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The French workers could not take a step forward,
could not touch a hair of the bourgeois order, until the
course of the revolution had aroused the mass of the nation,
the peasants and petty bourgeois standing between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, against this order, against
the rule of capital, and had forced them to attach themselves
to the proletarians as their protagonists.
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(When an indisputable villain like Saddam Hussein or
Milosevic or Bin Laden turns up, it is no wonder many
lonely leftists rally round the flag even if they know very
well that every popular notions is processed by the right to
serve its own purpose. This sudden feeling of national unity
is a giddy experience. Has it become habit forming?) (Kurt
Jacobsen) Economic and Political Weekly (January 19,
2002)
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