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ILetter Prom The Editor

TRIBUNE does not usually seek interviews with Ministers and other VIPs
because as a paper of analysis and comment we are content to base our
observations on reports and statements in the daily and periodical press.
But on one matter which we regardas very important we recently sought
an interview with Mr. Gamini Dissanayake, now Minister of Lands and Land
Development and Mahaveli Development, to clarify doubts that had over-
taken us about some vital aspects about the Accelerated Mahaveli Pro-
gramme. These doubts had arisen because of some statemepts made by
the Minister of Finance, Mr. Ronnie de Mel, on the eve of his departure
(on Sept. 10) to Europ=, America and Japan when he said ““........ that
the main purpose of his trip abroad next week will be to obtain the necessary
aid for the accelerated Mahaveli development program and for the normal
development programs of the Sri Lanka Government for 1979. Addressing
a press conference at his Ministry office the Minister said that certzin people
were talking as if the mopey promised by the donor countries was already
infthe Sbags .. ‘l want to put the record straight. These countries
have only indicated their willingness to finance our projects. The money
will be made available to us only after the Aid group meeting to be held in
Japtrny (973 4. oae. (Ceylon Dgily News). Similar reports appeared in
the Sun and the Daily Mirror and the point the Finance Minister stressed was
that his trip was essential to epsure that the aid promised was actuzlly handed
over. The Sun newspaper alone questioned the Finance Minister on
his statements and in reply he said th~t the newspapers had given an
“exaggerated aid picture’’ of Mahaveli. He had also gone on to say “that
people no longer believe the national newspapers........ the geperal
attitude of the people is that newspapers tell lies........ * The Sun had
subsequently referred to Mr. Ronnie de Mel's own statement in the Parlia-
ment on June 6, 1978 in which he had expressed no doubts at 71l that the
money for the Mahaveli had become as certain as th: sun rising from the
East. In several speeches President Jayewardene had also stated that the
-money for Mahaveli was zlready secursd and assured. In the face of this
we were puzzled by the Finance Mipister’s ‘remarks about the aid for
Mahaveli. Tribune has always been deeply interested in the Mahaveli Project
and has published several articles about the Scheme some of which were
highly critical about the viability of the so-called Accelerated Programme.
But on the basis of ministerial and governmental pronouncements we had
no doubts at all about one matter: that the money was assured from foreign
donors ana lenders for the Accelerated Programme at very low non-commer-
cial rates of interest. But ths Finance Minister's categorical statements,

and the absence of any official statements contradicting him, madeus ask -

Minister Gamini Dissanayake what it was all about. We do not propose
to go into the details of his answers at this juncture, but we are satisfied
that all the aid_promised for the Victoria, Randenigala, Maduru Oya and
Moragahakande Projects are assured apnd that the money for Kotmzle has
been promised and was as good as finalised. ~Mr. Dissanayake
left for Moscow shortly after our interview to finalise the Russian offer
to finance and help construct the Upper and Lower Uma Oya scheme in the
lower stretches of the Mahaveli. Tribune was impressed with Mr. Dissa-
nayake’s grasp of the entire Mahaveli river development business influcl'ing
the original Master Plan for a 30-year Project and also of his determination

to get things done. What he has undoubtedly achieved so far inspires con- -
fidence that Mahaveli Development is-in .good hands. We will refer to

the aid for Mahayeli and connected matters in forthcoming issues.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

e ~rveve

Thinking Aloud ~On The
Ministry OF Agriculture

AT LONG LAST the Gazette
setting out the allocation of de-
partments 2nd functions as bet-
ween the different Ministries was
issued on Friday the 29th of Sep-
tembar, 1978. Tha Sunday papers,
on October |, published a sum-
mary of what the Gazctte con-
tained. (Elsewher2 in this issue
we have published the note pub-
lished in the Sundoy Observer).
There were no major changes
as the paper potad, but there was
one big surprise. Press reports,
after the naw Cabinet had sworn
in on September 7 had indicated that
Mr. E. L. Senanayake had bzen
deprived of nearly all prestigious
departments excapt the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Agri-ul-
tural Research: that everything
connected with Livestock, Animal
Husbandry, the Milk Board, Oils and
Fats etc. etc. had gone to Mr.
Thondaman whilst Lands, Land
Development etc. had gone to Mr.
Gamini Dissanayake; that the PMB
and the Fertiliser Corporation had
been moved to the President’s
office; and that the fate of Timber
Corporation and the Forest D=-
partment were very much in the
air. The Secretary to the Ministry,
Mr. Weerakoddy, had been movzd
to Mr. Thondaman’s ministry,
whilst his former Assistant Mr.
Justin Abeygoonesskera was tipped
to ba the new Secretary of the
much depleted Mihistry.

The surprise in :he gazetted
allocations was that many depart-
ments were ‘“‘restorad” to EL apd
that a rank outsider had baen pitch-
forked into the charmed circle of the
higher galaxy of the hierarchical
super-caste of Secretaries, namely
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the very controversial figure of
Mr. Rapjan- Wijevaratne who had
hzaded an ubiquitous organisation
known as the Agricultural Deve-
lopment  Authority  (ADA)—an
organisation he is reputed to
have fathered and sold to the new
Administration.

Let us first examine what the
new Ministry now conssts of: the
Department of Agriculture (with-
out Animal Produstion and the
Health Division, meaning the Vete-
rinary Department), the Depart-
ment of Minor Export Crops, the
Sri Lanka Sugar Corporation, the
Ceylon Fertiliser Corporation, the
Agrarian Research and Training
Institute, the Mational Freedom
From Hunger Campaign Board, the
Land Reforms Commission, the
Paddy Marketing Board, the Fruit
Board, the Agricultural Develop-
ment Authority, the Janawasa Com-
mission, the Agrarian Servic:s Di-
vision, the Agrizultural Insurance
Bo:rd, the National Agricultural
Diversification and Settlement Au-
thority. It is quite a formidable
array including such prize depart-
ments like the Paddy Marketing
Board (PMB), the Fertiliser Cor-
poration, the Sugar Corporation
and the Land Reform Commission.

This rzhabilitation of E. L. S2na-
nayake after a shattering down-
grading (through newspaper
redorts and not by gazette noti-
fication) has come as a surprise
to many. This is probably the
Dharmista way of inflicting
chastisement on a wayward Mi-
nisters who do neither their home-
work nor their schoolwork but
are satisfied with newspaper head-
lines every day and press conc-
ferences every other day.

Even the SLFP's The Notion of
Septembzr 29 had this to say about
El’s reported discomfiture and
downgrading: “Mr. E. L. Senanayake,
who wcs once a strong candidcte
for the position of Prime Minister,
has now lost the Ministry of Lands

E. L. And Ranjan

which wes given to kis younger col-
league  Gemisi Dissanayake.  Mr.
Sznanaycke iz now left with Agri-
cultural Develobment ond Research.
The Livestock Bscrd, the Milk Board
and the Oils and Fatz Corporations
are under Mr. Thondaman, who is
tle new Minister of Rural Industrial
Development. The President has
taken over the Paddy Marketing
Board from Mr. Senanayake. This
drastic pruning of Mr, Senanaycke's
powers has curpriced many political
observers by its ext'nt ond sudden-
nesc, in view of the fact that Mr.
Seranayake has leng been considered
a UNP -ctalwart, who had spent a
great deal of his money and energy
en behalf of the UNP.”

Thz SLFP commzant was no doubt
ap attempt to prod cld UNPers
into a little divine discontent, but
the attempt was ill-conceived, be-
cause it is now abupdantly claar
that the Jayewardene way of re-
shuffles is not by chopping heads
but by switching departments and
taking over some himself for a
while until the propcr adjustments
are made. Whether this method
of running an Admipiztration will
pay lopg term or even short term
dividends is hard to say, but there
is no doubt that it makas for poli-
tical peace and stability and en-
hances presidential power. Tre
day of reckoring, however, will
come when the voters will want
to know whether the promises and
pledges have been fulfill:d. Will
Ministers who survive on such
(dharmista) manipulative politics be
able to deliver the goods!

Without being unduly harsh, it
must be said that one year of minis-
terial power has shown that EL
had fallen down on his job. Agri-
culture and all the departmerts
under him have not done what
they could have easily done. A
change was called for, and the
President made it clear that he
was determined to effect such 3
change. The President even di-

?



EL. And Runjan

rected his Ministry of Plan Imple-
mentation to set up ay Evaluation
Team to examipe the working of
the public sector In Agrlculture,
and on August 15 the Taam had
come up with a first clags report
with some excellent
dations. Tribune will deal with
some important agpects of the
Team's recomimendations to reha=
bilitate a sick Minigery,

Among the mnatters which the
Team was very critienl about was
the way the ADA and Its bosg-
man Rapjan Wileyaratne had fune-
tioned and as a facsssaving device
had suggested that the ADA <hould
be slowly phased out by assimilat-
ing Its functlons into a phantom
division of the Mipistyy, Many
had exp2cted Mr. Wileyaratne to
fade out' pracefully In the
way that Mr., E. L. Sananavako
might be pushed up into the higher

recommen-

sSame

ethereal rapiong into which senior
politicians - retire with honour.
But this doos not seem to ba

the way In Dharmista lapd —=things
curiousar than the proverhial hap-
penings In Alice's Land of Wondars
have become
Sri Lapnlka. The man who was found
wanting by atop Team set up ona
presidential diractive to Ipvesti-
fate and report on the aopieu'tural
sector is chosen to fill the top
most billing In the powerful Minls-
try of Agricultural Davalopment
and Research on which so mueh
of the present and the future of
the country dapends.

commonnlaee  In

Tribune s Intrlgued by what
has taken place. A Minlster who
has not come up to serateh in one
year—he was particularly weak ip
making policy decisions or Issulng
realistic diractives—is once’ again
placed in charge of departments
and functions that can make or
break this Government. To help
him do the job is a dark horse who
has earned very poor marks from
the Investigating Team. s it that
the President has rejected the

3

findings and recommendations * of
this Evaluation Team? OF Is It that
he is still prepared to take a gamble
with a go getter of a self-avowed
Management spéclallst  who, by
all accounts, only has the capacity
to  talk Mephistopheles off the
ground? Is the President wise In
taking such a rigl?

Thess are questions which peo-
ple, who have no axe to grind or
have no vested Interest in the mat-
ter—but who are solely concurped
with the future of Agriculture in
the country—have begun to ask,
As for the Tribune, we must cop
foss that we are lost Iy what appenrs
to be an ipscluble puzzle. We
still have the fullest confldence
that the President Is capable of
malking corract decisions  about
man and matters, but upless this
gamble (we consider it so) of bracks
eting E. L. Sentnayoke with Ranjan
Wijeyaratne as Miplster apnd Secre-
tary (there are already many quips
a3 to who will be the resl Mlnlster)
worlks and produces  worthwhile
results our copfiderce in the Pre.
sident’s wisdom will be severealy
shaken. Mavbe he will learn to dlg-
cover his mistake and make ameneds
but this must be done before it iy
too late,

These are thoughts that are
trickling through the minds of
Miny people in knowledgeable cir.
cles (including ourselves) and this
note Is an exerclse In thipling
aloud. We have tried to marshal
in our mind's eye the reasons that
must have ‘prompted the President
to bring together two persons,
one of the calibre of E. L. Sena-
nayake (a jolly good sport and all
that) and the other, the name-
dropping (he's the President's map)
typhoon (not tycoon), Rapjan
Wijeyaratne, who seems to have
trod on more corps thap anyone
elsc could have dope In the short
time the ADA has existed.

The  President understandably
probably has good reasons for sav

thus endangering qnot

Ing the face of E. L. Senanaybke
by restoring him to-a partially ray
habilltated Minlstry,  He Is ope
of the oldest apd staunchest UNPerg
this  country has. Over the
Years he has stood by the UNP
through thick and thin,  He hag'
Spent a sizable part of his family
fortune oy the election campalgns
of the UNP, Iy seplority he g
one of the very few who Is close
St to the Pre ldent. Thd good hest
and the kind'y men that EL Ig, he Is
not possessed of the rutlilesspess
that males a suecersful politielay,
In one year as Miplster he has also
shown thet he Is pelther a good
Minister nor an Adminlstrator. Me
has many weaknesses and faillpgs
which others around Him have
exploited. Mo hes also not raslsted
the temptation to fill his Mipistry,
and Departments with many who.
gra allegedly en the famlly tree,
and the duta pow belng collocred
and compiled on EL's family trae,
Will soon  outdo the  Ratwatte
family tree. But the femily tres.
busipess could have been Ippored,.
or ~eusad, If the derartments
under h'm had fupctioned with
purposeful rpd mennipgful artivity
after the halocaust of the Koblibe--
kaduwa era. (It must be sald that:
after the 15 months of the Sepa-
nayake regiive, the Kobbekaduwa .
ern with the Supreme geplus  af.
Malinda  Silva  scores many.
plus polpts). o2

Agriculture s aconom[cal_lv'aﬁﬁ:
politically so vitally Important
to the future of the country that
mapy well-wishes are surprised _thut"
the President is willing to ghe
E. L. Senanayake apother chance
only . the
well-belng of ghe country but alse
the future prospects of thé. UNP,
Has he taken this risk because he’
thinks that Rapjan Wiléyarathe ,ig
a glant who can do the werk of twe?

The President mdy have the

fullest confidence n. Mr, R_.iiﬂa'h"

» il

Wileyaratne, but  Tribuné Tiveser”
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gations indicate that the Presidept’s
confidence is not shared by many.

With his appointment as Secretary

of the Ministry of Agricultural
Development and Research the
qualifications, record and capabi-
lities of Ranjan Wijeyaratne has
come into sharp focus.

What are the plus points in his
favour?

He has an aggressive personality
with a capacity to get things done,
more in the style of an old-world
kangany on an estate than with the
finesse of a modern public-
relations-minded management ex-
pert. He has a reputation for clean-
ing out Augean Stables very quick-
ly and successfully, and many ad-
mit that he may be able to do the
much-needed spring-cleaning in the
public sector of Agriculture within
a short time. It is also conceded
that he nas the capacity to epnsure
that files are attended to promptly
and that they move fast. But, can
he clean out all the cobwebs in
the Ministry and the Departments
with a Minister who is inhibited
by a family tree and a total in-
capability to make principled deci-
sions about persons and policies?

There is yet apother plus point
that has become a talking point
in the higher echelops of bureau-
cratic power in this country. For
long years the coveted post of
Secretary to a Ministry has been the
monopoly of the Civil Service, the
CAS, and the SLAS. The last
governmanpt opened the doors to
a fewselect technocrats (eg. Nath
Amarakone) and academics (eg.
Doric de Souza). But Ranjan Wije-
yaratne is the first from the rough
and tumble of plapterdom, where
academic qualifications do not
count as much as «the capacity to
“creep” all the way up to the top.
Ranjan Wijeyaratne had reached
the topmost rungs in estate
management, but unlike many other
successful planters ‘he Is a poli-
tical animal capable of adopting

-[Dudley as uncle and IR as President.

I TRIBUNE, :October 7, 1978

Whilst it is a good thing that
the portals of Ministerial Secretary-
dom are opened to pew categories
of adwiinistrators, ths question
that worries many is whether
Ranjan Wijeyaratne can rise to the
occasion not only to pull the
agricultural sector out of the mess
in which it is but also to chart a
new course to bring about the much-
needed Green Revolution. This is
where the minus points come in.

It is not necessary to examine
his record as a planter or to d:lve
into his activities in the Agency
House business, but sooner or
later somsone is bound to refer
to a few skeletons thathad been
left behind after a futile attempt to
raise a multi-million privats com-
mercial loan from international ban-
kerdom for the last government.

E.L. And Renjan.

Tribune is not concerned with these
matters that do not impinge op
the outcome of ap examination
into the question as whether
Ranjan Wijeyaratne is the best
man from those available for the
ob.

But, going solely on the
findings and conclusions of the
Evaluation Team on the way Ranjan
Wijeyaratne and the ADA had
functione i, one can only say that
the President must have had ac-
cess to other information (not
available to us) that made him
appoint Ranjan Wijeyaratne as Sec-
retary of this key and strategic
Ministrv. Tribune is at a loss to
know how such a decision was made.
Woas it not necessary to riject the
report of the Evaluation Team pub-
licly and officially before making

|
{
')
|
|

| communications would not stand in the way of the fullest attention being

COVER
HYDRO-POWER

ON THE COVER this week we have a picture of the sluice gates of the
reservoir at Laxapana which was the first of the big hydro-power stations
constructed in this country during the last forty years. The story of
Laxapana is a legend in its2lf. Ceylonese engineers like D. J. Wimala-
surendra had drawn up plans for generating electricity at Laxapana,
Norton Bridge and other places in the Maskeliya Oya Valleys as early
as the twenties and thirties of this century. The colonial administration
did not favour this development because the British had felt that it would
be better and cheaper for Ceylon to depend on oil which was them
comparatively cheap. White planters had quipped that the natives
would not be able to handle electric power and that there was grave
danger that they would be electrocuted en masse. The same kind of
argument is now being used in regard to third world countries’ develop-
ing nuclear power and energy—the poor natives would either not know
how to handle it or misuse it by making bombs.

After a measure of self-government was granted to Sri Lanka in 1931,
hydro-power got off the ground and Wimalasurendra lived to see (a little
time before he died) some of his plans fulfilled. We refer to this matter
now because for the first time since hydro-power came of age in this
island, it has been separatad as a ministerial functiop from Irrigation.
Power is a subject that can and must stand by itself because even if
it is now intimately connected with Irrigation, Sri Lapka willsoon have
to reach out to bio-gas, solar power, nuclear power and other sources
of energy. Power has been placed in the new Cabinet in the able hands
of Minister D. B. Wiietunge, but why Highways should be tagged on
to power is cifficult to understand, and we hope that Posts and Tele-

paid to the all important question of POWER.

ey —
e
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Ministerial Dicktat?

Ranjan Wijeyaratne the topmost
Commissar in Agriculture with a
weak Czar at the helm. (Some ojsie
will tell us that Czars did not have
Commissars, but what is in a name?)

Tribune is deeply concerned with
agricultural development that it
has taken the unprecedented step
of discussing personalities in rela-
tionship to mipisterial and secre-
tarial functions. The freedom of
the press will have little or no
meaning unl=ss this is done on
appropriate occasions. We will
pursue this matter until we are
assured that the agricultural future
of this island is not jeopardised by
the Minister or the Secretary.

A highly qualified management
specialist or a successful estate super-
intendent cannot discharge the func-
tions of a Secretary who must not
only have knowledge of the entire
scope of the agricultural activity
but 2lso the vision to know what
is wanted in the context of the
times? Will Ranjan Wijeyaratne be
able to resist the temptation to
tread on the corpns of tha tachno-
crats and agronomists when pushing
them to harder? Can hz har-
ness these men to activity that
can produce results?

We have indulged in this exer-
cise of thinking aloud under the
umbrella of press freedom because
something has to be done about
Agriculture soon. There is a writing
on the wall wnich cannot be ignored.

We had planned this week to
review the press in Srilanka today,
but with the surprise packet in
the agricultural sector we have
put off the examination to the
next issue.

Concluding, it may well be that
the presidentiaal bracketing of EL
and Ranjan may solve 2ll the prob-
lems of agriculture, but the ques-
tion that worries us is whether
the gamble this experiment cons-
titutes is justified at this juncture
of our aricultural development.

5: 2

QUIDNUNCS

© Peradeniya Scandal
© FTZTales © Cheating

Two Governments

*BOOKMAKER’S DAUGHTER
AND THE UNIVERSITY. A Tribune
Quidnunc from Kandy has sent us
a note with a tale about political
skulduggery in the hope that a
little publicity might help to nip
the scandal in the bud. Here it is.
The daughter of a bookmaker ex-
traordinary had recently succeeded
in gaining admission to the Uni-
versity to study biological sciences
at Peradeniya. She had entered
in the English medium as she was
entitled to do as her mother was
Indian though her father is a Sin-
hala. This young lady, it would
appear, has developed ambitions
of studying medicine like her sis-
ter who is studying medicine in
an Indian University.

What stands ip the way of her
doing medicine at Peradeniya! She
had come too far dowpn the list
to qualify for medicine. The Bio-
logy stream is wzy down, well
below Dentistry, Vet. Science and
Agriculture. Now, how does the
father set about doing the job?
Simple, says our Quidnunc. Get
the top UNPers in town. Papa
has way with politicians. He was a
great favourite of the SLFP hier-
archy in days gone by and now
top UNPers are eating out of his
hand. What do these UNPers
in the bookmaker’s bag do? They
are making a bid to get the Minis-
ter of Education to issue a direc-
tive to the University that all stu-
dents who enter in the English
Medium be allowed to choose the
subjects of their choice irrespective
of their position in the list. If such
a directive is issued, the book-
maker's daughter will get what
she wants on the basis of a “rule”

and everything will appear above:
Board. This is a great refinement
on former Minister Mahmud’s di-
rectives to the Unpiversity to ad-
mit particular students by juggling
the standardised marks.

In effect what would such a new
directive amount to? Nearly 70
students in the English medium
can opt to do medicine. A new
Medical Faculty, teaching entirely
in the English medium, for the
children of the privileged, has to
be set up. The Medical Faculty at
Peradeniya refuses to do this. Al-
ready, the Medical Faculty has dou-
bled its intake for this year and
are at their wit's end to find staff
and laboratory staff for them.
And now, out of the blue, they
are being asked to take in another
70 English medium students which
is the number accomodated at the
Jaffna campus and more than at
Galle. The demand is that a Faculty
of medicine in the English medium
be created at a week's npotice.
This is a repeat of the 1960 epi-
sode when a new Arts intake was
ordered at Peradeniya to accomo-
date the son of a VVVIP. The SLFP
succumbed to that sort of pres-
sure from much higher quarters.
Now the UNP seems to fall in for
pressures from a mere bookmaker.

Our Quidnunc reports that Pro-
fessor Kalpage has stood firm in
the face of pressures. Then the
pressure turned on the President
of the Peradeniya Campusand the
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
there. And now, the power lobby
has moved to Colombo to get
at the Minister of Education to
issue the above-mentioned direc-

tive. c

The present® quip in Pera-
deniya campus circles is that
Dharmista Society is being dro-
wned in the Kandy LakelDoes
President Jayewardene know the
story of the University and the
Bookmaker's Daughter? It is
no Cinderella story ora Fairy
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Balad. He should call for.a re-
.port from . Professor ~ Kalpage
-to- see . whether our ~Quidnurc
has gone off the mark. What is
-at stake is ths credibility of the
Governmant and the validity
.of the dharmista way of life.
*TALES FROM THE FTZ. Quidnuncs
are full of dirty stories from the
“FTZ. One is about:a big shot in
“the FTZ: super-structure: who had
wanted to sst up @n industry (a
“block- rubber  processing plent)
‘in collaboration with soma foreign
tycoons. Fhough this was 2 direct
.yiolation of the Charter of the
(FTZ ({maybe ' secticn 8),- the
big shot did not carz. And our
-Quidnunes say that the President
had to step in and issue an order
that - this . project b2 canecelled.
s the President the only ViP really
a_g':a_inst corruption?

.- Yot agother story is-how another
~ETZ bigshot who had scld some
yehizles to the organigation—the
GCEC— is gald to have collactad
"a commission of Rs. 4000 on each
'.'.:_.cgi_!‘.' . e

Tke qusstion, quidauncs ask, s
wehether  such a person can col-
lect such a commission. Photostats
.of . th2 -dacuments allezed to record
‘those commissions are floating round
town. What next?

%A MATTER FOR THE PRESI-
. DENTIAL ~ COMMISSION.  Quid-
_nunes have drawn our attention
to a document circulating widely
which is from an annonymous
source. . But tne story upfolded
_is. so staggering that the desire

for anonymity is understandable.
But Quidnuncs assert that this
‘dociment should be  brought

“¢6 the notice of ths Presiden-
"i:ial 'Commission—becguse only a
“Commission - of that sort could
‘{'éjhrgyéi the intricacies of this great
‘tale of millions and plain and sim-
“sle skulduggery.  The extracts
“helow are highlights from the note

’f’%ﬁnéer‘he&;' ‘
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*Land Reform Law No. i, of
1972 came into operation on

26.8.72, and this law applied te all

agricultural lands cwned by any
person. This law did not apply
to lands owned by forsign com-
panies. Grand Central London
owned 32,000 acres in Ceylen at
the time the Land Reform Law
came ipto operation and the said
Land Reform Law did not apply

‘to the said land owned by Grend

Central lLopndon. By Companies
Special (Provisions) Law Ne. 19 of
1974, foreign companies wers pre-
vented from owning land in Sri
Lanka . By Section 5 howeyver of
this law, a foreign company could
incorporate itself in Sri Lanka and
after thisincorporztion, lands owned
by the foreign company could be
transferred to a new company in
Sri Lanka and the law further
provided that such lands so traps-
ferred to the local company would
not be included in caleulating the
ceiling under Land Reform Law.
Further details could be had from

“the Cabinet Paper submitted by

Mr. llangaratne in rzspect of the
law certified on 19th June 1974

“In October 1975 the Land Re-
form Law was amended by Law
No. 39 of 1975 which provided
for the vesting of land owned by
all public companies. The day
bafore the law was tabled, Grand
Central Ceylon Company held an
extra-ordinary meeting of share-
holders and converted th2 company
into a private company and the
law therefore did not apply to
the Company. The Ministry of
Justice at that time was manned
by Mr. Ratnasiri Wickremanayake
who was also the Minister for
Plantation Industries and he called
for the file mzintained in this con-
nection. It was decided to acquire
all these lands under the Busipess
Acquisition Law. However, the
then government decided to stop
the proposed acquisition. It is

said that the chief owner informed

Big Bad, Tyconu
the then goverament -that he was
prepared to hand over tha 'Iaﬁd
and in fact there was a ceremony
of handing over. But there was
no handing over of title. Had the
Iznd handed over at that
time the compensation awarded
would havz bszen very lew. Then
tha land centinued to be owned
by tnis geptleman and he enjoyed
21l the mesne profits from the land.
It is now said thzt the new goy-

been

ernment proposes to consicer his
to pay

at the rate of Rs, 2,500/~ per acre.

applicaticn com e:8ation

“The principal question for in-
vestigation arei— (1) How did the
Sirima Coverpment fzil te take
action to bring the 32,000 acres
under Land Reform Law? (2) How
did the owner of the estate hold
an extra-ordinary meeting of the
sharehelders of tha cempany con-
cerned before tha Land Reform Law
Amendment was brought up be-
fore Parlizment? It is evident thet
the ownar copverted the company
from pukblic to private at the share-
holders’ meating and strapgely the
second Lapd Reform Law raferred
only to public companles. Ob-
viously the then government leaked
the information to this owner.
(3) Did then Goverpment
prepare the Compary Law Amenc-
mant Law No. 19 of 1974 to help
this owner? Cap the present go'-
erpment taint iteelf by paying
Rs. 80 million as compensation for
these lands to an owner who has
fraudulestly evaded the law in
collusion with VIPs of the then
goverpmet.

the

“It is reported a Board has al-
ready recommended massive com-
pensation for these lands because
they were not awar2 that this
country has been defrauded by
the owners of the estate acting
in collusion with VIPs of the last
government. The files are in the
Registrar of Companies and Plan-
tation Ministry and Lland Refor_rr‘l
Commission. The Compensation

6
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filais In the Ministry of Agriculture.

If this government doe: not inves-
tigate tie truth or otherwise of thiz
allegation, in the full glare of total
publicity, it is the Dharmizta way
of life that will suffer. Quidnuncs
who want the Jayewardene govern-
mer:t to help Sri Lanka to progress
are deeply concerned about thesa
~llegations wkich refer to persona
lities who cut acres; bparty  lines.

Will anysnz dcre caich the Eig
Bad Wolf (Tyceon)?
+ o+ o+

FOR THE RECORD

Point

Counter-point
—A Tale OF TULF Rhetoric—

FROM THE “WEEKEND" OF
SEPTEMBER 10, 1978

Amirthalingam Over BBC:
*No suppoart for DSRSL but
will fight for a separate
state’

The Leader of the Oppositicy
Mr. A. Amirthalingam in an inter-
view broadcast by the BBC yester-
day said that the Tamil Upited
Liberation Front will not extend
its co-operation to the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Socizlist
Republic of Sri Lanka under the
new Conpstitution introduced. Hov.-
ever the TULF will attend Parlia-
ment and maks use of it as a forum
to put forward the cleims of the
Tamils for a sesparate state until

the Tamils achieve their rights
as independent citizens in the
country.

Mr. Amirthalingam was asked

by the interviewer whether the
new Constitution had not pro-
vided some significant fundamental
concessions, to th2 Tamils and he
replied: “No doubt there were
some concessions, but the fupda-

7

mental concessions still made the
Tamils subservient to the Sipha-
lese people. In any way these cop-
cessions were not binding on the
Tamil people.”

Asked whether the TULF hapds
were tied by the extreme youth
groups, suth as the Tiger Libera-
tion Front, for adopting these
unco-operative measures with the
Goverpment, Mr. Amirthalingam
said: “No youth movement cap
influence us. Our decisions have
solely been influenced by the map-
date given by the Tamil-speaking
people to the TULF to work for
the sole objective of giining inde-
pendence for tham ia the interest
of all.”

Pressad for an apswer wheather
the TULF hands wers tied to any
militant youth orgapisation, Mr.
Amirthalingam said: “Our hands
are not tied to any organisation.
But our hands are tied only to the
Tamil people who gave us 2 map-
date to achieve a goal of self-respect
for them.” Mr. Amirthalingam’s
interview was broadcast yesterday
over the Genperal Overseas Ser-
vice of the BBC in the magazine
programme “‘South Asian Survey”.
FROM A STATEMENT Is-
SUED BY THE OFFICE OF
THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE
OF PARLIAMENT AFTER THE
GOVYERNMENT PARLIAMEN-
TARY GROUP MEETING ON
SEPTEMBER 21, 1978

The President Mr. ). R. laye-
wardene told the Government
Parliamentary Group today that
the Government has informed Pri-
vate Sector employers that they
could deal with the employees in
their establishments who would
join the strike planned for Sep-
tembar 28th by certain Trade
Unions opposed to the Govern-
ment in the same manner in which
the Government has decided. In
view of the political nature of the
strike the Govergpment has decidedto
consider as having vacated their posts

all employeas whe would join the-

strike. The President said that the
Private Sector employers could con-
sider those who joined the strike
¢n September 28th as having va-
catcd pest. He hoped that the
Private Scctor would implement
the Coverpment’s policy in this
Fegara and assured that the Goy-
ernmént weuld enzet the peces-
sary legislation if raquired in this
regard,

The Government las received
the full backing of the UNP spon-
sored Trade Unions. The UNP
spossored Unions today had nearly
two lakhs of members among the
working class and with their co-
ocperation the strike was boupd
to be a failure.

The Goverpment was slways pre-
pared to lcok inte the gepuine
Trade Union demands. But they
could not allew the Trade Upiopsts
try to topple the Government in
this mapner.

The Presidert zlso cautionzd the
MPs to be vigilant of attempts
beirg made to rouse commupal
tensions at a jupcture like this.
“VWe should consider that there
are 40 lakhs of Tamils living in
various ports of the country. Every
citizen be he Tamil, Muslim cr
Sirhalese should be free to live
in eny part of the country"” he
said. His Excellency also said that
communal t:zpcicns are being pro-,
moted by certain disgruntled poli-
ticians. These tepsiops are roused
after ipncidents of looting. He has
already instructed the Police to
arrest 2ny person who attempts
to loot.

He said that every person
shouid bte at liberty to live
in any part of the country.
The Government would set-
tle Sinhala people In the
North and Tamil people in
the South. When they im-
plement this policy the de-
mand for Eelam would autc-
matically disappear because
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all Tamils want the freedom

t& “live 'in-any “part’ of the
; -~ - by Diogenes '

cduntry:

“If “their own representatives
play politics and do not co-
operate._with 2 Government
which " has' solved all out-
standing problems then we
must go to the North aand
attend to the people’s needs,”

the 1 President said amidst ap-

plause. “If the Tamil MP’s
dgs not respond we will stop
bothering them and look after
the Tamil people ourselves’,
he added . ,......

FROM  THE CEYLON DAILY
MIRROR, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER
29 Zood =

TULF TO DISCUSS TIES
WITH CwC

The General Council of the

Tamil United Liberation Front will
meet immedlately after the returp
of its General Secretary, Mr. A.
Amirthalingam from the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Conference in
Jamaica, to discuss its relations with
the Ceylon Workers' Congress.
Mr.. M. Sivasithamparam, President
of the TULF, said yesterday that
one-of. the -main topics would be
to review TULF ties with the CWC
in the context of Mr. Thondamap
accepting Cabinet office. _

Although the CWC had dis-
asseciatiated itself with the TULF’s
demand for a Tamil Eelam in the
Northern and Eastern Province,
it had still continued to be a wing
of the Front. According to Mr.
Sivasitharnparam the - forthcoming
Geperal Council meeting will also
discuss the President, Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene’s recent statement that
under goverpment’s colenisation
schemes, the government would
seek to settle Siphalese in the North

mote -national amity. -
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IN THE TUB

Alexandar Humbled

IT WAS in the early hours after
midnight and before dawn. The
room where Diogenes lay was in
darkness except for a dim flicker
from a lamp in the neighbourhood
when the silence was disturbed
by a Captain of the Forces and a
Palace Boy who dismounted from
their horses and repaired to the
hut where Diogenes lay in deep
complation.
The Captain spoke.

“Diogenes, Alexapder the Great,
the great Conqueror of Conque-
rors and King of Kings, commands
your presence before dawn in his
Palace.”

“I do not know who Alexander
is,”” said the Master, “Go tell him
Diogenes walks the streets of
Athens till noon and he has no time
for him.”

The intruders left and narrated
to Alexander what Diogenes had
told them.

Alexander, at dawn, when the
rays of the sun were breaking into
the room of the Mastzr, presented
himself before Diogenes.

“l am Alexander the Great”,
proclaimed the conqueror,

“I am Diogenes the Cynic,”
replied the philosopher..

“l am the Copqueror of Con-
querors,’”’ continued Alexander.

“You have not conquered your-
self,” retorted Diogenes.

“People call me the great Alex-
ander, the Conqueror of Con-
querors.”’

“I call you a fool. You are unp-

. aware of the path of true happi-
and Tamils in the South to pro- -

ness. You are surrounded by place-
seekers and sycophants. You take
yourself too seriously. You are
surrounded by persons who are

Conqm_er Yourself

enriching themselves apd ruining

~..the Cityl They crawl before you

and strut before the people. They
flatter you and destroy many in your
name. You do not know the diffe-
rence between a rascal and a good
man, and a fool and a wise man.
Alexander, you are the biggest

fool who has stood before ms.

Become wise before they destroy

"

you.

“Diogenes, | am thapkful to
you for your advice. You have
shaken me up. | want to save the
City."” '

“Then save yourself from your
friends.”
“Am |
enemies?”’

then to embrace my

“Listen to them and put them
out of your way.”

“With what am | to build this
City?"”

“With wisdom and compassion
not only in your speech but also
in your deeds. Be large, be fair,
be kind to all men. Do not hurt
the fezlings of men. Visit the poor.
See for yourself the needs of your
people. Let your happiness depend
on their happiness and not on the
fortunes of those around you.”

“Diogenes, what can | give you
for the advice?"’

“You cap do me this fayour. Do
not stand between me and the
sunlight,” and the Master turned
away from Alexander.

Alexander left the Master’s pre-
sence a humbled but wiser man,
and exclaimed, “Were | not Alex-
ander, nill | will be Diogeres

FOREIGN POSTAL
RATES

Foreign Postal Rates—
Air as well as Surface—
have been increased as
from Ootober 1, 1978.
The increase is 25 cts. per
every half ounce.
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Sept. 17 —=Sept. 27

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; YK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumipa;
SLD—Sri  Lapkadipa; [D—lanadina;
SU—Sun; DVY—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamapi: WK—-Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelapnadu; IDPR—

Information Dept. Press Rzlease;
DK—Dinakara.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER |I7:

The results of a manpower survey
just released by the Plan Imple-
mentation Ministry has revealed a
‘heavy and Continuing demand’ in
certain job categories in the em-
ployment market despite the coun-
try’s large number of upnemployed;
most private employers looked for
people with a good knowledge of
English: this was a normal require-
ment except for factory work. The
government has decided that no
leave would be granted to public
sector employees on September
28 when several trade unions pro-
pose to strike. TULF MP's will
take their oaths of allegiance to
the constitution on Sept 2!-—SO.
A definite upward trend in em-
ployment generation since the UNP
government assumed office has been
observed according to a survey
carried out by the Ministry of
Plan Implementation. Eleven judges
who have not been re-appointed
when the new constitution was
promulgated recently are expected
to receive monthly pensions like
any other pubic servant. The 700
odd students who are to be ad-
mitted to the Polgolla Campus on

9

October 8 will enjoy all the faci-
lities available to students at the
Peradeniya Campus except resi-
dential facilities. The Mipister of
Foreign Affairs will lead the Sri
Lanka delegation to the 33rd ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly
beginning in MNew York this
month—ST. The total cost of setting
up the infra structure for the FTZ
has been estimated at more thap
Rs. 200 million. Mr. S. Thopndaman,
the new minister in the govern-
ment, paying his first visit to his
electorate after assumption of office
told the vast crowd that President
Jayewardene had invited him to
join the government to achieve
racial, religious and communal
harmony in this country—WK. A
number of flaws in the correction
of exam papers in the GCE and
NCGE exams have been discovered
when students asked for re-scru-
tiny of papers—CM. The Educa-
tion Ministry has decided to open
one farm in a school in each elec-
torate with the help of the Agri-
cultural Ministry—SLDP. The gov-
ernment has decided to introduce
a new law to ban the selling of
liquor to youths under 10 years of
age—RR. Egypt's press said today
only a miracle could now save
the Camp David Summit and raised
the spectre of a fifth Middle East
war. Mohamed Ali became the
first man to hold the world heavy
weight championship 3 times as
he easily out pointed defending
champion Leon Spin's—SO. About
6000 Israeli troops have moved
close to the Lebapnese border ip
the biggest military build up in
the area since the 1973 West Asian
war—WK.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER I8:
The greatest service one can render
is to help in propogating the
buddha dhamma; it is the greatest
gift said the President speaking
at a prize distribution yesterday.
The Minister of Rural Ipdustrial

Dev_lopment and leader of, tha
CWC called upon the estate wor-
kers to ensure greater output of
work on September 28, the day of
the proposed token strike. The
IGP has alerted the country’s 17,000
policemen to the activities of anti-
government and anti-social elements
who were attempting to make
use of certain incidents to
incite people to acts of violence—.
CDN. Sri Lapka will press for a
commodity agreement on tea at
the Conference of Tea Producers,
Exporters and Consumers which
begins in Geneva today, It was
not my intention to set up a buddhist
goverpment in  this country;
but | shall concentrate on creating
a society based on the principles
of buddhism—a free and just
society said the President speaking
at the prize giving of thke Vajira-
ramaya Daham Pasala—CDM. Tkhe
government has given the go-
ahead for the construction of four
new remand Prisons next year.
MP’s who engaged in the imple-
mentation of proposals under the
decentralised budget will in future
have the assistance cf a Develcp-
ment officer who will be released
for this work by the GA of the
relevant district. The government
has sapnctioned the creation of 23
additional posts in the various
departments responSible for the
conservation of national mouments
and has provided Rs. 138,430 for
this purpose—SU. Security opera-
tions are to be carried out opn a
district basis with the assistarce
of the army. navy and airferce—
VK. ©Ovyer 15000 casual workers
in government departments, cor=
porations and boards are to be
made permanerrt:-DV. The Minister
of Finance hes pointed out to the
President that the country's indust-
ries will not 'be able to compete
with the goods that are produced’
in the FTZ—ATH. Rhodesia apnoun-
ced today it is to start drafting
blacks into the armed  forces to
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fight the Patriotic Front guerillas.
The Shah's PM said today that the
martial law imposed nine days
ago foiled a major communist plot
to foment an uprising in lran—
CDN. 11,000 people lay dead today
in the rabble of Northeast Irapian
town of Jaba, flattened by an earth-
quake at suppertime last evening.
President Carter intensified pres-
sure on the leaders of Egypt and
Israel to achieve a west Asian break-
through in the final hours of the
Camp David Summit. Army Chief
General Zia Ul Haq was sworn
in as President of Pakistan yester-
day—SU.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER [9:
The Minister of Labour said yes-
terday in a statement that the
token strike on September 28
was trying to take credit for what
the government intended doing i.e.
they hoped to give a pay rise with
the next budget but the strikers
wanted to make out that they had
achieved it. President will open
the new Dumbara Campus at Pol-
golla on October |, the second
campus to be opeped after the
government assumed office. A
catholic man was among the nintey
two attorneys who took their
oaths yesterday—CDN. The price
of cattle feed would be reduced
to Rs. 800 a ton from Rs. 1000 to
1,200 and the price of milk would
" not be raised said the Mipister of
Rural Ipdustrial Development.
About 15,000 families will be set-
tled within a few weeks on ‘Maha-
weli’ land—CDM. The ADB has
officially approved a technical assis-
tance grant to Sri Lapka for the
Rural Credit Project—SU. Mr.
Kasi Anandan and SEleven other
youths who were under arrest
were released on bail but wers
re-remanded on another case that
was filed by the police—VK. The
Ministry of Education has said that
3 lakhs of people have applied for
teaching posts out of whom 3,000
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Were qualified for the posts and if
any teachers do not report for work
on the 28 these people will be
appointed  immediately—DP. 5
armed youths got away with Rs.
10,000 in cash from the Tiruneclv=li
PO yesterday afternoon. A ‘heli-
copter hunt’ was carried out yes-
terday to hunt out the ones who
robbed the PO in the Middle of
the day—EN.  The government
has decided to legzlise the system
of homeopathic medicine—LD. The
estimated annual loss of the PMB
is Rs. 10 million. The government
is thinking of stopping the sale of
the rice bought from Pakistan 2as
rice consumption has gone Uup
after the price increase in flour—
DV. Egypt and Israel have agreed
to try and sign a peace treaty within
three months; Sadat and Begin
had drawn up a' framework for
peace in the Middle East’ at the
Camp David summit meeting which
ended yesterday. Rhodesian gue-
rilla leader Robert Mugabe yester-
day accused Britain of using ‘clan-
destine and disreputable manou-
vres’ in an attempt to split the
Patriotic Front—CDN. Rhodesia’s
announcement that it is to start
forcing Africans to join its already
predomipately black security forces
received a hostile reception from
many blacks—CDM. Egypt’s Foreign
Minister Ibrahim  Kamel and
its ambaassdor to Woashington
have handed in their resignations
to President Sadat following the
Camp David West Asian agree-
ments. Government officials are
facing a major problem in draining
thousands of flood villages in Wes-
tern Indi which could become
breeding grounds for malaria—SU
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-
Legislation will soon be intro-
duced to establish a University
Grants Commission and a Upiver-
sity Services Appeal Board; such
legislation will also provide for ths
establishment, maintenance and
administration of univarsitizs
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with their campuses and faculties
a_nd other higher educational ins-
titutiops. The Secretary, Ministry
of Public Administration and Home
Affairs has sent a circular saying
among other thipgs that all those
who strike will have their posts
ﬁ“ed iﬂStantly by others_ Staps
have been taken to ensure the
smooth running of buses and traips
on September 28 said the Minis-
SeE of Transport. The JACTU which
IS planning to go ahead with the
Planned 24 hour strike is ready
for a dialogue with the govery-
ment but overtures must origi-
nate from the government said a
spokesman for the committee.
The Geperal Secrctary of the Jathika
Sevaka Adyapana Sevaka Sanga-
maya has condemnped the strike
in a statement issued yesterday.
An agreement has been signed to
establish a telephone service to
USA via satellite to London via
Trans-Atlantic telephone  cable
soon—CDN. The PM will utili e
the services of 10,000 upemployed
youths drawing the Rs. 50 dole
for the maintenance and improve-
ment of about 20,000 miles of
rural roads. The PM has directed
the Commissioner of Local Goy-
ernment to expedite the transfer
of the houses in housing schemes
set up by the local authorities to
tenants on a rent-purchase basis—
CDM. The ‘Triangle of Buddhist
monuments’ covering the area bet-
ween the three historical capitals
of Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa and
Kandy is to be developed under 2
massive 100 million rupee archaso-
logical restoration and conservation
project with UNESCO assistance.
Directives have gone to all GA's
to prepare their development pro-
grammes on a district basis and
not on an electoral basis—SU. A
warrant has been issued to arrest
the TULF candidate for Kalkudah
in connection with the boycotting
of the new constitution. News
has been received that a meeting
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in which the leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke in London ended up in
disturbance and tear gas was used;
the ones who caused the trouble
were the Tamil youth in London
who protested that the TULF lea-
dership was not working fast
enough to achieve ‘Eslam'—VK.
The CTB is now taking steps to
transfer workers as much as pos-
sible to their own villages—DM.
Paddy farmers in Mihintale, Amparai
and Batticaloa are unable to sall
their yala harvests because of a
lack of storage space. Over 12,000
passports were issued last month
and 75% of these were for India—
DY. A new nurses training school
is to be opened shortly at a cost
of Rs. 4 lakhs—LD. The world re-
acted in a swirl of emotion to the
news from the Camp David Sum-
mit that Egypt and lsracl were
mapping a new path to peace in
the Middle East; above all there
was stunned disbelizf. Judges throu-
ghout Italy started a three day strike
demanding higher pay and asked
for more public spending on courts
and prisons—CDN. PM Menachim
Begin assured the people of Israel
that the Camp David Peace agree-
ment with Egypt will assure the
security of the Jewish state with-
out sacrificing its ideals—CDM.
Israel will soon withdraw a large
number of troops from the Gaza
strip and the west bank of the
River Jordan under the compre-
hensive peace formula with Egypt.
President Carter was nominated
yesterday by Congressman Ronald
Mottle for a 1979 Nobel Peace
Prize for his mediator’s role in
the Camp David West Asia Sum-
mit—SU. The government of Sri
Lanka has appointed Dr. Lal Jaya-
wardene as Ambassador to Bel-
gium—I/DPR No. 180/78.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21I:
A crucial meeting having far reach-
ing consequences on most deve-
lopment projects under way in

South and West Asian countries
opens in Colombo on Sept 25;
it will draw administrative experts
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India,
Iran, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lapka,
The President of the World Bank,
Mr. Robert McNamara is expec-
ted here next mopth. Parliament
will today elect a pew Speaker
and Chairman of Committees whep
it meets at 2 pm. The writing of
Sri Lapka's history from 1935 to
February 4 1978 will begin today—
CDN. Mr. Apapdatissa de Alwis,
Minister of State has ordered a
probe into the activities of tha
Ceylon Hotels Corporation. The
15,000 studepts in the eight cam-
puses of the University of Sri Lapka
will have to carry their identity
cards in the campus. Plans have
been finalised to set up a Sinhala
Chamber of Commerce—CDM. Goy-
ernment  yesterday decided to
make provisien for state cmploy-
ees to stay oveir-night in their
offices on September 27 to avoid
any inconvenience or excuses for
not being able to report for work
on September 28 the day fixed
for the token strike. A complete
overhaul of the Postal Depertment
with Police assistance is to be
updertaken immediztely in view
of the losses of cheques, valuable
parcels and goods received from
abroad; estimated losses were pla-
ced at several million rupees—
SU. When the nationl flag was
hoisted on September 7 in con
nection with the new copstitu-
tion at Trincomalee Hindu Col-
lege it burned down; the Principal
and two teachers of the school
have been suspended—DP. TULF
MP’s who set out for Colombo to
talke their oath of allegiance to
the new constitution were Ssor-
rounded by a group of youths at
the railway station who pleaded
with them to refrain from taking
the cath—VK. A team of experts
from Pakistan is scheduled to ar-
rive in the island today to examine

and recommend ways and means
of improvin_ the Railway Depart-
ment on a request made by the
Minister of Transport—IDPR No 34.
The Minister of Plan Implementa-
tion has requested heads of Dept,
and corporations as weall as
secretaries to ministries pot to
employ anybody other than those
approved by the Job Bapk—LD.
Sri Lanka's first regional broad-
casting centre is to be set up at
Anuradhapura—DM. The TULF
has strongly condemned the goy-
ernmeant’s decision to use only
English and Sinhala in the courts
in the Tamil arecas—LD. The gov-
ernment has pot been able to get
a firm promis» from Capada for
its aid for the Maduru Oya pro-
j:ct—ATH. Saudi Arabia rejected
the Camp David Middle East peace
formula describing it as an up-
acceptable formula for definite pezce,
—CDM. The UN Geperal Assembly
opened its 33rd regular sessicn by
admitting its 150th member—the
Solomon islands. Rescue workers
yesterday dug out more bodies
from lIran’s worst earthquake dis-
aster; the death toll rose to 16,60C
—CDN. South African PM lJohp
Vorster anpnounced his resignation
after leading his country for 12
years. Rhodesian troops have lau-
nched an attack across the border
in Mozambique 2galnst black nationa-
list guerilla bases. Syria today
urged its allies in the front oppo-e
sed to President-Anwar Sadat’s
peace moyes to give it military
and economic aid to thwart lsrael's

Camp David agreement with
Egypt—>U.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER  22:
President teld the Government

Parliamentary Group that the goy-
ernment had informed private sec-
tor employees that they could
dzal with the employees in their
establishments who would join the
strike planned for September 28
by certain trade upions opposed
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to the government in the same
way in which the government had
decided. The PM yesterday threw
out an open challenge to the poli-
ticians behind the proposed token
strike scheduled for September 28
to try and make it a success; he
added that anyone who failed to
report for work on the 28 would
be replaced the next morning.
Mr. M. A. Bakeer Markar first
MP for Beruwala was yesterday
unanimously elected Speaker of
Parliament; Mr. Norman Widya-
ratne was elected Deputy Speaker
and Mr. Edmund Samarawickrema
Chairman of Committees—CDN. At
yesterday's meeting of the Gov-
ernment Parliamentary Group the
President cautioned all MP's to be
vigilant of attempts being made
to rouse communal tenSions at the
present juncture—CDM. Presi-
dent told Government Parliamen-
tarians that if the Tamil MP’s in
the North kept playing politics
and refused to co-operate with the
government, the goverpment sho-
uld go to the North and attepnd
to the needs of the pcople there;
he s2id the 4 million Tamils were
living in various parts of the coun-
try and that every citizen should
be free to live in any part of the
country, and that government
would settle Sinhala people in the
North and Tamil people in the
South. All galleries in Parliament
* were cleared last afternoon by
police following a bomb scare.
The proposed salary increase which
is to be granted in November’s
budget will be Rs. 120 for those
earning Rs. 360 and below and
Rs. 75 for others. TULF MP's took
thier oath of allegiance to the
constitution whert the Parliament
resumed sittings yestet'day—SU. The
price of a tractor has been increa-
sed toRs. 100,600 while the price
of a hand made tractor will be
Rs. 24,000—ATH. The Arab world’s
anti-Egyptian bloc opened a summit
meeting last night aimed at wreck-
ing the Camp David agremeents
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isolating President Sadat and forg-
ing an effective counter-balance to
Israeli military might. A West
German scientist charged yester-
day that last week’s Iranian earth-
quake which killed at least 16,000
people was caused by a Soviet
underground puclear test. A two
day m2eting of commonwealth
finance ministers opened yester-
day with a call for prompt changes
in the world economic order—
not only to help the poor but to
sustain the rich—CDN. In an emo-
tional speech to 2000 American
Jewish leaders in New York Israeli
PM Begin declared that Jerusalem
woula remain the capital of Israel
for as long as the Jewish people
shall live. The Soviet Union de-
picted the Camp David Sumnit
as a victory for Israel and a defeat
for Egypt—CDM. PM lJohn Vorster
in a statement explaining his
resignation saia that South Africa
would go ahead with 2 modified
version of its own independence
plan for the Namibian people—SU.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23:
The PM yesterday warped trade
upnion leaders behind the pro-
posed tokep, strike next weel that
reports reaching the government
indicated there were certain ele-
ments waiting to create com-
munal disturbances through a work
stoppage. Mr. B. A. layasinghe,
Special Commissioner, Colombo
Municipality died at his residence
in Colombo on Friday morning;: he
was 58. Ap island wide program
to instill a national consciousness

and patriotism among three million

school children in Sri Lanka will be
launched by the government soon.
—CDN. The PM yesterday appealed
to trade unions not to allow them-
selves to be made the pawn of
certain outside forces who appa-
rently wanted to take advantage
of the situation created by the
proposed token strike on Septem-
ber 28. JVP leader Mr. Rohana
Wijeweera yesterday dissociated his
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movement from the decision to
stage the proposed token strike
on September 28 and advised the
working class not to have faith in
trade union leaders like L. W.
Panditha, Alavi Moulana and Batty
Weerakoon—SU. The government
is considering a proposal to give
rice instead of the Rs. 50 dole to
those wiio prefer that. The Minis-
try of Higher Education hopes to
open restaurants in all the camp-
uses of the University—LD. The
US asked Saudi Arabia to back
the Camp David Middle East ac-
cords and was told that the in-
fluential oil producer wanted to
continue a dialogue on the subject.
The question of close ties with
the Soviet Union figured high on
the agenda yesterday at the Damas-
cus Summit of hardline Arab states.
—CDN.  Israeli soldiers yesterday
forcibly dismantlad ap illegal Jewish
settlement on the Jordan west
bank and were poised to break up
two others—CDM. The South
African goverpment's decision to
hold elections in MNamibia from
Noyember 20—24 was taken in dis-
regard of the UN proposals. Libyan
leader Gadafi and Yassar Arafat
the PLO Chief arrived in Jordan
from Damascus to try to make
King Husseipn side with hard line
Arabs in rejecting Egypt's Camp
David peace agreement with Is-
rael. PM Mapachim Begin rec:ived
a hero's welcome when he returped
home from the US—SU.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24:
Private sector employer's repre-
sentatives who met the Prasident
yesterday had told him that they
were prepared to consider those
who do not attend work on Sep-
ember 28 as having vacated office.
More trade upions have announced
that they will have no truck with
the cne day token general strike
being planned by opposition trade
unions.  Finance Minister Ronnie
de Me told the Commonwealth
Finance Minister’s Conference which
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opened in Montreal on Friday that
Sri Lapka's dilemma was to main-
tain the present physical quality
of life while at the same time ac-
celerating economic development
and growth. Free Sky Airways,
now seeking landing rights in Col-
ombo will offer a round air trip
to UK and back for only Rs. 4800
(160£)—S0O. The government con-
sidered the so-called token general
Strike on September 28 as a begin-
ning of an attempt to overthrow
illegally a democratically elected
governmzant; where did the Upi-
versal Declaration of trade union
rights and ILO convention endorse
such action in democratic coup-
tries; this was asked by the Presi-
dent in the course of a blunt reply
to the General Secretary of the
World Federation of Trade Unions
who had cabled the President pro-
testing against the ecision of the
government to treat the threa-
tened strike as illegal. Tight secu-
rity measures will come into effect
from tomorrow to prevent sabo-
teurs from causing damage to public
property, machinery or to the
transport servicss. 4278 out of
the 14,445 persons who appealed
to the committees appointed by
the Cabinet to probe political victi-
misation  during the previous
regime will either get their iob
back or be paid Comp=nsation or
have their pensions ephanced. The
Compulsory Service Act is to be
amended shortly with particular
reference to loopholes which medi-
ca] officers make use of to leave
the country; about sixty doctors
have apparently left the country
within the past three months
without completing their compul-
sory service period. The Minister
of Fisheries has appointed a five
member committee to recommend
a scheme for the sale of fair-priced
fish by the Fisheries Corporation—
ST. All rabble rousers and subver-
sive elements will be arrested from
today onwards; instructions to this
effect were issued yesterday by the
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IGP to all police stations through-
out the courtry. 'l'wenty five
couples in veddah territory, some
with grandchildren, who lived to-
gether as man and wife according
to their age-old customs entered
legal wedlock last wednesday. The
Minister of Labour said yesterday
that he was prepared to eapct
special legislation through parlia-
ment or by Emergency Regulations
if necessary to consider those who
do not attend work on September
28 as having vaczted office. The
Engineering Export Promotion Co-
uncil, a quasi-Indien government
body announced at the epnd of its
fact finding mission to Sri Lanka
that Indian participation in joint
ventures here within the next
three years would amount to aro-
und 30 million US dollars (45
million Rs.)—-WK. The Minister of
Agriculture speaking in Batticaloa
said that the scheme whereby
pensions would be granted to
farmers will come into effect soon
and details of this would be re-
leased to the press —VK. Tha
statement that the President made
about the goverpment going to
the Tamil speaking aress to work
for the people has apparently per-
turbed TULF MP’s; they haye
asked the government to delay
the appointment of District Minis-
ters till the leader of the TULF
raturns from abroad—CM. 32
old students who ragged freshers
of the medical faculty have beep
suspepded from attending classes—
EN. The Arab world's anti-Egyp-
tian frornt has agreed to form a
joint political ana military command
to co-ordinate moves against Israel
and Egypt after the Camp David
accords—S0. The Organisation of
African Unity called for tough
economic sanctions including ap
oil embargo against South Africa
because of its rejection of UN
proposals for a Namibia settle-
ment—WK.
MONDAY,
The government’s

SEPTEMBER 25:
machinery s

being put into top gear to synch-
Fonise with the District Mipis-
ter's administration scheme sche-
duled to come into effect during
the second week of next month.
The National Milk Board, which
comes upder the purview of the
Ministry of Rural Industrial Deye-
lopment, will hand over its Laks-
pray packing plant to the Ministry
of Trade. Work on the massive
Maduru Oya Scheme will com-
Mence with the help of one lakh
of youth who will do sramadana
work at the site; the first batch
360 drawn from vyarious parts of
Colombo I=ft yesterday morning.
Police have rounded up ap armed
gang which was terrorising places
in the NCP—CDN. The govern-
ment has banned the export of
vegetables to Middle East countries
from today; the acting Minister
of Shipping said that this would
prevent any further ipecrsases in
the price of vegetables. The Open
University which begins this year
should be an independent educa-
tional institution formulating its
own courses, conducting its own
examinations and granting its own
awards and it should be given 2
seperate grant by government; so
states a report of the committee
appointed by the Ministry of Higher
Education. While the government
is going ahead with its plans to
deal firmly with the token strike
of September 28, the rank and file
of certain trade unions which had
decided to participate in the strike
are now having second thoughts—
CDM. JVP leader Rehana Wijl
weera was struck by astone during
a disturbance at the JVP mass rally
in Jaffna last evening. The IGP
has assured all employees report-
ing to work en September 28 that
they would be afforded maximum
protection on their way to, at
their places of and while travelling
from their places of work. The
two suspects wanted in connection
with the recent bombing of the
AYRO aircraft at Ratmalana are’
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believed to have fled the coup-
try. The Minister of State has
called upon the police to assist
in curbing the influx of foreign
narcotics peddlars and hippie types
who are said to be spoiling the
tourist image of the country. Ths
Minister of cultural affairs has
announced that the Maligavila area
in the Moneragala District, where
the biggest Buddha statue in Asia
is, will be declared an archaeolo-
gical reserve  shortly—SU. The
final decision regarding the tokep
strike on September 28 will be
taken today at a meeting to be
held at Hyde Park—DP. The lea-
der of the JVP speaking in Jaffna
said that he had a very good opi-
nion of the Tamil speaking people
and even when he was in prison
it was a Tamil who helped him;
he said he will kz2ep visiting Jaffna
often and no one can stop him.
The Minister of Justice stated that
if a Tamil area ceases to exist in
this country it is because of the
TULF leaders—VK. The JVP leader
speaking in Jaffna said that they
were for salf determination rights
class distinctions were only for
capitalists and not for thz workers
and they opposed class distipctions
in whateyer form they came—EN.
The Minister of Cultural Afiairs
said that the export of historical
monuments etc will soon be ban-
ned and anyone who tries to des-
troy them will be dealt with severe-
ly. The PMB is taking steps to
sell paddy stored in warehouses
at 94 cents a pound in order to
empty the warehouses before the
Yala haryest—DV. The President
has asked the Deputy Minister of
Agriculture to take steps to stop
political interfergnce in Janawa-
sama and Land Reforng Commission
work as he had received a large
number of complaints to this effect—
DM. 45 million yards more of
synthetic textiles have to be pro-
duced for the country to become
self-sufficient in this product—LD.
Arab hardliners last night announ-
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ced they were breaking off all poli-
tical and ecopnomic relations with
Egypt. Vast crowds of Egyptians
hailed President Apwar Sadat yes-
terday as the peace maker of Camp
David and showered him with rose
petals as he returpned from the
Camp David Summit to a tumul-
tous welcome in Cairo. Parts of
Rhodesia came under martial law
yesterday by proclamation of the
transitional governmert—CDN. King
Hussein of Jordan said yesterday
a seperate peace treaty between
Israel and Egypt would seriously
affect Jordanian-Egyptian relations.
Nicaraguan guerillas who led a two
weelk rebellion in four major cities
against President Somoza took to
the hills before forces launched
fierce air raids—CDM. The lIsraeli
Cabinet accorded overwhleming app-
roval of the Camp David agreements
following a long drawn out debate
in the Cabinet—SU,

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26:
The Joint Action Committes of
trade unpions yesterday decided to
‘defer’ the 24 hour token strike
planned for Thursday after a five
hour discussicn; the decision was
upanimous; a spokesman for the
I7 TU organisations said the com-
mittee would review trade union
action later; what apparently made
them decide on a temporary can-
cellation of the work stoppage
of Sept 28 was the ‘direct illegal
threat’ held out by the govern-
ment. The Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration has offered storage space
for 5.6 million bushels of paddy
as only 20 of the 102 tanks oil in
China Bay are being used at pre-
sent by the Corporation for storing
oil and the others are free. There
are 20,000 vacapcies for teachers
in government schools and of these
3000 were for graduates s2id the
Secretary to the Ministry of Edu-
cation. Sri Lanka will soon be
establishing an Administrative Re-
forms Commission which will con-
tinually examipe and review every
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aspect of administration said the
PM.  The Jaffna District Agricul-
tural Producers Association has re-
quested the Minister of Trade
and shipping to ban the import of
onions and chillies except in the
event of acute shortage; it has
also requested the Minister to
fix a reasonable and realistic gua-
ranteed price on chillies and red
onions before the forthcoming
Maha season. Ceremonies at the
Horogolla Bandaranaike Memorial
this morning will be the highlight
of the 19th Bandaranaike Day this
year—CDN.  The government has
decided to lift the ban on private
sector imports of fertilizer. The
PM plans to construct 18,000 houses
at a cost of Rs. 348 milliop
next year. 150,000 handloom
weavers in the country face the
loss of their means of livelihood
because of the steep increase in
the price of yarn according to a
report by textile experts to the
Ministry.  The TULF leadership
which urged Tamil children to
boycott school on Sept 7th when
the new conpstitution came into
effect pow unshamedly preparzd
to take their oaths to the self same
constitution and one wondered
what logic was behind this move
said Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam Jpr. at
a meeting of the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress at Thunnalai—CDM.
Banque de L'indochine et de Suez,
the largest private bank in France
signed an agreement with the
Central Bank of Sri Lapnka Ilast
Friday to establish one of its sub-
sidiaries in this country and to
become operative from January
1979. The World Bank is to enter
into a completely new field of ope-
rations in Sri Lanka—to streamline
the customs service and gear itto
meet modern requirements es-
pecially of the proposed FTZ. The
Chief of Air Staff of the Royal Air
Force, Air Cnief Marshall Sir Michael
Beetham arrives in Sri Lapka to-
morrow on an official visit; he
will be the first RAF Chief Marshall
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to visit Sri Lanka—SU. The leader
of the JVP speaking about the stope
throwing incident in Jaffna when
he was presiding at a meeting said
that those who did it wers not
Tamils but some red shirted cha-
racters who had come from the
South—DP. The Ministry of Higher
Education has made all arrangements
to set up the open university;
UNESCO has already gifted 390
million dollars fer this project
while a Swedish firm has presented
Rs. 55 million werth of equip-
ment—LD. The withdrawal of
Jewish settlers from Sipai in ex-
change for peace with Egypt is
formally recommended by PM
Menachim  Begin. King Husseip
of lordan will shortly make a tour
of several countries for talks on
the recent Camp David accords—
SU. President Sadat sent a senpior
official to Geneva to put Egypt’s
position on the Camp David agree-
ments to King Khalid of Saudi
Arabia and try to overcome secret
opposition to the accords—CDM.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER
27: The CTB has totted up a loss
of Rs. 33.5 million during the first
three months of this year; fifty
depots have been responsible for
losses amounting to Rs. 30.1 mil-
lion during the first three months
of this year while ten depots have
shown a profit of Rs. 2.6 million;
seven depots had not sent in their
returns even by the end of July.
The CTB has paid salaries to 2,488
persons who were pot in its em-
ploy in December 1974. The
Fisheries Ministry will soon intro-
duce a local substitute for maldive
fish under a project financed by
the Norwegian government; the
substitute which retains all nut-
rients found in fish will contain
about 84% protein and will be
known as ‘Rasajeaya’. The customs
yesterday clamped down on the
large scale flow of imported goods
from Sri Lanka to Ipdia—CDN.
The Indian High Commissioner
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made an op-the-sport inspection
during the weekend of facilities
provided at Talaimapnar for re-
patriates to India. Work has be-
gun on a master plan for the deve-
lopment of the University of
Ruhupna; it is expected that the
entire scheme will cost over Rs.
150 million—CDM.  The govern-
ment is to ensure that any decision
for strike acticn in future is taken
by the rank and file of the mem-
bership of the trade upions at a
secret ballot and not by a handful
of union leaders behind closed
doors—SU. The Minister of Land
and Land Development thapnked all
workers and trade unions who
refused to join the token strike
and stood by the goverpment—VK.
The former IGP Mr. Stapley Sepa-
nayaks testifying before the Special
presidential Commission said that
the police and army during the
1971 insurgency had the permis-
sion to get rid of all bodies secretly
without informing relatives or any-
one else—DP. The government
has decided to import 345 buses
immediately from India and ano-
ther 1000 will be Imported from
Japan next year and the CTB hopes
to get Rs. 360 million from the
World Bank to develop transport
facilities. All airmail postage raste
will be increased by 25 cents from
October |. The World Bapk and
the WHO  have said that
rubber prices will improve consi-
derably in the next two or three
years as  the requirement
of rubber in the world market is
expected to increase by 1/2 mil-
lion tons—DM. The Colombo
Amenities Board on a directive of
the PM has laupched a scheme of
upgrading slum tenants houses in
Colombo—IDPR No. 55. India’s rul-
ing Japata Party will hold its first
organised election in December
since the party was formed Ilast
year. Egypt is opening direct con-
tact with lIsrasl in preparation for
peace negotiations President Anwar
Sadat announced. The Hindu and

Buddhist holy town of Gaya apd
Buddha-Gaya were submerged to-
day by a fresh wave of floods—CDN.
At least |40 people were killed
when a jetliner apnd light plape
collided and plunged in flames
onto a crowded residential area;
it was the worst disaster in US
aviation history. Vietnam said
yesterday that China has massed
large npumbers of troops and de-
ployed hupdreds of tanks and air-
crafts along their common border.
Rhodesian troops striking across
the bordesr into Mozambique are
believed to have killed hundreds
of black nationalist guerillas a
military  spokesman  said—CDM.
Martial law imposed by the Rho-
dasian government on individual
areas now covers about B09% of
the country according to an official
review. China today suspended
talks with Vietnam one day after
Hanoi accused the Chinese of using
troops, tanks and aircraft on their
common borders—SU.

+ o+ o+

SNIPPETS

The finest art, the most difficult

to learn, is the art of living.
—John Macy
—0— —0— —0O-—

One half of knowing what you
want is kpowing what you
must give up before you get
it.

—Martine Steed
—0— —0—- —0-—

Great minds discuss ideas, ave-
rage minds discuss events,
small minds discuss people.

-~Warren Fitzherbert
Yoty LI =0

Never measure the height of
a mountain until you have
reached the top. Then you
will see how low it was.

—Dag Hammarskjold
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FLOOR PRICE FOR
CHILLIES AND ONIONS

A Plea From The Jatfna District

Agricultural Producers’ Association

‘ We publish below a few selected documents sert to us by the Jaffna
District Agricultural Producers’ Association, primarily on the question |
of opiors and chillies. The Association has only recently been formed.
In our view similar independent Associations organised by farmers in
other agricultural districts will serye a long-felt need for the farming
community.

The first document is a memorandum dated September 12, 1978
submitted to the Minister of Trade and Shipping, Mr. Lalith Athulath-
mudali and to the Minister of Agriculture and Agricultural Research,
Mr. E. L. Senanayake, on the question of a floor of price for dried chillies
and red onions. The second is a copy of the Minutes of the first Com-
mittee meeting of the Association held on August 2, 1978 which
sets out clearly some of the problems confronting farmers in Jaffpa.
Third, we have estimates of the cost of production per acre for Chillies
and Onions in the Jaffna district for Maha 1978. The estimat.s were |
prepared by: Mr. S. Padmanabha, President, Jaffna District Agricultural
Producers’ Association in consultation with the following: Professor
S. Rajaratnam M.Sc (Econ) Head of the Department of Economics,

University of Sri Lanka, Jaffna Campus, and Mr. K. N. layaseelan B.Sc |

(Lond), B.Sc. Agri. (Poona) M. S. A. (Toronto) Retired D.A.E.O., Jaffna

FLOOR PRICE FOR DRIED
CHILLIES & RED ONIONS

I am addressing this appeal to
you, as President of the above
Association which at present has a
membership of 723 members.

You are aware that the Jaffna
District traditionally cultivates Red
Onions and Chillies. In the past
the marketing of these produce
was mainly done through Gov-
ernmental or Semi-Goverpnmental
organisations suchk as the CWE,
the MPCS, and the Marketing
Department at guaranteed prices
fixed by the Government. In the
recent past labour wages and other
agricultural inputs have gone up
in Rupee value and the Guaran-
teed Price Scheme for these pro-
duce no longer operates, and the
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—Ed.
prevailing prices are much higher
than the original guarapteed prices.
These prices vary with the supply
and demand. When such a condition
prevailed the Governpment impor-
ted buffer stocks of chillies and
onions and thereby increased
the supplies. The result was a
fall in prices. The chillie cultivators
abandoned their  chillie crop
after a first few picks, and the ac-
reage under onions diminished as
the cultivators feared that it would
be uneconomical to carry on with
these crops in the context of the
Import Policy of the Government.

Sir, as the President of the above
Association, | am earpestly appeal-
ing to you to—

|I. To ban imports of onions and
chillies except in the event of
the acute shortage.

Cost Of Production

2. To fix a reasonable and realistic
guaranteed price for Grade |
chillies and Red Onions before
the forthcoming Maha Seasop,

3. To orgapise a marketing syg-
tem with accessible purchasing
points whereby individual far-
mers will be in a position to sel|
his preduce direct to a goverp-
mental or semi-goverpnmental or-
ganisation thereby eleminating
the middleman.

| may m:3ption in this connectiop
that the Hop'ble Jupnior Mipister
for Trade S. Amarasiri in his re-
cent visit to Jaffna has seepn per-
sonally the conditions unaer which
farmers produce these crops. He
also had discussions in various
places Various bodies had given
him figures for cost of production.
so that he could arrive at the solu-
tion which while being beneficial
to the copsumers will also be help-
ful for promoting local production
of chillies and onions.

| am addressing this appeal in
the fervent hope that some quick
decision will be taken before the
forthcoming season which will ease
the upcertainities in the minds of
the farmers in Sri Lanka who grow
these crops so that they could go
ahead in the planning and produc-
tion of chillies and onions for the
people of this country and the
greater good of the country with
confiaence.

The Peninsula and the pnear main-
land produces 65% of the chillies
and 90% of the onions produced
in the country. The total area
under these crops would amount
to about 15% to 20% of the natio-
nal acreage. The high productivty
in the North is entirely due to
lift irrigation, high inputs, inten-
sive care and personal manage:
ment. While productivity is high,
the costs are also proportionatzly
higher, and unlike his Southern
counterparts who may cultivate
the two crops as subsidiary to paddy
or in chenas, the Northern farmer
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Cost of Production

is solely dependent on market
galdening confined to one or two
crops. It is therefore the North-
ern farmer who determines the
market price of the two commo-
dities. If the Northern farmer
should be given the inducement
of an adequate price, he will sus-
tain production at the present level
and if he has a bigger margin of
profit, he may increase his input
and increase production even to
the point of complete self suffi-
ciency. If the price is not satis-
factory, he may substitute other
crops which may result in a natio-
nal clalamity.

From every point of view, self
sufficiency, conservation of forzign
exchange, employment and earn-
ings of farmers at large, a guaran-
teed price will have beneficial
effects.

MINUTES OF THE FIRST
COMMITTEE MEETING OF

THE JAFFNA DISTRICT
AGRICULTURAL PRODU-
CERS’ ASSOCIATION

I. The first committee meeting
was held on Wednesday the 2nd
August 1978 at 10 a.m. at the Farm
School, Thirunelvely with Mr. S.
Padmanabha in the Chair. Eleven
Executive Committee members were
present.

2. The minutes of the inaugural
meeting were read and confirmed.

3. The Chairman addressed the
Committee on the present state of
the distribution of Agro Chemi-
cals and Fertilisers. He stated
that Jaffna District uses more Ferti-
lisers and Agro Chemicals for
subsidiary food crops and paddy
compared to other districts. It
was regrettable that traders were
adulterating Fertilisers with dust,
ash etc. and that the quality of
Agro Chemicals sold by them was
also poor. The prices of these
products vary from place to place
and time to time. The Chairman
suggested that to safeguard the

17

farmers' interest the Ministry of
Agriculture and Research should
authorize only certain registered
dealers to trade in this product
and that their business should be
supervised and any adulterated
products should be confiscated and
such dealers severely punished. Mr.
S. K. Velauthapillai moved that
this be brought to the potice of
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Research for necessary goy-
ernmental action and this was
seconded by Mr. K. E. Kumarasamy
and was unanimously accepted by
the Committee.

4. Mr. S. Thambiayah proposed
that farmers at present were get-
ting Rs. 6 to 7 for a pound of dried
chillies whereas the cost of pro-

duction was almost Rs. 9[- per
pound. And therefore the Hon’ble
Minister of Agriculture and the

Minister of Trade should rectify
this anomaly by fixing a reason-
able and realistic guaranteed price
per pound of Grade | dried chil-
lies. This was seconded by Mr.
Jeyagunaratnam and was Unani-
mously accepted by the Committez.

5, Mr. Thambiaiyah proposed that
the Honp'ble Minister of Agricul-
ture and Honp’'ble Minister of Trade
fix a reasonable and realistic
guaranteed price for onions as
otherwise the cost of production
including the high cost of seed
and the intensify of labour will
make it upprofitable for producers
to continue raising this crop. This
was seconded by Mr. Arasaratnam
after much discussions as to the
fixing of this low floor price it
was yet decided by he Committee
that for a beginning they will abide
by this floor price.

6. Mr. K. E. Kumarasamy pro-
posed that in the Jaffna District
since potato cultivation is con-
fined to one season Which com-
mences in Mid-November, it was
very essential that seed potatoes
be made available from 15th No-
vember to early December and
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that since in the past seed potatoe
distribution was mismanaged 03
was very necessary that the dis-
tribution be handled by the MPCS
and APC at village level under
the supervision of the AGA and
A.l. This was seconded by Mr.
P. Sittampalam and unanimously
accepted.

7. Mr. S. Pathmanabha proposed
that the ‘Association request the
Goyernment Agent to invite a
representation of this Association
to participate in the Jaffna District
Agricultural Committee meetings.
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This was seconded by Mr. P. Sit-
tampalam and unanimously ac-
cepted.

8. Mr. K. E. Kumarasamy pro-
posed that this Association thank
the Jaffna Lions Club for the help
it rendered to form this Association
and the financial help given to this
Association. his Asscciation also
extends its warmest thapks to Mr.
Lionel Fernando, Goverpment Agent
Jaffna, and to Mr. K. Siva Murthi-
lingam, DAEO laffna, for all assis-
tanice and help rendered in form-
ing this Association.  This was
seconded by Mr. P. Sittampalam
and upanimously accepted. The
Chairman directed that a copy of
this proposal be sent to lJaffna
Lion’s Club with Association’s
Warmest thanks.

CHILLIES — COST OF PRO-

DUCTION PER ACRE FOR
MAHA 1978
I. Land Preparation :
Disc ploughing/
Mamoty work 200.00
Tyne Tilling/
Mamoty work 160.00
Main channel 60.00
2. Manure and Manuring
3 lorry loads of Farm
manure & Transport
@, 1100/- per lorry
load 3300.00
Unloading and
spreading 200.00
Tyning/Mamoty mixing 160.00
3. Planting
cost of plants—
20,000 seedlings at
2 cts per plant “  400.00
Lining and marking 60.00
Planting 224.00
Hand watering 3 times
per day for one week 300.00
2 cwts urea application
and stirring 260.00
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4. Furrow lIrrigation
Opening furrows and

ridges 160.00

4 cwts of chillies

mixture application &

stirring 380.00
5. Bed Irrigation

Mamotying the areas,

making beds and

channels 160.00

4 cwts chillie mixture,

application & stirring 380.00

2 cwts urea application

and stirring 264.00

Loosening soil and h?nd :

500.00

waeding (4 times)

6. lrrigztion and Distribution of
Water by Contract
Irrigation including
pump hire and turning

water 2600.00

7. Pest and Disease Control

Components of spray:
l. Insecticides

Cost of 16 0z.—90/-
2. Fungicide

Cost of 16 0z—40/-
3. Miticide

Cost of 16 oz—12/-
Labour cost per
sprayer 1/-
Average spraying for

6 months 25 times 2500.00
(Spraying 40 gallons
per acre)

8. Harvesting
8 picks @ 25 women
per pick (labour
Rs. 6/- per day) 1200.00
Drying, Grading etc 350.00
9. Rent of Land
on Lease 1200.00

15,018.00

Yield per acre
is 15 cwts. 15,000.00

Cost per cwt 1000/-

Cost per Ib 8.93

NB. The interest of 149 on the Bank
loan for capital investment is not

included in the C.O.P.

Cost - Of Productton

ONIONS—COST OF CULTI-

VATION PERACRE FOR
MAHA 1978.
i. Land Preparation

Disc ploughing/

Mamoty work 200.00

Tyne Tilling/

Mamoty work 160.00

Main channal 60.00

2. Manure and Manuring

Two lorry loads farm

yard manure @ 1100 per

lorry load 2200.00

Unloading and spreading  200.00

Tying/Mamoty mixing 160.00
3. Planting

20 cwts @ 250

percwt 5000.00

Making beds and

channels 320.00

Planting labour 324.00
4. After care

3 weeding (hand

weeding by women)

40 women per weed-

ing @ 6/- labour (240/-)  720.00

Fertiliser 6 cwts

@ 85/- 510.00
Labour for application 60.00
5. Pes: and disease control

Insecticides and

Fungicid=s 600.00

250.00

Labour for spraying

6. Irrigation and distribution

of water
Pump Hire and

Turning water 1200.00
7. Harvesting :
Labour for harvesting 250.0
Preparing for market 500.00
8. Rent of Land
on lease 300.00
12,914.00
Yield 100 cwts per acré
but this includes a
driage reduction of 15%.
Hence net yield
is 85 cwts I2,9l4.00_
Cost per cwt 151.93
Cost per Ib 1.35
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A Point Of View

ISSUES, SOLUTIONS

TRENDS»-3

OF CABBAGES
AND KINGS

by
Shirley J. Payoe

THE NATIONAL EFFORT: Rea-
ders—boned up on our history will
now be ready with answers to our
cosmic poser: WVas therea 25-year
period in our history during which
a sustained national effort was
made to develop the country!
What we had in mind was a long-
term effort unconnected with raze,
religion, language and tank-build-
ing. Leafing through history books,
we come across several rulerships
of over 25 years. That child of
destiny, Pandukabhaya who built
Anuradhapura, ruled for a bibilical
70 years, Devanampiya for 40,
Elara for 44 years while Dutu-
gemunu had a stint of only 24 years,
However, their stories are misted
with folklore.

During 09-1508 AC, a period of
1499 years, less one of interregnum,
we had 138 reigns, not counting
rulerships of less than a week but
including those of two horse dea-
lers, one door keeper znd anym-
phornaniac who somehow managed
to gain footholds on the throne.
This gives our sovereigns be-
fore the advent of the foreigner
an average stint of 10.86 years
on the throne, which is more than
double the 5-year cycle of leader-
ship that has prevailed under the
party-system in the  post-inde-
pendent era. Only one recent
government has lasted for 7 years
and that has come to be recorded
as a period of copstitutional blight.

In fact, during 09-1508 AC there
were |4 monarchs who ruled for
over 25 years, not coupting those
who missed the set term by a few
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months. These 14 kings aggregated
522 years which is nearly a third
of the 1498 years under study.
In other words, this means a rea-
sonable probability of our anciept
kings ruling for over 25 years. A
startling fact is that, by comparison,
our modern constitutions guarap-
tee that no rule lasts for more
than 6 years; especially because the
‘free exercise of the vote’ ensures
that a change of the political pillows
take place for every npick in the
neck that the voter feels could be
cured by a change in the govern-
ment.

With  history thus reduced to
mere statistics, let us proceed to
fill the blanks in the review. The
average reign per monarch was
as short as 10.86 years not because
of virus, coronoraries and old age
which got at our kings, but be-
cause the reigns were cut short
by the court intrigues of royal
brothers, nephews, uncles, aunts,
consorts clansmen and chieftans.
The Uvarajahs who ruled the
provinces on behalf of the Maha-
rajahs in the capital harboured
thoughts of grandeur and often
sought foreign predators to sup-
port their unfounded claims. The
chieftains sold their loyalties like-
wise for more extended privi-
leges to anyone willing to buy
their political merchandise. Mean-
time, the multiplicity of wives our
kings had (as a pastime and a pre-
caution against barreness on the
part of the official queens) led the
‘unofficial queens’ to try to sup-
press the royal blood line. Family
bandyism is nothing new and was
a practice dating from ancient
times.

When we turn from ancient
history to the modern there is
no escape from the fact that poli-
tical posturing today has evolved
into a fine lucrative art. Contempt
would make us list the antics of
politicos who live by hoisting slo-
gans before voters, but pity pre-

vents us from doing so. Readers
can do this job for us by drawing
instances from thzir own expe-
riences.

Suffice it to point out that in
every opposition we haye had in
Parliament there has always been 2
political elements which assumed,
by design or by accident, a vulture’s
role. Each and every opposition
party has sought opportunities to
embarass, sabotage, subvert or top-
ple the existing party in power
rather than to suggest, evaluate,
modify and constructively criticise
any long-term plans in operation.
This peculiar system led to a class
of professional carrion eaters who
hoped to thrive on the national
difficulties, embarrassments and
de-stabilisations. The overall wal-
fare was of little concern to them.
The second startling fact arises
from the situation which enables
a negative-role-playing opposition
to receive a monthly salary and an
eventual pension. The rationale
behind tnis beats us!

We hope readers will readily
find evidence that post-independent
politicos had (like our kings of
yore) become victims of a system
which compelled them to place
their survival ahead of the welfare
of the general citizens and ahead
also of national priorities.  The
effect of this political tendency was
to saddle the country with a mons-
trous welfare system of subsidies
for the rich and the poor alike,
from the cradle to the grave with
direct and indirect handouts, which
was completely unworkable. If a
system was required to destroy
the national ®*economy, to upder-
mine wotk—attitudes, to destroy
quality in schools, hospitals and
offices, nothing better than this
same system devised by the poli-
ticians could have been found. When
the system was tied up with favou-
ritism, language and race, it ac-
complished the destruction of the
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national structure, both in the
public and private sector, within
a very short time.

It is against this background
that we wish to stress the
immense value of the nation-
building role assumed by the
President. Out of all the poli-
ticians, he zlone had asked and
planned for such a role at the
polls. Now with 41 MPs out
cf 150 he and his party have
got the job of reconstruction.

At the time of writing, just 365
days after the polls, he has done
the ipitial spade work and gene-
rated a groundswell of enthusiasm
for his long-term  development
plans. Good. We wish him luck
in the many tasks that now lie
ahead.

We believe that a mutation in
the political genetic code alone
could have led to the evolution of
such a personage as the President
who stands well above narrow
sectarianisms and commop tri-
vialities as he surveys and plans
the future welfare of the nation.
We salute him today for that. We
believe that production is the key
to our development and we there-
fore commend to him a simple
and effective Japanese principle of
management: ‘“‘Double pay, for tre-
ble output.”

We also believe that all work
andclow pay makes Punchi Appu-
hamy a very glum man indeed.
Forty years of mouthing leftists
slogans—as well as rupnning wild
on May Days—have got our workers
nowhere. The President and his
party can ensure that the take-
home hire is rational and worthy
of the worker........ .

Port Cargo Corporatian: On
Ist August the Port of Colombo
celebrates the completion of its

20th Year of operation. We are
happy to record this.
Nationalised in 1958, the Port

was soon allowed to fall into the
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doldrums typical of government
undertakings. It became the para-
dise of shirkers, touts and tor-
mentors of those who had any
business discharging or loading
cargo. It became the playground
of the upper crust trade union
tacticians who visited thzir offices
only to draw their monthly sala-

ries. Pilferers and thugs ruled an
area wnich had a direct bear-
ing on the national economy.

However, no one bothered when
the country’s image was tarnished
in international shipping circles;
no one noticed the valuable cargo
that rotted in the port or the
demurrage which sometimes
mounted above the f.o.b. value of
the goods being imported.

When the tough-minded Minis-
ter of Shipping & Tourism, Mrs.
Wimala Kannanagara, put an end to
this madpess in the Ports she
accomplished a man-sized job. She
gave us a strike-free X'mas last
December and together with the
equally tough-minded Chairman of
the Port Cargo Corporation, Mr.
D. P. R. Rajapakse, she set about
pulling the ports back into shape.
Their work of re-structuring the
port was simplified by the active
co-operation of all workers, in-

cluding port labour who form
the backbone of any port. Our
information is that the Port

of Colombo has made a handsome
profit, although Galle and Trin-
comalee still continue to operate
at a loss. When the Single Ports
Authority gets into swing, we
can expect further improvements.

CHRIST IN THE Ex CHANGE
CONTROL: Ever heard of a
Christ in the Exchange Control?
We have. We have been told
about him by several parties. Maybe
if you need exchange in a rush,
for an emergency, you should try
to locate him. We have ourselves
never applied for f.e and do not
see possibilities of our doing so.
When you are really in a rush, is

A Point Of View

when you really begin to think thzt
tne little sharks and vultures that
hover around an office can ba of
help. But that is also the time when
dzlays seem deliberately plapnned
to humiliate and harrass you,
When you get this sinking feeling,
dont scatter bakshi, just try to
Jocate Christ.

Be warned, however. We are
also told that this gentleman can
like a Police narcotic dog, spiff
out the rogue, racketeer or
fraud! He has little time, so be
brief and to the point when you

meet him. Just ask for Mr. A. R.
Fernando.
ENOUGH. Well, that's that.
Enough is enough.

o o o

THE WORLD TODAY

Nicaragua:

Middle East

DICTA-
AGAINST

NICARAGUA: A
TOR'S WAR
PEOPLE

THE SITUATION IN NICARA-
GUA CONTINUES TO turn
against the dictarotial rule of Pre-
sident Anastasio Somoza, Forces
opposed to the Somoza regime
virtually controlled the entire north-
west Nicaragua for a number of
days. The rebels have withdrawn
but have not been defeated. The
struggle as is known, was touched
off by the daring raid of Sandinist
guerillas on the national palace
forcing the release of a large group
of politcal prisoners. The reta-
liation launched by the Somoza
regime following this has now igni-
ted a war between the forces
opposed to the Somoza regime
and the loyalist troops. Regular
fighting started on September I
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The guerillas are not fighting
lone. The Fronte Ampilo—the
Board Front—a political organisa-
tion that includes various democra-
tic parties, has since taken up the
cause and transformed the fight
into a popular uprising. It had
given a call for strike to the Nica-
raguan workers which it began on
August 25.

Who is this Somoza and why
are the people so opposed to him?
Somoza is a crony of the US ad-
ministration. He graduated from
the West Point (USA) military
academy in [1957. The Somoza
family has been ruling the country
from many years now. During his
father’s regime, the present Somo-
za became the commander-in-chief
of the Nicaraguan troops and after
the death of his father, he himself
became the ruler. Now his son is
leading the Nicaraguan army—in
true family tradition.

According to the Latin American
press, the dictator has the blood
of over 20,000 Nicaraguan patriots
on his hands. Venezuelan news-
paper Ultimas Noticias reported
recently that the Somoza family
has had killed hundreds of thou-
sands of people. For Somoza law
and order means the right to rule
his country as if it were his fief.
The dictator coptrols 85 per cent
of the national economy, while
the Nicaraguan people pine in ab-
ject poverty and have no economic
or political rights. Altogether
36 per cent of the self-employed
population are jobless and 70 per
cent illiterate, In such districts as
Matagalpa and Jinotega illiteracy
is total. The infant mortality rate
is 130 per 1,000.

Any discontent is ruthlessly sup-
pressed. The pational guards tor-
ture women, old people and child-
ren. Repression is used against
political and trade upion leaders,
students, intellectuals and clergy,
in short, against all those who
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in one way or other disagree with
the policy pursued by the regime,

Somoza maintains two special
batallions to victimise his oppo-
nents. They kill rebels without
charge or trial. Citizens who are
Suspected of contacts with gue-
rillas are buried alive, In con-
centration camps prisoners are de-
nied water and food, bound up
with barbed wire, tortured with
electricity and hung by their arms
from the ceiling.

In 1977 US military aid to Nica-
ragua was estimated at 3 milliop
dollars, whereas this year the
Somoza regime has already got a
credit of |2 million dollars. The
US Congress is goirg to consider
now a bill on a 150,000 dollar sub-
sidy for the military training of
the Nicaraguan national guard.

—Sadhan Mukherjee in New Age,
New Delhi, 24/9/78

MIDDLE EAST: ARAB
REACTICNS

The countries of the Arab “Front
for Steadfastpness and Confronta-
tion” announced here last night
they were breaking all economic
and political relations with Egypt.
The break was apnounced in a
communpique at the end of a con-
ference called to try to updo the
results of the Camp David agree-
ments between Egypt and Israel.
The Front consists of four coun-
tries (Algeria, Libya, Syria, and
Southern Yemen) plus the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO).
A ‘“declaration of principle” ac-
companying the final communique
said the Front had decided to form
a “high command'. The four
heads of State and the PLO lea-
der would meet every six months,
or whenever the need arose, and
would decide cn setting up a “uni-
fied military command.” The Front
members also asked in their com-
mupique that the headquarters of
the Arab League be moved from
Cairo to some other country.

The Front assigned Syrian Pre-
sident Hafez El-Assad to make con-
tact with the Soviet Union to
examine ‘‘the possibility of streng-
thening the USSR’s ties with the
Front so as to re-establish the
military and political balance in
the region.” Mr. Assad was also
to make a tour of Arab capitals
to explain the Front's decision
and to work up a maximum of
support for the hardliners. The
Syrian Presidents hould also see
whether a summit meeting could
be called, convening all Arab ccun-
tries except Egypt. The com-
munique invited other Arab na-
tions to join the Fropt to foil “‘the
American - Egyptian - Zionist  plot.
It said they should “shoulder their
responsibilities and teke firm atti-
tudes toward the defeatist results
of Camp David.”

The Front stressed the need to
support the PLO as the only legi-
timate representative of the Pales-
tinian people. |t called the results
of Camp David “illegal’ because
‘“they do not recognise Arab and
Palestinian rights.””  Turning to
Lebanon, the Damascus conference
reaffirmed support for “its unity,
its Arabism, and its independence.”

As the Front members ended
their “summit’’, which began here
Wednesday night, Mr. Assad viru-
lently attacked Egyptian president
Anwar Sadat for having perpetra-
ted “‘the miost horrible crime ever
committed”’ in putting his signa-
ture opn the Camp David agree-
ments. He said Mr. Sadat had not
only made separate agreements
with Israel “but also sold Arab
land and sold out the Palestinian
cause.”” JHe added that he hoped
to see the day when Egypt would
rejoin ‘‘the Arab rapks to carry
out its natiopal obligations."”

Saudi Arabia has told the Uni-
ted States there can only be peace
in West Asia if there is a com-
prehensive settlement involving all
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the parties to the conflict, the offi-
cial Saudi Press Agency said in
Rivadh to-day. It said the Sandi
position had been put to the US
Secretary of State, Mr. Cyrus Vance.
The Saudi agency, quoting an offi-
cial Foreign Ministry source, said
Saudi leaders questioned Mr. Vance
about the failure of the Camp David
agreement to mention Jerusalem.

King Hussein of Jordan said in
Amman on Saturday that a sepa-
rate peace treaty between Egypt
and lIsrael could seriously affect
Jordanian-Egyptian relations. He
added he would npot close any
doors that might lead to a compre-
hensive peace settlement between
the Arabs and israel. He also de-
nied press reports that he had
been subjected to pressures from
Mr. Vanc:, to take 2 favouroble posi-
tion on the Camp David agreement
or from hardline Arab States to
reject them. At a press conferepce
he again reiterated conditions un-
der which Jordan was ready to
join in peace talks and said he would
not bargain on Palestinian rights.
The King listed conditions for a
just and comprehensive peace, in-
cluding totzl Israeli withdrawal
from the occupied Arab territo-
ries, recognition of Palestinian
rights and the return of Israeli-
occupied Jerusalem to Arab sove-
reignty. He rejected the idea of
the internationalisation of Jerusalem
insisting that this should not apply
to the Arab sector alone but to
the Jewish sector as well. Presi-
dent Sadat has no right to feel
more concerned over the West
Bank than we do’’, the King said.

The United States President, Mr.
Jimmy Carter, said‘v on Saturday
in Aliquippa, Pennsylvania: that up-
less the Palestinians and King
Hussein joined West Asia peace
talks, “the progress we can make
will be limited.” But Mr. Carter
said Egypt's President pledged to
him in writing to contipue nego-
tiations on the status of the Pales-
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tinians and the West Bapk even if
Jordan withholds its support. Mr.
Carter said he hoped a self-govern-
ing Palestinian authority on the
West Bank could be set up in the
next two or three months, 2s soon
as Egypt and lIsrael concluded the
peace treaty they committed them-
selves to at the Camp David sum-
mit.

President Sadat, riuing in an
open limotsin2, received an exu-

berant hero’s welcome home from:

the Camp David surmit on Satur-
day from more than 100,000 Egyp-
tians. Dancers whirled on the side-
walks, women gave the ululating
cry of victory and banners strung
across the motorcade route pro-
claimed the Egyptian leader a
“hero of peace.” The entire Cabinet
all members of Parliament and a
delegation of foreign diplomats
greeted Mr. Sadat after his aircraft
touchea down after a four-and-
one-half hour flight from Morocco.
Mr. Sadat flew from Morocco to
Cairo via Spain and ltaly, a route
that carefully avoided the Libyan
air space.

In Tel Aviv several hundred
right-wing demonstrators rallied out
side Prime Minicter Menachem
Begin’'s home early to-day to pre-
test against the Camp David ac-
cords, Israel Radio reported.

The protesters were stopped by
security officers about 50 metres
from Mr. Begin’'s doorstep.

After being hustled away from
the Prime Minister’'s house, some
of the demonstrators gathered out-
side Interior Minister Joseph Burg’s
house. Mr. Burg is a member of
the MNational Religious Party.

Some protestors tried to climb
the stairs to Mr. Burg’s home and
were arrested, the radio said.

Speaking in Jerusalem at a closed
door meeting of her Labour Party,
former Israel Prime Minister Golda
Meir criticised the peace accords

The World Today

saying she would have handled
things differently.

—Reuter, Damascus 24/9/78

EGYPT:
SADAT

In a bitter attack on President
Anwar Sadat, an Egyptian left-wing
Oppositiopn party declared today that
the Camp David peacz agreements
with Israel could set off civil wars
in the Middle East. The Unionist
Progressive Party (UPF) accused
the Egyptian leader of going back
on promises that he would pot
establish diplomatic relations with
the Jewish State before a full Israeli
withdrawal from occupied Arab
territories. The UPP said that
under the Camp David accords,
Egypt would establish full relations
with lsrael within three to nine
months 2fter only a partial lsraeli
withdrawal from the Sipai desert.
The agreements reached batween
President Sadatand Israeli Premier
Menachem Begin 10 days ago could
start ‘racial, sectarian and tribal
conflicts and even civil wars ip
which the Lebanese civil strife
would be trivial in comparison,’ the
Opposition party declared in a
statement. ‘President Sadat has
repeatedly stated that the ques-
tion of relations with Israel has to
wait for at l2ast apother gepera-
tion,” the UPP said.

OPPOSITICN TO

The Opposition party made the
iropic point that Egypt could be
establishing diplomatic links with
Isracl at a time when its relations
were severed with hardline Arab
states opposed to the Camp David
deal. ““We must remember that
over!.5million Egyptians..are work-
ing in the Arab countries’, the
UPP said. Then it posed this ques-
tion: ‘What happens if all or some
Arab states impose an economic
boycott on Egypt? The Opposition
party described the agreements
as an insult to Egypt's soverei-
gnty. In debating the Camp David
accords, it said, the Egyptian parlia-
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ment must hear evidence from
Ismail Fahmi and Mohammed Ibra-
him  Kamel—the two Foreign
Ministers who resigned in protest
against President Sadat's peace ini-
tiative.

—PTC-Reuter, Cairo, 28/9/78

ISRAEL:
KNESSET AFPPROVES

Prime Minpister Menachem Begin
said early yesterday the Camp
David agreements had halted the
cycle of West Asia war—"may
be for five years, may be for 10
years, may be for 50 years.” The
Israeli Knesset (Parliament) app-
roved the Camp David accords
early today after a marsthon de-
bate. The vote was 85 in favour,
19 against and 16 absentees. The
Israeli leader was winding up a
marathon Knesset (Parliament) de-
bate on the accords reached at the
Camp Dayvid summit and cn the
Egyptian demand for Jewish set-
tlers to be pulled out of Sinai.
After 16 hours of discussicn in which
he was frequently taunted for
abandoning his former insistznce
that the Sipai settlements could
not be moved, Mr. Begin took
the rostrum and said: “What is
different this night from all other
nights? It is that on all other nights
we battled for ceasefires but the
war remained. This night we are
discussing a peace agreement.’’ Ear-
lier in the session Mr. Begin had
flinched in open discomfort as for-

mer supporters accused him of
betraying the Ziopist cause. A
short while before his speech,

Mr. Begin heard the fiery nationa-
list Mrs. Geula Cohen hurl out the
taunt: ““How many promises have
you mde and not kept?'’ But Mr,
Begin brushed the criticism aside.
“Let’s unite,” he urged Knesset
members. “Let’s take the good
with the bad. I dop’t deny there
are dangers, risks. But if Egypt
leaves the circle of war, Syria can-
not attack us because she knows it
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will be suicide and Jordan capnot
attack us because she knows that
the Hashemite kingdom would lose
its crown."’

—Reuter, Jerusalem, 28/9/78

CAMP DAVID:
US PRESS OPINICNS

.-A map, let alone a paticp, sel-
dom moves with any one motive.
Both Egyptian President Sadat and
Israeli Prime Minister Begin carry
with them a lifetime of persopal
history and generations of natiopal
experience. While it would be
foolish to dismiss the persopal
and emotional impulses this creates,
the true accompliskment at Camp
David was to reach an agreement
solidly based in the national in-
terests of the two countries. If
the agreements zre carried out,
Israel will get peace and friendly
relations with the only one of its
neighbours capable of mounting
an Army powerful enough to threa-
ten its exXistence. Egypt will get
the return of its lost territories
in the Sinai. This is the essential
bargain on which the agreements
rest, and the less other issues are
allowed to iptrude, the better the
prospects for peace........

—Woall Street Journal, 22/5/78

..The compromise is so compli-
cated and fragile that it may be
prudent now to avoid big splashy
conclusions about where it will lead
and instead stick to some simple
facts. We will not know for some
time what was accomplished—that
depends on the reaction of many
others—but we do know what was
avoided or at least postponed.
Before this meeting, the legalistic
ministerial meetings were loitering
down into a crisis of hopeless frus-
tration. There is reason for be-
lieving, for example, that if the
meetings had collapsed in failure,
Begin would have been under severe
pressure to intervene massively
in the Lebanese war, with a pros-

pect of a major clash betweep the
Israeli and Syrian Air Forces.

Instead, Carter departed from
his preparad text before the Con-
gress to apnoupce that Sadat and
Begin had agreed with him on the
helicopter ride back to Washington
to work together with other
nations in a pnew effort to resolve
the Lebanese tragedy. There are
many other complicated tapgles
to be unraveled in the carefully
ambiguous words of the Camp
Dzvid documents, which will be
discussed here later, but for now,
at the very least, there is a revival
of hope and of respect for the
leadership of President Cart.r, who
has given peace another chance
in the Middle East.

Washington Star,
20/9/78

—James Reston:

..For all the public posturing
and political manouvering that we
are lik:ly to witness in the weeks
and months ahead, it seems cer-
tain that Arab leaders nonetheless
are quietly assessing the new de-
velopments. If Egypt goes ahead
and concludes a peace treaty with
Israel, as is likely and then pro-
ceeds to negotiate self government
for the Palestinians in the West
Bank, are they to be left out? What
is the alterpative to taking what
may, at best, be an imperfect open-
ing but is nonetheless an opening!
Suspect that Jordan and Saudi
Arabia, for all their present mis-
givings, will in the end, see the
merit of joining a negotiating proces.

Admittedly, Israel has not given
what the Arabs want most: a pro-
mise to relinquish sovereignty
over the West Bapk, including
East Jerufalem. But it has, for
the first time, recognized that the
Palestinians do have ‘legitimate
rights" and has agreed to deal
with the future status of this oc-
cupied land (implying the status
could be changed), and accepted
the principal of self-government..
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The genius of the Camp David
Summit was to distinguish bet-
ween things that could be settled
now and things that had to be left
for settlement later. That seems
like a simple matter, but | think
it explains what made the Sum-
mit agreement possible at this
time and—more important—what
gives it such great promise for
leading eventually to full Arab-
Israeli peace.

It is said, cynically, that the
Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty could
be drafted only by providing Presi-
dent Apwar Sadat with a West
Bank figleaf so that he could defend
himself against charges of selling
out his fellow Arabs, especially
Palestinians. It is said, critically,
that the West Bank-Gaza provi-
sions are so flimsy as to virtually
invite the unwrapping of the whole
Camp Da id package. But | would
argue that the West Bank-Gaza
“framework’’ is not a figleaf, or
at least it need not be, and it is not
at all certain to fail. Rather, it is a
brilliant vehicle ensuring that the
time bought by putting it into the
Summit package will be put to
good use.

| think it has to be conceded
that the Woest Bank problem
could not be solved now. It's too
hard. There's too much emotion.
That, in any event, turnsd out to
be. the common judgment of the
three Summit principles. It is not
only that Carter was unwilling to
risk the severe political and dip-
lomatic hazards of squeezing lsrael.

It is also that there is, so far no
Palestinian partner. The problem
had to be put off..It is extremely
encouraging that nbt only the
Americans at the summit* but both
Begin and Sadat as well understand
the nature and the special require-
ments of the process to which they
have submitted themselveson the
West Bank. One part of Begin—
the unattractive and alarming part

—compels him to overplay his hand, :
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to  insist that he yielded nothing of
consequence, to push Sadat’s nose
into the Egyptian's supposed con-
cessions. But another part leads
him to grant that time will indeed
make a difference on the West
Bank apnd that patterns of living
together will develop and make a
political difference in ways that
cannot now be foreseen. ‘“‘Reality
will speak,”” he says.

It will make increasingly little
difference, | feel, that Begin has
deep religious convictions about
“Judea” and “‘Samaria.”’ The Sinai
example of withdra wal-for- peace-

is bound increasingly to pene-
trate lsraeli perceptions of the
West Bank. By agreeing to sus-

pend West Bapk settlement for
a certain period, Begin heas broken
the crucial barrier he has ack-
nowledged—and better in deed
than in word—that progress to-
ward peace takes priority over
Jewish settlement. And, of course
he may leave office.

Sadat openly professes his reliance
on the passage of time to induce
compromise on points that, if
pressed now, can produce only
disagreement. Begin ‘‘should have
evaded” the post-Summit dispute
over settlements, Sadat said Tues-
day. “Don’t hammer on this
problem now."” A Palestinian State,
he added, “we will discuss in two
years. Let the !sraelis feel secure.
Let us remedy this anxietly of
theirs.” For his pains some ac-
cuse him of dodging the issue. |
think he is showing profound ins-
sight. That way lies peace........

—Stephen Rosenfeld,
in Wasnington Post, 22/9/78

CAMP DAVID:
ARABS BETRAYED

As we know, the |3-day diplomatic
marathon between US ' President
Jimmy Carter, President’Sadat of
Egypt and Israel’s Premier. Begin
resultad in the adoption of two

The World Today

documents. The First one, called
the “Framework For The Conclu-
sion Of A Peace Treaty Betweepn
Egypt And Isreel, practically takes
out Egyptiap-Israeli relations from
the general context of Middle East
problems.  Not surprisingly, the
Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Qabas des-
cribed the agreement in Camp
David as a “surgical operation
cutting Egypt from the r st of the
Arab World."

This document shows that Israel
and Egypt will continue Separate
negotiations in order to sign with-
in three months a peace treaty
which would provide for a stage-
by-stage withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Sipai and the trapsfer
of the peninsula to the Egyptian
administration. The withdrawal
is to begin three to nine months
after the signing of the treaty and
end in two to three years' time.
Even after that Egypt will not be
given the right to hold full sove-
raignty over Sinai. The future of
seyeral dozen Israeli settlements
in the Sinai desert has not been
settled. Onpe thing is certain: on
that issue, just as on many others
with which | shall deal below,
Sadat was forced to play “blindly".

The other documeant, the Frame-
work For Peace In the Middle
East, is mainly concerned with
the problem of occupied Palestinian
territory, the West Bank of the
River Jordan and the Gaza Strip.
The document proposes a five-
year trapsitional period during
which the lIsraeli government will
be withdrawn and a self-governing
authority will be elected with full
“autonomy’’. The final status of
the West Banks and Gaza will be
determined later, that is at the end
of the transitional period through
negotiations whose aim, the docu-
ment says, is to conclude a peace
treaty between lIsrael and Jordan. -
Now or in the future lsrael is not
going to pull out its troops from
Gaza and the West Bank: she ‘will
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just withdraw them to ‘“special
regions for ensuring security’. The
problem of the futurs borders
between Israel and Jordap, the
future of Jewish settlements ip
the West Bank and other problems
were left open.

It is quite clear pevertheless
that the Palestinians have been
denied the right to create anp in-
dependent state apd the Palestipe
Liberation Organisation has beep
denied the right toprrecesent its
people. One of premier Begin's
chief demands to which President
Sadat has acceded is that the Pales-
tinians could participate in the
negotiations only ‘“by mutual (in-
cluding Israeli) agreemert as mem-
bers of the Egyptian apd Jordapian
delegations."

It is highly significant that whep
asked by the Paris-based paper
Le Matin whether there would be
any other army except Israeli to
the west of the Jordan, Premier
Begin said: “‘Never..the Israeli
army will withdraw to specified
positions but its principal forces
will remain in the Judea, Samaria
(the name by which he calls the
West bank) and Gaza in order to
ensure the security of the people
of Israel, the great Israel.”” Asked
whether there would be any other
state, he replied even more laconi-
cally never........

Both documents frequently refer
to UN Resolutions and the autho-
rity of that organisation. They
mention international guarantees of
peace and the legal rights and just
demands of the Palestinian people.
But more important than words
is what is behind them and what
is not mentioned at all. | have
already said that the Palestinians
have been denied the right to
create a sovereign state, which is
their legitimate national demand.
Do the points approved in Camp
David which provide for an ‘‘alter-
ation’’ of Israeli borders at the
expnse of occupied territories,

correspond to the relevant resolu-
tions of the UN Security Coupcil
and General Assembly?

The documents say nothing about
the future of East Jerusalem seized
in 1967. Even at that time the
General Assembly held a special
session which demapded that it
be freed. Nor did Israel give a
pledge to withdraw from all occu-
pied Arab lapds, including tha
Syrian Golan Heights..The Ameri-
can Press which is pouring praise
on the participants in the Camp
David Summit says that these docu-
ments are a product of a ‘‘sepsible
compromise.” What kind of com-
promise is that which leave the
cardinal problems of Middle East
settlement upsettled and ignores
tha interests of the oth:r yarties
involved in the conflict? It is rather
a collusion which was achievad
behind the backs of ths Arab peo-
ples and mainly serves the objec-
tives of lIsrael, American imperia-
lism and Arab reaction. No won-
der it caused an outcry in the Arab
countries. The Middle East peoples
are longing for normal life, while
the participants in the Separate
negotiations in Camp David are
pushing them onto a road which
cannot lead to a just peace. It
can only preserve an explosive
situation in that part of the world.

—Pavel Damchenko in Pravda,

Moscow, 25/9/78

-0— —-O0- -O-

ACID BOMB EXPLOSION — |7

Chapter Seventeen
Premonition

By James Goonewardene

This was an evening Deva and
Ariya were to remember a long
time afterwards. The February
skies on the west coast were always
beautiful and exciting towards dusk;
it was no different now. Crimson

bands arched upwards from the

horizon mixed with comoluted'
designs in pink and red. The glow
spread over the beach and caught

the tops of the palm trees. Over

on their left the scaffolding for the

first of the three tourist hotels

had already come up, and its ground

Plan was clearly defined. The land

around it was littered with mixing

machines, bricks, timber, sand and.
large quaptities of other building

material.

Piyaratne had unexpectedly tur-
ned up at the resthouse and when
Deva arrived a bit later he found
him seated there on the lawn with
Ariya.  He had reduced himself
to taking just a glass of lemonade.
This, thought Deva, was something
to wonder at. He had given up
hard drinks and was satisfied now,
to just sip a glass of lemonade.

Despite the beauty of the even-
ing no one was in a mood for bright
conversation.  Evarything seemed.
to b2 disintegrating—the hotels
that would eventually displace the
resthouse had already started to
come up; Piyaratne had given up
hard drinks. Everything was going
wrong. Ariya had said one day
that he was pot frightened so much
about what was going to happen
to him as about what would even-
tually happen to this special
corner of his. For several years it
had served as a place where he
had found peace and quiet.

“It is so necessary for older
men to have a place to retire to
and talk,”” he opce said. “You could
imagine the Buddha seated in some
such secluded glade with his dis-
ciples and talking with them. What
we will have here sbon in our place,
will be wealthy*and not so wealthy
Europeans coming for a temporary
suntan. There would be a stream
of such people passing in and out °
of here.

things that - Ariya
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Deva seated - here now
was reminded of various other "
had uttered, -
and now, once more, Ariya spoke; -



“How 'soon haye things changed
in this country,” he gaid. ‘It seemed
only yesterday, Deva, that you
first came to this place. Everything
seemed so orderly and settled
and peaceful—but look at it now

"

~ Piyaratne who had not spoken
suddenly lifted his head. “‘No,”
“he said. “It only seemed so. Un-
derneath it had already started
to crumble. The distrust cnd fear
and the little antagonisms
spread everywhere. For my school,
at least, | continued to hope that
| could stop the rot. 1 fouzht every
inch of the way. | had some hope
-to reverse things a bit when Deva
applied for this job—Deva with
his reputation—five years ago so
well known—everyo;:e talking abeut
the first rate sculptor the country
had produced—and so soon now
‘no one knowing a thing about
hini. - You didn't know it at the
time, but | had read- everything
-zbout you—! didn’t want to con-
vey to you the excitement | feit
at having you zt the school—I didn’t
know why you wantad to come
to  this backwash—but | had my
first shock, however, at one of
-the staff meetings—before you ar-
rived—when | talked about you
and how lucky we were to have
you, it was swiftly turaned into a
joke by Hemarnala. ‘Why do we-
have to make a fuss of a man be-
cause the critics have praised him’
he said. ‘Podi Appuhamy carving
wooden elephants must be a lot
better than him—only Podi Appu-
hamy hasn’t bean to Europe and is
not .an Ingrisi Wallah.” Alrzady
then, | knew they werz going to
tear every sacredething down toO
the ground.” “

had

Piyaratpe turped round to look
at the faces of his friends, and then
he went on. “‘There is a dreadful
System 'in the methods of these
‘people—they are tried methods,
everything h3S been worked out
before,: - Everything is summed
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up with a slogan. Just one word
classifizs those who think differently
from themselves. They are called
imperialists or reactionaries—2nd
then, they have to be climinated.
It is as simple as that. They work
according to a pre-determined for-
mulae, No mepntal effort
is needed. They sum everything
up for you. Their supporters are
reduced to the level of trained
animals. You repeat a word and
you get a reaction. Its Pavolov's
meathod with the dozs.”

great

Listening to Piyaratpe now
Deva was struck by the vehemence
and seeming desperation with wiich
he spoke. It was as if something
that had been lurking inside him
and had been disturbing him was
now suddenly exploding and pouring
forth from a deep service. He was
like a prophert warning a foolish
peorle of the dangers which they
did not seem to be aware of. After
a momentary pause he continued.
“lgs why they have this fear of
exceptional talents and skills. It
makas their slogan making difficult.
Of course, they would like to use
these talents for their purposes,
but what they cannot use becomes
a threat to them and must, therafore,
be eliminated.”

Unknown to them darkness had
crept upon them. The lights went
up in the r sthouse. Conversa-
tion then suddenly ceased, and
Pivartne passed into what s:emed
lilke a trance. He sat there so per-
fectly still that Deva thought he
had gone to sleen, but he was
awake and deep in thought, and thay

did not disturb him. For some
unknown reason they felt that
this was his evening. They let

him have the stage. They had never
known him to talk in this manner
at this lzngth. Then hke stirred
and spoke again, and what he said
next Deva was to remember a long
time afterwards.

“You knrow, | have come to think
a lot about this recently..it is
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something people sometimes tend
to forget,” he said slowly, ponder-
ing on what he was saving. “This,
pernaps, is not a new idea..it, no
doubt, has bean thought of before,
I believe, by wiser men..” He
paused, stroked his bald head apd
stared inte the distance. At ano-
ther time he would have chain-

smoked. He had not smolked the
wiiole evening. MHis face was stil]
smooth and round and chubby,

but the flesh on his cheeks had
begun to sag.

“Life, you know", he continued
“canp exist, survive apnd contipue
not only by more physical breed-
ing, but by spiritual breeding as

well. There hias to be both physical
and  spiritual  continuity—spiri-
tually the highsst thoughts and feel-
ings of each previous generation
must bz passed conto the next—
the expericnce, the wisdom and
values of older men. No human

community can be thought of as
coming into sudden physical exis-
tence and growing  without
spiritual guide lines—a sudden phy-
sical birth and an equally sudden
spiritual right apgle turn to the
left—it cannot be done. There
isn't just physical continuity; there
has to be spiritual continuity as
well.  When any civilisation is at
its highest you'll discover that it
is a time whan older men have
been looked up and respacted. .
take the cases—Lao Tsu, Con-
fucious, The Buddha, Socrates,
Plato, Aristotle..Modern dicta-
torships have upderstood this. Its
why ihey try to break this con-
tinuity. They turn to the youth.
Both Hitler and Stalin upders-
tood this. They both leaned heavily
on youth movements, but they
made sure that only they had ac-
cess to their minds. This way, 0
some extent, they broke the con
tinuity. The youth are then given
slogans—things that are Very easlly
assmilated and easily repeated. TheY
are, besides, easy to act on, and
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they truly become pawns in this
terrible game. This is how the
youth are being betrayed....”.

He trailed off and appeared to
pass suddenly into a kind of trapce,
and for some moments he
stayed that way, his eyes closed,
his breathing steady. After awhile
he opened them and said, “its why
you rmust survive this pariod.
The older men must not lose their
heads at times like this. They
must learn to survive, apd at
the same time, keep their vision
as clear as possible. The older men
must not panic ner must they let
their vision be clouded.” He turped
to Deva. “You must pot give up
your art, Deva. You must sculpt

HNotice under section 7 of the
Land Acquisition act (Cap. 460)
as ameanded by the Land Acgui-
siticn {Amendment) act Mo. 28
of 1964
Ref. No. & [i/164
It is intended to acquire the
land/lands described in the Sche-
dule below. For further particulars
sae the Gazette of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
No. 338 (Part iii) of 06/10/1978.

Schedule
Situation:
Haliwela Village D.R.O's Divi-
sion of Four Gravets (Almece-
mana) in the District of Galle.
Name of land :
Galagawakanda, Meegahakum-
bura, Karaputuwekanda  alias
Jayawickramawatta, Meegaha-
kumbura, Thalagaha Duwa-
watta.
Plan and Lot No.:
1,2,3.4& 5in P. Plan No. GAA
1314,
S. J. Pathirana
Acquiring Officer, Galle District.
The Kachcherl,
Galle. 25, September 1978

again. You returped to your home-
land at one of the most critical
periods in its history. That is for-
tupate for this cotntry. You must
stay here and sculpt, and give
your experience to younger mep."

Piyaratne did not stay very long
after this. He had enough time to
drink another glass of lemonade
before he decided to go back home.
Ariya heard the note of weariness
in his voice when he reose 2nd said;
“I must go now.”

They rose with him, and they
stood there as if reluctant to break
up so early. Slowly the silence
grew round them as imperzeptibly
as the brecze rustling in the coco-
Suddeply they heard
the wash of the river against the
boulders. It was so rarely one heard
it—only in very deep silence could
one have heard it—and then over
the soft wash of the river came the
crash of a wave—more distantly—
on the sea shore.

nut leaves.

“It is such a good place this, you
have here, Ariya. It is always a
relief to be able to come to it.”

The immediate thought that came
to his two companions was of the
hotels coming up, but they said
nothing to upset the old map.
They felt, in some curious fashion,
that this was the last timeanyone
was to see the old man come here
again. It was a faptastic feeling—
both Ceva and Ariya talked about
it later. There was something after
all in this mystic, premonition
thing, they said.

“lI must go now’ repeated Piya-
ratne, and slowly he turped and
walked away. They let him go,
and later watched him in the dis-
tance disappearing over the bridge.

(Copyright' Reserved)
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EDUCATION IN SRI LANKA

The Role Of The

Catholic Community
by Fr, Tissa Balasuriya O.M.1.

A talk to the Current
Affairs Committee of the
Catholic Union of Sri Lanka
on Monday 17 th July 1978 at
Pau! VI Centre, with Mr. A.G.O.
Perera, Pesident of the Catholic
Union in the Chair.

PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL of the
Portuguese to Lapka education cep-
tred mainly around Buddhist and
Hindu temples and monpks or pri-
ests. The privenas were the main
centres of learning and educatiop.
Little is known of the Muslim
educational tradition in Lanka. The
tradition of learning was traps-
mitted from teacher to pupil mainly
by word of mouth. The written
texts were few apd scarce. At the
same time there were highly de-
veloped skills of engineering, cop-
touring, levelling, instrumentatior,
architecture, sculpture, painting,
agriculture, skills of pest and weed
control, preservation of foed, tech-
nical skills and craftsmenship, manu-
facture of textiles and utensils,
shipping, ayurveda medicine, know-
ledge of herbs as can be seen from
the elaborate irrigation works,
rains of buildings, statues and paint-
tings. The values of the people
were more communitarian. Tha
social organization was feudal apd
monarchic. Our people lived a
self reliant existence though invol-
ved in trade with several peigh-
bouring countries.

The Portuguese who extended
their rule ever the maritime areas
from 1505 onwards set up Cathe-
lic schools. Many schools existad
in association with parish churches.
There is explicit mention of thres
colleges conducted by the Frap-
ciscans, two colleges by the Jesuits,
a college for training of teachers
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by the Frapciscans, 20 schools-con-
ducted by-the- Franeiscans~ and- 2t
by the Jesuits. ..The. Portuguese
schools were closely connected with
the teaching of the Catholic reli-
gion and were not friendly to the
Hindu and Buddhist educationa’
institutions or traditions. This is
understandable from their erro-
neous  theological persgpective
of regarding these religions as
“‘pagan’” and worthy of destruction.
Thus in the first century and a half
of the history of the Catholic
community in this country its edu-
cational contribution had some posi-
tive and largely negative conse-
quenices., It was combined to a
hideous destruction of Buddhist
and Hindu places of worship and
learning, as well as of libraries and
treasures of art and culture. Even
though we might like to forget
this, it is important that we re-
member that this is in the collec-
tive subconscious of our people,
specially of other faiths.

The Dutch gained possession of
the maritime provinces of Ceylon
from the Portuguese in 1658. They
thus took hold of the educational
establishments set up by the Portu-
guese. The Dutch used the schools
as a means of converting the peo-
ple to the Dutch Reformed Church
and of destroying the influence
of the Catholics were pre-Portu-
guese and anti-Dutch. The Dutch
went about their educational work
systematically, setting up 2 school
in every maritime village or parish.
Education was rzlated to their colo-
nial enterprise and religious prose-
lytism. For the Buddhists, Hindus
and Muslims this Christian secta-
rian intolerance was 2 deep
scandal. They contipued to suffer
severe discrimination under the
Dutch too.

For the Catholic community this
was a dark period. They had to
go  ‘“underground”.  Education

was, in today’s terminology largely -

non-formal and in the family. With
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~the
“india, there was the devzlopment

Oratorian missionaries from
of a Sinhala and Tamil Catholic
literature. These were the days
of the trav:lling, disguised priest-
missionaries such as Joseph Vaz
and Jacome Gonsalvez and of lay

Mooppus keeping the Catholic
commuity together.  These 14
years of Dutch rule 1658-1796

were a period of purification for
the Catholics of Lanka. Those
who persevered beyond those tri-
als were not Christians for favour
or privilege. This was also the
most glorious period of the history
of the Catholic community in Sri
Lanka. The faith survived without
the external institutional safeguards
such as Catholic schools for formal
education.

With the arrival of the British
as rulers in 1796 a new period
dawned for the Catholic community
in Ceylon. For the British 2l Chris-
tians seemed more loyal subjects
of the British Crown and the Bri-
tish East India Company. The Bud-
dhist were rebellious ‘‘pagans’.
They followed a policy of encourag-
ing educatiopal activity by all Chris-
tian depominations. Governor Fre-
derick North forbade the Dutch
clergymen to compel children of
any other Christianity to attend
services. His proclamation  of
September 1799 permitted the ope-
ning of schools with the Governor's

permission. Catholics set out
immediately to start several schools
for their children. In 1806
Catholics in Ceylon were

emancipated from their civil dis-
abilities, whereas the Catholics of
Britain were emancipated only in
1829. The English language re-
placed Dutch as the medium of
administration. The Protestant
missionaries were good teachers
of English. They established them-
selves in the urban areas in the
Coastal areas and in the Kandyan
Kingdom after its annexatien in
I1815. In the aftermath of the re-

Catholics And Education .

bellions of 1818 and 1848 the Bri-
tish chased mrny Kandyan vilagers -

to the distant hinterland.
lands were lundered for coffee .
and later tea and rubber planta-

tions.

Like their predecessors the Bri-
tish were interested in setting up
an educational system to suit cheir
commercial and imperial designs
and to spread Christianity. Angli-
canism was now the established
religion. In 1833 the Colebrooke
Commission made its  education
policy. ~The country was unified
administratively. The  educational
policy encouraged English as the
medium of instruction in the urban
areas. The protestant missionary
groups were encouraged and aided
for establishing English schools for
the children of the up and coming
elite. The type of education was
to be academic in content. The

Notice under section 7 of the

Land Acquisition act (Cap. 460)

as amended by the Land Acqui-

sition (Amendment) act No. 28
of 1964

Ref. No. EA[4/124

It is intended to acquire the
land/lands described in the Sche-
dule below. For further parti-
culars see the Gazette of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of

Sri Lanka, No. 338 (Part i) of
06/10/1978. 3

Schedule
Situation:

Situated in the village of Pana-
gamuwa in the Grama Sevaka’s
Division of Panagamuwa, D.R.O’s
Division of Four Gravets
(Akmeemana), Galle District.
Name of land:
Miriswalagodawatta
Plan and Lot No.:
Lot | in P.P.GAA 1316
s, J. Pathirana
Acquiring Officer, Galle District.
The Kachcheri,
Galle. 27, September 1978
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English educated Ceylonese were
.-required for helping the British
to administer the country and
«develop their ecopomic interests.
They were to be the privileged
intermediaries betweap the British
rulers and the mass of the native
population.  Verpacular education
in Sinhala and Tamil was contipued
in the villages. Thus we had the
Anglicization of the Ceylonese
upper classes who could afford to
pay the fees for the English edu-
cation of their children.

The Catholics found themselvas
at a serious disadvantage in the
1840s because their Oratorian pri-
ests were not well up in English.
They were being left behind in the
growth of a new urban upper and
middle class.  They therefore
petitioned to Rome for European
missionaries who could teach them
English also. This was one of the
main motivations in their demand
for European clergy. Thus it was
that the Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late came in 1848. The lesuits
came back a few decades later.
The religious nuns came from the
J860s beginning with the Holy
Family and the Good Shepherd
sisters. The Christian brothers
dedicated to education came about
this period.

. The Catholies were still dis-
_advantaged as the Protestants had
“much 'greater subsidies from the
State for their schools. They had also
had a head start in setting up schools
.in the morz affluent and socially
dynamic areas. The Hindus, Bud-
‘dhists and Muslims were even more
discriminated against in education -
It was at this stage that Fr. Chris-
topher Bonjean, OMI, compaigned
for the grant-in-aid system of “de-
nominational schools’. On the
recommendations of the Morgan
Committee of [865 the Grant-in-
Aid system was intoduced in
I870. Liberal grants were m?.tde
‘under this system for education
in secular subjects without any

n_

restrictions on the teaching of reli-
gion in such schools. The goverp-
ment was gradually to copstract
its operatiops in respect of English
schools in the towns where ap
effective system of grants-in-aid was
much cheaper for government.
English education was to be fee
levying: and the verpacular educa-
tion was virtually free.

With the assurance of govern-
ment grants Catholic schools in-
creased very rapidly from 1870
onwards.  During the following
90 years in which this system pre-
vailed the Catholic community built
up an educational newtork that
has been its source of strength
and advancement in this country.

This was a task of epormous sacri-+

fices and dedication by the Catho-
lics.  Thes religious communities
of men and women gave themselves
to it with great self-sacrifice during
several decades. Thus the Catho-
lics were able to come up in their
social standing. Along with the
other Christians they had a signi-
ficant adyantage in the elitist posi-
tions in the country.

The system of denominational
schools had many advantages and
disadvantages. They built up,
along with the state schools like
Royal College, the modernized elite
of the country, that helped the
British to rule thz country and
exploit the resources and people.
However, it was from this same elite
class that the future campaigners
for self governpment and indepen-
dence emerged. The British in
that sense, perhaps upwittingly,
prepared the wlay for their dis-
appearance as rulars of Ceylon.
This elite was not favourable to
the masses of the people. But
universal franchise introduced in
1921 by the Donomore Commis-
sioners, even against the view
of the vast maiority of Ceylonese
leaders brought a new dynamism

“to our social and political life.

This educational = system’ “also
helped significantly in the "educa-
tion of the females. The Catholic
religious sisters contributed “im-
mensely to this. Till the middle
of the last century the ‘education
of the girls was badly neglected,
specially in the Kandyan kingdom.

(To be Continued)

C O O

Ministers’ Functions
Gazetted

There are po major
in the departments and subjects
and functions allocated to the
Ministers apnounced in a Gazette
extraordinary on Thursday (Septem-
bzar 29, 1978) following the recons-
titution of the Cabinet  in
the wake of the promulagtion
of the pew constitution.

changes

Minister of Defence—Army,
Navy, Air Force, Police, Immigra-
ration and Emigration, Registration
of Persons of Indian Origin, Regis-
tration of persons, Civil Aviation
Department, Air Ceylon.

Minister of Plan Implementa-
tion—Department of Plan Imple-

mentation, National  Operations
Room, Department of Census and
Statistics,. Regional Development.

Minister of Local Government,
Housing "and Construction-De-
partment of Local Government Ser-
vice, Department of Town 7and
¢ountry, Planning, Local Loans and
Development Fund, Department of
Janatha  Committees, = National
Water Supply and Drainage Bedrd,
Department of Local Government,

" Department' of National Housing:

Department of Buildings, State
Engineering Corporation of Cey-
lon, Building Materials Corpora-
tion. Common Amenities  Board.
Minister of Public Adminis-
tration - and Home Affairs—
Department of Public - Adminis-
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tration, Goverpment  Agencies
(Kacheheries) Department  of
Registrar-General, Department of

Pensions, Department of Officizl
Language Affairs, Department
of Mosques and Muslim

Charitable Trusts.

Minister of Plantation [ndus-
¢ries—Sri Lanka Tea Board, Sri
Lanka State Trading (Tea) Cor-
poration, Tea Smallholdings
Development Authority, Rubber
Control Department , State Rub-
ber  Mapufacturing Corporation,
Rubber R=search Institute, Sri
Lanka State Plantations Corpora-
tion, Janawasama, Usawasama,
Sri Lanka Coshew Corporation,
Silk and Allied Products Dey2lop-
ment Authority, Palmyrah Boarg,

Minister of Social Service—
Social ~ Sarvices, Prcbation and
Child Care Services,

M_i'nister of Cultural Affairs—

Department of Cultural Affairs,
Archaeological Department, De-
partment of National Archives,

Department of National Museums.

Minister of Transport—Railway

Department, Department of
Motor Traffic, Ceylon Transport
Board.

Minister of Agriculture Deve-
fopment And Research—De-
partment of Agriculture (except
Animal- Production apnd Health
Dhvision) Department of Minor
Export Crops, Sri Lanka Sugar
Corporation, Ceylon  Fertilizer
Corporation, Agrarian Research
and- Training [Iastitute, National
Freedom From Hupnger Campaign
Board, Lapd Reforms Commis-
sion, Paddy Marksting Board, Fruit
Board, Agricultural Davelopment
Authority, Janawasama Commission,
Agrarian Serviczss Division, Agri-
cultural Insurance Board, National
Agricultural  Diversification and
Settlement Authority.

Minister of Labour—Depart-
ment of Labour.

CTRIBUNE, Oweaber 7; 1978

Minister of Health—Depart-
ment of Hezlth, Department of
Ayurveda, Ayurvedic Drugs
Corporation, State Pharmaceuticals
Corporation of Ceylen.

Minister of Posts and Tele-
communications—Department of
Posts and Telecommunications.
Ministar of Textile Indus-
tries—Natiopal Textile Corpora-
tion, Weaving Supplies Corpora~
tion, Goverpment owned Eusi-
ness Undertaking formerly of
Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving
Mills Ltd, Goverpment-ownead
Business  Undertaking formerly
of Ceylon Silks Ltd, Government-

ovwned Business Undertaking
formerly of J.B. Textile Ipdus-
tries Ltd, Governpmenpt-owned
Business  Updertaking formerly
of J.B. Fishing Industries Ltd,
Government-owned Business Un-

dertaking formerly of Libra Ia-
dustries Ltd, Departmegt of

Textile Industries.

Foreign Affalrs—
Foresign Affairs.

Minister of
Department of

Minister of Justice—Depart-

ments of the Attorpev-General,
Legal Drzftsmar, Public Trustee,
Govarpment Analy st, Prisons,
Bribery Commissioner, Debt,

Conciliation, taw  Commission,
Institute of Corporation Lawyers.

Minister of Food and Co-
operatives—Department of Food
Commissioner, Department  of
Co-operative and Registrar of
Co-operative Socisties, Co-opera-
tive Employses Commission.

Minister of Industries and
Sczientific Affairs — Geological
Survey Department, Department
of Salt, Industrial Development
Bo2rd of Ceylon, Paranthan Che-
micals Corporation, Ceylon Cera-
mics Corporatjon, National Salt
Corporation, Ceylon Mineral Sands

Corporation, Ceylon Cement
Corporatiop, Eastern Paper Mills
Corporation, Ceylon  Plywood

Corporation, Ceylon Steel Cor-

Minjstepiol Depa. troents
poration, Ceylon Leather Pro-
ducts Corporation, Ceylon Tyre
Corporation, Ceylon State Hard-
ware Corporation, Ceylon State

Flour Milling Corporation, Cey-
lon Institute of Scientific apd
Industrial Research, State Ferti-
lizer Manufacturing Corporztion,
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,
Department of Meteorology,

Mational Science Counpcil, Atomic
Energy Authority, State Graphite
Corporation of Ceylon, Lanka
Layland Ltd, Ceylon Hardboard
Corporation, Ceylon Tobacco
Industries  Corporation, Ceylon
Jute Industries Corporation.

Minister of Power and High-
ways—Department of Highways,
Direztor of Works (Regional)
Ceylon Electricity Board, Depart-
mant  of Kandyan  Peasantry
Rehabilitation.

Minister of Finance And Plan-
ning—Treasury, Department of

Inland Revenue, Customs Depart-
ment, Lozn Board, Department,
of Excisa, Valuation Depart-
ment, Department of Credit

Councils, Central Bank of Ceylop,
Pank of Ceylon, People’s Bank,

National Savings Bapk, Develop,
ment Finance Corporation of
Ceylon, State Mortgage Bank,

Agricultural and Industrial Cre-
dit Corporation of Ceylon, State
Gem Corporation, State Distil-
leries Corporation, National
Lotteries Board, Lady Lochore
loan Fund, Departments of Ex-
ternal, Resources, National Plan-
ning, Economic Affairs.

Minister of Lands and Land
Development—Department of the

Land Commissioner, Land Set-
tlement Department, Survey
Department, Forest Department,
Stata Timber Corporation, Irri-
gation Department, Government
Factory, Water Resources Board,
Public Works Department Re-
search Institute, Land Develop-
ment Department, Department
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Obituary

of. Mackisery and
State Develenment
truction Corporation.

Ecuinment,
and . Cops-

Minister of Mahaw:li Deova.
fopment—Mahaweli  Devalopment
Board, River Vallays Develop-

ment Board, Centril Enginezring
Consultancy Bureau.

Ministar of Parliamentary
Affairs and  Sports—Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation.

Minister of Trade and Ship-
ping—Derartment of Commo=rce,
Department of Rogistrar of Com-
Denartmant cof Govern-

m

panies,
ment Supplies, Devartment of
Commodity Purchase, Daport-
ment of Contrcl of Imporss and
Exports, Department for
looment of Marketing, Co-cpara-
tive Whalasala Establishmant,
Sri. Lanka State Tradiag (Gaparal)
Corporation, Sri Lanka State
Trading., (Textiles) Corporation,
Salu sala, Sri Lanka Stats Trading
{Traztors) Corporation, Sri Lanka
Stat2 Tradipg {Consolidatad Ex-
ports) Corporztion,

Corporation of Ceylon,
ment of Price Control, National
Mesric Conversion Authority, Ex-
port Promotion Secretariat,
Bureau of Ceylon Standards, De-
partment of Marchant CShicping,
Departmant of Coast Lights,
Port (Cargo) Corporation, Port
Commission,  Cevlon  Shirping
Corporation, Port Tally and Protee-
tive Services Corporation, Central
Freight Bureau of Sri  Llaska.
Minister of Educatisn—Razisgal
Departmants of Education, UNESCO
Secretariat Cevlon, Department of

Deve-

Iasurance
Daoort-

Eduzational Publications, Depart-
of Examinations, Cevlon Natiopazl
LibrarySeryvices Beard,

Minister of Higher Education
—University of Sri Lanka, Buddha-
sravaka Dharmapesthaya.

Minister of Fisheries—Fisheries
Division, Fishery Survey and Re-
search Division, Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation, Ceylon Fishery
Harbours Corporation.

3

Minister of Rural industrial
Developmient— Natonal . Milk
Boarg, Departmegt  of Small
Industries, Natiopz]l Small lndus-
tries Corporation, Cerlon Oils
and Fats Corporation, Depart-
ment of Apimal Production and
Health, National Livestock De-
velepmept Board,

Minister of Youth
and Employment—
Youth Secrvica Coupcil,
Apprenticeship Board,
Minister of State—Depatmient of

Afizirs
MNational
blational

Informatios,  Broadcastirg Cer-
poration, Department of Govern-
ment Frinter, State Printing

Corporation, Department of Wild

Life Copzservation, Zoclogical
Cardens, Ceylon Tourist Board,
Ceylen Hot:ls Corporation,
Fsian Hotels Corporation Ltd,
THEY HAVE

PASSED AWAY

Many Tribupe readers, parti-

cularly Sri Lankans living dbroad,
have repeatediy requzited us to have
a column abcut prominent people
hove passed cway from the
scene.  This celumn will in futere
appear regularly, if not every week
at leest as ofien a5 occesion demands,

—

who

Ven. Fandita Rambultwelle Spi
Siddhartha Sumangala Nayaka
Thera, Secrctary Generzl of the
Malwatte Chapter passed away op
Saturday 23rd night at the Mal-
watte Vihare. He entered the
Order when he was ten years
old. He was unanimously 2ppointed
Secretary General of the Chapter
in 1970. He had visited Korea,
Thailand, Hengkong, Japan  apnd
India to propagate Buddhism. He
was among those who accompapied
the Kapilavastu Relics back to
India. He was 58 and the crema-
tion took place on the 3Cth.

B. A. Jayasinghe, Specizl Com-
missioner, = Colombo  Municipal
Council, aged 58, died at his resi-
dence on Friday 22nd September.

He was appointed Municipal Com-
missioner in 1957. He was actively
2ssccizted with the Prime Minister, -
Mr. R. Premadisa in the develope
ment of the City of Colombe and
for the restoration of Tower Hali.
to its pest glory. The cremation
tock place 2t Kapatte on Monday
25th September.,

Charles H. Davidson, » former
Warden of St. Themas’ College,
Mt. Lavigia cied op Septemb.r 25,
at a privit2 pursing home in Col-
ombo. The funeral took place at
Kenitte on the following day.
Shelton  Jzyasinghe, MP  for
Wattala 2nd  Mipister  of Posts
and Te]::rammunications. died on
September 22nd. Mr. Jayasinghe
first eptered Parliament in 1960.
Parliament mourned his death and
the Speaker Mr. Bakeer Markar
who associated himself with the -
sentiments expressed by members:
on both sides of the House ins-
tructed the Secretary General to‘__
send 2 copy of the dav’s proceedings
to Mr. layasinghe’s family.

Motice under section 7 of the
Land Acquisition Act (Cap. 460)
asamendad by the Land Acquisi-
tion {amandment) act No 28/ 1964
Ref. No. EA/4/180
It is intended to acquire tha-
land/lands described in the Sche--:
dule below. For further particulars .
see the Gazette of the Democratic -
Socialist Republic of Sri Lapka-
No. 338 (Part iiiy of 06710/1578.
Schedule e
Situation: e
Situated in the village of Tittagalla
in the Grama Sevaka Division
of Tittagalla, D.R.O’s Division
of Talpe Pattu South, Galle
District. a
Name of Land: Pitiyagamawatta
Plan end Lot No.: | '
Lot I in P.P.GAA 1400.
i S. Panditha
Acquiring Officer, Galle District. -
The Kacheheri, APe o
Galle. 22, September 1978.- . -
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Confidentially

Narcotics And Loca

Politics

IS IT NOT A FACT that there is a
sudden realisation in some high
political quarters that the narcotics
trade has become a way of life in
this country? That there have
been recently stirring  headlipes
about the fact that Sri Lapka is
a major link in the interpational
octopus of the drug trade? That
Sri Lanka is a clearing house for
drugs collected apd sold in thig
region? That mapy Sri Lapkans
are reported to be carriers em-
ployed by interpational under-
world drug tycoons? That updue

atteption is p2id to hippies who

swallow cheap ganja for their mean-

~tal peace? That all newspaper re-

ports, however, tepd to be sensa-
tional and end with praise for parti-
cular police officers who are said

- to be going great guns at ending

_ motions?

+ .

this menace? That it is time the
daily newspapers stop being fed
by police officers who hand out
stories intended to help these
self-some officers to get thelr pro-
That instead the news-
papers should carry out investsi-
gative reports on the real drug
scene in Sri Lanka which many
tend to ignore because of the poli-
tical implications (of a domestic
nature) such investigations might
involve! That from the time
adult franchise was introduced in
1930 ‘“‘ganja dealers’” and other
top underworld kings (oplum and
'lraﬁsippu) have pleyed a major role
in helping candidates _to victory in
different electorates? Thate ag time
went on such shadowy unpderworld
figures (for instance, in the thirties
it was Ganja Thomas in Colombo
and Hitler Kandasamy in Jaffna)
began to assume regional and natio-
nal importance? That with the pas-
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sage of time bookmakers began
to acquire greater gignificance on
the political scene than ganja
kings but the drug smugglers
s00n gtruck mergers with
the bookmakers? That cut
a long story short each political
party—the SLFP, UNP, LSSP, TULF*
ete—has Ity quota of drug smug-
glers and bookmakers wielding
more power in the higher echelons of
their Establishment than the Party's
moit enthusiastic  political  activi-
sts?  That thess drug-cum-kassippu
operators in league with bool-
malers through subterannean con-
tacts are able to make and unmake
Ministers, MP4. Bureaucrats—and
even Judges? That everybody knows
which Gapja Chief ig able to pull
wires through leading personpalities
in the different parties? That poli-
ticians are powerful only when the
Party to which it belong arein po-
wer, but these underworld kings
are powerful upder every goverp-
ment and upder every party rule!

to

That today they pervade every
aspect of the political adminis-
trative and gocial life? That the

consequently police-inspired  and
police-planted storizs in the news-
papers about the fight they are
waging against  drug  smugglers
(mostly against foreigpners and their
local minlons) are  such  that
they draw heavy a curtilp across
the activities of the real big bojses?
IS IT NOT A FACT that the Police
have the full details of the real
bigtime kingpins of the drug trade
in Sri Lanka? But, is It also not
true that the Police are iphibited
against taking action agaipst them
because of the protection these
super-beings have from
political 4nd legal circles? That In
actual fact only the low:r ranks
in the crug business are ever
caught with thz goods and that it
is against them that the Police
takkx action? That the big time
financiers of the buiiness are neyver
caught with the goods 7nd even
if some trails lead to them they

certalp

President Must Acy

are too powerfully placed for ayy
pollmmen to l.we.itlgam thelr ac.
tivities? That If President Jaye.
wirdene wants to get down to
the real truth of the drug under.
world he should get the Police
to furnish a full and frank re-
port naming the persons in
the nurcotics trade who are
close to some of the top most
men in the UNP or the SLFP
That the updarworld chieftaing who
ruled the roost in SLFP days are

now even more powerful thap
bafore? That dyad-In-the-wool
(UNP) drug and  panja

kings—thel” names are kpown to
all—are today the most power ful
factor in subverting the dharmista
way of life? That in the Interest of
dharmista  the President should
make it a point of acquainting him-
gelf about drug and hookmaker
underworld which has copstituted
itself as a powerful political under-
world in Sri Lanka? That the ramifica-
tions of this political underworld cuts
acrossy party lines! That this under-
world knows better than the Egta-
blishment how to handle the go-
called patiopal press! That the one
silver lining on the horlzon is that
the new nucheme of proportional

representation  will  reduce -and
possibly eliminate the need for
individual MPs to become slaves

of the upderworld kings to win
elections? That if the gapja rajahs,
kassippu  kings and  bookmaker
emperors are Identified and are
kept out of the High Command
of each party, their baneful in-
fluenice will soon fade away as the
new system of elections come Into
being? That wunless the President
identifies and smashes the ring of
top smugglers close to big UNP
ghots, the narcoties upderworld
cannot be elininated in this country’

—O —O= =0
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