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Renaissance in literature is a
feature of a developed country

Jam pleased to send this congratulatory message on the
I occasion of the State Literary Awards Ceremony, the most
looked forward to occasion of men for letters and readers.

One could not expect a resurgence of literature
and arts when terrorism lasted for a long time, disrupting
civilian life and leading to the decline of law and order,
peace and economic affairs in a country. With the dawn of
peace to all sections of society after the defeat of terrorism,
we accepted the challenge to bring prosperity to all who
were denied it for three decades.

Consequently, we now witness a renaissance in
the lives of people, the economy; literature and the arts.
Today in the literary field, books are being published on
an unprecedented scale. This augurs well for the nation.
We are also very happy to note the interest of youth in
literature.

As a country draws closer to prosperity, if its
languages, literature and culture are not developed in
tandem, people cannot reap the benefits of economic
development. A prominent feature of a developed country
is the improvement of language, literature, music and
other arts in that society. The government is committed to
encourage creating a new era in all languages, literature
and the arts.

Good appreciation of all books published in
Sinhala, Tamil and English last year is a valuable step
towards the progress of literature and national unity and

- mtegn ly

) congratu[ate all recipients of awards today and

.pay a tribute to all who work for the rewval of languages,
I|ferature and'c it B

Mahmda Ra;apaksa
President of SFI Lanka
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Contribution towards
intellectual development

N ot only as the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka but also as
a man who appreciates Literature and Art, may | issue
this Congratulatory Message to the magazine that is being
published in parallel with the State Literary Award Ceremony
2012 which is held at Siyane Korale.

| am confident that, even though, the month of
September has been declared the ‘Literary Month’ and
October the ‘Month of Reading' one who is engaged in
reading and exercising Literature for the whole year may
extend a tremendous contribution towards the intellectual
development and awakening in the country.

I would like to mention, on this auspicious occasion,
that present day literary figures have the good fortune to
live in this country which was earlier governed by some
rulers with the idea “is it possible to reap a benefil from
Literature?”. It is because of the freedom and environment
that have been established in the country with a solid
foundation paving the way for present writers or literary
figures to accomplish their fask of bringing the conscience of
ordinary people whe had some air of uncerlainty about them
in the post war era to the attention in a dramatic manner.

Not even a single literary creation has been
censored by the government of His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa and either no restriction has been imposed on
a single creator. Not even a single literary work has been
banned. From that point, now, our country is in dire need
of the literati armed with acute third weapon which can
penetrate the society.

| wish to express my sincere best wishes for the
success of the State Literary Award Ceremony-2012 in all
aspects.

D.M. Jayaratne
Prime Minister of Sti Lanka
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Scope for enrichment
of Arts and Culture

his year's State Literary Awards Ceremony which

is held keeping Sivane Korale which bestowed a
plenty of scholars, laity and clergy, literary figures and
artistes talented with brilliant creative skills in Literature
and Arts to the nation as the center of function can
be considered as a significant event that makes the
initiative 'Enrichment of Arts and Cullure' envisaged
in the Mahinda Chinthana Policy Statement a reality.
It is considered a great forlune to confer State Literary
Awards on literary figures and artistes in the Gampaha
district crowning their glorious careers while enjoying
Literature and Arts together with them.

I would like to convey my sincere wishes o
all literary figures at their excellen! achievements as
trail blazers or pioneers who taught the art of creative
writing to the nation. | wish to express my gratitude to
everybody who extended their unstinted cooperation
to make this event a greal success in an era where the
country is on forward march towards prosperity and
progress. It is my fervent hope that this year's State
Literary Awards Ceremony may achieve success in all
aspects.

Basil Rohana Rajapaksa
Minister of Economic Development
Gampaha District M.P.
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Acclode for
literary creations

| earning Literature during school age with interest
\_helps build a creative spiritual power equipped with
appreciation. One may become a literary figure through
perfect practice and exercise in literary work withoul
confining it to a subject in the school curriculum. I bestow
my sincere greetings to the State Literary Award Ceremony
-2012 which is held annually to admire and lelicitate the
literati who thus render incomparable services Lo the sociely
by painting oul the reality of the society creatively for the
utmost entertainment of the ordinary masses.

This vear’s Award Ceremaony is held in the districl
of Gampaha where a rich historical legacy of Literalure lies
and simultancously vesting the concept ‘Enrichment of Arts
and Culture’ that is promulgated in the ‘Mahinda Chinthana’
Policy Statement in the public. This elegant ceremony is
conducted under the direction and guidance of the Hon.
Minister of Economic Development, Head of Gampaha
district parliamentarians of the ruling party, Basil Rajapaksa,
and it is a tremendous blessing to this precious land of
Sivane. The State Literary Award Ceremony offers a golden
opportunity to the public living in these three major Korales
of Sivane, Hapitigama, and Aluthkuru in Gampaha district

which gifted a large number of scholars, academics- laity and

clergy, and artistes to the pation to taste Literature and Arts,

Presentation of State Literary Awards to give due
accolade and acclaim to literary creations and classical
publications on the recommendations made by an
independent Panel of Evaluation by analyzing classical and
modern literary concepts within the context of traditional
and domestic cultural values is indeed an upliftment to the
writer as well as to art of writing to higher realms. | offer my
congratulations to all artistes receiving State Literary Awards
today at this illustrious ceremony.

T. B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and the Arts
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Acclaim and felicitate
literati

[ esides providing entertainment, the subject of Literature
L) is rec ognized as a valuable asset to a person in his deal
with significant events of his life such as to have a better
understanding of the life, to build up crealive management
skills, et cetera. Itis a popular literary concept that [iterary
appreciation which we gain through poems, songs, novels,
short-stories and classical works is capable of accompanying
the human mind from delight lo wisdom. It gives me great
pleasure to issue a congratulatory message with immense

affection and favor to this State Literary Award Ceremony

where the literary artistes whose unflagging efforts lay
background for us to experience such ecstasy are feted and
felicitated with high esteem.

Knowledge and understanding that we acquire by
learning Literature accurately and appreciatively from the
childhood to higher education and beyond that level would
lay a firm foundation for a well-organized social life. As far as
Literature in our country is concerned, exploration of the gap
between the rural folk life and urban environment along with
social issues takes prominence. Literary works which have
gained international recognition also analyze the persan and
the reality of the society. The literali who accomplish this
noble task automatically become pioneers in the society in
both Oriental and Western Literatures.

I extend my well wishes for all success of the State

- nation and further fo the world passing territorial boundaries

UFHDH JHBHTUDHE
QS WRMEIT, HEOTEN HHID Heme SDIRIDSET SHenloE &

=1

i _ ofth 'motheﬁand are admued and fellutated

Wasantha Ekanayake _
Secrerary,_.Mims ¢ of Cu
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Blessing for the
emaerging new world

( “reative and pleasant man never gives up the task of
- pacifying the hearls and minds of the people living in
the saciety. The prime objective of this State Literary Awards
Ceremony is to confer state recognition on selected doyens
of respective fields who were selected from among such
eminent and amateur creative writers by way of evaluation of
their literary creations and classical works under four stages
with the assistance of Evaluating Committees consisting of
erudite scholars, Likewise, bestowing of veneration and
felicitation of the entire nation upon excellent literary figures
who rendered unique services towards the promotion and
dissemination of the Literature with immense sacrifice is
another goal of this ceremony.

I wish to place on record the direction and guidance
given by the Hon. Minister of Culture and the Arts, T. B.
Ekanayake and the Secretary to the Ministry, Mr. Wasantha
Ekanayake, along with the diligence and dedication of the
Staff of the Department with much gratitude. Had it not been
for sacrifice of the learned members of the Arts Council of
Sri Lanka and the State Literary Panel, we would not be able
to make this endeavor a success. Furthermore, devotion and
dedication of the Staff of the District Secretariat, Gampaha,
inclusive of the District Secretary along with Cultural Officers
and Cultural Promotion Assistants who have been attached
to Divisional Secretariats are extremely appreciable.

I wish happiness, good health and longevily Lo three
veteran literary figures that are felicitated with the ‘Sahithya
Rathna’ Awards today and devoutly hope that concepts and
talents of other Awardees may be a blessing on tomorrow’s
world.

Vijith Kanugala
Director of Cultural Affairs
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Creative literature
could enthrall people

appiness, delight, sorrow and dejection are common

feelings of everybody who comes into being in
this world. But the way and manner these feelings are
experienced and communicated by people mutually differ
from man to man and society to society. However, Literature
is not a subject common to everybody. Crealive literature,
appreciation, criticism, education and knowledge and
appreciative power vary depending on the involvement
in practical experience. Consequently, in general, artistes
whao are engaged in creative literature are rarely found in a
country or a sociely and a few could achieve popularity and
publicity. If this minor number of artistes” creative literature
could enthrall and entrance the common people as a result
of usefulness, meaningfulness and [eeling of the pulse of the
people, there would be a renaissance in the field of Literature.

In the present, we can approach the whole world
in an instant. It is because of the miracle created by the
advancement of Technology. Moreover, information of world
renowned wrilers could be acquired rom access to the
internet. In the recenl past, Rover sent photographs of Mars
to the Earth in a second. Literalure that created with the help
of this phenomenon is a mark of dual experience achieved
by the utilization of technical appliances by human beings
and from wide range of creation.

Following the instructions and guidelines given by
the Hon. Minister of Culture and the Arts, T, B, Ekanavake, the
Ministry of Culture and the Arts, the Deparlment of Cultural
Affairs and the State Literary Panel of the Arts Council of Sri
Lanka has come forward hand in hand to mark a milestone
in the field of Literature to bestow a great awakening to the
Sri Lankans in this sphere. | wish to extend the sincere best
wishes of the Arts Council o Sri Lanka for the utmost suceess
of the State Literary Award Ceremony=2012.

Prof. Carlo Fonseka _ _
Chairman, Arts Council of Sri Lanka
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Noble Mission of Literati

T he first state literary festival was held fifty five years ago on 7" & 8"

I September, 1957, at Sri Parakumba Pirivena, Kotte. It was the first important
cultural activity organized by the newly constituted Ministry of Cultural Affairs.
Prime Minister Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike presented the first ever award for
literature to the doyen of authors Mr. Martin Wickramasinghe. Since then,
every vear talented writers have been honoured with the literary awards for
Sinhala, Tamil and English writers, who have contributed to the social progress.

It is a pleasure to evaluate outstanding literary creations and to present
cash awards and other honours to writers at the literary festival, uninterruptedly.
This fulfills the twin objective of rewarding authors whilst presenting an
opportunity for readers to identity and enjoy outstanding creations.

Every year an erudite and independent panel review the literary creations
of the year and select the outstanding one for the Award. This year another set
of authors will be thus honoured.

It is a pleasure to note that last year’s Award winning book in Tamil
language has been translated into Sinhala language, facilitating efforts for
social integration. An onerous duty bestowed on authors, artistes and literati
is to play their role in re-establishing rapidly eroding ethical and social values
in the minds of the people and integrating cultural and social relationships.

I would like to end this brief message with a quote from the speech
made by the prominent novelist Albert Camus, accepting the Nobel Prize for

“Uem_{msflset BHlLG! 2 WiThs SIS, Slalfisd @eiGan Hrehl wSipsu o Lunm@juj Mliterature. “The artist forges himself to the others, midway between the beauty

he cannot do without and the community he cannot tear himself away from.
That is why true artists scorn nothing: they are obliged to understand rather
than to ;udgc And if they have to lake sides in this world, they can perhaps
side only with that society in which, according to Nietzsche s great words, not
the judge but the creator wifl ru}'e whether he be a work{*r or an in teh'ectua.f “

Jayasumana Dissanayake
Chairman, State Literary Panel
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Executive Committee of the
Arts Council of Sri Lanka

Prof. Carla Fonseka - Chairman
Prof. Samantha Herath

Dr. Rohana Weerasinghe

Dr. Somaratna Dissanayake
Vishvanadan Sadhanandan

Secretary - Kamal B. Dissanayake

State Literary Panel

Jayasumana Dissanayaka - Chairman
Prof. Ven. Kongastanne Ananada
Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam

Prof. Samantha Herath

Dr. Praneeth Abayasundara
Percy Jayamanna
Thimbiriyagama Bandara

Prof. Anura Wickramasinghe
Prof. Kusuma Karunaratne

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara

Upali de Saram

Sugath Watagedara

S. Muralidaran

Prof. Ratnasiri Arangala

Co. Secretaries - PM.S. Bandara
A. Subhasini
Asst. Secratary - A.M.A. Bandara
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The scheme of evaluation

Only the books published in year 2011 and
registered at the Department of National
Archives were considered for the evaluation.

The List of the books selected for evaluation was
displayed for public information and press notices
also published to that effect.

Hence if there were any books published in 2011
and were not included in the list, writers were
given an opportunity to make representations and
get their books included for evaluation.

The books were evaluated in four stages.

At the first stage the books not in conformity with
rules were eliminated. Competent panel of scholars
were employed at the second stage to select books
suited for third stage and state literary panel after
careful evaluation of the books so referred for the
third stage selected books that were to be submitted
for the final stage.

The final evaluation was done by separate panels
comprising of competent scholars, appointed for
each subject area.

« Panel of Evaluation

Prof. K.N.O. Darmadasa

Prof. Kamal de Abrew

Prof. Vinee Vitharana

Lecturer Mrs. Indira Mawella
Lecturer Mrs. Nirupama Mahagamasekara
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Mr. Ariyawansa Ranaweera

Lecturer Mr. Harshana Rambukwella
Lecturer Ms. Dinali Fernando

Miss. Chamali Kariyawasam

Miss. Dilini Walisundara

Mr. Prabath Sahabandu
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Ranjini Obeysekera obtained her B.A. from the
University of Ceylon, and MA and PhD from
the University of Washington, Seattle.

She has contributed substantially to the
culture and literature of the country as demonstrated
by her works, 'Portraits of Buddhist Women;
Stories from Saddharmaratnavaliya' (2001)
'Yasodaravata':The story of Yasodra or Yasadara’s
Lament(translation2005). Yasodara:Wife of the
Bodhisattva.(translation 2009) .

Ranjini Obeysekera’s work as an editor has
been remarkable. With an Anthology of Modern
Writing from Sri Lanka. edited jointly with Chitra
Fernando{1981). Sinhala and Tamil Writing from
Sri Lanka, for the Journal of South Asian Literature
(1986) The Revered book of Five Hundred and
Fifty Jataka stories translated from the 14th century
Sinhala text, volume one edited (2012), she has

taken Sinhala Iiteraf_c_i;re'fo new domains.

_ Her translations stand out among the others,
for the sensibility she brings into her work. In fact
her translations add lustre to the original. She

brought out a collection of stories A Grief Ago
(1992) '

Ranjini Obeysekera has received several
awards in recognition of her work and contribution
to the country; starting in 1986 with the National
Endowment
Fellowship , a Fullbright award as Senior Research
Scholar(1991-1992), from the National Endowment
for the Humanities for Independent Schaolars.{1994-
1995) for Translation  (1995-96) for contributions
to the theatre Namel Malini Punchi Theatre(2005)
and for translation from the Sri Lanka Cultural
Department(2006).

for the Humanities Translation

In recognition of the contributions thus listed
and those not listed here the State Literary Panel of
Sri Lanka deems it an honour to confer the title of
Sahityaratna on Ranjini Obeysekera.

Dr. Ranjini

is equally adept in translating from Sinhala into
English and vice versa as borne out by her several
translations of both poetry and prose. She has also
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A Fresh Dawn - Somachandra Peiris

Bevis Bawa's Brief -

Ramesh Weeraratne, Damon carr and Ben Ziegier
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Nominated Books - English
TWINKLING Hm::l i
Best Collection of Poetry

Best Novel Twinkling Beads - Kamani Jayasekara

The Iron Fence - Neluka Silva Yesterday - Today & Tommorow - Malani Epa
Sarasu - Lucky de Chichera PRBRLIL L :
City of the Lion - Carl Muller bwayanjatha

daya |‘-.'-‘.:.|:|.1\.|h-

S WOMEN AND
SO  DOMESTIC LAW
el T OANDLIFE
At damangars O B b,y it lK ﬁllﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂ AE
CRNE

Best Novel (Translations)

THE SABC
COUNTRIES

Swayanjatha (Samaraweera Wijayasinghe)
- Daya Dissanayake

Metta (Suneththra Rajakarunanayaka)

- The Gratiaen Trust

Best Non Fiction (Academic &
Research)

Best Short Story Collection A Survey of Social Change in an Imperial Regime
- A.P.Kannangara

Women & Domestic Law & Life in Sri Lanka
- Nimal Samarasundara

Ten Stories - Kamala Wijerathna
. Read me in Silence - Carl Muller
Peacock & Dreams - Jean Arsanayagam
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Organizing Committee

Guidance
Hon. T.B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and the Arts

Supervision
Wasantha Ekanayake
Secretary

Direction
Vijith Kanugala
Director

E.M.LLK. Manthreerathna
Deputy Director

Accountant
K.D. Kariyakarawana

Coordination

Srimathi Seneviratne
Dudley Rajapaksa
P.M.S. Bandara

A. Subashini

A.M.A. Bandara

S. Sivaneshan
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Assistance

Nandasena Palihakkara
Wijayapala Wijesekara
kalyani Abeysinghe
Sampath Jayasuriya
Premaratna Jawawardana
D.D. Manel Disanayake
Nilackshi Wajira Nawgala
GL.A. Jinapriva

Nalinda Wijesuriya

Indika Wijeyawardana
Samitha Perera

Ruwan Lal Nishantha
O.P. Malkanthi

Thanuja Dilrukshi

Asoka Mallikarachchi
Sithni Sameena

Thusitha Prasanna
Nishshanka Wimalaweera
Pushpanath Jayasiri Mallikarachchi
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