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KANNAN €D WORLD

SPECIALIST IN SALES OF
ORIGINAL AUDIO & VIDEO CDS
No. 131-1/1, Ismalyas Complex, Sea Steet, Colombo- 11

Tel : 0094-11-2543202, 0094-11-5358189
Fax : 0094-11-2543203

% "

JOAN ARC (PVT) LIMITED.

(DUTY FREE SHOP)
Importers & Exporters of Electronics,
Electrical & Leather products

No. 18A, Arrival Terminal, Bandaranayake International Airport
Katunayake, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Tel : 011-2256727

’@SCAN DISTRIBUTION CEN- :
TRE LANKA (PVT) LTD.

....... for all your logistics needs.

# 46/12, “SAYURU SEVENA”
3rd floor, Navam Mawatha, Colombo - 02, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2307790 & 1

Fax : 2307792
e F

2 y
Expo Cargo Links (pvi) Ltd.
126/3/19, 3rd Floor, YMBA Building,
Colombo - 1, Sri Lanka
Tel : (+94-1) 2330481, 2542731/3; Fax : (+94-1) 2441881
Head Office
144, Pickerings Road, Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka
Tel 1 (+94-11) 2430968; Fax 1 (+94-1) 2430969

e-mail : expocargo@expo.lk

<

A g S, »
& %% &* >
*
Orient Lanka Lid. Expro LANKA FrEiGHT LiMiTED.
(DUTY FREE SHOP) 10, Milepost Avenue, Colombo - 03.
Chocolates & Perfumes Sri Lanka.

Bandaranayake International Airport, Katunayake,
Colombo, Sri Lanka,

L4 >

Tel : (+94-11) 2575169 (Multiple lines) Ext, 152
Fax : (+94-11) 2574213 or (94)-(11) 2576725
e-mail : christy@expolanka.com
website : www.expolanka.com

e 4

"

Metro Stationers (Pvi) Lid. ¢

25, Maliban'Street, Colombo - 11
Tel : 2541269, 2437134, 2451545
Fax : 4-710811; e-mail : metrosts@sle.lk

Beacon FORWARDERS

728, Bloemendhal Road, Mutwal, Colombo - 15, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2523841, 2540547 Fax : 2529324

e-mail : beacon@sltnet.lk

> o
Royale Electronics (pvi) Lid.
Dury freeshop: 16 A, Arrival Lounge,

Katunayake Airport.

Tel : 256070 Ext. 6697; Direct : 252675

Show Room : 258, Sea Street, Colombo - 11
Tel : 4-714681
"Head Office :  316/1, Sea Street, Colombo - 11

Tel : 2335013 / 4-714682, Fax : 4-714850
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NiIKKi GARMENTS (PvT) LTD.
D.D.S. POLESACK (PVT) LTD.

233/3, Hekitta Road, Wattala.
Tel : 4-814720, 2940495, 2940406; Fax : 2940497

100, St. Andrews Road, Colombo-15
Tel : 2523633 / 2524194; Fax : 2522212

SOUTH ASIA GRANITE &
MARBLE (P) LTD.

Biyagama Export Processing Zone

Malwana, Biyagama

{ WORLD EXPRESS (CMB) LTD. !

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERS, CUSTOM HOUSE
& TRANSPORT AGENTS AIR, SEA & PROJECT CARGO

CONSOLIDATORS

No. 80, Muhandiram Road, Colombo - 3, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2338091, 2439316 ; Fax : 00 94 11 2335833

e-mail : worldexpresscmb.com

Branches : No. 8, BOI Complex Ground Floor, FTZ, Biyagama
Logitics Center, No.51, Pamunugama Rd., Bopitiya, Ja-Ela

o O

SINGER

SINGER INDUSTRIES (CEYLON) LTD.

No. 435, Galle Road, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2634416, 2634421, 2637746
Fax : 2637151 / 4-212775

e-mail : sicmat@slelk / mmsic@singersl.com

Dart

Dartrans (private) Limited.
“Dart Freight Centre”

No. 260, Sri Ramanathan Mawatha,
Colombo - 15, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2448648 (Auto lines) Fax : 2448628

e-mail : dartemb@dartwestasia.com

,vii

Farzana Clearing Agency
[Pie] Lid.

F 75, First Floor, People’s Park, Gaswork Street,
Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2347794, 4-710699
Fax : 4-715257

[ o

MILLENNIUM ASSOCIATES

CLEARING & FORWARDING AGENTS
46/6, C, Basement, Y.M.B.A. Building
Colombo - 1, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2381514

RicHARDSON PROJECTS
(Pvt) L1

342, Level Road, Colombo - 03.
Sri Lanka.
Tel : 94-112564454/5
Fax : 94-112564456

e-mail : naz@eurcka.lk

Unitep €arGo
MANAGEMENT [PVT] LTD
Agents for
SCL CONTAINER LINE

#23, 17th Lane, Colombo - 03, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 4-718020 (10 Lines), 5-557371 Fax : 4-718024, 5-557372

e-mail : wiraj@unitedcargomgt.com

SANGEETH ENTERPRISES

CUSTOMS HOUSE CLEARING AND

FORWARDING AGENCY
16/D,YM.B.A Building, Colombo - 1, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 0777 552619
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Baurs

Over a Century of Dedication
To Agriculture

A Baur & Co Ltd.
5, Upper Chatham Street, Colombo-1

D. W. Freighters
(Pvi) Lid.

No. 14/7, Demel Road
Uyana, Morotuwa.
Tel : 0777 756874

!

264158
Tel : 2320551 - 6; Fax : 2448493 o83
. o % o
& " -
WHEELS 1 ANkA PVT)LTD. SPRINT SPERRY
Importers and Dealers in Motor Vehicles
CLEARING & FORWARDING CO.,(PVT) LTD.
Showroom: 214, Highlevel Road, Kirillapone Rd,
Colombo - 06 No. 39, Col. T.G. Jayawardana Mawatha,
Tel : 2852994, 2815175 Fax : +94 11 2817223 Colombo - 03, Sri Lanka
e-mail : colombo@wheels.lk Tel : 00 94 11 4-736020-21-22-23
Branches:  411/1, Havelock Road, Colombo - 06. ) Fax : 4‘736:)2(1@ e
223/2, Katugastota Road, Kandy. e-mail ; s&scarsales@eol.
S ) %

o

(PVT) LTD.
CUSTOMS CLEARING & FORWARDING AGENTS
EXIMP REPRESENTATIVES
No. S, 3rd Floor, Colombo Central

Supper Market Complex;, Reclamation Road, Colombo -11
Tel : 2327271, 437161 ; Fax : 2333059
e-mail : balaraj_s@sltnet.Ik

Taj Cargo Service

CLEARING FORWARDING & CUSTOMS
HOUSE AGENTS

39, George R. D. Silva Mawatha,
Kotahena, Colombo - 13
Tel : 4-613285, 2321382; Fax : 231382

UITLDS &l & 5 6iT
In Memory of
Late Mr. Ponniapillai Sivalingam
Wishes from
Nalayinee Sivalingam (London)

Sivayinee Sivalingam (London)
42, Muthuwella Mawatha, Colombo -15

{ SATHIYA SAI ENTERPRISES !

E

%

Semiramis Supermarkets
(Pvt) Ltd.

No. 487/6, Bloemendhal Road, Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2441804/5, 2436559, 2436579 Fax : 2433971
Supermarkets
“Royal Park Condominium” Rajagiriya.

& “Nivasiepura” Ekala, Ja-Ela.

o

¢ ™
*
T.N.A. Agencies
Customs House Cleaning Agencies
No. 18, Mahawela Place
Kirulapona
Tel : 077 7760996 / 4719782

A e
& ey
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65/337, Vystooyke Rd., Colombo - 15, Sri Lanka
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iFire & Safety Company

Fire SAFETY ENGINEERS
No. 23 B, Mahavidyalaya Mw., (Barber Street)

Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka.
Tet : 2337891, 0777- 752067; Fax : 2387621, 2385345

dpdpbat & DI @obud
65/268, eflev’_eoeud afF), Gamuptby - 15

QUITLDS &1 5561T

peliibBiTer mud Goibub
No. 42, E. S. Fernando Mw.,
Colombo - 06.

» e
e &
COLONIAL HARDWARE
STORES SEVANA STEEL
Importers & Distributors & Importers & General Hardware Merchants
General Hardware Merchants 5-A, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha, Colombo - 12.
No. 427, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. SriLanka.
Tel : 2431950, 2435414, 2347981-83-89 Tel : 2449337, 2343445
Fax : 2387826, 2334090 e-mai! : info@colonialhw.com
web : www.colonialhw.com
& -
Dava ELECTRICAL KaLiko$S
79 C, First Cross Street, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka. Dealers in %Kti[ﬂs 4 ‘J(eadymat[e gurmznts
Tel / Fax : 2342752, 2389498 No. 114/1, 3rd Cross Street,
e-mail : mor@eureka lk Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2439414
S

METAL TRADERS

IMPORTERS & GENERAL HARDWARE
MERCHANTS

31-2/9 Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2434280, 2336580 Fax : 2336247
e-mail : metal@eureka.lk

Ganesh Textiles

(Private) Limited
Whalesale & Retail Dealers in Gextiler
No. 81-83, Main Street,

Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2325128, 2343078

DEALERS IN TEXTILES, SPECIALIST IN
INDIAN SARONG
Favourite Shopping Centre
128-A, 1/F, Keyzer Street,

Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2541038

Aum Tex

Dealers in Imported
Readymade Garments

Karnate Super Market,
164/2, Keyzer Street, Colombo - 11. Sri Lanka
Tel : 2387364
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JEEVAN

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Textiles

Specialists in Gray Cloth & Pocketing Materials

No. 99, Third Cross Street, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 00 94 11 2449869
Tele / fax : 00 94 11 2430603

Lucky Star

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in
Eversilverware Fancy Goods, Cosmetic
Items and Al kinds of Indian Goods
No. 157/2, Sri Kathiresan Street, Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2449813

Importers & General Hardware Merchants
No. 355 1/1, Old Moor Street,
Colombo - 12. Sri Lanka
Tel : 2338057, 2342417

CARE LANKA

Importers & Exporters General Merchants
& Commission Agents for Local Produce

No. 177, 4th Cross Steet,
Colombo - 11
Tel : 011- 2323835, 4-715005

Fax : 2342417
e 2 Ly ot
& & ”
SRI KARTHIK
MERCHANTS

Importers, exporters, Wholesalers in Essential Food
Commodities, Commission Agents etc...

83, 85, Fifth Cross Steet, Colombo -11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2423888, 2432733, 4-724465, Fax : 2338568
e-mail : srikarthik83-85@sol.lk

SUN TRADERS (PVT) LTD.

No. 73, 5th Cross Steet,
Colombo -11
Tel : 2421961, 5378535

R. K. V ’
INTERNATIONL

Importers of Food Commodities, Exporters,
General Merchants & Commission Agents

1754, 5th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2334454, Telefax : 2348133

e-mail : r.k.v.chillies@sol.slk

GNANAM IMPORTES
(PVT) LTD.

No. 79, 5th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2449255, 2439334, 2441944, 2472171
Fax : 4715443, 2393339

e-mail : gipl@panlanka.net

NEW RAJAH STORES

Importers - Exporters -

REPRESENTATIVES
VE No. 229, 5th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
No. 554, 5th Cross Steet, Tel : 2433864, 2435168
Colombo - 11
< o < o

OM SARAVANA CO.

General Merchants & Commission Agents
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new George & Co.
(Pvi) Lid.
General Merchants & Commission Agents

No. 76, 4th Cross Steet,
Colombo - 11
Tel : 2325973, 2348218

OMEGA TRADERS
General Merchants & Commission Agents

No. 62 A, Old Moor Steet, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2341747, 2432350
Fax : 2434905

THEPTHA TRADING
COMPANY

General Merchants & Commission Agents

No. 22, 4th Cross Steet,

Colombo - 11
Tel : 2325973, 2348218

R. T. S. AND CO.

Importers, Exporters, General Rice Merchants,
Commission Agents, Sugar Distributirs and
‘Dealers in Sri Lanka Produce

69, 5th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2387230, 2387231 Fax : 2380467

NEW
CHELLAH TRADER

General Merchants & Commission Agents
for Local Produce

49 A, Forth Cross Steet, Colombo -11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2438932, 4-712469
e-mail : srikarthik83-85@sol.lk

Goldan Ray Cabbin

Vegetarian Restaurant “N” Sweet Stall
Vegetarian Foods Suppliers of Wedding & Parties
Special Function Lunch, Special Order for
Breakfast & Dinner

No. 203, Sea Steet, Colombo -11
Tel : 2389811

SHANMUGA AGENCIES

Commission Agents

No. 45, 4th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2421943, 2438467, 2338369

Rupika Traders

No.100, 4th Cross Steet, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2326225, 2341844

"a/

ASEAN INDUSTRIAL
TRADEWAYS

Importers, General Hardware Merchants &
Government Corporation Suppliers

307-1/3, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2448332, 2433070, 2320526; Fax : 2320526

ILOTUS HARDWARE CENTRE}
Importers & General Hardware Merchants
LANKATOR STEEL

Authorised Distributors for CHICO Products

No. 270-B, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2438232, 2541204, 4-710254
Telefax ;: 011 2438232
e-mail : sembu6@hotmail.com
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MEHA HARDWARE

No. 283, Old Moor Steet, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka

S p

Sampath
S TEEL

Importers & General Hardware Merchants
No. 297, Old Moor Steet, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka

Tel : 2440964, 2423789
Telefax : 2478080
<

o

€

o~
[ 3
Mahajana Metals

Importers of Plywood Sheets, Hard Boards
MdfBoards,Chip Boards & Laminated
Plastic Sheets

#297A, Old Moor Steet, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2449669, 2432516
Fax : 2458754
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LANKA STEEL CENTRE

GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS &
IMPORTERS

316 A, Old Moor Steet, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka

Tel : 2320104, 2334957
Fax : 2472490

Dealers in all kind of Hardware & Electrical
Goods

IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS

273, Old Moor Steet, Colombo -12, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2431544, 2447290

e-mail : eastern_tc@eureka.lk

{ Eastern Trading Company §

AJANTHA STEELS

Importers and General Hardware Merchants

265/A, Ground Floor, Old Moor Street,
Colombo -12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 011- 2448583, 011 - 2435121
Fax : 011- 2435121

e-mail : ajanthas@isplanka.lk

Y. 5. G. PANDIAN & C€O.

GENERAL HARDWARE & NON-FERROUS METAL
MERCHANTS IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
No. 246, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka
Tel : 2325833, 2448072
Fax : 00 94 1 2422975

e-mail : 21583teleco ce attn pandian
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Champion Traders

Importers and
General Hardware Merchants

No. 307, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka

Tel : 2421893, 2470025
Fax : 5-378100

American Engineering
Corporation

General Hardware Merchants

311, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2434430, 2440758, 2471093
Fax : 2337469

Ji

BESCO STEEL CENTRE
Importers & General Hardware Merchants

Pioneer Sellers in @& Tor Steel

No. 326, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2334161, 2447629, 2381901, 5-362886
Telefax : 2424545
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Torrino Steels

Importers & General Hardware Merchants
No. 39, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sti Lanka.

Tel : 2440955
Fax : +94-11-2440950

-

DYNAMIC ENTERPRISES

Importers & Dealers in
GENERAL HARDWARE AND STOCKISTS
DISTRIBUTER : VNP EXPANDED METAL

No. 23, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2435518 / 2326338 / 4-715934
" Telefax : (9411) 2326338 e-mail : dynamicc@slelk

TRANSWOOD

Importers & Dealers in Plywood Products
No. 27, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2320103, 2342870, 2331483

STELCO STEEL CENTRE

IMPORTERS & GENERAL HARDWARE MER-
CHANTS, SPECIALISTS IN E.R.W.STEEL TUBES
10E, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2434216, 2338456

Fax : +94-11-2332680 Fax : 2472479
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SIMKONS TRADING CO. TRANSTEEL MERCHANTS
SPECIALIST IN AIR CONDITIONING SPARES, GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS &
ENGINEERING ToOLS & GENERAL HARDWARE IMPORTERS

MERCHANTS

10, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2434307, 5-334461, Tele/Fax : 2334022

#325, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2440951 - 2448781, Fax : 00 94 11 2434282

GATEWAY METALS

GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS &
IMPORTERS

335, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2337554, 2438624, 2424179
Fax : 00 94 11 2424178

e-mail : gateway@eurcka.lk

VIMAISCE AGENCY

364, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2440015
Fax : 00 94 11 2478028

e-mail : vica@eureka.lk

Noppon Metal Traders
GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS & IMPORTERS

CorPORATION & CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIERS

356, Old Moor Street, ColomBo -12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2434752, 2326063

RAINBOW TRADERS

374, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2436295
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TOPSTEEL (PVT) LIMITED LIBERTY HARDWARE
Importers & General Hardware Merchants STORES
8 Building Materials Importers & General Hardware Merchants
DEALERS FOR LANKA TORSTEEL Specialist in Bolts & Nuts
No. 454, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. No. 453, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2330099, 2348636 Tel : 2433575, 2459879, 2337398
Fax : 22470360 Fax : 94 11 2337398; e-mail : liberchw@slenet.lk
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MAHAWELI METALS SUPER STEEL CENTRE
Importers & General Hardware Merchants DEALERS IN GENERAL HARDWARE
WHOLESALE & RETAIL
No.439, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tl : 2433894 419, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 0 11 2472964, 0 11 2472965
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E'ernu Agencies Lanka IRON CENTRE (PTE)
LTD.
ERAL HARDW,
Importers & General Hardware Merchants GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS
51 A, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. 7B, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2449657, 2334056 Tel : 2325413 - 2458189
9 ’ Ji ib‘ Ji
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Oskar Steel Centre Modern Hardware
nt
No. 140, Maha Vidyalaya Mawatha (Barber Street) ce re
Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka. DEALERS AND STOCKIST OF IRON AND STEEL
. 43, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2440843, 2338267, 2449956 Tel : 2435468 (Auto Lines)
Fax : 2423837 2435468, 2436537, 2439280, 2328614
; 3 Fax : +94 11 2431890 e-mail : mhc@srilanka.net 3
ra ) b
COLONIAL HARD
JANASHAKTHE HARDWARE STORE : WARE
GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS & e
IMPORTERS Importers, Distributors & General Hardware
' Merchants
19, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. 427, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2389305-6; Tele/Fax : 2389306 Tel : 2431950, 2435414, 2347981-83-80
e-mail : vica@eureka.lk Fax : 2334090, 2387826
&

e-mail : colonial@sit.lk / info@coloniathw.com
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Viviya Steel

Importers & General Hardware Merchants
No. 39, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sti Lanka.
Tel : 2439700, 2338497

NAVA ASIAN TRADING
COMPANY

Importers Suppliers &
General Hardware Merchants
35 A, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2447210, 2345874

SILVER KROWN HARDWARE

Impor'tere,General Hardware Merchants &
Government Corporation Suppliers.
22, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2431419, 2323712, 4-614631; Fax : 2431419

e-mail : silverkrown@usa.net

JANATHA STEELS

Importers & General Hardware Merchants

20, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2421412, 2325807, 2338607, 2321431
Fax : 2345667

SIVA HARDWARE’S

Importers & General Hardware Merchants

265 B, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2421704; Fax : 2380966

CROWN JEWELS

76, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.

Tel : 2431304
Fax : 2435943

Subani Jewels
GEeMS AND JEWELLERY

96, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2330053

STAR Jcwvellers

90, Sea Street, Colombo- 11.

Tel : 2329727
e-mail : stargold@isplanka.lk

PATHMA TEX

Dealers in Textlies - Readymade Specialist
in Sarees & Blouse

153, S Main Street, Fort, Colombo - 01.

Sri Myuri Jewellery

138, Sea Street,
Colombo-11
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ANANDA
TRADE CENTRE

DEALERS IN ! GENERAL HARDWARE, HAND TOOLS,
SANITARYWARE AND BATHROOM FITTINGS
352, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2447723; 4-710587, 2458339 Fax : 2430190
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PowERr STEEL

General Hardware Merchants suppliers to
Government Corporations & Boards

320, (2nd Floor) Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2436718, 2459045
Fax : 4-712351
e-mail : powerst@strnet.lk
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Nemco Trading Centre
Specialist in Imported Door Locks Pantry
Cupboard Fittings and indian brass Fitting
DEALERS IN GENERAL HARDWARE & GOVT. SUPPLIERS
24, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2432331, 2435062, 2459874, Fax : 2432331

e-mail : nemco@dynaweb.lk

S.PS

ENTERPRISE

Importers & General Hardware Merchants

355-1/4, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2470970, 4-713399, Fax : 2440950
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Viking Traders Multy Timber Dealers
. . Stockists of Local and Imported Timber &
Importers of Engineering Tools &t Plywood Products Specialist in all
General Hardware Merchants kinds of Wood Work
147 C, Bandaranayake Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. No. 65, Sumanatissa Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel - 24714905 Fax : 2390249 Tel : 2328910, 4-616971, Fax : 2473062
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GOLDEN CERAMIC Onida Steels
Importers of Wall Tiles Floor Tiles & Sanitaryware, IMPORTERS & STOCKIST OF IRON & STEEL
PVC Pipes, Fitlings & Plumbing Fixtures 41, Quarry Road, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
No. 117, Messenger Street, Tel : :44.5322’992;?8889
Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka. crmail i?\xf.@onid el
'~ H O asteels.com
Tel : 2338007, 2439016 Fax : 2473192 website : www.onidasteels.com
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GIMGO METAL CENTRE

DEALERS IN ENGINEERING TooLs, BoLTs &
Nurts, Power TooLs, Hack Saw BLADEs &
GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS
405, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2449493, 2449940,
Fax : 2336684

UNICORN METALICS., (PTE)
LTD.

346, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo - 10, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2432891, 2422629, 2342300, 2344955-6
Fax : 2439408

e-mail : umcpl@slenet.lk
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Ruby international
Associates

333 1/3, Old Moor Street, (1st floor)
Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2440952; 2337259 Fax : 2446506

MATRIK

Importers of Hardware and Sanitaryware Wholesale &§
Retail Dealers in S-Lon, Anton, National PVC and
specialist in PVC Fittings, Fabrication and PVC
‘Welding ect.
37, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 5-376765; Tele Fax : 2436525

EDCO METAL CENTRE |

IMPORTERS & DEALERS IN TyPE oF POwER ToOLS
& ENGINEERING TooLs & GENERAL HARDWARE

MERCHANTS SUPPLIERS OF (GOVERNMENT,
CORPORATION & PRIVATE SECTORS

7,1/1, Abdul Hamed Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2451581, TeleFax : 4-616954
e-mail : edcometal@yahoo.com

MONARA STEEL CENTRE

IMPORTERS & GENERAL HARDWARE
MERCHANTS

333-2/18, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2470738, 2470739, Fax : 2320108
e-mail : monara333@slnet.lk

SILVER STAR
TRADING

Govt. Corporation Suppliers and Dealers
Hardware Engineering Tools Etc.

333 2/14, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2478138; 2348253 Fax : 2432390

in

Arramic Agency

No. 55, K. Cryl C Perera Mawatha,
Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka.

NEW MANO HARDWARE
STORES

Importers & General Hardware Merchants

No. 355, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12.
Tel : 2338057, 2342417
Fax : 2342417

BoBBY JEWELLERS

ORDERS EXECUTED PROMPTLY

DEALERS IN 22 KT JEWELLERY
159, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.

SHAAN TRADERS

DEALERS IN
All kinds of Offcut paper, Board, Printed board,

Lunch Paper Lunch Box, Boady Cards, Chip Boards

& Paper, Board Cutting etc..

10, Kosala Lane, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 011 2436514

J. B. GOLD HOUSE

JB74, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.

Tel : 2431304
Fax : 2435943
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With Best Compliments

T. ithyabalan

' Sri Ganthimatti Gold
House (Pvt) Ltd.

GUARANTEED SOVEREIGN GOLD

68, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2324541, 2338828

142 2/4, Spencer House, 1st Cross Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2478762

Retail Shop : 449, Galle Rd., Wellawatta, Colombo - 6
s ot
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desire AISWARYA ENTERPRISES
COLLECTION IMPORTERS OF CERAMICS
WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS IN READYMADE “WALL & FLOOR TILES”
GARMENTS 30, 2/2, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12

Tel : 00 94 11 2542414, 2458327
Fax : 00 94 -4-718407

e-mail : aiswarya@slinet.lk

- L

Solid steels

Importers & General Hardware
Merchant
32, Abdul Jabar Mawatha, Colombo - 12
Tel : 5-369942, 5-369943

Ajanta

Travels & Tours Private Limited.
“Hawwa Plaza”, No. 11-1/10, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.

Tel : 00-94-11-4 710638, 2380721
Fax : 00 94 11 2380721

e-mail : ajanta@visual.lk

Dana Group of Companies

Dana Manpower (Pvt) Ltd.
Dana Tours & Travels (Pvt) Ltd.
Dana Intl. Educational Service (Pvt) Ltd.
Dana Institute of Software & Technologies (Pvt) Lid
Industrial Traning Institute (Pvt) Led.
Dana Advertising & Promotions

104, 2nd Floor, Sea Street, Colombo - 11,

Tel : 2385046, 2385047, 5333346/7/8/9

HYDER JEWELLERS
DEALERS IN GENUINE 22 KT GOLD & - GENUINE
SILVER JEWELLERS

50, Sea Street, Colombo - 11
Tel : 2436168, 2338417

GanesHA Jewellers

52, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.

Tel : 2432164,
Fax : 2389743

e-mail : ganeshajewellers@yahoo.com

Arrujina Jewellery
(Pvi) Lid.

47-A, Sea Street,
Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.

Tel : 2440042
Web Site : www.lankadirectorycom/arrujina
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Sarrita Jewellers

42, Sea Street, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka

Tel : 2325485
Fax : 2387606

ARUL JEWELLERS

Makers of Quality Genuine
22ct. Gold Ornaments

#3, Sea Street, Colombo - 11:

Dealers in Textiles
No. 226/P2, Antival Street, Colombo - 13.

Tel : 2436331
P o
) P ™y
| AMMAN JewELLERS
Sri1 KaLvani JEweLLs |
29, Sea Street, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
5, Sea Street, Colombo - 11. Tel : 2332033
Tel : 2323657
e y y
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Ravi JEWELLERS
Ra MY JEWELLERS (PVT) LTD.
Te Most E e & Ravi Forexae (Pvt) Ltd.
HE TOST EXCLUSIVE (Authorised Money Changer)
RELIABLE JEWELLERY MART
85, Sea Street, Colombo- 1. No. 115, Sea Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2436358, 2448221
Tel : 2391233 T e 2471966
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Selvan Tex STAR LEATHER CENTRE

LEATHER MERCHANTS
No. 93/5, Prince Street, Colombo - 11.

Tel : 2452433 Tel : 2341636
e, g 4
e' - . . . 4
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P. K. leather centre ViDHU
LEATHER MERCHANTS Fancy Ttems & Toys
No. 108/1, Prince Street, Colombo - 11. 112, Prince Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2335487 Tel: 0 11 4 734297
Fax : 2341877
4 -3 § P
& g & 4
MATHURAMS GEETHA Jeweviery
DEALERS IN TOYS 8T FANCY GOODS GENUINE 22 CT GOLD JEWELLERS
No. 122/6, Prince Street, Colombo - 1. 1 P, Sea Street Junction, Colombo - 11, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2347551 Tel : 2447214
. W4 % 4
y . y
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Mathurai Stores Akshaya textile
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN FANCY GooDs &L ToYs ETc. Shining Metarials Party Frock
GENERAL MERCHANTS, IMPORTERS 8T EXPORTERS )
No. 133/10 A, Fashion Super Market,
49, China Street, Colombo - 11. Keyzer Street, Colombo - 11.
Tel : 2324048 Tel : 2342028
Fax : 252271, 2445559
G’. \JP Ek. J)
- 3 é X »
SUITLD GBS SH6IT
Spencers .
. ) OB graleuiteh
Dealers in Textiles -
56 Ca. s15h. FhIBT (Cep.19)
No. 103, Keyzer Street, Colombo - 11. Qevniens wpah@asBgmi sewremy shis Qawevmen
Tel : 2324888, 2471641 ev. 83, Q&L g wirii Qg(m,
Fax : 2336909 @ + 26
Gamaptbry - 11
§ o S o
, Py e
Ambro Electricals
Romax Hardware Centre
Importers, Dealers in Electrical od indi
No. 307/4, Old Moor Street, Colombo - 12. P ,W' ¢ GO S w dmg
Tel : 2329415, 2335106 ires & General Suppliers
Fax : 2421955
e-mail : romax@sltnet.tk No. 88, First Cross Street,, Colombo - 11
Tel : 2327923, 2423808
N " «
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THE VEL FESTIVAL

BY

VISWA WIGNESWARAN

There is a popular belief that Hinduism is a
Polytheistic religion. This is incorrect Hindus
worship the Deity through many forms, sym-
bols and mediums, for the satisfaction of physi-
cal, emotional, intellectual and spiritual desires
and aspirations of the individual. The word"in-
dividual” means either an aspirant or a com-
munity of aspirants or a social group. God—
the unknown—is a symbol and once the aspir-
ant merges with the Unknown, the symbol
loses its significance.

In Algebra.’X'denotes the Unknown.Let us
assume that X equals five. When one is con-
fronted with the problem, one is not aware
that X equals five.’X’in other words is the sym-
bol for the Unknown. As soon as the problem
is solved and one discovers that X equals five,
the need to retain ‘X’ vanishes. Thus, the an-
cient sages formulated symbols to suit the as-

pirations of individuals and in due course when
the Mysteries of Life were solved, men were
expected to discard symbols and merge with
the Unknown.

As time lapsed, these Symbols were sanc-
tified by men. Mythology played an important
part.Tales of valour,intellectual brilliance,emo-
tional content and spiritual mysticism were
built around these symbols.To the conserva-
tive Hindu, these mythical symbols have
ceased to be the symbols of the Unknown. He
is not interested in solving the mystery of ‘X’
X"is the finality. Not only does he stop with
the symbol, but proceeds further and projects
his own aspirations, desires and idiosyncrasies
on his idol, subjugates himself to the idol and
expects in reciprocation his reward. Festivals
were celebrated to enable social groups or
communities to do the same.
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One such festival is Vel. it is a festival planned
for a community to partake in the worship of
Lord Skanda or Lord Murugan. Murugan is a
favourite deity among Hindus, the learned as
well as the untutored. He is worshipped as the
God of Wisdom by those who seek spiritual
enlightenment, as the God of Sacrifice and ritu-
als by the ritualists, as the God of Learning by
the Scholars, and as the giver of all blessings—
worldly and spiritual, by his devotees.

Murugan would thus appear to be the amal-
gamation of many legends and traditions and
one who embraces many aspects of religion
and modes of worship- primitive and ad-
vanced. He embodies the Hindu ideal of the
Unknown, immanent in all things and manifest-
ing Himself whenever sought by man with love.

The Vel festival is closely connected with
the jungle shrine of Kataragama or
Kathirgamam, situated, in the extreme south
east of Sri Lanka, amidst forests, hillocks, and
woodlands. Still preserving something of the
primitive quietude of the woody glades,
haunted by elephants and wild animals, rep-
tiles and birds. Kataragama conjures to the or-
dinary people of Sri Lanka a place of deep sanc-
tity and reverence. More than any other shrine
in Sri Lanka, it is able to spotlight the imper-
sonal divine existence. There is no particular
symbol of worship in the main temple, the Holy
of Holies being covered with veils, even though
the ‘Vel' (or the lance) which is the emblem of
Lord Murugan is the most closely identified fig-
ure in the minds of Hindus.

It is a belief among Hindus that the miracle

of Kataragama manifests itself when they take
their whole being as a sacred offering. This is
more difficult than the offering of flowers,
fruits, music and dance.The primary requisite
is an attitude of surrender imposed by each
devotee from within himself to the God.This

consecration should be effected in the purity
of the body, mind, intellect and spirit. Hence
the need for a quiet strong and devoted faith.
To make it effective, the pilgrim to Kataragama
performs hundreds of acts of penance and sur-
render. One such penance is the carrying of
the shoulder poles—Kavadis—with peacock
feathers and the lance, which are the insignia
of Murugan.

In the early days when Colombo and
Kataragama were not linked by roads, the Car-
rying of the Kavadis from the City and from
other parts of the Island to the jungle shrine
would have been no easy task. Moreover dread-
ful diseases like Malaria accounted for many
lives. Nevertheless, these acts of penance were
performed by the pilgrim with much piety and
yet without involvement as a participant. They
had learned to let certain concealed regions
of their being to support them, and glide into
their life’s process and thereby performed
their penance with consummate ease.

In the early part of the 19th century one
group of men and women who undertook the
arduous task of carrying the Kavadi on their
shoulders and—walking the distance from
Colombo to Kataragama was a trading com-
munity of Chettiars called the Nattukottai
Chetties, who had come from India and set
themselves up In business in Sri Lanka. They
were a well-knit community with customs and
traditions of their own.They were also a very
wealthy community who were zealously reli-
gious. They had a temple dedicated to Lord
Murugan at Sea Street, Colombo. Every yearin
those days, the Kavadies were taken by the
members of this community from the
Kathiresan Temple at Sea Street to
Kathirgamam. Owing to the difficult terrain
they had to traverse, and due to the lack of
proper roads and the intervening jungles, it



Qarapbifies @igs urpbulup - @@ GCsLadr Ggm.saw 51

was decided later that a pilgrimage symbolic
of the ‘Kathirgama Yathra' should be under-
taken in Colombo for the benefit of the ladies,
and others in the community who due to old
age, disease or other difficulties were unable
to undertake the pilgrimage to Kataragama.

Therefore, about 150 years ago, the tradi-
tion of bringing Holy Water (Thirtha) from the
Menik Ganga during the July festival at
Kataragama (commencing on the New Moon
day of the month of Esala) and after‘abhisheka’
and'pooja’ (religious service) at the Kathirasen
Temple at Sea Street, carrying Kavadis to the
Murugan Temple at Bambalapitiya,beganasa
sort of miniature pilgrimage organised by the
Nattukottai Chetties.

Originally the Kavadis used to be carried
on the shoulders of the members of this com-
munity. But In later times a Cart carried the
Kavadi with an idol of the Lord Murugan.The
first arrangement was the carrying of the
Kavadi from the Old Kathirasen Tempi- at Sea
Street to the Kathirasen Temple at
Bambalapitiya. In time there was a dispute
between the traders of other communities and
the Nattukottai Chetties; thereby arival chariot
wound its way to the temple at Wellawatte
from the Kathiresan Temple at First Cross Street.
Again there were disputes within the fold of
the Nattukottai Chetties themselves and there
was a rival procession from a newly con-
structed Kathiresan Temple at Sea Streetto a
new Kathiresan Temple at Wellawatte.

Soon there was reconciliation whereby it
was agreed that the cart must go fromthe two
Kathiresan Temples at Sea Street to Bamba-
lapitiya and Wellawatte Temples alternatively
each year. The procession starting from the
Temple at First Cross Street organised by other
traders came to be called the Kavadi proces-
sion and its cart was forerunner to the Vel Cart.

The original Kavadi carried by members of
the Nattukottai Chetty community in the early
days have been hitherto preserved, and could
be viewed during the festival days.The Chetty
community, being very wealthy. It was to be
expected that much wealth was poured into
the making of the God's statues.Gold,and pre-
cious stones adorn the statues. The carts too
are artistically made according to South Indian
pattern and are drawn by strong white bul-
locks, especially reared for this task.

One of the peculiar traditions of the
Nattukottai Chetties is that they make Lord
Murugan too a business partner,and a part of
the profitis allocated for him.There is no Chair-
man for their board meetings. Lord Murugan
is deemed to preside over their meetings. Itis
no wonder that such zealously religious
people should do everything within their
means and influence to make the Vel festival a
grand, colossal and colourful one.Hence it has
now become tradition for the Ve! Cart to stop
at Queen’s House (now President’s House) with
a view to bless the first citizen of the Island.
Thus, the festival has traditional patronage of
the rulers of the land.

The Kathirgama Murugan also being the
Kataragama Skanda Kumara of the Sinhalese,
the festival is looked forward to both by the
Hindus and Buddhists, and those who find it
difficult to make the journey to Kataragama
during the festival days await the Vel Cart en
route to have the blessings of the Kataragama
God bestowed on them.There is an additional
luxury conferred on the Vel devotee.Whereas
atKataragama there is no visible idol, the Holy
of Holies being covered with veils as said ear-
lier, at the Vel Festival one could concentrate
on the form of the God, and also perform a vis-
ible pooja which is performed right along the
journey, by the officiating priest.
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The festival takes the form of two proces-
sions which coincide with the last four
peraheras (processions) at Kataragama. The
forerunner is the Kavadi procession which
leaves the Sri-Kathiresan Temple at First Cross
Street, Colombo, bearing the bow shaped
Kavadi draped in maroon and gold with pea-
cock plumes at either end and carrying two
brass pots of offering to the deity. On the fol-
lowing day the gaily decorated chariot (or Vel
Ratham) leaves the Sea Street. Sri Kathiresan
Temple, carrying a golden statue of the
Kathirgama God with the old Kavadis still pre-
served, accompanied by men carrying banners
and flags. Eminent musicians from far and wide
provide an accompaniment of music to the pro-
cession. A distance of about four to five miles
from the Pettah to their ultimate destination
takes more than a day to cover.The Vel Cart
stops at a number of traditional spots, includ-
ing trading establishments, private residences,
including ‘Temple Trees'- the official residence
of the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka - and accepts
offerings of love in return for the blessing be-
stowed on the devotee. Once the Cart reaches
its destination at the Temple at Wellawatte or
Bambalapitiya, as the case may be, the idols
are taken out of the Chariot and kept for pub-
lic worship. Men, women and children of all
communities and of all ages throng to see the
procession and the images on view. Business
is brisk and one could buy almost anything
from the hordes of shopkeepers who pitch their
tents overnight along the route and within the

temple premises. Sweet-meats of all kinds, and
sugar cane catch the eye of the kids while
beautiful bangles of all shades of colour are fan-
cied by girls and women alike. Caracoles and
Giant Wheels turn the temple premises over-
night into a typical carnival ground. Musical
entertainments are galore and every now and
then the inevitable shouts of “Haro Hara” the
manthra used ininvoking Lord Murugan, rends
the air.

Thus the Vel Festival which was essentially
areligious festival depicting the pilgrimage to
Kataragama has attracted people from far and
wide and consequently all the fun and frolic
that go with any festival In India and Sri Lanka
from time immemorial have also been ac-
cepted as a part and parcel of the festival.

These religious festivals In the East also pro-
vide the necessary background for social re-
unions. Itis interesting to note that in the East,
and specially In India and Sri Lanka the entire
gamut of social and community life is centered
around religion. Whereas in the West, a carni-
val or fair which has no religious significance,
would attract people together; In the East, un-
til western culture permeated in recent times,
all social gatherings were normally linked with
religious events. Even the coronation of a king
in the early days was a religious event. Hence
It is not surprising that In course of time the
Vel Festival has acquired a social significance
in addition to its religious meaning and con-
tent.

Visva Wigneswaran, Attorney-at-Law, is a Bachelor of Arts (London) and Bachelor of Laws
(Ceylon). A Hindu by birth and conviction he has been associated for some time with the
movement for religious unity. His time out of the Court room, and away from the reach of
clients, is now spent masterihg the Sitar and delving deep into the myths and rituals of

Hinduism. In this article he eﬁ\(plains the colourful pageantry and rituals of the Vel Festival.
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