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BRIEFLY. ..

‘No Bosnia here’
— President Chandrika

Addressing a seminar for tea-
chers, President Chandrika Banda-
ranayake Kumaraiunga said: "Let
us eschew communalism and
ambrace peace. Let us not allow a
Eosnia type situation to develop in
this country. Let us not allow this
country to become a hell on earth™.

The President said that the peo-
ple now had "a historic oppartunity”
to resolve the ethnic conflict by
suppaoring the government's peace
efforis. The people had to face rea-
lity and realise thal there was no
military solution to the ethnic con-
flict, she said.

“Ii we destroy Prabhakaran
without settling the issue politically
there will be hundreds more Pra-
bhakarans back on the scene”, the
Prasident said.

Devolution plan will win
approval
— TULF President

Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) President M. Sivasithampa-
ram told Radio Australia’s "Network
Azia” program that President Chan-
drika Bandaranayake Humaratun-
ga's devolution package was “fairy
certain” to win the overwhelming
approval of the majority Sinhala po-
pulation at a nationwide referendum

PACIFIC REVIEW

The article on SINGAPORE (the
politics of regional definition) by the
Sri Lankan scholar, Kanishka Jaya-
suriva (15/8/86) was originally publi-
ghed in the PACIFIC REVIEW Vaol.
7 (4) Routledge, edited by Prof. It
Higotte, Dept. of Government, Univ.
of Manchester, Manchester, UK.

and that it would definitely pass
through parliament with a two-thirds
majority.

The UNP would have no alternati-
ve but to go along with the PA
Government, the TULF leader said.

He warned however thatany dilu-
tion of the package under pressure
would disappoint the Tamil people,

Tamilnadu CM wants
more anti-Tiger powers

Tamilnadu Chief Minister Ms J.
Jayalalitha has asked Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao for an am-
endment to the Foreigners Act to
enable the State Government to
deal more effectively with LTTE
militants and their subversive acts,

Prime Minister Hao has detailed
External Affairs Minister Pranab Mu-
kherjee to liaise with Chief Minister
Jayalalitha on this.

More boats for the Navy

Sri Lanka Maval top brass are
now abroad shopping for craft to
boost SLN strength after the LTTE
destroyed several vessels recently,
Among the purchases will be gun-
boats and FACs (Fast Afttack
Crafts).

Mothers support package

Members of twenty women's
organisations affiliated to the Joint
Women's and Mothers' Federation
demonstrated in Colombao near Lip-
ton's Circus urging women and
mothers {o support the Govern-
ment's devolulion proposals to have
the way for peace.

Their placards and slogans said:
We will protect our children; devolu-
tion is democracy: war won't be a
solution; develution won't divide the
country; a political solution will unite
the country.

City fire — sabotage?

Police did not rule out sabotage
in the major fire that broke outin the
Bureau of Investmen! affice in Colo-
mbo Fort. There had been an inve-
stigation on atthe BOlinto the issue
of duty free vehicle import permiis
to non-existent expor projecis.

Editor's assailants
identified

Four suspacts have been identi-
fied as the alleged assailants in
the assault on Sungay Leader
aditor Lasantha Wickremaltunga in
Colombo a few months ago. Those
identified are M. Wijesiri Fernando,
L. Joseph Fernandao, A. Manjulaand
Sumana Janaka Aftapaitu, all of
Colombo, according to Media Mini-
ster Dharmasin Senanayake in
parliament. He was answering a
guestion by a UNP MP.
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NEWS BACKGROUND

THE MAHA SANGHA: NEW INTERVENTION

Mervyn de Silva

ne P.A. administration was one

year old last month, and already the
strains of office are becoming increa-
singly evident. This is also true of Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga. That
should be no cause for surprise since
"Chandrika" is the P.A.

Last month, the P.A. found itself in
trouble, perhaps serious trouble. Mot
only because of the war, and our 'little’
insurgency has casualty figures that
could match almost any other conflict of
its kind in the world. Mot just the war but
its political consequences. And now the
F.A. has a new, formidable foe — the
Maha Sangha, parly because of the
President's top adviser, Constitutional
Affairs Minister, Prof. G. L. Pieris, the
brains behind the P.A.'s “peace plan".
But it has been blessed by the Clinton
administration and the U.S. Congress
(bipartisan Congressional backing),
hailed by the European Union, the
Eretton Woods twins, the major donaors,
and India.

And yel, itis clear that far from main-
taining the record 62-63% vole that
candidate Chandrika obtained at the
Presidential polls, the P.A. is fighting
hard not to slip below the modest 50%
the 8-party ‘grand coalition” reached at
the parliamentary election in August.

Why? The mass mood (and therefore
the political situation, the balance of
forces) Is shaped by two issues: the
ethnic and the economic. | have placed
the “ethnic" first because it is the more
emotional and thus easier for any ama-
leur "opinion-sampler” toguage, Butthe
economic can be the more important.
What is absolutely certain is that the
economic and the ethnic together could
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make things exceedingly difficult far any
regime. There is a third factor which is
imporiant in most democracies and
proved crucial in 1994 — the clamour
for change after an unprecedented 17
years in office of the island’s conservati-
ve party, the U.N.P. Along with the cry
forchange camethemass expectations,
most of all, lower prices for consumer
essentials, a check on the soaring cost
of living.

The deputy finance minister (Prof,
Fieris, once more) insists that inflation
has been effectively checked. "Tell that
to the housewife" is the middleclass
voter's ready reply.

NEW INTERVENTION

And now we have a dramatic turn on
the ethnic front.... an intervention, not by
our great and friendly neighbour, India,
nor by the LLN. but the Mahanayakes
of Malwalte and Asgiriya, whoareloose-
ly introduced quite often by our anglici-
sed elite as the Archbishop of Canterbu-
ry and the Archbishop of York. Not pul-
ling any punches, the Mahanayakes
argue that the constitutional reforms
package with a "Union of Regions”, its
central item, is not only a betrayal of
Sinhala-Buddhist interests but a blue-
print for fragmentation. In short, a dan-
gerous assault on Sri Lanka's territorial
integrity, and unity.

The Mahanayakes do not stop there.
The Pieris package, they say, is alsoa
serious threat to Sri Lankan sovereignty.
They point to an important difference
between this blueprint and the Indian
canstitution on which itis plainly model-
led. In India, the central government in
Delhi can dissolve a State Assembly just

like President Jayawardene dissolved
the Morth-East Provincial Council, a
merger of the North and the East after
the Gandhi-Jayawardene  ‘Peace
Accord'. President J.R. dissalved the
council and its Chief Minister Vartharaja
Ferumal fled to India. Taking India as
an example, the Mahanayakes declare
that there is an abridgement of soverai-
anty together with a serious threat to the
island's territorial integrity.

Another oft-repeated criticism is that
the proposed North-East council would
control about & third of the land and 60%
of the coastline,

ISLAMIC FACTOR

EELAM strategists and ideclogues
have made a serious mistake in assu-
ming that the Muslims would stand with
them and not with the majority Sinhalese
because both communities speak Ta-
mil. The Muslims are entitled to theirown
coungcil, argues Mr. M. H. M. Ashraf.

Apart from whatthe Muslim communi-
ty perceives asarightto an autonomous
areain the eastern province, there is the
equally strong argument of geo-politics.
| have introduced it as “Our Islamic
environment" — Malaysia and Indone-
siainthe east, Bangladesh and Pakistan
in the north (I shall not include the Mu-
slims of India) and the Gulf west of Sri
Lanka: This writer has also drawn les-
sons from Bosnia. So it was a comfort
to hear President Kumaratunga say
“We have lessonstoleamn from Bosnia'!,

But wait. The first pariy to damonstra-
te in the streets against the Kumara-
tunga Flan was the JV.P, a fact it
would be foolish Lo ignore,



REGIONAL

Soldiers of Islam

ISLAMABAD

rime Minister Benazir Bhutto said

that Pakistani troops are the soldiers
of Allah Almighty and his Prophat Mu-
hammad (Peace Be Upon Him) and are
ready 1o serve in any troubled spot in the
Muslim world.

Pakistani solidiers are ready o reach
wheresoever their Muslim bretherm arein
difficulties,” she said in her address at the
inatigural session of the one-day Mational
Seerat Conference.

The conference was organised by the
Ministry for Religious Affairs to mark Eid
Milad-i-Nabi, the birth day of Haly Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him).

“These are the soldiers of Islam, of Allah
and his Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him), she said of Pakistan Army.
“It Is because of Ishge (love) Muhammad
(Peace Be Upen Him)," she said that
Fakistan ammymen are serving in Bosnia
as well as in Somalia under the Unitad
Mations command.

She said /sage Muhammad (PEUH) is
& strong source of atiraction and affinity
among the Muslim Ummah and that is
why that, “wein |slamabad are distressed
over the plight of our brethemn in
Bosnia." “Twenty-first century of [sag-e-
Muhammad (FBUH)" she asserted

She added twenty-first century is the
century of Asia where most of the Muslim
countries are located.”

Ehulio hoped that muslim countries
would make sirenuous efforts to make
slrides in the fields of science, technology
and economics so that,” they could talk
with courage with the developed
countries.”

She said Pakistan has always played
significant role to force unity among the

Islamic world and referred to the Islamic
Summit Conference hosted in Lahore in
18974, "Pakistan has the honour to gather
leaders from all |slamic warld in Lahore
where they offered collective prayer in
Badshahimosque andlookvery important
decisions,” she addad.

She said present government is also
making all out efforts for Muslim Unity and
has recently organised first ever Interna-
lional Conference of Women Parlia-
mentarians from |slamic World.

She said the moot provided Muslim
women an opporiunity 1o exchange views
and share their experiences.

“Islam holds woemen in high esteem and
the respect it accords to the womenfolk
is unprecedented,” she added.

She said histary is witness that women
have played important role in the prea-
ching of Islam. Mareover, she said Paki-
slan has been imparting lraining to the
nationals of other Muslim countries in the
fields of diplomacy, economics and in
various Islamic disciplines.

“Today is the era of diplomacy and
economy,"she said and added that Paki-
slan s poised to promote coopearation with
the Muslim countries in the fields of sci-
enca and technology. "We want trade not
ald,” she said, “as Islam forbids begging.

Frime Minister said Islam disallows hu-
manity to bow before anybody but Allah.
“Mo human being can give you anything,”
she added.

She said, "l am saying with full confid-
ence,” that the problems of the Muslims
are the result of," our weak faith.”

She said Muslims have digressed from
the the path of Islam culminating in the
weakness of their faith.

Prime Minister Benazir Bhullo said
Islam lays great stress on the sel up of
a slrong system and institutions but
unfortunately, “we have a weak system
and infirm institutions.”

She said Islam abhors dictatorship and
has always emphasised for consultation
among its followers. “The daily five pra-
yers, the weekly Friday prayers and
annual Eid prayers and Haj," she said
were the ample proof for the contention
that Islam wants its folowers to sit togelher
and consult their matters.
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OFINION

GIMWU and WSO on the Devolution Proposals

& propose to look at the

devolution proposals officially relea-
sed by the Government on August 03,
1585 from the standpoint of the exploited
as opposed to that of the exploiters and
their allies disguised as the guardians of
the Sinhala race. Representing the mo-
derm and young workers employed mainly
in and around the Export Processing
Zone, Katunayake under the present
open-market economic system the Gene-
ral Industrial and Media Workers' Union
(GIMWU) and the Workers' Solidarity
Organisation (WSO) cannot have any
olher parspactive in this matter.

Wi believe that all legislation and maore
so the constitutions of countries reflect the
natura and character of the ruling classes
of those countries as governed by the
balance of forces between the ruling clas-
sas and the ruled in a particular historical
conjuncture. So are the present and the
previous constitutions of Sri Lanka. Sowill
be its consiitutions of the future too.

The current devolution proposals of the
Government reflect a reordering of the
structure of the state under the onslaught
of the ongoing ethnicwar. Even ethnic war
is a distorted outburst of conflicting class
interests. The ethnic war in Sri Lanka is
like the belated outburst in isolation of the
ethnic conflict within India's greater
strugale for Swaraf against British impa-

‘rialism because there was no such
struggle here. When we say we look at
the devolution proposals from the pars-
pective of the exploited we include the
oppressed sections of the ethnic minori-
tias as well.

The most urgent task that any kind of
develution proposals in this Country
should serve foday is to end the ethnic
war. We do not think the present propo-
sals by themselves will serve that purpose
because the Government whilst discus-
sing its proposals with forces that do not
really matter in the North-East is locked
In War with the LTTE which is the maost
effective force in the area.

Inaur May Day resolution relaling to the
ethnic war we called upon the Govern-
menl o make public its proposals for a
palitical solution of the North-East war by
a real devolution of power and to initizte

4

an immediate ceasefira with the LTTE on
that basis before the self-destructive mili-
tary option becomes the only option. Itis
also our view that the ground situation in
the Morth-East is such that all devolution
proposals that do not involve the LTTE
will become mera intellectual exercises if
not hypocrisy. These proposals should
nal be made to serve as an election
platform far the Government whilst main-
taining & warfront to satisfy the ethno-
gxtremists.

Therefore all steps have to be taken fo
bring the LTTE to the negofiating table on
the basis of these proposals which were
missing in the earlier talks both this gove-
rnment as well as the last one had with
the LTTE.

If this is not done without delay the
self-destructive ethnic war will be the only
altemative for this Country despite the
devolution proposals. Then, whilst the
government will be fighting with its propo-
sals in one hand and gun in the other the
ethno-chauvinistic opporiunists on the
right as well as the left will be supplying
fueltoignite the conflaguration hoping that
they could benefit by it. Although ultimate-
ly both parties are sure fo end up together
at the guiliting of history the country will
end up in ruins, The LTTE should realise
that in this sense their fate too is sealad.

The devolution proposals by them-
selves are by no means clear-cut and
unequivecal on many matters. However,
without jecpardising the historic opport-
unity it has offered the country to search
for lasting peace we pose the following
initial questions for now in order to encou-
rage an essentially meaningiul discussion
before a final solution is evolved.

1. Why is it that these devolution propo-
sals are not made part and parcel of
the democratisation process wherein
the execulive is responsible to parlia-
ment?

2. Why is it that whereas executive
power of the Regional Councils is
clearly vested in the Boards of Mini-
slers headed by the Chief Ministers
and collectively responsible to Regio-
nal Councils the executive of the
centre is vested in the hands of an

all poweriul President who is not
respansible fo Pariament?

3. Why is it that eight Regional Councils
have been proposed whereas what
is sought fo be resalved is the ethnic
conflict in the North-East?

4. Why is it that it is proposed to bring
Colombo and Sri Jayawardenapura
Koite directly under the Centre to be
administered “in such manner as the
Centre may think fit?”

5. Why is it porposed to have a system
of specified Schoals and Universitiss
declared “Mational" which will lead to
the perpetuation of the system of
Schools for children of privileged
families instead of abolishing such a
system?

8. Why is it that the Minister in charge
of Constitutional Affairs has publicly
declared that a “Supreme Council of
the Sangha" will be set up in connec-
tion with' fegistative matters although
the proposals do not mention it and
although secularism is a primary
concepl of modem governance?

Under coverofthe devolution proposals
the government should neither pastpone
norsuppress atherissues. If that happens
those other issues will aggravate and
these proposals will be suppressed by the
explosion of those otherissues. Therefora
the devolution proposals should be dis-
cussed whilst fulfilling and not ignoring the
govemment's obligations regarding ather
issLEs.

The develution proposals should be
discussed freely, openly and in depth. It
is the duty of both government controlled
as well as privately owned electronic and
print media systems to open their chan-
nels and calumns for such a discussion,

Itis with this hope that we present our
preliminary statement io the President
and release it to all media authorities,

H. A, Seneviratne
General Secretary

WORKERS SOLIDARITY ORGANISATION
GENERAL INDUSTRIAL AND MEDIA
WORKERS UNION



YOUTH

Awaiting Another Storm?

Egerton Perera, S. J.

n Oclober 1888, President Premadasa

commissioned an illustrious group of par-
song, headad by Prof. Lakshman Jayatilieks,
... lo inguire into ..... unrest and .... discon-
tent among .... youth ..... and report on the
causes for such ..... unrest and discontent
..... and make _.... recommendations....".

InJanuary 1990, theiringuiries completed,
they submitted the ‘Report of the Presidential
Commission on Youth', Whatever ane may
think of its recommendations orthe cbstacles
that prevented their implementation, in my
opinion, its analysis of the causes of youth
unrest, in the MNorth and especially in the
South, was correct and incisive and is of
immense assistance to understand the con-
dition and the situation of the yeuth of our
countiry today.

According to this Heport the causes of
youth unrest could be summarnized in that
popular phrase, 'Colombata ki — apals
kekin’. What this phrase meant to the youth
who coined it was that the rural youth of our
country were discriminated against.

A rural youth could be intelligent and may
have obtained a Degree with distinction; and
yet, if the youth was not fluent in English,
could not wield the kaduwa, or did not have
sufficient 'pull’ or influence with the rich and
the powerful, there would be no chance (o

prove herseli or himself. The youth would not

be given ‘a place in the sun' in Sr Lanka
and would end up frustrated and resentiul
and fall pray, easily, to the incitors of vio-
lence.

Let me illustrate thiswith a few examples:

Many people have told me that the pecns
in their offices or factories speak better
English than our graduates and so that they
would never employ a graduate in their firms.
On the other hand, there is a friend of mine,
a CEO of a large Company, who employed
some graduates with the promise of promo-
ting them to the executive grade if they
proved themselves within a probationary
penod of two years. But, he soon found that
hali of these graduates ware acquitting tham-
selves so creditably that he promoted them
within six manths, It did not matter to my
friend that these graduates were not fluent
in English. He understood that they wera tha
victims of circumstances having dane their
primary and secondary education, over a
period of twelve years, in Sinhala or Tamil.
What he sought — intelligence, initiative and
industry — he discovered in them, because
he gave them a chance of proving them-
selvaes,

It is this type of youth who mostly feel
discriminated against,

And 50, the Commission warnad in the
Preface of its Report: “Unless there is an
urgent efiort o alleviate suffering and to
arrest the denial of basic amenities and
opporunities for RURAL YOUTH (emphasis
ming), the cycle of violence is very likely to
recur with even grealer frenzy and cause an
even more real threat lo the sunival of
democracy and the spint of freedom™.

And it made an impassioned appeal: "It
is therelore time for the Mation as a whole
toengage ina search for consensus, without
arrogant self-rightecusness or acrimony, but
in the hope of building a better future for the
next generation of our youth™.

Thatwasin.January 1990, Five years have
gone by. But, alas. that appeal has gone
unheaded. Mo significant sleps have been
taken since then to eradicate this discrimina-
tion against our rural youth, Many of our rural
youlh, from the North as well as from the
South, languish in the corridors of the unem-
ployed even after graduation and — help-
less to liberate themselves from this unjust
situation — seaethe with discontent, frustra-
ticn and resentment.

As | have been working with the youth of
the WUniversity of Peradeniya for over four
years now as the Catholic Chaplain, it is
possible that people would ask me what
concretely could be done to eradicate this
discrimination and build a better future for
the youth of our country,

In reply, | wish to relate the story, the true
story, of an enriching encounter | had with
a graduate recently passed oul from the
University of Peradeniya. An Arts graduate,
this young man found employment as a
management trainae in the Provineial Admi-
nistration. He was posted to the Matale Dis-
trict. His duties required that he periodically
visit many villages in the Rallola area —an
area scenically beautiful and ecologically
quite unspaoilt. He had nol warked in this area
for more than six months when | met him.
And he told me with much joy and pride:
“Father, our people, our rural people, are
poor only in terms of money. Their land is
beaufiful and ferile; and the people, simple
and rich; rich in human qualities and attitu-
des. | will not leave this area unless | am
literally forced to". | confess: my eyes and
my heart swelled up with joy and pride
because it was hearening o see a person
as young as this having such a clear perce-
ption of reality. Itis a perception one just does
not see amang many of his elders, however
educated, rich and poweriul they many be.

One concrele and practical way, therefore,
in which all of us could respond to the sum-
mons of the Youth Commission and wipe out
discrimination against rural youth is to put
aside whatever prejudices we may have and
with eyes wide open discover the beauty and
the richness, the intelligence and the capakbi-
lity, of our people, especially our youth.

This Is just one way. Perhaps another is
o ‘expose’ ourselves and our children to our
rural people in different areas and lo the
circumstances in which they work and live,
aven if we come from rural aréas ourselves.
I have found these ‘exposures’ to be effective
‘eye-openers’, wiping out prejudices and
deepening understanding, in a lasting way.

If we reflect upon this situation together
and seck some concrete and practical ways
in which we could do away with such discri-
mination, | am confident we would discover
many others. And our youth would be so
grateful to us for that, And whal is more, this
land of ours, Sr Lanka, will be a saier and
a happier place for all of us, and the genera-
tions Lo follow, to live in with dignity.

During the pastfew years, | have predicted
that there would be an Insurgency 1995,
uriless this diserimination against rural youth
is eliminated. However, in my Annual Report
this year, | said that | do not think this
prediction of mine will come true in 1995,
because our rural youth, with hope springing
eternal in their breast, wish ta give President
Chandrika, whose sincerity and freshness as
a politician they admire, yet a litthe more time.

But, for how long? Already, there are
evidences of impalience and resllessness;
already the storm clouds of insurgency seem
to be gathering in the southern sky. Uniess
influential groups —the Temple, the Church,
those employed in the private and public
sector, NGOs, varous Social Movements,
and the nation as a whole — make a the-
rough study of this problem, of what is meant
by ‘Colombata kii — apala kekid® unless
they pool their resources and discover effec-
tive means of eradicating such discrimination
from our midst and providing a better and
more just future for our youth; and unless
this is done without any further delay, we will
soon be caught up in yet another violent and
destructive insurrection in the south,

And yet, | think that it is still possible to
slall this insurgency that seems lo come
rushing at us. The way to do it is for every-
one 1o heed the appeal of the Presidential
Commission on Youth, with the urgency it
demands.



T.

B. SUBASINGHA

The Testament of a Statesman

The interview given from the hospital bed, a few days before Mr. T. B. Subasingha passed away,

[The interview by Mr. Sarath Perera appeared in the Siluminag on 13th August 1995, a day after his
funeral.]

Q:

Mr. Subasinghe, as a person who has had a long and
wide experience in the political sphere, what are your
comments regarding the political package presented
by the President Chandrika Bandaranayake Kumara-
tunga?

The President has gone the maximum length she could
have along the road to the Devolution of Fower. She has
been honast and straight forward in her endeavour,
Whoever wishes a better future for this country should
suppaort these proposals. If there are any deficiencies,
these should be discussed and solutions found for them.
I 'do not think could be very many deficiencies.

Butalready eriticism has been aimed atthe package?

A person, be it a Sinhalese, a Tamil or a Muslim, who
has genuine love for this couniry cannot disregard these
proposals, There is no other alternative,

The only shoricoming is that during the last elections, the
Govemment could have explained to the people, at least
briefly, what they were planning to do and place it before
them. The failure to do this is a drawback. Had they done
s0, there would have been no opportunity for those who
were lying low at that time 10 raise their heads now. But
we must not forget that the PA placed the basic concept
ofdevolution of power before the people or that Chandrika,
who spearheaded these proposals, obtained a majority
of 62% in the presidential elections. Therefora, this was
an endorsement of it

Some people try to complicate matters by trying tointerlink
these political proposals to devolve powar with the aboli-
shing of executive powers of the President. Some sections
of the PA itself are trying to do this. Without a new
fundamental constituent instrument, you cannot achieve
any of this.

Some people believe that due to these proposals, the
country will get divided.

These proposals will only unify an already divided cou niry.
| have been in politics for over sixty years. | was in
parfiament since 1947, Devolution of Power is an idea
of the present era. In this era, no country, whether big

or small, can carry-out administration of peripheral areas
and meet their needs and aspirations from its capital.

This misconception was there from the baginning. In 1948,
independence was obtained after negotiations with the
British rulers without resorting to a struggle for freedom.
Due tathe effects ofthe freedom struggles of neighbouring
countries, we were given independence without sacrifice.
The elite ruling class of the day were far removed from
the masses. They were even oposed to the granting of
the franchise. They had their own agenda and priorities.
It was common to both the Sinhalese and the Tamils.
In the end, these two groups too went in different dire-
clions.

See how these peopole created national questions. The
best example of this is the plantation labour of Indian
origin. As the govemning class could not achieve what they
wanted, they deprived the voting rights of these Tamil
plantation workers. Although these same people who
deprived the voting righis had to subsequently restore
it, this problem has not been completely resalved.

This is a multi-national sciety. The elite governing class
did nat accept at the beginning the idea that the ather
sections apart from the Sinhala majority should also be
involved in govermnance. But Mr. Bandaranayake acce-
pted for the first time, in 19586, that thiz Is a multi-national
country.

Do not some people say that the root cause of all
these problems is Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranayake ma-
king Sinhala the official language in 19567

It is a long story. | will tell you one thing. It was Mr.
Bandaranayake who said for the first time that it would
be a federal system that would be maest suited for 1his
country. His idea was that both Sinhala and Tamil should
be made official languages. This can be proved from the
speaches he made in the State Council,

During the 1956 election campaign, the then Prime Mini-
ster, Sir John Kotalawela mada a speech at the Delft
islands and said that if he came into power, he would
make both Sinhala and Tamil the official languages.



Q:

During this period, the MEP was formed. it was somewhat

" an amorphous Front, It consisted of extreme leftists as

well as the extremne right wing. Also, in this Front, thera
were politicians who were businessmen as well as Bud-
dhist priests who were businessmen. These peapla
brought forward a proposal to Mr. Bandaranayake that
only Sinhala should be made the cificial language. In the
end, Mr. Bandaranayake had o bow down to these
exiremists.

Was it after this the Bandaranayake — Chelvanaya-
gam (BC) Pact was brought-out?

During this time, Mr. Bandaranayake was the Prime
Minister and | was his parliamentary Secretary. He was
in-charge of Foreign Affairs and deflence.

Ir. Bandaranayake and | were very close to each other.
|'was the deputy in his ministries. For most conferences
abroad he sent me as the represaniative. He senl ma
1o establish diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and
China. | was the representative at the discussions held
in England regarding the nationalization ofthe Suez Canal
by Egypl | ean slill remember of the words he spoke
regarding this Conference.

“Sube, in this place there are people with outmoded
ideas. They do not know our thinking on these matiers.
Sube, You know my Ideas. You go for this discussion”

Can you explain the situation which arose about the
B-C Pact?

Yes, after the disturbances, as a step to ensure righls
of all citizens, Mr. Bandaranayake signed the B-C Pact.

After this, a surprsing situation arose. People like M/s.
C.F. de Silva, Maithripala Senanayake, Philip Goone-
wardene and Mrs. Vimala Wijewardene who were in the
Cabine!l opposed this Pact.

| can still remember, | was the only person out of those
who held office at the time who supporied Mr, Bandarana-
yake without reservation.

| will tell you a story to show how close | was to Mr.
Bandaranayake. During this period, discussion were ini-
liated lo take-over the Katunayake Airport and the Trinco-
malee Harbourwhich were then under the British. SirJohn
Kotalawala expecting to return a5 prime minister had
invited Lord Mountbatten to come to Ceylon to parlicipals
in ceremonies. Sir John lost the elections. But Mr. Banda-
ranayake who came to power confirmed the invitation to
Lord Moutbatten. Only | was asked to padicipate in the
discussions held between Mr. Bandaranayake and Lord
Mountbatten. Even the Permanenl Secratary to Mr. Ban-
daranayake's Ministry, Mr. Gunasena Zoysa, was not
invited for this.

The discussion was held at the Prime Minister's office.
By this time, Lord Mountbatten had gained experience
as High Commissloner to countries like Burma and India.

Mr. Bandaranayaks told Lord Mountbatten, “Sir, you know
about paople in our countries. They do not like to keep
foreign forces, Therefore, please withdraw the British
Mavy from Trincomalee and ihe Royal Alr Force from
Katunayake. Lord Mountbatien assessed the situation
and said "Mr. Pime Minister, | know theirway of thinking.
I will recommend your requestto the British Governmant.”

It was after thase discussions that the foreign forces were
removed from Ceylon.

But after this Mr. Bandaranayake, who was the author
of the B-C Pact had to abrogate the Pact.

After the riots, Mr. Bandaranayake was compelled {o take
such a step. Many people from his Cabinet itself forced
him to do so. Most of them are net living today.

| was distressed about all this. One day, | prepared my
Lelter of Resignation and met him at his residence at
Hosmead Place. We discussed things for over two hours
and he told me of the problems he had to face in his
Cabinet. Mr Bandaranayake once offered to make me
the Minister of Industries and on another occasiontomake
me Speaker. | recommended and he accepted the peaple
whom | thought most suitable for these posts. When |
handedover my Letier of Resignation to Mr. Bandarana-
yake, he said, "Sube, if you resign now it would appear
a5 ifyou have stabbed meinthe back. Youare my deputy.
At the end of the month there is going to be a Conference
of the United Nations, You attend this. You also stay for
the Annual General Assembley Sessions which is to be
held in September and come back in January. On yaur
return if you still feel that you want to resign, you can
go ahead and do so”. | went on this assignment and when
| returmed, the situation had become worse. | resigned.

Whatever it is, certain sections consider the Federal
System or introducing a similar system as the first
step towards a separate state.

As mutualtrust and confidence develop among provineial
enfities, the economic interaction and relationship among
these entities would be slengthened. Calcutia withoul
Bombay or New Delhi without Calcutta is not feasible in
India. Similarly, in SriLanka, Jaffna cannot survive without
Colomba. The first thing is to clearly understand these
proposals. In the final analysis, if all this is to be implemen-
ted and if the country were to prasper, | must emphasise
that the people wha are to serve as Ministers and Mem-
bers of regional bodies must be those with a training and
understanding of the issues involved and above all have
a clear political commitment.



PART 2

The Peace Hoax

S. Sathananthan

LTTE, the PA and the “peace process”

The arguments above were published
about two manths before the 1994 parlia-
mentary elections. As predicted no paliti-
cal proposal for the reselution of the Tamil
Cuestion, orthe peace package, was ever
presented to the country in either the
parliamentary or the presidential elec-
tions.,

However, Mrs Kumaratunga conlinued
to speak ambiguously about “peace” in
the abstract during the campaign for the
presidential election. The stated prefer-
ence for peace was the SLFP's positive
response to the wish among the vast
majority of people in all communities for
a negotiated solution to the civil warinthe
MEF. This “peace climate” was a product
primarily of the successiul armed resist-
ance of the LTTE and sacrifices of Tamil
people, which together neutralised the
Government's military option. These argu-
mets were fleshed out by the Action Group
af Tamils in Calombo (AGQTIC) in the
article "Who Are the Peace Makers?"
(Sunday Observer, 30/4/95).

Most Colombo-based Tamil parties had
urged first the UNP and then the PA
Governments to put forward a peace
package. They argued that political nego-
tiations for, and movement lowards, the
resolution of the Tamil Question will margi-
nalise the LTTE in the NEP. For instance
Mr D Sithardthan of the Peoples Libera-
tion Organization of Tamil Eelam (FLOTE)
advised lhe UNP Government to work
towards & political solution; because “then
only the LTTE can be alienated from the
massesandthenonly LTTE canbedefea-
ted or weakened" (The Island, 10/4/24).
A few Tamil parties formally declared that
any negotiated solufion shouldinclude the
LTTE. Butin fact Tamil parties, except All
Ceylon Tamil Congress (ACTC), saw the
destruction of LTTE as the immediate
objective of the “peace process’,

B

The concrete first step to initiate the
“peace process” was taken by the LTTE
in September 1954, two months before
the presidential election. Mr Prabhakaran
personally wrate to the PA Govermmen!
“calling for peace talks". The Deputy De-
fence Minister Colonel Anuruddha Ratwa-
tte replied that “the govemmeant.... is pra-
paredioenterintoaprocess of negotiation
to evolve a solution to the MNorh-East
conflict” (The fsland, 8/3/94). In tumn the
LTTE announced that it is “preparad to
accept a ‘substantial [devolution] pack-
age' as an alternative to its demand for
8 separale State” (The lsland, 22/9/94).
A series of reciprocal actions followed
between the LTTE and FA Govemnment.
Fighting however continued on the
ground, including the Army operalion in
Achchuveli and the sinking of the naval
vessel “Sagarawardena” by the LTTE off
the coast of Mannar. Mevertheless
TULF's Dr Tiruchelvam emphasised that
“a strong political process must be set in
action, hoping [for] a successful eonclu-
sion".

The widespread belief among anti-
LTTE forces in the South was that the
LTTE, being a guerilla organization, would
naturally be reluctant to participate in pali-
tical processes. Sowhen the LTTE invited
peace talks and took the unprecedented
step of dropping the demand for a separa-
te State, it was mistakenly assumed that
the LTTE was being pushed into negotia-
tions with Govermment by the averwhel-
ming desire for peace among the Tamil
people, as explained by the Information
Minister Dharmasiri Senanayake: “The
LTTE also surely feels the craving for
peace” and “does not want to be seen
as opposing that kind of movement" ( The
Island, 30/9/94).

The Government's strategy wastokeep
the “"peace process" alive, to lure the
LTTE into the “peace trap”. One objective
was not to let the LTTE escape from the

“peace trap” by resorting to violence, as
it supposedly had done in June 1930.

The first round of talks was held on 13
October. The LTTE nominated ranking
members Messrs Karkalan, llamparithi,
Havi and Dominic. Prime Minister Kuma-
ratunga’s delegation consisted of Messrs
K P Balapatabendi (Private Secrelary to
President), Lionel Fernando (former Gov-
ernment Agent, Jaffna), and Rajan Asir-
watham and MNavin Gunaratne from the
private sector. The Prime Minister's team
contained neither ranking members of the
SLFF nar members of the Cabinat. The
delegation was seen as Mrs Kumaratun-
ga's personal team with no official stan-
ding in Government. The suspicion arose
whether the talks were window dressing
with a view to attracting Tamil voters at
the coming presidential elections. And
doubls about the Government's stated
commitment to peace were reinforced
when “autharitative sources™ explained
that “it. was..... decided to keep any
ministerial-level discussion il after the
presidential  elections” (The Island,
18/10/94). Mrs Kumaratunga's sincerity
was in guestion especially because sha
avoided presenting a peace package. In
contrast the UNP presidential candidata
Mr Gamini Dissanayake (who was assas-
sinated befare the election) did formulate
a Scheme for Devolution of power in his
“Gamini's Vision of the 21st Century”
(fsfand, 2/11/94),

However, most Tamil parties, with the
exception of the ACTC, supported Mrs
Kumaratunga for the presidency. The
EPBLF called on “all peace loving people
and democratic forces to rally behind the
initiatives taken by the Prime Minister and
to ensure that she wins the forthcoming
presidential election” (Caylon Daily News,
2/11/84). TULF's Mr B Sambandan
appeared on nalional television an the
evening of 7 November to exhort Tamils
to vote for Mrs Kumaratunga, to “streng-



then her hand”. Tamils were assured that
the Governmant will put forward a peace
package after the presidential election.

Mrs Kumaratunga's position, of uncon-
ditional peace, began to shift three days
before voting iook place. At a campaign
meeting in Mittambuwa on 7 November,
she declared that "concessions, ifany, will
begrantedtothe LTTEonlyifit subscribed
io peace” (Caylon Daifly News, 8/11/94),
And she specified the PA Government's
official policy on the approach tothe “pea-
ce process” at the inauguration of the
presidency on 12 November: “We will
ensureihatourapproachiopeace will fully
address, the necessity to safeguard and
sirengthen the rights of the Sinhala people
while recognising dignity, self respect and
equality in treaiment for all communities”
(Sunday Times, 13/11/94).

President Kumaratunga's Movember
12th statement indicated thatin the Gove-
rnment's view the rights of Sinhalese are
in some danger. By implication tha finger
of accusation was peinted at the Tamils
in general and the LTTE in parficular,
Secondly the refusal to refer to the righis
of other communities can only mean that
the PA Government prefers to ignore the
rights of Tamils and Muslims as a matier
of official policy. Inthe face of this chauvini-
stic policy, the “left-wing” pariners of
SLFP within the PA and many “progressi-
ve" supporters outside Government have
been opportunistically silent. AGOTIC is
perhaps the only arganization which publi-
cly questioned the Government's policy
(Sunday Observer, 1/1/95).

In the view of critical Tamil analysts the
“peace process” died with the November
12ih statement.

The new President spoke of a robust
"peace process” in motion. The LTTE in
turn offered a unilateral cessation of hosti-
lities on the next day (13th) effective for
seven days (Ceylon Daily News,
15M11/94). However the Govemment
claimed it was not officially notified of the
offer. The LTTE as well as the Gove-
rnment continued to posture against, and
trade accusations between, each other.
And people of all communities awailed the
Government’s peace package, because

the history of aborive Pacts with Tamil
politicians, repeated pogroms against
Tamils and the fallure to fully implament
the 1987 Indo-Lanka Accord placed the
onus of putting forward political proposals
overwhelmingly on the Govarnment.

The PA Government announced that its
peace package will be submitted to the
Parliamentary Select Committee on Con-
stitutional Reform in late Movember. But
the Novembar 24th working paper sub-
mitted by Government to the Committee
dealt with the abalition of executive prasi-
dency, strengthening fundamental rights
and judicial review of legislation (Cayion
Daily News, 26/11/94). No mention what-
soaver was made of the peace package,
which would form basis lor negoliations
with the LTTE. In mid-December the Go-
vernment announced that it had “begun
drafting its own proposals for a political
solution to the ethnic conflict" {Sunday
Obsarver, 1812/94). Meanwhile the
second round of talks took place in Jafina
on January 3rd 1995; and a cessation of
hostilities was declared on January 8th.

After the second round of talks the
Government began to lay greater stress
an reconsiruction of the NEP, The formu-
lation of a peace package declined in
importance. In the cocktail circuit in Colo-
mbo pro-Govemment Tamils began aglee-
fully to describe the Government's tactic
as the "entrapment of the Tiger”. The
“peace process” stood revealed as the
Government's ruse to create divisions
betwsen the LTTE and Tamil people and
thereby weaken the LTTE. AGOTIC has
critically examined this fulile approach in
its article "Conflict Resolution or Counter
Insurgency” (Sunday Observer, 19/3/35).
Sadly most "progressives” and "lefl-wing”
parties tacitly accepted the counter-in-
surgency approach. They opporiunisti-
cally accommodated the delay in the for-
mulation of the peace package until the
“peace process” effectively weakened
the LTTE.

The third round of talks was held on
January 14th and ended inconclusively.
In mid-February the Government annou-
nced that the peace package will be sub-
mitted at the next round of talks (Sunday
L eader, 12/2/95). In early March the LTTE

reiterated its readiness to abandon the
demand for a separate Siate and accept
an alternative solution based an “nationa-
lity, motherdand and self-rule”. And the
LTTE enumerated four issues (The
{sland, 6/3/95) which must be covered by
the Government’'s peace package:

“- The problem of the Tamils should be
accepted as a national issue.

- The Tamil peaple should be accepted
as a nalional entity.

- The traditional homelands of the Tamils
should be accepled,

- The rights and sovereignty of the Tamils
should be accepted”.

This was followed by the LTTE demzand
that the Government should send a
ministerial-level team for lalks (Surday
L eader, 26/3/35).

The Government did not present a pea-
ce package at the fourth round of talks
held on April 10th, Nor was the delegation
upgraded to an official political level; it
remained non-official, consisting merely
of private individuals and military officers
(The Isfand, 10/4/95). Thereafter it was a
matter of time before the cessation of
hostilities would end.

TULF and the peace trap

Inretrospect itis evident thatanti-LTTE
forces in the South based their calcula-
tions on the assumption that a cessation
of hostilities and peace talks will go
againstthe LTTE. Thisis generally correct
but only where a guerilla organization is
fighting in the bush. This was the case with
the LTTE at the time of the Indo-Lanka
Accord.

In contrast, where a guerilla organiza-
tion controlled liberated territory it can
effectively engage a cessation of hostili-
ties and constructively participate in politi-
cal negotiations. Today the LTTE controls
and administers terrilory and therefore
has the political strength to initiate and
pariicipate in peace talks. Consequently
AGOTIC repeatedly urged the Govern-
ment o announce iis peace package and
negotiate with the LTTE precisely becau-
se the LTTE is strong enough to make
peace,



But, in their unholy rush to “trap the
Tiger", anti-LTTE forces fargot that the
LTTE is NOT in the bush; that it admini-
sters territory and is politically powerful to
be able to negotiate a solution to the Tamil
Question. In their haste anti-LTTE forces
misread the LTTE's invitation to Govern-
ment for talks, concession to drop the
demand for a separate State andits unila-
ieral offer of a cessation of hostilities as
signs of weakness, They naivaly balisved
that the LTTE was being pushed into the
“peace process” against its will, by the
popular demand for peace.

The fact that the LTTE now is in a
position of sufficient strenath to negotiate
registered In the minds of anli-LTTE
forces in the South after the second round
of talks. And it came as a great shock to
Caolombo-based Tamil pariies and Gove-
rmment that they were caughtin a "peace
trap” designed for the LTTE. The LTTE
became an even grealer ensmy precisely
because it could successiully sue for pea-
ce. By then it was abvious that the Gove-
rmment would not put forward a peace
package for negotiations with the LTTE,
Mot surprisingly there was an almost audi-
ble sigh of relief amang anti-LTTE forces
when the LTTE ended the cessation of
hostilities.

The Government is now taking measu-
res to ensure that |t does not fall into a
“peace trap” again. Thus the decision lo
ban the LTTE (The Island, 1/7/95) seeks
to deny the LTTE the opportunity to initiate
conflict resolution processes or respond
to the Government's Iniliatives for the
duration of the ban. It will also legitmate
the Government’s resorl to the military
option to resclve the Tamil Question.

Among Tamil parties the TULF was
quick to grasp lthe new reality: that if
negotiations beain onthe basis of apeace
package the LTTE has the capacity io
negotiate a solufion to the conflict; thatthe
TULF and other Colombo-based: Tamil
parties will then be all but consigned 1o
political oblivion. Thus TULF's Mr A Than-
gathurai conceded that “if the LTTE"
accepis a political package of a federal
system and is willing to implement it, then
the TULF will give way to them" (Sunday
Observer, 7/5/95). Elementary knowled-
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ge of politics and power relations tells us
that the TULF will diligently work against
such an eventuality.

After 19 April the TULF is the first Tamil
party io rejecttha callfora peace package.
Dr Tiruchelvam argued that itis not appro-
priate to publish the peace packageinthe
present unsetiled conditions. Almost in
the next breadih he declared that the
TULF does not believe that a permanent
solution and peace can be found without
the cooperation of the LTTE ( Thinakaran,
7/5/85). And another TULF member Mr
V Anandasankari informed that the devo-
lution package must be announced in
conjunction with the abolition of the execu-
tive presidency (Virakesan, 28/6/35).
Heading betweenthelinesitis evidentthat
the TLILF is against the publication of a
pesce package. Indeed a senior TULE
member casligated a peace group for
insisting on the publication of a peace
package. He accused the peace group of
*altempting to brng the Government
down". Arguably the TULF prefers the Sri
Lankan Army to destroy the LTTE before
a peace package |s made public.

Thus Dr Paikiasothy Saravanamutiu
found it “curiouser and curiouser” that the
TULF is cpposed to the Govemment pub-
lishing a peace package and instead it
preferred a return to the talks interrupted
on 189 April. The effect of TULF's position,
he lamented, “is support by default for the
current status quo and that aswe all know,
even if the TULF cannot, is preparation
forall out war” (Sunday Leader, 25/6/95).

But here Dr Saravanamutiu unforiuna-
tely missed the point. The TULF DOES
Know. The TULF knows and is happy that
it is wvirtually impossible to refurn fo the
talks. The TULF knows and fears that if
a peace package is presented the LTTE
has the capacity lo negoliate peace. The
TULF knows and welcomes that in the
absence of a peace package waris inevi-
table. The TULF hopes that a renewed
war will destroy the LTTE once and for
all precisely because the LTTE has the
capacity to sue for peace. Here the TULF
has joined forces with the Governmant
and Sinhalese chauvinism. This is & high
water mark in the TULF's sordid history
of treachery against the Tamil national
struggle.

Waiting — 9
Drunken Sailor

Woman, stirring to the tide of moon

Iwatched you push a flower in your hair

Wild drunken sailor with its white flecked plume

Of lamps swaying, night and gale to dare

Our home's heart beat and this balcony held the World
Wild serpent creeper with its clinging scent

Scaling the wall with tentacles unfurled

To a Wife wexdng with her dream unspernt

No thought then, this moment was fragile

As the while clouds that castled the moonswept sky
No thought that Death the Stalleer wwould beguile

Us to this lnst thickel to hear us pant and sight

U. Karunatilake




ETHNIC CONFLICT (2)

Fact and Fiction

Rohan Jayawardene

[ we look again at our educational

structure, which will come up from exam-
ination on the molion to be moved by the
Minister of Education, we will find that we
are spending over As. 20 million a year
for maintaining a system of education
which creates two classes. Over BD per
cent of our schools educate our children
in Sinhalese and Tamil, while only about
6 or 7 per cent of the children are given
an English education. But the official lan-
guage is English, and that Is why this
counlry is always in danger of being
governed by a small coterie who go
through those English schools whereas
the vast majority who go through the
Sinhalese and Tamil schaols must always
be in the position of hewers of wood and
drawers of water.

We have not only defecis in our own
system of education as an example and
anargument for accepting this motion; we
have also the example of other countries
which have been for many cenlrures
under foreign domination, and once they
have become free or almost free they
have dropped the foreign language and
adoplad their own language. | will take an
example, first, the Irish Free State. After
centuries of Anglicization, the native lan-
guage ofthe people of Ireland, Gaelic, was
forgotlen; hardly 10 per cent spoke the
language of the people. Thanks to the
efforts of Dr. Hyde later became the Presi-
dent of the Irish Free State, the Gaelic
League was started, and Gaelic was
again made popular among the people.
When Mr. De Valera began his great fight
for freedom, and succeeded, he insisted
that native language of the people of
Ireland, through it was spoken only by 10
percent, unlike in Ceylon where only 10
percent speak English, should be made
the offical language. He set aside all
objections — he is an a man who does
not care for objections — and he made
that language the official language of Ire-
land.

We also have the example of India
where the Indian Mational Congress had
insisted that English should be supplanted
from its position as the official language,
that linguistic provinces should be crea-
ted, and that Hindi should be the official
language. We see that in Hyderabad and

inthe other native Staes of India the official
language is the language of the people.
Mo difficulty, | think, can be visualized
ance the spirit of the motion is accepled
and the methods which | have outlined are
putinto effect

It only the Board of Ministers elected
in 1931 and the Minister of Education who
was elected in 1931 had taken the neces-
sary steps with a vison that should have
been theirs, ta put into effect & proposal
such as this, it may be that today we would
be able to speak in the languages of the
people in this Council and in our other
legislative assemblies. It is not loo late
even at this stage to make a start too see
that Sinhalese and Tamil are made the
official languages of this country.

It becomes all the more important that
wa should adopt this motion at this stage,
because the Minister of Education is intro-
ducing very far-reaching proposals nexl
week in this Council, one of which is to
make English education free. Before you
creatz an educational systeminwhich you
teach English as a iree and compulsory
language, you must have clear baefore
your eyes what is going to be the official
language of this country. Are you going
to educate the people of this country, 80
percent of whom do not a present get an
education, in English, while the official
languages of the country are to be Sinha-
lese and Tamil? Or we in the future going
to have English as the official language?
| think that that is the most important
decision which should be taken by the
educational authorities before they decide
whether tha medium of instruction should
be the mother tongue or English. The
educational structure should be suited to
the official languages. One might as well
teach Dutch and not English if English is
not going to be the official language.

Therefore, | would place this motion
before the House; and | wish to speak a
word of explanation with regard to my
desire to include Tamil also. | had always
the intention that Tamil should be spoken
in the Tamil-speaking provinces, and that
Tamil should be the official language in
the Tamil-speaking provinces. Butastwo-
thirds of the people of this country speak
Sinhalese, | had the intention of proposing

that only Sinhalese should be the official
language of the Island; but it seems tame
that the Tamil community, who speak
Tamil, wish that Tamil also should be
included on equal terms with Sinhalese.
The great fear | had was that Sinhalese
being a language spoken by anly 3 million
people in the whole would suffer, or may
be entirely lost in time to come, if Tamil
is also placed on an equal footing with it
in this country. The influence of Tamil
literature, a literature used in India by over
40 million and the influgnce of Tamil films
and Tamil culture in this country, | thought
might be detrimental to the future of the
Sinhalese language; but if it is the desire
of the Tamils, that Tamil also should be
given an equal status with Sinhalese, | do
not think we should bar it from aftaining
that position.

| do not think there will be any difficulty
inthis House, whichis composed of repre-
sentatives chosen on a universal franchi-
se, in'securing the end we have in view,
It is the universal franchise that has
brought the English-educated and tha
massas together, and it is the impulsa
created by the use of the universaliranchi-
se, by the ideals realized by the grant of
universal franchise which enable the peo-
ple to choose their rulers, which will ultima-
tely make Sinhalese and Tamil the official
languages of this country. | would therefo-
re suggestto this House thatwe anticipale
that event, and give it the sanction of our
vote and decision.

Language, Sir, is one of the most impor-
tant characteristics of nationality. Without
language, a nation stands & chance of
being absorbed or of losing its identity,
with language, it has a chance of living
forcenturies. Itis because of ourlanguage
that the Sinhalese race has existed for
2,400 years, and think thal, composed as
we are in this House, an the eve of free-
dom as a free country we should prepare
for a national official language. This Hou-
se, | am sure, will vote with me that English
should be deposed from its position as the
official language of the country and Sinha-
lese and Tamil, the ancient languages af
our people, spoken by over 80 ta 90
percent of our people, should be made
the official languages of Lanka."

{To be Continued)
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Generic Drugs ?

The World Health Organization recommends that people should be
kept informed about the facts on medication and provided with the
knowledge and skills to protect themselves from the inappropriate use
of drugs.

Public education in drug use will increasingly become a part of mass
education via the mass media. The knowledge and skills thus acquired
will still not provide adequate protection to the public if the items in
doctor’s prescriptions are effectively disguised by various brand names
and promoted for indications which have not been fully validated.

Generic Drugs are those known by their pharmacopoeial
names and can be prescribed only for their established clinical
indications.

Most Pharmacopoeias now carry a Section on Patient information
giving a brief account of the indications, benefits and risks in use of a
particular drug. Thus Generic naming and identification of use is a vital
part of this public education programme advocated by WHO which aims
to prevent brand name promotion making medication revert to being one

of the Black Arts.
Generic Drugs from MSJI
FOR RATIONAL USE OF DRUGS

MSdJ Industries (Ceylon) Limited

Factory and Laboratories,
P.O.Box 430,

Colombo.




Patriarchy in a Language

Eva Ranaweera

his paper attempts to decipher the concept of

patriarchy, its power base andils manner of operationalisa-
tion through the various structures in the society. It also argues
thal the legitimisation it seeks, thraugh the language leads to
state oppression as well, The role played by language however,
is the thrust of the deciphering exercise.

According to the Chambers Dictionary, Patriarchy is gove-
ring or ruling by patemal right; and patriarch is one of the
early heads of familles from Adam downwards to Abraham,
Jacob and his sans, Continuing in the same context of religion,
Chambers says patriarch is a bishop ranking above pnmaltes
and metropolitans, The heads of certain Eastern Churches,
afatherorfounder, leader of a flock. (Patnarchs — patria, family
— pater, the father, arche rule)

Oxford dictionary defines “patriarchy as a system, society,
or Government, rule by man and with descent through the male
line.

| use both these meanings of patriarchy in combination.

These meanings are based an the acceptance of a rule by
patriarchy and it is logical lo state woman as opposed to man,
the ruleris ruled by man through the system of patriarchy. Thus
each patriarch, each father or potential father is a ruler or an
anticipated ruler and each woman is a subject of the ruler.

We believe that any system that is dependant an subjugation
does not work for the benefit of the subjugated. No farm of
domination is healthy or desirable. Based on this it is logical
to consider that patriarchy exists for the benefit of the patriarch
and his male descendants.

A patriarch's power ligs in his supportive system for domina-
tion, in the form of iis jdeclogy and its implementation through
the family, the religion, literalure, social and cultural heritage,
behaviour patiems, the language ele. There are many more
forms inthe supportive system but | imitmyselfto these, leaving
out the huge palriarchal system of economy, its monopoly and
itz administrative infrastructures. Over the years, this system
has been accepted by the majority female who in turn sees
to the strict adherence and propagation, just as the majarity
in a colonised country accept and propagate the ideology and
views beneficial ta the colonial pewer. But, unlike in a colony
the subjugated woman is far from being able to form a comman
front or for considering ways and means of releasing herself
fram the fetters of patdarchy as she is impriscned in the
patriarchal family unit in viclation from each other, physically
and ideologically. When she meets olher imprisoned members
sha is indoctrinated to carry out her discussions and problems
within the framework of the ideclogy of patriarchy and the family
unii, because she knows only that and is unable to visualise
another state oulside it.

In the examination of various forms of implementation and
propagation of patiarchy, a powerful syslem carmies oul its

subjugation and humiliation of the woman. At times to subtly
and deceptively that the wictim is truly unaware of it and
considers herself a free person in a ‘democralic’ sociely.

Patriarchy is the right of the patriarch to rule bacause, he
has inherited it by descent. It is a divine right similar to the
divine right of Kings. It is not to be questioned, and it is to
be accepted. From this arises the assumption that the waman
is lost without the protective base of patriarchy.

She camies the brand mark of the family in the form of the
surname, which is changed after marriage when she enfers
the home of another patriarchal family. Note the male child's
surmame does not change after marriage. His descendants
will carry his surname which he inherited from his father. Under
the Sri Lankan custormn the majorily of females did not/ do not
change their surnames at marriage and continued/continues
{o use the sumame of the father.

The patriarchal family unit is supposed to pravide protection
to the inmates of the house. This protection wards off threats
of violation to the subjects within. Nevertheless, it is often
revealed, how this claim to pretection falls apart inspite of the
patriarchal family unit and it's close relations with the police
force in the infrastructure earlier referred to.

| will look at the family unit briefly because it was in the
institution of the family that the free female individual lost her
place and position and this was the beginning of women's
subordination of subjection lo a patriarchal arder.

In the family the female soon became the second class
citizen, burdened with the family chores, the bringing up of
children, runping of the house, seeing lo the comectimplemen-
tation of the patriarchal system according ta the woridly instru-
cfions given fo children as declared in ancient patriarchal
wisdom and propagated through literature and religion which
created a highly prejudiced state pushing the woman to a lawer
position. Here | cannot resist guoting a folk song which as usual
hits out at the dignity of a woman. This particular one goes
a step further and targets Brahma's Wife.

Wherever they go, the meritarious one heaps homage
The sinners gather but disgrace.

On the heads of the meritoricus Maha Brahma inscribed
And on the heads of the sinners, his wife did the inseribing.

The set patiern of thinking, woman baiting is exposed.

“If marriage is the basis of the family, then this suppasedly
individual and freely chosen form, has a state instrument
at it's heart” say Michele Barret and Mary Macintosh'.

They continue

*Those who defend marriage as what people want and
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need, must explain then why it has fo be so massively
privileged by social policies, laxation, religious endorse-
ment and the accolade of respectability”.

When the family unit breaks down for what was expected
to be the end of all problems in life for the female it turns out
to be a hell and domestic privacy then becomes an autonomy.
An enraged man may beat his wite and it willbecome a “Private
Matter'.

"The bond between them is seen as so special that the
outsider should not presume 1o take a stand, even when
it i5 quite clear that what is happening is an exireme form
of physical violence™.

*The privacy of the family is castin a new light if we realise
that one quarier of reporied violence is wife assault and
that a very large proportion of rapes are carried oul by
men who know their victims as well, often husbands, boy
friends, fathers and uncles=".

The mythology around the woman and the family unit, its
sacredness, its romance lead us astray from our set purpose,
the exposure of patrarchy in a language and we hasten o
stap myself from wondering around in my own prison looking
into its dark nooks and comers, for the presence of at least
traces of a family unit and its sanctum.

Language

The second part of this paper deals with language, | will
examine how patriarchal ideclogy is operationalised through
the language, Language is described as a varialy of speech,
a body of words and idioms, mode of expression, a manner
of expressing thought or feeling; communication, These descri-
plions of alanguage donotiake into considerationthe dominant
effect of patriarchy which cripples and at times keeps away
women writers from using it in a sense of equality. In a
patriarchal society language is not simply 2 means of communi-
cation. it js one of the main instruments of patriarchy that
obstruets the development of women intellectually and thereby
creates a sense of inferority. Patriarchal hegemony in a
language is hidden under credibility obtained from the use of
a terminology which describes patriarchal thought and expres-
sians as scientific, unemational lucid, factual etc. | will explare
this point later in detail. Language the intellectual manifestation
ofpatriarchy, has a deep social function. [tis the main convenor
of the ideology described earlier. It is also the most effective
instrument or propagation of this ideclogy. It denies the margi-
nal groups their adequate exprassion by,

a. typification
b.  mystification

c. establishment of a structural society in which the marginal
groups find themselves unable to voice theirneeds (some-
body's voice and my need).

We willnot gointo details abouttypification which categorises
wamen as obedient, good, kind, generous, pratly etc, which
itself is a means of enslaving and tying her to certain expecta-
tions such as the above.
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2. Mystification-Elevation into a myslery, usa of the feminine
miystification which hides her reality in a patriarchal society
which has defined the women as the mysterious other.

3. Establishment of the marginal groups into the concept of
the second sex.

“The patriarchal elite defines reality through a selective
language usage so that the present power structure is
maintained, whilst disruptions to the established order are
averted. The poweriul (that is the main stream mean) have
no desire for social changes, therefore they do not need
to engage in critical reflections and thus have littls use
for flexible language systems. The society is their constru-
clion and they work to mainlain it so as to preserve their
status. This thenis the power of the patriarchal language™.

Patriarchal society has created a technical language which
embodies the power structure of Politics, Economics, Manage-
ment, Commerce and other disciplines and is outside the
availability of the marginalised in society.

The conventional language, which is the male language in
use today, has proved itself inadequate for the marginalised
1o voice their sufferings.

Going back ta my reference to terminology. | present here
a list of words which descrbe the male superiority in the
language as opposed to the female inadequacy. This termino-
logy is closely related to typification of woman and is discrimina-
tion.

Male Language Marginalised Language

objective subjective
scientific unscientific
logical illogical
intellectual chaaotic
systamatic unsystematic
credible incradible
real unreal
critical hysterical
detached introspective
poweriul siupic

broad narrow
distinctive womanly

In Sanskrit grammar obvious gender consciousness is re-
vealed. Words associated with knowledge or wisdom Prajna
Vidva and Parifna are feminine words while words associated
with emotive states such as compassion and love Preman and
Sneha are masculing®.

Burdened by criticism and labelled as mediocre the early
wamen writers (English medium) concealed their identity and
used pseudonyms and published their works anonymausly.
They used masculine names George Sand, George Elfiott,
Currer, Ellis, Action Bell. The attire of George Sand was
masculing, in a vain attempt to claim equality.

They suffered from the danger of reading their fiction as
autobiography. They feared but defied the critics who were
men armed with male language.



“Many brilliant and competent women had so completely
accepted the myth of female infericrity that they had no
faith in their own sex and considered themselves superior
exceptions. George Elliott and Elizabeth Barret Browning,
or exarmple approved of feminism in theory, But could not
believe that Victorian women were ready to assume the
respansibilities of equality. Mrs Browning a palitical liberal
who wrole against American slavery and for the lialian
liberation, and whose verse novel Aurora Leigh was
attacked as propaganda for women's righis wrote none-
theless, that she was not a very strong partisan of tha
rights of Women side argument. ....." [balieve that canside-
ring men and women in the mass, there is an inequality
of intellect, and it is proved by the very state of things
of which gifted women complain and more than proved
by the manner in which their complaint is received by their
own sister hood™".

Woman writers were lermed blue stockings, unwomanly,
tough, aggressive, pedantic, vain and ugly.

In a letter writlen by Robert Southey, the poet Laureate, to
Charlolte Bronte in 1337, we find in tolerance and prejudice
towards women writers.

“Literature cannot be the business of a woman's life and
it ought not to be. The mare she is engaged in her proper
duties the less leisure will she have for it, even as an
accomplishment and recreation”.

Mote — "proper duties”, Her writing was an accomplishmeant
and a recreation “only".

Her reply to this letter is notewarthy

| have endeavoured not only attentively to observe all duties
a woman aught to fulfil, but to feel deeply interested in them.
| don't always succeed for sometimes when | am teaching or
sewing | would rather be reading or wriing: but | try to deny
myself and my father's approbation amply rewarded me for
the privation".

Froper duties were teaching and sewing but “She would
be reading or writing” and not carmying out her proper duliss,
Towards which she had no inclination, The manner in which
lhese women began to use the male language to assert
themselves from the oppressive conditions was both coura-
geous and defiant. The gquotation from the barbed pen of
Thomas Moare addressed io Harrie Marlineau reveals the
extent of oppression exercised. (Showalter's Women Writers
and the Double Standard.)

Blue Love Song & Women Writers

Come, be with me, and | will writa

My Blue of Blues, from morning till night
Chased from our classic souls shall be
All thoughts of vulgar progeny elc.

It implied Blue stocking women writers were barren and
unsexed. :

Criticism & Women Writers

Earlier raferences to women writing under masculine names
and pseudonyms illustrate their fear of criticism, if they used
pseudonyms they hoped to receive impartial reviews, They
were but keeping their "poor” femininty in hiding. Coming down
to later times “On naming the oppressed or what Woolf
avoids saying in A Room of One's Own" by J. Christine
Salem notes Wreolf's desire to protect herself from male
criticism in her conspicuously pervasive choice of sentence
structures where the agent is masculine or is deleted.

Obvious patriarchal domination of the language is seen in
the use of generic masculine words e.g. man/mankind denotes
man and woman as would be the term human or chairman.

under natural disasters man survives,

one expects justice to be meted out to him (man and he are
synonyms).

Fellow of the Royal College of ...... FRCS elc.

Generic masculine bias is accepted by the male and famale
in soclety, a dog is a male dog; lawyer/male bias. House wiie
but no house husband,

The third sector of the paper is on sexist words used inanger
for the purpose of abusing and humiliating woman to break
herand make hersubmissive. Foul words, dirty words, obscene
words are all sexist. The womanis an obscene product. Gander
specific terms considered obscene are body parts and functio-
ning of the female body. Anger is most felt when mether, the
big female is invoked on a connotation.

A waman is a bit, a cunt, a screw, a piece, a pussy, a prude,
a whore a girlie, a dame a hussy. She is also refarred to as
a nymph, blue stocking petticoat (petticoat government) prosti-
tute, strumpet, skirt, tart, it, virago, vixen.

Because of a woman's vulnerable position in a patriarchal
society she is considered a protected thing, thereby becoming
feeble and weak. Thus her voice will be feeble and weak.
Mevertheless she is held responsible for the house.

In conclusion | would say

Woman is a prisoner in a patriarchal family unit

The powerful instrument of male language is inadequate
to voice feminine needs.

Women's oppression is legitimatised by the conventional
language forcing her into a role of acceplance.

Obscenity in the male language is gender oriented,
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Hidden Racism

Bramaganani

ayan Jayalilaka, once an ardent
Dsupporter of the Tamil struggle for
seli-determination and a sympathiser of
the armed resistance movement of the
Tarmil youth, has now transformed himself
into & champion of Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinism and a proponent of counter-
insurgency theoriss. Having traversed a
complicated political trajectory from revo-
lutionary militancy to reactionary racism,
Dayan has been expending his entire
intelizctual energy in the destructive criti-
cism of the Tamil national struggle. The
LTTE, which spearheads the Tamil free-
dom movement, is the cenfral target of his
critigue. His particular brand of political
theory does not offer any rational, objecti-
ve analysis of the phenomenon of Tamil
armed resistance but rather a blind, swee-
ping criticism of the LTTE. He advocales
nothing other than the total destruction of
the Tamil Tigers.

Sri Lanka political discourse, in recent
times, has produced an amazing variety
of paolitical theorisits and analysts whose
main vocation seems to be to produse
denuciatory eriticisms of the politico-mili-
tary stralegy of the LTTE and offer ideas
and solutions asto howto end the socalled
temrarist menace’. Among these palitical
thearisis, Dayan Jayatillaka stands out as
g unigue character in his irrational and
ruthless criticism ofthe LTTE. His patholo-
gical hatred and paranoia for the Tigers
are so perverse that it makes one wonder
whether heis tormented by schizophrenic
delusions.

In his recent book entitled, “Sd
Lanka. The Travails of a Democracy.
Unfinished war, Protracted Crisis”, he
porirays the LTTE as the most dangerous
force constituting a serious threat, notonly
to Sri Lanka but also to the entire South

in Political Theories

Asia. The LTTE has lo be destroyed at
any cost; otherwise, he warns, the Sinhala
nation would perish, Prophesying a philo-
sophy of doom, he paints a very gloomy
miserable future if SriLanka loses the war
with the LTTE. To quote him in this
cantext:

"The consequence fo Sr Lanka of
losing this war will be both grave and
dangerous. The Sinhala people could put
up with 450 years of colonial rule, albiet
with some rebellious and protest move-
ments, because these colonial powers
weremighty world wide empires. Eventhe
recent Indian intervention could be absor-
bed, accepted and withstood by the
Sinhala psyche as an imposilion by the
waorld's fourth largest army. To lose a war
to a Tamil force, however, representing
a minority and tha most ancient histaric
enemy will cause temible convulsions in
Sinhala psyche. The humiliation and frus-
trated rage will cause a pathological
condition that will last for generations. All
social and personal relations will be poiso-
ned. The whole social fabric may come
apar. The state itsell will find that it has
been hollowed out from within due to
erosion of credibility and legitimacy”,

Surely this is not a balanced, rational,
objective elucidation of the ethnic conflict.
This is simply a manifestation of paranoic
delusion. Maybe the war has already
triggered off ‘terrible convulsions' in the
psyche of Dayan making him experience
hallucinations of this kind.

First of all, Dayan should realise, if his
senses are intact, that the phencmenon
af armed resistance of the LTTE is the
product of Sinhala state repression and
violence. in olher words the LTTE is the
creation of Sinhala chauvinist oppression

against the Tamils. Having taken birth
from the conditions of stale oppression,
the LTTE is fighting against the slata
repressive apparaius to win the political
rights of the Tamils. Self-determination,
the freedom of a nation of peopla to decide
their own political destiny, is one of those
rights. The LTTE is waging an armed
struggle to realise this right. Since the
Sinhala stafe has effectively repressed all
forms of non-violent struggles undertaken
within the cofines of constitutional and
democratic politics, the Tamils had no
altemative other than to defend them-
selves with armed resistance. This is how
the LTTE's armed struggle arose and
developed. Mow the gquestion is how to
bring the armed conflict to an end? lgno-
ring the historical root of the ethnic conflict,
and callously disregarding the political
struggle of the Tamils, Dayan, as well as
several other theorists of similar brand,
call for the defeat and destruction of the
LTTE. Conceiving that the armed struggle
of the LTTE and the political struggle of
the Tamils are two sets of different pheno-
mena, they atiempt to characterise the
ammed resistance of the Tigers as a phe-
nomenon of ‘terrorism’ divarced from the
political discoura of the Tamils. It is here,
in the isolatien and identification of the
armed struggle of the LTTE from that of
the national struggle of the Tamil people,
that Dayan as well as other palitical theo-
risis make a grave blunder. This separa-
tion is only imaginary, a pure fantasy that
occurs in the minds of these writers. In
concrete reality there is no such separa-
tion. The armed struggle of the LTTE has
taken a concrete form as the authentic
political struggle of the Tamils and tharefo-
re they are one and the same phenome-
non. Since the armed struggle is the mode
of the national struggle of the Tamils
arising from the conditions of Sinhala state
opprassion, it is undeniably a political
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phencmenon which has to be resolved by
political means. Unless the rool causes
of the armed struggle are resalved, je.,
the conditions of oppression are removed
the conflict cannot be resolved by any
other means. This is the hard reality. The
advocates of military solution should reali-
se this political truth.

But Dayan's political text is far removed
from reality. In his paranoid phantasy he
views the Tamil national struggle as a
simple phenomenon of ‘terrorism' with
dangerous potential to destablise the
whole of South Asia. Therefore, he calls
upon the South Asian nations to mohilise
a formidable multilateral force to eliminate
the Liberation Tigers. Since the Sri Lanka
army is unable to carry out the task and
the fourth largest army of the world has
failed to do so, he thinks that it would be
possible for the combined armies of South
Asialosuccessfully crush the Tamil libera-
tion struggle. This fantastic counter-insur-
gency theory, inviting foreign armies into
Sii Lanka to resolve the ethnic problem
can only be charactersed as a perverted
form of racism arising out of fanatical
hatred.

Dayan's fanatical hatred of the LTTE
transcends all bounds of rational thinking,
He writes:

"Solong as the LTTE is out there, there
i no guestion of any real peace and
prosperity, or any real development, over
here. All the potential that Sri Lanka has,
will come to nought. The Sri Lanka crisis
will never end. The Southem frontwill also
begin to boil and bubble again, because
the war and its consequence can never
be limited to North-east. These two power
cenires, these two 'Kingdoms' — Calo-
mbo and Eelam, the Lankan state and tha
LTTE, cannot coexist in one small island.
Dual power and peaceful co-existence
between the two is impossible. One will
have to go; and ane will".

In Dayan's political writings, one can
find hidden streaks of raclal hatred that
portray the Tamils as the ‘historic enemy!
of the Sinhalese. Though the LTTE is
treated as the arch enemy, a deeper
analysis will show that the Tiger is dealt
as a symbolic representation of the imagi-
ned power projection of the Tamil race.
This is the dangerous element in Dayan's

distorted perception of the Tamil national
question. His passionate dislike of the
Tigers represents nothing other than a
repressed hatred of the Tamils,

We find this element of racism cleverly
rationalised in contemporary anti-LTTE
writings of several journalists and com-
mentators who maguerade as political
thearists and analysts, whose biased and
dislortedvision will notin anyway contribu-
te to solve the ethnic crisis, but rather
would reinforce the hegemony of chauvi-
nistic ideology that dominates the political
waorld of the South,

The theaorists of the final solution who
advocale total destruction of the LTTE
deliberately ignare or rather conveniently
forgeta crucial aspectintheir grand strate-
gies of war. Thatis the question of civilian
casualties. The lack of coneern about the
catastrophic consequence that might be-
fall the Tamil civillan population in the
event of a total war, with the invalvement
of foreign armies as advocated by Dayan,
shows very clearly that these theorisis of
war are essantially racists,

{inside Report)

BOOKS

THE KANDY ROAD, Jennings, William Ivor, edited and introduced by H. A. |. Goonetileke,
posthumously published by the University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, 1993.

Alfred Jeyaratnam Wilson

And Jennings was a Welshman Who stole our mother tongue.

P. de 5. Kularatne

'an Goonetileke, Sri Lanka's renow-
ned bibliophile, a national treasure verit-
ably, has in his meticulous Introduction
dealt with every facet of Jennings's Uni-
versily and public life in Ceylon, He also
provides apenetraling study of Jennings's
Intellectualand academic attainments, the
slory of Peradeniya during his steward-
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ship and the drastic transformation from
the rarefied ethos in those times to the
changes that followed after his departure
in 1955. As Goonetileke states, Jennings
had hoped for a residential campus mode-
lled on Oxbridge. It turmed out into some-
thing else. Politics took command. The
University became democratised in its

admissions palicy. Jennings on the other
hand, "had litile respect and less time
for.... populist tendencies....." (p.xiii).

SirWilliam lvor Jennings tried externali-
sing his autoblography while in Ceylon
where he spent 15 of his valuable years
from a youthful 37 to past the half century



mark of 52. Being the successiul “schol-
arship boy" he wished Sri Lankan youth
to succeed as he had done. He was
somewhat a dreamer in his mistaken be-
lief that the English language could be-
come the mother tongue. Hence P. de 5.
Kularalne's dilty. He was disarmingly
frank 1o the point of being misunderstood
when he declared that he found the island
“a litlle better than a cultural desert” (pp.
xxi-xxiil), He minced no words in his asse-
ssments of the islands educational
system, social welfare and political life.
After some time, he ceased to think of
himself as an outsider. In his Preface and
in mast places in the main text, Jennings
used "we" not so much as the “royal we"
but as a means of identifying himself with
the people and their foriunes. The final
chapler (vi) a "Descrplive Glossary”™ in
which historic places outside of the Kandy
road, Buddhism, some flowers, birds, ve-
getables and many varieties of fruit are
explained in all their detail as well as the
pains taken tocaution the intending travel-
ler of minor things such as drinking water,
the malaria mosquito and other useful
details bear witness to an abiding affection
he had for Ceylon. Additionally Sir Ivor
describes vividly what a curry means (pp.
82-4) and how when invited, the guest at
a dinner party would be entertained with
twelve curries, some meat, some fish,
somevegetables and some fruit..." (p. 83),
evidence of a deep liking for the Ceylan
style dinner party. A little known fact of
this alfection for Ceylon from a man who
was sludiedly aloof was evidenced by his
taking to Cambridge his Sinhalese buller
cum Johannes factotum.

Sir lvor perhaps wrote The Kandy Boad
because, as he once told colleagues such
as Professor J. L. C. Rodrigo, & popular
Dean of the Faculty of Ars that he had
a premonition which foriunately did not
maizrialise that he would mest with his
death somewhere on the road. The text
of Sirlvor's essay is divided into six chap-
ters: on the people of the island, tha Road,
its starting point, Colombo, milestones
thal describe various places and temples
on route, Kandy, and a “descriplive glos-

gary”. Thera is much in the writing that
indicates a deep affection for the people
and the island. Indesd Sir Ivor must have
been the moest distinguished author of
texls written on Ceylon, Robert Knox and
Leonard Woolf included, and others to
presenttimes. Hisis auniguetravel guide.

Itis as contemporaneous as it could ba
given the lapse of time from when it was
first written.

The Kandy Hoad is enriched by lan
Goonetileke's lively language in the Intro-
duction, It stnkes a chord in the hearis of
those of us who went through the mill of
Sir Ivar's university. There is a poignant
nostalgia as ona savours of the University
then and what it became aiter Sir lvor's
departure. Goonetileke's chaste style and
riveting prose have to be read thoughtfully
for one to suffer nostalgic pangs of a
Proustian remembrance of things past.
Just to give one sample:

there was then the breeze in one's face,
the wind in the hair, the fragrance of a
myriad scents and breaihtaking vistas
around each corner or open stretch. One
travelled in an unending green tunnel of
emerald hues broken by the changing
scenarios of village and town. One never
tired, however often one travelled — each
bend held a surprize as the unjaded ribbon
of tarmac unrolled its fresh wonders and
quickening glimpses of life on its edges....
(P, xxiv). '

Goonetileke’s words remind the discerm-
ing reader of a book by another distin-
guished British civil servant; John Still
and his inimitable style in his The Jungle
Tide

Sir lvar left Ceylon in 1955 to take up
he presligious Mastership of Trinity Hall
and a stint as Vice-Chancalior of Cambri-
dge University. Alas he did not live long
enough. For he died of cancer of the
oesophagus al the relatively young age
of sixty two.

It might interest readers o know a little
more of Sir lvor and his involvement pro-
bably rather reluctantly, after his move to
Cambridge. My reading of the Jennings
archives in London disclosed some reve-
lations. There are a few pages of a mani-
festo in Jennings's handwriting. It was for
the United National Pariy, evidence of the
expectation af a further general election
in the offing should D. S, Senanayake's
govemment of 1947 be defeated on the
floor of the House in a division on the Vole
of Thanks on the first thrane speech,
There is also a letter to Sir Ukwatte Jaya-
sundara on the BC Pact. Sir vor states,
if | remember rightly, that the Tamils had
gained the substance of federalism. He
speculated in this letter that if the Tamils
were not salisfied and rose in rebeliion,
such a rebellion will have to be put down,
But then he added that he did not think
this would become necessary, for the
Tamils would realise they had more to gain
if they remained within the framework
within which they could negotiate and
bargain. Both these examples indicate
how close he had come to identifying
himsell with even the domestic politics of
Ceylon. Lastly there is a cryptic referenca
in a response to a VIP's (| forget who he
was) letter an the question of Ceylon's
independence. It refers to his satisiaction
with everything except the choice of Feb-
ruary 4th as the day of independance,
Here, from otherrelated material elzewhe-
re | was able lo make the connection, Sir
Ivor wanted the 2nd February to be Inde-
pendence Day, the occasion of his own
wedding anniversarny. The gquestion arises
as to why he expected so much. Lastly
| was given the opportunity of reading a
letter by Sir lvorto a rather eccentric batch
mate of mine. This acquaintance had
written Sri lvor a letter alleging, very
unfairly, that a senjor leclurar in econo-
mics had discriminated against him an
grounds of caste. Jennings was quick fo
reply; dear mister. “There are limils o
absurdity” ete. Jennings also commented
quite a bitthathe was the recipientof many
an anonymous letter, aboul members of
faculty at the University.
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BOOKS

‘THIS TOTAL ART: PERCEPTIONS OF SRI LANKAN THEATRE' By Shelagh Goonewardene

Kamalika Pieris

A small body of documentation is
now emerging in the field of the

performing ars of Sri Lanka. The most

recent addition 1o this group is Shelagh

Goonewardene's This fotal an: percep-

tions of Sri Lankan theatra'published last

March.

This book contains a collection of news-
paper raviews, previews, radio broad-
casts and sundry articles written by She-
lagh Goonewardene between 1880 and
1984. Witten in a mellifluous style, these
oullines are nevertheless packed with
detail and with practical, topical comment.
Her approach is both academic and ho-
mely. Tha reviews are notbased on abso-
lute standards but in terms of the needs
of the momeant. Goonewardene has aite-
mpted to recognise several of the peror-
ming arts and the result is a miscellany
which includes references 1o dance and
puppelry as well as drama. She has had
two objectives in mind when compiling this
collection.

One objective was to pay trbute to
those who had given dedicated service to
the performing arts. In this connection, her
thumbnail sketches of Chitrasena, Vajira,
Ludowyke, Sarachchandra and Wendi
may not evoke much interest, since these
persons have been sludied in depth else-
where, but her accounts of Karan Breck-
enridge, Richard de Zoysa, Harold Fieris
and Arthur van Langenberg are to be
applauded. The personal note in these
biographical pieces add authenticity and
charm.

Her other objective is to contribute to
theatre history, specially considering the
gphemeral nature of theatre. She has
been successful in this intenlion and this
work is a very effective coniribution to the
histary of drama in Sri Lanka,

Up to now, all we had in respect of
English thealra in Sri Lanka, were sophi-
sticated reviews of perarmances and
equally elevated literary assessments of
lexts. Goonewardene's coverage of arigi-
nal work in English is largely confined to
assessments of the wark of Ernest Mac-
Intyre. There is also some reference to
‘Hama and Sita’. Landmark productions
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of serious theatre, such as 'Death of a
Salesman’ and 'Caucasian Chalk Circls'
are reviewed, and other productions such
as the highly praised ‘Lark’ are given
mention. Light theatre is not forgotien and
musicals are specifically included. There
is a good review of 'Evita' and previews
on'Cats"and Tommy'. Anoriginal musical
called ‘Jeans' is included, but there is no
mention of the very polished work by
Medra Vitlachi. In addition to this, Goone-
wardene provides us with records of the
wark of two influential thealre groups,
which deserve a niche in our theatrs
history — the DramSoc and Stage and
Sel. While the University DramSoc contri-
buted greatly lo the development of thea-
tre from the 1920's to the 1950's, it was
Stage and Set which dominated the thea-
tre scene during the sixties and the seven-
ties. Goonewardene wasa member of this
group and her account is detailed and
extensive. |t is undoubtedly the definilive
account of this now defunct group, and
well deserves to be reprinted here, from
Navasifu,

Goonewardene does not claim to be
equally conversant with Sinhala theatre,
but her perspective definitely includes
contempaorany Sinhala theatre. Over a
quarler of the items in the collection deal
with Sinhala theatre and practically all of
thern have found a place in my recently
concluded bibliography on Sinhala thea-
tre. Her account of Stage and Set provides
an authoritative record of the interaction
beiween Sinhala and English langauge
theatre with reference to the sixties produ-
ctions of ‘Cauasian Chalk Circle' and 'Hu-
nuwalaye Kathawa'. Four studies on thea-
tre personalities are particularly striking.
The accounts of Felix Premawardhana
and Gamini Wijesuriya are the sole refer-
encas which | was able to find on thesa
two persons. There are two aricles on
Dhamma Jagoda, ong of which is publi-
shed for the first time in this book. Goone-
wardene focuses on two off-stage achie-
vements, Dhamma's pioneering work in
establishing drama as a part of the secon-
dary school curriculum and his initiative
in establishing the Art Centra Theatre
Sludio for theatre training,

Goonewardene's collection includes

additional material which deals with the
unseen or peripheral areas of the local
theatre scene. She lays great stress on
the importance of school and community
theatre and emphasises the inner salis-
faction that association with theatre gives
its participants. Peripheral theatre is seen
asthe catchment area for tha more visible
seclions of ouramateur theatre. Cne such
catchment area, church plays, is repre-
sented by an account of a passion play
in which the author parficipated.

Her emphasis on school drama is pro-
bably unique in collections of this nature.
There is an account of the intraduction of
drama into the school curriculum,. There
are several references to school pro-
ductions, including the occasional attempt
at original work. There is a preview of
‘Godspell' by St Peters Collega, which
depended largely on improvisation and
collaboration by the school boys invalved.
She has alse included an account of the
very successful festival of dramatized
ballads organised among 10 schools by
Wesley Collegs and the Interact Club,
There are several references to school
drama contests, such as the schoals Sha-
kespeare contest and the schools Sinhala
drama contest, and the opportunities this
provides for developing falent. 'Schools
do not have all the constraints of adult
theatre and most ofthemhave reasanable
stages of their own', (p 122) Laslly, thera
are accounts of the many dramatisations
and readings of classical texts organised
by the English Association of Sri Lanka.
Goonewardene views these as excerci-
ses in understanding and interpretation.

Yasmin Gooneratne in her foreward
sees this collection as a natural develop-
ment from the author's lifelong commit-
ment to the art of the theatre. She points
out that until now nothing substantial has
yet been writlen or published about
English language theatre in Sri Lanka, 'a
phenomenon of unusual interest since it
often achieves professional results with
limited resources and actors who must
perforce regard themselves as amateur’.
{pxiv) As an acclaimed actress, director
and trainer, Goonewardene writes from
first hand experience, and it is this which
provides authenticity o this work.



m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amonast these
rural damsefs who are busy sorting out fobacco
Ieaf in & barn. It is one of the hurdreds of such
barns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves lum to
gald... to the value of over Rs, 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk,

Tobacco s the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
people are the tobacco barn owners, the tohacco
growers and those who work for them, on the land
and in the barns.

For them, the tobacco leal means meaningful work,
a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
enough reason for laughter,

B Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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