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Ambi, the Poet

Like many people | know, chance or luck simply do not form part
of my English vocabulary. Life’s destiny, | believe, is pre-
determined. What each of us encounter in life do not occur just
by chance or through sheer luck without reason or purpose, as
everyday conversations would have us believe.

So as usual, | burned with curiosity, as | quietly pondered and
probed, in the weeks that followed my first meeting with

Mr. Ramalingam Ambihaipahar (affectionately known, simply as
“‘Ambi”) in Port Moresby some years ago, for the divine sources
to unravel the mystery and give meaning to my face to face
meeting with this man of reputable scholarly pursuit, one of Sri
Lanka’s well established and internationally renown Tamil poets
and educationists.

Whatever the reasons, | find the experience of my frequent
- personal exchanges with him to be pleasantly rewarding and
intellectually enriching. Ambi is not just a poet and educationist.
As a devout Hindu and well-aquainted with the Hony Bible, he is
the embodiment of an amazingly extraordinary socio-cultural
and religious personality, alert, inquisitive and receptive in the
mind, with a revealing heart and a deep appreciation for the
greater humanity.

Franzalbert Joku  Office of the Prime Minister
Chief of Staff Port Moresby
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