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Tha.”na.;

You wiere the best granclpa In the wertd.”

Jou wrre very kind ond Hae...jhkful.rrmuv love ycm!
You dicl a ﬁ?} of things for everyone, You wire
pmum] ond 'jw' m,vu“sof rad aF g

You fouqit vme o lot of aths L will
hever w-as-*' Pne W\Z ou e}t.PIamwl- Frre
P!a.ct mhtf-l—f was enolmjr och,n'-r_nce.'

\;’OM wiere ol szj 3000’- ﬁ«aﬁheﬂ':’

We oot very sadk that Yo are ot Ltk ws
CUNYIMOTre.T 35 Yo So mulhy bwi‘ypu?‘
Marneres will Culin/etiyg Le with me.

T love Yo So pawch Thatha!

FVOM yﬂﬂ.ﬂ" ?odu?\j ?uno’njoh Skﬂmt

Thatha,

You were the best grandpa in the world. You were very kind and thoughtful.
I'really love you. You did a lot of things for everyone. You were always

peaceful and you never got mad at us.

You taught me a lot of maths. 1 never forgot the way you explained me
place values, it was a bonding experience. you were a very good teacher.
We are very sad that you are not with us anymore, | miss you so much, but
your memories will be always with me. [ love you so much Thatha!

from your loving grandson Shyam.
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MY DEAREST FRIEND AND GOOD
SAMARITAN
(Mr.S.M.Mahalingam - Friend, Canada)

When I sat down to pen this piece of appreciation about
my dearest friend Thillai my conscious refused to believe that
Thillai is not amongst us.

[ came to know him while we were in Form [ (grade 6) at
Udupiddy A M College.but became very close friends when we
were in J S C (grade 8).11e was an unassuming character and
would never hurt the feelings of others. What [ appreciated about
Thillai was that whatever he learned in MATHEMATICS and
PHYSICS he mastered them, so that we could approach him to
clear our doubts in these two subjects because of his pleasant
nature to help anyone who approached for help. Even now while I
am in Canada whenever I get struck with any problem in
Mathematics or Physics I used to contact Thillai over the phone
and present the problems to him. He would always solve the
problem cither on the same day or the next day and called me
back.

His moto was to help others and keep them happy. After
left Sri Lanka whenever I came back on holiday I never failed to
visit him and used to have a very long chat. During this chat he
used talk proudly about his Son and the two daughters. I am sure
youall will live up to appa's expectation.

BEMNGHEN - DUDTT &F. HBVENEVUIDLIVD [BlHME) DGV 27



To Rajes I know , Thillai would have loved you dearly and
he will always watch over you, and [ am sure you will find solace
in knowing that you will sec Thillai in your Children.

As a person who has lost a close loved one be assured that
as time passes the loneliness will slowly fade and it will be
replaced by the wonderful memories that made your husband so

special to you and the rest of us.

Finally I wish to quote from Bhagavad Gita for the bereaved
family to take solace

“Why are youcrying?
What did you bring to loose and to mourn?”

Good-bye Thillai. I will miss you dearly.
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The Guru and The Student
(Mr. S.Mathiroban U/A.M.C, A/L. 92 Maths - Senior
Geotechnical Engineer - AMEC Americas [.td.)

Incident 1: Date: 19" March, 2014. Place: Calgary, Alberta,
Canada

Yedu Dayal, a 24 years old enthusiastic, and a determined
student of Tackwondo martial arts institute was test riding his
friend's motorbike. He was so determined to get his black belt in
Tackwondo, a Korecan martial art form. He was so dedicated to
the art that he went to the class 6 days a week, went early to help
his 'Guru' (the Sanskrit word 'Guru' means teacher. but it brings
other supporting adjectives to the meaning such as 'respectable’,
'venerable', 'highly prized' etc. So, let me use the Sanskrit word
'Guru' in lieu of English word 'teacher’) teach Taekwondo to kids.
Then he will learn higher degrees ol Tackwondo, its minute
tactics and techniques from his Guru with obedience and respect.
He is just about to get his black belt in days to come. The
motorbike he was riding got into some pea gravel (spread to keep
give traction in snowy condition), slipped, hit a light post, and
took the life of young Yedu Dayal!!

On the day of his funcral ceremony, his Tackwondo Guru gave a
parting speech on how dedicated. disciplined the student was, and
laid the black belt he aimed for his body. Only the Guru has the
right to do this,

BB - DIDYY F. HEVEMEOUNDLISVID [BlsnME] 106V 63



Incident 2 (from the epic Mahabharatham): Date: 8" 10 9"
century B.C., Place: India

Ekalivan was a young lad born to a lower tribe. but enthusiastic
and determined to master archery and martial art. His
opportunity to learn the art was rejected on the basis of the tribe he
was born.” Being resolute and with the will to master archery, he
went into the [orest and made a statue of Drona the Guru from
whom he sought education. In front of the statute of his Guru, he
began a disciplined program of self-study over years, and became
the master in the field of archery and martial art.

Discipline, determination, and respect to his Guru are all what
student nceds to master in the field of interest. Respect to one's
teacher has the power to bring him to mastery level in the field he
seck mastery.

The above two incidents. happened in two different ages and two
different places, signifies the power of The Teacher (Guru) The
Student relationship.

In the modern era we live, changes in style of teaching and
learning is so dramatic that teacher student relationship is just a
giver receiver relationship. But, 1 had the golden opportunity to
learn and master (to some extent) what I sought under the
teaching of my Guru late Mr. Thillaiyampalam. Thanks to the
civil war of 1980s and 1990s...my school was bombarded and
destroyed, which forced the Advanced L.evel (A/L) students of
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Uduppiddy American Mission College to move to the 'class room'
located in our Guru's house, He had made a hut under a tamarind
tree in his front yard. This hut was the place where lots of
youngsters who had the dream of becoming engineers, scientists,
technicians, and teachers received their fundamentals in
mathematics.

room' located in our Guru's house. He had made a hut under a
tamarind tree in his front yard. This hut was the place where lots
of youngsters who had the dream of becoming engineers,
scientists, technicians, and teachers received their fundamentals
in mathematics.

While students were focused on getting the syllabus completed so
they can do more sums mechanically, our Guru's love of teaching
and love for students was so intense and genuine that he would
take 3 to 4 months to explain the fundamental. Those who
studied from him would remember his classical style of starting
the first day of Purc Mathematics class with the question “what is
this?” showing his index finger. From that, he would continue to
explain commutative, distributive, and associative laws of
mathematics. Apart from mathematics, he would also explain the
difference between 'laws', 'principles’, 'theory', and 'hypothesis'. 1
am sure all those who did their higher education would have
benefited from his teaching of fundamental mathematics which
he imprinted on us like inserting a needle into a banana.

While I was appreciative of his teaching, it took me long time to
recognize his hidden love for his students, and the care he had on
all his students' personal/career life. From the time 1 left
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Uduppiddy in 1996. whenever | visit Uduppiddy. I first visit him,
and update him on my career and personal life. When I visited in
2005 (which was the last visit | made to Uduppiddy) for my
wedding, [ failed to visit due to wedding preparations. With hisill
health. he got aride from someone. visited my house, and waiting
for me till [ returned home that night!! That showed his love and
care he showed on his students.

love and care he showed on his students.

“You have 3 kids. I have 43 kids™ was his answer when his wife
asked him to attend a temple apishegam offcred by his son
Rajkumar. Dodging the family function. he drote 1o Nelliyady
to teach mathematics for his 43 kids.

There arc so many instances 1 can write to illustrate late
Mr. Thillaiyampalam's love of teaching and care on his students.
But, I have to stop here to respect readers' time and the purpose of
this booklet.

Incident 3: Date: 18" March, 2014. Place: Uduppiddy, Sri Lanka

He was so disturbed by a tragic incident that happenced to one of
his student's family. Last couple of days. he couldn't concentrate
on his teaching. and sent students back home in the middle of the
class. He wanted to visit the student's family and console them
for whatever happened. He visited the family. in person to
console the family, and my Guru Mr.Thillaiyampalam's soul
departed the material world.
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Incident 4: Date: 18" March, 2014. Place: Milton, Ontario,
Canada

[t was my daughter Saieshaa's 31" day of birth...a significant day
in child's life as the priest come home, does his rituals, and gives
his blessings to the child. He asked us to get the blessings from all
five elements (earth. water, air, fire, and ether), parents, Gurus,
and lity.

GGods. AsIbring in my mind through all my Gurus and finish the
31* day formalitics, the phone rang to give the parting message of
my Guru Mr. Thillaiyampalam!! May his soul unite with the
eternal, omnipotent, ultimate Reality.

Let me finish my account with the following phrase (translated
from Sanskrit):

“Om, May God protect us both (The Guru and The Student);
May Godnourish us both;

May we work together with energy and vigour;

May our study be enlightening and not give rise to hostility;
Om Peace, Peace, Peace".
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An Everlasting Gratitude to my Guru
(Mr. S.A. Cader - Engineer - Student of Maths Man)

About ten days ago, | went to mect my manager Mr.
Balandran for the approval of a few construction drawings that |
reviewed. At the time he was discussing certain company matters
with another engineer, Ms. Chitra Percra. All of us arc engincers
qualified from the engineering faculty of the University of
Peradeniya.

After I got the drawings stamped, the topic of our
discussion changed to memories of our school days. I told them of
the difficulties I had faced while studying Advanced Level Bio
Science. I had written my Advanced L.evel exams twice, but had
failed Zoology in both attempts. Therefore, I took up teaching
with a firm resolution to not try again for Bio Science. However, |
had a natural aptitude for Mathematics, so [ wanted to change
over into the Math section, which included pure and applied
mathematics, both of which I had never studied in school. | was in
a difficult situation, because I had left school and was by then a
sciencc teacher. The only way to learn everything I missed was to
get tuition.

It was during this time that [ was attending a teacher
training programme at the Training College at Palaly, which is
where [ first met Mr. Thillaiyampalam. After completing the
training program, [ was posted to Zahira College, Gampola. In
Gampola there were no tuition classes available, so [ decided to
go to Kandy for tuition. Due to the short notice, I was only able to
get tuition in pure mathematics. I had never studied Advanced
Level Mathematics, but was attending a class with school
children who already knew the material. It made the subject
difficult for me. Only after wasting the year did I realize the effort
was futile.
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I then heard that Mr. Thillaiyampalam was willing to

come to the Kandy area after completing his training
program. I requested the principal to bring him to Zahira College,
as he was an cxccllent teacher, so the students could benefit from
him. At the same time, I could also get help from him.

When Mr. Thillaiyampalam arrived at the Gampola
Railway Station, I was there to meet him to take him to my room
at Illawatura. He was happy to see me, and when my predicament
became known to him he offered to teach me pure and applied
mathematics so that I could try engineering. I accepted his offer
with reliel and he immediately began teaching me, which was a
daunting task for him, as I had no prior knowledge of the subjects.
I1is classcs would go until 12 or 1 o'clock at night almost daily, as
he worked to teach me the entire syllabus in a short two years.

Out of respect and gratitude, I started calling him Guru
and all our friends followed suit, since then 1 have never called
him by his family name.

On my way to my village Pottuvil for the Advanced Level
exams, I visited his house to inform him of my leave and to ask for
his good wishes. He told me that up until me, he had only taught
students who had already learned mathematics prior to coming to
him. In my case, I had been taught everything exclusively by him,
and he was confident I would succeed. He put in so much effort to
teach me, but did not accept anything in return. I have never met
such a good hearted person inmy life.

When I wrote the Advanced Level exams in 1974, 1

produced the best results in my district of Ampara. With the help
of God, the credit of my success goes to him.
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Bala and Chitra were amazed and impressed by Mr.
Thillaiyampalam's efforts.

It was to my shock that the very next day I received word
from Mr. Thillaiyampalam's family that he had passed away. |
could not control my feelings, and who can explain the
coincidence?

When can I pay back my Guru? My close connection with
his family will, of course, continue. He was one of the best
teachers in Sri Lan'a, known for his successful methods of
teaching. All his stu..ents are doing well in different parts of the
world. Many lecturers, engineers, PhD holders. and graduates are
among them. The present head of the Department of Civil
Engineering at the Faculty of Engineering at Peradeniya is also
his student.

Mr. Thillaiyampalam was honest, duty-conscious,
respected by the entire community, and cherished by his family
and friends. He was a loving father who dedicated his life to his
family, and as a result all his children grew up to be like their
father: good and extremely successful people.

No manis immortal.

He leaves behind a family and community that will
continue to cherish and remember him.
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