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Canada is an example to the World

"Our first year has been filled

with accomplishments and new pro-

grams including passing a resolution

in the US congress pushing for the

IDPs to be released and resettled,

working with the well known govern-

ment affairs firm in Washington, DC,

and the boycott committee's month-

ly rallies across the country", said

USTPAC's president. 

The semi-annual meet ing of

Tamil Polit ical Action Committee was

held as a parallel at FeTNA's annual

convention in Waterbury, CT. 

A highlight was a talk by TNA MP

Sampanthan by phone about his next

day's trip to India and the challenges

for Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

Photos & More details about

FeTNA's Annual convention on page

30  & 31

USTPAC at FeTNA's Annual

Convention in Connecticut

Queen's Praise for Canada

"A caring Home for it's own and a sanctuary

for the others", says Queen Elizabeth 11…
By Siva Sivapragasam

Dressed in a red colored dress

with a maple leaf pin, the 84 year

old monarch Queen Elizabeth 11

was full of praise for Canada as she

addressed a smiling Prime Minister

Stephen Harper and a cheering

crowd of 100,000 on Parliament Hill

in the nation's capital on Canada

Day. 

The Queen has visited Canada

which she described as her "second

home" twenty-two times. She is

currently on a visit to Canada as the

country celebrates it 's 143rd

Birthday. Many of them dressed in

red and waving Canadian flags,

people from all walks of life lined up

the streets of Ottawa to witness the

Queen's motorcade and have a

glimpse of the monarch. A warm

sunshine and clear skies in the cap-

ital greeted the Royalty.

In her brief address to the

nation, she praised Canada for it 's

values and character. She said  "I

have watched with enormous admi-

ration how Canada has grown and

matured while remaining true to it 's

history, it 's distinctive character and

values. This nation has dedicated

itself to being a caring home for it 's

own, a sanctuary for others and an

example to the world".

In his Canada Day address,

Prime Minister Harper spoke of the

country's achievements this year,

including the winning of gold

medals at the Winter Olympics and

the hosting of the G8 and G20 sum-

mits. He remarked that Canada is

leading the world, beginning the

recovery from the Global recession

in the strongest economic position

of any country in the world.

Although there is much contro-

versy about the relevance of the

monarchy in the 21st. century,

there is no doubt that for many

Canadians it is an institution that

still has meaning.
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From the Publisher’s Desk ...

Violent Protests and Abuse of Powers takes Centre Stage at G 20
By: Krishni Loganathan

B.A. (Hons) Political Science, History]

On the weekend of June

26th, 2010 in Toronto;  Canada

hosted the fourth meeting of

the G20 Summit at the Metro

Convent ion Centre where

heads of government gathered

to discuss global affairs includ-

ing the economy and other

vital issues affecting the glob-

al community. This year's

theme was called "Recovery

and New Beginnings" in order

to create strategies to suc-

cessfully come out of the con-

tinuing recession. 

As the G20 Summit drew

closer, protests began to form

around widespread issues

including globalization, pover-

ty, capitalism and other signif-

icant concerns. Although

protests were held 1 week

prior to the Summit, these

protests remained peaceful as

demonstrators addressed their

issues in a democratic and

non-violent way. 

This was not the case how-

ever towards the first day of

the Summit  where violent

protests took place on the

streets of downtown Toronto.

The burning of police vehicles,

vandalism of commercial

buildings and other violent

acts occurred during the two

days of the Summit. 

Security was an ongoing

topic of discussion throughout

the G20 Summit as Canada

spent over 900 million dollars

on the preparation and costs

involved throughout the

Summit. Even with all of this

preparation, violent protests

took place leaving the city with

severe damages to the infra-

structure and even during the

clean-up. 

Although the security of

the Summit was given special

powers throughout the two

days, from arresting people

who would not identify them-

selves within the security zone

to other arrests that the secu-

rity had a warrant to use;

these powers were seen to be

taken advantage of. Even dur-

ing the peaceful protests, sev-

eral people were detained in

the special detention centre

for the G20. 

Precautions must be taken

during events such as these,

but certain circumstances

should not allow authority to

abuse their powers. Media

staff and other high profiled

figures were detained for

unlawful reasons, which creat-

ed outrage to society.

Protesters and other commu-

nity members felt their demo-

cratic rights were being violat-

ed and the police and security

exploiting their rights.

Protestors from all over the

world came to voice their con-

cerns to the world leaders and

the greater global community.

Democrat ic opinions are

encouraged in the Canadian

society, especially in a cultural-

ly diverse city like Toronto, but

protesters like the Black Bloc

had taken their democratic

privileges and abused them

when they took part in violent

actions during the Summit.

In order for protests to

occur the general public and

leaders in power have to coop-

erate together to ensure

issues in the global community

can be resolved. When vio-

lence takes place this trust is

taken away, and change

becomes more difficult to take

place. 

Democracy is a vital part of

the Western world and will not

be successful without compro-

mises. We have moved too far

in civilization to go back to

winning battles through vio-

lence; going forward diploma-

cy is a key means to success.
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"There is nothing comparable

with the possession of unfail-

ing thoughtfulness at all times;

and towards all persons. "

- Thirukkural #536

Monsoon Journal
Printing the Winds of Change

around us 

All lands home, all men kin.

Managing Editor & Publisher

Logan Velumailum 

Editorial & Marketing Consultant 

Siva Sivapragasam 

Promotion Co-ordinator

Senthi Senthivel

Layout Design

Santosh Kumar K.A

Graphics Consultant 

Gnane B. Gnanendran

Marketing & Communication 

Thusyanthy Indrakumaran

Contributing Columnists 

Anand. J

Abizar Badani

Arun Senathirajah

Ayktah Grover

Devadas Chelvam

Dr. Fonseka

Prof. Ghai, Saran

Harish . G

K.T. Kumaran 

Krishni. L

Kumar Punithavel

Mithura Anandarajah

Nate. V

Parthipan Kugadason (PK)

Raymond Rajabalan 

Rudy Ruthran

Shiyam. L

Sri Krishnan. S

Subramaniam Kanthaswamy

Circulation Co-ordinator

S.S. Mathavan

Killy Sivarajah

To place community and 
non profit organization news 

submit by email to:
info@monsoonjournal.com

Tel: 416-358-3235

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: No contents

in Monsoon Journal may be printed

without the written consent of the

Publisher.

The views and opinions expressed in

the articles in Monsoon Journal are

those of the authors and do not nec-

essarily reflect those of the Publisher.

While all efforts have been made to

ensure accuracy  Monsoon Journal is

not responsible for any errors or

omissions in the contents. Advertisers

are responsible for the contents in

the Advertisements and all liabilit ies

for their claimers.

Monsoon Journal

Circulation

Toronto(GTA), Scarborough,

Markham, Mississauga, Brampton,

Pickering, Ajax, Vaughan, Waterloo.

“Source for Multi Ethnic Exposure”

Disclaimer:
Opinions and Interpretations

appearing in the newspaper are
those of the writers and need

not be necessarily of
Monsoon Journal

The Scarborough Hospital

recognized for 

communication excellence
TORONTO (June 29, 2010) —

The Corporate Communications

team at The Scarborough Hospital

(TSH) has earned three APEX

Awards for Publication Excellence,

recognizing the work of profes-

sional communicators from across

North America and beyond.

The entire team was honoured

for the “I t ’s a new day” video, pro-

duced last year to launch the hos-

pital’s new Mission, Vision and

Values. The video, featuring staff,

physicians, volunteers and board

members from TSH, is available

online at  www.youtube.

com/TSHCommunications.

Communicat ions Specialist

Tracy Huffman and Corporate

Communications Manager Dave

Bourne won for the best One-to-

Two Person Produced Website in

the Web & Intranet category.

They collaborated on the develop-

ment of TSH’s new website at

www.tsh.to, and cont inue to

evolve the site’s content to meet

the needs of the community.

Bourne was also honoured in

the Health and Medical

Campaigns and Programs catego-

ry for the communications plan

that helped TSH achieve the high-

est rate of hand hygiene compli-

ance in Ontario last year.

These three APEX awards are

in addition to the OVATION Award

of Excellence presented by the

Toronto chapter of the

I nternat ional Associat ion of

Business Communicators in May.

The OVATION award also recog-

nized the communication support

for the highly successful hand

hygiene campaign.

“ I t ’s wonderful to see the

high-calibre work of our Corporate

Communicat ions dep-artment

being recognized with these

awards,” says Anne Marie Males,

Vice President of Pat ient

Experience at The Scarborough

Hospital. “These awards show-

case our commitment to excel-

lence, which is one of the hospi-

tal’s key values.”

For more information, please

contact:

Dave Bourne, Manager 

Corporate Communications

The Scarborough Hospital

(416) 438-2911 ext. 6836

dbourne@tsh.to

Indian Aid Package of 
Rs.142billion for reconstruction
of the North in Sri Lanka

By Siva Sivapragasam        

I ndia is emerging as the

biggest donor to reconstruct and

rehabilitate Jaffna which has been

ravaged by the thirty year old war.

A huge sum of Rs. 142 billion

has been allocated for this mas-

sive reconstruction work by the

Government of India and most of

this will be in the form of grants

and loans. The aid package was

finalized at the discussions held

recent ly when Sri Lankan

President Mahinda Rajapakse met

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh. Sri Lanka's Minister of

Economic Development is sched-

uled to visit India soon to work

out details of the implementation

of the aid. Much of the assistance

will go for the following projects:

Reconstruct ion of the Rail

track from Pallai to K.K.S. and

from Talaimannar to Medawa-

chchiya which was badly damaged

during the war.

Construction of 50,000 houses

for the displaced people in the

North affected by the war

Reconstruction and modernization

of the Palaly Airport and the KKS

Harbour

Restoration of the Duraiappah

Stadium and the construction of a

cultural centre for Jaffna

Restorat ion of the historic

Thirukketheswaram Temple

Establishment of an

Agricultural Research Institute in

the North

India is also considering direct

disbursement of the funds for

housing to those displaced by the

war. India considers Sri Lanka as a

strategic asset and is competing

with China in it 's aid assistance to

counter Chinese influence in the

country and to prevent Sri Lanka

slipping out of India's orbit.



RBC recent ly launched

myFinanceTracker, Canada's first

online financial management tool

integrated into an online banking

system.  myFinanceTracker will

automatically categorize transac-

tions, track expenses and provide

advanced budgeting capabilit ies

for all personal banking and cred-

it card accounts.  

"myFinanceTracker will help

our clients save time and money

while managing their finances,"

said James McGuire, vice presi-

dent, Digital Strategy and

Experience at RBC. "Canadians of

all ages and income levels are

telling us they have a desire to

better understand their financial

situation. This online tool can help

clients track and manage where

they are spending money, an

essential first step in reaching any

financial goal - whether it 's saving

money for a child's education,

retirement, getting out of debt or

putting money away for a big pur-

chase." 

This tool is available at no cost

to all personal RBC online banking

customers, and will enable them

to create a set budget and track

their spending habits. I f users

exceed their set limit, an alert will

notify them. They will also have

the ability to establish an account

balance target for one or more

accounts and an alert will be trig-

gered when the balance of an

account drops below the set

parameters. myFinanceTracker

provides online banking cus-

tomers with the online capabili-

t ies, including (1)Categorizing

account t ransact ions;  (2)

Budget ing;  (3)Tracking income

and expenses (4) Managing your

money. Visit the newly designed

online banking site where you will

find access to myFinanceTracker

http: / / www.rbcroyalbank.com/ ne

wolb/
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Whether pitching a tent in the

backyard or sleeping under the

stars in a provincial park, camping

is a great way for families to

reconnect and enjoy time togeth-

er in Canada's great backyard.  In

fact , eighty-nine per cent of

Canadians, almost 9 in 10, have

been camping at least once in

their lives - making camping one

of Canada's most popular outdoor

act ivit ies.  But for f irst  t ime

campers, it can often seem daunt-

ing trying to get organized and

prepare for the weekend away.

Luckily, Coleman, Stearns and

Sevylor, offer all the necessary

items to make camping and other

summer outdoor act ivit ies like

boating and swimming, not just

fun, but functional. 

"We've been helping families

and friends get together to social-

ize and connect with nature for as

long as we've been making

lanterns and stoves.  Camping is

the original social network," says

Ezio Sbrizzi, Vice President and

General Manager, Coleman,

Stearns and Sevylor Canada.

"Today's innovative gear makes

short work of putting up the tent

and cooking meals while maximiz-

ing comfort, convenience, value

and family time."

Enjoying the Great 

Outdoors:

- Even on a rainy day,

Coleman®  tents, featuring

Coleman's exclusive Weather

Tec™ System, are guaranteed to

keep you dry and comfortable.

For first-timers preparing for their

initial foray into the woods, the

new Coleman®  Family Camping

Package is the perfect place to

start. All of the basics, including a

tent, two chairs and two sleeping

bags, are packaged together in a

handy carrying case.  

- Forget an uncomfortable

night of sleeping on the ground.

Coleman's new Double High

Pillow Top QuickBed®  Airbed with

120V Built-In Pump will ensure a

good night's sleep and plenty of

energy for whatever your outdoor

activities entail.  Quick to inflate,

it makes a night under the stars

an enjoyable experience.

- Outdoor food prep has

never been easier than with

Coleman's line of on-the-go cook-

ing systems.   Coleman's new All-

in-One Trio Cooking System offers

a stove, grill and griddle in one

unique portable product, allowing

for easy transport and compact

storage.  No need to rub two

sticks together to get it going -

InstaStart™ ignit ion allows for

fast, dependable lighting without

matches.

- Keeping food and bever-

ages cold and safe are campsite

"musts".  Coleman offers a wide

range of coolers in all shapes and

sizes, boasting stacking capabili-

t ies for easy packing and storage.

The new Coleman®   50QT

Wheeled Xtreme®  Party

Stacker™ Cooler holds 84 cans,

has a telescoping handle and

large, durable wheels - perfect for

day trips, picnics or long week-

ends getaways. 

- No trip is complete with-

out fun and games. Inflatable

beach toys like Sevylor's Triangle

Party Platform and Convertible

Lounger encourage active play by

the lake. Puddle Jumper swim

aids by Stearns help kids build

confidence when they take their

first plunge.

Stay Afloat and Buckle-Up:

Boating and water-play can be

a great way for families and

friends to get outdoors and enjoy

the summer season, but taking

the proper precautions is very

important to ensure that summer

fun is safe fun. "Eighty seven per

cent of Canada's annual drown-

ings result from people not wear-

ing a PFD," says Pat Gray, Director

of Marketing, Stearns Canada.

"So it 's easy to see why buckling

up could easily save your life." 

Stearns, lifejacket experts and

a leading manufacturer of high

quality outdoor products, are the

go-to manufacturer of personal

flotation devices. Offering infant,

child, youth and adult PFDs in a

variety of vibrant colours, families

can rest assured that when they

purchase a Stearns PFD, they are

investing in safety. 

Gray offers parents tips on

what to look for when buying a

PFD for their child:

" Children's PFDs are fit

according to the child's weight, so

find the appropriate size and have

your child try it on. Do not buy a

PFD that is too large in the hope

that he or she will grow into it. 

" PFDs should fit snugly,

and not ride up over the child's

chin or ears. I f there is more than

7.6 cm between the child's shoul-

ders and the PFD, it is too big and

could do more harm than good.

" Safety features should

include: 

1. A large collar for head

support that also has a grab strap

on it 

2. Waist  t ies or elast ic

gathers in the front and back 

3. A safety strap that goes

between the legs to prevent the

device from slipping over the

child's head 

4. Sturdy, rust-proof buck-

les and zipper

"Parents who want their kids

to wear a PFD should lead by

example and wear one too," adds

Gray. "Adult PFDs are fit according

to chest size so they should feel

snug, but st ill allow room to

breathe and move freely." 

Proper care of your PFD is just

as important as finding one that

fits. PFDs are designed to save

lives -they should never be used

as a seat cushion or fender for the

boat. Using it in this manner will

comprise its effectiveness.

CAMPING IS A WAY FOR EVERYONE TO

ENJOY CANADA'S GREAT OUTDOORS

RBC LAUNCHES CANADA'S FIRST

INTEGRATED ONLINE FINANCIAL

MANAGEMENT TOOL
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Gearing up is easy as 1, 2, 3 with Coleman, Stearns and Sevylor

Provides automated transaction categorization,
expense tracking and budgeting



New York, June 19, 2010-The

Committee to Protect Journalist

welcomes the arrival in the United

States of Sri Lankan journalist J.S.

Tissainayagam, who arrived at

Washington's Dulles International

Airport  on Saturday, Jun19th

morning.

He was met there by friends.

According to CPJ representative

Kamel Labidi, who was on hand to

meet Tissa, "He was all smiles,

and said to thank everyone who

helped him gain his freedom."

"Tissainayagam's arrival in the

United States is very welcome

news, and we join in the joy that

he and his wife Ronnate are feel-

ing," said Joel Simon, CPJ's exec-

utive director. "We hope his arrival

in the U.S. is a step by the gov-

ernment to address its harsh poli-

cies toward the media-policies

that have not changed since the

end of Sri Lanka's more than 30

years of civil conflict."

On May 3, World Press

Freedom Day, the government

announced that it would grant

Tissainayagam a presidential par-

don. Tissainayagam had been

released on bail in January and

had lived in seclusion in Sri Lanka

since. The Tamil editor was first

jailed in March 2008 and eventu-

ally indicted under the Prevention

of Terrorism Act in August 2008.

So far, the Sri Lankan govern-

ment has made no official state-

ment about the terms of his

release, and Tissainayagam and

his wife have made no public

statements.

Here are the 15 conditions

spelt  out  by the European

Commission for renewal of GSP+

preferential trade with Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka government rejected

the conditions as being an 'insult '

and infringing on the 'sovereignty'

of Sri Lanka:

1. Reduction of the number of

derogat ions to the I CCPR

(International Covenant on Civil

and Polit ical Rights).

2. Take steps to ensure that

the key objective of the 17th

Amendment to Const itut ion,

namely to provide for independ-

ent impartial appointments to key

public posit ions, is fully safe-

guarded, including through

Constitutional Council which ade-

quately reflect the interest of all

polit ical, ethic and religious

groups and minorities within Sri

Lankan society.

3. Repeal the remaining part

of the 2005 Emergency regula-

tions, notably those Regulations

concerning detent ion without

trial, restrictions on freedom of

movement, ouster of jurisdiction

and immunity and repeal of the

2006 Emergency Regulat ions

(Gazette No 1474/ 5/ 2006). I f

GoSL considers that it is essential

to retain certain provisions which

are compatible with the ICCPR or

UNCAT, such as provisions con-

cerning possession of weapons,

such provisions should be trans-

ferred to the Criminal Code.

4. Repeal of those sections of

the Prevention of Terrorism Act

which are incompatible with the

ICCPR (in particular sections 9,10,

11, 14, 15, 16 and 26) or amend-

ment so as to make them clearly

compatible with the ICCPR.

5. Repeal of the ouster clause

in section 8 and the immunity

clause in section 9 of the Public

Security Ordinance or amend-

ment so as to make them clearly

compatible with the ICCPR.

6. Adoption of the planned

amendments to the code of

Criminal Procedure, which provide

for the right of a suspect to see a

lawyer immediately following

arrest.

7. Legislative steps necessary

to allow individuals to submit

complaints to the UN Human

Rights Commission under the

First Optional Protocol to the

ICCPR and to the UN Committee

against Torture under Article 22.

8. Steps to implement out-

standing opinions of the UN

Human Rights Committee in indi-

vidual cases.

9. Extension of an invitation to

the following UN Special

Procedures who have requested

to visit Sri Lanka (UN Working

Group on Enforced

Disappearances, UN Special

Rapporteur pn Torture, UN

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of

Expression, UN Special

Rapporteur on Independence of

Judges and Lawyers).

10. Responses to a significant

number of individual cases cur-

rently pending before the UN

Working Group on Enforced

Disappearances.

11. Publication of the com-

plete final report of the 2008

Commission of Enquiry.

12. Publicat ion or making

available to family members a list

of the former LTTE combatants

currently held in detention as well

as all other persons detained

under the Emergency

Regulat ions. Decisive steps to

bring to an end the detention of

any persons held under the

Emergency Regulations either by

releasing them or by bringing

them to trial.

13. Granting of access to all

places of detention for monitoring

purposes to an independent

humanitarian organization, such

as the International Committee of

the Red Cross.

14. Adoption of the National

Human Rights Action Plan by

Parliament and its prompt imple-

mentation.

15. Take steps to ensure jour-

nalists can exercise their profes-

sional duties without harassment.
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The 15 EU conditions urging human
rights in Sri Lanka turned down

The Law Office of

T. Jegatheesan
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public, ON.

Real Estate, Refinance & Mortgages

   Business Law

   Family Law

   Power of Attorney &

   Any other Legal Services

2620 Eglinton Ave East, Suite 201

Scarborough, ON. M1K 2S3

Tel: 416.266.6154, Fax: 416.266.4677 +

+

Karaikudi Chettinad Restaurant is looking

for 2 waiters, full-time or part-time,

Day/Evening. 

Walk-in between 6-7 on weekdays 

and 3-4 pm on weekends. 

416-701-0003

Waiters Wanted

Freed Sri Lankan journalist

Tissainayagam arrives in U.S.

J.S. Tissainayagam

Press Release from the Committee to
Protect Journalists

- Require full t ime Flower Shop Manager. 

- Must be able to speak English and Tamil. 

- Must be able to take phone orders over the phone from

both Tamil and English speaking Customers. 

- Experience in making flowers garlands or floral arrange-

ments is required but not necessary.

- Previous Flower shop experience is required but not nec-

essary

- I t is a full t ime position and must be able to work extra

hours during busy seasons.

Contact Shanthi at (416) 288-1419 

or Fax the resume to (416) 288-9311

Help Wanted



Pudhuvai N. Raman.

Canada being a country of

cultural diversity, gives impor-

tance for the best prosperity of

contended life with unity of all

ethnic community in this beautiful

nation. As such the Govt imple-

ments various projects for eco-

nomic plans & developments par-

ticularly towards tax strategy and

employment opportunities to the

new immigrants. As part of its

plan to make Ontario more com-

petitive, the province is imple-

menting the most important tax

reform in a generation. This tax

package will help Ontario attract

new investments and create jobs

by cutting taxes for people, busi-

ness entrepreneurs as well com-

bining two existing sales taxes

into one - HST and removing the

hidden taxes that we all pay.

In this regard, a special media

meeting was held on June 22nd

at Cypriot  Community Centre,

6.Thorncliff Park Dr, East York,

presided over by the Hon.

Minister of Cit izenship and

Immigration Dr, Eric Hoskins and

Hon. Minister of Transportation

Mrs Kathleen Wynne, M.P.P. Don

Valley West. More than 15 media

representat ives attended this

meeting.

Mrs Indra Naidu-Harris, MCI

Minister's off ice and Mr Jack

Kado, MCI  Communicat ion

Branch, Lindsay Hunter off ice

staff of the Hon. Minister gave a

warm reception and handed over

the brochure of the meeting.

In the beginning Mrs Kathleen

Wynne welcomed all followed

with self introduction of the par-

ticipants   she also high lighted

the impacts of the meeting with

introductory remarks. 

As of July 1, 2010, the Retail

Sales Tax (RST) will be replaced

with a modern value added tax

that will be combined with the

federal Goods and Services Tax

(GST) to create the federally

administered Harmonized Sales

Tax. Which will modernize an out

dated 50 years old tax system.

The Provincial portion of the HST

will be the current 8%  and the

federal portion will be 5%  for a

combined HST rate of 13% .

Replacing the RST with the HST

allows most businesses to be

reimbursed for tax paid on their

business inputs through the use

of input tax credits.  They also

said that Ontario's tax plan will

create more jobs for Ontario fam-

ilies, including newcomers by

making the province one of the

most competitive jurisdictions in

the industrialised world.

The plan includes business tax

cuts and a Harmonized Sales Tax

(HST) which will result in the tax

rate on business investments as

well create new jobs and take

advantage of the skills of new

comers. As the results of new

comers companies will be able to

invest the savings they generate

from the HST on new training

programs to ensure that newcom-

ers can put their skills to work.

Further this new plan includes

permanent income tax cuts for

families and new permanent sales

tax credit. Thus this tax package

is a key component of the five

years Open Ontario Plan, which

supports job creat ion and

enhances the programs and serv-

ices, including education, health

care and skills training.

Dr Eric Hoskins, Minister of

Cit izenship and I mmigrat ion

quotes 'Ontario immigrants are

among the world's best  and

brightest, helping them put their

skills to work is key to Ontario's

future growth. The tax plan will

create hundreds of thousands of

new jobs, encourage the growth

of small businesses as well attract

investment to Ontario'. Similarly

Mrs Kathleen Wynne, Minister for

Transportation in her statement

'For Ontario to be competitive in

today's global economy, we need

to reform our outdated tax sys-

tem. Hence the present tax plan

of the government will strengthen

more investment and more jobs

for all Ontarians including skilled

newcomers. He also referred the

findings of the tax expert and

economist Jack Mintz, Ontario's

tax plan will create 6000,000 new

jobs in the next decade since

70%  new comers are highly

skilled and professionally quali-

fied. A number of studies have

indicated that within a decade

immigration will account for virtu-

ally all of the province's net labour

force growth and this package will

benefit payments by providing up

to $1,000 in most families and up

to $300 for most single people. As

a result of Ontario's Tax Plan, 93

per cent of income tax payers got

an income tax cut on January 1,

2010. Followed with discussions

of the participants, some of them

raised quest ions relat ing the

impact of the immigrant's visa

policies, pharmacists and nurse

wage rate, comparing the phar-

maceutical entrepreneurship with

Shoppers Drug Mart, Groceries

and family benefits.  Both digni-

taries answered with various illus-

trations.  Para legalist Mr Shaukat

A. Malik,  Mrs Sonali Chakrborti,

Legal Immigration Partnerships,

United Way, Nawal Ateeq,

President of Canadian Association

of Pakistan Origin, Mr.R.N.

Logendralingam, Chief Editor of

Uthayan Tamil News weekly and

the staff reporter Mr Pudhuvai

Raman, the leading grocery busi-

ness entrepreneur Mr Sritas Takur

(Iqbal Stores)  Mr Alim, 'Vasanth

News' Gujarathi News Paper , the

Chief Editor of Pakistan  Abroad

News Paper and Pharmacist Mr.

Fysal and Ashok participated in

this meet ing which concluded

with refreshments.
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Ontario's Tax Plan (HST) for Jobs and Growth - 
A special Press meet with Hon. Dr. Eric Hoskins,
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration & Mrs
Kathleen Wynne, M.P.P. Don Valley West

Mrs. Kathleen Wynne

Hon. Dr. Eric Hoskins

Saturday October 2, 2010

3 p.m.- 7 p.m.

The Punjani Family Residence - The

Bridle Path, Toronto

Objectives:

o To raise money to support the purchase

of a spinal table and "x" number of incuba-

tors. Target $156K plus.

o To recognize and integrate the diverse

community of Scarborough

o To cultivate and steward existing and

new major gift prospects to gift to The

Scarborough Hospital

The Garden Party Overview:

o The Punjani Family has graciously

offered to underwrite the event costs.

o The event will be an informal tented

affair on the tennis court/gardens

o Marche' style hot and cold cuisines fea-

turing cuisines from: India, China, Greece

o Entertainment reflective of the cultures

above but not limited to;

o South Asian - Bollywood

o Chinese - Dragon Dance

o Greek -  "Zorba Dance"

o Tables and seating capacity 300-400

people

o The event will feature a non-alcoholic

service

o Parking and security will be made avail-

able

o In the event of inclement weather the

tents will be heated

For more info or join the party, please

contact Guy Bonnel:  416-439-2911 Ex: 6664

or gbonnell@tsh.to

The Punjani Garden Party in aid of
The Scarborough Hospital Foundation

King Square Business

& Residential Complex

By Thusyanthy Indrakumaran

The King Square Metropolitan

Complex coming up in Markham will per-

haps be the largest business and residen-

tial complex in North America when it is

completed. This was revealed by the

owners  at the Media launch held recent-

ly at the Hilton Hotel.

The King square complex is located

west of Woodbine Avenue and north of

16 Avenue in the city of Markham. 

The Total space is approximately a

million square feet and this mega-project

is subdivided in 3 phases. The first phase

is a huge 300.000 square feet indoor

shopping center, which includes a 45.000

square feet Wah Shing Supermarket, a

4.000 square feet major bank and a

25.000 square feet  Regal Palace

Convention Centre/Banquet Hall.  The

initial investment is expected to be

more than one-hundred million dol-

lars.  The second and third phase devel-

opments will see the construction of two

nine-storey condominium buildings and a

nine-storey luxury hotel next to the

indoor shopping center. 

The proposed building complex is

surrounded by natural settings together

with a park, a golf course and a pond

nearby. The environment offers scenic

beauty with all amenities close by. I t will

certainly be a perfect shopping centre

and a relaxing spot.

FOR SALE - Property in Sri Lanka
56 perches of prime land with a large house is  available for sale in Kurunegala 

(55, Kandy Road-Kurunegala)

The property with all amenities has clear title by court order, adjoining Jupiter Theatre

and bordering the main road.

Contact: Canada – Palitha: 905 231 9816

Sri Lanka – Sarath: 011 9411 2722237

Email: samdemel@hotmail.com



By Dr. J. Douglas Salmon, Jr.

Advantages and Disadv-

antages of Anger

Following injury or during an

illness, it is not uncommon for a

person to experience increased

irritability and anger. Pain, uncer-

tainty, stress, and poor sleeping

are often the underlying causes.

Many people consider anger a

strictly negative emotion to be

avoided and ignored. Certainly,

violent actions or harsh words

towards others that occur as a

result of anger often create prob-

lems and may drive others away.

This is not to say, however, that

anger in itself is a negative emo-

tion. Rather, anger can be turned

into a positive force when, for

example, it stimulates a burst of

energy to allow an individual to

endure a frustrat ing situat ion,

when it signals others that one

will not be mistreated, or when it

indicates that, for the moment,

one needs to be left alone. In

addition, anger can be an impor-

tant signal to oneself that a situa-

tion is becoming overwhelming,

that he or she is being threat-

ened, or that one may be getting

into a situation which may be

beyond his or her coping abilit ies.

In this respect, anger can help to

teach an individual about his or

her own limitations and capabili-

t ies.

Thoughts That Produce Anger

The expression, "Nothing is

either good or bad, but thinking

makes it so," provides a useful

reminder that thoughts, rather

than situations, produce anger.

Clearly, the way in which individu-

als view certain events deter-

mines whether they are negative

or posit ive experiences. For

example, one may feel that a

playful child who is getting into

mischief is "curious, active, and

healthy" or that he or she is "a

nuisance, inconsiderate, and

uncontrollable." When the child is

viewed as simply showing curiosi-

ty and a desire to learn about the

world, then his or her behavior is

likely to be accepted with a calm

disposition. I f, however, the child

is viewed as being disruptive, his

or her actions are likely to make

one feel angry.

Analyzing Angry Thoughts

When an individual becomes

angry in a specific situation, and

especially in situations which have

caused anger in the past, it is

important to analyze the thoughts

related to those incidents. The

following are some types of

thoughts which will often provoke

anger and/or stress:

" Having high or unrealistic

expectat ions (e.g., "The kids

should be quiet all the time").

" Lacking self-confidence in

managing the situation (e.g., "I

can't cope").

" Neglecting to consider other

people's point of view

" Seeing things in only "black

and white" terms (e.g., "The pain

must be completely gone before I

can work").

" Blaming oneself or others,

rather than showing forgiveness

Being Aware of anger 

Building

Many people insist that their

anger builds up over the course of

a few seconds, or that it does not

build at all but comes on sudden-

ly. In many instances, however,

this is not the case. In fact, usual-

ly an anger provoking situation

either has occurred in the past,

making the person angry in simi-

lar situations, and/or the anger

will gradually build over the

course of a lengthy period of

time, even though the person

may not realize it. Often, small

irritat ions over the course of

hours or days build up, causing

one final incident to spark more

intense bursts of anger.

An individual can use his or

her knowledge that certain peo-

ple, conversat ions, places, or

activities tend to provoke anger in

him or herself. This knowledge

can allow the individual to pre-

pare a strategy in advance when

these situat ions are about to

unfold. Likewise, headaches, neck

or back pain, increased blood

pressure perspiration, and other

signs of stress can signal an anger

outburst  about to occur.

Furthermore, recognizing another

individual's anger, as shown by

way of certain signals such as

intense facial expressions, tense

body posture, increased loudness

of speech, or swearing, also can

be used as signals to help avoid

unnecessary conflict , harsh

words, or violent actions.

Anger Management 

Techniques

The following is a six-step pro-

cedure to assess and manage sit-

uations of anger and assist in

avoiding violent or confrontation-

al circumstances:

1. Recognize and anticipate

anger based on what you know of

past situations. For example, seek

signs that the other person/peo-

ple are beginning to appear more

tense and angry, and learn to rec-

ognize signs of your own anger

and stress. These signals should

prompt you to begin using an

anger management technique.

2. Relax and evaluate the sit-

uation and then consider the best

method to use, and to control

your anger in case the situation

gets out of hand.

3. Use a relaxation technique

such as slowing your breathing,

imagining a tranquil scene, or

relaxing your muscles.

4. Decide on your approach,

which may include any of the fol-

lowing:

" Use humor to ease the ten-

sion

" Try to see the other individ-

ual's point of view or the view of

an "objective observer"

" Excuse yourself and leave

the situation; perhaps arrange to

continue later

" Be assertive (not aggressive)

and defend your right if you feel

that it is appropriate to do so

" Count to ten; taking this

brief pause is often effective in

averting unnecessary anger

5. Evaluate how well you have

managed the situat ion and

reward yourself when you've

done well, then suggest to your-

self how you would like to handle

similar situations in the future.

6. Maintain a long term "anti-

tension" strategy

Seek professional help, espe-

cially when your actions are, or

may become, physically threaten-

ing.

Managing Anger Towards 

Others

When you feel angry towards

another person or his or her

actions, give the person direct

feedback on how his or her

actions affect you. Indicate to the

individual what behavior causes

your emotional reaction by saying

something like:  "when you

do________, I  feel ________

(irritated, angry, more pain,

embarrassed, etc.)". For example,

you might say, "When you play

your music loudly, I  feel edgy and

my headaches become very

intense". The individual is likely to

react better to such an approach,

than he or she would to swearing,

shouting, or name-calling. I f your

anger is at the point where either

physical violence or injury to oth-

ers is a concern, please seek pro-

fessional help immediately.
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Anger Management*
*Adapted with permission from Multi-

Health Systems & Dr. J. Douglas Salmon,

Jr. from Rehabilitation Education and

Coping Pamphlet Series



by Thusyanthy Indrakumaran

On 6th June 2010 in Toronto

the press conference of the Jai Ho

concert of A. R. Rahman took

place. Singer Hariharan and Mr.

Hussain attended the meet and

shared the information about the

show with us. Mr. Hariharan was

asked few personal quest ions

about his career and his intrests

in music as a child. Of course he

sung 3 songs: 1 Tamil song and 2

Hindi songs. Mainly the press-

meet informed us about the

show, the producer, Singers and

A. R. Rahman's effort.

Altaf Hussain of A2Z

Entertainment I nc. has been

bringing world class entertain-

ment year after year. He has

always had an enthusiasm for

music, and this year he is bringing

with the support of NK Production

Consultants, Sundeep Anand

(Mega Concerts Entertainment)

and Rona (Malvern Town Center)

the One and Only Double Oscar

and Grammy Award Winner A R

Rahman at Air Canada Center in

the city of Toronto.

A R Rahman has long and

prestigious musical career with

countless honours and awards to

his name. There is no substitute

to seeing A R Rahman perform

live. For the trek, Rahman is col-

laborating with creative director

Amy Tinkham, who has worked to

create concerts for Britney

Spears, the Backstreet Boys and

Mariah Carey. "A.R. Rahman Jai

Ho Concert:  The Journey Home

World Tour" will be a theatrical

experience that will blend new

technologies with powerful dance

arrangements and acrobatics. The

show will feature changing sets,

large images on LED screens and

a spectacular cast of musicians

and dancers from across the

globe. Well-known designer Ritu

Beri has been roped in to style the

wardrobe for musician A.R.

Rahman and his entire troupe for

the Jai Ho concert. A.R. Rahman

will be supported by amazing

award-winning singers, all of

whom have worked with him on

various projects and soundtracks:

Hariharan, Javed Ali, Benny

Dayal, Blaaze, Shweta Pandit and

Neetii Muhan.

Don't miss A R Rahman when

he takes the stage in Toronto at

Air Canada Centre that  was

scheduled for Sunday, June 20th,

2010 and now it has been post-

poned to Sept 28th, 2010.
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Jai Ho Concert - Press meet Toronto

T.S.S.A Canada
(Association of the past pupils of Tamil schools in Sri Lanka)

The fifteenth annual sports festival of T.S.S.A Canada will be held

on Monday August 02, 2010 at Lamaoreux sports centre at Silver Spring

Park (Birchmount and Finch) Scarborough. The following events will be

held beginning with the march past at 

9.30 AM --- Soccer, Netball, Volleyball and Cricket.

Participating school associations please contact the following for

information about the respective events.

Soccer - Mr. M. Jeevaratnam - 416-439-8289

Netball - Ms. Jeya Pillai - 905-947-0967 or 416-826-5306

Volleyball - Mr. T. Pathmanathan - 416-985-1567

Cricket  - Mr. T. Srirangan - 416-261-5842

March Past - Mr. R. Thangarajah - 416-755-1640

You may also contact

Mr. S. Thevarajah - Secretary - 416-494-8575

Mr. S.D. Kulanathan - Vice President - 416-298-0678

Mr. S. Pavalakanthan - Committee member - 647-274-9366

Information by: Mr. T. Thavarasalingam, President

2nd July 2010, Hong Kong -

Lee Kum Kee Group Chairman Mr.

Lee Man Tat has been awarded

the Bronze Bauhinia Star by The

Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region on

the Establishment Day Honours

List for his significant contribution

to Hong Kong.  In the citation on

Mr. Lee's award, the Government

praised him for his achievements

in developing a local brand on

condiments into an internationally

well-known brand with worldwide

distribution.

The Bronze Bauhinia Star is an

honour awarded to persons in

recognit ion of their significant

contribution to Hong Kong. 

Lee Kum Kee was founded in

1888 when Mr. Lee's grandfather

pioneered the production of oys-

ter sauce.  When Mr. Lee took

over management in the early

1970's, the business was operat-

ing as a primitive oyster sauce

factory with a single product for

sale.  Through his enterprising

leadership, innovative marketing

skills and a willingness to adopt

modern business practices, the

company has developed from a

small and medium sized enter-

prise into a multi-national corpo-

ration that it is today.

The "Lee Kum Kee" brand is

now one of the indigenous Hong

Kong brands whose products are

exported worldwide and recog-

nized internationally.  I ts exten-

sive array of over 200 gourmet

sauces and condiments are now

on sale in more than 100 coun-

tries and regions.  

The company believes in

entrepreneurship and has invest-

ed heavily in modern manufactur-

ing plants equipped with state-of-

the-art computer controlled facili-

t ies in Hong Kong, Mainland

China, Malaysia and the United

States.  

Under Mr. Lee's leadership,

Lee Kum Kee has made sincerity

in manufacturing and stringency

in quality standards its corner-

stone.  From the first stage of raw

material select ion to f inished

goods production, strict monitor-

ing systems are executed to

ensure excellent product quality

of the highest internat ional

hygiene standard.  In spite of the

challenges posed by increased

compet it ions, unruly market

forces an even merciless reces-

sions, the company has stayed

true to its corporate values of

"Pragmatism, Integrity, Constant

Entrepreneurship and Considering

Others' Interest" and committed

to its mission of "Promot ing

Chinese Cuisines Worldwide".

Mr. Lee Man Tat is delighted at

the award and thankful to The

Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region for

bestowing this honour on him.

He feels that the award is not sim-

ply a recognition of his contribu-

tion, but also an endorsement of

the development of Lee Kum Kee

and its contribution to the society.  

Mr. Lee gratefully expressed,

"I  sincerely thank all the staff of

Lee Kum Kee for their salutary

dedication, commitment and per-

severance, and am indebted to

my family members for their

wholehearted care and support

over the years, without which Lee

Kum Kee and I  could not be

where we are today."

Lastly, Mr. Lee added that the

company will continue pursuing

its vision of "Where there're peo-

ple, there're Lee Kum Kee

Products". 

For media inquiries, please

contact:

Christine Xiong

Tel:  (626)7091888

chiristine.xiong@LKKUSA.COM

www.LKK.com

Lee Kum Kee Group Chairman Mr. Lee

Man Tat Awarded the Bronze Bauhinia

Star by the Government of HKSAR

Lee Man Tat
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Legal  Luminary Senator S.R.Kanaganayagam's

Portrait unveiled at Jaffna Law Library
"He carried the torch of independence, dedication and courage'' - Justice C.V.Wigneswaran

By Siva Sivapragasam

The portrait  of Senator S.R

Kanaganayagam, popularly referred to as

"S.R'' and a popular lawyer who had a half

a century of civil practice, was unveiled at

the Jaffna Law Library recently.

The function was presided by Shantha

Abimanasingham P.C,President of the Bar

Association of Jaffna  who was a Junior

Counsel in Senator Kanaganayagam's

Chambers. The portrait was unveiled by

Justice C.V.Wigneswaran, retired Judge of

the Supreme Court. The event was well

attended by a large gathering of members

of the Judiciary of the Northern Province,

several Attorneys-At-Law and members of

the public. 

Among the family members present at

the function were "S.R's sons- Colombo's

well-known Lawyer Kanag I swaran,

President's Counsel, Mr.Maheswaran and

"S.R's daughter Savithri Devi and her hus-

band Dr.Balasubramaniam from Sydney,

Australia. Other members of Mr.

Kanaganayagam's family circle  present at

the function were the sons of Kanag

Iswaran - Kishaan and Shivaan (also a

Barrister) and daughter Radhika and grand

daughters Shayaana and Kiyaasha (from

U.S.).

Speaking at the function after the

unveiling of the portrait , Just ice

Wigneswaran traced the career of Senator

Kanaganayagam and remarked that he had

a way of understanding the Judges and

taking them along with his arguments. He

remarked that "S.R" carried the 'torch if

independence, dedication and courage". He

requested the younger attorneys to follow

these principles. Justice Wigneswaran also

reminded the audience that the Senator

was always conscious of his social respon-

sibilit ies and had mastered the art of court

craft . Mrs.Savithri Devi

Balasubramaniam,Senator "S.R."s.adored

daughter, proposed the vote of thanks. A

dinner hosted by Mr.Kanaga

Iswaran(Senator's eldest  son and

President's Counsel) followed the function.

Senator Kanaganayagam had a lucra-

tive practice in civil law for well over half a

century in Jaffna. He had a firm grasp of

the basic principles of the Law and was

known for his skilful cross examinations. He

was called to the Bar in 1933 and worked

in the Chambers of Sir Vait ilingam

Duraisamy and Homer Vanniasingam, two

well-known legal luminaries of the

Northern Province at  that  t ime.The

Thesavalamai Law and Temple Trusts were

his forte in his legal practice. He was

appointed a Senator in 1949 and served

two terms till 1957 making valuable contri-

butions in the debates in the Senate. 

Senator Kanaganayagam was an excel-

lent speaker both in English and Tamil. He

was also involved in cultural and religious

act ivit ies. He set up the Ramanathan

Academy of Music and was it 's f irst

President.He was also the President of the

Ramanathan Trust. 

Known for his ready wit and humour in

his practice, "S.R." was the last of the

Jaffna legal brigade which shed luster to

the legal profession as well as to the public

life of Jaffna. Senator Kanaganayagam's

skill as a lawyer can be summed up in what

people referred to him as "a good lawyer

for bad cases". 

(Seen here are some pictures taken at

the Portrait unveiling function)

Unveiled portrait of Senator Kanaganayagam

President's Counsel Kanag Iswaran

(Senator Kanaganayagam's son) and 

Justice Sripavan,along with others in the audience)

Justice Wigneswaran and Senator Kanaganayagam's

daughter Savithri Devi

Senator Kanaganayagam's son Kanag Iswaran,Daughter Savithri Devi and Senator's younger son Maheswaran
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New BBasement

Renovate BBasement

New/Update KKitchen

New/Update WWashroom

Plumbing

Electrical

Hardwood FFlooring

Tiling

Painting

For QQuality

Workmanship && PPrompt SService

Can-EEast RRenovation

Call

Mohan
416-671-2473
mohan.t@rogers.com

Home Renovations

Condo for Lease
Luxury 1 bedroom plus den condo unit in Downtown location. Parking

included. Great Facilities (Rooftop Terrace, Sauna, Theatre, Party Room Etc),

Granite Contertop.

Close To All Amenities. Financial District And Entertainment District. Steps

Away From Rogers Centre, CN Tower And Convention Centre. Easy Access

to Hwy, TTC, Buses and Subways. 5 Newer Appliances, CAC included.

Rent: $1,650

Call: V. Logan

416-410-1620

www.monsoonjournal.com

Clinicare Discount Pharmacy

Clinicare Medical Centre

Saeed Patel, B.Sc. Phm. Pharmacist

Dr. Roubiya Mohamed, MD, CCFP

Walk-In-Clinic, Family Physician

ALL DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED

WE WAIVE $ 2.00 CO-PAY FOR ALL ONTARIO

GOVERNMENT DRUG BENEFIT PLANS

BLISTER CARD PACKAGING AVAILABLE

EASY PRESCRIPTION TRANSFER

15% DISCOUNT ON ALL OTC PRODUCTS

         New Patients Welcome

TRAVEL VACCINATION

LAB & ULTRASOUND

CARDIOLOGY SERVICES - ECG, ECHO, STRESS TESTING,

LOOP MONITOR, HOLTER MONITOR, CARDIOLOGIST CONSULTING

PLASTIC SURGEON CONSULTING

GYNECOLOGY PROCEDURES - IUD, BIOPSY

Phone 416 293 5454

Free Delivery Services anywhere in the GTA

Phone: 416 293 3436

Fax: 416 293 5493
Emal: clinicarepharmacy@gmail.com 

We speak Urdu, Tamil, Gujarati, Hindi,

Punjabi, Arabic and  English

2250, Markham Rd, Unit # 3, Scarborough, On. M1B 2W4

Asprin ( 81mg.) 

$11.99 only 

for 180 Tablets

Tylenol (Extra Strength)

$ 10.99 only 

for 150 Tablets

FREE Blood Glucose Meter withFREE Blood Glucose Meter with

purchase of 100 Test Strips Only $79.99purchase of 100 Test Strips Only $79.99

FREE Blood Glucose Meter with

purchase of 100 Test Strips Only $79.99
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AI ADMK General Secretary

Jayalalithaa on Saturday June

19th listed an 18 point request to

help Tamils in Sri Lanka. "The

Centre and the Tamil Nadu gov-

ernments must ensure that the

Lankan government fulfills these

promises and resett les the

Tamils," she said in a statement

released in Chennai.

Ms. Jayalalithaa said Tamil

Nadu Gov. conduct ing Tamil

Classical Conference in Coimba-

tore under the present circumas-

taneces is totally unnecessary,

and called for the implementation

of the following 18 points to alle-

viate immediate diff icult ies of

Tamils in Sri Lanka:

1) Still there are still 100,000

people languishing in camps in Sri

Lanka North. They should be

accorded with resettlement and

rehabilitation.

2) I t is imperative that reset-

t led people are provided with

adequate relief supplies.

3) Scorched agro lands must

be restored.

4) Re-construct  destroyed

water resources

5) Provide education for peo-

ple

6) Inaugurate new education-

al institutions

7) Construct new educational

facilit ies

8) Renovate and repair educa-

tional facilit ies

9) Enable rehabilitat ion of

women widowed during the war

10) Provide counseling and

assistance to sexually abused

women and children during the

war

11) Renovate temples,

churches and mosques

12) Take measures to curtail

temples and churches being con-

verted into Buddhist monasteries

13) Provide medical assis-

tance and rehabilitation to those

became incapacitated during the

war

14) As the number of males

have dwindled, alleviate the

stress encountered by women

15) Empower women through

businesses run by women

16) Assure all relief assistance

is properly reaches Tamil people

17) Allow Non-Governmental

Organizations to operate there

18) Grant permission for

media persons to meet Tamils.
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Jayalalithaa urges implementation
of an 18 point plan to alleviate
Tamils' plight

AIADMK General Secretary
Jayalalithaa

Military mass wedding:
"Rehabilitation rendered
a publicity stunt"

"Freedom when?" was what

many in the "wedding ceremony"

asked according to BBC

Sandeshaya and tweets remarked

the military marriage of militants

"hugely oversteps ethical bound-

aries".

The ceremony attracted wide-

spread media coverage. Reports

say the mass wedding was held

under heavy military presence

and future for the newly-weds

remains uncertain:

from TweetsTrove:

- The 'happy couples' sure

look like they're enjoying the cer-

emony. Rehabilitation rendered a

publicity stunt.

- Srilanka state-arranged mar-

riage of captured militants still in

detention hugely oversteps ethical

boundaries

Report by Sandeshaya:

The Sri Lankan military has

organised a mass wedding of

more than fifty couples suspected

to be from the Tamil Tiger rebel

group at a ceremony in Vavunia.

Suspected former rebels are

being held at a military-run camp

following their defeat by govern-

ment forces in May last year.

Sri Lankan army says many of

the couples had been unable to

marry earlier because they were

fighting in the civil war.

A BBC correspondent who

attended the event says many

now want to know when they will

be freed from military custody.

The mass wedding was held

under heavy military presence.

The director general in charge

of rehabilitat ion, Brigadier

Sudantha Ranasinghe said that

the newly weds will be housed in

a designated village.

"Arrangements have been

made for their relatives to visit

them," added Brigadier

Ranasinghe.

More than ten-thousand Tamil

Tiger rebels, who surrendered fol-

lowing the defeat of Tamil Tigers

in May last year, are under military

custody in northern Sri Lanka.

Excerpts from the report

by Guardian UK:

Ravichandra Rasikeshara, 26,

married another former fighter,

22-year-old Thaksarani.

"We don't want an Eelam [a

separate state] . We want freedom

and a happy family life,"

Ravichandra, who worked as a

paramedic for the LTTE, said.

The witness for the marriages

was Indian film star Vivek Oberoi

who had come came to Sri Lanka

for an Indian film awards ceremo-

ny earlier this month and visited

the camp at the government's

invitation.

The future for the newly-weds

remains uncertain. Sivapathasun-

daram Kavithas, 29, had been a

fighter for nine years and had met

his wife Bhavani, 28, a fighter for

12 years, when they went for

weapons training together.

Kavithas said he was pleasant-

ly surprised that his marriage was

formalised but said he still longed

for freedom from the camp to

look after his sister who lives

alone. Their parents and two

brothers were killed in the last

stages of the fighting, he said.

"We will live the same restrict-

ed life, the difference is we will be

living together again," said

Bhavani.

The couples will be provided

with separate tents . Few will be

going on honeymoon in the near

future. Nearly 3,000 of the 11,000

former Tigers detained at the

war's end have now been

released but Brigadier Ranasinghe

said "a litt le bit more rehabilitation

work" was needed before those

married yesterday could go free.

Weddings were held on June 13, 1010

UN Panel on Sri Lanka: 'Public report for one
death, secret for tens of thousands of deaths?'

Indonesia's former Attorney

General Murzuki Darusman, a

member of the panel of Advisers

on Sri Lanka announced by

Secretary General Ban-Ki-moon

also served on UN panel inquiring

the death of Benazir Bhutto of

Pakistan and that panel's report

was released to the public.

However, in Sri Lanka case

though, UN did not say today if

the panel's report will be made

public, nor if any of the three

members will take questions from

the Press, according to Inner City

Press (ICP).

Full report by Inner City Press

as follows:

On War Crimes, UN Ban's

Panel May Not Speak to Fonseka

or Travel to Sri Lanka, Report May

Be Secret

By Matthew Russell Lee

UNITED NATIONS, June 22 --

A panel on Sri Lanka war crimes

has been named by UN Secretary

General Ban Ki-moon, the day

after Inner City Press exclusively

disclosed the names of its three

members -- but the panel, it turns

out, won't necessarily travel to Sri

Lanka or interview any witnesses.

Inner City Press asked Mr.

Ban's spokesman Martin Nesirky

if, for example, the panel will

interview Sarath Fonseka, who

served as General in charge dur-

ing the final stage of the conflict

and who has spoken of orders to

kill people who surrendered, a

war crimes.

Nesirky replied that "the man-

date is such that some of the pre-

cise details, the who and how, still

need to be worked out." The aim,

he said, is to speak with "the con-

cerned officials," and to finish in

four months.

Which officials are more "con-

cerned" than President Mahinda

Rajapaksa, his brothers Gotabaya

and Basil, and his Ambassador to

the UN Palitha Kohona, named by

Ban's chief of staff Vijay Nambiar

as

having given assurances that

those who surrendered would be

treated in accordance with inter-

national law -- before they were

killed

(Kohona disputes the timing

of his communicat ions with

Nambiar, something that at a min-

imum one would expect this UN

panel to inquire into and resolve.)

Inner City Press asked Nesirky,

in light of the European Union's

announcement that it will only

extended the GSP Plus tariff ben-

efit if the Rajapaksa administra-

tion takes specific human rights

related actions in the next six

months, if the UN believes or

wants one of the actions to be

cooperation with the UN panel.

Nesirky replied, we're focusing

on the work of this advisory

panel. So much for coordination.

So much, too, for consistency.

Murzuki Darusman served on

Ban's panel on the death of

Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan. That

panel's report was released to the

public. Darusman came to the UN

briefing room on the day of its

release, and I nner City Press

asked him questions.

In this Sri Lanka case, though,

Nesirky would not say if the

panel's report will be made public,

nor if any of the three members

will take questions from the Press.

Inner City Press asked, for

example, how Mr. Darusman will

handle his four month Sri Lanka

focus with his new other job, as

special rapporteur on human

rights in North Korea /  DPRK.

Has Steven Ratner performed

any other service for the UN,

other than advising Kofi Annan

about Cambodia's Khmer Rouge

in the last 1990s? Nesirky did not

answer any of these. And so we'll

add a third, about the third mem-

ber:  is Yasmin Sooka more about

reconciliation or accountability?

Even as Nesirky announced

the names, confirming what Inner

City Press has asked him on the

record the previous day, his Office

did not have ready biographies for

the three, as is the usual practice.

Later on Tuesday, Jun 22nd

after Inner City Press asked Nobel

laureate and Elder Maart i

Aht isaari a quest ion, Aht isaari

said of Sri Lanka that it was sad

that in the international communi-

ty, no one had been prepared to

do anything. Sad indeed.

UN's Ban and Darusman: public report for one death, secret for tens of thousands of deaths?
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By Col R Hariharan

From Indian point of view the

much hyped visit of Sri Lanka

President Mahinda Rajapaksa to

New Delhi from June 8 to 11 can

be summed up in one sentence as

much ado about few things, with

apologies to Shakespeare.

Shorn of usual diplomat ic

fillers, the tangibles in the joint

statement issued at the end of

the visit were on three tracks.

One set formalised projects

already in the pipeline for some-

time and included financial incen-

tives from India to push them for-

ward. The other set attended to

easing structural arrangements

(i.e., agreements, MoUs, state-

ment of intentions) to promote

better relat ions and trading

arrangements. And the third set

related to rehabilitation largesse

from India.

But there was litt le or no ani-

mation of perennial issues dis-

cussed in the joint statement.

There were very few hopeful

signs to progress three gritty

issues rehabilitation, devolution,

and strategic security. Overall, the

impression created after the

Presidents visit is that India had

tacit ly agreed to let President

Rajapaksa handle these issues at

his own pace in his own style. I

will be happy if those involved in

the process prove me wrong.

The I ndian Prime Minister

making the inane statement that

a meaningful devolution package,

building upon the 13th

Amendment, would create the

necessary conditions for a lasting

polit ical settlement, creates the

impression that sidelining of the

Tamil issue appears to have been

accepted. In the last three years

India's representatives have said

the same thing a number of

times. And Sri Lanka's response

had been more to buy time than

make any real progress on the

issue.

President Rajapaksa does not

talk any more about the 13th

amendment or even the 13th

amendment + . So not surprising-

ly in the joint statement he made

no commitment to implement the

13th amendment which in any

case has been pushed to the

realms of relevance. The

President merely reiterated his

determination to evolve a polit ical

settlement acceptable to all com-

munities that would act as a cata-

lyst to create the necessary condi-

tions in which all the people of Sri

Lanka could lead their lives in an

atmosphere of peace, justice and

dignity, consistent with democra-

cy, pluralism, equal opportunity

and respect for human rights.

Towards this end, the President

expressed his resolve to continue

to implement in particular the rel-

evant provisions of the

Constitution designed to strength-

en national amity and reconcilia-

tion through empowerment.

Have we not been hearing

similar dialogue for a long time

now between Sri Lanka and

India? I t is difficult to understand

how the mere repetition of imple-

mentation of13th amendment as

a mantra from Indian side and the

flowery rhetoric on democracy,

pluralism et  al from the Sri

Lankan side are going to improve

the lot of Tamils. Are we not

thinking of any other options?

Apparent ly not ;  otherwise it

would have found a place in the

joint statement.

So it is no wonder Tamils on

both sides of the Palk Strait feel

they have been let down very

badly by I ndia. The window

dressing offered by arranging a

meet ing between the visit ing

President and the members of

parliament from Tamil Nadu might

satisfy the ruling coalit ion party

leaders but not the people. The

rhetoric and polit ical manoeuvring

on this count to be wearing thin

as people are waiting to see visi-

ble act ion on all fronts from

Indian side.

Of course, later in Chennai

Home Minister P Chidambaram,

presumably on a mission to

enlighten Tamil Nadu on the take-

aways, highlighted Indias alloca-

tion of Rs 1000 crores to build

50,000 houses for people in north

and south left to fend for them-

selves. And he explained that the

money would be directly given to

householders through banks.

While this is laudable, the

process of rehabilitat ion has

remained good in parts like the

proverbial curates egg. But what

is the overall architecture for

enabling the people ravaged by

war to resume normal life and

join the nat ional mainstream?

Without such an architecture

bound by a time frame, accounta-

bility from both sides and inte-

grated execution, these welfare

measures tend to get dislocated,

downgraded or even get hijacked.

For instance, in the east infra-

structure facilit ies have made

good progress, but peoples strug-

gle for livelihood continues as

before.

When the Eelam War raged

there were protests in Tamil Nadu

by pro-Eelam and pro-Tamil

Tigers segments of polit ical par-

ties on happenings in Sri Lanka.

Then these were joined in by

protests on human rights viola-

tions and humanitarian issues and

war crimes. The protests were

neither large nor spectacular. But

they were there.

During President Rajapaksas

visit this time - a year after the

war - the protests have become

significant because there is no

Prabhakaran or war to give a

boost to these protests. The

protests had gathered sufficient

public and media attention, even

without the orchestration provid-

ed by the war.

The pro-Eelam leaders Vaiko

and Nedumaran and about thou-

sand followers courted arrest

while protest ing against  the

Presidents visit. These protests

have to be studied in sequence of

Sri Lanka-centric events that have

been happening. First there was

pressure on film personalit ies to

boycott the International Indian

Film Awards function in Colombo.

These were followed by protests

in other forms in Tamil Nadu.

There are indications of simmer-

ing discontent over Sri Lanka pol-

icy increasing into effervescence.

A Public I nterest Lit igat ion

filed in the Madras High Court

sought issue of directions to the

government to arrest Sri Lanka

Minister Douglas Devananda, who

was part of President Rajapaksas

entourage. The PI L alleged

Devananda was a proclaimed

offender, wanted in a slew of

cases including murder in Tamil

Nadu.

The moot point is the Tamil

Minister, well known for his strong

ant i-Prabhakaran stance and

equally strong support to the

President, had visited India and

Tamil Nadu a number of times

even at the height of the Eelam

War. And nobody thought of rais-

ing the issue on such occasions

earlier. Why now, after the defeat

of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam (LTTE) and decimation of

its leadership? Clearly the PIL was

aimed at embarrassing New Delhi

and the visiting dignitary.

The other incident was more

sinister. Thanks to alertness of

railway staff, the Rock fort

Express t rain going from

Kumbakonam to Chennai escaped

from accident after a metre-long

portion of the railway track was

found blown up at Sithani, about

25 km from Villupuram junction

on the railway link to Chennai.

The incident happened a day

after President Rajapaksa flew

out of New Delhi. High-power gel-

type explosive device ignited by

electric power had been used

indicating familiarity with han-

dling of explosives.

I t was powerful enough to

create 80-cm crater and blow up

the sleeper along with a piece of

the rail. The Police were quick to

suspect the Tamil Nadu Maoist

elements and later the Tamil Tiger

acolytes in the act of sabotage.

Both are capable of organising

the sabotage. Even though they

failed to derail the train, with their

act they have sent a strong mes-

sage of their extreme frustration

at Indias inability to respond to

the Tamil problems in Sri Lanka.

During the Eelam War, there

were a few instances of the LTTE

elements and the Maoists coming

together for mutual benefit. But

caught between the turbulence of

caste polit ics and the allure of

Dravidian polit ical idiom, Maoists

were always weak force in Tamil

Nadu. Even those few fell out with

the all India body of the organisa-

tion in the eighties over the ques-

tion of supporting Tamil national-

ism. They could not survive as a

cohesive entity in the face of the

Tamil Nadu police dragnet. So

they scattered and have become

embedded in one or more of the

half a dozen small Tamil polit ical

outfits.

These fringe outfits have

diverse agendas, but are united in

the struggle to preserve exclu-

siveness of Tamil identity and

Tamil nationalism which they feel

are threatened by New Delhi and

Colombo. They are unhappy that

even the Tamil Nadu chief minis-

ter Karunanidhi, who used to tac-

it ly support the Tamil identity

issue, has joined the national

polit ical mainstream and let them

down.

I t is doubtful whether the dis-

parate groups can come together

to form a mighty insurgent body

in Tamil Nadu like the LTTE and

wage war as Prabhakaran did.

That may never happen. But they

represent the extreme edge of

the anger many Tamils are feeling

over Indias failure to respond

positively to attend to the Tamil

grievances in Sri Lana. This is

more so because India had vigor-

ously championed their cause in

the past. This feeling has many

takers among Sri Lankan Tamils

both at home and abroad.

Usually police are left to han-

dle developments of extremism in

a knee jerk reaction. However, in

Tamil Nadu the approach has to

be more nuanced. We need to

pay serious attention to the issues

that have generated the discon-

tent and act to produce visible

results in Sri Lanka. And polit ical

parties of Tamil Nadu have a large

responsibility in suggesting and

steering New Delhi to positive

courses of action than merely act-

ing as listening posts, playing pol-

it ics.

(Col R Hariharan, a retired

Military Intelligence specialist on

South Asia, served with the

Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri

Lanka as Head of Intelligence. He

is associated with the Chennai

Centre for China Studies and the

South Asia Analysis Group.)

President Rajapaksa's New Delhi visit:
'Much ado about few things'

Members of the 'Sri Lankan Tamils Protection Movement' staging a
black flag demonstration in Tiruchi on Tuesday protestin against the

visit of Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa to India. Photo: R.M.
Rajarathinam~ courtesy: The Hindu



Former Ontario deputy minis-

ter of finance, and former assis-

tant deputy minister of health,

Jay Kaufman is the new chair of

the Rouge Valley Health System

(RVHS) Board of Directors.

The announcement came this

evening following the hospital's

12th annual general meet ing

(AGM) of members in Ajax.

"We're pleased to welcome

Jay as the new chair of the Board

of Directors," says Janet Ecker,

who has completed her two-year

term as chair and will remain on

the board. "Jay brings to this

leadership role, not only familiari-

ty with RVHS due to his time on

the board, but also a depth of

experience and knowledge of the

health care system, which will be

of great benefit to the board and

the hospital," Ecker adds.

Kaufman, who has served as

the board's vice-chair for the last

two years, says, "The board

thanks Janet for her outstanding

leadership and contributions to

improving patient care while put-

ting RVHS on a more sound finan-

cial footing for the future."

Kaufman adds, "Janet has

worked hard as board chair to

create a culture of accountability,

quality and dedication in patient

care, and in the effective use of

taxpayers' dollars throughout our

hospital. I 'm looking forward to

working with the board, the sen-

ior management team, our physi-

cians, other professional leaders

and all staff to build on this lega-

cy."

- Jay Kaufman -

Kaufman joined the RVHS

Board of Directors in 2001 and

has held leadership positions on

the board since 2002. He has held

senior positions within the Ontario

government as a former deputy

minister of finance, secretary to

Treasury Board and assistant

deputy minister of health.

Kaufman has also had a long

career with the Manitoba govern-

ment, which was highlighted by

his appointment as a deputy min-

ister responsible for health reform

in that province. Earlier in his

career, he was an assistant

deputy minister of health and

social policy and program devel-

opment, and executive director of

the Canada Manitoba Basic

Annual I ncome Experiment.

Kaufman, who lives in west

Rouge, Toronto, is the president

of KTA Inc., a consulting and

research organization.

- New board members -

The AGM, which was open to

the public, also saw the addition

of four new members to the hos-

pital's Board of Directors, plus the

re-appointment of four directors.

All of the new and re-appointed

members bring with them their

own unique professional experi-

ence and a desire to make a

meaningful contribution to the

community.

David Goulding

A graduate of the University of

Bradford in the United Kingdom,

David Goulding is current ly a

member of the Board of Trustees

of the North American Electric

Reliability Corporat ion (NERC),

responsible for ensuring a reliable

supply of electricity across North

America. As a chartered engineer

in the U.K., he held a series of

progressive management roles in

the generation and transmission

of electricity. After joining Ontario

Hydro in 1977, he held several

senior positions including director

of grid system management, gen-

eral manager of electricity

exchange, and senior vice-presi-

dent of central market operations.

Until his retirement in 2006, he

held the position of president and

chief executive officer of the inde-

pendent electricity system opera-

tor.

Ian E. Johnson

Ian E. Johnson is a finance

professional and principal consult-

ant at Agile Business Strategy and

Analytics, where he leads the cor-

porate finance, enterprise risk,

business systems and strategy

pract ice. He holds a master's

degree in natural resource man-

agement (resource economics)

and MBA degrees in finance and

international business. He has 28

years of senior management

experience. He was also an officer

in the Canadian Air Force

Reserves for seven years. Over

the years, his community involve-

ment included memberships in

several high-profile consultative

task groups. A 20-year resident of

Durham Region, he and his wife

Maria live in Ajax.

Jag Mohan

Jag Mohan is an educator,

engineer and an entrepreneur

with diverse experience in aca-

demic administration and consult-

ing engineering practice. He is the

dean of the School of Engineering

Technology and Applied Science,

principal of Centennial College

Morningside Campus, and an

elected governor on the Board of

Directors, also at  Centennial

College. He has more than 20

years of experience in the post-

secondary public college system

in Ontario. He has been a profes-

sional engineer for 25 years, and

president of his engineering firm,

Jag Mohan & Associates Ltd., for

the past 20 years.

Fred Clifford

Fred Clifford is a senior part-

ner with Ernst & Young LLP, a

global professional services firm.

He is also the Toronto area mar-

ket leader for the manufacturing,

energy and distribution practice.

He has a longstanding record of

service with the Rouge Valley

Health System Foundation, and

has served on its Board of

Directors for 15 years. He served

as chair of the board of the

Centenary Health Centre

Foundation from 1997 to 2001

and was the vice-chair of the

Rouge Valley Health System

Foundation from 2005 to 2009.

He is active in a variety of other

charities, including the Canadian

National Institute for the Blind,

where he is a member of the cen-

tral zone advisory board.

- Reappointed 

Board Members -

Bob Oldman

Local businessman Bob

Oldman owns and operates

Prudential Achievers Realty, active

in Scarborough and Durham. A

resident of Pickering, he is a for-

mer executive vice-president and

member of the board of directors

with Dun and Bradstreet Corp.,

and is current ly president of

Ridge Group, a development com-

pany in the Durham region. He

currently serves as a member of

the City of Pickering Business

Advisory Council, and past mem-

ber of the Royal Trust Regional

Advisory Board and of Olympia

and York (Block Bros Realty

Advisors). He currently serves as

a member of the RVHS Board of

Directors and is chair of the build-

ing committee.

Joan Wideman

Joan Wideman is the vice-

president of corporate services for

the Pickering-based Lenbrook

Group of Companies. She is cur-

rently a director with the Ajax

Pickering Board of Trade council

and co-chair of its government

relat ions committee. She has

received several awards and

appointments including: the first

Community Leadership Award

from the Pickering Rotary Club in

2002; appointed to the Pickering

Business Advisory Council in

2004, which she currently co-

chairs with the mayor;  Business

Person of the Year in 2006, from

the Ajax Pickering Board of Trade,

as she completed her term as

chair of its council. In 2010, she

received the Richard Dolphin

Community Service Award from

the Ontario Chamber of

Commerce.

Tom Atkins

Tom Atkins is president of the

Tramore Group, a Toronto-based

professional services firm special-

izing in large-scale program and

project management. He is a cer-

t if ied management consultant

(CMC), project management pro-

fessional (PMP) and institute cer-

tified director (ICD.D). He holds

both Level 1 and Level 2 creden-

tials from The Health Care Trustee

Institute. His career spans more

than 33 years in the information

technology industry. He has held

various roles on Rouge Valley

Health System's Board of

Directors, since he was elected to

the board in 2003. He was board

chair from 2006 to 2008, and

chair of the board finance com-

mittee from 2005 to 2006.

Jay Kaufman

Jay Kaufman has been

appointed chair of the RVHS

Board of Directors. His bio

appears above.

- Medical equipment fair -

RVHS again hosted a fair, fol-

lowing the AGM, showcasing

medical equipment purchased by

the hospital during the past year.

The fair also featured equipment

the hospital hopes to purchase in

the next 12 months. The fair

demonstrated how donors' gen-

erosity results in better patient

care.

Rouge Valley Health

System (RVHS) - The best at

what we do.

RVHS is an excellent acute

care community hospital with

many programs, including

24/7/365 emergency, cardiac care

and mental health. Rouge Valley

consists of several health sites,

including two community hospital

campuses:  Rouge Valley

Centenary in east Toronto;  and

Rouge Valley Ajax and Pickering

in west Durham. Together, a team

of physicians (224 general practi-

tioners and 325 specialists), 1,000

nurses and many other profes-

sionals care for a broad spectrum

of health conditions. 

Working in consultation and

partnership with community

members, other hospitals, health

care organizations, the Central

East Local Health I ntegrat ion

Network and the Ministry of

Health and Long-Term Care,

Rouge Valley cont inues to

improve its programs and cater to

the needs of the growing commu-

nit ies of east  Toronto, Ajax,

Pickering and Whitby.
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Hospital welcomes new chair of the board
Continued focus on constant improvement in quality patient care

Jay Kaufman

GET CLOSER TO YOUR WORLD
WITH ROGERS HOME PHONE
INTERNATIONAL VALUE PLAN

Rogers now makes it easy to

stay connected with family and

friends here in Canada and

abroad with its I nternat ional

Value Plan. 

For $33.95 (Plus $5.95 sys-

tem access fee (non-govern-

ment fee), 9-1-1 Emergency

Access Fee, Message Relay

Service and  taxes apply) per

month, for customers who sub-

scribe to any Rogers Cable TV

package and/or cable Internet,

this home phone plan offers

unlimited local calling, two call-

ing features of your choice and

200 international long distance

minutes to landline destinations

within 30 countries, including

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, UK

and Sri Lanka. Putting an end to

PI Ns, contracts and calling

cards, this plan makes it possi-

ble to stay in touch with loved

ones everyday, no matter where

they are.

To stay connected with your

world, switch to Rogers today.

Call  1 888 Rogers1 or visit

www.rogersdesiconnect.com



Samy Appadurai

Recent ly Canada is looked

upon as a super star. I t is the

nation that is the most preferred

to migrate to compared to other

developed countries.  Although

many factors contribute to this,

the way in which Canada over-

whelmingly accepts new immi-

grants while other receiving coun-

tries only tolerate them prompted

me to write this article.

I t makes us feel proud of who

we are in the sense of identity

and occasionally when we visit

other countries around the world

that the reflection of Canadian

values wake us up and stirs in us

a feeling of pride in our beloved

nation of Canada and this has

happened to me personally on a

few occasions and I  have heard

similar anecdotes from my friends

which had subsequent ly been

buried in their subconscious mind

through layers of memories. We

who know not and are aware that

we know not, will certainly open

our eyes and minds to understand

and merge with the growing glob-

al position of Canada on the inter-

national stage. 

I  appreciate the forefathers of

this nat ion, the builders who

made a tremendous sacrifice in

constructing the castle of the

nation with Canadian values as

the bricks and a foundation so

solid that even an earthquake

would not be able to shake it.  I

would like to illustrate my point

with this example;  When some of

the  disappointed, dissat isfied

British alongside the more adven-

turous and with the French

descendants migrated  and made

their settlements in the  northern

part of the new world, at that

t ime  the Americans were

involved in an aggressive and

demanding  revolution against the

British Empire.  The American

Revolution was between the colo-

nial rulers and the colonized

inhabitants and the aim was to

sever the connect ion to the

Empire right down to the roots.

But the Canadians, the British

Loyalists took a different route

and won their freedom while

maintaining its cordial relationship

with the Crown and to this day,

we still have the British monarchy

as the head of state in Canada,

though it is only a symbolic posi-

tion. Today, particularly since the

beginning of the war against ter-

rorism in I raq and Afghanistan by

the United States of America, the

U.S and Britain have renewed

their relationship, though not in

the same vein as the colonial

past. Although Canada made a

shift in having a close and effec-

tive economic relationship with

Britain and later on shifting to the

States a few decades ago, former

Prime Minister Jean Chretien did

not want Canada to join the

American coalit ion forces in those

wars, without the blessing of the

United Nations.  There were many

occasions in which Canada did not

dance to the piper of Great Britain

and another example of this was

the war in the Suez Canal against

Egypt in 1957, Canada did not

accept the request to join the

British forces and kept itself away.

Although   Canada has very close

ties with America from the cultur-

al industry to our economic rela-

tionship, Canada maintains its dis-

tance and continues to do so. 

Polit icians of Canada compar-

atively have a high level of matu-

rity in exercising their power.  Of

course they have their concerns

over personality, promotion, party

biases and actions but there are

times when national interest and

challenges overtake the party,

regional and other interests and

they extend a hand in cooperation

and work together.  I  can cite

many occasions where they have

exhibited their concerns on the

best interests of the nation. When

the power of the Quebec nation-

alists was getting stronger and

was on the verge of separating

from Canada, the Progressive

Conservat ive Party and the

Liberals worked hand in hand and

John Charest, the national leader

of the Conservative Party was

viewed as a capable leader who

could stand against the Party

Quebecois and keep Canada

intact. The Conservat ives had

foregone their party interests and

volunteered to lend him to the

provincial party leader of the

Liberals in Quebec and he is still

in power today safeguarding the

unity of Canada from the sover-

eignty movement. 

Recent ly I  have seen the

Liberals and other opposit ion

party members bitterly crit icize

the prorogation of the parliament

from December 2009 to March

2010 and were on the verge of

dissolving Parliament. But it never

happened and though the pri-

mary purpose was not because it

was in the best interest of Harper

or the nation. I t was due to the

fact that the voters were not

ready to go to the ballot box.

Furthermore, whoever was the

cause for the election would not

be able to retain their support and

on one occasion Mr. Michael

Ignat ieff openly acknowledged

that he did not want to bring

down Harper's government

because Canadians were not

ready for yet another election.

Recent ly there was a heated

argument in and outside the par-

liament buildings on the proposal

to spend nearly a million dollars

for the security for the G8 and

G20 summits and not including

the issues of funding abortion and

unwanted pregnancies in devel-

oping countries on the agenda

The right honourable Prime

Minster Steven Harper is very

smart and he knows how to move

all of the powerful players on the

chess board.  Once the members

of Parliament resumed with the

Opposition members plan to bring

down Harper's government on the

issue of not being presented with

the documents of Canadian sol-

diers who had handed over

detainees to the Afghanistan gov-

ernment;  Mr. Harper broke his

silence on this issue which might

have been going on even before

he got into power and he might

have been given the last stroke at

the camel's back.  I  presume that

Harper might have considered

that this was a sensitive issue and

in the best interest of national

security and for the Canadian

men and women in uniform and

Canadian foreign missions.

Whatever the reason, it could be

said the members of the opposi-

tion were concerned more about

integrity than the actual issue

itself.   

I  also wonder why some of

the leaders insist or reemphasise

the need to include world climate

change on the agenda. I t is no

one nation's issue and most of the

nations who attended the summit

last year in Copenhagen, talked

loudly and added more to the

temperature and have since done

nothing tangible to implement

anything. When Mr. Paul Martin

called for the summit in the city of

Quebec, America showed a blind

eye and now some of the

Americans say that  climate

change is a long term natural

phenomenon and we cannot do

much about it.   I  was surprised

and disappointed about such

comments. Fast growing world

super powers such as I ndia,

China, and Brazil have not taken

the matter very seriously and

have not taken adequate meas-

ures and the non industrialized

nations suffer for others careless

or unconcerned acts. I t has been

taken into consideration in these

summits but how it will force any

changes is anyone's guess. 

I  fully agree with Harper tak-

ing necessary precaut ionary

measures on security and spend-

ing much more money on it com-

pared with such summits held in

other countries. We have to look

into the current global develop-

ments on terrorism and counter

terrorist activities and the timing.

Usually terrorists think that

Canada is a safe haven for their

operations, because Canada has

never earned any enemies.

Canadian foreign policy is such

that people who belong to oppos-

ing camps of rival ethnic groups

who   migrate to Canada, under

the refugee category or skilled

workers sponsorship, after living

in this country for some time,

inherit some of our Canadian val-

ues. Upon seeing the miniature

world structure and the coexis-

tence of many cultures, religions

and polit ical views, these new

Canadians come to respect the

rights of others.  But  Canada has

been  cautioned  by our neigh-

bour in the south  that some of

the terrorists   have taken the

widely opened  immigration door

as a sign  of  its weakness, rather

than a generosity of spirit and

lack of  human resources.  

We have to see the other side

of the coin also that Toronto in

particular and Canada in general

is also in the targeted area of the

terrorist attack list. The results of

the enquiry and the verdict of the

judiciary system revealed that

Toronto -18 terrorists had already

planned and prepared to carry out

an attack of the Canadian finan-

cial capital city, Toronto in many

vital points. Once it has been said

that Bin Laden    warned Canada

not to supply oil sand to America

considered the prime enemy of

the Islamic revolution. Most of the

Arab nations are not very pleased

and feel that Canada should have

acted more fairly for the people of

Gaza in terms of the boarding of

the four Turkish ships in interna-

t ional waters by the I sraelis.

Although it is a recent develop-

ment, this did not influence the

planning for the security of the

summits.  I  know that terrorists

are the least concerned about

attacking Canada but the leaders

representing the other nations

may not be considered in a simi-

lar ranking. Those countries have

almost two thirds of the world's

population and a very high per-

centage of the GDP and wealth.

At the initial stages such summits

were done in remote areas

around the world but recently it

has been determined that these

summits would be better held in

advanced cities.

Certainly the success of the

summit in the long run places the

positive image of Canada on the

globe so high that many of us

might have not even thought of

this.   Canada has carried itself

well in handling the recession.

Our financial policies and man-

agement have proven to the

world that Canada is a role model.

In the economic ocean, interna-

tional ships have faced tough

waters and cyclones. They could

not sail their ships and struggled

very hard. The ship of Greece like

the Titanic was on the verge of

sinking and those of Portugal,

I taly, Spain, United Kingdom and

the United States of America

found the economic ocean rough.

But the Canadian ship was navi-

gated safely without any major

mishaps but with the light shake

of the mild ocean waves. Bravo to

the Prime Minster and the Finance

Minister. 
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The Jaffna Hindu College Old

Boys Association of Canada cele-

brated their Annual Dinner for

2010 last month at the Princess

Banquet Hall, Scarborough as a

well-attended event. The Chief

Guest for the function was Dr.S.

Raveendran, Dental Surgeon and

an old boy of the college.

The President of the

Association Mr.Pon Balendran, in

his speech thanked all those who

contributed to make the event a

success. A part of the proceeds

from the Dinner will go towards

the educational projects fore the

needy children at the college in

Jaffna. The event included enter-

tainment with music and dance

performances  followed by a

sumptuous dinner. 

The Old Boys Association con-

sists of:

Mr. Pon Balendran 

-  President

Mr. Mohan Sundaramohan 

- Vice-President

Mr. P. Thayanithy 

- Secretary

Mr. Siva Pon. Sundaralingam 

- Asst. Secretary

Mr. K. Vijayakulasingham 

- Treasurer

Mr. Tharma Sridharan 

- Asst. Treasurer

Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association
of Canada celebrates Annual Dinner 2010

Chief Guest Dr. Raveendran 
making his speech at the Dinner

President Pon. Balendran
addressing the guests

A section of the guests present at the Dinner Members of the Executive Committee

Kokila Varatheswaran
Mortgage Agent (license # M08007249)

Canadian Lending Network | Licence #11056

709-255 Duncan Mill Rd.,

Toronto, ON    M3B 3H9

Tel:  416-494-3300 ext 235

Cell:  416-410-3496
Fax: 905-940-0080

Website:  www.thecln.com

Recently, Canadian currency has

been elevated by some of the devel-

oped countries and Canadian cur-

rency has gotten closer to the

almighty American dollar in terms of

value.  The Canadian economy is

going to boom and many developed

nations and developing nations are

going to come closer to us when it

comes to trade and will prefer to

have investments in Canada. I  can

see these as positive signs.  The

Prime Minister of China arrived a

few days before the beginning of

the summits and it appears that he

would like have more trade relation-

ships with us. Although our Prime

Minster did not attend the summer

Olympics of 2008 in China and was

almost the last leader of the G8 to

visit China, China did not mind this

and is coming closer to us. I  am cer-

tain Canada will gain many more

economic benefits from the world.

Canada's high rising image will cer-

tainly pave the way to have more

skilled workers emigrate here and

resolve the shortage of quality man

power.  According to recent statis-

tics, within two decades Canada will

have more seniors than children.

The natural rate of populat ion

increase has gone down. Canada

requires an increase of at least one

percent of the existing population,

but Canada has been accepting

fewer immigrants. The current pop-

ulation of Canada is almost 34 mil-

lion and the current acceptance of

new immigrants is just above two

hundred and fifty thousand.

Overall Canada has been mak-

ing use of the wonderful opportuni-

ties that it has received and the

image of Canada is going to be on

the top of the ladder. There are

other countries that have made sim-

ilar developments but only in certain

aspects. Canada is the only country

that has balanced development with

spirit.  Once again, travel outside

Canada with a Canadian passport;

you will see what I  mean.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CANADA

Samy Appadurai is a renowned

broadcast journalist, author, educa-

tor and public speaker who makes

his home in Toronto.

Canada - Champion of the World
Contd. from Pg 20



Corporate Canada Cricket Club  is an

alliance of the Cricket Clubs of Financial

Institutions, Consult ing and Technology

Companies. 

I ts vision it to promote interest and par-

ticipation in the sport of cricket on a sus-

tainable basis at all levels - junior, adult,

recreational & social, competitive in com-

munities across Canada and to provide a

platform to group members to adopt an

active and healthy lifestyle as well as net-

work with each other for games, jobs and

business.

Affiliated Cricket Clubs

1. Bank of Montreal (BMO) Financial

Group

2. Bank of Nova Scotia

3. Canadian I mperial Bank of

Commerce (CIBC)

4. Deloitte & Touche Canada

5. Ernst & Young Canada

6. Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)

Financial Group

7. TELUS

8. Toronto Dominion (TD) Bank

Financial Group 

History

Corporate Canada Cricket Club traces

its roots to the friendly T-20 cricket games

organized among BMO Financial Group,

CIBC, IBM Canada and Royal Bank of

Canada Financial Group in 2008.  The 20-

20 games were played as follows:

1. BMO versus RBC on August 30, 2008

at Toronto Police Ground, Scarborough

2. IBM Canada versus RBC on August

30, 2008 at  Toronto Police Ground,

Scarborough

3. BMO versus RBC on Oct. 11, 2008 at

Courtney Park Field, Mississauga

4. BMO versus CIBC on Oct. 11, 2008 at

Courtney Park Field, Mississauga

5. RBC versus CIBC on Oct. 11, 2008 at

Courtney Park Field, Mississauga

Prior to the games, BMO Cricket Club

and IBM Cricket Club participated in joint

practice sessions.

Corporate Canada Cricket Club was

formed in 2008 and incorporated in 2009.

In 2009, it pioneered the first ever T-20

Banker's Cricket Cup in Canada with the

participation of BMO, CIBC & Scotia as well

as T-20 Corporate Cricket Tournament with

the participation of BMO, CIBC, RBC Scotia,

Deloitte and Ernst & Young.

In 2010, it has also pioneered the first

ever Community Cricket  Fest ivals in

Mississauga and Brampton on July 17 and

Sept. 18 respectively.  For details, please

bookmark www.corporatecricket.org
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INAUGURAL MISSISSAUGA

MAYOR'S CRICKET FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 17, 

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Event Host: 

Corporate Canada Cricket Club

Partners:

City of Mississauga

Canadian Cancer Society

Heart & Stroke Foundation

ROGERS TV

Monsoon Journal

Event Co-Hosts:

Ernst & Young

RBC

Location:

Courtney Park Field located at East of

the St Marcellinus School, 730

Courtneypark Drive West,

Mississauga, ON L5W 1L9

Major Intersection: 

Mavis Road and Highway 401

MMEESSSSAAGGEE FFRROOMM FFAASSIIHH MMAASSOOOODD,, FFOOUUNNDDEERR && CCHHAAIIRRMMAANN
CORPORATE CANADA 
CRICKET CLUB

Corporate Canada Cricket Club is

pleased to host  the Inaugural Mississauga

Mayor's Cricket Festival on Saturday, July

17, 2010. The concept of the festival was

conceived in summer of 2009 with the City

of Mississauga to promote an active and

healthy lifestyle in partnership with the

Community Charity Partners, Canadian

Cancer Society & Heart  & Stroke

Foundation, to raise the awareness of the

diseases /  illnesses such as Cancer and

Heart & Stroke as well as promote corpo-

rate, adult & junior cricket in different com-

munities across Mississauga. 

The event is co-hosted by Ernst &

Young and RBC and promoted by ROGERS

TV and Monsoon Journal.

Monsoon Journal

Highlights

o Chief Guest:  Her Worship Mayor Hazel

McCallion at 3:00 p.m.

o Master of Ceremony: Sunny  Joshi,

Host of First Local Hindi on ROGERS TV at

2:30 p.m.

o Free /  Drop-In Cricket Coaching for

the Kids & Youth from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00

p.m.

o Family Fun Activities:  Face Painting,

Jumping Castle etc. from 11:00 a.m. to

5:00 p.m.

o Exhibition Games among Corporate

Teams of BMO, & Ernst & Young, & RBC

from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

o Exhibit ion Games of U-13 Junior

Cricket Teams from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

300+  individuals representing city offi-

cials, community charity partners, corpo-

rate sponsors, cricket players, & families.

We will be delighted to welcome the Cricket Fans from the Peel Region and the nooks

& corners of Ontario to celebrate the sport and acquire knowledge about the prevention,

management and cure of crit ical illnesses /  diseases related to Cancer and Heart for

improving and enhancing the quality of life for themselves and their loved ones!

We are also grateful to the Her Worship Mayor Hazol McCallion, City of Mississauga

for giving us an opportunity to host the event as well as the following people:

o  City of Mississauga: Paul Mitcham, Jeff Cunningham, Greogy Socha, Jason Klomp,

Bradley Stoll, Michelle Bown, Samantha Reid, Christine Diggle & Beth Allen

o  Canadian Cancer Society:  Jacqueline Cavalheiro, Jennifer Tremaine, John Hayward

& Tara Wise

o  Heart & Stroke Foundation: Farina Siddiqui, Judith Anne Fowler, Lena Ciccotelli,

Nancy Mrazek, & Vivien Glencross

o  ROGERS TV: Diksha Narayan, Jake Dheer, Lauren Reid, Ryan Dunn, Sheila Sochan,

Sonia Sache & Sunny Joshi

o  Durham Cricket Academy: Philip Navaratne

o  Monsoon Journal:  Logan Velumailum

Corporate Canada Cricket Club: Farhan Khan, Sajid Khan & Venky Jeyaraman

MESSAGE FROM Jake Dheer,   

Station Manager, Rogers TV Peel
"Rogers TV is pleased to support local initiatives that encourage sports within the

community and the Mayor's Cricket Festival is a great example.   We are proud to be a

media partner and provide promotional coverage for this event."

ABOUT CORPORATE

CANADA CRICKET CLUB

Advisory Council

1. Shameela Chinoy, Barrister, Solicitor &

Notary

http: / / chinoylaw.com

2. Philip Navaratne, Durham Cricket Academy

http: / / durhamcricketacademy.com/



Sunny Joshi brings in passion, youth

and experience to First Local Hindi, where

he takes on the role of news anchor. He

first joined the Rogers team as a news

anchor for the first ever South Asian News

show.

Sunny, by profession, is a businessman

who has been in the food and restaurant

industry for over a decade. His true passion

is radio and television, for which he has a

talk show on WTOR 770 am, in the morn-

ings on prime time radio. He was with

CJMR 1320 before joining 770 am as a

radio host. His morning talk show is consid-

ered by many as thought provoking and

informative.

His education background is from India

and the U.S. where he also acquired edu-

cation in culinary arts. Being in business for

so many years he had a burning desire to

do what he loves the most that was con-

necting with people and primarily the

South Asian community. Bringing forth the

South Asian community to connect with the

rest of the world, Sunny feels that every-

day a litt le bit of his passion is being ful-

filled and finds joy from inventing himself is

another accomplishment.

First local Hindi is a show that focuses

on all issues that take place in our peel

region, plus anything that goes around the

world in sports, entertainment and news.

He sincerely feels that Rogers TV has

given him the platform that he always

wished for and his burning desire to reach

out to people is finally coming true. He is

definitely bringing a lot more to the table

and is a perfect combination of east meets

west.
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SUNNY  JOSHI,  Master of Ceremony at the

Mississauga Mayor's Cricket Festival

Mississauga Mayor’s Cricket Festival



The Canadian Cancer Society is a national,

community-based organization of volunteers

whose mission is the eradication of cancer and

the enhancement of the quality of life of people

living with cancer. Thanks to the work of our vol-

unteers and staff and the generosity of our

donors, the Canadian Cancer Society is leading

the way in the fight against cancer.

Canadian Cancer Society is thrilled to be

partnering with the Corporate Canada Cricket

Club for the Inaugural Mississauga Mayor's

Cricket Festival on Saturday July 17, 2010. This

is a new and exciting partnership that the

Canadian Cancer Society is happy to embark on.

The dollars raised from this event will help us in

the fight against cancer! 

Cancer prevention is a top priority for the

Canadian Cancer Society. The organization con-

tinues to play a leadership role in keeping

Canadians informed about healthy living, as well

as collaborating on building public policies and

programs related to early detection and screen-

ing, obesity and physical inactivity, sun safety

and tobacco control, which will lead to lower

rates of cancer in future.

Brochures will be made available throughout

the festival for people to come and help educate

themselves on risk factors as well as our preven-

tion series.  Look for the white Canadian Cancer

Society tent to donate and educate. 

The Canadian Cancer Society advocates for

healthy public policies on behalf of Canadians

and people living with cancer. As a result of the

Society's leading advocacy efforts, it is positively

influencing government and decision-makers to

pass policies that can help reduce the public's

risk of developing cancer and improve the lives

of people affected by cancer.

The Canadian Cancer Society provides many

different support services for people living with

cancer.  With the dollars raised at this event as

well as many others, we are able to do so much

more than research; we are able to offer sup-

port. 

The Society's peer support program matches

recently diagnosed cancer patients or caregivers

with a trained volunteer who understands what

it is like to live with cancer. More than 600 peer

support volunteers help hundreds of people

across Ontario cope with a cancer diagnosis. The

society also offers support groups in many com-

munities across Ontario.

Canadian Cancer Society volunteer drivers'

help people get to and from cancer-related care

who can't get there on their own. Last year, our

volunteers drove more than 18,000 Ontarians to

more than 100,000 treatment appointments.

Canadian Cancer Society volunteers offer

support in cancer centres, lodges and hospitals

for people attending appointments. Society vol-

unteers help in a number of ways, such as pro-

viding comfort to people who may be waiting for

or receiving treatment or helping people find

their way to their appointments.

The Canadian Cancer Society is thrilled to be

a part of the first Annual Mayor's Cricket Festival

on Saturday July 17, 2010. We are excited for

this new partnership and cannot wait to learn

from each other and work towards a brighter

and healthier future where know Canadian fears

cancer.  

Your support matters FIGHT BACK! 

For more information and support visit

www.cancer.ca  or call 1-888-939-3333  or email

info@cis.cancer.ca.
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CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY



JULY 2010 25Monsoon Journal

The Australian Consulate is delight-

ed to acknowledge the efforts of

Corporate Canada Cricket Club (C4) to

re-introduce cricket to Canada, a fel-

low Commonwealth country in which

cricket  had lapsed! The roots of

Canadian cricket spring mainly from

the regions of Upper Canada and in

particular from around the litt le town

of York, now known as Toronto. By the

time Canada became a nation in 1867,

the game was so popular it  was

declared the national sport of the

fledgling country by the first Prime

Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald. The

first Australian team to tour Canada

was the 1878 side led by Dave

Gregory. Sadly, Canada gravitated to

baseball at the expense of cricket,

although some connect ions were

retained, not least being the Toronto

Cricket Club. With the arrival of many

members of the Commonwealth in

Canada, cricket is having a revival as

the many cricket clubs in Toronto now

attest and the Australian diaspora is

happy to be part  of that .

Congratulations on your initiative to

revive cricket in Canada and to assist

the worthy charities that you support.

Regards, Stefan Trofimovs, Consul-

General Australia in Toronto.

MESSAGE FFROM 

Stefan TTrofimovs, 
Austrade Senior Trade Commissioner Canada,

Consul General Toronto, Australian Consulate General

Mississauga Mayor’s Cricket Festival
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John Boddy Homes has been voted ‘Best

Builder’ in Ajax/Pickering for the thirteenth year

in a row for this year’s Readers’ Choice Awards

and has now released its next phase at their

‘Eagle Glen’ community in Ajax.  Located just

minutes east of Toronto ‘Eagle Glen’ combines

the closeness and convenience of city living with

a suburban feel, and its prime location makes it

a great place to call home. Classic two-storey

homes are available, as well as side and back

splits, semi-detached and townhouses.  Homes

start at 1,700 square feet and range up to a

spacious 3,858 square feet, some with three car

garages.  John Boddy Homes offers traditional

size lots with a minimum of 105 feet in depth

and a great selection of extra deep lots, pie

shaped lots, walk out basements and a select

few backing onto 3.5 acres of mature trees.

With such a broad range of house sizes and

styles ‘Eagle Glen’ has the ideal home to suit

every preference.  From the unique exteriors

and charming streetscapes to the elegant inte-

riors, various John Boddy Homes include such

impressive standard features as vaulted ceil-

ings, double door entries, décor columns, mir-

rored sliding closet doors, ceramic kitchen back-

splashes, double basin bathroom vanities with

make-up counters and so much more.  Their

gourmet kitchens, welcoming great rooms with

cozy gas fireplaces and elegant dining rooms

with coffered ceilings are all spacious and com-

fortable, making them the perfect location to

enjoy time together with family or entertaining

friends.  In additional, some models include

such impressive extras as classic French doors,

transom windows and custom octagonal sky-

lights allowing light to travel throughout the

home for a bright and spacious feel.

For their homeowner’s convenience, most

John Boddy Homes include main or second floor

laundry rooms, laundry chutes, kitchen break-

fast bars, private water closets, interior garage

access, high efficiency furnaces and basement

rough-ins for future bathrooms.  Also, windows

are vinyl clad wood which allows for interior

custom colours with a maintenance free exteri-

or.  Other features include arched entryways,

custom millwork, window mullions on all front

and rear facades and decorative garage doors

featuring appealing window lites.  Custom land-

scaping packages and paved driveways are also

included in all homes providing the renowned

curb appeal that enhances the entire ‘Eagle

Glen’ community.

Innovative floorplan designs combined with

an extensive array of standard features includ-

ed with every new home have become a corpo-

rate trademark of John Boddy Homes and ‘Eagle

Glen’.  Not only does a John Boddy home offer

such striking standard features, there are also a

wealth of opportunities to upgrade, making

their homes as unique as each individual home-

owner.  The ‘Eagle Glen’ Sales Office features a

Décor Centre that contains a wide range of

upgrade items to select from in order to cus-

tomize your home.  Their high-tech electrical

and décor consultants allow homebuyers to

make upgrade selections on site, enabling them

to conveniently personalize their home.

When you purchase a new home in ‘Eagle

Glen’ there are no hidden closing costs.  John

Boddy Homes pays for education levies, devel-

opment charges, water and hydro meter

hookup fees, boulevard tree planting, landscape

package and a paved driveway.

For a limited time only John Boddy Homes is

offering an incentive package including $5,000

in free upgrades and one year of Rogers servic-

es for free!  Included in this package are home

phone with 150 long distance minutes and 2

calling features, personal TV with free rental of

a standard definition box, a HD digital box, VIP

package, free on demand programming,

Canadian t imeshift ing channels as well as

Rogers Hi-Speed internet service and all are

installed for free.

The ‘Eagle Glen’ community offers many

important neighbourhood amenities such as a

brand new on-site public elementary school,

places of worship, fully equipped parks and easy

access to both Ajax and Go-Transit Services.

Toronto is easily accessible from nearby

Highways 401 and 407.  Located just north of a

host of shopping and recreation centres, ‘Eagle

Glen’ allows residents all the amenities of the

urban lifestyle while providing the beauty and

tranquility of the neighbouring countryside.  

Since 1955, John Boddy has been involved in

the construction of thousands of new homes

throughout Ontario, and has earned a reputa-

tion as an accomplished builder of fine residen-

tial communities.  Of significance are the award

winning 1000-acre ‘Bridlewood Community’

developed during the 1960’s and 1970’s in

Scarborough, the ‘Forestbrook’ Community’ in

Pickering developed in the 1980’s, ‘Willowcreek’

in Peterborough, and ‘Eagle Ridge on the Green’

in Ajax developed in the 1990’s and early

2000’s.

The John Boddy Homes’ team of experienced

management, planners, designers, supervisors,

marketing and sales personnel have distin-

guished themselves by creating innovative and

unique designs in truly outstanding communi-

ties that meet the needs and desires of today’s

families.

With five fully furnished model homes to

view, a visit to ‘Eagle Glen’ is a must.  Drop by

the Sales Presentat ion Centre located on

Stevensgate Drive, north of Rossland Road

West, one half kilometre west of Westney Road

three kilometres north of Hwy. 401.  Sales office

hours are Monday through Thursday 1:00 p.m.

to 8:00 p.m.;  Friday, Saturday, Sunday and

Holidays 11:00 a.m. to 6:00p.m.  Let their

friendly knowledgeable staff help you determine

which of the many home styles available is per-

fect for you and your family and get set to join

the ever-growing ‘Eagle Glen’ family community.

For more information, please call (905) 619-

1777 or visit the website at www.johnboddy-

homes.com.
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The convention was a huge

success, said President, Dr.

Muthuvel Chelliah, during the

closing ceremonies and during

the time artists were being hon-

ored. The convention commenced

on Friday, July 2nd and ended

Monday, July 5th attended by

almost 2000 participants. I t was

attended by many famous artists,

Director Bharathiraja, Actor

Vikram, Actress Priya Mani,

Comedian Santhanam, Actress

Lakshmi Rai, Singers Harish

Ragavendra and Suchit ra,

Kavingar Thamarai and Dr

Parveen Sulthana and many other

distinguished writers, speakers,

poets and popular cinema artists

from Tamil Nadu. 

FeTNA also had platform for

Special event to highlight "The

legal Basis for Start ing a

D i v e s t m e n t / D i s i n v e s t m e n t

Campaign against Sri Lanka by

Prof. Francis Boyle, "Refining the

Music in Post-War, Jaffna:

Students Rebuild their Lives",

speech by Prof. Adele Barker and

speech by special invitee, Dr. Ellyn

Shander. All three of them were

honored by the FeTNA at the end

of their speeches. 

The musical evening was per-

formed by Agni Music Troup from

Toronto, Canada and Harish

Ragavendra, Vikram and Suchitra

sang few excellent  songs to

entertain the part icipants to

Agni's music.

Many dignatories commented

in their speeches that it was an

honor to attend the convention at

the invitation of FeTNA and they

enjoyed the entire set up of the

event. FeTNA is an umbrella

organization of Tamil Sangams

that function within the North

American Continent. FeTNA is a

registered, non-profit, tax-exempt

501(c)(3) organization. 

I t was founded in 1987 by five

Tamil Sangams: Tamil Association

of Delaware Valley, Tamil Sangam

of Washington & Baltimore, New

York Tamil Sangam, I lankai Tamil

Sangam and Harrisburg Tamil

Sangam. An assembly of over 400

Tamils near Philadelphia celebrat-

ed the inauguration in the spring

of 1988. Since then the

Federation (FeTNA for abbrevia-

tion) has organized an annual

convention each of the subse-

quent years.

The Tamils in this country are

spread over the entire country.

Distance has prevented us from

forming large communities. A few

well-organized Tamil Sangams are

present in large metropolitan

areas where there is sufficient

number of Tamils present to

obtain a sense of Tamil

Togetherness. By and large, most

Tamil Sangams consist of less

than 100 active families. These

are too small to form active com-

munities and develop community

features and resources, and frag-

ile enough to fall prey to faction-

alism. 

Networking with other

Sangams offer the possibilit ies of

connect ivity, stability, and

increased resources. FeTNA

meets this need. FeTNA provides

for developing connect ivity

among the Tamil Communities in

North America. I ts primary objec-

t ive is the preservat ion and

growth of Tamil Language,

Culture, and Community.

FeTNA has been principally

responsible for bringing together

Forty Tamil Sangams to celebrate

annually a festival in which the

individuals and groups from mem-

ber Sangams have presented

artistic programs or interacted in

one of many activities organized

during the convention weekend.

People who have attended the

past f if teen convent ions have

almost all had been complimenta-

ry in describing their experience.

I t has been tremendously heart-

ening to note that the annual con-

vention is an event to be at with

the family. 

The second accomplishment

has been FeTNA's sponsorship of

twenty four Tamil Scholars in the

past fifteen years to visit the US

and the various members Tamil

Sangams. FeTNA is committed to

sponsor at least two Tamil Scholar

each year. The other accomplish-

ments of FeTNA include the proj-

ect for a Tamil chair and hence

the support FeTNA has provided

to the University of California,

Berkeley Tamil Chair Project.

The Federation is a non-profit,

literary, educat ional, cultural,

charitable, secular, and nonparti-

san organization. The objectives

of FeTNA are as follows;

To establish a centralized

organization comprised of elected

representatives of Tamil associa-

tions in North America and of indi-

viduals living in North America

who have contributed to the

objectives of the Federation and

who join as Life Members. 

To cultivate, promote, foster,

and develop the advancement of

knowledge in Tamil language, lit-

erature and culture.

To cult ivate, promote, and

foster the exchange of ideas and

understanding between the Tamil

people and other cultures. 

To promote better under-

standing and foster friendship

among various Tamil associations

in North America and to encour-

age the formation of new Tamil

Sangams.

To act upon charitable causes

directly concerning the welfare of

Tamil community living through-

out the world.

Some of the photographs

taken at Palace Theatre during

the event is given here. 

Photo courtesy: 

sivajitv.com
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FeTNA's 23rd Annual

Convention in Waterbury,

Connecticut - A huge success

A Booth by USTPAC

Actor Vikram with fans

A Booth by Medical University

Haris Ragavendra
Jayapathy Paramanthan, one of the

Organizer

Director-BharathiRaja
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More pictures from FeTNA’s

23rd Annual Convention

Director Bharathiraja  giving autograph to fansUSTPAC_Prof. Francis Boyle Vikram and Suchitra

Vikram at Auditorium with audience Vikram, Suchitra

Dr Ellyn Shander, Prof. Francis Boyle and Prof. Adel Barker being recognizedDr Parveen Sulthana

Recognition in progress

Kavingar Thamarai

Recognition in progress
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Highlights from Senthi's South Asian

Trade Show held on June 26th & 27th
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According to Sigmund Freud’s

studies ‘ego would act ively

attempt to rid itself of a traumat-

ic experience by an effort of will

and that trauma was not the

result of an incident itself, but “

an interact ion between the

patient’s intrapsychic organizing

tendencies and the external

event”  (Piers, 1996, p. 545).

Freud suggested that an incident

became traumatic as a result of

“psychology of unique sensitivi-

ties of the patient” (Piers, 1996,

p.545).

All types of Traumatic events

usually lead to a different type of

internal changes in the usual fam-

ily system. Every types of traumas

tend to be found festering within

family systems that are coping

with daily roadblocks associated

with medical complications men-

tal health  problems, addictions,

physical abuse, emotional abuse,

violence is family and social and

poverty. 

Trauma, when constant ly

applied to an already weakened

family system, can literally

reshape not only the personal

workings of a family but also the

delicate mechanisms of each fam-

ily member. When a traumatic sit-

uation strikes with a family mem-

ber or the whole family, the entire

family experiences the aftermath.

As traumat ized parents often

reduce physical contact and try to

shield their offspring from facts.

When trauma occurs in the family

children may be particularly at

risk. 

I n t raumat ic or violent

moment the world can become

unpredictable, dangerous and

frightening.  

I t is very normal for children

and adults, to be sad, anxious

fearful, moody, upset, afraid to be

alone for months after a traumat-

ic experience.  I t can be many

things: economic changes, Death,

divorce, illness or natural disas-

ters, loss of a favorite toy or being

left at day care can be “traumatic

experience” to some children. 

Traumatic events have the

ability to disturb vital functions

within the family system such as

parent ing funct ions including

emotional nurturing, protection,

and education.

Fire fighters, paramedics, doc-

tors, nurses, mental health pro-

fessionals, other health care pro-

fessionals, volunteers, families

and other caring individuals can

be traumatized by simply caring

and helping those who are most

injured or traumatized. Many fam-

ilies have a tendency to rise to the

occasion during a crisis situation.

After a traumatic episode, many

families who were involved will

attempt to help each others. 

Understanding common dis-

tress effect and reactions on fam-

ily life can help every family mem-

bers cope better. I f they don’t

understand each other’s experi-

ence then mis-understandings,

communication breakdowns and

other problems can result. Many

families look back and see that

crises have helped them be closer

and stronger. 

The experiences from sudden

illness, car accidents, floods, and

bush fires, a sudden death in the

family, crime or violence can

change a person’s att itudes,

beliefs, feelings and behaviour.

Parents need to be able to listen

to their children and hear their

concerns and need to help them

feel safe. I t is important for par-

ents to find support for them-

selves and to reach out, if they

are traumatized,

Kid’s reactions to the traumat-

ic event will be affected strongly

by those of their parents.

Reactions to trauma may occur

immediately after the event or

days and even weeks later. They

may remind young children (or

adults) about earlier traumas and

can make the reactions more

severe. 

Children under five years of

age witness a traumatic event or

have suffered a significant loss as

a result of a traumatic event show

different behavior changes. Those

behaviour changes are Less abili-

ty to tolerate frustration, may

reenact scene in play, more

aggressive behaviors, fear of

being separated from parent,

more withdrawn behaviors show-

ing litt le emotion, more crying,

whimpering, screaming,

tantrums, aimless motion, disor-

ganized behaviors, and or/ freez-

ing, more clinging and dependent

behaviors, unable to comfort self

and sleep problems. 

I t is very important that trau-

matized parents help themselves

when they are traumatized and

engage in self care. 

Gett ing support and assis-

tance will be particularly impor-

tant as parents will be better able

to listen to their children. What

parents can do: they have to

return to day to day structure as

soon as possible and participate

in act ivit ies that may distract

them or try to be patient with oth-

ers who are also under stress. 

Try not to make any major life

changes during a stressful time

and seek out support from friends

and colleagues may help parents.

As traumatized parents you would

get help by spend time with oth-

ers or try to rest and eat balanced

and regular meals. Keep a journal

without pushing your self or make

as many daily decisions as possi-

ble to have a feeling of control

over your life. Give yourself per-

mission to feel moody, nervous,

or blue.

Don’t hesitate to seek profes-

sional help if you are uncertain or

think your family is struggling to

recover.

For more information 

Dr. Fonseka 

fonsekanp@gmail.com

For traumatized parents

For advertisements in
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Emergence of Debt crisis

in Greece

The Greek economy was one

of the fastest growing in the

Eurozone during the 2000s. From

2000 to 2007 it grew at an annu-

al rate of 4.2%  as foreign capital

flooded the country. A strong

economy and falling bond yields

allowed the government of

Greece to run large structural

deficits. Large public deficits are

one of the features that have

marked the Greek social model

since the restoration of democra-

cy in 1974. After the removal of

the right leaning military junta,

the government wanted to bring

disenfranchised left leaning por-

tions of the population into the

economic mainstream. In order to

do so, successive Greek govern-

ments have, among other things,

run large deficits to finance public

sector jobs, pensions, and other

social benefits. Initially currency

devaluation helped finance the

borrowing. After the introduction

of the euro Greece was initially

able to borrow due the lower

interest rates government bonds

could command. Since the intro-

duction of the Euro, debt to GDP

has remained above 100% . The

global financial crisis that began

in 2008 had a particularly large

effect on Greece. Two of the

country's largest industries are

tourism and shipping, and both

were badly affected by the down-

turn with revenues falling 15%  in

2009. To keep within the mone-

tary union guidelines, the govern-

ment of Greece has been found to

have consistently and deliberately

misreported the country's official

economic statistics. In early of

2010, it  was discovered that

Greece had paid Goldman Sachs

and other banks hundreds of mil-

lions of dollars in fees since 2001

for arranging transactions that hid

the actual level of borrowing. The

purpose of these deals made by

several subsequent Greek govern-

ments was to enable them to

spend beyond their means, while

hiding the actual deficit from the

EU overseers. In 2009, the gov-

ernment of George Papandreou

revised its deficit from an estimat-

ed 6%  to 12.7% . In May 2010,

the Greek government deficit was

estimated to be 13.6%  which is

one of the highest in the world

relative to GDP. Greek govern-

ment debt was estimated at €216

billion in January 2010.

Accumulated government debt is

forecast, according to some esti-

mates, to hit 120%  of GDP in

2010.  Fitch, S&P and Moody's all

down- graded Greece's credit rat-

ing in December 2009. On 27

April 2010, the Greek debt rating

was decreased to 'junk' status by

Standard & Poor's amidst fears of

default by the Greek government.

Yields on Greek government two-

year bonds rose to 15.3%  follow-

ing the downgrading. Some ana-

lysts question Greece's ability to

refinance its debt. Standard &

Poor's estimates that in the event

of default investors would lose

30-50%  of their money. Stock

markets worldwide declined in

response to this announcement.

Austerity Package from

EU-IMF

First time Greece - a country

that uses the euro currency has

gone to the IMF for borrowing.

The fear of adverse market reac-

t ion has now moved Europe

towards greater coordination and

The IMF board approved a €30

billion, three-year loan for Greece

in early May 2010, which comple-

ments €80 billion being lent to

Greece from Eurozone countries.

This €110 billion is treble the

amount proposed in early April,

reflecting the market's loss of

confidence. Greece was unable to

raise money from markets at

affordable interest rates due to

fears over an unsustainable debt

and deficit burden. The first dis-

bursements were made in time to

stem a default on a Greek bond

repayment due in mid May. The

loan is designed to keep Greece

afloat for 18 months, before the

country must again sell bonds to

cover its fiscal deficit. With the

EU-IMF loan, Greece's debt is pro-

jected to be nearly 150 per cent

of GDP by that time. 

European Financial

Stability Facility

European Financial Stability

Facility, the EFSF, which is for all

pract ical purposes, will create

Eurobonds and establishes a EU

Treasury, for extending loans to

nations experiencing sovereign

debt distress. In order to reach

these goals the Facility is devised

in the form of a special purpose

vehicle (SPV) that will sell bonds

and use the money it raises to

make loans up to a maximum of €

440 billions to eurozone nations in

need. The bonds will be backed

by guarantees given by the

European Commission represent-

ing the whole EU, the eurozone

member states, and the IMF. The

new entity will sell debt only after

an aid request is made by a coun-

try. The EFSF will be combined to

a € 60 billion loan coming from

the European financial stabilisa-

tion mechanism (reliant on guar-

antees given by the European

Commission using the EU budget

as collateral) and to a € 250 bil-

lion loan backed by the IMF in

order to obtain a financial safety

net up to € 750 billions. The

agreement allows the European

Central Bank to start buying gov-

ernment debt which is expected

to reduce bond yields.   

Greece the next 

Argentina? 

- The IMF Involvement

The "Greek expression" of the

crisis has revealed an amazingly

broad range of issues not only

concerning the structural prob-

lems of the Greek economy, but

also those of the European Union

(EU) as an economic and curren-

cy area, and its unwillingness or

inability to react to the problem in

a timely, meaningful and collec-

tive way. The Greek crisis is pro-

voking comparisons to the

Argentine collapse of 2001. In

early May, Argentine president

Crist ina Fernandez said, 'The

recipe behind all this is almost

identical. Municipal suppression,

reduct ion in salaries and the

tightening of belts, it is the eter-

nal recipe of the international

financial institutions.' Analysts say

that Greece, like Argentina, can-

not avoid debt restructuring.

Because of Greece's lack of con-
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trol over the European Central

Bank, which issues Euros, some

have even likened Greece's

predicament to developing coun-

tries that are forced to borrow in

foreign currencies. Argent ina

experienced enviable growth for

years after currency devaluation

and debt default. However, for-

mer Argentine finance minister

Domingo Cavallo, the architect of

the ult imately failed Argentine

economic system in the 1990s,

said the main lesson from

Argentina to Greece was that cur-

rency devaluat ion is not  the

answer. He did argue for an early

and orderly debt restructuring.

Loss of Control over its

Monetary, Foreign Exchange

and Fiscal Policies

Because Greece is a member

of the eurozone, it cannot devalue

a portion of its obligations by the

means of introducing inflation, or

otherwise stimulate its economy

with monetary policy. For exam-

ple, the U.S. Federal Reserve

expanded its balance sheet by

over $1.3 trillion USD since the

global f inancial crisis began,

essentially printing new money

and injecting it into the system by

purchasing outstanding debt. The

suggestion has been made that

long term stability in the eurozone

requires a common fiscal policy

rather than controls on portfolio

investment. I n exchange for

cheaper funding from the EU,

Greece and other countries, in

addition to having already lost

control over monetary policy and

foreign exchange policy since the

euro came into being, would

therefore also lose control over

domestic fiscal policy. A March

2010 report from the University of

London's Research on Money and

Finance group argued that

Greece's difficulties were exacer-

bated by the eurozone. "Monetary

union has removed or limited the

freedom to set monetary and fis-

cal policy, thus forcing the pres-

sures of economic adjustment

onto the labour market." This has

resulted in trade imbalances with

negtative effects on labour:  "The

eurozone has become an area of

entrenched current account sur-

pluses for Germany, financed by

current account deficits for

peripheral countries. Monetary

union is a 'beggar-thy-neighbour'

policy for Germany, on condition

that it beggars its own workers

first." The report recommended

that Greece exit from the euro,

restructure its debt, and reorient

its economic policies toward social

welfare. Strong European

Commission oversight in the fields

of taxation and budgetary policy

and the enforcement mechanisms

that go with it  have been

described as infringements on the

sovereignty of eurozone member

states and are opposed by key EU

nations such as France and I taly.

Spread of Sovereign Debt

Crisis to other European

Countries

A debt crisis is rippling

through the weak economies of

Europe, eliminating any hope that

Greece's financial woes can be

halted and raising the likelihood

that European growth forecasts

will be t rimmed. I n spite of

spending cutbacks announced by

the Greek government, bond

yields in Portugal and Spain shot

up as investors, fearing default.

As the day wore on, the fears

spread beyond Europe, feeding a

slump in major stock exchanges

like New York and Toronto and in

commodities. Europe's mounting

debt woes put Jean Claude-

Trichet, the president of the

European Central Bank (ECB), on

the defensive as he sought to

reassure investors that the prob-

lems of a few small countries did

not mean the euro zone as a

whole was in trouble. The broad

selloff in euro zone bonds and

stock markets, and the plunging

euro, suggested investors did not

share his confidence and expect

the debt crisis to deepen. "This is

sweeping from one country to

another, and Spain and Portugal

are next," said Russell Jones,

managing director of strategy at

Royal Bank of Canada's invest-

ment arm in London. In Europe,

Portugal took the worst hit. The

ECB continue to keep its bench-

mark interest rate at a record low

of 1 per cent as the debt prob-

lems of the so-called PI IGS -

Portugal, I taly, I reland, Greece

and Spain - pick up momentum

and threaten to stall wider

European economic recovery.  As

the debt crisis spreads, econo-

mists realize that forecasts for an

economic rebound in the euro

zone - the 16 EU countries that

share the euro currency - might

have to be scaled back. But if

Spain, where the jobless rate is

about 20 per cent, goes from

recession to depression, the prob-

lem will deepen because the

country accounts for a hefty 12

per cent of euro zone GDP.

Markets rattled as woes of fragile

countries such as Greece and

Portugal start to infect other EU

members. Fiscal t ightening in

Greece, Spain and Portugal might

spread to I taly, France and

Germany.

One of the central concerns

prior to the bailout was that the

crisis could spread beyond

Greece. The crisis has reduced

confidence in other European

economies. I reland, with a gov-

ernment deficit of 14.3 percent of

GDP, the U.K. with 12.6 percent,

Spain with 11.2 percent, and

Portugal at 9.4 percent are most

at risk. In early May 2010, Spain's

government announced new aus-

terity measures designed to fur-

ther reduce the country's budget

deficit. As one of the largest euro-

zone economies the condition of

Spain's economy is of particular

concern to internat ional

observers, and faced pressure

from the United States, the IMF,

other European countries and the

European Commission to cut its

deficit  more aggressively. The

downgrade for Spain was an omi-

nous new blow, coming just as

markets were recovering their

poise after the double shock and

Standard & Poor's downgraded

for Greece to junk status..

Though Spain's overall debt bur-

den is fairly modest at around 53

percent of national income com-

pared to 115 percent for Greece

the country is running a big budg-

et deficit and has done less than

others to get a handle on its pub-

lic finances. Standard & Poor's cut

Spain's rating to AA from AA+

amid concerns about the coun-

try's growth prospects.

This concern is focused on

Portugal and I reland, all of whom

have high debt and deficit issues.

I taly also has a high debt, but its

budget position is better than the

European average, and it is not

considered amongst the countries

most at risk. Spain and I taly are

far larger and more central

economies than Greece, both

countries have most of their debt

controlled internally, and are in a

better fiscal situation than Greece

and Portugal, making a default

unlikely unless the situation gets

far more severe. Other IMF pro-

grammes in Europe continue to

be unpopular in Romania, Ukraine

and Serbia. The British govern-

ment's efforts to cut a record

budget deficit will result in about

600,000 public sector job losses.

The Guardian newspaper said it

had obtained Treasury estimates

which showed 1.3 million jobs

would be cut in both the private

and public sectors over the next

five years as a result of austerity

measures.

A Threat to Stability of

Euro Currency, and the Unity

of EU

Although, Greece represents

only 2%  of the eurozone econo-

my he severe danger is that a

default  by Greece causes

investors to lose faith in other

Eurozone countries. On June 4th

2010 Euro plunged to 4 year low.

I t is observed that this currency

impact is caused by delay in find-

ing solution to Greece debt crisis

by the EU. Diverging performanc-

es across the Continent are likely

to widen further, complicating the

ECB's task in sett ing interest

rates. The falling euro is less help

for countries such as Spain than

export-dependent Germany, and

fiscal austerity will be harshest in

southern Europe. Greece is feel-

ing the icy winds of austerity

measures imposed by the

International Monetary Fund and

European Union. Portugal and

Spain face bleak, possibly stormy

condit ions. I reland has yet to

stage a recovery. Beyond the

eurozone, the Baltics - Estonia,

Latvia and Lithuania - have stabi-

lized, and prospects have bright-

ened in Russia, Turkey and

Ukraine. But the crisis also makes

the outlook uncertain beyond the

eurozone's borders. Even for

western European economies

outside the eurozone with stable

public finances, there are risks.

Sweden has kept its currency but

not complete economic independ-

ence. But Sweden relies on

exports to rest of Europe. The

International Monetary fund pre-

dicts a steadily rising debt-to-GDP

ratio for the euro zone to as a

whole. In 2007, it was 66 per

cent. This year the figure will be

about 86 per cent, rising to 96 per

cent in 2014, the IMF says.

A Threat to the Recovery

of Global Economy

This dynamic is one reason

European leaders ought to be

thinking harder about an econom-

ic aid package for southern

Europe, rather than just a finan-

cial aid package. Absent a new

economic boost for indebted

nations, fiscal adjustments will be

extremely painful at best and

impossible at worst. Ultimately,

citizens of the beleaguered coun-

tries will demand something dif-

ferent, including, potentially, an

exit from the euro zone. The

eurozone's debt crisis hangs like a

dark cloud over Europe's econom-

ic prospects. But it is not yet clear

that the Continent's slow recovery

from its worst recession since the

Second World War will be blown

off course. The biggest

economies have been stabilized

by emergency measures taken by

governments and central banks.

In coming months, sharp falls in

the euro - its trade-weighted

value is down 8 per cent com-

pared with a year ago - should

boost eurozone exports. But the

Financial Times' European eco-

nomic weather map is at risk of

sudden changes if market alarm

about public finances does spread

into the real economy, compound-

ing the effects of higher taxes and

sweeping cuts to public spending

in the pipeline. The latest edition

of the FT's European economic

forecasts convincing evidence has

yet to emerge of Europe's main

economies taking a turn for the

worse as a result of the global

financial storm created in its own

backyard. The Paris-based OECD

(Organization for Economic Co-

operat ion and Development)

revised up its forecasts for euro-

zone growth this year and next,

although it highlighted risks to the

global outlook.

The measures tailored by

finance ministers are feared to fail

in containing the spread of the

crisis and austerity measure will

only add more pressure and curb

the economic recovery. Concerns

of the debt crisis in the region is

threatening the outlook and caus-

ing pessimism across global mar-

kets which continued to enforce

the huge selloff seen across equi-

ty, commodity and currency mar-

kets. The outlook for the UK's

growth is gloomy, especially as a

result of the debt crisis in Europe

that has overshadowed the fears

of climbing inflation in the econo-

my. The focus was frozen upon

the pessimism revolving the debt

crisis, especially as speculation

remains the main driving force,

while, one speculation was for the

euro area to break up, and anoth-

er speculation is for an extraordi-

nary intervention to prop the

euro. Royal Bank of Scotland ana-

lyst Jacques Cailloux said the

statements by Merkel, Strauss-

Kahn and European Central Bank

president Jean-Claude Trichet

"failed to provide groundbreaking

informat ion" and warned that

Europe risked the "biggest coordi-

nation failure in modern history."

Warning of a Third Global

Depression

The Group 20 has decided to

argue against continued fiscal

stimulus. Having in the mindset

Sovereign Debt Crisis in Europe

the G20 Summit leaders, except

from US and Japan, have at the

end of the meeting prescribed

spending cuts to at least half

deficits in the developed world by

2013 are essential to avert , not

cause, a second financial melt-

down. This policy has been pre-

endorsed by the I MF

(I nternat ional Monetary

Fund).This has also got the bless-

ing from the BI S (bank of

International Settlements) stating

that, 'The first and most immedi-

ate challenge is to make a con-

vincing start on reducing budget

deficits in the advanced

economies.' The Bank of England

has said that "inadequate trans-

parency" on sovereign exposure

led to crisis in lending markets.

'We are now, I  fear, in the early

stages of a third depression' says

Nobel Prize winner Paul Krugman

'and this third depression will be

primarily a failure of policy around

the world… governments are

obsessing about inflation but the

real threat is deflation.' He has

added fiscal restraint is correct

when the economy is strong, but

under the circumstances, restraint

actually causes problem you are

trying to solve, since by slowing

growth governments reduce their

tax intake deficit rise rather than

fall, cit ing the example of the

1870s and 1930s.
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Raymond Rajabalan, 

B.Sc (Cey)

When we think of

Mult iculturalism, Global Village,

peaceful co existence, unity in

diversity etc the name of just one

country in the entire universe

stands out .Yes you guessed it

right .I t is none other than the

magnanimous great nat ion of

Canada. When it comes to assist-

ing people in distress in any part

of the world, often it is only

Canada that reacts instantly and

come to the aid of the affected

people.

Wherever there is a severe

calamity or disaster in any part of

the world - whether it is drought

affected expanse of Darfur in

Sudan or Tsunami affected Sri

Lanka or earthquake ravaged

Haiti, Canada is always there to

provide help. This second largest

nation in the world, just like its

vast geographical area has indeed

a heart of gold as evidenced by its

noble actions and all of us must

indeed be proud to call this nation

as our home land.

" Keeping the nation's

doors wide open for those in

distress

Each year, when the month of

July dawns, colourful celebrations

are held throughout the length

and width of the entire country to

celebrate Canada day, to com-

memorate the birth of this nation.

At the same time for the more

than 300,000 Tamils of Sri Lankan

origin living in Canada, July brings

back painful memories of the hor-

rible events that took place in the

island nation 27 years ago.

When one thinks of the ethnic

conflict in Sri Lanka and the infa-

mous Black July of 1983, it is

inevitable not to think of the feel-

ing of horror that still haunts

many of us. While thousands of

innocent Tamils were being mas-

sacred by heavily armed

Sinhalese thugs acting with con-

nivance of government troops,

those Tamil civilians who were

lucky to be alive panicked and

sought every possible means to

escape the state sponsored may-

hem. Having lost all their belong-

ings, a few thousands of Tamil

civilians were able to flee to the

traditional home lands in North

and East. Amidst this state of con-

fusion, most nations were just

looking on as ineffective specta-

tors but it was Canada, quickly

followed by Australia which came

to the aid of the Tamils trapped in

Colombo and its immediate sub-

urbs. I f not for the quick response

of these nations, later followed by

few other countries the fate many

thousands of Tamils would have

been quite different.

This magnanimous deed   by

Canada has been repeated count-

less times in various parts of the

globe assist ing thousands of

affected civilians to arrive in this

beautiful and benevolent country.

In return, the grateful immigrants

have pooled their resources and

talents to make Canada much

stronger.

What have we done for

Canada?

Two decades ago, the ener-

get ic and pro act ive Prime

Minister of Canada Pierre Elliot

Trudeau had the vision of embrac-

ing multiculturalism .As a result of

his wisdom and foresight

Canada as well as those who

chose to live in this great nation

have immensely benefited.

In 1986, when a group of

nearly 200 Sri Lankan Tamil

refugees arrived in Canada in a

ship while there was a chorus of

opposition from various groups

.The then Prime Minister

Rt.Hon.Brian Mulroney, brushing

aside opposit ion from various

sources welcomed the refugees

with open arms. He had the vision

and foresight to provide refuge to

these desperate people. I t is on

record that many of them have

laboured hard, prospered so well

that they have been able to start

many business establishments

and provide employment for hun-

dreds contributing to the econom-

ic growth of this country.

Tamils of Sri Lankan origin

have already returned the favour

to Canada on many occasions by

involving themselves in variety of

benevolent acts. In recent years

Tamils in Toronto have collected

colossal sum of money for

Scarborough Hospital Foundation

in addition to donating thousands

of dollars to the Centenary

Hospital. They have also organ-

ized blood donations on numer-

ous occasions in addit ion to

donating generously to the Food

bank.

At this time, when Canada is

celebrating its 143rd birth day it

will be appropriate to remember

the major events that shaped the

evolution of present day Canada.

Chronology of Canadian

History (1840-2010)

" 1840 - The Act of Union

unites Canada West (Ontario) and

Canada East(Quebec) into the

province of Canada with a new

parliament

" 1848 - The provinces of

Canada and Nova Scotia gain self

government

" 1857 - Ottawa named as

capital of Canada by Queen

Victoria

" 1867 - Nova Scotia, New

Brunswick, Ontario and Quebec

unite in a confederation called the

Dominion of Canada. Sir John

McDonald is named Canada's first

Prime Minister

" 870 -The province of

Manitoba is made part of the

Dominion of Canada; North West

Territories established.

" 1871 -The province of British

Columbia is added to the

Dominion of Canada

" 1873- The province of Prince

Edward Island is added to the

Dominion of Canada

" 1898 - Yukon is given territo-

rial status

" 1905 - The provinces of

Saskatchewan and Alberta are

added to the Dominion of Canada

" 1931 - The statute of

Westminster gives Canada com-

plete independence from great

Britain

" 1949 - Newfoundland

becomes Canada's 10th province.

Canada ,United States and ten

European Nat ions form North

At lant ic Treaty Organizat ion

(NATO)

" 1965 -New Canadian flag

with Maple leaf and red and white

colours was adopted.

" 1971 -The policy of

Multiculturalism was as accepted

by Federal government

" 1980 - The National Anthem

"Oh Canada ' was created

" 1982 -Canada adopts a new

constitution that ends British con-

trol over constitutional amend-

ments;  a Charter of rights and

Freedom is added

" 1989 - Free Trade agree-

ment between Canada and U S A

enacted

" 1999 - Nunavut was created

fro the North West Territories

" 2000 - Former Prime

Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau dies

" 2001- Bloc Quebecois leader

Lucien Bouchard who was calling

for separat ion of the country

retires from politics

" 2002 - Paul Martin , Minister

of Finance quits from Cabinet

" 2003 - Prime Minister  Jean

Chrétien quits his leadership and

Paul Martin becomes the new

leader of Liberal Party and

becomes the Prime Minister

" 2004  May -Parliament dis-

solved

June- Liberal Party Wins the

General Elect ions .Paul Mart in

becomes        Prime Minister

" 2005 Dec- Minority

Government of Paul Martin dis-

solved

" 2006 Jan-Conservative party

wins the general elect ion.

Stephen Harper becomes the

39th Prime Minister of Canada.

" 2007 Sep - Parliament dis-

solved

" 2008 Oct - 40th Federal

Elections was held. Conservative

Party once again returned to

power.

" 2010 June  -G8 & G20

Conferences held in Ontario

Canada - you are not getting

older.  You are growing stronger
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Canada - the paradise on earth

The mini-novel-"when sweet

minds join together" was seri-

alised and appeared in 'Siraku'  for

the last 23 months.  Thamilinee

displayed her narrative ability as

well as her facility  to conform to

pure Jaffna dialectic  Tamil prose.

She should be commended for

having ventured to write a Tamil

novel even after being away from

her motherland for  most part of

her life.  In a world where most

forget their language, culture and

bearings,she has recollected her

experinces, feelings and values to

put them together in the form of

a  thoroughly readable social tale

with an absorbing element of sus-

pense.

Though new to the art of writ-

ing novels, she managed to inter-

est the audience and most of the

ladies were always anxious to get

the next copy of 'Siraku' with

enthusiasm. Her characters like

Sumi,Chitra, Nirmalan,Chandran,

Nithila and Nithili were well devel-

oped and kept the readers in

eager expectations. One reader

said," Her tale is like  viewing a

film. I  just couldn't wait for the

next episode". Her portrayal of

Sumi's life of sacrifice in the inter-

est of her friend is very exhilarat-

ing and impressive.                     

The tale is woven round the

love relationship between   Sumi

and Nirmalan who come together

in matrimony only in their middle

ages- after all humane efforts and

sacrifices. They are the sweet

minds referred to by the author.

The true matrimonial joy comes

from a deeper union of two souls.

The theme underlines the concept

that we are all spiritual beings on

a human journey. I t  is

Thamilinee's  Tamil prose that was

most captivat ing. She remem-

bered songs from past Tamil films

and  appropriately  incorporated

them into her style of writing. Eg.

Vazlkaiyil ayiramirrukum,

vaasalthorum vethanayir-

rukkum","Ulakam ayiram sollad-

dume", "Palahath therintha man-

ame unakku marrakath theriy-

atha?". She didn't forget to use

her bibilical lines when she nar-

rates "itho un annan", "itho en

ammah".

I t would have been better if

the author had  divided her tale

into chapters with tit les and logial

paragraphing instead of just going

from one issue of the paper to the

other. However, she had shown

tremendous potential as a novel

writer and we hope and pray she

will present her readers with

many more tales to entertain

them.                           - jjA-

‘Innayum Pothu'-Maiden Mini-Novel by Thamilinee Hensman

Book Review
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Question: I  have two small chil-

dren.  They are very happy at home

but when they go to school, they

have to fight a battle every day.

When so much conflict enters chil-

dren I  really don't know how does

one go about it?

SADHGURU: Now if children are

very unhappy at school I  think we

need to examine the teachers.

(Laughs) Because it is a natural

human trait that when you get to

know something that you did not

know it brings much joy to you. I f

learning is making people miserable

then we have not understood what

learning is. 

Unfortunately you are not send-

ing your children to school because

you want them to learn.  You want

them to earn. That's why you are

sending them to school. I t is an

unfortunate way to handle educa-

tion. That's not education. You want

them enslaved, so the teachers are

doing the job for you. You want

them enslaved to what you call as

economic well-being so the teachers

are just doing the job for you. You

are not sending your children to

school because you want them to

develop a thirst for knowing irre-

spective of whether it is going to

make money or not make money,

isn't it? So you better change your

attitudes about education.    

The whole focus of education is

not about suppressive information,

but about kindling the thirst for

knowledge. I f the thirst for knowl-

edge is kindled in the child you can't

stop him from learning.  You cannot

stop him from learning; he's going

to learn anyway. But instead of kin-

dling that, you're suppressing it.

Beating it down with your idea of

what is education, because your

idea of education is social status

and money. So, slowly these chil-

dren these joyful bursting pieces of

life slowly become sad because

you're just disorienting them com-

pletely with your compulsions.

The pressure is also because

you're putt ing two absolutely

unique beings in comparison. There

is only one like you in the world.

That is so for your child also, but

now you are trying to put all of

them into the same compartment

and compare them about something

that they can learn and make them

feel better or worse about it. 

So it is you who brought that

compet it ion and comparison,

because for most parents it is not

about education, it is about first

rank. All they want is, they want

their children to sit on top of every

other child's head. They're not inter-

ested in learning. They're not inter-

ested in education. They're not

interested in career;  they're not

interested in anything. There whole

effort in their life is how to sit on top

of the pile. Isn't it so? Everybody

wants to sit on top of the pile. 

Everybody cannot sit on top of

the pile. Only a few will sit on top of

the pile. Others will naturally end up

at the bottom and get suppressed,

isn't it so? Whatever the activity, if

our focus is just to sit on top of the

pile, naturally many others will get

suffocated under the pile.  This is

bound to happen; there is no other

way. 

So that orientation of education

has to go. 'No, no I  cannot do any-

thing, the schools are like that'. No,

the schools are just catering to your

attitudes. I f your attitudes change,

the schools will change. They want

to run the business the way it

works, isn't it? All you want is,

somehow you want your child to get

a hundred marks. I t doesn't matter

what happens to the child. You want

your child to get first rank. They're

just trying to cater to it because

you're paying them. They're trying

to fulfill their job. In the course of

your activity the child is getting

ruined, but it doesn't matter.  Your

child is unhappy; it doesn't matter.

You want him to get first rank. This

is a sickness which has to go. 

True human genius will not

flower if this kind of education hap-

pens. True human capabilit ies will

not find expression in competition.

True human capabilit ies will find

expression only in absolute relax-

ation. Your mind, your body will

work best, will find fullest expres-

sion only when you are joyful and

peaceful and quiet within yourself. 

When you are trying to race

with somebody you will think only

one step ahead of them. That's all.

You're not thinking of what is your

ultimate potential to do. We're just

ruining a whole generation of peo-

ple with the kind of schooling we're

doing. 

The author is the founder of

Isha Home School at the Foothills of

Velliangiri Mountains, Coimbatore,

Tamil Nadu, India.  For more details

visit www.ishafoundation.org

In difficult t imes, when many

of the things that people depend

on fail them, life can seem cruel

and unjust. We want something

to depend on that will always be

there for us. That something, says

Maharaji, is closer than we think.

"People think their depend-

ence and support is on everything

that happens outside," Maharaji

says. "We think, 'Today, every-

thing went well, everybody was

pleased with me, and so my day

was good.' Yet we're not really

dependent on those things. Our

dependence, our support, comes

from within."

Maharaji talks about finding

strength and support through a

deeper understanding of what it

means to be human. Speaking to

audiences around the world, he

says that the peace and fulfill-

ment people seek in so many

ways can be found within. His

words are backed by an offer to

assist individuals in the discovery

of that peace within themselves-a

peace that  he says can't  be

grasped intellectually. I t must be

felt within the heart.

"When I  was very young,"

says Maharaji, who grew up in

northern India, "we would some-

times go to a place that was very

hot. There was no air-condition-

ing. To cool ourselves, we used to

go to a spring where cold water

was coming out. We would sit

under it, and the cold water would

hit our heads and cool the whole

body. I  cannot describe that feel-

ing. I  cannot describe what I  used

to experience-that coolness, that

refreshing feeling. 

"I f we try to describe every-

thing with words, we cannot.

There's a limit. There's a limit to

everything that  exists in this

world, and words, too, have a

limit. Beyond that limit, beyond

the boundary of words, is a place

where real peace resides.

"As long as we cannot feel

that peace within, we can only

describe those things we either

imagine or see. I f we can't even

see something, then how are we

going to describe it? How are we

going to imagine it? How are we

going to think about it? We can't

think about it, nor can we imagine

it. I t 's beyond imagination."

During presentations around

the world, Maharaji often answers

questions from the audience.

Q: I f the peace you talk about

is within me, why do I  need

someone else's help to find it?

M: The way we know every-

thing in this world is that some-

one taught us. Maybe we saw

somebody making bread. We

watched, we learned, and then

we tried to make it.

Someone taught us how to

read. We couldn't read before

that. Once we learned how to

read, then we could read lots of

books and continue to learn many

things. So in this world, whatever

we know, we have learned.

Then how are we going to

learn anything about that world

within, if it is beyond the imagina-

tion? Don't we need to learn

something there, too? We need

someone who teaches about the

world that resides within.

Q: I f my mind can't recognize

peace, how can I  tell whether I

have peace in my heart?

M:  I f someone is feeling

sleepy but is unable to sleep

because their back is hurting,

they twist and turn. I t 's frustrat-

ing. They're hurting. The pain

isn't going away, and they can't

sleep. I f on the second night they

take some medicine, when will

they know if the medicat ion

worked? I t will be when they

wake up in the morning rested.

With the pain removed, they

know they slept well.

I f you can understand this

example, you will understand

what peace is like. I t 's when we

feel rested inside, when we feel

the rest of the heart. Otherwise

there's a feeling that something

within is lost, is missing. This

peace is not something we can

describe. I t 's something to experi-

ence. When we experience it

within us, then our heart will tell

us we're fulfilled.

To learn more about Maharaji,

visit:

www.wopg.org

www.tprf.org

www.maharaji.net

www.contactinfo.net
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by Dr. Paikiasothy 

Saravanamuttu

Many readers may have seen

if not  read about Defence

Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa's

interview with Stephen Sackur of

the BBC HardTalk programme in

which he calls Sarath Fonseka a

liar and threatens to hang him for

his posit ion on a war crimes

investigation. Local opinion, not

surprisingly, given the current

polit ical context, has been divided

on the propriety of Mr Rajapaksa's

outburst and the damage it could

do to the image of the regime and

of the country internationally.

There are the shocked and

perturbed, albeit mostly in pri-

vate, on the one hand and on the

other, the hallelujah chorus of the

apparatchiks. According to them,

Mr Rajapaksa showed Sackur

what's what and saw off the smug

arrogant, hostile Occidental pro-

pagandist with panache!

My concern here is to inquire

into what this interview and the

response to it tells us about the

state of governance in our coun-

try, post -war and once more on

the verge of constitutional reform.

Let us be clear at the outset

as to what we are inquiring into -

an interview given by a public ser-

vant in which he delivers threats

and accusations against a former

army commander and defeated

presidential candidate who is cur-

rently in detention and who is -

and this is important - a Member

of Parliament. The public servant

is the defence secretary and an

architect of the historic military

defeat of the LTTE. He is also a

former army officer and of course,

this is important too, the presi-

dent's brother. Furthermore - this

is important as well - the public

servant's minister is the presi-

dent, his brother.

Were such an event to have

occurred in India, the world's

largest democracy or in Britain

from where our parliamentary tra-

ditions and conventions of gover-

nance hail, the public servant

would have had to resign and if

he did not, he would have been

sacked. Were the latter action not

taken, the government of the day

would be in jeopardy. Public opin-

ion and the media would bay for

its blood.

The rationale for all of this

being that in functioning democ-

racies, public servants are not

supposed to make policy pro-

nouncements of their own, voice

their personal opinions to the

international or local media or

make statements that are tanta-

mount to the grossest interfer-

ence in an issue, which is the sub-

ject  of an ongoing judicial

process.

Was Mr Rajapajsa merely

expressing government policy, the

policy of his brother, his minister

and president? Or, since no action

has been taken, is it the case that

this a case, not of Yes Minister but

of Yes Secretary?

I t  is indeed sad that  Mr

Fonseka apart, members of par-

liament have not seen it fit to

raise what is surely a privilege

issue. A secretary to a ministry

has in effect called a MP a liar and

traitor on international television

and pronounced that he should

be hanged. I t is also sad that

there has been litt le comment or

observation of the insight this

affords us on the state of gover-

nance in the land.

Is Gotabaya Rajapaksa a one

man deterrent to discussion and

dissent - the lifeblood of democra-

cy? Does one decisive military vic-

tory and two thumping electoral

mandates to his brother and by

extension his family, give him the

licence to mouth off maliciously in

flagrant violation of the dignity

and propriety of the office he

holds?

Given the impending revoca-

t ion of the Seventeenth

Amendment and the jettisoning of

the Constitut ional Council and

independent commissions it pro-

vides for and the removal of the

term limit on the presidency, the

structure of power and govern-

ment in the country will be

shoved further away from the

structure of power and govern-

ment that characterizes demo-

cratic governance.

Those who railed against the

executive presidency and prom-

ised loudly to abolish it are to

entrench it instead and with it no

doubt, the arbit rariness and

caprice of a monarchy and dynas-

tic rule.

The nature of the regime and

its rule are profiled by the defence

secretary's vituperative interview,

the priorit ies for constitut ional

reform in the current context of

limbo between the post war situ-

ation we are in and the post-con-

flict one we should aspire to and

the reported appointment of who

is now frequently referred to as

the First Son, 24 year old fresher

MP Namal Rajapaksa to head the

District Development Committee

for Kilinochchi!

More Crown Prince perhaps

than First Son, being given war

ravaged Killi to dabble in develop-

ment? Is there a precedent here

of Killinochchi becoming the local

Duchy of Cornwall?

The gratitude and apprecia-

tion of the citizenry for the defeat

of the LTTE and expressed in two

thumping mandates for the

Rajapaksa family should not blind

the citizenry to the dangers of

authoritarianism and the corro-

sion of governance. Nor should

we allow fear to silence protest

and resistance to this and then

wallow in regret for our complici-

ty and appeasement at a later,

god forbid, much later date.

Whoever rules, whoever gov-

erns and for how long is not the

issue. There must always be, as a

basic minimum, checks and bal-

ances, the rule of law, due

process, best practices and stan-

dards adhered to, rights protected

and duties fulfilled.

And public servants should be

public servants, irrespective of

who their siblings are. Or else

they should go and if they do not,

they should be sacked. This is

surely the way of a functioning

democracy.

(Dr. Paikiasothy Saravana-

muttu is the Executive Director of

the Centre for Policy Alternatives)
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Is Gotabhaya Rajapaksa a one man deterrent to dis-

cussion and dissent - The lifeblood of democracy?

Sri Lanka Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa being interviewed
by Stephen Sackur of the BBC HardTalk programme.

By Kanayalal Raina

Should we be taken aback by

a recent report about a father-in-

law murdering his daughter-in-

law in Canada? Or earlier a father

killing the daughter. Should we be

surprised by another such event

with the difference that a young

person killed a girl who resisted

his advances? This is not the first

time that we have come across

these occurrences. There is no

dearth of spoilt young men either.

Not too long ago, five armed men

barged into the house of 22-week

pregnant Sunitaand her lover

Jasbir Singh, strangling them to

death. Moments later, the cou-

ple's half-stripped bodies stood

displayed at  the entrance to

Sunita's paternal home in Karnal

( I ndia), her father winning

applause from the community for

having restored the family's hon-

our. The day was May 16, 2008.

Recently a swami from south

India was caught on camera in

what the media calls a 'compro-

mising position' with a couple of

women. There was a public

uproar and he has since been

arrested. The swami, in his early

thirties, would have gotten away

with what is perhaps the result of

a hormonal surge had he not

vowed to be, well, a swami.

Literally, a swami is someone who

is a 'master of his senses'. Popular

culture tends to look up to a saint

or swami as some kind of divine

entity. What does cause distress is

that these incidents have taken

place in the world over and devel-

oped nat ions that have been

known for a healthy social fabric

in the past. Something has gone

tragically wrong in recent

decades. 

The world all over is murkier

than before. We have been

exposed to instances of patricide

not very long ago. At times it

appears as if nobody is safe in his

or her surroundings. Girls espe-

cially are the victims of lust and

passion of the lecherous. In our

churches there have been cases

even young children of their being

trapped by preachers, of all per-

sons. 

Society is made of relation-

ships, which are maintained

through the application of ethical

and moral codes. Often, we hear

an outcry for enforcing "moral

order" or for returning to "old-

fashioned values''. Such talks of

morality are essentially driven

from one or the other institution-

alised religious teaching. For

example, one may come across

an impassioned plea to stress on

the moral values based on

Christ ian belief. But then, is

morality of Christ ians different

from that of the Hindus, Muslims

and Buddhists? I f yes, then there

can never be peace in the world. 

Sexual trafficking of women,

girls and children is a key area of

concern in particular. The UNICEF

(United Nations Children's Fund)

has estimated that 1000 to 1500

Guatemalan (belonging to

Guatemala, a country in North

America) are trafficked each year

for adoption by couples in North

America and Europe;  girls as

young as 13 (mainly from Asia

and Eastern Europe) are traf-

f icked as "mail-order brides"

(women who publish their intent

to marry someone from another,

usually more financially devel-

oped, country);  large numbers of

children are being trafficked in

West and Central Africa, mainly

for domestic work but also for

sexual exploitation and to work in

shops or on farms --- nearly 90

per cent of these traff icked

domestic workers are girls;  chil-

dren from Togo, Mali, Burkina

Faso and Ghana are trafficked to

Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Cameroon

and Gabon --- they are trafficked

both in and out of Benin and

Nigeria (some of them are sent as

far away as the Middle East and

Europe). 

Don't we feel sick after learn-

ing all this? I t is an exploitative

social order. Our society is suffer-

ing from other ills too. Generally

there is lack of trust. The majori-

ty of us mean no even when we

say yes. White-collar criminals

(cheats living behind an aura of

respectability and high social sta-

tus) thrive. "You scratch my back

and I  will scratch yours" is the

order of the day. So is the motto

of the survival of the fittest. One

who is equipped with money

regardless of its source is consid-

ered the "fittest." I t does not mat-

ter whether he is downright cor-

rupt and deceitful. 

In the world of Buddha and

Gandhi all this should sound

amazing. Morality is an illusion in

present age. Polit ics is bereft of

ideologies. I t  has become an

instrument of grabbing and stay-

ing in power. We fiddle with the

public money as we tend to think

that it does not appear to belong

to anybody. Corporate wars are

ruthless more focussed on prof-

itability than on improving prod-

ucts and services. 

The films like Corporate,

Sarkar, Laaga Chunari Mein Daag

and Fashion, among others, bring

into sharp focus the direction in

which we are heading. Everything

comes with a price. Everyone

wants to swim with the current. A

few who dare go against the flow

are dubbed as cynics. Why should

we blame individuals alone? Even

the nations have been caught

selling not only narcotics but also

nuclear technologies. Will this

ever change for the better?

Definitely it will, if all of us stand

up and say enough is enough.

The World All Over is Mukier Than Before

Kanyalal Raina



by Navi Pillay

The Football World Cup  2010.

This is an opportune occasion to

reflect on the fact that sport is

meant to foster social cohesion,

bring different cultures together

in a celebration of healthy compe-

tit ion, and to overcome the diffi-

dence and even contempt that all

too often divide countries and

communities in the polit ical and

social arenas.

The movie " Invictus" on how

Nelson Mandela used rugby to

defuse potential strife and build a

common national identity was one

such reflection. And the choice of

South Africa, a country that

renounced the inst itut ionalised

racism of Apartheid, as the host

venue of the 2010 World Cup pro-

vides both a perfect opportunity

and a platform to renew our

efforts to combat discrimination in

all its forms.

As a victim of racism and a

sports fan, I  urge all who play or

simply watch sport to use the

World Cup as a catalyst to call for

global action against intolerance

and racism. These are scourges

that affect countless women, men

and children around the world

and that must be challenged at

every turn.

Ability to join millions

Indeed, fear, intolerance and

xenophobia can all be combated

with diametrically opposed values

of fair play and cooperation that

are so central to team sports such

as football. The World Cup is per-

haps the highest expression of

football's ability to join millions of

people from all regions of the

world in a common and joyous

pursuit.

Undoubtedly, we all have our

favourite team and wish it victori-

ous, but let us not forget that the

World Cup allows us to connect

with others whose different histo-

ry, culture and tradit ions we

might otherwise never be

exposed to. As a result of these

contacts, we are all enriched. Our

common passion for football rein-

forces the bonds of community

pride, makes explicit our shared

aspirat ion for excellence, and

channels and elevates our instinct

of competition.

But let us also be vigilant

about racism and other manifes-

tations of intolerance that poison

sport - particularly football- that

undermine its positive message

and that bring it into disrepute.

This happens all too often when

the supporters of compet ing

teams use intolerant slurs and

even violence to vilify and attack

their opponents.

Regrettably, even the players

themselves have at times been

prone to such despicable behav-

iour. Professional footballers are

rightly obliged to uphold the high-

est standards of sportsmanship,

both ethically and under FIFA's

code of conduct, which includes

provisions on non-discrimination.

Yet on occasions, rich clubs and

rich national bodies have escaped

more severe sanction by paying

derisory fines after serious racist

incidents during matches.

National football authorit ies

everywhere must back their

strong rhetoric with serious and

consistent  disincent ives.

Manifestations of racism or intol-

erance in or around the stadiums

during the World Cup should be

swiftly addressed and the perpe-

trators isolated.

The clear message of the

World Cup must be that there is

no place for racism and intoler-

ance in sport. I  welcome the

stand taken against racism by

FIFA and UEFA - both organisa-

t ions cont inue to build pro-

grammes which promote toler-

ance and campaign against

racism. FIFA plans to use the four

quarter final matches of the World

Cup, in particular, to make an

unequivocal statement against

racism to millions of people

around the world. Before those

matches, the captains of each

team will read a declarat ion

encouraging players, officials and

fans around the world to say "no"

to any and all forms of racism.

Pathway out of exclusion

The Football World Cup pres-

ents a unique opportunity to max-

imise the potential of this sport to

educate ever-expanding con-

stituencies and attract talent irre-

spective of social status and posi-

tion in life. For many poor ath-

letes, football has offered a path-

way out of seemingly endless

exclusion. Their accomplishments

have inspired others to follow

suit. In every society, successful

sports men and women are role

models whose behaviour is close-

ly scrutinised and even emulated.

Young minds are especially influ-

enced by both positive and nega-

t ive messages received from

those they respect, particularly

their sports heroes.

Ultimately, the real winners of

this year's World Cup will be those

who celebrate and uphold both in

words and in deeds its values of

fair play, honest compet it ion,

respect and tolerance both on

and off the field. Let's kick dis-

crimination off the field. Let's

tackle exclusion. Let's put racism

offside.

(Navi Pillay is U.N. High

Commissioner for Human Rights)

by T. R. Janarthanam

The idea of forming the

International Association of Tamil

Research (IATR) took shape when

most of the Tamil scholars attend-

ed the South Asian Linguist ic

Conference held in New Delhi.

Ka. Po. Rathinam, former MP

belonging to the Tamil United

Liberation Front (TULF) in Sri

Lanka, proposed this and was

welcomed by Dr. M. Varadarajan,

Fr. Thani Nayagam of the

University of Malaya, Salai

Elanthirayan of Delhi University

and various other Tamil scholars.

The main condit ion of the

I ATR to hold a World Tamil

Conference was that it should be

supported by the Government of

the host country and sponsored

by its university. I t was then pos-

sible to hold the first World Tamil

Conference at Kuala Lumpur, the

capital of Malaysia, in 1966.

Tunku Abdul Rahman was the

Prime Minister at that time and

Thani Nayagam of Sri Lanka was

the head of the Tamil Department

of University of Malaysia.

The then Chief Minister of

Tamil Nadu, M. Baktavatsalam,

led a delegation from Chennai

with Tamil scholars such as T.P.

Meenakshi Sundaram, Ki. Va.

Jeganathan, Sanjeevi, V.R.

Nedunchezhian and Sa.Ganesan .

From Sri Lanka, TULF leader

A. Amirthalingam and Rajadurai,

MP from Batticaloa, and a small

group participated.

Mr. Bakthavatsalam

announced that Tamil Nadu would

host the second IATR World Tamil

Conference in Chennai. His suc-

cessor C.N. Annadurai fulfilled the

promise in 1968.

M. Karunanidhi, then the

Public Works Minister, played an

important role in making the con-

ference a grand success. I t was

held with the involvement of all

the people. Various funct ions

were arranged at Island Grounds

in Chennai, which was named

'Theevu Thidal.'

"I  was a student leader of

Tamil Nadu and stopped the agi-

tation for a separate State that

was announced by the students

of Coimbatore Agricultural

College. The third Tamil

Conference was held in Paris in

1970. Pilliazo was the head of the

Department of Linguistic Studies

in the College De France there.

The responsibility of organis-

ing the conference was undertak-

en by Fr. Thani Nayagam.

Malcolm S. Adiseshiah donated a

huge amount in his capacity as

the Secretary General of United

Nat ions Educat ional, Scient if ic

and Cultural Organisation.

For the fourth Tamil

Conference in Jaffna (Sri Lanka)

in 1974, I  entered the country

without the knowledge of Sri

Lankan Government although the

then Prime Minister, Srimavo

Bandaranaike, gave instructions

to cancel all visas issued to the

Tamil scholars from Tamil Nadu.

The fifth Tamil conference was

held in the University of Malaya in

a grand manner in 1977. V. David,

MP of Malaysia, was the president

of World Tamil Movement and I

was the vice-president. Dato

Samy Vellu, the then Minister

from Malasyia, extended full sup-

port. I  led a delegation of 300

people to the conference from

Chennai.

Chief Minister M.G.

Ramachandran came forward to

conduct the next conference in

Madurai in 1981 and gave a

facelift to the town.

I n 1989, Parasuram

Arumugham, a Minister in

Mauritius, took special interest in

conducting the conference. Actor

Kamal Hassan stole the show

when thousands of Maurit ius

Tamils attended the conference.

The public meeting was held in

the sports ground of Mauritius.

The irony was that although there

were Tamil names they could not

utter a single word in Tamil.

At least South Africans were

able to say "Vanakkam", taught

by Govindaswamy, a Tamil

teacher who studied in Annamalai

University. In 1995, the then Chief

Minister, Jayalalithaa, conducted

the Tamil Conference at

Thanjavur and that town got a

facelift in terms of infrastructure

and accommodation.

An unpleasant incident took

place when the Central Bureau of

I nvest igat ion stopped Dr.

Sivathambi and a few Tamil schol-

ars who came on a tourist visa to

Tamil Nadu to attend the confer-

ence.

Thereafter the IATR did not

evince any interest in holding

World Tamil Conferences in India.

Now, Mr. Karunanidhi has put

and end to IATR's hesitation, by

taking the wise decision of con-

duct ing a " Classical Tamil

Conference". I t paves way to con-

duct a Tamil conference else-

where including Singapore, the

United Kingdom, Europe and

Canada where lakhs of Tamils are

living.

JULY 2010 39Monsoon Journal Monsoon Feature

A recollection on world Tamil meets

A file picture of Mr. T. R. Janarthanam during an interview in Chennai.
Photo : R. Ravindran courtesy: the Hindu

Football World Cup 2010 can be used to

combat Racism and Discrimination Globally



Students from the Tamil com-

munity participated in TCASD’s

Second Annual Science Fair held

recently. These fairs are created

to enhance the performance of

youth who consider science as an

important aspect to their future.

Science is everywhere around the

world and projects are created

based on it.  Science Fairs encour-

age students to open up towards

their community and bring an

extra bit of confidence when they

are able to discuss their creations. 

The projects were well

designed and have been worked

on for weeks by the students

themselves. The students take on

initiative to complete their proj-

ects so it will help them succeed

in the future.   The Science Fair

2010 was held at the Pickering

Nuclear I nformat ion Centre

Auditorium.  We were pleased to

see the number of innovative

projects and the complex thought

process involved in putt ing

together the project.  There were

a wide range of projects in

Physical Sciences, Biological

Sciences and Engineering sci-

ences.  These events are open to

the Tamil community to get

involved with the science fair.

Special thanks are to the

Ontario Power Generation (OPG)

for providing the auditorium for

the Science Fair and the Judges

Dr. Mannivannan (Ph.D in

Chemistry) and Mrs. Dolatshahi

(Nuclear Engineer at OPG).  Also

many thanks to all the parents for

supporting and encouraging their

children to take part in the com-

petition and the organizers who

helped make this years Science

fair a huge success.   I t is impor-

tant that students have opportu-

nities to participate in such events

as this one. The parents who

send their children to participate

in this fair can sense the accom-

plishments their sons and daugh-

ters achieved. (Posted by

Raveena Rajasingham)

40 Monsoon JournalJULY 2010

Students from  Tamil Community
Participate in Science Fair

Durham News

Annual General Meeting 2010
Tamil Cultural Association of Waterloo Region held its Annual general meeting at the KW community council hall.  The president, Mr. Prakash

Venkataraman presided over the meeting.  Mr. Naguleswaran Sundaram presented the financial report and Mr. Dennis Loyola, the secretary,

informed the future plans and activities.  Next major activity would be the Canada day Picnic at the Christie Lake conservation park on July 17

and Tamil Cultural Nite 2010.  The meeting was followed by dinner and Movie.

Members from Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge and Guelph attended the event.
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KITCHENER - I t 's a festival of

festivals, with events as diverse

as the communities taking part.

But the Tapestry Festival, cele-

brating its eight year in 2010, isn't

about recognizing our differences

as much as it is celebrating the

common threads this multicultural

community shares, said Brian

Scott, the city's event develop-

ment coordinator. 

"We look to encompass not

necessarily the heritage aspect,

but the spirit and the true mean-

ing of diversity," he said. "I t 's a

coming together of cultures

where you don't lose your identi-

ty you reinterpret that within a

regional, made in Waterloo con-

text."

This year's festival kicks off

Friday with the Our World Festival

of Music in front of Kitchener City

Hall. The free, two-day fest fea-

tures live music ranging from

Latin fusion to Portuguese fado to

Jamaican-style ska as well as

music movie screenings in the

rotunda and craft and food ven-

dors outside. 

Our World comes to a close

Saturday night with a perform-

ance by the Sultans of String and

Toronto-based Latina songstress

Amanda Martinez. After the festi-

val, Martinez will be heading off

to South Africa, her mother's

homeland, to perform in the

World Cup opening celebrations. 

"The scope of entertainment

is really quite unique, brilliant and

accessible," Scott said of the line

up at the family-friendly event. 

The festivit ies continue with

the Silk Road Fest ival in the

Market district June 12 and the

Kites of Joy and Freedom Festival

June 13 in Victoria Park. The stu-

dents of Sri Abiramy dance acad-

emy of Waterloo will perform a

Tamil and a classical Bharatha

Natyam dance.  I t will be followed

by Chinese and Mongolian dance

programs.  Members of the local

Tamil community will be in hand

to promote their Arts and culture.

The kite fest, which features

workshops, concerts and food

vendors, is a prime example of

cultures bringing their own

unique flavour to a universal

experience, said Scott. 

"I t 's simply a kite festival, but

it 's done from a perspective of

how relevant kite making, kite fly-

ing is to many cultures," he said.

"You actually get to participate in

the same joy as someone might

have making and flying kites in

Afghanistan. I t demonstrates that

universality that  we have

throughout Tapestry."

Tapestry also features the

Mult icultural Cinema Club

Festival, which screens interna-

tional films in the council cham-

bers of City Hall from June 22 to

27 as well as the Nat ional

Aboriginal Day celebrations and

Latitudes Storytelling Festival on

June 26 and 27. All the events are

free. 

The festivit ies wrap up the last

weekend of June with the 43rd

edition of the popular gathering

of musicians, food and craft ven-

dors and performers at  the

Multicultural Fest in Victoria Park.

The headlining act this year is

Reynaldo Y Su Son de Cuba.

Tapestry Festival celebrates
common multicultural threads

Waterloo News

Local Tamil arts community showcases their talent

TAMIL CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
OF WATERLOO REGION

http://www.tamilculturewaterloo.org

(Kitchener - Waterloo - Cambridge - Guelph)

10th annual Tamil cultural nite 

Performing Arts festival
Dear Members and Friends

Waterloo region & Guelph Tamil community proudly present, the largest Tamil
performing arts festival in the region.  Our 10th annual Tamil Cultural Nite

2010 is to be held on 
Date: SSaturday, OOctober 223rd 

Time: 66.00pm
Venue:    HHumanities TTheater, UUniversity oof WWaterloo. 

Admission: FFree

TCAWR is in the process of collecting sponsorship and advertisements for the
Cultural nite Magazine.  The rates are as follows:

Full PPage BB/W - $$150.00
1/2 PPage BB/W - $$ 1100.00
1/4 PPage BB/W - $$  775.00

Cover page back colour and front/Back inside are also available. E-mail us
your request.

Waterloo region and Guelph Tamil children   
We are looking for new talent and group performances.  Please, submit your

request through your program co-ordinator to Mrs. Indra Logendran or Dennis
Loyola at 519-574-6590 at your earliest. 

Thanks and soliciting your kind co-operation.
TCAWR - Cultural nite sub-committee
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Project  GreenHands (PGH)

was awarded the Indira Gandhi

Paryavaran Puraskar (IGPP) for

2008 by the Government of India

on June 5th 2010 from the former

President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul

Kalam. The award was presented

in recognition of the outstanding

contributions made by PGH in cre-

ating environmental awareness

and reversing ecological degrada-

tion. The IGPP also includes a

cash prize of Rs. Five Lakhs and a

silver lotus trophy. In order to

commemorate World

Environment Day and the receiv-

ing of the award, PGH organized

the planting of saplings in 32

locations across Tamil Nadu 

The IGPP was instituted in

1987 by the Ministry of

Environment and Forests. This

national prize on environment is

named after the former Prime

Minister of India late Shrimati

Indira Gandhi and is the highest

award in India bestowed on indi-

viduals and organizations for sig-

nificant contributions in the fields

of environmental protection, con-

servat ion, regenerat ion and

awareness creation. Criteria such

as replicability of the work, innov-

ativeness, target groups - such as

women, rural populat ions and

urban poor, impact of the pro-

grams in relation to the resources

employed, and the sustainability

of the project are considered

before a decision is taken on the

award. 

Isha Foundation, founded by

Sadhguru in 1992, is a volunteer-

run, internat ional nonprofit

organization which addresses all

aspects of Human well-being.

Isha Foundation is operated by

over 2 million volunteers from

more than 150 city-based centers

spread worldwide. The

Foundation is headquartered at

Isha Yoga Center, set in the lush

rainforest at the base of the

Velliangiri Mountains in southern

India, and at the Isha Institute of

Inner Sciences on the spectacular

Cumberland Plateau in middle

Tennessee, USA. 

Isha Foundation also imple-

ments several large-scale human

service projects to support indi-

vidual growth, revitalize the

human spirit, rebuild communi-

ties, and restore the environment.

The projects include: 

Action for Rural Rejuvenation

a rural revitalizat ion program

offering medical care, community

rehabilitation, and human uplift-

ment to more than 2,500 desti-

tute villages in rural southern

India. 

I sha Vidhya, a pioneering

English medium, computer based

education initiative to be estab-

lished in 206 new village schools

in rural southern India by 2014. 

Project Green Hands, (PGH) a

massive public reforestation effort

aiming to plant 114 million trees,

restoring 33%  green cover in

Tamil Nadu, India. 

Till date, PGH has involved

over 2 million people in planting

8.2 million trees increasing the

green cover of Tamil Nadu from

17%  to 21%  in just 4 years of

time. PGH with the involvement of

highly mot ivated volunteers,

Corporate & Business houses,

more than 263 schools /  Colleges

and over 1869 communities, cre-

ated 400 nurseries in over 21 dis-

tricts of Tamil Nadu, enabling this

massive movement. 

PGH also has a Guinness

World Record of planting most

number of trees in three days.

8,52,587 trees were planted

involving 252,000 volunteers. The

planting was done in 6284 loca-

tions across 27 districts in Tamil

Nadu, I ndia on 17th October

2006. 

PGH has established a culture

of care for the environment,

inspiring each individual to plant

two trees and inspire another

individual to do the same. PGH

has been very successful in moti-

vating large groups of volunteers

thereby ensuring the survival rate

of the plantations. Along with

this, post-planting surveys moni-

tor sapling growth progress and

trigger replanting if necessary.

This is being done periodically

ensuring the seedlings grow into

full trees. 

Target groups are involved by

conducting continuous awareness

campaigns on tree maintenance,

green exhibit ions, sustainable

farming, agro-forestry, annual cel-

ebrat ion of the World

Environment Day, along with eco

clubs established in rural schools.

This explains its impressive

sapling survival rate which stands

at 65%  on average and holds the

capacity of offsetting a whopping

44,300 tons of carbon dioxide. 

PGH promotes about 36 dif-

ferent varieties of trees, which not

only benefit the environment, but

as well provide products for farm-

ers such as timber and fodder for

their livestock, fruits that improve

the nutrit ion of the rural popula-

tion, flowering and shade trees

that beautify the landscape. 

In the last 6 months, PGH has

taken the initiative to green two

of the most polluted /  industrial-

izedcities of Tamil Nadu - Tirupur

and Karur. This is done by raising

environmental awareness and

planting 25,000 and 10,000 trees

respectively in the heart of the

districts involving the local popu-

lation. 

PGH Plan for the next 5

year 2010-14 

To reach 10 million people

through innovative environmental

awareness programs, eco-clubs,

media and mass events globally

and distribute 15 million saplings 

To plant 4 million saplings in

agro forestry involving farmers 

To establish a centre for envi-

ronmental education 

To create 40 model green vil-

lages in 4 clusters with the partic-

ipation of 100%  of the population

and towards a minimum of 33%

green cover. 

Sadhguru, while acknowledg-

ing the 'Indira Gandhi Paryavaran

Puraskar' award says, "Though

this is a major recognition for the

work done by our volunteers and

well-wishers, we should not for-

get that the work is only a small

drop in the ocean when compared

to what is needed to be done. 

I t is not out of any quest for

any award or recognition that we

set out on this endeavor to green

the planet but out of concern and

involvement about the well-being

of Mother Earth who sustains and

nourishes all life on the planet. 

This massive expression of

concern and commitment for the

well-being of all is unique and I

am sure it  will inspire many

around the world to emulate the

same. So let this be a moment to

renew our love, dedication, and

commitment towards this mother

that nurtures all of us." 

At this juncture, Isha acknowl-

edges all its Partners -

Corporates, NGOs, Educat ional

Institutions, Volunteer Individuals

who jointly took these huge initia-

tives towards saving the environ-

ment.

Project GreenHands receives Indira

Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar

rogres

T he theme of this year’s Annual General Meeting is Celebrating Partnership and Progress—partnerships because we believe they are the key to our success if
we are going to better serve our community in the future, and
progress because much has been accomplished in the past year.

Progress is defined as steady improvement, and that is
certainly what we’ve seen at The Scarborough Hospital over
the past year. Some of the highlights include:

-

-
pus, replacing decades-old facilities and enabling better 
patient care.
But this is just the beginning of the journey, and every-

one at TSH realizes that we still have much work to do. As
we celebrate the many accomplishments of the past year, we
do it with an eye to the future, looking forward to the many
challenges that lie ahead.

The Scarborough Hospital next year.

The first is Em
This is a major con

hospitals in the GT
are not where they

issue, and there are
tives underway that
some good results. S
must be made, and i

The second chall
satisfaction. Our rate

to see them. There are a number of importaprojects underway including a customer seran initiative to reduce wait times for clinics
this, too, will start moving in the right direcThe third major challenge is the creationaction plan for The Scarborough Hospital.Mful organizations, regardless of the sector thea plan. They look to the future, they make gowork towards them. They put a stake in the grsay “that’s where we want to be” and start wortowards that future.

process that we have undertaken will give us ainspired future that we can all embrace and sup

ith an emphasis on partnerships, The Sough Hospital has been reaching out torganizations in the community and bScarborough to help improve patient care.
ment and social service agencies in the past year, exways to provide better care and providing education
to access hospital care and other health care services
borough. Health fairs for specific hard-to-reach com
ties are just one of the initiatives on the docket for ne

continuum of care and are exploring new joint progra
better serve our shared patients.One of the hospital’s most important partnerships
its own Community Advisory Council, a body set up a
ago to provide advice and guidance to hospital adminis
tion and the Board.

“The CAC has already provided invaluable advice to
hospital on key issues such as our budget strateg ”

ith two of the busiest Emergency Departments in the GTA, reducing wait times for our patients is a key priority.

to help reduce those wait times and streamline patient flow 
in the Emergency Department, including opening a Rapid 

Team, and making better use of Geriatric Emergency Man-

A year of progress and partner

Community partners
key to better care

Improving Emergency
wait times a priority

MichaelMueller
Chair of the Board

Situated in the most diverse community in Canada, The Scarborough Hospital (TSH) delivers innovative, high-quality patient care at two hospital campuses and six satellite sites. The Scarborough Hospital is a regional centre for dialysis and is renowned for its sexual assault care centre and mental health pro-grams. Affiliated with the University of Toronto, TSH is also a referral centre for vascular surgery, pacemakers and corneal implants.

The Scarborough Hospital’s vision is to be recognized as Canada’s leader in pro-viding the best healthcare for a global community. Here at TSH, we embrace and celebrate our community’s unique religious and multicultural heritage, and are proud of the culturally sensitive care we provide on a daily basis.

General campus
3050 Lawrence Avenue EastTel: 416-438-2911

Birchmount campus
3030 Birchmount RoadTel: 416-495-2400

Visit us online at:
www.tsh.to
www.facebook.com/ScarboroughHospitalwww.twitter.com/Scarb

You can also stay in contact with us at:

www.twitter.com/ScarboroughHosp

www.facebook.com/ScarboroughHospital

Celebrating Partnerships
and Progress
The annual report of

The Scarborough Hospital is 

available on our website at 

www.tsh.to
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For All Your Problems, call for a free consultation

SRI. V

Credit Solution Centre
& Joe Mathew, B.Com, CIRP

Trustee in Bankruptcy 

JOINTLY SERVING ALL COMMUNITIES UNDER ONE ROOF

Unsettled Life due to Credit Problems!

Is Your Daily Life affected?

Worried that you will lose your House or Car!

Phone harassment from Collection Agencies !

Concern that your wages will be garnished by your creditors!

80 Corporate Drive, Suite 309, Scarborough, Ontario. M1H 3G5

Tel:  416-439-0224
Fax: 416-439-0226

Email: creditsolutioncentre@gmail.com

www.creditsolutioncanada.com
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Buy or SellBuy or Sell

Logan Velumailum

416-410-1620
vlogan599@yahoo.com

Rudy Ruthran

416-587-5583
rudy@ruthran.com

3107 Sheppard Ave East, Toronto. ON. M1T 3J7
Tel: 416.497.9794, Fax: 416.497.5949

Each office is independently owned and operated

A

 BANKER

REAL EST

COLDWELL
EXCEPTIONAL

TE SERVICES
Brokerage

Residential, Commercial & Rental

Steeles & Staines

Weston & Major Mackenzie

Excellent 5 Bedroom Fully upgraded,

Backing onto Ravine, 

Brick Built , 9' Ceiling, 

Upgraded 3 1/2” Strip Cabreuva exotic hardwood for Ground and 

2nd Floor

Oak Stairs with upgraded railing

Double Detached Garage-direct access to home, 

Finished Basement-2 b/r, w/r & kitchen, 

Extras: Stainless Steel (2 Fridges & 2 Stoves, B/I Dishwasher), 

Washer, Dryer, 

All Electrical Light Fixtures, Central Air Conditioning, 

Central Vacuum and all accessories, Humidi�er, Electronic Air 

cleaner

Custom made California Shutters 

Around $175,000 worth of upgrades

Lot Size: 44.64’ x 88.91’ feet

Taxes: $4,543 (2010) $760,000

$1,099,000

Brand new 5 Bedroom with attached washrooms,

Stucco, Brick and Stone exterior-4,381 sq. ft

Custom Designed Kitchen with Granite Counter

10' Ceiling-Ground and 9’ Ceiling-2nd Floor, 

Upgraded 3 1/2” Strip Hardwood thru’ out

Oak Stairs with upgraded railing

Double Garage-direct access to home,  

Lot Size: 50.2’ x 104.99’ feet

Sale of Business
Grocery/Super Market

Space for Lease
Industrial, Factory,

Manufacturing, Warehouse

Sale or Lease
Brand New Commercial Unit

Harwood Road, Ajax
Sale Of Business Plus Inventory, Established Business, Mixed

Neighbourhood & Busy Location,  Grocery, Vegetables, Soft Drinks,
Movies & Many More Items, Rent $2400/Month - All Inclusive,

Renewable Lease, Average Sales $1000 Daily & $1500 On Weekends,
Chattels List Available, Included In Purchase Price

Price: $40,000

Kennedy & Danforth
Available For Lease, Truck Level Shipping, Close To City At Reasonable

Rates, 2nd Floor Level, Approx. 1800Sq.Ft., Vacant, Rental Amount
Includes T.M.I.

Rent: $1,500 per month

Markham & 14th
Brand New 'Newtown Square' Plaza commercial unit for sale or lease,
600 sq.ft with Markham Rd Exposure, Costco, Canadian Tire, Home

Depot, Future Shop, Shoppers Drug Mart Nearby, one of the best Unit in
the fastest growing community. Ideal to start Your Own Business, min-

utes To 407, Hwy 7.

Sale Price: $240,000

Lease Price: $1,800 

per month including TMI

House For Sale House For Sale House For Sale

Weston & Major Mackenzie
Brand new 5 Bedroom with attached washrooms, Stucco, Brick and
Stone exterior-4,381 sq. ft, Custom Designed Kitchen with Granite

Counter, 10' Ceiling-Ground and 9’ Ceiling-2nd Floor, Upgraded 3 1/2”
Strip Hardwood thru’ out, Oak Stairs with upgraded railing, Double

Garage-direct access to home,  
Lot Size: 50 x 105 feet

Price: $999,900

Steeles & Staines
Executive, Excellent 5 Bedroom Fully upgraded, 3,854 sq.ft, Backing

onto Ravine, Brick Built, 9' Ceiling,
Upgraded 3 1/2” Strip Cabreuva exotic hardwood for Ground and 2nd

Floor, Oak Stairs with upgraded railing, Double Garage-direct access to
home, Finished Basement-2 b/r, w/r & kitchen,

Extras: Stainless Steel (2 Fridges & 2 Stoves, B/I Dishwasher), Washer,
Dryer, All ELF’s, CAC,

CVAC, Humidifier, Electronic Air cleaner, Custom made California
Shutters, Around $175,000 worth of upgrades. 

Lot Size: 50 x 89 feet

Exclusive Price: $729,900

Weston & Major Mackenzie
4 Bed rooms, Detached “Teramo” Model by Fieldgate Homes, Stucco,

Stone, & Brick exterior
Hardwood Floors, Gas Fireplace, Parquet- 2nd Level, Fully Fenced,

Stamped Concrete-Front & Side Patio, Planter Box in Backyard, Double
Garage & Direct Access to Home, California Shutters Through-Out,

Granite Countertop, Balcony, 44 Pot Lights Inside & Outside, Finished
Basement with Bedroom, Living Room, 3 pc Washroom & Kitchen,

Whirlpool Appliances, Stainless Steel: Fridge, Stove, Built-In Dishwasher,
Built-In Microwave, Front Load Washer, Dryer, CAC, CVAC, Alarm

System. Garage Door Opener & Remote,  
Lot Size: 36 x 86 feet

Price: $549,000
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4 Bedroom Link Detached Home In Excellent Condition And In Very Nice Neighbourhood. 

All Newer Windows & Patio Door(3 Years), Roof(7 Years), Furnace(7 Years), Oak Stairs & 

Hardwood Landing, Finished Basment W/ Wet Bar And 3 Pc Washroom, Enclosed Porch, 

Double Garage, Close To Brother Andre High School And All Other Amenities.

Extras: Fridge, Stove, B/I Dishwasher, Newer Washer/Dryer, Microwave, Bar Fridge In 

Basement, All Alfs, All Window Coverings, Pool Table.

Taxes: $3,349.95/2009

Lot Size: 39.12X98.43 ft

Logan Velumailum

416-410-1620
vlogan599@yahoo.com

Rudy Ruthran

416-587-5583
rudy@ruthran.com

3107 Sheppard Ave East, Toronto. ON. M1T 3J7
Tel: 416.497.9794, Fax: 416.497.5949

Each office is independently owned and operated

A

 BANKER

REAL EST

COLDWELL
EXCEPTIONAL

TE SERVICES
Brokerage

$459,0
00

16th Ave / Fincham Ave

Breakfast Area

Living Room

Backyard

Family Room with Fireplace

Staircase
Kitchen

Bedroom
Dining
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by M.S.S. Pandian

The World Classical Tamil

Conference, held in Coimbatore

by the DMK government at the

cost of Rs. 400 crore, is born in

ant i-intellectualism and draws

sustenance from the self-serving

polit ics of M. Karunanidhi, the

chief minister of Tamil Nadu. The

Ninth World Tamil Conference

which was planned to be organ-

ised by the I nternat ional

Associat ion of Tamil Research

(IATR), a well-known global body

of eminent Tamil scholars, had

been gracelessly usurped by

Karunanidhi to showcase his sup-

posed love for Tamil and Tamils.

In 1968, when the first DMK

government headed by the late

C.N. Annadurai made the Second

International Tamil Conference a

popular polit ical event with a his-

torical pageant and a cultural

exhibition, there was indeed a

reason for that. The DMK had just

come to power following a highly

charged agitation against Hindi as

the national language of India -

an agitat ion which was sup-

pressed by the Congress govern-

ment using the notorious provi-

sions of the Defence of India

Rules. The popular participation

in the conference was massive.

And the academic sessions were

exemplary. Thus, the conference

was a reaffirmation of the DMK's

commitment to Tamil.

Four decades later, Tamil lan-

guage is no longer viewed by the

Tamils as a beleaguered language

in need of polit ical defence.

Instead, there is a deep sense of

self-confidence which marks both

the language and its users. The

field of cultural production in

Tamil Nadu has been bubbling

with new energy during the past

two decades. Avant garde maga-

zines, the proliferation of publish-

ing houses, an expanded reading

public, globally informed debates,

and books which both in their

content and design can compete

with the best in the world, are all

hallmarks of the new self-confi-

dent Tamil cultural public. As

much as other language writings

are translated into Tamil, Tamil lit-

erary and other writ ings are

translated into other languages

and showcased nationally and

internationally.

Along with that, the old per-

ception that Hindi is a threat to

Tamil has by and large vanished.

Every Tamil knows that Hindi is a

lost cause even in the Hindi heart-

land. Even the prophets of

'Hindu-Hindi-Hindustan' are vigor-

ously courting Tamil in an effort to

gain a foothold in the state.

In this changed context, the

DMK's celebration of the so-called

classical status conferred on Tamil

by the Union government is

somewhat ludicrous. The average

Tamilian no longer seeks outside

authorisation about his language

or its antiquity. I t is just taken for

granted. In fact, Karunanidhi is

belitt ling the self-confidence of

the language by making a show

of an inconsequential decision by

the Union government.

Despite its irrelevance, the

Classical Tamil Conference has its

uses for Karunanidhi. His constant

boast, that he is the leader of

world Tamils, is in tatters after his

dubious role in not stopping the

massacre of the Sri Lankan Tamils

last year. The DMK had, after

passing three unanimous resolu-

tions in the state assembly seek-

ing the Union government to

ensure a ceasefire in Sri Lanka,

reversed its policy to please the

Congress (I ). I ts decision to stick

with the Congress was motivated

by its sole desire to cling on to

power in the state. Given this pol-

it ics of rank opportunism,

Karunanidhi's dominant image

today among the international

Tamil community is one of a self-

serving traitor.

The World Classical Tamil

Conference is a desperate

attempt by Karunanidhi to rein-

vent himself once again as the

guardian of Tamil and Tamils. His

narcissism is writ all over the con-

ference. Self-obsessed as he is, a

substantial part of his inaugural

speech to the conference was

about himself and his so-called

love for Tamil from his childhood.

The flood of newspaper adver-

t isements on the conference

attempts to produce an equiva-

lence between him and the

ancient Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar.

The academic sessions, which are

going to be intellectually enervat-

ing, have no less than 20 papers

on Karunanidhi and five on his

daughter Kanimozhi. I f

Karunanidhi has claimed that

about 5000 scholars from all over

India are participating in the con-

ference, he has his own standards

of scholarship.

In choosing the well-known

Sri Lankan Tamil scholar Kartigesu

Sivathamby, with his open sympa-

thies for the Sri Lankan Tamil

cause as the intellectual mascot

of the conference, Karunanidhi is

making an attempt to mend his

battered image among the Tamil

diaspora. Importantly, Sivatham-

by, who came to attend the

Internat ional Tamil Conference

held in Thanajavur in 1995, was

deported at the instruction of the

then AI ADMK government

because of his sympathies for the

Sri Lankan Tamil cause.

Sivathmby, given his scholarly

standing and his polit ics, may

offer a fig leaf of legitimacy to

Karunanidhi. But if Karunanidhi

hopes that the conference, with

all its garishly designed floats

which resemble film sets of the

past, will produce an image of

him as the guardian of interna-

tional Tamil community, he is mis-

taken.

(The writer is a professor of

history at  Jawaharlal Nehru

University, New Delhi.)

Tamil Classical Conference and self-serving

politics of "Kalainjer" Karunanidhi

Rajya Sabha MP Kanimozhi with her brother and Tamil Nadu Deputy
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin during the inaugural function of the World

Classical Tamil Conference. Photo: PTI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi and President Pratibha
Patil sharing a lighter moment during the inaugural function. 

Photo: PTI

Chairman of the Academic Committee K.Sivathamby(centre), Kalignar
Karunanidhi Classical Award winner Asko Parpola (right) and Member

of Academic Programme Advisory Committee George Hart at the
inaugural function of the event. Photo:K.Ananthan

With the intention of providing

high quality, affordable and

authentic Sri Lankan products to

the Sri Lankan community in

Canada, M&M Twins is currently

in the process of developing an

entire line of food products that

would go into the preparation of a

total and complete Sri Lankan

meal. Having been in the business

for over 30 years and having been

in Canada during the exodus of

Sri Lankans into Canada, M&M

has been able to understand the

trends of the market accurately;

based on which their market

strategies are being built upon.

I n addit ion to the many

authentic food products which

have been brought under the

EDRO label lately, M&M Twins is

proud to introduce a further 4

new products into its existing

Range. 

" Mottai Karuppan Rice - This

is a specialty Rice, grown and har-

vested mainly in the East of Sri

Lanka and a very popular among

Sri Lankans. The rice once

cooked, turns into a bright red

appetizing colour and is extreme-

ly palatable due to its milky taste.

" Red Raw Rice - This is a very

common and popular variety of

rice and is believed to be highly

nutrit ious and healthy when com-

pared with White Rice. I t is said

to have higher fibre content and

less carbohydrates. I t is also used

in preparing the traditional Milk

Rice.

" Muthu Samba Rice - This

pearl-like white rice is a firm

favourite across ethnicities and is

consumed vast ly by all Sri

Lankans. I t 's rich white colour and

milky taste makes it a sought

after rice variety. I ncidentally,

special varieties of Samba rice are

used when preparing Lumprice. 

" Virgin Coconut Oil - A highly

purified natural coconut oil with

an exceptionally fresh aroma and

is virtually colourless! Much

debate has taken place and the

latest studies show that Coconut

oil contains litt le or no cholesterol.

Coconut oil is used to add flavour

to Sri Lankan food and is also

used as a hair conditioner and

also for religious purposes. 

" Kitul /  Palmyrah Juggery -

An exceptionally high quality pure

Kithul Juggery is now available.  

The main goal of M&M Twins

is to make authentic Sri Lankan

food products accessible to the

community while providing the

younger generation that is used

to easy and "ready to eat" food

products an opportunity to cook

authentic Sri Lankan Cuisine with-

out much hassle.

These new items as well as

the entire EDRO range are now

available for the community to

purchase at your preferred stores

in the GTA. As Mohan Perera, the

CEO of M&M Twins reiterates, all

EDRO products are reviewed and

approved by the Canadian Food

Inspection Agency and complies

with all Canadian Food Safety and

Labelling standards. I f you wish

to obtain further informat ion

regarding authentic Sri Lankan

food products, please send an

email to feedback.mmtwins@

gmail.com

M&M Twins introduces authentic Sri Lankan Rice under EDRO
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Durham Tamil Association-Celebrating

10 years giving back to the community
Celebrat ing its 10th

Anniversary, Durham Tamil

Association is held a successful

fund raising event on June 12th

Saturday evening at Toronto Don

Valley Hotel "Harmony 2010"

evening was a sold out event with

over 300 guests and dignitaries

with entertainment by Durham

Tamil youth and a full course din-

ner. All proceeds raised from the

event will go towards funding the

growing number of Free Thamil

Classes in Durham run by DTA

and several Youth and Seniors

activities and contribution to  local

charities . DTA was pleased to

recognise the work of our volun-

teer Tamil Teachers. Among the

dignitaries present were MP Mark

Holland, MPP, Joe Dickson, Mayor

Dave Ryan, Councillors Doug

Dickerson, Renrick Ashby, Bahai

Community Director Roland

Rutlland. Several local municipali-

ty candidates. Our sincere thanks

to all, we truly appreciate the

support of our sponsors and vol-

unteers and Media coverage and

support by Monsoon Journal. 

Photo Courtesy: 

Ken Photo

Mark Your Calendars: 
DTA's 10th Annual BBQ & Sports Activity At Paulynn Park on Ravenscroft north

of Rossland in Ajax.11.00AM to Dusk Saturday August 14th

All are welcome, fun filled activities planned for toddlers to seniors with BBQ,

traditional Kottu Rotti (yes! freshly made to order by our famous chefs) More

details 905.428.7007. www.durhamtamils.com

Coming soon in September 2010:  Durham Tamil Youth present our 9th annual

Youth Festival, showcasing the Talents of all Durham Tamil Youth!  everyone's

welcome to participate. It will be a Red Carpet Premiere event,  Be Part of it! .

www.durhamtamils.com



by Samy Appadurai

"I  have never been at a sum-

mit where leaders seemed to

more deeply feel the necessity of

common action and common pur-

pose" said the Right Honorable

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, at

the end of the G8 summit and it

remained with the same spirit at

the end of the G20 as well. The

entire world was focused, particu-

larly the rest of the world's lead-

ers, finance ministers', investors,

terrorist leaders, and the leaders

of the leaders.  The attention of

the intellectual crowd was defi-

nitely focused on the summits

and this crowd was large in num-

ber compared to the crowd of the

common men who seemed to

focus more on the world cup soc-

cer match and other music and

sporting events that add flavour

to the warm summer soup. There

were some business men in the

core of the down town Toronto

who were least bothered by the

submit and were more concerned

about their daily business activi-

ties  being  adversely affected by

the pouring rain , coupled with

the  presence of the police offi-

cers  on every  single meter of the

sidewalk and restricted trans-

portation routes. One business-

woman told me that she only read

about the recent earthquake in

Toronto in the newspapers and it

did not change any of her routine

business activities. In contrast to

her, many others around the

world were constantly watching

the G8-G20 summits keenly and

to them this was a major news

event, like the main course of a

fancy dinner as opposed to a beer

and potato chips.

The media coverage at the ini-

t ial stage was tuned around

Queen's park, the designated

area for the demonstrators to

exercise their right to express

their support and dissatisfaction

on whatever issues that they had.

There was much concern by them

over the fact this summit spent

almost a billion dollars for the

security , when to these activists

nearly a billion dollars was need-

ed to address  human rights vio-

lations, maternal issues,  exploita-

tion  of workers by the capitalist

system of  economics, native

rights, ant i-terrorism in many

forms,  and so on.  In fact,

Canada being successfully ruled

by the democratic system of gov-

ernment has always granted per-

mission and has provided ade-

quate facilit ies for protestors at

the expense of the tax payers.

Canada is not a country ruled by

the dictates of the government to

impose its views; no does the

government suppress the free-

dom of expressing the dissatisfac-

tion and grievances felt by the

masses towards the government.

But this right, guaranteed by our

Constitution should not be turned

into paving a way for vandalism

and damage to public property

such as the burning of police cars,

breaking of shop windows, and

disruption of the comforts of the

general public. The arrest of 602

people in the eyes of

Torontonians, certainly looked

high, but in light of the gravity of

the security concerned it is not

really an unusual number.

Compared with what has been

going on in Paris protesting the

rise in the age limit to receive

pensions for seniors to 62 from 60

and compared with other summit

in other countries, the numbers

are really not a concern. At this

point many of those who have

criticized the allocation of almost

one billion dollars for security

have to realize that there were

very valid reasons for this and

they should not be overlooked.

To those crit ics I  humbly ask-how

much is a human life worth-can

we really pay too much for safe-

ty?

My thanks go to the chief of

police Mr. Bill Blair for his tireless

work and the Mayor of Toronto

David Miller for fully backing the

organizing committee, although

he was not happy that he was not

adequately included in the plan-

ning. I  also thank the Premier of

Ontario for all of his help, espe-

cially in passing a regulation in

granting more power s to the

police such as the ability to inter-

rogate individuals, search without

warrant, and deny entry to those

deemed to be suspicious who

came within 5 meters of the secu-

rity fence.    The powers given to

the enforcing officers during the

G20 summit in Toronto were only

temporary given the nature of the

Summit. With all of the support

and cooperat ion the G20 has

ended with f lying colors and

earned a name is history for

Canada. Of course the right hon-

orable Prime Minister deserves

many thanks as well.

Let me come back to the

remarks about the summit made

by the right honorable Prime

Minster.  The mood of the summit

appeared to be without any ten-

sion; even if the prime minster

might have had several unan-

swered questions about security,

he might have buried them deep

into his heart and thus hosted this

meeting cheerfully.

Most of the heads of state

appeared to be younger than

those who participated in the G20

in 2006.   But their faces showed

they had become quite stressed

out in sailing their economic ships

in the troublesome ocean and

they still continued to sail into the

troubled economic waters and

were unable to provide for the

demands of the passengers.

These factors, combined with the

tsunami high debts, sailed these

ships dramatically off course.  The

lifeline for these countries would

be to follow Canada's example.

The nature, objectives, priori-

ties and agendas of the G8 and

G20 were different. The G8 had

its own particular concern around

the overall economy worldwide. T

he G20 had financial stability as

the core of its programs and

addressed issues of the devel-

oped and developing countries. I t

also focused on constructing and

maintaining a bridge between the

two in this summit.  Both have

turned their attention to recover-

ing from the recession quickly and

strongly through internat ional

cooperation, rather than protect-

ing the individual economies of

each nation, as Obama's protec-

tionist policy in the United States 

In this journey, the Canadian

ship though not the biggest and

heaviest, still in today's weather

conditions, is moving steadily and

faster from the troubled waters

and Canada has been accepted

and recognized as a role model of

the worlds developed nations. Mr.

Harper articulated and insisted to

the world's nations to reduce the

budget deficits and reduce the

debts of member nations within a

short period of time without pro-

longing the recession. I t has been

well appreciated and accepted

with overwhelming support.  I  am

sure some of the leaders would

have been envious of Canada in

this respect. They have been

watching the Minister of Finance

and have seen that the financial

institutions of Canada have been

in smooth operation even at the

peak of the recession without

leaning for support from the gov-

ernment and none of the financial

institution was in the verge of col-

lapsing. 

The idea of levying taxes to

the banks and maintaining a

security reserve fund for keeping

away from future financial crises

was an important lesson learned

by the developed nations includ-

ing America because of the ongo-

ing recession. But such a need

has never arisen and the policy of

levying a tax left all member

nations to act independently and

Canada expressed its plan to get

an exemption from it and this has

singled out Canada and earned a

good name for us and has also

won the confidence from the

investors and Canada will harvest

a hearty yield in the future. The

short team pain in tightening the

belt will bring long term gain.

I  have my own doubt about

how the concerned nations could

implement and use the allocated

funds properly.  Our good neigh-

bor in the south is taking econom-

ic measures to protect its inter-

ests and is partially ignoring the

value of sharing their economic

interest with its good old friend in

the north and how could we

expect the rest of the world to

commit to this. 

I  am very pleased to witness

that many of them have agreed to

allocate funds for the maternally

troubled women around the

world, particularly in the conti-

nent of Africa and South America

and a portion of Asia.   I t is upset-

ting to hear that every day over

one thousand mothers were dying

on or pre or post natal time.  I t

goes beyond the issue of money.

The education levels of women

have to be uplifted.  We cannot

support the customs and tradi-

tions and the norms of ethnic

groups in those affected countries

that allow for male domination

and the deprival of the fundamen-

tal rights of women.   Abortion is

a difficult and contentious issue

and it is an issue that the individ-

ual countries have to take into

consideration by themselves not

by others.  Mr.  Harper made a

compromise on this issue with the

opposition party members in par-

liament and some accommoda-

tions were made. 

The global terrorists who are

threatening the entire world, irre-

spective of where each nation

stands and   those who are not

prepared to dance according the

piper of those organizations are

also targeted.  Forget about who

is a terrorist and the definition of

terrorism.  As long as it affects

the fundamental rights of others

and the right to live in peace we

must use all available resources

and take precautionary measures

against it. Everyone has the right

to fight against oppressors but

not at the expense of others.    In

the G20 for example there was

much concern and focus given to

the issue of nuclear development

in I ran and North Korea. 

The coolest discussion was on

the issue global warming. I  think

that probably they did not want to

add    more heat to it by having a

serious discussion on it and there

was no need to spend more time

because of it was thoroughly dis-

cussed at the UN meeting in

Denmark, not long ago.  The sec-

ond reason was that the deci-

sions' that were made in the sum-

mit were not yet implemented as

had been expected and there is

no point in having another elabo-

rate discussion. 

Helping the developing

nations is another issue that has

been taken into consideration.

Many of the smaller nations could

not balance their budgets and

already  their government debts

have gone beyond their repaying

capacity and their needs have

become high and the  slow rate of

economic growth, corruption  in

the public sectors, sky rocketing

unemployment, fast  growing

population increase and  unstable

governments  and their  poverty

have made it  hard for those

nations to overcome from these

difficult situations. In spite of all

those needs they have been tradi-

tionally dependant on the devel-

oped nations.  Their problems

have been addressed well and the

voice of the African Union has not

been heard loudly in the devel-

oped world. 

I t has been a great success

for Canada in hosting both the

summits respectively in Huntsville

and Toronto and most of the

heads of states were very pleased

with the arrangements and warm

reception. They have enjoyed it.

What is next?  The drama is over

but we do have a lot of homework

to do in terms of capitalizing on

the positive image that has been

painted on the global mural.  I  am

very certain that  the steady

progress of the overall economy

along with the polit ical maturity of

Canadians and the abundant

blessings of rich minerals and

strong Canadian currency will

pave a way in making our econo-

my stronger and steady. 

Let me conclude by quoting

from US President Obama, "The

Success of these summits, the G8

in Muskoka and the G20 here in

Toronto- is a tribute to Canadian

leadership'.

Samy Appadurai is a

renowned broadcast journalist,

author, educator and public

speaker who makes his home in

Toronto.
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From the World to
Toronto and Back
Again with a Flourish



Torronto is indeed immensely

blessed as she prepares to receive

the Divine Mother Mata

Amritanandamayi at  Sheraton

Parkway Hotel of Richmond Hill on

July 19-22. Millions of devotees all

over the world lovingly call her

Ammachi or Amma. The media

refers to her as the "hugging saint',

since she receives all the people

who approach her with a motherly

hug.

Her hug is not an ordinary

embrace. Amma says that  she

transmits her divine energy through

the hug. Those who are ready

and receptive are profoundly trans-

formed thereby. I t is indeed a mar-

vel to watch her hug thousands of

people affectionately for long hours,

somet imes even up to twenty

hours, without leaving the seat

even once to stretch or rest.

Ammachi was born on

September 27, 1953 in Kerala,

I ndia. Parents named her

Sudhamani. She did not cry at birth

like other children. I nstead,

Sudhamani had a bright smile and a

penetrating gaze at her mother. The

child's complexion was dark blue,

like Lord Krishna and Mother Kali.

Sudhamani was only six months

old when she started walking and

speaking easily in Malayalam, the

mother tongue of Kerala. The blue

complexion started to fade away

then, and she remained dark in

color.

Even as a litt le child, Sudhamani

composed and sang devot ional

songs to Lord Krishna with much

fervor. Often she sat in ecstatic

meditation, completely unaware of

the world around her. Such spiritual

exercises were unknown to the vil-

lagers and the family. Hence they

thought that Sudhamani was crazy,

especially as she sometimes burst

into laughter and shed many tears

due to divine bliss.

Sudhamani attended school up

to fourth grade only, though she

was brilliant and did not forget

whatever she heard or read. Since

the mother fell ill, parents made

Sudhamani stay home and do all

the household chores. Waking up

very early, she swept the house and

the compound, cleaned the cooking

utensils, cooked all the meals, fed

her siblings and prepared them for

school, washed the cows and the

cow-shed, found gruel to feed

them, and cared for the sick and old

in neighboring houses.

From early childhood, Amma's

heart responded readily to others'

suffering. Sudhamani washed,

clothed and fed those who were

destitute, old and sick. She was

scolded and punished severely at

home for such acts, but Sudhamani

continued to behave in the same

manner without any fear.

The family members and the

people around Sudhamani thought

that  she was an ordinary girl,

though strange in her ways. They

did not suspect her extraordinary

spiritual eminence. Like Bhagavan

Krishna and Lord Jesus Christ ,

Sudhamani was aware that She was

the embodiment of Supreme Divine

Consciousness. Amma said that all

the divine forms were within Her,

and She could manifest any divine

form whenever She wanted.

In 1975, at 21 years of age,

Sudhamani walked into a neighbor-

ing house, where the ceremonial

reading of the life of Lord Krishna

was going on. I t was amazing to

see her features and color being

transformed to appear like Lord

Krishna. Devotees of the Lord start-

ed worshiping her, glad that the

Lord had taken temporary posses-

sion of Sudhamani. Some rational-

ists who happened to be there were

disturbed by this phenomenon.

They demanded that Sudhamani

should perform a miracle if she

were Lord Krishna, though they did

not believe in the possibility of mir-

acles.

Sudhamani replied that  She

came on earth to make them realize

the greatest of miracles, namely the

presence of God in their hearts, and

not to indulge in phenomena which

are ephemeral. Since the rational-

ists continued to insist, saying that

they would believe if She performed

a miracle, She agreed to do so a

week later at the same place.

Word passed around the neigh-

boring villages about the promise of

a miracle. More than a thousand

people gathered around the house.

Some unbelievers perched high up

on trees to get a better view, and

expose what they deemed would be

a fraud.

Sudhamani was again trans-

formed to look like Lord Krishna .

She asked one of the doubters to

bring a pitcher of water. After sprin-

kling it on the people as holy water,

she asked the man who brought the

water to look into the pitcher. The

water had turned into pure milk! I t

was distributed to all the people

around.

Then She called another skep-

tic, and instructed him to put his

hand into the same pitcher. To his

astonishment, the milk was trans-

formed in to a fragrant pudding

(normally made with bananas, raw

sugar, raisins and rock candy boiled

in milk). More than a thousand peo-

ple enjoyed eating this delicious

pudding, yet the pitcher remained

full!

Amma performed many more

miracles like curing the seriously

sick, and even raising the dead to

life. Such physical miracles have

only a limited value, since we all

have to eventually discard our body.

Far more significant are Her mira-

cles of spiritual transformation of

the devotees.

I t is rather difficult to under-

stand the tremendously powerful

attraction that Amma exerted on

certain devotees who had hardly

heard about Her. Amma says that it

is entirely the work of God's grace

due to the merits of former lives.

A band of college educated

youth who were used to ease and

comfort, endured many material

hardships in order to be around

Amma. They were glad to be often

without food, and sleep out in the

open on bare ground. Even a tem-

porary separation from Amma was

unbearable agony to them.

How can one explain that a

respected professor of medicine

from the University of California, as

soon as he heard about Amma from

his brother in Kerala, could cancel

his medical appointments and fly to

India on the following day, leaving

his two small children and a furious

and perplexed wife at home? Dr.

Prem Nair returned home three

days later, only due to the insis-

tence of Amma.

Equally mysterious was the

reaction of his wife when she heard

Amma singing on a tape that her

husband had brought. Mrs. Nair

shed copious tears and left immedi-

ately with the children to Amma's

ashram in Kerala. Amma allowed

her to stay there for few months

until her husband joined her.

Before meet ing Amma, Nair

family was not particularly religious

or given to any spiritual practice.

They were satisfied with material

comforts and their social life. Amma

turned them around so that now

they are intent on God alone, and

yearn for Her night and day.

With tears in her eyes, I la

Campbell spoke about her coming

to Amma for the first t ime. She is an

I ndian woman married to an

American, and worked in

Brookhaven National Laboratory as

a scientist, intent only on making

money and living comfortably, and

was not at all religious, she said.

She was raised with Western values

and to look down on Hindu culture,

scriptures, religious ceremonies,

and Gurus.  Reading J. Krishnamurti

during her college years confirmed

her skeptical attitude.

While on a vacation at her

father's house in Mumbai, she saw

on TV for a few seconds Amma con-

ducting a religious ceremony at Her

ashram temple in Nerul, about

three hours away by car from

Mumbail I t was announced that

Amma would be there giving a pro-

gram on the following day as well.

The image of Amma with the ques-

tion: "Who is she?" dominated I la's

mind throughout the day. She could

not understand her sudden and

urgent need to see Amma that she

felt deeply, though she knew noth-

ing about Amma.

Moreover I la was in bed with a

severe cold and fever, and could

hardly sit up. Her father was unwill-

ing to drive her since he had a busi-

ness appointment next day. Then

she prayed fervently to be well

enough, and get a transportation to

attend the program, if Amma want-

ed to see her. On the following

morning she was amazed to find

herself completely well, and her

father offering to take her, since his

appointment had been postponed.

When I la got near Amma to be

hugged, her hair stood on end and

the mind went blank. All she could

do was to shed profuse tears, feel-

ing that she was finally "at home."

Now she finds that all her problems

with the family or at work are easi-

ly solved due to the grace of Amma,

and her only goal in life is to culti-

vate in herself the compassion and

selfless love of Amma.  

Saints and holy people from dif-

ferent parts of India came to the

ashram to pay homage to Amma,

declaring that she was truly Divine

Mother. Her family members wit-

nessing the many miracles and

hearing the testimony of saints

were finally converted to accept

Sudhamani now named Mata

Amritanandamayi whole- heartedly

as their Guru.

In the beginning Amma encoun-

tered vehement opposit ion and

vicious persecution by some family

members and other villagers.

Several attempts were made to kill

her. The miraculous manner in

which she was protected convinced

most of the opponents that she was

truly divine, and they became her

ardent devotees later.

One Western reporter asked

Amma what she thought about

some devotees worshipping her

saying that she is God. Amma

laughed to say that today they may

regard her as God, and tomorrow

they may think of her as devil, it

made no difference to her, but she

knows (not a mere belief ) that all

the people  who come to her are

God, and she bows down to them

all.

The simple, humble and pure

life of Amma is an entirely open

book. Disciples are with her day and

night. She hardly eats or sleeps,

and is ever ready to serve others in

any way she can, while she endures

much pain.

Amma inspires us to seek free-

dom from egoism and worldly

bondage. Following Her would

enable us to realize the truth of our

being. God alone is, within us and

everywhere. Everything else gets its

reality from God. Experiencing

God's holy Presence here and now

means peace, love and joy. 

For more info about Amma,

please see www.Amma.org

The 24th Annual General Meeting of the Senior Tamils Centre of Ontario was held at the Oriole C.R. C, 2975 Don

Mills Rd, North York on Saturday May 22nd. The following members were elected as the Board of Directors 2010/2011.
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SENIOR TAMILS' CENTRE OF ONTARIO

Board of Directors 2010/2011

Seated (Left-Right): Francista Jeganathan, K. Vigneswaran (Treasurer), S. Sri Jeyanathan

(President), Kohila Vivegananthan (Secre-tary), S. Rasanayagam (Vice President), Suguna

Rajathu-rai, Ira Balasubramaniam

Standing (Left-Right): K. Saravanabavan, T. Ponnam-balam, S. Arunasalam, A.

Shanmugarajah, Reggie Tha-mbirajah, M. Jegarajah, A. Kandiah, S. Nambyarooran (Editor)

AMMACHI IN CANADA



Dear Readers,

Till date I  talked to you on a

variety of subjects. For long I  had

been writing on topics such as

Meditat ion, Lucky Stones,

Astrology and Business. All the

topics were of entirely different

nature, and you accepted each

one of them. Very often I  get calls

and e-mails from my readers

appreciating my work. I  am very

much thankful to all of you for

reading my articles with interest. I

do enjoy writing and enjoy it even

more when I  get enthusing words

from my you.

From this article again I  am

bringing a change in the topic and

I  am going to start writing a long

series on 'Relations'. I  have a rea-

son for this and you will appreci-

ate why I  have jumped into this

new series of articles.

For long time me and my fam-

ily was after my son to get mar-

ried but he was not interested for

marriage for his own reasons.

Finally last year he agreed.  My

entire family went to India to find

a suitable match for him. We saw

a good number of girls and finally

found a beautiful and well quali-

fied girl most suitable for him.

They also liked each other and

finally they were married.  After

marriage my son stayed in India

for about a month for honey-

moon. After this he came back to

Toronto. I t took him about four

months to get his wife to Canada

from India owing to immigration

procedure. These four months

were his life changing months.

The boy who was previously

against the marriage system all of

a sudden became fan of the mar-

riage system. My daughter in law,

in these four months of separate

stay from her husband called here

almost every day from India and

used to request me that please

immigrate me over there. This

shows that it is not just the love

marriages, arranged marriages

are also equally successful.

Anyway. 

Finally she came here and our

family was complete. In a month

time I  suggested my daughter-in-

law to add some Canadian qualifi-

cation so that she can get proper-

ly settled as soon as possible. But

the couple was thinking about

something else. They came to me

with a proposal that they want to

join my volunteer work which I

had been doing since years. 

Readers, for more than 25

years I  have engaged myself in

helping the marriageable as well

as the older age group people

finding their life partners. My son

said that now he has understood

what marriage is for. I t is a heav-

enly experience. One must have a

life partner. Both of them request-

ed me to allow them to share my

volunteer work.  My daughter-in-

law said that instead of doing a

job she would like to carry the

flag of my social work further

although she is a highly qualified

girl and is ready for any job of a

higher responsibility. 

I  was overwhelmed with joy. I

said that if you want to take up

this volunteer work as your

career, I  have no point in saying

no. We all decided to gear up this

service as a task on a broader

scale. In a month time they got

their website ready and today

www.rishtashaadi.com is becom-

ing famous day by day. They

spoke to all their friends, their

families, our relatives and many

others to sign up. Now we see

everyday people are signing up,

adding their profiles and the

newly installed platform is ready

to go. 

This whole development mul-

tiplied to my enthusiasms. Just a

year before, my family had a dif-

ferent life style. I  myself, my wife,

my son and my daughter, we all

were leading a very common nor-

mal life. I  mean going to work,

come home, eat food and sleep.

We were living a routine life. But

since we have started this volun-

teer job on an enhanced scale, we

are getting phone calls from dif-

ferent people who want to ask

how can we help them find suit-

able matches for them own

selves, their kids or other people

known to them. Many come to

see us, discuss with us. This has

brought a drastic change in our

life style and the whole environ-

ment is changed. I t looks like my

house has become a temple

where people come to find their

loved ones.  

This changed scenario

inspired me to start writing a new

series of articles on 'relations.' 

Entire human society is break-

ing into pieces every second.

Instead of thinking about one

world, we most selfishly keep

thinking about my country, my

state, my city, my society, my

community, my family and most

of us have reached to the state of

myself only.  Like our scientists

kept on breaking the matter into

smaller pieces and reached a

state of atom. Today that smallest

peace has become a havoc in the

shape of atom bomb. Similarly,

we also have forgotten about

togetherness and from one world

we believe in one person and that

is ourselves. That is reason why

we are bound to live a life of lone-

liness.  Man is a social animal,

hence cannot live alone. He needs

a society to live in. He needs rel-

atives, he needs friends and he

needs someone who loves him.

That is the warmth of relation-

ship. 

We all are webbed with each

other with some kind of relation.

That relat ion could be social,

financial or polit ical. But, the fact

is that we live in relations. I  will

try to live those relations in this

new series of articles. Hope you

will enjoy it.

There are some relat ions

made by God and they are called

blood relations. Also there are

relations created by humans. I f

you sometime would want to pon-

der over like which is the best

relation among all, I  would say

'marriage.' The relation of mar-

riage is the best among all. I t is a

relation of love and care. This

relation brings two people togeth-

er, brings two families together

and brings all their respective

together. Just think about it, how

many people get to know each

other when we tie a marriage

relat ionship. Many known or

unknown people become relatives

and a new era of relationship gets

a movement. 

What a fabulous relation mar-

riage is. A boy and girl, of two

known/ unknown families unite

and create a new family. 

May it be a love marriage or

an arranged marriage, the motto

is to make new families. The con-

cept of love marriage is quite

prominent in the modern era but

stat ist ics prove that so called

Indian style arranged marriages

have proved long lasting than the

love marriages. I  do not want to

fall in this controversy but I  would

not fail to point out merits and

demerits in every kind of relation-

ships in this current series of arti-

cles. 

I  will also talk about the new

and the old marriage systems in

the Indian community in the com-

ing issues of 'Monsoon Journal'.

While concluding for now, I  would

not fail to mention that if you or

someone you know is in the

process of finding a suitable life

partner, do contact me. May be, I

can be of any help.

-Prof. Saran Ghai 

I f you or anyone you know is

in the marriageable age, contact

me. Similarly, if you or anyone

known to you is a person of an

older age, I  mean within approx.

45-65 age group, is alone, looking

for a suitable life partner, contact

me.  Call (905) 794-4488 or (416)

816-5559, e-mail:  info@rish-

tashaadi.com or visit  website:

www.rishtashaadi.com. Very spe-

cially I  would like to say to the

older age people who are living

alone, "Why should you live alone

when there is someone who is still

waiting for you and is ready to say

- I  love you, I  care about you. Will

you marry me?"
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By Prof. Saran Ghai
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7th AGM of Sri Lankan Accountants Association held
on June 5th at Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites- Markham
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Gods Own Children Foundation - Canada’s
‘Illuminate the Journey - 2010’ is a Huge Success

Gods Own Children

Foundation - Canada’s first fund

raising dinner “ I lluminate the

Journey – 2010”  was held on

Saturday, June 05, 2010, at the

Claireport  Banquet Hall in

Etobicoke. Over 500 took part in

this year’s dinner, which included

people of all ages. 

At this first annual event vol-

unteers, patrons and people new

to the activities of Gods Own

Children Foundation came togeth-

er and shared details about the

organization's activities and how

their valuable contributions are

being used.  In total, around

$20,000 was raised to support the

disadvantaged children and

youths in Sri Lanka. 

High light at the event was a

live conversation directly from Sri

Lanka with Gods Own Children

Foundation – Sri Lanka president

Dr. Anandakumar and children

who are in GOCF’s custody. Dr.

Anandakumar briefed the crowd

about the organization’s vision,

activit ies and sponsorship pro-

grams available for everyone to

participate in helping the disad-

vantaged children and youth in

motherland. Children who are in

the custody of GOCf spoke about

their life at GOCF Children Village

and how GOCF is helping them to

shape their future. 

The event also had a well pre-

sented fashion show and cultural

presentat ions made by noted

local talents, rollicking music and

a delicious buffet  dinner. Art

works done by the mentally and

physically challenged GOCF chil-

dren from Sri Lanka also were on

display at the event. A raffle for

an Apple’s latest gadget iPad was

held, with second prize being a

Kitchen Aid Professional series

cake mixer and third prize a 32”

flat screen TV. 

The evening was indeed full of

fun for the whole family while

supporting the good cause of

helping disadvantaged children

and youths. This year’s event is

indeed a hit! Thanks to a group of

committed ticket sellers, sponsors

and the attendees, without all of

your efforts and support  the

event would not have been a hit.  

Listed below are ways you can

help GOCF to help the disadvan-

taged children and youth in moth-

erland.

Child Sponsorship:

Sponsor a child for only $30 a

month which will cover a child’s

basic necessities such as food,

health care, clothing, education,

shelter and recreation

Sponsor Meals

You can sponsor Meals/Milk

on special occasions (such as

anniversaries, birthdays) of your

choice. The cost will range from

CDN $100 - $125, depending on

the menu. You can also sponsor

breakfast , mid day meal and

lunch for approximately CDN

$200/day

One time donations

Donations are made to cele-

brate special day/ event. Any

amount of donation is accepted

Special Projects/Materials

Sponsorship

GOCF accept donations/spon-

sorship for special projects such

as providing stationery, books,

computers, school uniforms,

bags, shoes, clothing, toiletries,

toys, recreational equipment, first

aid and medical supplies.

Gods Own Children

Foundation – Canada, a Canadian

not for profit organization found-

ed in August 2009, help the dis-

advantaged children & youths and

support  humanitarian projects

that benefit impoverished com-

munities and children. For more

informat ion on Gods Own

Children Foundation, please visit

www.GOCfoundation.org.

Donors making donation

at the event

Photo Courtesy: Gnane

Drawings by mentally & physically challenged children from Sri Lanka
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SritharanThurairajah

416.918.9771
759 Warden Ave.Toronto, ON M1L 4B5, Bus: 416-759-5453 x: 407

Member of Million Dollar

Round Table
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TOPGUN AWARD WINNER 2008, 2009, MDRT QUALIFIER 2007, 2008, 2009

LIFE INSURANCE & RESP

ARE YOU GETTING MILLION DOLLAR ADVICE

No Medical Exams
Protection up to $150,000
Immediate coverage-No waiting period
Insurance doubles in case of Accidental Death
Access to 50% of your coverage amount in the

case of terminal illness.

Universal Life Insurance
with guaranteed paid up option

Critical Illness up to $2 Million.

Mortgage Insurance with option to
convert to Life Insurance

Non Medical Insurance

RESP & RRSP
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Inaugural Mississauga Mayor’s Cricket Festival 

Saturday, July 17, 2010 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Please see pg 22-27 for full details
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