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1986: BLEAK OUTLOOK

Rarely fias Parfiament ended its
final debate and the year’s work
on such a depressing note, The
messenger of bad tidings was none
other than Finance Minister Ronnie
de Mel himself. *The most difficult
year since Independence’, Those
were his words,

Don't ask for money, he told
the Ministers and the MP's. He
wasn't prepared to convert [the
Treasury into @ printing press!

The picture he painted was
indeed *gloomy’ os the government's
own ‘Daily News’ observed drily
on its frontpage.

Here is a quick summary of
his tState of the Economy' report
to Parligment:

@ Tea, rubber and coconut prices
— ALL DOWN.
@ Tourism — DOWN
@ Remittances from migrant wor-
kers — DOWN
Foreign Investment
— DECLINING.
Military Expenditure
Debt Service Ratlo
— UP (approx 209 )

TOWARDS
McCARTHYISM?

To raise the educational stan-
dards of ‘‘remote” and “difficult'*
areas the Minister of Education
has the laudable idea of sending
three thousand graduates to these
schools with a special bonus as
incentive. They will serve those
areds for a minimum of three
years and for this they will
receive a special ollowance up to
10% of thelr salary.

The same newspaper, the ISLAND,
had another lead story last wesk
where it was said that the govern-
ment would not offer employment
to youths, however well qualified,

if they were known to have
“extreme" political views. One
passage [n the report specified

“leftist’” views, Did this mean
extreme ‘Rightist’ views, soy ‘fos-
cist', were okay 7 Is such a scheme,
If introduced, open to challenge
as gross violation of fundomental
rights? Or would such a policy
be practised surreptitiously?

A former minister of education,
a politician who has served the
country for many decades. noted
that if such a policy had been
folowed in the 1950's and [960's
Sri Lanka's universities, the civil
service, the scientiflc and research
institutes would have been denjed
the services of some of the ablest
members of Srl Lanka's intelligen-

tsig.
PLAIN TALK

The new I. G. P. Mr. Cyril Herat,
did some plain speaking to his
5. P.'s last week. On no account
should anybody taken into custody
suffer badily harm while in custody.
Every person arrested by the
police was in fact in the protective
custady, he emphasised,
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Observing that the new threat
of terrorism had placed unusual
burdens on the law enforcement
agencies, he argued that this
however was no justification for
neglecting  **basic police tasks"
i.e. the anticipation and prevention
of crime, and goad police_public
relations. The public should be
able to visit ony police station
without any fear of the palice
toking sides or belleving that a
complaint would be not be inves.
tigoted,

A pgood start. But will his
officers and men back him up 7

Equus rarissimus

As cogent evidence of the validicy
of his position Dr. Carlo Fonseka
has submitted that | am 3 jackass
as well as a dog. | have so far
called him nothing, But let me also
play taxonomic dialectics: | ecall
Dr. Fonseka Przewalski's Horse, a
very rare and nearly extince animal,
Not entirely inappropriate for one
with Dr. Fonseka's weltanschauung.

VY. P. Vittachi
Colombo 3

“English with an Ismail”

Permit me to correct a confusian
in the mind of Mr. Qadri Ismail
(*'Qadri Ismail Replies to his Critics"
LG, Ist. Dec).

When he quotes Leavis: English
in Our Time and the University
he Is referring to a book where
Leavis discusses the relevance of
English studies to English soclety
In particular. None of us, not

(Continued on page 5)
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The ethnic conflict

and Delhi’s policy shifts

Mervyn de Silva

uite evidently appreciative of

what they all perceived
correctly as a general change in
Delhi’s approach after Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, the UNP government and
a majority of non-UNP Sinhalese
admired Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and
praised him as a ‘thonest’ and
falr-minded’ Indian leader. They
praised him as a ‘honest broker’
in the run-up to Thimpu and
persisted in that attitude even in
the immediate aftermath of the
abortive negotiations in the Bhutan

capital. As | wrote last week,
he was seen as ‘hugging the
centre’ and sometimes adopting

'a pro-Colombo stance’.

But a few analysts In India,
Sri Lanka and abroad whose judg-
ments were neither coloured by
intensely partisan prejudice nor
distorted by zany theories about
global strategies and superpower
geo-strategy in the region have
been observing the interplay of
conflicting pressures on Delhi, and
how this created interesting shifts
and nuances in the Indian position.

The ‘bandh' in Tamilnadu on
the day before the Punjab paoll
and the revocation of the depor-
tation order on Dr. Balasingham

and Mr. C. Chandrahasan were
the first Important signals.
Mr. Bhandari's opening remark

at Muscat, Oman, “We think you
are going for a military solution,
and it won't work™”™ was the first
public signal of a shift in policy
in the context of a re-appraisal
of not just the Indian attitude
to the Sri Lankan conflicc but of
what India can do; in short, the
limits of Indian diplomacy, and
therefore of Indian power.

WORLD ORDER

What we are in fact wit-
nessing in the fag-end of this
20th century is a historie
coincidence — the dramaticemer-

gence of new, explosive sources
of Third World conflict (in Afro-
Asia, ethno-natiopalist more
than ideological) at the same
time as a global economic crisis, and
the erosion of detente leading to
the near-total collapse of the
global status—quo in these the
Reaganite years.

The concerted and viclous Rea-
ganice onslaught on the U. N.
system, which despite all its
shartcomings, remained the only
defender of the international order
and an arbiter, however weak,
of inter-state conflicts;” Is  yet
another cause, Itself nonetheless
a sign of the Impotence and
fruseration of the mightiest nation
in the world, It is a feeling of
an impotence and frustration that
is' shared by others as well,
notably the post-colonial state,
the operative unit of tha inter-
national* system. Meither the
state, nor the regional powers

nor indeed the great powers
can any longer control the
‘sreat  disorder under  the

heayens’, to quote Mao.

Mr. Reagan tried to establish
a linkage between disarmament,
superpower detente and ‘*‘regional
conflices'.  This attempt barely
conceals an frony, a gross mis-
judgment and a misplaced faith.

Many of the ‘regional conflicts’
Mr. Reagan has in mind are, for
him, examples of ‘internactional
terrorism’. The jrony is that he
practising his own varlety of
terrorism  through his not-so
covert interventionist arm, cpenly
funded by the Congress, tralned
by US instructors, and actively
operational in Central America.

He thinks — or wants the world
to believe — that these conflicts
would disappear If the USSR

BACKGROUND

because * it s the

cooperates,
Soviet Union that is responsible
for such conflicts. He has not

yet accused Moscow for the Phi-
lippines crisis. If he had unders-
tood the situation in the Fhilip-
pines, he would begin to under-
stand the fundamental nature of
Third world conflict and violence.
He would then know that neither
the US nor Moscow nor both
can stop them.

Mew soclal and policical forces
have acquired an ‘autonomy’ of
action that has made them the
great ‘de-stabiliser’” of world
order. That was the true lesson
of the TWA hostage crisis.
The real hostages were not
those helpless human beings
taken captive but a superpower,
the US,and its powerful regional
ally, lIsrael.

Tamil (separatist) naticnalism and
Sinhala nationalism are autonomous
forces. The state cannot impose jcs
will on either. Nor will they yield to
what we may see as ‘'reason’’
or “logic’’., MNor will the 5ri Lankan
state bow to the superior strength
or *‘wisdom' of the powerful neigh-

bour India. It enjoys its own
degree of autonomy and has a
capacity for resistance to the

persuasive counsel or ‘dictates’ of
Delhi that has surprised most
observers, confounded the ration-
alist, and exasperated the donor
community and the World Bank!
MNeor can Delhi imposes its  will
on Tamilpadu, the protective patron
of the Sri Lankan Tamil represen-
tatives. Thus, the neatly ordered
calculations of 'the best informed’
and the confident prognostications
of the pundits have been so com-
plecely and so casually disrupted.

PILOT UNDER FIRE

Scill *hugging the centre' but
‘inching away from a pro-Colombo
stance® is how | summed up Delhi's
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“line” in the last issue of the
LG. In the only fall-back pesition
available to Colombo, Sri Lankan
diplomacy strove to make a dis-
tinction between the Indian govern-
ment and its advisers, and the
honest” politiclan, Mr. Rajiv Gan-
dhi. This was the last refuge of
a Colembo diplomacy crumbling
under the pressure fast—changing,
unwelcome changes in official Indian

pronouncements. MNow the “pilot”
himzelf has run into heavy Srl
Lankan flak.

The ball s in the **boys" court
was amended to read ‘'the ball
is in the Tamil court.” That was
Mr. Gandhi's assessment in early
Movember, It was a challenge to
the Tamils and a rebuke. Up to
that point, Delhi's stand still
showed a pro-Colombo <tilt!, at
least in Sri Lankan eyes. The
TULF paper (and the ENLF memo)
made that criticism no  longer
tenable, The ball was back in
Colombo’s eourt, But Colombo
has not responded — only to con-
vince Delhi that it is really afrer
a ‘decisive military victory' first.

The Mational Security Minister,
Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, the most
sophisticated of government spokes-
men, has taken great palns to
draw the basle distinction between
'a military solution® and *military
dominance'. Deminance was des-
troyed in the north in [983. In
the north it was a military stale-
mate, with effective day-to-day
‘control passing to the EMLF and
PLOT. In the East, government's
dominance was challenged and is
being challenged but the edge Is
with the armed forces. It would
be easier for the government
te . recover ‘total] deminance’
if India puts. a hammerlock on
the ‘tboys' in Madras — the main
objective of Colombo’s diplomatic-
propagandist  offensive from the
Bahamas to SAARC.

The EMLF has seen the im-
plications of this strategy, and
the possible loss of the military
initiative it wrested in the
Morth and the destruction
of its military capabilities in
the other areas. Like the govern-

ment, the EMNLF turns to Delhi
for help “politically and mili-
tarily”. Delhi, caught in the
middle, sees the immediate,
almost inevitable future, which
is most unpleasant, and pre-
pares its own options, carefully
and craftily.

Both sides are pressing India,
in different ways, to help them
to achieve a new *military balance’
what will allow negotiations from
a “position of strength™. What
if there s an attempt at a decisive
action, initiated by either combatant,
and there is anothet much fiercer
round of blood-letting but no side
has gained the military dominance
it sought? Can the consequences
be confined to the physical areas
of action, the main nerthern and
eastern theatres of war? |[f the
consequences overflow, what then!
VWhat  will be the stresses on the
government, on the political system,
and the social fabric itself?

LSSP — a éhaping force of

hatever the LSSP's detractors

may say, and the number
certainly Is leglon, nobody can
deny the immense historlcal
Importance of the Sama Samaja
mavement. As the island's oldest
political party, it was undoubtebly
a shaping: force of Sri Lanka's
pelitical development. It had a
tremendous impact in the realm
of Ideas; It was a pioneer In the
sphere of organised political action;
and it helped to awaken an insular
intelligentsia to events throughout
the world, especially to anti-colonial
struggles and popular movements
elsewhere, and lastly to the nature
of global power.

Looking back it may be argued
that its principal mistake (tragic
flaw?) arose from the obsessive pre-
occupation ofits highly intelfectual
leadership with the most obstruse
points of theory, a puritanic
concern with theoretical receitude,
lts Trotskyism and its visceral
hatred of Stalinism inevitably
degenerated into a wulgar anti-
Sovietism.
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les fullest sympathies lay with
the man who took the train to
the Finland station to start the
October revolution and change the
face of world politics for all time.
But Trotskyism, history has decided,
also missed the train of histoty
since that momentous event,

It is ne surprise then that party
leader Colvin R. Silva was happy
to announce to the press that the
CPSU had sent a congratulatory
message to the LSSP. The Daily News
quoted a wveteran party member
as saylng “‘Twenty one years after
the LSSP was expelled from the
Fourth International, the relationship
has been established with the
CPSL.  The LSSP (s the only
Trotskyist party that has established
such a relationship™,

This jssue. of the LG. marks
the event with three contributions
from party leader, Dr. Celvin R.
de Siﬁra, a founding father, from
Heccor Abhayavardhana, widely
regarded for decades as a leading
LSSP theoretician, and frem the
CP boss, Pieter Keuneman, the Com-

history

munist who took ‘the other road’,

Another event, coincidentally;
places the 50th anniversary in a
different perspective.

Philip the Founder and Son

The eldest son of Phillp
Gunawardene, the angry young
man of the 1930%, has been

detained under emergency regula-
tions or under the provisions of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act. His
arrest has led toa habeas corpus
application in the Appeal Court
which has served noticer on the
IGP, the CID Director and the
A.G. returnable this week.

The national newspapers quoted
official sources as placing the
number of detenus at 97. The
Opposition claims the number s
much bigger, all Sinhalese leftist
youth, members of a breakaway
JVP faction and of another organiza-
tion with many ex-CPers. Although
he served in the cabinet of both SLFP
Premier 5.W.R.D. and in the govern-
ment of UNP Prime Minister Dudley

{Continued on page 23)




Letters.. .

(Continued from page |[)
Professor Halpe even, has held
that what Leavis states there about
what English lierature should mean
for England applies to Lanka. What
we have seen as relevant here in
Leavis (Revaluation, The Great
Tradition, Lawrence the Move-
list) is his approach to literdture
as something particular, with its
own unique method of communi-
cation as distinct from other writing.
Mr. [smail continues to be baffled
and says that there is no such
thing as licerature. Perhaps what
Tagore told Einstein may be of
help to Mr. Qadri Ismail: There
is the reality of paper, Infinitely
different from the reality of licera-
ture, For the kind of mind possessed
by the moth, which eats that
paper, literature is absolutely non
-existent, yet for man's mind
literature has a greater value of
truth than the paper itself.” Mr.
Ismail has eaten too much paper.

By the way, contrary to Mr.
Ismail's claim, | read this particular
book by Leavis before Mr. lsmail
began to read English, And under-
stocd its real meaning too so that
I'would not misapply it by quoting it
out of context as Mr. Ismail does.

In Hesiod there is an account
of farming technigue. VWhat is of
interast in Hesioj's writing today
is not this out-maded farming
information but the [maginative
wark that presents even this prace
tical activity as part of an ordered,
meaningful cosmes, But Mr. lsmail
sees no difference between what
is called creative literature apd
other forms of writing and wants
to “reform’ an English Dept. So
that all writing is studied without
discrimination. Mr. [smail says that
Barthes safd that licerature uis
what gets taught'. | say literature
is what's lefe behind after the
utllity and topicality are gone.

As for Mr. Ismail's god, Austin
Warren, he is only a tin god the
generalities of whose voluminous
writings are a waste of time and
ne comparison to the economy,
intelligence and relevance of Leavis’s
work. (Relevanee to those whe
know where the relevance jes).
Anti-Leavisism |s trendy now. This
is dua to |. ‘ignorance and lack of
intelligence 2. professional jealousy
of inferior academics whe are not
fit to hold a candle to Leavis (not
that one need be a pandankaraya).

Impeccable scholarship is a hahijt
of mind with Professor Halpe and
one need not count bits of papers
to establish such a reputation as
Mr. Ismail requires.

Following the celebrated novel
Portnoy’s Complaint, Mr. lsmall's
complaint is a si'rnptem of his own
disease —an Inability to read English.

Patrick Jayasuriya
Colombe 5
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FIFTY YEARS AFTER

Colvin R. de Silva (LSSP President since its inception on December I8th 1935, and
Party leader today.)

so;fr:ars after the launching of
the Lanka Samasamaja Party,
It is possible to record the changes
in the conditions of the people
which were brought about in the
ears of its life and struggle.
owever, what needs to be recor-
ded today is the extent to which
the gains of the people In those
fifty years stand generally imperil-
led and to a degree reversed.

In its long life and struggle of
fifty years the LS5P has had to
face and fight hostile forces which
were varied in character. The
most powerful of these were natu-
rally the British Imperialists who
ruled this country which was only
a tiny part of the wvast terril-
tories they ruled throughout the
world.

As the situation for Imperialists
worsened in Asia, compealling British
Imperialism to re-order (s political
relations in her colonial territories,
our people successfully freed them-
selves from British rule and trans-
formed our country into a free
sovereign and independent rupublic
in which the people themselves
Were sovereign.

Today that great victory of our
people stands  imperilled  under
the rule of the very people who,
unlike us, never even stood for
complete independence, but ac the
highest enly for self-government
or home-rule. The threat Is not
the restoration of direct rule by
imperialism but the control by
imperialism -over the policies of
those who are ruling our country.
Our country is becoming politically
dependant on imperialism in a new
way. Our own rulers are moving
through a pretence of non-alignment
into the sphere of Influence of
the U. 5. A,
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In our fifty years we fought for

what is popularly termed <«the
upliftment of the masses'.
Take the question of poverty

amongst the people. The fight for
the abolition of povercr is of
course the fight for socialism; the
fight for socialism does not exclude
the fight in the meantime for the
relief of poverty. It is in that
way that our country got to the
rice ration book which In time
became a book for rationed quanti-
ties of needed basic commodities
at subsidised prices; That ration
book stands deliberately abolished
under the present regime. Thelr
excuse was and is that they needed
the money spent on subsidised
rations in order to engage in the
development of our economy.

It is noteworthy that it is the
rich who have been lifted Into
greater riches by this regime's
development. The poor who paid
for this deyelopment with the [oss
of their ration book have become
poorer. It .is no solace to the
poor that this is indeed the stan-

dard resulct of capitalist develop-
ment.
No doubt it will be pleaded

that anyhow they have developed

seasonal agriculture bringing, as
they claim, vistas of future riches
to the peasant population. And

yet their own researchers now say
that the land to be cultivaced
under the Mahaweli Scheme will
bring only Rs. 200/~ per manth
at best from the standard land
holding even on the assumption
that the ecultivated two acres will
be harvested twice a year produ-
cing 100 bushels of paddy per
acre each season.

The officially designated poverty
~line is 2n Income of Rs. 700/-
per month. The point at which
within that figure a person quali-
fies for public assistance is Rs. 300/-
per month. On these figures a
Mahaweli family limited to five
people |s doomed to misery. VWhat
we shall see s the reproduction
of rural mass poverty in the new
areas to which the poor in the
old areas are being transplanted
in order to become rich.

Take the working class. They
had won the eight-hour day the
minimum wage, and security of
employment, ta mention only a
few basic things. Their Insurance
against infraction of these gains
has been the building of indepen-
dent working class organisations
such as trade unions. This regime
has struck down the independent
organisations of the working class
which have always been looked
upon by them as their enemy.
In the meantime what with the
ever-soaring Inflation, wages have
declined and such increases as have
been given have proved illusory.

Finally, within the limits of the
space available to this article, we
have the horror of the current
so—called vethnic” sitvation. This
regime has brovght us to the
point where the country, though
it has not been divided into two
separate states s certainly not
functioning as a single whole.

Law and order and the adminis-
tration generally of much of the
north and east run their own
course as if there was no central
government. So zalso, the economy
of the same area Is running its
ewn course, iF it s running at all,

(Continued on page 18)




PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Pieter Keuneman (President, Communist Party of Sri Lanka)

he 50th anniversary of the

formation of the L.5. 5. P. s
certainly an Important and memor-
able event. This is so in relation
to both the modern history of
Sri. Lanka and to the history of
the Left movement Itself.

Although the L. S. S. P. is the
oldest existing political parcy in
the country, it was not the first.
Earlier, there had been the Ceylon
National Congress at the start of
the 19205 and the Ceylon Labour
Party at the end of that decade,
Neither of these two parties
lasted very long. However, the
L.5. 5. P. can justly claim to be
Sri Lanka's first political party in
the modern sense of the term.

Sri Lanka's Left movement also
did not start in 1935, when the
L. 5. 5. P. was first formed, but
about five years earlier. lts emer-
gence at this time was the result
of a combination of objective and
subjective factors,

Objectively, Sri Lanka was, at
the starc of the 1930s, experien-
cing in full measure the devastaring
effects of the first general crisis
of world capitalist economy.
Retrenchment in the public ser-
vices, closures of businesses and
estates, massive unemployment and
mass  misery were the order of
the day, But the people lacked
both- organisations. and leaders
who could show them a way out
or mobillse them to fight back.
The militant trade union mave-
ment of the 1920s had collapsed
after the apostasy of its then
leader, A. E. Goonesinha. The
intelligensia were deeply disillu-
sioned with the so-called “national
leaders” of the day whose policies
of collaboration with British colo-
nialism provided ne answer to
their problems.

Subjectively, it was
at this time cthat several Sri
Lankan students, who had com-
pleted their higher studies in the
West where they had come into

precisely:

contact anti-imperialist,
and communist movements, re-
turned home. These students be-
gan to disseminate the ideas of

socialist

scientific soclalism and knowledge
about the world's first socialist
state, the U. 5. S. R. to those

looking for a new way out of
their misfortunes. Socialist ideas
and aims were spread through a
network of study circles and by
the pioneer work of Dr. 5. A,
Wickremasinghe, who used the
first State Council very effectively
as a platform for this purpose.
This was followed by the setting
up of Youth Leagues in various
parts of the country, and by mass
campaigns like the Suriya Mal
movement and the relief work
during the malaria epidemic, By
1935 strong foundations had besn
laid for raising the movement to
the new and higher level of the
formation of a political party.
The impending 1936 peneral elec-
tions to the second State Council
undoubtedly helped to precipiatate
this process, but were by no
means its sele or major cause.

The L S S P will always be
remembered as the first political
party in S5ri Lanka to proclim
the triple aims of political inde-
pendence, the abolitien of all
forms of exploitation and discri-
mination, and establishment of a
socialist society. But in its first
stage (1935-40), it was por a
centralised party with an elabo-
rated program, comman ideology,
or definite, organisational scructure,
It was, in fact, an umbrella orga-
nisation that sheleered all the
various trends in the anti-imperia-
list and sacialist movements of
the day. |t was open to anyone
who subscribed to its broad gene-
ral aims and paid the membership
fee of 25 cents a month.

Althaugh the scientific socialist

teachings of Marx, Engels and
Lenin influenced several of the
pioneers of the L. S 5 P, thera

is no special reference to thesas

teachings in the early documents
of the party, It's inaugural Mani-
festo of 22 specific demands, which
served as a substitute for a pro-
gram and was supplemented by
resolutions adopted at subsequent

conferences in 1938, (937 and
1938, refers to the party's ulti-
macte intention to  introduce

“socialised production, distribution
and  exchange of commodicies”
but does not spell this out In
the form of specific proposals
regarding the nationalisation of
industry or estates or changes in
land tenure. The motive force
of social change was seen as the
“toiling masses" rather than the
working class.

Although the L.S.S.P., after
merging with the B. L. P. I. was
to declare in 1945 that the Mani-
festo of 1935 was ‘“vague in
character”, the 22 demands it
sec out carrespondsd to the level
of social consciousness of different
sections of the working people at
this stage. These were mainly
directed against the colonial bure-
aucracy, the Planter Raj, and the
domestic feudal and = capitalist
establishment.  They became a
platform not merely for the 1936
general election but for mass
mobilisation in the years that
followed. The annual party con-
ferences mostly adopted resolutions
on international affairs, while the
day-to-day leadership was provided
by a handful of trusted [eaders.

The First Stage

Despite its shortcomings, the
united L. S, §. P. of tche 1930s
fired the imagination of the massas,
sharpened  their  anti-imperialisc
and class consciousness, and taught
them the all-important lesson that
their real strength fay in their
own militant unity. In chis firse
stage, the united Lefc movement,
as expressed in the L. 5. S.P. of
the day, laid foundations for the
major contributions it was to
make to Sri lanka is such fields
a winning political independence,
widening demacracy, achieving social
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progress, and obtalning social beni-
fits thact help to give Sri Lanka
the highest leyel of the physical
quality of life in this region of
the world.

During the 1930s, thera was
consensus within the L 5. 5. F. on
the broad lines of interpal and

external policy. These were videly
outlined In the eloquent Presidential
Address of Dr. Colvin R. de Silva

to the inaugural conference of
the L. 5.5 P. in 1935 and given
effece to the practical work of

the party thereafter.

Internally, the winning of political
independence was seen as the
main immediate task, Building “a
united front against imperialism''
was necessary for this. Although
led by the working class, it was
envisaged that the *united front"
would draw In “broad strata of
our population which, though nel-
ther working class nor soclalist,
are genuinely anti-imperialist.”

In pursuance of these pelicies,
the L. 5. 5. P, of the 1930s worked
to build uniced fronts of both
the bread, anti-imperialist sections
of the population and also of the
working class itself. The [|936-7
period saw sustained efforts to
develop united actlons between
the: L. 5. 5. P. and the Ceylon
Labour Party, led by A.E. Goone-
sinha, around common demands
and unjted actions like joint strikes
and a united May Day rally.

In' internationally, policy, as Dr
Colvin R. de Silva's inaugural Presi-
dential Address again makes clear,
solidarity with the Soviet Union
(then the world's only socialist
state) and with the anti-fascist
and anti-imperialist struggles of the
time were the key feature of
L. 5. 8. P. policy. lts campaigns in
suppart of the Spanish Republic and
its many solidarity actions in support
of the freedom struggle in India
showed that these policies were
not confined to theory.

Unfertunately this basically cor-
rect line of policy, which brought the
L. 5. 5. P much authority, support
and prestige In the 19305 was
disrupted in [939, shortly before
the outbreak of World War IL
This was also the time when
imperialism, both fascist and non-
fascist, had launched a massive
anti-Soylet and anti-communist cams-

paign throughout the would. The
F-Dhtlﬂi of the Fourth (Trotskite)
nternational gained the upper hand
within the Executive Committee
of the L. 5. 5. P, desplte strong
opposition from an important mino-
rity of its members. How this
happened is a separate story but
the fact remains that the introduc-
tion of this new factor, which did
not arise from any internal develop-
ment of the party or the mass
movement in Sri Lanka, led to the
arbitrary expulsion of the Commu-
nists and their supporters and the
first major division- in the united
Left movement.

The second stage of the Left

movement, which lasted for over
two decades, was overshadowed
and coloured by this divislon.

Although the united achievements
of the Left moyement in the earlier
stage could not be completely
undone, the advance of the Left as
as a whole was retarded by this
disunity. It was particularly unfor-
tunate for L, 5. 5. P. itself as it
heralded a series of further splics
and divisions within the party from
time to time.

Those who were not In the
movement at this stage — and they
include a majoricy of our peopulation
who were not even born — will
to-day find it difficult to comprehend
how such issues of policy and
ideclogy could have been so fiercely
fought over. In the light of historical
developments thereafter and the
facts of life itseif many of these
debates must seem artificial and
even absurd to later generations.
But they nevertheless contributed
to the practical disorientation of
the movement, to conflicting tactics,
and to an overall inhibition of
initiatives that could and should
have been taken. They provide yet
another example of the damage
that a party or movement can do
to itself if It allows antl-commu-
nism or anti-Sovietism to penetrate,
it,

It must seem wunbelievable to
modern generations that there should
have been debates over such
questions as whether socialism could
be built in a sinzle country; whether
the U.5.5.R. was a genuine or a
vdegenerate’ workers' state; or
whether, after the Soviet Union's
entry into the war against fascism,
the character of the war had

changed from an Inter-imperialist
one, which should be opposed,
into one in which victory would
lead to the weakening, rather
than the strengthening, of imperi-
alism and should be supported.
Post-war developments have shown
which view was correct, for the
defeat of fascism led to the spread
of sociallsm and its emergence as
a world systam and to the overall
weakening of imperialism and the
rapid collapse of its colonial system.

It must also seem incredible that,
under the influence of the policies
of the Fourth International, the
L5.5.P. should have concluded at
its 1941 conference that *the social
tasks of the bourgeois-democratic
revolution (i.e. in Ceylon),.. have
already been accomplished... Con-
sequently, the development of the
struggle against imperialism leads
directly to the proletarian revolu-
tion'’. Equally astonishing is the
conclusion’ that the people of Sri
Lanka could not develop their own
and separate struggle for national
political independence. This is den-
ounced as a 'false perspective’
because “the revolutionary struggle
in Ceylon in all its stages”..
uwill eonstitute a provincial aspect
in relatjon to the Indian revolution
as a whole'’.

Mevertheless, these Incorrect
theoretical positions led to serious

policical consequences. They led
the L.S.5.P. to transform itself into
the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of

India (Ceylon Unit), and to transfer
most of its effective cadre to India
in the wital war years.

Although the above were not
the only matters on which there
were sharp differences of view,
they were the main ones. They
embracad a range of matters relating
to the stage of the revalution,
the role of different soclal classes
and strate in the fight against
imperialism, the strategy and tactlcs
of united front activities, and pro-
letarian internationalism.

After their expulsion from the
united L.S.5.P., the communists
formed first the United Socialist
Party and then, in 1943, the Com-
munist Party. They sought to
continue and develop the correct
policies of the Left movement of
the 1930s on the basls of Marxism-




Leninism and prolstarian  interna-
tionalism. The positions they took
in many of these debates and
controversies proved to be correct
and were later accepted as common
positions of the maintsream of the
Left movement. But, as they have
self-critically admitted since, the
Communists also committed several
mistakes in doing so, both reformist
and sectarian.

The purpose of mentioning such
matters to-day is not to rub salt
into old wounds or to blow one's
own trumpet. It is, instead, to
stress the need for a combined
effort by both the L.5.5.P, and
the C.P.5.L. to assist a serious,
in-depth, self-critical and comradely
review of policies and theories
that led to splits and divisions in
the Left movement during this
second stage. The CPSL has made
some efforts in this direction, but
these are far from exhaustive. It
would be far better If such a self-
critical review could be made more
comprehensively.

There are several reasons why
and the evolution of commaon con-
clusions would he useful.

First of all, many features of the
present [nternational and domestic
situation have strong similarities
with those that existed in the
first and second stages of the move-
ment, Of course, the situation
to-day is more complex, exhibits
new features, and has a difference
balance of class forces, both inter-
nationally and at home. But an
authoritative identification of past
achievements and errors, as well
as the evolution of common con-
clusions that ean be gained frem
this experience, will be of inestim-
able value to the new generations
of revolutionaries and radicals who
will have to lead the struggle for
socialism once the pioneers and
VEL8rans are no more.

Looking Back
In this connecticn, the older
leaders of the L.5.5.P. and the

C.P.5.L, must self-critically accept
that they have not done enough
to create a second or even third
line of leaders who will lead the
struggles of the present and the
future. MNor have they done enough
to make their experience the com-
men property of the contemporary
Left meovement.

As aresult, many young revolu-
tionaries of to-day —and we can
be proud of the splendid new
generation of militant  youth that
is emerging now — can ba led astray
by the canards of bourgeois parties
and their ideologists of 2 conflict
between a so-called old” and
“new'" Left; or by the self-justifying
myths of those who separated
themselves from the movement in
search of more personally rewarding
fields elsewhere; or the prattle
of those who prove that the infan-
tile disorder" dlagnosed by Lenin
at the start of this century can
be a long-lasting disease.

It Is Interesting to note that
the critical public discussion that
accompanied the celebration of the
L.5.5.P's 50ch anniversary has mostly
been confined (a) the peaceful and
non-peaceful roads to power and
(2) united front tactics, especially
in" the 1960s and [970s. Critles
from the political Right and Centre
have argued that the mainstream
Left parties missed the bus because
they did not renounce extraparlia-
mentary struggle and adhere solely
to the vparliamentary path. The
familiar tales about Sri Lanka being
a “Buddhist®', “basically agrarian’
or what-have-you country have
been trotted out once more. On
the other hand, the ultra-Left has
accused these parties of ‘parlia-
mentary cretinism' and forsaking
revalutionary perspectives.

The mainscream Left was undou-
btedly correct in rejecting infantile
theories that “power grows out
of the barrel of a gun™ or that
2 struggle cannot be revolutionary

unless it takes an armed form.
The disastrous LV.P. insurrection
of 1971, which was carried out

by an elite cadre divorced from
mass support and at 2 time when
neither the need nor the conditions
for armed struggle had arisen, did
tremendous damage to the Left
and progressive movement at a
crucial time. Incidentally, it should
be noted that the same J.V.P.
which condemned the Left parties
for Parliamentary opportunism, was
later to promise President layawar-
dene publically that they ‘would
never undercake such actions in
future but adhere to the strict
Farllamentary path,

Neverthless, the mainstream Left
parties must critically accepr that

the charge against them of an
over—parliamentary bias is not with-
out foundation. Although the two
Left parties have led almost all
the extra—parliamentary mass strug-
gles of any consequence in the
past half a century, they have not
always been able to strike the
correct balance between Parliamen-
tary and extra-parliamentary forms
of struggle, In which both weight
and priority is given to the latter
form. The neglect of work among
the plantation workers of Indian
origin after they were disenfran-
chised is also a sorry reflection
of this.

As far as united front tactics
are concerned, there s still no -
unity of view berween the wwo
maintstream Left parties on the
application of these tactlcs in the
period between 1951, when Mr
S. W.R.D. Bandaranaike broke from
the U. N, P. to form the 5. L. F. P.,
and 1970. It also so In regard to
the period of the United Front
government of 1970-76. As far as
the CPSL is concerned, its llth
Party Congress has adoptad and
published a detailed and self-cricical
review of work during this period,
emphasising both positive and nega-
tive aspects. As these matters still
separate many young radicals from
the mainstream Left movement,
more comprehensive clarity on them
is sorely needed.

A'new stage in the Left movem-
ent began about two decades age
after the L. 5. 5. P. separated from
the Fourth Internationzl and began
to distance fitself from the latcer’s
policies. After this a return to
positive positions and  traditions
of the first stage of the movement
but ac a new and higher leyel has
become possible. During this third
stage, the areas of difference bat-
ween the two parties have narrowed
and the areas of agreement have
exponded. Bilateral relations bet-
ween the two parties are cordial
and co-coperative, and both are
members of 3 common alliance that
includes cthe S. L M. P.

Of course, there are still areas
where greater clarity and common
understanding can be reached. In
regard to a just and final settle-
ment of the national question,
the left has to examine in greater
depth the two views on (I} whe-

(Continued on page 23)



Marxism and some features of
the Lanka Sama Samaja Party

Hector Abhayavardhana

The first statement of policy
put out by the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party is to be found in
the Manifesto adopted by its
founding conference on [8th De-
cember, 1935. Though the cadences
of its prose do not compare with
those of the famous “Communist
Manifesto”  written by Marx and
Engels in 1848, there Is much to
testify that the former document
had been greatly Influenced by
the latter. “All the world over
there is today,” it declared, *'a
fundamental conflict between two
sets of principles, which may form
the basis of Government policy:
they are the principles of dis-
integrating capitalism and those of
advancing socialism.” Even in Ceylon
it had been apparent for some
time that there was a growing
volume of socialist opinion. This
had now coalesced Into the new
party.

The group that launched the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party in Decem-
ber 1935 had really been formed
in 1933 and consisted primarily
of young men returned recently
from their studies in Western
universities. They had become
actlye in the Youth League move-
ment, in which political ideas
were being seriously debated;
had — some of them — engaged in
the first skirmish againsc racial
tactics In the workers’ movement,
resorted to by A. E. Goonesinha
in the Wellawatte Mills strike of
1932: and had in 1933 launched
the Suriya Mal movement that
provided the first opportunity to
young men and women among the
educated middle classes to shun
patronising attitudes and go to
the masses with understanding of
the identicy of their mutual
interests.

The LSSP had no formal pro-
gramme during the period of the
pre-war years. The Manifesto of
{935 came to be supplemented
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by Resolutions passed at the Annual
Conferences, which were held
regularly in the years 1936, 1937

1538, and provided the policy
directives to which the Party
adhered. From time Resolutions

were passed on current questions,
especially major international prob-

lems, by the Party's Executive
Committee, in which authority
was vested to make decisions

between annual conferences.

The Manifesto declared that
“the primary aim' of the L55P
was to establish a Socialist Society
in Ceylon. This meant a soclety
based on *“socialised production,
distribution and exchange of com-
modities.””  Since the principal
obstacle in the way of the strug-
gle for sociallsm was imperialist

rule, |t became Imperative to
struggle against Imperialism for
full national independence. The

vonly elements in our society”
capable of ‘whole-heartedly and
effectively” carrying out this strug-
gle against imperialism were the
wtoiling masses.” In emancipating
themselves, the *toiling masses”
would also emancipate all society
«from the tyrannies, superstitions
and prejudices of class, race, caste,
creed and sex which keep soclety
divided and enslaved.”

«The Tasks of Ceylen' in an
Appendix to the Programme of
the Bolsheyvik-Leninist Party of
India (in which the LSSP had
merged in 1942) that was adepted
in 1945, declared that: The LSSP
was formed in 1935 as a radical
mass party with an anti-imperialist
programme, which was however
vague in character.”” A Short
History of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party'’, published by the Party in
1960 on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the LSSP, cautioned
that, In order to understand the
role played by the Party In the
early years, [t is necessary TO
understand first that politics in
the contemporary sense did not
exist in Ceylon at the time of
the LSSP’s formation. 'Although

| A Paper presented to a symposivm on
Marxism and the Left Movement ot the
University of Peradeniya on 2-3 December,
[985. He Is widely regarded as the
leading theoreticion of the LSSP.

universal franchise had  existed
from 1931, elections did not pro-
ceed on party lines, and political
lssues were hardly raised voters
used to vote on caste, religious
or personal considerations. Palitics
was really confined to the English
educated few, and it was custo-
mary for public meetings to be
conducted in English”. In one
cense It could be said that the
LSSP really introduced palitics to
Ceylon. “Certainly, it brought
politics to the common people,
employing a language and terms
they could underseand.”

It is worth noting, In this
connection, that the 1935 Mani-
festo nowhere referred to the

special role of the working class
in the struggle for socialism. It
makes mention of the +toiling
masses” in several places and refers
to them as “the only elements
in our society which can whole-
heartedly and effectively carry on
the struggle against imperialism."
It further explains that the victory
of socialism will mean *the poli-
tical supremacy of the toiling
masses'’. This apprears to be at
variance with the clear and crisp
formulation of the Communist
Manifesto of 1848: =Of all the
classes that stand face to face
with the bourgeoisie today, the
proletariat alone is a really reve-
lutionary class. The other classes
decay and finally disappear in the
face of modern industry; the pro-
letariat is its special and essential
product.”

In seeking to evaluate this ap-
parent variance, it is useful to
remember that the Communist
Manifesto was written in [848.
By this time, Marx had not yet
developed his characterisation of
the proletarian as a man divarced
from ownership of the means of



production and compelled to pro-
duce surplus value for the capitalist
who purchases his labour power
in the market. The theory of
Surplus Value was initially  ex-
pounded in the secopd of Marx’s
seven economic notebocks thar
have been collected and made
known by the title of Grundrisse.
Marx worked on these notebooks
during the seven months Novem-
ber 1857 to May I858.

As late as 1843, Marx's concept
of the proletariat had a primarily
philosophical content. The early
years of capitalist development,
and especially the harrowing ex-
perience. of the first Industrial
revolution, had made the proleta-
riat the soclal arche-type of the

suffering  that could be inflicted
on contemporary human  beings.
Such negation of the universal

quality of being human made it
an Imperative task for the pro-
letariat to regain Its human con-
dition. This, in turn, invested the
proletariat with a world-histaric
mission. The struggle of the pro-
letariat to emancipate itself from
Its suffering, and negate itself as

8 class, could be the instrument
of the liberation of all human
beings.

Marx quickly realised that it

was insufficient to see the revo-
lutionary In the proletarian from
the sole angle of his lost huma-
nity. Revolution had to be the
repsonse  to  radical necessity
directly experienced by the pro-
letarian. This could not come
from theory alone, because theory
as such is inoperable and has to
be mediated. “Theory”, Marx
sald, “will only be realised in a
people In so far as it is the
realisation of their needs.” Revo-
lutionary theory has to pass into
practice as a response to radical
human needs. Going out to dis-
cover these needs, Marx found
them concretely in the proleta-
rian’s activity as a producer. The
role of production was elaborated
Into the fundamental premise of
all human history,

It was the immiseration of the
working people during the period
of the rise of capitalism that
provided German philosophy with
the initial impulse that culminated
in the international reyolutionary

movement that we know as
Marxism today. There were similar
conditions of Immiseration in the
villages, towns and plantations of
Ceylon at the time that the
LSSP was founded, especially In
the early nineceen thirties. Refer-
fing to normal conditions in the
villages, Sir lIvor lennings des-
cribed the standard of living as
being so low “that it is evident
that the great majority of people
In the wet zone —and an even
stronger case could be made in
the dry zone —are permanently
on the verge of starvation,' The
economic depression that began
in 1929 brought the tea, rubber
and  coconut plantations to a
virtual standstill, threw ocut casual

and permanent employees in vast
numbers from workplaces and
Government  departments, made

casual labour unemployable in the
villages and the peasants' meagre
produce unsaleable. Drought furcher
compounded the situation and the
epldemic of malarfa that followed
wiped out between 90,000 and
125,000 lives.

The Suriya Mal activists who,
quinine mixture in one hand and
packeted foodstuffs in the other,
went into the battle against rag-
ing malarial fever, could hardly
have anticipated the conditions of
misery and helplessness that they
saw. The feelings that welled
within them could not have been
entirely of the gentler variety.
Sterner emotions broke out of
the text of the Manifesto: +After
a hundred and forty years of
British Rule . the majority  of
our people are condemned to
work and die In poverty, squalor,
Ignorance and disease. " \Whila
the army of unemployed has
mounted to stupendous proportions
uncalculated and unprovided for,
while over 90,000 have in a few

months died of hunger and pre-
ventable malaria, reducing the
countryside to a graveyard, our
national leaders have been enter-

taining Royal Dukes and celebrat-
ing Ra?ah jubilees at public ex-
pense...” The temper of the men
and women who formed the LSSP
was perhaps greatly determined
by the Marxist ideas they had
gathered abroad and the pational-
mindedness that increasingly came

out of the Youth Leagues, But
what solidified their resolve never
to relent until imperialist and
native capitalist exploitation had
been extirpated from our society,
was the indelible imprint on their
memaries —of 90,000 to 125,000
men, women and children of all
ages golng to thelr deaths shiver-
ing fitfully and then blazing with
the faver of malarla,

If the LSSP chase the term
“toiling masses” to describe the
sections among the people that
would provide the base of the
new movement, rather than “pro-
letariat’’, cthis could not have
been because its principal leaders

were unaware of more precise
Marxist categories. As already
mentioned, pelitical consciousness

hardly existed except among small
sections of the English-speaking
middle-class, making a direct appeal
to class-belonging an unrewarding
exercisa. Besides, no npationalist
movement of any serious signifi-
cance had as yet come into being
in the country, thereby rendering
it Imperative that the widest
possible appeal, embracing all sec-
tions of the people, should be
made on behalf of the new party.
But there was also a further
consideration. The *proletarian’
or “worker' of 1935 was a far
different person from his contem-
porary namesake. There were no
more than a handful of induscrial
workplaces at the time fo that
the bulk of manual workers largely
performed menial functions. Many
of them were Illiterate and were
immigrants from Tamil Nadu or
Kerala. The man whom the Sinhala
term *'Kamkaruwa' connoted was
not only badly paid In relation
to other categories of the employed
population, but he was differently
clothed from the latter and was
unable to speak the language of
the privileged classes, English.

The dividing line between pri-
vileged and unprivileged in society
(however meagre the privileges
in the majority of cases) was
provided by the English language
and the Englishman's attire. Jan-
nings estimated that there were
350,000 people belonging to the
middle class out of a population
of 6,500,000. The urban workers
not enly belonged to the 6,000,000
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others, but they were scarcely
distinguishable from most of them.
The overwhelming majority of
workers were secluded on the
plantations, where they worked
in more abject conditions, and all

of them were Illiterate. There
was an Inferior soclal status at-
taching to the manual worker
which reflected the Impact of
prevalent caste attitudes. [t is
hardly surprising that today, the

ayerage worker rejects the word
wlamkaruwa'" preferring the more
statuswise neutral term ‘‘sevaka"
i.e. “employee.”

The appeal to the tolling mas-
ses as the basis of a ‘‘common
front of all elements striving for
emancipation'’ was concretised in
the Manifesto in a list of 22
Immediate demands. The demands
appropriately reflect the concrete
needs of the working people In
both the villages and urban areas
and are realisable within the
framework of normal capitalist
society. They embodied direct
remedies for the most urgently
felt needs of village cultivators
and wurban workers and their
families. The plantation workers
are lefc out of this charter, it
should be noted. The reason must
be that the founders of the LSSP
had ‘as yet little contact with
this section of workers and could
not think concretely enough about
their problems. There were three
demands relating to children: abo-
licion of domestic and industrial
slavery and free school books,
meals and milk in primary schools.
Demands relating to the villages
were for free pasture lands, seed
paddy without -interest, abolition
of irrigation rates and access to
forests for brushwood and timber.
The bullk of demands concerned
the workers, including unemploy-
ment Insurance, minimum Wwage,
8-hour day, factory legislation and
better and cheaper housing. The
general demands included Rent
Restriction, use of local languages
in police stations and lower courts
and Government departments, sick-
ness, old age and maternity bene-
fits, and progressive abolition of
all direct taxation.

These simple demands were
designed to serve also as a plat-

form on which the party would
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fight elections to the second State
Council that were due the follow-
ing year, Philip Gunawardena and
M. M. Perera, who won their seats,
continued to fight for them from

within the Stare Council in the
context of a hlistering campaign
against the British rulers and
their native henchmen. Many of
these demands were Introduced
and passed as motions in the
State Council, though some of

them were not [mplemented. Free
meals for school-children, use of

local  languages in lower courts
and police stations, restrictions
on child slavery, restoration of

Estate Duty, abolition of Irrigation
rates were demands that were
won. Others were defeated or
rendered [nnocuous. But the fight
that was conducted by the two
LSSPers In the Council, backed
by relentless pressure on the
Government from outside, took
the message of the party into
large areas of the country.

It has to be =ald, however,
that most of the LSSP's agitatio-
nal campaigns in the villages were
related to oppressive acts of the
Government or the need of wel-
fare arrangements for the people.
Questions of land ownership and
tenure or of productivity and
prices In agricultural production
did not engage the party's atten-
tion. A lengthy resolution on
village problems was passed at
the 2nd Annual Conference of the
party in 1937. But the demands
made were: (a) as much land free
of rent as peasants can cultivate;
(b} free pasture land in each
district; (<) seed paddy free of
interest; (d) abolition of Irrigation
rates; (e) stop arbitrary seizure
and shooting of cattle; (f) no
restrictions on tapping of palm
trees for sweet toddy; (g) repeal
of all restrictions on chena culti-
vaLors.

The first real programme adop-
ted by the LSSP was after its
affiliation with the Fourth Inter-
national, when a secret conference
attended by 42 delegates met in
April 1941, This programme had
the following to say about the
agrarian problem:;

“The bulk of the peasantry are
still proprietors although of un-
economic holdings. The frag-

mentation of holdings and the
joint ownership of fragmented
holdings, the heavy Ioad of
peasant Indebtedness, the absence
of credit and marketing facilities,
and the heavy indirect taxation
-of necessitles, all continue to
drive the peasant inte a chronic
state of degradation and misery.
At the same time, the number
of landless peasants has increased

and Is dncreasing even more
rapidly...

“ln Ceylon the scclal tasks of
the bourgeois-democratic revo-

lution, namely the liguidation of
landlordism and other feudal
forms, have already been accom-
plished,.. Consequently the deve-
lopment of the struggle against
Imperialism leads directly to the
proletarian revolution... For this
purpose, the working class must
win the support particularly of
the peasantry with whom links
exist already -in the landless
peasants and the small peasant
proprietors working on capitalist
estates. The prolecariat can win
for itself the support of the
peasants by the slogan of “'Land
to the landless' and establish
with this support the dictator-
ship of the proletariac."

In 1945, nearly three years
after the merger of the L55P In
the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of
India, 2 new programme was adop-
ted for the LS5F In Ceylon, This
had the following to say about
the agrarian problem:-

#The peasantry appears today as
a class of paupers, either the
proprietors of wholly uneconomic

plots of land, or share-croppers
for absentee landewners. In a
majority . of those cases, they
are compelled to work part-
time as hired labourers on the
plantactions and elsewhere. The
peasantry face only greater ruin
and pauperisation under imperia-
lism. Their sole future lies not
in the schemes of agrarian re-
form concocted by the big native

bourgecisie in order te win
political support, but in their
taking the revolutiopary road

aleng’ wicth the proletariat..,

“The BLPI (Ceylon Unit) puts
forward the following immediate



demands on behalf of the Ceylon
peasantry:
Mo Tariffs and Taxes ‘en
Mecessities; Abolition of Irri-
gation Rates; Free Pasture
Lands: Crown land: to the
Paasants.

uApart from these special slogans
and demands, and the qualifi-
cations noted above, the cran-
sitienal programme of the BLP]
to the

is an adequate guide

worle of the Ceylon Unit of
the party in _the transitional
period."

The early agitation among the
peasantry was not accompanied by
any attempt to bring them toge-
ther in mass organisations. Agi-
tation invariably took on a direct

pelitical character and, especially
in the post-war years, the LSSP
Youth Leagues were considered

organisations that were appropriate
for mobilising the peasantry for
partial struggles of any kind.
Organisational effort was concen-
trated on the building of trade
unjons in urban areas. The plan-
tation workers were not forgotten,
howaver. They were always re-
garded as the main detachments
of the working class and the task
of organising them In trade unions
was accorded high priority. Indeed,
the Bracegirdle episode of April
1937 arose out of the alarm of
the British tea planters that 2
white man resident on the plan-
tations should fraternise with plan-
tation ‘‘coolies" and maintain suspi-
cious relacionships with “Commu-
nists.” The defiance of the Gover-
and the courc and parliamentary
battles that followed had a deep
Impact on the entire country, The
plantation werkers could not but
have been influenced by it

VWhen Jawaharlal Nehru arrived
in Ceylon in 1938 to report on
the problems of people of Indian
origin in Ceylon to the high com-
mand of the Indian Mational Can-
gress, it became clear that he
had a mandite to set up an orga-
nisation of Ceylon Indians thar would
be affiliated to the Indian Congress
party., The proveocation for this
step was provided by the anci-Indian
agitation that had been let loose
by the Baron layatillaka — D. 5.
Senanayake ministerial combination,
The LSSP leaders made a fervant

appeal to Mehru to desist from
forming a Ceylon Indian Congress
since this would make the plan-
tation workers a pawn in the
communal machinations of Indian
businessmen In Ceylon. The appeal
failed and the Ceylon Indian Con-
gress was formed in 1939, Despite
this, the LSSF was able to proceed
with its organisational work on
the plantations. A wave of strikes
commenced in November, spread
rapidly in the Central Province and
thence to Uva. The militancy and
determination displayed by the
plantacion workers appeared to
confirm their ficness for the role
of leadership in the revolution that
the LSS5P envisaged. The British
Governor was alarmed by the
sltuation that was developing in
the midst of the war that was
on. The order went out for repres-
sive action against the party and
the arrest of its leaders,

The commencement of the war,
the strike-wave on the plantations
and the repression against the
party called for a radical change
in Its agitational mectheds and form
of erganised functloning., The first
step taken was to ensure that thera
was no criss-crossing of political
lines within the parcy, deriving
from undeclared entanglements with
organisations not approved by the
party itself. The Stalin-Hitler pace
was endorsed by a group in the
LS5P and it was clear there would
be many complications for the
future if there continued to bea
tendency in the LSSP that followed
a line dictated by Moscow, The
next step was to build an illegal
apparatus for the party and to
align its programme with tha Fourth
International to which the LSSP
pledged its support. The new pro-
gramme: of 1941 declared that:
“The only class capable of leading
the struggle against imperialism to
a sueccessful conclusion is the work-
ing class." Further, that the
working class was “the natural and
Inevitable organiser and leader of
the tolling masses for the aver-
throw of imperialism'. This pro-
gramme was amended in 1945 on
the ground that it was =Unsatis-
factory in its theoretical aspects,
chiefly because it adumbrates a
‘national’ revolution in Ceylen, which
is 2 false perspective'. The essance
of the correction was as follows:—

“The overthrow of British imper-
lalism is the indispensable condi-
tion for the liberation of Ceylon
from its backwardness, and of
[ts people from their present
misery and economic slavery. At
the same time, the revolutionary
struggle in Ceylon cannot proceed
in isolation, and with its own
independent forces, to the stage
of the overthrow of the imperi-
alist regime. Even at its highest
point of mobilisation, the revoly-
tionary mass movement in this
island alone could not, unassisted
from outside, generate the ener-
gies required to overcome the
forces which the imperialists
would muster in defence of their
power in Ceylon. which iz for
them not only a field of economic
exploitation, but a strateglc
outpost for the defence of tha
Empire as a whole...... On the
other hand, the complete eman-
cipation of India itself is unchin-
kable while Ceylon is maintained
as a solid basclon of British
power in the East. From this
point of view, we may say that
the revolutionary struggle in
Ceylon will be: bound  is with
that of the continent in all its
stages, and will constitute a
provincial aspect in relation to
the Indian revolution, as a
whaole",

This formulation of the Intimate
connection inherent in the revalu-
tionary struggle against imperialism
in Ceylon and India was, of course
the thinking that lay behind the
formation of the Bolshevik-Leninist
Party of India in which the LSSP
was the Ceylon unit, [t is difficult
to say whether the LSSP leaders
really believed that the Ceylon
party could permanently retain this
relationship to an Indian party if
the BLPl had taken shape as a
viable organisatlon. Even if the
Indian national struggle had resulced
in the revolutionary overthrow of
British imperialist rule, the LSSP
would have needed a free hand to
develop the anti-imperialist struggle
in Ceylon, If, as seemed probabla
however, the result of the national
struggle in India would be a cransfar
of power by the British to Congress
hands, the vested interests in Ceylon
were almost certain to have scirred
up anti-Indian feelings in the masses
to save themselves, if nothing elsa.
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The LSSP would then be gravely
handicapped if it functioned as the
Ceylon Unit of an [ndian party.

The LSSP leaders in the BLP|
were not unaware of this problem,
But their immediate wartime need
overshadowed all post—war possibi-
litles. The task was to throw the
full weight of the LSSP into buil-
ding a viable base for a unit of
the Fourth Interpational on the
Indian subcontinent. Rather then
ignore the entire problem of
Indo-Ceylon relationships, they limi-
ted themselves in the Programme
for Ceylon of 1945 to a clarifi-
cation of any doubr abour the
sovereignty of the Ceylon state.
The unity of the revolution in the
two countries, sald the Programme
did not mean that the Ceylonese
people would surrender their right
of self-determination. That right
did not currently exist under British
rule and could only become effec-
tive after the liberation of Ceylon.
This liberation would not become
a reality without a successful Indian
revolution — this was the basic
position of the Programme. In
the context of a successful revolu-
tion ‘‘the Ceylonese people and
they alone will decide the palitical
future of Ceylon, i.e. whether
Ceylon will enter an Indian Fede-
ratlon, or having entered such a
Federation, whether sha will at any
time secede therefrom.”

Post-war problems were a matter
of the future in 1942 and [943.
As the British armed forces retre-
ated before the lapanese advance,
the threat of invasion appeared a
likelihood in Ceylon. In that event,
It would be imprudent to leave
the LSSP leaders who were already
in detention to the doubtful mer-
cies of fascistic Japanese. The
decision was accordingly taken to
take the detenues ouc of [ail and
eventually help seme of them, at
least, to get across to India, This
was carried out by mid-1942.
Philip Gunawardena, Colvin R. de
Silva and M. M. Perera thus joinsd
Leslie Gunawardena who was already
in Bombay, where the BLPI head-
quarters were |ocated. Four power-
ful political personalities, wicth a
wealth of mass experience, were
introjected into a fledgling organi-

4

satlon sceking to acquire an All-
India image and a local mass base
In & few provinclal capitals and
some other areas. Having to operate
secretly, they were subject to
severe restrictlons, at the same
time as they had to cast a wide
propaganda net if they were to
be effective. The Indian collabora-
tors of the LSSP leaders had little
experience of mass activity, the
bulk of them being youthful
elements drawn into the new party
in the context of the proceeding
anti-imperialist struggle. Some of
the older local personnel had culti-
vated leadership fantasies of various
kinds and were not easy to work
with. Clashes of personality were
inevicable in such conditions.

Philip Gunawardena was not only
an Impetuous personality, but he
also was never a respecter of
persons. It was never his way to
be conciliatory in getting over
problems; he preferred to take
them headlong and impose his will
on them. It was not easy for
people of equal stature to keep
his goodwill without submitting to
him. For people of less stature
it was virtually impossible to do
so. It was ineyitable, therefore
that personal hostility should build
up against Philip on trivial consi-
derations, His mode of reacting
to such hostility did not permit
others always to take Philip's side.
The antagonism extended to other
matters invariably and to areas
outside Bombay, even to Ceylon.
As quite often happens where
people are withdrawn from society
for one reason or another, anta-
gonisms vanquish all other rela-

tionships and find other pretexts
for expansive persopal warfare.
The factional battle that sprang

up in the BLPI in Bombay had few
repercussions anywhere in India,
but it led to a catastrophic split
within the LSSP in Ceylon.

When the war came to an end
in 1945, Philip Gunawardena and
and M. M. Perera were once more
prisoners In Ceylon, having been
arrested in  Bombay In 1943 and
eventually handed over to the
Ceylon authorities. ©n their rele-

ase, Philip, N. M. and thelr faction
reconstituted themselves a: the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party, refusing
to have any connection with the
opposing faction which still func-
ticned as the Ceylon Unit of the
BLPI. They lssued a call for the
setting up of a Left Front which
appeared designed to rally all those
who had belonged to the pre-1942
LSS5P under their leadership. The
result was the formalisation of the
splic in the Ceylon party. Though
efforts at conciliation united both
factions for a while at the end
of 1945, the emergence of two
separate parties seemed unavoidable
Philip and N.M., the best known
of LSSP leaders with an unrivalled
record of militant championship of
the rights and interests of the
common people from the platform
of the State Council, had an advan-
tage over their opponents. The
latter were led by Colvin R, de
Silva and Leslie Goonewardene who
recurned to Ceylon towards the

end of 1946. To avoid the con-
fusion of two parties using the
LSSP name, the BLPl unit later

changed thelr name to Bolshevik
Sama Samaja Party.

The LSSP and the LSSP (Ceylon
Unit of the BLP|) went Into the

general election of 1947 as two
separate parties, They did not
clash In the same seats because

each of them adhered to the
allotment of seats that had been
made during the period of brief
unity at the end of [946. But
the splic had done enormous damage
to the prestige that the pame
“LSSP" had acquired in the pre-
vious ten years, especlally during
the war years. Even so the Philip
—M.M.—LS5P won D seats and the
Colvin-Leslie LSSP 5 seats out of
38 seats that both contested. There
seems little doubt that, had there
been no split to demoralise their
supporters and undo the [mpact
of some of their achievements,
the eleccion results may have beep
somewhat different. Mot merely In
the sense of a greater number of
seats for the LS5P but in respect
of the role It could have played
as the main mobilising Instrument
of the common fight against the
UMP.

{(To be continued)



Nationalism and the Crisis
of Bourgeois Political Theory

S. Sathanandan

{The author, who received his PhD from
Cambridge  University, is the son of T.
Satchithanondom, who contestad  Mallur ot
the [970 Elections, os the LS5P condidate.)

he current political climate in

Sri Lanka has generated new
interest among intellectuals in the
Mational Question (for Marxists)
or the Ethnic Issue (for non-
Marxists), and It has given rise to
numerous publications, This liter-
ature has (a) explored the histo-
rical (including cultural) roots of
the problem and (b) examined the
process of social reproduction of
the related ideology. However,
Omvedt's observation that ‘Marxism
as a political force...is in danger
of stagnating while other political
forces grasp the leadership't seill
remains valid.

‘MNational’ versus ‘Nationalist’
To begin with, the literature
in' Sri Lanka has made no attempt
to differentiate between the ‘nation-
al factor and the ‘nationalist’ phe-
nomenon. This distinction, which
has been emphasised by recent
scholars in the Sovier Unlon, s
an Indispensable analycical tool.

‘National' refers to the histo-
rical memory shared by a people,
be they tribe, clan or nation,
which confers upon that people a
unique identity, which is trans-
mitted to each new generation as
seulture’ through the medium of
musi¢, dance, language, literature,
religion, etc. This identity of a
people is autonomous in tha
sense that its origin is indepen-
dent of class struggle. Although
it distinguishes one people from
another, such identity of one
people is not by itself hostile
to the identity of another peo-

ple. This is evidenced by the
fact that different peoples have
co-existed peacefully over long

periods of time: the history of
Tamils and Sinhalese in 5ri Lanka
is a case in point,

In mational movements, a class

{er an alliance of n:lau’.sesa_l mabl-
lishes a people as a whole on
the basis of the ‘national’ factor

in order to capture State power;
and they Include Bourgeois Demo-
cratic Revolutions, Anti-Colonial
Movements and Anti-Imperizalist
Reyolutions.

‘Mationalist’ is an exclusionist
phenomenon, which is also based
on aspects of the ‘national’ and
Is activated by a class (or an
alliance of classes) but, in addition,
is vested with an ideclogy hostile
to other peoples. Where such an
ideology serves to mobilise a people
into hostile action against another
people, it gives rise to nation-
alist movements or nationalism,
examples of which are White
Racism and Nazism. ‘Natlonalist’
phenomena are induced and are
a funcclon of class scruggle: be-
cause, a people, composed of
antagonistic classes, do not auto-
nomously arrive at the consclous
and collectiva decision to engage
in hostile action against another
people. Instead, hostility against
another people is initiated by a
class at a particular historical con-
jucture in the pursuit of its own
specific politico-economic Interests.

In other words, the ‘national’
factor is ‘refracted through the
prism of class struggle® to produce
national as wall as nationalist
movements. The core ldeology of
national movements js the elimi-
nation of social oppression and
exploitation; hence the ldeclogical
character of national movements
has been described, for want of
a bateer word, as ‘progressive’.
In contrast, the Ideology of nation-
alist. movements legitimises the
continuation and ntensification of
exploitation, and often the exter-
mination, of other peoples.

Therefore, any analysis of nation-
alism must address at least three
questions; namely:

(a) Which class transforms the
non-antagonistic ‘national’ fac-
ter Inte the antagenistic ‘na-
tionalist® form ?

(b) How s
effected ?

this transformaticn

(c) What are the aims underlying
this transformation ?

An examination of these
tions in the 5ri Lankan
is beyond the scope of this
modest essay. But it must be
noted that the transformation or,
rather, the deformation of ‘national’
into  ‘pationalist’ s a political
process and that in a class society,
this change is crucially determined
by the level and intensity of class
struggle.

ques-
context

iMationalist’ phenomena arise when

a class advances {ts own politico-
economic interests as the general
interasts of a people as a whole.
This achieved by that class when
it clothes, its particular interests
in universal symbols, which are
drawn from the ‘national’ factor:
for example, it is well known
that in post—colonial Sri Lanka the
Sinhalese petit bourgeoisie has
exprassed its own fear of ecanomic
strangulation asa generalisad 'threat
to the Sinhalese language'. Wvhere
a class which activaces ‘nationalist’
phenomena has achieved political
hegemony, it has been able to
use the State apparatus to accen-
tuate nationalism: Apartheid prac-
tised by the South African State
is a case in point.

Marxism-Leninism has for long
been concerned with the study of
the production and reproduction
of nationalism. Since nationalism
creates obstacles to solldarity bet-
ween worklng classes of different
peoples, the main thrust of Marx-
ist—Leninist analysis has been

(2) tounderstand how the ‘national’

is transformed into the ‘na-
tionalist’, and
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(b) to overcome the obstacles
created by nationalism to work-
ing class solidarity In the
course of policical struggle.

Every revolutionary movement,
beginning with the October Revo-
lution, has addressed these lssues
and the Marxist-Leninist tradition,
far from lacking analytical rigor,
in facc has provided the most
effective znalysis of nationalism.

Due to their failure to distin-
guish between che ‘natiopal’ and
the ‘nationalist’, non-Marxist scho-
lars have accused the Marxist-
Leninist tradicion of underestimat-
ing or ignoring the ‘force of
nationallsm’; and it would appear
that these scholars in fact refer to
the neglect of the *national’ factor.

This is true insofar as the
Marxist-Leninist tradition has not
sought to engage in an abstract
study of the ‘national’ factor di-
vorced from the political reality
of class struggle. Since the na-
tional factor can rarely be found
in society In Its pure state, such
a study is a sterile academic
exercise. The ‘nationalist’ pheno-
mencn that exists in reality is a
product of a complex interaction
between the ‘national’ factor and
class struggle in which class stuggle
is determinant.

But the bourgeois mind seeks
to do the Impossible: to concep-
tually disaggregate nationalism and
class struggle and to study the
nationalist’ phenomenon in the
mistaken belief that what is being
examined Is the ‘national’ factor;
and it has been assumed that a
inationalist’  ideoclogical construct
Is not determined by class struggle

because the ‘nationzl’ factor on
which it Is based is independent
of class struggle. Invitably, the

non—Marxist theoreticians who adopt
this approach analyse class-deter-
mined ‘nationalist’ phenomena with-
out reference to class struggle.

In contrast, Marxism-Leninlsm
begins with class struggle and
‘moves backwards' to reconstruct
the ‘nacionz]® and ‘steps forward'
to comprehend the ‘nationalist’.

4
Counter-revolution:
MNationalism as Communication

Assertions about alleged weak-
nesses of Marxist-Leninist theory

I6

are not merely the products of
a profound ignorance of the Marx-
isc-Leninise tradition; they also
serve a counter-revolutionary func-
tion of setting the stage for
propagating bourgeois or ‘liberal’
models of analysis, which are often
presented, In the Populist tradition,
as neither bourgeois ner Marxist—
Leninist bue, Instead, as a non—
existent ‘third path® of analysis.
Mationalism as Communication?® is
a case In polnt.

The basic assumption underlying
this approach is a bourgeois view
of the population as consumers
of :natienalist® ideslogy, which is
seen to be ‘packaged” In myths
and symbols and is ‘supplied’ through
the means of communications. So,
the strategy for combatting nation-
alism is staggeringly simple: launch
an Ideclogical attack to ‘demistify’
the myths and symbols, not un-
like an advertizing campaign con-
ducted to undermine product loyalry
by educating the public on the
dangers of consuming a given
praduct |

The non-Marxist intellectuals seek
to educate the working classes
out of their propepsity to respond
to myths and symbols which form
part of the 'national’ factor. This
is to be achieved by (a) gaining
access to competing channels of
communications to the working
classes and (b) engaging in a
rational discourse with the work-
ing classes to expose the irra-
tionality which underly myths and
symbols.

Thus, the bourgeois mind s
Incapable of understanding the dia-
lectical nature of change; and it
simply cannot grasp the fact that
one set of myths and symbols is
neutralised only by the counter-
vailing power of another set of
myths and symbols: the Hammer
and Sickle is an example. The work-
Ing classes, without any assistance
from non-Marxist intellectuals, learn
about the irrationality of the former
set of myths and symbols in the
course of this dialectical transforma-
tion, which is political in character,

Unable to organise the working
classes for this political struggle,
non-Marxist intellectuals fall back

to a Populist position: they set
out on the missionary endeavour
of :teaching' the working classes
to separate the good (‘national’)
from the evil (‘nationalist’). The
fact that these intellectuals will
fail to execute this utopian task
needs no further elzboration.

Footnotes

I, Omvedt, Gajl, Marxist Theory and
Mationalism®, Lanka Guardian, Yol. 8,
Mo. 4, July/15/85 p.17.

2. Deutch, K., Naotionalism as Social Com-
munication, Cambridge: MIT Press, 1966,
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CAT’S EYE

FEMINIST OR FEMININE?

Feminism and the reconceptualisa-
tion of gender that it entails Is
generating some  Interesting new
roles for women. Particularly in
the media, we confront not only
house-wives, mothers, secretaries
and beauty queens, but recently,
sharp-shooting military women.

Consider the recent front page
news-item highlighting the skill of
women pistol-shooters, who were
described as ‘no second to the
men'". Clearly, these women were
admiringly presented as challenging
yet another male preserve.

Consider also the sensational
new Sinhala film, Sura Doothiyo
which conflates feminism with macho
—militarism and tries to rescue
femininity from feminism.

The film is not about brains,
in fact dumbness is more than a
metaphor In this incoherent blot
and unconvincing cast of characters:
it is (more) about beauty and
(less about) brawn. The three sura
doothiyo are hand-picked by men,
trained by men, hired by a man
(the good guy) to mete justice out
to other men (the bad guys). As
the film progresses (or meanders)
it appears that there sura doothiyo
are only apparent herolnes in a
world managed by men.

According to actor and stunt-
director—turned film director (and
this transformation Is utterly trans-
parent), Robin Fernando, “Univeral
feminism Is emerging as a now force,
They (women) have bargained their
traditionally submissive existence
for a more socially responsible iden-
tity.” On a naive and superficial
level, the film would seem to
agree. The three women are tough

and smart. They can ride a horse,
drive a motor-cycle on difficulc
terrain and steer a motor boat
without capsizing. They can shoot
straight with a pistel or cross—
bow and even strangle karate ex-
perts with a deft twist of a shawl,
They overcome some very dangercus
crooks who include ganja collectors,
counterfeit dealers and gun runners.

However, the film's definition
of “universal feminism™ Is really
glamourised militarism. A good
part of the first half of this stunt
film concentrates on how the sura
doothiyo train for their job.
Instructed by men, they swing
across pits shoot down rope pulleys,
crawl through pipes, race across
plank bridges over fire, pits, climb
frames and perfect target shooting.
In the context of the rapid mili-
tarisation of contemporary Sri Lanka,
this argument, that participation
in male war-games enables women
to be equal to men, is particulary
insidious. It dulls the Impact of
and legitimises the horrific (not
heroic) consequences of violence
and counter-violenca,

Sura Doothiyo is clearly uncom-
fortable with its (militant) feminise
heroines. So, the film constantly
reassures us through chic clothes,
coy looks, girlish giggles and the
verbal cliches of pulp romantic
fiction, that our heroines have not
lost their femininity. (Oddly enough,
the seductive innuendoes are hardly
explored; in fact, they are either
lgnored or interrupted.) For the
main part of the film, the three
sura doothiyo have no oppor-
tunities to exercise their impressive
physical skills. They are able to
infiltrate the underworld relying
en beauty, not brawn (or much
brain). Consequently, in this part
of the film, the stunt ‘action® js
handled by the men; notably, the

monctonousiy nolsy, repetitive an-
tics of the motor-bike riders.

The pendulum swings from 'femi-
nity" to “militant feminism' in
the final climactic sequence of the
film. Each heroine overcomes single-
handedly, not only the crook she
was assigned to but also  his
particular gang of thugs. Then,
collectively, they seek out the
elusive ring leader, kill him and
rescue their captive employer.

If the film had ended here, the
message would have seemed unrea-
listically radical for this box-office
hit-to-be. Therefore, it is not
surprising that in the end, *femi-
ninity”" wins over “feminism’'’. The
three heroines shed their sweat
suits, caps and arms for the Kandyan
osariya, (indian) sari and shoulder
~baring wrap-around, and are warmly
congratulated by their male emplo-
yers. The temporary disruption of
(conventional) gender stercotypes
superficially explored using arms-
weilding, tough-zcting women, re-
verts the ceonventional equilibrium,
‘‘universal feminism" notwithstan-
ding.

WOMEN'S SONGS OF
PROTEST

At a recent feminist workshop
on creativity, joined by women
from various parts of the country,
progressive new lyrics were com-
posed and sung lustily to familiar
old tunes. For example, to the
catchy baila tune, Suranganita
malu genawa, Tamil women den-
ounced male chauvinism and the
domestic oppression of (Tamil wo-
men. This seng was sung togethar
by Tamil and Sinhala women in
Tamil and later a Sinhala version
of each wverse alternated with a
Tamil one. Here are some verses
of the Tamil original in English
translation:
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Chorus Sumangali, Sumangali, | brought a thali for Sumangali
Thali, thali, thali, a 10 soverelgn thali
| brought a thali for Sumangali

| want @ house and a car

A dowry of one lakh

and a long-haired woman who [s fair

A woman fluent in English

Some foreign exchange and a spensor

She must know to cook
She must know to sew

and must bear me just two children

He says he wants a dowry
He says he wants a house

He says he wants me to be his slave

| don't want his thali

| don't want to be imprisoned
| just want to live my own way

The Sinhala

WOmen

composed a feminist anti-war song which
they sang together with their Tamil sisters to

the tune of the

popular Sinhala song. Kanda Surinduni (Kataragama). Below are some

lines from this song:

Having borne sons and sent them to war

Mothers of the South are wailing over here

Their sons killed and their daughters raped

Mothers of the Morth are wailing over there

The tears of both sides are submerging our country.

In a world where men are kings,

where women are trampled down
In such a world how can there be peace

]» repeat

Let our voices be heard, may they echo and re-echo

These are but a few examples of recent

efforts by women to

explore alternate forms of media and share their ideas across those
ethnic and class bounderies that have been defined and are maintained

largely by men.

Dear Cat,

On 30cth MNov. 1985 | went to
a society dance at a newly opened
luxury hotel in Colombe. It was the
vsual sorr of ‘de’ which one goes
to at this time of the year. How-
ever, a local cabaret had had been
arranged.

At the start a burly man who
looked like a len tamer appeared
on the stage and introduced 2
heavily made up young women In
the usual scanty costumes, | was
expecting the usual tepid |0 minutes
of exotic dancing, but instead the
act had the two girls suggestively
pawing each other as parc of the
act. If that was not bad enough
to my utter embarrassment, they

stripped down to their g-strings
and continued to stroke and caress
each other at every stage until
the end of the act much lacer,

| am not a puritan by any
means, but |am a modern thinking
weman, | cannot express my shame
at having to sic through so crude
a performance of sexual exhibitio-
nism. The act had no intrinsic
value. As an artistic plece it was
shabby and second rate, It had no
purpose but sexual titillation.

As a woman | burn with shame
at the exploitative system that
forces women to use their bodies
in this demeaning way. Mo [ess
lowering in the eagerness o f the

male audience for this type of vica-
rious sexual stimulation.

I am equally surprised at the
lack of sensitivity of the men who
will go to the ‘manager’ of these
women and arrange for such a
performance at their special social
functions. These men are highly
respected members of our society,
They are men who belong to service
organisations for the betterment
of society. Meost of all, they are
ordinary men with wives, sisters
and daughters whose bodies, privacy
and theonour' they would themselves
place beyond any price. Yet they
are prepared to put their money
down to watch the degradation of
less fortunate women for a moment
prurient excitement.

| place no blame on the dancing
women who are, after all, only
new slaves to their economic
masters just as they have been
from the very beginning of ‘civili-
zatlon’,
Yours sincerely,

Yasmin Weerakoon.

FIFTY YEARS. ..
{Continued from page &)

separately from the economy of
the whole country. Warst of all,
large masses of the people in
those areas are certainly wondering
whether the situation has drifred
so far towards a breach as to be
irreparable.

It is a terrible thing to have
to say to cthese our rulers and
the people of our country that
the LS5P warned the councry early
against the policles which resulced
in this terrible trend, and placed
before them the enly pelicy line
that could reverse it and restore
a common life in our common
councry.

The LSSP has always been a
struggle organisation. o will con-
tinue its struggle in the new
sicuation where democratic liber-
ties: and freedoms, just like elec-
tions. and referenda, have become

a pretense. WWe are a party that
has prmre:i Its capacity to  con-
tinue. the «class and liberacion
struggle  [n  the most adverze

conditions, as for Instance during
the last world war!



IN THE PHILIPPINES TODAY — 2

Management by
"IUSiOh — Cory Agquino

f wae were to characterize the
style of leadership of Mr. Mar-
cos, the phrase that would best
describe it is “Management by
illusion®. But the reality is that
the regime of Mr. Marcos is
finished. Mo amount of media
manipulation or officious bravade
can change the reality of our
economic and moral desolation,
Mr. Marcos faces the -classic
dilemma that every dictator
must eventually reach — he is
running out of illusions and
of options, and can only con-
tinue in power by the use of
force or fraud.

If we are so certain that Mr.
Marcos has his back agalnst the

wall, Is It possible then to dis-
place him without resorting to
the use of viclence and thereby

triggering the cycles of instabilicy

and suppression that his removal
seeks to avoid? This, | am sure,
is a question that ranks high in

the minds of investors,

Those of us who believe in
peaceful processes know that this
is a difficult middle ground to
take, But we have to hope.
For the sake of our country we
have to hope that a safe passage
is possible. I am confident that
a peaceful political solution is
possible, | base my confidence
principally on four factors: first,
the capacity of opposition parties
to unite; second, the electoral
militaney of the awakened Filiping;
third, the moral leadership of
the church; fourth, the reform
movement [n the milicary.

| am confident that the oppo-
sition will unite under one candi-
date when the presidential elec-
tions: are held. For there are
more shared values than personal
ambition which are deeply felt
and will ultimately prevail.

| am confident that, as in the
1984 elections, the ordinary citizen

will appear in great numbers to
support the Mational Citizens
Movement for Free Eleceions and
the public school teachers in safe-
guarding the ballot.

| am also confident that politi-
cal parties and the citizenry will
be able to draw support from
two Important sectors of society
— the church and the military.
Both have a dominating presence
in the countryside, and cthis s
where the insurgency problem is
critical and where sixty percent
of the voters reside. We have
reason to hope that both sectors

will play their rightful role at
the proper time.
The moral leadership of the

church and how it Is expressed
and exercised will influence the
degree of Involvement of the so-
called silent majority. The church

is already outspoken and active
on issues of human rights and
total human development. The
appeal of Its wider mission |In

society Is reflected in the increase
of priestly vocations, especially
from the rural areas, a phenome-
non unusual in Cathelic countries
today.

With respect te the military,
there is not a single scenario for
transition in which It will not be
a decisive factor. And although
I am convinced that misguided
elements in the milicary had a
direct hand in the assassination of
Minoy, | am not prepared to
condemn all 13,000 officers and
the entire military establishment
for a heinous crime committed
by a handful of Mr. Marcos® most
loyal henchmen. | am also encou-
raged to learn that precisely be-
cause the honor and integrity of
the entire officer corps has been
tainted by the reprehensible aces
of a small minority, a reform
movement has now emerged within
the milicary establishmen:, and

This
movement is characterized by ge-

Is growing in strength.
Idealism, and Is
the use of cons-
It is alse sup-
retired military

nuina military
committed to
titutional means.
ported by many

officers with impeaccable creden-
tials, g

My frlends, in conclusion, let
me appeal to you. Writa off
the Marcos regime, but do

not write off the Philippines.
Although Mr. Marcos has devas-
tated our economy and our
democratic insticucions, ours is a
country rich in both human and
natural resources. I is. also a
country with an Innate sense of
morality and fair play that some-
how surfices in times of deep
crisis.

Minoy never lost faith in the
Filipine. In fact, twelve years
ago on August 27, 1973, when
Ninoy was brought to trial before

a military commission, he declared:

u] have falth in
| believe that
resources at his

the Filipino.
with all the
disposal and

given the facts and the truth,
the Fillpine ‘can  resolve any
difficulty and achieve his vision

of a good and just society".

| have
involved in the
struggle for the restoration of
our rightsand freedoms. 1 made
a pledge to my husband, when
I kissed him in his coffin,
that | would continue his fight
for the cause of justice and
democracy. It would seem that
many men and women from almost
all sectors of society have been
inspired by Ninoy's courage and
sacrifice and have also commicred
themselves to the cause. VWhen
teachers, students, priests, nuns,
businassmen, laborers, profassionals,
housewives and even grandmothers

(Continued on page 20)

In' the past two years,
become deeply



The Singapore girl is in trouble

In the days of the United Front's
‘closed econemy’ and austerity,
Singapore was Sri Kotha's vislon
of Mirvana on earth. The nearby
city-estate and shopping paradise
was also the tantalising dream of
a frustrated upper-middle class for
whom the air-conditloned super
market was the symbol of the
consumerist Good Life.

The vision has gone sour, the
dream is fading. Now an official
committee of experts has repor-
ted to the government that it
should re-think its free-market
policy and proceed to protect
local industries: Protectionism in
Mr. Lee's Kuan Yew's Singapore has
been a cardinal sin. And it was
to Mr. Lee’'s Economics Minister,
Dr. Goh, the Ludwig Erhard of
Singapore, that the UMNP turned
for advice on the re-structuring
of Sri Lanka's own economy. Dr.
Goh is no lenger in the same post.

Recently, Prime Minister Lee
told the Asahi Shimbum that Sin-

gapore’s economy will contract by
284 in 1985, and he sees no im-
provement in 986, = The 22;
deceleration is one of the severest
of any country In [1985. (ln 1984
Singapore's growth was B.154).

In 1985, several multi-pational
companies, the ‘great white hope'
of Singapore's development pro-
gram, quit the country, leaving at
least 50,000 employees out of jobs.
The foreign companies blame high
eosts, and Singapore's resolve to

keep the Singapore dollar strong.
Singapore blames the US, Its slow
growth and protectionism for the
city-state's current woes. Singa-
pore |s heavily dependent on LS
trade.

But even if the US economy
picks up, Singapore will be in
trouble on many fronts, especially
its construction industry. As for
tourism, four-star hotels are now
offering cut-rate prices that com-
pare favourably with the YMCA!

Management. . .

(Continued from page 17)

and grandfathers join ws In our
protest rallies and demonstrations,
then | realize In wonderment and
fulfilment that indeed, as Nino
said: “The
dying for”.

Perhaps | can best describe the
prevailing sentiments and atticudes

Filipino is worth

of most of the opposition forces
by again quoting from Minoy who
wrote the following in 1977 from
his prison cell in Fort Bonifacio:

| haye done what | belleve
s my duty to do. | have
wrested from life the jog and
freadom of doing what has to

be done, speaking what has to
be spoken, and leaving the
consequences up to God".

Ceylon Supply and Development Co. Ltd.

W-3 5th Floor, Ceylinco House,

Colombo 1.

For all your requirements of

Construction Equipment
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SRI LANKA CRICKET — 2

Can we produce
fast bowlers ?

— Sarath Fernando interviewed by H. N. Fernando (President, Ceylon Teachers Union)

Q.

A,

How do you regard our batting?

When a batman joins the Sri
Lanka team at a younger age
his standard is very high, After
a few seasons most players
become slow and Jose footwork
and concentration. When they
get established they seem very
reluctant to go for their shots
and do not play their normal
game. This has led to failure.
I think with age they try to
be extra cautious. Senlor
players should be allowed to
play their normzl game. Too
much adyice by outsiders can
ruin a good batman.

What Is the reason for the
shortoge of spinners at national
level?

During my playling years at
national level same set of spin-
ners were always used against
foreign teams. They used Nell
Chanmugam, D. S, Da Silva,
Alich De Silva and Lalich Kalu-

peruma: They never tried any
other spinners, This was a
mistake.  And | think is the

cause for lack of good spinners
today. Take for example the
Woest Indians. After Frank
Woarrell retired, for several
years West Indian cricket was in
a crisis because they did not
infuse young bloocd. The only
youngster was Clive Lloyd. But
then they started trying new
faces. It paid very goe?dividends
and they reached the top. Pre-
sently the Board is trying a
few youngsters like Roger Wije-
sooriya, Don Arunasicl, Gamin|
Perera, and Sanjeeva Weera-
singhe. | cannot understand why
Roshan Jurangpathy was given
to bowl only 2 overs after
including him as a spinner.
Then they should not have
played him. MNow at a certain

Q.
A,

period India had 4 world class
spinners in Bishen Bedl, Pras-
sanpa, Chandrazekar and Yenka-
taraghevan. VWhen they retired
India had a erisis of spinners.
They had only Dilip Doshi.
Even today India Is trying out
several youngsters.

How is our pace attack?

Our pace attack is quite sufficient
at the moment. But you must
not over bowl them without
rest. This what happened to
Rumesh, Saliya and Ashantha
In Pakistan. They were fully
exhausted after the Indian series.
But Ravi Ratnayake was very
fresh and he did well. You
must encourage Youngscer like
Rumesh Ratnayake to indulge
in other games like Basket Ball
or Football to keep fit during
off seasons,

Tell me something about ericket
eoaching! How competent are our
coaches?

Correct coaching is needed
during the first few formative
years of a youngster. After
that what Is needed is correct
guiding and they should be
taught tactics, A player can be
corrected at an early age, But
it is very dangerous to correct

him at latter stage. Once they
acquire a certain style it js
not advisable to changa it

They should be advised on
tactics. You should use your
brain. When | was bowling at a
peak in my carreer a cricket

administrator who Is still a
selector advised me not to
bow! several cypes. He advised
me to bowl one type. But

in my career | bowled several
types (inswing, cutters etc)
And | captured lot of wickets.
If | had listened to that person
| may not have reaped such

a2 harvest. Our coaches ara
really competent. But every
Sri Lanka cricketer cannot
bocome a coach. | feelte be
a succesful coach you need
not always be a succesful cricke-
ter. There are many good
coaches in our midst who have
never played even ‘Sara’ cricket.
What should be the outlook of
a cricket coach?

He should be impartial. He
should not have favourices. All
his pupils must be treated on
equal terms. A good coach
should not bother about family
connections. He must be able
Lo spot the talent.. That is
why | got the opportunity to
reach the top. My first coach
at Moratuwa Vidyalaya former
Ananda ericketer Mr. Bertram
De Silva was very good.

In Pakistan the Manoger of the
5ri Lanka side Mr. Abu Fuard
said histeam was the best available
Any comments? :

| cannot understand why he
made that statement. It s
not clear on what basls he
made this statement, Does this
mean that these are no playars
in the Island to replace the

resent team? If he meant that
r totally diszgree.

And | must point another impar-
tant factor. There are a lot
of talented yougsters who are
knocking at the doorto enter
the test side. So if we say
that the present test players
cannot be replaced for another
few years we are actually
discouraging the youngsters.

Does the prestigious Colombo Clubs
discriminate against Outstation
Cricketers?

Favouritism - towards cricketers
from privileged schools prevail
in leading Colombo Clubs. They
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usually favour Colembo big
school boys. But If they find
a player from an outstation
school or from a2 non-privileged
school they will readily have
him. Suppocse he falls In2 or
3 matches that will be the
end of his career. | have played
for a Colombo Club after win-
ning the Sri Lanka ‘Cap’. In
all the matches | was not
used a5 a bowler till the score
reached 200. | got disgusted
and told the coach that | can’t
continue. Thizs coach was a
gentleman. He pursuaded me
to continue and eyen with
the old ball | captured wickets.
If that is the treatment for
a senior player what will be
the fate of youngsters from
the outstations.

How is the present S5ri Lankad
team. Have you played with
them?

Present team Is quite alright
| have played along with Duleep
Mendis and Roy Dias. All the
others are newcomers.

Is the present Sri Lanka squad
physically fit for a strenuous
tour?

| think several players are
lacking fitness. | have mentioned
ezrlier about the pace bowlers,
A player's fitness can be judged
by how he fields and more

in the field. If a player Is
slow on the field that is a
clear indication of physical
fitness. |[f a player Is not 100%;

physically fit he cannot give
off the best. That's what hap-
pend to most of our senior pla-
yers in Pakistan. Let usanzlyse
our problems patiently.

Can't we produce fost bowlers?

Why not. You <can train a
boy to bewl in 6 menths. But
it Is not easy to get physically
fit strong rupners. A very
good example s Darrel Lieversz,
He was a top class sprinter
and a quarter miler. In the
outstations you can find enough
good athletes. Take the case
of W. Wimaladasa, the fastest
quarter miler we ever produ-
ced. True that he did not
play cricket. But such athlete
can be turned Into a good

speedster., Take the case of
Michael Holding. A good quar-
ter miler. So cricket Board
must go to the outstations.
Especially to outstation schoaols.

You came from an under privi-
leged school what chances have
they to produce good cricketers?

In my time there were a Iot
of talented ericketers |n under
privileged schools. A very few
of them did even gota break
to play first class Cricket,
Even today there is immense
talent In these schools. But
it Is very unfortunate that when
these ericketers come up under
difficult conditions they are
ignored.

Do the cricket administrators
discriminate against players from
such schools?

There i lot of diserimination
even today.

What is your advice for future
cricketers?

Young cricketers should be
always physically fit. | have
sald about that before. | mean
about other games. Running
is also very Important. You
must be fic throughout the
year.

What is the standard of umpiring?

Standard of umpiring in Sri
Lanka is quite high and most of
our umpires are impartial. But
there are exceptions — there
are black sheep.

Do they favour the affluent?
I mean the umpires.

During my playing years (1959
1975) there were umpires who
were not impartial. Some of

them had their favourites. Now
this is a wvery Interesting
incident. In a Sci Lanka final

I played when | was bowling
a particular batsman playing
his first over faced me. He
was trapped leg before wicket
and we made a confident appeal.
But the Umpire turned down
our appeal. This batsman went
on to score 90 odd runs.
Then he was out LBW. off
my bowling in identical manner.
This same umpire who disaliow-
ed the earlier appeal, ruled him

out L.B.W. He was known
to me personally, so after
the match | asked him about
him first decision. You know
his answerl The batman In
question should play for Sri
Lanka and that 15 why he
disallowed our appeal. Then
| asked him about my chance.
[s 1t that | should not play?
My skipper a foermer Sri Lanka
skipper intervened and dragged
me out, That was a black
sheep, but there very good
umpires. Umpires cannot be
blamed always. Somes umpires
get upset in the middle of
the ground. Umpires Associa-
tion must be able to select
correct people (who do not
get excited) to umpire at
national level.

The Board of Control for Cricket
in  Sri Lanka has appointed
Mr. Abu Fuard as Manager of
the Sri Lonka cricket team for
a period of 3 years? What Is
your opinion.

In our country we have a
dedicated set of former Sri Lanka
Cricketers with immense expe-
rience here and abroad who can
manage many teams efficlently.
The type of appointment
for a lengthy period deprives
them of manpaging our test
side. And | personally feel
when the Chairman of the
selection committee s also
the manager for such a long
period it will have a negative
effect on the players. It might
lead to internal friction ameng
the players.

What are the reasons behind
our failure In Pakistan?
The two test series against

India and Pakistan were played
within a short space. There
was not enough time between
the two series for our players
to rest. Our players are still
not accustumed to such strenu-
ous work. Our side does not
have a single professional player.
Professional players are used
to this type of play.

How Is our fielding?

Cur 5ri Lanka side possesses
some very good fielders. Among

(Continued on paoge 23)




PAST, PRESENT . ..
(Continued from page 9

ther the problem can be solved
on the basis of non-discrimination and
the devolution of substantial central
powers and functions to different
areas, or (2} whether it also re-
quires recognition of the Sri Lanka
Tamils as a distant nationality to
whom Marxist-Leninist teachings on
reginal auconomy, self-determinat-
ion and at the same time, the
unity of the working people of
all naticnalities and ethnic groups
should apply. Similarly, in the
international arena, while all sec-
tions of the mainstream Left now
accept the great importance of the
fight for peace and disarmament,
some sectlons see [t a5 one many
important struggles while others
regard it as the central and
decisive issue In the global struggle
against imperialism in the nuclear aga.

There are also other questions
which require deeper study. How
for instance, to develop mass
struggles under conditions of neo-
colonialism; how to unite and
mobillse the working class under
conditions of governmental terror
on one side, and on the other
side, under conditions where the
level of proletarianism among the
workers [s still weak, when petcy-
bouregois influences are still strang,
and where bourgeols parties have
used political patronage to set up
divisive trade unions; the agrarian
question; the changes within the
intelligensia; the fight to defend
even bourgeois democratic rights
and processes from attacks from
the bourgeoisie itselfl; and the new
threats posed by the increasing
militarisation of public life.

It will naturally take time for
past and present questions such as
these to be discussed and, as far
as possible, common understanding
reached. This dialogue must also
take place within the framework
of consolidating and carrying further
forward the unity that has already
besn reached.

The 50th anniversary of the
foundation of the L.5.5.P. should
therefore be not merely an occasion
for understandable celebration. It
should also be the start of a
deeper study of past experience,
the unresolved problems that the
movement has inherited from the
past, and the new problems that
it has to face now and in the
future.

Can we produce . .,
(Continued from page 22)

our cricketers some are very
good fielders. Some are good

at covers and gully etc. You
must allow them to field at
their fayourite positions. This
cannot be done always. | have

found a good fielder is 2 good
batman.

Q. Cricket s g very expensive game.
B80S of our children come from
poor families. What should the
Cricket Foundation do to help
poor cricketers?

A. In my days a pair of boots
cost only Rs. 125/-and a Bat
only Rs. 200(-. MNew a good
bat costs more than Rs. 2000/-.
Today a pair of boots costs
about Rs, 800/-. They should
equip all cricketers at school
and first class level wich all
the material at concessionary
rates or they must evolve a

scheme to provide material free- |

Iy to deserving players. Cricket
Foundation should use all its
resources to help Cricketers.

Q. Is it advisable for the players
to form their own organisation?
That Is a Players' Association

to safe guard their interests os
in England.

A. |feel it is a necessity. Because
the game of cricket depends
on the players. So player's
interestsshould be looked after.
Even today players have a lot
of prievences at Club and
MNational level,

Q. Who is the best captain  under
whom you piayed for Sir Lanka?

A. Michael Tissera. He had a very
good knowledge about the

players under him. And he |

knew how to get the best
out of his players. | was an
cutstation player who repre-
sented Sri Lanka. Under his
captaincy he gave all the oppor-
tunities to shine.

LSSP — a shaping . . .

(Continued from page 4)

Senanayake, he was best loved
and admired as ‘the father of the
Revolution®.

The detention of his son, Indika,
whose brother, Dinesh, now leads
Philip’s MEP, has prompted a
@ non—party protest campaign which
has gained support from the S5.L.F.P.

The first meeting was convened
by Batapola Anomadassi Mayake
Thera, other  wellknown monks
and Christian priests, and a small
group of human rights activists.
The second meeting was atrended
by the Asst. Secretary of the
SLFP, Mr. Ariya Bulegoda and the
party's trade union leader, Mr.
Alavi  Moulana.  Already, Mr.
Amarasiri Dodangoda, SLFP MP had
signed the |Initial statement of
CROPP (See LG Dec. I5).

The meeting decided that these

events represented a ‘“new stage
in the erosion of civil libercios
and democratic rights”. It gave
three main reasons for these
developments :

(1) The growing economic
discontent among thr peasantry,
the urban wage-earners and the
salaried middle classes,  (See

TRENDS).

(2) The UNP's failure %to find
a just and peaceful settlement to
the echnic conflict,

(3) The alienation of the State
from the masses starting from the
postponement of elections by the
Dec. 1982 referendum.

— M de S.
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Ohir business

goes beyond tobacco.

For wall over five decades we have been invalved in the tobacco industey in
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Travellers Cheques

Purchasing/Encashment

Drafts

Encashments

Thomas Cook

The trusted name in travel. Everywhere.
245, Galle Road, Colombo 4.Tel. 580141,580275
(Opp. Holy Family Convent)
Head Office: 15, Sir Baron Jayatilleke Mawatha,

GARADS

TEL. 545971-4 COLOMBO |.
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