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JR ON FREE PRESS

“Publish and be Damped" was
the SUN's cheerful greeting on
the frontpage while other leading
newspapers were equally prompt
in welcoming President JR's state-
ment to the pgovernment parlia-
mentary group. Opposition news-
papers, he said, were publishing
reports that were both slanderous
and malicious but the best judge
of their conduct was the reading
public fn a democracy.

Editorlal comments were all in
favour of the President’s approach
to. a press that is obliged to
respect its own canons of profes-
sional responsibility even on mat-
ters so highly charged ond con-

troversial as the ethnic conflict
and the continuing violence in
the north and eost. The press

and public had already observed
that in refecsing the [last report
of the Monitoring Committee on
the ‘cessation of hostilities’, the
lengthy account of its inquiries
Inta ineidents in Batticoloa and
fts unfavourable findings on the
police were by no means excised
or edited. All releases to the
press need Presidential approval.

In this connection, the ISLAND's
readers may have also noted that
the paper re-published the com-
bative reply of Washington
Post (and NEWSWEEK) owner
Katherine Graham to Mrs, Mar-
garet Thatcher on the responsibi-
litles of the press in reporting
*Terrorism',

TROUBLED TEA

Earthslips, floods and now
new storms in the cup that
cheers. The clever but vicious

canard put out evidently by a
splinter separatist group in Mad-
ras has caused panic among
overseas buyers of the tea that
still ~ fetches 4004  of our
exchange earnings. Bushells, a
leading Australion buyer and the
US Tea Association (buyers and
packers) reacted to the rumour
of arsenlc in Sri Lankan tea so
nervously that one suspended
Imports and the other warned fts
members to double-check the
tea from this country. The US
Food and Drug administration has

already introduced ‘a special testing’
procedure.

While  Plantations  Minister,
Montague Jayawickrema acted with
commendable speed In re-assuring
the diplomatic representatives of
18 tea-buying countries, the
more comforting news was [ast
week's tea quction, a six-month
record of 4.8 million kiles, malinly
to Egypt, Iraqg and Pakiston,

But with prices showing o
downward trend, the more worry-
ing for the government was the
CWC's decision on a three-month
long five hours-a-day “‘prayer
meeting”  that would take about
400,000 workers off tll late
dfternoon duty day.

Political rather the economic it

was the one-two punch by |
Mr. Thendaman, CWC boss and
Rural [ndustries Minister.  The

UNP's union, whose boss is Cabl-
net colleague and Nuwara Eliya's
first MP, Mr. Gamini Dissanayake
has challenged the CWC's mem-
bership claim. More crucially,
will it also raise the question of
Mr. Thondaman's place In  the
Cabinet? Back from India where
he took a ride from Madras to
Delbl  in  Mr. Gandhi's plane,
Mr. Thondaman's move on Thal
Pongal (Jan. 14) day was being
closely watched by political ana-
lysts and the DPL community.

T#EEDS
LETTERS

The message not the
medium

What really is good style? One
would like to ask Mr. Vittachi,
who seems to concentrate so
much on the medium that he
forgets the message. His recent
letter in the Lanka Guardian
(1. 12.85) though full of sound
and fury signifies very liccle, OF
what use are all those high
sounding, learned phrases (quelle
merveillt, ipse dixit etc.) to the
very serious question raised by
the CRM.?

After the Mahara election petl-
tlon case the CRM called for an
amendment to the constitution
suspending presidential immunity
from legal action in cases arising
from the President's participation
in an election campaign. Mr. Viteachi
was critical of the CRM demand
and viewing the problem from a
‘new  angle', he concluded that
the normal law of the country
should be sufficient to prevent
any wild and reckless allegations.

Now, any average intelligent
Persen  reading this would have

(Continued on poge 2)
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rubbed his eyes incredulously —
that an intelligent man Ilke Mr.
Vittachi had failed to understand
the central question raised by the
CRM, namely the President's
immunity from the normal law
of the land,

Had Mr. Vittachi and Prof. Carlo
Fonsela carried on a debate whether
the President should er should not
remain Immune from all suit or
whether the CRM was right In
making such a demand, it might
have proved beneficial in educating

readers on this subject. But un-
fortunately Mr. Vittachi evaded
the issue, bringing in too many

that we no longer
debate Is about.

irrelevancies
know what the

Mr. Vittachl seems to attach
too much importance to ‘style’,
although his own style sounds so
pompous and verbose. What s
wrong with the phvase ‘rub one's
eyes |ncredulously’? | have yet to

come across someone (among Sri
Lankan writers) who uses the
English language more lucidly,
clearly and elegantly than Mr.

Reggie Siriwardena, one of our
well known literary critics and |
have often heard him use this
phrase. VYWould Mr. Vittachl seri-
ously suggest that Mr. Siriwardena’s
style too needs improvement? As
a teacher of English | pose this
question in all seriousness. To
use [t as a phrase that conveys
the meaning very vividly and clearly
in the context used by Prof.
Fonseka. A grand style without
any substance Is good enough for
the successful politicians, but to
students of English can there be
good form without content! Mr.
Vittachi's ‘good’ style only confu-
ses the reader and clouds the
issue and chat perhaps Is really
what he wants to do.

Leela [saac
Dept. of English,

University of Kelaniya.

Halpe’s Helpful Role

| wish to draw attention to a

statement made by Qadri [smail
in his article ©The social misfic
and the conscience of the race'

Lonka Guardian VYel. 8, MNo. 7, Aug-
ust OI, 1985). Though the subject

2

in general is beyond my scope as
English Is not my field of study,
the statement that Prof. A, Halpe
should have spoken to ‘them'
{meaning the participants of April
1971) rather than express his own
sentiments has to be rebutted. As
an active participant of the April
1971 uprising | know that Prof.
Halpe befriended those participants
who were Imprisoned from Pera-
deniya by not only visiting us in
jail with his family but by provi-

ding us with books and other
requirements necessary for our
academic career. The letters of

encouragement he sent the students
and the visits will not be for-
gotten by us. Once we were
released he not only provided us
with financial assistance but exten-
ded all support for us to find a
place in the university at a time
where we received little sympathy
from some quarters as We Were
dubbed ‘insurgents.’ | wish to
recall one jnstance when [ had
been requested to visit the CID
Head Quarters in Colombo after
my release. It was Prof. Halpe
who came to my room in Marcus
Fernando Hall and personally accom-
panied me to the Head Quarters.
My friends who were activists of
the 1971 Insurrection undoubtedly
agree with me that the kindness
and encouragement extended to us
at that time was invaluable and
unforgettable. A similar stand was
taken by Prof. Kumari Jayawardena
of the Colombo Campus and | take
this opportunity to thank them.

Gamini Samaranayake
Lecturer, Political Sclepce

Peradeniya.

Is this Criticism

Refreshing ?

After two Years as an under-
graduate and one year as a  post
—graduate student at Peradeniya’s
English Department | do not con-
sider teaching of literature there
zs elitist. | believe that criticism
unbiased and impersonal is bene-
ficial and while personal denigra-
tion leads us nowhere. It makes
no difference if all that criticism
has led us to a dead-end and

only the critic has emerged trium-
phant.

When | was a student | never
felc the oppressive Leayis tradicion
weighing upon me. Wha:lv]v]dl:ly
remember is Professor Halpe’s
treatment of Brecht, He was full
of admiration for this unique dra-
matist who Wrote for the prole-
rariat.  All his students know of
his fondness of Brecht and to
accuse him of elitist tendencies
is a blatant distortion of facts,
Brecht glves us a broader pers-
pactive so that critical awareness
is sustained and a certalp amount
of objectivity is achieved. Although
the fact that there cannot be
absolute objectivity is critical appre-
ciatlon Is a trulsm, under;raduates
of University of Peradeniya’s English
Department were free to take any
stand point provided they display
a sensibllity that gives a work
of art its due recognition. One
cannot dismiss a work of art
taking into account only the extra-
neous details. A great writer like
Tolstoy cannot be denigrated be-
cause of his aristocratic birth.
During the three years of my
campus career | have never found
Professor Halpe exhibiting any eli-
tist tendencies. A student pre-
judicied might read his own thou-
ghts into lines of poetry and
interpret them in anyway to dis-
tort the truth.

Such a lack of reverence to
teachers is not born out of re-
freshed sensibility. It is definitely
a tendency of a social snob who
belongs to this elitist class, Once
obtaining the required academic
qualifications it is necessary for
a2 person to beguile the local
intelligentsia to gain recognition.
The most appropriate trump-card
that one can play is to put on
a facade of radicalism. It Is fashion-
able for our academics of this
elitist class to be a bic radical
so that they are accepted in
learned circles. Most of our local
elitist radicals are radical only in
their social domains. They are
always the opposite In their per-
sonal lives,

A degree in literature never
glyes a person competency Lo
pass judgements upon text books

(Continued on page 24)




RESTORE RIGHTS

OF THE

PEOPLE

— Sirima (Interview with Mervyn de Silva)

Nu. 65 Rosmead Place, once a
deserted house most days, was
packed with well-wishers on January
I night and on lan, 2 and 3. It
was an animated and colourfully
mixed group, =zlmost an opinion
pollster’s ideal ‘sample’ of the natio-
nal electorate. Poshly dressed busi-
nessmen, young and old' (and the

inevitable sprinkling of ‘mudalali

types); poorly clad villagers® accom-
panied by wives and offspring, and
armed with sheafs of betel, and
the occasional bouquet of flowers;
the familar faces of Colombo's top
professionals, lawyers, doctors and
accountants; the monks of course,
and a few Christian clergymen, and
at least one commissioned officer
of the Salvation Army, and scores
of battle-scarred SLFP veterans
of General IR's 1977 blitzkreig,
and hundreds of true-blue nondes-
cript old faithfuls, playing *extras’
in this opening sequence of ¢The
Return of the Mathini". (Later
even Mational TV turned up, com-
mentator, camera crew lights and
all, to record an eventful moment
in the island's contemporary political
history but whose enterprise, surp-
risingly, was not to be rewarded with
a public exhibition of their work).

If you were asked to spell out the paliti-
cal significance of what we are watching
here now, what would you say, | asked.
There was no pduse, no Hhesitation,
“At the end of these big meetings
we have been haying recently
and wherever | go and meet small
groups of party supporters, they
keep asking the same question
“But Madam, WHO will lead us 2"

WHO will lead us when the time
comes" and now they have the
answer''. She told me. For the

SLFP at least, those crackers that
were lit on January Ist night did
not mean welcome 1986, ¢ was
an  electrifying  moment  which
transformed a demoralised party
and gave It something of its old
spirit, it was a renewal of self-
confidence, of party morale.

Well, what's your next move? Laksh-
man to resign, and you take to parlia-
ment using the a chit to constitu,... "7
The Lady frowned, *Or will you
contest Attanagalla 2 “Why should
| play their game.. 1" Could you
explain that?"  *“After Mulgirigala,
where the UNP got a shock.. not
only because of the small majority
but because they learnt thereisa
limit to the patience of our peopla
...thelr tactics, this thuggery and
intimidation cannot work every time
...| have been addressing meetings
in many parts of the country...|
know how people feel.,.not here
in Colombo_.. they are waiting to
stand up...to speak out. to tell
the UNP what they really feel
about the conditions in the country
about the ethnic problem and the
UNP's utter failure,. about corrup-
tion and lawlessness and crime and
drugs and how their leaders and
supporters are behaving. | must
continue that work_ that's the most
important...not to make speeches
in parliament...others can do that., "

“But you have all along protested at
the loss of your civic rights, which
you sald was an act of gross injus-
tice...so now that has been corrected,
why don't you return to parliament
and represent the people of Attana-
galla who voted for you. . ?

*‘The people of Attanagallaare be-
ing represented by Lakshman layako-
dy . my duty Is with the people of
our country as a whole."

Q. Instead of using the Presidential
pardon you recelved, you insist
on calllng for a general election,

Why?

A. From the beginning, my position
was clear, | had not commitced
a crime under the existing
law. If | had, | should be charged
in the courts. On the other
hand, there have been Com-
missions of Inquiry of course
but not Commissions inquiring
into  offences not known to

©

-BACKGROUND

the law...here or in other
democratic country, What Ie
this ‘abuses of power'? So |
have no answer to give to your

question about ‘recelving a
presidential parden’. Parden
for what?

Madam, that still doesn't answer
the question why you connect up
this issue with general elections,
does jt?

In my mind, there are connec-
ted. Even in 1980, | thought
so. Why me? Of course there
were Felix and Mihal but |
think those were more personal
...they had antagonised those
big people in Hulftsdorp.. and
the - other UNP big men
thought he was the ‘brain'...
That's why they put Bunty
Soysa,_ have you ever hearda
commissien or the prosecuting
lawyers get so much publicity
in the newspapers, radio and
so on{ They wanted to ruin
my reputation.

If so that was also personal... ?

Mot In the same way.. Falix
was a very able man but even
he won't say that he could
lead the masses. Of course,
| was also very unpopular with
the Colombo upper class sec-
tions ever since | accepted
the invitation of my husband's
colleagues and friends to lead
the SLFP after his assassination.
They didn't expect me to
:arrE on my husband's work
on behalf of the people and
against the UNP. You know,
it is a fact, that within a faw
months | led the SLFP to a
grand victory. then they all
said fsympathy',. ‘weeping wi-
dow' according to the press.
But what about 1970 when |
led the SLFP along with the
two Left parties whose leaders

fContinved on page 21)



MILITARY BALANCE BETTER — taiith

Ii-I‘1m military situation in the
north and east has improved
sufficiently for the government to
negotiate with the Tamils from
a position of strength” said Mational
Security Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali In an exclusive interview,
asked to comment on his recent
statement to a group of Colombe-
based diplomats that ‘the worst
is over’, Mr. Athulathmudali gave
four reasons for his new assesment
of the military balance.

a) In the past four menths or
so, rebel attacks on police and
military establishment have falled.
#They have realised now the futi-
lity of such frontal attacks' he
obseryed,

b) More information s reaching
the security forces from Tamil
sources, Earlier the intelligence

flow had been
Minister admitted,

minlmal, the

c¢) the Muslims had established

their identity, and adopted an
independent stance, especially in
the eastern province. They are
not for violence, and also oppose
any north-and—east. linkage, he
added.

d) there has been a distinct
change of moed in Jaffana. I would
not say that they are for us but
they are clearly disappointed with
their “bays” he said.

Did this mean the Army was
ready to launch a new offensive?

| would put it differently’’ he
remarked. “¥e are now In a
position to prevent the terrorists
from gaining on the ground.

Pointing te the changed situation
in Trinco and its environs, he said
“Wea have more soldiers, better
trained and equipped, and we haye

gained control oyer the Nilaweli
area'’.
Does the restoration of Mrs.

Bandaranaile’s clvic rights mean a

Sinhala consensus that allows a
better chance for a political
sectlement?

«We must hope that Mrs. Ban-
daranaike and the SLFP will exercise
their right to oppose the govern-
ment In every area other than
this national issue'.

\What of Mrs. Bandaranaike's
demand for a general election?
Mr. Achulathmudali refered to Presi-

dent IR's statement to the UNP
group which was a firm ©NO”
elections now. — M. de S.

C R M concerned over arrests

he Civil Rights Movement has

slnce its inceprion in 1971
expressed |ts concern about arrests
and detentions. These have included
concern about arbitary arrests,
prolonged detention without charge
or trial, denial of bail, detentions
made under emergency regulations
of other special laws whereby nor-
mal safeguards against ill treatment
are removed, detention in police
custody, torture and death in custo-
dy, refusal of access to families or
lawyers, failure to inform family
of an arrested person's whereabouts,
and degrading and inhuman condi-
tions of detention. These concerns
were first expressed in connection
with the treatment of thousands
of insurgent suspects In the [970's
under the government of Mrs, Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike. They have been
repeated during the term of the
present government, mainly in con-
nection with arrests in the North
and East.

It Is in this context that CRM
once again volices its concern about
a series of arrests of leftists in
the South who are being held
either under the emergency regula-
tions or the Prevention of Terrorism
Act allegedly for “terrorist activi-
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ties” and for complicity with armed
separatists in the North. These
persons are being held In various
police stations, often under acutely
uncomfortable physical conditions
and in general, CRM understands,
without the right of access to
family or lawyers. CRM Is aware
of at least one instance where the
family was not even informed of
the prisoner's whereabouts.

The series of arrests is now
reported to number over 100
Many of them, CRM understands;
are of persons alleged to be mem-
bers of the Samajavadi Janatha
Viyaparaya (S1V), a political grouping
formed a few years ago which
functioned openly, broughe, out
publications, and advocated a peac-
ful sectlement of the ethnic problem
on the basis of regional autonomy.
Those arrested include middle-aged
schoolteachers from rural districts
respected In their areas with a
record of service to their localities.

CRM's concern is by no means
limited to this group alone. A
number of members or supposed
members of the JVP have been
held for longer periods without
charge or trial; they are even more
likely to become ‘“forgotten pris-

oners''unless their cases are review-
ed promptly. Already there has
been one police cell death, that
of 5. P. M. Mapitigama in October
1985, which an inquest determined
to be suicide.

CRM is naturally unaware of, and
therefore cannot comment on, the
grounds on which the authorities
decided to arrest all those persons.
CRM stresses however that the
continued and extensive resort to
special legislation lacking in baslc
safeguards is ‘a serious threat to
the democratic system. [f investl-
gation takes time, the normal
procedure should be to release
such persons on sultable ball. YWhere
persons are held in custody pending
Investigation, this should be under
the normal law and they should be
accorded humane treatment with
decent conditions of detention and
access to family, friends and lawyers.-
As in the case of all political
prisoners, CRM emphasises that the
authorities have an obligation to
act promptly; they should either
be charged and accorded a fair
and early trial, or released.

Desmond Fernando

Secretary
Civil Rights Movement



The TULF Proposals

he Tamil people gave a mandate

to the TULF in the 1977
election to establish an indepen-
dent state of Tamil Eelam. At
the ~all party Conference in
Colombo we reiterated our man-
date but indicated our willingness
to consider any viable and accept-
able alternative put forward- by
the Sri Lankan Government. The
Government of Sri Lanka has
persistently failed to place any
meaningful preposals which merit
consideration,

In order not to frustrate India’s
efforts to work out a satisfactory
solution to our problem, we now
submit these proposals to the
Government of India.

DRAFT

Part 1|

Sri Lanka that is Illankai shall
be a Union of States. The Northern
and Eastern provinces, which are
predominantly Tamil-speaking shall
conscitute one Tamil Linguistie
State (See Annexure-l)

The territory of a State, once

established, shall not be altered
without its consent.
Parliament

The Legislative power of the

Union shall vest in a Parliament.

Farliament shall have the exclu-
sive power to make laws In res-
pect of —any of the matters
enumerated in Lise One.

The membership of Parliament
shall reflect the ethnic proporcion
of the Union.

Special provision shall be made
to ensure the representation of
Muslims. and Tamils of recent
Indian Origin who do not occupy
contiguous areas.

Mo Bill or Resolution or part
thereof affecting any nationality
shall be passed, unless a majority
of Members of Parliament belong-
Ing to that nationality agree to
such a Bill or Resolution or part
thereof,

Part 1l

Special Constitutional Provisions:
CITIZENSHIP: Mot withstanding

anything In the Constitution of

any other law regarding citizen-
ship, all those who are not citizens

of a foreign country and who
were resident In Sri Lapka on
Ist MNovember, [98] and their
descendants shall Ipso facto be

citizens of Srl Lanka.

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: Conpstitu-
tional provision shall be made to
make Tamil also an official language.

UNION SERVICES: Provision shall
be made in the Constitution to
ensure that the ethnic proportion
is reflected in all union services,
including the armed forces. Union
Services shall also include public
SEctor seryice,

Part II1

STATES: There shall be a Governar
for ecach State. He shall be
appointed by the President of the
Union, in consulation with the
Chief Minister.

There shall be an elected assembly
for each State,

Each Assembly will
elected Presiding Officer,

Elections to State Assemblies
shall be on the basis of territo-
rially demarcated elecrorates. Pro-
vision shall be made to ensure
adequate representation for Muslims
In the Tamil Linguistic State

have its

The legislative power of the
State shall vest in the State
Assembly.

The Assembly shall have exclu-
sive power to make laws for such
state or any part thereof in
respect of any of the macters
enumerated in List Two.

When a Bill has been passed
by the Assembly it shall be
presented to the Governor. Ha
may assent or send it back for

reconsideration. If. the Bill s
passed again, with or without
amendment, the Governor shall

give his assent.

The Executive Power of the
State shall wvest in the Chief
Minister and Council of Ministers.

Executive power of the State
shall extend to all matters with
respect to which the Legislature
of the State has power to make
laws.

Largest Party

The Governor shall appoint the
Leader of the largest Party In
the Assembly as Chief Miniter,
The Chief Minister shall choose
the members of the Council of
Miniscers.

The State Assembly shall haye
power to levy taxes or cess and

maobilise resources through loans
and grants.
All the revenues received by

the Government of a State, all
loans rajsed by that Goyernment,
and all moneys received by that
Government shall form one con-
solidated Fund to be titled
“Consolidated Fund of the State".

Some duties and taxes shall be
levied and collected by the Union
Government but shall be assigned
to the State within which such
duty or tax Is leviable.

The President shall appoint a
Finance Commission to be presided
over by the Governor of the
Central Bank. There shall be
three other members, one of
whom shall be a Sinhalese, one
a Tamil, and one a Muslim.

High Court

There shall be a High Court
for each State and such other
courts and tribunals as are neces-
sary. The High Court will be
the Court of Appeal for other
courts in the State and shall have
superintendence and contral over
all other courts and tribunals in
the State. Appeal will lie to the
Court of Appeal from judgements
of the High Court. The Supreme
Court shall deal with constitutional
matters.

(Continued on Page 6)



C L D on Civic disabilities and polis

An almost unapimous expreas-
sion of approval has greeted
the restoration of the Civic Rights
of Mrs. Sirimave Bandaranaike,
former Prime Minister and leader
of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.
The Council for Liberal Democracy
shares the great joy at an injustice
redressed, articulated by a wide
cross-section of the Sri Lankan
people. The CLD notes with satis-
faction the acknowledgment by
Mrs. Bandaranaike of the part
played in this development by
the resolution it was instrumental
in getting adopted at the recent
Congress of the Liberal International
in Madrid. The CLD recognizes
that other factors must have been
invalved in the President’s decision
but it welcomes this acknowledg-
ment of the importance and im-
pact of international liberal and
democratic opinien.

On behalf of Sri Lankan Liberals
the CLD thanks President 1. R.
Jayewardene for the restoration
of their Civic Rights to all those
upon whom civic  disabilities had
been imposed, and thus taking a
significant step towards the rever-
sal of the erosion of the principles
of liberal democracy perpetrated

by the present United National

Party government.

The Council for Liberal
Democracy is convinced that the
tragic erosion of parliamentary
democracy wrought by the de-
privation of Mrs, Bandaranaike's
Civic Rights can only be rever-
sed by the total elimination of
the injustice of civic disability.
The CLD therefore calls for the
repeal of Special Presidential
Commission of Inquiry Act No.
7 of 1978 and for repeal in its

entirety of Article 8| of the
Constitution.
It Is also imperative that the

people of Sri Lanka apprecate that
the deprivation of Mrs. Bandara-
nalke’s Civic Rights. marked the
beginning of a new and powerful
phase in the tragic decline of Sri
Lankan parliamentary democracy.
The steady decline of the liberal
democratic process that began after
the General Election of 27th May
1970 accelerated in October 1980,
and reached a high point of into-
lerant and manipulative excess in
the Referendum of 22nd December
[982. The postponement of a
General Election for six years be-

gan a process that the CLD be-
lieves was designed to end in ene
party state. The heightened poli-
tical violence unleashed at the
Referendum became a prelude 1o
the tragic race riots of July 1983
and to the crisls which engulfs us
now,

The resolution of the Liberal
International referred to by Mrs.
Bandaranaike called for ‘an imme-
diate General Election so as to
legitimize the governmental pro-
cess in Sri Lanka and thus enable
a settlement acceptable to all
parties.’ By the restoration of
Mrs. Bandaranaike's Civic Rights,
the government has reversed the
first step on its road to authori-
rarianism. The Council for Liberal
Democracy accordingly earnestly
requests the government to hold
an immediacte free and fair General
Election, by which alone Sri Lanka’s
return to parliamentnry democracy
which It Is hoped the present ac-
tlon initiates, can conclusively be
established.

Chanaka Ameratunga

Joint  Secretary,
The Council for
Liberal Demacracy.

The TULF...
(Continued from Page 3)

Each State will have a State Serylce
consisting of:

a) Officers and other public ser-
vants of the State; and

b) Such other officers and public
servants who may be seconded
to the State.

State  will have a State Public
Service Commission for recruit-
ment and for exercise of disci-
plinary powers relating to the
members of the State Service.

Part 1V
Special provision for Tamils of
recent Indian origin:

In order to meet the needs of
the Tamils of recent Indian origin,
and to ensure that they enjoy a
sense of security, and to provide
for their participation in Govern-
ment, suitable administrative ar-
rangements and institutions shall
be established, for example the
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establishment or creation of an
administrative district. Gramaseyaka
divisions shall be modified =o as
to comprise estates where Tamils
of Indian origin are in the majority.
Such Gramasevaka divisions could
be brought together to form an
AGA's division, in the same manner
as the Vavuniya, South Sinhala
AGA's division, was created. Such
AGA's divisions ecould be brought
together to form an Administra-
tive andfor Elecroral District.
Tamils of recent Indian origin,
resident outside such administrative
districts, envisaged =above, other
than in the Tamil Linguistic State,
should be entitled to settle in
such Administrative Districts and
pursue their legitimate vocations
if they so desire. Likewise such
persons should be eptitled to
settle and pursue their legitimate
vocations In the Tamil Linguistic
State,

LIST ONE:

Defence, Foreign Affairs, Cur-
rency Posts and Telecommunica-
tions, Immigration and Emigration,
Foreign Trade and Commerce,
Railways, Air Ports and Aviation,
Broadcasting and Teleyision, Cus-
toms, Elections, Census.

PART TWO

The following among othersi-

Police & Internal Law and Order
(See Annexure ll), Land and all
its uses (See Annexure [}, Edu-
catlon including University and
Technical Education, Archaeology,
Culture, Industries, Fisheries, Local
Government, Excise, Agriculture,
Irrigation, Agrarian Services, Health,
Prisons and Reformatories, State
Transport and Roads, Cooperative
Development,



THE LEFT AT FIFTY — (2)

The significance of
disfranchisement of
plantation workers

Hector Abhayavardhana

The Importance of the [947
general election, which was staged
under the new Soulbury constitution
was that It was the curtain-rajser
for the transfer of power to the
Senanayake-Kotelawela-layewardena
group of families, newly dressed
up as the representatives of a
capitalist class united behind the
United Mational Party, now speci-
ally formed for the purpose. The
deal between these reactionary
politicians and the Bricish Govern-
ment had already been made behind
the back of the legislature. [t was
vital to prevent the UNP from
winning a majority in the House
of Representatives or even gaining
a majority by nominating its hen-
chmen to the six nominated seats,
As things were, the UNP was able
to win only 42 out of a rotal of
95 elected seats and was epabled
to form a Government by the
Governor who invited D. 5. Sena-
nayake to form a Government and
thereby qualify for the bonus of
the 6 neminated seats. To say that
this aim of keeping the UNP out
of Government was well within
possibility had there been no LSSP
split, s, therefore, no exagge-
ration,

The formatlonof D.5, Senanayake’s
Government made it possible for
the clique of UMP leaders to carry
out thejr secret deal with Bricish
imperialism to the letter. The
varfous communal groups of capita-
lists were consolidated behind the
Government. The formal transfer
of power was completed by February
1948. Then a few months later,
whether In terms of the deal with
the British or not, the UNP
Government introduced the most
sinjster and far-reaching legislative

measures that have aimed at the
total negation of radical forces
within the parliamentary process.
By the Ceylon citizenship Act of
1948 and the Indian and Pakistani
Residents ﬁCiﬂzenship} Act of 1949
virtually all the people of Indian
descent who had voted at the
1947 elections, and in particular
all resident plantatlon workers,
were excluded from the voters'
list. It was alleged that the pre-
sence of Indian plantation workers
on the electoral lists enabled them
to return candidates of Indian
descent to 7 parliamentary seats
and Influence the verdict in another
20 parliamentary constituencles such
that Left-minded opponents of the
UNP were returned at the 1947
electlons. In this way the voter
composition far subsequent elections
was shamelessly manipulated to
deprive the Left parties and their
supporters of all chances of winning
in at lease 27 formerly favourable
constituencies out of the 95 that
was the total In 1947,

The significance of the disfran-
chisement of the plantation workers
resident on the estates must be
assessed in relation to the strategic
guide-lines of the LSSP Program-

matic documents of 1941 and [945
that the plantation workers are
“ithe most [mportant section of
the working class in  Ceylon';

that they constitute *'the vanguard
of the revolutionary proletariat
which is destined to be the
emancipator of all our tolling
masses.''  Almost all of them were
now thrown out of the political
arena in one fell move. This
reduced the proletariat for pur-
poses of mobilisation for electoral
purposes to the urban workers

in Colombo and its outlying areas.
Among these urban workers, those
directly engaged in industrial pro-
duction would be a small number.
Thus if It Is possible to regard
the number of active accounts
with the Employees’ Provident
Fund as an Indication of occupa-
tional diseribution, in the year
1980 (the latest for which figures
are avallable) there were 1,128,257
active EPF accounts, of which
548,127 were in the plantations
and 235,205 in manufacturing, 11,
258 in mining and quarring, and
17,551 in construction. But it is
not a matter of numbers alone.
Meost urban workers no longer
live in the city but cravel to
their places of work from surbur-
ban or village areas. They retain
strong bonds with thelr families
in these places and In many cases
own land themselves. According
to a table showing the distribution
of land-owning families by occu-
pation in Ceylon for [950-51, the

cccupation of 17 per cent. of
landowners was non-agricultural
labour. Unlike the landless plan-

tation labour force, these sections
of the proletariat may well be
reluctant to support radical fand
reform.

Much more tragic Is the set
back to proletarian consciousness
and unity brought about by the
disfranchisement of the Indian
plantation workers., DBisfranchise-
ment s not by itself an insuperable
obstacle to trade unlon organisa-
tion. In fact, trade unions have
extended their influence and mem-
bership to all estates of any
reckonable size since the Citizen-
ship laws were made. For several
reasons, the workers have been
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able to win both more rights
and wage Increases In recent times.
Trade Unlons, however, are orga-
nisations of workers on the sim-

plest level. Their endeavour is to
win simple concessions from the
employers. The more powerful
unlons in the plantations today

funetion through intermediaries and
discourage the promotion of any
kind of class consclousness. Effec-
tive class consciousness is political
in character and then too is not
a matter of [ndividual atritudes.
It cannot take root in the mind
of the worker wunless it finds
expression in political organisation.

Disfranchisement has been a set
back to this process of politicisa-
tion. It has forced him to think
of his deprivation as deriving
from his belenging te a particular
community: or natlonality. His
principal concern has shifted from
his class as a worker to his
community as an Indian Immigrant,
Through such dislocation of its
largest compeonent sectjon, the
entire working class of Sri Lanka
has been disoriented.

It was not realistic to expect
that the workers in Colombo
would rise to the defence of the
rights of the plantation workers.
The post war years had seen
them move into action to win
their trade union rights and secure
badly needed wage increases and
better working conditions. There
was an islandwide bus strike
towards the end of 1945, a gene-
ral strike led hy Government
workers in  October 1946 and a
second general strike in  the
middle of 1947, which included
Government whice-collar employees.

But the second general strike
ended in defeat and severe victi-
misation, which forced the trade
unions into a peried of ebb for
some time, The expulsion of the
flantaticn workers from the par-
jamentary arena, Just three years
after the lifting of the repression
of wartime, had little repercussion
elsewhere in the country. Indeed,
their lsolation was reflected In
the support extended by other
minority groups, Including the
Tamil Congress led by G. G.
Ponnambalam, to Government's act
of disfranchisation,
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But its limited immediate impact
was no measure of the far—reach-
Ing consequences that the Citizen-
ship Act had for the future of
the country. In the first place,
the LSSP and the Left parties
generally were finally deprived
of the possibility of providing a

Lefe rallying point for an inde-
pendent bid to form a Left
Government. This was not realised

by the LSSP or the Communist
Party and for many years both
of them persisted with the strate-
gic line of mobilising the rural
poor through a party based on
the working class, with the plan-
tation workers as jcs most militant
component. The LSSP fought the
March 1960 elections on the slogan
of satting up an LSSP Government
and In 1963 the LSSP, CP and
MEP entered into a United Left
Front with a governmental pers-
pective. Theystubbornly repudiated
the notion that the parliamentary
possibilities that they earlier en-
visaged had been transformed by
what was a severe blow at the
universal franchise itself.

This was not the only conse-
quence. The Citizenship Act paved
the way for the
new middle class parties based on
the communal interests of the
different communities. Among tha
plantation Tamils, the Ceylon Indian
Congress Labour Union became
the Ceylon Workers' Congress
under the leadership of Mr. Thon-
daman. Disapproving of the support
glven by the Tamil Congress to
the Citizenship Bill In Parliament,
S. . V. Chelvanayagam walked out
of the party and set up the
Federal Party. Among the Sinha-
lese, S. W. R. D. Bandaranalke
walked out of the UNP in 195]
and set up the SriLanka Freedom
Party. All three new organisations
were the product of the process
of disintegration through which the
soclety was passing.  The
led by D. S. Senapayake, himself
the so-called *father of the nation",
had begun the process. Engaged
in the main business of gathering
votes to remain In power, the
LINP was doctoring the electorate.
By expelling Indians, it hoped to
ensure its majority. Bandaranaike
saw no reason they why he should
not collect his wotes by advancing
the interests of Sinhalese as the

emergence of

UNP

majority community in the country.
Chelvanayagam saw the necessicy
of canstitutional reforms to ensure
that the interests of the Tamils
were protected. All of them
would be benefited by spreading
communal attitudes for the purpose
of collecting votes.

The LSSP might have been able
to halt this proceeding disinte-
gration if the urban workers could
have provided it with a strong
enough base to stand on. This,
unfortunately, they were In no
position to do. They were too
small and too weak to confront
all alone the allianee of native
capitalists and the foreign imperia-
Iisl:s that was behind the UNP
Government. On the other hand,
the industrial sections of the
working class emerged in greater
measure only in the ‘fifties and'
sixties with the expansion of
Government Industries, the setting
up of Corporations, the policy of
nationalisation and import substitu-
tion. Having differentiated them-
selves but liztle from the mass
of wage-earners, the larger number
of whom were In white-collar or
menial occupations, urban workers,
as a whole, tended to share
middle-class aspirations. [Mentlon
has already been made of the
extent of landowning among non-
agriculcural labour. All  these
factors combined to generate the
vast mass movement of the Sinhala

rural middle classes led by Mr.
Bandaranaike in [956.
In a disintegrating society the

bourgeois  Intelligentsia, English
speaking, cosmopolitan and consu-
mer—oriented, could not hold aloft
the ideal of an united natlon.
The more traditional rural intel-
ligensia could advance in such
conditions a claim to control the
state in the name of the rural
poor. The links of the urban
workers with house-property and
land In the rural areas permitted
the consolidation of a grand alliance
of small traders, petty rentiers,
small farmers and wage and salary
owners in a search for access to
the resources of patronage in
possession of the state. In the
course of this endeavour what
was set up for the purpose of
a future nation ended in caricature
as a Sinhalese state,



Only revolution
can change society

N. Sanmugathasan

been a spate of
the occcassion

here has
articles to mark

of 50th. anniversary of the left
movement in Sri Lanka. It is in-
triguing to note how many of

these articles are not only theo-
retically shallow but, ostrich-like
shy away from the fundamental
controversies that teday surround
the left movement.

The entire left movement accep-
ts Marxism-Leninism as its ideology
— atleast in words. Now, one of
the cardinal principles of Marxism
-Leninism Is Marx's theory of the
state which teaches us that the
state is the instrument of oppres-
sion of one class over another and
that is backed by a repressive
machinery whose principal form is
the armed force. Lenin has ems-

L__-‘phasised in his *5tate and Revalu-

“tion" that without +smashing by
force'" this state machinery, It
would be Impossible for the wor-
king class to procsed to socialism
and, also, that the working class
cannot take hold of the existing
state machinery and use it for its
purposes. Hence the need for re-
volution.

It becomes necessary to stress
Lenin's teaching on this point In

his immortal classic, *State and
Revolution'  because some |left
leaders seem to have read only

his *Left-wing Communism — an
infantile disorder,"” and procesded
to misunderstand it, , don't
they read his other revu{utiunar}l‘
teachings?

Parliamentary Opportunion

It is because the left movement,
at an early stage, distanced itself

This contribution to the discussion on
5ri Lanka's Left movement in the past
S0 years is by veteran Communist Jeader
who founded the Mooist C.P., Mr. San-
mugathasan whe meét Moo-Tse-Tung, on
several occasions is now werking on his |
MamoIrs.

from these principled policies of
Marx and Lenin that | very ea-
sily got dragged into the mire of
parlimentary opportunism. It was
pushed In this direction by the
relatively easy twin successes at
the 1935 general election to the
Second State Council and the good
showing (despite total dis-unity of
the left) at the first parlimentary
elections of 1947. But, the worst
influence eame from the MEP vic-
tory in 1956. The left leadership
got fooled into the belief that
what Mr. Bandaranaike could do they
too could.

What it failed to understand
was that while the yictory of the

MEP over the UNP represented
a victory of one section of the
bourgeousie against another and

which could be done peacefully,
the victory of the left would have
to be the victory of one class
over another. This has never hap-
pened any where in world with-
out violent reveolution,

The left leadership did not un-
derstand that the bourgesisie In-
vented parlimant as a wveil, an
adornment to cover the naked dic-
tatorship of Capital; that it was
an attempt to dampen the class
consciousness of the working people
and to distract their attention from
the real seats of power which are
the armed forcas; and thae it was
an attempt to substltute the strug-
gle by words for the struggle by
arms.

We have had more than fifty
years of this tomfoolary of bour-
geols parlimentary democracy. Yet
at the end of it, neo-colonialist
exploltation of Sri Lanka teday is
warse than the colonial exploitation
of fifty years ago. Ofcourse, we
have had reforms. Yes! The left
movement has used adult franchice
and parliament to introduce many
social reforms which are’ today

law. There Is no doubt that the
left meovement has raised the poli-
tical consciousness of the masses
and roused the class consciousness
of the workers whom It helped
to organise in trade unions to fight
successfully for thelr day to day
demands.

But, the fundamental task of
the left and sociallst movement
was not to better the conditions
of the masses within capitalist
society but to destroy capitalist
society and Its state power and
usher [n socialism and, thereby,
end once for all the exploitation
of man by man, This, the left
in Sri Lanka failed to do. You
cannot hide this failure by trying
“to strike a correct balance bet-
ween parliamentary and extra-
parliamentary forms of struggle in
which both weight and priority is
given to the latter form." Let
us not fool ourselves. Mo amount
of extra-parliamentry struggles can
add up to armed revolution.

Some of the left leaders even
take pleasure in jibing at such
famous reveoluticnary questlons as
vpower grows out of the barre|

of a gun''. They accuse this say-
ing as being an infantile theory.
Who Is making this accusation?

Men who have never been with-
in even a hundred miles distance
of any genuine revolution. Against
whom are they making this accusa-
tion? Against one of the greataest
revolutionaries born into this world
and who sucessfully led the re-
velution In the world’s most po-
pulous country! Some conceit.

Have they mever read Lenin's
statement, *‘An oppressed  class
which does not strive to learn.
To use arms, to acquire arms,
only deserve to be treated like
slaves. We cannot, unless we ara
bourgeois pacifists or opportunists,
forget that we are living in a
class society from which there is

no way out, nor can thers be
save —through class struggle. In
every class society, whether based

on slavery, serfdom, or as at
present, on wage [|abour, the
oppressor class is always armed.
Our slogan must be arming of the
proletariat and dis-arming the
bourgeoisie."



The other point on which the
left movement erred irrevocally
was in regard rto united front
tactics. Marxism-Leninism teaches
us that the working class must
never accept the leadership of the
bourgeoisie in any united front;
and, instead should lead it. Fur-
ther, the working class should
always take care to safeguard its
independence and separate existence
inside any united front with other
classes.

The left in Sri Lanka did
the opposite. [ts reformism and
reyisionism culminated in its sur-
render to the SLFP and the forma-
tion of the Unlted Front in 1948
and the United Front Government

just

in 1970, Men who refused to
lay second fiddle to the more
Er1|1innt Mr. 5. VW.R.D. Bandara-

naike now lay virtually = prostrate
at the widow's feet.

Once the left movement started
slipping down the path of oppertu-
nism there was no stopping. Peo-
ple who had been re-echoing
Marx's statement =asbout religion
being the opium of the people,
now started visiting cthe Kataragama
temple before launching their elec-

tion campaigns; and of paying
homage at the Dalada Maligawa
before accepting their portiolios.

It was an attempt to cheat both
god and man. '

Mone of the articles that haye
so far appeared has explained how
a government in which both the
LS5P and the CPSL were partners
could have broken the 1972 strike
of Bank employees. It was left to
the capitalist, Mr. 5. Thondaman,
to give an object lesson to these
left leaders in April, 1984 on how
to lead a strike while being in the
cabinet, and do it successfully.

Sin of Colloboration

Nor has anyone explained away
the performance of the two left
parcies In the government during
the 1371 JVF or its policies even
though at that time | was also
detained for [0 months without
rhyme er reason by a government
in which both the LSSP and the
CP5L were represented. Let us
agree that the JVP was mis—guided
and mis-led. Does that justify
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the massive slaughter of thousands
of youth that took place? Can
all ‘the waters of the Mahaweli
wash away the sin of colloboration
of the two left parties in this
dastardly action? Do the Sinhala
chauvinists realise that many more
Sinhala youth were slaughtered in
1971 than by »terrorism’’ |ast
year.

The parllamentary opportunism
of these left parties has led them
to a situation where they have
come to decide issues not on
whether they are right or wrong
put whether they are acceptable
to the majority community. That
is why they have refrained from
making a bold and revolutionary
call in the matter of the Tamil
problem. It is not without sig.
nificance that so far they have
refused to call for the withdra-
wal of the armed forces from
the north and the east — a funda-
mental demand of the Tamil
people.

Thelr attempt to form the Unl-
ted Front Government was nothing
more than an attempt o run
capitalism better than the UNP
and, as such was bound to fall.
It was this failure and publie dis-
gust and lack of confidence caused
by it that was responsible for the
mass landslide for the UNP in 1977
and the elimination of all leftists
from parllamentfor the first time.

The reazen for the reformizm
and the revisionism of these two
parties really springs from their
class cheracter, Most of tha left
leaders were not only intellactuals
but came from familles (some of
them feudal) who could afford to
send thelr children to Europe and
America for higher studies. On
their return, these men acclmu-
lated a fair amount of capital from
whose investment they were able
to lead a comfortable |ife. In
1955 the CP weekly, lanashakehi,
published the income tax recurns
of three of the top leaders of the
lefc which exposed the estates and
shares in companies owned by them.

It is this contradiction of being
wedded to big capital and a very
comfortable life and, at the same
time, pretending to espouse the
cause of the working class and to
stand for the abolition of the very

sources of wealth that gave them
their own comfortable life that cha-
racterises most of the left leadership.

These pezople were never serio-
us about revolution. Revolution
was not in their class interests,
It is only the proletariat and its
allies that feel revolution as a
class need. But none of their ra-
presentatives are anywhere near

the seats of power in these par-
ties.

If the left movement is to
retrieve itself and to go forward
in the future, it must decisively
reJect the false theory of peaceful
transition to socialism through par-
liament; and accept the Marxist-
Leninist truth that society can be
changed enly through viclent reve-
lution. Marx's famous statement
that force is the mid-wife of every
old soclety pregnant with the new
Is scill as true as ever.
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CAT’S EYE

ONLY VIVIE ON STAGE

Many of those who attended the
fiftieth anniversary celebrations of
the LSSF at Mavarangahala were
struck by the fact that in the
Central Committee (which was
seated on the stage) there was
enly che woman — Yivienne Goone-
wardena. (In the CP today the
position is no better, only one
woman, Manda de Silva, being on
the Central Committese.) This of-
course Is in contrast to the early
years of the Left movement
when there were numerous outs-
tanding women activists, Selina
Perera, Kusuma Gunewardene and
Vivienne Goonewardena (lthe wives
of Dr M. M. Perera, Phi ip Gune-
wardena and Leslie Goonewardena
respectively.) The best-known among

them was an English woman, Doreen
Wickremasinghe, nes Young. She
was born in Cheshire, educated at
a school in Letchworth started by
Annie Besant, (where Krishna Menon
was the history teacher) and grad-
uated from the London School of
Economlics. She came to Srl Lanka
In 1930 at the age of 23 and
became principal of Sujata Vidyalaya,
Matara, a School for Buddhisc
girls. After her marriage to Dr
5. A. Wickremasinghe, she came to
Colombo =and was president of
Surlya Mal movement; This was a
movement which challenged British
rule by opposing the sale of poppies
for British war charities on Novem-
ber |lIth each year —a day when
the British In Sri Lanka Indulged
in jingolstic propaganda.

The Surlya Mal movement of the
1930's was to a large extent
organised by women. Doreen Wick-
remasinghe was at that time the
principal of Ananda Balika School
and the making of the yellow
Suriya flowers for sale and the
organising of the movement was
done from the principal's house.

Many teachers of the school| wers
Suriya Mal workers Including Eva
de Mel, Shirani Gamage, Lilian
Bandaranayake and Eileen YWeerase-
lera. As an LSSP activist Doreen
VWickremasinghe was also in all the
party-led campaigns of the period
and In causes associated with the
Communist Party — after its forma-
tlon in 1943, In 1548 she and many
other women of the left parties
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formed the Eksath Kantha Pera-
muna, the first Soclalist women's
organisation in Sri Lanka, She has
also the unlque distinction of being
the first English woman in Asia
elected to a local parliament; she
won the Akuressa seat in the
eightles by defeating her brother—
in-law, the famous and wealthy
Sarath Wijesinghe, one of the lea-

ding UNP personalities of his day.

Doreen Wickremasinghe Is now
79 years and scill active. She parti-
cipates at demonstrations for ethnic
harmony and peace, at picketing
for womens rights on March Bth
and works for many other cauges

connected with human nights demo-

cracy and socialism.

‘MACHO® SONS &
‘MAN-MADE' MOTHERS

The current image of manhood
Is deplicted in the latest military
posters adorning public spaces in
Colombo. Framed in maroon are
*boys" in camouflage fatigues hur-
ling grenades and shooting at an
unseen enemy. In the centre of
this poster, a soldier victoriously
brandishes a bayonet in one hand
and the Sri Lanka flag in the other,

Defending the ‘‘motherland™ Is
what Rana Gi (Battle Songs) — the
new cassette advertised In  this
poster — is all about. The cassette
is produced by the Music Section
of the Mational Youth Services
Council with profits to the Veera
Sebala (Heroic Soldiers) Foundation.

The glorification of war and
violence perpetrated in the name
of patriotism and motherhood by
male ‘military culeure® is the per-
vasive theme of the |2 bactle
songs. Significancly, the macho male
is constantly counterpoised with ths
nurturing, male-protected female.
A zoldler's aggressive behaviour is
eulogised as a “duty" to his mother;
his filial obligation te her is most
consistently articulated as “‘protec-
ticn', This notion of protection |s
predicated on a collective male
need to keep ‘women helpless and
dependent.  Men thereby derive
their so-called masculinity from the
efficiency with they protect “their""
women (including mothers) from the
violence inflicted by men of the
‘‘other side'.

lt is on this callow ironic notion of filial plety that the motherland
—soldier relationship Is bazed. In the male-authored battle song, Sat
Samudura Se (“Like the Seven Oceans"), a woman sings,

Defending the motherland, my son,
Is like protecting the mother who bore and nourished you

Motherhood — and through motherhood, “mothercountry-ism" — is
appropriated by mala military culture to justify war. A woman's ablity
to bear children has been exploited by marcial patriarchs to service
-death and destruction. Poetic references to mother's milk, for example,
are frequently juxtaposed with images of war and death:

With my blood turned-milk | nourished you
To defend the country and the (Sat Samudura Se) nation.

Similarly, in the song, Daeya Venuven (‘‘For the Saka of the Nation"),
also  male-authored, a wemen's chorus sings to soldiers:

You owe your Immortality
To the milk of Mother Lanka

It Is in the battle song, Minis Putun (“*Manly Sons'), written
and sung by men, that the connections between blood and milk,
mothers and soldier-sons, are most explicit.

The blood flowing is the blood-milk of mothers

(Sons) killing sons with mother-made arms are laughing
Mothers! Protect us, we who destroy their arms
Maothers! Tell the world that our arms are not to blame

This song implies that mothers are involved in and responsible for
a war fought by their “manly sons™. The Ilast two lines complete
the co-option of woman-as-mother to the war effort. “Mother” is
(mis) used deliberately to rationalise and legitimise violence, thereby
absalving men of their martial complicity and consequential guilt,

Women, be they mothers, wives or lovers, are imagined by the
male lyricists as a captive audience for macho war games. Ina song
titled Satan Bime (“In the Battlefield"), written by a mam, a
woman urges her lovar:

Don't write to me In pretty handwriting
Tales of [nnocent love, as in the past
Write to me of how you are doing
Brave and steadfast ac the battlefront

In the final verse, she imagines her lover returning home a hero
tamidst the Joyous sounds of victory'. The verse ends on a hopeful
note — | look forward to welcoming you home' — which contrases
starkly with the sealed-coffins so often returned te women.

The same male lyricist, in another song (Sat Samudura Se),
fantasises a mother living vicariously through her soldier—son:

You are fearless, our country's hero
This, my son, makes me so happy
A son who defends the country

Here, motherly pride derives from a soldier-son's military prowass.
Mothers thereby are reduced to vessels filled with Eraggadnr_ln:
vessels from which their soldier sons then drink at will: Sat
Samudura Se, in short, Is an exercise in male solipsism.

(Continued on page 24)
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VIETNAM AND

CENTRAL AMERICA

Douglas Allen

he 1980s have been a time of

renewed interest in learning
'the lessons of Vietnam'. “El Salya-
dor is Spanish for Vietnam' and
similar slogans reveal anti-imper|-
alist struggles attempting to learn
from the past in order to analyze
and resist present imperialist inter-
ventions. At the same time, those
in Washington, with their allies in
the media and at universities, have
been determined to unlearn the
lessons of Vietnam; in their rewriting
of history, they reinsert the earljer
fabrications and expunge the hard
lessons learned by Vietnamese and
other anti-imperialists through deca-
des of struggle. (See Monthly Review,
Vol. 37, No. 2, June 1985, for
Hlustrations of this.)

The 1980s have also been a time
of - continual escalation of U. 5.
involvement in Central America, of
an unprecedented U. S, militarization
of Central America, as Washington
Props up repressive regimes, trains
and arms their military, and does
little about demands for social
justice. For example, U. 5. milita
sales and military aid in 1982 and
1983 to all Central American nations
exceeded that of the previous 32
years combined, and this does not
Include aid to the Nicaraguan cantras.
(See The Defense Monitor, Vol. 13,
No. 3, 1984, and numerous other
recent publications for extensive
documentation of this rapid escala-
tion.)

There are thousands of U. §.
troops In Honduras, as that nation
Is transformed Into a U. 5. garrison
state. Washington is determined
to destabalize and overthrow the
gvernment of Nicaragua, probably
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through 2 more direct U. S. invasion
if the contra-invasion, planned and
financed by the C. I. A. and others
in the U. §., does not become more
effective. The U, S, has become
increasingly begged down in coun-
trrevolutionary policies in El ‘Salva-
dor, and Washingcon frantically arms
and supplies the dictators in Guate-
mala and other Latin American
countrie. And the U. 5., in a move
reminiscent of its past gunboat
diplomacy, invaded the tiny island
of Grenanda.

In short, the U, S. is rapidly
escalating its military involvement
throughout Central America: It is
increasing military grants and loans,
delivery of weapons, covert aid,
direct roles in combat operations,
and training activities. What follows
Is an attempt to apply a few of
the lessons of Vietnam to the pre-
sent sicuation in Central America.

The False Lesson

What Reagan, Halg, Weinberger,
and others in Washington learned
from Vietnam is expressed in their
obsession with the need *to over-
come the Vietnam syndrome,"”
They believe that ever since the
U.S. defeat in Vietnam the U. S.
has become self-doubting, hesitant-
even impotent, a sleeping dismem-
bered giant that has lost its will,
It is time to flex our muscled
Uncle Sam will not be pushed
around anymore, Indeed, The Wall
Street fournal and others hailed the
Grenada invasion as a triumph over
this Vietnam syndrome.

This need to overcome the phony
Vietnam syndrome — phony because
the U. S. has been far from pas-
sive since 1975 — has led to Was-
hington and the military becoming
increasingly reckless: the insane
nuclear arms policies, including the
serious widespread discussions, for
the first time in many years, of
the winnability of nuclear war and
the need to develop weapons of
first-strike capability; the blatant
covert and open involvement in
attempting to overthrow the Sand-
inista government; and the coun-

terrevolutionary toward

policies
South Africa, Namibia, and Angala,
Lebanon, the Philippines, Indochina,
and elsewhere throughout the world,

The need to overcome the Vietnam
syndrome Is the sort of pational

chauvinism, militarism, nescoloni-
alism, and falsification of history
one expects from much of Was-
hington and the establishment press.
We shall conclude our analysis
with the major lesson of the Vietnam
War which Is a direct refutation
of this fabricated Yietnam syndrome.
Differences

In applying the lessons of Vietnam,
it is important not to ohscure
the profound differences that distin-
guish Vietnam from Central America
and that differentiate the situations
in different. areas of Central
America. Each struggle for justice
and freedom has its own specific
history, related to the class con-
figurations of its society and to its
past colonial and neocolonial rela-
tions; to its specific forms of sexual
and racial oppression; to its spacific
ethnic and religious components;
etc. All situations cannot be treated
in exactly the same way. Each
country must respond to its own
Internal contradictions. Some of
the lessons of Yietnam may serye
as more of an example for some
countries than for others.

Perhaps the most obvious diffe-
rences between Vietnam and Central
America arise from the long history
of U.S. interventionism and hege-
mony in Central America, As Victor
Olano, a Salvadoran spokesperson
for the Frente Democratico Revo-
lutionario de El Salvador (FDR),
stated in an interview (Intervention,

‘Premier Issue, 1984);

The biggest differance Is that the
Yietnam conflice was inheritad from
the French and the Central American
conflict has bean created by the L 5.
itseli. The U. 5. created the condie
tions for revolution in Central Amao-
rica, with the banana plantatiens in
Guatemala and Honduras, and Somoza
— who was practically an agent for
the L. 5. — in Micaragua. Those coun-
tries have been encirely dependent
HEDH Washington and Wall Straet,
Therc were no  other intervening
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powers, Consequently, In Central
America the L. S Is Inheriting the
problems from itself.

A frequently cited formulation
of some of this past history of
L. S. interventionism and domination
was presented to Congress by Gene-
ral Smedley Butler in 1935

| spent 33 years and 4 months In
active service as a member of our
country's most agile military foree —
the Marine Corps... And during that
eriod | spent most of my time
eing a highelass muscle man far
Big Business... | helped in the raping
of half ‘& dozen Central American
republics for the benefit of Wall
Street... | helped purify Nicaragua
for the internationzl banking house
of Brown Brothers In  [909-12. 1
braught light to the Deminican Repu-
blic for American sugar Interests in
1916, | helped get Honduras “right'
far American frult companies in 1903,

Because Vietnam lacked such a
past history of direct U. 5. economic
and military interyentionism and
hegemony, It was more difficult
to make the case that U. 5. involve-
ment in Vietnam was an illustration
of a global, systematic policy of
imperialism. Liberal critics of the
Vietnam War tended to view such
L. S. interventionism as a mistake,
an aberration, inconsistent with our
admirable values and geals. In the
case of, say, a Guatemala or a
Micaragua, it is far easier to demon-
strate that present oppressive and
exploitative policies are consistent
with a long history of Interventions
In those socleties.

There are also significant diffe-
rences in the nature, history, and
strengths of anti-Imperialist forces.
For example, the Vietnamese Com-
munist Party played a role unpar-
alled in revolutionary struggles in
Central America. By the 1930s,
the Vietnamese CP had won over
considerable support of the peas-
ants and had even liberated entire

provinces in its struggle against
French colonialism. By the end of
Wwil, the Vietnamese national

liberation forces successfully pro-
claimed a unified, independent Viet-
nam, and even if this victory was
short-lived, Ho Chi Minh and other
communists had emerged as the
majer revolutionary leaders. In many
respects, the battle for “‘the hearts
and minds'" of the Vietnamese
people had been lost long before
U.S. troops arrived in Vietnam.
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The lessons of revolutionary strug-
gles In El Salvador, Nicaragua,
Guatemala, and other areas of Cen-
tral America take different forms.
For example, the Christian-based
communities have become major
revolutionary forces in El Salvador
and elsewhere; there was little
precedence for such Christian revo-
Jutionary activity in Vietnam. Within
such a religious context, peasants
in Nicaragua have been saying that
Er&vloushr the Holy Ghost only
ad a right wing; now that the
Holy Ghost has also acquired a
left wing, it can finally fly. Religious
peasants in Central America have
also been known to say that their
economic and political problems
arise from the fact that seem to
be located too far from God and
too close to the United States.

There are also profound diffe’

rences In the nature and level of

domestic U, 5. opposition. In the
early and mid-1960s, there was
relatively lictle domestic opposition
to the escalating war in Indochina,
and the early antiwar activities
were more often than not dependent
on the moral outrage of students,
The domestic opposition to Central
American policies is far more wide-
spread, with the focus more on
churches and communities rather
than so university-based, and the
opposition is at a higher level
than antiwar resistance before Lyn-
don Johnson drastically escalated
to hundreds of thousands of U. 5.
troops In Yietnam.

Similarities

Despite these and other diffe-
rences, what strikes ona is the
remarkable  simllarities between
Vietnam and Central America. Ye
chall focus more on El Salvador
in delineating a few of these simila-
ricies.

First, we are Increasingly hearing
the very same military terminology
and military strategy applied to El
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, etc,
There are the same types of
vistrategic hamlet” programs, ‘*scor-
ched earth” policies, pacification
projects, etc, There are the forced
refugee areas, the use of napalm,
and the increasing involvement of
the U.S. military. Indeed, many
of the same people who designed
and. implemented unsuccessful Viet-

nam policies are increasingly appe-
aring in El Salvador and other parts
of Central America.

Second, Just as in Vietnam, the
overwhelming number of deaths
(about 50,000 in El' Salvador during
the past few years) are not to
military combatants but to civilians.
As in Vietnam, the U. S. finds it
impossible to distinguish friend
from foe. Even mild liberal sources
have been alarmed by the widely-
documented rape, torture, and
assassination of Innocent civilians
by U, S.-armed and funded contras
in Micaragua,

Third, just as In Yietnam, as
U. 5. policies fail to achieve their
objectives, policymakers feel compel-
led frantically to feed us highly
fabricated, extremely optimistic
reports. “Our side’ is really making
great progress. Ve can begin to
see ‘“the light at the end of the
tunnel.’  All that is needed is more
arms, more dollars, more troops,
more time to break the will of
the enemy.

It may be noted that this illusion
of progress Is more difficule to
achieve in the post-Vietnam world
than in the Vietnam of the 1960s,
especially after the earlier propa-
ganda around the “Yellow peril”
and the “Red menace” had led to
massive U. S. escalation with little
domestic opposition, followed by
the inflated claims and optimistic
reports of the 1960s. Much of the
Central American propaganda ls more
of the need for additional funds
and arms in order to avoid defeat
rather than achieve victory; one
rarely hears, for example, of the
earlier predictions of an Imminent
contra overthrow of the Sandinistas.
Such efforts remind one more of
some of Washington's Vietnam pro-
paganda of the early 1970s.

Fourth, in both Vietnam and El
Salvador, as in most of Central
America, there is relatively liccle
direct U, 5. economic [nvestment
at stake. (Less than | per cent
of U.5. total investment in Latin
America Is in El Salvador.) This
has led some to analyze El Salvadar
in terms of Washington's political,
diplomatic, and strategic interests
while denying any economic signi-
ficance.



But one of the lessons of Yietnam
was that even when there is a
relatively limited direct investment,
the political and strategic Interests
cannot be so easily separated from
interests of the transnational cor-
porations and banks. A major lesson
of Vietnam was that Washington
was determined to show the nations
of Latin America, Africa, and Asia
that revolution does not pay. If
you try to free yourself from
imperial domination, you will be
forced to pay an unaccepeable price
of death and destruction.

Fifth, totally transforming the
usual pattern of iinvisible wars"
in Latin America and other parts
of the Third World (invisible, that
is, to the U. 5. public), what was
intended to be an Invisible war
in Indochina became highly visible;
what was intended to be a very
limited war became unlimited. An
finally the U. §. public would no
longer tolerate such an endless,
visible, and unlimited war. Even
with its manipulation of the news,
VWashington now finds it difficulc
to keep the counterrevolutionary
covert policles In Nicaragua or the
cantinuing war in El Salvador or
the support for dictators in Guate-
mala and elsewhere invisible from
the U. 5. public. Contrast this
with the massive secret war in
Laos in the 1960s or the more
than 100 years of an invisible history
of continual U.S. interventions in
Central America.

Sixth, a lesson of Vietnam has
been that VWashington ought to be
more cautious before committing
troops and unleashing the C. 1. A.
in efforts to topple foreign govern-
- ments and impose its will on other
peoples. Credit here must be given
not only to Vietnamese resistance
but also to domestic antiwar strug-
gles. There can be little doubt
that this was a major reason Kis-
singer and Ford hesitated in sending
U.S. troops to Angola, And it
was the opposition of religious
and other groups that caused Reagan
and Halg to alter their plans for
El Salvador in 1981, plans that
probably involved the direct inter-
vention of U, 5. troops and a far
greater escalation.

Seventh, an important lesson of
Vietnam was that in so many
ways — economically, socially, psy-

chologically, morally — ““the chickens
came home to roost." When VWas-
hington is determined to identify
its foreign policies with the welfare
of brutal dictators and with the
success of counterrevolutionary ob-
Jectives, then the unintended con-
sequences at home are devastating.
To provide but two obvious exam-
ples, in order to satisfy the *pre-
sidentlal certification’ necessary to
continue arms shipments to El Salva-
dor, Reagan had to testify overy
six monchs, with the grossest of
fabrications, that the Salvadoran
military was Improving its human
rights record; and in lobbying for
ald to the concras, Reagan was
forced to escalate his rhetoric
until these rapists, assassins, =and
terrorists were transformed into
“freedom fighters' and were identi-
fied as the equivalent of the herces
of the American (U.S.) Revolution.

Eighth, one of the lessons of
Yietnam was the need for us to
resist both the subtle and gross
ways that our polley makers attempt
to identify us with thelr unjust
policies, to make us accomplices
to thelr o pressive and expolita-
tive activities. Jlust as in Vietnam,
we now find Reagan, Weinberger,
and others discussing El Salvador,
Micaragua, Grenada, and other areas

of Central America In terms of
“our national interest,” “our natio-
nal security,” *our national honor."

What most of us learned from
Vietnam was that such policies
were not in our interest, did not
protect our security, were Indeed
dishonorable. We must always ask:
In_whose interests? The peasants
of El Salvador, Nica agua, Honduras,
or Guatemalal The citizens of Maine
or Californial Those who profic
most from the Investments of the
transnational corporations and those
who control the finance capital?

The Major Lesson

The major lesson of the Vietnam
War is indispensable for under-
standing what is happening in Central
America and other parts of the
world. The post-Vietnam world is
very different from that which
preceded it, perhaps most clearly
evidenced when one contrasts the
post-World War Il role of the
United Sctates, lasting from 1945
until the late 1960s, with the U.S.
role in the 1970s and 1980s.

Every other major power was
decimated by WWorld War Il both
militarily and economically: the

United States alone emerged from
the war greatly strengthened in
its economlc, military, political,
cultural, and Ideclogical influence.

The U.S. was number one, and
no one elsia was even a close
second. In area after area, the

U.5. was able to establish global
hegemony.

The post-World War Il period
was a time of anticolonial strugglas,
as the European colonial empires
began to crumble throughout the
world. The U. 5., as the world's
number one economic and military
power, gradually filled the vacuum
created by the weakened colonial
powers, Thus one finds the initial
U. 5. decision in 1945 to support
French efforts at preventing Vietna-
mese independence and recolonizing
Vietnam; the gradual Increase in
Washington's complicity with French
Imperialism until the U, S. was
paying eighty per cent of the French
war effort; and finally, after the
defeat of the French in 1954, the
emergence of the U. §. as the major,
outside, neocolenial power.

The U. S., as the world's number
one power, defined jts natlonal
self-interest as  maintaining and
strengthening that status quo and
as preventing revolutions that would
drastically alter that balance of
power. Thus the U. S. became
the leading player — indaed, the
director — of a global counter-
revelutionary policy. Washington,
acting according to the imperative
of Increasing the capital and maxi-
mizing the profits of its powerful
corporations, and utilizing its mlli-
tary to enforce its policies, establis-
hed neocolonial relations with tthe
haves" of the Third World coun-
tries of Latin Amerjca, Asia, and
Africa: the ruthless dictators, the
wealthy landewners, the native
capitalists, the military elice. The
masses of the people, In thelr
struggle for food, land, literacy,
freedom, and independence, become
the enemy, since their success would
threaten U. 5. hegemony.

The major lesson of Yietnam s
that the U. S. has lost much of
its power relative to the rest of

{Continued on page [9)



Is Provincial autonomy the answer?

Romesh Fernando

“There would be trouble if a
centralised form of government
was introduced into countries
with large communal differences. .
In Ceylon each Province should
have complete autonomy.'

— 5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
Ceylon Morning Leader,
July 17th, 1926,

One of the most important
steps towards the solution of
the Matlonal Question is the
devolution of power to territorial
units, The TULF haye indicated
thelr willingness to accept a measure
of Internal self-government as an
alternative to their demand for a
seperate  state of Tamil Eelam.
But two questions that can inevi-
tably be raised, are regarding the
territorial unit of devolution and
functions of these local government
bodies. Interestingly on behalf of
the International Commission of
Jurists, Professor Virginia Leary in
her Report on Ethnic Conflict and
Violence In Sri Lanka (1982) has
written; “lc appears essentlal that
the Tamils be given greater roles
in goyernment administration in the
areas In which they constitute an
overwhelming majority. This can
bese be accemplished through
substantial roles being given to
the District Development Ceuncils.”
However the Tamils for good rea-
sons are not satisfied with District
Councils and demand local govern-
ment bodies which are larger and
more powserful,

They claim that the district
being a mere administrative entity
does not take into account the
lingulstic, religious =2nd cultural
aspirations of the Tamil community.
What is more the District Develop-
ment Council had power only to
make by-laws while the chief
executive (District Minister) was
appointed by the President from
outside the Council. Thus they
were not legal and executive bodies
in the true sense. Also the annual
grant given by the Central Govern-
ment to these Councils was only
Rs. forty million per district which
amounted to only Rs. ene hbillien
for the whole island, which was
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utterly inadequate. Even the Dey®:
lopment Council Bill was only
statutory legislation which had n2
Constitutional validity and could
be abolishad by a simple majority
in Parliament.

The TULF wants the creatlon
of an autonomous reglon consisting
of both the Morthern and Eastern

provinces which would satisfy thejr.

demand for one Tamil [linguistic
unity. Regional autonomy which
they seek can be given by haying
a system of Regional Councils with
one Regional Council for the
Morthern and Eastern provinces.
(This is exactly what was envisaged
in the abortive Annexure C docu-
ment drawn up by Parathasarthy).
But they seem to have forgotten
that the Tamils account for only
forty percent In the Eastern province
while the other sixty percent con-
sists of Muslims and Sinhalese.
The Easeern province Muslims though
Tamil speaking posses a seperate
identity of their own and have
indicated their opposition to Re-
gional Councils. Also the creation
of an autonomous region would
split the country into two distinct
units; a Tamil speaking area and
a Sinhala speaking area, which
would achleve a de facto separation.
Thus the demand for Regional
Councils should be rejacted since
it s an unjust demand.

What then Is the most realistic
solution to the Tamil demand for
internal self-government. The middle
path between the extremes of
District Councils and Regional
Councils are Provinclal Counclls.
The granting of antonomy to the
provinces would alse not mean
the giving of special privileges to
any particular community, sinee it
will be an islandwide measure.
Since provincial boundaries are
already in existence there would
also be no necessity to re-draw
the map of Sri Lanka. Even the
Donoughmore Commission had re-
commended the creation of Provin-
cial Councils. In their Report of
the Special Commission on the
Constitution (1928) they advocated;
tithe creation of co-ordinating

bodies to which certaln adminis-
trative functions of the Central
Government could be delegated.
The argument in favour of the
establishment of a Provinclal Councll
in each province is that such a
scheme might result...in the special
views of the different races pre-
dominant In diffarent parts of the
Island having effect in the adminis-
tration of these parts.”

Provincial Councils ought to he
created by means of a Constitu-
tional amendment and their members
should be elected by the people
on the basis of proportional repre-
sentation. Each of these Provincial
Councils with their Committee of
Ministers should have legislative
and executive powers over a speci-
fied list of subjects including limiced
powers In the administration of
justice, collection of revenue, main-
tainance of law and order, and
settlement of crown land. In each
province there should also be a
High Court and a Police Force.

But land settlement on malor
projects such as the Mahawell
Development scheme should be

allocated on the ethnic proportion
of each community. The leaders
of the majority party should be
appointed  the chief executive
(Chief Minister) by the President.
Also the annual grant given by
the Central Government to these
Counclls should be a larger amount
than now; for example Rs. one
billion for each province. But the
President should have the power
to dissolve these Councils if neces-
sary, during times of pational
emergency. Since the armed forces
will be under the control of the
Central Govarnment, the fear that
Frantlng provincial autenomy may
ead to seccessjon, is unfounded,

Contrary to what (s supposed
by many, the develution of power
to territorial units |s actually an
indegenous form of government
which existed also during the time
of the Sinhalese kings. The Kandyan
kingdom was divided into twelve
disavanies, each under the rule of
a disave. The disavanies enjoyed
a substantial degree of autonomy



which even included limited powers
in the administration of |ustice,
collection of revenue, maintainance
of law and order, and settlement
of crown land. There exists however
a fear that the creation of Pro-
vincial Councils may result in swam-
ping the linguistic, religious and
cultural aspirations of the Sinhalese
community in the Kandyan provinces
and In the Eastern province. The
decision arrived at by consensus
at the All Party Conference to
grant  citizenship to all Indian
Tamils In Sri Lanka, other than
those who are to be repatriated
to India, has aggravated these
fears. But an examination of the
ethnic composition of the provinces
will reveal that these fears are
exaggerated. Given below are the
approximace figures for the ethnic
ratio in the provinces, taken from
the 98] Census published by the
Ministry of Plan Implementation.

The figures given for the percen-
tages of Tamils include also all
Indian Tamils in the island; (even
those who will be eventually be
repatriated to Indja).

Accordingly even if all the Indian
Tamils in the island are given
Sri Lankan citizenship (we know
very well that only part will be
given citizenship while the rest
are to be repatriated) the Sinhalese
will be an overwhelming majority
in seven provinces Including the
Kandyan provinces. The result being
that the Sinhalese will rule seven
provinces while the Tamils will
rule one province. The Eastern
province will be ruled by all three
communities, which would be an
example to the rest of the country
In the excercise of power sharing.

A genuine devolution of power
to the provinces, within the frame-
work of a unitary state, appears
to be the only hope for the
survival of our ceuntry as a natiop
state. [t Is the failure to achieyve
this much needed unity in diver-
sity that has resulted in the current
agony of Sri Lanka. Wether we
are able to overcome this dilemma
and usher in a new era of peace
and prosperity depends much on
the wisdom and courage of our
leaders and the loyalty and patience
of all Srl Lankans,

Ethnic Composition in the Provinces (percentages)

Province Sinhalese Tamils Muslims
(national ethnic ratio) {74) (18) (8)
MNorthern 3 92 5
Maorth Central 9] 2 7
Eastern 27 40 33
Central &6 26 8
Sabaragamuva Ba I 3
Lva 76 20 4
Morth Western a0 3 7
Western 85 7 7
Southern 95 2 3

Yietham . ..
(Continued from page 17)

the world and that it is extremely
unlikely that Washington will ever
regain its overwhelming dominance
of the two decades following War
ll. U. S. troops have intervened
well over 45 times in Central
America, [l times in Nicaragua
alone, from 1850 to the present,
since the Western Hemisphere was
considered our proper sphere of

influence, ‘our backyard, and we:

could do with it as we pleased.
From 1949 to 1969, Washington
greatly expanded such interventions,
as the U, S. intervenad militarily

in the Third World countries of
Asia, Africa, and Lartin America
on the average of once every I8
months. In the postwar period,
many of the assumptions, attitudes,
and policies previously considered
most appropriate for Latin America
became universalized; the Monroe
Doctrine could be extended to
anywhere in the world: all areas
of the globe became our backyard,
Since the 1970s, such Interventions,
as those in Lebanon, Iran, and
Nicaragua, have become much mare
costly, much more visible, and
much less successful.

But U.S. power has diminished
not because it has been so vacil-

lating and weak, as expressed in
the Vietnam syndrome, but prima-
rily because the Third World coun-
tries of most of humanty have
begun to assart themselves and
to make history." Former victims
of racism, colonialism, and class
exploltation, the peoples of Lacin
America, Africa, and Asla are still
usuzally entrapped in neocolonial,
imperialist politieal and economic
relations of class exploitation and
social oppression. But the direction
of history reveals that outside
domination and by control the U.S.
and other developed powers bacomes
increasingly difficulc to maintain.

In this sense, Vietnam was a
watershed, a lesson of history that
“invisibie wars" were becoming
vislble, that “limited wars" were
becoming unlimited, that big po-
wers must readjust their values
and priorities if humankind is to
survive. In this sense, Reagan,
Kissinger, and others in Washingtan
often hold onto a pre-Vietnam
mentality, a determination to re-
write history and undo the lessons
of Vietnam, a nostalgia for the
good old days when the U. 5. had
such global hegemony and others
feared its might. With their pre-
Vietnam (and pre-nucler) mentality,
those with power In Washington,
the military, and corporate America
are still committed to an escalation
of the arms race and to interven-
tionism if this is necessary to
maintain  or re-establish U, S.
imperial power,

At the same time, the contar-
dicitons defining such policies are
becoming more ctransparent, and
the resistance to such policies Is
becoming more intense. The Gren-
ada invasion Is not the model for
the |980s. Previously Washington
could treat large Latin American
nations, with vast resources, In the
same way it treated the tiny island
of Grenada. Today one finds that
there simply are not even many
Grenadas lefe. The lessons of the
1980s are more reflected in the
difficulty of imposing one's imperial
designs on a Lebanon or a Nicaragua
or an El Salvador rather than the
previetnam War-type lessons of a
Grenada, Those of us who learned
the painful, as well as inspiring,
lessons of Vietnam must struggle
to expose and resist such necolonial,
imperizalist polices toward Central
America and other areas of the globe.

&
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Few other countries can claim
that capital invested over

15 centuries ago in extensive f=
irrigation programmes is

still contributing to their life.

...and SriLanka is linking modern technology
to these age old assets through the Mahaweli
Diversion Complex which will assuredly lift us
into a better life.

ClIC channels a wide range of expertise into Sri
Lanka‘s agriculture and industry. From Paddy
Field to Factory Floor from Plantation to
Cottage Weaver.

Modern expertise means
improved




Restore . ..

{Continued from page 3)

...they had been in politics
in the time of Mr. Bandaranaike
...they accepted my leadership
of a strong anti-UNP force
...against the reactionary ele-
Ments.

5o they picked on me for this
undemocratic, unjust, and vindic-
tive punishment because | was
the only popular leader they
feared and hated,

By depriving me of my civic
rights, they robbed the SLFP and
the anti-UNP forces of a leader
with experience in whom tha
people throughout the country
had enough confidence. They
robbed me of my rights to rob
the people of leadership. Then
in 1981 December after Hector
Kobbekaduwe got such a huge
vote inspite of my not campaig-
ning for him because | had no
rights, they went one step
further. They robbed all the
voters of their rights for ano-
ther six years, and also several
lakhs of youth who would
have been able to vote in 1983.

That is my answer to your
question. | can’t accept a pardon
for a crime | didn't commit,
and | can't take advantage of
the situation because | must
think of the millions who were
also deprived of their civic
rights for no crime they com-
mitted. Except the so-called
Naxalite plot. Does any body be-
lieve that plot.. ? Does anybody
here or in the world cutside
believe that Maxalices would
hayve controlled the SLFP and
come to Parliament? Do the
UNP leaders believe that?

The vote was given to us by
our foreign rulers, the British
..Mow our own rulers have
stolen that wvote from our
people. They did not commit
a crime. let them also be
granted a free pardon.

THE DEVELOPMENT SET

Excuse me my friends, | must catch the nextc jet

| am off to Join Sri Lanka's Casino-Development Set,
My bags are packed and my blood Is now hot

| carry travellers cheques and letters to big-shots.

Lanka's Development Set thinks they are bright and noble
They claim they are always national and global,

And although they move with the robber baron classes,
They feign great love for the crawling masses,

In the Tourist hotels of this dharmista nation

Expatriates discuss Mudalalification of the Corporation,

The injustices | detest seem easy to protest

Because Sri Lanka has become a seething hot-bed of social unrest,

They discuss malnutrition over Imported steaks
And talk of hunger during short coffee breaks,
Wether wet zone floods or Dry zone droughts
They face these Issues with open mouths.

They bring in foreign Consultant whose circumlocation
prompt them to obstruct every solution,

Thus guaranteeing rounds of regular good eating

By showing the need for the next meetings,

Foreign experts believe it no crime

to borrow your watch to tell you the time,
The money spent on seems fully justified
Who think of the Jobs they later_ provide.

The Development set has it own spun language
that stretches the Alphabet like a german Sausage,
they use such swell words like epigenetic

Though many don’t even know their Arithmetic.

Perhaps it a pleasure to be esoteric

It is so intellectually atmospherie,

And though their Establishment never gets moved

Their vocabularies and documentaries get thoroughly Improved.

When the high sounding talk keeps you mum

Reduce your shame to a minimum,

Then comes the time to show you too are intelligent
Smugly ask the question *ls this true development®?

Or say, that's fine in practice — but
It does’nt work out in theory!

A few may find this incomprehensible
But more will admire you as deep or sensible.

dont you see

. Development Set homes are extremely chic

Full of carvings, Curios, and drinking parties hectlc,
Eye level photographs subtly assure
That the host s at home with both rich and poor.

» Enough of these verses — on with the mission!

The task Is as broad as the human condition!
Just pray God that the biblical promise will always be true,
“The poor ye shall have always with you",

{With apologies to the unknown author)

— Dr. Mervyn D. De Silva

Former — Advisor, Ministry of Plan
Implementation,

pl|



WOMANFILMS 11

Sunila Abeyesekera

he International YWomen's Film

Forum was one of the most
significant features of the UN End
of the Decade of VWomen Conference
NGO Forum held in Malrobi Kenya
in July 1985. Organised by Harbaur-
front and the National Film Beard
of Canada, it offered a wide range
of audio-visual presentations. The
films were by women, about women,
for women; many of them were
exposures of the extent of oppres-
sion affecting women in Third World
countries; following poor women
in their day-to-day lives in Pery,
Senegal, Egypt or India, the films
clearly depicted the similarities In
their lives which oyer-rode the
cultural and other differences.

Of special Interest were the
number of films describing women's
attempts to organise themselves,
in the case of some, It was mani-
fested in labour struggles, agitation
for better wages and decent working
conditions; in the case of others,
especially women In Third world
countries living under repressive
regimes, It was a more avertly
political struggle for human rights,
equality and social justice.

Two films in the latter category
were especially remarkable. One
was a film from El Salvador, ‘El
Camino de la libertad' (The path
to freedom), mode by the Cinema-
tographic Institute of Revolutionary
El Salvador. Made In 1983, the
film was shot In documentary style.
It followed a group of revolutionary
fighters in El Salvader over a perlad
of a few months, documenting all
aspects of their lives. We saw
the general terrain of this small
Central American country; We saw
its people, living amidst desperate
poverty; we saw the group of guer-
illas moving through the jungles,
discussing and planning an attack
on a nearby town; and we witnessed
the actual attack itself. It was
like a regular thriller — only this
time it was for real and those
boys up there onthe screen wers
not running for cover because they
sought the tinselly glamour of
filmstardom but because they were
committed to a life and death
struggle to free their country from
its oppressors. The camera ran with
them, ducked for cover with them.

At one point there was a big
explosion and for a second the

Drive all speech

Into form-

| HOPKINSING

Before you, like sheep
Words, four-footed, recalcitrant

Into lines of sentences

Mass of mascular passages

O white, woolly, bleating

What part, what whole of meaning.

— Patrick Jayasuriya
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lens was smoked over. There was
retaliatory fire from the armed
forces of the state and finally, we
saw the ignominous surrender of
of the state militia, More incredibly,
we saw the state re-establish con-
trol of the town a few days later;
the military commander summoned
all the townspeople to the square
for a session of interrogation
(and intimidation); a brutal massacre
of young civilian boys ‘suspected’
of helping the guerillas followed,
summary ‘Justice’ and a warning
to all those in the town! Amidst
the heart-rending wails of mothers
and wives, the camera panned
slowly over the bodies piled up
in the square — most of them of
young boys hardly I8 years old.

From here on the film moved
on to a different level. It followed
the guerillas through the process
of building up their cadre and
maintaining training programmes in
the jungle. In El Salvador, dueto
constant mllitary action, much of
the countryside has been rendered
uninhabitable and many peasants
now live in the jungles. We saw
the guerillas enter these ‘villages
In the jungle’, They were greeted
with affection and respect; whatever
food was available was shared with
them: when they left, a few of
the young people invariably accom-
panied them. The El Salvadorean
people were shown as fervently
devout adherents of the Catholic
faith, and It was particularly inter-
esting to note the manner in_ which
the guerills did not attack this
religiosity but, rather, used It to
their own ends. In fact, the priests
among them —and there were
quite a few — conducted baptis-
mal and marriage ceremonies in
the thick jungle, with interlocking
trees providing the canopy and
birdsong the music.

Is someone going to ask — but
what about the women? Go ahead.
The most striking feature of this
film was that from the very start,




there were women shown Involyed
in every aspect of the struggle —
in training, in combat, In recruiting,
in consclentizing — but they were
never picked out as being special.

It was only an occasional shot of
the battle fatigues which dwelt on
the soft curves of a breast or a
close shot which showed a pair
of ear-rings gleam, that drove
the participation of women in this
struggle home.

In the second part of the film,
attention was focussed on the deve-
loping relationship between a young
guerilla couple. In between scenes
of training and indectrination pro-
grammes, the girl was interviewad
in depth — about her initiation
inte the guerilla movement, her
family, her feelings about her life
and about the future. We followed
her to her home, saw her together
with her family, watched her inter-
act with other comrades, both
men and women; we heard her
speak of herself within the struggle
and her perception of the role of
women in such a situatien. Quite
understandably, ic had its [imitations
specific to the context but the
film was very positive regarding
the possibilities of building a new
social order within which all hierar-
chies based on domination, including
sex-based structures favouring the
male, would be torn down.

At times, in this part of the
film, the visual imagery became
almost ‘too’ romantic — the young
girl, and, later on, the couple,
were viewed against breathtakingly
beautiful shots of green mountains,
misty valleys and flowing rivers,
their faces alight with smiles as
they discussed their future. Yert,
the khaki green of their uniform
and the very specificities of the
future the beheld together belied
this superficial tsoft'ness. And that
was the significance of this film-
that it was about tha struggle
of a people fighting to free their
society of domination and injustice
but, more, that it gave us an
insight into the other, more human
face of such a bloody battle. At
the end of the film was a list of

names — of comrades who had died
in the struggle during the weeks
the film was made. Many of the
names were famillar to us because
we had enecountered them at one
stage or the other in the film —
and an Involuntary prayer for the
safety and success of those left
behind to carry on the struggle
left almost everyone's lips as the
lights came on in the cinema.

The second film was alse from
a Central American country, Guate-
mala. Titled '‘Cuando tiemblan les
maontanas’ (when the mountains
tremble) it was made by Pamela
Yates and Tomas Sigel, in [983.

In a sense, it is a blographical
sketch, the story of one young
Guatemalan peasant weman, Rigo-
berta Menchu, But she is a very
special woman, And through her
story, one learns of the story of
all Guatemalan people —and of
thelr struggle for freedom:

Because the recent struggles in
El Salvador and Micaragua have
received broad international atten-

tion, the problems of Guatemala
have been, to a great extent,
ignored by the world's media.

This film is most Important because

It focusses our eyes on Guatemala
and on the atrocities that have
been “going on there for the last
thirty years since the military
overthrew the liberal government
of Arbenz In [954. The army,
which has controlled the country
throught this period has engaged
in extremely repressive actions
against the Guatemalan people until
what can actually be termed ‘geno-
cide' has taken place. It s no
small measure of the extent of the
brutalities, that the USE withdrew
all aid to Guatemala a few years
ago because of human rights viola-
tions pereptrated by the Guate-
malan state,

The systematic brutalisation and
murder of the Indian people of
Guatemala the majority — by lts
‘ladino® (non-Indian minority) mili-
tary rulers forms the backdrop to
the tragic tale of this small coun-
try. And there could be no more
sultable person than Rigoberta to
tell that story.

Stark, full-front shots of Rige-
berta, an Indian woman dressed
in her traditional costume, appear
against a blank black background.
She speaks slowly, softly, simply;
she begins by talking of the way
of the Indian people in Guatemala

Wheeling high
This hawk Is free

STAR WARS

Frem taint of wanting now — to kil |
Doesn't see, what he can see
With unhurried grace, craves nat his fill

Twirls music from the strings of cloud
Spirals floating in his cry

Sunlit wisps of vapour [ilt

The sun stilled blue, to peace allowed
But wisps of song from wind and tree
Freeze in the air, so suddenly.

A Gount shadow glides in the creeping chill
Death flicks its fingers ere the kill

Though peace is the Imperial theme

The silent song birds know It means

The meditating satellite

Has got all in and trained its sights.

— U, Karunatillake
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in the past —the scarcity of
arable land and other resources,
the ways in which they eked out
a living in a basically unhospitable

environment, their harmonious
interaction with each other and
with nature. We see such a

community, we see the life Rigo-
berta describes. She speaks of
1954 and its aftermath. We see
newsreel shots of that era, showing
Arbenz' expulsion and the military
take-over. Sucessive Presidents of
the USA are shown, pledging
military aid and assistance to the
new rulers of Guatemala. Rigo-
berta speaks of the slow begin-
nings of a popular resistance to
military rule. Indian peasants began
organising against the military
regime from the late fifties on-
wards, and the movement has
grown until today one could say
that almost the entire Indian
population of Guatemala is engaged
in the battle to preserve them-
selves and their culture.

The story becomes deeply per-
sonalised at this point. Rigoberta
has seen her mother and infant
brother brutally killed by soldiers;
she has lost her siblings to the
struggle. She knows that one
brother Is dead, killed in an
encounter with the military; of
the other brothers and sisters,
she knows nothing. In [980, a
group of peasant activists forcibly
occupied several foreign embassies
in Guatemala City, the capital o
Guatemala, In an attempt o
draw world attention to human
rights violations and the decima-
tion of the indigenous people.
A ‘mysterlous’ fire in the US
Embassy, which nobody ‘bothered’
to put out, entombed a number
of militant peasant activists. Ameng
those horribly bnrnt to death

was Vicente Menchu, Rigoberta's
father. Once again, this section
was flluscrated  with newsreel

footage of the embassy take-overs,
the fire, the way in which the
soldiers forced people to watch
the peasant leaders burn......

One now looks at Rigoberta
through eyes that appreciate the
personal tragedies that have filled
her life and full of respect and
admiration for the determination
and strength of this young woman,
who, a few years ago, knew
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only the Indian dialect particular
to her region. Her transformation
from an illiterace, Impoverished

Gutemalan peasant woman Into ona
who has assumed a leading role
in the struggle of the Guatemalan
people in truly worth henoring.
She goes on to spsak of the

struggle her people are now
engaged in; we see guerillas, in
actlon, inside Guatemala. This

section is quite like that part of
the film from E| Salvador which
showed the guerillas in the jungle,
in training, in contact with peasants.

Finally we have Rigoberta’s
assertion of her decision, and of
the decision of the Guatemalan
people, to fight on, confident of
their ability to win their struggle.

In both the films, the roles of
women In the struggle for national
liberation Is still percelved within
a traditional framework. They do
bear arms, but their primary role
is that of nursing the sick and
wounded and providing ‘support’
services in action. This is only
to be expected, of course, when
one considers the soclo-economic
and cultural background against
which these struggles are being
waged, Yer, the lessons to be
drawn
struggles that have triumphed In
the past is plain unless there Is
a clear understanding of woman's
role in society, not enly in the
actual phase of armed struggle
but alse in the re-construction
of a new soclety after victory is
achieved and consolidated, women

will resume their traditionaly
subordinate  position once they
lay down their guns. And what

is important in both these films
is that they expressed an aware-
ness of this problem and demon-
strated a willingness to confront
the Issue of women's equality in
lts toralicy.

Letters . . .
{Continued from poge 2)

of grammer like Samaranayake's
«Practical English.”” As a textbook
belenging to the Traditional Gram-
mar it certainly Is far better than
any text book of Structural Gram-

from other revelutionary

mar which derives its Insights
from psycolinguistic theory of
behaviourism. In  Transformational
Generative Grammer Theory lin-
guists found explanation for what
Traditional Grammarians could in-
tuicively lay their fingers on.
Hence theugh Samaranayake's Prac-
tical English does not meet the
requirements of a modern grammar
it has Its place in the develop-
ment of indigenous works on the
subject. It has to be stated here
that denigration of local scholars
and to quote from authorities un-
familiar to the averaga reader |Is
a strategy adopted by the elitist
academics who aspire for great.
ness at the expense of denigration
of their own teachers.

Wijitha de Silva
Kandy.

Cat’s Eye . . .
(Continued from page 13)

The Rana Gi cassette glorifies
the state of war in Sri Lanka and
makes heros of males who have
entrapped themselves in a vicious
cycle of violence and counter-
violence. The war is perceived
as something to eulogies in song.
Male military herces, and thelr
ugypporting”  cast of nurturing
mothers and admiring wives and
lovers, are invoked to condone
the insanity of organised male
violence. Another pernicious ob-
jective of these songs is to define
women as an intrinsic parc of
military society.

Therefore, it is heartening to
note that wemen are challenging
these male-fabricated myths that
justify hatred and violence. Re-
cently, **Cat’s Eye" (L. G. |[lI/85)
spotlighted some verses from a
feminist antl-war song composed
and sung by women who repre-
sent the collective voice of sisters,
wives and mothers, In the same
veln, the organisation. *VWomen for
Peace’ has published a pamphlet
in which is juxtaposed the stories
of two mothers —one from the
Morth and the -other from the
South. Their mutually tragic ex-
periences transcend their ethnic
wdifferences’’.




Our business
goes beyond tobacco.

Farawell over five decades we have baen involved in the tobacco industry in
Sri Lanka, We are pioneers in tobicce growing, promating self
employment and ganerating income for the rural farmer, We contributs

to government revenue and earmn loreign exchange for the country,

Utilising our expertise, we have ventured into ather fields, Herticulture and
dltermate {uels fre’just two af them

Wo have eszablished a tissue culiure laboritory, mainly for the development
ol new varieties of orchids, We also produce tissue cultured
strawberry and houose plants for expart,

In vurtsearch tar alternate fusls, we have gerfectied the manufacture of

t g - i .
briquettes out of waste coir dust, These briquettas offer a solid fuel
altexnative 1o fuel oil and 1o firawood

We also offer consullancy services in enargy conseryarion.

QI
Ceylon Tobacco Company Limited

A member of the B-AT Group,

Tay



WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

Fhere are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

“ Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED-
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN
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