think.

It is not my task here to discuss the status of women, but
as indicated by the heading (Can 2 Woman be a Huler of the
State?) only the question of ‘Leadership’ will be addressed in
this paper. The final judgement as porirayed In the book by
Zakariya, pointed out that what must be taken into account
is the lotality of the Prophet's (S.A.L.) approach, and not by

isolated Hadith. The equality of the sexes is definitely the thesis
of the Quran although thera is only a near-equality in family
affairs, but this no way signifies that a man is superior to a
woman. There Is no specific injunction in the Quran that
prevents & woman from participation in public life. Consider
the activities of the Women in |slam:

Hadrat Aisha (wife of the Holy Prophet— 5.A.L ) participated
in discussions pertaining to affairs of the state, and in the battle
of the Camel she lead the troops against the Caliph, Hadrat
Ali. She also actively participated in major political develo-
pments,

Hadrat Fatimah, the daughter of the Holy Prophet (S.A.L.)
was actively involved in the campaign to make her husband
the Caliph.

Asma, the daughter of Hadrath Abu Bakr (The first Caliph
of Islam) stood unflinching by her husband in the war against
the Umayyad Viceroy. Hadrat Umar (one of the Caliphs of
Islam) appointed a woman to one of the key posts in his
administration — Shifa bint Abdallah controlled the markets
in Medina.

Fathima Memissi in her book “Can We Women Head a
Muslim State?” — (Simaorgh Publication 1991} lists 16 Wornen
Heads of State in Muslim.

In Arabic texts alone, 16 women acknowledged as having
been heads of state with Khotba (the official sermon in the
mosque on Friday) their names as well as money coined wilh
their titles are found with:-

1 Razia Sultan 6341236 Delhi
2 Chajarat ad dur 6481250 Cairo
3 Kutlugh Turkan B55/1257-681/1282 Mogul dynasty
4 Padish Kalun 631/1292-694/1285 Mogul dynasty
5 Ab'sh Katun B62/1263-686/1287 Moagul dynasly
6 Dawlat Khato 716/1316 (25 years) Mogul dynasty
7 Sati Bek 738/1339 Mogul dynasty
8 Sultana Tindu T14-B14 Baghdad
9 Sultana Fatema

Begum 1679-1681 Central Asia
10 Sultana Khadija 1347-1378 Maldives
11 Sultana Myriam 1379-1383 Maldives

12 Sultana Fatima
13 Tadj Al Alam
Saffiyat ed Din
Shah 1641-1675
14 Mur Al' Alam
Makiyaat
ed Din Shah
15 Inayat Shah
Zakkiuyat
ed Din Shah
16 Kamalat Shah

7B5/1383-790/1388 Maldives
Indonesia (Sumatra)
1675-1678

Indenasia (Sumatra)

1678-1688
1688-1693

Indonesia (Sumalra)
Indonesia (Sumatra)
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In the prayer or Khutba in the name of Sultan Khadija, who
was the Sultan of Maldives, the Khatib used to say (on Fridays
and on other days} “Allah make her triumph, your slave yau
have knowingly chosen among the worlds and made her a
blessing for all the Moslems. (Sultan Khadija, daughter of
Sultan Jalal-Ad din Ibn as Sultan-Salah-Ad din — from ‘Rihla’,
|bn Batuta, Dar Beyrath - Beirut 1985 Edition p. 580).

In Sri Lanka, Maulana Maududi of Pakistan, the founder of
Jamaat-e- Islami, Is held in great respect and it would be uselul
to know his attitude. His contention was that a woman could
not head a nation, because if she were to become a ruler she
would neglact her familial responsibilities. In 1slam, he maintai-
ned that there was a functional distribution of work according
to sex and in accordance with this distribution, politics and
administration come within the man's sphere of activities,
However, in the election of the president of Pakistan in 1962
he supporied Fatima Jinnah the sister of Quaidi-Azam against
Ayub Khan. The author of this book concludes that this support
was based on political expediency and not adherence {o any
rule of the Shariah.”

According to Afghani there was no strict segregation of men
and women and according o the Quranic injunction (24: 30-31)
all Muslims both male and female were expected to behave
decently and the Quranic injunction is clear on this point. He
concludes that he sees no justification either in the Quran ar
the traditions of the Holy Prophet (S.A.L.) to keep women out.
He categarically upholds equality of oppartunity for men and
womenin every activity including politics. An awakened woman
he adds, will be the best safeguard against a corrupt man,

Algani guotes:

‘Javid Nama (the allegorical poem of Allama Igbal)

Man alive in heart, do you know what thing life is?
On seeing love that is contemplating duality:

Man and woman are bound one to the other,

they are the fashioners of the creatures of desire.
Waman is the guardian of the fire of life,

her nature is the tablet of life's mysteries;

She strikes our fire against her own soul

and it is her substance that makes of the dust a man.
In her heart lurks life's potentialities,

from the glow and flame, life derives stability;

She is a fire from which the spark breaks forth

body and soul, lacking her glow, cannot take shape.
What worth we possess derives from her values

for we are all images of har fashioning;

If God has bestowed on you 2 glance aflame
cleanse yourself and behold her sanctity."”
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A further reference to women and leadership could be
derived from Allama Abdullah Yusuf Ali, the noted commentatar
of the Quran. In Surah Namal (27) in verses 15-44 there is
a reference to a woman named Bilgis, the legendary Queen
of Sheba (1100 to 800 BC). Atthe same time ruled in Palestine,
King Soloman who was a mighty King renowned for his
goodness and wisdom. His belief was in one God and he was
in fact & Prophet and the son of Prophet David. After a series
of encounters, Soloman was able to spread to Bilgis the divine
message of truth and she embraced the faith. She was refarred
to as a noble woman, ever solicitous of the welfare of her
subjects and ruled by consulting her Caouncil,

Abdullah al Badawi (1801-1873) another commeantalor on
the Quran regarded by some Muslims as the best, holds that
In his understanding of the Quran — Allah has preferred man
over woman and leadership — even the privilege of electing
Chiefs is denied to her, bul Abu Muhammad Abdal Malik Ibn
Khaldum (1332-1406) refers to the Holy Prophet (S.A.L ) as
the greatest mover and shaker of the world. He said, The Quran
warns us that 'God never changes the condition of a people
unless they change it themsalves', Qursis a brotherhood which
does not believe in any from of inequalities — tribal, racial,
or sexual. Infact Islam came to level things and change should
not be resisted in the light of the spirit of the Quran,

What does Asghar Ali Engineer, Director of the Institute of
Islamic Studies, Bombay, an intemationally reputed scholar
and theologian of Islam who has written books, research
papers and articles on Islamic theology, jurisprudence, history,
philosophy have to say?

He says that there is no CQuranic provision or prophetic
sunnah against a woman becoming head of a state! The
Quranic revelations more often than not are responzes lo
situations that arose but in the Holy Prophet's time no such
situation arose, nor did anyone raisa such a question. Hefere-
nce has already been made to queen Sheba earlier in this
article — Asghar Al Engineer adds that Had Allah disappraved
of a woman as the head of state or had a woman's rule been
disastrous the Quran would have painted the Queen of Sheba
in an adverse light and would have shown her infernor to her
male counsellors. But it did not and Sheba was spoken of as
a legitimate ruler and shown to be wise and sometimes she
would overrule hermale counsellors and take political decisions
which are indeed wise ones.

About the Prophet's hadith which is often used by theolo-
gians to argue against 2 woman becoming a head of state
— Asghar Ali Engineer says "When news reached the Prophe!
(F-B.U.H.) that the Iranians had made the daughter of Cusroe
their nuler, he observed “that a nation can never prospar which
has assigned its reign to a woman' (Sahih Bukhari Vel 2 pg.
1053).

It should be noted that the above hadith is from (Ahad) that



is an isolated one and not mutawatir i.e., one repeated more
than one companion of the Prophet (OW.B.P.). It is a weall
known principle that the former {Ahad — an isolated one) is
not binding and it is not necessary to act upon it. Again this
author points out that Maulana Uman Ahamad Usmani shows
that this hadith existed before the battle of Camel in which
Hazrath Aisha, the wife of the Prophet participated and assu-
med command of the army against Hazrath Ali the fourth Caliph
and its strange that it was remembered anly afler the batile
started. In fact the army had many illustrious companions of
the Prophet (S.A.L.). and even Abu Bakra the narrator of the
above hadith. All this men should have deserted Aisha had
they been convinced that the Prophet (S.A.L.) had prohibited
women from being leader or head. However, many disciples
abstained from participating in the battle because it was in the
nature of a civil war and it could divide the Muslim ummah
(community). They stood by this principle that it was against
the teaching of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) to take partin a quarral
that would cause intemecine strife. It was only Abu Bakra the
narrator of the hadith, who made the sex of cne of the
opponents the reason for his refusal to take part in the batlle,
after the defeat of Hazrat Aisha — (Fathima Mermnissi).

Asghar Ali Engineer asks — "How could it be said thal a
woman cannot become leader of a govemment when her
leadership was accepted by such eminent companions of the
Frophet? Apart from the Quranic reference to the Queen of
Sheba — the Quran says “And the believer both men and
women — they are friends of one another, they enjoin good
and forbid evil and keep up prayer and pay the purifying due
and obey Allah and His Messenger. As for these Allah will
have mercy on them. Surely Allah is mighty and wise (27:
32-35). "Now the determination of what |s wrong and what
is right, is one of the basic duties of the State and here men
as well as women who are protectors of each other, have been
enjoined to perform thistask. How canwomen then be excludad
from being leaders of the state?" asks Asghar All Engineer.
In fact he continues that both Imam Malik and the eminent
exegesist and historian Tabari hold that women could become
quadi, quazi (judge). Many women held prominent positions
in the administration of an Islamic state. As Philip Hitti says
(History of the Arabs 1958} “MNot only do we read of women
in the high circles of that early peried achieving distinction and
exercising Influence in state affairs ... but of Arab maidens
going lo war and commanding troops, composing poetry and
competing with men in literary pursuits...”

There is also the instance of a woman beceming head of
state during the sarly 5th and early 6th century hijrah. Harrah
Malikah Arwa bint Ahman headed the administration of the
Praovince of Yemen on behalf of the Fatimid Caliphs of Egypt.
She was held in high esteem and even given the highest
religious offices under the Fatimid hierarchy. Many such Insta-
nces can be given from history — Raziyah Sultan, Chand Bibi,
Murjahan whose ability to govern and administrate have been
recognised by all histerians.

There is hardly any sector or profession in the Arabia of
those days in which women of the Prophet's time did not
participate. In so far as Muslim history is concerned, there is
no doubt that “Women have been heads of state in Muslim
nations and khutbas in their names have been read in mosques
and coins have been struck, bearing their images and litles”.

Conclusion

In this paper the case for women's leadership is argued from
the writings of some of the foremast scholars and thosa with
wisdom. In Sri Lanka a goal sought by citizens is a St Lankan
identity and how can this amidst rigid unbending communal
obsessions and preoccupations. How does a communal identi-
ty overreach, bend, expand to embrace a Sri Lankan identily?
Itis notimpossible — one concrete step would be to understand
the difference and explore what links there are to fasten them
in a close, but loose unian. Rights, rituals, customs are locked
at from different perspective and those perspective should be
clarified and exposed for a clear understanding.

The objective of this paperis to present one such perspective
of leadership from the view point of some leading Islamic
scholars, Islam has given women equal rights although there
are passionate debates geing on about the vaned rights of
women in all sectors — political, economie, social and cultural.
To day there is a tendency among powerful people, to label
women who claim democratic rights as confusedly aping
westem ideas with the view io alienate the community from
its traditional purity. This atlilude exaggerated by the Waslem
media which thrives on the fact that all Muslim fundamentalists
are reactionaries and obscurantisis. The truth of course lies
elsewhere.

For Islam, however, from its inception ‘decadence s despo-
tism accepled in silence’ and ariculation of opposition and
dissension to denial of rights is healthy, because Islam is for
‘adala’ this is equality and justice for its women as well as men
(Imam and Kathib of Al' Utba al Khadra mosgue, Cairo -1943),

As regards “riassa” or slate leadership, Sheikh Ghazali,
Head of the Religious Council of the Amir Abd Al Qadir
University, {Algiers - 1971}, author (As Sunna an Nabawiya)
of the Traditions of the Prophet - {1990) wonders why “all these
well intentioned Muslim men are busy quoting a hadith stating
women's inferiority, instead of referring to all the versas of the
Quran where the equality of the sexes is made crystal clear....

The new |slamic era meant a new status for women. The
verse about Queen Sheba (Quran V.23, S.27) raised high the
aspiration of women by providing them with the role model
of woman as head of state. Fathima Memissi in. Can We,
Women Head a Muslim Siate? says many women in Muslim
history did aim that high and were successful in their endea-
Vours',
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Re-discovering Ravana

Sasanka Perera

Introduction:

In August 1993 on my way to Anuradha-
pura | came across an orange colored
concrete sign on the outskiris of Warya-
pola. As stated in the sign itself it was
erected by the Wariyapola Pradeshiya
Sabha. It welcomed visitors to the town
and stated the following (among other
things):

*You are entering the Warlyapola city,
which during the reign of King Ravana
served as a landing area for the vehicle
that travelled at the speed of air —

Basically, the sign referred to a pre-hi-
storic international airport, or in the very
least, a military airbase! It should be noted
that the word Wariyapola, the name of the
town, is quite significant in the context of
this epeculation. "Wa" means airin Sinha-
la, and “riya” means vehicle, while “pola”
refers to a space, Thus the amalgamation
of these meanings, in theory could refer
toa “place where a vehicle which travelled
by air or at the speed of air had landed.”
Meedless to say, | knew what this story
was all about, but was nevertheless
amazed atthe attempted public legitimiza-
tion or historicization of the Ravana myth.
For me, such a public attempt with clear
political sponsorship (eg., the sign was
erected by a UNP-controlled Pradeshiya
Sabha) to legitimize the Ravana myth was
a completely new phenomenanin Sinhala
sociely.

As anthropological literature  from
around the world has shown, cerlain
enduring myths are somelimes resurmre-
cted, re-interpreted, historicized and politi-
cized at certain socio-political junctures.
What | would like to attempt in this brief
essay is to try to understand some of the
dynamics involved in such processes by
focusing on how the Ravana myth has
been used in this manner by Sinhalas and
Tamils.

Ravana is one of the chief protagonists
in Valmiki's epic Ramayana. Various ver-
sions of the story have also seeped into
the folk lore of many peoples, the Sinha-
las, the Thais, the Tamils, and the Baline-
se among them. Currentily it appears that
both Sinhalas and Tamils claim Ravana
as their own personal ethnic and cullure

The author leaches sociology at the University of
Colombo. This essay appeared in LIVING WITH
TORTURERS, an ICES publication.

hero. More precisely, certain sactions wi-
thin these two ethnic groups seem to do
so. Why?

Constructions  of the past (through
myths, legends, history or whal is under-
slood as history) is essentially a political
and moral resource that has become an
expedient tool in the hands of paliticians,
nalionalists and scholars (someatimes of
course these different agents are the
same), who use them for their own political
projects involving nationalist, religious or
ethnic hegemenic and legitimization pro-
cesses. Inthe Sr Lankan context the past
is a highly contentious, contested and
prized commodity that is often used for
contradictory purposes by different, and
often mutually antagonistic, groups. This
phenomenon is more cleary manifest
amaong the Sinhalas and Tamils when
they attermpt to justify or legitimize the
presant on the basis of what they consider
1o be the authentic past.

The past is also sacred. Nationalist
interpretations of the past ideally should
notbe guestioned orreassessed by indivi-
duals within or exterior to the group. Such
individuals would allbe brandad astraitors
interms of nationalist discourse and rheto-
ric. This has already occurredin SriLanka,
and | believe would continue to occur
under similar conditions. The possibility of
castigation is one of the main reasons why
many Sri Lankan scholars have generally
been mute regarding key (“sensitive”)
issues, and this silence |s shockingly evi-
dent in the social sciences.

The legend of Ravana has been an
enduring one. Moreover, it has been at
the cenfre of quasi-historical research of
the academic fringe for some time — at
least since the latier part of the 13th
canfury: The question we should pose
then is whether in the context of evolving
sociopoliical realities the legend of Hava-
na has shifted from the obscure academic
fringe into the realm of ethnic politics and
nationalist rhetoric of Sinhalas and Ta-
mils. In essence this essay will attempt to
provide some interim answers to this que-
stion.

The Metamorphosis of Ravana in
Sinhala Society

| first came across Ravana as a child
in grade three or so through a lesson titled
*Dandumonaraya" in my Sinhala langua-
ge reader. The title of the lesson (in Sinha-

la} referred to the legendary aircraft Rava-
na was reputed 1o have had. This was my
first real introduction to the mythical king,
as | would assume was the case with
many of those in my generation studying
in Sinhala. The lesson and the teacher's
elaborations noted that Ravana abducted
Sita, the beautiful wife of Rama and impri-
soned herin Lanka. Ramainvaded Lanka
with the help of Hanuman, the monkey
general and rescued Sita. Clearly, Rava-
na even though he was supposed to have
lived in a place called Lanka (which we
were assured was none other than Srl
Lanka), was not an absolute Sinhala hero
on the medel of Dutugemunu or other
such kings.

Atthattime (late 1960s and early 1970s)
his characterization was problematic —at
least in the middle class conscience. On
one level he was perceived as athug who
stole someone else’s wife. That was con-
sidered to be the kind of thing that decent
people did not do. Al anather level he was
a hero because of his hercic militany
exploiis. After all he flew in an aircraft on
a secret mission long (really long) befora
those two Americans called the Wright
brothers invenled the aircrall. In fact on
a number of occasions we were told this.
The more clear heroes however, were
Hama and Hanuman. They, afierall, wera
the folks who rescued Sita and defeated
Ravana. But in an era with no television
o visually bombard us with the sleek and
airborme exploits of Superman and Bat-
man, Ravana's "Dandumonaraya” surely
captured our imagination. | think it was
precisely for this reason that he did not
completely lapse from our collective me-
mory. What is clear, however, Is that
except for those in the academic fringe
Ravana was not an ethnic hero for the
Sinhalas in general.

The firstimpelus for resurrecting Rava-
na in Sri Lanka emerged in the latter part
of the 19th century. The emergence of
such interests coincide with the 1870
re-discovery and excavation of ruins
which were claimed to be that of Troy, the
fabled city of Homer's epic lliad. the man
responsible for this re-discovery was Hei-
nrich Schligmann, an amateur German
archaeologisl. The basic similanties be-
tween Hamer's iad and Valmiki's Rama-
yana prompted these early speculations.
A much more sustained efforl was made
to resurrect Ravana later in the context
of the Hela Movement in the 1940 and
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1950s. Here, what Hela activists such as
Kumaratunga wanted was not so much
to resurrect the Ravana myth per se, but
to construct 2 much more ancient and
nan-Indic genesis for the “true language”
of the Sinhalas, which was identified as
Hela. Current Sinhala was perceivably
contaminated with foreigninfluences such
as pali, Sanskrit, Tamil and so on. The
main aim of the Hela aclivisls was fo
“purify” Sinhala by purging these forelgn
influences, and recreate its Hela identity
which was believed to have been lost. As
part of this endeavour, the Hela activists
suggested that the real language of the
Sinhalas (Hela) had a clear Sri Lankan
genesis, and that it was not of Indian
orngin.

These perceptions must be placed in
the context of the love-hate relationship
that the Sinhalas have had with India for
a considerable period of time. For insta-
nce while many Sinhalas accept ceriain
clear Indian influences such as Buddhism,
they are al pains o overlook other influe-
nees such as the influence of Tamil on
the Sinhala language. However, as part
of the Hela project it was necessary to
construct a respectable history for the
Sinhalas prior to the perceived arrival of
Vijaya, the mythical ancestor of the Sinha-
las. Current nationalist historiography and
popular conventions suggest that Vijaya
arrived in Sn Lanka with seven hundred
followers on the day the Buddha attained
Mirvana. Thus as far as Sinhala society
is concerned, the resurrection of Ravana
came aboul as an integral part of this
averall project. Thatis, as part ofthe claim
that there was a purely Sri Lankan histari-
cal tradition and civilization prior to the
arrival of Vijaya and later Indian influen-
ces.

Promoters of the Ravana myth have
variously identified him as a Yaksha or
Rakshaking. In Sinhala myththeYakshas
and Rakshas are recognized as the
beings inhabiting the land when the first
Sinhala settlers landed. They are specifi-
cally characterized as non-human and
derman-like. In fact, in current usage the
word Yaksha and Raksha referto demons
or rather malevolent forms of spirit life who
davour ar harm humans. Given the nature
of this rather strong popular tradition, an
atternpt has been made by Hela aclivists
o humanize the demonic persona of Ra-
vana in particular and the Yakshas in
general (Seneviratne 1991: 43),

The demonic persona of the Yakshas
is a strong component of the popular
tradition dealing with pre-Vijayan limes.
On the other hand, while the Hela tradition
suggeststhat RavanawasaYakshaKing,
the popular tradition does not always
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make this connection. However, the de-
monic. characterization of the Yakshas,
and the perceivably unethical behaviour
of Ravana (exemplified by his abduction
of Sita) are two main reasons why Ravana
and Yakshas have not been a strong part
of the Sinhala heroic tradition. This has
been the case irespeciive of the fact thal
certain place names (eg., Wariyapola and
Sita Eliya) allegedly referring to the Bava-
na story, and some localized myths can
be found in various parts of the island.
Thus when | asked thevillagers inWariya-
pola to show me where Havana's aircraft
had landed, they told me that there was
no such place, and that the sign referred
to above was the work of a group of local
politicians. So much for pre-historic
airports, not to mention the attempted
resurrection of Ravana in Wariyapola.

Ravana has been presented as the
most famous of these early Hela (or Ya-
ksha) kings. It has also been suggested
that Ravana's mythical capital Lankapura
was located within Sri Lanka. One of tha
main endeavours of activists involved in
historicizing Ravana has been the attem-
pted location of this capital. While many
names have been suggested, by far the
most favored is Sigiriya, the 5th century
AD rock foriress believed to be the work
of Kashyapa the first, [t is suggested that
Kashyapa built his foress among the
ruins of Ravana's Lankapura (Senevi-
ratne 1991; 130-136). Interestingly how-
ever, a colleague from the University of
Colombe who undertook six months of
field research in the Sigiriya area did not
find any references to Ravana in the
numerous oral histories and folk stories
that he collected.

Thus in practical terms the Hela project
was launched by a group of Sinhala adu-
cated middle class elites, and its appeal
was rather restricted as a result of its
vehemently anti-Sanskritic and anti-
Indian bias as well as a result of its vehe-
ment crlicism of established tradition.
Thus the resurrection of Ravana as part
of the language nationalism of the Hela
activists was relatively unsuccessful. Ho-
wever, the timing of the project is impo-
rtant. It emerged at a time that Sinhala
culiure and traditions were subverted and
devalued in the context of the dominant
colonial cullure by both the imperialists
and their local agents.

| would suggest that, in general, myths
in the heraic model are likely tobe resurre-
cled at times when a society or a specific
group is experiencing suslained stress,
Thus when the Indian armed forces in-
tervened in the Sni Lankan ethnic conflict
by sending froops to the Morthern and
Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka, at least

a few attempts were made to resurrect the
Ravana myth. Under these circumsta-
ncesthe “hate” component of the lave-ha-
te relationship with India which 1 referred
to above was triggered off, and many
Sinhalas became overlly anti-ndian. It
was in this contaxt that Ariyadasa Senevi-
ratne published his book on the Ravana
kingdom in 1221. In it he states that tha
book was published to honour President
Ranasinghe Premadasa. He made a di-
rect association between Ravana's per-
ceived anti-Indian sentiment and that of
Premadasa. He states that Ravana’s he-
roism and sacrifice three thousand years
ago was essentially similar to Fremada-
sa's herolsm:

“— With a war of words his Excellency
Ranasinghe Premadasa chased away
the foreign forces (Indian) sent to this
country by the modern Indian avatar of
Rama under the false pretext of ushe-
ring in peace —" (Seneviratne 1851),

The reascn for this allempted resurre-
ction of the Ravana myth had another
significant dimension, which isin fact refe-
rred to in Seneviratne’s staltement abave.
One reason for the Sinhalas' love - hale
relationship with India is the strong colle-
ctive memary of numerous and destructi-
ve Indian invasions of Sri Lanka in the
island's histonical and mythical past
Hence Seneviraine'sreference to Rama's
avatar. Sinhalas have always been wary
of a possible Indian intervention or history
repealing itself, and on this occasion their
fears seemed to have come lrue.

On the other hand, the conventional
belief among Sinhalas has been that they
are descendents of Vijaya, the Nerh
Indian prince. Atleast to some individuals
this Indian connection in the origin myth
ofthe Sinhalas became problemalic when
Indian troops (many of them from MNarth
India) were occupying parts of the country,
However, this-and other altempls af resu-
rrecting the Ravana myth ar modifying the
Vijaya myth was not slrong enough in
dislodging the Vijaya mythin the long run.
Even at this junciure, when there was
some political space for its possibla suc-
cess, the attempt to resurrect the Havana
myth has not been successiul. Thereason
clearly is that the Vijaya myth is too
strongly elched in the popular conscious-
ness af the Sinhalas, and that the Ravana
myth has never eccupied such a preemi-
nent position in the Sinhala conscious-
ness or imagination. Thus among the
Sinhalas the poliics of Ravana is still
predominantly an activity of the academic
fringe and a minute section of the middle
class.

(Next: Melamorphosis of Ravana in Tamil
Sociely)



PART 2

Tracking Fundamentalists

Bruce B. Lawrence

here are also two further thematic

issues that undercut the rhetorically
freighted but logically suspect conclusion
to this otherwise magisteral article: one
is gender, the olher is science.

Let us imagine that religious identity is
so variable that Al-Azm turns out lo be
correct in his prediction: even though Pro-
testant/Cathaolic fundamentalists fail, their
Islamic counterparits succeed. What
would be the components of the success
of Islamic fundamentalism? At the very
least it would have to confirm gender
hierarchy, a subject hintedatin the Al-Azm
article but neverdeveloped. ILis, however,
developed in a companion piece by Val
Moghadam in South Asia Bulletin.* Hers
is a restricted, country-by-country compa-
rison of Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan.
She provides a wide range of dala 1o
demonstrate how patriarchy persisls
underthe guise of developmentin all three
countries, with the result that all three
continue into the 1980s as postcolonial,
neo-patriarchal states opposed alike o
the educational advancement and occu-
pational oppartunity of women cilizens.
Yet Moghadam, like Al-Azm, strikes a
radical note of hope in herconclusion. She
posits that socio-economic change will
continue apace in all three countries,
indeed, “mass female education, the entry
of women into the work force, and the
expanded activities of women's organiza-
tions will be the strongest challenge to
patriarchy and the neopatrarchal state”
{p. 132). She labels her utopian conclu-
sion “determinist,” perhaps because it will
tum out, as Sharabi, whom Moghadam
cites, has argued, that gender will prove
to be the last redoubt of patriarchy, that
instead of marking the success of patria-
rchal nerms veiling and seclusion signal
their near term dissolution, that the very
accent on women's roles is a prelude to
their likely reversal and the consequent
overthrow of patriarchy. Many would like
to believe this argument but its inevitability
is, at the least, open 1o gqueslion. Mare
importantly, it is not the argument that
gither Moghadam or Al-Azm advances
with reference lo the empincal evidence
of their articles, whether derived from
extant literature (Al-Azm) or field dala
(Moghadarm). It may be that in his conclu-
sion, Al-Azm intends to suggest by the
metaphor “bursting through” that the ge-
nder asymmetry which now prevails will

break down, but such a reading, like the
outcome it suggests, remains elusive.

Equally problematic for his sweeping
affirmation of a future “success” for Isla-
mic fundameantalism is the ambivalent role
that science would have to play. Consi-
stent with Al-Azm's project throughout his
productive scholarly career has been the
firm accent he himself puts on science,
i.e., modern-day science, as a liberating
force. The present article continues that
praject. For instance, in commenting on
Mawdudi's fear of science, and Shukri
Mustafa's obsession, or pure phobia,
about it, Al-Azm adds:

For a better appreciation of this fear, |
would like to remind the Westem reader
here, that scientific inquiry, knowledge,
conclusions, applications, and generali-
zations still carry, in the context of pre-
sent day Muslim socisties, significant
traces of that intellectually and socially
liberative and liberating charge that
once characterized the modem scient-
fic enterprise In the days of Rabelais,
Galileo, Descartes and the Encyclope-
dists; along with the attendant sense of
axcitement, fascination, wonder, curio-
sity, discovery, novelty and, above all,
empowerment (Pt 1, p. 119).

In other words, sclence will always be
a challenge to religious certainty, which
is the inverse of the same point that he
made in Crtique of Religious Thought,
namely, that "religion as it enters the core
of our life and affects our intellectual and
psychological makeup is in opposition to
science and scientific knowledge — hear
and soul, literally and figuratively.”™

But for whom? Mot for all fundamenta-
lists or |slamists, carlainly not for Ayatollah
Mutahhari, whom Al-Azm treats at length
onlyin ene quote that suggests the Ayatol-
lah's disparagement of modern science.
But a closer reading of Mutahhari, and of
Shi'i fundamentalism in general, leads to
a different conclusion, As | indicaled in
Defenders of God,® Mutahhar, unlike his
Sunni  counterparts,  simultaneously
denies and affirms evolution. Rejecting
the Biblical notion of a single act of crea-
tion, Mutahhari affirms a continuous ‘evo-
lutionary' process of creation, which he
derives as the teaching, the “marvelous
logic” of the Keoran. He even goes so far

as to acknowledge different scientific
models of evolution, distinguishing the
gradualist model of Lamarck and Darwin
fromits successor, the punctuation model
formulated by Emst Mayr. In short, Muta-
hhariis not dogmatically against evolution
or evolutionism, as Al-Azm implies.

Unraveling from this differance are a
spate of other differences that have to be
introduced into Al-Azm's aricle in order
to balance its clear obiter dicta with some
competing data. There is not a single
Islamist or integralist or fundamentalist
world view or world picture, as he calls
it. There are rather multiple views, and
they often compete with each other, not
merely on the authority of personal lea-
ders and their idiosyncratic readings of
Koran and Prophetic reporis (Sunnahj,
but on the very nature of religious cateno-
ries and colleclive norms. Hence, unlike
their Sunni counterparts, Mutahhan and
other Shi'i fundamentalisis, embrace
ideclogy as a useful category. Going
beyond the dichotomy of religion/science,
they perceive two kinds of ideclogy. The
one, all too well known, mobilizes limited
group interests for material gain. But tha
other, which they cleary favor, aims at
nothing less than “the salvation of the
whole human species”. Islam, in their
view, conforms to this second Kind of
ideclogy, advacaling as its ultimate aims
“the victory of humanity over animality,
science over ignarance, justice over inju-
stice, equality over discrimination, virtue
overiniquity, piety over dissipation, tawhid
aver shirk.””

The Issue at stake, of course, concerms
notonly the distinction between Sunni and
Shi'i fundamentalism but also the faclors
increasing or limiting their success. In the
current debate about global fundamenta-
lism, it is true, as Al-Azm has aptly and
repeatedly noted, that America has provi-
ded the paradigmatic case, butitis equally
true that Iran has provided the driving
force far the present upsurge of interest
in Islamic fundamentalism. Since the role
of Iran has been downplayed in this arlicle
(it is only hinted at in the names of a faw
Iranian Islamists), Shi'i sources need to
be revisited with the same intensity as the
Sunni Egyptian documents that Al-Azm
guotes so fully and adroitly, indeed, to
better effect than any other scholar to
date.®
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| propose the following addendum to
Al-Azm's project. Global fundamentalism
is a novelty of the last two decades,
Without Islamic fundamentalism we must
refreal to what was supposed in the
1870's, namely, that Protestant American
fundamentalism stands by itself sui gene-
ris. From the vantage point of the
mid-1990s, the role of Islamic fundamen-
talism can and must be reassessed. It is
at ance pivotal and catalytic: it provides
the linchpin, the sine gua non, for the
comparative study of fundamentalism.
And among all the case instances addu-
ced for Islamism, integralism, or Islamic
fundamentalism, Iran and the Iranian re-
volution occupy center stage, Indeed, the
debale about Islamic fundameantalism
takes shape as an earthguake. Il reverbe-
rates outward from Iran. It presupposes
or highlights Iran, and then the Middle
East, the Arab world, the Muslim world in
expanding concentric circles. But they all
come back to the epicenter. And the epi-
center is lran. Iran outpaces all other
contestants for the laurel “flagship of 1sla-
mic fundamentalism'; athers are conside-
red by virtue of their ideological, which is
also often their geagraphic, proximity to
Iran. Put negatively, if one excludes Iran,
Islamic fundamentalism dissolves.

Let me restate my armicus curiae adde-
ndum to Al-Azm’s article without images
or metaphors. While supporting almaost all
of Al-Azm's original and provocative criti-
que of fundamentalism, | would expand
his thesis 1o include Iranian evidence as
follows. Global fundamentalismwas ‘inve-
nted’ afterthe lranian revolution. Itis avery
recent phenomenaon. Eliminate the Iranian
revolution and you cannot talk about Isia-
mic fundamentalism, (Of course, you can
try to talk about it, but only as a series
of circumstantial, unrelated isolates.) Eli-
minate Islamic fundamentalism in compa-
ring fundamentalisms, and you remove
comparative or global fundamentalism as
a viable topic of analytical inquiry or aca-
demic labor,

Equally important to stress, along with
the link to Iran, is the many colored quality
of Islamic fundamentalism. There are se-
veral, often competing notions of loyalty
to an authentic Islamic praxis. Nor are all
Muslims who stress praxis intrinsically,
inescapably  fundamentalists.  While
Al-Azm defines well the most radical care
group of Sunni fundamentalists, he is less
clear either about their Iranian counter-
parts or about the fringe elements that do
not fit well into either a fundamentalist or
integralist or Islamist profile. For instan-
ce, in accenting science as autonomous
from faith, he places Seyyed Hossein
Masr in the Islamist camp. But Nasr is
much more a Muslim modernist in traditio-
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nalist garh. Despite his effor to retrieve
sclence from “its secular and humanistic
matrix,” he firmly believes in the right of
science and scientists to be above the
judgment of ulamaand fugahawhowould,
in the name of Aliah, deride all science
as out of bounds for the faithful. Masr
repeatedly tries to argue that in principle
there should be no division between scie-
nce and Islam, and that it is the effort to
separaie olf modern science from premo-
dern or medieval science that has brought
about the clash of religion and science,
One candispute Nasr's notion of good and
bad science, but one cannot place him in
the same cadre of anti-scientists as Ma-
wdudi, Brohi or Cardinal Ballarmino, Gali-

leo’s “advisar.”

Finally, | want to demonstrate how
Al-Azm's nimble and multi-tiered argu-
ments would be bolstered by a stronger,
deeper probe into the relationship of post-
maodernism to fundamentalism. Only in
Part Two (p. 79) does he allude to postmo-
dernism, and then he brackets it with the
radical antiscientism of Shukri Mustala.
Indeed, in a stroke of ironic reversal, he
credits Mustafa "with a lot more credibility,
consistency and authenticity than his We-
stemn deconstructionist counterparts” (Pt.
I, p. 79).

While it is fashionable to lampoon the
new critics, and while | would not want to
attempt their full throttled defense inthese
pages, they do have more of a contribution
to make to the debate on global fundame-
ntalism than Al-Azm allows. Consider the
following observation by Anthony Appiah
in the still fresh aricle, “Is the Post- in
FPostmodemism the Fost- in Postcolo-
nial?™ Like Fredric Jameson, the leading
Althusserian exponent of postmodernism,
Appiah takes seriously context as well as
text. He guestions Weber's notion that
rationalization is the core of Western civili-
zation and Western world control, Appiah
slresses the pivotal difference between
the universal significance of the West,
which is clear, and its universal value,
which is less clear, Postmodernism, in his
view, underscores the degree to whichthe
Weberian vision has not baen fulfilled.

There has not been the friumph of
Enlightenment Reason — which would
have entailed exactly the end of chari-
sma and the universalization of the
secular. There has not even been the
penetration of a narrower instrumental
reasan into all spheres of life. (Rather)
the penetration of a scientific vision of
things describes at the most the tiny —
and in the United States quite marginal
— world of the higher academy and a
few islands of its influence. What we
have seen in recent times in the Unitad

States is not secularization — the end
of religions — buttheircommaodification:
and with that commodification religions
have reached further and grown — their
markets have expanded — rather than
died" (p. 344),

In other words, all the exponents of an
inevitable march to global economic deve-
lopment and: with it universal seculariza-
tion have proven to be short-sighted. That
is a major premise of postmodernism,

What then becomes the ravised fraje-
ctory of global history? And what are its
religious dimensions likely to be? At the
every least, it will interconnect religious
actors and movements in ways that
seemed previously unimaginable, and at
the same time it will fostermore ratherthan
less expression of radically public religion,
Le., fundamentalism.

It i= an this narrower point, the future
of religious fundamentalism, that | think
thal the new critics and postmadernism
have a contribution to make that would be
especially helpful for Al-Azm's project.
Consider the diachranic flow chart of Fre-
dric Jameson. By his reckoning, pastmo-
demism succeeds modernism for specific
socio-economic factors thal are linked lo
the development of lale global capitalism.
Ina much quoted article, Jamason argues
that postmodernism is precisely the cultu-
ral logic of late capitalism, dependent, as
itis, on routinized |abor, innovative farms
of technology and also expanding mar-
kets (most recently Eastern Europe and
US5R) where consumer appetite for capi-
talist commeodities grows unabated.'® And
even when capitalism itself seems not to
change on a dramatic or critical scale, the
cultural practices linked tao it in any given
perod do change, often with starling
speed, though without what Jamesan
calls "utopian compensation'.

Itis the separation of the postmadernist
project from its modernist antecedents
thal paraliels the crtical perception of
religious fundamentalism or integralism.
Integralism, like postmodernism, must be
related to histoncal antecedents but out-
side a diachrenic pattern. As Al-Azm has
convincingly shawn, the most strident fun-
damentalists disavow all history except lor
select moments from the ideal past that
inform and legitimate their own view-point.
In their radical reading of the divine plan,
they relate to the challenges of the present
rather than the glories of the past. Yetthay
cannot escape the dilemma of present-
mindedness: while they may lay claim to
transcendent timelass Truths, they in fact
re-evaluate and recast these same Truths
in light of the present or High Tech Era.
The God of History becomes the God of



MNow, stripped of the authority of tradition
and also its defenders.

Precisely because religious fundamen-
talism is, in Al-Azm's words, a counter-
reformation, it is very much a product of
glabal history in the twentieth century, as
much as are the literary/adistic/cultural
movemenis called modemism and post-
modernism, Far from being an ahistarical
mindseat or a cyclically recurrent pheno-
menaon, religious fundamentalism reacts
1o the greatest challenge of the present
era, namely, the logic of scientizing cultu-
re: from Charles Darwin and Thomas
Huxley to Carl Sagan and E.Q. Wilson,
the advocates of a godless cos-
mology, by replacing Genesis, Creation
and the Creator with the Big Bang, Chaos,
and now Infinite Expansion, have provo-
ked the fundamentalist counterattack.
Integralismhasbeen shapedby the forces
of modernization but especially the emer-
gence of that form of modemism which
excludes religious autonomy. In that se-
nse, fundamentalism Is at one with po-
stmodemism: functionally they are histori-
cal products of our recent history, even
though in beth grid and group they reflect
that history at near oppasite poles.

The functional affinity between post-
modemism and fundamentalism has not
been lost on Fredric Jameson, Jamesan,
more than any other theorist, has re-
worked the puzzle of capitalist culture and
global redirection. His stylistic opacity is
more than balanced by his ecumenical
grasp. For that reason alone he bears
fruitful juxtaposition with Al-Azm in ravie-
wing the two-part South Asia Bullstin
article.

But there is also anothersense inwhich
Jameson contributes to the same project
of situating fundamentalism in a postmao-
dem orbit. Like Al-Azm, he is not merely
Interested in the evidence of religious
data; he also probes the limit of what
actors themselves can tell us about thair
own motives, inlerests and outcomes.

InJameson's case, the issue of catego-
ries — their naming and invocation — was
piqued by his reading of Robert Bellah's
Habils of the Heart, one of the most
celebrated books on American religion in
the 1880s."" Modern religion of the kind
that Bellah and his colleagues investiga-
ted, belongs, In Jameson's view, to the
category of weak religion. It is weak reli-
gion because it is religion unrelated to
underlying socio-economic structures, It
is religion expressive of individualism, yet
individualism itself remains unexamined.
Bellah engages in conceptual slippage
from one theoretical model to another, so
that Biblical and Republican mements of

individualism become elided. Conversaly,
the blighted cancept of community among
Bellah's stibjectsis neveraddressed. Also
absent are what Jameson calls “genuine
leftalternatives,” with the resultthat Bellah
and his collaborators tumble “into the
confines of that familiar oldidea, American
exceplionalism.” Bellah never critiques
either late capitalist society or the powers
of contemporary religion. His shortcoming
is al once systemic and generational: he
mirrors whal right-wing intellectuals want
to hear about religion, namely, that it is
private belief system, that itis sall-ministe-
ring therapy, that itis publicly non-threate-
ning.

Jameson then goes an to decry the fact
that bourgeois American religion today is
little mare than the simulacrum of religion,
religlon transformed into its shadowy ima-
ge lacking both substance and authenti-
city. In its stead, Jameson would like to
see the emergence of religion on the left,
religian of tha sorf that contributed to the
Iranian revolution, that informs liberation
theology, or even the dynamics of the
synchronicity of the non-synchronous that
Ernst Bloch adumbrated but which has yet
1o be discovered "in the Anglo-American
language zone,"'® In short, Jameson har-
bors muted hope for religion: to be vital
aclors in the late capitalist maelstrom,
religionists must try to reinventa new form
ofthe utopian project, one which exceeds,
and so replaces, the thin, therapeutic
building biocks detailed, and commen-
ded, in Hahbits of the Heari.

Jameson's seeming imprimatur of the
Iranian revolution — and by implication,
Islamic fundamentalism — is qualified in
a recent, still unpublished essay “Moder-
nity after Postmodernism.” In this essay
he examines religious fundamentalism as
a case instance of that proliferation of
micropolities which he had alluded to as
a characlenstic social feature of postmo-
dermism in his 1984 essay, "Postmoder-
nism, or the Cultural Logic of Late Capita-
lism." Citing John Howard Yoder, on of
the most strident critics of theological mo-
dernism, Jamesen dubs him a fundamen-
talisl. Why? Because Yoder, in common
with other fundamentalists, rejects all the
literary critical devices that have sought
to explain scripture as remole rather than
immediate, its directives from the past only
acquiring relevance through modern rea-
dings. Against such interpretive relativism
Yoder advocates a synchronicity of imagi-
nation, intention and will with the originary
Biblical audience. Specifically, Yoder mai-
ntains that one can literally engage the
teachings of Jesus as did his first-century
Palestinian contemporaries. Hence dedu-
ces Jameson:

What fundamentalism asseris is that
there exists no Great Divide (as Bruno
Latour puls it) between the modern and
the ancient, between the West and the
rest, between the bourgeois eraandthe
society and culture of the scriptures.
Belief in that Great Divide, that radical
break, that radical Difference, was whal
authorized figurative and allegorical
interpretations of the Bible. But if that
belief or convictions weakens or vani-
shes, then a literal relationship to Je-
sus's teachings is no more impossible
for us, the citizens of the superstate and
of multinational capitalism, than far the
Middle Eastemn subjects of the Roman
Empire, something like this new ralatio-
nship to the past would also seent to
characlerize the other “fundamenta-
lisms™ of the present day, most notable
Islam.

If fundamentalism then becomes part
of postmodemnist determinations, it only
reinforces the vise-like grip of capitalism.
For capitalism lies at the heart of what is
meant by the West, modem times, reason
and sclence. And capitalism remains a
brutal hegemonic force, as “the blood of
innumerable colonized peoples attests.
The fact is that postmodernism does not
mark a break with the dynamics of capita-
lism that once expressed itself in moder-
nism (and in modernity and in mederniza-
tion) but rather a restructuration and naw
stronger form of that on a now global
scale.” Heligious fundamentalism,
instead of marking new possibilities for a
revitalized utopian project, reinforces the
fragmentary micropolitical outcomes of
late multinational capitalism.

Still another postmodern critic whao con-
tributes to the debate on religious funda-
mentalism in Stanley Fish. Especially va-
luable is Fish's notion of interprative com-
munities. Without confirming rank subjec-
tivism and cognitive relativism, Fish main-
tains that it is interpretive communities
wha determine what texts mean. And thay
determine meanings not by reading taxis
objectively but by responding to “the
bundle of interests, of particular purposes
and goals” thatinform every text. Yetsuch
readings are nol subjective, according to
Fish, because the meanings, as also the
lexts, which interpretive communitias pro-
duce, reflect “public and (often quite) con-
ventional points of view."?

It is this distinctive twist by Fish on the
old debate about interpreting literary texts
that makes his approach of value in look-
ing at religious fundamentalists. Precisely
because he refuses to look at the truth
or falsehood of competing claims advan-
ced by different interpretive communities,
Fish observes and analyzes the interests
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al stake in each proffered reading. It is
ironic, therefore, that an arch secular-
humanist — Fish worships only at the
altar of ACC Basketball — can provide
fundamentalist readers a point of access
to the arsna of critical academic dis-
cCourse,

But Fish goes even further: he notes
that determinate reading is one of the
principal ways in which one can read a
text, espacially a scriptural text. Determi-
nate readingimplies the suspension ofthe
very exercise of critical judgment since
that very exercise, It Is alleged, will lead
inexorably to bias and impiety. In his own
way Fish affirms the inerrantist reading of
Scripture, collapsing, as he does, the
chronological space between Biblical and
contemporary history. His is a move simi-
lar to the one by Howard Yoder that
Jameson analyzed as postmaodernist fun-
damentalism. To Fish such a move is
above either evaluation or condemnation;
it merely exemplifies the peculiar nature
of determinate reading. As he once re-
marked:

To someone who believes in determi-
nate meaning, disagreement can anly
be a theological emor. The truth lies
plainly in view, available to anyone who
has the eyes to see; but some readers
choose not to see it and perversely
substitute their own meanings for the
meanings that texts obviously bear."

In other words, religious fundamenta-
lists by their intrinsic nature can accord
no validity to other readings. Nor can they
show awareness, muchlessappreciation,
aof the new stages in critical theory that
have brought parts of the acadamy to the
point of admitting, without confirming, the
fundamentalist view of scriptura. The ra-
sult, ironically, is that “it would be literally
impossible for a fundamentalist to credit
the theories of a Fish or a Foucault, for
in so doing, the fundamentalist would
cease to be a fundamentalist."'® In other
words, the critical enterprise becomes a
one-way corridor: Fish or Foucault, Jame-
son or Al-Azm can be used to validate
fundamentalist readings but no fundame-
ntalist would recognizea their value as criti-
cal observers or astute analysts.

The contribution of Fish to the debate
then becomes a negative one: it shows
the extent to which, as Appiah reminds
us, there is but a minority of persons who
still believe in a Post-Enlightenment,
post-Modernist project, and for that very
reason the project will never achieve a
global consensus. The utopian vision
announced by Al-Azm. even were it 1o
succeed, would never be acknowledged
by his Islamist subjects, yet his article still
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serves a valuable purpose, for it does
finally make a difference that those attu-
ned io the dilemmas and ambiguities of
a postmodern world of global fundamen-
talists will listen to all voices, especially
when the voices themselves will not listen
o each other.

Or do they listen without acknowledging
that they listen? For one of the indisputa-
ble changes of late capitalism has been
the role of mass media, at once much
more intrusive and inclusive than ever
before in human history. “The mass me-
dia," Gianni Vatiimo reminds us, "have
assumed in the life of each individual an
infinitely maore impartant role than in any
other era of the past."'® Hence, those who
advocate determinate readings have to
share equal space with advocales of inde-
terminate or pluralistreadings. The implicit
message (s that readings which take
account of other readings are finally mare
valuable than those which do not. That
may be the greatest lesson from the inter-
face between critical theory and the latest
stage of global capitalism.

It also helps to understand the milesto-
ne that Al-Azm achieves in the present
article, for what he has done is to take
fundamentalist logic to its outer limits in
several traditions, To the extent that any-
one in the future wants to depict a funda-
mentalist mindset she will have to consuit
this article and, following its several de-
tours into the reading of unknown Islamic
texts or obscure pontifical tracts or Prote-
stantsectanan treatises, she willcome out
more aware of how richly varied is the
worldview of the single-minded patriarchs
of the Unknown Gad.

Future Studies of Fundamentalism

On the future of scholarship about glo-
bal fundamentalism, one can say, without
fear of contradiction, that what now
passes for scholarship on Islamic funda-
mentalism in particular and comparative
fundamentalism in general is doubly fla-
wed. Most approaches fall on iwo
accounts: they either malch their own
analysis too closely with the statements
of fundamentalist advocates, or else they
neglect the larger context of both the
modern world and the postcolonial nation-
state. The major opportunities for future
study lie in opposite directions. One points
to gender-specific approaches to the role
of women and sexuality in fundamentalist
cadres. It is no accident that the Egyptian
journalist, Faraj al-Fauda, assassinated
by modern-day Cairene Kharijites in June
15992, had exposed the sexual peccadil-
loes of his Islamist countrymen. Further
studies of Islamism, or |slamic fundamen-
talism, will reveal the limits but also the
suggestiveness of patriarchal norms for

religiously devout women. The other dire-
ction for future research is at once cross-
creedal and cross-cultural. It signals the
need for more numerous, and also mora
nuanced, comparizons. It requires closa
readings of the different motivations and
expressions of fundamentalist protest. It
suggests that the optimal strategy would
be to bombard the popular media as well
as academic bookstores with indetermi-
nate readings of the High Tech era, that
is 1o say, with more books that reflect the
scope and depth, the rigor and challenge
of Al-Azm's article on Islamic fundamen-
talism and its Chrisfian clanes.
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m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amonast these
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobacco
leaf in a barn. It is one of the hurdreds of such
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the aff season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacca grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves {um to
gold... to the value of over Rs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk,

Tobacco &8 the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
people are the tobacco barn ewmers, the tobacco
gronwers and those who worl: for them, on the lard
and in the barns.

For them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful work,
a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
enough reasan for laughter,

8% Ceylon Tobacco Co.Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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