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MARHOOM M. M. M. YOOSUF MEMORIAL

SOUVENIR

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

of

KL/ Welipenna M. M. Vidyalaya, Welipenna

Magazine Committee

Mr. M. S. MOHAMED (President)
Mr. M. T. M. AKRAM (Secretary)
Mr. A. H. M. ATHTHAS (Treasurer)
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Committee Members
Mr. A. C. M. ANVERDEEN
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Mr. M. M. M. Yoosuf
The Pioneer Principal of the Welipenna M_uslim Vidyalaya

With the advent of the Bandaranayake regime, in 1956, the Tamil medium
schools for Muslim children took a new turn. They were reorganized as Muslim
Educational Institutions that they deserved to be.

Tamil Head Masters and the assistants were replaced by Muslim Heads and
assistant teachers. Islam, Islamic culture and the study of Arabic gained the due
prominence in the school curriculum. In this light of affairs, Mr. M. M. M. Yoosuf
was appointed the first ever Muslim Head Master of the, then little known, Tamil
school at Welipenna.

The school at that time was held in a flood damaged building in the
lowlying land on the bank of the Welipenna river. The regretful state of the school
was brought to my knowledge and I had the opportunity of helping Mr. Yoosuf
and the P. T. A. to shift the school to the present site.

Under the able guidance of the experienced Muslim educationlist, Mr.
Yoosuf, the school imbibed the spirit and the atmosphere of a real Muslim educa-
tional institution. Parents who used to send their sons to schools at Dharga Town
or Beruwala placed their confidence in Mr. Yoosuf and his co - operative and devo-
ted staff and brought their sons back to the local school. Now the Muslim parents
were prepared to send their daughters too, to the newly reorganized school,

With those admissions the number on roll increased swifily I was compelled
to put up additional buildings in the new site. to accommodate them A science
room sufficiently equipped, moderate Play Field with the space availble in the now
premises and the minimum libiary facilities had to be provided More and more
Sinhala and English assistants had to be appointed.

The Welipenna Muslim Vidyalaya became a popular Muslim Educational
Institution and also a pleasant civic centre for all public activities in the area. Mr.
Yoosuf was not satisfied with all that. He was determined to see that the only
Muslim school in the Matugama electorate was up graded to the only Muslim Maha
Vidyalaya in the electorate worthy of its name.

He was not very far from achieving his aim and ambition when circumstance,
in the wake of time, necessasitated him to wish Good-Bye to the school and hence
to the teaching profession, too.

The past and present students, the past and present teachers and the parents
of all times are today commemorating the first anniversary since his passing away.

Let us all lovingly remember him as a rare specimen of the Noble Muslim Brother
hood.

Daya T. Pasqual
(M.P. for Matugama, 1956 - 1977)
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-~ MR. YOOSUF—MAN OF PRINCIPLE

He is a Diamond. He is a man of farsight. He is clear as Crystal in making
decision. Steadfast in carrying out what is decided - what may come. He forgives
-but -never forgets. ' :

Born to a very good family of Marikar's in Beruwela, The youngest in the
family of six. i

In the forties when Muslims never thoughts of Secular Education. His parents
thought it fit to educate at least one of their sons. Thus Mr. Yoosuf became a
teacher in 1942. He got himself trained at Alutgama Muslim Training College (1945-
1947). This the first Muslim Training College established in the Island by the initiative
of our Most Revered Muslim Leader Al-Hadj Sir Razik Fareed and by the Gift of
Land (2 Acres) by Al-Hadj I. L. M Mahmoodu of Alutgama. by the then Hon.
Minister of Education C. W. W. Kannangara (Father of Free Education) in 1942.

He got his first promotion as Grade I1 Head Masterin 1952, The Second
promotion in 1958 as Grade In Head Master.

He got married to one M. L. Habusa Umma from one of the most respected
families in Welipenna.

She is a very serehe quite understanding lady. Her grace helped Mr. Yoosuf
immensely Their life was a very happy one. He lives five children, Two boys and
three girls. and son in law Mr. M. § M. Liyaudeen. Their eldest son Mr. Fouzul
Ameer, after passing the G.C.E.(O/L) Examination, got in to business to maintain
the family tradition. The second son is in the University. Daughters studied up to
.G. C. E. (O/L) and became good House wife’s as Muslim custom and -Culture
requires, We muslims believe that the place of women is the House-hold and their
most sacred duty is to maintain the house and to bring up the children with out
delegation to servants.

His marriage brought him to Welipenna ~ Thus he became the Head of
‘Welipenna Muslim Vidyalaya in 1957, then a Junior School sighted by the side of
the River Bank flooded by every rain. His first duty was to shift the sight of the
school. . Al-Hadj Sir Razik Fareed, Hon. Daya T. Pasqual M. P. for Matugama,
and his Brother-in-Law Mr.. Abdulla, Vice Chairman Village Committee, Welipenna,
Horawala, appealed to Hon. W. Dahanayake then Minister of Education and M., P.
for Galle.

Two acres of land was granted by the Main Road and school building was
constructed. Now the problem of closing school for the flood and rain was solved.
Senior Classes were started and students started passing out qualified. A scout Troop
was started with thirty boys in 1974.

This shaked the vested interest and they were marking time, fortunately or
un fortunately in 1965 the Government changed and he was transfered out to
Veyangalla.



Thus his Hijjarath started, I must say that “he was on Political Exile (1967-
1970). By the grace of Al-Mighty Allah ‘“‘the wind changed and he was back in
his Desk™ by the grateful, Matured, well Mannered seasoned, and e'der Politician
of the Kalutara District and the Island, M. P. for Matugama, Hon. Daya T. Pasqual.
(from 1956-1977).

Mr. Yoosuf in the foot-step of the Holy Prophet Mohamed (On whom be
Peace) never took vengeance but started serving the people of Welipenna.

Thus came up the second school building-1973, the Science Laboratory-1974
and the Play Ground-1975 with the backing of two brothers Hon. Daya T. Pasqual
and Apanda Pasqual the Director of Education, Kalutara. Al-Hadj Badi uddin
Mahmud Minister of Education on the Recommendation of the M. P gave the necessary
funds from his special vote (Rs. 25,000/-) Play Ground was done by the M. P.’s
funds. The Science Laboratory was built with ths help of Al-Hadj M.I. M. Naleem
JP, Al-Hadj Abdul Caffoor, J.P.,, Al-Hadj C.L.M. Abdul Hassan J.P., Al-Hadj
Thaha of Chinafort, Al-Hadj Abdulla of Kalutara and Al-Hadj Mansoor Hashim
of Dharga Town.

Beruwela Lion’s Club President, Al-Hadj M. A. Bakeer Makar, (First M. P, for
Beruwela-Former Speaker-Presently Minister with out Portfolio) too helped us by
coming out of the area. The Education Department supplied the necessary timber
for the roof. Welipenna is ever gra‘eful to all ths donors and helpers.

Students qualified for A/L Science. These students Mohamed Lafir and Mohamed
Mubarak were given scholaerships by Mr. S. L. M. Shafie Marikar, former Principal,
Zahira College, Colombo, this helped them to continue their higher studies. Thanks
to Mrs. Vellupillai and Mrs. Namees Principal. Alutgamweediya Central College for
accomadating. Miss Fatima Becbi, Sithy Makecha, Fathima Zahira and Inul Fouziya.

‘““Enemies never Sleep”. The 1977 election changed the Destiny of Welipenna.
one of the most talented student Rewathan was given a Red Certificate. One of
our staff Mr. Jamaldecen of Kalmunai was assaulted and interdicted. He was saved
from Dismissal by M. P. Kalmunai and District Minister for Mulaitivu Hon. Mohamed
Mansoor. Out of staff of 18-14 were transfered out. Mr. Yoosuf who on his second
extension was transfered to Badulla. The school and education ruined.

The poor down trodden masses realised their folly in supporting the local
politician it was too late ““A golden ers in the History of Welipenna was doomed’
Mr. Yoosuf retired with out going to Badulla. He lead a calm and quicte Retiredlife
Serving his people as President Welipenna Muslim Welfare Society,

He passed on 13th July 1985 Ina- Lillahi- Wa ina - Illahi Rajioon.
“Pray Allah to Bless us and Guide us all along the Right Path"

AL-HADJ A. J. M- HANIFFA MARIKAR,
Former Hon. Secretary,

Parent Teachers Association,

Welipenna Muslim Vidyalaya, Welipenna.
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