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Spew  QuBdires GG DiUFILSMS  SLEIHSILOTES
QiFfsHent. oiHaiysnyw, drissnbd GUHDUTEmIOWITSGEN CualLGD
oTsTeRIGeTed eurpld Fmisen wasEpsT 98% SiGeammb, SO
QupbuTaenowmsll  GUFIUGBL  WTSTENIRIBENE)  GUT(IDD . Fmicen
wesEmHeT 98% SBem(Hd, Frisend GupLUTETmWITEL GusiLBLD
IDTETEBIGaNe Tl SO whsEmeT 91% Bemmd, SO
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QuepbLTEEWLWTS  GUELILGD  TETam RIS 6) G}JIT-(I:QLD -g;uSlL!;}
WéBEHeT 98% SBaT(mHib, Hmisend CLHLLITETELWITESL (Br._Jafuu(BL'o
IDTETEUTRIBNE0 GuTIpLD (WPeredld daEnsT 97% OLBIMBLD, SO
Qu(BLbLITETeNLOWITESL GUETILIGLD LOTSTERIHBISETE GUT(LRLD (LDGTI')GISIT.DE@%ST'T
98% eyGam(hid Hws LeTemense yRdasH SoeLDB(hHs
GouemiBOler afl(pLbLiler. :

Heitemenast  syiidevgded  FHperw - Qubimes  GeuewmiBoloer
mHlevenBIniybemt? .
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Arwenid (o) Aamemb (£)  HAD (o)  HOD ()  WedeSD (o) (perdedid ()

B f&zwions B gub gremain B Gxenau §ebenen B Gxilwng

9| - Bwed, wHHW, Gmei &) - LSS, F0EHG

Gauemev euTUILIL T emedr 1P & 5HFH60 LOMBmILD ST LOT60T
2_wisedallen GupiFHed i BrewBL ymdesssd Hpemo6LD
alplwemwsstar  ygrer  smanmisaTulmhsar.  Ssiaumiialed
URIGUBMSILL UTLFTEN6D LOTEITeUT6lT Slenearau(hBD (100%) 2 _uwiissoal
Cugid  CETHGERBEIGSTE  SYHEOSHD  FHpenio CupGeusmingul
Caemauamuwl GaueliLBdhBeni. CHAW QrremOLILTL L CrraalwgTaL
UBISEHLLEF OFuub @ Gurfuns syEidsn o witeams D& SSUILL
aflsvemeowiruigid, yuieler CUBIGLIBIGETE 2_mIHILGSHSUILL L eurm)
S  SHSAVGGGID CEMauSHDG TN Gm GuT a@D o6
BEWILBM60  WHIdULID  WHwmmSmWWD  Seorienswit D& &UTe0
OIF  BWhialalledensv; Fmisend GLIHLTETEOWITSL Gueliu@b
LDTETEMRIB6TE0 euTIpld Hmisen wHBEmaT  86% SBamm SO
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iDSBEH6T 82% SyGeimbid BB (perbedid WhsEHeT 75% GBI,
SO  Quepburaiemwwrsl  Gusliu@Bd  WITETENGIGETNE  UTIHLD
drisen wHHEHeT 91% HCaimmd SO whsEmer 81%. SBemT(HLD
wBPID  (Wervedlld WwasEmeT 83% BB Fepd  SiHSHETVMBILILD
CsaMyauSHMmSULID QYRSOD 2 WTHHUBTHS  BHDHSHIN]THBHET.
HZg LleTenensell el SmElsHed SHmewio QuBMhss GeuswiBLD
eaiLg Q& TLiLled, smmienasuisd iz GaumeveuruiiiBasTer euflsmen
OiFSflHHGMH 611D DIMTHHIT UHBOFWBLIT Lmenisefsd 91% -
(pH60 97% SBeim(pd, o wiisevalbsrenr HAmHe aufismend SHBbHH
alpdeposer 96% wWwaHed 98% euemgunGampd L0 SielHHe.

SIBIF605H )60 &BEMLD CLBGsuemTHGILDET D& 6T
al(HOUSSIBITETSTE  aSUSBGHF gepas  OQomP Suie] Freiml
usTepg; iemed QEEe0  Gomferwit  pinledmbGs  Buad
@EmauyTed &M LILGD CsHmamwenws Cuppel.  GausmiBOWEIM
galyoren gHsb GLpbuTeoTaaiaefi b Esvene. LB allFmyenemiser
epeold STl eurm, SyEidElen GumPenw LUpliledmbCs Guaib
@peuflell  HISHevTer Hmemwamwill OCuBIISBETET T LTEULOTETHI
GCLIBLDLITEOTETEUTSENTEY  SRISSFSSIULL  @OIBeve.  FIMISENLD
QuipbuTeiTemOWITSll  CUEILBD  TETENMRISETE) euTIPD — Fmisen
USMBEFWHBUTL L TenisEmeT 56% Gamph S0 OLmIDLITETEmIDWITSL
GualBL raTammisafsd euTiph dmisen GFwmuT L Tenjsefed 37%
SBampd  ymFlew Gmbeowy Uplidledmb8s Guaid  gmeufled
HIHGHeoTer Spenwsmwill QuBpISCETeTen el(Hbydlament. Fmigend
QupbuTaTembwWITall Cualiu@®eams wBpId HP CrbuTaEeWITSL
CualiuBdais wrsTemmisaal(Bhhsl abs (WwepGw 55% wHBpIb
61% spe GuepbuTeOTen SHOWPUILHB CFWBLTLLTEMTHET SiRIE6e0
GuomPenwis Upiiedlmb8s Guaibd sysHdleoren Gomfls SHmenearnicLmp
afplen. oCHCaumen SM@SHH  LOTHTEIHISETILO(HHSHIHS
(et  WFBOFWBUTLLTenTde  WwHHUled DB L Sglevmen
SpenerILCLD Geuewtigws BHemeu FriueTalled QLUIRSHEGL UL DBeNMBL
Bn Guwealsimyubel. SFHsores BmhbHed, Bsaniystn Fnsend
CumbuTetenownsl  GuesluBld wBE@ID SWP  GLHLUTETENLOWITSL
Cueatiu@d wrasrammiseiedmbarer (WweamBw 66% wmmid 75% aigiorer
(perdellld LABEFWBLITLLTemTHeT Qymidlevdded UpllelmbGs Buaid
srshHeoren GomPssHpemen GupaimibLiet.
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uABOELBUT L Teniseled CeugdlsvBy Symdlev  GomPuileomer
CoisfsPmemer  GuFs  aIRMSHIIBEG wrs@AID WL BIUGSS
sl ient; LHDBOFLBUTL L TENTaHEH6IT OupumeorGerti  GeugioBGer
aynds Gumiulsd GuadamgusTUIBUILISMETaIL SIHHBSID  SILILITED
Bsi&fmaenGeammymul . wipGaiewigul  BGHemeueni GQeuerfluiiL L.
FmisenLd GQLIHLDLITETENLOLLITERL Guariu®Lb LOIT EBIT 60T I 61160
ampGaunwst 83% dmseneumd 79% s 78% (LpeTLEILDE ETHLD
i@ SO GugsbumaTeawTSl GuaiLBLD LOTSBTERIMmIGETE0 GUT(LPLD
LABOFwLBUTLLTemisenet 87% dmsenaumd 85% Hpm  86%
(pedelbBEBD  HHANSHH SAIBMBUD 2 6T BB P
Guomfsdpean CUDIIZSHE® HuDIe] CHfaldsHear.

Aisemd  OuUEpUTETELWTSL  GUFAILGLD  LOTSTEIHIS6E)
aumapld LEAHOsWH LM Leniaensit 90% Amisenaumd 83% HORHD
85% pevedibsEmld opupid S0P  GuEBLTETEmLWTSN  GUFILIBLD
LOTETERTEISaN6 aITIpD LHBEFLBUTL L TenTsEpeT 73% Hmisemealb
73% sbpmd 67% wervedibseEnd  Gsuensveumuiitien  GUpeuged
ayEdel  (wesAwuoTaesabamBernt.  elwmurgd  CBTHoHSHED
auUTRIBeLE6MaID SyRdled (poHBTatHams SHSUILLLBHTH, Hale
oMleaill QUBEIHCBTATESH DGV [HEATMMLDSEHHBHTHMD DIHMDE
SHTe| OsflalsalulLg); SiHSiy  Frsemd OLHLDLITETENLOWITSL
Guatiu@ rsTaumIBaNed euTpd Hriseneufled 88% o Gemm(mid,
SOIp  OuepburaiepbwTsl  GualuBL  THTEMMISETNE)  euUTIPLD
fmsenoufled 88%  Benmpd, Hmusemd  CUEHIDUITETENDULITESL
GualiLBd orsTammiseTed eutapld Sbpfled 79% BammHbd, SO
QuptbLImaTemowTsl GuaILGD wrsTammiseaisd amepd Hofled 87%
iBamm(pLd, FMsembd GLUHLITETEIDWITEL CUEILGLD LOTHTENHISHETE0
aurptb  (pevedibsafied 82% Bl SO CLHDLITETELOWITESL
Gualu@ld rETahIGeie T (Webelibseisd 87% SBeim(HiD
QEFHGHMS HolaT WmMLICUD 2 _HaID FTHEIOTHLI LIMTSHSH6TT.

SUF DB EIBND  BHORIBMETE QEwIBIPRILSBED
(Fmisend GLBDLITEEOWITEL GUaTILGLD WTETamHISaId aumpGaummsit
54% Smmenaui, 54% st wpmd 59% pededibme  LHEGID
S OumburaemwwTal GUAILIBLD  IDTHSTERIHBISE 6D sumDBeur(heit
68% dmseneut 74% ST whmd 52% perdedbse  SLAGWITHe
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EGHSHSHIIG) 2 6TBT G  Lwemd  QFUIMSBED  (Amised
GuEBDLTETEWITSL  CuaiLBD  rsTanmiseled ampGarmst 47%
dmseneut 51% @bt wpmb 50% evedbser wHED SO
OuUBIDLITETEOWITGL  GUALILEBL  LOTETEmmISET6 aurpGeur(meit 51%
dmsereut, 70% st wHmD 49% pevedbse  eyEGWTET
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SBCUTflell  SBSSIIIY) @b LwesTen  QomPwins  yEdevtb
QamisTaulULL ). aaiGa, Smdle GurPwrerg Swg UsOGamD
BLONgEMEBBMID Dmadgit  Ujessemeib UWGTLGSSILGD
CurmLB BT YT &m Csdlw QuomflaEmns@eiienld  HeneuLDTHBLD
CawiuLg  gmgweamasuigd £8xCuemen, Gl GmPsefsoner
B Glamebeored cpevioTarl FHBHmaT WBEHID HevHSIEDFWLITL 66
CeueiGoup  Osteiiensd  Gmbselar alBHHSGLIE B IQHE
QeuefBu ellhbd Oeuwwuiu L pelar Spfeveu’ GUBBIGCSTsTEHLD
Ceweipopsed Simayfladed g sod  oFstai  GuTes
UBTSHTHNS OBTLAHSID BB WPIGULD.

OBTLTUTL QUHBHTEH GUDTI HENTSH & 608360

OHTLILUTL@ISSTE  Cmfsmend sabs UWUGILGS SIS
GUIH@SI  LFDBEFLBUTL L TeNTBEpdGL CUTHaTs S CFLmeaIE
JaID Ghddailevensy CIRLGIL 6, GHTLIUTLH CFweEpampemL ig)
BGUTEGHABSHI THUFQID SeuTHeT © L euT® CsTewgmbaet.
Siemed, Flov el wimiser Goug GomPsefledpha Byeaisd QUBLILIL L T6)
Queufler Gomfl uTHlLs@GenenTGld ea@im Sm el damauieoren
UABEFWBUT L Tenisell  seumer  OpflelsSmbasTand,  wHEBIH
Gomfuiedphba LT GUDIBED STTEMOTE @@ GomPwiTeeNg)
HAYUGSSILGLD 6118 SBHSSIL6T QTHS LHBESWIBUTL L TenTsefs
S0%&@n SiFsw0TCaMT 2 L @il alsdensv.
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affwisst Hpeewy oas@Gallusng S0%sHGD  SiBlsiomen
S oo (wevedd  uFBOFLBUT L TenTSeML OGBS eI
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LFHOFLBUTL L TemTHeT Sieneraibd opFfliser SjeueuTDIET @
FTSHAWILT. L USOSTLToumd Simdsfss wnidhsat. (36% wBpib
54%) Gusiensuled Sieuaumy Gmfsmend SHeuILFED UTHBL0m60
oaim SIGHBLTE DMENSHIL LHBOFLBLT L TENTHEDHD Sewnhisls
CamewtLmad erpGienasuied Gomfsseoling S welss (Pt
aaip SlauTdenmed OFflalldsiiu’L o avemwuledmbal, @T SlgliLenL
(pepaTi L SHe0 ebHeeur GomPfulemgid gmuienio GuemriiL 60
Gouami®ld et wdsefler almuud GeusfiLGang); Bsanilyasyid,
Aiisend QUEBbLTETWLWITSN CUEILBGESE WTSTEIESMNE UTIHLD
drisareufled 76% uGamipd S GLHLTETmWWITSEN CualiLBGa&in
wraTenmisefed eurup dmseneufled 64% @eimpd, Hmibenid
QupLbLTaTenLWTSL CUaLILIGLD WTsTemmisafed surupld HOpflsv 61%
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Introduction

Language is the soul of a people. It provides character, renders
individuality in a social milieu that endows each person with a sense of
identity. Language nevertheless cannot be imposed on a people. The
wortld is replete with examples of failure when governments attempted
to impose a language on a people against their will. Before any kind of
language planning is attempted, it is always necessary to carefully assess
the desires of the people so that the language plan will be a response
to and not an imposition on the people's wishes and aspirations. This
gives pith'and substance to the very comprehensive Socio-Linguistic
Survey of Sri Lanka (August 2010) conducted under the auspices
of the Public Survey and Research Unit (PSRU) of the Presidential }
Secretariat as the quintessential determinant of the inherent desires of
Sri Lankans as they coexist with linguistically diverse groups of people.

The culture of language learning is not alien to Sri Lanka.
History abounds with wtitten and inscribed evidence of language
acquisition across borders and the pleasure with which people revelled
in the experience of learning languages. The culture of language
learning was fostered and regarded with deference by the leaders of
ancient Sri Lanka. The clergy, especially scholar monks contributed
immensely through prominent and illustrious pirivenas that were
distinguished seats of learning and higher education by taking on
the translation of Buddhist texts from the sub-continent. For many
centuries, teachers and students and the people of ancient Sti Lanka
as in the rest of South Asia considered proficiency in many languages
beyond its mere functional value. It was regarded as an instrurnent\
of knowledge, accomplishment and civility. The eminent Totagamuwe
Sti Rahula Thera was described as ‘Shad Bhasha Parameshvara' or the
‘Supreme Master of Six Languages'. Multilingualism in ancient Sti |
Lanka was celebrated. Being a monolingual was slighted as a personal |
shortcoming and drawback. The fact that Sinhala, Tamil, Sanskrit
and Pali were popular languages back then was demonstrated in an
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explanation by Alagiyawanna Mukaveti on his decision to write the

f Subhashitaya in Sinhala: Demala saku magada nosahala satata dada,
Sinhala basin sekevin kiyami pada benda (I am compiling this poem
in Sinhala verse for the benefit of the ignorant folk who do not know
Tamil, Sanskrit or Pali).

In later years the culture of language learning lost its significance,
largely due to a waning in state patronage. The tradition was almost
relegated to a limbo of insignificance. The outcome of such a state of
affairs is clearly demonstrated by the data available with the Ministry
of National Languages and Social Integration vis-a-vis the level of
language skills in Sti Lanka in 2010. Accordingly nearly 90% of Sinhala
speaking people are unable to communicate in Tamil and cannot
communicate effectively in English; and 70% of Tamil speaking people
in Sti Lanka cannot communicate in Sinhala. The preceding facts
convey a reality far removed from the high scores generated by students
who follow language coutses in a multitude of tuition classes/ tutorials
in the country that testify to a large number of successful learnets. But
official statistics show that a majority cannot communicate effectively.
The people of this country though have not completely discarded

ﬂ the desire for learning languages as expounded in the sociolinguistic
'survey. The results of the survey demonstrate a latent desite amongst
people to learn languages that successive governments had failed to
respond adequately. The evidence belies another common viewpoint
that language/s will appeal to a people only if there were economic
dividends, which does not apply to the cultures of Sri Lanka and South
Asia.

The sociolinguistic survey had accommodated, the views of
a wide gamut of people representative of various professions and
professionals, occupations, statuses and strata. They ranged from
religious and political leaders to academics, school teachers, students,
public service officers, pensioners, security forces personnel to
housewives and factory workers. That the inherent desire for learning
languages nevertheless has not completely left the consciousness of
Sti Lankans is demonstrated by their candid responses. It revealed that
there has always been a want on the part of the population of native
speakers of Sinhala and Tamil to learn each othet's languages together
with English. The sociolinguistic survey is indicative of a possible
new direction for the country with the feedback validating a yearning
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for social cohesion and emotional integration as well as for acqumng
trilingual compegtencies among all communities.

The respondents were selected from five provinces of the
country, namely the Western, Central, Southern, Northern and Eastern
provinces representing different linguistic groups. Figure A denotes
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim respondents in the Western, Central and
Southern Provinces, while B is representative of Sinhala, Tamil and
Muslim respondents in the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

Rise above Ethnic Exclusivity

The sociolinguistic survey clearly demonstrates that native
Sinhala and Tamil speakers had no desite to be isolated and mamtam
ethnic exclusivity in matters of business or employment, friendship or
entertainment. This illustrates that all these reasons stem from a genuine
inclination to know the language and the speaker of the other speech
community. 61% and 75% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala
speaking provinces and in majority Tamil speaking provinces, 90% and
50% Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and
majority Tamil speaking provinces, 93% and 70% Muslim people living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and majority Tamil speaking
provinces respectively had expressed their willingness to accept and
work under a leader from a linguistically different group. The responses
are a manifestation of a mature and unprejudiced worldview and open-
mindedness that has moved gradually into peoples' consciousness. The
bottom-line of their assessment was that the inability to speak each
other's languages had been a cause for discord between different ethnic
groups in the country for decades.
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How far do you agree with the following statement Wlth reference to
speakers of the other national language?

| would be ready to accept him/ her as a leader

100

 Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tami(A) TamilB) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
@ Agree O Disagree @ No idea
A-Western, Central, Southern. B-Northern, Eastern

Language as a Tool for

Effective Commumcatlon

The sociolinguistic sutvey reveals a very progressive population
that has emetged in Sti Lanka in the last few decades. It must be
acknowledged that the respondents who had been selected from five
provinces in the country consisted of populations living in vital parts
of the country such as the Western, Central, Southern, Northern
and Eastern provinces. The sample is representative of people with
chequered backgrounds and social milieu and diverse upbringing
that have been influenced by the ideologies and sentiments of the
histories of those territories and their political outlook. Accordingly
the responses of the Sinhala and Tamil speaking respondents living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces differed somewhat on certain
subjects as opposed to respondents of the two aforesaid groups living
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of the country. Both the Sinhala
(59%) and Tamil (58%) respondents in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces of the country had strongly felt that the language element
was not the solitaty cause for disunity between the two communities.
However Sinhala (43%), Tamil (53%) and Muslim (57%) respondents in
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the Western, Central and Southern Provinces had attributed barriers to
effective communication between different linguistic groups as having
had a hand in impeding any effort to identify with and be responsive to
the person from a different linguistic group.

Do you agtee that a major problem facing our countty is concerned

with .....oa

Inter-ethnic harmony

100

90
80
70
60

60

% 50 -
40
30 —
20 -
L K
o | [
Sinhala{A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
®Yes O No @ No idea
_ A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

92% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 98% of Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 92% of Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 94% of Tamil people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 92% of Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces and 89% of Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces had said that learning the other language fosters national
Integration.
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Do you agtee with the following statement?

Learning additional languages promotes national integration

120

100

80 +

40

20

Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)

B Agree B Disagree B No idea
A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

Regardless of the fact that people felt the need to improve inter-
ethnic harmony between different linguistic groups, the respondents
were quite specific and in no doubt when they had expressed their
preparedness to accept speakers of the other national language as a
guest in their homes and share a meal with them, which was highly
supported by provincial level politicians (100%), while over 90% of all
other categories of respondents too had expressed their willingness to
do the same. Respondents in all five provinces belonging to different

linguistic groups articulated their keenness to build friendship, work |

with or under a person speaking the other national language, rely on |

him/her on confidential matters, participate in sports and games with
them and importantly live as neighbours.

Varying Levels of Language Prbﬁciency

The present levels of language skill among Sti Lankans, as
demonstrated in the survey reveals a varied distribution of degrees
of competencies, based on self evaluation about their levels of
proficiency. For instance the ability to understand the other national
language was high only among Tamil (80% & 80%) and Muslim (84%
& 85%) respondents in the majority Sinhala speaking provinces,
indicative of the fact that people in these provinces having lived
and interacted among a majotity proficient in Sinhala had learnt the
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language frequently spoken in interactions pertaining to employment |
and business. As a result the Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala
speaking provinces had not felt the need to either attempt to speak
the other national language or were not afforded the opportunity
to even understand the other's language because it was hardly used
in any communication. Hence the survey findings displayed a very
average knowledge of the other national language among the Sinhala
respondents.

are familiar with the other National Language, How Much?

Able to Understand

Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A ) Muslim{8)

| Good B Average M| Little O Not at all

The Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim respondents living in majority
Tamil speaking provinces although not claiming to possess an
impressive knowledge of the other national language had nevertheless
made inroads in trying to understand, speak, read and write, which is
remarkable given the degree of isolation that they had been living in
for decades. Sinhala respondents in majority Tamil speaking provinces '
although they were not rated highly as being good in understanding
the other national language, 56% of the respondents had an average
understanding of the other language. Likewise the Tamil people living
in majority Tamil speaking provinces although low in proficiency in
the other national language possessed a fair understanding (53%) of
the other national language. The Tamil and Muslim respondents living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces had scored the highest in their
ability to read, which was 51% and 65% respectively and also write
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the other national language, which was 42% and 61% respectively.
Comparatively, the Sinhala respondents in all provinces had not
evaluated their ability to read or write in the othet natioqal language as
excellent, acknowledging familiarity with the other national language
as being very little or not at all. However, the trend could be easily

. p . \
| counteracted by the keen desire to intermingle and learn the other's

language in all forms of competencies as acknowledged by jche Sinh.ala
respondents living in majority Sinhala and majority Tamil speaking
provinces.

The ability to understand the English language was on the whole
average for the Sinhala respondents living in majority Sinhala and
majority Tamil speaking provinces (58% & 54% respectively). Only 35%
and 38% respondents from the majority Sinhala speaking provinces
and majority Tamil speaking provinces claimed to have a good grasp
of understanding the English language. 60% of Tamil people living
in the majority Sinhala speaking provinces possessed a high degree
of familiarity with the language, although the same could not be said
of Tamils surveyed in the North and the East, whose majority (56%)
had only an average understanding of the English language. The Tamil
respondents in the majority Sinhala speaking provinces continue to
impress on their command in English language skills through their
excellent ability at speaking, reading and writing (56%, 54% & 56%).
The Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking and majority
Tamil speaking provinces had almost an equal number of respondents

| possessing a good (47% & 47%) and passable familiarity in their ability

to understand the language (49% & 47%). Although the ability to speak,
read and write the English language had been recorded as average for
most categories of respondents in the five provinces (except the Tamil
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces), it nevertheless
indicates that English as a second language has been taught across Sri
Lanka, because even if the ability to speak, read and write English
may be average on the whole, still mote than 40% of the respondents
in all the provinces had an average command of the spoken, written
and reading form of the English language. Among the respondents

- who claimed to possess a high degree of familiarity in understanding,
| speaking, reading and writing the English language were professional
. service personnel and university lecturers, which provide focus for all

future English language initiatives in determining where interventions
ought to be directed at.
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Only 3% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 11% of Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 8% of Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 9% of Tamil people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 4% of Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces and 6% of Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces had said that one language was enough and there was no
need to learn more languages.

Respondents' Desire to be Multilingual

What gives credence to the Ten Year National Plan was the

overwhelming desire among respondents representative of different |

speech communities to become multilingual. Such a developed and
urbane outlook could be deduced as an upshot of people's increasing

exposure to multilingual mass media that has mingled language with

culture, art, music and dance. The evidence stemming from the survey
rightly demonstrates that the majority of respondents considered lack
of inter-ethnic harmony as a key problem confronting Sti Lanka. 60%
and 79% Sinhala people living in both majority Sinhala and majority
Tamil speaking provinces had acknowledged the lack of inter-ethnic
harmony in the country supported by the responses of 58% and 87%
Tamils and 50% and 68% Muslims representing majority Sinhala and
majority Tamil speaking provinces. Hence the consensus among the
majority was that unity amongst Sinhala and Tamil speaking people
would be greatly assisted if people learnt each other's languages.
Accordingly 90% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 100% of Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 91% of Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 52% of Tamils living in majority Tamil speaking provinces,
88% of Muslims living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 44%

Muslims living in majority Tamil speaking provinces had identified |

language as an essential element in solidifying unity among different
linguistic groups.

94% Sinhala, 95% Tamil and 96% Muslim people living in
majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 95% Sinhala, 81% Tamil and
90% Muslim people living in majotity Tamil speaking provinces had
desired different speech communities living in the same locality and not
in separate neighbourhoods. Their support for mixed living stemmed
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from a desire to facilitate above all the process of social iptegratlon and
to learn another language. - '

Do you think people of your commuhity should live in separate
localities from other communities?

120 E

100

80

% B0

40 +——

20 -

0 = 2 T T > an
Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
H Yes @ No B No Opinion
A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

In Support of Mixed-Living

50% Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces,
66% Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces, 63%
Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces, 75% Tamil
people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces, 54% Muslim
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 83% Muslim
people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces desired living in
mixed communities for the objective of obtaining economic benefits.
The Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim communities surveyed in the majority
Sinhala speaking provinces had wanted mixed living to facilitate the
objectives of social integration and language enhancement. The Tamil
and Muslim communities surveyed in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces had given equal weight to the likely economic paybacks
(75% & 83% respectively) that could be derived from living in 2 mixed
community, in addition to the other two benefits of social integration
and language acquisition. The point of view of professional service
personnel had been that mixed living had economic advantages and
allowed them the opportunity to learn another language. Whatever the
reasons may be to opt for mixed living, the respondents occupying
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the most high-status jobs to those in less significant positions had
collectively recognised the need to prevail over ideas of disconnection
amongst all linguistic groups. This contradicts another position that
has been embraced by certain social and political scientists that each
community likes to live in linguistic/ethnic enclaves or in 2 so-called
perceived ‘homeland'.

If you like to live in a mixed community, why is that?

120 ———— e —— - - —

100 -

80

Yor Bl

40

Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)

M Living in a mixed community has economic benefits
@ Mixing w ith other communities helps social integration
® You get a chance of learning another language

A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern
One School for Children of Different Speech
Communities

The mass of the population of respondents from the
majority Sinhala and Tamil speaking provinces had unanimously and
overwhelmingly endorsed the view that in communities of Sinhala and
Tamil speaking people there should be one school with Sinhala and
Tamil media. 79% of Sinhala people, 81% of Tamil people and 73% of
Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 62%
of Sinhala people, 60% of Tamil people and 82% of Muslim people
living in majority Tamil speaking provinces had favoured schools with
mixed media. This counteracts the argument that may contend that
the trilingual initiative would not succeed unless people see a purely
economic or employment benefit in acquiting language competencies
or that there is no felt need for the majority to learn the language of
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the minority. In other words people no longer wish to be isolated from
linguistically different groups and desire to learn the other's language
for purposes of integration. And what better way to embark on the
mission but by establishing schools housing Sinhala and Tamil medium
students under one roof. :

Do you think that in areas with Sinhala and Tamil communities there

90 -
82
79 81
9 ] 73
70 —f ]
62 60
60 fg]
50 :
% |
40 ———— 3651 s
L 2 23
18] * '
o 13 i 13
10 - 3 ' ' v 55—
0 -
Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
B Separate Sinhala and Tamil medium schools
£ One school with Sinhala and Tamil Media
B No opinion
A-Western, Central, Southern ; B-Northern, Eastern

Importance of Learning the ‘Other' National
Language

The arguments of the detractors of multilingualism could
| be laid to rest by the fact that people no longer considered learning
| another national language a waste of time. By stating thus, 93% of
 Sinhala people, 89% Tamil people and 94% Muslims living in majority
' Sinhala speaking provinces, and 89% of Sinhala people, 93% Tamil
| people and 94% Muslims living in majority Tamil speaking provinces,
' had demonstrated their desire to be proficient in the other national
- language, combined with the ability to speak and write as well. This
| raises the important issue concerning infrastructure, if the country is

to respond effectively to the need of taking language proficiency to
the farthest part of the country. It will also compel decision makers
to outline and define levels of proficiency to cater to the needs of
the citizens of Sri Lanka, which will also require restructuring and
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redesigning existing and new language courses, tools, matetials and
teaching methods. Therefore the Ten Year National Plan will have
to bring in all institutions and resource persons engaged in language
teaching to build new infrastructure complete with a cadre of
competent trainers of language teachers combined with supporting
institutions and financial resources to sustain the initiative.

Do you agtee with the following statement?

Learning the other national language is a waste of time.

100 ~ 93 93 94 94
89 89
90

80
70 1
60 -

40
30
20

10

Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)

B Agree B Disagree B No idea
A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

Only 6% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 7% of Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 5% of Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 7% of Tamil people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 4% of Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces and 3% of Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces had said that learning the other national language would be
a waste of time.

An absolute majority of respondents had articulated the need for |
children also to be proficient in the other national language for various |
teasons, among which national integration took precedence amongst |
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim respondents in the majority Sinhala speaking
provinces. 76% Sinhala people, 89% Tamil people and 92% Muslim
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 88% Sinhala
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people, 94% Tamil people and 96% Muslim people living in ma%jority
Tamil speaking provinces had expressed their preference fgr children
also to be proficient in the other national language. A distinctive feature

is that provincial level politicians (94%), univetsity students (90%) and 3

housewives (90%) had responded positively to the need for children to

acquire aptitude in another national language. This is' indicative Qf the |
potentially desirable direction the initiative will take with the backing of |
political leaders in the provinces, university students who are expected |

to join the workforce and mothers who will passionately encourage
their children to learn another national language.

Do you think children should be proficient in the other National
Language?

120 P

100

80

% 60

40 ES

00 | 8

Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)

B Yes, definitely H Yes, Some w hat B Not Necessary B No idea
A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

As for the reasons for wanting their children to be proficient
in the other national language, 75%-93% had said it was to enable the
exchange of ideas across speech communities. 92% of all respondents
had said it was to facilitate national integration, 89% Sinhala people,
94% Tamil people, and 96% Muslim people living in majority Tamil

speaking provinces had given equal partiality to the improvement of |

job opportunities through proficiency in another language as much as
their choice for national integration. This stance could be supported
by the fact that the people in the Northern and Eastern Provinces
having been somewhat temote due to various factors that restricted
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interaction with other parts of the counttry, which had caused them to -
be monolinguals, may strongly feel in an environment of peace and |

reconciliation the need to learn the other national Ianguage in an effort
to improve their job opportunities.

93% Sinhala people, 86% Tamil people and 92% Muslim people
living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 93% Sinhala people,
96% Tamil people and 97% Muslim people living in majority Tamil

speaking provinces had been of the opinion that knowing the language |
of the other community makes one understand and appreciate the |

people of that community better.

The most interesting line of reasoning from among the
responses was the fact that proficiency in the other national language
would facilitate the exchange of ideas across the borders of ethnicity
and language. This cleatly substantiates one of the key objectives of
the trilingual initiative, which is to develop the two national languages
to be used in discourse, debate and discussion and the development of
a culture of knowledge in the local languages. The responses provide
further acceptance of the initiative by recognising the fact that our two

national languages can also be developed to a status that would enable |
them to serve as avenues for dialogue, development and dissection of |

modern thought and knowledge other than in the English language.
Proficiency in another national language was considered advantageous

for purposes of higher education as well. It would augur well for the |

initiative that the respondents did not feel pressured socially to acquire |

proficiency in the other national language, which allows them the space

to learn and acquire competence in their own time and according to |

their ability.

English as a Vehicle for Social Mobility

80% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 64% Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 78% Tamil people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 63% Tamil people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 80% Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces, 48% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces considered English useful for social mobility. \
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Do you consider English useful?

For social mobility

80 78 80

Sinhala(B)

Sinhala(A) Tamil(A) Tami(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
| Very much B Somew hat | Not at all B No Reply
A-Western, Central, Southern B-Northern, Eastern

English as a language has not lost its significance as exemplified
in the study. Over 90% of all respondents belonging to different
categories and representing different provinces in the country had
convincingly supported the need for children to be proficient in
English. Accordingly 98% of Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala
speaking provinces, 98% of Sinhala people living in majority Tamil
speaking provinces, 91% of Tamil people living in majority Sinhala
speaking provinces, 98% Tamil people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces, 97% Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking
provinces and 98% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces had wanted their children to be proficient in English.
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wanted to acquire native speaker-like proficiency in English, althoggh
only 37% of their Sinhala counterparts in the majotity Tamil SPC’flkl%'lg
provinces wished to have the same level of proficiency. Thfi majotity
of Tamil respondents namely 55% and 61% in the majority Sinhala
speaking and majority Tamil speaking provinces respectively wanted to
acquire the language competence of a native speaket, while the nef:d to
acquire the same degtee of proficiency among Muslims in all provinces
was relatively higher than the othet two groups surveyed; accordingly
66% and 75% of Muslims in the majority Sinhala speaking and
majority Tamil speaking provinces wished to acquire native speaket-
like proficiency in the English language.

Very few respondents had wanted to limit competency in the
English language to the spoken form only. Majority of respondents
had expressed the need to become skilled beyond the mere ability to
speak the English language. 83% Sinhala, 79% Tamil and 78% Muslim
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 87% Sinhala,
85% Tamil and 86% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces had supported an all-inclusive proficiency in the English
language.

90% Sinhala, 83% Tamil and 85% Muslim people living in
majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 73% Sinhala, 73% Tamil
and 67% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces
considered English important in secuting employment. English was
also regarded important in business transactions and was highly
endorsed for its benefits in acquiting modern knowledge; accordingly
88% Sinhala people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces, 88%
Sinhala people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces, 79% Tamil
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces, 87% Tamil people
living in majority Tamil speaking provinces, 82% Muslim people living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces, 87% Muslim people living in
majority Tamil speaking provinces had looked on English as a vehicle
to acquire modern knowledge.

English has been identified as being useful in getting work done
in government offices (54% Sinhala, 53% Tamil and 59% Muslim
people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 68% Sinhala,
74% Tamil and 52% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking
provinces) and for travel within (47% Sinhala, 51% Tamil and 50%
Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 51%
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Sinhala, 70% Tamil and 49% Muslim people living in majority Tamil
speaking provinces) and outside the country (97% Sinhala, 92% Tamil
and 96% Muslim people living in majority Sinhala speaking provinces
and 93% Sinhala, 93% Tamil and 92% Muslim people living in majority
Tamil speaking provinces). Thus English can continue to play a pivotal
role in supporting the process of acquiring modern knowledge
developed outside the country. In time, modern knowledge available
only in English could be translated into the two national languages
of the country to be used by all citizens in their various pursuits. It
could also eventually lead to the development of schools of thought
in the two national languages and facilitate discussion through national
discourse in the national languages.

Mixing Languages

Respondents in general have had no objections in mixing
languages for communication and agreed that it made the process easier |
and although a small number of respondents felt that one's language "
is likely to be damaged if certain aspects were borrowed from other
languages, over 50% of all respondents in all five provinces disagreed
with the notion that a language will get distorted owing to borrowings
from another language.

How far do you agree with the following statement?

Your language will become corrupt if you borrow from other

languages
100 91
90 71
80 = 75
69
70 66- 53 =
80 Tl —
% 50 = =
40 37 ] —
! 25
- i 21 21
20 - 4 =
1< 10
10 - 3 5 6 4
0 -t
Sinhala(A) Sinhala(B) Tamil(A) Tamil(B) Muslim(A) Muslim(B)
| Agree O Disagree B No idea

The respondents' point of view and perception of the teachers'
role in encouraging children to mix languages is evidently varied.
Although over 50% of Tamil and Muslim respondents had not raised
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objections against teachers encouraging children to mix }anguages,
Sinhala respondents from majority Sinhala and majority Tjarnll. speaking
provinces on the whole had disapproved of teachers opting for such a

possibility (56% & 54%). The peoples' desite to maintain the purity of |

any language at a formal level is evident in the fact that all respondents
had by and large agreed that there was no harm in mixing languages
in speech but not so in writing, Accordingly 76% Sinhala people living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces, 64% Sinhala people living in
majority Tamil speaking provinces, 61% Tamil people living in majority

Sinhala speaking provinces, 70% Tamil people living in majority Tamil

speaking provinces, 73% Muslim people living in majority Sinhala
speaking provinces and 73% Muslim people living in majority Tamil
speaking provinces had wanted to maintain purity of language in
written constructions. The majority of respondents who desired to
maintain language purity in its written form had included university
lecturers. 78% Sinhala, 60% Tamil and 62% Muslim people living
in majority Sinhala speaking provinces and 82% Sinhala, 76% Tamil
and 69% Muslim people living in majority Tamil speaking provinces

unanimously agreed that languages should not be mixed in formal |

situations.

The opinion of the majority of respondents that inter-ethnic
harmony was a major problem affecting the country and that learning
cach other's languages would greatly assist the process of rebuilding
that desited unity among different ethnic groups is a clear endorsement
of the trilingual initiative, accompanied by other disclosures that
demonstrate the inherent eagerness and need to learn languages
that may have been in the people, but had not been provided for by
successive administrations. State institutions had not suitably responded
or responded inadequately to cater to the learner at levels appropriate
to individual needs and aspirations. The tesults of the sociolinguistic
survey are a clear demonstration of the levels of proficiency that the
people who desite to learn languages require. They provide ample
evidence for the state apparatus to initiate work to dtive in dynamism
combined with vision and ambition into existing institutions to realise

the objectives of the larger Ten Year National Plan for 2 Trilingual

Sri Lanka.

76



ke ,..w..” . __.. g
A=t Ads St Tl e E
SN

S e

-

£

22

R g
R




c®® cEAN6ES FrREd BEE® cBME)
SN0 MBEIRens Pwnsdx adssn )
sbedsgn Tommes (PSRU) 60x0eds)
2010 dbsed & Sndx sbedadn epemHNET DB
5t @ Eoed s@HE-:N30¢ SBBBIMEnS D HTtHEH.

BHd ShamSSiTer SAHF HDEHSEHD FaMSLIZ)
AFWNESFT GLING Sletaumiley, OHOID hmiiss)
Uiflayé&ns (PSRU) 2010 Dhib Shawnged &wng

SHomii&dl pinieus@uorailems BLISSIUL L Sokems
&ops - Qumgluflue) 2010 Sieraimiiaflelgmibg)
SI(B&ESLILILL_enauSemm@Ld.

All figures contained in this document are taken from
the Socio-Linguistic Survey of Sri Lanka conducted by
an independent research institute in 2010 for the Public
Survey and Research Unit (PSRU) of the Presidential Secretariat.



	1(1)
	1(2)
	1(3)
	1(4)
	1(5)
	1(6)
	1(7)
	1(8)
	1(9)
	1(10)
	1(11)
	1(12)
	1(13)
	1(14)
	1(15)
	1(16)
	1(17)
	1(18)
	1(19)
	1(20)
	1(21)
	1(22)
	1(23)
	1(24)
	1(25)
	1(26)
	1(27)
	1(28)
	1(29)
	1(30)
	1(31)
	1(32)
	1(33)
	1(34)
	1(35)
	1(36)
	1(37)
	1(38)
	1(39)
	1(40)
	1(41)
	1(42)
	1(43)
	1(44)
	1(45)
	1(46)
	1(47)
	1(48)
	1(49)
	1(50)
	1(51)
	1(52)
	1(53)
	1(54)
	1(55)
	1(56)
	1(57)
	1(58)
	1(59)
	1(60)
	1(61)
	1(62)
	1(63)
	1(64)
	1(65)
	1(66)
	1(67)
	1(68)
	1(69)
	1(70)
	1(71)
	1(72)
	1(73)
	1(74)
	1(75)
	1(76)
	1(77)
	1(78)
	1(79)
	1(80)
	1(81)
	1(82)
	1(83)

