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Letter From The Hditor :

THE GENTLEMAN ON THE COVER this weeld does not know the meaning
of the word “holiday"”. He works 'n his fields every day of tha year, He
will work with a smile until he drops dead. Twice, in his lifs, he has icined
a pilgrim party—and on each cccasior: he was out for a week.. He has never
heard of casual or medical leave. But there are privileged persons in thig
country who work only about 187 of the 365 days for which they are paid,
And even then they do not do an eight hour’s worth of work. Over the
years, Tribune has poipted out that the number of holiaays are far too many
in Sri Lanka and unless the number was cut down the country will continue
to wallow in the mire of stagnation. No Minister or MP of the last govern-
ment had the guts to say that holidays should be cut drastically and that
people should work harder. It is, therefore, most rafreshing, to find
Presidert Jayawardene and Prime Minister Premadasa calling on people to
work harder—if any advance is to b2 registered on the economic front. In
the course of his address to the Central Advisory Council of the Community
Centre Movement on June 30, Mr. Premadasa stated. “We must have
leisure and holidays, it is true, but in Sri Lanka we work virtually only e\'éry
other day. Look at China although calling itself a socialist country, thay
have orly seven holidays a year........ Evervone should have the right to
employment, but once emploved the output must be eight hours’ work
for eight hours’ pay........ . He also drew attention to the need to
safeguarc public property from wanten damage and misuse. “If this country
is to make apy appreciable advance, towards prosperity, salvation lay in
popular participation in the governmart and adminpistration........ 2
{Daily Mirror, 1/7/78). The Paily News report, 1/7[78 stated: “Whatever
opposition we may escounter politically, a concerted effort must be made
to change the existing holiday system of cur country. As it is, out of the
365 days of the year every other day is 2 holiday. Qur public officers, when
entrusted with some work, the first thing they worry about is whether it
is a holiday, not how best they could accomplish the work. We should
ba ashamed of ourselves at the waste of finances and resourcess brought about
by our own negligence of national duty towards our country........ our
people still tended to think in terms of bendags and slavery. It was thirty
years since our country achieved full indepenaence and a change in thinking
is now very necessary. The people still thougnt that the government is a
separate institution and there is nothiag for them to do other than elect
a new government into power and reject an existing one. They were just
enlockers. People should participate in government not only in the
interest of others, but also in their own iy terests. That could be achieved
not by just preaching, but by practising what was preached.......... "
Repeatedly in more than cne spesch, President Jayawardene, too, has
stressed the need for hard work. It is not enough for the President and
the Prime Minister to make speeches about holidays and work—at least it
is a good beginrning—but they must see that work is done. Today, no werk
is done in any government from Friday to Monday. It is a three day week
of only three hours work each day. In many public sector corporations it
is 2 permanent go-slow. Excuses are many — the most popular being
“political interference” and lack of “job satisfaction”—but these excuses
must be eliminated in the same way that unnecessary holidays are done
away with. As a first step, the country should revert to the six-day week.
Many religious holidays could, in the first instance, be made applicable
only to the denominations concerned. It may be wise to touch the Poya Day
holidays last but when people get into a2 meod for work--they will not mind
the total elimination of all but a few holidays. As we go to press we learn
that the President has called upon the Ministers to reduce the num-
ber of holidays and have at laest 250 working days & year. :I'his can
be only a beginning—we must have®at least 280 to 285 working days.
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EDITOR'S  NOTEBOOK
One Year After—1

"IN A WEEK FROM TODAY, the
! Dharmista Government of 1. R.
Jayewardene will be one year 2ld.
As there is so much to write about
the government—and some of
its acts of commission and omission
—we begin our analytical and in-
terpretative review of this year
 from this issue, and we will carry
it over for a few more issues.

The keynote guideline from
the Government's point of view
. was set out by the President in his
address to the Parliamentary Group
on Tuesday, luly 4, 1978. The Daily
News and the Daily Mirror on luly
5 published reports of what the
President had told the Group. The
Sun did not carry any report, pro-
bably because . reporters are not
' officially allowed to attend these
meetings—in the past, the Chief
Government  Whip issued a
commupique if the matters dis-
cussed were considered important
“enough for such an official news
releasse. On this occasion, the
Dail+ News had a front-page eight
column banner headline PLANNING
IS OVER, NOW FOR ACTION;
PRESIDENT....‘WE SHOULD ALL
WORK WITH A WILL AND DE-
VOTION TO DUTY. WORLD
'SUPPORT FOR  DEVELOPMENT
ASSURED.

“The foundation has been laid
for a bright future for the people
of Sri Lanka. We should all now
work with a will and greater de-
votion in the coming Yyear, Presi-
dent ). R. layewardene told the
Governpment Parliamentary Group
which met at President's House
yesterday.  During the past 12
months the Government prepared
‘its plans for the country’s deve-
lopment. The Government Was

. _TRIBUNE, fuly [5, 1978

able to receive copsiderable aid
from other countries. as never
before because of its commendable,
blueprint for reconstruction. The
President said the lack of machi-
nery and equipment was a handicap
to development. A survey of eauip-
ment and machinery available for
the Maduru Oya Scheme had re-
vealed that opnly 2 few old tractors,
and two buli dozers, brought by
tha pravious goverpment were at
hand for use. The country's ports
and airports designed about 15 to
20 years ago did not cater any more
to the needs +f the present day.
The Japanese Governmeut had pro-
mised to give u3 aid to the value
of R:. 500 million to develop the
Colombo Port and the Canadian
Government had agreed to improve
the Katunayake airport.  When
this Government decided to acce-
lerate the Mahaveli Proiect and
comnlete it in 6, years ahead of its
originally estimated period of 30
years, some expressed concern.
But, because of the Government’s
enthusiasm, devotion and ~ honest
effort, the World ‘Bank and other
monetary institutions agreed to
grant aid without any hesitation.
If we are to speak in terms of lakhs,
this aid amounts to 120,000 lakhs,
he said.

“All planning relating to the
Mahaveli Scheme had been con-
cluded and steps had now been
taken towards the successful com-
pletion of the scheme, within the
next five years. Under this scheme,
Maauru Oya, Kothmale, Victoria
and Madurugala reservoir projects
could also be inaugurated, with
the Maduru Oya project next
month. There would be a com-
plete revolution in the economy
of Sri Llanka once the Free
Trade Zone, the Mahaveli Deve-
lopment Scheme the Greater Col-
ombo Ecoriomic Commission,
and the scheme to develop towns
on the outskirts of Colombo get
going. The government would

One Year After—I

then be able to fulfil all its elec-

tion pledges given to the peaople

by providing them employment,

and by bringing down the cost of

living. The FPresident said-working

the Free Trade Zone would com-

mence within a few days, and be-

fore the end of the year two pew
fully equipped factories would be
set up. He was happy that initial
requirements for a colossal pro-
ject like the FTZ such as the sup-
ply of electricity, wadter, commu-
nication and other amenities could
have been met with within the
short spell of seven months. The
President stressed . the need to
maintain a high standard of dis-
cipline in the country if the nation
was to he led along a moral path.
He was fully aware of the high cost
of living in the country. This could
perhaps be due to the various mea-
sures adopted by the government
in developing the country’s ecoromy.
Despite the fact that the govern-
ment spent Rs. 25,000 leihs an-
nually to import essential items of
food such as rice and flour, the con-
sumer had to spend a higher gprice
for these items becaquse of unsatis-
fa-tor: transprrt and di-tributicn.

“*Referring to the land peclicy of
the government the President said
that with the takeover of the ad-
ministration of all State land by
the Ministry of Lands, Janawasa
and Usawasama would no longer
be in existence. The President
said that in order to improve the
conditions of hospitals in Colombo,
Dr. Ranjith Atapattu had been ap-
pointed a Minister outside the
Cabinet of Ministers to be in charge
of the Colombo hospitals. He
had to take this step to improve
the conditions of hospitals which
had deteriorated to such an extent
that instances of patients stealing
pillow cases and bed-sheets had
been reported to him. Restriction
of the aumber of visitors to hos-
pitals would also haye to be im-
posed as the wards were se con-

2

i



One Year After—I

doctors

fested with visitors that
Could not attend on patients..
This important statement of the
President was followed by two sig-
nificant  pronouncements by the
Minister of Finance, Ronnie de
Mel on the question of the money
being assured for development. He
had also stated that this was Sri
Lanka's last chance to make good.
The Daily Mirror of July 5 repcrtad:
“ This is Sri Lanka's last chance for
rapid progress which will en.ure
a better tomorrow while main-
taining Parliamentary democricy.
We will not get anather chance.
So said the Minister of Finance
and Planning, Mr. Ronnie de Mel
when he addressed the Institute
cf Supply and Materials Manage-
ment at their annual dinner held
at Hotel Taprobane on Manday
(3/7/78) night. Mr. de ‘Mel said:
‘In 1947, when we attained pnli-
tical independence, Sri Lanka was
considered one of the best in Asia.
We had complete peace and stabi-
lity whan every country around us
was in turbulence. India and Pakis-
tan were torn asunder and mil-
lions of people were killed in com-
munal disturbances. Singapore was
in ashes. Hong Kong and the Philip-
pines were devastated. Sri Lanka
was an oasis of peace and stability
in this part of Asia. Despite the
high level of literacy rate of its
people and the best of adminis-
trators Sri Lanka did not develop
during the past thirty years while
all our neighbours developed their
economies rapidly. The chief rea-
sons for the failure to develop
the country was economic mis-
management. For this, both the
private and public sectors are to
be blamed’. Mr. de Mel added
this government has already taken
steps to put the country on the
right course to economic recovery
speedily with a view to increase
economic growth and thus solve
unemployment. We are now mov-
ing away from consumption ex-
penditure and subsidies to large-
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Scale investment and growth with =

a view to generating more em-
ployment. All these years we have
been living on too much of hand-
outs and give-aways. Now we
are revitalising the economy. The
Minister said that Sri Lapla re-
quired Rs. 6,000 million annually
to maintain the transport service,
the plaptation sector and the health
services and run the private apd
public industrial sectors etc.
Apart from this another Rs. 20,000
million would be required for the
Mahaweli scheme. This was the
biggest project of the country
and required 200 times the capital
needed for the Gal Ova scheme.
Three new development schemes—
the Investment Promotion Zone,
Greater Colombo Economic
Commission and the Housing Sche-
mes—would geperate over 1.5
million jobs for young men and
women. Referring to the foreign
cost of the Mahaweli project the
Minister said that the country
needed Rs. 12,000 million in fore-
ign exchange for the completion
of the project. The balance was
in rupees and this sum should be
mobilized locally. Mr. de Mel
said In order to mobilize local
resources, he had to resort to
financial strategy ard if as the
Finance Minister he increased the
taxes or interest rates he did not
want them to squeal. Develop-
ment brought in its wake many
other problems. The Government
was faced with many problems
and dillemmas. How are we to
maintain social justice! Where are
we going to find funds? How are
we going to craate an era of rapid
development apd growth without
money? If we find monev, how
are we going to solve the problem
without inflation? Problems within
problems. Dilemmas within Di-
lemmas. When we pump so much
money into the economy, then
the inflationary pressure will build
up. He had to guard against in-
flationary pressures.”

The Daily News of luly 6 had a
Six column banner headline THE
CHOICE IS JOBS OR SUBW-
DIES: REMOVAL OF FOOD
SUBSIDIES MEANS EMPLOYMENT
FOR 100,000 MORE and the re-
port read: “Finance Minister Mr.,
Ronnie de Mel said yesterday that
the time had come for the people
of Sri Lanka to take the hard deci-
sion as to whcther they should
continue to receive food subsidies
or whether the more urgent prob-
lems of upemployment should be
resolved. Assessing the magnitude
of the issue, Mr. de Mel s2id the
removal of the food subsidy of
Rs. 2,500 million would mean pro-
viding employment to at least a
100,000 persons. Mr. de Mel was
speaking at the Moor’s Islamic
Cultural Home on ‘Our strategy
for development’. The finding of a
solution to the country’s econo-
mic problems had been given the
highest priority by the Govern-
ment. The unemployment prob-
lem was the prime concern of us
all. The main projects proposed
for solving the protlem were the
accelerated Mahaveli Project, the
Free Trade Zone and the Greater
Colombo Economic Commisson.
The Mipister said the probilem
before the government was to re-
vive and resuscitate the economy
which had been brought to a state
of collapse by the previous gov-
ernment after seven years of family
rule. Vhen Sri Lanka geined in-
dependence in 1948 she had all
the ingredients for ecopnomic
growth ana economic stability and
Sri Lanka was an oasis. But what
followed was a sorry tale and Sri
Lanka was lagging behind except
in one sphete namely social justice
and social welfare. The present
government came into power at
a crucial time in the history of the
country. We were at that time
in the midst of turmoil and ins-
tability politically and ecopomi-
cally.  Tea, rubber and cogonut
were in the doldrums and traps-
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port services were in shambles.

Quick decisions had to be taken.
During the past six menths & fair
smount of work had been done
and for the first time the country
had one of the most successful
paddy harvests on record. The
government Wwas negotiating to ex=
nort 100,000 tons of rice. The coun-
try continues to import fmerican
flour ot Rs. 2 per pound and sell it
at 80 cents. The tragedy, he said
was that we had 500,000 tons of
vice on our hands and did not know
what to do with it. Sri ianka pro-
duced and sold rice at Rs. 2 less
than the world market price. The
foupdation for the new economy
had been launched with various
projects such as the Greater Col-
ombo Development Scheme, the
Free Trade Zone and so on being
established.  Already aid to the
tune of Rs. 6000 million had been
received for development pro-
jects and the government had em-
barked on a two pronged attack.
We should see that too much
money was not pumped into the
sconomy since this would give rise
to inflationary pressure. That was
+he dilemma of the Finance Minis-
ter. Donor countries did not like
giving aid for consumption. Their
argument was that aid was given
for development not consumption.
We have received Rs. 12000 million
aid in all. We cannot depend on
aid alone. We have to learn to
rely on our own efforts and re-
sources. The obtaining of aid hurts
our national character. The stu-
pendous task ahead is|to pull the
country up by its bootstraps and
cat it on the path of economic
growth znd developmf‘nt."
The President in many of his
recent speeches had stressed
that prices were high and
that they were rising because
of steps the Government had
tzken to resuscitate the eco-
nemy. He said that inflation
could be contained and the
situation improv oonlyed by
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filler employmentand grester
production which would mcke
it possihle to pay higher
wages. Until this happy situ-
ation was reached, the Presi-
dent had only a few pallia-
tives—a bask:t of still hard-

to-get items like canned
fish, tinned milk, condi-
ments like corriander etc.

on a household cavd.

This basket of goods was
poor + consclation—for not
everybody in the lower in-
come brackets couid afford
the Rs. 37 odd for the 3 tias
of Plaza fish, 2 tins of Milk,
part of a packet of foreign
imperted safety matches
and a few ounces of diffe-
rent condimenis. To those
who have money to invest
in this basket of joods, it is
certainly worthwhile—on the
open (black) market they will
cost considerably more. In
fact, this scheme will feed
the blackmarket but it
sannot be helpful.

But fish, meat, fowl and eggs
have become prohibitively ex-
pensive if one can get them 2t
all. Onpce again, the palliative of
imported meat—ranging from Rs.
I1/- to 15/~ per pound—is being
held out as a sop. In fact, the vigi-
lance on the part of the ' govern-
ment %t keep prices down was
stressed when it was mentioned
that CWE was importing 500 tons
(or is it 300 tons?) of broiler chicken
from China to be sold around Rs.
8/- a Ib. to induce the importers
of Americap Chicken to bring
their prices down.

Such futile exercises on the part
of the CWE is pot lilzely to improve
the ways of the capitalists nor
will imports by private importers
from the USA or the CWE help to
develop the local broiler industry.
It is clear from the import policy
now being pursued that some of
our economic pundits want to
equale lacal products with the

One year after—I|

best interpatiopally available ip
guality and price—and the onmly
outcome will be that local prices
will be artificially pushed up for
the benefit of the retailer and the
middlemen and not the produccr.
All the ministerial tall of protecting
the local producer is only poppy-
cock.

All this shadow boxing to im-
plement the IMF/IBRD/ADE spon-
sored ecopnomic plans will scon
fade inte the darkness of the gal-
loping inflation that has already
begun to submerge this couptry.
To keep its pledges with the Tri-
lateral-inspired IMF, Sri Lanka
has by this month to effect drastic
cuts in the susidies=Tribune
has written about this often. The
IMF had insisted that apart from
food subsitiss, the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment musr cut down the sub-
sidies on (a) Transport—especially
the CTB; (b) the Milk Board, (c) the
Petroleum Corporation and (d) the
Fertiliser Corporation.

Bus fares have already been
“stapdardised” at a higher level.
“Luxury” traip travel is costlier
for those who pay cash—the value
of the warrants of the privileged
public servants seems to go Uup
with each increase of the levies on
the cash paying passenger. The
price of fertiliser will be up anc-
ther 25%, but there is another
509, of the subsidies to go. Many
of the products handled
by the Milk Board cost more—all
except Lakspray for infants on 2
special card. The Petroleum Cor-
poration has not been touched
so far as petrol, kerosene and diese!
are concerned, but the prices of

lubricants, agro-chemicals ~ and
the like have been moved up
slowly.

Not all the stealthy increases of
prices have gone unnoticed. Take
the case of cement: 10 kgs. or 22.5
Ibs. were reduced from each bag
(formerly 50 kgs. or 112 Ibs. whilst
the price was kept the same. There
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One Year After-|

was 2 justifiable furore in the NSA
on luly &, and the governmental
answers were neither convincing
nor valid. It was a case of being
caught with the pants  downp.
The prices of practically
all commedities have gone
up—bread, flour, matches,
canned fish etc. etc. The only
commodity where there has
been a reduction in price in
the cpen market is rice, For
some months now, the open
mariet price was around Rs,
3.25 to 3.5¢ a mesure in most
areas for the non-exotic varia.
ties. (The Co-0p. price-usy-
ally poor quality country rice

—wzas and is Rs. 2.90 a mea.

sure). In the last two wesks
the price of country rice has
dropped to about Rs. 2.80
to.2.85 a measure and the
trened is downward. This is
certainly clear proof that
more paddy has besn grown
during the iast Maha and the
current Yala.

It is difficult to say what the
impact of the contempliated
export of [00,000 tons of rice
(probakly imported under
the China Pact) and the
current and further increass
in the price of ficur and bread
will have on the price of rice
in the coming weszks. Many

Ministers have urged that
pecple should switch from
wheat to rice. The produr

tion of paddy has to increase
still further if this is to be
achieved.

Whilst the Government can take
comfort in the fact that it has all
this money to play about with,
there are distressing symptoms of
social discontent that the goy-
ernmental bigwigs do not seem to
have noticed.

Ordinary people, (common
working people in town and coup-
try), middle class and upper class
people (with static incomes)--and

3

these  constitute the over whein.
ingly vast maiority i the Country —
are plain “fed-up.” They now eat
less and less of nutritious proteig.
rich food. Fruits have become a
luxury they cappnot afford. The
list of their complaints aras enough
to” fill several issues of Tribune,
To make Mmatters worse the
vuigar and obscepe affluence dig-
played by a few thousands of a new
rich has begun to corrode public
confidence in the . government.
Whilst the government is asking
people to worlc harder {they have
already tigntened their belts be-
cause of the high orices of food),
the roads are chock-a-biock with
thousands and thousands of new
luxury and showy ecars in which
mod-dressed youthful and middje-
aged males and females (it is now
difficult to distinguish sex by dress
or hair style) rush aroupd aimlessly.
Obviously the new car-owning
gentry come from a rnovedn riche
leisured class wlo live on invisibie
incomes, foreign based and mainly
under-the-counter locally. Their
habitat revolves around five-star
hotels, whilst their environment
is dominated by beach hotels and
motels where permissive sex ig
the order of the day. Most informed
and  knowledgeable people are
convinced that the vulgar affluence
of the majority of this class is based
on smuggling (import and export)
narcotics, gems, “®old and sex.

Nobody will object to the way
of life of this despicable jet-set
coterie—thay will make no Impact
on history or the country—if their
existence at this time did not
generate (as it in fact does) indig-
nation and resentment in millions
of Sri-Lankans who face a blank
wall of high prices, shrinking real
incomes and a growing debt bur-
den. There is a voleano bullding
up and the Government seems
totally oblivious of It.

In 2 week’s time from now, the
official media and the SLBC will

shout *hosapna. .glory hallelujah’!
about the first anniversary In spg-

clal  supplements—well padded
with  Jucrativs multi-national ad-
vertisements—to recount the

miracles achieved by this gov-
ernment, There will be chaer
leaders, camp followers, and plain
and simple racketeers who will
ioin in the fun. These rich folk
and their paid retaipers, who haye
begua to insulate the governmental
leaders iy a way that the latter
Seem to have lost grassroots totrch
with the thinking of ordinary pes
ple of the town and country, hays
deluded themselves and others
into the beiief that the Rs. 50 dole
t0 2 section of unemployed youth
and other palliatives will prevent
anything uptoward happening. But
what. they do not know is that
they will not be able to help the
£overnment or the UNP to suryive
the crisises and dilemmas that will
soon beset this country.

Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel
talks confidently that the era of
crisis, dilemma and instability in
¢ri Lanka has been left behind
because he (and the government)
had succeeded in accumulating pro-
mises of Rs. | to 2 billion in aid
grants and loans to be used during
the next three years—but this,
only i we behave ourselves and
cut the subsidies: and, generaily,
to do what the IMF wants us to
do Ronnie de Mel does not seem
to realise that the money he hag
begged from the rich industria]
countries can bring ruin apnd des-
truction to the government and
the ruling party if the genii of bor-
rowed capital is not handled pro-
perly. In addition to coping
with the activities of this genil,
brought into being noc by rubbing
Alaudin’s Lamp but by paying pooia
to the Gods of the Trilateral IMF.
the government is faced with a
vhole boxful of evils that hase come
out of a Papdora's Box broken
open by stindby IMF credits ro
Import ronsumer | tems.
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As the government comple-

e tes its first year, there is
no doubt that it has rnuch to
be proud of—the removal

oppressivelaws, the farmula-
tion of a new Constitution
and many other achievements

etec. etze.—but, it does not
seam to be aware a socio-
political blow-up  building

up on the economic front
among the ordinary masses.
It is time for government
lezders to cut themselves
away from flatterers from
everywhere, the rich pro-
consuls of the multinatio-
nals, the disguised agents of
the smugglers and dope
peddlars, the slick power
brokers who want to~" fix
jobs for their clients and
Jast buc not least the bun-
gling bureaucrats who
know how to sugar-coat
their lies in order to fool
Ministers and MPs, and
develop contact with the
real pecple who work and
live in our towns and villages.

Unless the leaders of the
UNP—it is one thing to
have the common touch
and know the thinking of
ordinary people while being
in the opposition and a
totally different thing to
do so as members of a po-
werful government party—
rcalise soon enough the
deep under-currents of think-
ing among ordinary pzonle
they are doomed. In a coun-
try where tha ballot box
has become sacred, govern-
ments are turned out by
the voters at will. And
neither proportional repre-
sentation nor the IMF can
help a government to keep
itself in power. The IMF
.cannot foist a military dic-
tatorship in Sri Lanka to
collect the interest and prin-
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cipal of monies rich IMF mem-
bers have lent the country.

Proportional representation may
rule out Elactoral No-coptest
Agreements, or WUgjited Froats,
but the power of the people will
assert itself. Even those who have
benefited by United Front and No-
Contest Pacts from 1956 must
realise that such “‘upited fronts”,
“‘coalitions™ and *no-contest
agreements’’ have been respon-
sible for debasing marxist ana left

politics. I the opportunist at-
tempts to introduce a centrally
planned and controlled socialist

economy and society by utilising
Westminister type Pparliamentary
politics, the Left is no longer Left.
After thirty years ot parliamen-
tarianism, marxists are no lon-
ger marxists, revo'utionaries are
no loager revolutionaries and re-
alistic leaders of the masses are
no more than manipulaiive op:ra-
tors of copstitutional conspira-
cies to usher in socialism.

Dark and difficult days are ahead
—in spite o' the millions (may be
billions) ready to flow into our
Exchequer. The bungling bureau-
crat, the businessmen in contact
wicth gem-smuggling and narcotic
operators, tha power-brokers
and the flashy pro-consuls of the
multinationals, canpot help the
UNP to sustain its July 1977 popu-
larity. But, the government can
(and must) overcome tha pitfalls
and dangers already staring every-
body (who can see or hear) in the
face. And this it can do if it will
(and only which gets out of the ivory
towers in if it many Ministers and
MPshave locked themselves in.

But before delving into the intri-
cate question of whether the UNP
and the government can save it-
self from the dangers that have
begun to loom large, it is neces-

" sary to examine our Begging Bowl

and see what exactly we have got.
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Local Government Commlssions

THE POLITICS OF THE WEEK

BY NARADA

® Excellent Precedent

® Draft Constitution &
The CP

*ACTION ON FINDINGS OF TWO

LOCAL GOVT. COMMISSIONS :

Newspapers on Saturday July 8,

proclaimed that 32 persons fourid

guilty by two Commissions would

be punished under a special law

for that purpose. The Ceylon Deily

Nsws stated: ‘‘Legislation has besn

gazetted by the government to

impese civic disabilities on 32 per:

sons against whom findings have

been made by the G. P. A. Silva
Commission on the n.2lpractices
in Municipalities and the S. W.
Goopewardene Commission on the
maleracrices in Urban and Town
Coujcils. Mr. Felix R. Dias Ban-
daranaike former Minister of Pub-
lic Administration, Local Govern-
ment and Home Affairs, his ex-
Deputy Minister Mr. Neal de Alwis
and Mr. A. H. M. Fowzie, former
Mayor of Colombo are among
those against whom findings have
been made. Prime Minister Mr.
R. Premadasa will present this
legislaticn in Parliament on July
|4, The legislation styled The
Local Authorities {Impcsition
of Civic Disabilities) Bill seeks
to ‘imposa civic disabilities on
persons against whom findings have
been made by two Commiissions
of Inquiry." lt will disqualify every
perscn found guilty by the two
Commissions from being regis-
tered as a voter or from voting
or from contesting in 2any local
government election for seven years.
The legislation a'so provides for
the recovery of losses caused by
the persons found guiity by the
Commission. The Auditor-General,
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is empowered by this legislation
to assess and recover such lesses
from the persons concerned and
credit same to the accounts of the
respective local bodies. If anyone
fails to pay such moneys, action
could be filed against them in the
Magstrate’s Court. Every person
who is disgualified under the

Jaw and who applies to be regis-

tered as a voter in any electo-
ral list in respect of any
local autherity or votes cor

contests any election of local bodies
or sits- and votes as 3 member of
any local authority would be com-
mitting an offence carrying with
it 2 maximum fine of one thousand
rupees or an imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 3 months or
both such fine and imprisonment.
The G. P. A. Silva Commission
and the Goonewardene Commis-
sion found 32 persons guilty of
abuse of powar, contravention of
local autherity regulations and of
COrruption...----» i

All honest and thinking people
will welcome this measure to punish
those found “‘guilty’”’ of the abuse
of power by responsible Com-
missions of 'nquiry, This is a pre-
cedent that must be followed in
the future as well. And Ministers
and MPs of the present govern-
ment who abuse power or are
guilty of corrupt acts should rea-
lise that they could very easily meet
with a similar fate.

It is an arguable peint,
however, whether the provi-
sions of this Bill will be ultra
vires of the Fundamental Rights
in the New Consiitution—es-
pecially section 13 ().

#CPSI AND THE DRAFT CONS-
TITUTION: In its first issue after
its recent resurrection, the English

periodical FORWARD—it will be
fortnightly for the time being—
sets out, unofficially the CPSL
position in regard to the new

Draft Constitution which it chooses
to call the Third Amendment.

7

This is what it says* “The third
amendment that the UNP hag .
proposed to the 1972 Constitution
is yet another reactionary blow
against the demeccratic rights apd
vital interests of the people of
Stvi Lanka. In fact, it is net an amend-
ment at all. It is tha third instal-
ment of a pre=planned strategy
of the UNP to scuttle the Repub-
licap Constitution of 1972 apd
replace it with a Constitution of
its own. The 1972 Constitution
was not a perfect one. lts prip-
cipal shortcomings stem fron;
the fact that the SLFP dominated
the Upited Front Government of
the day, and were able to super-
impose its ideas and iiterests over
those of the Left parties.

“This was seen most clearly in
hve First Amendment, when the
SLFP leaders, fearful that the pro-
tisions of the original Constitu-
tion of 1972 in regard to the de-
marcation of constituencies would
rob the bourgeois parties of the
built-in advantages they had en-
joyed earlier, brought back the
arrangements to give special weigh-
tage to certain areas where they
have traditiopally predomipated. It
was alse seen in the fact that fun-
damapetal rights are suggested
rather than guaranteed and the
guiding aims of state policy are
still in the realm of principles.
Nevertheless, the 1972 Constitu-
tion was an important step forward.
It completed the fight for political
independence, restored sovereignty
to tha people ot Sri Lanka, wide-
ned democratic rights, and reflected
the wish of the people to advance
in a socialist-criented directiop.
White there is room to strengthen
tha 1572 Constiturion by removing
confusions and compromises from
it, the UNP Go/ernment has chosen
to do just the oppesitz........

“Its real aim is to destroy the
1972 Constitution, step by step
using the pretence of ‘amendments’
to it. This is seen clearly in the

majority recommendations of the
Select Committee just tabled in
the Nationa! State Assembly. The
‘Second Amendment’ which tRe
UNP forced by through some
months ago, struck at the sovere-
ignty of the people. It devalued
Parliament by removing many of
its nowers and handing them over
to the ‘Executive President’. This
was the UNP’s first major step
towards authoritarian rule. The
grovisions for creating ‘non-Cabipet
Ministers and ‘District  Minis-
ters’ also enlarged the UNP’s pes-
sibilitiess for distributing political
patronage, making possible horse
deals to win over shaky opponents
and doling out ‘iobs for the boys'.
So far this has led to a special
‘Tiger’ Minister and now a ‘Minis-
ter’ for the Colombo Group of
Hospitals. Soon we may haye
‘Ministers’ for separate govern-
ment departments or parts thereof,
and thes only non-Ministersin Par-
‘iament will be Members of the
Opposition.

“The draft UNP Constitution
takes the process further back-
wards. To camouflage this, Sri
Lanka is to be given a new name—
“The Democratiz Socialist Repub-
lic of Sri Lanka' -although both
democracy and socialism are trans-
parently absent from the UNP’s
draft proposals. The main feature
of the new amendment is tha
change in the ) elctoral system.
This is aimed at seeking to pre-
petuate tne rule of tha UNP or,
if this fails, to arrange for a ‘two
party’ sstem on the British model,
where one party dedicated to capi-
talist development is only replaced
by another, without fundamentally
endangering ‘capitalism, The new
‘list’ system that the UNP pro-
poses makes it impossible for poli-
tical parties to coptset general
elections in 2 ‘united front’. Thus
the UNP in one stroke, removes
one of the spectres that haunt it.
It can never forget that such ‘ugited
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front’ arrapgems=nts led to its de=
feats in 1956, 1960 and 1970.
In addition, the insistence that
a political party should obtain at
least B8 per cent of the total poll
to obtainany representation at ali
is clearly designed to keep out
parties other than the ‘Big Two’
or to give them, st best, only the
possibility of nominal representa-
tion. The propesal to operate the
‘list’ system on a district basisis
also seen as a conpcession to the
SLFP and the TULF i the hope of
winnirg support from wavering
clements within these parties. Thug
even the positive benefits that
could have flowed from the adop-
tion of a ‘list’ system have been
negatived by the UNP proposals.
“The SLFP and Mr. 5. Thonda-
man, who alse took part in the
Select Committee, have submitted
disssents. But the question arises
why the SLFP took part in the
Select Committee at all. It looks
as though some of them hoped
that a deal could be dope with
the UNP—only to be disappointed.
The FP was wise to boycott the
Select Committee, thus giving them
freedom to act on the result. But
by its participation, the SLFP lea-
ders have only helped to lull the
opposition of their members and
supporters to the UNP's manoe-
ures. However, the fact that,
even in the last moment, the SLFP
has decided to differentiate itself
from the draft Constitution helps
to make it clear that it is UNP,
and the UNP alone, that sesks to
force these retrograde changes
through. There is no element
of national, or even partial, con-
densus in that is being done. This
can, and should, be a basis for the
widest oppesition to the UNP’s
latest move towards authorita-
rianism.”’
What is the CPSL argument?
jt says that the Second
and Third Amepdments—now part
of a’pew Draft Constitution—are
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.part of “a reactlopary blow against
the democratic rights and vital
interests of the people.”” Rightly,
the Farward says the Third Amend-
ment was ‘pre-planned strategy to
scuttle the Republican Constitu-
tion of 1972 apd replace it with a
Constitution of its own.” But the
UNP in its Election Maznifestc had
openly proclimed that it would
replace the 1972 Censtitution with
Presidential system of Executive
power and based on the Separation
of Powers, In presenting the Draft
Coustitution the UNP is only ful-
filling an election pledge.

The Ferward grudgingly concedes
that the 972 Conpstitution Wwas
not a “perfect” one and weakly
refers to a few of its shortcomings
and places the blame for this en
the SLFP. If the Forward will only
read what the Tribupe zaid of the
Republican Constitution of 1572
itself, it will see how correct we
were in our evaluation and assess-
meant. A Copstitution that makes
a farce of fundamental rights and
treats racial, religious and lin-
guistic minarities as secund class
citizens is no democratic Consti-
tution at all. Many were surprised
¢hat the CPSL and the LSSP cen-
tinued in the government after
the Constitution was adopted in
which there were so many short-
comings especially the denial of
fupdamental rights to national mi-
norities, ~ The CPSL had doubts
and reservations about the CliC
Act but it was bludgeoned into
subservience to the Horagolla cau-
cus supported by the  strident
aggressiveness of the LSSP.

But the main burden of tha
CPSL’s lament Is that proportional
representation on a list system will
perpetuate UNP rule by elimi-
nating the chances of the left and
radical forces winning parliamentary
positions of strength  through
no-contest pacts and united fronts.
Realists will agree that in 1972,

Lyils Of Parliementariagise

the United Frent did its Best to

create a Constltution which wiil

keep the UNP out of power for

all time and with this “carrot”

dangling before them, the Left

Parties were induced %o atcept

what was s totally undemocratic /
Copstitution 23 the best that could
be fashioped at that juncture ip
the interests of democracy. The
second carrot was the word “so-
cialism'’. !t must beclear, at least
now that the SLFP was no more
*socialist’! than the UNP, in theory
orpractice.

But apart from this, it will be

recalled from 1935 to 1955, Left
Partias wanted the introduction
of proportional represeuation’

Put after the parliamentary suc-
cess achieved by the Left Parties
as a result of the no-coptest Pact
with SWRD’s SLFP and other
anti-UNP parties, the Marxism of
the Left Movement in Sri lLanka
virtually politics in the mani-
pulati.e complexities of parlia-
merntary democracy. Eisewhere in
this issue, reference has been made
to the facr that parliamenta rianism
brought a major set back to the
Marxism of the two established
Left Parties.

History cannot be written with
“ifs”, but it Is permissible to spec-
ulate on a few ‘ifs". If the Left
Parties in Ceylon had not been
drawn Into the game of a parlia-
meytary power pelitics through po-
contest pacts and united fronts,
this country may today have a
united left movement as a natienzl
force on its own. Parliamentaria-
pism turned marxists into tailists,
opportunists and worse. it was
the hold that parliamentarianism
had got on the two established
Left Parties that led to the youth

protest movement In the JVP
and the various other splinter
left parties.

Though there will be a tem-

porary set-back in the number of
divided

geats, the multitude of

§
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and splintered Left Parties can win dictatorshin

which pobedy :ould ¢ -
=0T 5 5 % S 1 T resent Draft Copstitutis
initially under proportional re- question in the Couris or even ip very pmr,_;uuy and  critically ;'n
presentation, there is no doubt the Press. Tribune will examine eaminz issuzs Gl B
: : : Z 5 AREM w0 | .
that such voting will give a pew

fillip to marxist unity. And 2 leftism
that will no longer make tailism
behind bourgecis parties like the
SLFP an article of faith,

No Constitution s perfect.
But bourgeois Constitutions—the
1272 Republican Conpstitution s
as bourgeois as the present UNP’s
Drafc  Constitution—must  have
certain fupdamentals to maka it
valid; e.g. separation of powers,
rule of Jaw, the independence of
judiciary, safeguards for minori-
ties etc. In this respect the 1978
Constitution is far in advance of
the 1972 Copstitugion. There are
controversial points in the 1578
Copstitution—Presid :ntial Power
etc. etc—but even hers there is
ai attempt to previde checks and
balances to prevent the abuse of
power.

A Constitution grows with time.
There must be amendments and
changes. The 1978 Constitution
provides ample scope for further
changes.

But when one moves from bour-
Zeois politics to praletarian power,
the who'e concept of Constitution-
making changes. The 1972 Cons-
titution, according to many, was
onlv a stupid and amateurish at-
tempt to chenge from: bourgeois
nower to proletarian power
through the devise o° an NSA
caddled with a Conpstitution that
could not work. :

What the 1979 Conpstitution will
tury out to be is hard to say,
but even many persons normally
called progressives and radicais see
in it a possible instrumen® for heal-
<hier political developments in the
island than before. .

Tribune has been one of the most
- pergistent and copsistent of the
critics of the 1972 Constitution.
it was a hcotch-potch which enabled
the Horagolla Caucus to impose a

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

End Of The Road For The IMF

! EMS WILL BE BIGGER THAN EVEN IME |

Bremen, fuly 9,

Market summit here,

All nine leaders agreed it was “a highly desirable objective” the
| Chancellor told a naws conferences.
I Callaghan sazid “'the scheme obviosuly is not satisfactory in the form it
| is published today because it only deals with monetary techniques.
. must see how it works out between now and December.”” when the next
| Common Market summit will be held in Brussles—PTC Reuter.

Common Market leaders yesterday agreed to work out by Dacember
{ an European Monetary System (EMS) which would be backed by reserves
; of more than 50 billion dollars. Common Market Commission Presidéut
Roy Jenkins said this was bigger than the Interpational Monetery Fund
and “‘on a scale far greater than any other scheme ever discussed.”” West
German Chancellor Helmut Schn.idt, who chaired the two-day Common
said the EMS was intended
monetary stability in Western Eurcpe. .

|

to create a zone of

But British Prime Minister, James

“W-E

Newspapers in Sri Lanka and
the SLBC neswscasts on Saturday
July 8 had a short item of news
from Bremen in West Germany:
“Eight Commoepn Market leaders
today agreed to work for a Mone-
tary System tying their curren-
cies closer together to epsure
West European monetary stability,
But British Prime Minister, James
Callaghan, who may face an elec-
tion in October, would not commit
himself to the Scheme until more
details were known. However
he was ready to examine it. Da-
tails of the system, which would
pool reserves estimated at 29 bil-
lion dollars, are to be worked
out by the end of the yar..."

Although this report does not
mention it, other commentators
have said that the contemplated
monetary system was Europe's
(mainly French, German 2nd Swiss)
answer to the Anglo-American

domipnated IMF. It is also known
that Chancellor Schmidt had drawn
up the plans for the EMS
(European Monetary System) with
President Giszard after he signed far-
reaching agreements in May with
Soviet PFresident Leonid Brerhnev =
In international finaacizl and
economic circles it was known
that there was a growing confron-
tation between the US-UK faction
in the IMF, cn the one hand, and
the West German, Japan and Swiss
“bloc” on the other. A commen-
tator in the Hindi on Jupne 19,
has set out the position very suc-
cinctly: “fs the Wsetern world
heading for fresh monetary hic-
cups! Could the problems of aiding-
economic growth 2nd cutiing un-
employment be resolved without
the ravages of inflation and its
disastrous copsequences on werld
trade—particulrly the way itgffects
the fortunes of Third World deve-
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loping countries. These are the
imponderables the Western leaders
will consider and disci'ss at their
next month’s summit meoting in
Bonn. Right now the prospects
of reaching early agreement on
plans or stabilisation of European
currencies look increasingly re-
mote following the latest talks
between the Central Bank Gov-
erpors attending the annual meet-
ing in Switzarland of the Bank for
International Settlement  (BIS).
They have reservations about the
chances of agreeing on 2 concerted
EEC stance in the series of inter-
natiopal meetings due in the next
few days before the seven-nation
world economic summit in Bonn
ig mid July.”

As early as June 10, it was re-
ported in a leftwing periodical
that: “ltalian, French and West
German leaders have opened a
campaign to shut down the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), the
British oligarchy’s chief tool of
financial warfare.  Stopping the
IMF from ‘toppling government’s
as a US State Department official
put it, is 2 precondition for peace
in Africa, the Mideast, and other
danger points. ltaly’s Treasury
Minister Filipo Pandolfi took the
unprecedented step of demanding
that [taly refuse to pay debts it

“ owes to the IMF and to the Euro-
pean Community, the organisation
of the nine Western European
governments. Defying IMF de-
mands for an intolerable austerity
program in return for fresh credits
from the IMF, Pandolfi insisted that
Italy should simply postpone pay-
ment. No nation has ever done
this, because the IMF, as*the world’s
financial policeman, has threatened
to shut off all credit to any coun-
try that crosses it.

“ltaly’s courage in standing up
to the IMF derives, in large mea-
sure, from strong West German
govermment backing, including the
promise of direct financial sup-
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" port.

West Germany’s Chancellor
Schmidt is determined to break
London’s seige against West Ger-
many and its trading partpers.
Eliminating the IMF is the firsts
urgently required task bzfore
Schmidt’s Grand Design for inter
hational development can pro-
ceed. Broadcasting the West
German government visw, Ge-
many’s most respected  banker
the Deutsche Bank’s chairman emer-
itus Hermann Abs, issued 2 policy
directive on the debt problems
of developing countries geared to
maximum growth of world trada.
Abs’ statement, printed in the
May issue of the West German
banking magazine, breaks the gro-
upd that Western financial circles
have avoided until now.

End Of The IMF

National sovereignty over domestic
political conditions is not possiple
without undiminisked access to new
international  credits, the West
German banker said. “The prin-
ciple of national sovereignty must

guide all foreign  debt negotia-
tions.”  Whenever developing coun-
tries run into repayment prob-
lems, Abs wrote, debt muct be

rescheduled to permit the most
rapid economic growth. The cre-
ditors must issue new develop-
ment  credits ‘to reintegrate the
country into the framework of
intern:tional trage.' Abs’ clarion
policy statement stands in direct
opposition to the IMF's gear-up
for financisl threat-cutting inter-
nationally.  Leading IMF imple-
mentation plans is London's psy-

VETERINARY

A reader has sent us a copy of a letter whi-h a planter and
the owner of a dairy herd sent the Veterinary Surgeon of his
area.

“I write to complain about the very poor veterinary services that are
being extended by your office. My milkman had visited your office to
obtain your services regarding a difficult calving that had occurred on
my farm and was told by you that he should come before 3.30 in the
evening for any treatment. Though this was referred to you nearly
two weeks ago, till to-date you have not visited this Farm to treat this
animal.

“A.l. Services--| have depended solely on your services for my Farm
and regret to inform you that none of the insemination done by you
have come right. For the last six months you have inseminated five
cows; altogether nine inseminations have been done on these animals,
none of which have been successful. You would agree that this is going
to cost me a considerable lot as | have missed as much as six heat periods
in certain animals. When my dairy man visited your office on the 20¢h
June 1978, you have refused to come saying that you would attend to it
during the next heat penod You have also advised my man that if your
services are needed, he should come to the office by 8.00 a.m. every
morning.

“With my limited knowledge of dairying, | nave failed to get my
cows to come on heat or have their calving during office hours. | would
be thankful if | could have your advice asto how ! could get my cows
do this, so that my dairy man can be in your office to obtain your services
during office hours.”

The letter speaks for itself. A large number of instances
have been brought to our notice about the ways of the Veterinary
Department.

]
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chotic proposal to bring Chnesie
troops in Africa for a head-on
showdown with non-existent
conquering Cuban legions in bank-
rupt Zaire. A Chinese ‘economic
team’ hus already arrived for a
visit in Zairz’'s  capital city
Kinshaza.”

Commenting further, the arti-
cle stated: “The brunt of the IMF
strategy for Europe—what the Brl-
tish press hails as its owp ‘Grand
Design’-is to break the weaker
European sectors through austerity
programs, and force the West
Germaps to act as a ‘mini IMF,
in the words of the l.ondon Financicl
Timas, issuipg loans in return for
deflationary economic programs.
Helmut Schmidt has knocked this
one into a cocked hat. leaving the
British in hysterics........ e

A further article on Jupne I7
stated: “A combipation of politica:
operations has brought Great Bril
tain to the bripk of bankruptcy-
The refusal of US apnd continental
European investment firms to pur-
chase any part of ! biliion pounds
in government dabt paper, cffered
by the British Exchequer at a des-
perate 10 per cent interest-earnin2
rate on 'une 15 wushers in the pos-
sibility that a major collapse o}
British financi?l institutions will
occur in short order. West German

Chzncellor Schmidt and  French
President Giscard’s Grand Dasign
offensive, which is laying the ground
work for capital investment intc
Africa and the developing natiops,
has produczd, as a by-product, a
virtual boy-ott against the British
paper.

“In an extraordinary article by
Maleolm Rutherford, published June
16, the Llondon Financial Times
admitted that the close Franco-
German alliance has nearly stripped
Britian of its world political in-
fluence. As a direct result of this
international power play, on lune
14, as vote of no-confidence Wwas
held in the British Parliament

against the government of Prime
Minister Callaghan. The chief
issue which provoked the vyote
was the fight in British ruling cir-
cles over their failure to mapi-
pulate - the People’s Republic of
China to force a US-Soviet show-
down. Faced with the collapse
of their ‘china option’ and on the
losing end of the escalrting inter-
national financial warfare, the City
of London is emitting other noises
of panic as well.

“On lune 16, British Foreigu
Secretary Dayvid Owen backed off
from the government's confronta-
tionist policy toward Africa in a
clear attempt to preserve Britain's
waning influence on the continent.
Owen told a press conference
that the West had ‘over-reacted’
on the issue of Cuban involvement
in last month’s rebel invasion of
Zaire's Shaba province, and that
the problem of Zaire's security
can be solved only by negotiations
among Zaire, Angola and Zambia.”

To go back to the Hindu report:
“The bankers have indentified four
problems which must be imme-
diately resolved. First is the prob-
lem of inflation, but trade reces-
sion, persistent imbalances in world
trade flows, and the continuing
instability of leading western cur-
rencies—sum up the ecopomic ail-
ment of the Western world. It
is of course, realised that the world
recession which began in 1973,
did not after all, bring down the
western world and its highly suc-
cesssful post-war system of trade
and payments altogether.

“But it has managed to split the

rich countrics into two groups.

West Germany, Japan and Swit-

zerland have beaten inflation and

each enjey a strong currency which
in turn makes it easier to keep
inflation under control.  The rest
of the world has failed to beat
inflation, and suffers from cur-
rency depreciations (ranging bet-
ween 20 to 50 per cent) which

makes inflation harder to control.
Exchange rate changes are no
longer self-correcting, and ."nc:ju::ri
Clrrencies appreciate or depre-
ciate far more than it i5 justified,
All this makes interanl economii
management even more difficult.
Obviously, it is once again tempt-
ing to harp on the monotonous
theme that the stronger economies
such as West Germany and Japar,
would have' to give a bigger sti-
mulus to their economies than the
5o-called “convalescent’” coun-
tries like the UK, France and Italy
to achieve the OECD’'s new growth
target of 4.5 per cent by the mid-
dle of next yeur. Accord ng to the
OECD  Secietariat’s latest pre-
dictions, the US current account
deficit is expected to grow by
£ 6,000 mllions to a recora §
24,000 millions by 1978 while
Japan’s  surplus  will rise from
F11,000 millions in 1977 to ¥
15,000 millions in current veati
The West German surples wlile
jump from § 3,500 million 3o
£ 5,000 niillions."’

What finally drove West Ger-
many to take the lead in this cam-
paign against the IMF was that
Anglo-US  (Trilateral)  oligarchy
which dominates the IMF wanted
to exercise greater control and
surveillance over the exchapge rate
and economic policies of all IMF
members. A US official had stated
on M.y 25, “We want greater
strveillance of the ecopomic poli-
cies of Japan, Germany, and Swit-
zerland. We have to get the IMF
right in there espaciall; in Ger-
many to see they are playing their
part in worf stability. The role
of the IMF makes it pecessary to
surveille everything,especially things
like Germany's large and disruptive
trade surplus. The IMF should
tell Germany how to contribute
to monetary stability by ctimulat-
ing their domestic economy .and
thus reducing their surplus.”
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! Unless. something very dra-°
matic happens, the IMF tho
world has known since the early
fifties i: on the way out. Not
many will have regrets .if it

fades away or mergss info
something else. According
tc a commentator; “The time-

bomb that is ticking away is

an entrenched woild depres.
sien, a snowballing rate of
negative  egoncmic growth

that has zlready made much
of the' develcping sector un-
governable and now also thrua-
tens the industrialized scotor.
In more cases than not, the
enforcer for this destruction of
living standards and wrcductive
capital is not the country's
nominal government, but the
, bureaucrats at the World Bank
and the International Monetary
Fund. Who tells the inter-
national banls whether a de-
veloping country is cradit wor-
thy or not? The IMF. Who. re-
views the budgets of the Third
World and Eurcpe to wead
out ' “extravagsant’ capital
vestment? The IMF.

“Blithely ignering . protests from
countries with a clear plan for
industrial deyelopment like Mexico
and Jamaica, the IMF and its direc-
tor Robert McMNamara proceed to
balapnce the world's budgets through
amassing a straggering bedy count
of governmental leaders and their
populations. In the nrme of ‘fiscal
responsibility’ they are carrying
out gepnocide—fully confidept that
the werld's ipdustrial powers,
lapan, 'West Germany and the
United States, for whom they are
supposed to speak, will give them
tacit, if not explicit support. There
could be no clearer examples of
how continued subservience to the
IMF who deliver world holocaust
than those of the country of Zaire
and New York City. IMF rule for
New York, like IMF rule in Zaire
or Eaypt, does not mean localized
destruction. The ecopomic and

in-
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social dislocation that it will -cause
will detopate riots apd political
upheaval throughout the United
States. National peace and stability
cannot be maintained within tne
rubble of the US ecopomy any-
more thap it can be in the Third
Werld or beseiged nations « like
ltaly.

“Economic development is the
key to ending every area of tension
and  instebility  today—southern
Africa, the subcontinent, the United
Sttes, even China. The  copcrete
proposals to be implemented ar
well kpown; the Schmidt-Brezhnev
aczords: the Frepch-Saudi develop-
ment fupd; regional development
plans for southern: Africa and the
Middle East based- on nuclear
power: the expansion of the Uni-
tad States Export-lmport Bapk
to ce-operate witn. other nations
on longterm development projects
for the devcloping nations.

“The vealisation of these

plans, however, requires =z

political decision first: over-
throw the IMF. The
is incompatible with every
aspirsticn for science and

industrialisation. It is a
- scourage for those who trufly
. believe in humazn rights.

The IMF and its g:nocidal
policies are the main impe-
dimeat to world peace and
prosperity today. -~ How far
will yeu let the devastation
go before you insist tha US
go throueh the open door to
economic development—over
the IMF's dead, bankrup:
body "

The Asigweek in its column
Frontlire speculated whether luly
16-17 Summit of seven nations in
Bonn would create a special Mar-
shall Aid plan for third world
countries. The Asiawesk, for some
reasen has glossed over the bitter
quarrel inside the IMF and the
proposals for a “new IMF'" which
will avoid all the pitfalls of the

IME.

End Of The ymr

Bretton Wood's agencies. This
new development is boupd to cast
its shadows on the Benn summie

The question is whether the
peint of no return has come for
the IMF as the sole voice of the
capitelist and rich industrialised
world? [t looks very much like it
has.  Will there ba two IMF-type
ortananizations—at least for a time
until the old and weaker IMF fades
out? Or will the older IMF also
adopt the policies for regional and
global development adumbrated by
Schmidt apnd Giscard and which
are popularly referred to as The
Grand Design.

As Sri Lanka is now very much
in the hapds (or clutchzs) of the
IMF (now wupder attack by the
richest and economically strongast
capit-list nations’, it would be
ureful for people to know more
about the problems that have besct
the IRRD/IMF complex headad by
McNamara. This colump will en-
deavour to furpish as much infor-
mation 2s possible on this matter,

ke B K
SNIPPETS

If a man does not make new aquain-
tances as he advances through life,
he will soon find himself alope.
A man Sir, should keep his friend-
ship in constant repair—
Samuel Johnson.

Life is too short to do anything
for oneself that one can pay others
to do for one—Somerset Maugham.

The sublime 2pd the ridiculous
are often so nearly related that it
is difficult to class them separately.
One step above the sublime makes
the ridiculous; and one step above
the ridiculous makes the sublime—

Thomas Paine.
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Letter From Havana And Washington

A, W. Singham

AL W. Singham

is currently Professor of Political Science at Howard |
University in Washingten, D.C. He is the editor of a book which has
iust appeared entitled The Non-Aligned Movemcnt in
published by lLawrence Hill & Co. Prof. Singham is presently a visiting
fellow at the U.N. undertaking a study on the Non-Aligned Movement
and was in Havana attending the meeting of the Bureau of the Non-
Aligned Nations (May 1978) in connection with his study,
also be at Belgrade this month and will cover the meeting for Tribune.

World Politics,

He will

IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY
CLEAR that the United States is
taking a very hostile attitude to-
wards the non-aligned movenient.
President Cartsr on two separate
but very important occasions mizde
it clear that he is opposed to
Cuba’s membership in the non-
aligned movement. In an unsigned

article in the New York Times of

Jupe Ilth 1978, it was reported
that the eighty-five member move-
ment of the non-aligned nations
is undergoing serious strain—some
members even speak of aa open
split—as a result of the efforts
by Cuba and others to press for
the adoption of pro-Soviet posi-
tions. The same article continues
that ““these disputes came into the
open three weeks ago at a mecting
in the movement’s twenty-five
member co-ordinating  bureau.”’
On a separate occasion, namely
in the famous Annapolis speech on
the state of relations between the
United States and the Soviet Union,
the President again used the
occasion to attack Cuba's presence
in the non-aligned movement. But
the most important aspect of the
New York Times dispatch was that
it had pointed out that US govern-
ment envoys in the non-aligned
capital had been informed that
this indeed was the officlal US
view regarding the movement.

i3

What is remarkable about this
article is that it discusses in a very
casual manner a matter of great
importance namely  the expul-
sion of an original movement mem-
ber of the movement, Cuba, an
act that has nsver been
taken in the nineteen year history
of the movement. The article also
goes on to point out that indeed
the vateran Yugoslavia had similar

under-

views aboutr the nature of the
movement. It is indeed very hard
to believe that a veteran non-

aligned nation like Yugoslavia, with
years of experience in world poli-
tics, would proceed to destroy
a movement that it so painfully
helped to build during the period
of the Cold War. In another arti-
cle appearing in the Washington
Post, it was becoming clear that
the US had planned to consult
with the modzrate nations of the
non-2ligned, namely, India, Sri
Lanka, Nigeria hopirng they would
join ranks with the United States
and call for the expulsion of
Cuba. Again; it reveals a tragic mis-
understanding on the part of the
United States as to the meaning
and purpose of nen-alignment in
world politics. :

i an action that can best be
described as one being blatantly
arrogant the American adminis-

tration  has proposed to develop':

i criteria as to who should and
should 'not be a member of the
non-aligned movement. In asimilar®
vein, its West German partner,
especially the Chancellor Helmut
Schmidt, with incredible arro-
gance proreeds to say that Cuba's
membership in the non-aligned
movement is a2 bad joke. What
i3 important about these ocuthursts
at thiz time is that both the United
State; and Germany cre attempting
to introdice a new criteria for mem-
ber;hip in the non-aligned movement.
The movemant, as it iz well knewr,
has never adopted an ideslogicel
criteria for membesship.  Indeed,
many of the more conservative
members of the movement are
getting disturbed by the US atti-
tude iy that if this particular cri-
teria is followed to its logical ex-
treme, a number of the nations
who 4re pro-capitalist and pro-
American also stand the possibility
of being expelled from the move-
ment. It is important, however,
to remiember that this is not the
first time that the West has res-
ponded with such rancor and angsr
at the non-aligned movement.

EVERY AMERICAN  ADMINIS-
TRATION since World War Il
has been openly hostile to the
Non-Aligned Movement in world
politics, which consists this year
of over eighty-seven nations and
nearly a billion people. This move-
ment emerged originally asa direct
result of the Cold War and the
dismantling of the European Em-
pires in Asia and Africa. The newly
independent nations of Asia and
Africa niet for the first time in
Bandung in .|954. The movement,
as it is known to us today, how-

' ever, did not beccme a more for-

malized organization until the 1961
meeting in Belgrade. It is import-
ant to point out that the movement
has always resisted institutionali-
zation' in that, to this day, it has
no formal organization othery than
the meeting of the Bureau ard thi#
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of ' the Foreign ' Ministers.  The
maior leaders of the movement
in" its early stages were Nehru,
Tito, Nasser, and Sukharno.

In essence, the non-aligned
nations represent a broad social
movement which comes together
on a number of global issues from
time to time. From its very incep-
tion, the movement has stood
out as the spokesman for inter-
national peace: the title of ‘non-
aligned’ indicates its original de-
sire of attempting to counter the
big power position with one capa-
ble of being instrumental in pro-
curing world peace. The move-
ment has pever striven for ideo-
logical 'purity’ or coaformity: with
a  sophistication  upequalled ip
almost all other international
movements, the nations of the
non-aligned have realized the ab-
solute necessity of co-existence
between the forces of capitalism
and socialism. The major criteria
for membership was, and still re-
mains, that a nation should not
be a member of the existing world
military pacts. This criteria for
membership was introduced at a
time when the nations of the world
were gradually being coerced into
becoming members of broader
milltary ajliance systems such as
NATO, CENTO, and SEATO.

_ However, as the Cold War began

to abate, the natiops of the non-
aligned movement began to turn
their attention to global economic
issues primarily because they ten-
ded to be poor nations themsevles.
Indeed, the Western press has
often depicted the Summit meet-
ings of these nations as being the
meeting of the beggars of the
world.

THE TRUMAN  ADMINISTRA-
TION laid the foundation of US
foreign policy towards the new
nations of Africa and Asia. This
policy has not changed over the
years in any substantive way in
that the major goal of the United
States still appears to be one of
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“ saving the sgo-called non-aligned

world from communism. The
policy of anti-commupism was con-
tinued by the Eisenhower-
Dulles administration, the Ken-
nedy-Ross-lohnson  admipistration,
the Nixon-Kissinger administra-
tion, and now seems to have be-
come the dominant theme of the
Carter-Brezinski administration.

Interestingly enough, every
American administration has
singled out for attack the leaders
of the non-alignea peoples not
because these nations were ne-
cessarily communpist, but rather
because they made moral claims
at being either outside of or above
the conflict between capitalism and
commupism. Trezident Carter re-
cently in an interview with His-
panic reporters. and then later
in his speech at Annapolis, seriously
questioned the right of certain
cougtries, i-e Cuba, toclaim to be
non-aligned. However, the att-
tack on the non-aligned status of
certain nations by US administra-
tions is nothing new. !ohn Foster
Dulles made it quite clear that
nations who remained non-aligned
in 2 moral war against the atheistic
commusism of the East were indeed
acting in an immoral way in world
politics. In the early ‘50's Nehru,
and particularly India, was the
subject of a massive attack by the
Dulles-Eisenhower  administration.
The news analysis of the day se-
ricusly questioned India's non-
aligned status. Dulles was parti-
cularly incensed at Nehru's atti-
tude towards Commupist China.
It was Nehru who engineered
China's entrance into the family
of nations by inviting Chou-en-lai
to the Bandung Conference, and it
was at Bandung that the blockade
against China was broken. American
policy makers were pever able to
forgive those Afro-Asian coun-
tries for their attitude towards
Chipna. Especially under suspicion
at that time was India’s spokesman
at the UN, Krishpa Menon, who

Report From Hayana *

many saw as nothing but a Soviet
puppet. Every leader of the Non-
Aligned Movement has, at one <tage
or cnother, been accused by various
American administrations for being
either pro-communist or pro-
Soviet.  Nazser of Egypt, Sukarno
of Indonesia, BRandaranaike of Sri
Lanka, Nkrumah of Ghena, and now
Castro of Cuba, have all in turn been
accused of being betrayers of the
concept of non-alienment.

IT IS FOR THESE HISTORICAL
REASONS that the Bureau of Non-
Aligned Nations, which met last
month in Havana, noted with con-
siderable moderation the outburst
of the Upited States agzinst one
of its members who was to become
the next Chairman of the move-
ment, pamely, Cuba The Bureau
noted the copncerns of Somalia,
which, for obvious reasons, vio-
lently objected to Cuba's presence
in the nop-aligned movement. At
the Havana meeting, | asked a num-
ber of delegates for their reaction
to tne US statement about Cuba's
membership in the movement. One
African delegate pointed out that
Cuba after all was a founding mem-
ber of the non-aligned movement
having joined it in 1941, and that
to ask Cuba to leave was like asking
an African country to leave the
Organization of African States. The
well-respected Nigerian Ambassador,
to the United Nations, Leslie Harri-
man, was quite precise about Cuba’s
role not only in the non-aligned
movement but in Africa itself. At a
press conference held in Havana
he said that had it not been for
Cuba South Africa would now be
occupying all of Angolu. A moderate
Asian delegate pointed out that
the mnon-aligned movement is
not a rigid body but merely a coali-
tion of nations who come together
on issues and, strangely enough,
he ipsisted that the strength of the
movement lies precisely in its di-
versity. However, one delegate
from a New World country took
a somewhat Catholic view of the
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movement, and said that the moye-
ment not only should include Cuba
but one day it should include both
the Upited States and the USSR
for, according to him, the ultimate
aim of the non-aligned movement
was to become a universal move-
ment. Since many of the delegates
at the Havana meeting wera normally
stationed in New York at the
United WNations they tended to
see US foreign policy statements
in the context of American domes-
tic politics. Quite a few of them
pointed out the connection bet-
ween the falling popularity of the
new administration and its grow-
ing belligerence in international
politics. Ope delegate noted that
the Americans, ‘are just like us
at home; when we have difficulties
with our domestic opponents we
then become quite belligerent in
our speeches at the Upited Nations.”

MOST OF THE  DELEGATES,
however, were very anxious to
see how Cuba would handle itself
as Chairman of the Bureau meeting.
Cuba agreed to hold the Bureau
meeting on ten days notice once
it was discovered that Afghanistan
could not have the meeting due
to the change in the government
there. It was also interesting that
the first maior international gather-
ing attended by the new Afghan
government wag at the Bureau
meeting in Havana. As is custom,
Cuba was elected Chairman of
the Bureau since she was hosting
the meeting. As the meeting pro-
gressid, it was becoming clear to
most ®clegates that Cuba was be-
ginning to make a conscious de-
cision between its role as Chair-
man and its dele gation in the floor.
The Cuban Chairman, on one occa-
sion, for example, ruledin favour
of a copservative Arab govern.
ment speaker over amore radical

Arab goverpmient on certain
contitutional points. It was
also becoming  clear to
most of the delegates that-
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Cuba was providing to be a
very efficient administrator of
the Conference. It should be

remembered that Cuba has had
considerable experience at Nop-
Aligned Conferences. Cuba has

attended every Summit meeting
and has indeed attended a majority
of the meetings of both the Bureau
and the Foreign Ministers. ‘While
the major figures of the movement
have ceased to play dominant roles
at these conferences, the actual
work of the moyement is often
unders taken by the same senior
Foreign service officers and am-
bassadors who have been attend-
ing these conferences over an eigh-
teen year perlod. Cuba in parti-
cular has developed a strong lo-
yalty to the non-aligned move-
ment for indeed it was this move-
ment which gave her an opportunity
to participate in international poli-
tics. The non-aligned movement
has had a historical tradition of

recognizing liberation govern-
ments long before they assume
formal state power. In addition.

Cuba has built up a reputation in
a number of these meetings for
coming up with some concrete
proposals that affect the non-alig-
ned movement. Amongst the pro-
jects that Cuba has strongly sup-
ported are functional projects like
the creation of specific institutions
to deal with questions of the New
International  Economic  Order.
Furthermore, Cuban diplomats
have been very active in the UN,
especially with Third World counr
tries, over broad issues such as
racism, and disarmament.

While many of the non-aligned
nations do not necessarily agree
with Cuba's specific foreign policy,
many of them see Cuba as a small
and'poor Third World country that
is trying to transform its economy
with Soviet assistance. One dee-
gate told me that it was easy 10 sdy
that Cuba gets money from the
Russians, but, he continued, “‘so do
we—we get from all over the world,

and indeed, we have been receiving
aid from Europe for nearly three
hundred years. It is not who you get
the money from, but what you de
with it, and the Cuban; seem to
have used this money well in that
they have ottempted to provide food,
clothing, and shelter for their peopie.’”’
There is apother factor that is
often overlooked about Cuba’s role
in the non-aligned movement.
Cuba, it must be remembered, is,
in the final analysis, a Caribbean
nation. The Caribbean was the
first modern society established
in the New World. It was created
with fragments from Europe, Asia,
and most importantly, Africa. In a
sociological sense, it could be
argued that the Caribbean was the
first interpational society in the
New ‘World. This sociological
characterisic gives nations like Cuba
and Jlamaica a distinct advantage
in world politics. It is therefore
no accident that in many inter-
national  gatherings, Caribbe=an
countries often assume leadership
positions primarily because they
seem to be .comfortable with the
whole range of the world’s cultures
which they are quite accustomed
to in their own societies. As coun-
tries like Cuba, jamaica, and Guyana,
continue to participate in world poli-
tics one must begin to understand
them not merely as satellites of
the existing world system but as®
individual nations trying to work
out tneir destinies in the labyrinth
of world politics.

Indeed, it is this very aspecs
of world political development that
seems to have constantly confused
US foreign policy makers, namely,
their incapacity to understand that
nations and peoples do develop
autonomous views of the worlp
and that even those who are 2
subject people are capable of being
independent. 't could thus be
argued that US foreign policy
Is often based on two dangerous
and erropeous assumptiong The
first assumption is that the late
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&ntrance of the nations of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, into
the political world means that
they do not have the experience
to deal with the complexities
of world politics. Such an assump-
tion fails te recognize the fact
that many of the peoples of the
Third World have had a leng zind
prolonged dealing with the nations
of Eurcpe and the world system
fenerally. As a result of the strug-
gle against colonialism, many of
these peoples li:ve developed a
very sophisticated understanding of
werld politics. They thus view tha Up
ited States’ attempt tolecture them
on world politics as an act of arrog-
ance: such an arrogance they deem
iligrounded for they conceive of
the Upited States itselfl as being
a very new nation In the realm of
world politics. They zlse resent
the fact that the Western nations
have often assumed that just be-
cause a nation is peoor it is incapa-
ble of being accepted into the family
of nations as an equal unit. Many
of these countries have objected
that just because they are “eco-
nomically backward’ does not make
them sociologically, racially, and
intellectually inferior. For the
nen-aligned peoples, the attitude
of the West, and particularly of
the Unpited States, towards them
appears to be blatantly racist. it is
precisely for these reasons that
a pormally moderate leader like
Jullug Nyerere should become out-
raged 2t the suggestion of Wes-
tern nations as to how Africans
should handle the Issue of foreign
domination. As one African dele-
gate said in Havana at the Bureau
meeting, “we do not tell the Ameri-
cans who should belong to NATO
and hence, they should do us the
favour of allowing us to decide
who should or should not be a
member of ocur grouping.”

SRl LANKA AT HAVANA

Both the New York Times and
the Woashinzton Post saw Sri Lanka
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48 ope ef those moderate nations
that was likely to follow US leader-
ship, especially since there had
besn a recent change of goverp-
ment. Therefore, at the Havapa
meeting the delegates of the non-
aligned nations were extremely
interested in observing  what the
policy and attitude of the prew
government's delegates would be.
Foreign Minister Hamezed
and his delegation indeed aec-
credited themselves well. Srj
Lanka proceeded to behave like
a seaior member of the non-
aligned mavement and won the
respect of all the deiegations.
This, after all, was the first time
that the new government, and
especially its Foreign Minister,
would participate in a Bureau meet-
ing. There was a great fear that
since non-alignment was so close-
Iy identified with the Bandara-
naike government the new govern-
ment, out of spite, would play 2
very npegative role in the move-
ment. Foreign Minister Hameed
allayed ‘many of these fears, for.
in an act of statesmanship, he
gave credit to the preyious gov-
ernment for its role, especially
in the hosting of the Summit in
Sri Lanka, but also quietly poted
that it was, after all, his party,
the UNP, and its Fresident, who
were at Bandung, ard that Sri
Lanka would continue its policy
of non-alignment, a policy which
he feit was, irrespective of party
differences, the bi-partisan policy
of the gcvernmazit.
If there were any differences
between the two governments
most of the dslegates con-
cluded that it was one of
style rather than content. The
new Forsign Minister seems to
emphasize “quiet diplomacy’,
Behind the scenes, Sri Lanka
seems to have played a quiet

but constructive role In
preparing for the coming
Foreign Minister's meeting.

It was also becoming clear

Report From Havang

that as the meeting proceede.

rd Sri Lanka was making sure
that there would be a smooth
transfer ef office from it
roie as Chairman to the naw

Chairman, Cuba.

Sri Lanka also came to the meat-
ing with som= very concrate pro-
posais that were taken with great
seriousness by the Bureau. The
President's proposal ‘or a world
disarmament  authority was  first
anpounced at the Bureau meeting
in Havapa, which meant that the
new -Sri Lanka government was
continuing the past policy of using
the non-aligned movemsent to
initiate mazjor for:zigp policy pro-
posils.  However, this progposal
calling for a disarmament autha:
rity was not taken seriously by
the West at the United Nations
disarmament conference The
Upited States had made it clear
it was not going to allow itsalf
to b= pressured by the “tyranny
or the majority’—to use Patrick
Moynihan's phrase—into accept-
ing any proposals that would .tie
its hands. In fact, many of the
delegates who left Havana apd
came to the world disarmament
conference became cenvinced that
the very fact that the initiative
for a world disarmament authority
and a world disarmament special
session came from the non-aligned
yas epnough reason for the West
not to take it sericusly. In spite
of the cold reception that the dis-
armament special session gave to
the President’s proposal, the bro-
posal itself merits serious en-
tion. A number of nations had
hoped that Sri Lapka would deve-
lop this proposal further and that
concrete action could be taken
upon it at a later date.

Sri Lapka also made an excep-
tionally important proposal which
will prove to be of epormous Im-
portance to the movement as a
whole, namely that of creating a
documents center. Again, Foreign
Minister Hameed pointed out in an
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interview thaet Sri Lanka's view of
non-elighment was that it should
emphasize regional co-operation at
all levels. Therefore, Sri Lanka was
anxious to create a center which at
first could be of great use not only
to the peoples of Sri Lanka bt
also to those in the region. A docy-
mentation center will be of great
importance, especially at thig stage
in the history of the movement.
Indeed, it is outrageous that most
of the documentation zbout tha
character and nature of the moye-
ment is now to be found iy Waes-
tern universitiesand libraries rather
than in the nop-aligned coupntries
themselves. it i3 exceptionally
important that the nen-aligned
countries retain proper records of
the movement primarily because
it' is becoming apparent that a
number of nations are attempting
to destabilize the movement, Des-
tabilization, as we all know, takes
place by the distortion of facts
and histery. But it is hoped that a
documentation center will not be
a mere collection of documents,
but that i: will be an avenue by
which reliable and quick informa-
tion about recent developments
in the movement can be made
available to the policy makers
themselves. My own study of the
movement reveals that it is much
easier to find out about political,
economic, and social development
within the nonp-alighed movements
in the West rather than in the
non-aligged countries themselves.
It is hoped that if such a center ig
created,git would also result in
the publication of a journal which
will communicate with all the nen-
aligned nations the nature of the
holdings and the kinds of infor-
mation that is required for a smooth
functioning of the nop-aligned
movement.

There are many who feel that
the time has come for the non-
aligned movement to begin to
develop a centralized bureau where
much of this kind of work can be

i7 :
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carried out.  There are. others,
however, who are equally convin-
ced that once you Institutionalize
a movement like this it may result
In copsiderable political bickering
25 to the geographic location of
the headquarters, apd thus des-
troy the informal character of the
movement. It should be noted.
however, that as the movement
grows and as itg undertakings
increase, there will be a greater
need for some kind of co-ordinat-
ing bedy. It is certainly to be hoped
that the non-aligned movement
will not create apother inter
natioral bure?zucr'-.c-;;.

1n spite of the efforts of many
to destroy the movement, it
is geing to be vary difficult
for the enemies of the move-
ment to destroy it. After every
Summit, Western analysts have
always pradicted that the “union
of begsars” are bouad te de-
vour each other. On every
occasion, the reality of world
politics, namely facing war and
hunger, has glven strength to
the movement., It may be th:t
the wretched and poor will
inherit the ezrth, for they havz
nothinz tc loose except to re-
cover their bodies from the
effects of npapalm bLombs and
malnutrition.
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IS IT POSSIBLE?

A Military Coup

In India

by Major General
S. N, Antia (Retd.)

IS THE PREVAILING POLITICAL SITU-
ATION IN ,INDIA TOPAY SO MURKY
THAT EVEN A SEASONED AND
EXPERIENCED  SENIOR  POLITI-
CIAN LIKE E, M. S. NAMBOODIRI-

PAD IN A RECENT STATEMENT IN -

CALCUTTA PROPHESIED THE POSSI-

BILITY OF AN ARMY COUP IN iNpA
IN AN UNSTABLE SITUATION CAU-
SED BY THE CONFUSION IN THE
JANATA PARTY?

Berhapg Namboadiripad’s state-
ment is based on the hypothesis
that ip a deteriorating  political
Situation there may come 2 time
when normal political processes
would cease to function or exist
and the dangers of a military ig-
tervention by the armed forces
may therefore be inherent in such
3 situation. It is perhaps correct
to state that the Japata Goverp-
ments both at the Centre and the
States have shown their incapa-
bility to provide firm, enlighteped
and effective leadership, the de-
sired . political stability and 3
clear-cut direction in economic
and social fielas.  There seems
to be a pervasive sense of cynicism
amongst the masses which in turg
affects the lowering of nationz]
morale.

It must, however, be appre-
ciated that we tend somehow
to accentuate cur shortcom-
ings while ignoring some posi-
tive gains of the lanata gov-
ernments in restoring to us
within a short period of one
year the liberty and freedom
curtailed during the dark days
of Emergency.

Yet, Mamboodiripad is per-
fectly correct when he as-
serts in amplification of his
statement on military take-
over that the pclitical forces
in India are not interested
in army rule. This is how it
should b® in a democratic
system. For that matter
neither have the Armed For-
ces of India, who have shown
their steadfast patriotism
and loyalty in ample mea.
sure throughout free India’s
post-independence perjod,
given any shred of evi-
dence either by word or
deed or the remotest indi-
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cation of interfering with the
cauntry’s  established poli-
tical system in any manner,
least of all a military take-
over under the prevailing poli-
tical, economic and social
environment in the coun-
try. The Armed Forces be-
lieve as much as the political
parties do that any change
of government must be ac-
cording to the provisions of
the Constitution.

Since this is the first time that a

senior politician of the country .

Wwho is also a ranking functionary
of a political party at national level
has publicly made astatement hy-
pothetical or otherwise, of the
possibility of a military coup in
India, perhaps it would be in the
public interest if we were to hones-
tly and frankly analyse the possi-
bility of a military takeover in this
country under the prevailing con-
ditions and to what extent it can
succeed. This is more so since a
disgruntled section of the popula-
tion in this country erroneously
believes that perhaps this is the
only remedy for India when con-
fronted with hard and unpopular
political, economic or social policy
decisions, or some form of break-
down in the law and order situa
tion, industrial unrest, student agi-
tations etc., without realising the
full implications cf the loss of li-
berty and freedom under the crunch
of military backfoot or the shadow
of bayonet.

There are many facets which
may engender a military takeover,
Firstly, the armed forces and parti-
cularly its erudite cadre of senior,
junior officers or a combination of
both have been politically Indoctri-
nated, have political amkitions, are
too close to a particular political
party and its ideology, or else
derive their inspiration from fore-
ign sources.

Secondly, there must exist in the
country some practical manifesta-
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tion of such malfunctioning of the
Bovernment at the Centre and the
States whizh make conditions so
oppressive and unbearable both
in domestic and external affairs
as to bring the pation Into ridicule
and disrepute and where foreign
elements are eager or only too
willing to step in to instal a puppet
government or a military junta
amsndable to their political or dic-
tatorial philosophy or designs.

Thirdly, conditions are such in
the pation in which the three
organs of our democratic system,
namely, the executive, legislature
and judiciary are at such logger-
heads as to make the effective
and smooth fupctioning of the
Constitution or  constitutional
proyvisions almost impossible.
In this state of near-anarchy and
consequent breakdown of the
admipistrative machinery and law
and order problem the armed
forces may deem fit to step in the
breach.

Feurthly, there is widespread
dissatisfaction amongst the armed
forces themselves for the failure
of the government to safeguard
their own interests or the terri-
torial integrity of the country,
its mode of functioning and non-
imbplemsntation of major policies
which will embelden them through
open or surreptitious support of
political parties not in power or
parties whose philosophy and lo-
yalty is extra-territorial, to take
over the reins of government or
else be instrumental in installing a
governmant of their choice and
rule the country behind its facade,

It must, however, be appreciated
that in a vast country like India,
with its diversity, regional and
parochial trends,
social  disparities,  sensitiveness
to regional languages etc., there
will always be an interplay of these-
types of disruptive tendencies. Yet
asin the past, these issues manifest
themselves singly and periodically

economic and .

Coup In Indig?

in one region or another and will
not constitute conditions extreme
enough to offer any valid and legi-
timate excuse for the armed forces
to interfere even though these
causes also have its effect on the
rank and file in the Services and
their kith and kin in civil life.

Taking the above brocad fac-
tors into consideration which
may germinate the seeds of a
military takeover, are we to
assume that one or more or a
combination of the :bove fac-
ters are prevalent teday in
the country to tempt the armed
forces to stage a coup? An ob-
jective and dispassionate ana-
lysis of the prevailing condition
in the country will prove to
the contrary.

In March 1977 the nation accom-
plished its second liberation th-
rough free elections in a peaceful
manner thus enhancing the pres-
tige and dignity of the country in
the comity of pations. This is the
greatest tribute to the people of
India, its political system and the
nation’s resolve and desire to up-
hold the Constitution through de-
mocratic processes. The election
results both for the Parliament
and the State legislatures proved
beyond 2 shadow of doubt that
there is no place in India for an
authoritarian rule or the type of
dictatorship in guise imposed on
the people without their mandate.
The same constitutional processes
continue even today culminating
in peaceful elections held’. under
the law of the land in thg? strife-
torn state of Mizoram.

All tnis is solid proof enougn of
the political maturity and sagacity
of the nation and its people. The
Government has restored to us the
freedoms which were curtailed or
eliminated during the dark duys of
Emergency and the three major ele-
ments of our democratic system
restored to their original status, by
and large, the political system cor-
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tinues to work effectively irrespec-
tive of the fact that there are many
political parties wlich have come
into power in the States and Union
Territories different from the party
in power at the Cantre.

Our demestic and.exterpal poli-
cies nave beep generally accepted
and welcemed by ths people and
there is no doubt that the govern-
ments both at the Ce,tre and the
States are determined to fulfil
the pledges to the people. How-
ever, this is not to state that all
our national cr state policies are
sound or tneir implementation
without bemish—yet this is only
to highilight the fact that none
of the main causes which may en-
tail a military takeover are over-
ridingly present so as to change
the entire complexion of our
national polity or democratic Sys-
tem to be substituted by a bunch
cf leather necks.

In highlighting the internal
stability in India, the record of
our armed forces stands out like
a shining beacon. Had the armed
forces and its leadership so de-
sired during the dark days of Emer
gency when great was the tempta-
tion and bait thrown at them they
could have easily succumbed to
pressure, yet it must be stated
with full pride and credit that true
to their time-honoured traditions
they kept themselves scrupulously

aloof and were to reassert their
patriotism and loyalty not to
Indira Gandhi as such but to the
Government in power as is re-
quired of them.

In all the peclitical upheaval
and turmoil they hzve, not
even by implication, given
the slightest cause or doubt
‘about their loyalty to the
nation. The triumph of the
democratic system in this
country ever since Indepen-
dence is no less a triumph
for the armed forces for re:
maining apolitical
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Perhaps the trauma of the Emer-
gency period has been the testing
time for the armed forces as apart
from its constituticnal and poli-
tical aspects they have remained
steadfast in their resolve to main-
tain and uphold the integrity of
the nation in the gravest crisis it
has faced internally inspite of the
fact that their kith and kin in civil
life were subiected to all the ri-
gours, hardships, humiliations
and unsavoury aspects imposed
during this dark period.

Where are then the Symptoms
of a military takeover? Does Nam-
boodiripad consider the political
differences within the Janata Party,
the interplay of constitutional or
political  confrontations including
that of his own party, causes enough
for the darmed forces to interfere
with the democratic processes, or,
does he feel that the present levels
of law and order situation, the
economic and social environment,
industrial and labour unrest, stu-
dent agitations for cne cause or
another, atrocities on Harijans, and
so on, offers an appropriate mo-
ment for the armed forces to step
in? Conditions in the country
which we are experiencing today
are no better or worse in volume
or intensity than they were since
independence.

On the contrary, it could be
stated that the country has gone
through more traumatic experi-
ences during the last three decades
which were most explosive such
as the armed rebellion in Telen-
gana, the riots, destruction and
strong public reaction to the re-
organisation of States on linguistic
basis, the language issue, the Maha-
rashtra-Mysore border problem,
the status of Chandigarh; we had
industrial and labour disputes apnd
unrest before and the student
agitations have also been with us
in the past; there have been law
and order problems and the mi-
norities are no better or worse
than before.

Yet we have gope through all
these experiences, explosives and
emotional as these may haye ap-
peared when first originated, but
we have, time and again, defused
the situation in most cases through
democratic means, discussions and
negotiations in appropriate forums.
Here too, the armed forces as of
now have rendered yeoman service
in aid to civil power in a most
efficient but humane manner whenp-
ever called upon to discharge this
distasteful task. All credit, there-
fore, is due to them as they have
time and again demonstrated that
they are a cementing force in the
country’s varied and chequered
life and that their actions have
always been guided by the best
traditions of the Services and the
sacrifices they have made even at
the cost of many lives as in Naga-
land and Mizoram.

It can therefore be seen that
even upnder the present circums-
tances and notwithstanding certain
disruptive trends in some parts
of this vast country the stability
and integrity of the country is
intact and it will only be an illu-
sion to hope that the political
system will be superseded by
another system, least of all from
the defence services.

A military takeover in India
will be extremely diffizult to
plaa and equally difficult to
execute, Unlike tradivional
military operations a coup

has its limitations from the
very inception of such an
idea. As constituted, the

three wings of the Armed
Forces ‘have their separate
identity, their own military
philesophy and traditions,
and each Service is headed
by its own professional head.
Even the mooting of an idea
of a military cour can be a
non-stzrter and cause,great
embarrassment to the ini-
tiator if the idea iIs rejected—
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as it is certainiy bound to be
-~since this course of action
would be an anathema to
their long and cherished ser-
vice traditions,

1

india is a vast country with long
distaneas; some of our statss are
bigger than many nations of Europe.
To be successful, a coup must be
planned on  an all-lndia level—
mere military takeover of the
nations® capital city or takeover
in one or two neighbouring Statzs
will not serve the purpose. In a
military takeover, it is most es-
sential \that greatest amount of
secrecy, both of intent and timing,
is maintained; it must entail the
capture or elimination of political
ieaders and others whose pre-
Sence may be found to be incon-
venient. It will entail physical
takeover of Parliament and State
Legislatures, the Presidential palace
airfields and other vital rail and
road communication centres
mass media apparatus like the radio
and television, putting a clamp on
the press and imposition of censor-
ship, control of essential services
like power and water-supply ins-
tallations, to name only a few es-
sential ones. The effect of all this
not only in the pation's Capital
but threcughout the length and
bredth: of India will nave to be
appreciated in terms of the effort
and time, the quantum of troops
required, their movement and de-
ployment with all tne parapher-
nalia like tanks etc., and the resis-
tarice they may encounter.

The bulk of our Armed Forces
and particularly the Army troops
are deployed in the forward areas
and only a small percentage is to
be found in peacetime cantonments.
A coup on 2all-india level will there-
fore necessitate uging all the troops
thus leaving the frontiers vul-
nerabla; if this were to happen then
it will pe against the doctrine of
military coups wherein the fron-
tiers must be secure against any
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outside intefference or, dggression
across the borders at a most yul-
nerable period. Through sheer
necessity therefore the quantum of
troops available to a coup leader
in. India will ke totally insufficient
to meet the minimum require-
ments of a military takeover thro-
ughout the country.

Any piecemeal takeover will be
a hazardous operation and will en-
counter resistance from paramili-
tary apnd armed and other pclice
forces loyal to the government,
backed up by resistance from the
population and which in turn may
result in a bloody civil war. In
a vast country with an open and

free society, secrecy will be diffi-

cult to maintain as large-scale con-
ceptration and movement of troops
all over the country In peacetime
will alter the governmen’s interna l
surveillance agencies.

The Services themselves must
be fully aware they would not
have the npecessary training or
expertise to run a government
uf a country like India with all
its attendant problems apnd the
examples of some of our neigh-
bours where military rule prevails
must surely give them secend
thoughts as to their own role and
capability in a coup situation.

In sum, the above brief apalysis
would indicate that under the
prevailing conditions there are no
acute symptoms which can cause a
military takeover. ! Sezcopdly, in a
large couptry like India its plan-
ning and execution will be ex-
tremaly difficult and fraught with
dapngers both internally and across
the borders. Thirdly, the Armed
Forces have proved beyond the
shadow of doubt their unfailing
loyalty, patriotism and devotion to

their professicn as well as remain
ing apclitical.  With their back-
ground and record they have

proved to be a upifying and stabi-
lising force in maintaining the
democratic character of our poli-
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cical system. Finslly, neither haye
they harboured any idea of a mili-
tary takeovar in the past por are
they likely to dec so in the fuiure.
WWhen 2ll around us in the sub-
continent as well as in South-east
and West Asia and amongst the
newly emerging nations in Africa
and elsewhere, military dictator
ships of cne hue or the other have
snuffed out democracy, the image
of free, independent and sovercign
democratic Indiashines like a force
of liberty. In upholdinz this torch
of liberty the share of our Armszd
Forces is no less as by their loyalty
and devotion, they have remained
steadfast in the primary task of
ensuring the security of the country
against external aggression, as well
as by their impartial behaviour,
as a cementing and unifying force
internally. Any ! other implied
motive would only be churlish
and demeaning to a valiant band
of servicemen who have given
their utmost, both in peace and
war in the service of the nation.
Let us pot in our ignorance
and impatience cry coup too often.
The Armed Forces of India are
unlikely to succumb to any such
rash temptation.
—Mainstraam, tuly |, 1978
= B2 S8 it

CARAVAN FAMILY—I4

Discovering Delft
by Inna Trimmer

Mummie was quite perky after
a nap and at 4 o'clock Soosaimuttu
condicted them along the shove
back to the jetty where a cart
awaited them with a pair of bulis,
large white creatures with long
curving horps. They were tossing
their heads impatient to be off,

“| had the hood taken off Dorai
so that everyone can see better.”
First
inside,

They clambered in. the

children who stood then
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Mummie and Daddy who sat at
the backs and hung their jegs.
Soosaimuttu tock his seat by the
driver, Off they rattled in ‘fine
vstyle, watched by surely everyope
in Delft.

With shouts
urged farward.

“Daddy,” said Ranjit, “They have
a different way of dri.ing bulls.
Why don't they say jok, muck,
titta like 2t home?”

“Because uothing is the same.
The north and south of Ceylon

are peoles apart. We are pew in
apother werld,”

the bulis ‘were

At a rollicking pace the cart
rumbled over the hard, white,
limestone road.

“LLLL” stuttered Mummie.

Daddy looked at her in amaze-
ment but when. he tried to speak
he did the same.

“Wa-wa-wa-what’s wrong?”’

Mummie shricked with laughter;
so did the children.

“'3.5.8. serves you right. :lt's the
jorjoojolting.”’

“1I1. jolting it was ipdeed.
They all shook an4d shivered like
jellies as the great wheels of the
cart ground the powdery limestone
like a metal crusher.

“Look on your left”, shouted
Daddy. He could hardly be heard
in the noise made by the cart.
“Did you ever see such a strange
sight?"”

Strange indeed it was. There
stcod a palmyrah palm co:npletely
surrounded by an enormous banyan
tree. They were both growing
tcgether, not side by side, but
the palm looked as if it had grown
out of the banyan tree.

“Which came first the chicken
or the -egg’’ asked Mummie.

“What d'you mean? Ah yes! |
understand. The palmyrah grew
first. Then when it was half grown
a bird dropped a banyan seed
which took root amongst .its' bran-
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ches. So the two grew togethér,
the palmyrah straight and tall and
the banyan which had flung its
tentacle-like roots down to the
greund and havipg got a foothold
there, encircling the palm in its
embrace.

It's sometimes known as the
marriage of the banyan and the
palm. Eventually the palm dies,
killed by the banyan tree, strapng-
led to death by the thing that it
had nurturad.”

“Soosai,” called Daddy. “Dop't
forget to stop at the old Dutch
Stables.”

“Ay! Ay Dorai! Here we are at
the very spot.”

They jumped off glad to be out
of the cart. Soosaimuttu led the
way to the ruins of the famous
oid Dutch Stables, a colbny of
buildings composed of rooms like
compartments where the horses
were stabled in the days of long
ago. Not a single room was left
out the cora stone walls stil! stood
as strong as ever, blackened with
age and the elements.

“They bred horses here and sent
them azross to the mainland from
where they were distributed all

~over Ceylon.

‘1 remember my grandfather had
a Delft pony which he used to
drive a log-cart, a sturdy little
brute but weak in the knees. They
are all supposed to be weak in
their knees, due, | believe, to mal-
nutrition. These stables have hou-
sed well over a hupdred in the
good old days. They were hardy
animals but small.”

“Are there any now in Delft!"
asked Mummie.

“Oh yes! But the numbers have
dwindled so much that pno ope
worries about them. :| mean they
are not cared for. They just run
wild and live as they can on grass
of which there’s little in this island.
| believe they'd eat even paper :in
their hupger, sometimes. The

horse age is past and man now
has po further use for them.”
-

“Daddy 1 want a horse” cried
Nila.

“i alse”, said Ranijit excitedly.

“But we haven't even seen one
vet,’” Varuni was sceptical abecut
the horses.

“Be patient” was Daddy’s ceply.
“With luck we should see a few.
They don’t roam all over Delft.
They are only found on the Horse
Plains, 2 vast track of flat land ip
the south of this island. We ara
going there later but not today.”

“Villa, what are you doing?”

Mummie was bending down apd
busily scraping away at the thin
covering of grass and moss on the
ground. _

“Lock Richard, there's hardly
any soil here. It's only white coral.
We are stapding on coral; pot
earth. How does anything srow
in this place?”

“Well, they get a foothold some-
how, and many are surface feeders.
You'll be amazed when you see
the trees that eke out life op this
coral mountain top, Delft is just
that, 2 huge out-cropping of coraj
from the depths of the sea.”

“Daddy, come apd see these
wells’’, shouted Ranjit.

They pecred into a shaft of coral
that seemed to strike deep into
the island’'s very foundations.

“! can see a. glint of water,”
said Mummie.

“Look! another well,
ther, and apother.”

and @no-

“Therz are about sixty, 21l con-
nected by 2 maze of complicated
channels, to bring water to hun-
dreds of horses. Horse breeding
was a lucrative business then. let's
get on, we have more to see.”

They packed themselves into the
cart again and with a clatter of
wheels dashed off.

“Daddy, some more palms .and
banyans have got married)'’ called
Ranjit.
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Palmyrahs engulfed in the
strangling hold of spreading ban-
yans were indeed a common sight
in Delft. “Thugs of the vegetable
world, these banyans,’’ said Daddy.
“Stop! stop!”” he shouted.

The two bulls nearly had their
heads off with the force of the
sudden brakes put on them.

“A Baobab tree.
mustn’'t miss it."”

Come on. We

“Why?" asked Mummie.

“Because it's a rarity in Ceylon.
Except for this one there are a
few in Mannar. No more. as for
as | know." =

Out they tumbled to walk a
few yards to the strange mons-

trosity that had grown in alien
surroundings.
“No one knows how these

bacbab trees found their way to
Ceylon. They are not indigesous
nor have they adapted themselves
to conditions here and spread as
other imported trees have donea.
A few isolated ones are still grow-
ing probably where they were
planted by those who introduced
them, but who brought them from
the west coast of Africa is still a
mystery.

“Some think it's the Portuguese
but their age refutes this conjec-
ture. They are far older than the
Portuguese era. Ancient mariners
from a far off land, in long forgot-
ten years are probably respon-
sible. The baobab is one of the
most long lived in the vegetable
kingdom. Some attain the vene-
rable age of even 5,000 years.

“it's also known as the Judas
tree becavse it bears a seed pod
in the shaps of a bag whicn con-
tains exactly 30 coin shaped seeds,
the thirty pieces of silver, a trai-
tor’s pr1ce. And it is said he hanged
himself from a baobab tree.
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They walked in and out of all
that was left of the large old two-
storeyed building, vanguard of
the many fortifications at the en-
trance to the porth of Ceylon, and
gazed in horror at the little square
dungeon below ground level.

“‘Daddy, there’s no door, only
that tiny window. How did the
prisoners go in?"

“They were pushed through that
little opening Ranjit. Poor devils.

 There was no mercy in those days.

We must go back now. | can’t
leave Delft without a visit to my
old friend the Maniyagar."

“What's a Maniyagar?"'

“He's the chief here, putha. He
represents the government as a
Government Agent does in a pre-
vince."

So they called at the Residency,
a fine old Dutch house, a perfect
specimen of the architecture cf
that time with wide verandahs
and huge pillars, meant for gra-
cious living. a building essentially
for coolness, strength and comfort.

While Daddy and Mummie chat-
ted to the Maniyagar, Soosaimuttu
took the chiidren to see the ancient
pigeon cot. They came running
back in a few minures.

“Daddy, Mummie, come and see!
A Dutch pigeon cot. Hundreds
and thousands of rnigeons can live
in il‘,”

The Maniyagar
at Ranjit.

smiled kindly

“l think he is almost right. Cer-
tainly several hundreds can be
accommodated. It's of solid coral.
The base is eight feet square, and
its thirty feet high, with five storeys,
but for some reason not a pigeon
will stay there.”

They returned in time for a
sea bath in the gentle waters of
the harbour, befcre an early dinper.:

Novel About 1971

ACID BOﬂ_ﬁ_ EXPLQSIONfS_
Chapter Five

In A Government
Office

by James Goonewardene

The Story So Far

Deva, an England-returned artist,
failed to get a response from the
art world of Sri Lanka. He found
himself a job as an Art Master
in a Maha Vidyalaya in a remote
arca by the sea. The Principal,
Piyaratne, is a figure from the
old world of Sri Lanka's educa-
tional system, while Ariya, the
manager of the local resthouse
with whom Deva has struck up a
friendsnip was sensitive to the
disturbing realities, even the un-
derground trends, swelling up in
the country at this time. In a
discussion, after Deva's appeint-
ment, Ariya reveals that he was
perturbed about many strange
things that hade happened in the
neighbourhood recently. Deva
gives up his rooms in Colombo
and asks his brother, a highly
successful money-spinning archi-
tect to look after hris collection
of unsold sculptures. The bro-
ther, aghast at the thought that
Deva should waste his talents in
a rural village school, offers him
money to enable him to go back
to London to resume his career
as a sculptor and regain his for-
mer popularity, wealth and suc-
cess. Deva refuses because he
has no desire to escape to London
and what the world regards as
fame........

He stood at the bus halt the
following morning and watched
the buses roll by, crowded—peo-
ple clinging to the overhead pole
like shabby clothes in a forgotten
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wardrobe, swaying and bumping
against each other, squee:ed
tightly together. He had to get
on to one of these, he thought,
but how. He did, eventually, He
get a foothold on on= and pushed
himself in. The bus had alteady
started to move. He avoided look-
ing at people’s faces as he conti-
nued to squeeze himself through,
using his elbows and feet as he
continued to wriggle forward. At
last he was in. He felt hot. He
started to scan the faces round
him, the gaunt, straiped sun-blacx«-
ened faces. They seemed used to
their discomfort, the brown faces,
the grey faces—a  people who
‘had  multipiled themselves along
with their problems which nei-
ther ahimsa, maithri nor karupa
could do anything to alleviate.
An old woman started to reach
up for the pole overhead and fail-
ing to reach it she lost her balance,
and suddenly she dropped a pile
of ration cards. The feet had al-
ready begun to tread on them.
She was immediately bent double,
groping for them with her wizened
hand, her precious ration cards
that gave her and her family the
right to a few measures of rice,
a few: ounces of dried fish and cor-
riander and maldive fish or any-
thing else that had to be raticned
at any one moment. There she was
with her arthritic back bent and
crying for help, her cries smo-
thered by the wheeze and clang
of the battered old double decker.
Deva suddenly thrust his way in,
pushing ferociously forward in
an attempt to help retrieve her
cards. He heard the curses and
groans, and felt the jabs in his back,

“Why don’t you leave them down
there; the old woman should know
to look after her ration cards.
Why doesn’t she stay at home
and get someone younger to get
the ration for her.” “That’s right—
these old women, crowding the
buses and preventing people from
getting to work.”

a3 -

“It's all right for you, you heart-
less man,"” protested a voice. “You
must be getting your rice in the
black-market.”

“Yes, the poor womap, its eno-
ugh standing in queues to also gat
abused by fools like you,"
womar;’s voice.

“That’s right—people only think
of thems=lyes—bad enough to haye
ration cards—what would she be
without them—stateless like a kal-
lathoni.”” said another woman.

said a

Deva found the cards and push-
ing his hand through the crowd
he gave the cards to her.

“There are only five here,”
groaned the woman, “there’s one
missing.”” Deva dived into the

crowd again. Someone had found
the missing card. After the brief
adventure Deva had, once more,
to find 2 spot to stand in, and once
more, to elbow his way through.
Already he was learning how to
do it, how to be indifferent to
other people’s comfort. It was
the new life-style in the city, and
his mind started to reach out to
the silence and quiet of the back-

wash he had found a job in. Bet-
ter the thing he did than this
struggle, better the aponymity
and peace than this perpetual
state of irritation and anger and
frustration. .

The bus reached the Fort. He

got off and started to walk, his
clothes crumpled and sweat rid-
den. He made inquiries and, at
last, came to the office he was
looking for. The official he was
looking for had besn a friend of
his in the past. It was some months
earlier he had last heard from him,
a brief note to say he would like
to meet him and have a chat about
old times, over a meal, perhaps.
No date was fixed and no invita-
tion came. A sudden silence fol-
lowed it.

He had two reasons for going

to see him now. He was going
to tell him about his decision to

move out to this  provincial
township, and also to try to Jget
his help in a little official matter
that had been bothering him. He
started to climb the creaking stair-
case. His friend was opne of the
few officials he had met in his life
who had imagination. In some
whimsical moment he had decided
to join the administrative service
and had dedicated himself to it
with the same devotion he would
have given to any other upder-
taking.

He took the steps slowly while
he cast his eyes round the old
colonial building, its large, heavy
pillars, wide stone verandahs. The
first individual he met was the
peon. There have always beep
peons in government departments
whose function was to carry and
fetch and perform other minor
tasks or sit mutely in some corper
until needed. It was menial and
had no compensation of any kind.
The man grew old in his job ana
was cast off like an unserviceable
typewriter. His education and
training didn’t fit him for anything
better. The peon, understood
his limitations and grew wise. Thig,
sometimes, made him indispensable;
people began to depend on him
for advice. His departure, when
all this was over, became ap act
of personal sorrow to those who®
had been associated with him.
One couldn’t escape the fact that
some had to carry and fetch.

The individual he met now waa
different. Yet his tasks were still
‘the same. He fetched and carried
or sat in a chair mutely, but his
chair was now placed in such a
position as* to give him a view of
everything that took place inside
an office. His training and educa-
tion was what it had been earlier.
He was, in these respects, every,
bit like his earlier counterpart,
but he had altered. The knowledge
he had of the weaknesses and
strengths of clerks and officers and
of the various files and their loca-
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tiops, and of the different subter-
fuges adopted by his superiors to
escape responsibility or far self-
advancement he had developed
skills in using. He had learned
how tp exert pressures in the
right places. Having no usefulness.
no real usefu'ness he had come to
recognise the usefulness of the
little bits of kpowledge he had
gathered and suddenly, with the
politicsl changes that had come
into being he foupd his own in-
filusnce and authority had grown.
He had suddes;ly become a politi-
cal symbol of importance, but
being conscious of a lack of skills
he turned himself into an objec-
tionable being. Replies to simple
questions became ap occasion for
aisplaying boorishness. He found
others like himself and formed
groups and through this his power
'to obstruct was extended.

There was such a peon, it seemed:
in this particular office Deva hap-
pened now to come to. Deva came
to the landing of the floor which
he believed his friend was on and
there seated in a chair, in an up-
right chair, dressed in a long white
khamisey and sarong was the peon.
Deva had come now to dread any
contact with a peon. He had not
yet met a polite and well mannered

~ peon, not since his return. Un-
known to him his nervousness
had suddenly increased. Contact
with a peon had always become
qow an encounter, 2 confronta-
tion. The peon's reaction Wwas
one of instant hate and dislike;
it had no visible cause. It came from
within the man's own mind. His
dislike had become an act of office,
and this act of office, in view of
the recent political allignments,
was to obstruct anyone who, by
some remote chance could be a
member of that class of society
they were going to oust from
earlier held positions. At his union
meetings he had been told that
¢his ‘was his function, and that
function was to usher in a society
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* for working people »nd to him ghat

meant himself and his friends and
everyone else who thought like
him, and there was this peon
now, a thin, dark, hawk faced
man with a square, angular jaw
seated there swinging his knees
rapidly in an inward and outward
movement as if he had an accor-
ajan between his legs. Deva worn-
dered whether he could get past
him without being seen, but the
man was put there precisely for
that purpose, to prevent anyons
speaking in, and here at last, was
something to do, seme victim to
put on the rack, to bully.

“Uhp®™ he gruntzd. “What do
you want?” he had a sharp grating
voice which spapped like pincers,

Deva was jerked to a halt. The
man didn’t move from his chair.
Ha had his eves fixed on Deva
as he continued to swing his l2gs.

“| want to see the Director,”
said Deva finding his voice, at last.

“The Director?” snapped the
pincers.

“Yes, the Director.”

The man had a smile on his face
now. It was feline like a cat that
knew it had cornered a rat. A long
moment went by during which
the man continued to swing his
legs, the accordian stifl
his legs.

“Uhn", he gruntsd and waited.
“Angkwary clark—there.” the pin-
cers snapping. Then he turned
his head and forgot Deva. Deva
waited a moment as if he feared
the man would suddenly fling a
fire cracker at him for better effect,
but nothing happened. There he
was swinging his legs, sunk in the
tortured world of his private
dreams where he saw himself
picking his way through the com-
plications of lower-rung power
politics. Deva decided he'll take
the risk of slipping past him to
the “Inquiry Clerk” as directed.
He got to the clerk and put his
question to him, He mentioned

between'

A Novel About 971

the name of his friend. The clerk
took no notice of him for several
seconds. He was a youngish, clean
shaven man, dressed in shirt apd
longs. They took pains in selecting
the men for these jobs. The clerk
glanced up at him. Deva repeated
his question. The initial look of
dishelief was followed by one of
amusement.

“He's yhar frang, huh?'' asked
the Clerk in English. His question
would have been in Sinhala, but
seeing Deva he decided he'll take
the tone of mockery. He spoke
his broken English deliberately.

He did it mockingly.

“Yes, said Deva replying in
tinhala.

The clerk gave him an appraising
glance.

“Lje pote here,” he said. He
accompanied the comment with a
gesture he made with his hands
that suggested he had exploided
like a balloen.

“\Will semeone here know where
he isnow!"

The clerk decided now he'll
play cat and mouse with Deva.
There was a pause in which he
seerned to plan how to do it.

“No one know here. He finls.
He pack up things and go. New
Director goat pow.”

“New Director,”

“Nes, new Director—in
rhume there. He tale vou.
frapg, he reactiopary, no!”

He glanced at a colleague and
winked at him.

“Cag | see the new Directo:."'

The clerk was bored with the
game now. He suddenly turned to
a booklet he was reading.

“| want to see the Director--
Can | see him, please!"

“l tole you, yhar frang note
here—his account book close."

“RBut the new Director—he would

know, you said."

The clerk wearily lifted up his
eyes .at Deva and stared at him
as if he were a pest-he would like

said Deva.
the
Y har
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®o stamp on, but then, the next
moment, his eyes suddenly bright-
ened. He turned to the telephone
and started to dial a number.

“His rhume daun dha corydoe~—
you go to rhume—right!”

Deva thought he heard a faint
chickle behind him as he turpned,
but deciding to ignore it he went
on. He went down the corridor,
a wide, gloomy passage. Feople
loitered about hera. Others moved
freely inside a large roem full of
desis and chairs and people. Noise
and laughter issued from it with
loudness and abap-
don. |t was unbelievable that this
was a place of government business,
but there it was, a visible reality
as upassailable as the post one
knocks one’s head agaipnct. He
had heard much about all this,
about what had begun to happen
since they started to recruit peo-
ple under a system of political
patronage, and here he was havipg
his first real experience of such
an office, an office in which such a
system was operating, where men
of little skill and competente were
permitted to control, punish and
revard men more intelligent and
skilled than themselves purzly for
political reasons, a system under
which only the ignorant and the
cunning could progress and ad-
vance to pesitions of power and
influencs.

He came to the room and
knocked. He waited and knocked
again. There was still no response.
A moment went by and there
suddeply appeared a peon, astocky,
thick-necked man who had this
rather sardonic grin on his fice,
Deva explainad to him what it
was abeut, and the peon glanced
down the corridor at the clerk
who was now standing in the door-
way of his room looking down the
passage. ““The mahataya—he told
you he telephone, did he?” the
peon asked. “Yes, he did,”" rep-
lled Deva, and then as a curious

28

suspicion dawned on him he quickly

corrected himself; “ay least, he =
said s0.” The look of amusement

on the peon’s face was undeniable

now. They had played a practical

joke.  They had only pretended

to telephons,

Deva suddenly pushed past him
and into the office of the Director,
Deva’s rude entrance startled the
man behind the large desk. Deya
told him what had happend. There
Wwas no reaction. He had his hands
together, the finger tips touching
in frent of his nose, over which

he gazed at Deyva as if through
the sights of a rifle. They ha stip-
red, put his hands on the dasic.

How was a dumpy little man in
glasses, with a soft, plump face
that was  deceytively babyish.
lgnoring Deva's complaint he asked
in an icey tone of voice, “What
is it you want?” Deva told him apd
this inquiry for his friend was met
with an odd smile that seemed
to emerge slowly from some deep,
darl region inside him. He sat
there behind the large, polished
desk, saying nothing, just smiling,
and clasping and unclasping his
hends and studying the visitor.
Finally he lifted his head as if he
were going to speak, but he said
nothing. He continued to study
Deva’s face. It irritated Deva.

“The clerk out there said he
was po longer in service, is this,
true?”’ he said.

The man behind the desk con-
tinued his scrutiny of Deva’s face.
He seemed so diminutive withip
that large, beautifully furnished
room, but one felt he wielded
power.

“Yes,” he said, at length, “There
is a clean up of the public seryice”

“Clean up of the public service?’s
repeated Deva. “What’s he done!’s

“To create a socialist society
its necessary to begin with fresh
blood. You can't have reactionary
public officers obstructing the pro-

cess of change.” No one Zave you
direct answers anymore, thoughe
Deva. They spun rings round you,
verbal rings.

“The government cap’t wait for
People to reorientate themselves.
it was, perhaps, difficulc for peopla
like your friend to chapge over
night. ¢o they are being eased out
to make reom for fresh thinking.”
Deva felt an odd Seasation in ths
centre of his stomach. The meaning
had become clear. What was his
friend’s crime?  Where did he
fail these people? It was ebyicus
they had sacked him, but no one
seemed willing to tell this to you

directly, They talked in riddles.
The clerk outside spoke of an
accoupt book being closed, and

his director spokzs of socialism and
fresh thinking: The best he could
do was to get out of the building
as fast as he could. it was no lonzer
he who was in need of help, but
his friend whose past efficiency
was being identified with the gov-
ernment that had been scrapped.

Deva wzndered down to the
bus stop feeling quite stunned.
He didn’t know how far they would
g0 to eliminate people they didn’t
like—how tempted they would be
to extend their instruments of
power. His friend was no longer
in a position to help him in the
least fashiop. He felt it would bee
foclish to concern himself with
the response why they had got
rid of him, if that was what they
had dene.  They had sacrificed
efficiency for an ideology whick
seemed at the moment to ke a
brooding, dark thing full of menace
and irrationality.

Ridipng back on the bus the first
thing he saw were the queues
in front of co-operatives, the
result of socialisation and the gra-
dual extension of bureaucratic
control over the smallest detalls
of a man’s life. He had seen queues
everywhere, How had it come
into being and what had “taused
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it and what was going to be the
result of it. His thoughts, by pro-
cess of association went now to
the’ rice ration card. He had not
vet obtained ope for himself. Like
the old woman in the bus he had
to obtain a rice ration card so chat
they could give him a number and
an identity, something with which,
probzbly went the right of the
bureaucrat to extend his power
and influence into your private
bedrcom. What was going to be
the end result of this? This was
the  interesting  question—how
would a society, used to a doctrine
of ahimsa and maithri and karuna
react to this process of brain-
washing. How would it end”.

NEXT WEEK
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LETTER FROM  ABROAD

Citrus Growing
Sir,

In far away Canada the Tribune
copy of 3rd June, 1978 was on my
breakfast table at 8.30 a.m. on the
6th June. Good postal service
efficiency.

« Glancing through the Tribune,
my eyes caught Mr. George L. de
Silva’s letter of 9.5.78 on “Citrus
Growing’”’. All what he has said
is correct, but for record purposes
| wish to elaborate more on the
subject to show how incapable
and, may | say stupid we are in
developing our ecoromy, so that
you and ! and everybody else have
a square meal a day, and not cry
saying that there are seven million
of our brothers and sisters starving.

Citrus—what the villagers
and the ayurvedic doctor says
Pani Dedang is indigenous to Cey-
lon. The traditional areas of grow-
ing citrus were: Vavuniya Bibile,
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Moneragala, Mulegama, Naththan-
diya and Dodangduwa. As time
went on Vavunpiya, Bibile, Mona-
ragala and Mulegama were recog-
nised by the Department of Agri-
culture as citrus growing lands and
established ‘‘Citrus Researcn Sta-
tions”. What research they did
no one knows but they were able
to select a few strains and labelled
them, Vavuniya Seedless, Bibile,
Sweet, and Mulegema High Yield-
ing quality strains. This was during
the colonial era and what good
work the Department did then
came to an end around 1956. Apart
from “better political conception
of what the country should be”
feeding the ever increasing popu-
lation and providing gainful em-
ployment to the people became
the nightmare of the Politician,
planner and official. Since that
year up to date—|978—those two
problems have increased in such
proportions, that we do not know
where to start and where to end.
A start has been made by “the
present government’s four-pronged
development  strategy of the
Investment Promotion Zone, Maha-
weli  Development Scheme, the
Colombo Master Plan Project, and
the Kotte Development Scheme.
While these are being tailored for
a grand take off, the problems are
increasing and the people are be-
coming restive.

Like all other multi-purpose
projects (in Mahaweli too) great
hopes are held out to the people;
millions of rupees to be spent,
million tons of food to be produced,
full employment to all and so forth.
And in anticipation of the “Bumper
Haryasts’’, grain silos are pur-
chased, Agricultural implements
are imported, foreign experts are
invited to put our economy right,
factories are erected for Agro-
based industries and the spending
spree goes on long before an inch
of land is put uder crops. The latest
movements in this symphony is grow-
ing of Beet Sugar instead of Sugar

From Canada

Cane! Why! because the whole
Agricultural project of growing
cane has been mismanaged for the
last thirty years and has failed mis-
erably. So we are thinking of a
new crop for sugar. For this, of
course, we must have foreign ex-
perts. And, probzbly, the experts
of the Agriculture Department who
advised Ministar Senanayake to
switch on to Beet Sugar have
never seen a beet growing field
or have never stepped into 2 Beet
sugar factory. But the purchase of
new machinery and factories, globe-
trotting to inspect and purchase
them and so on offer inducements
for such activities. This is the main
pre-occupation: and not growing
of Beet? In the meantime what
would happen to the country and
its politics? The balance five years
of our stewardship would have run
out without apything being ach-
jeved—except plans, more plans
and many more experts. This was
the position in 1956, in 1960, in
1965, ia 1970 and in 1977 and it
wil! be so in 1983 if we go the way
we are going now.

In this back ground of our poli-
tical and development activities
what chance is there for the “Cit-
rus growing scheme’ of Mr. George
L. de Silval

Citrus can be grown in Ceylon;
there is a local market, as well as
an overseas market. Even at twenty
cents a fruit it is profitable. We
capnot expect to get what India
is getting for her mangoes to the
“Gulf Countries’’, Rs. 160[- per
dozen FOB Bombay. This is what
| saw five days ago. Let us be con-
tent with Rs. 0.20 per orange.
But we must grow this even before
we hope to earn twenty cents.
Growing is the problem.

Now let me get back to the
problem of growing oranges in
Sri Lanka. In 1965 | got inyolved
in the Development of two major
multi-purpose ;rojects. With the
object of diversification of crops
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and the utilization of highland
under the two projeets we decided
to set up citrus orchards where
this tree crop was traditiopal in
certain regions of the area of Au-
thority. First step was to set up
trial areas with suitable planting
materials. When we approached
the experimental stations of the
Dept. of Agriculture to produce
good planting stock, they were
able to offer us a couple of hup-
dreds of plants of ‘“‘doubtful cha-
racter”’. Rather than be defeated
in the venture, we were able to
get a practical, down to earth citrus
orchard man through the good
and geaerous help of Charge-de-
Affairs of Israel Embassy in Ceylon,
at a bargain price. Within months,
necessary areas were selected,
mother trees selected to collect
nursery seeds for the arrangements
made to mature the mother trees,
keep record of production, harves=
ting transport,  selecting the
fruit for seed extraction etc. Our
target was a million seedings in
the base nursery. This created a
problem.  What to do with the
juice extracted during the seed
collecting operation? Will we set
up a fresh orange juice bottling
plant and the first bottled orange
juice was on the shelves under the
brand name—"‘Ganga” Why? It
was a product of the RVDB. The
prouuction of juice went on during
the seasor—March to April and |
know of “one disabled individual”
who earned Rs. 20,000/- from an
orchard of 105 trees, about thirty
years old, at twenty cents 2 fruit
on the tree. In view of his disability
ours was a mission of mercy- We
paid the same price to others also
and there was no shortage of oran-
ges for bottling. Within six months
of our plans to grow citrus Wwe
had a million seedlings from which
to select 400,000 seedlings to esta-
blish the orchards. While the seed-
lings were growing in the nurseries,
Jand preparation to establish model
orchards were undertaken at Gal
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Oya and Udawalawe—200
under the former and three
hupndred acres under the latter.
To expand the citrus areas, 30,000
acres in the Bibile region and 1000
acres porth of Puttalam were in-
vestigated for svitablity of soil,
water supply, rainfall patterns etc.
This work was completed by 1968
and a complete project report was
placed in the hands of the Minister
to be taken up at cabinet level
etc. It never went beyond.

acres

Already we had planted up to
three hundrad acres under thetwo
schemes. The socil expert brought
in new technology iu planting
which cost the Board Rs. /10 per
plant in the orchard against Rs.
5/30 per plant if we adopted the
technique given by the Agricultural
Dept. Up to 1969 there were no
problems, and the orchards were
doing very well, at no cost to the
Board, excent for malntenance. And
this thznks to our Israeli advisor.

Proof of the putting is in the
eating. So while | was pushing ahead
to set up citrus orchards with
other's money, | toostarted 2 five
acre block using the Board’s plants
at -/60 a plant. Within three years
| had an orchard of 500 orange
trees coming into bearing in the
4th year. | did not, nor could |
have spent much. Nevertheless
it was a model private orchard
until the Land Reforms came in
and took over the farm in 1974
That was the end of my orchard.
So were the orchards at Gal Oya
and Uda Woalawe after Sirimavo
Government started playing ducks
and drakes with our economy:

My orchard | saw it in March
[978: to the credit of the LRC
they were successful in destroying
every one of the 500 trees | esta-
blished so carefully, Nothing s
left, except the advancing jungle
tide. This is the story of Growing
Citrus in Sri Lanka. | hope Mr.
George L. de Silva will see this
letter and be corrected as to what

we could do and should do! and
why he has to pay Rs. 2[- per fruit,
any time, anywhere in the Republic
of Sri Lanka for a fruit which’ can
be prouced and sold at twnety
cents a piece and still make an un-
conscionable profit. Unless we
change our attitudes, we will be
for ‘ever a begging nation.

R. Kahawita
Montreal.
8.6.78

LETTERS

On Fish
Sir,

Your efforts to show thg tragedy
of fish and our fishing grounds are
not in vain. | am not surprised
that most of our people are now
suffering from protein deficiency.
The problem is not only in Sri Lanka
but all over Asia or at least South
and South East Asia.

In the ACFOD, Asian Action
(n. 12) March-April issue of 1978,
| read the following with great
uneasiness:

“The countries of S.E. Asia have
been witnessing the sure and rapid
death of their fisheries resource.
A Petition drawn Dby thousands
of Samar fishermen and presentzd
to President Marcos reads thus:
the harm has been gigantic, to0
horrible to even think about. Why,

besides taese trawl operations,
fleets of deep sed burse-seiners
invade and deplete the supply

of fish. What more would be left

for us?”’
Some years ago there was a hue
and cry about Japanese coming
in and helping Uus “selflessly” to
fill our ponds with Guramis and
all kinds of fish, and even to go o1l
making ponds here, there and
everywhere. Why should Wwe,
living in an island, build inland
“ports’’ and fishing cefftres and
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alfow our best protein-fish to feed
other countries so that they can
useetheir brains to exploit us still
more, for fish helps the brain-
fupction, we are told.

What of the small-scale fisher-
man? No. Ten of the Ten-com-
mandment presidential pledge read
thus:

“In every act of mine, | will con-
sider how it benefits the humblest
and the poorest and endeavour
to help them first.” (Daily New,
lupe [st [978)

Lalshmman Bznasinghe

14, Sepanayake Mawatha,
Bandarawela.
24.6.78

C.T.B, Staffing

Sir,

Apropos your comments ‘‘For
the Record” on CT3 reorganisa-
tion, may ! draw the attention of
your readers to extracts from twe
journals:

“The number cf passenger journeys
has risen from 456 million in 1958
to {500 million today. The number
of buses operated has increased
fram 3400 to 7200. The nbmber

*of empleyees has rizen from 15,200
to necrly 60,000

The Minister of Transport in the
NSA on 5th May, 1978, and reported
in Tribune of 3rd Jupe, 1978
on page 8.

‘“..the 1976 figures of staff em-

ployed per bus operaled (by
London Transport) should read ag
follows: per bus
Drivers & Copductors 3.00
Traffic Coptrol &

Suppert 0.68
Engineering 0.93
Administgative 0.13

4.74
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S0 éomparab!e figures (generally for

1976) ar=:
Emploved prr bus

South Yorkshire *PTE 4.33
Greater Manchester PTE
4.13
Tyne & Wear PTE 4,62
YWast Midiands PTE 3.58
Londen Transport
Executive 474

*Fassenger Transport Executive™
The Rt. Hepn. Kenneth Robinsen,
Chairman; London Transport Exe-
cutive, in a letter to: the Char-
tered Institute of Transport, pub-
lished on page 90 of the Japuary
isstie of the CIT lournal.

Comment is superfluous.

“Fare Payer"
Colombo.
24.6.78

Beggars
Sir,

In the Sun of 24th June 78, it
was reported that “Ope hundred
and forty beggars were rounded up”,
some of whom would be “sent to
the beggars’ colony at Ridyagama
for confinement’ (Sun 24.6.78 p.!).

May | suggest that you send one
of your staff to visit the colony
to see how these people are treated?

J. N. Coatman
Eastern Technical Institute,
Batticaloa.
25th Jupe 1978

On lJustice And Fairplay
Sir,

Your acrount in the Editor's
Note Bock of the issue May 6, 1978
correctly portrayed the true feel-
ings of the Masses of the Goverp-
ment of To-day. There is a grow-
Ing sense of pessimism and des-
pondency that no Party in Sri
Lanka will slove the problem of
the Country. This bitterness and
desolation in the minds of the
Masses should not go unnoticed
as this could have a catastrophic

From Qur Azodarg

effect in ths Codntry. People are
disgruntled, disillusicned and Just
SICK of the political set up in Sri
Lanka. The stooge Press and the
SLBC are adding to the nausea
and. the headache, the People are
already experiencing by crewing

about the Government's Ipnum-
erable promises and unfulfilled
pledges.

Majority of the Sri Lankans do
not have any stropg Party
affliations. They are absolutely
disinterested in Party Politics. All
that they yearn for is a Government
with honest hardworking leaders
and Bureaucrats who would at al!
times have the Natiop’s welfara
foremost in their minds apnd aci
with a strict sensz of Justice and
Fair Play, So that the rest of the
public will automatically emulate
them, put in their stint unflinching-
ly and push the country to Sound
Ecopomic footing which is the ery-
ing need of the moment.

Talking about Justice, ! think
it is pertinent to relate an incident
that occurred in Lopndon a few
weeks ago when Prince Phillip was
haulad into courts hayving been
charged for speseding. Despite the
fact he was fined thera was a public
outcry that the fine was less than
what it should have been and it
resulted in a Majistrate Resigning
in Protest. Cap we even in our
vriidest dreams imagine the Kirh &
Kin of our President, Prime Minister
or for that matter even ‘the
MP’s being rroduced in Courts
for a Petty Traffic Offence.

Our Leaders may shout them-
selves hoarse denouncing the Bri-
tish and cond2mning Colonislism,
but it will do well for us to take a
Lesson from their Leaders and
Emulate their sense of lustice and
Fairplay.

M. M. Mahendran
No. 6, Fairline Road,
Dehiwala.
May 19, 1978
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Dharmista?

Sir,

How could this country progress
when its Head says one thing and
his  hand-picked Ministers ‘act
contrariwise, creating in the minds
of the public the inevitable im-
pression that he (the President)

- must be aware all the time of
what is happening, but cannot (or
is disinclined to) prevent it?

In his Convocation address re-
cently, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
pledged, inter alia, that
treat every citizen of Sri Lanka
alike and give him or her equal
opportunity to progress. Noble
and laudable sentiments indeed!
But, everyone knows what has
happened ever since the UNP
came to power. The Government's
blessings and benedictions had been
and are being,
only on its Party supporters, both
present and future, and others

have been shut out of appoint- -

ments (which they deserve to gat)

and blantly discriminated against,-

as in the case of the seniormost
DIG (Mr. Rudra Rajasingham). Is
this the President’s concept of
DHARMISTA?  Isp’t such action
against the Buddha's teaching, which
the President and most of his Minis-
ters profess to follow? And the
irony of it is that this sort of thing
is happening even today with the
Kapilavastu Relics being taken all
over the country. What a mockery
of religion it is! Why cannot the
President (if his sincerity is not to
be doubted) insist on the strict
adherence by all his Ministers to
Dharmista principles in the mat-
ter of selection cf applicants for
posts in the Public Sector?

What is equally alarming is the
fact that the private Sector too,
comprising as it does business esta-
blishments headed by die-hard
UNPers who are ever ready to tow
the Party line, is affected in the

same way. What is the country

0
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he will

freely bestowed

heading for! Ancther |115u7‘ge;1r:y?
worse perhaps than in 19712
incidentally, many of the Mipis-

ters do not appear to be taking
the

Prasident’s directives, ad-
monitions and exhortations seri-
ously. For instance, the Presi-

dent had decreed that only one
Minister for a month was at liberty
to attend a Cocktail party. But
practicaily the entire Cabipet is
said to have been present at ‘the
outgoing India’s Hizh Commis-
sioner’s farewell Cocktail party
recently, as if the Ministers could
not have bid the Sardar adieu in-
dividually. Could it be said that
our Ministers are setting a good
example worthy of emulation by
Secretaries to Ministers, Heads of
Departments and Chairman of State
Corporations and Boards when
they act thus? It would appear
that public opinion means nothing
to them. A time will soon come
when they will rue it. They would
do well never to forget the bitter
lesson the public taught their pre-
decessors less than a year ago!
C.E.J. Alles
113,Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha,
Dehiwala.
i1.6.78
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

June 23 —_ 25

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—Janadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dipakara; DW=—Dawasa.

FRIDAY, JUNE 23: The ‘Wishes
of the People’ as an instrurr?ent
for further recogpition of their
Sovereignty and provision to consult
them directly in a variety of situa-
tions of basic imsortance including
an amendment to the constitution
which had failed to secure a two
thirds majority are some of the
revolutionary changes incorprated
in the Draft Copstitution which
the PM tablad in the NSA yesterday
among with a report of the |0-
member Parliamentary Select Com-
Mittee appointed to revise the
constitutions The report of the
select committee appointed to re-
vise the constitution says the drafe
copstitution preserves unchanged
the pre-eminént position accordzd
to Buddhism in the 1572 copsti-
tution. The visiting Chinese PM
held official discussions yssterday
morning with Sri Lanka's Forsigg
Mipister; the discussions were de-
voted to internztional affairs and
covered a wide range of issues
including  nop - alignment, the’
situation in the Middle East, recent
development in Africa and South-
east Asia. The PM said in the NSA
that Mr. Anura Bandaranzike pre-
sent 2nd MP for Nuwara Eliya-
Maskeliya did 15 trips abroad dur-
ing the regime of the previous
fovergment; government funds had
been released for six of these—
CDN. The government has decided
that District Ministers to be ap-
pointed shortly will be from mem-
bers of parliament of the Go-
vernment Parliamentary group. The
Draft Constitution pravides that
the official language of Sri Lapka
shall be Sinhala and that the National
langpages of Sri Lanka shall be
Sinhala and Tamil. Minister Hameed
while talking to visiting Chinese
Vice Premier said that to establish
greater ecopomic  co-operation
among Asian countries, an Asiap
Economic Group should be for-
med—CDM.  An advanced system
of communication among all air.
ports in Sri Lanka that would aj4
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in aircraft landing as well as pro-
vide for ‘emergency security’ mea-
sures is to be established in Sri
Lanka with assistance from the UN
DeveloPment_‘ Programme. The
visiting Chinese Vice Pr%,mier said
that China was eagerly looking
forward to the day when President
Jayawardene and PM Premadasa
would visit China. Luxury travel
in the CGR will cost more from
July |—SU. The distinction bet-
ween being citizens of Sri Lanka
by ‘descent’ and ‘registration’ will
be done away with in the new
constitution and everyone will
simply be citizens of Sri Lanka—VK.
The Ministries of Food and Co-
operatives, Trade, Agriculture
and Lands have set up a joint pro-
gramme under which five pounds
of powdered milk at Rs. 4.50 a
pound will be given to children
under five years of age every month
—DW. Promotions given by the
CTB to its workers during the last
'few weeks may be temporarily sus-
pended until further investigation
into allegations of favouritism etc
are completed—DW. The govern-
ment has decided to hand over the
Govt-owned commercial company
and the Wellawatte Spinning and
Weaving Mills to two Joint Com-
panies between the government and
the previous owners of these com-
panies—ATH. Separatist forces are
battling Ethiopian troops on three
fronts along the Eritrean border
as Ethiopia’s government continues
building up for a major offensive
to recapture the red sea province
of Eritrea guerilla sources said
yesterday—CDN.  The US State
Dept said that Israel had not fully
responded to the US question of
the future of the occupied west
bank of Jordan and the gaza strip.
Two Jewish activists, one of them
a'member of the dissident ‘Helsinki’
group were setenced in Moscow
to_internal exile on charges of mali-
cio hooliganism—CDM.  Appa-
rently confident that the recent
coup in Afghanistan has strength-
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ened its hand the Soviet Union Is
putting pressure on Pakistan to
drop it pro-western stance. The
SWAPO said its guerilla fighters
urgently nesded modern wea-
pons, rockets to protect their
camps against South African raids—
ISu. .

SATURDAY, JUNE 24: The
GCEC has announced a wide range
of investments suitable for the In-
vestment Promotion Zone which is
now taking shape in a 500-acre
area niorth of Colombo; among the
industries are; light engineering,
small  metal articles, photo-
graphic equipment, tea,
rubber and coconut based products,
food processing, precious stones
etc. The new 'Open University’
will come into being with a student
population of 43,000 while the
traditional universities can only
boast of a student population of
15.000 said Professor Stanley Kal-
page yesterday. The tremendous
responsibility that rests on an
ambassador was stressed by the
Foreign Minister when he briefed
the ambassador-designates yester-
day—CDN. A minimum of students
from each district are guaranteed
entry to the university even if
no student qualifies for entry from
that district after the abolition of
standardisation said the Secretary
to the Ministry of Higher Education.
The Auditor General passed several
strictures on the mznagement of
Salusala in his report of the working
of Salu Sala for 1976 which was
tabled in the NSA yesterday. In-
come tax assessors will not be able
to make arbitrary and easy ass-
sessmentsout of proportion to the
facts under the Finance Bill said
the Minister of Finance in the
NSA yesterday when he explained
the Provisions of the bill. The
Minister of Plantation Industrieg
has obtained government approval
to set apart Rs. 80 million for houses
for estate workers—CDM. The
existing task force on the Mahaweli
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regularised into a single statutory
body; this new body will com-
prise representatives of the depart-
ments and statutory bodies whose
activities arz related directly with
the Mahaweli Project. The Chi-
nese Vice Premier and his party
went to Kandy yesterday. The
President has told all new Ambas-
sadors and High Commissioners
who will go to various countries
shortly to follow the policy of
non alignment and not to see the
power blocks from different lenses;
he further told them that thejr
mission is to inform the goverp-
ment on what is likely to happen
and not what has happenad. The
government has taken steps to pro-
vide vehicles for governmeant doc-
tors from goverpment stores or
give them permits to import cars
said the deputy minister of
Health—SU. The 21 Tamil youths
who were kept under deteption
will be released today and per-
mitted to return home—VK. Cons-
truction work on the new hospitl
at the Peradeniya Campus with
Japanese aid is to be suspended
as a large number of gems have
been unearthed at the construction
site and because the Minister of
Agriculture has pointed out that
it is not suitable to build a hos-
pital at the entrance to the historic
and beautiful city of Kandy. The
Minister of Posts and Telecom-
munications has said that the gov-
ernment has decided to increase
the pay of all workers of govern-
ment corporations and private
enterprises—DM. The Flour Milling
Corporation is taking steps to pro-
duce flour from raw rice and it
is making every effort to find out
the best method to stock rice flour
without its perishing. The Minis-
ter of Finance has said that the
I lakhs in the last ten months—
LD. Home Minister Charan Singh,
the number two man in the
Indian government said a:top level
decision taken yesterday had soun-

Diversion Scheme will shortly be.: de the death knell of India’s ruling
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Janata Party; he was reacting to
the decision of the lJapata Parlia-
mentary Board which has demapnded
an explanation from Health Minis-
ter Raj Narain for ‘carrying on a
tirade against the Party President
and questioning the legitimacy of
the party executive. India’s ruling
lanata Party yesterday officially
acknowledged that growing indis-
cipline within the party has da-
maged its image. China yesterday
attacked the Soviet Unpion and the
US for making space a sphere for
fierce contention—CDN. The Carter
administration yesterday proposed
an emergency petrol rationing
and warped that credibility
could be hurt at next month’s Bonn
economic summit if congress does
not pass am emergenny programme.
—CDM. The Soviet bloc in a sur-
prise policy shift reported yester-
day has agreed that West Germany
can boost army strength on a
small scale even if force levelsin
Central Europe are frozen—SU.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25: ‘Our
government is concentrating on
the development of our resources
which will mean employment for
our youths, men and women; |
have often stated that the biggest
problem is employment for our youth
men and women: | have often
stated that the biggest problem
we hayve to face today is that a
million and a half unemployed
will have to be found opportunities
for using their brains and their
hands; | place among our priorities
employment first, employment se-
cond and employment third said
the President yesterday when he
inaugurated the Lunugamwehera
Project.  The proposals by th¢
Minister of Finance and Planning
incorporating the new tax propo-
sals passed by the NSA contain
extensive incentives to boost Sri
Lanka's development effort. The
customs yesterday cracked open
2 multi million rupee racket where-
by textiles airshipped from Singa-
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pore purpotedly to pe transhipped

to the Maldives via the Port of
Colombo are being Systematically
smuggled into the island. Classless
and faster trains with the utmost
comfort will shortly be introduced
on long distance rups by the CGR
said the Minister of Transport.
Millions of yards of locally-made
textiles—both synthetic and cot-
ton—are piling up at the stores
of the Department of Textile In-
dustries and the Wellawatte Spin-
ning and Weaving mills due to
the slow movement of locally
made textiles—ST. Action to set
up a ‘State Services Employment
Reserve’ to absorb redundant, in-
competent and ipefficient public
servants is now being finalised by
the Ministry of Public Adminis-
tration and Home Affairs. lob
opportunities for skilled workers
are rising substantially in the pri-
vate sector a survey commissioned
by the Ministry of Plan Implemen-
tation reveals. The Chinese Vice
Premier gifted a sum of Rs. 4000
to the Maligawa temple when he

visited Kandy yesterday—SO. On
the recommendations of the
Apropriate Technology Group of

Sri Lapka, the President has ap-
proved wide scale cultivation of
indegenous herbs in selected rural
regions. The Foreign Office in
Colombo is to recall the Sri Lankan
diplomats in Nairobi, Kenya shortly.
In the course of his address at
Lunugamwehera the Minister of
Irrigation said that  politics
should kept out of the classroom
and the children should Ileave
school with a free mind—WK. The
Minister of Finance has stated that
these who for the first time involve
themselves in small industries, fish-
ing, cattle rearing, growing of
subsidiary food crops and fruit
growing will be entitled to a five
year tax holiday—VK. The first
MP for Batticaloa, Mr. S. Rajadurai
went to participate in the TULF
General Committee meeting amidst
great jubilation among all party

members; this was the first time
after the general elections that“he
has attended a general committee
meeting—CM. A snake farm with
poisonous  snakes .&_from here
and abroad is to be set up shortly
to research and produce cures
for spake bite—RR. More than
six hundred workers of the former
PM Indira Gandhi’s Congress Party
who had promised to donate blood
equal to her weight today gave
nearly 372 pounds, three times
more than Mrs. Gandhi's weight
to the Red Cross Society. The
Rhodesian authorities said today
black nationalist guerillas had killed
thirteen white missionaries, women
and children near the Mozambique
border—the worst such slaughter
in the bloody five year war. The
Ilth Yugoslav CP Congress ended
today with a resolution naming
President Josip Broz Tito party
leader for life—WK. Red brigade
leader Repato Curcio and 28 other
members of the guerilla group
which murdered former PM Aldo
Moro were yesterday sentenced
to jail terms totalling almost 200
years: Curicio, brigades chief ideo-
logist and Pietro Basi received 15
year terms each—ST.  President
Carter said he would not let the
Soviet Union push the US around
while he was trying to improve.
detente and research a new agree-
ment on limiting strategic arms—S0.

NEXT WEEK

* ONE YEAR AFTER—2
—Our Begging Bowl

¥ BETWEEN THE LINES
—IMF, EMS And The Grand

Design

¥ POLITICS OF THE WEEk
—Parties And The Press

# |INTERNATIONAL AFFAERS
—Whither Detente ?
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Confidentially
Uharmisia Tid-Bils

IS IT TRUE that on Jluly 3, 1978
at 11.30 pm a golitical VIP had
turned up in his jeep (the number
is purposely with-held at this stage)
at the Customs Dock Gate in the
company of a lady and a naval
officer? That it is alleged that they
were the worse for liquor? That,
25 was to be expected, there was
trouble with the Customs, Police
and tiie Port Commission’s officers?
That the trouble had started whep
the Political VIP had refused to
let the officers examine three
bags under the jeep? That at first
the VIP had refused to disclose
his identity but had dope so ulti-
mately? That the incident could
nct be hushed up and inquiries
arzs szid to be progressing!?

i5 IT NOT A FACT that in a pre-
mier Corporation of the Goverp-
ment there is a great deal of heart-
burning (on obyiously lesitimate
groupds) about certain 2popoint-
ments which savour of the horrible
old days of the ssven bad year; and
not the Dharmista days of the taya-
wardene era! That in this Cor-
poration, shortly after the UNP
came to power, a person from
electorate “X' was appointed to
a post with the high-sounding
title of Personnel Officer (PO)?
That shortly after that, the post
of the Deputy Geperal Manager
{Personnel and Administration) fell
vacant because the person who
held that post had allegedly mis-
used state yehicles (this, we are
told, is a fact and that he had also
been guilty of other misdemean-
curs)? That before anyone could
say ‘Jack Robinsen’ the new FO
got Pimself pushed into this post
not on a resolution adopted by
the Board of Directors but by vir-
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tue of a fiat from samewhere on
high? That this new DGM (P & A),
no sooper he got into the saddle;
started migusing official vehicles?
That often, it is said, he took the
vehicles home during the week-
en®’ That many high-ups in the
Corporation had expressed dis-
approval about the misuse of vehi-
cles by this parachuter from elec-
torate ‘“X’'? That he was too
powerful for apyone in the Cor-
poration? That there are now whis-
per; that the Audit had raised
gueries about five thousand (5,000}
odd unauthorised miles coverad
by this person but' the queries
had vanished like mist before the
morning sun when the super-power
had intervened? That it must be
said to the credit of the Dharmista
componapt in the government that
after this encounter with the audit,
this mini-VIP from electorate “X"
now uses the public transport for
most of his travelling? That there
were sighs of thapkful relief that
the PG promoted DGM (P & A)
has been compelled to use public
transport? That it is said that
another person 2iso from elec-
torate X has beecn made a Supplies
Officer or Mapnager at the highest
peint of the salary scale? That this
person has the eminent cqualifica-
tion of not having stepped into any
Supplies Section before? That all
this will not matter but for the
gossip  that this “‘raw"™ Supplies
Manager (with 2 fresh and open
mind- on all matfers of Suppies)
from electorate X will soon be
made a Working Director? That ip
apticipation of this he has been
given an official car (make and
number with-held) taken from a
pool in 2nother department in the
same Ministry!? That this has stir-
red up ahorpet’s nest with ques-
tions as to how a car belonging to
one statutory body could be handed
over to an individual holding a
comparatively  insignificant  job
for private-cum-official purposes?
That others from electorate X have

The Downward Path

also parachuted and leap-frogged
inte high positions? That overnight
an unlnown becomes Secretary
of the Board and then in next to
no time leap frogs to grah the
post of Chief Administrative Officer?
That the President, Prime Minis-
ter and other leaders of the UNP
will do well to check this abuse
of power in appointments in public
Corporations? That a Presidential
Commission is now beginning its
inguiries into the abuse of powar
of the last regime? That unless
the UNP High Command puts a
stop to this zalloping rot, history
will repeat itself when the abuse
of power by the present adminis-
tration will come under scrutiny
of a strict, ruthless and youthfui
government?

IS IT ALSO TRUE that the funay
business of corruption is not con-
fined to the lower eghelons of
nower? That a reader has asked
us to investigate a story that has
bsgun to gain currency in know-
ledgeable circles? That a Minister
is now alleged to be busy getting
himself a pew super-duper office
in a building where ope of the
departments in  his Ministry s
housed!? That the building is being
redone on a lavish scale? That
the new floor, new wall-tilling,
panelling etc. etc. would cost a
fortune! That at the end of the
“renovation’ the place would be
a goed enough for a palace for the
princes of Saudi Arabia or even
the Shah of lran? That questions
are being asked as to whether
this kind of wasteful expenditure
to uphold arrogance and abuse of
power is necessary to house a
Dharmista Minister? That the fate
o Mipisters in the last Government
who spent money in getting Don
Carolis to do up their offices
must be recalled? That they were
.wiped at thelastelect jons? That
expenditure in “renovating’ their
ministerial offices started them on
their downward path to defeat?
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All Who Believe In
Parliamentary Democracy

Welcome The New Draft Constitution
because it upholds, among other wel-

come features:

|. The Separation of Powers and the Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary

2. Fundamental Rights justiciable in the Courts.
3. The Rule of Law.

4. The Recognition of Sinhala and Tamil as
national languages whilst Sinhala will continue
to be the sole official language.

5. District Administration through District
Ministers.

6. Proportional Representation.

WITH THE NEW CONSTITUTION, THE PEOPLE
HAVE A GRAND OPPORTUNITY TO USHER IN A
NEW ERA IN SRI LANKA.

SPACE DONATED
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