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INTRODUCTION

ARUNASALAM SATHASIVAMPILLAI was born 1n 1820
in a very orthodox hindu family at Navaly, Manipay. Like his con-
temporary Arumuga Navalar he studied Tamil from the well known
scholar Senathiraya Mudaliyar of Irupalai. His zest for Higher
Education made him join Batticotta Seminary the Collegiate Institution
established by the American Missionaries in 1 823.

While being a student at the Seminary he accepted Jesus Christ
as his personal savior and was baptized with the name Joel Russel
Armold. After becoming a graduate of the Seminary he taught at the
American Mission Schools at Manipay, Uduvil and Chavakachcheri.

In 1881 he became the Head of the Department of Tamil at
Jaffna College. He edited the Tamil pages of the Moming Star
(Uthaya Tharagai) for 38 years. (1857 - 1895)

He was a prolific writer and wrote poems and short stories for
the Morning Star. His books were on Astronomy, History, Geography
and Literature. He died in the year 1895. Arnold Sathasivampillai
can be considered the most distinguished old boy of Batticotta Seminary.

He remained faithful to his religion and fulfilled the dreams and
vision of the American Missionaries. In their plan for the Collegiate
Institution, Vaddukoddai, they wrote

“Qriginal native composition, on account of the
superior felicity of its style and idiom, will be read when
the production of a foreigner, ora translation, will be thrown
aside. To raise up therefore, and qualify a class of native
authors, whose minds being enriched by science may
be capable not only of embodying European ideas, but of
putting them into a handsome native dress, must be
rendering most important aid to the interests of learning
and Christianity.”

Jt is unfortunate that the Tamil scholars both in Sri Lanka and
South India have not so far made a systematic study ofhis contribution
to the development Tamil.



In 1981 Prof. K. Kailasapathy wrote .........

“He was an exemplary Tamil scholar and teacher, prolific
writer, editor, author of poems and stories, and an
accomplished public speaker and above all a noble person.
His confribution to 19* century Ceylon Tamil Literature
and to the modern movement in general is significant. The
Colombo Tamil Sangam has brought out recently a new
edition of the “Galaxy of Tamil Poets” (1975) with
the copious notes contributed by Dr. P. Poologasingam.
It is to be hoped that this will create renewed interest in
the works of Sathasivampillai and a systematic
evaluation of the man and his contributions will become

possible”

I felt the need to reprint the books of Amold Sathasivampillai
and Rev. S.C. Amold a great grandson of Amold Sathasivampillai
and a member of the clergy of the JDCSI volunteered to raise the
necessary funds from his brothers, sisters and cousins for this project.

I'wish to thank him most sincerely for his support. The following
members of the family have contributed for these publications. Mr.
S.S. Amold (Ananthan) Dr. RK. Arnold, Mr. J. Lyman, Mr. J.J.
Lyman, Mr. S.J. Amold, Mrs. Shanthi Silva, Mrs. S. Amold, Mrs.
Sarojini Joseph, Mrs. Rosamalar Mather, Mr. & Mrs. Sam Balan
Armnold, Mr. & Mrs. Vijit Amold, Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Duraisamy, Mr.
Chelvam Mather, Mr. Chandrapal Arnold, Miss Sherina Arold.

“Pavalar Charithira Theepagam” his magnum opus was printed
by Asian Educational Services, New Delhi. Other books are printed
by the American Ceylon Mission Press, Jaffna. Some more books
which are now found only in the British Library, U.K. will be printed
in Jaffna and will come out as the 3 volume.

May the Blessing of God almighty crown this work.

RT. REV. DR. S. JEBANESAN
BISHOP C.S.1.
Jaffna.
Vaddukoddai.
24-03-2005
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PREFACE

The respect and love to wards our saviour, and the interest we
feel in our christian children, were the two motives which induced us
to compose the small poem we now lay before the public.

Heathen parents manifest a great desire that their children
should commit to memory verses composed in the names of their
deities. Although the grant-in-aid system of education has thrown
into shade all our peculiar educational customs, yet the influence of
parents is so great that our vernacular schoolmasters have not
entirely given up the practice of taxing their children to commit to
memory verses of the kind referred to. Civilized nations themselves
do the same.

The Christian teacher of the village school, however, has had
nothing hitherto to supply the place of the heathen kavy, or stanza,
and in consequence has not unfequently met with great reluctance on
the part of parents to send their children to his school. Not so much,
however, to come to his succor as to benefit Christian children them-
selves, has been our aim in the preparation of this poem of 100
stanzas, every one of which teems with several allusions and
incidents in our Redeemer’s life.

The hero of the poem is Christ himself, as born in the blessed
city of Bethlehem, or Vellai, a euphonic contraction of the same name
as used by Christian Tamil poets of the day. The metre is a common
and easy one, and the whole work is called an 4nthathy, i.e. a poem
wherein each stanza commences with the closing letter, syllable, or
word of the one immediatly preceding it. With the exception of the
last 10 stanzas where the beginning words of the lines of each verse
are homonymous, the work is plain enough to an average student.
May the Redeemer himself bless this poem, and may our Christian
parents, teachers, and Missionaries use all in their power to make it
useful, popular, and successful.

THE AUTHOR
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PREFACE

Some nine or ten years ago, we composed a small poem,
in two parts, on the character of good and bad women, and
published it by portions, in several numbers of the “M.Star,” in
order to test its merits and usefulness. Some of the readers. who
admired and appreciated it, desired that it should be published
in a book form: some, who supposed that we had already printed
it, kindly applied to be furmnished with copies. So years passed on
with occasional requests for the work, until recently we have been
unexpectedly asked by a friend in Madras to be furnished with a
copvy.

Being roused by his request to consider if the publication
of the poem was not a duty, we decided to print it, and at once
began to prepare a manuscript for the press. Fortunately, one
dear to us suggested that the work was one sided, and, to make.
Seeing that this was true, we wrote two parts on the male sex
also, and complemented the work by adding four more parts in
prose, as an exposition of the poem. We entitled the whole, as
formerly, lllara Nondy, and added the English title “The Husband
and Wife.”

It is not our purpose to slander either sex, but to promote
mutual happiness among husbands and wives, to produce
harmony in households, and to impress on the hearts of young
men and women that true education and piety, not dowry and
beauty, are the best assurance of domestic happiness.



To engage the attention of our readers, we have tried to
select, for the most part, common but choice words, with strong
expressions and maxims interspersed here and there. To interest
singers, we chose the peculiar and pleasing metre called Nondy,
which is used in comic poems. To satisfy readers who are
novices in poetry, we had recourse to the prose, which is, by
nomeans, a mere paraphrase of the poetry.

Philanthropists and friends of Tamil, are invited to lend
their aid to secure a wide circulation of the work. While we do
not profess to enjoy or invite criticisms of a captious and
fault-finding sort, all kindly and valuable suggestions or correc-
tions will be thankfully received.

That God will bless this work is the humble prayer of the
author.
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PREFACE

The little work, which we present to the public, was attempted
at the kind wish and earnest request of our esteemed and worthy
friends, the Misses Leitch, while in England.

In addition to a number of lyrics on various subjects and to
different tunes, we have, for the sake of variety and diversion, made
some special songs, such as Anandakalippu, Parakku, Echcharikky,
and Ekkalakkanny. These later are a species of poetry, much liked
and prized by the Tamil people in general, for devotional purposes.

To the set of songs, thus newly composed, we have added a
number of old Iyrics, composed and published by us some forty years
ago, in one of the appendices to another work of ours, entitled
Meyvathasaram besides some temperance, marriage, and dedication
songs prepared by us occasionally at the request of several friends.
To these we append one other old poem of ours Gnanavinnappam or
Spirtual appeal.

With this brief introduction, we launch our little craft before
the public, and expect to receive the same leniency that we experienced
in all our previous undertakings. We do not pretend to say that we
publish a novel or rare work, attempted by no one else, although we
were the first in the Tamil Christian community of the Province who
had the boldnes to print and publish religious songs and poems. With
other works now extant, we have every hope that this little book will
help to atone the scarcity of Christian Tamil literature in our land, and
promote ture Christian piety in all native households and religious gath-
erings.

At the sacred feet of the sufferer at Calvary, therefore, we
lay this as an humble tribute.
J.R. ARNOLD.
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PREFACE

Ten years ago when we were laid up with a serious illness,
report went abroad that we had succumbed to death and friends brought
in a coffin.

But kind Providence spared us at the time; for what reason,
we do not know. It may be that we were not ready to meet our Lord
then, or that our Heavenly Father pitied our two motherless sons.

After our recovery, we employed some of our leisure hours
for the preparation of a few poems, auxiliary to our postponed
journey and serviceable for prayer and meditation.

Thinking it would be selfish to keep the poems ourselves, we
determined to give them publicity with the addition of a poem of our
earlier days entitled “an appeal to the unconverted” and christened
the whole with the name of Pancharatnam, or the ‘Five Gems,’ on
account of the preciousness of the subjects handled.

We now lay them at the holy feet of our Divine Savior with
the sincere hope that they will not fail to do some good to the public.

The Author,
Manipay.
1890
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