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the Late

Rev. Fr. Joseph Anton Daniel, S.S.J.
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Fr. J. A. Daniel, S.S.J

He was of a South Indian Origin and his parents settled in Burma.

Owing to the Religious attachment to the S.S.J. Brothers who worked in
Burma, he joined the S.S.J. (Society of St. Joseph)) and lead a dedicated life.
He was later elevated as a priest.

He had an elderly brother, who became a Capuchian Monk and died in
India.

Fr. J.A. Daniel, was a very versable English Teacher & had took to
English Drama and produced and staged the Shakespearian Dramas his
production and Direction all of high Standards.

He was also a very keen and all round sportsman and excelled in the field
of Cricket, and as coach he was very highly commmended during his
time. His cricket student was International Cricket Umpire Mr. Sam
Thambimuthu (K. T. Francis). '

Above all (then Bro) Fr. Daniel also was a giftted musician and had a
command in Gregorian Latin Church Music and could play many musical
Instruments.

He had a special liking to Bro. John Mary’s Creative Devotional songs,
which comprised approximately one hundred and fifty, and Bro. Daniel -
From Pottuvil to Peria Kallar (Ampara - Batticaloa Districts) trained
many in this field and was a dominant choir leader in almost all Church
festivals in the Diocese of Trinco - Batticaloa and in Hatton and Gampola.

This book is DEDICATED to his memory.
Bro.S.A.l. Mathew, F.C.
Publisher
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16) Brother L.John Mary 15-06-1878
-09-12-1937

It was a Monday 11" May 1931. The Brothers in the
House of Illavalai including the Director — General after the
Matins & Lauds went to the Parish Church for their Visit 1o the
M.B.S, leaving behind the two Brothers to get ready to start for
Rangoon at about 4.30p.m. The Brothers had recently taken
over the St.Anthony’s High School, in the Tamil Parish of the
City of Rangoon, & this was their first House out side the Jaffna
diocese. All the Brothers waited in the Portico for the two to bid
farewell to them. One Brother appeared but the other did not.
Brothers ran here & there but no sight of the other. It was
almost time for starting for the train, but that Brother was
nowhere to be found. Well, the Superior was told that, that
Brother had been telling that he did not take Vows to go far
away from home & relations. (But of course he left for Burma
the following year after being told by the diocesan Authorities
that he had to go, if told by the Superiors.) The superior was in
a dilemma. Even if one Brother were not to teach. two must
travel. When the Superior turned back there was Brother John
Mary, sickly 53 years old man, of very delicate health who
could not eat more than a few mouthfuls of food at each of the
three meals. When he was asked whether he would go., Brother
John said with alacrity, “Yes, Brother, I am ready to go”. What
readiness? He was there at Illavalai at that time just on a short
visit, to do some painting work in the Illavalai Church & had
just finished the work. He quickly parceled up a few things he
then had, or given to him for the occasion, & clothes newly
made for the other Brother, but ill fitting to him. He did not
require more than 15 minutes and was ready to get the blessing
of his Superior to start at 4.30 p.m. Time originally fixed for
starting on this momentous journey.

Brother John Mary was not a teacher of academic
subjects [le was not qualified for that. But he was an artist of a
high standard. He planned & executed under his supervision
almost all decorations of the Colombogam Chapel & of several

other Chanels & Churches in Jaffna. He nanted with his own
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informed his parents about it the old couple wept & cried &
went to Father A.Jeandel the Parish Priest. Father Jeandel
chided them for their negligence & told them that the only
course left to them was to send him to Colombogam. John Mary
. joined the Novitiate on the third of December 1898 & completed
it along with Brother Adrianpillai on the anniversary, 3.12.99.

These two Novices, along with Brother S.A.Fernando
who had come back from Up Country where he had been
employed as the Conductor of some estate & had begun the
Novitiate 9 months earlier formed a happy trio & they made
Father Gautier happier in that he was getting vocations suitable
for the work he could assign them, Brother Fernando as
Superintendent of Mullaitivu Estate, Brother Adrian as
Headmaster & even Director of schools, & Brother John Mary
by his superior practical intelligence solid piety perfect
obedience would make an ideal assistant Novice Master.
Though we are not competent to comment on their Novitiate,
from what we have seen in their late life, we have assumed that
they perfect showed satisfaction to Father Gautier. As soon as
Brother John Mary completed his Novitiate he was made
assistant Novice Master & Manager of the Industrial School
Press. In these capacities Brother John Mary continued for more
than 20 years & it was in these capacities that he was able to
reach perfection in these works that we referred to above.

His devotion to the Blessed Virgin was never dormant;
He instilled this devotion into the hearts of all the Novices. He
taught them that the secret of continence was HUMILITY IN
WORK, DRESS AND FOOD; he taught them that, if choice
was possible, they must select the poorest or the humblest in the
three; above all to make some imperceptible mortification at
each meal. He practiced what he taught. He was always very
sparing in his meals, making pretence of eating — with a fork —
all the time that others were eating their meals. He seems to
have obtained permission from his Director for this
abstemiousness, as the Director was silent when once it was
pointed out at the Chapter of faults. In the midst of his various
activities he was over praying. He is known to have recited
daily the full Rosary of 15 decades. He left nothing undone to

honour his Heavenly Mother & Patroness.
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hands all the scenarios of the Pandal for the St.Joseph’s
Procession each year, & all the sceneries & stage scenes for all
the dramas he made & staged at Colombogam. A dramatist of
no mean order, the plays he made in Tamil are still being staged
in Jaffna. As Manager of the Industrial School at Colombagam
he made all the blocks & illustrations with his own hands for the
books & leaflets he made & printed. He was a photographer of
no mean order. In this he was not more than an amateur. Had
he cultivated any of these as a professional he was sure to attain
a high standard. This was the Brother that was now sent to

Rangoon.

Brother John Mary was born on 15-06-1878 of
respectable & pious parents in the village of Illavalai, which has
provided more vocations to priesthood, Brotherhood &
Sisterhood than any other village in the Jaffna diocese. His
father Lopupillai & his mother for a long time had no children,
made daily visits to Our Lady, & to St.Anne the Patroness of the
Church begging for a child, at least a lame child. After several
years of perseverant prayers & innumerable Rosaries, Brother
John Mary was born. Yes, Brother John Mary could later on
point out his toes, some of which were turned crooked wise, &
claim that he was the child asked for & given by St.Ann.

John Mary the only endowment of the family was
brought up with great care & fostered in tender devotion to the
Blessed Virgin. He grew in it lived & in it. He would take any
amount of pains in her honour, verses hymns booklets like the
Month of May Devotions & Mystories of the Holy Rosary. His
parents had vowed to consecrate him to priesthood. There was
no proper school at Illavalai & his parents would not send him
far away to Jaffna for his education. Hence till the age of 18 he
did not receive a proper Catholic education. After the
elementary education available at Illavalai he had been daily
attending a non Catholic School, Victoria College, Chulipuram.
Now in their tottering old age being reminded of their Vow, they
at last consented to send John to Jaffna, 10 miles away, where
the Seminary & St.Patrick’s College are. As he was already too
old to study for priesthood he was advised by his Confessor, to

hecome a Brother of St Joseph at Colombogam. When he
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But what had all these qualities to do in Rangoon. The
School that the Brothers had taken over was av very big one of
nearly 800 Indian children domiciles or resident in Burma.
Their thirst was study, study for employment, for which there
~ was vast hope in several fields. Father Sellos who had founded
that school had left it in a very prosperous condition & prestige.
He expected that a very good number of professionally qualified
Brothers would arrive there to conduct the schools & fill all the
vacancies o the staff. The two Brothers who had gone over there
in January 1931 to study the work & to take over with the
opening of the school year in May, had been pressing at the
instance of Fr.Sollos, for more & still more qualified ones. But
there were not so many that can be spared, & till the arrival of
the two, nobody in Rangoon knew who were the Brothers
traveling. All the time Father Sellos was anxious to know who
were arriving & he was the first to arrive at the Jotty, to whisk
away the two new arrivals & the other two waiting for them.
Quickly he put all the four into a taxi & asked whether those two
were the ones required to fill the Staff. Brother Manuelpillai
was young enough but he was so shattered by sea sickness &
starvation for the four days that Father Sellos turned his nose &
as for Brother John Mary the old man, or at least older than
Father Sollos himself he did not like even to face him. He was
determined to bid goodbye to the Brothers, & would no more
call at the school, unless asked for.

The School went on & Brother John Mary took up the
teaching of religion & preparation of children for First
Communion. Otherwise he felt that he was not wanted at
Rangoon. He felt sure that God had brought him to Burma for
some purpose & he set about finding it. The manuscript he
presented to the Bishop on Devotion to Mary was not approved
on the ground that it was not suitable to people who blended
Christianity with paganism, by burning candles & camphor to
the Flag of Our Lady, on the opening of the Novenas of
preparation to the Nativity of Our Lady & other such
superstitions. He however spoke to the Parish Priest &
undertook the oil painting on tin sheets of the figure of Christ on

Cross of the Main Altar It proved to be the greatest attraction
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of the Church of St.Anthony’s Ringoon. To be praise for a
painting in a land of exquisite paintings & images goes to the
credit of Brother John Mary. This success lod to other successes.
He was well versed in Western & Eastern Music & Brother
John’s ambition was to blend both & he found that a
harmonious blending was possible. This led to the
composition of the Hymn book that are being used with high
commendation in several Parishes. a similar work by a certain
Father Santiago of South India, & falsified the saying “East is
East,& West is West. & the twain shall never meet™ even in the
field of Music. But the greatest achievement of Brother John
Mary was the passion play which attracted crowds in Rangoon
in 1934 & 1935 & which hit the columns of the press in Burma.
The study of Tamil Prosody that he had learnt from Brother
Saverimuttu helped him in this as it did in the talented
compositions of several devotional lyrics & religious dramas
that were set to Eastern Music. The passion play moved many
to tears of repentance & brought to the Confessional many
lapsed Catholics. Many a Non-Catholic sought to know the
Catholic religion after witnessing this Play.

Most of his plays were miracle plays & Masques of
ancient England & followed the general features of Tamil drama
set in a Catholic atmosphere. Gorgeous & glittering costumes,
several scenes depicting, in addition to the Drop scene, generally
a Palace a Forest the sea & a Street would at the same time
intermingle with the Plot of the drama. “Gnanasoundari”,
“Ratsaniya Lanchanam”, “The Job” & St.John Damascene” are
the well remembered & of staged plays. Later he turned some
of the plays into Catholic Novels. By all these he showed that
he was the most versatile of the Brothers of St.Joseph.

Above all he was a man of God & a Child of Mary
Prayer & penance were his instruments in achieving success in
all his undertakings. With implicit confidence in the protection
of his Heavenly Mother, whose name he had added to his own
name of John at the time of entering religious life he was ever
prepared for death. In 1935 he was called back to Jaffna to
assume duties as Novice Master, after nearly 12 years of
disconnection with the Noviciate. To an ordinary person it

might appear to be a blow to all his ambitions & successes in
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- Rangoon, where he had gained hundreds of admirers after the

- beginning of the passion play. He left every thing & returned to
' Colombegam & assumed duties.

_ It was providential that God separated him from all
- mundane affairs & put him to reassume the very spiritual duties
- with which he started his religious life for some time he was
- complaining of some intestinal troubles, for which he was
- operated on. He succumbed to the operation without a word of
- complaint or sign of sadness. Fortified with the last Sacraments
- he expired the day after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
1 9.12.1937. The Priest who administered the last Sacraments
- remarked, “He was ripe for Heaven”

Bro.S.A.l. MATTHEW,F.C

SOURCE: S.S.J.Archives
The Rangoon — Magazine — Green Book Jaffna Archives
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THE
TUNEOF BOOK

Parochial Hymnal
(Nc w Native Airs)

1B us 56 Br ouienr

Canrud B 3 Bt Hofledr
WG w1 iPus w iy Qo1 |,

Composed, Tuned and Set to Music
By a Brother of the Society of St. Joseph,
Jaffna, Ceylon.

Bro. John Mary, S.S.J

Copyright to the Society of St. Joseph,
JAFENA.
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