./..
"-._\'.

i——————————

CEYLON NEWS REVIEW

THIBUNE

" Next Week

% POLITICIANS
—More about them

% “NO-POVERTY" SOCIETY
—py Dr. A. T. Ariyaratine

% FOREIGN PRESS
—&8ri Lanka

* WATER MIETERS
—Rethinking wanted

Vol. 28 No.33 — September 29, 1984 — Rs. 4.00

% BOOK REVIEW
—Constitutional Crisis

Are Politicians

In response to what we said last week about the
growing corruption in this country several readers have
written to us giving us reasons why politicians should
be held responsible for the growing corruption in the
country. One reader from Kandy says' .. ..the who'te
valye system has been conditioned by the economic
system Which has sanctified not only the exploitation
of one section by another but has also promoted the
accumulation of gains without any consideration for
the means in the hands of the few .... Itistrue that
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Responsible ?

people everywhete, especially those in authority, and
the: press have kept condemning and criticising
corruption, but the growth of unaccounted money and
Its use has sanctified'corruption. . ..”"

An_other reader, this time from Colombo, has said
that it is inevitable that politicians should be blamed
b_eF:fiuse they have taken upon themselves the respon-
sibllity for the welfare of their fellow citizens. It is
because of this claim and because they go to the
people asking them to put their fate into their (politi-
clans) hands that people expect them to observe a
code of conduct. And if their behaviour deviates
from the straight and narrow path, then people blame.
them for all ills including corruption. To make
matters worse most politicians once the euphoria of
an election is over, slowly sink into the comfort of
enjoying power leaving the task of actual adminis-
tration and even formulating policy to buréaucrats in
pursuance of the dictum that politicians should not
have a direct hand in the administration or the imple-
mentation of policies. With the result that once
elected, a politician is only concerned with gathering
the fruits of power to secure the wherewithal for the
next election as well as the enjoyment of all that goes.
with the moneY power. In this way, we have created
politicians whose Value system revolves around
strategies to win elections and acquire wealth...,
The exceptions are so few that they do not count.””
We have received many more letters and comments on
this question and we shall publish them in the coming
weeks. One thought is common to all of them—that
politicians and political parties, anxious to win elections
to gain power, are responsible for most of the ills of
the country; that the conduct and bghaviour of poli-
ticians have brought distepute and discredit to all
govemments and that this has deprived governments
of the prestige necessary 10 run a competent adminis-
tration and maintain law and order.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

liperalised imports of Sri Lanka's
land of the Goveinment and the UNP.
Mr. Cyril Mathew, Minister of
mes openly criticised some
d imports. His view Is it
Minister Mathew at the
nd Rubberinstitute had said

DISENCHANTMENT about the
economy has taken root in the heart
It is now known that no less a person than
Industties and Scientific Affairs, has in recent i
aspects of the prevailing scheme of liberalise
has done much damage to local industries.
annual awards “'Nite’ Dinner of the Plastics a |
that too much liberalisation was not a good thing for the country’s
economy: ‘*.... The developed countries, he said, talked of a fre_e
economy and a liberalised economy but took care to protect thew
local industry. Sri Lanka ought to do likew!se- Goods produced locally
must be of reasonable quality reasonably priced and .a\f'allab‘e in sufficient
numbeis, any industry which satisfied these criteria must be protected
from competition from chéap foreign goods. The industrialised nations
did not want our finished goods, he said., They wanted only our raw
material, These countries did not give us the right technology either.
The cotntry must draw on modem technolegy through entering into
more and more collaboration with foreign investors. If certain imports
cannet be shut out altogether then, the competition from them must be
consciously limited. A case in point, the industries Minister sald_, were
impotts of poiyurethene. This commodity which competed Wwith the
local coir mattress manufacturing industry was an instance where free
impoits were likely to stifle the growth of local enterprise. There were
many other sush imports which must be curtailed or stopped altogether.
blast cs and Hubber Institute Chairman, Chulaka de Zoysa, said that
their Institute had educated and trained large numbers in the rubber
and plastics industry in the |ast 25 years, but they had maintained a low
profile. The plastics and rubber industry had shown phenomenal growth
in the last seven years. In 1977 the country consumed only 6,800 tons
of natural rubber for end-products produced locally. This represented
& percent of the total natural rubber produced in the country. In 1983
consumption was a record 17,500 tons which meant a 14 percent
achievement. In plastics too there tiad been accelerated growth leading
to a turn over of Rs. 1.5 billion. A turnover of Rs. 1.3 billion had been
achieved in the rubber industry. But in Malaysia where the population
was about the same as here, the rubber industry converted five times as
much natural rubber as in Sri Lanka for end products, while in the plastics
industry it was 10 times more . ... Mr. de Zoysa called for a policy by
government that would he.p increase consumption of natural rubber from
the present 17,000 tons to at least 40,000 tons in five years. In this
way the revenue from experting the converted rubber would be many
times more than what was obtained from the raw rubber exports.
Today there was a slowing down in the growth of the industry. From
1977 to 1980 local natural rubber consumption increased from 8,000
tons per year to 15,000 tons, But in the next three years the increase
was only 2,500 tons. He said that if the same growth momentum
from 1977 to 1980 was wmaintained the country’s rubber exports
valued at Rs. 157.3 million in 1982 could be pushed to Rs. 150000
million in a few years, It is time that the Government starts on sreious
re-thinking on this matter. There is no doubt that the manner in which
the system of liberalised imports has been implemented has not only
inhibited the growth of local industries but has also undermained or
virtually destroyed a large number of existing industries that could
have made Sri Lanka more self-reliant and eccnomically more viable.
This question of the open economy is bound to be a major issue in

the next election especially the damage done to the country's
economy by the excessive imports.



EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

On Corruption

With the by-elections campaigns in two electorates
in full swing, one of the main issues that Opposition
Parties and the vast number of Independents (82 of
them in both) have raised is the charge that the free
economy and Governmental practices have led to
massive corruption at all levels. In its widest conno-
tation, gorruption includes linproper or selfish exercise
of power and infiuence attached to a public office or
to a special position in public life. /f is true that in
one form or the other cotruption has existéd from
time immemotial. Kautilya's Arthasastra refels to
many ways in which officers may cause loss to the
Treasury. Of embezzlement, no less than forty ways
are enumerated. Securing some kind of pe cuniary or
other material advantage directly or indirectly for one-
self or family, relatives or friends, constitutes the most
common form of corruption. With the ever-increasing
complexities of modem life, varied forms of corruption
are being practised. In law, corruption is a criminal
missonduct. It ‘has five categories:
acceptance of illegal gratification; (2) Habitual accept-
ance of a \a:raluable “thing without consideration;
(3) Dishonest or fraudulent misappropriation of
property; (4) Abuse of official position to obtain a
valuable thing; and (5) Possession of property dis-
proportionate to known sources of income. '

There are two pre-requisites for the origin of corrup-
tion. A mental preparedness on the part of an indivi-
dual to acceptille gal gratification and his occupation
of a position of power and patronage. The extent to
which corruption flourishes in a given society mainly
depends on the attitude of the people. In Sri Lanka
the public attitude is one of apathy. Itis an uncon-
scioys sanction to corruption at various levels. The
people of Sti Lanka Rave been under foreign invaders
for45pyears. Exceptforsome honourable exceptions,
the rulers of the day remained unconcerned toward
the behaviour of their officials as long as the require-
ments of their Treasury Were met. Overthe Centuries
the peop.e came to tolerate corruption as a normal
feature of public life. Betore Indepedence, corruption
existed in all provinces in some form or other. Publis
opinion had come to ac cept it as inevitable.

AFTER INDEPENDENCE the old bureaucratic
framework has been retained. It was designed
mainly to maintain law and ordér and collect revente.
The same system is not suitable to the needs of a
developing economy. The senior officials are heavily
burdened with additional work, with consequential
slackness in the degree of supervision. Delays ate a
regular_ feature. When great deal of power is concen-
trated in the hands of low paid staff, and the public is
ready to offer bribes to expedite their work or obtain
Undue favours, corruption is bound to folourish.

2

(1) Habitual -

The attitude towards corrupticn has been aptly
described thus: “A bribe taken by a peon is called
Santhosam and by a clerk a present. It is a gift when
accepted by a senior official. A Minister takes it in
the name of Party Funds'. After Independence
attempts have been made to quicken the rate of
developmentso as to make good the time lost overtihe
last two centuries. A society ¢ harging at a fast rate
has to pay a special price. There has come about a
certain amount of weakening of the cld system of
values witf_]out it being replaced by effective new
values. With the weakening of the social modes of
the simpler society, signs of materialism and import-
anCe of statusresulting from possession of money and
economic powetl, are cleatly visible.

The climate for integrity had been rendered un-
healthy by the wartime controls and scarcities, and
post-war overflow of money. Governmental activi-
ties in the new fields involving huge annual expendi-
ture afforded to the dishonest elements in society
unprecedented opportunities of acquiring wealth by
dubious means. The low salaries in government
setvices and the depreciation in the value of currensy
has also added to the aggravation of the problem.
Though this cannot be plead ed to justify the fall in
the evelofintegrity,itcannotb e denied thate conomic
necessity has encouraged some Who could not resist
temptation. Some consider modermn high taxation
as one of the causes of corruption. Henry George
has obseived that ‘‘taxation must not lead man into

_temptation, by requiring trivial oaths, Sysmaking it
profitab.e to lie, to swear falsely, to bribe m.

bribes'’. The procedures and practices in some 0l
the Government offices are cumbersome and time-
consuming. The desire to avoid delay has given rise
to the dishonest practice of '“speed money . It hés
become a common corrupt practice, for example, In
obtaining licences or permits. The bribe giver nor-
mally does not expect anything done untawfully. He
wants rapid movement of files and guick declsions.
Some members of the staff have got into the habit
of not doing anything till they are suitably rewarded.
Some clever officials raise frivolous objections or
queries to deliberately delay matters. The custcm of
“speed money' in addition to being a most detested
corfUpt practise, is also one of the most serious causes
of delay and inefficiency.

IN INDIA, in June 1962, the Government of India
constituted a Committee on Prevention of Corruption,
headed by K. Santhanam, MP. In its unanimous
report, the Committee found that the ultimate sources
of corruption were (1) ministers, (2) legislators,
(3) political parties and (4) ind ustrialists and merchants
who seek favours from these three. There is a wide-
spread feeling that the fall in integrity is not uncommon
among ministers. Some have enriched themselves
illegitimately, obtained good jobs for their sons and
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relations through nepotism. The Committee’s
recommendations regarding these ultimate soutces of
corruption have not received serious attention. A
Commission or Committee of this kind is now a long-
felt need for Sri Lanka. Commissions investigating
corruption in the past were generally i'ﬂln:-.‘SpeSt of
specific charges against particular persons.

One of the principal reasons for the steady increase
in corruption in Sri Lanka is the rise of the ge'f-nch-
quick politicians. In addition to feathering thelt own
nests, they have also encouraged corfuption among
officials to suit their own ends. It is no wonder that
the profession of politics has attracted some self-
seekers. Cicero, in his Officers has recorded that
“'the most wretched custom, assyredly, is scramble for
office”. No training or preparation is required for
office seeking. Party honesty is based on exped iency
Party strength is increased by bribery of office. People
change their affiliations when a bigger bribe is oﬁereld
to them. Corruption is not confined only to pUblis
servants and politicians. Employees of piivate firms
are not free from it. Directors and memoers of staff
of companies are indulging in substantial misappro-
priation of company funds. For pufchasing raw
materials or stores or selling scarce goods or awarding
contracts or agencies, they charge secrel commissions.
There is a good deal of corruption and misfeasance in
the co-operative sectortoo. One of the major contri-
butory factors for the growth of corruption is the
unwillingness to deal drastically with the corrupt
public setvants. The prevalent practice is to Initiate
action only when a complaint is received against an
offiger.

A COMMISSION should be appointed in Sri Lanka
to investigate corruption at the political level. In
many countries it was suggesfed a permanent autho-
rity to keep a continuous vigilance over Ministers, by
setting up of an “Ombudsman’’ as in the Scandinavian
countties. The Ombudsman in Sri Lanka is a joke.
He has little or no power to investigate a politician—
and the very purpase for which anp Ombudsman is
wanted in Sri Lanka is defeated. An Ombu dsman
should be able to actindependent of the government.
Action once started must not be dropped till it reaches
its logical conclusion. And, action against corrupt
politicians will create a vety healthy climate against
corry ption.

Cotruption in the private sector also effects the
climate in the public services. It deserves some
effective attention. Excepting a few, business houses
are generally hesitant to take action ‘against their
erring employees. They prefer to put an end to the
problem by getting rid of their services by mutual
compromise. Thefe is no effective machinery for
punishing corrupt employees of private firms. An
independent non-official organisation of merchants
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should be formed as Vigilance Chamber against
corruption in the private sector. It should be finan-
clally assisted by Chambers of Commerce. It should
be able to investigate cases and even launch prose-
cutions. Experienced officers from Government and
reputed companies"may be seconded to the Vigilance
Chamber to deal with corruption cases in the private
sector. The threat to a business exeécutive to submit

to the scrutiny “of such an organisation may pe an

effective deterrent. Employees punished or disgraced
on the recommendation of the Vigilance Chamber,
should not be eligible for re-employment by other
busingss houses.

Corruption is an old dise ase . lts eradication is not
easy but it can certainly be minimised by removing
public apathy, creating sttong public opinion against
it, and educating the younger generation about the
evils of corruption and virtues of honesty. It is
necessary to launch a simultaneous three-pronged
attack against corruption in the private, public and
political sectors. It is necessaty 10 destroy the
influence of black money which is a major source of
corruption. A curb on ostgntation is also essential.
Ostentations style of living by a few tempts the simple
andhonest people to take to a wrong path. Preventive
action at th e source points is also necessary by stream-
lining forms and procedures. Finally, deterrent punish
ment and a reformative approach are necessaly as a
practical cure for coiruption.

TRIBUNE

TR/BUNE welcomes feature and analytical articles
on matters of current topical interest. They should
be typed double-spaced and should not exceed
1,500 words. The ideal length wWould be around
1,000 words.

Articles in Tribune do not represent any
consensus of beliefs or any commitment to rigid

inflexibility. Editorial views are only to provoke
thinking and provide guidelines for opinion making.
Nor does Tribune expect \eaders to sympathise
with or accept views put forward in the paper.
While Tribune seeks to keep clear and not get
involved in controversial and contentious issues, it
believes that it can do much to keep Sri Lanka
public opinion informed by broad hospitality to
divergentviews than it can by identifying itself with
one trend of thinking. Furthermore, Tribune does
not accept responsibility for the validity or other-
Wwise for the views expressed in any article, signed
or unsigned, which appears in its pages. What it
does accept responsibility for is to give them a
chance to appear in print,
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THE POLITICAL SCENE

IN SRI LANKA TODAY

The Ethnic Problem - 4

By S. P. Amarasingam

THE FUTURE, at the moment, seems dark and

bleak. It is not likely that Tamil militants can be
wiped out completely by militaty means. Many
believe that they will atleast be ab.e to kill som e army
and police officers from time to time. The response
from the Security Services (Army, "Navy, Air Force
and Polige), it is thought, will continue to be on
predictable lines: that they will iush into excesses.
This is, as all knowiedgeable observeis know, exactiy
What the Tamil extremists want: because this will
increase the quantum, tempO and momentum of the
International uproar against the Sri Lanka government.

It is in this situation that frantic efforts are now

being made by the govemment through the All Party
Conference (APC) to find a political solution based
on some kind of autonomy—district or regional or
provincial or zonal—with a Second Chamber to give
it an umbrella. The APC seems to be considering
Mmany other changes also in the matter of language,
university admission etc., etc., to sase the Ethnic
confrontation. It will he a major break-through if a
constitutional formula acceptabe to all parties is
found for some kind of autonomy. This will at least
help to initiate a Ceasg-fire: for only a ceasefire will
make it possible to formylate and adopt the funda-
mental changes that will keep the country a unitary
state as well as bring lasting communal harmony and
ensu’e the well-being of all people who have this
country for their home irespective of their race,
religion, caste or language.

/n this paper | ¢can anly briefly indicate afew of
the changes which | think wilf help to usher in a pew
efa in this country.

First, itis necessary to educate people in all walks of
life that this country is traditionally a multi-racial,
multi-lingual and mu lti-religioys society based on
interdependence arg tolerancle and that at bedrock it
continiies to be so in spite of efforts by our form er
colonial masters, their latter allies and other interested
parties to make it otherwise. At the grassroots, ip the
villages in Sinhalese, Tamil and Muslim areas, it will
not be difficult to convipce people of this. [n fact, it
’s still the dormant Paltern though it has peen dis-
turbed in recent decades.

But it is in the upper stratum of our society, the
so-called intellectual elite among the different commuy-
nities. that the conCept of mono-langUage mono-
race, mono-gulture and mono-evetything, based on
4

Western thinking and logic centred around a homo-
genous nation state, has taken deep root. It is this
elite and its political-cultural hangers-on Who refuse
to accept the reality: of “multi and interdependent
socigty. They want Sinhala Only or Tamil Only—an
integrated Sinhala Buddhist state or a Tamil Eelam
state. Yet they also ‘want a solution to the ethnis
problem with all its attendant problems of language
education, employment and what not. ;

What they fail to see is that in this country, only the
acceptance of a tolerant “multi’’ society that can solve
all ethnic, r eligioys and language conflicts, Recent
happenings have shaken many of the mono-cultisis,
but they are dieh e ds. Ve little will be gainéd by
spending time and effort to convince or ¢ onverl the .
All efforts should be COncentrated at the village level
grassroots. It will also be ysefy | to recall that the
multi-racial, mu!ti-lingu_lstic:"multmeligncus end multi-
caste sociely is based on tolerance. Evely village
may not have all these constityent units to make a
comprehensive “muti” village. But the spirit of tole-
rance Was Universal. In earlier times, When caste
was an integral part of the then of division labour,
relationship was based On status and not on class as
in developed capitalist societies. In new traditic nal
villagez oi’today, the Gandhaian concept of caste
equality as human beings would assyme a new
dimension just as equality with regard to religicn, and
tace will have modern overiones. But the undei-
fying unchanging begrock mustbe tolerance.

It is this spirit of tolerance that was destroyed by
the European conquerers who Came as colonisers ana
civilise's. The British, and before them the Dutch
and the Portuguese, did not have any use fov the trag:-
tional system based on tolerance and consensus
under the leadership of a panchayat of elgers. The
Europeans brought the intolerance of a mono-c ultuial
and mono-religioys system and imposed the domi-
nance of a commangder or a nominee of the ruling
race—in later times it was a political party or a mafia.
of thugs and wheeler-dealers (in sheep’s clothing).
They based their pcwer on ‘mobilising a strong force.
rectuited on race or religion, language or caste,
TheY exeg fcised power by force and believed in domi-
nation and the suppression of all otheis especiaily
those who questioned their sUpiemacy. [t is this
concept of a mono-centric system to “'rule’’ a multi-
racial, multi-lingual, and multi-religious society that
must be changed if a new Sri Lanka is to be built.

There are 23,000 or 24,000 villates in the country
and in them live the bulk of the population. | cannot
say that | know everything about Village grassroots,
but | have some knowledge of them. In this connec-
tion, | must say that | have been impressed by what |
have seen in the Sarvodaya Village Centres in Sinha-
lese, Tamil and Muslim areas—there are over 6,000 ot
hem so far—in all parts of the country. The Sarvoday,
village is based on the Gandhiam concept of thg
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traditional society of a multi-level, multi-faceted
character based on tol?ranqe and lntef_-depgdenc_e.
What Sarvodaya wants to do, like Sarvodaya in [ndia,
is not to providé an "ajternative’’ to what the British
and its present-day allies have sought to build in our
villages, but to leap-frog over the rather weak and
uncertain superstructure that has been imposed on
them into a new society based on the spirit of old
interdependent traditional village tolerance. The old
spirit still exists, but it has to be given new form and
content to suit contemporary times,

This is not easy ta be achieved but | have seen it
happen in practice in many places. | have also seen
at these Sarvodaya Centres the concept of a multi-
racial, muti-lingual, multi-religioys and multi-caste
society, with equality to all being accepted and
practised. The Sarvodaya experiment may aequite
many changes to make it acceptable in different parts
of th e island but itis a start.

To make this concept of a multi—licrgua"
racial, multi-religious soclety accepted in all
parts of Sri Lanka is a long term objective, but
unless this is achieved it will be impossible to
sustain a unitary state in this island. But | see
no reason why this cannot be done. If an endeavour
is staried along the correct lines there will be remark-
able changesin the climate and atmosphere of the
political lité of this country. Racial, language, reli-
gious and even caste conflict will diminish and then
disappear,

Second, as the present ethnic conflicts arose from
the language question, the present language laws
mystbe changed. Eventhe APC seems to be acutely
conscious of this. In a multi-lingual, muylti-racial
society like Sri Lanka, both national languages Sinha-
lese and Tamil should have equal status. TheY should
both be official languages. Even Dr.M. C. M. Kaleel
has recently sypportea this proposal to make them
both official languages. English should have a place
. @8 a world language. The existing language laws
must therefore be changed. Bilingualiem or Trilin-
gualism should be voluntary. No compulsion is
Called for. People must be free and have the oppor-
tunities to learn one or bothofficial languages. A new
i3nguage package mustbe placed on the Statute Book
This is the second requisite to keep this country.
a unitary state.

Third, the present conglomerate of Citizenship
laws muyst be scrapped and there must be one single
law for all who already have this country as a home
:with special provision for aliens who Wish to become
its citizens. There must be only one class of Sri
Lar_lka citizens and should have only fwo classes of
residents—Sri Lanka citizens and aliens. Only then
can a true Sri Lankan identity be established.

F_u urth, the country should revert to its traditional
policy of non-alignment. Sri Lanka must once again
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be in the forefront of the mainstregm of the N,OH'
aligned 'Movement. Further, all misunderstandings
with India, and other Non-aligned countries, especi-
ally the Arab countries, should be cleared np. No
room should be given for suspicicns that Sri Lanka
was ganging up with certain powers host;le_ to India.
This return to Non-alignment is extremely imporiant
if Sri Lanka wants to remove all geo—strat?gic compu?-
sions that might tend to be militate against the terri-
torial integrity of Sri Lanka.

These are four of the most urgent steps
that must be taken to keep the country a unitary
state and at the same time bring peace and
harmony. It is only after this that it will be possible
to work out a new constitutional framework for a
multi-rag¢ial, multi-religious and multi-lingual society.
And also an e conomic programme for a society with-
out exploitation.

But gven before steps are taken to adopt all these
measures, it is necessary for the government to win
the hearts and minds of the Tamil people. |t woulc_i
be unrealistic to say that this process can start only
after Tamil terrorism is completely wiped out. The
fact is that terrorism can disappear only if the hearts
and minds of the Tamil people are won. Apart from
the factthat Aimed Forces and Security Services must
learn to donduct themselves as they should. thefe
should be massive invesiment for economis develop-
ment.

Il am convinced that if this country is to
remain a unitary state, in the context of the
internal political, external geostrategic reali-
ties, the measures | have suggested have to be
adopted.

There are some people who~*demand that there
should be a’’return to democracy’’ as a pre-condition
for any solution. But many can rightly ask as to
what this “democtacy’ means and When such a
desirable ‘“‘democracy’® was prevalent in Sri Lanka
even after Independerce. EBefole thel, urcel coloni
alism, even under the DonoUghmoie hemelule set-
up: democracy had a special meaning and nobody
would want areturn to that.

It would be better for the “‘return to democracy’
enthusiasts to concentrate on finding soluticns. To
insist on a return to anything in the past even under
the magic teim ""democracy’” is anly to make implicit
fault-finding a pre-requisite for any settlement. This
is notthe time for favit-finding wh ether it be in regard
to events that took place in 1911, in 1915, orin 1931,
1936, or 1946, or 1951, or 1956 or 1958 or 1971,
or 1977 or even in more recent years. Such an
exercise will only detract from the present efforts to
Create the proper climate for a political solution. If
the measures | have suggested are camied out, there
will be an automatic return to democracy without
flaunting slogans which will be regarded as sectarian_
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| am c_onscious that many of you will disagree with
the thesis | have set out in this paper. But | would
earnestly request you to consider what | have said.
Concluded.
- = o =

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT ON

THE ROLE OF SECURITY FORCES IN THE
NORTH

Recent events in the northern province of Sri Lanka
have caused the Civil Rights Movement (CRM)
grave anxiety. [t is greatly perturbed at the increasing
levels of violence in this area.

A heavy burden lies on the govemment and the
secufity forces to maintain law and order, and to
protect the fundamental rights of all citizens. CRM
is aware that in recent times the secufity forges have
been severely provoked by the brutal premeditated
murders in ambushes of several of their colleagues by
violent Tamil chauvinist groups. Such ‘murders are
calculated to provoke the security forces 1o retaliate
against the civilian population and the'eby alienate
them: the security forces must not play into threlr
hands. The situation thus calls for the most rigorous,
indeed iron discipline on'thepartof the selcurity forces.
CRM wishes to draw particular attention to two
aspects of the presentsitu aiicn in solving the violation
of f undamental rig hts:

(1) Damage and destruction to property of innocent
persons as a result of retaliation by the armed
services to the murder of their collagues.

One recent example was the destruction of
several shops and houses in Mannar belonging
to the Muslim population who could not by any
stretch of the imagination have any connection
whatever with the Tamil c¢hauvinist militants,

CRM welcomes the decision of the govem
ment to pay compensation to the persons
affected both in Mannar, and to passengers of
Airlanka, a state corporation, who werg injufed
in a bomb blast in Madras alleg edly the work of
Tamil militants. We ask that this commendable
principle be applied uniformly and that the
victims. of regent violence in Valvetlityral be
compe_nsated. Further it is necessaly that the
law must not only take its cou:se as fei as th?
offenders are conCerned, but myst be seen to
take its course. Action should be taken against
those sefvicemen Who broke the law in Mannar
ang Valvettiturai and the people mustbe informed
of such action. 2

(2) The second aspect that is of concern to CRM
is the mass arrest.of all young men from a parti-
cular village in Jaffna.

~ According to newspapgr reports, over 500
young men have been faken into custoda and

are being held in camps in the south. In the

pastthose taken into ¢ ustody fell into one of two
categories: they Wete eithei perscns who were
suspected of having ccmmitted an oifence, or
were persons who were a thiat 10 national
securty. :

These young men fall into neither categoly-

While a government faced with a serion®

national security problem has the right to choose
a technigue that is best suited 10 deal with the
problem itis facing. it must be remembeted that
a government which is committed to the rule of
law and has guaranteed in'its Constitution the
fundamental right of freedem frem abitrary
arrest is thereby limited in its chioice. CRM is,
of COurse, aware that many of the persons so
detained have beenfe! eased er.dihcse who had
to sit,examinations Were feleased n o¥def to
enable them tO do so. Nevertheless, the
detention of persons who are admittedly inpo-
cent and who do not pose a threat to nationa/
security is indefensible.

It is important to re-state what is self evident:
the role of the armed services in the notih is to
maintain the Rule of Law and to preyenat a
civilized sociely from sliding into anarchy. 1f
the armed services themselves violate the Rulg
of Law, of resort to barbaric methods, then they
have failed.

The increasing camage in the noth, the rising
deaths, Whether of young Sinhala soldiers, or
Tamil militants, and the increase of ethnic
tension have gravely affected our society: s,
of course, urgent that a political solution be
fsund for the ethnic problem: more delay means
more deaths. -

The solution has to be workedout in a spitit
of goodwill. Itis important that such discuss+
ions should not be affected by extrangcus
considerations, such as the imespensible anti-
Sinhala racist propaganda of the Eelam lobbies
abroad—it is an indication of the lack of the
good faith of such persons that not even one
document in Sinhala setting outthe grievances
of the Tamils has evef been published. while
such documents have been published in several
European languages. Further, we urge that our
own |eadets examine each solution, be it &
provincial Council, or a Second Chamber, on its
meiits, and that the discussion be caried on
continuously rather than in an ad hoc and.

stacatto mannet. ) s
Desmond Fernando

Secretary CRM
16/1, Dan Carolis Road, '
Colcinbo 5.
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FROM BRITAIN .
SL’s Ruling Party’s

Dilemma

Ltondon, July 14: The undeclared battle for the
succession to Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, the 78-year-old
President of Sri Lanka, has deferred any resolution of
the conflict between the island s Sinhalese majority
and its Tamil minority. President Jayewardene's own
position is now very Uncertain. A year after the blood-
hath of July 1983, he has not repaired either his
tarnished reputation or his eroded authority, The
President’s failure 1o solve the Tamil questiﬁnl has
disappoinied the moderates in both communities.
The Indian government, which used its good offices
last winter to bring the Tamils to the negotiating table,
is also annoyed that Mr. Jayewardene allowed 'fhese
talks to become an exercise in fulility. The president
returned to Sri Lanka on July 2nd, after discussions in
Peking, Washington, London and Delhi, promising
new proposals for devolving power. But nothing
has emerged even a date for reconvening the all-party
conference. The non-militant politicians in the Tamil
United Liberation Front agreed to sit down with the
government in the hope of sectring a commitment 1o
devolution through regicnal councils in the Tamil
majority areas. But Mr. Jayewardene dismissed their
demands, along with India's gompromise proposal,
ieaving them looking like yesteigay s men. Today it
is the extremists in the Tamil noith who command
the loyalty of local Tamils.

Although the gulf between the government and the
Tamils has not narrowed since last summer's fire-
storm, the debris has mostly been cleared. Of the
124,000 Tamils who sought refuge in government
camps only 6,300—the poorest of the poor—are still
homeless. (Another 30,000 refugees are in the
Indian state of Tamil Nadu and some 300 Tamil
families have emigrated to the United States, Canada,
Australia and Britain). More than half the homes
which were damaged or destioyed by marauding
mobs last July have been made habitable again.
About 45 percent of the damaged Tamil businesses
are operaling. The only trade that has yet to show
any recovery is toudlism. Eaily this Year, when the
government’'s grip on the Tamil provinces in the north
and east app.€aredto be slipping, the president brought

in the ablest man in the Cabinet, a former Oxford

Union President Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, as Minister
of National Security and Deputy Minister of Defence.
Mr., Jayewardene himself, holds the defence portfolio
(and has been pretty ineffective in this role since the
army got out of control last July). The appointmen
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of Mr. Athulathmudali was intended to impose a firmer
grip on disaffected elements in the security forces
It proved also to be a catalyst for a political realignment.’

The Prime Minister, Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa,
right saw the promotion of his younger rival as a
threat to his own prospects of succeeding Mr. Jaye-
wardene. His chosen strategy was to odiflank him
on the right by taking up an anti-Tamil and anti-
Indian position. Meanwhile Mr. Athulathmudali is
trying to build a political base in the secuiity services
and among the non-militant majority of both Tamils
and Sinhalese. First he set cut to make himself
acceptable to the armed forces. He went to the
northern ““front’’ in Jaffna and provided the soldiers
with what they needed to do their job. Morale and
discipline were slowly restoiec. This gave the new
segurity minister the confidence to repeal some of the
more obnoxious provisions of Sri Lanka's Frevention
of Terrorism Act—suc h as'the soldiers’ right tc dispose
of the bodies of victims of viclenc e withcut judicial
inquests and to incarcerate suspecied terncuisis for
long periods without trial. He balanced this conc e-
ssion to liberal sentiment by calling in adviseis frem
Israel’s inte[ligence agency, Mossad, to help cuib the
Tamil terrorist movement. By ¢ cnfining sericus tenor-
ism to the Tamil areas, and by preventing the kind of
Sinhalese blacklash ihat set Sri Lanka aflame last
July, Mr. Athulathmudali has projected h'meelf as a
Sinhalese leader who can provide a medicum of
security for the one million Tamils who live outside
the pale in Sinhalese arezs. Mcst Sinhalese zlgg
appear fo have accepted hm &s 1he men WhO cen
ensure the survival cf.boih the Sinhalese rece erd tpe
unitary state of Sri Lenka.

But otherforces are being stirred up. Over the pasq
Seven years the Prime Minister has been assiducusiv
c ultivating the penutious lew-caste pait of the Sinhz-
lese population. M.. Premadasa’'s scheme for bui\drng
a million houses and his so-called village re-ewakenirg
movement were designed to appeel to this beticm
half of Sinhalese society, which is divided intg a
dozen low-caste gratips. The Prime Minister's hopes
of welding these groups togethei to suppoit his
Presidential ambition were increased recently when
the “old left” seemed to thicw its lot in  wiln him.
The left includes the Trotskyite Lanka Sama Samaja
Party, the pro-Mossow Communist Party, and a
breakaway group of Mrs. Bandaranaike’'s Sri Lanka
fr'reecicm Party. What these groups have in common
Is not a shared ideolcgy byt a shared base among low-
caste Sinhalese. Mr. Premadasa is low caste; Mr.
J_ayewardene and Mr, Athulathmudali belong to the
high caste elite that has produced all Sri Lanka's
presidents and party leaders. Folitical polarisation of
the Sinhalese community along caste lines has now
begun. The fighting within the ruling party is being
contained for the present, largely because of the so-
called external threat posed by the northein térrorist
movement. The bogey of an Indian invasion serves
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the same purpose. |f these threats were to recede the
Jayewardene government could tear itself apart in the
.process of finding an acceptable successor to the
ageing president, even though his term has another
five years to run.
The Economist
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FROM INDIA
The Sethusamndram
Project

By N. S. Ramasvwami

A PROJECT to deepen the shallow bay separating
the pilgrimage centre in the South Rameswaram from
the islet of Talaimannar in Sri Lanka is said to be under
active consideration by the Indian Government,
mainly in view of the now changed defence postures
in the Indian Ocean. The ship canal project was, in
fact, first conceived 120 years ago by the then British
Government. The temple of Sri Ramanatha at
Rameswaram is one of India's great pilgrim centres.
Ships sailing from the west coast of India to the east
have now to circumnavigate Sri Lanka. Only small
vessels and fishing beats can pass from the Gulf of
Mannar, off Kanyakumari, India’s southern-most point,
to the Palk Straits, farther north, as a result of the
presence of sandstone reefs, whichlegends relate to
the bridge Lord Rama built to enable his army of
monkeys to reach Ravana's Lanka. It is also known
as "Adam’s Bridge"".

The Bay of Bengal Pilot, published by the British
Admiralty in London, described the Palk bay: “The
general depths in the bay are from six to seven fathoms,
but on its eastern side, depths of five fathoms and less

_ extend as much as 15 miles from the coast of Ceylon,
and within it are several islands, rocks and shoals;
on the southern side are depths of less than five
fathoms within five miles of the coast in places’”. To
obv?ate these hazards, the canal project was first
envisaged in the last century, but nothing has come of
that effort and of many other such ventures in the
present century. |f the canal is dug, ships can save
sonsiderable milezge and expenses. Today, ships
proceeding from Kanyakumari to Madras and to
Calcutta have to sail 755 and 1,357 nautical miles,
respectively. With the commissioning of the canal
the distance can be reduced to 402 and 1 098 nautical
miles. The project is more important in the context
of the political developments in Sri Lanka. There are
reliable reports, despite persistent denials by Sri
Lanka, that the United States is going to pbuild a major
base in Trincomalee, a superb natural harbour on the
eastern coast of that country. This is in addition to
another base of the US in the Indian Ocean, the island
o_f Diego Garcia. Unconfirmed reports aré also
c_wcu!ating that Mossad, the Israeli secret service out-
fit, is actively involved in Sri Lankan affairs including
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training of its armed forces, and that British mercen-
aries are present in large numbers in the island. The
region immediately south of /ndia, a bare 32 kms.
from the mainland is now suddenly involved in poten-
tially dangerous military politics. [n an exigency,
/ndian ships may not be able to pass from one coast
to another uninterrupted. A submarine or a naval
air base situated in Trincomalee will also seriously
pamper [ndia’s defence positions. The only via media
then is to avoid the circumnavigation of the island
and this can be achieved through a ship canal from
the Gulf of Mannar to the Palk Straits.-

The project was first mooted in 1862. Sir Robbert
Bristow who was the architest of the Cochin port,
suggested in 1920 the need for such a canal. Since
fhen a number of committees and sub-gommittees
wete appointed to work out the details of the project,
and with a surprising unanimity, all of them have
found it to be perfectly feasible. The first compre-
hensive technical survey after independence cn ihe
project was made by the Dr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliyar
Committee which submitted its report in 1956. It
recommended that the project now called Sethu-
samudram should be implemented along with the
development of Tuttukudi harbour under the second
Five Year Plan. The proposed canal is 85 nautical
miles long. The opposition 1o the project 18
reported to stem from some official quarters appa-
rently over its economic viability. Protagonists of the
scheme say that in similar canals elsewhere. the
income from canal rates is not the only critetion 1o
consider the yield on investment. fFor example, the
US spent 1,952 million dollars on the Panama canal
project in 1912 but by 1966, it could recover only
1,252 million dollars. The Sethusamudram project
officials quoted the Lieutenant Governor of the
Panama Canal Authority as saying that canal tolls
have never been set (for the panama Canal)
pre-determined expectation of yield on the mVGSI;
ment. The project will lead to the development ©
the hinterland. This legion' is drough_?-prone an ha:-..
only a limited industrial concentration &t ?res_en.-
The canal will bring many ships, indian and o‘{e‘?‘:"
and that will stimulate the economic oot c E8
region. To the defence planner, 2 developed na“m:ns
seaway is gaining much importance. Developme
in the Indian Ocean aré ominous. Supe’ 1I‘:”Nh..m
rivalry has reached this area2 and India’s neic hbeur “i
become hostile. An indication of this was appatend
in the award of a huge contract with def&ﬂc‘: 3’1_‘3
security implications in Trincomalee not to “0“;
which had submitted the tendets but 10 £ Singap
firm, which it is believed has westein a{{ahaucrjs-d
situation may arise when India® chips may fine

iffi at
difficult to sail from one coest 10 another. '-}Whe
would prove to be a great liability durirg a war. 107

securit\,"

Sethusarmudram project is vital to the pation's
if not econcmy.—PT/.
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

September 17 - 23

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWS-
PAPERS PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO

DN—Daily News; DM—Daily Mirror; DO—Daily
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; SO—Sunday Observer;
DMN—Dinamina: LD--Lankadipa; VK—Virakesari;
JTH—Aththa; SM— Silumina; SLDP—Sri Lankadipa;
AD—Janadina; S—Sun; DV—Davasa; DP—Dinapathi;
CNVi—Chinthamani; ~ WK—Weekend;  RV—Rivirésa;
DK—Dinakara; EN—Elenadu; \S—Island. DI—Divaing
IDPR—information Dept. Press Release.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17: Participants from_ 28
countries will attend the three-day international
rubber conference beginning today at 8.30 am. at the
BMICH, Colombo. Andrei Gromyko's UN comeback
afterayear's absence and his rendezvous on September
28 with Ronald Reagan have turned the spotlight on
the 39th General Assembly opening Tuesday amid
revived hopes of a thaw in US-Soviet relations—D/N.
The intensive course in English for new entrants to the
universities who are weak in‘this subject, is expected
to begin in the first week of November—DO. Presi-
dent J. R. Jayewardene announced yesterday thatthe
90,000 stateless people would be granted sitizenship
as agreed at the all-party conference. Applications
for the special intake to the universities and university
college in-Batticojoa for the 1984/85 academic year
‘are heing entertained by the University Grants Commi-
ssion; a}l applications will be considered on merit a
UGCofficialsaid. Education Minister Ranil Wickrema-
singhe said that whatever crisis the Jaffna peninsula
has to face the schoo| system should go on without
disruption—SU. The CID is looking for a young man
called "Ambalangoda Parakrama” who is believed to
be having connections with certain northern terrorists,
CID' sources said. Tug boats were reported last
evening rushing to the rescue of a Sri Lankan vessel
Which had sent distress calls reporting a bomb attack
and fire from a position south of lran's Lavan Island.
Indian Prime Minister said yesterday that recent
events in Sri Lanka is a matter of concern for the entire
world, All India Radio announced last night on their
night news bulletin. National Security Minister
Lamt} Athulathmudali clarified the difference between
ihe insurrection of 1971 and the present terrorist
problem in the country—/S.

TUESDA_K SEPTEMBER 18: The Ceylon Petroleum
CPFPOfatlon is making emergency purchases of diesel
oil fron:n Singapore to ensure continuity of supplies
folloi'mng the attack on its tanker Royal Colombo
carrying 12,000 m.t. of crude oil from Saudi Arabia,
Israe’s new Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin in his
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first public statement yesterday said Isragli troops
might be withdrawn from Lebanon in the very near
future—DN. Rige Millers and stockists in the produc-
ing areas appear to be reluctant to release their stocks
of Nadu rice at the current wholesale price |eve|
though usually Nadu rice has the highest turnover at
the Pettah Market—DO. A series of proposals which
are expected to reflect the progress of the all party
conference and also the consensus on matters under
discussion, will be placed before delegations by
Conference Chaitman, President J. R. Jayewardene as

the government's proposal on Friday. Englislywill be

the medium of instruction for all students following
computer programming courses in schools, the chief
adviser to the Education Minister D. A. Perera told a
seminal on "‘Computer Literacy in Education’” at the
Sri Lanka Foundation Instituie yesterday.” Mothers
in Jaffna have made an appeal to President J. R.
Jayewardene 10 relgase all innocent youths taken into
custody by the segcurity forces for questioning—SU.
Only three subjects to qualify for the GCE Advance
Level; a student can sit only twice for the A-Level
examination; the Muslim and the Indian Tamil students
should be allowed admission with lower marks than
now; these are some of the recommendations of the
President’s Committee which reviewed the University
Admission Scheme. The by-elections for the elector-
ates of Minneriya and Kundasale will be held on
October 25, according to authoritative sources. The
air of mystery centred around Justice Minister
Nissanka Wijeratne's visit to Rosmead Place to meet
Mrs, Sirima Bandaranaike has somewhat been cleared:
Plantation Industrie s Minister Montague Jayawickiema
said at the inauguration of the International Rubber
Conference at the BMICH yesterday that he was
disappointed that rubber prices today hardly covered
costs of production—/S. The CID have questioned
severalsub-agencies of Foreign Employment Agencies
in Jaffna in connection with the killing of 15 people
travelling in a private bus near Vavuniya recently—DP

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 139: The lsraeli Interest
Section under the US embassy in Colombo will not
grow any further and will not be converted into a
diplomatic or even consular mission, Transport and
Muslim Affairs Minister M. H. Mohamed said in
Saudi Arabia. lIsraeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres
will meet with President Ronald Reagan on October 8,
US diplomatic sources said in Jerusalem yesterday
following a meeting between Mr. Peres and US
Ambassador Samuel Lewis—DN. Sri Lanka is
expected to figure prominently at talks at both the
Inter Parliamentary Union meeting to be held in
Geneva and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Associ-
ation me ,Pting tobe heldin the Isle of Man next week—
DO. The right bank development of the Maduru
Oya project is more than a year behind schedule dué
to a delay in the signing of a draft for financial assis -
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tance; mystery shrouds the |ast-minute reluctance of
the Saudi Fu nd to put pen to paperta c ommit itself to
thetune of 171 million Saudiriyals for the construction
of main canals and branch canals of the right bank.
Prices ''see-sawed’’, at yesterday's tea auctions in
Colombo with the higher pticed qu ality seasonal teas
dropping sharply and pooref teas and off-grades
meeting with a very strong market. Several key
issues relating to the estate sector are to be taken up
wheh the estate Wages$ talks resu me under the Chair-
manship of Labour Minister C. P J. Seneviratne today—
SU. Mr. R. P. Wijesiti Second Member for Haris-
pattuwa will send in ‘his resignation from his present
Parliamentary seat to the S€c retary-General of Parlia-
ment by the end of this week according to atop UNP
source. The mysterious virus that destroyed over
1,500 acres of paddy crop in the Hambantota district
has now been identified as a contagious disease
caused by a brown plant hopper. With the new
Proclamation on the Emergency Regulations coming
into effect from midnight yesterday several regulations
under the emergency have been relaxed—/S. When
students are selected for admission to Universities for
the next Academicyear, Kilinochchi willb ceonsidered
as a separate district and students from that district
will also be considered for admission to universities—
DP.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20: Government has
decided to drop the proposed amendment to the
Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, changing the
method of appointment of the Diyawadena Nilame of
the Dalada Maligawa, Minister of State Anandatissa
de Alwis announced after yesterday's cabinet meeting.
It would be wrong for India to interfere in Sri Lanka
affairs and he was totally opposed to such action,
former Prime Minister of India Morarji Desai has been
quoted as saying at a pPress briefing in Madras this
week—DN. The Duty Free Shopping Complex wil|
remain closed to Sri Lankan Passport holdres for
probably another two weeks, DESC sources said this
morning; ‘it is likely to be opened to Sri Lankan
customers around October 1, they said—DO. Police
Chief Rudra Rajasingham has soynded a warning to
police officers on transfer orde rs to the north and the
east who are reporting sick. Deputy Inspector
General Kingsley Wickremasuriya has called upon
owners of hotels in the Eastern Province 10 check the
identity cards and obtain other particulars cf persons
‘seeking accommodation. The Jaffna  Students
Committee has decided not to boycott classes till the
end of December, Government yestetday decided to
a‘rf_pmnt a committee of experts to study represen-
tations made by local professional associations in the
construction industry, who have expressed concern
ove rallegeld discrimination in'the awarding of ¢ ontracts,
and the frequent employment of foreign contractors
and consultants. The TULF is awaiting the govern-
ment’s proposals to the all party confsence tomorrow

10

and would examine them carefully, its leader A.
Amirthalingam said yasterday—SU. Attorney-at-Law
Kumar Ponnambalam accepting a challeng® from
Defence Counsil, when the former appeated for ihe
prosecution in a case of mischief told court, | have
complied with the Sixth Amendment to the Consti-
tution of Sri Lanka opposing separatism”. The Cabinet
of Ministers pre sided-ovg! by President J. R. Jaye-
wardena dgcided to have a control of donations that
various state-owned corporations make 10 various
bodies. Inflation is stubbornly lingering of increasing
in many countries of the developing world although It
has loosened its grip'on industrialised nations, the
International Labour Organisation said. The Chief
Justice Mr. Neville Samarakoon will defend himself
before the Parliamentaty Select Committee inquiring
into statements made by him at an awards ceremony
held at a Commercial Tutory—/S. A motion has been
filed in the High Court of Colombo under the provi-
sions of Human Rights violations objecting the
proscription of the JVP: the inguiry into this motion
will be held atthe High Court on 26th September—VK.

FR/DAY, SEPTEMBER 21: The Hotel Ceylon Inter-
continental paid a wate! bill of Rs. 300,000 for January
1984 but the bill is now down to around Rs. 190,000
monthly, thanks to conservation measures. Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko has delayed his
speech to the General Assembly by two days, a move
regarded by western diplomatic sources as fresh
indications the Soviet Union wanis improved relations
with Washington—DN. The Custems on Tuesday
have detained at Talaimannar Pier 22 Indian Nationals
who were found not in possession of the gooss they
had purchased at the Duty Free Shopping Complex—
DO. Two alternatives suggestions to replace the Job
Banks scheme have been made by Committee B in its
re port to the all party conference; they are revival of
the old Employment Exchanges and the creation of a
Placement Bureau for university graduates at all
disciplines. A leading businessman, who allegedly
had in his possession smuggled foreign goods worth
Rs. 1.7 million has been fined Rs. 5.2 million by the
Customs; according to Customs sources the goods
found in the businessman’s home belongs 10 2 duty
free shop he.owns. Tamil Nadu Chief Ministef M. G.
Ramachandran has claimed that the S Lenkan
security forces have been trained by \srael's Mossad
in the island of Kachchativu—SU A broad set of
proposals covering education, employment, cultural
rights, housing and unit of power will be submitted
by Piesident J. R. Jayewardene 10 the Round Table
Conference today for the consid eration of the vatious
delegations presently involved in negotiaticns to
ring about a solution to the sthnic crisis that has
gripped the country. Doctors al the kandy Genefal
Hospital have threatened to stage a walk out today if
the Police failed to produce before a Magistiate a
Senior Police Officer who is alieged to have assaulted
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a Dogctor in Kandy town on Sunday and broken his
tooth—/S. -

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22: TULF Secretary-
General A, Amirthalingam said that he was disappointed
ahout the proposals President Jayewardene placed
before the amity round atble yesterday. Mr. Francis
G. Knight, the Regional Director of Motion Picture
Association of Ametica has after investigations in
Sri Lanka filed action against 14 video pirates in Sri
Lanka on behalf of Paramount, 20th Century Fox and
Warners Bros—all million dollar companies of Holly-
wood—ON. Second MP for Harispattuwa R. P.
Wijesiri will resign today to contest the Kundasale by-
election as the UNP candidate. Press photagraphers
invited to cover Yesierday's convocation of the
Kelaniya University at the BMICH, were prevented by
Palice from taking pictures of the graduation procession
outside the conference hall. A plan to mecadamise
main roads in towns at a cost of about 920 million
rupees has been drawn up by the Minisiry of High-
ways—SU. The Hindustan Times in a recent editorial
has berated Indian leaders for overacting to the
“goings on'' in Sri Lanka, and crossing the line of
propriety in warning Sri Lanka's President. Round
Table Conference spoKesman, WNational Security
Minister Lalith Athulathmudali yesterday announced
that government will consider consulting parties not
present at the Committees and even inviting them to
the talks. Lawyers of the North have appealed to
President Jayewardene to find an acceptable political
solution to thegthnic problems of the country—/S.

- -SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23: All employees of the
Kandy General Hospital and the House Officers of the
Peradeniya Teaching Hospital yesterday walked out
in protest against an alleged assault on a doctor.
President J. R. Jayewardene on Friday tabled a report
at the plenary session of the All Party Conference
containing the proposals which had emerged With a
large measure of support from all parties since the
conference started in January 1984—S0. President
J. R. Jayewardene yesierday reiterated the govern-
ment’s determination fo wipe out terrorism which he
felt would otherwise render the future hopes of the
country a closed chapter. Despite numerous comp-
laints from residents that water bills issued to them
are faulty to the point of being ridiculed, the Water
S_”PP'V and Drainage Board continues to issue these
bills regardiess—S7. “The entire gamut of develop-
mentlaunched by this government for the present and
future generations could be considered a closed
chapter pending an end ot the menace of terrorism.
F'I'ef:ldent J. R. Jayewardene told the Ceylon Planters
Society at its forty-eighth annual general meeting in
Colombo yesterday. The Ven. Madihe Pannaseha

Thero, a member of the delegation of Maha Sangha to

the all party conference, yesterday called upon leaders
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of the country to ‘“‘stop debating, theorising and
arguing’’ and to take imme diate and practical steps to
prevent & national disaster’. The Bar Council of
Sri Lanka is to seek permission from the Select Commi-
ttee appointed to inquiry into the conduct of Chief
Justice Neville Samarakoon fo present their view-
point before the committee—WK. Government has
proposed far-reaching amendments to the Univer-
sities Act with a view to establishing better rapport
between Vice-Chancellets and student bodies.
General Walters of the USA, roving ambassador of
President Ronald Reagan, helped draft the agreement
Sri Lanka signed with Israel | ast May, according to the
Economist the influential weekly published in the UK.
Moves are afoot to replace the National Milk Board by
a private company drawn up of milk producers and
private investors—/S.

iNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

i

A WEEKLY COMMENTARY

By Ariel

e US-Soviet » Korea
e Latin America

. The Reagan-Gromyko meeting stole the show las
week. Before theyY met on Friday September 28,
there were a series of preliminaries which had
attracted a great deal of attention. No sooner Reagan
announced this meeting with Gromyko, Mondale
arranged to meet the Soviet Foreign Minister on
September 27. Both Presidential candidates comp-
eted with each other to show the American public
that they were anxious to do business with Soviet
Union. Mondale has said that he was in a better
position than Reagan to' deal with the Russians.
After meeting Mondale on September 27. Gromyko
flew to Washington to meet Reagan at the latier's
invitation. Sandwiched belween the two meetings
were discUssions with Mr. Shultz. :

Before these scheduled meetings, however, Presi-
dent Reagan had stolen a march on his Democratic
rival. At a reception held to greet delegates to the
UN Assembly meeting, Reagan not only said some
comfortingly welcome words about future US-Soviet
relations but also exchanged brief pleasantries With
Gromyko in the full glare of publicity. For Mr
Gromyko, it must be a new experience to find himself
the most wanted man in the United States after having
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been the most unwanted man last year. He skipped
a UN visit last year after his plane was denied landing
facilities at New York's JFK inte rnational airport as a
prote st against the downing of the Korean airliner by
the Soveit security forces. Notonly hasthe ban been
lifted which enabled him to arive in New York on the
opening day as he customarily does, but he.and
the Soviet Union have also been receiving friendly
signals from the Reagan administration which had
followed a tough anti-Soviet line in the past three and
a half years. What is more the -Reagan adminis-
tration, as a conciliatory gesture, itis said, has put off
publication of a report about alleged violations of
arms agreements by the Soviet Union. This was no
doubt to temove iritants before the two sides hold
talks.

_Election time in the United States creates new
imperatives and compulsions. Mr. Reagan badly
needs to show the American voters that his adminis-
itration is still on talking terms with the Soviet leaders.
Mr. Mondale, on the other hand, is trying to see if he
could improve his popularity ratings which are 15 to
20 points behind those of Mr. Reagan by meeting
Mr. Gromyko and establishing his credibility that he
favours dialogue and summit meetings Wwith the
Soviet Union instead of the harsh rhetoric he has
accused Mr. Reagan of. As far as Mr. Gromyko is
concerned, it is believed, that he will probably main-
tain a neutral and ‘‘non-aligned’’ stance between the
two contenders in the Presidential elections. Inevit-
ably, however, Mr. Reagan on balance may stand to
gain from the Gromyko visit to the White House. By
talking to Mr. Gromyko he will neutralise the criticism
that he is the first President in 50 years not to have
met any ranking Soviet official, | et alone the topmost
Soviet leader.

In his address to the UN General Assembly,
Mr. Reagan abandoned his customary cold war
rhetoric against everything Communist and Russian,
and tried hard to take a middle path of conciliation.
He called for nholding institutionalised regular ministerial
or Cabinet level meetings beiween the United States
and the Soviet Union to promote better understanding
and to avoid chances of a global confrontation bet-
Wegen the super-powers. He affimud his belief in
peace and human dignity and made a strong plea for
improved relations between the estrangea super
powers.

b The P!‘egiide.nt touched on almost all thorny issues
like Afghanistan, South-East Asia, West Asia and
Centfal Arn_erlca and in elucidating known American
_pogitlons did not apportion any blame on the Soviet
Union. On Afghanistan, especially, h e spcke in low
key wifl!out -mentloning the Soviet military presense
for the first time. He said the Unite d States strongly
supported the “dedicated efforts” of the UN Secrotary-
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General and his representative to find a diplomatic
settlement of the dispute. “'| assure you that the
United States will continue to do everything possible
to have a negotiated settlement which would give
the right of establishing their own Government 10 the
Afghan people.”

Mr. Réagan reaffirmed US commitment 1o ""allies
and friends’’, support to NATO alliance and said the
United States also respected “genuine alignment”.
He favoured greater flow of funds to developing
countries and promised to deal with this in detail at
his speech before the meeling of Governors of the
World Bank and the Inteinational Mone tary Fund on
Tuesday. Conscious of the presence of Mr. Gromyko,
the President dwelt at length on improving relations
with Moscow. He predaced his comments on the
Soviet Union with the remark that “America has
repaired its strength”, under his Administration.

The Russian response continues to be cool.
Moscow does not see any real change in the US
approach to international affairs. According to the
Soviet news agency Tass Gromyko had told Shuitz
that the Soviet Union will “resolutely” oppose a
disruption of the current balance of power betwgen
the two countrigs. Gromyko said no talks were being
held on such issues as disarmament because of the
present policy of the US administration according 10
TASS.

At the United Nations Soviet Foreign Minister
AndreiGromyko in a bitter attack on the United States
said that everything the Americans said was intended
to secure unilateral advantage over Moscow. There
fore from the very outset things were doomed to failure
he said in an address to the United Nations General
Assembly a day before he was due to meet President
Reagan. Gromyko said that United States policy
documents glorified Amertican dcmination of the
world, extolled arms and strength and “thus they set
the stage for deadlocks in the solution of all the acuteé
problems of today"".

While the Reagan action last year to block the
Gromyko visit to the UN Assembly meeting because of
the South Korean plane disaster is stillfresh in every-
body’s mind, reports from Tokyo say that the South
Korean President Chun Doo Hwan during his visit to
Japan early this month had invited th e ambassadors of
the Soviet Union and China to a reception although
South Korea does not have diplomatic relations With
either of these countries. This visit was the first by
South Korea's head of State of Japan whose occu-
pation and colonisation of the peninsula are still
remembered with bitterness. The diplomatic invi-
tation just a year after the shooting down of a South
Korean airliner also indicates Seoul's interest in
improving relations with Moscow. In fact, with his.
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cotintry increasing its manufacturing and trading capa-
city fairly rapidly, Mr. Chun does have an economic
interest in establishing links with sogialist countries.
He has made some gestures, including a proposal to
have a high level dialogue with the North Koreans.

There is no doubt that the desire for a detente in the
Korean peninsula is increasing. A positive factor is
that the United States and the Soviet Union, as well
as China and Japan, have expressed lhemse\ves_ in
favour of moves towards stability in the region.
China has backed a North Korean suggestion for tri-
partite talks involving the two Korean and the United
States. Japan is likely to ask other countries in the
United Nations later this month to support a plan for
the simultaneous admission of the two Koreas. And
a few days ago North Korean President Kim Il Sung
had publicly declared he wants fo end the confron-
tation with the United States and establish frigndly
ties with South Korea with a view to bringing reuni-
fication closer.

Twelve hundred delegates and bankers from 147
countries have gathered at the joint meetings of the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund in
Washington. But developing countries find them-
selves up against the complacency that has petpe-
tuated itse If among the industrial nations. The most
vocal among the Least Developed Countries—LDCs—
are the Latin American debtors who are seeking to
debunk the latest view among the rich nations that the
worst of the debt crisis is over and that the inter-
national financial system has weathered the storm.
The Cartagena consensus group, as the 11 Latin
American countries have come to be called after their
recent conference in Colombia, has called for multi-
lateral discussions and a more direct role for Western
governments in debt rescheduling as opposed to the
Case-by-case approach adopted by the IMF.

The industrial nations still do not favour a multi-
lateral approach . But they also fear the emergence of
a debtors’ cartel. This is probably why the IMF has
Now agreed to review the debt crisis at a special
Session next spring. There is growing fear among the
rich industrial nations that if they persist in their
rather short-sighted and unrealistic policy many
debtor countries might repudiate their debts. Already
the warning signals have begun to proliferate. They
have so far come mainly from Latin American count-
res where the debts are greatest.

As it stands today Latin American debt is three
times gfeater than the value of all exports. According
to the Economic Commission for Latin America
(ECLA) every year the nations of the region must
devote 50 cents of every dollar eamed from exports to
make payments on the debt and interest rates which
fall due. In 1983, there was a new transfer of 30,000
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million dollars from Latin America to the industria-
lised West. Latin Ametica absurdly provided capital
to the capitalist powers, not the other way round.
The debt problem is aggravated because countfies are
finding it increasingly ditficult to find hard curtency
sources of income. Prices for basic export commo-
dities have dropped. Ontheothe! hand, Latin America
must pay ever higher prices for the goods it buys from
the industrialised West. Thus they sink deeper and
deeper in debt, The debts have reached such levels
that countries are simply no longer able to pay.

RTBUNE
AGRICULTURAL
DIGEST

IN SRI LANKA

Poultry Production

PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS

/- GENERAL: (1) The commercial system of
poultry production was most widespread in the
Colombo region (including the districts of Colombo,
Gampaha and Kalutara extending from Marawila in the
Nortn to Beruwela in the South along the Western
Coastal belt), acknowledged as the “poultry belt” in
Sri Lanka. {(2) The common flock-size in both egg
and broiler production was 100-500 birds; (3) Indi-
cations are that broiler production is on the increase
and that there appears to be a shift towards larger
production units; {4) Broiler production seems to be
more restricted area-wise than egg production and
confined mostly to Colombo region.

/l. POULTRY PRODUCT/ON: Production Systems:
(1) Presently there are three major production systems
(i): rural backyard, the sideline intensive and commer-
cial. To this must.be added a fourth system—special
farms which are the Franchise Agency farms; (2) The
rural backyard system does not depend on compounded
feed or purchased feed ingredients while the sideline
system depends mostly on feed rations mixed on the
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farms. The commercial and franchise farms, on the
other hand, depend entirely on compounded feed of
high quality where imported feed ingredients are also
included; (3) The quality, availability and cost of
these compounded feeds are subject to frequent
fluctuations. This has adversely affected produc-
tivity and expansion of production under these two
systems.

Population and Distribution: (1) There is a positive
trend indicating that poultry population which was
concentrated within some restricted areas of the
country is faking a mote even spread throughout most
parts of the country. The new trend may also be an
indication of the impact that several development
measutes have had in areas under the intensive
system as we!l as in areas undertire traditional system;
(2) There are also indications that religious and
social constraints in respect of poultry keeping are not
as important as they were in the past.

Production Output: (1) Tae rate of production is
20 and 50 percent for the backyard and tlx-‘a intensive
systemrespectively. Thegovernment'segd production
iarget is 24 eggs per person per year. This means that
we should produce 348 million eggs per year at a
population level of 4.5 million.

Action Plans by Government: (1) To enlarge the
supply of month old chicks to the smaltholder; (2) To
expand the volume of feed production; (3) To
increase the importation of parent stock to State farms
to take a major share of the commercial chick market;
(4) To embark on an expanded program of grand-
parent stock importation with a view to eventually
meeting the country’s requirements of parent stock;
(5) To strengthen the supporting services by the
expansion of the network of field veterinary units;

(6) Harnessing external assistance to finance develop- -

ment programs. For example, Asian Development

Bank, Sri Lanka/Libya Agricultyral/Livestock Company.

Production Constraints: (1) These eonstraints are

essentially with regard to feed, free availability of
chicks, credit for smallholders and availability of

vaccines and medications and trained manpower to

manage poultry enterprises.

//}. POULTRY FEED: Compounded Feed: (1) The:

present requirement is around 100-110 thousand
metric tons, while the total annual production is
75,000 tons; (2) The projected requirement till the
year 1983/84 as estimated by the Ministry of Rural
Industrial Development is 103.5 thousand metris tons,
while the estimates of the Tropical Producte Institute’
London, are 129.6 thousand metric tons;
ments bY.Year 1990 is 171,870 thousand metric tons.

Atpresent,there are no gradesin poultry feedsmarketed -

and no index of feed quality.
14 J

(3) Require-

Feed Resources: (1) Sufficient guantities of feed
resources are available in the country but they are not
available for processing. Substantial guantities of
these ingredients are fed straight to caftle in the raw,
while considerable quantities are exported; (2) There
are certain resources such as marine and slaughter-
house wastes which are not being fully used for want
of processing facilities.

Feed Processing Facilities: (1) Available feed
processing facilities (provender plants) are adequate
to meet present needs of the “poultry belt.”” They are,
however, not being fully utilised for want of adequate
quantities of feed ingredients; (2) Proposed expan-
sion of feed processing facilities are adequate 10 meet
projected feed requirements for the next decade .

JV.MARKETING AND PROCESS/NG:Egg Marketing:
(1) Private sector handles 84 percent of the egg
market (20 million eggs) while thg Marketing Depart-
ment handles only 16 percent’ (4.1 million eggs).
Private sector matkeling structure is organised around
itinerant local collectors and middlemen who buy at
the farm gate and regional collectors linked to the
local village collec_tor‘ as well as the large wholesale
stockists in the principal towns; (2) There is hardly
any attention to cleanliness and appearance of the
eggs marketed. Grading on the basis of size of eggs
is only conspicuous by its absence. The only grading
doneisonthecolouroftheegyg shell. ltis heartening,
however, to note the gradual change in the manner of
offering eggs for sale in the super.markets which pay
special attention to cleanliness, appé’aiapfé and size.

S

Poultry Meat Marketing: (1) Poultry meat comes
from three soutces, namely from the intensive system
(hens at the end of lay); broiler farms and the non-
intensive system (culls and cockbirds). Presently
there appears to be no difficulty in marketing broilers
or live birds from the non-intensive sector. As
broiler production expands there may arise a marketing
problem; (2) Poultry meat processing is not a
separate specialised industry. It is an on-farm
activity which does not entail, in the majority of cases,
the use of special equipment or plants. Tijere are no
legal requirements governing minimum sanitary stan-
dards or vetetinary inspection and certificatiou of
premises or products. i

To be concluded.

These notes are based on.a report Pfepaféd by the
fnimal Industry Consultancy and Setvices (Pvt.) .
td.

i ol 8
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ENOUGH

Half An Egg A Day

A Sri Lankan, on the average,should eat 180 eggs
a year, half an egg a day to get sufficient nutrients,
Accordingly, Sti Lanka should produce at least 2,800
million eggs a year for the table. However, cunrent
prod U ction stands at around 525 million, accoiding to
th e Marketing and Food Policy Division of the Agrarian
Research and Training Institute: The reports states
that acute malnutrition among over 40 percent of
Sri Lankans living in rural areas is du e to the absence
of animal protein in their diets. Eggs contain 23 grams
of high quality animal protein. However, it is unavail-
ability rathie rthan affordability which inhibits consump-
tion. The report says that the absence of a market
development strategy in poultry development policies
is a major sethacl: to the poultry industry.—Daily
Observer, 26/9/84.
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GARDENS OF TAPROBANE — 3

By Count De Mauny

Offerings

Taprobane, January 3; RAMAN, all smiles, proud as a
peacock, has come up tell me that the Imperial
Ipomoeas~ of Japan have 621 flowers.... The
fisherman, my “brass-man’’ and- my ‘‘Cement-man’’
brought me this moming their offerings of cakes and
fruits, on large trays covered with a white napkin.

At_ six o'clock in the evening the sun went down
behind the forest of palms that fringes the Bay, and
the night came suddenly, without transition, silent and
stealthy as a thief; the moon, becoming lazy as she
arows older, never rose till nine. The night was dark;
the hgeavy silence was broken only by a temple bell
and the tomtoms of a Buddhjst procession on its way
10 a shrine. But soon, very soon, as the moon rose
higher, the silence of the tropical night, which is made
of a thousand noises, filled the darkness; the fifth of a
Vampirg, so heavy that the air which it displaces
makes a sound like a deep sigh; the rattie of the wind
In thee palm-leaves; its voluptuous shiver in the Casua-
fnas; the song of cicadas; the shrilling of the innumer-
able insects that drowse in the heat of the day, but
-eavetheir lairs in th e coolness of the night, and express
their joje de vivre in their incessant calls.

Garlanded with moon-flowers, we were sitting in
the pergola, which was lit by festoons of lanterns,
shaped like rosy lotus flowers, whon | heard the
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muffled tread of bare feet on the grave! of the path,
and | saw shadows approaching me. Twelve young
boys from the village in the junglie had brought me an
offering of flowers. which they dropped at my feet.
The eldest of thein—a hoy of twelve—asked if he
might sing a Sinhalese poem in my honour, and his
clear though untrainea soprano voice rose like an
incantation into the stillness of the night, each str_ophe
being taken Up by thi chorus with an accempaniment
of clapping hands. When it was over one of the boys
clad only in a scatlet loin-cloth, stepped out of the
group and performed a "Devil Dance”’; the next, whO
was similarly clothed, joined in. The suffused pink
light of the lanterms, falling on their honey-coloured
limbs, gave them a patina of light bronze. A velvetty
twilight of pink lights and shadows enveloped the
whole Scene, which we beheld as through a cutiously
seductive veil of anticipation and wonder. We
watched, breathlessly, the slow cadence of the dance
and its gradual crescendo, and its crisis in a paroxysm,
a whirlwind of pink and bronze. HoW fasctpating it
was 10 gaze on these children of Nature, primitive and
unspoilt, unconscious of their charms, sutrendering
entirely to the pleasure of trying to please mel

At the close of the dance they fell at my feet, in an
attitude of homage. At a sign from me ‘they rose, and
I listened to their feceding steps on the path thatleads
to the pier, and the splashing of th e water when, one
by one .they dived in the sea and crossed the strait.

| satin the pergola, untilth € last pink lantern flicke_fed
out. | thought of the comment of a friend of mine,
“These Sinhalese race is approaching decadence
without passing through the phase of civilisation,
and | wondered if it were true. No, it could not be
true, and | should be somy to think it so. 1love this
race of children; | love the beauty of their youth.
although it lasts only /'space d'un matin: | \ove their
innate, almost feminine, distinction, the way the t}ead
is seton their shoulders, and the grace of their carrage;
instinctively | may not trust them, Yet theireyes, which
are admirable, and shaded by long lashes, and thelr
perpetual smile give one the illusion of frankness.
The honey-colour of their skin, th e bright colouts of
their clothes, harmonize with their surroundings: g
greens of a tropical vegetation, the gold of the sands,
the blue of sky and sea. | forgive and forget their
faults, and see tham as | wish them to be. This
evening, in the splendour of the tropical night. 1
relished the primitive notes of thejr songs, the graceful
movements of their dance, the unconsciousness of
these primitive and unspoilt children of Natufe and
| prayed that what we choose to call civilisation may
nf:;: come and destroy in them the beauty of Nature's
gl .

To be continued.
= b % '
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AMERICA

Fish Farming

About 100 years ago Americans began rearing youn
trout and salmon. It was their first attempt at raising
fish to eat. Today, entre preneurial farmers all ovet the
United States are growing seafoods as if they were
raising hogs, cattle or poultry. Why the growing
interest in aquaculture? Itsimplyreflectsthe sobering
fact that the oceans and rivers are not an inexhaustible
source of food. Indeed, most traditional fisheties
already are being harvested at or near maximum
sustainable yields. Natural stocks of some species—
salmon, oysters and lobsters, for example—are
decreasing due to overexploitation, pollution and
habitat destructicn. Alfthough much aquacultural
development is still in the laboratoly stage, a surptising
number of commercial enterprises have been estab-
lished. Some large oil, paper and animal-feed
companies as well as electric utilities and such well
known names as Coca-Cola (shrimp), Campbell’s
Soup (salmon) and General Electric (kelp) are already
investing in aguacuiture. Catfish farmers must care
for their stock evelY bit as much as the rancher looks
after cattle of sheep. They spend their days weeding
the ponds, feeding the fish and adjusting the stocking
of the ponds as the fish get larger. They wolry abouit
the quality of the water becalse mass fish kills can
occui if the fish use up th e water's oxygen and suffo-
cate or if certain pesticides Wash into the water-
When the water begins warming up in the spring, cat-
fish farmers know that spawning time is near. They
seleci a few large fish, especially females swollen
with eggs, and pulthem in a special pond with large
milk cans laid in the mud around its edges.

OF THE VARIOUS FISH BEING FARMED, channel
catfish are easily the most important species. These
bewiskered, freshwater fish are u nattractive to behold
tut delectable to eat. Catfish farming started in 1960,
just 10 years later it began to have impacton the U.S.
ecomomy, and by 1980 over 3,800 fish farmers had
turned their ponds into u nderwater feedlots producing
the tasty, profitable fish. Catfish readily take to living
in captivity and they eat commercial feed ‘made from
goyapean meal, slaughterhouse scraps and Wwastes
from other sources. Farm-raised catfish now account
for about one per cent of all fish consumed in the
United States, Enthusiasts predict that eventually
catfish may overtake chicken sales in American super-
markets. After a few days, they wade around poking
a stick inside the cans feeling for the gelatinous mass
ofeggs. (A stick is needed because the male catfish
guarding the eggs will bite a finger.) Egg masses are
taken inside a building and placed in wire baskets
in a trough. Astheeggs hatch the tiny young catfish
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swim through the mesh. From each egg mass the
farmet can rear 3,000 or so fingerlings, and by the end
of the summer theY are outin the farm ponds growing
fast, In about 20 months they are fully grown cat-
fish ready for sale. This type of catfish production
has become a $ 25 million farm industry, and more and
more Ameticans are buying—the appealing packages
labelled“catfish”” at their neighbourhood supermarkets.
Substantial growth in catfish farming is expected over
the next decade. *'l think,* says Mr. George Lock-
wood, a pioneer California aquaculturist, “‘that we'll
see the American public consuming a lot of catfish.
It's a good, low-cost source of protein.” Fish grow
mote quickly in warm water than in cold, and fish
farmers are coming to redlize that scattered across
Ametica is a cast resource of warm water that they
might use. It comes from the cooling towers of
large power generating stations. Some dischaige.
millions of litres of warmed water each minute. Fish
are the most obvious agUatic creatures for aquaculture
Some of the others now being farmed are much“more
e xotic crawfish, forexample.

MOST COUNTRIES have small, lobster-like crusta-
ceans in their rivers and lakes. Crawfisn a cross
between lobster and shyimp—is one of the best-
tasting delicacies to come out of the water. The
fittle freshwater “lobsters” are easily grown in rice
harvest. They grow fat on the rice stalks and grain
residues. Some Louisiana rice farmers already make
more money from crawfish than from rice . Qver
8,000 hectares of rice fields are being farm ed this way
today, but there is more than 100 times that much
rice land in the United States so the potential for rapid
increaseisenormous. Thefarm hasno directconnect-
ion with the sea, It is on a flat windy and sunny
coastal plain. Windmills pump pure. cool, brackish
water out of swallow wells and into nearby ponds.
In the tropical warmth the ponds quickly become a
rich brown, coffee-coloured soup of glgae- The
constant wind keeps them “‘stirred,”” and In less than
four days the warm, nutritious, planktonic soup can
be sent coursing throughthe concrete tanks wherethe
oysters filter oyt of it the Food that makes them so
juicy and delectable. Compared with some of the
aquatic species now on farms, oystersare w ell known.
In hunting for new sources of seafoods some agua-
cultyralists are growing species seaweed, for example.
Demand for seaweed is increasing dramatically. In
1971 the world-wide harvest amounted to over 100
million tons. Today it is probably more than double
that. :

ALREADY THE UNITED STATES harvests some,
170,000 tons of kelp each year. mo_s.t of it off the coast
of California. It provides @ jelly like substance that
goesintoice cream,jelly desserts, laxatives, lub_ncants
toothpastes, cosmetics and salad dressings. Itis even
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used to stabillize the foam on beer. Seaweeds are
amongthe fastest growing and most prod uc tive plants
on earth, and efficient methods of growing .and
harvesting them are under development in the United
States, China. Japan, the Philippines and other
countries, In Japan vast amounts of one seaweed.
called North are already cultivated for food. in the
United States, Mr. Robert Waaland of thg Upiv‘ers'.ty
of Washington has discovered a "'supe! stran of red
seaweed growing on a reef in Pug®et Sound, in
America’s Pacific Northwest. This particularly fast-
growing strain is rich in carrageenan,:an emulsifiar
used in latex paints, beer, pu ddings and some dairy
products. Moreover, tnis plant, unlike other Sea-
weeds, reproduces vegelatively: small fragments are
cuttings grow into entire new plants. Mr. Waaland is
growing these now in large vasts of sea-water. He
pumps air bubbles into the vats to swirl the water and
keep the plants circulating. The work is still at the
experiemental stage but it, and research like It 55
helping to bring the culture of seaweeds Within
commercial reach.

CATFISH, TROUT, CRAWFISH, OYSTERS AND
SEAWEED are just a few of the aquatic organisms
now being farmed in the United States. In addition,
eels are being grown in North Carolina, salmon in
Oregon, shtimp in Hawaii, prawns in South Carclina,
Sturgeon, Kelp spirulina algae, and abalone in Calil-
fornia, water chestnyts in Georgia, and grass carp in
Atkansas. The availability of new technology is one
reason why aquagulture’s momentum is building.
Thirty years ago, for example, scientists discovered
pituitary hormones (mostly taken from cattle) that
induce fish t0 spawn. Today such hprmones are
used to produce thoysands of millions of baby fish on
demand. Other technologies include special feeds
automatic feeders and fish antibiotics. Each year the
farmers are improving their production methods. The
stage is set, the technology is known, markets are
developing, banks are more and more willing to make
loans to fish farmers, and more cooperatives for making
feed and for marketing the product are being estab-
lished. Us/s.
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FOR HEALTH

Avocado

THE AVOCADO PERSEA AMERICANA, also
known as “butter fruit, belongs to Mexico in Central
America. It can be cultivated both in tropical and
sub-tropical regions. There are three types of
avocado—Mexican, Guatemalan and West Indian.
The Mexican varigty and its hybrids-are more resistant
to cold than the others. The West Indian type@ can be
grown in the plains and also in the hills up to 8900
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metres above sea level while the Guatemalan typ®

require much higher altitudes. Pollock, Fuerte and

Peradenia purple hybrid are some of the important

varleties. Avocado is a very nutritious fruit contain-

ing about 28-26 per cent of easily digestible fat besides

protein, minerals and vitamins. [t has a calorific

value of 215 per 100 g of fruit. As the sugar content
of this fruit is very low (one per cent), this can b_e

recommended as a high energy food for diabetic
patients. Avocado is a salad fruit and can be eatern
with bread or with lemon juice, salt and pepper.
Avocado oil is used in the preparation of cosmetics
and the seed is also made into poultry feed. lt_ is an
evergreen tree with a shallow root system growing to
a height of about 15 to 20 metres. So the tree is
easily damaged by heavy wind. It thrives best on a
loamy soil of medium texture With porous subsoil.
Though ordinarily propagated by seeds, propagation
by snield or forkert method of budding on its own
seedling rootstock is advisable to ensure gocd parental
quality. A spacing of about five to 7.5 metres on
either side should be given. The plants are to be
planted in 60 cm(3) pits during May-Ju ne in hills and
July-Augustin the plains. Immediately afte: planting
it should be provided with shade until it establishes
well. : =5

After the seedling establishes, watering once @
week is sufficient. Regular weeding and shaleow
digging prior to the flowering season (i.e.. December-
January) is essential. A bearing tree may be supplied
with 50 kg of farmyard manure, five kg of castor cake
or one kg of ure a and one kg of super phosphate per
Year, during January, No pruning is necessary for
the first ten years. As it grows older the basal wherls
which may become unfruitful due to ovefshaaing,
have to be removed. The branches should not pe
pruned terminally because the flowers are borne on
the axiles of the past season’s mature shoot, towards
the end of the branches. There are two types oj
avocado, purple and green. Both flower and se,
fruits in January, but the fruits of the purple avocadg
mature during June-July while those of the greep
variety, mature during August-September. Though
all varieties of avocado bear bisexual flowers the
maturing of the sex organs at different timés necessi
tates cross pollination for fruit setting. A flower opens
first for a few hours When its pistil is receptive to
pollens. It then closes with out shedding pollen-and
opens again the next day to shed its pollen, but by
then the stigma withers. Flower of different groups
of avocado open at different times both for pist li
reception and pollen shedding, thus encouraging
cross pollination, This phenomenon is known as
diurnally synchronous dichogamy. Therefore polli-
nation can be improved by interplanting of varieties
of different groups and providing sufficient number of
bee hives_ ; z
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The tree starts bearing three ot five years after
planting. The fruit is a large single seeded beny,
obovate or pyriform in shape with a flashy buttery
mesocarp Which is the edible part. Fruits are to be
carefully clippde as soon as they Show change in
golour. The purple avocado shows a blust of purple
colour on its skin while in green avocado the dimni-
shing of green colout and the developmentofa yellow
t int on the skin occurs. On an average a well grown
tree may yield about 200 10 300 fruits per Year. and as
the age of the tree advances the yield may go up t©
1.000 fruits. Avocado is not affected by an) serioys
pe sts or diseases—Hindu

i et o |

W - |
l{ SCIERCE, DEVELGPMENT g

| and

: MARN l
d e ':.‘:.'_"*__-—":.-'_"“-u

POPULATION AND POVERTY

5 Neurotic Fear of
Normality

By l;rof. A. C. J.Weerakoon

A SECOND CONSEQUENCE of our accepting th®
Malthusian Myth is that we make fools of ourselves.
The eminent biologist Julian Huxley has recently
described the world as a hybrid birth partly ostrich,
hiding its he,ad in the sand, and partly stork, going on
producing babies; In asense, | suppose, it is appro-
priate that his p'ejudices shouid have betrayed Huxley
into using two biological myths to describe a third.
We all know the ostrich does not bury its head in the
sand, and | am certain few of you still believe that
babies are brought by storks. Another example: The
population conference in Rome at which Huxley is
reponqd to have made that statement | have just
comme nted on was followed a week or two later by a
conference in the same city of the Food and Agricul-
ture O‘ganisation. And this conierence proceaded to
giscuss as its main topic what was to be done with
the world’s food surpluses. There was a surplus in
1953; and this, heaven help us, on top of thye surplus
in 19521 What Was fo be done 10—10 prevgnt a tall
in prices?| Does anyone still fecl | used too violent
an expression when | said we make fools of ourselves?
How ridiculous it is to have doddering old men, who

have raised families of six and seven children in their
day, protest at the rate of growth of Ceylon's popu-
lation. How exasperating and tragic to have some of
our scientists railing at what they are pleased to callf
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our horrifying prolificacy, instead of getting on with
the job of increasing out food production.

And what is it that .they brand as ouf h orrifying
prolificacy? It is the average rate of increase of
Ceylon's population between the yeais 1671 and 1 94_(5
which Ranasinghe has calculated the publish ed in his
“Report’’ on the 1946 Census of Ceylon, a rate of
1.47 per cent per annum. He Says this rate is more
thantwicetheWmId'srateor0_62percentperannum-—-
and that frightens some of us so much that we T€
incapable of noticing two very imporiant points.
First: the world’s rate of population growth is avery
rough est!mate, andcan be nothing else SO \ong as
censuses in so many underdeveloped coum_(\es are
mere estimates and even guesses. Second: in the
very paragraph in which Ranasinghe has made the
statement which so frightens them, he also staies
that another expert, Cair Saunders, estimates the
world's rate of population growth at 116 percent, as
against Euczynski s estimate of 0.62 percent. It is
only if one accepts Kyczynski's estimate that Ceylon's
rate is seen as More than twice the world's; witp Carr
Saundefs estimate , Ceylon’s rate will be se en as very
mifch the same as the world’s. Finally, there are the
many anii-soCial effects of our accepting the Malthu-
sian Myth. Thegse are the most important, of couise-
Instead of concentrating our energies on increasing
the amount of food we produce, on bettering th®
nutritional qualy of the food we produce and on
distributing equitably whatever We do produce and
that last is in fact the crux of the problem ioday: the
starvation, misery, unhappiness and so on are prod uced
not by ourmultiplying too fast but by out sh angaaRat
we have in an utterly iniquitous way—instead of
doing something about these problems we waste our
time, our energy and our money on trying artificially
to reduce our birth-rate and to cut down ouT popu-
lation.

And here let me make it perfectly clear that | have
no objection to “pirth-control’’, or "fami!y-p!annfng" ;
so long as its objects are to help parents to have SO
many or so few children as they would like to have
for personal reasons or as they must have for reasons
of health. [t is only when it is meant to reduce the
size of the population, the size of the nation, that /
object to it, And that. precisely, is what the Neo-
Malthusian doctrine is aimed at....controlling the
size of the nation, reducing the population, in order,
so it is claimed, to raise its standards of living. - This is
genocide little different in essence from that practiced
by the Nazi Gefmans. Then the victims Were Jews,
now the victims are the colonial and neo-colonial
peoples. Then the population was reduced by
slaughtering those already living, now the population
is to be reduced by preventing those already living
rom reproducing themselves. Certainly the Neo-
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n method is less crude,less horrifviﬂg!aﬂd

isible—but it is genocide none the less.
2;’;2&?:3: rs“; forget that machines bY themselves
produce nothing at all—however wondetful they may
be. All the wealth of country, all the fOOd‘: all of it,
is prodyced by men (humans); by men using Kralf
bare hands, or by men behind machines. But Biways
by men. Therefore, to cut down the population of a
country is, in fact, to cut down its wealth, its food;
and must ultimately increase poverty not decrease it

Malthusia

WHAT THEN IS TO BE DONE? First and foremost:
let us stop worrying about, stop being frightened by
our birth-rate; let us stop swallowing all this Neo-
Malthusian propaganda, let us realise once and for all
how false the Neo-Malthusian prophets are.
Secondly, haying freed our minds of this neurotic faar
of our own normality, let us concentrate our efforts
on increasing our production of food. The'e is so
much to be done and so few of us. Especially In this
country, to do it. There are our cultivated lands

_ which have to be made to yield more food, there are
the lands still to be brought under cultivation. There
is our lop-sided economy—Tea. Rubber, Coconut—
which hasto be balanced by an inCrease inthe acreage
under food, crops and by a development of industyr.
And there are all the immense possibilities of deve-
loping new sourc es of food: proteins from the culti-
vation of unicellular algae . for example: carbohydrates
from the manufacture, in factories, of sugar from
carbon dioxige and water, as the green plants do in
theirleaves. And we must take to cultivating fish on
a large scale. Few of us realise that as regards our
fish production we humans are, by and large , still in
the food-gathering stage of civilisation, a stage which
our ancestors graduated from nearly 10,000 years ago
so far as most food crops are concerned. Finally, et
us do something about sharing what we have,sharing
what we produCe, more equitably.

Concluded.

The seriés of fiye articles now concluded is a
slightly abridged version of Dr. Weerakoon's 1954
Presidential Address to the WNatural Sciences
Section of the Ceylon Assn. Advemt. Science.
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POWER PACK

With Inverter

A wide variety of electrical tools and appliances can
be used with a portable power pack developed by a
British firm which offers an independent on-the-spot
AC power source in outdoor or remote locations not
served by mains electricity. It also offers an emer-
gency standby facility during power cuts. It is
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basically an inverter, converting DC supplied by two
12 V thick-plate lead-acid internal batteries into AC.
It has a maximum output of 400 W for continuous use,
with allowance for shori-term peak outputs of 600 W
and users can select an output voltage of 220/240 V
or 110 V 50-60 Hz by using a selector switch-

When fully charged, the pack will operat® conti-
nuously for two hours at 400 W, enabling an opgrator
to use a 400-600 W drill, for example. on an inter-
mittent basis during an 8-hour working shift before
the pack’s batteries have 10 he re—charged. Self-
contained re-chargeable spare battely units can be
supplied to extend the pack's available capacity.
They can be effortlessly interchanged fn_about_one_
minute. Batteries in the pack can be mexpen?_:wely
re-charged overnight from any mains supply via an
internal charger which automatically monitors battery
voltage and maintains the battefy at full charge.

Alternatively, the pack’s batteries can be re-charged -
from a 12 V or 24 V motor vehicle system—3 useful”
facility in areas with no mains supplies since the pack
can be re-charged while the vehicle is being driven
duling the day and used during the evening to provide
lighting and-or power domestic appliances, such as
radios, TV sets, small computers and assoclated
equipment. The pack electronically monitors input
from the vehicle's electrical system to prevent current
being taken when the vehicle’s engine is not running.
The pack's vehicle charge socket can also be used to
re-charg® the pack from two other energy soufces—a
solar pane | and a small wind generator, both available
from the firm.

® ®x X
FRENCH MANUFACTURE:

Battery-Operated Car

PEUGEOT OF FRANCE has beaten the other
major car manufacturers in coming out first with an
electric car which maintains all the ¢haracteristics of a
classic vehicle except under its bonnet. Apart from
making its electric car look the same as the other
models in its “205’ range, Peugeot has also sought to
give its experimental car the sort of performance not
usually associated with electric vehicles. “We wanted
the car to have good acCeleration, a top speed of
100 kilometres an hour and the ability to travel at
least 100 kilometres without recharging,” M. Peyriete,
the head of the company's electric car research and
development, said.

To achieve th'asé overall aims, Peugeot worked on
the development of a nickel-iron battery with SAFT, a
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su bsidiary of the nationalised French CGE electronics
conglomerate. Research work on the battery started
more than five years ago. Peuge ot and SAFT event-
ually were able to produce a battery which gave
twice as much power as a standard lead battery of the
same size and weight. The pPeugeot electric proto-
type has 12 nickel-iron batteries whose life is also
double those of standard lead hatteries. These
batteries have a life of more than 200,000 kilometres
and give the car a maximum range of 140 kilometres
before recharging. M. Peyriere acknowledges that
the recharging process, like the four other electric
vehicles, remains long, taking 8 to 10 hours it the
batteries are completely flat.

The electric engine and controls phad to be compact
10 fit in the bonnet under the 12 batteries. Peugeot
devised an entirely electronic control system. making a
gearbox unnecessary. The car only has two contro|
pedals: the brake and th® accelerator. The engine
itself which Peugeot bought from Leroy-Somer, the
French electiic engine produCel, gives the car a top
speec of 100 km-h, Despite these technological
development that have enabled Peugeot to electrify 3
classic car without changing the character of tne
vehicle, Mr. Peyriere ana M. Regis Fries, of the group’s
planning and marketing department, are extremely
cautious about the new car's eventual commercial
prospects. “Itis a gostly car to produce and we look
at it at present as aresearch vehicle, said Mr. Peyriere,
The bateries alone for eacn car involve a total cost of
between FFr 18,000-FFr 20,000 or the equivalent of
Rs. 23,000 to Rs. 26,000. Indian Peugeot has identifigq
theFrench public administration as the most
promising market for a smail electric cal- Becausg
of thsir hinited range, electric cars are essentially
an urban vehicle —Financial Times.
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CHINA

Marriage and Money

Beijing. The feudal concept of marriage has still its
firm grip in China, although new marriage law dis-
carded many cld ideas concerning relationship between
family members. In China, marriage'is still a money-
consuyming sccial event With its accent on ostentation.
Most marriages take place during the spring festival
which ushers in new year. While most people in
China are looking forward to three-day national
holidays—longest at a streich out of total seven
gazetted holidays in a year—for the spring festival,
some are positively worried. They fall in the category
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of those who are aboutto getmaried. Talking of one
such young man, a columnist in China daily said
recently “‘like many young people, he has chosen
spring festival as the time to have his wedding. How-
ever, as the day draws nearer, he still does not have
enough money for the big wedding banguets and
celebrations he plans to hold”. According 10 the
columnist, ““he (young man) has already spent all his
savings—1.000 yuan (1 yuan-indian Rs.5.60)-on fumi-
ture andclothes for his fiance and gifts for his future
mother-in-law’. The young man has been quoted as
saying ““may be | will have to borroW some mongy 1o
keep the whole process going’’. | have never been
in debt; but this time’ . ...the young man forced a
smile. The commentator said, "“he is not unique-
Influenced by feudal ideas, or futuie parents-in-law,
many young couples prepare lavish bethrothal gifts
they can ill-afford, hold extravagant weddings and
borrow money to furnish apartments’. China daily
also re printed some letters published in Jiefang Ribao
(Liberation Daily), Shanghai, on the question of love
and martiage. 'Some young people marry in haste
and divorCe in haste, too. They do sO because they
marry for money and housing rather than love™.

According to aletter, "‘a young woman and a young
man matried in December 1981, put were divorced
nine months later becCayse the young woman was
displeased when she could not have all the furniture
and new clothes she wanted for the wedding”,
Another letter said a young worker in a paper mill
wanted to marry a young woman because he thought
she owned a 15-square metre room. But afterhe
learnt this was not true, he refused to many her. In
another Case,a yoUng female factory worker had been
an invalid since an accident in 1975. Last year she
maried a young man who worked in Anhul province.
The young man was able to obtain a transfer 1o
Shanghai so that he could take care of his Wife
Many spouses are separated from each other because
their work units would not give the™ transfer for joint
living. The strange part of the story is that soon after
he became a Shanghairesident.the young man began
to ill-treat his wife. Even in China’s Communist
society marriage brokers exist. Beiling's marfiage
broking centres have helped more than 2,000 apph-
cants fall in love. Of them: 1 ,200 have been married
and others are pre paring 10 hold their Wed'dlngs
duting the forthcoming Spring festival. Accolrdmg to
Xinhua, “matc h-making has become 2 growth industry
as more than 15,000 young people have registered
with six match-making centres-in Beiling in the past
three years.—PT/ :
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ANIMALS

in Indian Mythology

By J. P. Das

IN ANCIENT INDIA, animals were chosely studied
and were regarded as part of greal pattern of life,
Even when they were hunted or sacrificed, they were
treated as part of a scheme of things. In lndian
mythology, evolution had an aguatic origin, swayam-
bhu or the self existent having created himself by
meditating on the oceanic state called Pralaya. Being
himself now created, he created other things, there
was no creation out of avoid. Indian mythology thus
postulates regeneration which is opposed to the
Biblical concept of creation.

The inexhaustible primordial ocean was a part O
the natural world, of rock, earth, wood, water, iire
cloud air, light and dark. |n this world, trees and
animals naturally find, a special place. Even in the
Vedic times, Vanaspati or the Lord of the forest was
praised and the saciificial stake was made from a tree
trunk. In the concept of Triloka or tiple world, the
stake was taken as a ritual connection between this
world and heaven and the snakg, living in the sub-
tefranean waters, was supposed to connect the world
of man with the other world. In the Indian myth,
Vishnu,the God is depicted lying in ayogicsleep upon
the serpent Ananta, the Endless, with its multiple

- cobra-heads forming a canopy above him.

As Ananta is connected with Vishnu, there are many
other animals known for their association with deities
to whom they are specifically dear, and in whose
Worship they participate. They are regarded as
Vahanas or vehicles upon which the gods and godd-
esses travel. Thus, Indra rides the bull Nandi; Yama
on a puffalo, Durga on a lion or tiger; Agni on a Nandi,
the Vehicle of Lord Shiva ram, Vayu on an antelope
and Ganesha on a rat, Virabhadra rode a dog ana
Kamaqeva travelled on a parrot, Monkeys as repre-
sentatives of Hanuman are very commonly worshipped.

The dog is worshipped by some, but is regarded as
unclean by others. :

Among birds, the goose is the Vahana or Vehicle oi
Brahma, the peacock that of Kartikeya; Shani rides a
vulture . The cow is not regarded as the vahana of the
deity, butis widely worshipped. Brahma, the supreme
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creator is said to have created cows and Brahmqng at
the same time. While the Brahman was to oﬁnc_tate
at worships, the cow was to provide milk as offering.
The cow has been treated as sacred in India, since the
vedic timges, When the herds represented the commu-
nal wealth of the early tribes; much of the warfare
between the early settlers of India consisted bas_tc§||Y
of cattle raids. Like the cornucopia or the magical
tree, the milch-cow became legendary in Indian lore
as the Kamadhenu,the wishfulfilling cow. The cow
also came to be closely associated with Krishna, who
was cowherd. Gopala, one of the epithets of Krishna,
literally means cowherd.

In ancient India, animals were closely studied and
wete tegarded as a part of the great pattem of life,
Even when they were hunted or sacrificed, they we'le
treated as part of a scheme of things. For exampl‘-‘_ it
was thought that the deer was created only to di€
being hunted by predatory animals. The deer was
called Mriga, which literally meant ‘death-goer or
one which goes towards death. Of all creatures, it
was the horse which was most loved and respt‘_ecled
particularly by the kings. It was the swiftness of the
warrior's mount and the manoeuvrability of his chariot
team which decided his fate in baftie. 1t was again
thraugh asvamedha or horse sacrifice that_a km_g
established his supremacy over others. Man's study
of animal behaviour led to the association of the
main characters of a particular creature’'s  habits
human strengths and weaknesses. Human PEerson-
alities were given to animals in Buddhist Jataka
stories as also in Sanskrittales like Panchatantra and
Hitopadesha. Animals find a prominent place in the
epic Ramayana, in which they came to the aid of the
divine incarnations. When Sita, the wife of Rama 1s
abducted by the demon king, the mighty bird Jatayu
fights a battle with the abductor. An entire army of
monkeys under the command of Hanuman allies itself
with Rama and destroys the demon’s capital city.

Indian mythelogy is also full of strange creatures.
Garuda is a mythical being, half-man and half eagle,
the mount of the God Vishnu. In pictures and scul-
ture, he is usually represente d with the head and the
wings of a bird, with a human body. Though not
treated strictly divine, he appears frequently in Vishnu's
exploits. Garuda is treated as the king of feathered-
tribes and an enemy of the serpent race. Garuda
figures in both the epics Mahabharat and Ramayana.
According to the Mahabharat story, Garuda's mother
had been imprisoned by serpents, who promised to
liberate her on the condition that Garuda brought
them the moon. After an adventurous journey and
after surmounting many dangers, Garuda at last
seizes the moon and brings it concealed under his
wings. While returning, however, he is attacked by
the gods and he vangu'shes them all except Indra.
After a contest with India, they come to terms. Indra
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makes him immortal and promises him a seat higher
than his own. On his part, Garuda agrees 10 become
the Vahana or carier of Vishnu. Since then Vishnu
iides as Garuda while Garu da, in the shape of a flag
sits at the top of \Vishnu's car. In the Ramayana.
Garuda is re presented as doing great service to Rama
and his followers. When Rama and his army had to
tace a battalion of serpents, Garuda cameto fis rescue.
Garuda had two sons, Jatayu and Sampati Who also
assisted Rama. When the demon Ravana kidhapped
Sita, Rama's consort, it was Jatayu who fought with
him to rescue her. Ravana was carying away Sita in
a chartiot when Jatayu saw him and reasoned with
_ him to restore Sita to hef home. His entreaties having
failed, he warned Ravana that he would die if he did
not 'leave Sita alone. When neithel advice nor
threats availed, he prepared to fight- Ravana's
arrows Wounded Jatayy , but the bird in turn threw
darts which injufed Ravana, and broke the chariot.
He is given a mortal blow in the end and Ravana
‘|eaves him dying. However, he is able 10 inform
Rama aboutthe kidnapping before he preathes his last.

There are many imaginary animals in Indian mytho-
logy, but the strangest of all is Navagunjara, an
animal combining the [imbs of nine creatutes, including

man. It is something like the griffin in Greak mytho-
logy—a creature with eagle’s head and wings and
lion's body. The concept of Navagunjara originated
in the epic Mahabaharat in which occursthe following
story. Tne five Pandava brothers had married Drau-
padiand had agréed among themselves that if one of
them was with Draupadi, none other should enter the
bedroom. If one did, he had to go on exile for twelve
years. One day, when the eldest brother Yudhisthir
was inside, the God of fire came and asked to be
taken to Yudhisthir. He was refused entry. However
when the God threatened that he would destroy the
city, Arjun, one of the brothers went inside to inform,
Yudhisthit. He then went on exile voluntarily as per
their eallier understanding. Arjun went to the Mani-
bhadra mountains and started living there. Vishnu
wanted to see him and so went to that mountain.
To give Arjuna a surprise and to test him, he took a
strange form, that of Navagunjara. It had the head
of cow, the neck of peacock, hump of pull, a snake
for tail and the waist of the lion. Three of the legs
were those of tiger, horse and elephant and the
fourth was not a leg but a human hand holding a
lotus. Needless to say, Arjun recognized the disguise
and fell at the feet of Vishnu.

Animals of Indian mythology have been very well
represented in Indian art, both sculpture and painting,
Naga or snake is a very common motif in temple
architecture. In Buddhist sculptures, there are 'epie
sentations of the multi-head ed snake king rising up to
protest tne Buddha. There are exclusive Naga
shrines. The presense of a Naga sculpture in temple
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is considered auspicious. Elephant was anothet
popular motif in temples. Cows, though associated
with Krishna, do not occur so extensively in temple

sculpture. Temples, however,

abound in sculptures

of mythical animals. ‘The animals from Indian i ytho-
logy also figure in Indian paintings, wheré they take
their place with the various gods and goddesses of

the Indian pantheon.
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BUDDHA AND |

By A. Rahman

GAUTAMA the Buddha
| am a wanderef.

| have been wand ering,
in the land of yout birth,
in far flung places, wheie
your message reached,

and enabled the souls and mind of people

and shapedthell lives.

Poverty, illiteracy,ignorance Jills and injustices

hurtyou, :

and you went ou tin search of solutions.

solutions for others,
And salvation for yourseif.
You achieved Nirvana.

Today society, once again,
as never before,
is suffering.

People are dying for lack of food,

they are ill,
steeped inignorance.

They try to find succout in superstitions,

yet, there is no relief forthem,

there is no remedy to theit injustices.
There is misery and violence sverywhere,

|t rears apart your soul.

My heart bleeds,
my soul is hurt,

| wander in search of a solution,

to attain salvation,
Thereis no nirvana for me.

People come to You,

to pay obesience,

to beseech You.

They chant, recite mantras.

They go away with hope-

Isthere a hope?

| see you everywhere,

lying, sitting standing,

you do not speak.
TRIBUNE,
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My wandering continues.
My search continues.
My restlessness contini es.

Would there beanend? S
to this misery,ignoranc e and m1ust1ce_s?
10 my restlessness, search and wanderings?

Would life end,

withoutthe search, reaching

its d estination.

Without attaining enlightenment?

And as | depart | would ask:
what was the purpose of life?
where did | want to go?

what | wanted to achieve?

| would have no answer,

and you do not speak.

THE posters, the touristguides and pamphlets,
advertise,

| must see:

The sacred Bo-tiee ,

The sedent Buddha,

The twin ponds.

| walk bare feetinsearch,

for which you | eft,

The King's palace,the Queen's palace;
The Royal pleasure gardens,

and the lovers,

which the guides advertise,

Where shalll go?

io the unknown paths,

unc hartered routes,

wherethereis noguide,

and you are alone with,
yourrestlessness, yoursearch,

or

to the lovers,

pleasure garden,

tothe palaces of Queens or Kings?
you would not say.

Perhaps | would go to the museums,
to look at things gone by,

to wonder at them,

and wou ld try,

to reconstructin my mind,

the stories whish | would imagine
and be satisfied

Perhaps not

| would strive to go beyond.

}.I_FE It is an endless restlessness

it is an endless wandering

an endless search, an endless struggle
with self and for others
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It is hopes, half fulfilled
and hope of what remains to be.

June 3, 1984
Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka.

Courtesy, Mani stream, New Dellyi

=< X x
LIFE

When | consider this, th at bare

Watet and earth and common air

Combine togetherto compose

A being who breathes and stands and goes
WitheYes tosgethe sun, with brain.

To contemplate his origin,

| marv el not at d eath and pain

Butrathet how he should have been.

Francis Burrow

* = =
WHEN ALL 1S SAID

When all is said

And allis done

Beneath the Sun,

And Manlies dead:
When all the earth
Inacold grave,

And no more brave,
Bright things have birih;

When coolingsun
And stone-sold world ,
Togetherhurled,
Flame up as one—

0O Sons of Men,
When allin flame,
What of your fname
And splendour then?

When all is fire

And flaming air,
What of your rare
And high desire
Toturn the cold
To athing divine,
The €arth a shrine,
And Man the God?

J.D.C. Pellow
* *x o
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CONFIDENTIALLY

Why estle?

1S IT NOT STRANGE that a reader, a resident of
Sri Lanka for nearly thirty years and who now lives In
retirement in his native land in Europe has written to
the Editor that Tribune should not devote so mush
space to the question of Nestle and that the space
could be put to better use? That though this person
is one of the most knowledgeable about Sl Lanka
and continues to read Tribune (many thousands of
miles away). he fails to realise that Nestle has become
a grasstoots question in this country? That it is e
that a multinational like Nestle with its competence,
its know-how, expettise and efficiency can help
Sri Lanka and Sti Lankans a greai deal? That the
danger is that this whole island paradise will soon
become a backyard dairy farm of Nestle? That glven
a free hand and with the punches it can pull among
politicians and bureaucrals, Nestle will soon swallow
up even the DDF now being launched under World
Bank auspices mainly as a private sector enterprise?
That if this should happen, as it probably will, Nestle
will become a major issue in the national politics of
t his country? That th® gountry will witness a new
¢ nvasion by Western muitinationals led by Nestle?

1S {T NOT TRUE that Nestle has a successiui
history in *'taking over’’ competitors in all parts of the
world? That Sri Lanka is only chicken feed for Nestle,
but taking over this island will be a further step n
the consolidation of Nestle in the Third World? That
recently Nestle took ovel the world famous dairy
complex known as Carnation? That a press report
had stated:'‘Nestle's decision to poost its already huge
worldwide sales by acquiring the American Carpation
Company was Seen by bankers as a solid long-term
investment but one unlikely to generate \arge eafly
profits. This gwiss food giant has offered three
billion dollars for Carnation, a dairy prfoducts group
famous for evaporated milk, in what would be one of
the biggest non-oil mergers in history. But soms

bankers regarded it as a conservative move. ‘Thefels

a mixed picture aboutthe financial aspect of the take-
over’, said Clauio Werder from Bankets J. Vontobel.
‘Carnation is a very good company. But people had
been expecting the acquisition of a company With
good growth potential and this company has less
potential than something in the hi-technology or
pharmaceuticals sector’, he added. Werder did not
see Nestle's profits benefiting from the purchase untii
1986 or beyond. Another senior share analyst said
Nestle was squandeting three billion dollars which
could have been more profitably invested in govern-
ment bonds. On the Zurich Share Market, dealers
said there was concern about the yast outlay for the
new company and the price of Nestle's bearet shares
dipped 135 francs last moring to 5,355. Werder
says the purchase of Carnation will give Nestle greate
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market whete it previoussy hed a
one sided presense..’Nestle went into coffee, cohco-
late, fro)en foods and hotels in the US but dairy was
lacking’. he said. 'Nestle can add its own speciali-
sation in dairy products clsewhere (it suppiies milk
products to the Third World) 10 Carnation’s alreaay
strong position in the US’ said another anaiyst at a
major Zurich bank. Nestle spokesman Francois-
Zavier Perroud said Nestle was not expanding into
Carnation at the expense of other acguisitions. The
company still sought growth in oth et sectors, he sald-
For example, he said Nestle wanted to expand its
eye-care sector, despite its failed attempt eatlier this
year to buy Coopervision, a US ophthalmolegical
company. The US anti-trust authovities blocked the
move. Most analysts foresee no problems from the
US Federal Trade Commission with Carnation , . .

palance in the us

THAT THERE 1S NOTHING more we can add
except to say Amen? That if in the USA which is
very zealous about protect.ng its industries Nestle
is able to take Ovel another multinaticnal like
Carnation what chances have the smalldaity
farmers in St Lanka? That while a reader
from Europe writes o us asking us why Tribune
should devote (waste) so much space on Nestle, a
local readel has wiitten to us as thus: “'Sir, Congraiu-
lations on Your articles about the notorious muit-
national Nestle. However, they will do nol much
good, ifthey continue to be published oniy in Sfi Lanka.
Public opinion is not powerful gnought to consider
the activities of Nestles—if it had been. sgme control
would have been impose d ULCP- Nestle by now.
Unfortunately, Nestles hits at the jowest income
groups Who are compelled to rely on starch ama.llk
in their daily diet—this is @ powetless segmen
public. Further, Nestle is backed bY the Stlate-
controlled Daily News which is the only avenue open
to express a "limited"” opinion on public issues. It is
also backed by a powerful high pressure advetising
campaign. May ! say that public consciousness is
stronger in Nesties home 910 und of Switzetland, than
in Sri Lanka. Therefore, You can aid the Sii Lankan
cause by bringing pressure to bear on Nestle, from the
Swiss public itself. Please publish the addresses of
leading Swiss newspape's 10 enable us write to them-
The Swiss public must be made aware of the activiies
of this notorious company, in our land.” That within
the short time Nestle and otheY multinationals (virtu-
ally junior partners) have started operating in this
country, prices of milk products have shot up? That
the local producer gets only 2 minimal fraction of the
increased prices the bulk of which goes to swell the
profits of multinational imports of milk powder and
other dairy produce? That incidentally a favoutite
trick of multinationals which operate in Third World
countries is to ““show" losses in order to get govern-
mental concessions and charge high prices on
ground that milk supplies should not be interrupted?

TRIBUNE, SEPTEMBER 29, 1984
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LAW
* Palmer's Company Precedents Part 1 '~ “'Rs.
* Palmer’s Company Precedents Part 2 _ Rs.
* Gaur & Narang - Income Tax Law and Practice A | Rs.
* De S:Iva - The Legal Farmework of Industrlal Relations in =~

' * Ceyton Res:
* Amerasinghe - Defamation in the Law of South Africa

and Ceylon Rs.

COMMERCE
* Anderson - Data Processing ,',Rs.
* Alanpizzey & Alanjennings - Financial Accounting Technlques Rs.
* Solomon - Accounting Principles Rs.
* Greene - Production & Inventory Control handbook Rs.
CEYLON
#* Handbook for the Ceylon Traveller -Rs. -1
* Leach - Pul Eliya Rs.
* Ali - A Pictorial Guide to the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent Rs.
* Knox - An Historical Relation of Ceylon Rs.

H.W. CAVE & CO,, LTD.

OUR SPECIALITY

[Postage extra]

Caves
Established 1876

P.O Box 256
Colombo 1. Phone 22676

72000.00
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Registered asfa Newspaper in Sri Lanka

Animal Industry

Consultancy and Services

(Pte) Limited.

¢! 1/1, Gregory's Rosd, Colombo 7, Sri Lasks. Telephome: 598542

The above company maintains a multi-disciplinary team of consultants
experts, and specialists, in the field of animal production, animal health,
and associated activities. including trade and marketing of livestock and livestock

product.

UNDERTAKINGS ARE

1. Formulation of financially analysed projects in livestock, and production
for investment by private sector entrepreneurs.

2. Providing Management Personnel and Advisory Services on a
“Retainer Basis". f

3. A VETERINARY CLINIC (including Surgical facility) at 89, S-—e::(;“nﬂ\-_\
Cross Street, Jaffna. ; -

Please contact—

The Managing Diractor
AICS (Pte) Ltd.,

41 1/1, Greqgory's Road,
Colombo 7.

Telephone 598542,
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