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L _etter Ffrom ‘Che Eoitor

THE LADIES ON OQUR COVER this week did themselves weli without
gevernmept-sponsored imports. The artist or artists who depicted them
in frescoes in Sigitiya may have given free rein to their artistic instincts by
showing them without part of their clothing. Or it may be that these
particular ladies preferred to be in the Bikinis of that era. It is not our
purpose to enter into a discussion of the way cf life ip the Sigiriya era. The
point we want to make is that a great civilisation had flourished in Sri Lanka
with a minimum of imports and exports or even none at all. Goods must
have filtered in frem neighbouring countries and a few items were carried
away as from the then Lanka. That was all. But what is the situation
today?! We have entered a frightzning period of indiscriminate imports that
threaten to submerge and obliterate everything local and indigenous. There
is no doubt a craze for imported goods in this country. The liberalisaticn
of imports has resulted in a staggering amount of money on imports of
luxuries definitely beyond the means of a developing nation like Sri Lanka,
fn less thap five months Letters of Credit to the tune of Rs. 3,000 million
have been opened. The impression created is that we are on an uncon-
trolled consumerist spending spree. However, 2ccording to government
statistles enly ! percent of our total imports come under the category of
fuxury goods. A commentator, Andrew Scott in the Sun of June 23 summed
up thus: “One cannot understand why there is a2 mad craze for imported
food items such as Bombay onions and potatoes which could be very
siccessfully grown locally. A whole generation of Sri Lankans have growp
up without the craze for luxury foed items and even older people who opnce
yearned for these learned to live without them. However, with the libera-
lising of imports everyone seems to have develaped a mania for imported
goods. In the long run it is esssential that any country should meet its
food reguirements from locally available food resources. !mperting food
iteins to counteract the effects of crop failures is a sensible thing. However,
importing items without a contrel is unwise and is a great drain of our
economy. This craze for imported goods has also created a sense of frus-
tration in those who capnot afford to buy them........” Further, the
Government has not thought it fit to reduce or remove completely the
import duties on a large number of items in the hope that the importers
would pass the benefits of the duty-cuts to the consumer. This, the Gov-
arnment hopes, would bring down the cost of living. Under the new
dispensation even live animals, cattle, pigs, sheep, goats and poultry can be
imported duty free. Earlier a duty of 1009, was chargeable. The Import
duty on meat and edible offal of animals has beenq reduced from earller
g{}{'}% ¢0 only 5%. Thisisalso the case with regard to dead poultry imports.
A1l this is excelient, but what will the consequences be? Apart from the
inevitable but devastating blow to the local livestock industry, rinderpest
and other animal and poultry disease will also come freely into the country
duty free. ‘Why has this been done after one year of the Dharmista govern-
ment!? In that one year the Ministry of Trade had tried to control the price
of meat by Draconian laws and punishment, it had failed. Thereafter,
evidently in desperation it has made all imports duty free. If in this one
year, the Ministry of Trade had co-operated (much more than now) with
the Ministry of Agriculture & Lands and other Ministries that deal with
nreduction of food, there may have been no need for the removal of import
duties. As it is, those who are endeavouring to produce meat, chicken
-nd eggs will be badly hit by the pew duty free imports of live and dead
animals. A new start will have to be made, but it will be a long and painful
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ED"'OR"S NO‘EBOO'K
One Year After—3

ALL THE TAMASHAS to mark
opie year of the UNP rule are over.
Perhaps the most significant event
from our point of view, conpected
with these celebrations is the
well-planned tree planting cam-
paign lsunched by the Ministry
of Agriculturs, and Lapds. A com-
munique issued by the Ministry
is worthy of record:

“The Agriculture Department
and the Department of Forest
Conservation will issue pezarly 2.5
million fruit and timber plants
for the National Tree Planting
Campaign to be inaugurated by
President J. R. Jayewardere op
luly 22 at the Mahamaluwa Kandy.
The Forest Departmert has also
arranged to issue plants to schools
free of charge, subiect to an upper

limit of 20 plants to a school, a
. Spokesmap for the Migistry of

Agricuiture and Lands said yester-
day. The variety of fruit plants
for issue will igclude

derine, rambutap, jak, and cashew
while the forest plants will includa

- teak, nedup, pihimbiya, satin, pinus

caribaea, calamander, kohomba,
~ mahagany, albizia. kumbuk and
. Casuaria.  Meanwhile owing to

the alarming rate at which the
country s forest reserves have been
dwindling on acccunt of the rapid
large-scale
cultivation and antic’pated clearing
of jungles for projects like Maha-
weli it has become necessary to

‘mount a massive propaganda drive

to draw public actention to the
nead to replent land, states the
Ministry  of Agriculture & Lands.
In a communication to all Secre-
taries-. of Ministries the Ministry
has called for their co-operation
to make the Natiopal Tree-Planting
Campaign 2 success. It states that
-
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the Cabinet of Ministers has direc-
ted the Minister of Agriculture
and Lapds Mr. E. L. Senanayake
to formulate a program of a per-
manent pature to replant land to
prevent soil erosion as well 28 to
meet fuel requirements. Unlike
in previous years this program
will be continuea over a long period
and the Minister has directed that
whilst maling every attempt to
enlist public participation special
emphasis should be paid to schecls
and public institutions. Mr. D. H. L
Abeygoonesekera, Additional Sec-
retary, Development has asked
all Goverpment Agent; to co-
ordinate the Tree Planting Fro-
gram in copsJltation with the MF
oi the area. All departments and
corporitions coming under the Agri-
culture Mipistry have been ordersd
to extend their co-operation to
all those who are participating in
this nationzl drive. The plants
will be available from the Depart-
mental farms, nurseries and their
sales pecints. Wherz the distance
irom schools and other institutions
to the Agriculture or Forest Da-
partinent nurseries or sales centres
is great the Department has arrap-
gad to stock rlanting material at
Agrarian Ser iices Centree 00, he
sziag.””

What is important is that there
is a conscious effort to follow up
the planting. 'n the past, as we
have often pointed out in the
Tribune little or nothing was done
to look after the trees that were
planted. Over the last fifteen years
and more Tribune has carried on a
consistent campzign not only to
Stop the wanton de-forestation es.
recially in the high montane areag
where the major rivers have thejr
Source but also to plant more and
more utility trees. We hope that
the present campaign  will ot
suffer the fate so many campaignsg
have suffered in the Past—of being
forgotten soon after the planting
amidst fanfare and publicity.

One Year After-3

July 22 saw a propaganda bar-
rage of an unprecedented nature.
The two government-controlled
media, lake House and Times fell

over each other in cver-doing
and over-praising the achjeve-
ments of the goverpment. For

a week or ten days before this full
sponsored

page advertisements,

jointly by a number of govern-
ment corporations, about the
plans of the government were

lavishly spread out in the favoured
media. Such propaganda with
special supplements with an extra-
over-doze of advertisements only
tend to increase the credibility
gap which has already taken deep
root in the minds of the people.
Even the Dawasa group did not
make a serious attempt to reflect
the views and sentiments of the
common man Who is overwhelmed
with an inflation of ap unexpec-
tedly unbelievable nature.

However, none of the newspapers
showed any initiative in making
objective or independent interpre-
tative analysis in this country. The
Dawasa group publishes brief ana-
lytical articles, but they are yet
to develop depth and quality., But
the Dawasa group and sometimes
the official media publish short-
comings in the bureaucracy and
the administration, and very very
rarely the misdeeds and peccadillos
of the parliamentarians of the
Government Parliamentary Party.
The Code of Conduct for MPs
which was proclaimed with the
beating of great big drums seems
to have been relegated to the
archives and forgotten as more
and more MPs seem to relapse
into the bad old habits which
the Code was eypected to cor-
rect. In the vast jungle of pro
paganda which had overtaken the
country during the first anni-
versary celebrations, it s
clear that the media without
exception followed the guide:
lines set out by the President



One Year After—3

especially in the matter of
writing about critical views of
pecplc adversely affected Ly
the high prirzes.

President  Jayewardene, with
his consumate political experience,
took the bull by the horns and
faced the criticism fairly and square-
ly. In many of his speeches iy the
fortnight before the apniversary,
the President sought to allay the
misgivings of the people on the
score of high prices. A speech
he made at Kelaniya on July [0
was typical of the line he formu-
lated for the government to pursue
in the present difficult days. The
Daily News of July |1, reported this
speech with the banner headlines:
PRESIDENT AT KELANIYA
SACRED CITY..ONE YEAR OF
NOTEWORTHY PROGRFSS. .
GOVT'S NOVEL DEVELOPMENT
POLICIES " YIELE:™ ‘RESULIS =2

“One year of office of this Gov-
ernment has shown noteworthy
progresss, said President J. R. Jaye
wardene yesterday. He was address-
ing a public meeting after declar-
ing open the new buildings of the
Kelani Mzha Vidyalaya in the Kela-
niyx sacred city. President Jaye-
wardene said this progress was
the resuit of the Government's
poiicies, neve~ thought of by any
previous Government and being
carried out with development of
the country as their main goal.
‘My only regret is that the cost of
living has gone up. But we will try
to solve thait toc’, the Presideat
said. He said that certain mea-
sures that had been taken, like
the withdrawal of the rice ration
and increasing the price of flour
were on purpose, with develop-
ment in view. We did not hide
any facts from thz people. Presi-
dent Jayewardene said that the
money Sspent now 0O the flour
subsidy could help to put up 1,200
buildings like the one costing 123
lakhs whch he had just declared
open. The question kefore them

3

was whether they were to con- « at a standstill,

tinue to incur heayy expenditure
on subsidies or suffer a little hard-
ships for the sake of developing
the country. President layewar-
dene said he agreed that the people
were upndergoing difficulties at
present. Even to get a child one
has to undergo pain cuipped the
President who added that if the
people would bear a little hard-
ship they would withess the coup-
try developed in the pext six
years. If you do not like it you
can defeat us at the next elections.
! am a person who has been used
to defeat the Fresident said.

“He said that he had asked the
MP for Mahara (Mr. Tudur Guna-
sekera, who was accommodated
with him on the stage) as to what
the situation was ip his area and
received an interesting reply. The
MP’s reply was that .awn brokers
in his electorate had virtulslly gope
out of business. WWheress during
the period of the previous Gov-
erpment people were bringing their
valuable jewellery by th: poupd
for pawning. today they were not
pawning apy iewellery. The reasen
was - that the Government's poli-
cies had helped to provide mors
iobs even at village level. Ths res-
trictions on imports had been re-
moived and people were able to
get their machinery and spares
even to run small scale industriss.
Jayewardene said that
when he visited his estate at
Veyangoda during the weekend
he asked a few persons for their
opinion about the pressnt condi-
tions. Their raply was that unlike
in the past there was enough to
buy in the market and tha: there
was money to buy them. in Apura-
dhapura, peop'e worked in the
paddy field while listening to songs
over their radios which they car-
ried with them to work. All this
showed that the country was pro-
gressing. Whereas  under the
previous regime development was

President

due to the policies
of the government we are witnes-
sing develepmen: in several sple-

res, the President said. Referring
to the Government's education
policies, President Jayewardene

said that there was no debate
between the various political part-
ies on the main policies on educa-
tion. They were all agreed on free
education and that Sighala should
be the first language. After this
Government came into power, how-
ever there have been few chapges
in policy. One of them was to re-
duce the age of admission from six
years to five years. This was to
pre-ent mothers bteing burdened
with their children at home for
an extra year. As a result of this
change the Government faced a
certain amount of difficulty like
finding the necessary buildings and
teachers. ‘But I think it is a good
policy. We also felt that the beoks
used were not suitable for our
chidren like thote on Marx apd
Lenin. ¥YWe want to teach chem
our ancient book: like the Guttila
Kavya and the Loveda Sangarcve’.
He added that another change in
policy was the reduction of the
number of subjects frem 10 or
12 to six. If possible he would
reduce it further. Children could
not cope with such a large number
of subjects and books. What was
necessary was jot so much books
but examples by teachers and
lectures

“The Government, the President
said, had also decided to attach
greater importance to the teaching
of English. Only 79 lakhs of people
in the whole world spoke Sinhala.
English was essential as a world
language. In *the past few years
English had been neglected in schools
resulting in a wiole generction of
students having to walk the- streets
without o knowledge of English. The
Government has now directed that
students be taught English from the
age of six years according to ';ﬂle
availability of teachers. The Goy-
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ernment did not believe that only
t_'hé‘ children of the President and the®
Prime Minister should know English
&nd go to Oxford and Paris but that
every student in this country should
have equal opport: nities. The Gov-
ernment also intended getting Sinhala
children to learn Tamil and English
and Tamil children te learn Sinhala
and English.  This would help the
people of different communities 10
Lnderstand each other's ideas and
exist in cordial relationship.  They
were all citizens of our land and
must live unitedly, the President
said.

“The President said that not
only in regard to education but in
other spheres too the government
had decided upon plans never
thought of earlier. Referring to a
remark by Mr. Cyril Mathew,
Minister of Industries and Scientific
Affairs that the Government was
ushering in an industrial 2ge, the
President said that Kelaniya too
_came within the Fres Trade Zone.
From 1970 Mrs. Bandarapzike 2p-
pointed her brother to sect up a
Free Trade Zone but could pot
decide where it should be. She
sent her brother to England and a
team of experts came here, With
the setting up cf the Free Trade
Zone not only will there be more
jobs but more foreign exchange
for the country. The Goverament
intended heolding elections to Local
bodies shortly. It will also hold a
General election on the due date.
| will not postpene the eclections
as Mrs. Bandaranzike’s Goverp-
ment did. But allow the Govern-
ment to go on with its work, he
said. President Jayewardene said
that he was happy at being abla
to attend that fugction in the
Kelaniya electorate which he had
served for |3 years. When he was
first elected as Member of the
State Council for Kelaniya there
was not a single school for higher
education. During his period of
13 years he was able to provideg%
nifie such schools. He was also ¥
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able to provide roads, bricges

culverts, hospitals, electricity for
. . - "

the electorate during his time.

The President thus briefly, re-
ferred to everything that could
be rezgarded as corcrete posi-
tive achievements, and explained
that inflation would be brought
under control with the FTZ and
the Mahaweli Accelerated Pro-
gramme getting under way. The
Greater Colon.bo Development Sch-
eme and the Housing Pregramme
are expected to check inflation and
bring better living standards to the
people.

The FTZ is still inan embrio-

nic stage and promises have

been made that there wiil be
significant progress before
the and of the y=ar. It is still
a2 moot point whether the
FTZ will add to the inflation
in the rest of the countiy or
help to reduce it. The money
pumvead into the FTZ as wag:s
will inerease the inflation, but
wiat effects the resulting
exports will have on the eco-
nomy, so far as inflaticn is
concerned, is hard to say.
In Mahaweli too a similar
danger egists. The money
which contractors and gov-
ernment Dzpartments will
spend in construction works
in the Mahaweii will zlso
push the inflationary spiral
higher, and it is yet probls-
matic how scon the farmers
and colunists wili be scttled
to enable them to produce
anything at all that will help

t? check the runaway infla-

tion which already

the country in its grip.

has

The government, in the first
flush of its coming to power, had
sought to curb the trada Uniens
and straight-jacket them into 1
fingaporean hire-and-fire-at-wilj
mould. But the Jayewardene goy-
ernment was wise enough not tg
rush in where even angels would

One Year After—3

have feared to go. It published a
draft law on employment and labour
relations as a White Paper for dis-
cussion and not as a Draft Law.
The reactions to certain provisions
of the proposed Draft Law were
violently hestile even from the UNP

and pro-UNP trade unions that
the government has developed
second thoughts on the matter.

The White Faper remains a White
Paper, and it is not known whe-
ther when the government will
seek to implement even the more
innocuous parts of the Draft Law.

Chris Sherwell, writing in the
(London) Financiol Times special
Sri Lanka Supplement on Trade
Unions stated:

“The  Jayewardene  Govern-
ment came to power last July saying
that the trade upnion movement
was in chaos znd promising to re-

orgise labour relations. The
disparate elements of Sri Lanka's
highly developed trade union

movement have since united to
oppose a draft law on employment
relations, and the Government has
retreated with a declaration that
its provisions will apply only to
the public sector. Although thz
government has tha parliamentary
muscle to push new legislation
through, uncertainty continues to
surround its specific plans. The
United National Party's original ij-
tontions were always rather vagus.
In its manifesto the party said that
‘organisations of employees manag-
ing their workplaces' would be
formed ‘without political affilia-
tion." There would also be regular
elactions and State supervision of
the use of funds collected from
paysheets. To a lzft-oriented trade
union movement facing a new right-
wing Government it all looked like
a potential threat te its existence
and a usurpation of its traditional
powers. Thus when union leaders
thought that the four-man cabinet
sub-committee drafting the law
to embody the UNP’s ideas might

4



E)ne Year After-3

be planning to confine the orga-
nisation of labour to enterprises
and even just factories, they began
lobbying Government leaders, other
trade upion movements and
internatienal bBodies. Some or-
dered token work stoppages in
protests; and the Government as-
sured the umnions they were not
threatened. in the event the draft
law, published 2s 2 VWhite Paper
for discussion by the Government
in lanuary was everything the
upnions had feared. Greatest re-
sentment has foczussed o the pro-
posal for elected employees coun-
cils, even though these are zlso
to be the means of fostering worker
participation. The upions see the
council’'s prescribed function of
representing workers and hanu-
ling disputes as an attempt to make
the unions redundant—or, as the
upion leaders, themselves put it,
to cause them to ‘‘wither away"
The coupcils—oriented as intended
towards the plant or enterprise
and elected by secret ballot—
would, for example, take up grie-
vances. A coupril’s decision that
a grievance is not well founded
would be final. When it is well
fou]-lded. and an attempt to Obtﬁin
redress from an employer fails, the
matter would go to a conciliation
commissicn of people appointed
by the employer and council whose
decision weould also be final.

““Serikes would not be allowed
during the whele concliation pro-
cess. The right to strike under
the proposed law would be res-

tricted in other ways tco. All
strikes would require 2l days*
notice, and strikes in essential

services would be prohibited. Any-
one helping to further an illegal
strike would also be guilty of an
offence. Job security, another
bepefit jealousy guarded by Sri
Lanka's trade union movement,
would also be affected. At the
moment employers find it easy to
hire but almost impossible to fire

under the Industrial Disputes Act
and the labour tribunal system.
The 1971 Termination of Employ-
ment of Workmen (Specizl Pro-
visions) Act has taken this still
further, making it criminal to ter-
minate employment (save op ob-
vious groupnds where a worker
has committed a theit, for ex-
ample) without the consent of
both the worker and the depart-
ment of labeur. The draft law re-
peals this act, and makes em-
ployment  terminzble at ope
month's notice on payment of
fixed compensation Wwithout re-
sort to the Industrial Disputes
Act. Employers say they will think
twice before firing workers ba-
cause of the sums involved, but
there is little dcoubt that they
welcome the proposal. The unions
naturally see it as wholly retro-
grade_ They say it makes [Clb Se-
curity illusory, especially by allow-
ing arbitrary and capricicus dis
missals.

“Represeptatives of '3 of the
country’s major unions joined, to-
gether to reject the White Paper
completely on the grounds that it
suppressed the fundamental right
to strike, deprived employees of
the right to deal or bargain col-
lectively with employers through
their trade unions and empowered
an employer to get rid of any em-
ployee without the employee hav-
ing any redress. But the unions
gave pno reasons for their rejec-
tion when they delivered their
verdict to the government in early
March. This would have opened
the way to discussions on issues
which they see as non-negotiable.
A month later on Aprl 6 and only
two month; after the White Paper
kad been published, the Minister of
Labour annonced in Parliament that
the Government had decided to con-
fine legislation based on the White
Paper to employees in State sector
only. This legisl:tion, his statement
said, would make provision for the

_e';tcbl.fv.hment of employee coﬁnc_:‘!‘s.
and these ‘will not take the place
of trade unions that exist alread,
but will be in cddition to tnem.” The
legislation, the Minister said, would
be intrcduced ‘shortly’. Cfficials at
the Department of Labour are rot
saying whether it will be passed this
year, nor whether the Government’s
retreat represests a viciory for the

unions few unicnists. Mr. Bala
Tampoe of the powerful Ceylon
Mercantile Urnion, for exampls,

beliaves itis, but Mr. S. Thondamag
of the Ceylon Workers' Congress,
representing mairly  plantation
workers, prefers to see itasapro-
cess of learping for the Govern-
ment and 2 democratic response
to public opiuicn. Scme union
leaders meanwhile are continuing
to mobilise their miembers sgainst
the planped legiclation, 2rd be-
fore May Dzy sought to take the
fight on to a more openly political
.plane, a move that was rejected
by others and has threateped to
updermine the unity forged in
reaction to the White Paper.”

“Come State sector unlons czn
be expected to try and resist the
move to 2pply the law to them alone
Much therefore depends on the
political will of the two sides. The
Governmenit has shown firmness
over a lock-out at the National
Textile Corporation’s largest mill,
but at the same time has sought
to improve the position of its union
at apother mill. This is seen by
some as part of the new customary
and widcspread practice of a new
government  replacing workers
when it arrives in power—an over
growing exercise in mass patrona2ge
which, in ghese particular cases,
represents an attempt to get rid
of opposition unions rather than
unions as such. Some estimates
put the number of workers dis-
missed since the luly election as
high as 10,000 and the number of
‘punitive transfers’ of teachers at
17,000 . Frem the urions' eoint
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of view the high upemployment
rate—over 20 per cent—is hardly
conductive to worker solidarity
at shop-floor level. Again, political
patronage is apparent: instead of
implementing its promise to re-
place the ‘‘chit” system, which
required a work-seeker to have a
note from his MP, the Govern-
ment’s new ‘job banks’ scheme is
tending to operate in a similar
fashion, leaving the unions no
stronger but making many people
who had high expectations of the
government more disgruntled. The
Central Bank, however, foresees
an improvement on the employ-
ment front under the new poli-
cies of liberalising the economy,
accelerating development projects
and encouraging export-oriented
foreign investments. For those in
work, wages remain among the
lowest in the world—about US
$ 1.25 a day for skilled workers,
US ¥ 1 for semi-skilled and US
$ 0.80 for unskilled—and this is ope
of the main attractions the Goy-
ernment is offering to prospective
foreign investors in the proposed
free trade zone. Clarification of
how the labour laws will apply
there is still needed, however.
If labour unrest has tended to ham-
per growth in the past it now ap-
pears to be doing no less. Govern-
ment figures indicate that the
number of mandays lost through
‘strikes has fallen during the past
three or four years, and over the
past 12 months the uniops have
tended to confiine their opposi-
tion to the Government’s pro-
posed legislation to comparativaly
mild actien. A more important labour
problem is posed by the exodus of
professional and skilled manpower
for employment abroad, particularly
in the Middle East and Africa. The
shortage of doctors and accountants
has become acute, and the loss of
skilled middle-level technicians and
craftsmen, such as electricians, me-
chanics and welders, while boosting
farefgnb exchange reserves and ame
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_could hold

domestic  unemployment,

up future expansion.
Businessmen are already complain-
ing, but accept that the only way
to cope is to train new people
in the skills lost.  Businessmen
also object fundamentally to the
government proposal for worker
participation contained in the
White Paper—one of the few ideas
it welcomed by the Unions. Al-
together it means that the UNP
has brought a sterner face to labour
relations in Sri Lanka and may
have set back rather thap promo-
ted the chances of tripartite in-
volvement by management, labour
and Government in economic
policy.”

This article sums the situation
very completely and ably, and
it is to see howa commentator
in a newspaper from the world
of international high finance
views this matter.

liorating
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BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

Bonn Summit

The July 16-17 Summit in Bonn
of the seven richest nations of
of the world has not produced a
magic formula either to solve the
economic ills of the capitalist world
or to pave the way for a pew ip-
terpational order in which Third
World countries could participate
(certainly not on ‘‘equal terms
because such equality is not a prac-
tical possiblity today but at Jeast
without being exploited unduly as
in the past and the present). But
the Bonn Summit focussed atten-
tion on some of the most impore-
ant problems facing the capitalist
world which had devastating im-
pact on the third world of deve-
loping countries. Many of thege

problems stemmed from the near

‘cut-throat trade and economic ri-

valries between some of the richest
capitalist countries.

Before the Bonn Summit, some
of the leading countries of Wes-
tern Europe, had met in Bremep
to discuss the possibilities of
stakilising the currencies for ECM
countries (and, if possible, of having
a common European currency in
course of time) and also to have

an organisation to foster and
azcelerate economic growth
throughout the world, (more es-

pecially in the poor third world)
through  meaningful investment,
transfer of technology, develop-
ment of nuclear energy and the like
quite contrary to the purely money-
lending and  interest-collecting
Shvlokian procedures of the [IMF
that had brought ruin to a large
number cf developing countries.
(The IMF has not been interested
in economic growth and develop-
ment of the third world, but hag
only acted as an instrument of the
rich countries to ensure markets
and raw materials).

At she Bremen meeting of the
leading European powers—as
we have mentioned in this col-
umn earlier—a great deal of
progress was registered. There
was whole-hearted support (ex-
cept from Britain which capnot do
very much at the moment) for the
Grand Design for world econo-
mic growth drawn up by
West Germany and France relying
on tacit support from the USSR and
the COMECON and also on Saudi
Arabia and OPEC. But all this is
still very much in an embryonic
stage of development. More pro-
gress was made in deciding to set
up a European Monetary System
(EMS) and to compel the IMF to
change its policies or go out of
business. By December the EMS
Is expected to take concrete shape.
But even greater progress was
made in bringing the complicated
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Bonn Summit

currency problems within the scope
of mapageable options. There was

a readiness among the majority
of the participant countries at the
Bremen talks to move away from
the ‘“‘aparchism'” of the floating
currencies which ““had made the
national economies of national coun-
tries the playthings of the elite
group of European bankers’—to a
position which appears to be a
half-way house between ‘“rigidly
fixed exchange parities and ab-
solutely free currency floats.”” The
ground rules which seem to have
emerged from Bremen offer seve-
ral options to European coun-
tries. “In the order of popularity
the major choices are a wider
float, a broader currency basket
and flexible target zones within
which the fluctuations in exchange
parities can be permitted. A wider
float would please Britain, be-
cause the narrower band fixed by
the EEC for currency swings smo-
thered and therefore edged the
British sterling out of the ‘spnake’.
The wider basket, which relates
EEC currencies to world currep-
cies besides those of non-EEC
countries, pleases only because it
is too wide. But it has invited the
jibe that it sought to fix the value
of the Swiss franc to the British
pound for eternity........ &

But the discussions at Bremen
were inconclusive because Britain
wanted ‘‘all details to be worked
out’”. Britain had stated that if
the UK should restrict money
supply to contain inflation, West
Germany should reflate (expand
‘currency) to contain its trade sur-
plus. But the West Germans have
not been willing to do so and
have sought to. currency fluctua-
tion within the original 2.5 per
cent limit on either side. This
means that though the climate
has improved in the EC*, the
national pressures even to con-
duct pilot exercises to establish
a monetary System, are Isti]l very

acute.

That is why Batuk Gathani i a
despatch to the Hindu of July |
was published under the heading
NEW  ECONOMIC  ORDER
RESTS ON COMPROMISE AM-
ONG WEST. He said: “The
seven-nation Western  summit
is scheduled to meet at Bonn short-
ly and although the officials at
the EEC headquarters one talks
to are sanguine about the pros-
pects of the summit, their conver-
sations are laced with many im-
ponderables.  Everybody talks ip
terms of compromises amongst the
Western world’s big nations as a
major prerequisite for world eco-
nomic order. This would be the
main task of Chancellor Schmidt,
host to the summit. This could
then be followed by a realistic dia-
logue with the raw material pro-
ducing and Third World natiops.
In between the problems of trade
and aid could also be discussed in
a more meaningful way. That
these are no more academic issues
either for the rich or for the poor
nations, most officials would rea-
dily agree.  But the prevailing
confusion on the monetary and
energy fronts coupled with the
nagging suspicions about one ano-
ther's intentions, has created a
horrific scenario about the world
economic order. This cannot last
indefinitely."

He went on to examine the posi-
tion of India vis a vis the ECM:
“In the EEC some four million
young are either unemployed. The
officials at the EEC headquarters
have nightmarish visions about the
consequences. They wonder how
this democratic will in India will
be backed by sclid economic gains.
And this perhaps, is the heart of
the matter. Unpder the umbrella
fo the EEC, India could have a mean-
ingful dialogue with the West.
India could perhaps, also help the
EEC understand the Third World
better. Lopg cliche-ridden sermons
would evoke mirth and ridicule—
the Indian politicians and diplo-

mats will need to display more - -
maturity and better  judgment.
Can India be counted upon iy alj
this? It is a nagging issue for them
?ll. India has a vast market, re-
Sources, both natural and human,
and above all a democratic will.
This is why the dialogue with
'ndia should be more substantive
not just academic sruff.”

Finally, he advanced the view
that the West should set its own
home in order before seeking to
solve the problems of the Third

World—(which the West up-
doubtedly  dominates economi-
cally and exploits unmercifully).

“But then it is also argued that
the Western world must first
sort out its own affairs to estas
blish a new basis of relationship
with the Third World pations.
This is why in some ways many
eyes are glued to the Bonn summit.
First, the Western world must
come to terms with the problems
of inflation, recession, upemploy-
ment and monpetary upheavals and
there must be a concerted effort
to find a way out of the present
crises. Nobody here seriously
believes that this is a case of ‘solo
operation’ on the part of Japan
and Germany to reflate their
economy. The so-called ‘locomotive
theory’ lacks credibility in the
EEC headquarters. There is more
talk about compromises and con-
certed effort on the part of every-
body. In London they talk of the
‘German hegemony’ and in Paris
the cynics wonder if President
Giscard is not in the process of
selling the honour of France to
the  Anglo-Germans. But in
Brussels, at the EEC headquarters,
they will tell you that statistics
‘have a way of sobering both peo-
ple and nations. The egocentrics
of Western Europe have no place -
in today’s grim realities.” _ ;
Inside news of the outcome of
the Bonn summit have pot be- -
come available to us, but news-*
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paper reports indlcate the IMF
group (the US and UK chiefly)

" were willing to accept at least a
substantial part of the Grand De-
sign proposals for global economic
growth of the EMS group (mainly
France, West Germany, €tc. etc.),
and that therefore there were
“compromises’” on controversial
matters on a give and take basis.
But how far these compromises
can bring about a new international
order is yet to be seen.

For the momant, until more
inside news reaches us, a despaich
from Eugene Brake, USICA cor-
respondent from Bonn on July 11
provides an interesting background
on- the genersl outcome of the
Summit from the US poiat of visw,
Those who can read between tha
lines on the economic complexi-
ties of the capitalist world will be
able to guess the trend of develop-
ments. This is what Eugepne Brake
wrote upder the heading SUMMIT
ENDS WITH PLEDGES ON
GROWTH, TRADE, ENERGY,
“Declaring that they ‘are con-
cerned, above all, about world-
wide unemployment,’ the leaders of
seven major industrial nations have
pledged concrete actions to boost
world economic gfowth. In a dze-
Jaration issued at the end of the
July 16-17 economic summit meet-
ing in Bonn and in public state-
ments at its conclusion, the heads
of government made thess specific
commitments: The German dele-
gation, headed by Chancellor Hel-
mut Schmidt, said that by the end
of August it would propose addi-
tional measures to stimulate faster
growth of the Germany economy.
It said the amount of stimulus
would be equivalent to up to one
percent of the country’s total
economic output. President Carter
pledged unequivocally that by the
end of the year ‘measures will be
in effect that will result in oil Im-
port savings of approximately
2.5 million barrels per day by
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1985." That is the amount of ol
import savings originally expected
to come from the energy program
Mr. Carter proposed to the US
Congress over a year ago. As In
the case of other pledges by other
couptries, Mr. Carter did not Spe-
cify precisely how the goal would
be accomplished but US sources
said that Mr. Carter's presenta
tion appeared to convince the
other leaders that he had a sound
energy program and Was dete‘r'-
mined to carry through with it.
Japan, represented by Prime
Minister Takeo Fukuda, said it
was urging moderation on its ex-
porters, and aiming to assure that
the volume of its exports for 1778
will not exceed its volume in 1977.
In volume terms, lapanese exports
have already stopped rising in
response to exchange rates change
and other factors even though in
dollar terms their yalue has still
been rising. The Japanese pledge
means that the government will
try to assure that export volume
does not start rising again this
year. President Carter and Cana-
dign Prime Minister Pierre Elliott
Trudeau ‘expressed their firm in-
tention to continue as reliable
suppliers of nuclear fuel." Presi-
dent Carter has in the past used
his Presidential powers to hold
up some enriched uranium ship-
ments becuase of concern over
safeguards. But he said he now

‘intends to use the full powers of
his officc to prevent an inter-
ruption of enriched uranium supply
and to ensure that existing agree-
ments Will be respected.’ All ship-
ments will still be subject to ap-
proval by the nuclear regulatory
commission of the US government,
an  independent body.  Other
plgdges concerning growth, energy
and inflation were made by Frepch-
Premier Valery Giscard DEstaing
Italian Prime Minister Giulio An-'
dreottl, and British Prime Minister
lames Callaghan.

Bonn S’ummit

“Jointly, the seven leaders or-
dered their trade negotiators to
work with other participants in
the trade talks in Geneva ‘to re.
solve the outstanding issues and to
conclude successfully the detailed
negotiations by December 15, 1978
They pledged that the developing
nations can counton them for
more financizl assistapce  ‘and
other resources for their develop-
ment.” They called especially for
greater assistance in the ray
field and said they recognize ‘the
rejuirement for better access to
our countries’ markets for thz pro-
ducts of the devaloping countries’.
ln addition to the leaders of the
seven natiops, President Roy lJen-
kins of the European Community
Comimission attended the summit
meeting as a Representative of the
European Community.  President
Carter in his remzrks at the con-
cludipg public sesston Said that
‘the results have exceeded the
expectation of all of us .. | think
each leader has gone the limit
within the bounds of political ac-
tualities to contribute everything
possible from our own individual
nations to the common well-
being of the world’, he said. Like
some of the other leaders, Mr.
Carter stressed that ‘we will be
carefully monitoring progress after
this summit adjourns to make sure
that those commitments made
in sincerity are not forgotten,
nor abapndoned in the months
ahead .. | would like to say finally,
that we have not forgotten the
developing nations of the world’,
the US President said. The coun-
tries represented 2t the Bonn sum-
mit meeting‘have been blessed with
economic and political and mili-
tary strength and with a fine high
standard of living for our own
people’, he sald, and ‘we recognize
the need to share this with other
[e5S developed couptries,” Prime
Minlster Fukuda reported that the
seven leaders had agreed to under-

ane
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Bonn Summit

take a ‘serious review’ of relations
with the developing nations in pre-
paration for United Nations Trade
And Development Confercnce sche-
duled to be held next May in Mani-
lla. The leaders said they ‘intend to
have a similar meeting among our-
selves at an appropriate time next
yezar'. Japan has been menticned asa
possible site, but no decision on this
question was made at the Bonn
meeting.

No senzational developments
can be expected from the Bonn Sum-
mit. The posszible clash between
the IMF and EMS has been softened
with President Carter accebting the
Growth programmes c¢f the Eure-
pean Grand Degign.

The official communigue empha-
sised on strategies to fight infla-
tion. Extrzcts from the Reuter
report also ipdicate the scope of
the Bonn discussions: “The saven
maior industrial democracies to-
night announced they had agreed
on 2 new strategy te pull the pon-
Communist world cut of industrial
stagnation and high un employment
At the end of a two day ecopomic
summit here their leaders issued
a commupique of
which each governmept
to follow a particular course as
sart of a copcertad effort for in-
ternational recovery. The com-
munique made it clear that key
parts of the plan were promises
by West Germany to boost do-
mestic demand and by the United
States admipistration to fight to
reduce Americz’s dependerce on
imported oil. The leaders said they
would act through measures to en-
sure growth and combat the rising

promises—in
pledged

unemployment in the industrizl
world.
The communique saidi ‘We

agreed on a comprehensive stra-
tegy covering growth, employment
and inflation, international mone-
tary policy energy trade and other
issues of particular interest to
developing countries...YWe must

9

create more jobs and fight infla-
tion, strengthen international
trading reduce payments im-
balances and achieve greater sta-
biliy in exchapge markets. We
ared ealing with longterm problemg
which will only yield to sustained
eflorts. This strategy is a coherept
vwhele whose parts are interde-
pendent. To this strategy each of
our countries can contribute to it
each can benefit.” |t said that ‘we

are concerned above all ablout
worldwide unemployment.." The
nations pledged to act though

mea.uies to assure growth and
dovelop needzd skills to increase
jobs.

“Than, instead of following the
trend of the three previous eco-
nomic summits which set sut gepe-
ral targets the leaders said differsnt
programmes were needed by coun-
trics which faced diiferent condi-
tions. In countries whose balance
of payments situation and inflation
ratz does not impose special res-
trictions this requires a faster
rise in domastic demand. ln coun-
tries where rising prices and costs
are craating strong pressures this
means taking new measures against

inflation. It listed the pledges
of tha soparate npations. West
Germany it said had indicated

that by the end of August it would
propose to its legislative bodies
attitional and quantitetively subs-
tagtial measures up to one per cejt
of its gross national product de-
signed to achieve a significant
strengthening of demand and a
higher rate of growth. it said Presi-
dent Carter had made fighting in-
flation the top priority of US eco-
nomic policy and a very tight bud-
set is being prepared for 1979,
The United States pledged to cut
its huge oil imports which have
been a major factor in its big trade
deficit undermining confidence in
the dollar. ‘By year end’, said the
communique ‘“‘measures will be in
effect that will result in oil im-
port savings of approximately 2.5

million barrels per day by [979.
. The communiqite said nothing could
be solved by relapsing into open
or concezled protectiogism.’ ©

There is not much the Third
World of developing countries
can hope for from the Bonn
Summit. The richest countries
are still grouping in the dark
to resolve problems that tor-
ment them:.

+ o+ o+

POLITICS OF THE WEEK

BY NARADA

o Durayzppah Murder Case
o (ivil Disabilities Bills
e fxodus o Passports

e (hina vs Yietnam

ACQUITTAL  INEVITABLE. The
acquittal of the five accused in the
Durayappah murder case was in-
evitable under the normal laws of
the country at the trial befere a
jury in the High Court. There was
no evidence at all against four.
The State conceded this. (Why
were they charged at all’). From
all has trenspired in the proceed-
ings and the remarks of the Judge
in his charge to the Jury it was
clear that the evidence even against
the first accused was insufficient
to sustain a copviction. It can be
truly said that justice has been
done acccording to the law.

But there are very important
lessons to be drawn from the Duray-
appah murder case, especially if
one studies the history frem its
inception. An examination of some
of the salient features and facts
will speak for themselves.

I. The accused were arrested
under the Emergency Regulations
without any evidence and were
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kept in custody and indefinite
deteiition from about July 1975.,
Many others too, including possible
svitnesses and suspects, Wwere
similarly detained from time to
time.

2. Statements were recorded
and re-recorded by the Pclice
who had powers to investigate
carte blanche—on a blank cheque,
so to say. The suspects were in-
terrogated for weeks and months.
The police had powers to take the
suspects out of fiscal custody and
this they did as and when they
pleased. It is a fact that most of
the statements were recorded
after six months of arrest and
detention!

3. The Police, in this case, instead
of doing “detective” work and
“investigating the crime”, as the
police usually do and should do,
concentrated on extracting state-
ments from persons indefinitely
datained to upravel the mysteries
of Durayappah’s death.  Tritune
has poipted out on many occasions
that under the special powers and
Emergzncy Rule, the Police had
stopped investigating and detect-
ing and had relied solely on “in-
formers’ and “confessions.” The
Police were no longer dstectives
but extractors of statements or
confessions. Even in political mat-
ters, Intelligence was collected
on fron. informers and those from
whom confessions could be ex-
tracted. The Police had made
this a fine art. This was done be-
cause the “law” was changed by
the old regime to make confessions
contrary to the provisions of the
Evidence Ordinznce admissible in
evidence.

4. One of the strangest aspects
of this case is that, in the first ins-
tance, the accused were charged
with *“‘causing death” and for “mur-
der.” And this was coupled with
a certificate from the Attorney
General that Durayppah’s death
"wfis caused in the course of a
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civil disturbance prevailing at the
time the death was caused.”" So
far the police was concerned ther'e
was no civil disturbance, but this
certificate was essential to take
the case out of the purview and
jurisdiction of the ordinary law
of the land and bring it within the
scope of the then prevailing Emer-
gency Laws under which confes-
sions were admissible.

5. The first Tiral-at-Bar before
Three High Court Judges without
a Jury became possible only be-
cause of the Attorney-General's
certificate that the accused were
indicted for causing death in fur-
therance of, in pursuance of, in
connection with or in the course
of a civil disturbance prevailing at
the time the offence was com-
mitted. It was a Special Court at
Bar before whom the accused were
first indicted.

6. It would be relevant and per-
tinent to refer to the dissenting
judgement of Justice T. W. Raja-
ratham in a Writ application—
to the Supreme Court to prohibit
proceedings in the Special High
Court at Bar without a Jury and
confessions made admissible. The
dissenting judgement held that it
was an invalid court, and he had
observed: “..It is not only a
court created by the Executive,
it is a court through which the
judicial powers of the people
is not exercised by the Natio-
nal State Assembly. It js ,
court of confessions which de.
parts from the well estahlished
laws of evidence and the tradj.

tional  principles of justice
in the Criminal Lav.”

The Attorney-General with-
drew the questionable indict-
ment in the questionable court

and justice has pow been done ac.
cording to the laws of the land.
Looked at from any angle, it js
triumph for justice. Only the
Police must be blamed for not
doing proper detective and investi-

Durayappah Murder Case

gative work to bring te book
those responsible for the unpardo-
nable crime of political murder
and terrorism—they had pinned
all their hopes on confessions and
statements they extracted anyhow,
any place and any time under the
Emergency Laws.

The full proceedings are not yet
available to us, but for the record
it would be useful to refer to some
of the remarks of the Judge, Mr.
J. F. A Soza, in his 3 1/2-hcur ad-
dress to the Jury as reported in
the Ceylon Daily Mirror, of July 18.
He said, “although the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party was one single unit,
it had two different units one cham-
pioned by Mr. C. Kumarasuriar
and the other champiosed by Mr.
Alfred Durayappah. Mr. Raja
Sunderam although a membar of
the Municipal Council, Jafina, under
the Mayoralty of the late Mr.,
Durayappzh was an erstwhile friend
of Mr. Kumarasuriar. By scme
mysterious way yet to be unearthed,
Mr. Raja Sunderam in Jaffna wzs
the first to have got the news of
the shooting of Mr. Durayappah
at Ponnali Krishnan Kovil and in
fact is the person who first in-
formed the police abecut this tra-
gedy. Furthermore, when Sivanu,

Mr. Durayappah's driver apd
Yoganathan a MPCS Director
under Mr. Durayapph’'s Chair-

manship were making desparate
attempts to find some vehicle
to take Mr. Durayappah to the
Moolai  Co-operative  Hospital,
it was this very Raja Sunderam
who had very kindly obliged to
place at the disposal of Sivanu and
Yoganathan a van belonging to the
MPCS Jaffna. There is yet another
unexplained mystery in this epi-
sode. That particular van was not
used on the trip driven by its usual
driver but by a different driver.
What is more startling was that
some of the occupants in the van
numbering about five, all unlenown
to Sivanu and Yoganathan took
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In The NSA

away the wrist watch belonging
to Mr. Durayappah and neither
Sivanu nor Yoganathan had any
objections to this daylight robbery.
Tnese are scme of the miszing links
in the chain of the prosecution.
“Dealing with the witnesses cal-
led, the Judge said: ‘You npeed
not have several witnesses to re-
peat the same thing over and over
again. One would be quite ample.
But when it happens to be one and
only one witness who bears testi-
mony to the act or acts of the
charge, the jury has to be extreme-
ly cautious to weed out the possi-
bles ana the impossitles.” Dealing
with the charges, the accused faced
the Judge observed that if it was
conspiracy, several people should
get together and plan what they
wanted to do. After so planning,
all except one may back out but
then the one that faces the charge
is still guilty of conspiracy. As
for the common object the pro-
secution must prove beyond rea-
sonable doubt their ultimate ob-
ject. As for murder it should be
intentional murder and nothing
else and murder must be com-
plete, with the actions the plan-
ners planned. Of the Medical evi-
dence the Judge observed that
except for one injury all others
had been from the front. This
means that when Durayappzh got
the first shot he turned and tried
to run and ip the process he had
received three other injuries fired
from the front which were all fatal.

On the witnesses the Judge
observed that Kanmani the first
witness had nothing to say except
that she saw three young men
sitting on the half wall of the rest-
ing-room (madama) and one of
them buying a bottle of soda and
Necto. Beyond that she heard
reports of gunshots and she had
taken shelter in her own bou-
Sivanu is a very rash wit-

tique.
ness. At the identification parade,
he had identified one who had

merely come to Courts on other
business. But Sivanu who on Octo-
ber 6 just two months and a )
days later could pot identify any
other except the first accused and
identified the second accused for
the first time in this court. The
Judge concluding his address to
the jury observed that there were
no fingerprints of any of the ac-
cused on the car or any of the
productions.”

IN THE NSA. On July 20, the Prime
Minister introduced the Civil Dis-
ahilities Bill—two Bills, one in res-
pect of Commission. He also in-
troduced the Local Government
Elections Amendment Eill. The
Government had wanted to intro-
duce the first Bill about a week
earlier but had postponed it. In
the meantime, Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike had filed a writ of
Certiorai in the Supreme Court
to quash the findings of the Col-
ombo Municipal Council. In the
NSA, Mr. Maithripala Senznayake
raised an objection agzinst the Bill
on the ground that the matter
was now sub judice because of the
Writ application before the Sup-
reme Court. The speaker over-
ruled this objection berzuse even
by the 1972 Constitution, the
NSA was supreme representirg
the sovereignty of the people. The
Prime Minister also pointed out
that even if the Constitutional
Court, which was soon to go out
of existence, found the new Bills
inconsistent with the 1972 Cons-
titution, the NSA could pass the
Bills with a two-thirds majority.

few

The Acting President of the SLFP
on July I8 issued a statement to
the Local Authorities (Imposition
of Civil Disabilities) Bill. It read:
“The Government is taking the
upprecedented  step of enacting
legislation to take away the civic
rights of individuals without find-
ings of corruption or findipgs that
are judicial in character. In the Bills
that are gazetted by the Goverr-

ment under the Local Authoritieg
(Imposition of Civic Disabilitics)
Act—whether it is gazetted ag
one bill or two bilis—we are shocked
that amorg the persons selected
in the scheduled 2s persons whese
Civic rights are to be takep away
from thzm, are pzrsons who were
never even summoned to appear
before the commission, either as
Witnesses or 2s accuszd persons;
and who until the publicition in
the pewspapers that thire w:s a
move to d:prive them of their
civic rights or that the commissions
Wwere inyvastig ting zbout them did
not know thzt th2y had been put
to ‘trial’ and ‘found guilty’ by a
commission. Under section 16 of
the Commissions of Inquiry Act
there isacleer duty upon the com-
missioner to inform every person
wheose conduct he thinks is a sub-
ject of an inauiry, or who is con-
cerned or implicated in an ip-
quiry, that he is entitled to be
represented by one or more law-
yers for the whole of the inquiry.
In many cases this hes pot been
done. Many of the persoirs whose
civic rights zre to te taken away
by this legisletion, have riot been
found guilty of corruption in any
form by the commission. ard it is
monstrous to think that there

can be any justification for depriv-
ing a person of his civic rights
for anythir g else. if any of the per-
sons found guilty by either com-
mission is actually guilty there is
surcly adequate provision under
the existirg laws to deal with them.
Under the contemplated amend-
ment to the Constitution which a
Select Committee of the National
State Assembly has already reported
upon, there, is express provision
prohibiting  retroactive  legisla-
tion. In the face of those it is in-
deed that on the eve of this amend-
ment the Government is seeking
by these bills to enact retre-
active legislation. The statement

goes on to mention some of the
-
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names of parsons mentioned in
the two bills concerned and claims.
that they will be making applica-
tions to the Supreme Court to set
aside the Commission's findings
against them.” (Ceylon Daily News,
July 18)

EXPORT OF MANPOWER. Perhaps
the most lucrative export from Sri
Lanka today, in terms of monthly
ready cash in foreign exchange,
is the export of manpower to the
Middle East and Africa. There are
guess-estimates that monthly about
Rs. 390 million come into the island,
officially and unofficielly, from
Sri Lankans employed abroad. This
has increesed the inflationary trend
and brought a pnew class of con-
sumer into the market with very
high purchasing power—and still
untroubled by tax deductions and
the like.

The exodus to the Middle East,
Africa and other places, of even
unskilled and semi-skilled labour
has eased the unemployment
problem among youth in the Col-
ombo and laffna areas in parti-
cular. Some upfortupate experi-
ences suffered by females who had
gone outas housekeepers, nannies
and housemaids, but these are the
customary risks connected with
the export of manpower. There
are similar ricks in the local tourist
industry where a large number
of women workers have to dis-
charge the additional functions of
- prostitutes for the delactation of
foreign tourists.

ISSUE OF PASSPORTS. The recent
increase in the export of man-
power could not have been possible
without the magic transformation
that has come over the Depart-
ment of Immigratiofi and Emig-
ration. A phenomenlly large
number of passports are issued
every day. A plications are pro-
cessed without updue delay and
bonds, where required, can be
signed without excessive and
palpful red tape.

TRIBUNE July 29, 1978

Many readers of Tribune 'have
commented on the speedy issue
of passports in recent months.
The chaos and anarchy at the en-
trances of the Passport Office have
all but disappeared. The touts
find it difficult to exploit appli-
cants because the officicls are more
accessible and courtecus.

We do not have the detailed
statistics, but we had thought that
this tremendous increase in the
number of passports issued was
possible only on equzlly big in-
crease in the staff in the Passport
Section in the dilapidated buildings
which house the Department of
Immigration and Emigration. To
our utter siurprise we discovered
that thers has been no increase in
staff. How this miracle of the pass-
ports was achieved enly the Con-
troller Mr. Newton Samarasinghe
can tell.

TAIL FIECE. A cyclostyled bulletin
from an SLFP trade union centre
(which one of the splinters it is
hard to say) had an interesting item
in its recent issue. It said that the
Executive Committee of the Sri
Lanka-China  Friendship Associa-
tion had, after due deliberations,
decided to back China against
Vietnam in the currept disputa, It
was also decided, the report said
to issue a public statemayt.

No statement, however, it is
said had appeared. The story is
that the “membership” hag pro-
tested and had demandead that
the Executive Committee should
reconsider this decisiop,

Strange events are taking slace
'n the world of the Maoists in Sri
Lanka!

National Milk Board

QUIDNUNCS

National Milk Board

A QUIDNUNC, according to
the Shorter Oxford Dictionary,
is "one who is constantly ask-
ing ‘what pow!', ‘what news?
hence an inquisitive person, a
gossip. The word comes from |

| the Latin, quid (what) nunc
| (now)—what now?—and is de-
| fined in Websters Dictionary

| as “one who seeks to know all
the latest gossip.” Our own
era, especially in Sri Lanka, is
admittedly the Quidnuncs’
| Golden Age. Gossip is now a
marketable commeodity. The
stories our Quidnuncs bring are
| based om a substratum of truth !
and Tribune publishes them only
if the fire from which the smoke
has arisen has some kind of
reality. Apart from a few kite-
flying stories to provoke inves-
tigation, most storics in this
column have cuite enough for
a daily paper to go to town
with a banner headline.

SHOW PROGRESS BY 979
OR CLOSE DOWN — EL
WARNS MILK BOARD. The
Sun of Tuesday, July, I8 reported
under the above heading: “If the
National Milk Board does not
show any progress in producing
the country's full requirement of
milk by the end of 1979, the Board
may have to close down,” warped
the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands, Mr. E. L. Senanayake at
Polonnaruwa yesterday, while on
a visit to the Government animal

husbandry farm at Kandakaduwa.
The Minister observed that the
President Mr. J. R, Jayewardene

had established the National Milk
Board in 1954 when he was Minis-
ter of Food and Agriculture, to
make the country self-sufficient in
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National Milk Board

milk for the betterment of the
younger generation. It is a pity to
note today, that the MNational Milk

Board has turned out to be an
agency for importing powdered
milk to the tune of Rs. 150 mil-

lion a year..The Minister acknow-
ledged that this was the only farm
of its kind which ran at 2 profit.”

The Minister's attitude vis ¢ viz
the National Milk Board (NME)
is in heartening contrast to that
of his predecessor who is said to
have staysd on occasions at the
NMB Circuit Bungalow Eut never
visited the Condorsary on these
visite. Mi. E. L. Sen2nayake hzs
so far shown no signs of fatigue
or dimipishing irtcrest in the tesk
allotted to him—a formidable
one. It is true that he girdled a
part of the world, but he also tra-
versed very large areas in Sri
Lanka—including all spheres of
activity of agricultural developmert.
More power to his elbow!

And, what happens to the INIMB
now!

Quidnuncs have been asking for
a long time the same questions
EL has raised now. What really
has happened since the time the
President destablished the Matioral
Milk Board (NMB) in 19541 V¥iy
are we importing 150 million rupees
of milk powdecrper annum? What
next? Will the NMB in fact show
progress by 19797 What are the
targets for the dairies? VWhzt zre
the capacities of these units? Are
milk collecsing ond processing
the primary functions of the Board
or has the packeting of imperted
milk powder become its main
objective? How much does the Con-
densary produce?  Where doss
Perakum vanish to? A year hes
passed since the new Govern-
ment took over. Apart for in-
creased imports of Millc powder-
what are the achievements of the
NMB? what are its po'iclies? Mr.
Senanayake seems to be unduly
optimistic about the production
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of the island’s requirements by
19792 How does he hope to achieve
it? Can it be done? Should not the
producer be paid more if collec-
tions are to be increased!?

Butall this 2part, Tribunz would
like to be factory-wise and have
some set targets. What targets
can we hope to achieve fer De-
cember 1972, June 1979 and De-
cember 19792  VYyhat percentage
of our requirements to these tar-
gets represent.

We would ask the Chairman of
the Nationzl Milk Board tc out-
line his plais for 1979. Will he
male a statement on poiicies and
concrete targets and feollow it up
with a Press Conference! And,
can he tell the public how much
milk is collected at the centres
arid how much cof it is accepted by
the factories and plants? How much
of the collected milk—bowser loads
—is spoilt and thrown away? Is any-

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS

by Ariel

Cater's Cold War

President Cartcr has stepped up
his campzign ag:inst the Soviet
Union on the human rights ques-
tion. His Ambassador to the Uni-
ted Mations, Apndrew Yourg, had
in this copnection used his pre-
rogztive of the freedom of speech
to say that when one talked of
human rights anywhere it was
necessary to know that there were
hundreds, if not thousands of “poli-
tical prisoners’ languishing in the
jzils of the USA. Andrew Young,
with his long record as a civil rights
campaigner for the Blacks In the
USA is conscious of the struggles
of his peoples. It is no doubt true
that the term “political prisoners”

Jhas a different connotation in the
USA, but nevertheless Andrew
Young's remarks rzised a hornet's
nest in the Conservative circlzes
in the USA. Thzre were demands
from Senators and Congressmen
that the President should sack
Young. After an unduly long delay,
President  Carter  reprimanded
Andrew Young and accepted his

apology. But White America was
not satisfied. They wented the
Black Ambassador sacked and

Carter has been pushed into warn-
ing Young that if he repeated the
performance he would have to go.

It is not only Andrew Young
who has misgivings about Carter’s
onslaught on the Soviet Ugnion.
Many have raised the question why
the President is solely concerned
about the human rights in the
Soviet Union. Why not human
rights in South Korea, the Philip-
pines and the numercus dictator-
ships which are cioscly allied to
the USA?

Many allege that Carter's cam-
paign on the Soviet Unicn is a
new version of the cold war; and
they say that circles close to him
have triggered this zttach on the
USSR as a cover for his failures
in his domestic policies. = Many
of his election promises have not
been kept: e.g. to reduce the rate
of inflation, to cut military expen-
ditures and restrict the arms race,
to bring down military exports
to solve the Middle East preblem,
to establish more just economic
relations with develeping coun-
tries, and to ovarcome existing
financial and economic differences

with the industrially developed
countfies. .

The inability of the US ad-
ministration to solve imgortant
socio-economic and international
problems has naturally aroused
growing dissatisfacticn and  dis-

content 2mong many sections of
the population in the United Sga-
tes. The tax revolts in scme States
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is an indicator—and it will be
seen that Carter increased his at-
tacks on tha USSR after the Tax
Revolts gathered momeantum. The
popularity rati.g of President
Carter has gone down, azccording
to the latest pcpularity polls.

President Coarter’s pressnt line
can only lead to tensions and an
increase in the army race between
the two super powers. Newswveek
in a recent issue estim:ted that by
1935, the two countries will have
enough puclear warheads and mis-
siles not merely to klow them-
selves up, but to blow up the whole
world three times over. Unless
Carter drops his cold war in and
events to detente he will go dewn
to history with the appellation
NEUTRON PRESIDENT. His chan
c3as in the [930 elections can be
considered slim with his quarrel
with Andrew Young and the Black
Americ-ns.

Carter’s campaign has not
impressed the Third World. He
has not only startad a cold war on
the USSR but also on the Third
World—and this meinly through
Brzezinski. Peter Buck writing on
Jupne 10, in the New Solidarity said:
““Tanzanian President lu'ius Nyerere
this week deliverad a singing ri-
poste to Jimmy Carter’s anti-
Soviet  Annapolis, Md. Policy
address with a warning to the US
Administration that Africa’s front-
line stztes will not tolerate Zbig-
niew Brzezinski's Cold War on
the African continent.

Nyerere's speech, delivered to
the entire Tanzanian press corps
the mornirg after Carter’s lupe
6 diatribe set the tope for this

weekend's mesting &f the Afri-
can front line states in Luanda,
Angola. The principal agenda

topi-s of the Luanda meeting are
the negotiation of a detente bet-
ween Angola and npeighbouring
Zaire, and an effort to move the
Namihian liberation movement,
SWAPO, toward acceptance of
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.2  Western-sponsored

plan for
peaceful trapsition to indepen-
dence for that South African colony.

In his press conference, Nyerere
pointed directly at Zbigniew Brze-
zinski as the main obstacle to peace
in the region.

‘If President Carter wants to
turn around a;d listen to the new
Kissinger in his Administration,
for this is the real problem,’ said
Nyerere, “he should pot be sur-
prised if we change our views,
because then he's saying he doesn't
care about one-man one-vote in
Africa. He only cares about con-
frontation with the Soviet Union
and defense of capitalism in Africa.’

Pointing out another, ‘‘pro-
gressive” voice is still present in
the Administration, Nyerere
went on: ‘Let that (be the)voice
which is still speaking to Africa,
not this hysterrical voice about
Africa being taken over by Cuba.
It is an absurdity. | don’t think it
becomes a powerful country like
the US’. The Soviet Union main-
tains a significant presence only in
Angola and Ethiopia, said Nyerere
in both cases ‘..at the request
of the legitimate governments con-
cerned, for reasons that are well
known and completely understand-
able by all reasonable people....
Current developments show that
the greater immediate danger to
Africa’s freedom comes from pations
in the Western bloc.”

Nyerere's  broadside  against
the prime wrecker of peace in
southern Africa accompanied
diplomacy by Zambia, France, Zaire
and Angola to achieve a reapproach-
ment between Zaire and Angola.
In a statement opening the front
line meeting in Luanda last night,
Angolan President Neto affirmed
that neither Cuba, the Soviet
Upion nor Angola were responsible
for the invasion of Zaire, and that
good relations between Zaire and
Angola were necessary for peace

Cold War On The USSR

and development in the region.
Neto’s opening to Zaire followed a
trip to both countries by Zambian
President Kenneth Kaupda, ape-
ther front line leader.

After Kaunda's departure from
Zaire, Zairean President Mobutu
made his own backhanded peace
overture to Angola, offering to
stop aiding the anti-government
guerillas operating against Neto's
government. Telling reporters he
was being advised to start “arming
and training opponents of (the
Angolan) regime,”” Mobutu said,
“l haven't taken a decision on
that subject,” meaning that he
was prepared to stop.”

It is time that the cold war is
ended. If not, the world is faced
with total disaster.

* ] L

FOR THE RECORD

Western Manoeuvres In
Africa

by Julius Nyerere

This statement by Tanzanian
| Presiden: Julius Nyerere, made
earlv in June, abeout the situa-
tion in Africa after the French-
Belzian military intervention in
Zaire and after Prevident Cart:r's |
many verbal onslaughss on |
allegzed “Soviet and Cuban
penstration in Africa’  refle-
cts frent-line African  natio-
nalist logic. statement

This
will alsc explain the attitude
and policies of the African States,_ |

| have been very concerned
indeed about world reactions to
recent events in Africa and it seems
to me to be necessary that | should
make Tanzapia's position clear.
For the events of the past few
weeks have once again demons-
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trated that although our legal
independence is officially recog-
nised, our need and our right to
develop our countries and our
coptinent in our own interests
has not yet been conceded in
practice. The habit of regarding
Africa as an appendage of Western
Europe has not yet been broken.
In Angola the MPLA did almost
all the fighting against the Portu-
guese colonialists. As indepen-
dence approached after the re-
volution in Portugal, various Wes-
tern couptries led by the Ugited
States of America decided to try
to prevent the establishment of
an MPLA government in that coup-
try. They conspired with South
Africa, and gave under cover finance
and arms to rival nationalist moye-
ments which had previously been
almost inactive. Faced with this
conspiracy and the consequent at-
tacks on Angola from South Africa
and across the Zaire border, the
MPLA government sought help from
those who had given support to
the movement during the inde-
pendence struggle. Cuba and the
Soviet Union responded to those
requests.  With their help the
Angolan government overcame the
immediate military threat to its

existence, pushed South African
troops back across the border
into Namibia, and pushed the

FNLA troops back to where they
had come from—Zaire.

Cuban troops are still in Angola
and the Soviet Union continues
to give military assistance to Angola.
The Angolan government is forced
to ask for this assistance to be
continued because the threat to
the integrity of Angola still exists.
Only last month South African
troops entered Southern Angola
again, and inflicted heavy cagualties
upon Namibian refugeess. Unita
continues to get outside support.
There have been coptinual attacks
made across the Angolan-Zaire
border by FNLA troops, who are
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financed and supplied with wea-
pons by external forces and who
operate with the active or tacit
support of the Zaire government.
That all this is happening, is known
to the Secret Services of South Africa,
and of USA, France and some otner
Western countries. It weuld not be
happening without their connivance
and their involvement. It would
be incredible if the governments of
those countries did not know what
their agencies were doing.

The history of the ex-Katangese
gendarmes predates the indepen-
dence of Angola, It was not actions
of the MPLA which tock them
to Angola, nor were they trained
by MPLA. They are a living re-
minder to Africa of the determined
and shameless attempt by the
West to dismember the former
Congo (Leopoldville) in their own
economic interest. When that
attempt was defeated, some of these
gendarmes moved into Angola and
remained there as refugees. Ncw
things have changed, the West
has a different view of Zaire and
is using it to de-stabilise Angola. It
would therefore not be surprising
if Angola felt forced to withdraw
the restraints it had been imposing
on those Zairean refugees in Nor-
thern Angola. Whether such a
policy of retaliation is correct or
wise is a matter of judgement;
it is nevertheless understandable.

But one thing is clear. There
is no evidence of Cuban or
Soviet involvement in this
retaliation. The US State
Department was at one time
reported to have said as much,
the Cubans have persisted
and convincingly repudiated
such allegations.

So Cuba and the Soviet Union
went into Angola and are still
in Angola for understandable rea-
sons, at the request of the Angolan
government. There is no evidence
at all that they have been involved

directly or indirectly, in any fights
*ing in Zaire.

Cuban and Soviet forces are also
in Ethiopia, at the request of the
Etniopian government.  The rea-
sons for their presence are well-
known. They have helped the
Ethiopian to defend their country
against external aggression. They
have pot and nor has the Ethi-
opian government engaged in any
fighting outside Ethiopia’s borders.
And there is some evidence to sug-
gest that the Cuban government
at any rate makes a distinction
between the fighting in the Ogaden
and the fighting in Eritrea.

Apart from those two countries,
where else in Africa are there
Soviet or Cuban forces? There are a
few Cuban and Soviet nationals
and a few Chinese nationals help-
ing to train the freedom fighters
of Southern Africa in the use of
weapons, Africa gets from com-
munist countries for the libera-
tion struggle in Rhodesia and Nami-
bia. Apart from vague generali-
ties, and rumours based on the
jackets people wear, there is no
serious suggestion that these for-
ces are operating or stationed any-
where else in Africa.

It is, them, on the basis of Soviet
and Cuban forces in two African
countries that thers is a great furore
in the West about a so-called Soviet
penetration of Africa.  And those
forces are in those two countries at
the request of the legitimate and
recognized governments of the coun-
tries concerned, and for reasons
which cre well-known and com-
pletely understandable to all rea-
conable people. Yet Western coun-
tries are objecting, and are holding
meetings ostensibly about how to
defend the freedom of Africa against
what they call Soviet penetration.

Let me make it quite clear.
Tanzania does not want anyope
from outside to govern Africa. We
regret, even while we recoggise,
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the oceasional necessity for an
African government to ask for mili-
tary assistance from a non-African
country when it is faced with an
external threat 'to its national
integrity. We know that a res-
ponse to such a request by any
of the big powers is determined
by what that big power sees as its
own interests. Ve have been
forced to recognise that most of
the countries acknowledged as
world powers do not find it beneath
their dignity 2 oxacerbate exist-
ing and genuine African problems
and conflicts when they believe
they can benefit by doing so.

We in Tanzarnia  believe
that African ccuntries, se-
parately and through the

OAU, need to guard uagainst
such actions. But we need
to guard Africa against being
used by any other nation or
greup of nations. The danger
to Africa does not come just
from nations in the Eastern
bloc. The West still consi-
ders Africa to be within its
sphere of influence and acts
accordingly.  Current deve-
lopments show that the grea-
ter immediate danger to
Africa’s freedom comes
from nations in that Wes-
tern bloc.

It might be a good thing if the
OAU was sufficiently united to
establish an African High Com-
mand and a Pap-African Security
Force. If, having done so, the
OAU then decided to ask for ex-
terpal support for this force, no
one could legitimately object. But
the OAU has made no such deci-
sion. It is highly unlikely that the
OAU Meeting in Khartoum will
be able to agree unanimously on
the creation ofsuch a mlitary force,
or—if it did—that it would be able
to agree unanimously on which
countries to ask for support if
that was needed. Yet until Africa,
at the OAU has made such a deci-
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sion, there can be no Pan-African
Security Force which will uphold
the freedom of Africa. It is the
height of arrogante for anyone else
to talk of establishing a Pan-African
force to defend Africa. !t is quite
obvicus, moreover, that those who
have put forward this idea, and
those who seek to ipitiate such a
force, are not interested in the
freedom of Africa. They are
terested in the domination of
Africa.

It was frem Paris that this talk
of a Pan-African Security Force
has emanated. It is in Faris, and
later in Brussels that there is ta
be a meeting to discuss this and
related matters pertaining to the
“freedom’’ of Africa. The QAU
meets in Khartoum in July, but we
are told that African freedem and
its defence is being discussed in
Paris and Brussels in June.

in-

There is only one reason Wiy

the idea of Europe setting up,
or initiating a Pap-African Se-
curity Force—coes not Meet

amazement =and copsternation. It
is the continual assumption that
Africa, is, and must always remain,
part of the West European “sphere
of influence’”. This assumption is
hzrdly being questioned yet. Even
some African States take it for
granted. We all know the facts
of power in the world. But we
cannot all be expected to accept
without questicn this new insult
to Africa and to Africans. We
may be weak but we are humap,
we do know when we are being
deliberately provoked and insulted.

The french have ftrcops in
many countries of Africa. In
West Szhara, in Mauritania
and now also in Zaire, French
forces are engaged in combat
against Africans. France con-
tinues to occupy Mayotte. But
there are no meetings in
Washington, even in Moscow
to discuss the threat to Afri-
ca's freadom by the French

African Frontline Logic

penctration of Africa.
should there be.

even Africans, in
discusses the question.
reason is very simple. It is
the continued assumption
that it is matura! for French
troops or Belgian troops, or
British troops, to be in Africa,
but it is a threat for troops
from any non-member or the
Waesterp bloc to be in Africa,
A threat to whom? To Afri-
can freedom, or to the domi-
paticn of Aifriea by -
cclonial powers and their
altlies, cperated now through
more subtie means and with
the help of an African fifth
eolumn? The answers to those
questions are very obvious.
There have becn continued
incursions by South Africa
and Rhodesia into Angola,

Nor
But wnot
Africa

The

€=

Botswana, Zambia and Mo-
zambigue. The West has
not shown much congarn
about thess, ner have their
new found surrogates in
Africa.

When the USSR sent its troops
into  Czechoslovakia in 1968,
Tanzania was one of the many
countries which protested. Is it
expected that we should not pro-
test when Western powers send
their troops into an African coun-
try? These ‘‘rescue operations”’
almost always seem to result in
the death of a lot of innocent peo-
ple and the rescue of a govern-

ment. But that is apparently not
regarded in Europe as interfe-
rence in African affairs. Instead

the same country which initiated
the military expedition then calls
a meeting to discuss, they say,
the freedom of Africa. There should
be no mistakes.  Whatever the
official agenda: the Paris and Brus-
sels meetings are not discussing
the freedom of Africa.  They are
discussing the continued domination
of Africa, and the continued use of
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Africa by Western powers. They
_are intended to be, taken together,
a Second Berlin Conference.

The real agenda inside and
outside the formal sessions of these
meetings will be concerned with
two things® It will be concerned

with  nec-colonialism in  Africe
for economic purpose—the
real control of Africa and African
States. That will be led by the

French. It will be concerned also
with the use of African in the East-
West confiict. That will be led
by the Americans. These two
purposes will be coordinated so
that they are mutually supportive
and the appointment of the expac-
ted benefits and costs will be
worked out. It is at that point—
the division of the spoils—that dis-
putes are most likely to occur.

But the costs may also be higher
than the participants anticipated.
Tanzania is not the only nationalist
country in Afirca. There are natio-
nalists everywhere. Sooner or
later and for so long as necessary,
Africa will fight against neo-colo-
nialism as it has feught against colo-
nialism. And eventually it will
win, Western blec countries which
try to resist the struggle against
neo-colonialism as it has fought
against colonialism.  And even-
tually it will win. Western bloc
countries which try to resist the
struggle against neo-colonialism
need to recognise that it will not
only be African countries which
will suffer in the process.

Nor will the whole of Africa
acquiesce in being used in the East-
West confrontation. We are weak,
but our countries have before
‘now caused a great deal of em-
barrassment and some difficulty
for big powers. If the West wants
to prove, either to the Russians
or to their own people, that they
are not soft on communism they
should direct their attention to
where the Soviet tanks are, and
the Soviet front-line is.  They
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should not invest an excuse to '

bring the East-West conflict into
Africa. For if they succeed in doing
that Africa will suffer, and African
freedom will suffer, but it may
also turn out to be very expen-
sive for those who choese Africa
as another site for East-VWest cop-
frontation.

The African pecple have the
same desire as every other people
to be free and to use their own
benefit. They have the same deter-
mipation to work and to struggle
to that end. They know that o
one e€lse is interested i their
freedom. This talk i Europe about
a Pap-African Security
an insult to Africa apd a deroga-
tion of African freedom.

Forea s

It makes lictle difference if the
Furopean initiaters of this plan
find African to do their fighting
for them. There were Africans
who fought with the coloniz! in-
vaders; there were Africans who
assisted in the enslavement of
fellow Africans; and there are
Africans who fought against the
freedom movements. But we ask
those African government which
may have agreed to participate in
this plan to consider well before
they go further. We have the
OAU with all its faults and its
incapacities, it is the only Pan-
African Organisation which exists
and which is concerned with Afri-
can freedom. Do not let us split
it—apd Africa—between those
who are militant and allied with
the West and these who may in
consequence find themselves for-
ced to seek assistance from else-
where against African—assisted neo-
colonialism.

We do not deny the principle
that any African State has the
right to ask for assistance, either
military or economic, from the
country of its choice. On the con-
trary, we assert that right. Angola,
Ethiopia, Chad, Zaire, and all of
us, have that right. It is not for

the west to object when Angola
asks assistance from the USSR, It
is not for the East to object when
Djibouti ask for assistance from
France. And the requested coup-
try always has the right to decide
whether to give that assistance.

We do not deny either that all
African governments can be thres-
tened by a few malcontents, pessibly
financed by externzl elements, even
while they are fully supported by
the mass cf the people. In such
circumgtances a government is
surely justified in seeking assis-
tance to overceme a temporary
crisis, and the doner ccuntry should
net ba of neo-colonia-
lism fer responding. Other goy-
ernments in Africa have ipherited
situations aend need lenger term
support while they genuinely try
to bring peace to their pecple and
to develep their country ia the
intercsts of these-people.

. )
acciliged

But we must reject the principle
that external powers have the
right to maintain in power Afri-
can goverpments which are uni-
versally recognised to be corrupt,
or incompetent or a bunch of mur-
derers when their peoples try to
make a chapge. Africa cannot
have its present governments fro-
zen into position for all time by
neo-colonizlism, or because there
are cold war or ideological con-
fiicts between Big Powers. The
peoples of an individual African
couritry hzve as much right to
change their ccPupt government
in the last half of the twentieth
century, zs in the past, the British
French 2nd Russian people had
to overthrow their own rotten
regimes. The people of China
waged a long, historic, and exem-
plary struggle against the lackeys
and running degs of imperialism
in so-called Independent China.
Are Africzan Peoples to be denied
that same right?

Under which category any particu
lar African government crisis falls
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may be a matter of genuine differe-
ence of opinion. But when the same
government constantly needs to
make recourse to exterpal assistance
to maintain its control over the
country, most people would begin
to question whether it really has the
backing of its citizens. Those
foreign powers which are really
interested in the freedom of Africa,
and not in dominating it, will then
decide that the time has come to call
a halt. Anpd if they do not do so,
they must not be surprised if the
rest of Africa interprets their inter-
vention as ap expression of neo-
colonialist doemination and as being
intended to maintain their control
over that part of Africa.

Western Europe and the United
States of America are interested
in having continued access to the
minerals of Africa to sustain their
own economics. But that aseess isnot
ensured by corruption, or support
for corruption. It is endangered by
such support. That access is not
dependent either upon the ideology
espoused by particular African
governments. The present realities
of African politics and economics
force all African countries to sell
their minerals where they can get
the best prices for them, and where
they can get in exchange the goods
they themselves need. There s
much evidence of for both those
propositions.

The purpose of this statement is
to make it clear that we reject the
West European countries to domi-
nate Africa, just as much as we would
reject attempts by Eastern Bloc
countries to dominate Africa. In
particular, we want it to be clear
that Tanzania resents the arrogance
and the contempt of those who
purport to set up 2 Pan-African
Security Force. Either Africa will do
that for itself, or there will be no
pan-African Force defending the
freedom of Africa, only something
calling itself by some scuh name
whicit' is an instrument for rene-
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vfed foreign domination of this
continent.

Tanzania repudiates the claim that
African Freedom can be defended
by a2 Security Force orgapised or
initiated by European powers. We
shall regard such a force is an
instrument of peo-colonialism in
our coptinent.

The purpose of Africa’s independ-
ence struggle was the freedom of
Africa apnd of Africans. Our in-
dependence and governments must
not become the instruments through
which foreign domination as main-
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tained in 2 new form. Rather they
must be the instruments through
which the peoples of Africa develop
themselves and their countries, and
enlarge their freedom untill it means
a life of dignity for every individual.
We have a long way to go—all of
us, in every African nation. But
Tanzania will resist every attempt
to circumscribe our development
and to prevent it moving in that
direction. It will resist any attempt
to reassert and strengthen the
domination of Africa under cover
of a pretence to defend Africa.

ACID BOMB EXPLOSION—7

Chapter Seven
First

b_!_.larnes Goonewardane

School

Day In

THE STORY SO FAR

Deva, an England-returned artist, failed to get a reshonse froin the art- |
worid of Sri Lanka. He found iimself a job a5 en Art Muster in ¢ Maha
Vidyalaya in a remote area by the sea. The Princital, Piyaratne, is a figure
from the old world of S:i Lanka’s educational svstem, while Ariva, the manager
of the local resthouse with whom Deva has struck up a friendship, is sensitive
to the disturbing realities, even the underground trends, swelling up in the
country at this time. In a discussion, after Deva’s appointmcnt, Ariya reveals
that he was perturbed about many strange things that have hapbened in the
neighbourhood recently. Deva gives up his rooms in Colombo and azks his
brother, a highly successful money-spinning architect to look after his
collection of unsold sculptures. The brother, aghost at the thought that
Deva should waste his talents in a rural school, offers his money to enable
him to go hack to London to resume his career as a sculptor and regain his
formor pobularity, wealth and success. Deva refuses because he has no
Jesire to escape to 'ondon and what the world regarded as fame. Refore
leaving Colomko, finally for the village, Deva wanted to meet an old friend
who, though an imbortant burecucrat, was a kindly man. [n the government
office where the burcaucrat had worked he found @ strange new atmosphere .
where the newly elevated beon and a revolutionary sounding clerk told [im |
that his friend hod been thrown as a reactionary. With his ties witn the |
world he had known snapping, Devu turned to the village. Back in the villege,
Deva looks for a lodging as ke does not want to stay in the school hostel. He
cannot afford the resthouse. His friend Ariya, the resthouse keeber. found
him a room in the house of the village sul:postmaster whose wife was a 5. hool

niistress.

.When- Deva arrived on his first trees. The school compound had

day at school the sun was barely been turned into a playing field.
catching the tops of the coconut

The younger boys were yelling out



A Navel About 197

there trying to catch up on scme
fun. Deva turped in through the
gateway and went self-consciously
past them. The corridor, as he
entered it, was deserted. He went
on to the Principla’s office.  This
too was empty. He stood outside,
lit a cigar and waited. For nothing
better to do he watched a
group  of upper form students
gathered socme distance away, their
earnest rustic faces seeming to
contain some unexpressed apger
and resentment against some yet
unidentified object. Certainly, they
had no illusions about their future.
They were being turned out of the
schools like hastily prepared mash
to be sent to the poultry farms
round the country. Deva felt a
slight nervousness when their sullen
face were turned in his direction.
They were being brought into the
school with the promise of education,
development and a healthy under-
standing of their human needsand
functions and were then quickly
thrown out to fend for themselves
as best as they could—half baked,
underdone mash. They had npot-
been fooled—cne could see that in
the way they looked at you and
appraised you. They were the whirl-
wind being engineered on the basis
of a scheme they had hatched in
the secret hiding places.

He heard footsteps behind him at
the moment and turned round to
see the old man turning up for work
as if everything had collapsed round
him. *“Ah yes, come in,” he said
gloomily and Deva followed him in.
“Sit down'". = He himself wearily
flopped into his seat and passed his
hand over his head with a tired

‘ gesture. Afterwards he sat a
moment as if trying to gather his
thouhgts.

“Yes,we must get you started.
. | Fave the time table ready. | have
it somewhere here. Your appoint-
men3 by the way, has been approved.
So there is no problem there.”

He started to rummage among
the papers. Deva observed the
shadown under his eyes. The eyes
themselves were blood shot. He
had, either spent the night drinking
or in sleeplessness. Deva slowly
began to get the impression that
Piyaratne took his drinks heavily.
What was the truth about him?
Was it his work or his private life
that had driven him to drink? A
tippler for a Principal of aschool.
Piyaratne looked up and gazed at him
as if he were trying to concentrate
on something that was eluding him.

“l hope we are right about what
we are trying to do,” he said as
if it was this he had been trying to
get hin mind to think abtout. Scme-
times, we try to do things for people
who are not yet ready for it or not
been given the right opportunities.”

The old man was echoing .some-
thing that had occupied Deva’s mind
not five minutes bacl.

*Only time must show.”

He muttered the last in a numbl-
ing voice as if it wasn’t meant for
Deva’s cars—it was just an idea he
was trying out in his own mind,
a judgement he was passing on the
predicament he found himself in,
after twenty five years of teaching.

“Only time must show,” he said
again, his voice sound even fainter.

The bell rang and there was a rush
of feet as the students swarmed into
their classes. Piyaratne waited until
the noise had died. Deva continued
to be puzzled at the change that had
come over Piyaratne. He was no
longer the garrulous old man he had
met the first time. Not knowing
what had caused this change Deva
wondered if Piyaratne was not just
as effete, incompetent old fool who
had begun to find his task too big
for him.

The principal continued to listen.
The old man’s furtive manner began
to irritate Deva. His behaviour
was that of a cornered apimal,
driven into his hole and trying to

burrow into it. Deva wondered
what it was he had let himself into
by taking this job here. The eold
man’s confidence seemed to return
the next moment.

‘Well....|l hope your coming to
work with us here is going to
benefit us all. It is not possible
anymore to say what might happen
from day to day. | don’t know how
much you know of what has been
taking place around us here, | had
hoped when you arrived this morn-
ing that | could give you all the
help you needed. | had hoped to
guarantee you a peaceful environ-
ment in which to work. | am pot
trying to frighten you. | only want
to give as accurate a picture as
possitie so that bothyou and | would
disappointed.  You see, | have
been Principal of this school for
over fifteen years. | have seen it
go through various changes, various
phases of development.”

Piyaratne paused to clear his

threat.

“l have had very good staff,” he
continued, “‘well read men—not all
of them had degrees, but they
were well informed and enjoyed
teaching, imparting their knowledge
good men  who  cooperated
with me and together we inspired
confidence in the boys. This is ag
small school here, no facilities, no
opportunities for extra-mural acti-
vities, but we did things had debating
and drama societies, gave these
village boys an opportunity to go
beyound their text books. You'll
be surprised what you can do when
you get simple boys like those we
had here agd gave them an insight
into bigger things—a windew into
the bigger world. Despite the
handicaps we were faced with we
were able to bring out what there
was in the boys. Some of them
from here now hold high places in
the medical and legal professions.
This, you must admit is quise an
achivement for a small school™.
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Deva was struck by the change
that had come over the old man.
He was suddenly getting a glimpse
of apother facet of the man's charac-
ter, a facet one did not suspect as
being present. Looking at the
round potato shaped head, with its
baldisg top and flushed cheeks and
his furtive, frightencd manner,
Deva's thoughts went back to the
loolk of disappeintment he saw in
Ariya's face the first time he made
that adverse remark about Piya-
ratne. He had not known at the
time that there rap this deeper
current in the cld man’s veins.

Piyaratne had pauszd to see what
impression he had made on Deva.

“Of course, the goeed ones don't
stay. They go looking for better
jobs. One can’t blame them. lts
natural for the gocd ones to seek
iobs in the better scheols. The
trouble now is that most of the
teachers | get now are of such poor
quality. lts why | was happy to
bring you here. | had hoped to
inject some new blood into the
schosl, but | have fears now, fears
of a kind that | cannot at the moment
understand myself. | only know |
am unecasy.”’

The old man stopped here and
searched Deva's face. The earlier
tiredness had left his face. There
was for a moment as old intensity
iy it like in 2 piece of dying coal that
has been whipped into life by a
passing breeze, but it was gone the
next moment. The moment of
intensity had gone. The creases in
the face had returned. It had
sagged with a fresh dying. He
looked very old suddenly. It was
also suddenly as if he wished he
could go to sleep and mot awake
again.

“\Well, I've talked enough for
one morning,” he said, stirring
himself briefly.

“The less said the better these
days. All cne can do now is to
learn simply how to survive, and
yet...%try to salvage some little
thing of value.”
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*He rose and pushed his chair back.

“Il don't have to tell you your job.
If there is any talent here you'll
dig it out. | feel sure. It is just
some little thing we cap still do,
that and how to be honest with
ourselves. This is the most difficult
thing—that we don't cheat otrsalves.
This is not something we do for
this power group or that. It is
what each of us must do—look into
ourselves and see if there's still
something false lurking in the dark
places inside us. All this, no doubt,
is how yourself feel. | cannot
imagine that you will want to cheat
in any mattar. | know you will not
cheat and be false to something you
have updertaken—it all depends on
how you are trained and have dis-
ciplined yourself. It sometimes boils
down to something that has happe-
ned toyou in childhcod and you have
been sent into a tail-spin out of
which you cannot pull yourself—so
you learn how to rifle someone's
till or cook the figures in another’s
ledger—sorry about the way |
talk. This is all | do nowadays—talk,
do nothing but talk. |, sometimes,
find | cannot help myself when |
discover someone who | think can
understand that | am talking about

"

Deva didn't know whether to
sympathise with the old man or ask
vchat had happened to make him
talk as he did. The old man him-
self, the next moment tried to offer
an explanation and gave up.

“You must wonder what suddenly
brought all this on. | do not konw
whethar to begin at the beginning
or just give you a gist of it—my
problem is that | cannot make head
or tail of this myself. | feel we are
all trapped in something out of
which no one will come unscatched.
| have tried to blind myself to things
happening right here, under my
nose, for fear of things that are
going to happen’’. He sighed and
then paused. ‘“Its a madpess....
there’s madness here too....but
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its my problem—I cant’ get anoyne
else into it. | must deal with it
myself....but how does one deal
with a madness?”

The old man stretched out a
hand to Deva who tcok it. Then
he stood a moment just looking at
Deva. “This is not how | should
be talking to you on your first day
...... but don't mind me......l
am just an old man.”

Deva was more moved by what
he had been told than his face
registered, but he was too new to
make sense out of all this, but he
needad somewhere to sit a moment
and sort out his impressions. He
headed for the teachers' room. He
could be alone here to think things
out. He sat there and tried to
calm his mind. He tried to distract
himself. He began by examining
the room, its walls and scanty furni-
ture. Most of the space was taken
by four lounge chairs placed close
together. It was a tight little place.
He breathed slowly, up and down,
trying to calm himself—no good
trying to work oneself up thinking
it was a dump he had landed himself
in. One lies in the bed one makes
for oneself. That’s all there is
to it.

He picked up a couple of magazines
from the table and glanced through
them. Pages had been torn free
and were lying loosely within the
covers. Not much reading fare for
teachers, he thought—trade bulletins
from a couple of East-European
countries—socialist couptries—with
their dry recounting of official
statistics and supported by photo-
graphs of machines and factories.
He tossed them back on the table.
He yawned. He hadn’t a class until
eleven—the first in his new job. He
tried to reconcile himself to a long,
exhausting wait. Adjusting himself
to long waits in between classes
would be one of his tasks. He could
meditate. He could read or swap
yarns with a fellow teacher.

20
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Almost as if he had the power to
summon a genii the doorway was
darkened. Deva looked to see a
big boned, gangling man of about
thirty five standing in the doorway
and staring down at him. It was
a long, brooding stare. |t was as if
some private and secret place he
had reserved for himself had beep
invaded. He stepped in and settled
in one of the chzirs. He seemed
suddenly tofill the room. It sudden-
ly semed to become crowded.
There was however, nothing to
distinguish him from any other
school teacher he might have ex-
pected to meet ip this scheol. There
vas only this feeling that he brought
with him a sense of crowdedness.
The new arrival spent several
moments scrutinising Deva with
side-long glances. He then brought
cut an exercise bcok frem a pile of
books. He opened this, turned
over several pages, all filled with an
untidy scrawl. He turned to a page
only half filled. He read this and
then started to write.

Deva began to fecl strange chemicaI
reactions take place within him.
He felt uneasy. What impressed
him was his colleague’s face, its
aggressive jaw. His body was bony.
He had a pair of long hands and feet.
This, together, with the angular
body helped to convey the impression
of a2 man who would have been big
if his body had been properly filled
cut. He was a nervous man who
could give way to fits of anger and
violence.

He sat there writing for several
minutes 2nd then read what he had
written. He put this away and
ricked up a slim booklet, the cover
of which had a liberal splash of red
that faded off into crimson. The
man moved in hisseat and accident-
ally revealed the title. ltwas a
booklet Deva had heard about in
Colombo. It had subsequently ap-
peared in several other places a:nd
had all been taken in an island wide
raid conducted, one day, by the
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police in an attempt to stamp out
various mushroem centres of sadipi-
ous literature.

Deva was jerked out of his indi-
fference. His neighbour had suddenly
acquired a character apd image
contrary to that which was first
formed in his mind. The bociklet
itself was unimportant as a political
werk. It did jot enunciate any
important theoretical position. It
was a simple but rather detailed
account of how to start an upder-
ground movement, fight a guerilla
war. Deva remembered the excite-
ment the booklet had caused in the
official werld not many months back,
The talk in Colombo at the time was
that the booklet had had its origin
in some foreign country and had
been smuggled into the island along
with other left wing literature.

After a time the man seemed to
become conscious of Deva’s interest
in the booklet. Suddenly, then,
he snapped it shut and dumped it
with the rest of the bocks and
turned to Deva.

“You have come to work here—a

teacher?” he said.
“Yes, that’s right. [I've come to
teach art.”

“To teach art”, he said smiling.
He then suddenly stretched the
legs out and pulling his feet out of
his sandals he put them on the tep
of the sandals. This was a gesture
that Deva came later to identify
with his colleagues.

“Art"”, he repeated chuckling and
turning to stare at Deva.

“Why 1" said Deva, “is it funny

“lts a waste of time. What use
is art to these boys?! Youpg men
have no jobs in this country—what
can they do with art ? They must be
taught something that will help to
get them jobs. What they are
doing in these schools is all a big
joke.”

Deva was totally unprepared for
the turn the conversation took,
which started off straight away as

an attack. When a conversation
began on a note of this nature what
Could one say?! His colleague,
however, continued: “There are
still a lot of colonial stooges runnirg
these schools. They dop't teach
thesz students the right things—
about how the imperialists destroycd
the language and culture of this
country. The boys are kept dark
about these thipgs and are made
pawns in the imperialist’s game. ... "

“But you said something about

“Yes, that's right. Socialism is
what we need in this country,
When you get rid of the imperia-
lists and their capitalist stooges and
bring in socialitm the jobs will
come.”

“i am a bit ignorant about thecs
things. ...l mean about imperialisis
and capitalists’,

“Yes, that's the trouble with ycu
people”.

“l mean how will ail this create
jobs'" 2

His angular colleague was suddenly
staring at Deva as if he were getting
annoyed.

“lobs !"" he sa2id, “‘jobs will come.
You people want everything ex-
plained—made simple.” He sudden-
ly started to fumble with his books—

arranged apnd rezrranged them
irritably. “What's wrong with
teaching these boys agriculture

—we are an agricultural country
—teach them what is useful—
all this big time stuif—good feor the
rich couptries. lts part of the
imperialist plot to keep up tied
down—tied to their industries. We
got to change all this.”

Deva suddenly felt he was drifting
away. He had lost coptact with
his colleagues and his argumert.
Perhaps there were sense in what
the other one was saying, but he
had lost contact with it. It had
ceased to make sense to him. He
was really, perhaps, on the other
side of the fence—a mapn whd had
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no contact with current trends—a
cultural alien, whatever that meant.
Evaeryone was labelled, and what
was his—cultural alien, imperialist
stooge, expatriate—the more a man’s
hates become crystallised and the
more copfused one became as a
result the more other people seem
to fall into categories and classi-
fications. Natiopalism bred a whole
lot of vermin. What really was the
truth about himself, though Deva—
what was it that drove him to sculpt
in a foreign land, become an ex-
patriate—heaven knew how much he
loved this country he had returned
to and how much be cared for the
things the ordinary folk did, for the
songs they sang. How often, as he
sat in his London digs had his mind
gone to those days as a boy when
he used to sit awake in the night
and listen to the carters sing their
melancholy sopngs as their carts
went rumbling along the remote
roadways, and back to the times
when he listened to the farmer drag
out his high-pitched song keeping
the wild boar at bay as he kept vigil
over his crop. He had no need to
go arguing about how deep his
love went for the things that this
man and the others like him would
never know, not having the sensi-
tivity or the capacity to love or
understand those things anymore.
Who was this man, with his foreign

" bred ideologies and his hates and

his violence to talk to him cf cultural
alienation.

“You have still not told me how
these things you hope to do will
create the jobs that these boys,
when out of school are going to
need I’ said Deva, clinging to his
idea like a cat would a dead rat.
He had begun to enjoy doing this
now.

“Jobs!"" replied his companion,
turning to Deva with a violence that
shook his chair. ‘““You cannot find
jobs while the imperialist stooges
continue to control things. The few
jobse that there are being handed
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out to their friends and relations.
‘All this has to be changed first.
Don’t worry, you'll soon see it
happening. There is still too much
colonialism clinging to the life here.
We must make a clean sweep of all
this. Not before then can anything
be done. Don’t worry—you'll see
things happening...."

He gathered his books together
and suddenly turning to Deva asked.

“What's your name ?"

“Deya !"

“Deva what "

“Deva Sumanadasa.”

“All right, we'll meet again Mr.
Sumanadasa and talk about these
things.”

“Yes, we must talk about these
things again."”

NEXT WEEK
UDA KANDEY BAAS
(Copyright Reserved)
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CARAVAN FAMILY—i6

In Delft—Horse Plains

by Inna Trimmer

At four o'clock they were off
again taking the road due south to
tha Horse Plaiys. On 2ll sides could
be szen the ramshackle stone walls
which the Maniyagar spoke of, lcose
stoenes placd one on top of the other.

They came to avast tireless plain
that spread from the centre of the
island to the sea,

“Is this the famous Horse Plains™?
asked mummie.

“Yes thh whole of the southern
part of Delft belongs to the horses,
It’s about 3 or 4 miles wide by 2
miles or more, long"".

The westering sun beat firecely
down and even the little wind that
came from the sea barely tempered

Caravan Family

the heat. However, they all dis-
mounted and stood by an ancient
stone wall that demarcated the
horse territory from the rest of the
land. Straining their eyes they
gazed into the dept hsof this
infinitely arid, desolate country.

“Daddy, where are the horses?"
asked Ranpjit, his face puckered
with disappointment.

“What a God-forsaken spot',
caried Mummie. ‘“‘Not a tree apnd
only an apolegy for grass. What can
those poor creatures live on !"

“If there are any”, said Daddy.
“Pass my binoculars. Ah! | cap
see ope. MNo, there are two under
the distant palmyrah.”

“Please dop’t go away Daddy”,
pleaded Nila.  “Perhaps they'll
come closer if we wait."

As if in answer to her prayer four
horses cams galloping up, inguisitive-
ly or perhaps in search of food.

“Oh the poor darlings!" whis-
pered Varupi. “Don't talk loud or
they'll run away. How thin they
are!”

“And mangy'’, added Mummie.
“They are all bones! Haven't we
anything we can throw to them ?
See their poor tummies bulging with
ricketts'

“No wonder! They are ill—
nourished with enly that niserable
dried up grass to live on".

“But anyway they are still graceful
and beautiful, aren't they 2" asked
Varuni.

“The horses, no sooner they
approached the little group by the
wall wheeled round and in sudden
far galloped back into the distance
and shelter of their plain.

They rumbled on westward
through deserted, flat country, the
sea on their left, the sky abaze with
the glory of the setting sun.

They were alone in on elemental
world.
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Georga Marzipan

- Suddenly from behind came life
and movement—catamarans, about
fifty of them, their deep red sails
redder for the glowing sunlight, like
a flight of giant butterflies winging
out into the dying sun.

“Red sails in the sunset”, sang
Mummie.

The road wound on, following the
coast line, northwards. In the
gathering darkness the white road
and the white hills alore stood out
clear cut distinct in the flat descla-
tion of sea and plain.

*Where are we!** asked Mummie.

“The
Delft'’.

“But the sea, Richard ? Is this the
Indian Ocean 7"

“Well to be exact it's Palk Strait'".

“Between India and Ceylon Pat

oes 11

“Do let’s get off here. | want to
sit by Palk Strait. Unfortunately
it’s too late to paddle.”

North-western coast of

Again they dismounted. Mummie
led the way over the rough tussocky
spiney grass and sat down close to
the edge of the narrow beach.

“Ugh ! This place is eerie ! Listen
to> these seagulls mewing! There
they are, swooping down to the
water. Fish must be abundant here.
| can’'t remember having seen sea-
gulls zlopg the southern coast
except in two and threes. How
lonely it is! Not a soul in sight,
just ourselves only in this waste
of land, and sea, and sky"’.

Suddenly from nowhere, as it
were, three figures appeared, two
men and a woman. Passing not far
from them they hurried down to
the sea. One man carried a hand
net, and the other two what seemed
to be small ekel brooms. Obyious
of the little group seated by the
shore they walked into the water
waist deep.

“What ara they up to, Richard?”

Even as she spoke the man threw
the net with a quick twist of his
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wrist the other two who had gone
deeper in on either side began td
thrash the water violently with
their brooms. They kept on beating
steadily, whipping with their brooms
as hard as they could.

“Look !”  whispered mummic.
They are churping up the water,
those two with the brooms. What
can they possible catch in that
commotion apnd tumult !"

But the man with the pet gave
the answer to her scepticism. A
few minutes later he walked ashore
and emptied some fish out of the
net, then returpned again where the
three of them carried out the same
process.

“My goodness !’ gasped mummie.
They actually caught some fish.
Strangest way of fishing | ever saw !"

They left the three fishers and
turned homewards but Mummie
was still pot satisfied.

“I want to sit on the jetty for a
while. It’s tco early for dinner, and
the moon is due to rise soon. We'll
sit down and wait fer it. May we
Richard ?"

“Why, of course”.

No soonar had they sat at the
further end of the jetty, swinging
their legs over the water, the moon
appeared, a shining rim on the
horizon.

The dhoneys and boats rocked
gently at anchor with a steady cycle
of sound, creaking in the incoming
tides, their masts gaunt in the half-
light.

“A scene of ineffable peace”,
said mummie softly.
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FOLK TALES OF
THE PUBLIC SERVICE—I

-

Introducing George

by Glucorasa

I 'had just walked into my room—
my office room. You see, | am
blessed with the services of ap
Assistant, a donkey who was not
wanted elsewhere. He was already
a vegetable by the time he made his
entry into my arms. The authori-
ties thought perhaps that this chap
will do less harm to the public
service, and to the public, by being
with me. Ip a governpment office,
you get all sorts of chaps with
designations that would stun the
uninitiated. My misfortune is that
one morning with my Assistant
would ordinarily require ene week
to bring down my blood pressure.
Today was a particularly excruciating
day with this fellow. | was sorely
in need of rest.

| watched the cleck the whole
morping. It seemed to me that
time stoocd still. The hands moved
very slowly indeed. Fortunately it
struck 12—! thapnked the merciful
Lord for this benign kindness. |
could now get lost and my staff
would tell whoever called me that
the boss had gone for lunch. Lunch
hour in any government office
generally begins around this time
and gose on till even as late as 2.30
pm when it is almost tea time,
indicating another break away from
work.

| rang the bell and my faithful
old friend and cook walked in with
a broad grin and my plate of rice.
He always held the plate of rice with
the tenderpess he would bestow
on his firstborn. What is in that
palte is a different kettle of fish—
not the expensive variety of the fish
of Festus, as the Tribune would call
the fish laddled out at the Corpora-
tion outlets. The fish my manp
manages to serve reminds me of the
Beira. @
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With considerable difficulty | ate
my lunch. This ritual over, | retired
to a passage safely secluded {rem
prying eycs, ‘or the rest | had earned
that morning. Comfortably szated,
| closed my eyes. | can sleep amy-
time, anywhere, When | got back
to my desk, it was tea time. You,
see, in most goverpment offices,
one can sleep, get lost or even play
a game cf carrem and no one viill
be any the wiser—provided ofcourse
your colleagues do not rat on you.
That way, my Assistant was a
paragon- rest of the stafi
were equally deveted tome with a
devotion an Alsatian would give his
master. Op that count, | was safe.
Else chaps like me who sleep or get
lost would be facipg Commissions
of lnquiry.

The

This day, when ! got batk to my

desk, my hands went automatically |

towards niy pipe—a habit cultivated
over the ?LHF:&-—-E;",d the Gald Block
a kind friend had given me. It has
a lovely aroma. Those who may
suspect | am a smuggler should
Iknow that Gold Elecl is a brand of
pipe tobacco. As | {it my pipey in
walked George Marzipan. Marzipas
is not the name those who fathered
him had given. lt wzs copferrec
upon him by ma. | hed loved
Marzizens to delight my palate and
since George delighted be copsider-
ably 1 thought | would call him
Marzipay. George Vas thrilled with
this nzame. In fact he is now better
tnown 2s Marzipan. |em told that
even his parents call him Marzipan.

“How are you George. And
what brings you at this time. Sure
you know | got my tea at this hour—
don't you !

wyesSir. | love the fea you serve.
What | get at the roadside boutique
is probably made from water from
the nearby capal. | was hospitalised
for one week after just one encoun-
ter with that brew”

“And how did you fare in the
hospital”
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“At least they say, that tea |is
made upder aseptic conditions. If
| did get worse, they would never
have permitted me to die”

‘But surely George they gain
nothing by keeping you zlive. Well—
Jet's get back to the purpose of your
most welceme visit, Haye your
tea and here's a Black & VWhite for
you—it's a brend impor ed frem
Pakistan.” | held out my lighter,
but Marzipan drew back 2s if he
had seen 2 ghost. “No Sir, | want
to have this after dinpner. Today
is pay day and | will get home tight.
My wife knows this and she will have
an excellent dinner for me—and
Black & White will be fine after it

Marzipan finished his tea and it
the other cigareite | offered. “I
came to speak to you about a Seminar
| wish to orgamise. | need your
advice and help. Above 2ll your
active involvement”

“WWe will see about the involve-
ment later, but why on earth a
Seminar, my dear fellow—and on
what™ | asked Marzipan.

“Yeu sea, Sir, our membership is
open to males and females. So |
thought a Seminar of Family Planning
would not be a bad idea. And
moreover our professicn is multi-
discipli.\-_a\'y.' '

“| ook Marzipan—it is pot multi-
dimensicpal | hepe!”

“No Sir, cur primary interests are
ot on vital statistics” said Marzipan
with 2 mischievious smil=.

“OK—go ahead, and where do |
comz in?

“Ala will not trouble you miuch.
[t will be only a one day Seniipar.
VWe want to invite the Minister
to inavgurate the Semipar.”

“Why not make it 2 or 3 days and
invite two other Ministers, Marzipan,
You can then have yourself photo-
graphed with each of them. | am
certain that will impress your wife
who will give you better dinners
with each additional photograph.”

George Marzipan

“The problem is to find an organi-
sation to sponsor this Seminar. If it
is sponsored, all expenses Will be
met—| am even told that they pay
you for attending the Semipar—our
employing institutions will pay us
our subsistence,travelling and what
not. We will take all this, see
Colombo, do cur shopping in the
World Market, take a ride in the
baby train in Vihara Maha Devi
Park, get pickpecketed in the CTB
bus 2nd get back home'’

| thought to mysalf what a brilliant
chap Marzipan was. He had seen
through the sham. | was silent, con-
termplating what a national lose it
was that this man’s talents were be-
ing frittered away in an occupation
that could yery weil have been perfor
mad even by my Assistant with equal
acceptance, if not with elan. George
was the Secrctary of the Union. He
had a perpetual toothpaste smile
decorating his pale face. Without
it, he would have the look of a
corpse—a living corpse one finds in
many government institutions, in-
cludiag hospitals, | had been told
by scme of the membership that he
had been elected to this pest, in
order to save him from dismissal—
for he did no work. You see offica
bearers in Trade Unions are powerful
peopla--Heads of Departmeants trem-
ble before them. But Marzipan
was cast in a different mould, a
very delightful fellow who only
wants to be liked by all about the
Town—invariably he is followed by
6-8 members who paid for his tea
and cigarettes.

*Sir—you have not adyised about
my Mission.”

“w\What? You are going to be Head
of a Mission? To which country
are you being accredited Marzipan?
The Central African Federation or
to the Court of the Queen of Tonga?
Look, my dear fellow, accept this—
it is a national duty. Go wherever
you are sent” | said.
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G‘eorge Marziban

George had got up from his chair.
| feared he was about to collapse.
I moved over and held him to preyent
him from falling.

“You are joking Sir. My mission
today was about thz Semipar and
you are trying to send me out of
this blessed Isle where 0 one has
to work even during the 187 working
days of the 365 days of the year.
I do not work even during those 187
days. lam looking after the interests
of my boys and girls in the Union.
| want to give them more holidays.”

“That’s your business, but what
do you want me to do at this
Seminar?

“Be the Moderator—that’s all.
And of course you will grace the
occasion.”’

“Look Marzipan, | have nothing
with which to grace the occasion.
You at least possess the distinction
of siring 8 children.”

“You have everything....”

“Yes Marzipan, | know that and
am fully copscious of it. But | am
sure there are many who are cut
out to grace occasion such as the
one you propose’

“But surely you have participated
in Seminars’’ countered George.

“Yes in fact | have. | derived
immense satisfaction. Four days
away from work. Free lunch, free
tea and best of all | was able to sleep
right through every session in air-
conditioned comfort. Fortunately
my neighbour was an understanding
sort of chap, who undertook to
wake me at the correct times. It
was run by a well funded Association
that has much monpey to spend. |
advise you to get hold of one of
these organisations—there are many
around here who would be happy
to help, and if you can arrange for a
Minister or two to come round for
a few minutes they will go flat out

)
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o run the Seminar for you, Marziparj.
Your smile, your fine presence apd
yellr... ... " 1 could not proceed

further. “You are embarassing me
Sines

L1

What nonsense. | mean every

word | said. You are the Geperal
Secretary, are you not 2"

“No—I am the Hony. Secy.”

“Now Marzipan, don’t talk in
riddles. My IQ is not so high.
What the devil does Hony. Secy.
mean anyway ?

“Hornorary Secretary. | am got
paid for all the work | do for the
Unien”'.

“l see—but Government pays
your salary each month—am | right”
George was a trifle embarassed,
but | did not intend it.

It was getting late. My Karyalaya
Karya Sahayaka seemed restless.
He had to run for the CTB bus that
never comes. Incidentally KKS
means an office aide, in the celonial
days they were called Peons, a
designation which was humiliating
and it’s use offensive.

| stood up. Marzipan understood
what it meant. | assured Marzipan
when he mapaged to get the Seminar
under way, | would be around to
lend a hapnd, at least during the
lunch and tea breaks and when |
wapnted to be away from my Assistant.
We both walked down. In the
garden the catchers were there
waiting to take Marzipan for another
round of tea and cigarettes.

“Good luck George—come again."
end went my way.

| turned back to see Marzipan.
He truly reminded me of the Pied
Piper of Hamelin of whom | had read
when | was quite young. George
was bound to see me again. He
sees me regularly.

BOOK REVIEW

Experiences Of An Asian
Ophthalmic Surgeon

—an hulchiegrashy —

by Dr. Arumugam Viswalingam,
OBE.

A few years back | was 2t the
counter of a prestigious departmep-
tal store waiting for the prescription
| had handed in to be aispensed.
it did pot seem to be a particularly
busy aay for | found quite anumber—
all of them pharmacists | imagined—
idling behind the coupter. This
is normal practice in a government
hospital—but that is beside the
point.

As if from nowhere a geptlemep,
very nattily dressed in jodhpurs
walked ip to the same counter. He
asked for something, whizh he was
told wasnotavailable. Put he would
not move—he called the head of
that department and had a word
with him. Within minutes the
medicine was produced apd the
gentleman walked away as briskly
as he had come in.

“Do you know him, the map at
the coupter asked me”. Yes, It
was Dr. Viswalingam. His name
had become a household word in
the field of ophthalmology withip
years of his s=tting up his surgesry
in Colombo, after his return from
Malaya. |had read about him in the
newspapers and it was therefore a
matter of much delight to me to
read what the doctor had to say
about his owp career.

It was Anton Chekovy who wrote
“Medicine is my leagl spouse and
literature is my mistress. When |
get tired of opne | go to sleep with
the other”. Dr. Viswalingam’s
dedication to the cause of medicipne
and in particular to his aversion to
it's practice as a means to amass
wealth is discernible whén he
declined the |00 acres of land to
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become a planter. Dr. Viswalingam
writes “....if | became a planter |
should cease to be a doctor, since
my interest in my profession v.ould
be diverted to apnother channel.”

Dr. Viswalingam’s decision to
write the autobiography certainly
does not indicate his inclination to
desert his legal spouse—medicine
for literature. His interest in medi-
cine remains undimipished as will
be obvious from the curriculum
vitae given at page 84 of the book.
It would have beepn a calamity if it
were so. On the other hand tha
younger members of this noble
profession should be grateful to
Dr. Viswalingam for having taken
time to put dowp for posterity the
difficulties that could frustrate men
with less determination—the jealou-
sies, the race prejudices and other
pin pricks. Nothing could keep
him down. He reached the top
of the profession.

Of particular interest was Dr.
Viswalir.gam’s comments at page I8
on the need for ‘Coordinztion of
Medical and Health Services' because
of it's relevance to Sri Lapnka. He
had realised the need for this co-
ordination 2s far back as 1520 in the
Federated Malay States, Malaysia,
as it was then called. Let us listen
to the doctor “This was the objective
| had in mind when | pleaded for
coordination under one authority.
The head of the medical service in
the country should have a sanitary
authority, to advise on, and initiate,
measures for preventive work.”

Everyone knows that prevention
is better thap cure. Nope has
disputed this apothegm. Let us
see how Sri Lanka's medical seryices
are organised. The emphasis is
clearly on the curative apd not on
the preventive. The figures | have
been able to ascertain (subject to
correction ofcourse) is as follows :

1977—Total expenditure Rs. 405
million.  Patient care (hospital
services) 71%. Public Health (com-
munigy health services) 2i%.

Administration 8%
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» 1976—Total expenditure Rs. 373
million. Patient care (hospital
services) 70%, Public Health (com-
munity health services) 22%,
Administration 8%
If the adminstration decides to up
it’s expenditure on the community
health services, known as Public
Health Service in our country to
most of us, the expenditure incurred
on the maintepance of hospital
services would considerably be
reduced, the health of the entire
country enhanced and the conges-
tion in hospitals eased. What is
more, the patient care services will
not need the massive physical
infrastructure needed for the hospital
services. There is no doubt more
money in curative medicine!

Who for instance would believe
that “assembling farm hands and
directing them to their respective
jobs for the day, such as irrigation
and preparation of sites for planting”’
would hayve helped a surgeon in his
early life. But this is precisely what
the doctor says “This knowledge
gathered in early life would appear
to have implanted an innate ay titude,
which later in my professional life
helped me in fashioning, shaping
and preparing sites for grafting, as
it were, in the practice of surgery,
in which | was engaged throughout
my career....”

The section on “‘An ideal town for
flies'”” is of contemporary interest,
at least to those who live in housing
complexes. It seems worthwile
quoting him “The collection and
disposal of town refuse in Kuala
Kangsar was very unsatisfactory.
These were erected at convenient
spots one or two dumps for each
street or for each section of the
town. These were enclosures about
4 ft. by 3ft. by 3ft. with brick walls,
cement floors and open tops. They
were built at ground level, and there
was no cemented area round about
in which the overflow migit fall
when the capacity of the dumps was
taxed”. These are the type of
structures we find within the City

Dr. Viswalingam

limits. It is understood that these
were copstructed some years back,
NOT by the present City Council
administration, against competent
advice. It might be worthwhile to
look into this problems, becausa
it is very real.

In his retirement, | wonder if Dr.
Viswalipgam would not like to
spearhead 2 movye to sponsor insti-
tutions such as St. Christopher’s
Hospice in London. The terminally
ill who put up with unrelenting pain
because of the absence of the legal
right to demapnd withdrawal of
life-support treatment would be
greatful for such ap institution.
George Will describes the Hospice
in London as a ‘‘therapeutic com-
munity within the communizy, help-
ing the dying to live until they die
and helping the familes to live on”
| have personzlly witnessed the
pain and anguish of a terminally ill
cancer patient who would much
rather have preferred the “with-
drawal of life-support treatment”
than go through what she did.
Cancer is stated to be the consequ-
ence of aberrant cellular mutatiop.
Medical science has yet to find a
cure, except surgical intervention
at a very early stage : this too does
not carry ap assurance of 1009
success. | was deeply emotionally
upset when ! read that “all but
about twenty of more than 600
persons who died (at St. Christo-
pher’s; there in 1977 died of cancer"
The mean length of stay at Hospice is
twelve days. Is there nothing that
can be dope for our terminally ill
paticnte in this country when “con-
cern for the patient should become
concern for a dignified death, for
palllative care for symptoms and
needs’.

Printed in Surrey by Dimbley
Printers opn excellent paper, it is
not price marked. | assume there-
fore that it is not available for sale.
It is certzinly a book our young
medicoes should read. The address
given in the book is 26,Ward Place,
Colombo, D. D.
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Black American

BOOK REVIEW

Black Man In U.S.

We are almost half way through
the Decade for Action to combat
Racism and Racial Discrimipation
launched by the UN Genperal Assem-
bly in 1972. As we take stock of our
performance todate in combating
racial discriminations we are pre-
sented with a tale of a woe in the
form of The Black American. It
tells the story of racial diserimaintion
shown to 28 million Negroes, I!
million Chicanos, 2 million Puerto
Ricans, 2 million Americans of Asian
origin and finally one million Red
Indians. They are all full-fledged
citizens of United States and in fact
more than three-fourths of the
Black Americans are mulattos apd
need not be described as Negroes
at all. Reading the contents of this
book one is perplexed as to how
the US can go about sermonising
the world on human rights, advise
Pretoria against apartheid and Salis-
bury on majority rule. It also
unmark the secret behind the
support given by the United States
to certain reactionary regimes. The
fact that Andrew A. Young occupies
a prestigious position in Carters
administration, nor the success of
Alex Haley or the economic pros-
perity of nearly six percent or so of
the Blacks in no way affect the
“conditions of the Blacks, who as
before, are herded in ghettos,
crushed by the iron heels of social
and economic discrimination.”

The book is written in the form
of notes and divided into parts
with suitable sub-titles. This could
be further reduced into two main
sections. The first section deals
maily with the *“Hot Years' of
agitations and struggle beginning
with the Supreme Court decision
of 1954 on segregation Tn schools and
ends up with the enactment of Civil
Rights Act of 1964, during Johnson’s
administration. The second section
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describes the attempts made by the
“White establishment’’ to negati;;.ate
and nullify all the concessions ex-
torted during the “Hot years'’,

In 1954, the Supreme Court of
US ruled that the segregation
in schools was contrary to the
constitution. This sparked off a
series of protests against segregation
by the Blacks and reprisals of the
whites against de-segregation. In cer-
tain instances state governors were
the first to defy the rullng and the
Presidential authority had to be
brought in to compel them to give
effect to the Supreme Court ruling.
Ruling was a serious blow to the
white racists, while the liberal
minded Americans and Blacks con-
sidered it to be a legal platform from
which they could direct, organise
and intensify their attack of the
whole system of racial oppression.

In this section pp [I-19 is valuable
as a chropicle. It also describes
the way in which the “White

citizens”’ councils sabotaged the lows
governing civil rights while the
Ku-Klux-Klan organised violent
attacks on Black civil rights activists.
In the city of Birmingham (Alabama)
in six years, the whites blew up the
houses of Negro activists eighteen
times, that the city came to be
described as Bombigham. “Inspite
of the provocation and terror on
the part of white racists organisa-
tions and local authorities this
struggle was waged (by the blacks)
with peaceful and non-violent means.
Martin Luthur King claimed that
tactics of non-violence paralysed
the fanatic segregationists physically.
The tactics of non-violence such as
“sit-ins”” in cafes, “‘swim-ins’’ in
parks and theatres, “‘read-ins” in
libraries and reading rooms ‘“lay-
downs’’ in roads obstructing traffic,
boycot of business premises and
“freedom-raids’’ bear some striking
similarities adopted closer home
and owes their ipspiration to
Mahatma Gandhi. Mounting pres-
sure from Blacks and the necessity

to pose as champion of human rights

“and freedom compelled the adminis-

tration of Kennedy and later Johnsosn
to enact the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(pp- 39-31). The second section
is more important. Here, the author
with facts and figures attempts to
show the type of equality and justice
meted to blacks and coloureds.
In the field of education the blacks
and coloureds still remain segregated
from the whites (p. 4€) and some of
the southern states have not todate
amended their laws permiting inter-
racial marriages (semblance of
apartheid p. 142). In matters of
registration of votes for elections,
the state and local election laws
differ from the Presidential election
laws. Blacks and Coloureds are
permitted to participate in Presi-
dential elections but not in certain
state and local government elections.

As a proof of the economic dis-
parity he points out that in the last
I5 years the incomes of Black
families have been on the average
twice as low as these of the white
families. In 1960 they compared to
55 per cent of the income of the
white families in 1962 to 57 per cent,
970 to 6l percent in 1972 to 55
percent and in 1974 to 58 per cent
{p. 58).

These and other reasons there-
fore perforce compelled the Negroes
and other coloureds to continue
their struggle. The least of the
book is part vii pp 49-74 which
actually consumes one third of the
book. This section is entitled “They
want to deprive our leaders” gives
a graphic description of the way in
which Pentagon and FBl, and more
particularly that evil genius behind
the FBl for aelong time, Edward
Hoover dealt with the civil rights
leaders who are mostly advocates
of non-viclence. !f one were to
believe all what the author says
regarding the performance of FBI
it will throw CIA into shade en its
foreign ventures. Edward Hoover
got all the civil rights leaders eithe?
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liquidated for all times or put them
béhind the bars through Sham and
Vengence trials. Martin Luther
King himslef feil victim to a FBI
plot. Though the author concen-
trates more on the Negroes he has
not complately neglectad the other
minorities, especially the American
Indians who wera the original in-
habitants. Any one who is in touch
with the eseqts will find that the
authors contentions have besn cer-
robarated by other sourcss. Recent
happenings in the states, subsequent
to the publication of the book,
shows that American W hite are
bent upon annuling el the 371
treaties which they signed with
various Ipdian tribes and assimilate
then.. In fact the Inter-state Con-
gress for Equal Rights have recom-
mended such a step, and mambers
of the Houss, lohn Cunnipgham and
Lloyd Meads are keepn that all
traaties should be amended as the
Indiaps have gone too far in an
attempt to assert their self-identity.
And the izdians are today on the
march to Washington to express
their protests.

Though writtzn by a doctor of
medicine who disowns any claim
that his work is scholarly, yet the
book will proyve valuable to 2nyone
who is interested in the subject.
Author has brought enough material
to bear testimony to his copciusions,
only object being that he does not
mention them. If he has given 2
bibliography of the books he con-
sulted it would have helped the
students who are interested in the
subject very much.

-
K. Avumainzyagam.
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"$RI LANKA CHRONICLE

June 30 — July 3

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi;  SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DW—Dawasa.

FRIDAY, MUNE 30: The first
tvwo agreements for the establish-
ment of maior industrial projects
in the Greater Colombo Fconomic
Commission’s 5C0 acre inyestment
promotion zone at Katunayake
were signed yesterday in Colo-
mbo; the two piojects worth 38
million rupees are among 25 that
have alread; been approved by the
GCEC; contracts fer the remaning
23 projects which will generate
14000 jsbs by the end of the year
will be signed within the coming
weele. Indian Foreign Minister
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee who
was due in Colombo yesterday
has put off his visit; he has been
asked by the Indian PM to remain
in Delhi for urgent and important
Internal political reasons. Pre-
sent economic conditions acd the
liberalising programmes launched
by India and Sri Lanka favour the
inclusion of Sri lanka in India's
internal tourist package; this would
mean that Indian nationals visiting
Sri Lanka would be able to con-
sider such travel as ‘domestic’ and
not counted ag foreign travel by
indla sald the Miniter of Foreign
Affairs. The Minister of Trade
said yesterday that the Cabinet
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had approved the granting of loans
to vegetable growers to free them
from the clutches of mudalalis and
ensure increased production. The
Ministers of Health yesterday st-
ressed the nezd for a community
based family health programme—
CDM. Folice will levy on the spot
fines for motor offences; this is
one of the several changes pro-
posed by the government in the
draft Road Traffic Bill which is
expected to be precented before
the NSA shortly. The British gov-
ernment has decided to write off
Sri Lanka's debts and the debts of
poor countries from July this year;
following the deliberations at the
last UNCTAD mesting our debts
amounting to 5,414,600 US dollar
will be written of—SU. The new
Road Traffie Bill is to bring in con-
trolled taxi fares and fares of pri-
vate hiring cars. The Minister of
Trade has said that there will not
be an increase in the price of sugar
and textiles—DP. An internaticnal
conferenca of Muslims with an aim
to solving problems facing the
Muslims of the world is to be
inaugurated this evening—'K. A
new scheme of allocating special
seats in the buses for women will
be startsad in the Northern Pro-
vince from tomorrow—EN. The
Chairman of the Ceylon Shipping
Corporation, Rear Admiral Rzjan
Kadiragamar has resivned; Mr. M.
L. D. Casperz has been :appointed

chairman with  effict from J.ne
30—/DPR. Co-operative elections
will be held in 15 electorates

shortly—DM. The CTB has decided
to import buses similar to those
operating in London and Paris in
order t~ streamlined the bus ser-
ices in <he rural as well a5 urban
areas; 200 such buses will be im-
ported by the end of next year—
DW. TULF youths are pressing its
ledearship to raise a no-confldence
motion against the government-DK.
PM Morarji Desai's Janata Party
government was today believed
to have called for the resignation
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of Heme Minister Charan  Sipgh
and the Health Minister Raj Narain
as the leadership battle in the
ruling party reached a crucial
ctage; the cabinet was unapimous
that Mr. Singh’s statement yester-
day demanding the gnvernment
should immediately arrest former
PM Indira Gandhi amounted to
criticism of his own ministry. Viet-
nam yesterday hapnded apother note
to the Chinese embassy in Hanoi
on the evacuation of Chiness re-
sidents saying that it could only
deadlock current talks on the
issue—SU. A communigue issued
by the 30,000 strong Syrian domi-
nated Arab League Pe2ce Force
police in the Lebanese civil war
truce said that 22 bodies had teen
discovered in a forest after gunmen
stormed into four villages. Ethi-
opia said that rot less than nine
assassipation attempts had been
made on the Head of State Men-
gistu Haille Mariam in the Iast
ten months and that he was woun-
ded in one of them—CDM.

SATURDAY, JULY [: It was
about the second century B.C. that
one of our kings —the Tamil king
Elara came to be called Elara the
Dharmista (Elara the just); he was
known to be a just ruler-—just to
his people, the Sinhalese and Tamils!
that is what we are trying to achi-
eve said the President when he
ijaugurated the International Mus-
lim Seminar. The government is
likely to reduce the number of
holidays public servants enjoy an-
nually at present; the Ministry of
public Administration and Home
Affairs is now studying the national
toliday system with a view to pur-
ring down the number of helidays.
The Kandy district judge yester-
day reiected the plaint and dis-
missed \ ith costs the action filed
by Mrs. Sirima Randaranaike, MP
for Attanagalla claiming Rs. 3 lakhs
from Mr. E. L. Senanayake, Minister
of Agriculture and lands and MF
for Kandy for allegcd defamation.
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Agreement has been reached bet-
ween Sri Lanka and India to ex-
glgwe the possibilities of blending
Sri lenka and India tea produced
by the two countries for joint
marketing abroad with a view to
improving the uniform price realisa-
tion from this important expert
commodity; experts from both sides
are to meet in the pear future for
this purpose. Air Ceylon Ltd
has received 22 offers from fore-
ign airlines to form 2 new intar-
national airline in partpnership—
CDN. The government would not
allow anyone who received scho-
larships at government expense
to leave the country to take up
employment abroad; but it would
not permit other srofessionals like
engineers going abroad, fer em-
ploymer.t on high remuneration
and recturning to the country after
a few years with their earnings
said the Minister of Irrigation.
The death occured yesterday morn-
ing of Mr. Neil de Livera Bandara-
naike, Secretary to the Mipistry
of Industries and Scientific Affairs.
The PBoard of Directors of the
lnternational Monetary Fupd last
wezk anproved a loan for Sri Lanka
amounting tc over Rs.28.26 mil-
lion—CDM. The PM said yester-
day that Sri Lanka shoula follow
the example set by the Chinese
people and the Jate Cheirman Mao
Tse-tung to develop the country.
The President announced yeaterday
that a new Constitution would be
adopted within the next two
weeks, enabling the elected Presi-
dent and the elected legislature
to work together for the welfare
of our people. Abcut 450 workers
most of them in the manual grade
have now com_leted studies under
the new University programme of
worker's education and will present
themselves for tha first qualifying
examination prior to undergraduate
studiss. The sixth meeting of the
Sub Committee for Economic Co-
operation of the Indo-5ri Lan!<a
Joint Commission for Economic,

Trade and Technical Co-opera-
tion ended in Colombo yesterday
—SU. Over a thousand houses are
to ke built in the Jaffna distsict
under the village expansion scheme
as well 25 the housing construction
schomes—FEN. The PM has said that
it was essential to recopsider the
number of holidays in the country.
The Job Bank hopes to give 720
jobs this month—LD. Sri Lanka
will be able to export gzms, coco-
nut oil, cement, cocoa sceds, cinz-
mon and a number of other
goods to ladia shortly. The price
of fertilizer willi be doubled from
the I8th when the subsidiary of
509, is reduczd by hall--DM. A
Technical Trzining Centre is to
be set up in every district; ths
Minlstry hopes to train 5000 youtks
each year -DW. Dclegates to the
UN Specizl Session on disarme-
ment last pight reached fipzal
agreement op a document expected
to vin agproval by consersus dip-
lomsts reported. Six Indian gov-
erament ministers resigned today
confronting PM  Morarji  Desai's
cabinet with its worst crisis since
it won power |5 months ago. Israeli
PM Mepachim Begin today called
on Egypt to raturn to the negoria-
ting table and disciss West Asian
peace directly with lIsrael. N.
Yemen said today that an official
investigation had preved S. Yemen
was respensible {or the assassi-
pation of Fresident Ahamed Hus-
sein Al Gha shim in Sanan on
Saturday—SU. Thousands of Ethi-
opian treops fighting secessionist
guerillas began this week to drive
towards Eritrea from bases in
neighbouring Tigray Province ac-
cording a spokesman for the Tigray
People’'s Lliberation Front. Soviet
experts installed three radar sta-
tions in Vietnam along the border
with China's Yunnan Province whila
Vietnamese troops reinforcements
have been sent to the area. Vietpam
yesterday accusea Cambeodia of
large scale incursions along their
common border but denled it had
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launched a major offensive against « low economic growth has

its communist neighbour —CDM,
The two biggest Eritrean guerilla
organisations called for dirert ne-
gotiations with Ethiopia's left wing
military rulers to end 7 years of
bitter war for the independence
of strategic Red Sea Province of
Eritrea—CDN.

SUNDAY, JULY 2: The Finance
Minister announced yesterday the
establishment of two new state
sector banks, the State Mortgage
and Investment Bank and the Deve-
lopment Bank; the State Mortgage
and Investment Bank which will
start operating ‘almost immediately’
will take over the assets and liabili-
ties of the old State Mortgage Bank
and the Agricultural and Industrial
Credit Corporation. The CTB is
losing its best drivers to the Middle
East said the Chairman of the CTB
yesterday—SO. The World Bank
has recommended to the Aid Con-
sortium countries that Sri Lanka
should be given aid during the next
four years to implement her develop-
ment projects and maintain the
tempo of import liberalisation
successfully. Mr. Taha Muhyiddin
Marouf, Vice President of Iraq
arrives tomorrow on a three day
visit. The government has made a
firm decision not to grant any
further loans for the Maha agricul-
tural season to farmers who have
defaulted the payment of the previous
loans. A complete re-organisation
of the State-owned plantation sector
got under way yesterday. A Maha-
weli youth army would be organised
shortly with the National Youth
Council and the Sri Lanka Army to
be used for development work said
the Minister of Irrifation. The
government through the strong
arms of the law, the armed forces
and the police have directed the
further strengthening of the full
scale island wide joint operation to
deal with all forms of violence
or imminent violence. Sri Lanka's
declining fertility rate despite its
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been
singled out as a unique example for
Third World population contrel by
the UN. Customs authorities are in
a quandary over the upprecedented
spate of big time smuggling opera-
tions that was posing a threat to
the economy of the country. An
Indian Professor is here to popularise
a new branch of knowledge—'futuro-
logy’ ; he is Prof R. Jameel Ahmed,
Director of Studies at the Institute
of Techno-Economic Studies in
Madras ; this new branch of know-
ledge the professor explains is
perspective planning for the year
2080. Six thousand Ayurvedic
physicians in the country will be
instructed on birth control—WK.
A scheme is being devised to utilise
the subscription fees paid by workers
to their trade upnions to build
houses, markets etc for their use;
the Deputy Minister of Labour hopes
to do this with the money collected
from the UNP affiliated Jathika
Seva Sangamaya and five other trade
unions—CM. The Job Bank will
recruit 1% lakhs for government and
corporation jobs before the end of
September—SM.  Three foreign
firms have shown an interest in
mining copper deposits that have
been found in this country; it is
estimated that there are 69,000
tons of copper worth about Rs. 240
million in the area that has been
surveyed so far; this is oply I/5 of
the total area that has to be
surveyed. The State Film Corpora-
tion has decided to import six lakhs
of Rs. worth of Tamil films
this year—RR. Sri  Lanka is
to get 35 ‘detectors’ to locate up-
licensed radio receiving sets in the
near future—SLDP. PM Morarji
Desai freed the prospect of reshuffl-
ing his Janata Party government
after the resignation of six ministers
confronted his cabinet with its
worst crisis since coming to power
15 months ago—S0. French Presi-
dent Giscard d’Estaing told journa-
lists in Madrid at the close of the
official part of his vigit to Spain that
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France would work . to achieve
Spain’s entry into the European
community. Troops loyal to the
deposed President of Sotuh Yemen
are being arrested and shot by
forces of the new government, a
former South Yemeniarmy officer
was quoted as saying— WK. The
UN Geperal Assembly called last
night for fresh efforts to stop the
world’s 400 billion dollar a year
arms race and established new
negotiating machinery to replace
the 16 year old Geneva Conference.
LS Vice Presiaent Walter Mondale
arrived in Israel on his delicate
goodwill mission and made a prayer
for peace at Jerusalem’s Wailing
Wall, most holy shrine of the
Jewish religion ; hostile demonst-
rators shouted ‘don’t sell us out
you did Vietnam’ as he approa-
ched the wall shielded by a
heavy pack of security men—ST.

MONDAY, JULY 3: The ‘area
rule' applicable in the admission of
children in the kindergarten in
schools has been revised by the
Ministry of Education; hereafter
only 50% of the vacancies will be
filled on the basis of the proximity
of the parent's permanent place of
residence to the school ; the balance
50% will be selected on the basis
of their parents being past pupils,
brothers or sisters attending the
same school, and in the case of
denominational schools taken over
by the government the children of
that depomination. Allegatiops of
maleractiles andabuse of athority
by public servants and politicians
during the Sirima Bandaranaike
government will be taken up ministry
by ministry when the presidential
Commission appointed to inquire
and report on such misdeeds begins
sitting soon. Sri Lanka rggistered
an increase of 29.2% in tourist
arrivals in 1977 with a total of
153,655 tourists averaging a stay
of ten nights each. Leading demo-
graphers and statisticians from the
world over meet in Colombo today
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with their Sri Lankan counterparts
to discuss the findings of the fertility
Survey carried out in Sri Lapka in
1975-76 as part of the World Fertility
Survey - programme laupched to
assess the current rtate of humap
fertility throughout the world—
CDN. The Ministry of Health has
sounded interpational agencies and
governments to obtaip the serivces
of medical volunteers to overcome
the shortage of doctors in state
medical instituticns here : apparent-
ly the country is in need of around
700 medical officers to run the
hespitals and other medical institu-
tions efficiently.  The highest
standards would be ensured in the
recruitment of academic staff to the
universities on Sri Lanka: the
Secretary to the Ministry of Higher
Education said that it had beep
found that the past regime had
recruited several persons who had
a bare first degree. The Minister
of Industries and Scientific Aifairs
during 2 tour of the salterns of
Hambantota said that according to
the goverpmernt’s industrial
projects will be sited where the
main raw materials were found—
CDM. All local recruiting agencies
for jobs abroad should in future
submit to the Labour Commissioner
a copy of the copntract entered into
between the agency and its principals
overseas and seek the prior approval
of the commissioner before recruit-
ing Sri Lankans for employment
abroad. Cycle stands with wardeps
to look after cycles will shortly be
installed at all busy points in the
city. The government has approved
a draft bill for the setting up of the
‘Mahaveli Authority’ which is likely
to assume the status of a pew
ministry functioning under the Mins-
ter of Irrigation, Power and High-
ways—SU. When the Mipister of
Fisheries visited Batticaloa he has
said that he would help the fishermen
in Tamil speaking areas in the same
way as the others and that he would
try hard to develop the fishing
industry like the agricultural in-
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dustry—VK. The  Mipister of
Fisheries has said that the govern-
Ment would grant interest-free loans
to fishermen to build thejr own
houses ; the loans could be repaid
on 2 long term basis in small instal-
ments. Representatives of Muslim
countries speaking at the Muslim
Seminar said that the punishments
meted out in their countries like
cutting off arms and legs or whipp-
ing were neither brutal nor barbaric
as they only helped the persop
coricerned to realise his mistake
and it also acted as a lesson for
others.—DP. The government is to
launch a new scheme to give jobs
to those who do not have education,
technical training or any kind of
experience; upder this scheme
which has been recommended by
the President, youths will be re-
cruited as estate workers, fishermen
etc. The Chairman of the Hingu-
rana Sugar Factory of the Sugar
Corporation has said that a pound
of sugar could be sold for Rs. 1.50
if sugar production is done on a well
planned basis. The Health Ministry
will recuit 800 nurses in the pext
two weeks—DM. A pew organisa-
tion is to be set up shortly to uplift
the handloom industry. The govern-
ment has decided to export rubber
through the Galle Harbour—DW.

(@) (@) @
LETTER FROM ABROAD
® Police

Sometime back, | wrote to you
regarding the Police Special Branch.
Since then the Royal Commission
appointed by the South Australian
Govt. held that the dismissal of the
Commissioner of Police by the
Premier was justified.

As a result of these findings the
Premier of N.S.W. after a report on
the activities of the special branch
N.S.W. compiled by the N.S.W.

Privacy Committee was released,
instructed the Branch to stop
keeping, records apd informatign on
a number of people and to destroy
about 50,000 existing files op those.

The Premier of Victoria has drawn
up guidelines for the operation of
the special branch in hig state and
this is to be released publicly soop.

Similarly | believe it is time that
the Sri Lanka Department of Defence
overhauled the whole system of
Political Intelligence in Sri Lanka,
Sri Lanka Intelligence as you say
should be based on the Constitution
and the Dharmista way of life.

The recent appcintment to the
post of |.G.P. must be causing some
heartburning. | have the highest
regard for the new L.G.P. but at the
Same time justice must not only be
done but seem to be done. The
claims of apn officer who is two
years senior to the new I.G.P, haye
been overlooked. Quidnhunc or
Quidnuncs may now ask, why were
his claims overlooked? Was he
inefficient to hold this post or was
it because he was a minority Tamil—
Christian? ~ Will this promotion
not strain the Sinhalese-Tamil re-
lationship further and so op.

Years back when a similar appoint-
ment was made, the claims of ap
officer senior to the appointee was
overlooked probably because he was
a catholicand nota Sinhala-Buddhist.“
| see no other reasons for his claims
to have been overlooked, as he was
a very efficient and experienced
officer and was an editor of the his-
tory of the Ceylon Police Service.

Jac Van Sandep
Retired DIG, Police

5, Westdale Court,
Woatsonia,

Victoria 3087,
Australia.

24.06.78.

+ +
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Confidentially

Lalith’'s “Open
Fconomy

s IT NOT TRAGIC that this
cointry has slipped inio sn import:
mania without any considera ion
for local praduction? That under
the plea of protecting the cop-
sumer, the floodgates have besen
opened and all Jocal production
will soon be submergad by things
foraign? That our young. enthu-
siastic and otherwise excellent
Minister  Lalith Athulathmudali
seems to have twe fixations: fa)
“‘that government is not prepared
to pamper local industries and agri-
cultural production at the cost of
exploiting the consumer”;: and (b)
“iy the open economic policy of
this governnient, local industrialists
must stand up to foreign compati-
tion and agricultural producers
will pot be permitted to create
shortages as in the past when 2
pound of dried chillies cost Rs.
40[- a 1b”? That the perennial
slatform slogan about chillies 2t
Rs. 40/- a b was not duz to the
greed of the producer? That bad
weather, the absence of storage
facilities and the total inability of
the Marketing Department and the
Co-op Movemeat to discharge their
functions combined to enable the
trader and the middleman to ex
ploit the copsumer? That the Rs
43/- miracle (chilli prices which
jasted wunder si% weeks) did not
rapeat itself 2 Seconds time? That
the money in any case did not g0
out of the country? That thereafter
the price of chillies only averaged
between Rs. 6/- to 3[- 2 1b. for the
producer? That it was agaln the
corrupt incompetence of the Mar-
keting Department and the Co-op
Movement that enabled traders
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and middlemaen to exploit con-
smars at prices ranging from Rs.
12/- to Rs. 15/- a 1b? That with
the Rs. 40/- a 1b. of dried chillies
bee-in-the-bonnet the floodgates
have been opened to indiserimi-
nate imports? That already an in-
creasing aumber of local farmers
have stopped growing onions pota
toes and chillies? That bureau-
crats in their air-copditioned
offices, it is said, werked out the
costs of production (£7) 2 year
or so agoe and found that the cp
was about Rs. 4/50 for a 1b. of chillie
and therefore decided that 3 price
of Rs. &/- would be a fair price for
the farmer or producer! That on
paper all this sounds excellent?
That the #p of Rs. 4/50 was based
on pricss of fertilizer, insecticides
etc, somz time last year? That
since then all prices have moved
up especially wages (really the
cost of kesoing oneself alive}?
That, further, only if the farmer
is able to attain the high produc
tivity lavel of about 15 cwts. of
driad chillies an acre would the
cost be Rs. 4/50 2 1b.?

That assuming for argument’s
sake that the buying price of Rs.
6/- or Rs. 7[- alb. is fixed as a floor
(guarantezd)  price, the farmsr
hasn't ghost of a chance of selling
it t tha government buying 2gen-
cies at this price’ That a farmer
has to travel miles before he can
reach a MD centre or Co-op
Upion (that has mouey to purchase
local produce)? That the farmer
makes this journey because he has
heard over the SLBC that the
governmant Was buying chillies at
Rs. 6/- to Rs. 7/- a 1b? That once
he gets there, the local MD or
Co-op officizl will find so many
faults with his chillies and reject
it as unfit that the farmer has no
alternatize but to go to the trader
(in business, close to the ™MD
cantre or the Co-0D Union) and to
¢oll it to him at Rs. 4/- or even
Rs. 3/50 a 1b? That after the farmer

Waiting For The Rovelition?

departs, the MD or Co-op officials
buy the same chillies at Rs. 7[-?
The difference betwesn the tra-
ders' purchase price and sle price
is shared between the trader and
che officiais? That in tha beois
the name of tha farmer from whom
the trader had bought the chillies
is entered? That whilst Minister
Athulathmudal’  rlays che gallapt
night protecting the urban cton-
sumer by floodipg the market
cith cheap food imports, there is
10 ona to protect the poor farmer,
who is cavght in 2 tight sgqueeze
batween increasing Costs oi
duction, on the cne hand. and a
combination of the MD[Co-up
mudalali and the greedy trader,
on the other? That the farmer
finds it easier to seil his chiilies
to the rrader who eails at his farm
at haif the MD price? That bureau-
erats in urban ivory towers talk
big (with thair topguvs hangicg
out of their cheeks repeating the
magic formula “chillies at Rs. 40/
a 1b'") about protecting the con-
sumer from the greedy farmer!
That the present avzlanche of im-
ports will slowly but surely ejsure
the end of local production of
chillies, onions and potatoes’ That
one has only to go arourd potato,
onion and chilli areas in tha NCP
ana NP to know the extent of land
that has already gone out of pro-
duction? That in this “mapia’’ to pro-
tect the consumer, and to glorify the
“open economy’’, the interests of
the country has been thrown to
the winds? That already the writ
ing on the wall has appeared in
blood red letters’ That it is cnly
in crazy Alice-in-Wonderlar,d Sri
tanka todey that youthful “oren
economy’’ thacrists like L=lith Athu-
lathmudalt c2n temporarily flou-
rish? That on= ¢can only say Amen
and wait for the Revolution to set
matters right? That it is time Miniz-
ter Athulothmudali did 2 little
serlous rethinking about matters eco-
nomic en which he talks so glibly!

pro-
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