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NEELAKANDAN MASTER :
AN EMBODIMENT OF
VIDHIYA DHARMA

Professor S. Srisatkunarajah
Professor in Mathematics &
the Dean of the Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna,

What is “Dharma”? Dharma is, that which
supports existence. Amongst the different dharma,
Vidhiya Dharma(aigwrgiwib) is the supreme one as
vidhiya dharma fosters and promotes Knowledge,
Wisdom and Self-reliance. Neelakandan Master
dedicated his whole professional life, spanning forty
years, for this purposc by imparting and disseminating
knowledge to generations of students at thc
Uduppiddy American Mission College(UAMC).

He hailed from a highly respected family of
Saiva-Tamil tradition. His grandfather late Sivasampu
Pulavar, who is regarded as a great legendary Tamil
Pulavar of Saiva Tradition in Eezham (mpib), inspired
and guided Neelakandan master in Education and
Saivasim. So that, with the assistance of his Guru
Arumuga Upathiyayar. Neclakandan Master was able
to develop deep and profound knowledge in Tamil
Language and Saiva Siddantha while he was young.
Due to this fortunate relationship with the genuine
Guru, Neelankandan Master was deeply convinced to
follow the regulatory principles of Saivasim from
young hood without any illusion. Nowadays it is a rarc
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event to see people holding fast to their religious
doctrines andregulatory principles. Truly.
Neelakandan Master has been a living testimony for
steadfastness in holding high principles and selfless
service with match less qualities of a great personality.
During the tenure of Neelakandan Master at the
UAMC, the school enjoyed a notable growth in
diverse fields and fulfilled its commitment to the
students and Uduppiddy community due to thetireless
and meticulous services of Neelakandan Master and
his colleagues.

I am very fortunate to be associated with
Neelakandan Master during the golden period of Past
Pupil Association (PPA) of UAMC under the abled
leadership of late Professor Alagaiah Thurairajah and
the late Principal Sithamparapillai Master, both of
them were his class mates. Neelankandan Master had
extended his invaluable assistance to the PPA to
sustain the activities of the UAMC when it was
displaced with a manmade burial of all of its buildings
during the Operation Liberation in 1987. I have been
so impressed to witness that Neclakandan Master was
decorated with the many immaculate qualities:
truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, perseverance,
renunciation, peacefulness, simplicity, control of the
senses, equilibrium of the mind, austerity, equality,
forbcarance. placidity, learning, knowledge,
detachment, opulence, chivalry, influence, strength,
memory, independence, tactfulness, patience,
kindheartedness, ingenuity, gentility, determination,
proper execution, steadiness, faithfulness.



respectfulness and lack of false egotism. It was a great
honour for me, as [ was invited by Nellakandan Master
last year (2014) for the publishing ceremony of the
Masterpicce Pirabhanthathiradu ((rugsdlr @) of
his master  “SvasampuPulavar” compiled by
Neelakandan Master's beloved and favorite student
Mr. S.Sutharsan, Lecturer in Tamil, University of
Pcradeniya. It was incredible that Neelakandan master
could recall all the missing songs of the retrieved
collection from the damaged old Palm leaf bundles
whenever Mr. S.Sutharsan was seeking during the
compilation. No wonder his Kula Thievam
(®svGasuwieub) elephant face Thuvali Pillaiyar
(giurshfsirsmsmwni) had blessed Neelakankan Master
with lasting memory for which the elephants are well
known for. Neelakandan Master has always been an
ardent devotee of Lord Murugan. The famous devotee
of Lord Murugan, Arunakirinathar's matchless gift
for us is the Kanthar Anuputhy (8557 Sienid)
which was the last hymns of Arunakirinathar before
departing to God head. Fittingly in a similar manner,
just two weeks before his departure on the Thaipusam
(msinygsb) day, 27" of January 2015, Neelakandan
Anuputhy glorifying the Polikandy Kanthan
consisting of 250 hymns was released at the Polikai
Kanthavanam temple with an able assistance from Mr.
S.Sutharsan. This book will be a treasure for us to
know and relish his expressions on Murugan's
Anuputhy. It is said that “one lit candle can light
thousands of unlit candles”. Through his scholarship,
dedicated service and anuputhy, Neelakandan Master
had been enlightening thousands and thousands of
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students and teachers in their pursuit of knowledge.
Time (smeuib) has the greatest influence of nature on
Human beings. All relationships would be separated
in due course of time. We are sad that Neelakandan
master has now departed with unbearable loss to his
family and the UAMC society.

His beloved children Tharani and Nithi and spouse
late Mrs. Thevakiyammah had been the motivating
force for him to render tireless service to the
community. It was self-evident that all of them were
extending him with much needed love and great care
to this conservative gentleman who led a solitude life
with full of devotion and scholarship.

I feel very proud of his children Nithi and
Tharani and his student Sutharsan, for their efforts and
assistance to Neelakandan master to fulfill his life
time desire to bring out the masterpiece of
Sivasampupulavar as a quality book. People say no
one is indispensable in this world, but the elevated
gentleman like Neelakandan master was an exception
and truly indispensable because in my opinion
Neelakandan master was a manifestation and
embodiment of Vithiya Dharma. May the Almighty
bless his beloved ones with peace and him with eternal
bliss.
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KANKEYAN NEELAKANDAN :
GURU AND S0CIAL WORKER

T.Sangarapillai
Retd. Teacher & His Friend

Kankeyan Neclakandan hails from a revered
Pulavar family at Uduppiddy, SivasambuPulavar the
well known Tamil erudite was his grandfather.
Neelakantan is as epitome of the Pulavar, though he is
not entitled to claim the same level of cxccllence and
recognition as that of the Pulavar, He had the traits of
the Pulavar from his Youth. He grew and developed
his talents and became an eligible grandson of the
Pulavar.

Neelakantan, though short in stature stood tall
at the school and public performances. He was deep
and sincere in his thoughts, words and deeds. He was
orderly systematic, methodical and disciplined his
conduct and manners. His piety and devotion eared the
respect of everyone he came across. He led an
untainted, unblemished pure life. All through he led a
simple, humble and unsophisticated life. His children
bear testimony to his noble qualities. He was never
proud of his acquisitions or achievement. He would,
wherever he was invited for any discourse at any
function, reading accept the invitation, address the
gathering, enlighten them and guide them to lead a
noble, devoted lifc. He was a devout Hindu and a strict
vegetarian. His exemplary life was a role modecl to his



students, friends, relatives. neighbours and to his
village at large.

He was multifaceted and talented. Hec was
inimitable as a husband, father, Guru and social
worker. His noble qualities and deeds are worth being
emulated. He was a proud son of the Uduppiddy soil.
He had his education at Uduppiddy American Mission
College and at the Training college. The U.AM.C is
proud and privileged to have produced such a true
duty conscious and faithful student and teacher. All
through he was very much attached it his school. His
life and soul had been intertwined with the activities
and welfare of the school. He had seen and
experienced the ups and downs of his Alma master,
with fortitude and with the fullest cooperation and
collaboration of the parents and well wishers of the
school, he had rendered Ycoman scrvice to resuscitate
and regain the pristine glory of the school.

His intense love towards language, literature,
religion, philosophy and spiritualism is immense. He
had been keenly interested and engaged in these ficlds
and had done researches review and analyses and had
enlightened the public through various media. The
untiring efforts he had taken to compile and compose
the life and valuable works of SIVASAMBU
PULAVAR deserve special mention and applause.
That particular achievement half would remain for
ever as a hall mark and an indelible reminder to his
benevolent, large hearted devoted service to the
preservation of our age old literature, arts culture.




The accolades, acclaims and honors showered
on Mr.Neelakantan are not an empty boast. Neither
they are voiced to father his soul or his family. They
are tributes paid from the bottom of our hearts to a
genuine soul. Mr.Neelakantan is mo more will us
physically. But in the hearts of hearts of everyone he
moved with, he would remain ever green and un
withered.

He has led a full and fruitful life. On the 317
ceremony of his demise let's reminisce his dedicated
services and pray for his soul to rest in peace and
tranquility.

Thank you all.
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OUR BELOVED TEACHER,
MR K.NEELAKANDAN

Dr T. Vasanthakumar

Canada

It was with deep sadness that we received the
message of the irreparable loss of our beloved teacher,
fondly referred to as ' Neelakandan master' He was a
good friend, disciplined scout master, respected
teacher, a learned poet. helpful to any and everyone,
and above all a devout Hindu. He was a model to the
younger generation and upon whose kindness we
could all depend.

Thiruvalluvar, says so poignantly in his
seminal work '"Thirukkural': “Whether a person, on his
death, 1s worthy of our remembrance is determined
only by the image he leaves behind and not by the
wealth he has amassed in his lifetime).” Chapter 12,
Verse 114. This is a sagely insight indeed into human
aspirations. All of us will agree that our Neelakandan
master stands out like a giant amongst ordinary
mortals. As a teacher he was loved by one and all.
Such was his skill at imparting knowledge to the next
generation and moulding the minds of young children,
that even the Herculean task of teaching the English
language to children who hardly spoke the language
outside the classroom, could not deter him from
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shining as an excellent teacher. He carried out his
duties with such pleasurc and deceptive case that
many of us were moved to love the English language.
He was a strict scout master. I guess that no scout
escaped his correctional methods, though painful, yet
loved him for his true love and concern for the
wellbeing ofhis students.

We. his students, are immenscly proud to have had
him as our teacher. The inordinately high numbers of
us who occupy high positions in various fields now,
owe our achicvement greatly to the firm foundation he
laid during our school days.

It is truc that he is no longer with us; but fond
memories and the invaluable knowledge he imparted
to us will continue to be with us. Words may fail to
describe adequately this gem of a person, but suffice to
say that he would be missed very dearly not only by
members of his immediate family but also by
countless students like me.
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OUR TEACHER
NEELAKANDAN MASTER

. A Thavakumar, T.Uthayakumar
AMC - PP- UK

Mr K Neelakandan was known to us as our
teacher Neelakandan master. We are saddened to hear
that Neelakandan master has passed away and we
would like to express our condolences to his family
and friends.

We would like to take this moment to reflect
and commemorate Neelakandan master on his
involvement with our School and community
activities. He was not only a teacher with AMC but
also was one of the past pupils of our School. He took
extra interest and played an active role in the
development of the School in all arcas. When our
school was bombed and reduced to rubble, he was one
of the team members who supported the principle to
maintain and rebuild the school. Alongside his class
mate, late Professor Thurairajah of AMC PPA,
Neelakandan master worked hard to put up a
temporary shed in “Sanmuka Veddai” (our football
and athletic ground) and helped the students to
continue with their studies. e was in the Scouts squad
with Selvanajagam master and Sanmugasundram
master; leading our School Scouts cadets to win



competitions in the regional and national levels. Also,
his participation in guiding our School Scouts group
on crowd control in “Sanathi Kovil Thiruvilla™ was an
example of his exemplary community involvement.
Another contribution was towards the annual
“Sarasvathi Poosai”. We could remember him running
around to meet participants to organise debates and
other events.

Finally, we will not forget Neelakandan
master's English class. He would ask cach and every
student to stand up and recite the spelling for random
words. We can still remember when some of us were
not able to spell words like “Vegetable*(Vg...tabl....)
correctly and would be punished for it with his strong
needle “pinch”. We would scream like anything. The
punishment was even more severe - with cane - if we
did not get it correct in the next class. It makes us laugh
now, after we realized how beneficial it had been when
we were doing our professional studies in the UK. We
still tell our own children of the amazing experiences
we had with him.

His departure is certainly a loss to our School and to
our community.
We pray that his soul rest in peace.
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CLASSMATE,
CO- TEACHER
6OOD FAMILY FRIEND

Mr.R.Ponnambalam
(R.P.Master)

We joined school in 1946 when Mr K, T,John
was our principal, Mr S.S.Sellathurai our vice
principal. The tutorial staffs were excellent. There
were some lady teachers also, 3 of them were my
relations. The medium was entirely English. The
discipline was very good. To mention a few devoted
tecachers 1 like, Mr.V.R.Rajaratnam,
Muthuarulanantham, Robert Navaratnam, Richard
Subramaniam, V.Sivapragasam, C.Kanapathipillai
from Allvai, S.S.Kanapathipillai, pandit S.Velupillai,
N.R.Balasingam, Lecela wamse and Ragavan and
many others.

Later when we were in the SSC, Mr Sellathurai
was our primcipal and Robert Navaratnam was our
deputy. The staff consisted of very good teachers like
Mr K.Mathew. K.C.Jacob and T.Abraham from
Kerala. To mention a few classmate like former VC
Prof.A.Thurairajah, Mr.V.Raja from Valvetti.
Mrs.C.Sankarakumaran, Mrs.R.Baskarasingam,
Mr.A.Jeyaraja, Mr.A Nesadurai, Mr.P.Velupillai,
Mr.K.Murugesu, Mr.T.Aboorvasingham, Mr
Krishnapillai and many others Neelakandan got
through the SSC in the first try with all credits.
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Then he joined Point Pedro Hartely College,
one of the best schools in the island, to do our
A/ls.Neelakandan did arts and entered thc Palali
training college when Mr.S.Kanadaswamy was the
principal from Puloli and studied under good lectures
like Mr.K.Nadaraja, Mr.S.Mahasen from Puloly amd
Mr.V.Kandasamy from karaveddy. After completing
his training college course, he joined schools to teach.
Then je got a transfer to Uduppiddy A.M.College. 1
entered the Ceylon University and graduated in
science. Mr.Sellathurai, who was my chemistry and
mathematics teacher, gave me an appointment as an
assistant teacher to teach physics and mathematics for
O/Ls and A/Ls. As such we were co-teachers also. He
is very religious, being the grandson of
Sivasambupulavar. He named his house as Pulavar
illam™,

He married his cousin Devaki, daughter of
Pasupathi. He was blessed with a son Nithiananthan
and a daughter Tharani. They are abroad and
employed. Tharani is married. His house is a walking
distance from the pillayar temple. which he visits
before going to school. The children had their nursery
education in a Montessori school run by Pastor
E.D.Rajaratnam's daughter. My daughter also studies
there.

Necelakandan was associated with
Kandamurugesanar of Puloli. Unfortunately, his sister
in- law's husband Thillaiambalam, a famous maths
teacher and former principal of our school, passed
away about 10 months back. He was my neighbor at
Karanavai and a good friend of mine.



He was an excellent English teacher and scout
master who worked under Mr.K.Selvanayagam,
biology teacher and a contempory of mine in the
university . our decpest sympathies to Nithi, Tharani
and family, Sinnakunju, his sister-in-law
(Mrs.Thillaiambalam), and rest. Let us pray for him so
that his soul will in peace with lord SIVA.
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TRIBUTE TO A TRUE SAIVITE

Kiruppalini Kandavanam

Firstly | am indeed very honoured to be given
an opportunity to write a few words about
Neelankandan Annay who was more than a brother to

me.

I first met him way back in 1977 when | made
my first trip to Sr1 Lanka or Ceylon as it was known
than with my late father Mr Kandavanam Muthusamy.
My first impression of Annay was a very strict, and a
stern disciplinarian who always seems to be talking
about Hinduism and its greatness. | was not wrong
though, he was a great Saivite to say the least and in
many ways, over the years, was responsible for
grooming and developing my spiritual growth and
understanding of Hinduism. I used to talk to him about
many maltters sometimes religious, sometimes
personnel and he always seemed to have an answer to
these questions and put my mind at ease, that was
Annay, a wonderful loving brother but who also
became a good friend to me in his later years.

His demise is indeed a very great loss not only
to me but all members of the Kandavanam family who



will eternally be grateful to Annay for being there at
most occasions in Malaysia and being the link between
Sri Lanka and Malaysia for all of us. | am truly going to
miss you Annay!

Annay realising my ignorance of the rclatives
in Sri Lanka, decided to write a family tree tracing the
relatives to the roots way back to Pundit
Punniyamorthy and Komalam, covering almost four
gencrations. A book I cherish and keep till today.

In this family tree Annay mentions and writes a
note of the great Sivasambu Pulavar, whom he
describes as a poet laureate. To me Neclakandan
Annay was also a great man. He was larger than life, as
his interest and commitments extended beyond family
and into Society as a whole.Just as SivasambuPulavar
was a smart man I beliel Annay was also a great man in
many ways and will always be remembered as such by
me and [ believe many others. God Bless you!

Honestly I cannot find the exact words to
describe my beloved brother and his greatness. The
Kandavanam family prays that this true Saivite soul
will rest in everlasting peace and serenity.

Om Nama Sivaya!
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A GREAT POET

Vallipuranthan and Sakuntala

The late Mr. K Neelakandan is the great
grandson of the famous poet Sivasambu. He was a
leader at his Uduppiddy American mission school.
His knowledge and command of both Tamil and
English languages earned him high respect among the
students as well as the teachers. Hence he was given
the opportunity in teaching both languages. He is a
devoted Hindu and made it a practice to visit and pray
at three Temples in the mornings and evenings every
day.

By virtue of his poetic knowledge he became very
popular in the locality. and among the religious
society.

In the year 1962 he was wedded to my sister
and led a happy life. Unfortunately 10 years ago, my
sister passed away. In a few years time his health
started to fail and he became a dependent person
Fortunately his own sister and one of my sister and her
daughter. took charge of taking care of him in a very
dedicated manner. However the passage of age and
failing health took a toll and he passed away a few
months before he reached his 85th birthday.

[ wish and pray that his soul rests in peace.
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